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ICoBDAT,  Ibrch  IS,  1826. 
Ajaendmmt  of  the  Conttitutum. 
The  Hotue,  on   motion  of  Hr.  KoDut< 
rat,  Test^Ted  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whitde,  Mr,  HoLakk,  of  Delaware,  in  the 
cJuir,  on  the  resolatioiia  fbr  tiie  amendment 
the  oonstitntion. 

Mr.  Bbtav  addreased  the  committee  aa  fol- 
lows: 

"Ht.  Chairman :  I  r^ret  tliat  to  the'  ot^er 
AaadvantBges  nnder  which  I  labor  in  address- 
ing  Uie  committee  in  this  stage  of  the  debate, 
that  bodilj  indiBposition  woold  be  added ; 
but  as  I  hare  the  pnvil^  of  the  floor  to-day, 
I  am  determined  to  exercise  it. 

I  am  not  desirous  to  impose  upon  this  com- 
mittee a  general  essay  upon  tiie  constitation ; 
bat  I  ocmfeas,  sir,  I  am  solicitous  to  explain 
the  reasons  of  my  vote,  and  willing  to  assame 
all  &e  just  re^Dsibilities  of  my  station.  In 
doing  this,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  regret  my  political  iuexperiencd,  and 
want  of  ixuutitiiti(mal  leaniing;  but,  sir,  I  de- 
liTO  Mune  CMisolatioii  from  the  belief,  that,  if  I 
am  innperiraoed,  I  am  also  mipr^ndioed.  I 
bava  not  bera  reared  at  the  feet  of  any  politi- 
oal  Gamaliel ;  my  opinions  of  men  and  meas- 
nrea,  erroneous  thongh  they  may  be,  ere  my 
own ;  they  have  not  been  assmned  by  compact, 
and  therefore,  sir,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
correct  and  amend  them  as  experience  may  dic- 
tate. Upon  the  sabject  of  this  constitotional 
refimnation,  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  dis- 
oonrer  the  triie  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tatson,  and  am  sincerely  desiroos  to  carry  these 
into  ihll  and  oomplete  effect.  God  forbid  that 
I  dwald  ever  be  so  weak  or  so  wicked  aa  to 
diqdaee  one  stone  of  this  hallowed  temple 
WMT*  liberty  delights  to  dwell,  for  any  other 
pwpow  than  to  secure  her  permanent  abode. 
I  most  aolenmly  assure  the  committee,  that,  if 
I  ocmld  be  impelled  by  ol^er  motives — ^more 
•apednllf  ,       if  I  ahonUl  attempt  to  imfix  a 


column  to  promote  party  views  or  individual 
aggrandizement,  I  should  deem  myself  an  imi- 
tator— yes,  sir,  a  humble  imitator  of  the 
wretch  who  i^^ed  the  torch  of  destmotion  to 
the  Ephesian  temple  to  gain  an  ezecraUe  im- 
mortality. 

It  woidd  be  a  vain  regret,  nr,  to  express  mj. 
sorrow,  that  I  cannot  spread  before  tiie  com- 
mittee the  rich  classical  repast  with  which  th^ 
have  been  so  sumptaomdy  regaled  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  MassacnusetA,  (Mr.  !Etxb* 
XTT.)  Jt  has  not  been  my  lot,  like  him,  to  breathe 
the  inspiring  zej^hyrs  of  the  land  of  Homer ;  I 
have  not  had  my  miagination  fired,  and  my  heart 
exhilarated  and  enn(H)led  by  treading  the  plains 
of  Marathon  and  Flatea;  I  have  not  mused 
amid  the  mins  of  Athens,  and  gathered  lessons 
of  political  wisdom  from  the  silent,  bat  impres- 
sive memorials  of  her  departed  greatness ;  nor 
has  fair  science,  "rich  with  the  spoils  of  time,** 
unfolded  to  me  thrae  secret  treasures  which  she 
could  not  conceal  fimn  that  htmorable  gentle- 
man. 

I  come  not  her^  from  the  Lyceum  or  the 
Portico ;  I  come,  sir,  from  the  court-yards  and 
cotton-fleldB  of  Norui  Carolina;  and  I  come, 
sir,  to  proclum  the  wishes  and  assert  the  righto 
of  the  pe<^le  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
My  life,  sir,  has  been  spent  among  the  people 
of  my  native  State ;  the  most  vafned  part  of 
my  political  information  has  been  derived  from 
afsociation  and  converse  with  my  fellow-dti' 
zens.  I  know  their  wants,  and  I  feel  them  too ; 
I  know,  sir,  that  they  wish  to  participate  in  the 
election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  tiiis  TTnion, 
and  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present 
mode  of  eniressing  th^  voioe— if  expression  it 
nwr  be  called. 

&  endeavoring  to  reply  to  £he  a^oment  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
I  hope  he  wUl  do  me  the  justioe  to  beHeve  that 
I  do  so  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  respect  I 
should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings  were  I 
to  act  oiherwiBe;       dthongh  I  difEbr  frcsn 
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him  materiallj  on  some  points,  ^et,  when  I  can 
agree  vith  him,  I  do  so  with  Iivelj  satisfaction. 
He  has  told  ns,  sir,  that  it  would  be  nnconstita- 
tiooal  to  make  these  amendments.  Unconsti- 
tntional  1  dr.  This  asaertion  is  oertaidy  con- 
tradictory to  experience — to  the  constitution 
itself;  and  the  argument  seems  to  move  in  a 
circle.  We  know,  sir,  that  amendments  have 
been  made ;  that  one  of  these,  the  amendment 
of  ISOi,  by  confining  the  choice  of  the  States, 
when  the  election  devolves  upon  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  to  three,  instead  of  the  five 
higneat  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  by  the 
electors,  has  made  a  material  change ;  it  im- 
paired too,  sir,  a  federative  power,  and  in- 
creased a  popular  one.  Suppose,  sir,  that  it 
ehooldbe  necessary  to  vest  in  the  General  Gov-- 
emment  powers  which  an  emei^^oy  might 
render  essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  Un- 
ion. Oases  might  occur  which  I  do  not  even 
ymk  to  imagine.  Most  these  powers  he  nsurped 
at  the  haaird  of  revolution  and  bloodshed? 
-Hust  we  sit  here  like  the  Roman  Senate — qui- 
etly fold  onr  arms,  and  await  our  destrnction 
with  dignity  ?  or  must  we  not  rather  ^ply  for 
these  powers  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
constitution?  Our  ancestors  well  knew  that 
they  could  not  pierce  the  v^l  of  futurity,  and 
provide  for  events  beyond  the  ken  of  mortal 
wisdom.  They  provided  a  remedj/,  sir,  for  evils 
which  might  be  disdosed  by  experience  and 
practice ;  and  they  provided  a  security  against 
amendmentAL proposed  from  "light  and  tran- 
fiient  causes'  by  the  mode  in  which  alone  they 
can  he  effected.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Uassachuaetts  has  sought  to  draw  an  argument 
in  support  of  his  position  from  the  proviso  of 
the  firai  article  or  the  constitution,  "  that  no 
amendment  which  may  he  made  prior  to  the 
year  1808,  shall  in  any  manner  afiect  the  first 
and  fourth  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the 
.  first  article ;  and  that  no  State,  without  its  con- 
sent, eh  all  be  deprived  of  its  e^ual  sufirage  in 
the  Seni^"  Now,  sir,  to  my  mmd,  this  clause, 
BO  fiar  from  helping  hia  argument,  militates 
most  Btnmgly  uainBt  it ;  it  indicates,  to  my 
understanding,  that  this  apedal  exception  was 
necessary  to  exempt  from  amendment,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  men- 
tioned in  it,  and  to  confine  any  amendment  of 
the  federative  feature  in  the  Senate,  which  should 
deprive  a  State  of  its  equal  right,  to  the  special 
case  of  the  States  consenting  to  it.  I  should, 
therefore,  dr,  most  strongly  infer,  according  to 
a  very  old  and  sound  rule  of  construction,  that 
the  power  of  amendment  in  other  cases,  was  to 
be  inferred.  Belf-preserration  is  tiie  primary 
law  of  societies,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  and, 
if  necessary,  we  most  act  upon  it 

Hie  honorable  gentieman  from  Ifassachu- 
aetts  seems  to  think  that  the  powers  of  the 
Ih!«ddent  have  been  greatiy  magnified  by  my 
htmprablefi-iend  from  South  Oarolina,  (Kr.  Ho- 
"DvYva ;)  he  deems  them  very  limited,  and  not 
tiie  pn^r  ol^eot  of  much  jMlonqy.  }  can  as- 
nre  biio,  dr,  that  ha  thinki  very  duforently 
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from  the  fathers  of  the  revolution,  and  the 
framers  of  tiiis  constitution,  and  the  States  who 
adopted  it  The  powers  of  tlus  executive  diief 
excited  very  lively  apprehensioos  in  the  bosoms 
of  some  of  the  purest  and  wisest  of  onr  fore- 
fathers. Some  thought  they  had  an  "awftd 
squinting  "  at  monarchy — tiiey  imaged  that 
they  could  discern  "  the  diadem  sparkling  on 
his  brow,  and  the  imperial  purple  fiowing  in 
his  trun."  And  how,  sir,  did  the  advocates  of 
the  constitution  endeavor  to  lull  these  appre- 
hensions ?  Not,  sir,  as  that  honorable  gentle- 
man has  done,  by  endeavoring  to  persuade  the 
people  that  bis  powers  were  not  great;  bat 
that  they  were  necessary  to  give  proper  consiat- 
ency  and  strength  to  the  system — ^^at  he  wm 
properly  checked  by  the  other  departmenta — 
that  be  was  elected  for  short  perlooa,  and  liaUe 
to  impeachment— but,  above  all,  that  he  was 
dependent  npon  the  pet^le.  Let  us  examine^ 
sir,  a  few  oC  his  constitutional  attributes.  He 
is  the  representative  of  his  country,  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  He  originates  treaties, 
and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Soiate,  confirms 
them ;  and  they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  his  prerogative  to  receive  ambassa- 
dors, and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  send 
them.  He  is  C3ommander-in-0hief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States.  His  qualified 
veto  ^ives  him  an  important  agency  in  legisla- 
tion itself.  He  can  ^evate  to  offices  of  the 
greatest  dignity  aiu3  emolument  His  patronage 
embraces  the  distribution  of  milhons.  He  ope- 
rates upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  thousands. 
Althonrii  he  has  not  the  constitutional  power 
of  making  war,  yet  by  means  of  his  other  pow- 
ers he  can  at  any  time  place  his  country  in  a  bel- 
ligerent state.  Suppose  he  should  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  British  or  French  ambassador,  or  send 
him  home  with  contumely  and  insult.  Suppose, 
under  the  act  for  the  suppres^on  of  the  slave 
trade,  he  should  order  our  cruisers  to  capture 
vessels  in  the  Kediterranean,  or  upon  some  un- 
founded suspicions.  Indeed,  air,  many  cases 
might  be  supposed,  when,  by  an  undue  exercise 
of  a  constitutional  power,  he  might  draw  upon 
us  the  anger  of  a  foreign  nation.  But,  says 
the  hononwle  gentleman  from  Massachusette, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  can  elevate  to  the 
peerage  the  humblest  individual,  and  ennoble 
nlm  and  his  posterity.  Indeed,  sir,  he  seemed 
to  describe  the  dazzling  honors  of  a  coronet 
with  so  much  rapture,  that  those  who  did  not 
know  him  might  have  suspected  that,  during 
his  residence  abroad,  he  had  conceived  an  affeo- 
tion  for  what  Chatham  could  not  refuse. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  brief  examination,  t&r^ 
lest  I  should  be  mistaken,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say,  that,  although  I  believe  the  powers  of 
the  Preffldent  to  be  great,  yet  I  believe 
them  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Be- 
publio.  What  the  jefdous  statesmen  of  the  rev- 
olution, with  Washington  at  their  head,  have 
given,  X  will  not  presume  to  impair.  The  stress 
or  intent  of  my  argument,  tir,  is  to  show,  that 
the  greater  power,  the  greater  neoeaidty  that 
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tbe  &ab  AepeadeiKsj  oa  the  pet^e  Bhotild  be 
pneored. 

I  vin  sdmit,  sir,  that,  before  asxj  amendment 
is  adopted,  its  adaptation  to  the  genins  and  spirit 
of  tbe  GoTemment  onght  to  be  satisfactorilj 
Mewbdned ;  for  it  is  obrions  that  maxims  and 
poBtieal  reasons,  which  would  jnstly  be  entitled 
to  great  weight  when  applied  to  a  consolidat- 
ed GoTemment,  one  ana  indivisible,  snch  as 
Britun,  or  any  of  the  ancient  Sepnblics,  would 
be  inapplicable  to  a  Government  componnded 
as  onrs  is,  of  national  and  federative  features. 
They  too  often  serve  to  create  false  analogies, 
aai  lead  na  astray  from  the  trae  points  of  in- 
qniiy.  The  checks  and  balances  of  tbe  Brit- 
uh  Ocnstitation  are  ocmtrived  and  intended  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  King,  Lords,  and  Oom- 
nWDS,  who  are  all  integral  parts  of  tbe  same 
State— different  classes  of  the  same  political  so- 
ci^.  The  checks  and  balances  of  onr  consti- 
tution are  intended  to  protect  the  Union,  the 
Siata,  and  the  people.  The  States,  aecoraing 
to  the  theory  of  oar  constitution,  are  independ- 
ent members  of  a  Confederacy,  and  are,  them- 
■elvM.  in  many  respects,  sovereign.  We  must, 
tiiereiore,  always  keep  in  onr  mind's  eye,  this 
lea^ng  and  animating  principle,  when  we  sit 
in  jownait  upon  thu  great  work  of  our  fa- 
tten, in afl human  affairs,  "self-love,  the  spring 
of  actkMi,  moves  fhe  aonl,"  This  prindple  is 
erer  acdve  and  vi^lant.  and  uuqr  he  relied 
uKHiaaafuthfnl  sentinel  finr  its  own  preaerva- 
tfoa. 

The  framers  of  the  constitntion  well  knew 
that  the  States  were  the  best  guardians  of  State 
rights — the  people  of  popular  rights;  it  was 
od\j  necessary,  therefore,  to  pve  them,  respec- 
tively,  in  this  form  of  government,  adequate 
power,  and  their  self-love  and  interest  might  be 
relied  upon,  for  their  exercise  and  preserva- 
tion: if  this  could  be  done,  and  the  political 
machine  which  was  to  be  moved  by  these  pow- 
ers BO  adjusted,  that  they  should  have  a  bar- 
mooioos  and  salatary  action,  the  grand  ol^ect 
of  an  gOTemment  was  attained — they  had  uien 
a  self-creating  political  movement,  whose  ob- 
ject was  the  happiness  of  the  governed.  It 
would  be  collateral,  Mr.  Cfaiurman,  to  the  pres- 
ent inquiry,  and  would  also  be  presnmptnons  in 
me  to  attempt  to  point  out  to  the  committee 
tbe  many  Indications  of  these  mixed  principles. 
The  Bol^ect  before  us  regards  solely  the  consti- 
tution of  the  President  and  Vice  President. 
Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  shonld  lose 
^fat  of  these  controlling  principles  in  the  mode 
of  aopointing  this  neat  officer — the  Executive 
Cbm  of  tlw  coEEnderated  Bepnblio — ^whose 
ooutitntioiul  action  iras  to  have  so  important, 
so  penraUng  an  infloenee  in  the  dbaracter  of 
the  Government — ^the  policy  and  the  destiny  of 
the  nation  I  Ko,  sir,  it  was  not  to  be  expected, 
nor  has  it  so  occurred.   The  constitution  de- 
dares  that  '*  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  snch 
manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a 
number  of  eleebniL  equal  to  tbe  whole  number 
of  Smaton  and  Bepresentatives  to  which  tbe 
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State  may  be  entitled  in  Oongress,"  Ac.  It 
then  proceeds  to  direct  that  they  shall  meet  In 
their  respective  States,  and  ballot  for  President 
and  Vice  Prerident,  and  p6int  ont  tbe  mode  of 
conducting  the  election  by  the  Electoral  061- 
leges. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Ghfurman,  that  the  con- 
stitution here,  by  the  word  "  State,"  means  tbe 
Commonwealth— the  political  society — ^the  peo- 
ple, or  at  least  that  portion  of  them  who  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise ;  and  therefore,  that, 
whenever  the  State  Legislatures  have  exercised 
the  power  of  appointing  the  electors,  instead  of 
umply  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  State 
should  appoint  them,  they  have  violated  tbe 
rights  of  uie  pet^le.  It  would  have  been  very 
easy,  if  the  power  was  intended  to  be  j^ven  to 
the  Legislature,  to  haf  e  used  expresuons  plain- 
ly indicative  of  such  an  intent — and  the  mfer- 
ence  that  they  would  have  done  so,  is  rendered 
to  my  mind  irresistible,  by  recorringto  tbe  first 
clause  of  the  third  section,  which  prescribes  the 
mode  of  'electing  Senators.  The  expression 
there  is,  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  tho  Legislature  thereof,^'  &c.  But 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
second  from  tiiat  State  who  spoke  in  this  de- 
bate, (Mr.  Steveitson,)  contends,  and  bisargn- 
ment  is  supported  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  immediately  preceded  me,  (Mr.  Evkbett,) 
thai  it  is  not  only  con^tntionol  for  the  Legisla- 
tures to  exercise  this  power  of  appointing  tbe 
electors,  but  that  it  was  even  expected  they 
wonld  do  BO.  Sir,  I  do  most  conscientiously 
differ  from  these  gentlemen,  and  I  will  endea- 
vor, by  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  to  show 
that,  if  the  contemporary  exposition  of  this  part 
of  the  constitution,  by  its  advocates,  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  that  it  was  not  so  understood  and 
explained.  If  Hamilton  and  Madison,  com- 
bined, and  agreeing  upon  this  point,  are  enti- 
tled to  credit,  it  was  intended  that  tbe  peopU 
should  exercise  this  power  of  appoinbnent. 

I  refer,  wr,  to  the  "  Federalist,"  a  series  of 
ess^B  written  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Jay,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  explaining  and  recommending  it 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
is  now  resorted  to,  by  all  parties,  as  the  ablest 
and  most  authoritative  exposition  of  its  true  in- 
tent and  meaning.  In  No.  LXVUI.,  Hamilton, 
speaking  of  the  mode  of  electing  the  President, 
says,  *'  It  was  desirable  that  titte  sense  of  the 
people  should  operate  in  the  choice  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  50  important  a  trust  was  to  be 
confided.  This  end  will  be  answered  by  com- 
mitting the  right  of  making  it,  not  to  any  pre- 
established  b^y,  but  to  men  (electors)  cKoaea 
1/y  the  people,  for  the  special  purpose,  and  at  the 
particular  conjuncture."  "  A  small  number  cS 
persons  (electors)  ehoten  hy  their  fellow-eitisera 
from  ^e  general  mass,  will  be  most  likely  to 
possess  the  information  and  discernment  requi- 
site to  80  complicated  an  investigation."  The 
language  of  Sur.  Madiacm,  in  the  OonTentSon  of 
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"Virpnia,  which  assembled  in  1788,  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  considering  whether  thej  shoald  adopt 
this  conatitation,  is  equally,  or  more,  clear  and 
explicit.  Instead  of  the  people's  voting  imme- 
diately for  President,  which  he  thought  the 
population  and  extent  of  our  territory  might 
render  impracticable :  "  instead  of  this,  Qmme- 
^ate  snfi^age,)  the  people  choose  tiie  electors — 
titis  ean  be  done  witih  ease  and  ocmvenieDoe, 
and  tibe  ehok»  wQl  be  more  select"  If  we  ex- 
mune  the  debates  of  t^is  OonvenHon,  we  shall 
find  tSut  it  was  so  understood,  also,  by  those 
who  opp<Med  the  constitution.  This  meaning 
was  assumed  as  the  basis  of  argmnent  on  both 
Bides ;  and,  if  we  reSeot  a  moment  on  the  very 
many  able  men  who  sat  in  that  OonventioD,  it 
would  be  most  violent  Resumption  to  say,  they 
were  mistaken,  with  aQ  thm  talents  and  ^ 
their  lights. 

If  we  assnme,  then^  that  this  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  constitution,  let  us  see  what  has 
been  its  operadon.  Hare  the  people  chosen 
fhe  deotorst  I  ask  this  quesdtm,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  the  name  of  my  constituents,  and  I 
wlA  an  explicit  answer.  From  the  omission 
in  tiie  constitQtiim  to  prescribe  a  specific  mode, 
(which  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  if  my 
strength  will  permit,  was  done  intentionally  and 
wisely,)— from  this  omission,!  say,  sir,  a  great  lat- 
itude of  construction,  and  a  great  diversity  of 
practice,  has  originated.  In  some  States  the  Leg- 
islatures appoint — ^in  some  the  general  ticket  syt- 
tem  prev^s — in  some  few  the  district  system 
— and  in  others  a  compound  of  some  two  or  all 
of  these  modes.  My  honorable  friend  from 
South  Oarolina,  (Hr.  KoDuffib,)  has  depicted 
the  mischiefs  of  this  confused  and  unsettled  sys- 
tem, in  aneh  strong  and  glowing  colors,  that  I 
eannot  presnme  to  add  any  thing  to  their  effect 
It  ^  true,  UT,  t^at,  by  the  present  mode,  com- 
binations may  be,  and  Imve  been,  formed, 
which  have  prevented  a  fdr  expression  of  the 
popular  will.  The  people  are  called  upon  to 
vote  a  ticket,  (under  the  general  ticket  system,) 
containing  15,  24,  or  86  names — ^to  vote  for,  to 
ekooK  persons,  of  whom  tiiey  may  never  have 
heard  before — of  whose  qualifications  they  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  of  judging — whose 
integrity  has  never  been  tested — and  if  this 
ticket  had  dropped  from  the  clouds,  they 
most  take  it  or  lose  their  vote.  Call  you  this 
ehaiee^  sir?  I  have  always  thoo^t,  air,  that 
choice  uvolved  sdtection  of  one  or  more  from 
others — "  from  the  general  mass  " — that  it  in- 
Tdlved  knowledge,  comparison,  voluntary  pref- 
erence, and  was  a  right  of  more  or  less  value, 
according  to  the  importance  of  its  object 
IThat  temptation  and  opportunity  is  presented 
by  this  system,  for  intnsue  uid  management  1 
'What  apathy  and  indifference  are  manifested 
by  the  people,  for  such  a  feeble  and  dubious  ex- 
ercise of  this  great  constitutional  privily  1 
£ven  under  the  excitement  of  the  late  election, 
how  many  neglected  the  exercise  of  this  right  1 
.Ajid,  should  it  not  be,  rir,  the  poli<^  of  every 
wise  Qoremment  to  interest  its  (ntiaena  in  ite 
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organization  ?  Under  the  present  system,  bow 
many  worthy  citizens  remain  at  home,  under 
the  paralyzing  influence  of  tiie  conviction  that 
they  can  do  no  good — that  the  election  is  ia 
the  hands  of  the  cunning  few,  and  that  it  is  a 
mere  mockery  for  tiiem  sin^y — ^without  oon- 
cert;  without  the  animation  derived  from  a 
prospect  of  success,  to  pretend  to  withstand  the 
disciplined  cohorts  oi^msed  to  theoi.  Una  leth- 
argy is  almost  worse  Ihui  &oti«i  itself.  It  is 
more  secret — more  insidious  in  its  ^proaobes. 
It  disguises  itself  under  the  name  of  modera- 
tion, and  aversion  to  debate  and  strife,  when  it 
too  often  proceeds  from  a  criminal  indifference 
to  those  rights  which  our  ancestors  bled  and 
died  to  secure.  They  are  men  of  busineB^— 
they  can't  lose  the  chance  of  turning  a  penny 
to  promote  any  public  measure.  It  would  seem, 
rir,  asif  some  of  them  had  taken,  in  earnest^  the 
saroaBlac  advice  of  the  Boman  satarist — 

*'  Tirtua  post  nommos.** 

Let  any  man  look  abroad— tiirough  the  Vn^ 
ion,  I  mean,  and  deny,  if  he  can,  that  this  ia  a 
finthful  picture.   Surely,  sir,  it  requires  no  pro- 

Shetic  voice  to  warn  us  agidnst  so  dangerous  a 
elusion.  Surely,  sir,  we  will  spare  a  little  time 
to  listen  to  the  "  Farewell  Address  "  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show 
the  existence  of  an  evil  unless  it  can  be  reme- 
died, either  wholly  or  partially — but  I  insist, 
sir,  that  the  adoption  of  the  District  System,  as 
proposed  by  the  good  old  State  I  have  the  hon- 
or, in  part  ^  represent,  so  inadequately — and  a 
direct  vote,  in  Districts,  for  President  and  Vice 
President  will  cure  the  most  alarming  of  these 
evils.  Ine  constitution,  by  interporiiu;  the 
electoral  colleges,  nndonbtMly  intended  that 
they  shonld  exercise  a  sound  msoretion  in  the 
choice  of  a  President— they  were  "  to  analyze 
his  qualifications,  and  judiciously  combine  mo- 
tives of  choice,"  Fed.  No.  68.  But  sir,  the 
people  of  this  country,  as  has  been  shown  in 
this  debate,  and  elsewhere,  have  not  been  con- 
tent with  simply  the  right  of  originating  the 
colleges,  even  when  committed  to  them  by 
their  State  Legislatures — they  have  always  re- 
quired a  pledge,  or  some  evidence,  of  the  elec- 
tor or  electors,  for  whom  they  intended  to  give 
their  ultimate  vote,  before  they  would  give 
their  vote  to  him  or  tliem.  Here,  then,  sir, 
the  intention  of  the  constitutiou  has  been  man- 
ifestly defeated — this  seems  to  l>e  a  case  In 
which  experience  suggests  amendment  The 
people,  sir,  although  they  will  hear  at^punent 
and  reason,  yet  will  finally  judge  for  them- 
selves. But  even  here  I  would  lay  my  hands 
on  this  venerated  instrument  witii  great  reluc- 
tance. The  pure  and  enlightened  views  of  its 
framers  ptead  strongly  in  its  behalf;  and  al- 
though we  may  not  now  discover  the  evils 
which  may  result  frxpm  the  change,  yet  time 
— ^time  and  casualty  may  disclose  them.  But 
flir,  as  I  believe  that  the  design  of  its  framers  baa 
been  defeated,  I  would  haawdthis  amendment 
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It  Toold  have,  sir,  I  think,  the  effect  of  roas- 
ing  the  people  from  their  torpid  quietism ;  it 
wul  make  them  feel  tiiat  their  voice  is  heard — 
th&t  their  vote  is  felt ;  and  the  voting  directly 
and  immedifltely  for  the  man  of  their  choice, 
will  of  its^  be  prodnctive  of  a  Uvely  satisfao- 
tioii.  They  will  then  know  that  their  vote  is 
given  as  they  wished  it  shonld  be,  and  is  be- 
jnond  ib»  omtrol  of  any  political  legerdemain. 
Th^  win  not  be  agit^»d  by  the  moits  of  the 
sevnal  electoral  oaiididate&  bnt  thdr  ^  will 
r^Kweringly  c« the  man  cftludr  ultimate  duAce. 
I  nndiHstand  a  ease  has  occnrred  in  Maryland, 
where  ther«  were  two  electoral  candidates  for 
the  same  Presidential  candidate,  and  one  for 
another  Fireddential  candidate,  and,  although 
the  diEArict  nve  a  large  majority  for  the  Pres- 
idential can&date  who  bad  two  Mends  as  elec- 
toral candidates,  yet  the  third  candidate  ob- 
tained tfae  greatest  plurality,  and  thus  the  vote 
of  the  district  was  given  to  that  candidate  for 
the  Fnsidency,  against  whom  there  was  a 
large  m^oiiij.  Thia  cannot  hmpen  when  the 
penile  vote  directly  for  the  rrendent.  An 
noiMinible  gentleman  from  Hew  York,  (Mr. 
Btoebb,)  hw  asked  those  who  contend  for  this 
expresMOn  ot  the  popnlar  will  in  this  mode — 
why  not  ejftend  the  prindple  ?  and  has  alluded 
to  a  species  of  population  which,  without  being 
citizens,  is  counted  in  estimating  the  ratio  of 
rejHresisitation  from  the  Southern  States.  Sir, 
if  he  had  ahown  us  that  this  amendment  would 
have  conferred  any  additional  power  on  these 
States,  the  observation  would  nave  had  some 
bearing ;  or  if  he  had  shown  that  they  would 
have  derived  any  peculiar  advantage,  it  would 
have  been  more  plausibly  introduced  into  de- 
bate ;  bnt  as  it  is — ^whatever  it  may  be — it  is 
not  an  argument. 

The  hMiorable  senltonan  from  Yi^^a,  who 
ipoike  &at,  Qb.  Abohbb,)  has  discoursed  with 
ntndi  State  pride  on  the  freehold — viva  voce 
sofinge  of  "^Arfpnia.  He  has  told  us  that  the 
mode  of  voting  by  ballot  is  a  sneaking  way ; 
that  they  "  sneak  up  to  the  polls,"  and  that  he 
would  exile  himself  if  the  freehold  qualification 
wsa  abolished  in  Vii^nia.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  understood  that  a  lai^  portion  of 
tiie  citizens  of  Vii^^a,  particmarly  in  the 
'West,  are  very  anxious  to  have  their  constitu- 
tion amended,  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise the  elective  franchise;  but,  perhaps,  after 
the  honorable  gentleman's  threat  to  leave  them 
if  th^  do^  they  may  desist.  I  imagine,  sir, 
that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  any  other 
State  to  givB  her  citizens  the  same  independ- 
ence as  the  citizens  of  Virginia  have,  by 
adopting  the  same  mode — ^by  making  a  freehold 
necessary  to  vote,  and  by  protecting  that  free- 
hold from  the  payment  of  debts ;  they  might 
then,  sir,  be  so  independent  as  not  only  to  tell 
a  candidate  viva  voce,  that  they  would  not  vote 
fcr  him — bnt  also  that  they  would  not  pay  bim 
a  just  debt — and  that,  too,  "  viva  voce,"  sir. 
Bot,  far,  with  the  right  of  suffrage  the  consti- 
bitiott  haa  laodably  omitted  to  interfere ;  nor 
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does  this  amendment  seek  to  interfere.  The 
constitution  has  omitted  it,  as  I  sud,  for  the 
wisest  reasons. 

The  requisites  to  the  rights  of  sufEhue  are 
very  different  in  the  different  Stat^  and  even 
in  adjoining  States ;  in  Yirginia,  as  we  have 
seen,  none  but  freeholders  can  vote — ^in  North 
CaroHna,  sir,  it  is  the  birthri^t  of  every  free- 
man, therefore,  the  constitution  had  at- 
tempted to  fix  a  nnifonn  rule  on  this  subject 
the  strange  anomaly  mb^t  have  been  presented 
of  a  mtars  voting  ror  the  highest  oOmee  in  flie 
TTnion,  who  could  not  vote  fbr  the  lowest 
State  officer.  It  might  also  have  interfered 
materially  with  the  polity  of  a  State.  Ttiia 
amendment,  therefore,  sir,  does  not  at  all  inter- 
fere with  State  rights ;  their  quantity  of  power 
remains  the  same:  its  ratio  of  a^nstmenfc  is 
not  disturbed — and  either  with  regard  to  the 
Union,  or  each  other,  they  preserve  the  same 
relative  rights.  It  will  also  prevent  the  array- 
ing of  State  agfunst  State — as  the  snpporters  of 
the  President  will  be  diffosed  through  the  Un- 
ion ;  unreasonable  jeslonsies  will  thus  be  pre- 
vented, and  sectional  feelings  and  appellstiona, 
against  which  the  Father  ofhis  Goontry  enter- 
tained so  much  apprehension,  will  be  aepri^red 
of  one  of  their  most  powerfully  exciting  causes^ 
and  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  any  citi- 
zen of  any  State,  with  an  American  feeling, 
would  not  greatly  prefer  that  the  candidate  ox 
hia  choice  should  be  President,  than  that  his 
State  shonld  give  an  undivided  vote. 

The  proposition  that  the  Senate  should  dect, 
points  clearly  to  the  State  power;  and  this 
qualification  being  retained  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  House  of  Representatives,  shows 
conclusively  that  this  was  a  point  not  to  be 
conceded.  Indeed,  sir,  the  convention  repeat- 
edly decided  against  any  mode  by  which  this 
officer  should  be  elected,  without  a  partlc^a- 
tion  by  the  States  as  Statee:  the  plair  finally 
adopted  was  the  result  of  fair  compromlsoj  and 
was  much  complained  of  at  the  time,  as  giviag 
too  much  infiuence  to  the  large  Stat^  Let  ns 
recollect,  too,  sir,  that,  by  the  amendment  of 
1804,  which  I  before  mentioned,  this  State 
right  haa  been  considerably  abridged. 

Tlie  power  of  the  House,  as  exercised  in  this 
election,  is  really  the  only  purely  Jederatize 
feature  that  now  remains.  The  Senate  do  not 
vote  by  States,  but  Individually.^  But,  or,  the 
great  argument  relied  on  is  tlie  liability  of  this 
House  to  corruption — ^to  undue  depend^cy  by 
the  expectation  of  honors  and  offices.  I  know, 
sir,  that  patron^  addresses  itself  to  some  of 
the  moat  powernil  feelings  that  reign  In  the 
human  breast — to  hope,  to  pleasing  hope — that 
passion  which  animates  the  lottery  adventurer, 
and  the  monarch  on  the  embattled  plain ;  to 
the  desire  of  distinction,  from  which  the  wisest 
and  best  are  not  exempt ;  to  ambition,  which, 
however  immoderate,  persuades  itself  that  it  is 
our  country,  and  not  ourselves,  that  we  serve. 
I  admit,  sir,  that  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able gentlemaa  from  SoQth  Carolinai  (Mr. 
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MoDdtfm,)  deserve  great  consideration;  but, 
sir,  they  prove  too  much,  if  atxj  thiog— they 
certainly  prove,  as  the  honorable  genUeman 
from  UasaachoMtts  Qtr,  Evkrbtt)  has  shown, 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
mighty  powers  of  legislation,  which  the  oon- 
stitntion  has  vested  us  with,  and  which  involve 
the  weal  or  woe,  not  only  of  this  nation,  but 
X>erh^  of  tiie  world.  I  cannot  see  those 
frightfol  omens  which  some  gentlemen  think 
they  can  discover  in  the  political  horizon.  I 
see  no  bulwark  of  the  constitution  broken 
down ;  the  ramparts  are  entire,  and  the  senti- 
nels, I  trust,  are  at  their  posts.  I  have  not 
heard  the  tocsin  of  alarm  sounded  by  the  State 
legislatures,  nor  have  Z  seen  the  flaming  hrand 
passed  from  hill  to  hill. 

The  late  Presidential  dection  dniy  and  con- 
stitntioDally  devolved  upon  tiiis  House,  and 
was  duly  and  couBtitutionoUy  made,  and  every 
good  citizen  is,  I  trust,  disposed  to  judge  "  aU 
those  in  authority  "  by  their  measures. 

But,  sir,  if  the  deformed  features  of  corrupt 
tion  have  been  here  manifested,  is  there  no 
mode  of  expelling  the  monster,  but  by  digging 
up  the  foundations  of  the  constitntionaT  edi- 
fice !  If  the  golden  shower  has  penetrated  the 
massy  walls  of  the  Capitol,  close  the  avenues ; 
if  we  cannot  resist  temptation,  let  ns  fly  it. 
Let  ua  pass  a  self-denying  ordinance— exclude 
members  from  ofiBce.  But  do  not,  nr,  because 
we  are  frail^  disfigure  the  mtmuments  of  onr 
ancestors'  wisdom  and  virtue.  X«t  ns  rather 
endeavor  to  elevate  ourselves  to  their  standard, 
than  destroy  the  standard  itsetf.  I  have  thus 
endeavored,  Hr.  Chairman,  not  only  to  express 
my  opinion,  bot  to  assign  my  reasons.  I  was 
not  disposed  to  shrink  from  responsibility  by 
a  silent  vote  for  these  amendments.  I  feel  a 
conviction,  sir,  that  I  have  at  least  endeavored 
to  do  my  dut^ :  and,  ur,  there  is  no  feeling  I 

Srize  more  highly,  or  would  purchase  more 
early. 

Hr.  Pole  then  took  tiie  floor,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  eflfeot : 

Mr.  Chairman :  After  the  aUe  and  very  in- 
teresting discnssion,  with  which  we  have  heen 
&vored  upon  the  present  occasion,  but  little 
remains  to  be  said  upon  this  important  suhject. 
And  I  ^ould,  sir,  upon  this,  as  I  have  done 
upon  other  occasions,  have  contented  myself  to 
have  given  a  silent  vote,  but  for  the  acknowl- 
edged importance  of  the  great  question  upon 
which  we  now  deliberate,  and  that  I  represent 
here  a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  this  coun- 
try. As  their  hnmble  organ,  I  should  be  cen- 
snrable,  indeed,  not  to  express  Gxeli  will  vpoa 
a  subject  which  is  not  local  In  its  character ; 
which  does  not  affect,  in  the  decision  which  we 
are  called  upon  to  make,  any  one  State,  or  por- 
tion of  this  Union,  to  the  exclusion  of  another ; 
hnt  upon  a  sabject,  in  which  the  whole  people 
of  this  mighty  Confederacy  feel  much  concern. 
Tes,  sir,  swd  Mr.  P.,  the  proposed  amendments 
to  the  conatitatioD,  contuned  la  the  resolntions 
npon  70iir  table,  Involve,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 
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question  of  vast  interest  to  the  people  .of  this 
country.  They  involve,  «r,  the  question  oi 
their  sovereignty.  That  tkit  is  a  (rovemment 
la»ei  ^ipon  ih*  mU  iff  the  People  ;  that  aU 
power  emanates  ,firom  them  ;  ana  that  a  major- 
ity thimld  rule;  are,  as  I  ooncuTe,  vital  prin- 
ciples in  this  Government,  never  to  be  sacri- 
ficed or  abandoned,  under  any  circumstances. 
In  theory,  all  sound  politicians  admit  the  ab- 
stract proposition,  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  sovereign ;  that  they  are  the  source  of 
power ;  and  that.,  in  a  representative  Bepnblio 
like  thi^  the  m^)ority  snould  rule,  and  the 
minority  submit.  These  constitute  the  basis, 
upon  which  rest  all  your  political  institutiona. 
But,  in  practice,  how  does  their  sovereignty 
operate  in  the  eleotion  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation?  Are  the  pe(^le,  in  &ct^  sov- 
ereign? Does  the  power  that  elevates  this  di»> 
tingul^ed  individoal  to  this  high  station, 
always  emanate  from  them}  Bo  a  mijoritr 
always  prevail?  The  history  ttf  past  events 
answers  the  question.  The  possibility,  much 
less  the  increased  probability,  that  it  may  be 
otherwise,  under  the  present  provisions  of  the 
constitntion,  strongly  urges  the  necessity  of 
making  some  amendment,  whereby  the  desir- 
able end  may  be  attained,  that  the  in^vidual 
who  is  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  may  be  the  choice  of  a  majority  of 
its  (utizens.  But  here,  dr,  I  am  met  at  the 
thrediold,  by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobss,)  and  told,  that  it 
never  was  intended,  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  the  people  should  exercise  the 
important  function  of  electing  the  Prendent 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  popular  principle,  in  relation  to  this  elec- 
tion, was  limited ;  that  it  was  a  mixed  power, 
partaking  of  the  ^pular  and  federative  princi- 
ples ;  tbat  it  was  intended  that  there  should  be 
a  great  rallying  point  for  the  States,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  when  the  primary 
electors  should  fail  to  make  a  choice,  and  when 
the  contingency  should  happen,  that  the  elec- 
tion should  devolve  npon  Congress.  If  the 
gentleman  be  right,  in  the  propodtion  which 
he  has  assumed,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  have 
been  wholly  mistaken,  and  totally  wrong,  in 
my  conceptions  npon  this  subject.  But,  before 
I  attempt  to  answer  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, snffer  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make 
this  general  remark.  Almost  every  gentieman 
who  has  addressed  the  committee  upon  this 
occasion,  (I  believe  I  should  not  err  if  I  were 
to  say  all,)  seem  to  have  viewed  this  snhjeot  as 
thongh  we  were  aboat  to  perform  an  ordinary 
act  of  legislaticm  under  the  constitntion;  as 
though  we  were  about  to  enact  an  deetoral 
laa,  to  carry  the  provirions  into  effect:  and 
not  as  though  we  were  called  upon,  by  tbB 
propositions  now  before  as,  to  amend  the  fun- 
damental  law  of  the  country — ^the  emutitutiim 
itaelf.  And  if  the  gentieman  fhim  Hew  York 
was  right  in  his  premises,  as  to  the  intentitm  of 
that  Might  galuy  of  statesmen  wlw  nmiposed 
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the  ecMLTentioD  of  '87 — that  framed  the  consti- 
tution, (which  I  am  far  from  believiiig,  and 
eatinot  admit,)  still  I  would  maiotain,  that, 
after  near  fort^  years'  experience  of  the  prao- 
tieal  (^leratioDS  of  this  constitntion,  it  was 
aoond  policj,  and  hnportant  to  the  HtabilitT, 
Inration,  and  bamionT'  of  the  Union,  to  amend 
die  eiHutitation,  and  give  this  important  power 
drectly^  to  the  great  body  of  the  Amerioan 
mople.   But,  «r,ia  the  gentlenum  from  Kew 
lark  li^tt    Was  it,  as  he  snmKwee,  ncTer 
faiiNided  that  fbt  people  of  the  United  States 
ihoold  elect  the  Fteeadent  f       sir,  I  had  no 
oUmt  argaident  to  light  up  my  mind  to  a  cor- 
rect eooclosion  upon  this  point,  than  those  that 
are  k^itimately  to  be  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itself  I  Aoald  be  amply  snstaiaed  in  tiie 
opinions  I  hare  formed.   Is  it  reasonable  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  had  bat 
recently  broken  the  chains  of  their  slavery,  and 
shaken  off  a  foreign  yoke— who  were  about  to 
fonn  for  tbemselTes  a  system,  a  free  and  re- 
pobUcea  BjrBtem,  of  GoTenunent— is  it  reason- 
able. I  repeat  it,      that  they  should  have  in- 
towied  to  disCranehise  themselTee  in  this  im- 
portant pazttenlar — the  electicHi  of  the  first  offi- 
cer of  tae  Repoblie  ?   What,  sir,  is  their  lan- 
gMge,  in  the  preamble  of  this  oonstitntion ! 

PtopU  0/  tk*  UniUd  StaUa^^^  &c, 
^  ia  ordaanrni  ettabluih  thia  Coiutitution  for 
Otf  UniVd  StaUM  of  Atneriea.''  Bot  I  wUl  not 
btigae  the  oonunittee,  by  reiterating  the  able 
arguments  of  Hie  honorable  member  from 
SoQlh  Carolina,  (Mr.  Dbattok,)  drawn  from 
the  constitution  itself,  upon  this  part  of  the 
salgect.  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every 
gjoitieman,  and  proves  ntisfwtoiily  and  oon- 
dubdy,  to  my  mind,  ^t  the  framen  <^  the 
eoBstitation  contemplated  and  intended,  that 
the  pet^  shonld  he  the  Sectors  of  Freadent 
and  ^oe  Frerident ;  that  they  viewed  a  reoar- 
raaoe  of  this  cHecdon  to  tiie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  as  a  remote  possibility,  and  one 
which  would  seldom,  if  ever,  occnr.  We  are 
no^  however,  left  to  ferret  oat  their  intention 
by  the  letter,  or  by  the  construction  of  the 
eoostitntion  alone.  Other  evidences  ore  within 
our  reach.  What  were  the  opinions  of  a  dis- 
tingoished  member  of  that  Convention,  as  oon- 
tdned  in  the  writings  of  the  I^ederalitt^  so  tn- 
qataOj  referred  to  in  the  oonrse  of  this  debate 
— wh^  litf  -wm  the  qiinions  of  Alexander 
HanuUoo  ?  With  all  Us  anti-democratic  prin- 
ctIob,  did  he  contend,  in  the  nnmbers  of  the 
JUeraZiM,  written  by  himself  and  designed, 
together  with  the  nnmbers  of  his  able  cmi^u- 
nm,  (Mr.  Kadison  and  Hr.  Jay,)  to  fhrnish  to 
the  AjDsriean  people  a  frur  aqMsition  of  the 
new  constitDti<»i — written  at  that  critical  pe- 
riod, too,  when  this  constitation  was  soepended 
before  toe  conventions  of  the  States,  for  ratifi- 
cation or  rg'ection  ?  Did  he  contend  that  the 
Preodent  was  not  to  be  elected  by  the  people } 
He,  nrl  Whatever  might  have  been  his  own 
indiTidaal  (pinion  of  what  the  constlttition 
«iy<<  to  IiATO  beta,  he  knew  too  weQ  the  in- 
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tention  of  the  Convention  as  to  what  it  teas. 
Id  the  68th  No.  of  that  work,  be  says,  it  was 
desirable  that  the  sense  of  the  peoi^le  should 
be  ascertained  in  this  important  Section ;  that, 
for  this  purpose,  the  election  was  not  made  to 
depend  on  any  pre-existing  or  pre-established 
body  of  men,  who  might  be  tampered  with,  to 
profititnte  their  votes ;  but  the  uioice  wos  re- 
fened  to  an  immediate  act  of  the  people  ct 
America;  and  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
President  should  be  independent  of  all  others, 
bat  the  people,  for  his  election.  I  have  not  the 
number  to  which  I  refer,  before  me,  bnt  I  state 
it  substantially  correct  In  the  Convention  in 
Virginia,  to  whom  this  constitution  was  snb- 
mitted,  tor  ratification  or  r^ection,  what  were 
tiie  opinions  entertained  by  its  distinguished 
memMTS  ?  Did  £Atfy  understand  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  to  elect  the  President  t  No,  sir. 
Gtovemor  JBandolph,  in  answering  an  ol^ection 
which  had  been  made  to  this  part  of  the  con- 
stitution— ^that  foreign  influence  would  operate 
in  the  election  of  the  President — says :  "  The 
doctors  iDQst  be  elected  by  the  pecn>le  at  large. 
To  procure  his  re-election,  his  inflnenoe  must 
be  coextensive  with  the  Continent ;  and  there 
can  be  no  combination  between  the  electors,  aa 
they  elect  him  on  the  same  day  in  every  State. 
When  this  is  the  case,  how  can  foreign  infln- 
ence  or  intrigue  enter  f  The  late  venerable 
President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
who  has  gone  into  retirement,  and,  I  am  son^ 
to  say  it,  sir,  in  penury  and  want— for,  what- 
ever else  may  be  said  of  him,  it  may  be  truly 
said,  he  was  a  &itbful  and  nseful  public  ser- 
vant, in  those  trying  times  when  his  conntry 
realized  the  value  of  his  services— be  said, 
apon  this  occasiou :  "  Hie  Prendent  ought  to 
act  under  the  stnmcest  impulses  of  rewards 
and  punishments,  which  are  the  strongest  in- 
centives to  human  actions.  There  are  two 
ways  of  securing  this  point.  Be  ought  to  de- 
pend on  the  people  of  America  for  his  appoint- 
ment and  continuance  in  office.  He  ought, 
also,  to  be  responsible,  in  an  equal  degree,  to 
all  uie  States,  and  to  be  tried  by  dispassionate 
judges.  His  responsibility  ought,  mrther,  to 
be  direct  and  immediate."  Mr.  Mason,  and 
Mr.  Madison,  too,  who  were  distinguished 
members  of  the  Ccmvention  of  Yir^ia,  do 
not  seem  to  hare  understood  this  snl^eot  aa  the 

f3otl«nan  from  Kew  York  professes  to  do. 
hey  maintained  that  "the  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  attended  to."  But,  at  the  pe- 
riod when  this  constitution  was  presented  to 
the  States  for  ratification,  it  was  an  alarming 
crims  to  the  people  of  this  country.  The  Arti- 
oles  of  Confederation  had  proved  inadequate  to 
tiie  great  purposes  of  seu-governmeDt.  The 
question  presented  to  the  States  was,  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  of  the  new  constitution.  Be- 
jection,  and  anarchy,  and  confusion,  with  des- 
potism in  their  train,  were  most  Ukely  to  be 
the  oonseqnences ;  and  thoa^  some  oqectiona 
n^ht  have  existed  to  the  oonstitntion,  in  thia 
partionlar,as  possibly  in  a  remote  degree,  yet^ 
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under  the  circomstaaces,  ratification  fras  better 
than  rejection.  At  that  period,  it  was  thought 
hj  the  sagea  of  that  day,  diBtingoiahed  for  their 
talents  md  political  sagacitj,  that  it  was  harely 
poedble  that  the  dieotion  could  devolve  on 
Omuress.  They  had  fixed  tiidr  eyes  npon  that 
distiDgaiahed  man,  "  the  I\uher  hu  Coun- 
try,^ as  the  first  wno  was  to  fill  this  high  offioe 
— an  individnal  opon  whom  all  nnited  with  one 
Toioe.  Thej  ooold  not  pieroe  the  veil  of  fntn- 
aty,  and  see  the  new  system  folly  develop 
Itself.  What  they  could  not  anticipate  or  fore- 
see, we  have  realized.  Is  there  any  gentleman 
here,  with  his  past  observation  and  experience, 
who  will  hazard  the  opinion,  that  this  election 
will  hereafter  but  seldom  devolve  npon  Con- 
gress f  Is  there  any  ^ntleman  here,  who  will 
aeny  that,  under  existing  circomstances,  this 
important  election,  nnder  the  present  provWons 
of  the  constitntioD,  most,  in  all  probabili^. 
most  generally,  terminate  in  this  Hooae?  If 
BQoh  must  probably  be  the  result,  is  not  t^e  in- 
tention of  the  constitution,  and  of  its  framers, 
that  the  people  should  elect  tiie  Prendent,  de- 
feated ?  Ji^  by  the  unforeseen  operations  of 
the  oonstitntion,  the  people  have,  in  effect, 
been  deprired  of  an  important  right,  which 
they  ought  to  possess  and  exercise,  and  which 
I  midntain  was  intended  to  be  given  to  them, 
are  we  not  called  upon,  by  the  most  solemn 
oblkations,  to  restore  it  to  Uiem  ? 

Bat,  to  oonaider  this  subject  more  sys- 
tematicallj — ^the  resolutions  under  oonridera- 
tlon  naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  dis- 
tinct propositions:  1st.  That  the  ooqrtitutioD 
shall  be  so  amended,  that  ^e  election  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  BhaU,  in  no  event, 
devolve  npon  the  respective  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. And  2d.  That  toe  constitution  shall  be 
BO  amended,  that  each  State  in  the  Union  i^l 
be  divided  into  as  many  distriots  as  there  are 
Senators  and  Bepresentativea  in  Congress,  from 
each  reqiective  State,  and  that  each  district 
shall  give  one  vote. 

In  examining  these  two  propodtioos,  al- 
though di^iuot  in  themselves,  I  shall  not 
view  tiliem  as  ^stiuot  and  substantive  propo- 
sitions, unconnected  with  each  other  in  tfa^ 
^^Bet»  and  oparaUont,  as  some  gentlemen  have 
done. 

In  support  of  the  first  proposition,  it  will  he 
necessary  briefly  to  notice  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  present  constitution,  and  why  it  is  that 
the  election  of  this  high  officer  should,  in  no 
event,  devolve  upon  Congress.  The  first  rea- 
son which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  why  it ' 
should  not  there  devolve,  is,  that  the  President 
is  not  an  officer  of  Congress ;  he  is  not  an  offi- 
cer of  the  House  of  Bepr^ntatires,  but  he  is 
the  Chief  ICacistrate  of  tiie  whole  people  of 
Us/d  Unicm,  ana  should  he  dhrectly  respootible 
to  the  people  fbr  Ms  conduct  in  office,  and  be 
dependent  upon  them  for  his  re-election.  The 
sorest  guarantee  that,  in  his  admiaistration,  he 
will  oonsolt  the  interests  of  his  constituents, 
«iid,  to  the  extent  ai  his  ability,  pursue  a  vise 


policy,  is  the  certiunty,  that,  at  the  expiratitm 
of  his  term,  he  must  return  agfun  to  the  body 
of  society,  and  submit  his  public  conduct  to  the 
scrutiny  of  impartial  examination ;  is  the  cer- 
tainty thal^  if  he  has  disregarded  or  urgent- 
ly mistaken  the  best  interest  of  the  eonntiy,  bt 
will  not  be  again  elended  to  that  Mfl^  stjmwii 
but  must  seek  the  "post  of  honor  in  a  privets 
station must  sharC' with  the  body  of  his  fid- 
low-oitizens  their  burdens,  and  must  parti(»pato 
with  them,  the  evil  effects  of  his  own  pouoy. 
But  if  he  is  remotely  responsible  to  the  people^ 
and  dependent  directly  upon  a  select  or  pre- 
existing body  of  men  for  his  appointment,  it  is 
human  nature,  and  he  will  study  more  to  oon- 
ciliate  his  immediate  electors,  than  to  advanoe 
the  interest  of  the  community.  But,  nr,  the 
election  ought,  in  no  event,  to  devolve  ap<m 
the  House  of  Bepresuitatives,  for  a  much  more 
impMtaat  reason,  and  one  whioh,  with  me^  is 
oonclu^ve.  It  ia,  because  a  minority  as  wdl  in 
the  Electoral  Colleges,  under  the  present  pro- 
viwms  of  the  constitution,  as  a  minority  oi 
representatives  in  Congress,  may  elect  him,  ami 
thereby  destroy  and  overturn  in  practice  what 
all  admit  in  tiieory — that  a  mq'ority  should 
rule.  According  to  the  present  provimons  of 
the  constitution,  there  are  as  many  electors  for 
President  and  Vice  Preadent,  as  there  are  Sen- 
ators and  Kepresentatives  in  Congress.  By  the 
last  apportionment,  which  I  shall  take  as  an 
example,  for  tiie  purpose  oi  illustrating  the  ar- 
gnment,  the  number  of  electors  Is  261.  A  ma- 
jority at  the  whole  number  of  electors  is 
necessary  to  a  chmee  in  the  primary  Colleges ; 
and  if  the  Odleges  of  Electors  &il  to  ekct, 
then,  out  of  the  three  fairest  on  the  list  of 
those  voted  for  by  the  electors,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  voting  by  States,  is  to  choose 
the  President  Suppose,  for  example,  rir,  that 
A  and  B  are  the  prominent  candidates  before 
the  people  for  the  Freradeucy.  G  is  likewise  a 
candidate.  A  receives  120  electoral  votes,  B 
receives  an  equal  number,  and  G  receives  the 
remaining  21  votes.  G  may  have  been  support- 
ed by  one  or  two  of  the  States,  or  may  nave 
received  the  votes  of  a  part  of  the  people 
some  one  of  the  lu-ger  States.  Ay  M,  and  G, 
in  this  event,  are  presented  to  the  House  oi 
Bepresentativea,  the  three  highest  on  the  list 
of  the  electoral  votu,  out  of  whom  the  House 
is  to  choose  the  Preaoent.  An  election,  under 
these  cironmstraces,  takes  place  in  the  House, 
where  the  votes  are  taken  by  States ;  and  CL 
who  has  received  a  small  minority  of  electoral 
votes,  may  be  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  thir^-one  Bepresentatives,  npon  this 
floor,  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  the 
whole  number  of  Bepresentatives:  for  thirty- 
one  Bepresentatives  here,  from  the  thirteen 
nnaller  States  in  the  Umon,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  control  and  to  give  the  votes  cf  tbit^ 
teen  Statea,  and  thereby  deet  the  FnstdMkt 
against  the  will  of  the  remaining  one  hundred 
and  Nghty-two  Bepvesentative^  as  is  demon- 
strable thus: 
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No.  Iff 

Kiinliwlpnl  hu 

1,  a  lukiritT  fa  1 

1 

do. 

1 

1 

do. 

1 

Ddawmre 

1 

do. 

1 

Bhode  Island 

S 

do. 

8 

do. 

% 

Looiakna 

8 

do. 

a 

8 

do. 

s 

Vennoot 

S 

do. 

8 

New  HftmpiUra 

8 

do. 

4 

CSnnecdont 

ft 

do. 

4 

New  Jttmy 

8 

do. 

4 

JUlaa 

1 

do. 

4 

45 

81 

Thus  the  whole  number  of  RepreeentatlTea 
upon  this  floor,  from  thirteen  of  the  smaller 
mates  in  the  Uiuoo,  ia  only  forty-five.  A  ma- 
iwitj  of  the  representation  from  each  State 
hare  it  in  their  power  to  control^  and  give  the 
Tote  of  that  State ;  and  thirty-one  Representa- 
tives here  oouatitnte  the  som  of  the  minorities 
of  the  delegations  of  thirteen  States  of  the 
Union.  Thus  C,  with  only  twenty-one  elec- 
toral -votes,  agunst  the  remaimng  two  hundred 
and  forty  Sectoral  votes,  and  with  thirty-one 
BejveaeDtativeB,  against  the  remaining  one 
hoDdred  and  e^hty-two  B^veeentatavea,  may 
be  dected  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States. 
But  soppoae  a  case  etill  more  extreme— it  is 
eertdnJy  posnble  it  may  occur,  and  ther^ore  I 
am  joaofiable  in  ndng  it — sappose  C  receives 
but  ooe  solitary  electoral  vote,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  hundred  and  sixty  are  eqaally  divided 
brtween  A  and  B.  In  this  event  C  ia  consti- 
tBtionally  pre«ente<l  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atrvM  as  one  of  the  three  hishest  on  the  list 
With  bnt  one  single  electond  vote,  tbirty-one 
gentlemen  upon  tnis  floor,  have  it  in  their 
power  to  elect  him  the  President  of  the  United 
Btateo.  Will  gentiemen  aay  these  are  extreme 
eases,  ai^  will  probably  never  occnrt  I  an- 
nrer,  it  S  poesible  they  may  occnr,  and  cases 
appnudzoating  to  them,  and  the  same  in  prin- 
cipJe,  will,  in  all  probabiH^,  <rften  occnr.  Bat 
■ball  I  be  told  that  the  Representatives  of  free- 
men will  never  be  so  loet  to  a  sense  of  dnty  and 
re^oonbility  to  the  people,  as  to  disregard 
their  will,  and  palm  npon  them  a  President  not 
of  their  ciioice !  Experience  is  the  best  of  tu- 
t<Hre8se8,  and  from  her  we  may  learn  many  sal- 
utary leesons,  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  memo- 
rable contest  in  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 

1801,  betw^n  the  venerable  Jefferson  and 
Ajwon  Borr.  The  latter  had  not  received  a 
snn^  Tote  in  the  oontemplation  of  the  people, 
or  of  the  electoral  for  the .  Freridency ;  the 
friends  d  the  former  for  the  Presidency  bad 
sapported  the  latter  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
Tet,  hariog  received  an  equal  namber  of  votes, 
die  one  evidently  intended  to  be  President,  and 
die  other  Vice  President,  nnder  the  then  pro- 
visiiHis  of  tlie  eoostitntion,  it  became  necessary 
for  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  to  determine, 
Totiag  ij  Sti^ei^  which  ol  than  should  be 
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Pretident  With  all  theae  fiutB  rtarlug  them 
in  the  face,  a  ptntiiu  of  the  Bepreaentativee  at 
the  ^ple  at  that  day,  were  not  ao  sompolons 

of  violating  the  people's  will,  as  to  smrender, 
withont  a  strnf^le,  tne  Chief  Magistracy  to  the 
man  of  their  <^ice.  No,  rir ;  a  donbtftil  issue 
ensned,  when  the  sable  cnrtains  of  the  night 
were  drawn  aroond ;  midnight  balloting  aiter 
balloting  followed;  this  mwhty  Confederacy 
was  shaken  to  ita  centre :  for  days  the  resolt 
was  suspended.  Fortunately,  the  American 
people  in  that  stru^e  ultimately  prevailed ;  a 
victory  of  principle  and  of  tbe  people  was  ob> 
tained ;  a  nu^onty  ruled.  And  who  can 
tell,  sir,  what  rni^t  have  be«i  the  oonsft- 
quences,  if  it  had  tenninated  otherwise  t  I 
snudder  to  contemplate  what  might  have  been 
the  fate  of  this  happy  couqUt.  Bnt  I  shall 
not  fatigue  the  committee,  by  indulging  in  con- 
jecture upon  this  unpleasant  sut^ect.  I  have 
referred  gentlemen  to  this  part  m  our  history 
to  show,  that  if,  in  that  case,  the  contest  waa 
rendered  doubtful  for  a  season,  where  the  indi< 
vidual  had  not,  in  contemplation  of  the  people, 
received  a  siof^e  vote  for  the  Presidency ;  tnat 
it  may  occur,  tmder  the  present  provisions  of 
the  constituUon,  where  an  individual  may  have 
received  a  very  amall  number  of  £leotoral 
votes,  as  in  the  cases  I  have  supposed. 

It  may  h^>^,  rir,  that  a  mmority  may  thui 
dect  the  President,  when  the  election  devotvea 
upon  this  House,  from  perstmal  partialities  to 
the  individud  dected,  and  thus  palm  upon  the 
nation  a  President  evidently  not  the  choice  of 
a  malority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
not  uie  choice  of  the  immediate  constituents  of 
those  gentlemen,  upon  this  floor,  who  may 
elect  him ;  and  not  the  choice  of  a  majority  of 
the  Representatives  in  Congress.  It  may  hap- 
pen, sir,  that  the  first  choice  of  the  Represent- 
ative  here,  holding  in  hia  hands  the  power  of 
controlling  the  vote  of  his  State,  may  not  be 
retnroed  to  the  House  as  one  of  the  three  hMi- 
est  upon  the  list.  The  second  choice  of  uie 
Representative  may  be  essentially  different 
from  the  second  choice  of  hie  constitnents,  if 
the  election  were  agun  referred  back  to  them. 
The  Representative  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  or  if  he  know  their 
will,  he  may  affe^  ignorance  of  it.  But  the 
doctrine  is  maintain^  by  some  politacians  in 
this  country,  and  I  ap^ol  to  your  experience 
to  know,  sir,  whether  it  has  not  been  openly 
avowed  upon  this  floor,  that  there  b  no  con- 
nection between  the  Representative  here,  and 
his  constituents  at  home ;  that  the  Bepresentar 
tive  here  is  not  bound  to  regard  or  obey  the 
Instructions  of  those  who  send  him  here.  For 
myself,  I  have  never  entertained  such  opinions, 
but  believe,  upon  all  questions  of  expediency, 
that  the.  Representative  is  bound  to  regard  and 
obey  the  known  will  of  his  constituent.  Other 
gentlemen,  however,  entertain  different  opin- 
ions ;  and  when  such  opinions  are  entertamed 
and  openly  avowed,  what  security  have  the 
people  that  their  rights  will  be  preserved,  -when 
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the  preBerration  of  them  depeods  upon  the  ac- 
cidental, interested,  or  oaprfcioos  will  of  their 
public  servants  f  Thtis  tiie  President  may  be 
elected  hy  a  minority  of  the  Bepresentatives 
in  Oongressj  who  may  be  of  opinion  that  tbey 
have  conscientionsly  discharged  their  pnblic 
duty. 

But  is  there  no  danger,  sir,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  officer  of  the  first  nation  in  the 
world  is  to  be  made  by  a  select  and  pre-exist- 
ing body  of  men,  that  even  the  Bepresenta- 
tives of  freemen  may,  in  an  evil  honr,  be 
tempted  to  depart  from  the  path  of  duty,  re- 
ceive the  wages  of  iniqaity,  -  and  prostrate  at 
the  shrine  of  some  ambitions  annrant  to  the 
Freradmoy,  the  pnbUo  will,  and  with  it  the 
best  interests  of  tiie  country  t  Shall  w  assnme 
to  ourselves  the  hi^  prerc^tive  of  being  on- 
contaminated  and  inoormptible,  when  the  same 
attrlbates  are  denied  to  all  the  rest  of  man- 
kind? Is  immacnlate  purity  to  be  found 
within  these  walls,  and  in  no  other  comer  of 
the  earth}  Have  you  not  yonrselves,  sir,  in 
yoar  legislation  in  relation  to  this  very  subject 
— ^the  election  of  a  Preudent — ^ven  incontes- 
table evidence  that  you  are  distrustful  of  human 
nature  f  Why  is  It,  that,  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1792,  dedgned  as  it  was  to  carry  into 
effect  that  part  of  the  oongtitution  in  relation 
to  the  etecoiDn  of  a  President,  yoa  provide  that 
the  electors  in  ea^  State  Auill  he  dected 
within  the  thirty-foar  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  in 
every  fonrth  year,  the  day  upon  which  the 
electors,  throughout  the  Union,  are  required  to 
pve  their  votes  ?  Why  this  snort  intervening 
period  between  the  choice  of  the  electors,  and 
the  day  upon  which  they  shall  give  their  votes  ? 
It  waa  a  wise  provision,  made  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  tampering  with  them;  to  pre- 
vent intngue,  corruption,  barg^ning,  and  sale ; 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  political  jug- 
glera ;  and  to  keep  pare  the  stream  as  was  the 
fomituQ,  the  people,  from  which  it  flowed.  So 
partioalar  have  yon  been  npon  this  saljeet,  and 
ao  cautions  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  elec- 
tors, that  you  hare  given  them  but  a  short  and 
transitory  existence ;  and  if  any  one  of  them 
should  be  elected  more  th^  thirty-four  days 
before  the  day  upon  whichwe  is  required  to  . 
vote,  the  presumption  of  your  law  is  gainst ! 
him,  and  his  vote  will  not  be  received:  But  is 
not  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  likewise  a 

{iro-existing  body  of  men ! .  Are  they  not  ool- 
ected  together  at  one  point  for  weeks  to- 
gether, between  the  period  when  it  is  asoer- 
tidned  that  the  primary  electors  have  fuled  to 
make  a  choice,  and  the  day  upon  which  thejr 
are  called  upon  to  vote  I  u  it  not  as  probably 
to  the  least  of  it,  that  they  may  be  tam- 
pered with  to  prostitnte  their  votes,  and  that 
they  may  be  corrupted,  as  that  twenty-four 
separate  electoral  colleges,  dispersed  over  the 
twenty-four  States  of  the  Union,  might  be? 
In  the  one  case  you  have  been  distrustful,  and 
have  ^vided  ag^nst  the  poambilitgr  of  undue 
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influence  of  any  kind,  so  as  to  thwart  the  pub- 
lic wiU.  In  relation  to  the  electoral  coUegea, 
yon  have  adopted,  b;y  your  laws,  the  salntair 
maxim,  "  lead  us  not  into  t^ptanon."  WonM 
it  not  be  quite  as  safe  to  adopt  it  in  relation  to 
ourselves  ? 

But  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stores,)  that,  for  the 
honor  of  this  House,  a  suspicion  should  not  be 
indulged  that  its  members  could  be  corrupted. 
Let  it  not  be  told,  says  he,  at  the  couft  of  St 
James,  or  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
even  suspicion  bad  been  openly  entertained 
npon  the  floor  of  the  American  Congress,  that 
any  of  its  members  were  coiruptible.  And 
the  gentleman  from  HaBsachnsetts,  too,  (Mr. 
EvBBBTT,)  deides  in  broad  terms  the  corrupti- 
bility of  this  House.  Sir,  it  is  a  humiliating 
idea,  a  painfhl  thought,  I  admit,  that  the  Rep- 
resentative of  freemen  could,  under  any  cir^ 
cumstanoes,  barter  away  or  disregard  the  rights 
of  the  people  for  their  own  individual  aggran- 
dizement But  human  nature  is  the  same  in 
all  ages  of  the  world.  All  past  history  has 
shown  that  It  is  unsafe  to  rely  upon  virtoe 
alone  when  strong  temptations  are  presented. 
And  what  stronger  temptation  to  corruption 
and  the  abandonment  <h  prini^ple  than  the 
Prendency,  can  be  held  out  to  an  ambitiotui 
man  antinng  to  that  Ugh  t^oe  t  The  VnA- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  when  deeted,  has 
an  immense  patronage  to  bestow;  has  many 
honorable  and  lucrative  ofSces  in  hu  gift  And 
what  stronger  temptation  than  to  receive  the 
patronage  in  his  power,  can  be  held  out  to  the 
few  assembled  here,  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  elect  him  ?  I  apprehend,  sir,  if  this  election 
shall  frequently  devolve  upon  Congress,  that  a 
door  will  be  opened  to  cormption,  intrigue^ 
and  to  office  hunters;  and  I  apprehend,  fur- 
ther, ^at  through  that  door  the  evil-doer  maj 
one  day  enter,  and  sap  the  fonndatdons  of  this 
bappy  B^nblic.  Otner  conntiieB  l^ve  been 
revolationized  and  involved  in  anarchy-  and 
confusion,  upon  whose  ruins  despotism  has 
erected  her  throne.  I  hope,  sir,  my  apprehen- 
sions may  be  unfounded ;  but  surely  it  is  pru- 
dent in  us  to  take  warning  from  their  example, 
and  close  the  door  through  which  unprincipled 
men  may  enter,  and  obtain  an  advantage.  It 
shoold  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  many  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  the  Oongressional 
elections,  for  the  next  Oongress,  have  tran- 
spired some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  before 
the  Presidential  election ;  the  member  is  either 
defeated  by  a  more  favored  citizen  of  his  dis- 
trict, who  is  to  sapply  Uie  place  here,  and  his 
dh«ot  and  immediate  req>onriUUty  to  the  peo- 
ple is  destroyed;  or  he  haa  been  previoosly- 
eleeted,  and  is  assored  that  he  will  at  least  hold 
his  seat  here,  if  he  de^  it,  for  another  term. 
If  he  has  been  defeated  at  home,  he  seeks  ele- 
vatiim  and  promotion  elsewhere;  if  h«  has 
been  successful  at  home,  he  hopes  his  good 
oottstituenta  may  forget  his  political  on  before 
the  next  el«etion;  if  be  shoold  atill  deaire  to 
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hdd  ae«t,  he  hopes,  hj  the  assiatauoe  of 
£xecatire  influence,  he  may  effect  some  local 
measore  that  may  reconcile  his  conKtitaents,  or 
balance  in  their  estimation  the  evil  deed  lie  has 
etHunutted.  Another  argament,  Ifr.  Chair- 
man,  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  struck 
me  with  pecnliar  force.  says  he,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  ever  destroyed,  it  will  not  be  by 
men  in  power,  but  by  men  oat  of  power. 
And  Uie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Etekett,)  who  succeed ed  him,  used  a  similar 
ar^gmnent,  and  told  na,  that  if  the  Government 
TM  «vw  destzt^ed,  it  would  not  he  by  a  Presi- 
dmt  elected  t^^  a  minority  of  the  people,  bat' 
by  &  President  elected  by  an  overwhelming 
m^otity  of  the  people;  by  some  "mUitarjf 
efttf/toM,"  that  sboald  arise  in  the  land..  Tes, 
lir,  by  some  "  milUary  ehi^tain,"  whose  only 
crime  it  was  to  have  served  bis  conntrr  faith- 
frdly  at  a  period  when  that  ooontry  needed  and 
reafised  the  valae  of  his  services.  I  know,  sir, 
there  are  some  politioians  in  this  coantry  who 
are  continoally  in  alarm,  or  afiect  to  be  so,  lest 
the  people  shoald  destroy  the  Government. 
And  I  know,  sir,  there  are  others,  and  I  am 
bold  to  say  I  am  of  the  nmnber,  who  are  of 
opinioD  that,  if  this  happy  Government  is  ever 
destroyed,  (which  God  forbid  I)  it  will  be  by 
the  meroaehraents  md  abnse  of  power,  and  by 
the  aUttring  and  oorrapting  inflaenoe  of  Execu- 
tive patroiuige.  Bely  upon  It,  that  if  yon 
dtonid  ever  see  an  Administration  of  this 
ooontry,  whose  elevation,  whose  measores,  and 
whose  policy,  are  not  Bopported  by  the  good 
fiadings  and  opinions  of  the  people,  there  will 
be  more  danger,  infinitely  more  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  them,  than  all  the  ideal  dan- 
gers which  the  gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend 
are  covertly  InrUng  among  the  great  Dody  of 
the  people  of  tliia  Union. 

I  ihul  not,  said  Hr.  P.,  dwell  apon  another 
■rgnmoit,  which  has  been  very  properly  naed 
by  some  naUenum  in  the  conrse  of  this  dd^^ 
— that  when  the  election  comes  to  this  House, 
it  is  ealeulated  to  interfere  with,  and  impede 
the  ordmary  bosineae  oS  legislation.  It  has 
not  been  my  fortone  to  witaess  the  effects  of 
an  election  here ;  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  be  a  humble  Representative 
of  a  pOTtion  of  this  people  upon  this  floor.  I 
conld  wi^  npon  this  great  occasion  upon 
whidi  we  ^liMtrate,  that  they  were  more  ably 
represented.  But  thoagb,  sir,  I  have  not  wit- 
Dfflsed  the  scene,  I  have  read  of  its  effects 
upon  two  oocasdonB,  in  the  history  of  my  coon- 
trj,  and  can  wdl  oooceive  that  members  of 
Ctmgreai  will  be  too  ^t  to  n«^eot  all  tiie  im- 
portaot  subjects  of  legislation,  in  derising  plans, 
Intriguing,  and  managing,  to  promote  the  sac- 
cess  of  their  &vorite  candidate.  If  there  sfaonld 
be  no  ocHTapticm,  still  it  is  ealeulated  to  distract 
their  deliberations.  It  will  prodoceezdtement; 
arouse  all  the  angry  feeUngs  of  our  nature; 
create  heart-bnmings,  party  feelings,  and  sec- 
tional Jealoories,  detrimental  to  the  public  wel- 
hn,  and  daogeroaa  to  the  dnratioa  and  stability 


of  the  Govemmect.  The  effects  produced  will 
not,  probably,  terminate  with  the  election  itself 
but  will  miugle  and  be  fdt  in  your  deliberations 
foryears  afterwards. 

We  can  no  longer,  as  our  fathers  did,  contem- 
plate the  immortid  Father  of  bis  Country,  upon 
whom  all  united  in  elevating  to  this  high  sta- 
tion :  nor  can  we  call  into  our  service  the  im- 
mortal author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. A  new  generation  are  about  to  assume 
the  places  of  their  Others ;  many  are  the  aspir- 
ants to  this  high  station;  public  opinion  is  di- 
vided, and  oannot,  hi  flitive^  be  onen  ocmoen- 
trated  on  any  one  individoal.  Under  tiieae  dr- 
ctuiBtanoes,  it  is  Idle  to  sni^Kiee  tliat  thia  elec- 
tion oan  be  prevented  from  terminating  nl^ 
matdy  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  That  it 
will  often  devolve  here,  cannot  be  doubted; 
that  it  should  not  do  so,  I  have  attempted,  and, 
I  hope,  satisfactorily,  shown. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  to  the  con- 
stitution in  its  present  form,  and  some  of  the 
reasons  which  have  presented  themselves  most 
forcibly  to  my  mind,  why  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  should  in  no  event  de- 
volve upon 'Congress. 

I  come  DOW,  said  }b.  Foix,  Iwiefly  to  con- 
sider the  8ec(»id  resolntioiL  snbtnitted  to  th« 
oondderation  of  the  oommittee  by  the  honor- 
able gentieman  from  South  Oarolina.  (Mr.  Mo- 
DnFFiB,)  which  proposes  that  each  State  in  the 
Union  sliall  be  divided  into  as  many  distilcts 
there  are  Senators  and  Repreaeotauves  in  Con- 
gress from  such  State. 

The  object  of  this  proposition  is  to  gi\e  to 
the  people  of  every  section  of  the  Union,  as 
near  as  may  be  oonsistentiy  with  important 
rights  reserved  to  the  States,  which  are  not 
proposed  to  be  disturbed,  their  eqnal  relative 
weight  in  the  election.  To  do  this,  the  public 
sentiment  sliould  be  fidrly  ascertained — and  in 
order  to  obtun  a  ftir  ezpresBion  of  the  popular 
will,  It  18  a  lelf-evide&t  proposition  to  my  mind, 
that  some  unifi»in  mode  of  collecting  the  public 
sentiment  should  be  established  thronghont  the 
Union.  Under  the  present  provisions  of  the 
c(Histitation,  and  the  practice  under  them, 
according  to  the  various  and  diversified  modes 
of  election,  prescribed  by  the  respective  State 
Leg^latures,  do  the  people  la  every  section  of 
the  Union,  in  fact,  possess  and  exercise  their 
equal  relative  weight  in  the  cdection  t  Is  the 
ppbllo  sentiment  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
Union  correctiy  ascertuned?  No,  sir  1  It  is 
demonstrable,  if  an  election  be  made  at  all  by 
tiie  Electoral  Colleges  without  involving  the 
national  nlamity  (for  saoh  I  view  it)  ctf  a  re- 
currence to  the  House  of  Representatives,  a 
littie  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales  may  choose  the  President.  If  I 
succeed  in  establuhing  this  fact,  the  necessity 
Sot  uuifbrmity  and  amendment  will,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  apparent,  if  we  hold  to  the  principle 
that  a  minority  shoald  rule.  What  are  the 
various  modes  of  election  at  present  established 
in  the  Btateaf  In  some,  the  district  systoa 
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prevails ;  in  others,  the  Legislatures  have  as- 
Btimed  to  themselves  the  power  of  appointing 
Sectors ;  and  in  one  State  of  the  Union  (Ken- 
tucky) a  compound  of  the  district  and  general 
tii^et  system  is  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Le- 
gislatare.  The  State  bong  entitled  to  fonrteen 
electors,  is  divided  into  three  districts,  in  one 
of  which  four  electors  are  chosen,  and  five  in 
each  of  the  other  two  districts.  I  shall  not  here 
stop  to  inqnire  why  this  artificial  ammgement 
of  diatxicts  in  that  State  was  made.  Whether 
it  was  made  wpm  an  emergency,  and  designed 
to  throw  m^orities  in  each  district  in  favffl-  of  a 

£ articular  party,  or  of  particular  men,  is  wholly' 
nmaterial  to  the  present  inqniry.  In  this 
state  things,  a  bare  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  ^  larger  States  in  the  Union  may,  by 
uAof^Dg  the  general  ticket  system,  the  Geiry- 
mandenng  system,  or  by  aesoming  the  election 
to  the  Le^alatnres,  elec^  the  President,  thongb 
a  respectable  minority,  and  very  nearly  of 
the  people  of  those  six  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  people  of  the  eigbteea  remaining  States, 
may  oe  in  &Tor<tf  some  other  candidate.  For 
example : 


Vi^^nia, 
Ohio, 


EUeton. 

Etecton. 

86, 

a  m^ority  is 

19 

as. 

do. 

IS 

24, 

do. 

18 

16, 

do. 

9 

16, 

do. 

8 

14, 

do. 

8 

188 

n 

fS 

61 

Kentuclcy, 


Thns,  dr,  in  these  six  States,  there  are  188 
doctoral  votes,  a  mt^ority  of  the  whole  nam- 
ber  in  the  Union,  and  sofiScient,  if  united,  to 
elect  the  President  in  the  primary  ooUegee. 

Bnt  the  people  in  those  six  States  are  divided 
In  opinion,  and  very  nearly  eauipolsed  as  to 
uombers,  between  two  o(»Dtenduig  can^dates, 
A  and  B,  for  the  Preddency.  Bnt  A  has  small 
mf^orities  over  B,  in  each  of  those  States.  If 
the  district  system  were  established,  the  friends 
of  A  could  ^ve  him  72  electoral  votes,  and  the 
friends  of  B  could  give  Mm  61  electoral  votes. 
B,  too,  in  the  case  snpposed,  might  be  aapported 
by  Uie  remiuning  eighteen  States,  or  by  sooh 
majorities  of  them  aa,  when  added  to  his  61 
Tbtes,  woold  be  sufficient  to  elect  him.  Bnt  by 
compressing  the  fiiends  of  B  in  those  six  States, 
into  the  support  of  A  by  the  effect  of  the 
general  ticket  eyatem,  or  by  elections  made  by 
uie  Legislatures ;  by  liter^y  suppressing  the 
T<doe  of  the  minorities,  in  each  of  those  six 
States  fiivorable  to  the  election  of  B ;  by  deny- 
ii^  to  ^ost  half  the  popnlatdon  of  those  States 
the  right  of  suffrage,  or  of  being  heard  in  the 
dection — yon,  in  tmth,  enable  a  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  Union,  amounting  to  but  little 
more  than  the  fourth  of  the  whole  population, 
to  elect  the  President  against  the  will  of  all  tiiie 
rest  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  amounting  to 


almost  three-fourths  of  our  whole  pcnralalkiL 
But  will  it  be  saidj  that  this  likewise  is  u  os- 
treme  case,  and  will  probably  never  oooorl  I 
answer  it  is  possible  it  may  occur,  and  cases  s^ 
proximating  to  it,  and  the  same  in  principle,  if 
the  election  is  kept  from  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentataves,  in  all  probability  will  oocnr. 

This,  then,  is  oor  dilemma.  Underlie  pres- 
ent  provifflons  of  the  constitution,  either  a  mi- 
nority of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  by  a 
combination  (tf  the  large  States,  must  emot  tin 
Preddeut,.  or  we  must  sabmit  to  the  natioul 
calami^  of  an  deotten  In  the  Honse  of 
sentatives.  Vbldi  shall  we  ohooseV  Ndtiier 
is  compatible  with  the  genius  of  onr  free  insti- 
tutions, or  the  soverdgnty  of  the  pewle.  And 
here  wiU  the  larger  States  olject  to  the  district 
^stem,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  the  ad^ 
vantage  which  we  now  have,  of  moving  in  ft 
solid,  unbroken  phalan^  and  giving  to  oor  fa- 
vorite candidate  an  undivided  electoral  vote^  hf 
suppreadng  the  voice  of  the  minori^  in  tiie 
State,  by  means  of  the  general  ticket  system,  or 
elections  by  the  L^islatnres  I  I  answer  that 
the  larger  States  will  receive  an  ample  equWa- 
lent  fiv  this  snrrender,  in  Ihe  certainty  that  the 
election  can  never  devt^  upon  the  Hoose  of 
BepresentativeB^  where,  voting  1^  States^  a  mi- 
nority, aa  I  have  attempted  to  show,  and  I  b<^ 
suooessftilly,  may  elect. 

Will  the  smaOer  States  object  to  that  part  of 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration,  which 
proposes  so  to  amend  tlw  consUtntion  as  that 
the  election  shall  in  no  event  devolve  upon 
Oongress,  and  say,  we  cannot  part  with  the  ad- 
vantage which  we  have  of  voting  by  States 
when  the  election  shall  devolve  upon  dhe  House 
of  Beprosentatives,  and  whereby  we,  though  a 
minority,  may  have  it  in  oor  power  to  elect  a 
Preadentf  I  wiswer,  that  the  smaller  States 
will  receive  im  ample  eqaivalent  fat  fUs  sur- 
render, in  the  cerb^^  that  the  larger  Mates 
cannot  combine  and  move  in  an  unbroken  bod^ 
in  tbe  electoral  coU^ies,  and  thereto  enaUe  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  by  sup- 
pressing the  voice  of  their  respective  minorities 
iQ  tbe  large  States,  to  elect  tne  President,  as  I 
have  attempted  to  show,  and  I  hope  snooeee- 
fnlly,  they  mi^t  do.  The  resolutions,  then, 
viewed  tt^ther,  and  not  as  substantive  and 
distinct  propositions,  in  relation  to  th«r  efibots 
and  operations,  propose  a  compromise  to  the 
largOT  and  smaller  States,  tiiat  they  should  meet 
upon  middle  groand,  and  sorrender  the  advan- 
tages which  the  one  or  the  other  mi^t  possess 
in  certain  oontingenctes,  each  reodviag  a  mn- 
tual  consideration  trom  the  other  for  tbe  sorren- 
der thus  made.  It  is  a  sorrender  of  advantages, 
too,  which  neither  should  wirii  to  retain;  a 
sorrender  made  not  to  each  other,  but  to  yna- 
ctple,  upon  the  altar  of  thdr  common  oonotry. 

But,  will  the  la^r  States  object,  and  a(qr, 
though  uniformity  m  tiie  mode  of  electi<m  be 
important  and  dcfiirablft  in  order  to  ol>tain  a 
fair  expression  of  the  public  will,  yet  we  cannot 
agree  that  that  mode  shall  be  tiie  district  qrstemt 
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We  prefer  that  the  general  ticket  mtem  ahoTiId 
be  the  mode  establidied  in  all  the  States,  or  we 
prefer  that  the  choice  of  electors  sboald  be 
made  bj  the  L«igialatoreB  in  all  the  States,  and 
that  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  modee  Bhonld 
be  noiform  thronghoat  the  Union.  I  answer, 
hj  neither  of  these  modes  can  the  evil  cora- 
fudiied  of  be  remedied.  If  the  general  ticket 
ajBtem  be  the  uniform  mode  established,  the 
larger  States  would  still  retain  their  present 
pomr.  If  the  L^ialatoree  in  all  the  StiU»s 
Aoosa  the  eleetna,  the  larger  States  would  still 
ntuD  thoir  {meent  power.  And,  by  either  of 
tiuse  modes,  the  preoominant  party  or  faction 
in  ■power,  in  ea^  State,  bj  suppressing  the 
Toioe  at  we  nuDority,  may  move  in  a  solid  front, 
and  eleet  the  PreaideBt.  If  it  be  oontended 
that  this  is  an  adTaatage  which  all  the  States 
would  equally-  poeaeas,  tiie  idea  is  a  mistaken 
one.   Sooh  is  the  difference  in  the  size,  and 

SnantaiD  of  popdlatioii,  in  the  sereral  States, 
ist  a  m^fori^,  -whose  voice  is  totally  anp- 
pressed  in  the  election  in  one  of  the  larger 
Btates,  may  be  aa  great^^ay,  more  than  five 
times  as  great — as  the  whole  population  of  one 
ofthe  nnaller  States.  To  illnatrate tUi^  tdce, 
for  examplei,  the  States  of  ITew  York  and  Dela- 
ware^ one  ofthe  largest  and  one  ofthe  smallest 
States  in  the  TTBion.  Sappoee  New  York  to  be 
diTided  in  opiakm  between  two  candidates,  in 
m  niqiending  Presidential  election,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  19  to  IT  of  her  86  electors.  If  the 
aistnct  system  prevaSled,  me  <rf  the  candidates 
would  receive  19  electoivl  votes,  and  the  other 
the  remainixiK  17  electoral  votes.  Bnt,  by 
estabUshiDg  we  general  ticket  s^tem  in  New 
Yo^  a  laige  minority',  and  very  nearly  half  of 
her  dtizena  who  would  be  entitled  by  the  dis- 
trict vfst&ca  to  give  IT  electoral  votes,  are  liters 
tlly  destroyed,  and  impressed  into  tibe  service 
oC  the  nu^caity.  In  Delaware,  the  whole  p<^- 
latxm  can  only  ^ve  three  eleotwal  votea 
Ttm,  the  minority  in  Kew  York,  iriioee  voice 
b  totally  samressed  in  the  eleetioQ,  woidd  be 
more  than  five  times  as  great  as  &e  whole 

Spolaticm  of  Delaware.  BatBnpposeDdaware 
ewiaa  to  be  divided  in  opinion  in  the  pn^r- 
tion  of  one  to  two  of  her  three  electors.  By 
flw  district  system,  Delaware  wonld  give  two 
votes  to  one  candidate  for  the  Prendency,  and 
oae  to  the  other.  Establiah  the  general  ticket 
vyaiem  in  Delaware,  and  her  three  votes  will 
be  ^ven  to  cme  candidate,  thereby  suppressing 
the  vf^ce  <^  a  minority  of  ^at  State,  who,  by 
Hm  Patriot  nstem,  would  be  entitled  to  give 
one  Tote.  Oiae  vote  of  the  mintvity,  then,  hj 
the  ganml  ticket  ^stem,  is  sopproBed  in  Ddar 
warei  Bvtin  Kew  York,  by  the  same  nstem, 
saFenteen  votes  are  snppnBsed.  Thos  the  tni- 
aori^  in  Kew  York,  whose  vcnce  Is  sappressed 
taiy  the  geoeral  ticket  system,  is  seventeen  times 
aa  great  as  the  minority  in  Delaware,  whose 
votoe  is  suppressed  by  the  same  system.  Thus, 
sir,  it  is  seen  what  great  ineqnuity  would  be 
produced  in  the  election  of  a  I^erident  by 
nstsblinliiin),  the  geiieral  ticket  system  as  the 


nnifcmn  mode  in  all  the  States.  The  same  re- 
sult would  happen  by  establishing  the  mode  of 
electing  by  the  Lcf^alatnrea  as  the  nniflorm 
mode  in  all  the  States.  The  great  excellenoe  of 
the  district  system  is,  that  each  district  throogh- 
out  the  Union  would  contain  very  nearly  the 
same  quantum  of  population,  would  be  com- 
posed of  contiguous  t^ritoiy,  and  would  be  very 
nearly  of  the  same  size ;  and  each  district 
would  be  entitled  to  give  one  vote.  And  i^ 
sir,  minorities  should  be  found  to  exist,  in  a 
Fl-eeidential  eleotini,  in  each  district,  aa  they 
may,  is  it  probable  that  there  will  be  anch  a 
disparity,  soch  a  die^iroiKvtaw  between  the  re- 
spective nunorities  of  acnolning  or  different  dis- 
tricts, where  all  are  of  uie  same  size,  as  would 
v^at  between  the  minorities  of  different  States, 
difl^ng  as  they  do  in  size,  some  containing 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  a  population  as 
others;  and,  when,  by  the  general  system,  each 
State  would  compose  one  district  I  was 
amused,  nr,  but  not  convinced,  by  the  argu- 
ment <k  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SravaNBON,)  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
the  anperiority  of  the  general  ticket  system  over 
all  othen,  and  that  nUnoritifls  in  uie  distriot 
wotdd  pnmdL  That  honorable  gentleman  ad- 
daced,  as  an  apt  example,  in  illustration  of  his 
argument,  an  ooourrenoe,  which  he  says  took 

Elaoe  in  one  of  the  districts  of  MaiylancL  in  the 
ite  IVesidential  election.  In  one  of  the  dl^ 
triots  in  that  State,  he  says  there  were  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  favor  of  the  eleotioa  of 
Mr.  Adams;  that  there  were  two  candidates 
for  elector  &vorable  to  that  gentleman,  and  one 
in  favor  of  General  Jackson ;  that,  in  oonse- 
quence  of  a  division  of  the  friends  of  the  former, 
between  the  two  candidates  for  elector,  neither 
of  whom  wonld  decline  in  favor  of  the  other, 
the  elector,  friendly  to  the  latter,  reo^ved  a 
plonUty  of  votes  ofthe  district,  and  was  deot- 
ed.  Kow,  sir,  what  the  &cts  wer&  in  idatioB 
to  that  partionlar  disMet,  addooed  aa  an  ex- 
ample, I  am  not  partionlariy  informed;  but,  I 
nnaerstand  it  became  more  a  contest  between 
distinguished  individuals,  who  were  opposing 
candidates  for  elector,  aod  who  bad,  respeot- 
ively,  many  personal  £rienda,  than  a  contest  be- 
tween the  candidates  for  the  Presidency  them- 
selves ;  and  is,  therefore,  no  test  of  uie  real 
sentiments  of  tjie  people  of  that  district,  and  no 
conoluave  illustration  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment Bat,  sir,  if  it  were,  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  flirnish  that  honorable  gentieman  witti 
a  &3r  rebatter.  whioh  oconrred  in  that  eleotion. 
by  the  t^terations  ot  his  fovorite— the  general 
tioket  syrtem.  The  State  irf  Ohio -voted  hf 
general  ticket  Did  the  genttenan  who  re- 
ceived the  undivided  deotoral  vote  tjf  QaA 
State,  in  Act  receive  tite  rapport,  even  of  the  ma- 
jority ofthe  people  of  Ohio?  No,  sir;  sup- 
ported as  he  was,  by  a  very  small  naml>er  of 
votes  ovM*  one  of  his  competitors,  and  if  all  the 
returns  had  been  ooneotly  received,  it  is  very 
donbtftil  whether  he  obtained  even  a  plurality 
over  him.  Yet,  nr,  he  reo^ved,  in  the  eleotoral 
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odllegee,  the  whole  Toto  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
agidDBt  the  Bentimente  of  a  oonsiderable  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  ^at  State ;  and  yet,  or, 
thia,  I  suppose,  oonstitates  the  excellenoe  of  the 
general  tioket  aystem,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
gentleman  fhun  Virginia.  TheindiTidael,  too, 
whom  tiie  gentleman  conceives  was,  by  the 
roeration  cf  the  district  system,  deprived  of  an 
electoral  vote  In  one  of  the  districts  of  Maryland 
— ^yea,  sir,  the  same  individual  who  had  received 
the  smallest  number  of  the  votes  of  the  people 
o£  Ohio,  when  the  election  ultimately  devolved 
upon  this  Hoose,  received  the  vote  of  that  State. 

Bnt,  dr,  I  ooncnr  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Litinqstok,)  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  sabmitted  a  resolution,  propoung 
to  difqwnse  with  the  electors  altogether.  The 
people  require  no  such  agency.  I  oelieve  them 
to  be  wholly  nnneoeasary.  Dispense  with  them 
altcM^er :  let  the  people  vote  direcUy  for  the 
Fnndent,  vithont  fiieir  interrention,  and  the 
oUeetloD  to' the  ^strict  i^stemf  as  In  tiu  case 
in  Maryland,  which  has  presented  itself  so  for- 
cibly to  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Tir- 
^nia,  will  he  removed,  when  the  people  vote 
durectly  for  the  Preddent.  there  can  be  no  di- 
Tifdon  between  otniteomng  candidates  for 
elector,  in  fkvor  of  the  same  candidate,  and  the 
m^ority  of  the  people  of  each  dictrict  can  oon- 
trol  and  give  the  vote  of  that  district.  Another 
advantage  of  the  district  system  is,  that  the 
sentiment  of  each  mass  of  the  commanily 
tiironghoat  the  UoIod,  composing  a  district,  is 
fiurly  elioited,  and  made  to  have  its  doe  and 
pnqwrtiuul  wdght  In  the  general  wdleoted 
aentiment  <^  all  the  dMriots  in  the  Union. 
The  sentiment  of  no  wntion  the  Union  is 
sappreased.    All  are  beard,  and  have  their 

rper  weight  In  determining  the  election.  I 
not  design,  Mr.  Ohidnnan,  (a^d  Mr.  P.,)  to 
embarrass  tibis  disonssion,  by  entering  into  de- 
tails. If  the  great  principles  contemplated  by 
fhe  resolutionB  on  the  table,  are  retained,  de- 
tails are  comparatively  unimportant,  and  a 
q>irit  of  compromise  and  accommodation  of 
opinion  shonld  prevail,  in  relation  to  them.  I 
aball,  therefore,  merely  snggest  to  the  oonsider- 
ation  of  the  committee,  the  plan  which  has  pre* 
tmted  its^  to  my  mind,  as  preferable  to  any 
other,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  detennine  how 
brttwillaflSwdareme^foreidBtiiigei^  It 
Is  in  substance  this ;  Each  State  shall  be  di- 
Tlded,  by  the  Le^slature  thereof,  into  as  many 
dbtriets,  oompoeed  of  oontignoos  territory,  and 
containing,  as  near  as  may  be,  an  eqnal  quan- 
tum of  popalation,  as  shall  be  equal  to  the 
whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Oongress  from  that  State.  The  people  of  each 
district  shall  vote  directly  for  the  President  and 
Vice  President,  without-  tlie  interrention  of 
electors.  The  person,  in  each  diBtrict,who  may 
have  received  the  highest  number  of  votea 
fyr  Preddmt,  shall  be  holden  to  havo  reouTOd 
one  Tote ;  and  the  perstm  who  may  han  re- 
enred  the  highest  namber  of  votes  tar  Vloe 
TnMnti  ahul  be  Inlden  to  IwTe  nodved  cme 


vote.  And  if  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  no 
person  has  received  a  minority  of  the  whole 
number  of  districts  in  the  Union,  let  the  electioa 
be  referred  back  to  the  people,  who,  upon  the 
second  balloting,  shall,  in  Uke  manner,  vote  for 
one  of  the  two  highest  upon  the  list  of  tiie 
former  balloting  fiur  Fftudent,  and  so  of  the 
Vice  President  The  detaib  of  this  genenl 
onUine  of  a  system,  to  embrace  the  objecta  oon- 
templated  by  the  resdntions,  cui  be  eamlj 
drawn,  so  as  to  render  it  practicable,  and  easj 
to  effect  the  dioioe  in  this  wi^.  Bat,  if  othee 
gentJemen  can  suggest  a  more  acceptable  plan, 
in  its  detuls,  not  varyioK  the  general  princi- 
ples, I  am  not  wedded  to  this,  and  have  merely 
suggested  it,  lest  it  might  be  said,  by  some,  that, 
however  great  the  objections  may  be,  to  the 
preset  provision  of  the  constitution,  it  would 
be  impra(^oable  to  adopt  any  mode  by  whidi 
the  e^  oould  be  remedied.  N^tiiw  ahdl  I, 
Mr.  Obairman,  detidn  oomnuttee  by  eniH 
meratiog,  in  addition  to  ttune  I  have  mentioned, 
many  other  ot^Jeotions  to  the  general  tick»t 
system,  or  to  the  appointment  of  electors  by  the 
Lenslatnres.  It  would  be  unnecessary  tar  me 
to  do  so,  after  the  able  exposition  of  the  hoivx^ 
able  mover  of  these  resolutions,  (Mr.  McDirvFiK,) 
in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  upon  this  part  <a 
the  snt^ect.  Some  other  objections,  however, 
have  been  made  to  the  plan  <^  amendment  pro- 
posed, in  theconrse  of  tbedisomnon,  whidi  de- 
mand to  be  noticed. 

The  honorable  gentieman  from  Kew  York 
(Mr.  SxoBBs)  has  been  more  abundant  in  ol^eo- 
tiims  to  the  proposed  plan  ot  amendment  tluu 
any  other  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the 
committee ;  and  though  I  am  aware,  rir,  when 
I  approach  an  argument  of  that  gentleman, 
I  eocoonter  an  old  and  experienced  polltidan, 
luokneyed  in  debfUe^  yet  differing  with  him  in 
opinion,  as  it  is  my  misfortune  to  do,  in  almost 
eveiy  view  he  has  taken  of  this  sat^ect,  I  will 
boldly  meet  him,  and  avow  the  reasons  of  that 
difference.  That  gentiemux  tells  as,  with  a 
warning  voice,  tiiat  when  we  approach  this 
constitution,  we  stand  upon  holy  ground ;  that 
when  we  attempt  to  amend  it,  we  ihy  -nxAeat 
hands  tqion  this  mortal  work  of  onr  anoeet(mL 
He  tells  us  he  entertains  great  reverence  for  that 
inatrament;  that  he  would  not  di^nrb  one 
principle  which  it  oontttfns :  and,  in  the  aaine 
strain  in  which  he  thus  addresses  ns;  be  inframs 
OS  that  there  is  an  insuperable  oldec^m  to 
the  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  becanse  a 
portion  of  a  certain  description  of  popalation, 
negro  slaves,  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  will  be  represented  in  this  election. 
Now,  sir,  by  the  present  constitution,  for  which 
the  gratieman  professes  such  great  reverence, 
and  would  not  alter  or  amend  it  In  any  partioa- 
lar,  three-fifths  of  this  population  are  repre- 
sented in  the  election.  By  Uie  proposed  amend- 
mentf  they  are  only  represented.  The  amend- 
muit  does  not  propose  to  diatnrh  this  prindple, 
hot  leaves  it  precisely  nptm  Uie  gronnd  where 
it  is  {daoed  by  the  present  oonatitntion.  So 
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that  it  was  whc^y  miavailable,  and  I  must  si^, 
mLoeeessarj,  to  bring  up  thia  qaestion  in  order 
to  aaoertain  the  oomparatiTe  merits  of  the 
present  orautitiitioii,  and  the  proposed  amendr 
meot  I  have  r^retted  exoeedinf^f  air,  that 
BCiroelT  any  anlnect  of  gwerat  owoern  can  be 
agitated  heiia  withoat  UTing  this  nnfiMlanate 
sabject  of  sfaver^,  either  oollaterally,  or  ind- 
dentaOy,  brongbt  into  view,  and  made  to  min^e 
in  our  deUberations.   It  is  a  anbject  of  pecnltar 
delicacy ;  but,  as  it  has  been  noticed  upon  this 
occasion,  not  <nLtj  by  the  gentleman  fixuu  Kew 
York,  bat  likewise  by  the  gentleman  from 
Uaaaachnsetts,  Qtr,  EtebbttO  and  the  gende- 
man  from  Coouecticnt)  (l£r.  Wkbsoul,)  suffer 
me  to  say  a  word  oi'  two  in  reply.   When  this 
country  became  free  and  independent,  this 
■pedes  of  popnlation  was  found  amongst  db. 
It  liad  been  entailed  i^on  ns  bjr  our  anoeetora. 
and  was  viewed  aaaooDunoneTll;  notoonfined 
to  tiie  loealiQr  where  it  was,  bat  affecting  the 
whole  nation.   Some  of  the  States  which  then 
possessed  it  have  since  gotten  clear     it:  they 
were  a  oeciea  of  property  that  differed  from  all 
othv:  uey  were  r^onal;  they  were  human 
beings.   In  fixing  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion, it  was  thoog^t  right,  by  the  firamers  of 
the  ecnstitiition,  that  they  ahoold  at  least  be 
la  jMtrt  represoited.   And,  accordingly,  three- 
fifths  of  them  are  to  be  r^resented ;  bnt,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  are  to  be  represented, 
this  provis«n  is  incorporated  into  the  oonstitn- 
lion :  "  Kepresentativea  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  amongst  the  several  States 
which  may  be  included  within  this  Uniw, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers."  If 
they  an  to  be  Tq>reaaited  then,  direct  tans  are 
to  be  paid  according  to  that  represeut^tm, 
whenever  the  emergenciee  of  the  Oovenmient 
require  it:   And  when  the  dark  cloud  of  war 
hoTera  in  your  horizon;  when  a  foreign  foe 
invades  your  country ;  when  your  finances  are 
deranged;  when  money,  in  the  estimation  of 
some  Die  sioews  of  war,  must  be  r^sed ;  when, 
in  order  to  raiae  it,  direct  taxation  must  be 
resorted  to;  and  when,  or,  conventions  are 
held,  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  to  thwart 
the  operations  of  the  GovenimeDt,  and  for  pur- 
poses best  known  to  their  members :  Then  the 
nJlitia,  in  other  sections  of  the  Union,  are 
withheld  ftom  the  public  service— do  our  neigh- 
bora  commiserate  our  condition;  do  they 
sympathize  with  na,  and  say,  we  are  oi^vesBsa 
with  Tianeceasaiy  burdens  because  we  axe  re- 
miired  to  pay  taxes  for  this  species  of  popnl»- 
latioct  So,  sir,  it  is  all  right  then.   Do  we 
complain^  sir,  that  we  are  thos  retjuired  to  pay 
tans  for  them  i   Nt^  nr.  we  do  it  chewfiilly, 
and  wUiunit  a  murmur.   I  hope,  therefore,  that 
this  impleaBant  subject,  not  involved  in  the 
remotest  degree^  in  the         questions  under 
cOQsideratioiL  may  be  Buffered  to  rest   I  should 
not  liave  noticed  it  if  it  had  not  been  fregnently 
adverted  to  by  gentkmen  who  have  neoeded  me. 
I  bc9^  sir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  the  digresnon. 
Aiuwer  argaxaait  of  the  gentlcnuia  flmn 
You  IX.— 3 
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New  York  ia,  that,  in  all  elections,  the  minority 
have  no  rights,  and  must  submit;  that  in  an 
eIe<^ion  by  his  Cftvorite  mtem— the  general 
ticket— the  minority  of  a  State  have  no  rig^tSi 
and  must  submit;  wd  he  instances  the  eleotku 
of  a  Oownor  of  a  State  by  the  people  of  the 
State^  in  which  case,  he  says,  the  minority  have 
no  rights  and  must  submit.  Sir,  tfae  wstraot 
proposition  that  a  m^ority  shall  prevail,  and  a 
minority  snbmit,  is  not  controverted ;  but  the 
analogy  of  the  gentleman  is  an  unfortunate  one ; 
all  reasoning  mm  axtalogy  is  dangerous,  and 
apt  to  lead  into  error.  A  case  more  analogous 
to  the  question  we  are  now  conudering,  would 
have  been,  that  the  Governor  of  a  State,  elected 
by  the  pec^le,  does  not  receive  the  unanimoos 
and  undivided  vote  of  every  county  in  which 
he  happens  to  receive  a  majority. 

Anoth«r  arcament  I  dull  hikny  notice.  Tha 
gentleman  tl^iks  that,  by  the  general  tiotet 
system,  his  old  friend  in  fanner  aay&  the  Oa»- 
au,  would  be  much  easier  cm^ed  and  put 
down,  at  the  centre  of  the  State,  than  thirty- 
six  canonses  scattered  over  thirty-six  districts, 
in  the  State.  Sir,  upon  the  snUeot  of  caucuses, 
I  know,  an  htmest  difference  <h  opinion  exists. 
For  myself  I  have  nevw  entertained  but  one 
opinion  npcm  this  subject.  I  had  the  hcmOT,  in 
the  Legiahture  of  my  own  State,  to  record  my 
vote  in  support  of  those  resolutions  against 
a  canons,  wnioh  produced  so  much  excitement, 
and  led  to  so  much  disousdon,  in  the  public 
joomals  of  the  coimtry,  some  two  or  three 
years  ago.  I  have  Been  no  reasm  to  change 
that  opinion.  Icannotsabsoribetothedoctrine 
of  the  gentleman  finm  Vi^nia,  (Mr.  Abobxb,) 
that  there  must  be,  in  every  State,  some  leading 
politicians,  who  control  and  dictate,  and  give 
t«ie  to  public  sentiment.  I  believe  that  the 
people,  if  left  untrammelled  by  this  compli- 
cated machinery  of  a  caucus,  are  competent 
to  act  for  themselves;  but,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  entertain  these  opinions,  I  do  not  pnn 
scribe  others  who  entertun  different  ones. 

But,  rir,  another  objection,  made  not  only  by 
the  gentieman  from  Few  York,  but  by  otiiers 
who  have  engaged  in  this  discussioo,  is  one  very 
impMiant  in  its  oharaoter,  and  should  m 
maturely  oonddned.  It  is,  that  the  plan  of 
amendm«it  fvopcaed,  inteiforee  with  State 
riffhta,  and  tends  to  eonsoUdation  the  people 
ofthe  UidoQ.  Sir,  no  man  deprecates  mors 
than  I  do,  any  violation  of  rights  seoored  to 
the  States  by  the  Federal  Oonstitul^on:  no 
gentieman  upon  this  floor  will,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, more  pertinaoonsly  guard  against  the 
yawning  gnlf  d  consolidation:  and,  if  I 
should  foresee  or  apprehend  that  the  plan  of 
amendment  proposed,  would  have  any  such 
tendency,  with  ul  my  convictions  of  its  impor- 
tance, I  uumld  pause  and  hesitate  before  I  acted. 
I  would  in  no  instance^  knowingly,  have,  an 
ageiugr  in  prodncdng  such  efibcte.  But,  rir,  I 
can  see  no  such  dwger;  the  district  ^stein 
hu,  to  ray  ndod,  a  directly  oontraiy^.  a 
diffiwjng  tcodsBc^.   HhB  argoDuat  9i'  tha 
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honorable  geDtleman  from  South  Carolina 
(ISr,  HoDuFFDt)  n^n  this  part  of  the  sabject, 
Bas  not  becoi  met  in  debate;  it  haa  not  been 
approached  In  a  fiur,  open,  and  statesmanlike 
manner ;  it  haa  been  evaded:  and  I  am  &ee  to 
say  that,  to  my  mind,  it  is  mianswerable.  By 
this  plan  yon  propose  not  to  take  the  power  of 
alectmg  the  IVesident  from  the  States,  and  to 
Test  it  in  tiie  General  Govemmentj  but,  on  the 
contrary,  yon  propose  to  take  the  contingent 
power  ot  electing  the  PreeidMit  and  vioe 
Pneident  from  Oongrea^  and  to  g^ve  it  to  the 
people  of  the  Statea.  Are  yon  prodoMiig  oon- 
adidataon,  or  interfwing  with  State  ri^^ts,  when 
yoa  do  not  propose  to  aooamnlate  more  powo- 
to  yourselves,  bnt  to  divest  yonrselves  of  a  part 
of  the  power  which  yon  possess,  and  to  vwt  it 
in  the  people  of  the  States  1  Sir,  when  I  speak 
of  State  rights,  I  mean,  as  I  understand  the 
oonstitation  to  mean,  not  the  rights  of  the  £x- 
ecnUves  of  the  St^ies,  not  the  rights  of  the 
Bepresentatirea  in  Oongrese  from  the  States,  not 
tiuB  rights  of  the  Legislatarea  of  the  States,  bat 
I  mean  the  rights  of  the  pec^le  of  the  States. 
The  EzeootiTeei,  and  L^ialatarea,  and  Bepre- 
■entatives  in  Ofmgreaa,  of  tiie  States,  are  the 
pnblie  aervanta  aiul  ftanotiffiuriea  of  tiie  people 
of  the  States,  and  can.  have  no  rights  oontra- 
diBtingQished  from  the  rights  of  the  peoi^e  of 
the  States. 

Does  tibe  plan  of  amendment  proposed,  take 
from  the  large  States  any  of  their  rights  f  Ko; 
on  the  contrary,  it  gives  to  the  people  of  every 
portion  of  snch  States,  the  power  of  being  heard 
and  felt  in  the  election.  It  takes  from  their 
servants  in  the  Legislatare.  it  is  tme,  the  power 
of  soppressing  the  voice  of  the  minority  in  the 
State,  by  the  operations  of  the  general  ticket 
system,  or  by  the  election  of  deotors  the 
Lepalatnre ;  hot  it  gives  the  power  which  it 
Urns  takes  frcm  their  servants,  which  may  be, 
ud  is  often  abnsed,  not  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, bnt  to  the  people  of  those  States  them- 
selves. Does  the  plan  of  amendment  take  from 
the  small  States  any  of  thur  rights  t  No ;  It 
is  not  conceived  that  the  o^ricious,  interested, 
or  arbitrary  opinion  of  a  single  member  of  Con- 
gress on  this  floor,  when  the  election  devolves 
upon  the  Hoose,  oonatitntes  a  8taU  rights  by 
wMch  I  mean  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  vote  of  the  State  may  be  given  by 
the  Bepreaentative  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
hIA  of  Uie  pe(^e  of  the  State ;  and  entertain- 
ing the  opinion,  as  some  profess  to  do,  that  the 
Bepreseotative,  when  the  election  comes  here, 
b  eonstitnted  an  elector,  and  an  umpire  by  the 
eonstitntion,  to  aot  according  to  hu  own  will, 
re^vdless  of  the  wii^es  of  his  oonstitnents; 
ana,  jndging  from  past  events,  la  it  not  most 
likely  that  the  votes  of  the  small  Statea  will 
generally  depend  npon  the  accidental  opinion 
of  the  Bepreaentative  t  That  opinion  may, 
and  often  will,  misrepresrat  the  widies  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  by  ^ving  the  votes  of  the 
State  agunst  their  will.  This  ideal,  and  con- 
tingent right,  then,  supposed  to  be  TMted  in 
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the  small  States,  is  more  in  the  name  than  in 
tiie  snbstaDoe.  Doea  the  proposed  plan  of 
amendment  interfere  with  the  two  electoral 
votes  in  eadx  State,  predicated  npon  the  fed- 
erative character  of  the  Senate,  and  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  State}  Does  it  take  from  the 
States  the  power  of  presoribiiu;  the  qoalifi ca- 
tions of  voters  in  each  State  f  No ;  nor  doea  it 
cUstnrb  or  interfere  with  any  other  of  the  righte 
reserved  to  the  States.  Another  argument  was 
naed,  nr.  if  aignment  it  taaj  be  called,  by  flw 
hoDOTabfe  member  flvm  ManiinAnaett%  (Mr. 
Srunr,)  which  struck  my  mind,  on  aocoimt 
of  Its  novelty,  with  peculiar  surprise.  That 
honorable  gentieman,  with  all  his  olassioal  and 
political  learning,  in  lus  zeal  to  i^^ose  «Q 
amendment  to  the  oonstitation  <U  ihU  time,  aod 
search  out  all  the  poauble  reasons  that  oonld 
exist  against  it,  innsted,  before  the  committee, 
that  any  attempt  to  propose  amendmente  to 
the  constitution  was  unconstitutional.  Was  the 

gmtleman  serioas  in  this  puerile  oonc^tion  t 
e  told  OB  we  had  taken  an  oatii  to  support  the 
eonstitntion,  and  can  we^  said  he,  pxoptm  to 
ammd  or  alter  it  without  violating  that  oatht 
And  he  amused  na,  too,  sir,  in  ilbutratim  of 
his  -views  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  with  • 
hypotheticu  case,  in  which  he  figored  to  ns,  that 
if  he  should  meet  my  honorable  friend  from 
South  Ouolina  Qlr.  MoDdtfu)  in  the  gallery 
of  the  House,  and  obtun  his  pledge  to  snpport, 
upon  the  floor,  a  favorite  measure  of  his  which 
is  unconstitutional,  would  he,  (Mr.  HoDdffix,) 
said  the  honorable  gentieman,  do  so,  if^  on  re- 
flection, he  found  it  to  be  unconstitotionalt 

But  we  are  admoniriied  by  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  amendment,  that  we  should  be  cautions 
in  touching  this  duurter  of  our  liberties — the 
oongtitBtl(n~4eet,  in  attonpting  to  ameod  it 
we  should  make  it  worse.  Sir,  in  the  main, 
that  valued  instrument  is  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  speaks  its  own 
eulfvy ;  bnt  It  was  made  by  men,  and  man  and 
all  his  works  are  imperfecta  The  wise  framera 
of  that  instrument  well  knew,  that,  in  forming 
a  system  of  government  under  a  written  con- 
stitution, in  man^  of  ite  features  nnlike  any  that 
had  preceded  it,  m  any  age,  or  in  any  oonnttr, 
that  difficulties,  then  unforeseen  by  them  might 
occur,  in  the  future  operations  of  the  eystem. 
So  sensible  were  they  that  it  was  not  the  work 
of  inspiration,  bnt  m  men,  that  it  might  be  im- 
perfect and  bH  in  »ome  cf  its  impotent  opem- 
tiona,  Uut  th^  wiae^  inoo^orated  into  it  tha 
metbod  of  its  own  amendment.  And  I  qipeal 
to  the  history  of  those  times,  to  know  whethw 
the  constitution  would  ever  have  been  ratified 
by  the  States,  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  veir 
article  that  made  provision  for  ita  own  amend- 
mente ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hope  and  oon- 
fident  expectetion  that  fotnre  amendments 
would  be  made !  In  many  of  the  Stetes  that 
did  ratify  it  declaratory  amendmente  were 
recommended  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  eonsti- 
tntion, Virginia,  Kassachusetts,  New  York, 
Soath  OaroUnot  and  some  others  that  did  ratify 
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St  the  time  of  ratifieatioo,  proposecL  that 
amendments  should  be  mada.  Norui  OaroIiDa, 
tiie  Stale  from  irhioh  mj  bonor&ble  firiend  be- 
fore mo  (Ht.  SAumwBs)  comes,  who  has  ablj 
addressed  the  committee  npon  this  Bobject, 
the  State  of  mj  nativity,  was  among  the  last  to 
ocHne  into  the  Union.  Bbe,  too,  patued,  mi 
hflflitated,  and  donbted,  bat  was  nltimate^  in- 
doeed,  hj  this  very  ehmae,  to  rtii^it;  and  she, 
too,  proposed  amendmenta.  And  have  not  sal- 
BbBT  amendments  been  made  to  tlw  original 
oonstitiilioa,  as  rqurted  by  the  oonvention,  and 
ratifted  bytbe  Statea?  At  the  first  Oonffreas 
bdd  tmd«r  the  eanstatDtionj  twelve  additional 
arUcleB  were  jmqKMed  to  the  States  f6r  ratifica' 
tion,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  Tmoftfaem  were  ratified  by  three-foorths 
of  the  Statei^  and  became  a  part  of  the  oonsti- 
tation,  and  now  ««stitate  your  biU  of  rights, 
and  secnre  to  the  citizen  some  of  his  most  im- 
poraat  Jirivil^ies  and  rights.  At  the  third  0<hi- 
gresB  held  under  the  oonstitntion,  an  additional 
artide,  in  relation  to  the  snability  of  States  by 
the  dtazaoB  <^  another  State,  <x  ue  snUecta  of 
a  finrini  State  <w  power,  was  rabmitted  by  the 
fitatea  ite  rstifieatMHi,  in  tlie  msnner  prescribed 
by  eonatitnlaon ;  it  was  snbaeqnently  rati- 
fied by  three-fimrths  of  the  States,  and  became 
apart  of  the  constitation. 

AAw  the  odebrated  contest  of  1801,  between 
Ifr  JeKrson  and  Aaron  Burr,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  had  demonstrated  the  defective  pro- 
visions of  the  then  oonstitntion,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  Presidoit  and  Vice  President, 
another  amendment  was  proposed  by  Congress 
to  the  States  for  ratification,  to  avoid  the  re- 
cnrrenoe  of  a  similar  difficmty.  The  amend- 
ment thns  pix^tosed  was  promptly  ratified,  and 
became  a  part  of  the  ooostitotifm.  All  these 
amendments  lam  bem  made  to  the  tm^^nal 
eooitttnUon,  as  framed  by  the  convention. 
Trom  that  period  to  tlie  present,  no  other 
amendment  nas  been  made ;  bat  as  we  have 
grown  cider  in  the  Imowledge  of  oar  Govem- 
ment ;  as  we  have  witnessed  its  practical  ope- 
'  ration^  we  hare  learned  from  experience  its 
defects.  And,  sir,  Ihoogh  I  reverence  its 
frame ni,  and  thank  my  Qod  that  my  destiny 
has  been  cast  in  a  country  governed  under  the 
mild,  free,  and  happy  audioes  of  this  oonstita- 
tion ;  thcKi^  I  rejoloe  that  I  Hvo  in  a  country 
where  &e  trembling  subject  does  not  bow 
sobn^iv^y  at  the  throne  of  power,  but  in  a 
ooontiy  wmsre  all  are  eqnal;  yet  I  cannot  be 
blind  to  its  defeota;  I  oamiot  idolize  it  I  be- 
lieve titat  tt  has  wbiAy  fidled  in  this  imp<niant 
partkdar— the  eleetion  of  a  Freddmt;  that 
an  evfl  exists  in  this  part  of  the  system ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  plan  of  amendment  proposed, 
afibrds  the  remedy,  and,  therefore,  I  have  given 
it  my  &eble  support 
On  motioD  m  ICr.  Fubob,  tbe  committee 

DtMutl  Swamp  CkmdL 
An  ogrosMd  Inll  "to  anthonce  I2w  sab- 


Boription  of  stock  in  the  Dismal  Swamp  Oaoal 
Oompany  "  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Hatden  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
the  call  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PowBix  fiud  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
had  been  ordered  upon  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill ;  and  that  consequently  it  was  not  ex- 
pected they  would  be  again  required  at  this 
time.  For  the  porpoee  of  giving  every  gentle- 
man ao  opportunity  of  votmg  nptu  Uie  ^  he 
moved  for  a  call  ctf  tiie  Bbnae.  Tlda  moDw 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Masoitic  aaid,  this  bill  involved  a  snb- 
ject  of  great  impOTtanoe,  and  as  the  yeaa  and 
nays  had  been  cidered,  be  wished  every  mem- 
ber to  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  on  it; 
and  with  that  view,  wished  that  the  bill  might 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  imtil  to-mw- 
row,  as  the  House  was  now  not  Aill.  The  vote 
on  the  biU,  on  Ssturdsy,  was  looked  upon  as 
the  triumph  of  certain  principles,  and  was  ex- 
ultingly  held  bp  as  such  by  certain  prints  in 
this  3%  lb.  IL  ther^ore  wished  the  sense 
of  Qie  Hoose  to  be  ftaUy  expressed  an  the  qoea^ 
tion,  that  every  member  nndit  toe  the  mark; 
and  to  afford  aQ  of  them  vm  oi^xHtonity,  he 
moved  that  the  bill  be  lidd  on  the  table. 

"Hus  motion  was  also  negatived— «yea  89^ 
noes  94. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passaoe 
of  the  bill  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  lOS,  nays  72. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

And  the  Hotise  a^loomed. 


TtmoAT,  March  14. 
AnundmeiU  iff  the  OmiUtutian, 

The  House  then^^  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Jtr.  MoLanx,  of  DeL, 
in  the  chair,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  MoDttffdc 
to  amend  the  constitution,  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Pkaeos  rose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee: The  question  now  under  discnssion 
I  confdder  of  great  importance  to  the  small 
States,  and  to  none  more  than  the  small  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  repreBent ;  and  i£, 
conseqnentiy,  I  ahonld  ask  for  all  the  in- 
dnlgenoe  that  has  been  i^ven  to  others,  would 
my  request  be  an  onieaBoaable  one!  Perdon, 
me,  then,  for  the  little  tama  I  shall  oMUome  in 
contending,  pro  arU  et  foeit,  for  the  rights  and 
intwBBta,  political  force  and  power,  of  the  small 
States — for  tiiose  rights,  without  the  exercise 
and  ei^oyment  of  whidi,  they  would  become 
political  dphera,  without  weight,  and  vrithont 
mflnenoe. 

I  will,  in  the  first  pUce,  call  Uie  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  propontions  that  have 
been  submitted,  twenty-one  in  number,  all 
differing  in  some  respects,  to  show  that,  if 
amendments  are  called  for,  there  are  bat  &v 
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in  this  House  who  oaa  tell  what  they  are,  or 
how  they  ahoold  be  made.  If,  ander  any  cir- 
oumatanoea.  Ifr.  Ohainnan,  amendmenta  were, 
or  would  be  neoesaary,  (and  I  do  not  think 
tiiey  would  be  under  any,)  I  should  contend, 
that  CTiBting  oirounutanoes  and  the  present 
time,  wotdd  not  Justify  any  amendment  what- 
ever. It  appears  to  me  that  many  of  the  pro- 
poridons  have  grown  out  of  the  late  Presiden- 
tial Section,  and  ther  are  made  in  reference  to 
another  election,  and,  perfaapss  to  the  election 
of  a  paiticolar  oandididie ;  they  aze  predicated 
upon  the  ani^KMed  existence  an  evil,  as  to 
mldi  th««  are,  in  the  mlnda  of  many,  very 
•erions  doubts,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
the  evil  h»  existed,  nothmg  will  aati^  gen- 
tlemen but  an  amendment  to  the  oonstitntion. 
Propositions  of  this  kind,  created  or  produced 
by  these  imafpnary  evils,  are  not  new. in  the 
history  of  onr  Government;  they  were  an- 
ticipated by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and 
ware  guarded  against,  as  £»*  as  those  renwable 

Ts  fonad  it  e^iedient  to  gnard  agalnat  them, 
enoe,  that  wise  and  nlotaiT  feature  in  the 
oonstitntion,  reqniring  two^I^^of  both  Hoosee 
(tf  Ocmgreaa  to  prc^ose  amendmutB  to  the  con- 
fltitntKHi.  and  requiring  all  amendments,  thus 
pn^osed,  to  be  ratified  b7  the  Legislatures  (A 
three^burths  the  several  States,  befbre  such 
amendments  would  become  a  part  of  the  otm- 
^tntiott.  Sir,  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
oonstdtntion  should  be  affected  by  every  wind ; 
that  it  should  become  the  sport  of  the  whim, 
or  oaprioe,  or  passion,  of  ev«7  discontented 
individual,  or  every  man  who  f^oied  himself 
a^rieved  or  injured.  There  will  be  found 
men  enongh  in  every  country,  who  will  fancy 
themselves  injured,  and,  to  gratify  tiiem,  the 
oonatitntiMi  most  be  altere£  At  a  oiitioal 
period  in  tiie  histt^  of  onr  country,  when  tiie 
late  war  bore  hard  qxm  the  pec^le  in  tiiat 
aeotion  of  country  ftom  which  I  come,  the 
Legialatares  <^  several  States  appointed  dele- 
gates to  meet  at  a  place  in  Oonnecticot,  render- 
ed memorable  by  their  meeting.  Those  dde- 
gates  recommended  to  the  sevmd  States  the 
propriety  of  proponng  snob  amendments  to  the 
oonatitntion,  as  would  prohiMt  Oongrees  from 
pasnng  any  law  laying  an  embargo  for  any 
p^od  longer  than  sixty  days.  Near  this  time, 
tiie  people  of  Kentucky,  diwatisfied  with  the 
oonduct  one  of  their  senators,  who  voted 
i^ainst  the  late  war,  the  Legislatnre  of  that 
State  proposed  audi  alterations  in  the  oonsti- 
totion  of  the  United  States,  as  would  reduce 
tiie  term  of  a  Senator  in  Goigress  to  four 
yean ;  and  the  pe*^  of  Tennosseo,  who  act 
with  unusual  dec^toh,  in  peaoe  and  war, 
actuated,  perhaps,  by  similar  motives,  the 
Lepslaturs  of  that  State  proposed  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  which  passed  both  branches, 
with  only  ttlx  dissenting  voices,  fixing  the 
senatorial  term  at  three  years.  Suppose  these 
various  propositions  had  been  attended  to; 
suppose  all  the  propotitums  to  amend  the 
etHutitntioa  that  have  bean  auds^  tinoe  its 


adoptioa,  had  been  followed  np  wit^  actual 
amendments,  what  would  our  oonstitntioa  now 
have  beent  Oherish  this  spirit  of  innovaticMC^ 
this  dispotition  to  make  the  constitution  bend 
to  all  the  grievances  that  some  men  suppose 
exist,  and  what  will  our  oonstitatxcm  be  m  « 
few  years  to  oome!  A  Jfiuottf  pavemrat,  ta 
truth ;  here  a  piece  of  white  sttHia,  and  there 
a  piece  of  black. 

Bo  far  as  rdates  to  the  proportions  now 
under  discussion,  I  have  not  luard  any  oaU 
flrom  the  p<wple)  that  ought  to  be  heeded  vt 
reg^vded.  Toe  resolutions  adopted  by  tiM 
LegiidiAnre  of  Tennessee,  have  not  yet  been  oon- 
ounvd  in  by  a  tingle  State.  The  New  ttxk. 
L^islature,  as  w^  as  that  <^  Maaaatdiuaetts, 
have  reported  against  th«n.  Neither  Sooth 
Oarolina  nor  OecH^  has  taken  any  order  npcni 
them ;  and  if  any  State  has,  it  is  unknown  to 
me.  Yet,  from  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  of 
B(Hne  gentiemen,  who  have  addressed  tiie  com- 
mittee, one  would  be  led  to  believe  tiiat  the 
people  were  ripe  for  revolt,  or,  to  nse  the 
quoted  langnage  of  the  gentieman  from  Ten 
nessee,  (Ur.  Poxxj)  were  ready  '^to  cry  aloud, 
and  spare  not"  Yrt  the  peoue^  who  are  aUa, 
tiirongh  the  Lee^datnres  of  tne  several  Stakes, 
to  da  in  effect,  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do 
for  them,  are  peaceable,  quiet,  contented,  and 
satisfied.  When  they  are  dissatiafled,  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  hear  from  th^  and  th^ 
will  be  listened  to.  I  have  heard  of  three 
phyudans,  who,  by  concert,  met  the  same  man 
at  different  places,  within  a  ^ven  time,  each 
telling  him  that  he  was  nnw^  that  he  was 
duigerondy  ilL  cmd  who  succeeded  in  petanad- 
ii^  him,  though  in  perfect  health,  that  he  was, 
in  fact,  dangerously  ilL  Do  g^tiemen  look 
for  like  snocess  in  their  attemi^  to  s^a^  the 
piaople  th^  rif^ts  we  saonfloed,  and  ^Cbi&t 
liberties  in  danger?  £f  they  do,  tiiey  will,  as 
I  i^prehend,  be  disappointed.  There  is  yet 
left  too  much  virtue,  there  is  yet  remaining  too 
much  int^igence.  I  am,  Mr.  Ohairman, 
almost  prepared  to  say,  that  all  the  amend- 
ments to  the  constitntion,  whidb  have  hitherto 
been  made,  were  unnecessary.  Ferhans  the 
lltii  article,  relating  to  the  suability  of  States, 
was  necessary ;  but  tiie  ten  preoecUng  ones  are, 
as  so  many  declaratory  acta,  a  bill  of  rights  an 
enumeration  of  rights  reserved,  but  the  reserva- 
tion of  whidi  did  not  depend  upon  the  enumera- 
tion of  than.  They  are,  in  fact,  like  the  pro- 
positions of  honorable  Mend  from  Musa- 
ohnsetts,  (Ifir.  Bulbt,)  giving  to  Congress  the 
power  to  make  roads,  to  cut  snd  oonstmct 
canals,  when  a  large  m^ority  of  thia  House 
have  no  doabt  Oongrass  nas  now  this  power, 
and  whoi  a  large  nuAority  of  the  natioi  is  as 
well  satisfied  as  to  the  power  of  Congress,  as 
this  Hoose  is. 

I  MHne,  now,  lir,  to  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  which  was  made  in  1604,  relative 
to  the  election  of  Presidoit  and  Vice  Ih^ident. 
This  was  the  result  of  a  supposed  evil  manifest- 
ed in  the  eleotioa  of  Ur.  Jefibnon,  in  1801. 
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If  mnneFoas  baUotinga  were  erili,  thej  vere 
in^ed  maoifeetad;  but  tbew  Mad  of  evils 
uistte  all  oar  State  Legisktorce,  in  elec- 
tion of  SenatMs  to  Ompwa,  as  well  as  in  tiie 
dActSon  <rf^  other  offieera.  ShnilarerilseziBtia 
tU  tiM  Eastern  States,  where,  in  qnestdotu  iab- 
ndttedtotbe  people,  majorUiee  are  neceesarj 
to  a  tbtAcm ;  bot^  with  a  ftiU  knowled^ 
than,  and  the  consequent  inocmTiNuenoe  and 
ddaj^  0ow^  oak  of  thwa,  the  pec^e  at  the 
New  Eng^aiw  States  hare  alwajs  sabmitted 
to  them.  In  the  Pre^entlal  election  refearred 
to,  no  one  win  eoBtttd  that  t}ie  pe^fl^B  didoe 
vaa  not  fleeted  1^  the  House  nt  Bnnesent** 
fivee,  and  that,  if  a  minoritT^  Prerident  was 
BQheeqiKntlj  deoted,  a  niM'otity  President  was 
at  that  penod  thoseo.  Bet,  dr,  in  rwarding 
too  much  tbe  inotrnTmienoe  <rf  that  aeotion. 
»oA  apfdjing  a  raaedy  to  it— an  alteration  of 
the  Oomfifaition  of  the  United  States— I  am 
spprtbfBDAye  file  rights  of  the  sm^  States 
were  inraded,  tibe  effieots  of  wtdeb  w»e  not 
Ibreseen,  but  will  hn-eafter  be  seriond  j  felt ; 
tod  that  an  the  staiall  States  which  voted  for 
ihak  aaendment  were  gaiHj  of  a  saiddad  act ; 
in  aet  wUA  digested  them  at  one-half  <A  their 
fbroe  and  poSitkal  power;  aiuL'ad<wt  the  pro- 
poaed  amflndmenteL  tbOT-  wffl  hare  bnt  a  Tetr 
little,  if  1117,  left  It  wiU  he  eonoeded,  that 
the  BmaD  Stetes  have  a  oontingeiit  power,  and 
ptdttical  force,  Talo^e  to  them  as  members 
of  the  Oonfederaey,  whencTer  the  eleotion  of 
Resident  dcToIves  upon  the  House  tiS  Bepre- 
sentatiTes ;  and  any  sanendmeBt  of  the  consti- 
tetion  which  takes  away  this  contingent 
power,  or  renders  the  ezerdse  of  it  len  fre- 
quent, 8fi%ets  the  rights  (tf  those  States  which 
■re  benefited  by  the  exerdse  of  it  Then  the 
qaeation  recnru,  was  the  election  more  liable 
to  come  to  tiie  Hons^  ^erions  to  the  auurad- 
molttflSM^tlianitBowist  Ifttwas,then 
4w  dteration  or  amendment  was  one  detri* 
mentil  to  the  interests  of  the  smaU  States. 
Bat  this  is  not  all :  that  amendment  took  tmm 
tiie  tman  States  an  infltUBce  in  the  primary 
sleetfon,  whidi  they  might  hare  exercised,  and 
which  thOT-  cannot  now  exercise.  Prior  to 
that  amm^nen^  the  State  of  Khode  Island,  by 
her  vote  alone  ra  the  prhnary  elecdon,  might 
hare  sleotod  the  Presldeiit,  or  might  have  de- 
tmeined  whidi  of  the  two  oan£datee  Toted 
fc*,  for  the  Preaidenoy  and  Vice  Presldwicy, 
rikoiidbe  the  Praddent;  and  in  the  election 
of  18M^  if  liie  eij}it  TOtes  of  South  Osrolina 
had  bent  girce  to  the  federal  oandidate& 
Adima  and  Fbufcn^y,  (and  it  was  supposed 
Aeywsidd  ham  been.)  Bfaode  Island  woold 
h»»  elseUd  tiie  President,  inasmuch  as  Ur. 
■Adams  reeeired  <me  m<ffe  of  the  eleetwal  TOtes 
«f  fliat  State,  than  General  Phidoiey.  The 
committee  will  indulge  me  wUIe-I  read  one  or 
two  extraets  frcan  the  ^eedi  of  tiie  late  Got- 
eeoar  Griswold,  of  Oonneallett^  on  tlie  amend- 
nwDtofiaCM: 

"Tbe  Constitution  of  the  TTnlted  States  Is  a 
eOBpaet  ibniwd  by  the  sereial  States,  to  and  fbr 


{H.  or  B. 

Ae  ganeial  good.  H  la  weB  knmra  to  have  beea 

pfOdooad  by  a  spirit  of  cotoprsiBiBe  amrag  the 
asTMal  States ;  that  Dmeh  difflcnUy  arose  la  its 
fomatiOB;  and  peihape  in  no  <HEie  article  (tf  the 
constitation  could  bare  arisut  greater  jealoosiM  be- 
tween the  larger  and  snuUer  Slates,  than  that 
pointingoot  the  mode  of  electing  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate. l!be  Itiger  Statea,  as  is  nitoral  to  stippose, 
would  (ontend  for  an  dection  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  b  each  State,  as  they  there- 
by would  secure  more  votes ;  the  smaUer  States,  on 
the  prindplfl  that  it  was  a  confederation  of  States, 
would  contend  for  an  equal  vote ;  tiiat  is,  to  vote 
by  States  and  not  by  population  or  nmnlMrs.  Ts 
setUe  the  difficdty,  the  present  article  was  ^eed 
to,  and  thereby  both  of  the  above  prindples,  u 
contended  for  by  the  larger  and  smaller  States, 
adopted  to  a  certain  extmt;  the  mode  being  a 
nuxtnre  of  both  priuciplea.  FirBt,  it  permits  tiw 
election  of  Fretitunt.to  be  by  numbers;  that  if, 
giviog  each  State  votes  hi  proportion  to  its  popn- 
ution ;  whereby  the  larger  States,  considered  hi 
thdr  corporate  capadty  as  States,  have  the  advan- 
tage of  the  smaller  States,  in  their  corporate  ca- 
pcity  as  States.  But,  b  case  of  a  failure  of  choice 
in  the  first  mode,  then  the  second,  of  choodng  by 
States,  is  to  be  pursued,  whereby  toe  smaller  mates 
have  an  equal  vote  witii  the  larger  States. 

"  In  no  other  place  than  on  tUs  Anr*,  an  the 
smaller  States  on  an  Moal  footing  with  the  larger 
States,  in  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

"  It  foUovg,  then,  of  course,  that  the  greater  the 
chance  of  bringing  the  States  to  a  vote  on  this 
floor,  the  more  advantageous  it  is  to  the  smaller 
Statea ;  as,  here,  the  smaller  States  are  as  powerftd 
as  the  laiger  Statea.  By  the  eonstitation,  as  It  now 
stands,  there  are  two  chances  for  a  chdee  of  Presi- 
dent on  this  floor :  1st,  when  there  are  more  per- 
sons than  one  who  have  a  constitutional  mijotity 
of  votes,  and  are  eqoal  b  number ;  2d,  when  there 
is  no  person  who  bos  a  constitutional  mqority. 
Only  one  of  the  above  cases  can  happen  at  a  time; 
bat  there  is  always  a  chance  for  one  of  the  two  to 
happen.  But,  by  the  proposed  amendmnt,  the 
first  beforementimed  chance  can  never  happen ;  it 
fs  wholly  taken  away,  and  only  one  possible  chance 
of  votiug  on  this  floor  by  Spates  is  left ;  for,  when 
your  baUots  deaigDate  who  Is  voted  for  as  Presi- 
dent, it  can  nerer  happen  that  more  persooa  than 
one  can  have  a  constitutiooal  m^jonty  of  Totes. 
One  diancf ,  then,  of  voting  on  this  floor  by  States 
being  taken  away,  by  the  proposed  amendment.  It 
follows,  irresistibly,  that  the  smaller  Statea  wIH  be 
injured,  and  the  larger  States  benefited. 

"  The  present  mode  for  bringing  forward  candi- 
dates for  the  office  of  I^eddent  and  Vice  President 
is  the  least  liable  to  call  forth  art,  Intrigue,  and 
coimption ;  the  nnoertslnty  of  the  event,  and  the 
dficdty  of  makbg  arrangeinenti^  are  stnng 
che^  to  the  artfld  and  dedgidnr.  Bet,  tiie  mo- 
meat  the  mode  pointed  out  by  thU  resuation  Is 
adopted,  the  door  for  intrigne  and  corruption  is 
f^n ;  the  candidates  and  ibeir  irieoda  can  calon- 
Ute  wiUi  certainty,  axul  apply  the  means  direct; 
the  power  of  party.  Influence  of  office,  art,  cun- 
ning, btiigne,  and  eonaption,  will  all  be  osed,  and 
naed  to  effect,  because  the  oljeot  is  certain." 

And  now,  "iSx.  Ohairman,  permit  me.  In  this 
stage  (tf  my  ai^nment,  to  notice  we  remark  <tf 
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hoDMmUe  g«Dtb)iii«D  fnmi  Yii^ia,  who 
fint  addreseed  the  committee,  Qtr.  Abohke,) 
ttutt  the  eleotion  of  Freeident  hj  the  Honse  of 
SepreBentativeB  was  ootuidered,  by  the  frameni 
of  the  ooDstitatioii,  aa  a  mere  damier  resort, 
and  one  which  it  waa  oaloolated  iroold  seldom 
oocnr.  As  the  oouBtitation  stood  before  1804, 
this  Howe  waa  the  most  probable  report  of 
eleotioi,  and  the  framera  oi  the  oooatltntioD 
Intended  it  ahonld  be:  for  more  than  three 
mcnths  and  a  hal^  <mt  of  the  frar,  the  oonvea- 
tioiL  were  In  aeadon,  Umt  ateadUy  8Ud  nniformly 
adhered  to  an  eleotifai  Oongrees,  and  voted 
down  eTeiy  form  of  proposidon  which  served 
to  take  it  thjm -Congress  and  give  it  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  will  not  read  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
iDgB  of  the  Oonvention  of  1787,  inasmnoh  as 
they  have  been  repeatedly  referred  to;  one  or 
two  of  these  extracts  will  soffioe: 

*<  Jimi  fi.— In  Conmdttee  of  the  Wbde,  Mr,  Wil- 
aov,  of  PennsylTaiJa,  moved  to  postpone  Mr.  Bajt- 
dolth's  motion,  in  rcdatton  to  the  Kzecntive,  in  or- 
der to  take  ap  his  motion,  to  divide  the  SUtea  into 
diatricta,  for  the  ohtrice  of  eleeton;  this  motion  was 
negatived ;  Teaa,  Fennaylvanla  and  Maryland,  Xew 
York  divided.  Nays,  IfaNaehoeetta,  Conneetiovt, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  Mwth  Carolina,  South  Cam^na, 
and  GeorgiiL 

"  It  waa  then  voted,  that  the  President  should  be 
ehosen  by  Congren  for  seven  years  {  Teas,  Massa- 
chuaetts,  Connecticut,  New  Tork,  Delaware,  Vir- 
rinia,  yorth  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia. 
Kays,  PennsylTania,  Maryland. 

"Jnvi  IB.— The  Committee  of  the  Whole  re- 
ported to  the  House  the  resolntiona  as  agreed  to 
— that  the  President  should  be  appointed  by  Con- 
greM,  for  seven  years,  and  be  ineligible  a  second 

**  JVLT  17.— The  ninth  resolation  from  Oe  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  bdcg  under  con^deration,  it 
waa  moved  that  the  President  should  be  appointed 
by  the  people,  and  not  by  Congress ;  Yea,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Nays,  9.  It  was  then  moved  that  he  be 
chosen  by  electors  appointed  by  the  State  Legisla- 
tures; Teaa,  Delaware  and  Maryland.  Kays,  8.  It 
was  then  voted,  imoniinourfy,  that  the  Frendent 
should  be  chosen  by  Congress.** 

I  will  not,  Hr.  Ch airman,  detm  the  commit- 
tee by  farther  reading  of  the  prooeecUngs  of 
the  OcoiTention.  I  have  gone  Ur  eDoogh  to 
show,  that  an  ^eotioa  by  the  Honse  was  not 
to  the  fivmen  of  the  oonstitatktn,  \^  any 
means^  an  nn«jqwoted  event.  And  I  think  I 
hare  now  shown,  that  the  amendment  of  1804 
was  an  invasion  of  the  ri^ts  of  the  small 
States:  and,  if  thej  are  stripped  of  one  right, 
and  divested  of  one  power  after  another,  the 
time  will  soon  arrive,  when  they  will  have 
nothing  remaining,  nothing  that  is  worth  pos- 
sessing. If  the  fimdamentu  principles  of  dov- 
emmant  are  to  be  changed  for  "lignt  and  tran- 
sient oanaee,"  what  guarantee  have  the  small 
States,  that  will  secure  to  them  their  equal  rep- 
resentation in  the  othw  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture? Already  we  are  threatened  with  a  oou- 
Tention  of  the  people^  in  which  eveiy  part  of 
the  ooDstitatioa  Mn  be  altered  1 
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I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  the  dif- 
ferent modes  of  ^»pointing  electors.  "Each 
State  shall  appoint,  in  snch  manner  as  &o  Leg- 
i^atore  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  dec- 
tors,  equal  to  the  whole  nnmber  of  senators  and 
representatives  to  whioh  tiie  State  may  be  en- 
titled in  the  Congress.**  This  is  evidently,  to 
mr  mind,  a  State  rig^t,  and  cannot  be  altwed 
without  fanpairing  the  ri^ta  of  the  State. 
Many  bare  oontended  that  the  State  legislep 
tores  have  no  ri^t  whatever  to  appoint  the 
deotors,  and  that  the  framers  of  the  oonstita- 
tton  never  intoided,  never  otmtemplated,  aooh 
an  appointment  whm,  at  the  first  election  at 
President,  the  electors  were  appointed  in  everT' 
State  in  the  Unirai,  with  the  exception  of  three, 
by  the  State  L^iuatores.  These  apnxnntmNitB 
were  made  when  the  people  ooold,  and  no 
doubt  did,  avul  themselves  of  the  aid,  connsel, 
and  services,  of  the  framers  of  the  oonstitntion 
themselves.  The  Federalist  has  heesi  frequently 
resorted  to,  aa  a  contemporaneous  expontion  of 
the  constitati<m.  It  has  been  read  to  warrant, 
to  illnstrate^  and  to  enforoe,  evarr  arganwat 
that  has  been  made.  To  show  that  the  State 
Legislatures  could  appoint  the  electmrs,  in  the 
opinion  of  Hr.  Madison,  although  this  mode  ia 
not  with  me  a  favorite  one,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  one  ertreot  mm  No.  4ff,  page 
865: 

"The  State  governments  may  Iw  regarded  aa 
constituent  and  essential  parts  of  the  Fedml  Got- 
emment,  whilst  the  latter  is  In  nowise  essential  to 
the  operatiim  or  oq[aoiiatum  of  the  former.  Witli- 
out  tte  intwveniion  of  the  State  Legisltfatesb  the 
Prestdeat  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  deoted 
at  oil;  they  most,  in  aU  cases,  have  a  fnol  sAars  in 
bis  appointment,  and  wfll,  perhaps,  in  swtf  esM^ 
tAmuelvet,  determm  it." 

In  many  cases,  the  State  Lc|rislatarfle  ntaj 
appoint  the  electors  with  the  fniilest  ai^roba- 
tion  on  Uie  part  of  the  people :  in  some,  they 
would  be  warranted  in  xnaking  the  iq>point- 
ments  from  enediency,  poli^,  and  from  neoea- 
nty.  Let  us  advert  to  the  eleotion  of  WashW- 
ton  to  the  Presidency,  when  there  was  scaro^ 
a  dissenting  voice,  or  om  raised  in  opposition 
to  him.  In  his  election,  was  the  apomtmeat 
of  the  eleot(ffB  by  the  State  Legislatures  an  en- 
croachment upon  the  rights  of  the  pe(H^t 
When  Mr.  Jefierson  waa,  for  the  seoond  txata, 
a  candidate  for  the  Fredden^,  there  was  hardly 
aa  oi^anized  wpodUon  to  turn,  ud  in  many 
States  in  the  Union,  there  was  no  oppodtim. 
Under  aooh  droomstauees,  was  tlie  ezndae 
this  appointing  power  by  those  State  Legidft- 
tures  who  thought  proper  to  exercise  it,  an  in- 
vasion  of  the  people's  rights  ?  There  are  oaaes^ 
I  repeat,  in  whioh  the  exerdse  of  this  power 
by  the  State  Legislatures  may  be  jostifiea  fitm 
neoeanty,  and  policy  also.  Take,  for  illnstra- 
tioo,  the  case  of  a  State,  (me-half  of  whioh,  in 
time  of  war,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
— this  may  be  considered  an  extr^e  case,  bat 
it  was  the  dtoation  of  Mune  during  the  late  war 
— on  eleotiaa  by  cUsbiota  wvold  be  im^aotica 
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Ue;  and,  although  the  tmitorx,  in  the  poaana 
rion  of  die  enemj  ia,  for  aome  porpoaea,  oon- 
ndered  in  the  light  of  a  forugn  temtory,  I  aak' 
geatiemtaL,  if  the  electcffal  votes  of  a  Btata  are 
to  be  curtailed  by  this  temporary  poaaeesionV 
If  mot,  then, ««  neumiUUe,  the  Legislature  must 
rapoint.  We  learn  from  the  gentleman  from 
K  orth  Cbndinai  who  flrat  addreaaad  the  oom- 
B^ttee,  (ICr.  Samnasa,)  that  the  Legidatiire  of 
that  State  oaee  ezareiaed  thia  ammntiog  pow- 
«r,  and,  in  doing  ao,  nobly  soatuned  Hi.  MadI* 
aon.  theeaaeieferredtobythathonoralde 
goitltcnnan,  is  a  eaaa  in  pcmit,  to  diow  tiiat  it  is 
aooMtxmes  expedieDt,  and  mi^  be  good  policy, 
for  State  LegMatorea  to  exercise  this  power. 
The  case  refored  to,  was  one  during  the  late 
war;  and  ennMtatwiu  were  then  tlworderof 
fhe  day ;  ih»  avowed  ol^eots  of  which  were,  a 
apeedy  peao^  and  a  gloriona  termination  of  the 
war.  There  was  too  moxAk  reason  for  belieTing 
that  tbcaewere  not  the  real  o^ects.  TheTOtes 
tii  FennsylTania  and  N<n11i  Carolina  were  ne- 
oeaaaiy  toaeoore  tbere-eleotion  of  Mr.  Madison, 
and,  **to  main  aaanranoe  doaUy  anre,"  the 
Lepdatore  xd  North  Gan^na  interposed. 
^My  vere^  in  my  o^nion,  Justified  in  ezer- 
«Um  a  rig^t^  whidi,  by  the  oonstitntion,  it 
was  lawflil  for  them  to  ezeroiBe,  and,  under 
similar  dreiirostanoes,  wonld  be  a^j^  Jnstified. 
^the  chcMoe  of  eteotors  had  been  aabmitted  to 
the  pe<»Ie,  the  result  misht  have  bem  different, 
and  still  that  reanlt  would  not  have  been  a  fair 
erpreaBion  of  the  Toioe  of  the  jwpfo  of  the 
State,  but  an  expresdon  of  the  opinions  of 
thoae  who  were  home,  when  ten  thonsand 
of  the  independent  freemen  ot  that.  State  mi^t 
hare  been  abroad,  fluting  the  battles  of  their 
conttry. 

In  farther  illaatralioD  of  tiila  poli^  and  ez- 
pedioMT,  snflbr  me  to  advwt  to  anouier  case, 
<tf  wldiui  I  am  reminded  by  seeing  near  me  my 
worthy  friend  frtmi  Maaaachnaetta,  (Mr.  Eteb- 
nr.)  In  reference  to  the  political  or  party  dia- 
tinetioDB,  aa  they  have  existed,  the  town  of 
Korblehead,  diatingniahed  as  the  birthplace  of 
(me  Yioe  Precidrat,  and  other  illostrioas  men, 
and  more  distingaiabed  for  the  enterpiiae, 
laodaUe  zeal,  and  uniform  patriotism  of  its  cit- 
ima,  stood,  at  the  commen cement  of  the  late 
var,  in  the  proportion  of  liz  hmidred  and  fifty 
Totera  on  one  side,  to  about  sixty  or  seventy  on 
the  othCT.  tfaAifs  the  war,  the  dtizena  tsi 
that  plaee  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
emmlry,  in  the  army,  in  the  navy,  on  board  of 
Vinle  armed  veaaela— on  the  land,  (m.  the 
lakaa  and  on  the  ocean.  The  town  was  liter- 
ally dnnned  of  its  popnlati(m ;  and,  during  tiie 
var.  at  oue  period,  the  minor  party  succeeded 
in  electing  their  candidate  to  the  L^islatnre  of 
the  State.  Sir,  tiie  political  soitimenta  of  a 
State  may  be  changed  in  the  same  way  as  were 
changed  the  poiitioal  sentimento  of  the  town 
referred  to.  I  ask,  then,  rir,  if  it  would  be  a 
■tntdk  power,  on  the  part  of  any  State  L^- 
idature,  whose  maubers  are  chosen  by  a  foil 
VMfnmay  of  the  o^uoIchu  of  all  the  people  of  a 
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State,  when  at  htxne,  and  quietly  pnrsning  their 
wonted  oconpaticm,  which  ahomd  ezerdae  thia 
appointing  power,  although  the  m^ority  of  tiie 
people  at  nome,  and  the  nufjority  brou^t  about 
m  the  way  referred  to,  entertain  omnions  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  tlw  members  of  the  State 
L^nalature? 

These  are  my  reasons,  Mr.  Oh  airman,  againal 
taking  from  the  State  Lwielaturea  tiie  right  to 
exercise  Hbaa  power,  I  do  not  inreaume  it  wiU 
be  oftMi  exenriaed:  aeldosn  whan  tt  ia  known 
that  the  people  are  averse  to  the  exerdae  <tf  it ; 
and  there  may  be  cases  in  which  it  ought  to  ba 
exenused.  I  will  claim  the  indulgence  <tf  the 
committee,  whilst  I  «*ftiwhiA  thepropM)edd  mode 
of  choice  by  districts.  It  haa  beim  already 
ahown  that,  by  this  mod^  a  minority  may 
elect:  and  uie  late  vote  in  Maryland  haa  been 
referred  to,  where  a  minority  of  those  who 
voted,  eleotod  seven  of  the  eleven  electors.  In 
a  late  congreaaional  election  of  B^>resentativea 
to  OongresB,  by  districts,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  the  members  elected  there  were  chosen, 
to  use  terms  introduced  in  the  oourse  of  thia  de- 
bate, fourteen  Olintmiiana  to  twenty  Buoktafl 
members,  when  the  aggregate  votea  given  to 
the  dintoniansfiv  ontnumoered  tiioae  govern  to 
the  other  party. 

The  election  by  districts  might,  in  many 
casea,  reatrain  the  power  of  large  States,  ana 
lessen  their  force  and  influence,  more  especially 
those  large  States  t^t  had  not  a  candidate  <n 
their  own;  and  if,  coming  as  I  do.  from  one  of 
the  smallest  States  in  the  Union,  I  could  be  ao- 
tuated  by  motives  which,  I  hope,  have  not  in- 
fluenced otbera,  I  should  not  ol^ect  to  this  j  but 
I  am  not  inflnenoed  by  anoh  OMuddnatuma; 
willing  to  xetain  all  the  powera  the  omatitottoa 
oonfemd  i^n  the  smaller  Statea;  and  wiUin^ 
at  the  aame  time,  the  large  Statea  ahould  derive 
from  the  constitution  all  the  advantagea  their 
numbers  can  give  them.  In  districts,  there  ia  % 
better  field  presented  for  intrigue  and  oorrop- 
tion;  as  you  lessen  the  sphere  of  operation  it 
some  men,  yon  enable  them  to  concentrate  thek 
fca-oee,  and  to  act  with  more  snooeaa  and  efficien- 
cy. There  is  one  view  which  I  shall  take  of  the 
election  by  difrtriets,  which  is  different  from  the 
views  of  any  of  those  who  have  preceded  me. 
It  is  contended  that  the  district  system  ia  neoe^ 
eary  to  preaerve  the  rights,  the  power,  and  in- 
fiooioe  of  t3iennall  Statea.  Z  hold  dixeot^  the 
revene  to  he  die  ease :  diatriot  the  amall  Statea^ 
and,  in  the  primary  electiou,  they  will  lose 
what  little  political  force  and  influence  they 
now  have.  And  whyt  Beoaose  the  large 
States,  hereafter,  will  have  the  President  and 
Vice  President;  they  will  be  men  who  reside 
in  those  States,  are  bom  there,  or  are  a  favorite 
of  those  States.  From  State  pride,  and  the 
eeprit-dn-corps,  which  will  always  have  an  iu- 
fiuence,  they  will  hereafter  prraent  an  undi- 
vided vote,  let  the  mode  of  election  be  what  it 
may,  by  general  ticket,  by  Legislature,  or  by 
districts.  The  amall  Statea,  and  the  States  of 
aeoondaiy  grade^  having  no  aandidatws  &otUa 
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may  tear  them,  and  di  vision  destroy  their  force. 
New  York  and  PemuflTaida  have  nearlj  as 
many  of  the  votes  as  five  of  the  Eastern  Statu, 
six  of  tiiie  States  ijisg  in  the  TaUey  of  the  Kis- 
Bisaippi,  and  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware;  the 
proportion  is  as  sixty-foor  to  seventy-one.  Se- 
lect from  New  York  the  candidate  for  the  Pree- 
iduicy,  and  from  PennsylTania  the  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Preeidency,  and  thoae  States  will 
boreafter  give  an  muUvided  vote,  whether  the 
ohoioe  be  by  diatncts,  legialatare,  or  general 
ticket;  bnt  divide  the  thirteen  States  to  which 
I  have  referred,  into  distriots.  perhaps  the  time 
will  never  arrive,  when  one-half  their  rotes 
will  be  ^ven  to  any  one  candidate.  We  can- 
not jnd^  of  the  ftitare  by  the  past;  the  local, 
the  political  distinotions,  which  have  existed, 
will  not  last  forcTer ;  and  we  on^t  to  recollect 
that,  in  making  this  amendment  or  the  other 
amendment  to  tae  constitntion,  if  we  now  have  in 
view  one  p<^tical  interest,  or  another  interest, 
the  coarse  that  will  best  promote  the  interest 
of  this  or  that  man,  the  owutitotion,  with  the 
amendments  that  mw*  be  made^  may  ootliTe  all 
those  intereste  and  m  the  individuals,  that  can 
be  affected  by  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
amendments  that  may  be  agreed  to.  Leave  it 
optional  with  the  States  to  elect  by  dirtriot,  or 
otherwise,  as  may  best  sabaerve  tlieir  own  pur- 
poses, and  as  the  people  of  the  several  States 
may  think  best — for  they  wilt  govmi,  they  will 
be  heard,  and  will  have  that  mode  which  tiiey 
prefer — gentlemen  need  not  give  themselves 
any  apprehenaons  on  this  val^wt. 

As  to  th«  mode  of  deo&ig  memben  of  Con- 
gress, in  all  bnt  the  lEasbem  States,  a  plurality 
ahme  is  all  that  is  regnlred  to  make  a  ehoioe; 
in  the  New  S^ig^and  States,  the  «™^Mfr^*  that 
Is  elected,  must  have  a  minority  of  all  the  votes 
polled.  Here,  then,  is  an  esaential  dif^raioe 
as  to  the  mode  of  ohoioe — a  difference  I  have 
bem  made  soimbly  to  feel.  Knch  has  been 
said  aboat  a  minority  Prendent;  mm  eonttat 
one-half  of  the  representatiTes  on  tiiis  floor  are 
minority  repreeentatiTea.  The  honorable  mover 
of  these  resolations  may  come  here  as  a  repre- 
sentative, when  a  large  minority  of  hts  constit- 
nnito  may  be  opposed  to  his  dection.  I  do 
not  think  that  will  soon  take  plaoe :  for  I  leam 
that  gentianaa  is  deservedly  popular  in  his 
dbtriet;  and  if  mbI,  fidelity,  and  a  display  of 
aUning  talents  in  advocating  their  intenets, 
and  ^oarding  their  rifl^ta,  can  aeonre  pc^nkrify, 
he  will  with  them  long  continue  to  be  popnlar. 
Yet,  in  that  gentleman's  distziot.  If  A  has  two 
thousand  and  fifty  votes,  B  two  thousand  and 
forfy-nine,  and  O  two  thousand  and  for^^iine, 
A  is  elected,  although  there  is  almost  a  ma- 
jority of  two  to  one  against  him ;  and  A,  elected 
under  such  <nrcumatanoes,  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
people's  candidate,  and  Is  elected  by  the  people. 
There  ia,  at  iwesemt,  among  the  States,  no  nni- 
ftMmi^  as  to  the  time  c?  electing  members 
althoush  OoDgress  under  the  OtxistituticHi  of 
llie  Umted  Stittei,  have  t3w  power  of  fixiDg  the 
tfane;  7^  th^  nanr  have  inteciera^  ud  a 
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committee  raised  upon  that  satjeet,  at  this  ses- 
sion, have  reported  almost  onaiilmuQely  against 
any  interf»enoe  on  the  part  of  Oongrass.  U 
there  be  evils  growing  out  of  this  state  of  things 
OoDgresB  has  wisely  left  the  runedy  in  the 
power  ot  the  sevwal  States,  to  be  i^pi^ed  aa 
they  may  think  most  judicious. 

I  coma  now,  Mr.  Ohairman,  to  the  ottier 
proposition,  and  oertainhr  the  most  iniportaiit 
WW,  if  the  rights  and  mteresta  ^  th%  ndl 
States  are  to  be  either  guarded  w  protected— 
the  proposition  which  contemplates  the  removal 
of  the  election  of  President  from  the  Honaa 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  the  loss  which  tiie  amiU 
States  will  oonsequeutiy  sustain ;  Judging  from 
the  tenor  of  the  remarks  and  argonmitB  of  the 
honorable  mover,  they  are  to  have  no  compen- 
sation, and  are  to  be  in  no  way  indemnified. 
Thifl  contingent  power  is  all-importaat  to  the 
small  States,  and,  without  it,  some  of  them 
would  have  never  become  members  of  the  Oon- 
MencfT.  nor  cwne  into  the  Union.  Bhoda 
Island  did  not  become  a  member  until  late  in 
the  year  1790,  and  theo  bj  a  m^forify  d  ooij 
two  votes,  in  the  seocmd  oonvenilon  that  was 
called  to  adopt  the  otmstitntion;  and  this  le- 
solt  was  woduoed  by  twinging  to  bear  tita 
weight  and  influence  of  the  wealth  and  aria- 
tooraoy  of  the  State.  Such  were  the  Jealousies 
and  qpprehendons  of  the  people  of  that  State; 
90  ternadouB  were  they  of  their  rights;  they 
reloctautiy  yielded  their  assent,  and  Joined  the 
Oonfederaoy.  But,  sir,  if  the  members  of  that 
Conventi(ni  had  been  told,  that  within  thirfy- 
^  yean  of  the  tinte  the  Moide  of  that  State 
beoame  membera  of  the  Union,  propositiotia 
would  be  made,  seriously  discussed,  and  strong 
hr,  ably  enforoed.  cakolated  to  deprive  that 
State  <n  the  benefits  one  ot  the  features  in  tlie 
oonstitation  gave  to  it,  and  the  one  that  was 
best  calculated  to  preserve  the  politioal  power 
of  small  Stales,  Bhode  Island  would  never  hsva 
become  a  member  of  the  national  Unirai,  nor 
come  into  it  other  than  a  oonqnered  province, 
We  need  bnt  look  into  the  constitution  to  show 
that  it  was  formed  in  the  spirit  of  com[Mvmiae 
and  in  refwenoe  to  State  rights;  andanyalten^ 
tions  which  affect  those  ngfats,  is  such  an  in- 
fringement iq>on  the  compact  itsdf  as  to  de- 
stroy the  oonqmnnise  upon  which  it  was  form- 
ed. The  oomprtMnise  is  seen  in  the  equal  rep- 
resentation in  the  Swate,  in  the  treafy^nakiog 
poww,  in  tiie  ai^portiMunent  of  Tej^oientativee 
and  direct  taxes,  and  in  the  dunoe  <tf  Presideiit 
and  Yioe  President,  on  the  final  vote,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives;  and  no  port  of  the 
compromise  is  more  important  to  the  smalt 
States  than  the  latter.  To  show  the  light  in 
which  the  Convention  viewed  the  great  woi^ 
they  had  oompleted,  I  will  nad  one  or  two 
extracts  bom  the  letter  of  Washingttm,  writtan 
after  the  o(Histitntion  was  framed: 

"  It  is  at  an  Umea  dlAoolt  to  draw,  widi  pre- 
cltion,  the  line  between  those  ri^ls  whldi  must  be 
sorrendered,  and  those  whidi  may  be  reserved; 
and,  on  the  presrat  oceoilon,  this  diflealfy  wai 
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ci«>mJ  b7  ■  diShrtitee  kmong  tbe  Mrenl  Blat««  m 
to  tbeirBtaatioB,  extent,  habri^  and  partioalw  in- 
tenac  Hie  constitoUwi  whleb  w«  now  preflent  is 
tha  xenHof  ftqttiiiof  anit;,  and  of  that  mubial 
defoawa  and  eawoMrion  wUck  Oa  gewBaTi^  of 
oar  pofitieal  dbnattea  landarad  ladl^wMaMe." 

If  tbe  ooiurtitDtion  ms  formed  in  Uie  trne 
^ferit  of  oompraaUsey  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  Inqtiire  Into  tbe  rebttive  Iom  and  gain  W- 
tweeDttwUi^HidaiuIl  States;  and  open 
tnreetigation,  it  riiaH  befbaodthat^oommon 
and  practdoal  operatioa  ot  tibe  oonstttntion  bas 
been  saoh,  and  wiB  ooutinne  to  be  saob,  as  to 
keaen  ttie  irei^  of  tbe  small  States,  with  all 
tiMxr  oootinmait  advantages,  tbej  will  be  faHj 
jvstifkd  In  daiminff  and  ezennainfr  all  the  li^te 
wludi  were  ftilly  gnaranteed  to  Hieta.  Wbui 
tbe  MHistitstKn  was  framed,  presented  to  the 
pe(^)le,  and  adopted  hj  tbe  snull  States,  it  was 
expected  tbe  nimib«  ^  States  wonld  be  in- 
creased; bat  no  oao  anticipated  the  rapid  in- 
creasey  and  no  one  anticipated  the  inoorporation 
of  States  oat  of  tnrritonea  not  within  the  old 
dominion  of  tbe  UnHed  States;  and  every  ad- 
ffiioa.  of  States  irtiSeh  baa  bem  made  to  the 
VT&ssOy  bas  deereHed  tbe  power  ot  the  old 
States,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and 
has,  bj  makiog  neoessary  an  inorease  of  the 
rqnesattative  ratio,  decreased  also  tbe  power  of 
tbe  <M  States  in  tbe  other  branch  of  the  Ka- 
tional  Lc^ialatore.   When  tbe  constitution  was 
adopted,  tbe  federative  voice  bore  proportion 
to  the  popular  voice,  of  twentj-six  to  six^-flve ; 
there  were  then  thirteen  States,  with  twenty- 
dz  SenatOTs,  and  sixty-five  RepresentatlveB ;  of 
iriatii  New  Hampshire  bad  three,  Maasaohn- 
setts  c^gfat,  Rhode  Ma&d  me.  Connecticnt  five, 
5ew  y<»^  rix,  Hew  Jersey  roar  Pomenrlvanis 
ci^ht^  Delaware  tme,  ICuylond  Yirginia 
tee,  Bora  and  Sonth  Oardina  each  five,  and 
Geei^ia  three.  How,  tbe  federative  voice  bears 
a  piopuciion  to  the  potmlar  voicejof  fortj-ei^t 
to  two  hundred  and  thirteen,    when  the  con- 
stitotion  was  adopted,  Shode  Island,  with  one 
Beimeeatative,  had  one  sixty-fifth  of  the  whole 
rqireaentBtion,  and  Delaware  the  same;  bat 
now,  Shode  Island,  with  two  Representi^ves, 
has  not  one  hundred  and  mxth  part  of  the  whole 
reprcgRPtatton,  and  Delaware  has  now  a  two 
hondred  and  thirteenth  part  of  the  whole. 
Each  bad  one-Qiirteenth  ot  &e  representation 
In  flie  Soiate;  now,  bat  one  twenty-fonrth. 
"EaA  bad  Mie-tlurtietb  of  tbe  dectoral  votes; 
jjow,  Bhode  Idaztd  has  aboat  one  sixty-fifth, 
and  Delawve  (me  eicbfy*BBTentb.  "Sam  bad, 
on  ibb  final  Tote,  hi  tiie  Honse  ot  BepreaeDta- 
tirea,  cae-tiUrteenth — and  now,  one  twenty- 
toam.  Small  States,  in  u>poitionments, 
more  titan  laice  ones,     their  fractions.  Take 
ftmn  Rhode  Idand  one  BepresentatiTe,  and  yoa 
take<md-half  of  ber  whole  representation:  take 
from  New  Torfc  one^  that  State  will  have 
tidrty-three  remaining:  and  if  Rhode  Island 
Atmi  Jose  one  B^iresentative,  that  State  moat 
hxre  a  large  fkwotion  for  years.  Ddaware  has 
anrAfrnetioii  of  tUrtj-tvotboosaad;  and,  if 
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the  late  apporti<aunent  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  when  onder  discossion, 
had  become  a  law,  Bhode  leland  would  have 
been  left  with  a  fraction  of  tlurty-eight  thon* 
sand.  Small  States  are  continaaUy  liable  to 
Hoffer  In  this  mode,  (teoe,  in  every  ten  year% 
Rhode  Island  most  strag;^  tm  one-bfldf  tn  her 
representation. 

What,  sir,  is  the  effect  of  this  fraction,  oon- 
sidfringtbeasaffeSfaswdl  asmanyoftikeestab- 
BatwdraleaQftaeGoremnuitf  ^thedisbi- 
bation  among  the  sevwal  States  of  many  of  tbe 
GovemmentTWra,  I  do  not  spak  of  Exieeative 
patronage,  the  r^iresentative  ratio  is  resorted 
to  as  a  nue.  This  is  the  standard  by  which  the 
^ipinntment  of  cadets  for  the  militaiy  sofaotd  ii 

Ened.  I  have  now,  Mr.  Ohairman,  on  my 
a  bin  which  has  been  reported,  creating 
ool  ftmd,  which  oontemplateB  a  dj^ba- 
ticm  of  the  same,  according  to  the  nombw  of 
Represeoitatives  in  each  State ;  and,  opon  the 
principles  of  this  bill,  year  State  has  a  fraoticm 
of  tiiirly-two  tfaonsand,  which  can  derive  no 
benefit  whatever  from  It.  &naU  Sttfee  most 
always  aoffer,  in  the  distribution  of  pal^ 
moneys.  When  standing  alone,  their  expeetar 
ticms  mast  be  snail,  or  they  irill  certidnly  be 
disappointed.  The  most  saoceesftil  argument 
that  was  urged,  and  probably,  the  most  jndi- 
oioos  one,  that  was  made  in  favor  of  the  fortifi- 
cations now  ««eting  in  Bhode  Island,  was 
bottomed  upcm  tide  importance  of  the  forti- 
fications to  other  States.  Tbe  waters  of  the 
Harragansett  Bay  were  the  key  to  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Snppoee, 
a  question  ^oold  arise,  in  the  location  of  the 
contemplated  naval  school,  between  Delaware 
and  Hm  State  of  Hew  Tork — end  Delaware 
for  the  sake  of  the  aignmaiL  we  will  se^y,  was 
tbe  moat  suitable  place,  would  the  small  State 
of  Delaware,  with  one  Representative,  able  and 
distingoiahed  a»  he  is,  stand  an  equal  obauee, 
here  or  elsewhere,  with  the  great  Stete  of  Hew 
York,  with  her  thirty-four  Bepresentatives  t 
These  are  incwiTenienoes  wbiob  the  smaller 
St^ea  must  caloolato  upon.  Suppose  two  men 
were  eqnally  qualified  ror  the  ]^«sidency,  and 
bad  equal  dums,  one  living  in  Delaware,  and 
the  other  in  Hew  York,  Pennsylvania,  or  Vir^ 
ginla — ^whioh  would  be  the  most  likely  to  suc- 
ceed >  Sir,  I  doubt,  if  Washington  had  been  m 
citizen  and  re^entofone  of  the  smallest  States 
whether  he  would  have  been  elected  a  second 
time. 

WbOe  die  nnaller  States  have  not  had,  bv 
the  common  operation  of  the  constitution,  aU 
the  benefits  and  advantages  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect,  I  will  proceed  to  show,  that 
the  Infloence  and  political  power  of  Bome  of 
the  larger  States  have  increased,  beyond  the 
calcolations  of  the  framers  of  tbe  constitution ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  increase  has  been  much  great- 
er than  the  States  to  which  I  shall  refer  antici- 
pated. I  approach,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  sabjeet 
with  rduotance,  cum  memibvt  earU  tremaH^ 
knowing,  how  lenitive  mai^  gmitlemen  on 
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thiB  floor  are,  wbe&ever  the  snl^ect  I  prop<>fle, 
but  for  a  momeDt,.to  examine,  is  bron^t  into 
discussion,  and.  believing  it  right,  Uut  their 
sensations  should  be  ezoited,  wheneTer  aaj 
Awjoadon  should  remind  them  of  their  un- 
pleasant and  unfortunate  circumstanoes :  but, 
idr,  gentlemen  will  do  me  the  jmtioe  to  believe 
me,  when  I  tell  them  I  apeak  ue  imdisaembled 
eentimmts  of  mj  heart,  when,  in  mj  opinion, 
I  declare,  tiiat  ^e  proposed  amendment  urns 
a  deadly  blow  at  the  political  power  of 'the 
State  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  seat  in  this 
Honse.  Shall  I  not,  then,  be  jostified  hj  the 
occasion,  in  drawing  an  argument  from  any 
l^al  source,  that  will  have  a.tendency  to  show 
the  fallacy  of  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  ii^nstice  of  the  proposed 
ameudmeuts?  The  constitution  was  framed 
and  adopted  bj  the  Btates,  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise :  and  shall  one  nfftim  the  States 
ei^oy  all  the  beneflts,  while  anotitwr  shall  be 
deprived  of  what  it  was  intended  Utaj  should 
eiqoyt  Sir,  one  portion  <rf  the  States  have  en- 
Jojed  all  that  they  could  ever  have  expected, 
or  hoped  for — nay,  more.  I  speak  in  reference 
to  States  with  "  a  population  of  a  certain  kind." 
I  will  not,  on  this  occasion,  nor  on  any  other, 
if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it,  in  this  hsU,  use  a 
term  not  used  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Who  can  read  the  third  psragr^h,  in 
tiie  second  section,  and  first  article,  of  the  Oon- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States,  and  not  see  the 
oonoearioa  made  by  many  of  the  anall  States, 
to  the  States  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention 
of  the  oommittee.  "  Be^resentatives  and  di- 
rect taxes  shall  be  q)portioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  which  m^  be  included  within  this 
Union,  acording  to  their  rmpeotive  nombers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  ad^g  to  the 
whole  unmber  of  free  persons,  indnding  those 
bound  to  service  tor  a  term  of  years,  and  ex- 
cluding Indians  not  taxed,  tknt-^tm  fff  all 
other  penontj'^ 

That  this  feature  of  the  federative  system 
was  considered,  at  the  time  the  constitution 
was  fhimed,  an  advantage  to  those  States  hav- 
ing the  kind  of  peculation  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred,  no  ratlcnuu,  man  can  doubt.  So  im- 
portant was  it  oo&ddered,  that  it  is  s  wdl- 
known  fact,  that  two  of  the  States  refbsed  to 
reoonunend  the  constitution,  when  fonaed,  or 
to  be  bound  by  it.  nntil  the  first  clause  in  the 
ninth  section  of  uie  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  inserted.  At  the  time  the  constitution 
was  framed,  as  well  as  at  the  period  it  was 
adopted,  but  a  few  among  as  thought  this  pop- 
olation  would  increase :  it  was  the  nnceasing- 
prayer  of  every  philanthropist  in  the  country, 
that  it  would  not;  and  it  was  oonsei^uentiy 
supposed  that  those  States  which  had  this  pop- 
ulation, would  derive  no  additional  advaiUages 
from  it,  in  the  ratio  of  representation  or  other- 
wise. Bat,  ur,  how  stand  the  facts,  at  this 
periodi 

At  tUa  m(anail^  this  epecam  of  peculation 
amoantfli  perhaiM^  to  more  tbaa  one  mUUon 
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seven  hundred  thousand,  and,  at  the  next  cen- 
sus, will  furnish  one-third  of  the  repreeentatiim 
from  those  States  where  it  exists.  Thoee  States, 
witii  tins  compound  of  population  and  prc^mty, 
have  had  the  foil  benefit  of  this  feature  in  the 
oonstitution  introduced  for  their  benefit.  llHiy 
have,  in  fact,  had  the  benefit  without  p^yinft 
except  in  a  few  oases,  the  quid  pro  quo  agreea 
upon :  oar  reTenu&  except  in  a  very  few  cases^ 
has  been  derived  from  oommeroe ;  and  but  a 
sm^  part  of  our  war  debt  has,  or  will  be,  paid 
off  by  direct  taxation.  I  will  not  pnisne  this 
subject  fiuther.  The  gentlranan  from  TenneMee 
has  intimated  it  ouj^t  never  to  be  referred  to, 
and  has  told  the  committee,  that,  if  this  popu- 
lation does  exists  in  the  late  war  sMne  of  the 
States  withheld  their  militia,  when  called  for 
by  the  General  Government :  and  this  refusal 
by  some  States,  is  to  shut  oat  of  sight,  in  this 
dlaoussion  <d  State  rights,  the  part  of  tbe  con- 
statntioik  referred  to,  and  the  politaoal  power 
given  to  some  States  byl^e  meansirfitf 
all  tbe  old  thirteen  States,  and  particularly  th« 
smaller  States,  who  have  relied  upon  thw  rd- 
ative  importance  in  the  Senate,  which  is  in  tbe 
inverse  ratio  of  the  number  of  that  body,  have 
witnessed  a  diminution  of  their  strength,  in  the 
admission  of  States  into  this  Union,  out  of  ter- 
ritories not  included  within  the  limits  td  the 
old  domain,  at  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitutiiUL 
It  is,  perhaps,  too  late  to  controvert  the  otHnti- 
tutionality  of  snoh  admismon ;  snd,  if  it  could 
be  qoestioned,  and  I  think  it  well  ndgfat  be, 
neoesmfy,  which  knows  no  law^  wonld  be  re- 
sorted to  for  ajustifloattot:  tlie  territory  mnat 
be  purchased,  to  secore  the  free  navigaSim 
the  jQfl^Ba^pi,  and  the  deposit  at  New  Orleans; 
and  the  ponuiase  oould  not  be  effected,  without 
an  express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  <»  oesnoDf 
binding  the  United  States  to  admit  "the  inhab- 
itants of  the  ceded  tenitOTy  into  the  Union,  as 
soon  as  posuble,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  federal  ooiutitution,  to  the  enjoyment  (Mf 
all  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

Two  States  have  already  been  carved  out  of 
this  traritory ;  and,  in  the  coarse  of  time^jper- 
haps,  scHne  ^fat  or  ten  more  may  be.  miut 
title  ooDstitoticm  is  examined,  and  it  is  Ibond  to 
have  been  "  wdained  and  eetablidied  for  the 
United  States  of  America,"  and  for  the  tenitiny 
which  belonged  to  the  United  States,  the  same 
bdug  an  appendage  to  the  United  States :  when 
we  view  the  restricted  power,  relative  to  the 
admisnon  of  new  States;  [here  Hr.  PBU«m 
read  the  third  section  of  article  fonrtii,  of  the 
oonstitution.]  itmay  well  be  questioned,  whether 
the  couvMition  that  framed  or  the  State  ooBven- 
tions  whidi  adopted,  the  oonstitation,  supposed 
it  c£4>able  of  aoonstruction  that  has  been  patnpon 
it  and  which,  in  this  respect,  it  has  received- 
If  they  did  no^  theo^  hue  has  been  an  nnex- 
peoted  operatitmof  theooDstitntion,  ^miidihing 
the  power,  if  not  impairing  the  lij^ta,  <tf  the 
small  States,  and,  in  uk^  iff  the  whole  of  the 
Old  TMrUuK 

Sir,  if  paUiooonfidflDoe^andadedreioteteia 
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ew  gire  flnj' amranoe  of  aftitiiM  diidurae 
dntiea,  sltoimeemtatiTe  of  tke  ii«ti(m  oorat 
to  be  omaidwed  m  safe  an  agent,  as  a  mnnber 
of  a  State  Le^datore.  Eruy  member  of  this 
Hooae  has  a  good  share  of  the  oonfldenoe  of 
forty  thousand  people ;  a  town,  a  borough,  or 
a  district,  with  oomparativelj  few  inhabitants, 
may  return  a  member  of  a  State  L^slatore. 
Agaiit,  we  are  told  bjthe  honorable  gentleman 
frcHD  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  itoDvwm,)  .that, 
hcnaftny  no  maa  ean  aqnre  to  the  Preaidential 
dunv  irno  baa  not  distingoiiAed  himself  cm 
this  floor,  or  wbo  has  not  shown  himself  emi- 
neotiy  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Pres- 
ident,  by  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  some  of 
the  oqiaTtiDenta  of  Government  Be  it  bo. 
Who  are  the  beet  qualified  to  ^odge  t  And  who 
oau  heat  judge  cs  the  quabfio^ons  of  such 
men  I  The  members  of  uus  House,  who  asso- 
oate  with  them,  know  them  well,  and  see 
them  evoy  day,  or  the  members  of  a  State 
Legisiatme,  who  can  know  them  only  by  repu- 
tMtknl  If|  air,  the  eleoti<HL  is  to  he  sent  back 
to  the  States,  to  be  by  them  settled  by  a  vote, 
in  diatrieta,  each  State  to  have  we  vote,  my 
cAjeetisna  will  be  found  appluiable  to  a  vote  in 
tut  mode — perfa^M  they  will  ^>ply  with  more 
fivoe ;  the  Totea  in  one  district,  wUl  settle  the 
vote  of  a  State,  and  twen^  men,  or  less,  can 
control  the  rote  of  the  district,  and  those  men 
fcmignera^  mere  birds  of  passage :  for,  we  are 
tdd,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehusetts,  (Mr.  Etxebtt,)  that,  in  srane  States, 
the  electiTe  frwaohiBe  is  extended  to  aliens,  and 
pawns  not  natoralized. 

An  h<morable  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Ml.  GAnauLXKa,)  cannot  j^ve  to  the  Adminis- 
txatiim  his  support.  Situs  Laeryma.  That  gen- 
tieoaa  is  also  oppoaed  to  an  election  by  the 
l^msectf  BeineaoitaliTea,  K  the  distinguished 
otizai  wbo  now  fills  the  £xeontiTe  ohair,  had 
been  dected  by  the  pet^le,  would  my  friend 
from  Kew  Yoik  have  been  aatasfied  t  If  not, 
his  otgeetiaa  may  not  be  so  mnoh  to  the  mode 
of  electioQ,  aa  to  toe  man  elected.  But,  my 
tnaoA  from  New  York  cannotgive  to  this  Ad- 
mioiitration  his  aopport.  This  declaration 
created  at  first,  in  my  mind,  some  disagreeable 
flCDsatMrna,  and  gave  rise  to  aome  melancholy 
rcdeetkma.  I  did  not  know  that  the  wheels  of 
Gofermneat  oould  moT^  if  Heroules  withb^d 
Us  ataijKth.  One  hundred  and  ei^ty  olerka 
in  tiie  di^vnt  departanenta,  I  bad  bem  tdd, 
bad  bem  annODBly  watching  toe  pn^rress  of 
the  appn^Mlatum  bill,  and  anxkmsly  waiting  its 
final  passage.  Thnr  were  MfWfiJy  aliet  to  the 
aatgeet-matter  of  uds  bill.  I  felt  for  them : 
bn^  aioee  I  have  ascertained  this  hill  has,  or  is, 
in  A  £ur  way  to  become  a  law,  and  that  the 
fan,  more  boiign  to  ns  than  he  has  been  to 
many  of  oar  friends  farther  north,  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks,  has,  asusoal,  rose,  and. 
sane  part  <tf  the  time,  ahone,  anA  set,  my  mind 
has  been  greatly  relieved.  Bat  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  not  try  the  present  Ad- 
flaiaiitratim  bjr  its  measoreai  this  he  oannot 
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snbmit  to^  althoogfa  Ida  distingulsbed  and  ma^ 
nanimoBS  leadur  is  perfectly  willing  so  to  do. 
Perhaps  the  gentlanan  flrom  New  Ycak  is  ap> 
prebensive,  if  he  adopta  this  course,  he  may 
find  nothing  to  oondemn;  and,  as  condem- 
nation is  the  order  of  the  day,  it  is  better  to 
oondemn  without  a  trial,  than  not  to  condemn 
at  all.  Since  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
avowed  his  determination  to  oppose  the  Ad- 
ministration at  all  hazards,  and,  to  do  it  efiieo- 
toally,  is  willing  to  encour^  every  q>e<ne8  cf 
party,  I  will  reaort  again,  bat  fbr  a  UKHnent,  to 
the  Federalirt,  and  aak  the  gentleman  If  he 
comes  wiHiinHr.  Maffison's  derndtitm  ctf  fiutita. 

*'  B;  a  fkcUon,  I  understand  a  nnnd>er  of  cHixenfl, 
whether  amoonting  to  a  majorltj  or  minoritf  of  the 
whole,  who  are  ooited  and  actuated  by  some  com- 
mon hnpalse  of  passion,  or  of  interest,  advetae  to 
the  rights  of  other  clUiens,  or  to  the  permanent 
interest  of  the  commoaity.** 

The  geutieman  from  New  York  cannot  sab- 
mit  to  an  election  by  this  House,  the  presiding 
ofBoer  of  which  is  transferred  from  the  Speak- 
er's diair  to  the  jdaoe  tili  Secretary  of  State, 
Would  the  gentionan  have  objected  to  this 
transfer,  if  another  candidate  had  been  chosen 
President;  and  is  he  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  friends  of  one,  at  least,  were  not  willing 
that  the  same  transfer  should  have  been  made, 
in  the  event  of  tlie  choice  of  that  onet  If  an- 
other candidate  had  been  chosen,  the  Speaker's 
ohiur  might  have  been  vacated,  and  no  suspi- 
cions would  have  fallen  on  him  who  had  so 
well  filled  it.  Sir,  Z  am  prepared  to  say,  that 
no  Administration  wonld  have  been  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and  none  would 
have  received  the  confidence  of  the  people^ 
which  have  overlooked  the  tried  serricea  and 
Just  daims  of  the  Secretary  of  State— the  able 
and  zealous  advocate  of  liberty,  and  whose 
extfttons  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  our 
happy  Government  and  the  ftee  institutions  of 
our  countiy,  have  been  nneqaalled;  whose 
views  have  not  been  limited  by  geosr^hioal 
lines  or  degrees  of  latitude^  bat  who  liaa  been 
anxious  to  extend  our  bieasuigB  to  the  remotest 
comers  of  the  earth. 

The  caucus  system,  or  king  caucus,  has  been 
introduced ;  and  frequentiy  referred  to  in  the 
oourse  of  the  debate;  and,  while  some  have 
contended  that  the  removal  of  the  deotion  from 
this  House  is  ueoessary,  to  prevent  the  opera' 
tion  of  the  Mntnrf  power,  otliera  have  om- 
tendedthat  it  is  neoessary  to  restcure  reg%^ 
nominations.  I  have  bnt  a  few  words  to  say 
on  tins  sahjeot ;  those  conventions  which  fol- 
lowed pnblic  opinion,  and  not  those  which 
precede,  and  endeavor  toslve  a  direction  to  11^ 
will  be  respected.  When  the  country  is 
divided  into  parties,  they  are  necessary  to 
concentrate  their  powers,  and  to  enable  the 
friends  of  candidates  to  act  with  more  effi- 
ciency. I  have,  for  about  twenty  years,  at- 
tended all  the  caucuses  or  conventions  that 
have  been  hcdden  in  the  State  from  whicb  I 
oome^  except  the  adjournment  of  "<k»  mi- 
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pledged  eueni,"  and  that  I  did  not  attend : 
for,  bat  few  ootdd  tell  vliere  it  irea  holden, 
and  bat  a  few  ooald  be  admitted ;  and  I  hare 
almost  iuTariably  fonnd  that  all  wfaloh  were 
In  obedlenoe  to  pnblio  (pinion,  were  respected, 
ud  as  often  as  men  attempted  to  dictate  to 
othen  the  ooarae  the:r  ahomd  adopt,  so  oftw 
were  oonventions  or  oanoasea  disregarded.  Had 
I  been  a  member  of  Ooi^reeB  when  Jefferson 
was  nominated,  when  Hauson  was  nominated, 
when  Monroe  waa  nominated, «  oandidatea  for 
fhe  FreddenoT,  X  would  hare  attended  tbe  mee^ 
ton  that  nonunated  them ;  pablie  (^InkHi  had. 
bSta«  th^  n<«ilttatbmBby  UMMB  meetinn,  fixed 
npon  them;  had  I  been  here  whoi  the  axty-aix 
assembled  In  titb  Hall,  I  woold  not  have  at- 
tended the  meeting— pnbUo  opinion  was  not 
■etUed  at  Uiat  time,  in  fiiTor  of  either  <rf  the 
nomeroos  candidates,  and  the  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  give  a  direction  to  pnblio  opin- 
ion, which  was  not  to  be  inflnenoed  hj  the 
meeting.  Of  eleven  States  represented  at  that 
meeting,  bat  two  voted  far  the  candidate  there 
nominated. 

Amidst  all  the  anticipated  evils  and  direfal 
^^mW^  ocH^Jnred  np  hj  diawderad  mindH, 
tibte  resdntions  d  an  lumorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Miheb,)  resolataons 
which  embody  more  good  sense  than  ell  the 
others  which  have  been  offered,  afford  some 
eoiaoe  to  the  mind :  **  U«  ptople  art  viniwtnu 
and  inMUgmL  ana  tkrir  SipretentatiMa  air* 
woT^  of  wnfiAttiM^  And  if  there  be  any 
want  of  virtne  or  intolligenoe,  the  best  and 
surest  mode  to  snpplv  it  and  maintain  parity 
of  election,  is  the  ertablishment  of  free  schools ; 
for  this  purpose,  ^ving  the  new  States  all  they 
reascoiably  require,  let  a  part  of  the  nation's 
domain  be  pareeUed  out  for  ttie  animort  and 
malntenanoe  of  vnbfio  idmolB  hi  the  old  Statea. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  eon- 
Tlnoe  the  oomndttee  of  the  impropri^  of  the 
proposed  alterations,  and  of  the  importance  of 
that  feature  in  the  faderative  system,  to  the 
nnall  SUt«e,  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  from 
them.  The  oonstitntlon  may  be  oonridered  as 
a  compact ;  at  the  time  it  was  formed,  some 
dc^renoe  was  thoax^t  to  be  dne  to  the  dtoA- 
tion  and  services  of  the  parties  to  it  It  be- 
oomes  not  roe  to  s^  mnoh  of  the  services  of 
my  native  State,  daring  oar  revotntionary 
sbn^le,  her  soarings,  or  privaticMis;  bat  I 
am  warranted  in  saying,  that  during  that  strag- 
de,  Bhode  Iiland  flirmshed  more  nun,  and 
lavished  more  treasure,  for  the  common  eanse, 
In  pn^xHtion  to  her  nmnbers  and  her  wulth, 
than  uiy  State  tn  the  Unloa  She  fought  the 
enemy  wherever  he  vas  to  be  found ;  the  war 
was  carried  to  her  very  fireddee.  The  island 
on  which  I  recdde,  onoe  the  Eden  of  America, 
was,  for  a  long  period,  the  seat  of  war ;  oar 
grem  fields  were  laid  waste,  our  orchards  oat 
down,  houses  burnt,  and  temples,  dedicated  to 
tiie  WGrship  of  Almighty  Ck>£  were  converted 
into  barraoks  and  ho^itals  tsx  a  British  sol- 
diery. The  efiisots  of  the  Bevolntkmary  War 


are  yet  visible  in  the  heart  of  Bhode  Islmd. 
To  fight  her  bsttlea  at  home^  and  to  fimiiah 
her  quota  to  fig^t  the  batUea  of  tiie  naticm,  abe 
ndsea  regimente  upon  her  own  credit  and 
responi&buity ;  regfanents  composed  of  men 
who  have  not  yet  tasted  the  bounty  of  the 
natim,  many  iA  whom  are  now  foedhig  npm 
indhidval  wari^,  and  all  <^  whom  are  \^  in 
(ddage,  to 

**Wesp  oWthdrwooDdl^ o'er  tsles<tf  sorrow  done^ 
Bhoiuder  thur  crutch,  uid  show  how  fields  were 
won." 

Sir,  during  the  late  atnia^  Rhode  Island 
was  not  behind  her  rister  States  in  her  con- 
tributions blood  and  treasure.  Swne  ctf  cor 
inoorpwmted  institntitms  sabeoribed  their  oapi- 
tals  to  the  Govemment  loans;  our  private 
armed  vessela  made  tiie  enemy,  even  at 
Uoyd'a,  sMLslble  of  the  existenoe  of  war.  At 
the  memorable  battie  of  Bridgewater,  when  the 
gallant  and  intrmid  Towson  was  pouring  from 
tiie  months  of  his  fi^-pieces  aheeto  of  fire^ 
and  carrying  destrootion  into  tiie  ranks  of  the 
enemy,  be  was  oovued,  in  part  by  a  Bhode 
Island  offloer,  commanding  Bhodie  Island  nun 
— by  an  offioer  who  vent  Into  bottle  at  the 
head  (riT  n  oon^ai^,  with  %  fliU  omi^amant  cf 
men,  whose  oniqiany,  when  the  battie  ma 
over,  mnatered  aevcntoen  men,  who  were  not 
killed  or  woonded.  A  eon  (tf  Kiode  Idand,  at 
the  hnd  <tf  a  gallant  orew,  ftvm  the  same 
State,  fought  the  battie  of  the  Lake — no,  mr, 
in  thU  I  am  mistaken,  he  had  not  the  gallant 
crew  with  which  he  started  from  Newport — 
at  Sackett's  Harbor  these  men  were  taken  from 
him,  and  he  had  thrown  on  his  hands  the 
refuse,  the  abandoned  of  Qod'a  oreatitm ;  with 
anoh  vbvff  the  lamented  Pen^,  with  a  great 
pr(»ortion  ftf  Bhode  Mand  oflloers,  fought  the 
batUe  of  XMe,  when,  fin*  tibe  first  tinw  in  the 
history  v/t  onr  oonutry,  fleet  met  fleet,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  fleet  eaptared  fleet  If,  in  two 
stnigg^  we  have  presented  this  iwiming  lamp, 
are  guitiemen  now  ready  to  jwt  outtAu  jy&t/ 
I  would,  Hr.  Obairman,  were  it  neoessary  on 
this  oooasion,  sppeal  to  the  feelinn  and  sum- 
mon to  my  aid  t^e  sympathies  of  other  States. 
Vigorous  YMmont,  tiiough  yet  in  your  infonciy, 
your  power  has  been  curtailed,  and,  nx  yean 
ago,  yon  were  reminded  of  the  importuoe  and 
value  of  this  part  of  the  oonBtitutlon,  now  at- 
tempted to  be  taken  aw^.  Oonneotioot,  the 
TiMis  of  eloqaenoe  has  already  given  aaimvaoea 
your  fidelity.  Ddawan^  yon  will  oHng  to 
this  part  of  tiie  ocxtstitntion,  as  the  sheet- 
anofaor  of  yoor  hope.  Ohio,  recollect  the  stma 
of  Bhode  Island  and  Oonneotiont  first  broke 
ground  upon  the  baidoi  of  the  Ma^Jngmn ; 
your  soil  now  embosoms  the  ashes  of  the  mo«t 
eloquent  advocate  that  ever  graoed  the  courta 
of  Bhode  biland.  Virginia,  proud,  ud  justly 
proud,  the  land  <tf  heroes,  patriots,  stateemen, 
and  philoet^hen,  are  yon  prepared  for  thia 
amenamentt  You  have  already  had  some 
warning  ctf  old  ^  and  deor^itode;  the 
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>»ciytt»  of  7onr  power  nu^  be  transferred  to 
otMT  hands;  the  power  of  some  vHinted  State 
may  hereafter  write  l^e  Aw  joivC  of  yoor  f^oiy. 
Xr.  CSudnnan,  I  hare  don»-^  the  reeolations 
do  MSB,  I  shall  be  consoled  with  the  reflection 
of  harmg  nude  an  effcot,  fiB^de  aa  it  has  beeo, 
toimraittfaur  paasage— 

&  Pergama  deztra 
Defentt  poaaent,  atiam  hae  deftosa  ftdssant. 

I  mlonit  the  interest  of  the  State  I  rmreaent 
to  the  Justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Woon^  of  New  Y«k,  then  rose,  and 
qioke  as  IbDowa: 

Mr.  CSiabman :  It  is  a  question  relative  to 
ttie  organization  oi  the  General  Govemmait — 
the  mode  d  mwinting  the  chief  EzeontiTe 
Ma^itrate— in  the  abstract,  of  Tery  little  con- 
■eqaeaoe,  bnt  in  its  connection,  of  vast  im- 
portance. It  involTes  the  principles  of  Uberty, 
and  eaten  into  the  fomuation  cm  whi(^  it 
Zflste,  ft  ia  an  fantnmeot  inovided  1^  the 
eonadtntiiu  for  tin  pmerraticn  of  freedMU, 
and  this  done  raiders  it  of  mndi  imp<vtanoe. 

The  snb^ect  has  beoi  iiiTolved  in  some  ob- 
•earity,  by  not  dbdngni^dng  dearly  between 
the  oti^eofes  of  the  State  and  General  Goyem- 
meata,  and  the  rdations  which  the  people  bear 
to  each. 

Let  na  tmoe  the  history  of  onr  Ctovenunent 
from  its  origin.  When  tiie  colonies  diasolTed 
Iheir  ocunecdon  with  Great  Brttiun,  the  soveiv 
eign  power  derolved  np<»i  the  people  of  this 
oonntry.  The  people  of  e4oh  State  formed  or 
adopted  a  wmstitatitHi,  with  more  or  less 
power.  Some  States  invested  their  Govem- 
■eata  vidi  entire  ao>vaceignt7f  odierB  with 
limited  powm.  During  the  war  the  Bero- : 
htion,  tne  States  took  a  part  of  the  powers,  of 
a  general  natore^  fttsu  their  State  conatitntiona, 
and,  with  than,  formed  a  oraifederate  Govern 
meat  Cor  the  thirteen  States,  to  enable  Congress 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  form  treaties  with 
other  nations ;  the  States  retained  the  power 
over  eonimeree  and  taaution;  Ocmgreee  sim- 
^el^the  pvMk)  tnanry      qnotaa  on  the 

Hub  mode  of  ntpplying  the  treasory  proved 
inafieiettt,  and  led  to  the  ftwmatHm  of  the 
yeaeBt  omatitntitm  on  the  basis  of  the  oon- 
ndetatkm.  The  only  esamtial  powwa  that 
wen  added,  were  tluMe  ov«r  oonmieroe  and 
taiation;  we  goTcmment  at  territoriea:  the' 
djapoaitNn  of  ttie  pnblio  land;  end  a  NatuHial 
Jnffidny;  and  the  GovMuuent  was  made  to 
have  a  nati<HiaI  openUon, 

Why  did  the  people  of  the  several  States 
divide  fba  powera  of  sovereiga^  between  the 
two  Governments  V  The  history  of  the  tames 
shows  tbvt  it  was  done  from  a  conviction  that 
a  ssgle  National  Government  was  muafe,  and 
would  prove  hostile  to  Uber^ ;  that  a  single 
Gowmnent,  for  a  oonntey  of  snoh  extent  and 
divewitj  of  intereat^  mnrt  be  invested  with  so 
mvoh  margy  as  wonld  lead  to  despotism. 

The  people  of  the  aereral  Statea  divided 
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those  powers  which  they  tltooght  fit  to  dele- 
gate, between  the  two  Governmental  in  nuh 
manner  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  nqmdiTe  eoM 
for  which  they  were  d^gned. 

The  State  Governments  were  intended  to 
protect  the  riji^ts  of  thdr  members,  within 
their  respective  limits,  from  iiynries,  witiiont 
force.  The  General  Government  was  intended 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  dtiaena  of  dl  the 
Sfartea  from  internal  and  external  force,  and 
npcm  the  ooaan.  The  people  ot  eaoh  Sti^  in 
relation  to  the  State  GovenuBent,  are  to  be 
ofmsidered  in  a  aq»arate  federal  or  politioal 
cwaci^,  as  oitiiflDS  cS  that  particular  State  of 
which  they  are  members;  and,  in  relalioa  to 
the  General  Government,  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered in  an  an;rM>Bte  or  national  capacity, 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  righta 
and  interests  the  people,  in  one  capaoi^,  are 
not  opposed  to  th^  rights  and  interests  in 
their  oiher  oapaoity,  bnt  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony. What  u  necessary  for  the  secmity  ci 
thrir  libertieBj.  in  tme  oqiaci^,  is  necessaiy  In 
the  other.  The  safety  ^  the  peoi^  in  both 
o^MMBtiee,  dqtends  on  the  pveswvatim  oi  eadi 
Government  within  its  proper  limits.  The 
only  opposition  in  the  case,  is,  between  those 
who  wish  to  deprive  the  States  of  a  portion  of 
their  power,  and  those  who  wish  to  prevent  it ; 
between  those  who  wish  to  disturb  the  present 
adjustment  of  powers  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, and  those  who  are  (^posed  to  it  *,  be- 
tween those  who  wish  to  tmuler  a  part  of  the 
power  of  the  States  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  those  who  wish  to  retain  it. 

The  framers  of  the  General  Government 
seem  to  hare  antidpated  that  the  nossession  of 
the  swwd  and  the  pnracL  with  tne  patronage 
it  nfost  command,  woold  f^ve  that  Govern- 
ment a  preponderatfaig  influence,  which  might 
become  daugenma  to  the  States,  and  they  en- 
deavored to  provide  means  to  comiteract  this 
tendenoy  to  enlargwnent,  which  they  foresaw, 
by  giving  the  States  the  appointment  of  a  por- 
tion of  we  officers  who  were  to  administer  it: 
by  limiting  its  powers  to  a  few  ennmerated 
objects ;  and  by  a  prodent  diatribation  of  its 
powers. 

The  election  of  the  chief  Executive  Hofpa- 
tnte  of  the  General  Government,  i^^  by  the 
eonstitntion,  to  be  made  by  electcHre  to  be  ^ 
pointed  bx  the  several  States,  in  endi  manner 
as  the  Legielatm^  thereof  shall  direct,  and,  ip 
case  the  electors  shall  fail  to  make  a  choice, 
the  delegations  of  the  respective  States,  in  the 
Hoose  ot  Bepresentatives,  are  to  select  the 
President  irtnu  the  three  candidates  having  the 
h^hest  number  of  electoral  votes,  in  their 
Fraeral  or  potittoal  o^adties,  eaoh  State  having 
one  vote. 

A  State,  in  all  cases  where  the  term  is  used 
in  the  constitution,  in  relation  to  choice  or 
action,  is  to  be  considered  as  a  moral  person, 
and  evidentiy  means  the  pwple,  in  their  cor- 

£ orate  or  politioal  character,  llie  Le^ature 
t  the  organ  by  which  the  people  express  their 
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-will,  in  th«  flrrt  instonoe,  and  by  which  they 
direist  the  mode  or  manner  In  vhi<^  their  will 
afaall  be  othrairiBe  expreseed. 

The  tme  meaning  of  this  artide  of  the  con- 
ftatntion  la,  that  the  people  of  each  State  shall 
appoint  electors,  in  snch  manner  as  they,  in 
weir  corporate  or  political  capacity,  shall  see 
fit.  This  power  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ap- 
iKnntiDg  electors  in  each  State,  is,  therefore,  a 
BtaU  ri{fhL  and  is  to  be  exercised  according  to 
tiie  vngwUi^  diieniion  of  the  people  of  the 
State.  TluBiitiieoonBtitati<Hulr^alati(Hi,and 
doea  awiqr  the  objection  reUtire  to  the  want 
of  nnifbrmi^:  nmformity  implies  r^inla^on, 
and  ia  ineompatiUe  with  disd^tion ;  to  regu- 
late It  wonld  be  to  destroy  it. 

The  people  of  each  State  are  at  liberfy  to 
exercise  this  right  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  shall  jndge  it  will  be  most  benefltnal  to 
their  interests.  They  may  make  the  appoint- 
ment by  delates  ohosrai  for  the  sole  and  ex- 
press purpose,  or  they  may  appoint  the  electors 
themselves  in  the  first  instance,  either  by  a 
genwal  Ueket,  or  by  larger  or  smallar  districts. 

Theolffeetof  the  poww  was  to  aecorethe 
Integrity  and.  independence  <MF  the  Beveral 
States,  bjr  reserving  to  them  the  ctrntiol  over 
the  eleotiOD  of  the  oUef  Execnfive  Magistrate 
of  the  <3«iual  Government,  who  wonld  be,  in 
some  measure,  responnble  to  them,  and  who 
would  be  bound,  by  this  tie,  to  resist  any 
course  of  policy  that  wonld  lead  to  an  abrid^ 
ment  of  the  power  and  inflnence  of  the  States, 
or  who,  as  a  faithful  sentinel,  would  apprise 
thnn  of  the  approach  of  danger  from  ^at 
qnarter.  This  power  is  a  most  efficient  weapon 
of  self-defence;  it  will  uiable  the  States,  in 
any  <a1ne  that  may  threaten  their  indepfflid- 
enoe,  to  arrest  the  motioiis  of  the  Government, 
and  avwt  the  danger.  It  is  a  f^eral  power  of 
redstanoe,  analt^ous  to  that  power  which  is 
Inherait  In  the  pecn>le  of  every  Government  to 
arrest  its  career  wnen  it  becomes  destructive 
of  the  ends  of  the  sooiaI  contract 

In  case  a  Osasar  should  ever  obtdn  the 
Kxeontive  chair,  and  should  attempt  to  remove 
the  obstructions  whi<^  the  State  Governments 
wonld  interpose  to  his  ambition,  the  States, 
by  the  bare  refusal  to  act,  may,  within  four 
years,  arrest  his  coarse^  and  redooe  him  to  a 
private  station. 

Although  it  is  a  powerftal,  yet  it  Is  ip^acMble 
wetc^  A  self-deienoe ;  it  is  a  dvil  remec^ 
pnmded  by  the  omstittttion,  as  a  ^bstitnte 
fm  t&yfl  war  and  bloodshed,  and  a  preservatiTe 
against  the  miseries  it  inflibts;  it  is  a  wise 
proton,  which  will  enable  the  States  to  re- 
claim the  Government  from  its  errors,  without 
annihilating  or  changing  it;  to  bring  it  back 
to  first  principles,  and  to  reanimate  it  with  the 
spirit  of  liberty ;  it  was  a  precious  invention  of 
the  Oonvention  who  Aramed  the  constitntion, 
and  is  peculiar  to  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is,  also,  a  harmUm  power ;  it  can  only  be 
used  by  the  States  in  concert,  and  is  a  measure 
to  which  they  will  never  matai^  except  in  ex- . 


treme  cases,  when  their  independenoa  la  aft 
stake.  All  important,  however,  as  thia  power 
is,  it  can  only  be  exer<nsed  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  in  thur  political  oapadtiea. 
To  take  the  control  of  the  eleotaon  from  the 
States  is  to  annUiilate  it.  It  is  a  Federal,  and 
not  a  national  power,  and 'cannot  be  exercised 
in,  a  national  capacity.  Take  it  trom.  the 
States,  and  they  inU  stiU  be  political  sod^ie^ 
bnt,  UIm  Samsmi  shorn  mi  Ma  locks,  tlK^ 
strength  Will  be  gone,  Voold  it  not  be  ft 
spedee  of  adf-immolstion  for  the  States  to  sur- 
render a  power  so  Intorwovem  with  thor  politi- 
cal existence! 

The  resolutions  before  the  committee,  both 
involve  the  same  prindple.  They  propose  to 
take  from  the  States  all  manner  of  control  o  w 
the  election  of  Presidents— incipient  or  final — 
to  destroy  its  Federal  character,  and  to  make 
it  nationid. 

They  assume  to  confer  a  benefit,  by  making 
the  election  nnlform  b^  districts  in  every  State, 
and,  under  this  disguise,  propose  to  strip  the 
people  of  tlie  sevovl  Stwtes  of  th^  oc»»titn- 
tioiul  power  over  the  dection,  and  a 
deadly  mow  at  one  of  the  strongholds  of  their 
lib^ttea. 

The  adoption  of  the  resoluti<ms  would  midce 
the  election  ot  tiie  Prendent  purely  national ; 
would  deprive  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
in  their  political  capacities,  of  their  constdtnent 
power,  and  render  nim  irresponnble  to  them. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  liberty  re- 
quires that  the  boundaries  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments should  be  observed.  The  objects  of  the 
General  Government,  and  the  nature  of  its 
powers,  are  calculated  to  g^ve  it  a  preponderat- 
ing inflnence  over  those  of  the  States.  It  is 
oar  shield  in  war;  its  <^oes  hare  man  at> 
tractions  fiir  tslent  sod  ambttim  than  those  of 
the  States,  and  itspnbUo  ^tttoditores  embrace 
a  wider  range,  ana  are  more  diflku&Te  in  th^ 
benefits. 

Boads,  bridge,  and  canals,  are  the  subjects 
of  internal  improvement.  Their  use  is  to 
facilitate  intercourse  and  transpntatimi,  f>om 
one  place  to  another. 

If  any  subjects  whatever  require  municipal 
relation  more  than  others,  these  are  those 
subjects.  Roads  and  bridges  were  a  part  of 
the  trinoda  neeettitai  to  which  every  citizen 
was  bound  to  contribute  by  the  ancient  law. 
They  are  altogether  of  a  looal  natnre;  th^ 
require  local  taxation,  local  snpeiintendesioe^ 
and  local  protection.  Litemal  improrenuat 
was  not  among  the  purp(»es  for  which  tho 
General  Government  was  instituted,  nor  is  It 
the  object  of  any  one  of  its  enumerated  powers. 
If  the  General  Government  has  any  power 
over  the  subject,  what  are  its  limits}  How  ia 
it  to  be  earned  into  effect,  without  interfering 
with  the  Legislative  and  Judicial  antiioritj 
of  the  States! 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  general  snbject 
dearly  belongs  to  the  States,  and  tliat  the 
casea  in  which  it  mi^  posublj  beocnne  neoes- 
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mrj  to  &e  exeontlon  of  tiie  emunerated  poir- 
«i  of  the  General  Govemmcnt,  are  exoeptionB 
to  the  nde^  and  a  confinnation  of  it. 

The  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  General 
Goyernmcnt,  to  any  snt;Ject  evidentlj  witiiin 
the  eognixauoe  of  the  States,  removes  one 
hairier  against  the  inroads  of  tliat  Government 
«pon  tlw  soTereignty  and  independence  of  the 
Statm. 

Am  amMtim  fat  nadcmal  aggrandizement  la 
not  eaiD^  owflnad  to  prescribed  limitB,  nor  is 
it  q>t  to  be  checked  hj  oma^tional  somples. 
How  haa  it  h«>pened  that  a  otmetitation  fram- 
ed for  tiie  tenitoij  oeded  to  the  United  States, 
hj  the  treaty  of  1788,  has  been  ^tended  to 
the  American  Archipelago,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  other?  S£wht 
it  not,  on  Hm  earae  principles,  be  extended  to 
embrace  the  Island  of  Owyhee,  on  the  one 
ride,  and  St.  Domingo  on  the  other? 

Sir,  the  intention  of  the  firamers  of  the  oon- 
■titotioa  is  Airther  evinced  the  diBtribation 
of  its  power  amoiu  the  different  branches  of 
Hie  ExeenliTe  and  L^dstxTe  dmrtments. 

Tbe  Fnsadent  is  ueoted  tor  srar  yem ;  is 
oonimaadtf-iii-diief  of  Hie  army  and  navy ;  has 
the  exeliirive  power  of  nonunatdng  pnblio 
officers — bnt  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is 
noewaiBTy  to  their  appointment;  be  has  the 
power  n^otiatang  treaties — bnt  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  prraent  is  necee- 
aazy  to  their  ratification;  and  he  has  a  qnali- 
fied  ncMtive  in  l^islatioD. 

The  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  is  elected  for 
two  years ;  haa  the  exdnsive  risiht  of  originat- 
tns  impeadunents ;  has  the  exchuive  power  of 
oiginating  reveime  laws,  snlfject  to  uie  power 
of  the  Senate  to  amend  them  as  in  other  cases, 
and  a  eo-eqnal  power  with  the  Senate  in  ordi- 
nary legulation ;  and  has  the  power  of  electing 
the  Frendent  in  case  no  choice  is  made  by  the 
Heetora,  when  the  mfflnbera  vote  t>y  States, 
each  State  having  one  vote. 

The  Senate  ts  dected  tar  six  years ;  has  the 
exdnsive  power  of  trying  impeachments,  ex- 
cept in  case  of  the  impeachment  of  tiie  Presi- 
dent, when  the  Chief  Justice  is  aasoctated  with 
tiiem ;  has  co-equal  power  with  the  House  of 
Bepresentativee  in  l^^ifdation,  except  in  the 
origination  of  revenue  bills;  baa  a  concurrent 
power  with  the  President  in  the  appoinbnent 
of  pahfieoffloere;  and  the  ocnuent  (a  two-thirds 
of  m»  memben  present  la  neoessory  to  the 
-nlidityofatrea^. 

The  permapency  of  the  Senate,  andthevari- 
ons  pown^  Ezeeative^  Legislative,  and  Jndi- 
dalt  Tested  in  that  body,  renders  it  Uie  pre- 
emiiMnt  power  of  the  constitation.  The  union 
of  the  Saute  with  the  Executive,  in  the  treaty- 
making  power,  is  calcnlated  to  give  that  body 
m  important  inflnenoe,  if  not  the  principal 
enitro^  over  our  foreign  relations.  It  is  the 
propertj  cf  every  permanent  body  to  eany  its 
powers  to  their  ntmoet  extent. 

Doctor  Bobertson,  in  his  observations  on  the 
StSmatiaOf  in  his  Ustory  of  Oharka  Y. 


[H.  o»  B. 

affirms,  that  history  Amdshes  no  instance  of  a 
relinquishment  of  power  by  an  organized  body 
of  men,  unless  it  was  impoaed  on  them  by  a 
foreign  hand.  A  disposition  to  monopolize  a 
control  of  this  power  would  embarrass  our 
negoH^ons ;  would  destroy  the  responsibilj^ 
of  the  Sxeontive ;  would  depive  the  country  of 
the  benefita  of  his  wisdom  imd  experience,  and 
wonld  strip  the  department  <tf  ua  most  im- 
portant feaWe. 

The  prindpal  seeorify  we  have  fisr  the 
M  envoise  the  vast  powers  vested  In  the 
Senate,  is  the  penonal  character  of  its  mem- 
bers: the  body  may  be  considered  as  per- 
manent ;  the  members  share  the  patronage  of 
Qovemment,  as  well  as  contribute  to  confler  it; 
they  are  not  liable  to  impeachment,  and  their 
responsibility  is  weakened  by  the  changeable 
character  of  tiie  State  Legislatures.  They  are 
the  sole  guardians  of  their  own  pnrity ;  and  the 
only  reliance  of  the  nation  agamst  tiie  corrup- 
tion of  the  body,  is  upon  the  moral  sense,  and 
the  sense  of  himor,  of  the  individual  members, 
and  upon  the  disposition  which  their  self- 
respect  will  dictate  to  preserve  the  body  from 
contamination,  1^  the  power  of  eroulsion. 

Constituted  as  the  Senate  now  is,  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  no  man  should  be  advanced  to  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  that  august  assembly  who 
is  not  as  pure  as  was  Aristides,  as  wise  as  Solon, 
and  as  patrotic  as  Regulas. 

Exceptionable  as  the  constitution  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  in  theory,  a  different  organization  might  be 
liable  to  greater  practical  evUs.  If  the  sole 
power  over  our  foreign  relations  was  vested  hi 
the  Executive,  the  j^ortoess  of  his  term  of 
office,  and  the  flreqnoit  changes  ci  the  In- 
cnmhnita,  might  lew  to  a  changeable  poUcy, 
or  to  a  mm  exceptionable  oonrse  of  temporlx- 
ingexpedioits. 

Why  was  the  Senate  made  the  depository  ctf 
BO  large  a  portion  of  the  powers  cwlegated  to 
the  General  Government  ?  Why  was  it  put  In 
the  power  of  that  body  to  control  the  operik 
tions  of  both  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
departments  of  the  Government?  It  was, 
donbtiess,  because  the  members  of  the  Senate 
represented  the  States ;  were  chosen  by  them, 
and  were  re^onsible  to  them,  and  would  be 
bound  by  this  tie  to  defend  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  States  against  any 
pim  of  policy  that  would  impair  them,  qt.  In 
case  they  should  &11  in  their  efibrts  to  do  thl^ 
would  be^nnd  to  {4>prise  the  States  thay  repre- 
sented, of  the  danger  with  which  th^  were 
threatened. 

I  shall  now  notice  a  few  of  the  reasons 
assigned  for  taking  the  ultimate  or  contingent 
election  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which  have  not  been  as  fully  answered  as 
otiiers. 

It  is  sud  that  the  election  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  violates  the  maxim  which 
Inhibits  the  division  of  power  between  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  departments. 

The  Section  involves  no  exercise  <Kf  Ezeco- 
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tire  or  LegiaUtire  power :  it  is  a  oonstitaeiit 
act,  by  the  delegationB  of  the  several  States, 
in  their  Federal  capacities,  oonslituting  a  Presi- 
dent, It  is  an  act  in  vmoh  no  other  depart- 
ment  has  my  participation ;  when  the  choice 
is  made,  the  power  ceases.  The  ol^ection, 
Iberefor^  does  not  a,yj^  to  a  case  like  this. 

It  is  also  alleoed  that  those  vho  vote  for  the 
snocessfol  oanduiate  wiQ  become  the  partasaos 
his  administration.  Tn  answer  to  this  it 
may  be  obserred,  that  tiie  minority  an  onder 
no  stronger  moral  or  politioal  obli^tions  to 
support  the  admimstratloa  of  an  ExecutiTe, 
elected  according  to  the  forms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, than  the  minority.  Every  dtizen  is 
bound,  by  his  aUegiance,  to  siqiport  the  con- 
stltntional  measures  of  the  GoTermneut,  while 
they  continue  in  force. 

Sir,  intimations  have  been  sussested  in  this 
debate,  favoring  an  opposition  of  the  minority 
to  constitutional  anthori^,  which  I  consider 
hos^  to  the  very  being  d  the  Bepnhlioan 
oysleuL 

The  constant  calumny  of  the  motives  of  pub- 
lic men,  not  only  lessens  the  veneration  for 
tiiem  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  bnt,  by  the 
prindple  of  association,  leasois  taeir  general  es- 
timate of  character,  lessens  their  own  self-re- 
spect, and  thus  removes  one  of  the  strongest 
guards  of  virtne,  and  lowers  the  rtandard  of  the 
public  morals. 

It  is  this  trut  in  the  moral  constitution  of 
man  that  gives  to  education  its  power  in  form- 
ing  the  moral  character  of  yonth ;  and  an  in- 
telligent writer  ouktends  that^  by  a  wise  Im- 
woTonent  of  tills  fiionlt;^  it  is  in  the  power 
the  pnblie  roloB  of  a  State  to  improve  the 
monu  ehanoto'  of  the  nation ;  that  the  pnbUo 
poli<7  may  be  so  modified,  in  relation  to  our 
mond  feeUngs,  as  to  render  a  people  humane  or 
oroel,  Inrave  or  timid,  high-minded  or  mean- 
spirited,  Tirtaons  or  vicious. 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  the  election  in  the 
Eonse  o^  Representatives  exposes  the  members 
to  be  diverted  from  th«r  duty  by  Executive 
patronage. 

The  raftitation  of  the  leading  feature  of  this 
objection,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded 
me,  exempts  me  from  the  necessity  of  noticing 
it. 

I  Bbon}d  hare  no  olfjection  to  transfer  tl^ 
power  to  any  other  body,  provided  the  fedanr 
tlve  principle  was  preserved  if  I  oonld  ^soorer 
that  there  was  any  such,  who  would  be  nnder 
stronger  obligations  to  consult  the  pnfilio  inter- 
ests, or  better  qualified  to  promote  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  send  the  eleoti<Hi  back  to 
the  electoral  colleges,  or  some  other  board  o£ 
electors.  I  cannot  perceive  any  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  tUs  arrangement 

Every  election,  alter  the  first,  must  be  by 
States,  each  State  giving  one  vote,  to  preserve 
the  original  compact  of  the  constitntion  with 
the  sm^  States,  and  to  preserve  the  great  con- 
servative prindple  of  Slate  sovereign^  ud  in- 
d^oodenoe ;  and  there  Is  no  body  m  this  nar 


tion  more  responsible,  or  better  infiamed,  thaa 
the  House  of  JRepresentatives. 

Ur.  Chtdrman,  sranething  has  been  said,  In 
the  conrse  of  tliis  del»^  respectinff  the  danger 
to  which  oor  liberty  is  exposed,  and  respecting 
the  means  of  preserving  it  It  has  been  the 
porpoee  of  argument  to  show,  that  tba 
adoption  of  the  ramntions  before  the  commit- 
tee would  endanger  our  h'berty,  and  that  the 
preservation  of  the  power,  secured  to  the  States 
m  th^  politioal  capacities  by  the  oonstitntion, 
over  the  election  ix  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  the  restriction  of  the  operations  d  the 
General  Government  to  its  oonstitutioual  limita, 
are  essential  means  of  preserving  it 

I  will,  in  conduoon,  make  a  few  more  par- 
ticular obsM^ations  reE{>eoting  the  prindpks 
that  constitute  the  foundation  of  free  St^es, 
with  aa  much  brevity  and  simplicity  as  poasi* 
ble,  with  some  historical  illustrations. 

C&tU  liberfy  dwends  on  the  organization  of 
sodety,  the  mmnlobaraeter  of  the  pet^la^  aod 
a  free  ocmstitntiML  An  eqnali^  of  nmk  and 
property  among  the  pec^Ie,  intelligenoe  and 
virtue  to  quaUfy  thecn  for  submission  to  the  will 
of  the  nu^ority,  and  a  oonstitotion  embradna 
the  prindplee  of  liberty,  are  essential  to  a  well- 
ordered  Bepubhc ;  and  it  will  be  weakened  or 
destroyed  by  such  causes  as  are  calculated  to 
modify  or  change  any  cxT  these  dementarj 
prindplee, 

A  free  oonstitntion  oog^t  to  secure  the  prio- 
dple  of  representation,  periodical  dection,  per- 
sonal security,  trial  by  Jury,  and  a  free  press. 

The  Greeks  eqjOTea  an  eqaalitr  of  tank  and 
property,  aniL  in  tiie  early  pwiod  of  their  hia- 
twy,  wtte  vmnoos  and  IntdUgent :  hot  tfa^ 
were  ignorant  of  the  advantages  <d  a  Bmr^ 
sentatire  Govemmen^  and  thdr  ocnutitntioiia 
were  eztremdy  defective  In  thdr  o^pudzatioo. 

The  oonteats  between  those  among  whom 
the  difierrat  powers  of  government  were  al- 
lotted, generated  &otions.  These  made  Om 
people  venal  and  lioentioo^  and  rendtfed  them 
iDOflpahle  of  sdf-goremment,  and  the  admisdon 
of  Philip  of  MaoedoQ  to  a  seat  in  the  Amphic- 
tyonic  Oounoil,  pnt  a  period  to  thdr  independ- 
oice. 

The  Bomans  were  divided  Into  ranks.  The 
people,  in  the  earb-  itagea  of  the  BepaUia^ 
were  virtuous,  but  the  Goremment  was  badly 
wganized.  Aithou^^  the  people  had  a  share  in 
the  choice  of  thdr  magistrates  and  puUio  offi- 
cers, and  in  making  their  lawi^  yet  they  never 
understood  the  true  piiadples  of  r^resenta- 
tion,  nor  ^d  they  ap^y  them  to  tiie  case  oi 
I^fidation. 

After  the  expuldon  of  the  kings,  the  prind- 
pal  power  was  lodged  in  the  Senate,  which  was 
composed  of  the  patridans,  and  became  aniroa- 
huided  aristocracy. 

The  rigorous  measures  of  that  body  forced 
the  people  to  retire  from  the  dty  to  the  sacred 
moont,  and  the  establishment  of  the  tribonitial 
aathority  was  the  condition  of  their  return. 
Hie  Itibones  had  a  native  npon  the  acts  of 
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the  Senate;  the  bonodary  betweeo  the  powers 
of  the  two  bodies  was  indefinite,  and  the  ocm- 
tests  between  them  for  power  generated  fao- 
lioiu  and  cormpted  the  people.  War  was  the 
principal  occupation  oi  the  citizens;  agricnl- 
tnr^  oommerce^  and  the  arta,  were  the  em- 
flojmsRt  of  alavesb  While  not  engaged  in 
war,  they  were  idle,  and  became  renaL  The 
anniea,  by  b^n^  saffered  to  plunder  the  prov- 
incea,  became  licentioos,  and  the  repnbtio  be- 
came the  spoil  of  ambition,  a  victim  of  Action, 
and  a  Ucentions  soldiery.  Cnsar  did  not 
aspire  for  tha  empire  until  the  people  of  Borne 
had  beo(»ne  incapable  of  Belf-^;oT«nmiait,  and 
were  prepared  ibr  a  master. 

By  the  feudal  aystem,  modem  ^Europe  was 
divided  Into  ranks  of  princes  and  heroditary 
nobles,  who  engrossed  the  lands ;  and  ihe  com- 
mon people,  who  were  Uieir  tenants,  and,  nntil 
the  estabiiahment  of  standing  armies  by  Oharles 
the  Seventh,  in  1448,  fbrmed  the  soldiery  of 
tiie  diffwent  States  or  kingdoms.  The  people 
had  no  share  in  GoTcmment.  The  whole 
powers  of  Government  were  vested  in  the 
princes  and  nobility. 

.  This  organizalion  of  society  and  Qovermnent 
■QL  enata  In  nkoat  conntries  in  Eorope,  and 
pndndes  Oie  eiistenoe  oi  free  Government. 
A  ftee  ooDstitBtifm  ia  inoompatiUe  with  a 
/eodal  orgaaizatioD  <^  eodety.  Power  w!D 
taHaw  property  where  it  is  engrossed  by  a  few 
hands,  and  who  are  fortified  in  its  eigojment 
restraints  gainst  alienation.  It  is  a  law  of 
our  being,  that  men  should  be  governed  by 
those  npon  whom  they  are  dependent  for 
subsistence. 

The  forms  of  a  free  Government  are  of  UtUe 
use  without  the  capaci^  to  eigoy  it.  The 
establishment  of  soeh  a  Government'  on  a  feu- 
dal bads  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  useless 
to  the  people;  the  elections  wonld  be  oon- 
tmOedby  ue  king  and  the  noUea,  and  every 
meaaore  would  be  dintated  by  th«n.  Snch  a 
Govenuneot  would  probably  be  an  evil,  by 
making  the  people  the  instrnmenta  cS  strength- 
ening the  f"ii'T"T  that  bind  them  to  th^  con- 

ditlML 

These  are  the  reasons  why  t3ie  atten^ta  to 
wtahKfih  free  Governments  in  fVanoe,  and 
elsewhere,  on  a  feudal  organization  of  sodety, 
have  failed,  and,  while  it  continues,  must  £ul. 

Before  free  Governments  can  succeed  in 
those  coon  tries,  sodety  must  be  reorganized ; 
rank  must  be  abolished,  or  some  means  adopt- 
ed to  comitervail  its  tufiuence ;  the  restraints 
agunst  the  alienation  of  real  property  must  be 
removed,  and  the  people  admitted  to  an  equal- 
ity  of  poUtical  ri^^ita^  and  instructed  in  the 
elements  ot  freedom,  to  raider  Hiern  eapaUe 
d  self-government. 

libeity  WIS  established  In  Kigland,  by  the 
Saxmi^  be/bre  the  feudal  system  was  introduoed 
by  WilliBm  the  Korman.  The  qiirit  of  liberty 
and  fSsodalism  have  been  in  pe^>etnal  conflict 
from  that  period  to  the  present  tune,  and  every 
rerolation  in  that  com^ry  has  terininated  in 
Vou 


[H.  o*  R. 

Hivw  <tf  pablio  Uberly.  Itwas  the  ^irit  of 
SazMi  lilwrly  which  prodoeed  tiw  r^raenta- 

tion  of  the  pet^Ie  in  Fariiament,  and  prooured  ' 
the  great  charter,  trial  bj  Jury,  the  habeaa  om>- 
pus  act,  a  free  press,  and  all  the  UnutationB  on 
the  royal  pren^ative.  The  same  q»irit  has 
made  great  inrwda  on  the  feudal  ^stem  of 
landed  i»vperty ;  has  contrived  means  to  un- 
fetter inheritances,  and  remove  the  resbvinta 
against  alienation. 

These  innovations  in  the  laws  of  real  property 
in  England,  with  the  immense  acoomm&tion  a 
personal  prt^Mrty,  created  by  the  ezertiona 
an  indnstrions  people  vigoronaly  employed  in 
agriculture,  oonuneroe,  andmauafaotnree,  coun- 
tervail, in  a  great  degree,  the  inflnmoe  (rf  the 
feudal  w^uUaatiott  of  sodety ;  and  the  power 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  over  the 
public  supplies,  forms  a  balance  to  the  heredi- 
tary principles  of  the  eonstitntirai,  and  renders 
them,  compared  with  other  eonn tries  where  ibe 
feudu  system  prevuls,  a  free  people. 

An  eqnali^  of  rank  and  property,  the  virtue 
and  intelligenoe  of  the  peofMe,  and  the  freedom 
of  their  constitutions,  make  the  United  States 
the  freest  nation  on  earth. 

The  peojple  of  the  aereral  Statea  framed  the 
confederation  to  manage  the  affidrs  of  peace  and 
war,  ud  to  Twilate  dteir  intercourse  with 
othv  nations,  m  ftvning  the  present  constl- 
tation  of  the  General  Government,  to  the  pow- 
ers of  peace  and  war  tfaey  added  the  power  over 
commerce  and  taxation,  and  gave  it  a  national 
operation. 

They  rely  upon  the  State  Governments  for  the 
protection  of  their  rights  agunst  injuries  with- 
out force,  and  upon  the  General  Government 
for  protection  firam  extmial  and  Internal  vio- 
lence. 

Tlie  security  of  our  liberties  depends  on  the 
concurrent  operation  of  the  two  Governments 
in  tiieir  respective  limits.  The  tendency  ^ 
things  is  to  give  a  preponderance  to  the  General 
Government  Theiuvadtm  of  the  powers  of 
the  States  by  the  General  Government,  and  the 
corruption  of  manners,  are  the  prinoipal  eouroes 
of  danger  to  public  liberty.  An  ambitious 
spirit  for  national  wgrandizement  and  national 
glory,  leads  to  the  nrst  enL  and  footion  to  the 
second. 

The  proper  exercise  of  the  power  whldi  the 
States  now  have  by  the  cocstitution,  over  the 
deotion  of  the  Frendent  and  Senate,  will  enable 
them  to  check  the  inroads  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment on  their  sovereignty  and  independence. 
PubUc  virtue  and  an  enlightened  public  opinion 
oidy  can  check  the  progreea  of  fiKtitm, 

The  otgeot  of  the  rosoluticms  before  the 
committee  is  to  take  from  the  States  one  of  the 
prinoip^  means  provided  by  the  constitution 
for  their  security  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  General  Government  upon  the  rights  re- 
served to  the  States.  Before  the  advocates  of 
the  resolutions  can  with  any  propriety  ask  for 
the  surrender  of  the  power  which  the  States 
BOW  have  ovw  Hie  aleetioa  of  Freddent,  Ibey 
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are  boand  to  show  that  the  reserratioa  of  this 

gower  IB  not  necessary  for  the  aeonrity  of  the 
tates  in  any  crisis  that  can  happen  in  a  conflict 
for  power  between  the  two  GoTemments. 
That  a  snrrender  of  the  power  will  not  aaement 
the  comparative  InflaeDce  of  the  Gteneral  Gov- 
ernment— or  that  the  State  GrOTeramenta  are 
not  necessary,  and  that  a  Grovenunent  purely 
national  woold  be  a  better  aaftgnard  to  our 
liberties. 

Bir,  I  have  riven  my  sentaments  freely  on  the 
several  topics  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  no  in- 
terest bnt  the  welfere  of  my  oonstitaents,  and 
preservadon  of  the  public  liberty. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  re- 
snlt  of  the  late  election  has  some  Inflaenoe  on 
this  discussion.  It  is  always  nnwise  to  make 
great  changes  to  soit  a  particnlar  crisis. 

It  was  of  little  oonseqnence  to  the  pnblio 
liberty  which  of  the  candidates  succeeded — they 
were  all  honorable  men — bat  it  is  of  vital  im- 
portanoe  to  the  pnblio  liberty  that  the  States 
shonld  retain  all  uie  easential  powera  which  the 
oonstitotioa  has  imvided  for  their  aeenrity. 

On  motion  of  Vr.  Ibaoxs,  the  committee  then 
rose,  and  baying  obtained  leave  to  dt  again, 

The  Honse  aqjoomed. 


WronsDATt  Uaroh  IB. 

Aftw  the  reading  of  the  Jonnul,  Hi,  Owxn 
roBC^and  announced  to  the  Hoose  the  death  of 
the  HonoraUe  GnsuropHiB  Bankqt,  the  Kepre- 
sentative  from  the  State  of  Missisnppi,  in  the 
following  terms : 

ISt.  ^eaker,  the  piUnfiU  duty  of  announcing 
to  the  House^e  death  of  the  diatingniahed  Rep- 
resentative of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  has  de- 
volved on  me.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  ^tempt  a 
panuQrrio  on  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 
His  death  is  a  national  calunity.  He'waa,  sir, 
a  statesman,  a  patriot,  and  an  honest  man :  his 
loss  to  bia  State  is  irreparable ;  his  place  here 
oannot  easily  be  filled.  Virtnoos,  philanthropic, 
and  charitable,  all  who  knew  him  were  his 
friends — enemies  he  had  none. 

Whweupon,  on  motion  of  2fr.  Ownr,  the 
House  came  to  the  followiug  readntions: 

Beiohtd,  vmmouds,  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  th^  respect  for  tbe  memory  of 
OHunoPHBB  RijnuN,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Betelvtd  tmaaimoiulf.  That  the  members  of  tliis 
House  will  attend  the  finteral  of  the  late  Chbisto- 
na  Bahkui,  to-morrow  at  IS  o'clock. 

JbmlvM^  That  a  Committee-  of  Arraogemant  be 
appcunted,  and  the  Senate  be  notified  thereeC 

And  then  the  House  acyonmed 


TtensDuLT,  Ibroh  16. 

This  day  vu  devoted,  by  both  Honsea  of 
Congress,  to  Amend  solemnities,  consequent  on 
the  death  ofSlx.  Rimir. 


Tuesday,  March  SI. 
Amendnunt  fff  the.  CorutituUon. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HoBuwix,  the  House 
ag^n  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  resolutions  here- 
tofore submitted  by  him,  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  IsAOKS  addressed  the  oommittee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chtdmian;  If  the  snliject  now  referred 
to  the  committee  were  like  the  ordinary  objects 
of  legislation  upon  which  we  are  called  to  act, 
it  would  long  since  have  been  exhausted ;  but 
the  history  of  man,  the  nature  of  man,  the 
structure  of  our  Oovemment,  and  our  erpeiienoe 
under  it,  fumidi  the  aouroes  from  which  this 
investigation  must  bedrawn;  and  those  aonroes 
are  inexhaustible. 

Before  I  proceed  to  consider  the  propqsitiona 
comprehended  in  these  resolutions,  {Komit  me 
to  notice  some  objections  which  have  beea 
thrown  in  the  way  of  our  progress.  It  is  ob- 
jected that  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  act  upon 
the  amendments  proposmg  a  change  in  the  oon- 
stituticHL  reU^ve  to  the  election  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Ties  Resident,  because  we  have  juifc 
gotten  out  <rf  that  contest :  two  years  ago  we 
were  told  that  that  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act 
oh  these  same  amendments,  because  we  were 
then  upon  the  eve  of  that  election ;  and  two 
years  hence  the  same  objection  will  be  repeat- 
ed. May  I  ask,  then,  when  will  be  the  proper 
time?  The  answer  will  be,  that,  to  such  as 
made  the  objection,  that  time  will  never  come 
— ^the  four  years  between  the  last  uid  the  next 
Presidential  election  is  Just  as  long  as  it  ever 
will  be  between  those  periodical  occDrrences. 

It  ia  also  bi^  that  the  number  of  resolntlma^ 
and  the  varions  whkh  have  been  ^ro- 
posed,  is  another  oMection  to  our  proceeding  bi 
this  undertaking.  That  circumstance  may,  and 
I  fear  will,  occason  some  difficulty,  and  probs* 
biy  the  greatest  which  nu7  be  found,  in  settling 
down  upon  any  ^ven  proposition ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  prove  that  the  attempt  ought  not 
seriously  to  be  made ;  on  the  contrary,  it  ia  but 
another  proof  that  the  state  of  things  requires 
it;  that  the  country  expects  it ;  that  the  people 
are  ripe  for  it ;  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  is 
apparent,  from  actual  experiment ;  and  benoe 
it  is,  that  propositions  from  all]>arts  (tf  the  TJa- 
ton  have  poured  in  upon  us,  the  whole  of  them 
pointing  to  such  a  diange  in  the  mode  of  eleot- 
ing  these  officers,  as  shall  prevent  the  ohmoe 
from  being  referred  to  Congress.  This,  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  strong  feature  in  all  the  resolQti<nis 
which  have  been  submitted,  except  that  grave 
resolve  of  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania^ 
(Mr.  MiNEB,)  which,  in  effect,  asks  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  shall  determine  that  the  constitution  is 
the  constitation.  The  gentleman  from  Mssss- 
ehosetta,  (Mr.  Etkrrt,)  indeed,  condndes  that 
all  these  propositions  are  only  so  many  violations 
of  the  constitution,  which  we  are  aU  awom  to 
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■appOTt  Andthe  geationaan  finm  ICaine,  (KCr. 
BMsasoK,)  who  seems  to  ham  looked  farther  into 
Hub  matter,  and  disoovOTed  that  Hie  cfmstitntion 
has  jMVTided  for  its  own  amendment,  and  point- 
ed oat  the  mode,  is  willing  that  it  should  be  bo 
amended  as  to  prevent  amendment  oftener  than 
ODce  in  ten  years. 

Frevious  to  the  meeting  of  this  Congress,  a 
leeommendation  for  the  amendment  of  this  in- 
stnuneut  was  expected  from  another  qnarter, 
which,  if  it  had  been  made,  wonld  doubtless 
have  been  hig^  anth(»ri^  with  many  who  now 
oppose  tbeee  resolntions.  ^e  Freaidait,  in 
hu  letter  of  aco^tanoe  of  the  offioe  wUch  he 
now  hcdds,  aywwaJ  bimadf  "  deei^  aenaible 
to  the  drauiiBtanoes  nnder  which  it  had  been 
given."  Adverting  to  the  fact  "  that  all  his 
iwedeoeason  had  been  honored  with  mqorities 
of  the  electoral  Toices,  in  their  primary  col- 
l^;e6^"  he  dc^ores  the  *'  misfortune  "  in  which 
the  division  of  sentiment  had  placed  him,  and 
pflrticniarly  the  iireconoilable  fact,  of  one  of 
his  competitors  having  been  *'  recommended  by 
a  larger  minority  of  die  primary  electoral  snf- 
fragee  than  himself."  To  "give  an  immediate  op- 
portniuty  to  the  people  to  form  and  express,  with 
a  nearer  approach  to  nnanimity,  the  object  of 
^a/eir  olunce,"  it  was  confidently  expected  that 
the  n«aident,  in  his  opening  message  to  Oon- 
grets,  would  bare  recommended  snch  amend- 
ments of  tlw  oonstitntion  that  thereby  Ha  ref- 
emo^  ao  desirable,  might,  in  fatore,  he  made, 
and  SQch  as  would  prevent  either  himself  or  hia 
SBCceasora,  from  ever  finding  themselves  nnder 
the  painful  neceesity  of  accepting  that  "  emi- 
nent ch^^e,"  without  the  nu^rity  which  he 
80  sendbly  Mt  his  want  ot  Sat  this  recmn- 
mmdation  was  not  made. 

Upon  that  reeolntion  wluch  proposes  so  to 
amend  the  oonstitntion  as  to  prevent  the  elec- 
tioa  from  devolving  npon'Oongress,  there  is  no 
mJddk  ground ;  we  must  here  take  ndes.  We 
are  not Ime  a^QSting  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  shall  exerdse  this  inTsluable  right,  but 
we  are  deciding  whether  they  shall  enjoy  it  at 
aD.  Whether  they  shaU  keep  It,  or  whether  it 
shall  be  taken  from  them. 

Tell^s  arrow  mnst  be  tme  to  its  ^m,  or  his 
child  will  bleed.  This  youthful  hut  herculean 
republic  most  strangle  the  monster  Patronoffs, 
or  it  win  strangle  him. 

Mr.  €%urman :  In  support  of  the  second  res- 
olnticm,  proponng  a  "  uniform  mode  of  elect- 
ing by  districtSj^'  I  shall  not  spend  the  time  of 
the  committee  in  showing,  that  it  is  preferable 
to  the  practice  in  some  States,  of  choosing 
electon  by  the  Lej^alature.  That  practice  has 
iband  so  snr  friends  here,  that  it  can  have  no 
elamia  to  oonqietition. 

Hie  gentlanen  who  have  supported,  with  so 
much  Mai  and  abOify,  the  propriety  and  essen- 
tial r^ht  of  *  State  to  vote  altogether  accord- 
ing to  the  genial  Hoket  plan,  have,  with  much 
force^  and  probably  some  effect,  contended  that, 
according  to  the  spirit  and  whole  frame  of  ^e 
MOStitaDtni,  tilie  r^t  of  the  States  to  diooee  eleo- 


tors  is  based  on  the  fedwatiTe,  and  not  on  the 

poptdar  principle.  Ky  answer  is,  that  the  oon- 
stitntion has  assimilated  this  power  of  ohoodng 
electors  to  the  power  of  choosing  Representa' 
tives  to  Oongress ;  it  has  adopted  the  samemlo 
with  r^ard  to  the  nxmibers  of  each ;  it  has 
based  the  right  of  choosing  Representatives 
most  clearly  on  the  popular  principle ;  and  it 
has  made  the  other,  in  all  its  material  and  strik- 
ing affinities,  exactiy  like  it 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  the  peopls 
are  represented  according  to  their  numbers ;  and 
not  the  StatM  regardless  of  their  nunbera.  Tlie 
oonstitation  direiots  that  **  the  nmnber  of  Be^ 
resentatives  shall  not  exceed  ontf,/!»rOTffy  tktr^ 
tjf  ^outand,  but  each  State  shall  have  one 
resentative ; "  and  the  power  was  granted  to 
Congress  to  increase,  at  stated  periods,  the  num- 
ber that  should  be  entitled  to  this  one  Befov- 
sentative.  Then,  at  whatever  number  the  ratio 
shall  be  fixed,  that  number,  as  one  int^ral,  and 
for  this  purpose  independent,  part  of  the  whole 
population,  has  its  own  and  toU  Bepresentative 
in  this  House ;  it  has  the  right  to  choose  who  ■ 
he  shidl  be,  and  ihe  power  to  hold  him  to  a 
strict  acoonntabitity  to  them,  for  the  duties 
which  its  choice  imposw  on  him.  And  in 
this  choice,  and  this  reqwnMbility,  oonsists  the 
seonrity  which  the  people  have  upon 
Bepresentatives. 
As  to  deotors,the  otmstitotion  directs  that 
**  each  State  shall  appoint,  in  saoh  manner  as 
the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  nwnber 
of  electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Sena- 
tors and  Bepresentatives  to  which  such  State 
may  be  entitled  in  Oongress."  Now,  the  argu- 
ment that  this  power  of  appointing  electors 
belongs  to  the  States,  purely  in  their  sovereign 
and  independent  character,  proves  too  much. 
A  State  is  a  State,  the  Union  over.  Delaware, 
vrith  iti  one  Bepresentative  and  three  electors, 
as  a  State  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  sover- 
eignty  which  belong  to  the  State  of  New  Tcnrk, 
which,  by  the  oonstitation,  is  ratltled  to  thirty- 
six.  The  latter,  then,  cannot  have  this  advan- 
tage over  the  former  on  the  ground  that  th^ 
are  both  States :  for,  in  that  respect  they  are 
equal,  and  each  would  be  entitled  exactly  to  the 
same  number.  But  it  is  upon  the  principle,  that, 
in  conferring  the  power  in  question,  the  constitu- 
tion has  gone  beyond  the  corporate  diaracter 
of  the  State,  and  has  adapted  the  number  both 
of  Bepresentatives  and  electors,  to  the  actual 
enumeration  of  inhabitants  in  each  State. 

So  far,  then,  as  the  analogy  holds  good  between 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  and 
electors,  the  argument  that  the  right  of  choos- 
ing the  latter  is  purely  and  oitare^  federatiTe, 
must  &U  to  the  ground.  I  admit  that  the  two 
electors,  corresponding  with  the  two  Senators 
from  each  State,  has  more  the  semblance  of  the 
federative  character,  but  this  would  onlyprove^ 
that,  as  to  electors,  the  representative  pnnciple 
was  adopted  in  both  its  popular  and  federative 
features. 

In  this  respect,  however,  we  are  not  deter- 
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mining  what  the  constitution  is,  bnt  what  it 
shonla  be;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the 
power  of  choosing  electors,  Is  either  in  whole 
or  in  part  neeettarUs  jbderativel  I  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show  that,  in  principle,  it 
is,  uid  diotild  be,  a  popular  ri^t;  that  uie 
nmnber  of  people  oompetent  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  election  mouldy  to  that  extent  be  a  tmiL 
and,  ctmaeqnentlj,  each  State  should  be  divided 
Into  as  manjr  dis^ets  as  the  nnmber  of  electors 
to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Let  na  next  inqnire  what  advantage  the  mode 
of  electing  by  general  ticket  can  be  to  any  of 
the  States.  I  know  that  some  of  the  large 
States  resort  to  it  for  the  t)nr^ose  of  nniting 
their  whole  strength,  and  bringing  their  nndi- 
Tided  vote  in  favor  of  a  candidate,  who  may 
have  a  bare  m^ority  of  the  State;  bnt  the 
xmlted  vote  in  one  State  is  Jnst  the  Mine,  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  as  it  Is  in  another. 
Ho,  rir,  I  am  mistaken  ;  the  smaller  the  State 
the  grater  is  that  relative  streogtii.  Take,  for 
example,  a  State  entitled  to  tMrfy-six  votes, 
and  anotbw  mtitled  to  three ;  the  former  haa 
only  an  eleot<»r  for  every  forty  thousand,  with 
the  small  fraction  of  two^eventeenths  over: 
the  latter  haa  its  elector  for  its  forty  thoosand 
inhabitants,  and  two  electors  more;  and,  in 
^is  manner,  all  the  States  between  these  two 
extremes,  pnt  forth  their  relative  strength — the 
smaller  the  State  tiie  greater  is  the  strength,  in 
proporAoa  to  Its  nambers,  on  aooomit  of  tiie 
two  Aeotora  oorreeponding  witb  the  two  Sen- 
ators. 

Another  argument  opposed  to  the  general 
ticket  plan,  is,  that,  when  adopted  by  one,  it 
acts  as  a  kind  of  moral  ooeroion  npon  all  to 
adopt  it.  No  matter  how  strongly  the  direct 
system  might  be  preferred  by  the  States — when 
the  general  ticket  practice  is  pursned  by  others, 
the  districted  States  must  either  yield  their 
own  most  favorite  mode,  or  permit  the  others 
to  gain  an  advantage  over  them  in  the  election ; 
neither  of  which  ought  tiiey  to  be  subjected  to. 

This  argument  leua  ns  to  the  propoeitim  for 
prescribing  a  mufiwm  mode  of  deoting.  But 
before  I  dismlas  tiUfl  part  of  the  snl^eot,  I  must 
take  <me  munoit  to  bnuh  away  the  dnstwhicb 
all  the  gratlnnen  o[^>oeed  to  these  reecdutions 
attempt  to  throw  in  onr  eyes.  We  are,  by  all 
of  them,  reminded  of  the  partial  representation 
^  the  slave  popnlatitm  in  those  States  where  it 
exists.  And  the  gentieman  from  Khode  Island 
(Mr.  Peaboi)  has  given  us  a  calculation,  from 
which  he  assmnes  the  fiujt,  that  this  constitu- 
tional representation  amounts  to  twenty-five 
members  on  this  floor.  Be  it  so.  By  that  same 
oonstitctiou,  so  much  venerated  and  so  little 
loved  hy  some  gentlemen,  an  ample  equivalent 
is  ^ven.  If  that  popnlation  proaooea  twenty- 
fve  R^>resentativaft.  it  also  produces  an  excess 
of  abottt  twdve  and  a  half  p«r  cent,  of  direct 
tax,  which  is  taken  off  the  States  where  skvery 
does  uot  exist,  and  laid  on  those  where  it  does : 
and  this,  in  times  of  general  pressure,  when  the 
reaonroes  ctmoMj  and  oredu  are  neariy  qpoit^ 


and  revenue  must  be  raised,  is  an  item  in  tba 
account  of  pn^t  and  loes,  which  gladdens  the 
eyes  of  the  gainers,  perhaps  more  than  the  sight 
(rf  its  equivalMit  ia  r^gesentation  here  may  00. 

The  reasons  In  fwor  of  vidformi^  in  the 
mode  of  electing  are  so  jitta  and  obvious,  that 
I  need  not  spend  time  in  bring^  them  fiwth 
to  view.  By  that  ^ocesa  the  power  of  m- 
pt^ting  will  be  everywhere  equalized:  tm 
responsibility  resulting  from  it  everywhwe  the 
same. 

The  next  proportion  which  I  choose  to  ocm- 
sider,  as  involved  in  one  oX  these  reeolutiona,  ia 
that  of  dispemdng  with  electors  altwether,  and 
permitting  the  people  to  vote  directly  for  the 
Presidwt  and  Vice  President. 

It  most  be  ohvious,  that,  if  they  are  evea 
fidthftiL  they  are,  at  best,  nnneoeasary  and  use- 
less. If  onfiathful,  they  are  worse  than  useleoa. 
I  hold  it  to  be  right,  not  only  to  place  the  eIeo> 
tion  as  near  to  the  people  as  possible,  hut  to 

Erevent  the  least  removal  of  it  from  them.  It 
I  their  own  business,  and  why  should  tbc^ 
not  be  allowed  to  do  it  t  Do  gentlemen  think 
that  tiiey  have  not  the  necessary  infonnatatm 
to  enable  them  to  act  for  themselves  t  If  ther 
do  they  are  in^eatly  mistaken.  Why  are  1^ 
these  thonsanda  and  tens  of  thousands  of  docu- 
ments printed  and  scattered  tiirough  the  land  f 
Of  what  aviul  are  the  fdz  hundred  newq>^>ers, 
whidi  droulate  over  the  whole  Union,  the 
books,  the  beneflts  c£  intercourse,  the  leanalnR 
the  ssienee,  and  above  alL  the  soond  native 
stoidc  of  oommon  sense  and  omnmon  honesty, 
to  be  found  at  every  fireridet  If  they  need 
more  of  the  means  of  inflormation,  make  them 
the  actual  doers  of  this  great  work  of  making 
Presidents,  and,  my  word  for  it,  they  will  soon 
qualify  themselves  for  the  work.  Let  a  man 
know  what  he  has  to  do,  if  yon  want  him  to 
leani  how  to  do  it.  -  But  how  is  it  that  more 
information  is  required  to  enable  the  voters 
properly  to  act,  in  voting  for  the  Presidrait 
t^emsdves,  directly,  than  in  voting  for  elect<»« 
to  vote  for  them.  The  direct  vote  has  all  the 
advantages  of  rimplicity :  the  voting  for  elee- 
tors  all  the  disadvantages  of  comjuexil^.  In 
exerdslng  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  mode  which 
is  the  shwtest,  most  simple,  easiest  to  be  under- 
stood, and  withal  the  most  certain,  has  evetT- 
thing  to  recommend  it.  Besides,  notMng  can 
be  better  cslculated  to  awaken  that  d^ree  of 
interest  which  is  necessary  to  induce  the  people 
to  attend  to  the  ejection,  than  to  pnt  itin  their 
power  to  vote  directiy  for  the  men  of  tiieir 
choice,  to  fill  these  great  offices. 

It  is  time,  Hr.  Ohurman,  that  I  should  ap- 
proach the  all-important  provision  contained 
m  these  resolutions,  that  is.  "  that  the  constitu- 
tion onght  to  be  amended  in  snoh  manner  ss  to 
pevent  the  deotion  of  President  and  Vice  Free- 
tdentfromdevtdvingonOongresB."  This  pow- 
er was  made  contingent,  and  from  the  known 
views  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  wh(de  vdnme  of  evidence  which  oontem- 
porsnoos  exposition  Aimiahes,  it  was  thoo^i 
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to  be  fwiMta,  and  bmilT  within  the  retch  of 
poMKbUi^ ;  but  past  eipaiieiioe,  and  tiie  ac^ul 
•equintanee  with  tiwtne  atate  txT  tidnga^  u 
mj  an.  ud  aa  tbej  are  likelj  to  be?  miut 
produee  in  the  ndad  of  erary  In^attial  oMerr- 
V,  the  settJed,  stead&rt  ooiiTieBon,  tiut  this 
power,  at  first  intended  to  be  corUm^tU  and 
rtmeta,  will  become  fregnent,  oommon^  pie* 
dominant.  In  raaetioe,  the  power  of  Oongreas 
will  take  the  jdaoe  of  the  ri^t  of  the  people. 
The  people,  who,  of  right,  should  eiy'oy  and 
effectoaliT  exercise  this  power^  will  retain  the 
name  ana  fovm,  without  the  sobstanoe  and  the 
benefits  of  it.  Preoedents  will  draw  after  them 
practice ;  one  deetitm  hj  Oongresa  will  lead  to 
another;  and,  as  the  recurrenoe  becomes  more 
frequent  and  &shionable,  all  its  tendendea  will 
gain  MnagQi;  and,  to  llie  nme  eztoit,  the 
right  win  pass  avajftom  the  peopl^  ordwin- 
Ae  into  nothing: 

Bat,  has  Congress  abused  this  pomrt  I 
would  sffirm  that  it  had;  bnt,  as  it  is  mj 
porpose  to  speak  of  characters,  rather  than  in- 
drridnalB,  I  am  ooutent  that  Uie  free,  unbiassed, 
imboTight  judgments  of  the  Amerio&n  people, 
shoaVi  give  the  response  to  this  question.  W  m 
Oongreas  oertainlj  abase  this  power  ?  The  un- 
answered aivoments  whidi  haTe  been  urged, 
foonded  in  we  d^travitf  of  our  nature,  our 
veakneea,  our  ambition,  our  ^nations  here,  our 
rdationB  to  the  Ezecotive;  the  operations  of 
his  eztwdve  hyHnanee  ud  patronage,  tf  truth 
.can  prevaO,  mot  have  shown  thi^  in  ue  hands 
of  Gongreaa.  tin  abase  la  next  to  mavitaUe. 

The  gwotunun  frinn  Hew  York  (lb.  Siosas) 
vudertook  to  show,  that  men  in  power-  nerer 
^A,  Bar  never  oonld,  destroy  aB7  Government, 
but  that  GoTcximieDtB  were  onlj  in  danger  by 
men  out  of  power ;  and,  finding  that  he  oould 
not  be  snstauied,  ^tber  by  reason  or  matter  of 
fact,  became  poetical,  at  the  expense  of  these 
,  poor  powerkss  people— he  drew  largely  upon 
JlHton.  From  bis  example,  I  will  take  liie 
Vbvty  ot  quoting,  from  the  "  Rights  of  MaOf " 
(a  work  of  not  venr  high  authority,  as  I  under- 
stand, at  White  HalU  the  description  of  the 
Katiinal  AasemUy  m  Fkanoe^  aa  worthy  of 
imHition  by  tide  asscmMy,  whrtherinw  oiUof 
poww.  It  waa  the  sssembly  vhkih  was  oon- 
fened  while  flie  Eiiig  was  yet  <»i  the  throne, 
and  which  nndertook,  not  to  revdatioidze  the 
GoT^vment,  bat  to  done  the  r^ts  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  Unut  the  pren^tive  of  the  Orown ; 
and  of  wluoh  the  great  and  good  Lafbyette  was 
1i»**MaffiMmJpaia,"  It  la  thus  given: 

"Speech  li^  In  the  first  phoe,  <me  of  the  esssattol 
ri^ts  sf  men,  slvsys  retuned ;  and,  with  respeet 
to  the  Nadonol  Assembly,  the  use  of  it  is  tbehr  duty, 
and  tbe  D«li4»i  is  tlieir  mntbority.  Feeling  the  di^* 
mtj  of  their  character,  they  support  it.  Their 
periisawnrMT  Isnciuge,  whetiier  for  or  against  tbe 
MBMMfc  ii  free,  bold,  and  bwd^,  sod  extsnda  to 
afl  fbe  efreonistattass  of  the  ease." 

"If  matter  or  sutjeet,  respecting  the  Execn- 
tire  Draurtment,  or  the  person  who  preddes  in  it, 
(Ae  King,)  eonea  b^are  tbam,  it  Is  debated  on 


[H.  or  R, 

wiUi  the  s^t  of  men,  and  the  language  of  gentle- 
men, and  th«r  answer  or  address  is  returned  in 
tbe  same  strle.  They  stand  not  aloof,  with  tbe 

Sj^ng  Tocuity  of  Tuleor  ignorance,  nor  bend  with 
e  cringe  of  BycopbaDtic  indgi^ficonce.  The 
groceM  pride  of  truth  knows  no  extremes,  and  im- 
serves,  in  erery  latitude  of  fife,  the  ti{^  an^ed 
choncter  of  man." 

I  think  the  character  here  drawn,  wortliy,  at 

least,  of  my  imitation. 

A  few  words  now  about  A  Oongreas  President. 
Who  makes  himf  "We,  the  people  of  the 
TTmted  States ! "  "So,  sir,  we  tiie  servants  of 
tbe  people — a  grade  ot  workmen  below  ttie 
journeymen,  fixes  him  np;  the  master's  band  la 
not  in  the  work.  Who  u  he  reepondble  tof 
Ilioee  who  made  him.  The  creature,  as  well  in 
a  state  of  politiosl  existence,  as  in  the  natural, 
must  be  d^>endent  upon  his  creator — "  in  their 
hands  are  the  Issoes  of  his  political  li&."  AH 
our  theories,  end  all  onr  practice,  upon  the 
principles  of  good  government,  prove  that  the 
L^islatiTe  and  the  Execotive  Departments 
should  be  placed  and  preserved  as  distinct  from, 
and  as  independent  o^  each  other,  as  the  regu- 
larity of  action  can  |>ennit  Instead  of  this,  the 
defect  in  the  constitution  agiunst  which  I  am 
contending  does,  in  practice^  give  to  eaoh  the 
power  of  producing  and  re-produdng  one  an- 
otiier. 

The  gentleman  frran  New  York  (Ifir.  Stobbb) 
inopires  whether,  when  a  Freadent  appoints  hla 
political  friends,  he  pays,  or  when  he  appoints 
his  political  adversaries,  he  bnysf  laoswer,  he 
may  do  both,  and  yet  neither  pay  nor  buy.  He 
astu,  triumphantly,  was  Bayard  bought? — was 
Poinsett  Itoaghtf  I  answer,  no,  neither  were 
bought  And  further.  Fox  was  not  paid — Oar- 
not  was  not  bought;  butWoolsey  was  paid, 
and  Talleyrand  was  bought,  (whenever  the 
highest  bidder  presented  himaelL) 

I  refer  to  these,  out  of  t^e  thoosand  examples 
which  history  fbndshes,  to  show,  ttiat,  d1hoiu|;h 
friends  and  enemies  may  be  appointed  to  omoe 
and  power,  without  being  pdd  or  bought,  yet^ 
nnder  difiTerent  droumstancea,  men  have  been 
both  p^d  and  bought — "  Hay  we  profit  by  their 
examples  1" 

Oentlemen  attempt  to  divert  our  attention 
from  the  defects  in  tiie  constitution,  by  express' 
Ing  a  reverenoe  for  its  framera  approaching  to 
idolat^.  Sfr,  to  tbMe  who  shared  in  the 
struggle  for  independence,  and  l^d  the  de^ 
foundations  of  our  Government.  I  claim  on 
equal  participation  in  rendering  ttie  fiall  tribute 
of  regard  which  is  due  to  mortal  men.  They 
gave  us  the  charter  of  our  liberty ;  thaj/  could 
not,  JBeawn  did  nol^  rive  na  a  duuter  d  ex- 
emption from  the  weakness  mi  the  widtodneas 
of  human  nature.  Ko,  dr,  in  the  days  of  onr 
fothers,  the  golden  age  of  pristiDepurity— 
when,  aooording  to  one  gentieman  on  this  flow, 
"the  politics!  uttie  finger"  of  our  statesmen 
could  almost  work  miracles;  and,  according  to 
another,  the  palest  star  in  that  firmament,  out- 
shone the  whole  g(dax7  of  these  degenwate 
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times — even  then  our  oonntty  prodaoed  aa  Ar- 
mAdl  And  who  was  Arnold 9  Some  obscure, 
degraded,  soape-Mllows  felon ?  Ko,  sir,  no: 
lie  was  fbrmd  in  cnmt  of  the  foremost  rank  of 
patriots,  with  a  wrealAi  of  glory  on  his  brow, 
wUoh  the  rongh  band  of  time  could  not  tear 
away — this  man  became  a  traitor  1 

In  the  first  great  contest  for  the  Freddenlaal 
cihair,  the  second  man  in  the  nation  aspired  to  be 
the  first—he  was  disappointed,  and  became  a  trai- 
tor I  In  tiie  eool'trying  times  of  the  last  war,  we 
witnessed  a  troubling  of  the  waters — a  whole 
oonventioQ  was  spawned,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  l^e  Republicans  of  that  day,  were  little  better 
than  traitors  I  It  is  to  eztraordioary  times,  and 
trying  occasions,  that  we  must  look  for  extra- 
oniinary  development  of  character ;  then  it  is 
that  steriin^  worth,  rare  aodowmen^  or  nn- 
known  ment,  ia  no^riit  to  ligh^  or,  being 
known,  reoeives  its  oonmniation ;  and  then  i^ia, 
that  those  who  gained  oedit  for  what  they 
neTor  had,  find  wemselvee  weighed  and  want- 
ing. 

Bat  is  it  enough  for  as  that  we  have  had  great 
and  good  ancestors?  Not  anless  we  are  worthy 
of  them,  and  worthy,  too,  of  our  own  posterity : 
for  in  s  little  while,  we,  also,  shall  be  aacestora. 
Then  we  shall  be  looked  to  for  examples :  and 
what  bright  examples — what  improvements 
ahall  we  iurnish,  fit  for  the  imitation  and  j)r{dse 
<^  future  times  I  Shall  all  the  lights  of  scieaoo, 
of  praotioal  liberfy,  and  eiperieooe,  be  lort  on 
na?  Is  the  debt  wnidi  we  owe  to  remain  nu- 
bonded,  nnseoured? — for,  we  most  not  forget 
that  we  owe  the  same  debt  to  our  country,  and 
those  that  shall  come  aftor  us,  that  they  did 
who  -  bare  gone  before — ^yes,  a  mach  larger 
debt :  "  for,  where  maoh  is  given,  much  will  be 
recroired.'' 

Some  fiiture  Oato  may  mourn-  over  the  Ions- 
lost  liberties  of  his  oonntry  ■  he  may,  hidera, 
despair  of  ia^iring  his  degraded,  enslaved  coun- 
trymen, with  the  hardy  virtues  of  freemen,  by 
the  blood-stirring  notes  of  martial  music,  or  by 
uifbrling  the  star-spangled  banner  of  tbeir 
former  tame ;  bat  hu  nnconqnered  spirit  will 
break  forth  in  language  like  this — 
*'Is  there  not  some  chosen  corse, 

Some  bidden  thunder  in  the  attwea  of  Heaven, 

Bed  vith  tmoommon  wratii, 

To  blast  the  man  that  owes  his  greatness 

To  his  country's  ruin  ?  " 
Mr.  Leookftx  said,  in  advocating  the  resolu- 
tions of  his  friend  from  South  Oarolina,  he  was 
met,  at  the  very  threshold,  by  gentlemen  of 
very  eminent  abilities,  who  undertook  to  show, 
in  forcible  and  Impressive  language,  the  danger 
inseparable  from  every  attempt  to  tonch  the 
oon^tution^  He  ^d  full  Justice,  both  to  their 
talents  and  to  tbeir  motives ;  he  admired  their 
oukdor,  and  did  not  doubt  the  nnoerity  of  their 
veneration  for  the  oonstitntion.  Bat  however 
great  that  Traaration  might  be^  and  howevor 
wall  deserved,  gentlemen  ought  to  remember, 
l^iat instrunentnas now  been  snbndtted  to  the 
teit  cftasijjmnf  e^erienoe^  and,  vidi  wlut- 


ever  wisdom  it  might  have  been  framed,  (and 
none  appreciated  maee  fidhr  tiian  he,  the  ttdent 
or  the  patiia^am  of  its  finmers,)  it  haa  been 
provefl  ddbotive  in  one  very  important  wAot. 
Would  geoikmea  deny  that  the  people  m  the 
United  States  are  possessed  of  soflSdent  virtue 
and  snfflcieat  intdligence  to  make  a  change  in 
th^  constitution,  when  they  fiod  that  any  part 
(tf^  it  is  prodnotive  of  evil!  The  wisdom  ot 
our  fitthers,  their  integrity,  and  thdr  modesty, 
were  too  great  to  saffw  them  to  cherish  the 
intention  that  no  change  should  ever  be  made 
in  the  instrument  they  produced.  It  seemed, 
indeed,  to  be  the  Of^on  ot  one  gentieman, 
(Mr.  EvsBBiT,)  that  we  are  not  permitted  evea 
to  attempt  a  change. 

Tarn,  for  a  momoit,  to  the  argmnenta  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  MaBUdmaetts,  (Mr. 
EvxBSTT.)  That  gentleman,  if  I  anderatood 
him,  maintains,  that  evenr  attempt  to  amend 
the  oonstitation,  is  a  breai^  of  our  duty,  and  a 
violation  of  the  oatii  we  have  taken  to  sapport 
the  oonstitntion;  and  that  we  have  no  n^it 
even  to  c(Hunder  snch  a  proposition.  The  oon- 
stitation itself  secures  to  va  this  right  What 
is  its  language,  rir?  [Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the 
constitution,  to  show  the  power.]  With  lan- 
guage like  this  stuing  him  in  the  fiioe,  will  any 
gentieman  say,  we  may  not  even  oonnder  a 
proposition  to  amend  this  Instruinrat?  Sir, 
we  have  no  right  to  any  privile^  in  the 
Government,  if  we  have  no  right  to  alter  the 
Qovemmoit  It  ia  tiie  people'e,  and  they  laaj 
change  it  at  wiU.  The  gentieman  ai^  he 
wonKl  sooner  lay  down  his  hand,  and  have  tt 
out  o^  than  hold  it  np  in  fovor  ttf  any  altera- 
tion of  the  oonstitntion.  But,  I  say,  I  would 
sooner  lay  down  my  hand,  askd  have  it  out 
than  not  hold  it  np  in  favor  of  alteration, 
whenever  I  am  convinced  that  alteration  ia 
needed.  The  gentieman,  too,  tells  us,  that  the 
Preudent  of  the  United  States  has  no  power, 
or  none,  at  least,  that  is  worth  talking  about. 
Ko  power,  sir  I  What  says  this  instrument? 
[Here  Mr.  L.  qnoted  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution.]  Is  this  no  power,  mr — this  no 
patronage?  Sir, the  PreddoitnoiiiinateB almost 
every  officer  in  the  aerric^  oi  Government — 
and  when  did  yon  ever  hear  of  a  nominaticm 
of  hia  not  being  oonfinaed  by  the  BetiateV  It 
is  a  rare  oocurranoe.  All  his  nomioationa  are 
confirmed;  and  is  tiUsno  powert  &,iti8ttie 
strongest  of  power. 

The  constitution,  as  it  stands,  makes  no 
oertun  provision  for  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent It  says,  indeed,  that  if  an  election  fidls 
to  be  made  by  the  Eleotoral  OoU^e,  that  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  may  then  elect  from 
the  three  highest  candidates.  But  it  is  not 
compulsory  upon  them  to  do  so ;  and,  if  they 
shoiUd  thiak  proper  not  to  make  a  Fredden^ 
there  will  be  none.  So,  in  like  manner,  the 
SMiate  has  poww  to  make  a  Tioe  Preaidait,  bat 
itiBnoto(»npnIsoryimonthemto  doao;  and, 
if  the  Senate  ahonu  alao  decline^  there  will  be 
no  Tioe  Fnddent;  and  thai  the  Xiemttre 
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Depftrtment  fii  the  OoTenunent  will  be  Tsoant; 
nor  can  it,  in  a  ocmstitnttoiul  nuDuer,  be  filled. 
This  ocotainlr  is  a  &ot  wbidi  ought  «t  least  to 
be  takeo  into  oonrideiiatioD. 

I  Ha  vdl  aware,  sir^  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
TMy  gnat  delicacy,  to  advert,  open  this  floOTj 
to  tiie  cueimwtaoees  whidi  iveoMed,  uid  were 
immediatelr  oraioeeted  wteh  the  bte  Preei- 
d«tU  daeticni ;  yet  I  OMidder  it  proper  and 
BaoeiMiy  to  nnr  to  some  of  them.  It  was 
WIT  oomminly  obeerred,  in  oar  public  prints, 
in  the  West,  that  the  last  two  or  three  Fresi- 
doifai  bad  been  taken  from  the  Cabinet.  They 
had  each  beea  Secretary  of  State,  lliis  was 
omridered  likdy  to  grow  into  a  dangeroos 
preoedent.  Ibe  people  w^  alive  to  this 
snb^t — ih/sj  felt  this  danger— thej  were 
dearooB  to  avert  it — and  every  exertion  was 
made  to  bring  an  individaal  into  the  I^«aden- 
tial  <^Boe  Immediately  frmn  the  boaom  of  the 


peat  ebeok  m  the  abase  <tf  power  by 
tlw  ExeeotiTe,  is  his  re^oRbility  to  those  who 
ete^ed  him.  He  is  eleioted  by  the  Honse  of 
Bepnsentataves;  where  thai  will  his  respoml- 
trifity  be  directed  t  To  the  House  of  Represent- 
atlvee.  And  to  whom  is  the  reepoiisibiIit7  of 
the  Hooae  directed  I  To  thdr  oonstituentB.  But 
\t,  ID  the  electiim  of  a  Preeldent,  they  have  be- 
tn^ed  their  constituents,  where  is  the  remedy? 
There  is  noue,  nr.  The  people  may  oomplMo, 
bat  theor  ri^t  of  choice  is  gone.  They  may 
torn  out  their  fidthlees  servants,  but  a  servant  is 
left,  whom  they  oaonot  turn  out  till  his  term  ex- 
{wes.  Judging  from  my  own  feeUngs,  I  should 
KHMdode  that  every  free  American,  whose  am- 
bition prompts  him  to  de^  an  tdBoe  of  trust 
and  honor,  would  be  too  proud  to  ocnseat  to 
Iwld  it  without  the  will  of  the  mi^ori^.  Ootain 
it  ia,  that  I  would  never  take  an  office^  however 
e^eat  or  valnable,  nnbsB  I  bfllieved  it  tohe  sano- 
tioned  by  a  &far  nu^mi^  of  my  fellow-oiti- 


Great  fear  was  expressed  at  the  last  eleo- 
tioo,  lest  a  ^  mUitaiy  chieftain  "  shoald  be  made 
Fre^dent ;  and  it  was  asngned  as  a  reason  why 
the  will  of  the  people  should  be  disregarded, 
that  this  **■  chieftain,"  if  elected,  might,  by  some 
means,  (it  never  oomd  be  distinctly  shown  how,) 
Mug  the  nation  into  war.  Why  should  such 
feanbe  oitertmned?  What  reason  can  there 
twtoin^iIgesaohappnbenaiMBt  (>f<me11dog, 
]b.  GhsTmaUf  I  Aet  very  oonltdent :  if  we 
had  "the  military  diieftflin"fiw  our  Pre^nt 
in  1814,  this  Oqdbd  would  not  have  been  laid 
ia  aAeB.  After  sudi  a  fact  as  this,  I  hope 
the  poeaesHon  some  nulitaty  skill— the  sin  of 
having  fought  for  the  ooantry — will  not  be  urged 
as  an  objeetirai  to  an  officer  whom  your  oonsti- 
tntioo  makes  the  oommander-in-chi^ 

On  motion  If r.  IbroHau;,  of  StmA  Oaro- 
Bna,  the  oommittee  then  rose,  ud 

Tlie  ^^nise  adjoamed. 


Wn>ira8Di.T,  llardi  29. 
Ameh&VMnt  of  CAtf  OtnutUuti&n. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  HoDumx,  again 
went  into  Oommittee  (tf  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  J£i.  HoLahb,  of  Delaware,  in  the 
chair,  on  the  pn^Kwed  ammdment  to  ue  oon- 
stftuuon. 

Mr.  MrroBXLL,  of  South  Carolina,  would  en- 
deavor to  show,  first,  that  the  plan  of  electing  a 
Prerident,  proposed  by  Ms  ooUeague,  f  Mr.  Mo- 
Dnmn,)  was  not  only  more  liable  to  abase  than 
the  present  system,  bat  essentially  impracticable. 
If  his  colleague  objected  to  Ooogressiooal  Cau- 
CQses,  composed  of  distinsuishm  persons,  re- 
sponsible to  the  people,  and  high  in  their  confi- 
dence— whose  operations  are  conducted  with  all 
the  publidty  and  solemnity  of  Legislative  pro- 
ceediDg— ^e  wilL  if  his  resolution  be  adopted, 
expMM  the  people  to  the  maehipatjoas  of  dee* 
p^ate  intriguer^  witiiont  oharactor,  without 
dieek ;  whose  inaduna  plots  will  m  hatched 
uid  exeoated  with  the  dlenoe  and  ooaoealment 
of  treason.  H  he  ol^Jeois  to  the  present  system, 
because,  by  an  arithmetical  sapp<^tion,  it  may 
be  made  to  appear  that  a  minority  may  elect  a 
President,  against  the  will  of  the  m^ority,  (for 
no  BQch  case  was  allied  to  have  existed,)  from 
the  very  nature  and  eflbot  <rf  his  plan,  smaller 
n^orities  will  elect  to  that  office  persons  on- 
known  to  the  great  bod^  of  the  electors ;  with- 
out talent  to  suggest,  without  address  to  efi'eot, 
or  pablio  confideooe  to  sustain  their  measures. 
If,  by  the  present  plan,  the  oonstitnted  authori- 
ties are  Uwle  to  be  oormpted,  by  the  prcmosed, 
the  poison  win  be  more  widely  difltased— It  will 
be  canled  to  the  altar  and  the  firedde— it  wUI 
wwik  into  the  Uood  and  the  heartof  the  connbry. 

Mr.  H.  said,  his  second  ground  fbr  oppodw 
the  amendment  was,  because  the  present  oigaoi- 
zation  of  the  electoral  system  was  essennally 
oalcalated  to  coooentrate  public  opinion  on  those 
who  deserve  public  confidence — to  elect  men 
most  distinguished  for  integrity  and  abilities. 
Bat,  if  it  could  be  proven  that  it  was  not  pro- 
ductive of  this  h&ppf  result ;  if  it  even  failed 
every  alternate  time;  still  it  was  so  essential  to 
the  sovermgnty  of  the  States,  and  their  sover- 
e^ty  so  esswtial  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  he  would  feel  disposed  to  retain  it 

Mr.  IL  said,  it  had  been  artftUly  oontended, 
that,  by  the  adoption  of  these  amendments,  the 
pec^le  would  have  nune  power  in  the  eleelion 
of  FrefddeoL  The  fact  is  not  so.  By  the  oon- 
stitution,  as  it  now  stands,  the  people  hare  a  sov- 
ereign control  over  the  election  of  their  electors. 
They  can  dect  them  by  general  ticket,  by  dis- 
tricts, or  by  the  Legislatare.  On  the  contrary, 
the  plan  of  his  ooUeague  proposed  to  take  from 
the  people  of  the  States  this  sovereign  power 
— this  unrestrained  freedom  in  the  mode  of 
oboosing  their  Chief  Magistrate ;  and  to  say  to 
them,  you  shall  elect  your  electors  by  distriots. 

Hr.  H.  sfud,  notwithstandiogthese  convictions, 
he  would  not  have  trespassed  on  the  oommittee 
if  the  amendment  bad  not  been  proposed  by  one 
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ci  his  oolleagnea.  and  he  had  no  leaaon  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  in  expran  contra^olint  to  the 
will  of  the  people  of  Sontii  Chrolins.  The  res- 
dntion  to  adopt  the  District  Syatem  had  been, 
for  ten  years,  to  his  taiowledge,  before  that  peo- 
ple. It  had  been  proposed  by  three  different 
StateSjNorth  Oarolina,New  HampBhire,md  New 
Jraeey,  to  three  sneoefiaveLegielatores,  of  which 
he  was  a  member;  and  it  had  been  dther 
evaded,  or  poutively  r^jeeted.  Eren  at  the  last 
sessioD,  the  amraidm^te  under  diacnarion,  he 
ondeistood,  had  been  reoommended  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  his  message,  and,  when  called  np,  had 
bem  indefinitely  pos^ioned.  This  iras  cbemore 
iemaABbla.a8the  resoltof  thelaatf!raddflfitial 
eleotion  had  operated  with  nnexpeeted  eevwity 
OD  the  feelings  of  the  people. 

ICr.  M.  aaia  he  wonld  now  reonr  to  bis  po- 
sition— that  the  plan  of  his  ooQeogne  to  eleot  a 
Praident  was  impraotioable ;  that,  by  it,  no 
eleotion  ooold  be  effeoted.  "Wb^  does  he  pro- 
pose to  do!  In  the  first  plaoe,  he  strips  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  and  the  State  Xe^ 
latorea,  of  all  agenoy  In  the  eleotion.  He  says  to 
them,  "yon  are  not  tmstworthyv  you  are  cor- 
ruptible ;  yon  may  be  tampered  with."  Oan- 
eoses,  of  lul  sorts,  are  proscribed.  He  then 
divides  the  United  States  into  two  hondred  and 
i^t7-one  (Uirtarioto,  like  the  sqnares  ai  a  cbecto- 
bosrd;  eseh  diiMet  is  to  nocA  an  eleetor,  and 
these  deetors  sue  to  mee^  on  tite  same  day,  in 
the  OH>itals  of  their  States,  to  vote  for  a  Preri- 
dsnt:  the  eleotore  of  Maine  at  Portland;  cf 
G6(n^  at  IGlledgeville;  of  Uissonrlf  at  St 
Lonis ;  uid  of  New  York,  at  Albany.  How 
can  an  eleotion  be  eflfooted  in  this  way  t  How 
can  s  m^jori^  be  onited  in  favor  any  one 
oandidate,  by  electors  at  snob  vaai  distuioes, 
withont  the  possibility  of  oonoert  or  wi^oat 
the  operation  of  an  intervening  body,  hf  which 
th^  views  ndght  be  previouly  collected,  di- 
gested, and  asoertained  t  What  is  an  election  ? 
It  is  ue  common  wilL  arising  ont  of  the  com- 
moa  understanding  of  the  aeotoxs.  How  is 
this  efbctsdt  By  oommnnioBtion  of  Idett,  hf 
Interehangs  of  views,  by  oommomiie  of  hitanst^ 
b^  eonoesnon  of  foaUngB.  Ton  most  bring  the 
aleotors,somdioworo&erjlnoentact.  Byway 
ofilloBtntion,  tappOK  eaohofnB,(m  our  arrival 
at  Washington,  at  the  oonunenoement  of  the 
sesdon,  had  been  oonfined  to  his  chamber,  with- 
ont the  possibiU^  of  oommnnioatioD,  and  direct- 
ed, with  a  lirt  of  the  membersin  oar  hands,  and 
a  fall  knowledge  of  tbor  characters,  to  vote  for 
a  Speaker — how  long  woidd  it  be  before  a  mft- 
Jorit7  of  ns  wonld  nnite  in  &vor  of  one  indi- 
vldnal  ?  Not  nntil  doomsday.  Bnt  let  as  as- 
semble here  as  nsoal,  and  how  qnickly  is  the 
•lection  tfeoted.  At  the  first  ballot  there  would 
be  three  or  four  candidates;  the  highest  on  the 
Bsfe  mij^t  lutve  a  very  small  minority  ot  the 
whole;  at  eveiy  saooeflrfve  bidlotiogi  be^  or 
flome  other,  would  reoeive  an  aeeesaion  of 
strength,  from  the  Ming  in  of  those  who  were 
at  first  averse  to  him.  Motwithstaadlnff  thia, 
Ua  vttimato  anooaaa  wonU  be aofrtaaoedin by 


all,  and  the  bnsinMs  of  the  people  would  move  on 
with  its  uaoal  cderU/  and  advantage.  Kffw, 
this  is  the  eSbct  ct  ddibention,  of  Tarioaa  and 

p^nfol  calculations  of  hope  and  disaf^x^nW 
ment,  of  ooncenion  and  equvalenta,  among  the 
electors.  A  Presidenttsl  eleotion  cannot  otlier- 
wise  be  conducted. 

Mr.  M.  sud,  that  it  may  be  o1;jected,  that  our 
doctoral  colleges  have  always  voted  in  tlds 
manner  in  their  reroeotive  capitals,  and  that 
they  have  foond  no  mfflcnl^  in  electing  a  Pi«»- 
ident.  True ;  but  this  has  been  owing  to  the 
intervention  of  the  House  of  Rcnpresentstiveaw 
The  pwpla  of  the  States  have  been  bn>a|^ 
taito  contact  by  the  deUber^kna  atWadmv- 
ton.  The  merits  of  oonsplonoos  mot  were 
thwe  disonased ;  (heir  claims  to  pnUio  oonfi- 
denoe  compared;  the  political  primnples,  inter- 
ests, and  prejudices,  (tf  the  dtfibroit  seotkma 
asoertunea  and  reconciled,  and  the  candidate* 
selected,  and  reoommended  to  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  States.  Congress  did  that  which 
it  was  the  ocmstitutdonal  duty  of  the  electoral 
oollegea  to  have  done,  bnt  which  they  were  un- 
able to  do  from  tilieir  distance  from  eadi  other. 
This  eleotion  hu  been  hitherto  effected  by  Oon- 
gresB  and  the  people  of  the  States.  The  eleo- 
toral  ooUeges  have  done  nothing  more  than 
write  the  votes  of  the  pe(M^  and  tnnantt 
them  to  Washington.  The  Oongressional  osn- 
ons  did  not  arise  from  the  ^lirit  of  intrignei, 
bnt  from  neoessity.  Had  the  constitution  a»> 
sembled  the  electors  Of  t^  States,  and  formed 
them  into  one  body,  the  eleotion  would  hsva 
been  effected  by  thffln,  and  a  OongreBSMmal 
oaucus  would  never  have  existed.  But  it  in 
equally  dear,  that,  withont  this  assnnblage  of 
the  electoral  cc^leges,  or  the  intervention  of 
some  general  representative  body,  to  edneei, 
direct,  and  concentrate  public  opinion,  that  tbo 
people,  scattered  over  this  Immense  country, 
Ignorant  of  each  other's  views  and  interesta^ 
and  having,  each,  views  and  interests  of  their 
own,  liable  to  the  impositi<ms  of  a  voial  preaiL 
and  to  the  arta  of  ambitious  dem^ogneiv  will 
never  harmonize  so  as  to  eflfoot  an  dectitNi. 
The  direct  effect  of  the  amendments  will  be  to 
engendfflr.  In  every  part  of  the  Union,  Imots  <rf 
intriffuers,  who  will  divide  and  distract  the 
pec^Ie,  and  embitter  their  fedings,  and  who, 
being  irresponsible,  will  not  care  by  what 
means  the^  efffeot  their  ends. 

The  design  of  the  constitution  evidoitiy  waa, 
that  the  F^reddoit  should  be  chosen  by  the 
pe(^le  oi  the  States,  in  th«r  effective  oqiad- 
ties,  as  distinct  independent  oommunities ;  thai 
the  principle  at  representation  was  to  be  ob- 
served in  the  ocmduct  of  this  eleotion — thtt 
people  to  vote  for  electors  ohosm  from  theoa- 
selvec  in  proportion  to  &eir  nombm.  who 
were  to  choose  a  Fnrident;  and  on  ftitareof 
the  electOTs  to  elect,  die  Btataa  to  decide  in 
their  sovereign  equal  obaneter.  Here  is  no 
flitting  of  oommunities — ^no  warring  of  ml- 
ntnities  anunst  m^OriUes — no  oormpt  and  nn- 
natural  aUianoea  between  the  districts  of  ocm 
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State  nd  tion  of  aaotlMr,  to  defott  tte  vill 
of  their  reepeetiTe  BooietiML  Tb»  AtAcm  of 
«leetars  u,  like  a  law  of  tiie  State,  the  will  of 
tbe  iiiw»it7,  which  the  loiiioritjr  adopt,  and 
make  (£eir  own.  If  the  eleotcn  of  the  StatoB 
had  Ibrmed  one  bo^,  not  ooly  would  no  Oon- 
grenMmal  caiunifl  haVe  erer  existed,  but  it 
wocdd  not,  onoe  ini  a  oBntaryy  have  evw  been 
referred  to  the  States  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
— ilatiiee.  The  reel  political  ^aestion  is,  can- 
not tito  people  elect  meir  President  by  T^ire- 
•CDtatiTeB?  If  thcT  oan  make  lawa  oare  and 
at  home — if  the/  oan  do^  what  ia  still  more  iin> 
portant,  change  their  eonatztntion  of  Gorem- 
mentf  hj  repreKntaUyee,  why  can  they  not 
ohooaa  tiMir  VnuSmt  by  i^maentalaTfia?  for 
what  are  daetMB  hot  repreeentatives,  ohoeen, 
Iik«  them,  by  the  people,  irom  among  them- 
■ehrea  I  Of  neoeemty  uds  must  be  done :  the 
omaifaUmi  Imm  <tf  ipaee  emd  nmd  require  it. 
If  you  make  it  popnlar,  or  by  districts,  yon 
wiU  never  effect  an  eleotioUf  or  it  will  be  inev- 
itably  ^oted  by  aelf-created  rtproeotttatiTea, 
eanoBsea,  politkianB,  or  what  you  pkaae  to 
call  them. 

Mr.  K.  and,  the  inevitaUe  reeolt  of  the  pro- 
posed cha^  ia  not  only  to  multiply  ouidi- 
date^  but  to  Ining  ftnwaM  oandUli^  of  a  dif- 
ftnat  dam  or  wder.  Instead  of  having  the 
great  men  of  the  Goafederaoy,  yon  wonld  have 
the  neat  men  of  the  State.  The  temptation 
vonu  be  iixeiiatUde  to  ambitions,  intriguing 
BSD,  who  bad  not  the  pabUc  confidence,  ana 
who  were  inezperienoed  in  State  afliun.  A 
popnlir  man  having  tike  infloenoe  of  a  State,  and 
knowi^that  afew  additional  votes  from  each  ti£ 
the  alining  States  wonld  give  him  a  {Morality 
among  hia  competitors,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  ^ipear  btiGore  the  pec^  of  the  United  States 
•a  a  candidate  f<Kr  the  Preaidenoy,  would  im- 
meffiatafy  set  to  work.  He  would  resort  to  the 
vHeit  arte  of  imtrigue  to  aooompHah  his  porpoee. 
To  the  Inadinii,  men  he  would  hold  out  the  al- 
InramaAa  of  offloe ;  with  anotiier  dam,  he  would 
cmploj  the  grossest  means  of  venaJity  and  oor- 
nqioaa.  1&  would  address  himself  directly  to 
flw  paaaiona.  State  pride,  aeoticmal  interest, 
woakl  c^ierate  in  his  favor.  He  wonld  have 
Kpfinitdy  tike  advantage  of  a  man  at  a  distanoe, 
whose  great  aervioee  and  tried  virtue  would  not 
be  known  to  the  gre^  mass,  or  if  known  at  all, 
would  only  be  fiolt  by  thedr  reason.  I  voitare 
to  Bay  that  ten  or  twdve  candidates,  with  their 
attendaota  and  dweodenta,  their  herds  of  pet^ 
<^ken  Bcattwed  throi^  the  towns,  t2ie  (^ee, 
aad  Ae  aoastry,  &e.,  te.,  wonld  throw  tiie 
«iio]e  into  a  state  of  most  -vicious  1a- 
jnaditMn.  Bribecr,  pe^Jnir,  tmniihaonsdie* 
torbanoea,  drunken  moA  mottonous  ezoessee 
■och  aa  we  haro  seeo  tite  iMaoe  in  our  GengreS' 
eionai  elec^aona,  in  the  large  (atiea,  would  pro- 
iime  the  ezBrduse  of  a  right— 4be  proudest  ngbt 
of  a  freeman — which  dioold  only  be  exercised 
wish  the  purest  and  best  feelinga.  Take  ui  ez- 
eropla,  AnnaUmiDOcftyoftweiily-flvetfftiilrty 
<leeUnl  ntos.  xivasJfr.  A^  «f  Ulin^  andKc 


[H.  or  B. 

B.,  of  South  Oarolina,  plvraKtiea,  sod  aooordiiig 
to  the  8y8t«n  of  the  gentleman,  the  Senate  will 
have  to  present  tiiem  to  the  pec^e  of  the  States, 
who  are  to  choose  one  of  them  as  President,  bj 
a  vote  in  mass.  What  would  the  good  citixena 
of  Boston  say  t  'Why,  I  never  hea^  of  eitJier  of 
these  candidates  in  my  life — am  I  compiled  to 
vote  for  a  man  of  whom  I  know  nothing  ?  He 
would  inquire  of  his  member  of  Oongress.  who 
wonld  be  nnable  to  inform  him.  He  would  then 
resort  to  tbe  editor  of  bis  newspwer.  Mr.  Edi- 
tor would  know  all  about  Ur.  A.,  of  UUnoia, 
He  had  seen  a  bjE^rwhioal  aketcb  of  him  in  the 
New  York  Evoiing  Post  tatoi  from  the  Pitte- 
bui^  Beoorder,  eztraotea  teem  the  Star  of  CSn* 
<dwiti,  direct  from  the  Hwald  of  Blinoia 
where  the  candidate  lived,  which  proved  thai 
Mr.  A.  was  one  of  the  wisest  and  beat  of  men. 
And,  for  fifty  dollars,  these  independent  and 
patriotic  editors  would  impose  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  Grrattan'a  character  of  the 
cdder  Pitt,  as  a  BOitable  picture  of  the  virtues  and 
talents  of  Mr.  A.^  of  Illinois  who  might  be  at 
heart  a  shallow,  mtriguing  fellow,  who,  by  tbe 
basest  arts  of  corruption,  had  u^oled  tbe  eleo> 
ton  of  his  own  and  the  nd^boring  Statea  to 
give  him  their  votes  as  Presideiit.  Could  you 
prevail  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  vote 
for  him  >  'W<HiId  yon  b«  aUe  to  rally  a  mi0(H> 
ity  in  his  fiivort  Would  the  people  of  the 
States  rush  to  the  polls  and  stru^le  to  lift  A. 
of  Illinois,  or  B.  of  South  Carolina,  to  tbe  prond 
|Hr«-«ninfifficef  But  admit  Mr.  A.  shoold  be 
elected.  What  a  spectacle  1  The  Chief  Ma^ 
trate  of  a  Confederacy  of  twenty-four  sovereign 
States  leaves  hia  retirement  on  the  Wabash  for 
tbe  capital  of  the  United  States.  Where  are 
the  breathless  crowds — ^the  triumphal  arches — 
the  military  displays — ^the  files  of  village  youtha 
and  muds  strewing  his  path  with  flowers,  and 
freighting  the  air  with  gladsome  pseaosl  Where 
the  bnrrting  aoclama^na,  whi^  speA  a 
tiim's  Joy  at  the  promotiffli  of  a  man  to  the  chief 
n^straoy  who  had  become  eaored  in  thdr  eyes 
by  a  life  of  spotless  integri^,  of  inflexible  firm- 
ness, a  virtuous,  usefbl  ^borer  in  their  service  f 
'QSa  arrival  at  Washii^ton  is  announced.  Doea 
it  inspire  universal  confidence  ?  Does  it  calm 
anxiety !  Does  it  harmonize  the  distractions  of 
party  f  He  baa  now  to  choose  his  Cabinet.  Ia 
he  capable  of  selecting  those  whose  firmnesi, 
Buaaty,  and  resource,  wonld  asust  him  in  hia 
d^oultiesf  What  would  be  his  embarrasa- 
ments  t  Ignorant  of  our  foreign  affurs— of  the 
flnauoea— «f  tiie  otganizataon  of  the  army  and 
navy— he  would,  at  every  step,  h%ve  to  coneok 
tremes,  statntea  reports,  files  of  manuaoript 
letterafderka,  SQlMderka,  and  the  very  menials 
4^  the  I)rosrtinenta. 

But,  said  Mr.  M.,  why  are  not  oandidatea  <tf 
this  sort  now  brought  forward — electora  meet 
in  the  several  States,  and  are  liable  to  be  oper- 
ated on  ?  He  would  answer,  on  account  of  the 
agency  which  the  State  Legislatures  and  House 

Bepreswitatives  have  in  the  election.  It  ia 
beoBioaa  thfrframenof  the  oonatitntion  avoidsd 
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the  prindple,  which  the  gentleman  proposes  to 
introdaoe,  of  vesting  the  eleota<Hk  solely  in  the 
qualified  voters — booause,  to  complete  the  act 
of  eleoticm,  all  branches  of  the  Goremment 
mast  oo-operate — each  acts  and  is  acted  on — 
each  controls  and  is  controlled.  The  State 
LegielBtares  hare  their  check,  in  directing  the 
mMc  of  appointing  electors — ^the  Eonse  of 
Bepreeentatives  its  cheok^  in  the  nltimate  de- 
<^on;  both  are  responsible  to  the  qualified 
Totws  for  the  fi^thfbl  exercise  of  their  powers. 
The  oai^Udste  must  present  hinuelf  to  each  in 
torn.  Address  on  ms  rait,  and  fiudlify  on 
theirs,  may  gain  over  a  somdent  nnmber  <n  the 
qualified  voters.  State  pride  and  secMonal  in- 
terest may  overcome  the  election  of  contignons 
Legislatnres ;  bat,  when  he  has  gone  so  far,  his 
work  is  not  yet  done.  He  then  has  to  pass  the 
inspection  of  the  Hoose  of  Represectatives  of 
the  TTnited  States~a  tiibanal  prond,  jealous,  and 
intollectaal,  which,  if  snbdned  at  all,  mast  be 
Babdoed  by  main  strmd^  His  pretensions 
are  there  examined — enuyzed  with  the  heart- 
lesaness  of  anatomical  dissection — compared,  not 
with  the  merit  of  those  who  move  in  his  limit- 
ed sphere  at  faome^  bat  with  that  oi  men  from 
every  part  of  tiie  Union,  fit  for  the  most  com- 
ptioirt»d  affairs,  and  stroffiUng  in  a  career  of  ar- 
anoos  competition.  It  is  wis  organization  which 
compels  the  dtizen  to  ascend  by  the  ordinary 
steps;  to  go  throogh  the  preparatory  initiations. 

Bat  what  baa  been  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem ?  Oar  Glovemment  has  existed  for  thirty- 
eight  years.  We  have  had  ten  Presidential 
elections — two  of  them  decided  by  the  Hoase 
of  Bepresentatives,  and  six  different  Presidents. 
The  gentleman  admits  that  five  of  these  hare 
been  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  the  very 
bestmen  of  the  Omfederaoy ;  and  a  twt  large 
portion  of  the  Union  will  aaj  that  the  sixth  la 
not  onwort^y  of  his  ezaltea  statiim.  Is  not 
13^  oonoeding  every  thi^t  Can  a  stronger 
argument  be  advanced  t  Does  he  sp^cal  to  ex- 
perience ?  Is  it  not  in  oar  fitvor  ?  What  does 
be  oppose  to  it  f  Theory  I  speculation  1  suppo- 
sititions  cases  I  hypothetical  reasoning!  The 
elections  have  been  exposed  to  all  the  abases 
which  he  dreads :  oombioations  of  the  large 
8tate» — osurpations  of  the  Legislatures — enp- 
pressionof  minorities  by  majorities— defeats  of 
m^orities  by  minorities — cauoases — politioal 
managers — ^patronage  of  the  President— -corrup- 
tibility of  the  B^rraentatives.  And  yet,  in  five 
iastaDoeeoatof  six,  heteUs  na,  the  peoi^  hare 
ohoaen,  and  ohosen  the  best  men  <d!tiuOoi^bder- 
Mf.  What  la  this  bat  aiQri]^  that  the  oi^aniza- 
tkm  of  the  electcnal  tip^xm  is  such  as  to  oon- 
oentrate  the  will  of  the  people  on  those  who  de- 
serve their  confidence  ?  And  has  oar  ship,  dur- 
ing this  period  of  thirty-ux  years,  coursed 
over  a  summer  sea  ?  What  ricisdtades  t  War  I 
Peace!  the  transition  from  poUtica]  weakness  to 
politioal  strength  I  faction  dividing  the  Union, 
and  exciting  the  fiercest  and  most  implacable 
passions!  The  downfall  ofonepu^y  and  the  rise 
ofjutothw.  The  expandffli  of  the  0<mfiBderao7 


[HaaoB,  18S6. 

from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Ifoxioo — frmn  the 
AU^bany  to  the  Western  boundaiy  of  HisBoari  1 

Mr.  K  said,  that  his  colleague  was  led  into 
error  ftom  the  political  view  which  he  took  of 
the  people  (k  tnis  ooantry.  He  appeared  to 
consider  us  as  having  originally  been  one  na- 
tion— ^that  we  were  afterwards  divided  into 
States — ^that  the  State  Governments  grew  oat 
o^  and  are  subordinate  to,  the  Gomederate 
Govemmmt.  and  that  erery  approach  towards 
nationally  is  an  approaduog  of  the  peopl«  of 
the  States  to  their  natural  and  perfect  otmdi- 
tion.  He  denied  IMi  to  be  the  case.  Tia» 
Ghireniment  at  WasIunrtMi  is  notiiing  mmv 
than  an  exoreseence  of  uie  sovereign  power  of 
the  people  of  the  States — a  mere  OonfederaOT— 
created  as  such,  and  intended  to  be  created  u 
such;  and  where  it  differs  in  ite  action  from 
Governments  of  that  kind,  it  is  only  that  it  may 
be  more  efficient  as  a  Confederacy — a  thing  of 
necessity — of  bargdn  and  sale  between  the 
people  of  tite  States,  in  which  each  tried  to 
obttunthe  best  terms  they  oould;  sad  which 
were  examined  and  re-examined,  moctified  and 
re-modified,  tamed  and  twisted,  and  finally  ex- 
pressed, with  the  oantions,  oritioal,  distnurtiiig 
predirion  of  an  English  oonTeyanoer. 

Most  not  this  be  nis  principle,  when  he  advo- 
cates a  tlieory  wluoh  takes  inm  the  peo^  of 
the  States,  as  snohf  the  power  and  agency 
whioh  they  have  in  the  Executive  branch  of 
this  Government;  which  goes  to  destn^  the 
responMbility  of  that  great  officer  to  the  people 
of  the  States,  by  ma£ng  his  election  depend, 
not  on  them,  but  on  the  people  of  the  nati<m ; 
which  goes  to  turn  his  eye  from  the  few  to  the 
many— ^fh)m  the  weak  to  the  strong!  The 
people  of  South  Oarolina  have  a  positive  politi~ 
oal  power  in  the  election  of  Pruddent,  which 
oreates  2da  responnbUity  to  theni— ctf  pow«r 
based  on  fixed  fninolplea— of  power  as  oertain 
as  arithmetical  relations  can  make  it— of  pow- 
er as  distinct  and  as  cUstinguishable  as  the  Sa- 
vannah River,  whioh  dirides  them  frran  Geor- 
gia: and  I  hope  in  God  that  I  maynererliveto 
see  the  day  whoi  th^  consent  to  give  it  np. 

This  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  States. 
The  constitution  has  said  so.  "Each  State 
shall  appoint  electors  in  such  manner  as  the 
Legislature  may  direct"  How  can  a  State  ap- 
point ?  Only  in  two  ways — it  has  bat  two  or- 
gans <tf  will  and  action,  tiie  Legislature  and  the 
people.  A  State  is  a  Inxty  politic,  (see  Yattcd.) 
whuh  can  aot  mly  by  its  Govemmeot  vr  idtl> 
sens.  It  Is  like  an  aggr^to  owpmtioD — a 
bank,  irtiieh  mnstaotbyitsstoc&luuderi^  or  lis 
Board  of  Rrerident  and  XKreetors.  Hie  right 
to  such  a  Prendent  is  a  great  BOvereign  ri^ht 
which  should  be  exerted  aooording  to  the  will 
of  the  m^ority,  in  whom  the  exercise  ot  the 
sovereignty  is.  Hence  the  absurdi^  of  the 
District  System,  wUc(h  divides  and  ^pMla<His 
it,  and  makes  the  spring  of  its  exerdse  personal 
feeling.  The  mi^Jority  of  the  people  governs 
the  whole  State,  makes  laws  fbr  i^  directs  ita 
internal  and  extenial.pcdiqy,  and,  of  ooorae^ 
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osgfat  to  ■qrwhoduU  bethatnuigntrate  whoee 
pover  most  affeots  theM  interesting  relations. 

Aeoording  to  the  theory  of  oar  ocRurtitotkni. 
M  ex^uned  hj  the  Federalist,  the  States,  and 
tiie  people  of  the  States,  are  represented  in  the 
Executive  GoTemment  hy  tliis  organization  of 
the  electoral  Ejetem ;  as  tiie  States  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Statee  are  represented  in  the  Legisla- 
ture bj  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tirea,  I  agree  entirely  vith  the  gentleman 
from  MasaachnaettB,  (Mr.  Etxbbtt,)  that  we 
bate  DO  r^t  to  amend,  by  destroying  a  great 
ndieal  power  ctf  the  States.  The  position  star- 
tled me  ai  first,  as  it  stuiled  all  of  os ;  but  I 
see  by  the  ptfnto  that  it  is  gaining  mimd.  It 
is  a  wise  and  pnrfband  principle.  It  is  worth 
all  the  splendia  and  most  enviable  reputation  of 
the  genuooan.  And  who  wonid  denre  to  take 
frcon  the  peof^  of  the  States  this  sovereign 
ri^t ;  who  would  desire  to  see  the  power  of 
GovemmeBts  duninished,  so  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  this  Oovemment,  and  to  the  pro- 
tecticHi  of  our  libertaesf  Suppose  the  worst — 
the  most  humiliating  of  all  disasters,  which 
mi^t  have  taken  effect  dnHng  the  late  yria ; 
thai  tea  enemy's  fleet  should  sul  np  t^e  river 
Fotomae,  and  sorprise  and  take  all  the  fono- 
tionaiiea  ot  this  Gov^nment,  Executive,  Leg- 
islatirc^  aulJndidaL  Sn^mMO  they  should  sta- 
tiou  a  mifituy  fime  here  in  oar  Oapitd,  and 
rear  a  Ibrdga  standard  on  ita  dmne.  This 
would  efibet  no  revelation.  The  States  pos- 
tosi  a  redeemiDgenei^,  by  which  the  National 
Govenunoit  would  be  revived,  in  all  ita  vigor 
snd  int^rity.  Each  Governor  woold  assemble 
ha  Legisiatare,  and  provide  for  the  national  ca- 
lami^.  Things  would  ^  on  as  usnaL  Forces 
woold  be  raised,  taxes  imposed,  justice  admin- 
istered, property  and  libei^  protected,  and,  by 
an  underetanding  among  the  States,  an  election 
for  the  ftmetionaries  of  t^is  €k>vemment  woold 
be  bad.  Ko  aaaroby,  no  change  in  Uie  distri- 
bntiiMi  oi  toTweign  power.  In  Ukemanno', 
craqiMafc  woold  be  imposdhla.  Hie  desolation 
and  ctftm9  ot  tme  State  would  ooHj  present  to 
tiie  TieCorions  fbe  t^  i^ialanx  of  sovereigns  snp- 
puting  eadi  oQier,  and  ready  and  eager  for  re- 
ristanoe.  Bot  the  ezlsteaoe  and  power  of  these 
Governments  are  equally  necessary  to^e  pro- 
tectioa  of  oar  HbesiieB.  What  restruns  this 
LegidatBra  within  its  orlut?  What  prevents 
the  oiactkn  and  enforcement  of  laws  violating 
ear  liberties  I  The  Federal  Ooartt  The  Supreme 
Coortl  That  ereatore  of  the  Executive — that 
dependent  on  the  L^tslatore — that  co-ordinate 
of  both,  having  all  their  sympathies,  their  hopes, 
tiieir  anxktieBl  They  restrain  the  enoroach- 
nrata  of  the  otber  Ivaiidies.  Those  seven  or 
.  ei^t  Ibeble  «U  mm  restrain  this  Govemmwt, 
eomnMndiog  the  resources  of  this  immense 
CooCaderacy,  ud  aUe,  at  any  moment,  to  do- 
prive  tbem  ot  power  by  impeachment,  or,  by 
donUiiig  their  dnty,  to  fiiroe  them  oat  of  office  I 
Ko,  nr ;  it  is  State  ]>ower  which  restrains  us— • 
it  is  Virginia,  Peim^lvani^  Massadiasetts,  &c., 
iliioh  natnutt  niL  Itisthispovnrwhidi^. 


pealed  &e  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  which  an- 
nihilated the  mtem  of  banknq)t(7;  the  fanner 
Invading  the  liberty  ot  the  fiveman,  the  latter 
poisonii^  his  mwauty.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
more,  sir,  but  I  am  exhausted,  and  will  trouble 
yon  no  more. 

Ht.  MrrcHKLL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that  be 
oonradered  the  question  as  one  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  toe  people  of  the  United  States. 
Persons  of  all  parties  and  political  persuasions 
were  looking  up  with  great  anxiety  to  the  de- 
cision of  this  House^  and,  thoiwh  much  time  had 
been  spent  in  the  discussion  of  this  measure,  it 
was  nothing  more  than  what  was  expected  by 
the  pec^e.  Those  who  entertained  a  fiivinvble 
hope  that  an  amendment  of  nana  kind  would 
be  proposed  to  them,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
opposed  to  any  alta4rtion  whatever,  have,  and 
do  expect  this  subject  to  undergo  the  most 
thorough  investigation  and  unwearied  atten- 
tion. Hr.  U.  said  he  did  not  deem  it  so  mach 
a  matter  of  importance  how  gentiemen  differed 
on  the  great  question  now  under  discussion,  as 
that  the  true  grounds  on  which  they  differ 
should  be  made  known  and  candidly  examined. 
It  is  ^eooliarly  incumbent  on  us  to  l>ring  to  this 
exammation  those  expanded  and  liberal  views 
that  mark  the  mind  of  the  troe  statesman. 

I  do  not  rise,  air,  said  Mr.  U.,  under  the  in* 
floenee  of  any  idle  presnmptionf  that  I  shall 
transcoid  those  who  have  pnoeded  m^  or  with 
a  desire  to  ^ow  with  what  &cility  I  can  tri- 
umph over  an  adversary.  If  I  dudl  be  able  to 
show  clearly  that  the  argument  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York,  who  first  addressed  the 
committee,  (Mr.  Stosbs,)  is  not  invulnerable,  I 
think  I  shall  have  done  a  «%at  deal.  That  ar- 
gument, sir,  may  be  viewed  as  the  bans  upon 
which  all  the  Bobsequent  arguments  of  those 
who  are  opposed  to  ute  resolations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oarolina,  were  founded. 
And,  in  answering  that  argoroent,  an  answer 
woold  be  g^ven  to  all  the  mateiiu  features  of 
the  othw  awunents  <m  the  same  side.  But, 
said  Mr.  2C,  befitre  I  enter  upon  an  examination 
of  the  argoment  of  the  gentieman  frmn  Kew 
Tork,  I  must  be  permitted  to  bestow  a  short 
notice  upon  the  argument  of  tiie  gentleman 
from  South  Gan^ina,  ^Ir.  Uitohui.,)  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  He  would  not  attempt  to 
follow  that  gentieman  in  his  meandering  course ; 
that  would,  indeed,  be  a  wild-goose  chase;  nor 
wimld  he,  hi  the  course  of  his  remarks,  attempt 
to  follow  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Etbbbtt.)  Mr.  M.  said,  while  the  gentie- 
man was  speaking  I  was  amused,  I  was  delight- 
ed ;  his  q)eech  had  the  same  effect  upon  m& 
that  a  well-stnmg  mudoal  instrument  wonla 
have  in  the  hands  of  a  masterly  performer. 
ilr  fadings  Joined  in  the  unison  tn  sound ;  but 
when  tiie  fingers  were  ronored  from  the  vi- 
bratory string,  the  music  died  upon  my  ear;  no 
impresirion  was  left  upon  mj  undisturbed  mind ; 
no  idea  advanced  made  its  impress;  it  was 
"  like  the  mueio  of  Oarrol  along  the  hills  of  Sli- 
mor»;  it  waa  ptoasan^  bst  mournful  to  liie 
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Boal"  WhOe  it  oontinaed,  it  reached  the  ear 
with  melody,  bat  when  the  eoimd  was  gone,  the 
sabstance  was  losL 

The  gentleman,  in  effect,  emphatioaUy' tells : 
us  that  we  mnst  not  attempt  to  improTe  by 
ezperience  in  the  march  of  time,  u  this  be 
trne,  all  yoar  inatitntions  for  edncation ;  all  < 
yonr  common  schools,  where  the  first  rudiments 
of  an  edncation  are  given ;  all  your  aoademies, 
where  the  fonndatiion  of  science  is  laid ;  your 
nnmerona  colleges  and  oniveruties,  where  the 
mind  is  enri(^ed  with  soienoe  and  litwatnre, 
and  taoght  to  expand  itadf  by  the  dictates  of 
wisdom — these  are  all  (tf  no  use  or  valne,  and 
in  Tain  we  attempt  to  climb  to  the  cnpola  of 
science  and  virtae,  if  the  human  mind  is  not  to 
be  improved  by  ute  maroh  of  lime.  We  are 
told  by  the  genUemaa  tnm  Mawtachnsetta  that 
cor  ancestors  possessed  intelligenoe  in  a  ^eater 
extent,  and  mach  more  eminent  degree,  than 
oarselves.  If  so,  away  with  all  yoor  srani- 
naries ;  ^ey  have  proved  unprofitable.  Ap- 
propriate no  more  tohodl  ftmds,  locate  no  more 
school  lands ;  they  will  bring  yon  no  return. 
Oease  aU  yonr  attenmts  to  light  ap  the  lamp  of 
knowledge^  its  dim  light  wul  bnt  obaonre  And 
twUift^.  The  ailment  was  atill  more  extra- 
or^nary,  aa  coming  from  one  who  had  studied 
antiqui^  in  hooks,  and  subsequently  had  en- 
joyed the  advantage  of  testing  the  aoonracy  of 
the  knowledge  ho  had  thus  acquired,  by  otndsr 
demonstration. 

Hr.  M.  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  notice  an 
observation  made  by  another  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Hr.  Wood,)  who  had  last  spoken. 
That  if  he  hail  rightly  nnderstood  his  language, 
he  had  said  that  there  was  a  theoreticaf  error 
in  onr  Government,  and  experienee  may  prove 
it  to  be  so  in  practice.  That  the  Senate  had  too 
mmh  oontiol  over  the  Executive,  which  might 
occasion  odliriim  between  than ;  that  t^  Ex- 
ecutive pogg  oases  <aly  the  power  <rf  ncmdoating 
fordgn  iCidsten,  ana  the  Senate  the  power  to 
r^eot ;  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to  possese 
any  greater  power  over  ambassadors,  uian  to 
recall  them,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  oonoar- 
ring ;  this  would  be  in  aeecvdanca  witti  Viatel, 
with  which  the  gaitleman  did  not  oonoor  in 
its  whole  extMit. 

If  the  gentleman  held  that  doctrine,  it  is  not 
only  federal,  but  ultra  federeJ,  and  audi  as  had 
not  been  heard  in  this  coontjy  sinoe  the  dark 
days  of  ^98.  Sir,  let  this  dootrine  be  tolra^ted, 
and  it  will  not  be  noeeasayy  tiiat  the  constitn- 
tion  should  give  the  President  the  power ;  it 
will  only  be  neoessuy  that  he  ahoud  will  it ; 
a  mere  sis  90I0  will  <»ily  be  necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  it 

[Here  Hr.  Wo<h>  rose  to  explain;  and  said 
that  he  did  nothimsdfh(dd  that  doctrine:  that 
he  was  only  giving  it  as  the  MSlaments  of  Vai- 
telj 

Mr.  Obainnan,  said  Mr.  JL,  the  Executive 
has  already  as  much  power  given  to  him  as 
any  IHend  of  his  oonntry  would  wish  bim  to 
poasesa.  Haa  he  not  the  power  of  ninninating 
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every  officer  of  the  Government?  and  is  not 
this,  in  effect,  the  power  of  ai^inting  t  All 
that  the  Senate  can  do  is  to  reject  the  nomina- 
tion ;  bnt  the  whole  act  is  that  at  the  Presi- 
dent; and,  unless  the  Senate  has  strong  reaacHis 
which  forbid  their  consent,  the  appointmeiA  is 
made,  and  it  is  made  by  the  President  akme. 

Sir,  I  will  agree  that  the  framera  of  the  coDr 
stitutson  were  wise :  bnt  I  cannot  agree  wbh 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ^Cr.  Asohks,) 
that  liiey  were  possessed  of  inspiratum.  Tbey 
were  men,  mi,  who  oonld  listeu  with  patience 
to  the  thoughts  of  each  other.  Th«y  ocmld  ^ve 
imd  take,  to  arrive  at  an  agreement.  If  wey 
conld  not  get  all  that  they  wished  adopted, 
they  were  wilUng  to  take  a  part,  and  to  agree 
to  a  compromise  of  powers;  and  they  wwe 
what  we  onght  to  be,  too  mild  and  too  intelli- 
gent each  pertinaciondy  to  adhere  to  hie  own 
opinion;  and  they  could  yield  the  minor  for 
the  nu^or  proposition;  they  were  great,  be- 
oaose  they  were  good ;  they  were  calm,  di^»»> 
nonate,  reflecting — not  pursuing  the  course  oi 
your  county  court  lawyers,  only  anxtons  to 
show  with  what  facility  they  ooidd  put  down 
an  adversary  in  argument.  They  spoke  from 
the  heart,  and  their  Ian gn age  reached  the  heart: 
their  speedies  were  not  mechanioally  prepared 
in  the  closet,  and  brought  out,  and  vmded  in 
market  But,  great  and  good  as  Uieae  men 
were,  they  were  bnt  mere  men ;  they  partoiA 
of  the  conmum  frailty  of  our  race,  and 
were  highly  aeodUe  of  it;  they  did  not  set 
themselves  up  as  models  of  infallible  wisdom ; 
they  were  conscious  of  the  imperfection  of  Hmt 
own  production,  and  recorded  that  ooDBcions- 
ness  in  the  fifth  section  of  that  instrument,  by 
in^afting  a  clause  for  its  own  amendment; 
they  knew,  that,  as  time  rolled  on,  the  oircum- 
stanoea  and  the  oajfaatj  of  the  country  would 
be  ehanged— and  they  have  changed.  They 
never  dreamed  <tf  ixmiidUng  a  ecmstitation  to 
suit  all  times  and  all  mrgnniataneeBj  and  Om 
falUhility  of  that  great  aflaembl^  k  olaaib 
evinced  by  ih»  numerous  amendmnitB  whkn 
have  already  been  introduced  and  adopted  aa 
part  of  that  o<mstitntion.  Twelve  <a  thirteen 
amendments  were  made  almost  as  soon  as  that 
instrument  was  completed,  and  which  are  not 
less  to  be  admired  than  uiy  other  dauae  of  that 
excellent  instrument  Yet  the  gentleman  akka 
how  we  can  lay  our  sacrilegious  bands  upon  an 
instrument  so  perfect  I  The  oonstitntim  itadf 
fbmiahes  him  an  answer;  and  the  very  words 
of  the  amendatory  olaose  give  a  pontive  refot*- 
tion  to  all  that  part  of  his  speeeh.  The  imdle- 
man  tells  ua,  that  ncme  xaust  attempt  ttus  task 
but  those  who  are  already  aages.  And,  rir, 
how  are  we^  to  beeome  auesf  Is  fit  on  ^bm 
floor!  No^rir;  itisby stn^inginoureloeeta, 
and  in  ouroflScesathome;  it  Is  by  turning  over 
the  volomes  d  antiquity,  and  by  sailing  back 
the  stream  of  time  to  the  days  of  Sdioa  and 
Lyonrgus;  by  living  oontemporane(K)dy  with 
the  wwthiea  of  antiquity ;  imitating  their  mor- 
als, and  adoptiiig  tlwir  fialowsbj ;  iofmiag 
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hfAmr  riitata  and  profiting  from  their  «iv 
ma. 

WIho,  rir,  70a  are  in  pnzsuit  d  tbe  federa- 
tive principle^  70a  most  look  to  Ihe  Senate 
hraneh  of  tlie  Jfatimial  Legidatare.   Sir,  it  is 
tbm  that  tbe  States,  aa  wparate  and  iodepend- 
ant  aoTcraigntiee^  act  npon  the  ibderative  prin- 
eipJe.  I  inll  not,  air,  take  your  State  to  illoa- 
tnte  mj  views  upon  lioB  rabject;  I  wUln(^ 
liaekDey  pocar  littto  Delaware  to  death,  as  most 
hare  done  who  bare  j»«oeded  me ;  I  will  take 
Shode  laland,  eonspteuou*  for  ttt  tolenU^  for 
JI17  eniD^lei,  to  th/aw  the  operation  of  this  fe^ 
vatrre  princdple.  It  is,  air,  m  the  Senate  bnnob 
of  the  Hational  Legislatore,  vfaere  that  State 
•tanda  npoo  %  ftotasg  of  eqnidity  vith  the  sp<^ 
BtaUa  cfSmr  York;  PennyalTaiua,  and  Virginia. 
It  is  there  that  tbe  States  are  rcn»reeentod  in 
&ct,  and  in  deed — the  Senators  of  each  State 
bong  the  B^reaentatiTes  of  the  State,  in  its 
iggKgate  and  Sovereign  oapa^n^— 'bdng  eleet- 
eaTafid  brought  into  political  eziatenoe,  by  the 
only  and  pcmter  origan  of  the  State,  the  Le^ala- 
tore  thenoC    Tfais  aeaembly  of  the  States  of 
Kiosl  repreaentatioii,  was  wisely  formed  to  pre- 
heat the  auToachment  of  the  large  States  npon 
the  intenets  of  the  stnall  States,  and  for  the 
HOteetioD.  of  the  equal  rights  of  both.   But  it 
IB  obrkNM  that  the  popular  featore  was  intended 
to  ba  imaerred  m  the  wganiaition  of  this 
Bom.  The  nnzxibw  of  BmresoitatiTeB  from 
Mc^  State  depended  npon  tiae  ratio  of  poptUa- 
tion:  (me  tmlj  being  allowed  to  every  80,000 
inhilHtanta:  so  here  the  popnlar  {nrindple  is 
lo^ed,  aa  the  Cederal  is  in  Ibe  Senate. 

Jba  gmtlemau  tntm  Kew  York  says,  the  lit- 
tle States  will  never  agree  to  any  mch  amend- 
Bmt;  that  it  would  be  taking  from  them  thor 
■oreteign  equality,  without  giving  an  eqniTa- 
leat;  Kod,  in  the  next  breath,  he  says,  that  the 
district  system  would  fritter  away  tbe  large 
States,  and  take  from  them  the  power  of  pre- 
••erring  th^  wei^t  and  impoftanoe  in  the 
Uakmf  and  thereby  deprive  them  from  nresoit- 
ing  an  sndivided  pfaalanx,  in  a  FMndential 
afaotifln.   The  reedationa,       on  yoor  table 
are,  in  general  temn,  pcdnting  out  the  tmnd 
Ibatares  of  an  amendment,  oontaining  only  the 
principle,  without  being  entangled  in  tbe  mi- 
nntis.   But  the  argoments  are  used  as  if  they 
wece  to  assume  no  other  sluq>e,  wiiich  is  quite 
deoe^Tft.  How,  I  would  ask,  can  the  small 
fitatee  loae  any  thing  by  the  proposed  amend- 
meaita  t   Wliat  do  the  small  States  now  possess 
tlKSt  tbey  would  lose  b7      proposed  change? 
Ifotbing,  sir,  bat  what  was  thonght  by  the  con- 
veaition  that  framed  this  oonstitation,  a  mere 
possibili^— that  UL  of  being  placed  upon  afoot- 
uigr  ^  ^V'^  mtb  the  urge  States,  in  the 
aleetioii  m  the  last  reaort  tn  this  Baaaa :  for,  in 
the  first  instance,  thw  can  on^  be  Alt  aooord- 
ing  to  the  gravity  of  their  popnlBtioii,  and  there- 
ton  possess  no  more  power  at  [meant  than  is 
pn^Msed  by  the  amendment. 

Alt  it  m  aaid  that  the  district  ^stem  will 
toBd  to  «ooDM2id«tiaa«f  tbe  States.  Adeda- 
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ration  of  this  kind,  to  nn^  is  raerile  and  idle  in 
the  extreme.  Will  not  the  State  Lendatarea 
exist,  as  th^bave  heretofbre  done,  and  as  th^ 
now  dot  'Will  tbey  not  possess  um  same  Iw- 
ialative  powers  in  the  ensotment  of  laws?  'WQl 
not  each  State  have  its  own  X^eontive  and  ita 
own  Judidary!  Will  they  not  ^tossess  the 
same  plenu7  powers  in  their  municipal  r^ula- 
tions  t  Is  any  rij^t  they  ou^t  to  possess  token 
from  the  States?  Do  they  lose,  as  gentlemen 
suppose,  all  power,  wh«i  uieir  Legidatures  are 
perioitted  no  longer  to  dinot  themulMt  to 
appoint  eUctort  T  I  answer,  no.  It  would 
seem  that  gentlemen  imagined  that  all  the  in- 
trinrio  power  (tf  State  rigats  were  involved  in 
the  mere  act  of  appointmg  electors.  There  ia 
nothing,  in  these  argumenta,  sir ;  they  are 
mere  Taoity  and  vexation  of  spirit :  the  more 
they  are  probed,  the  more  will  their  fallaoy  be 
exposed.  The  States  will  be  what  they  now 
are — thrar  frmdammtal  law  the  same;  tb^ 
will  possess  the  same  sovereignty,  and  the  peo- 
ple more  freedom :  thedr  Le^latnres  will  still 
be  tiieir  proper  sovereign  organs,  prosesrins  all 
their  legitimate  functions.  Bnt,  I  will  admit, 
sir,  that  Ibey  will  no  longer  posBees  the  power 
to  wield  a  mass  of  party  madiinery,  to  pros- 
trate the  wishes  ot  the  j>ec^ki,  for  the  purpose 
of  ^omoting  or  defeating  a  partiealar  tnA- 
dential  eandidate. 

I  will  now,  Ur.  Ohainnan,  turn  my  attention 
to  another  anument  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Tork,  Qix.  Stobbb.)  That  gentleman  said 
that  if  the  moTer  of  the  amendment  was  sincere 
in  his  wishes  for  an  equal  district  system,  he 
must  ^ve  up  his  argument,  or  go  one  step 
farther,  and  put  the  free  voters  in  Sn  the  Statea 
on  a  footing  of  equality,  and  abolish  the  pro- 
vision in  the  consdtntion,  which  puts  the  three- 
flfOui  of  the  black  population  Into  the  Southern 
scale.  Sir,  is  it  not  strange,  passing  strange, 
indeed,  that  no  topic  of  debate  can  arise  in  t£ia 
House,  let  it  come  from  where  it  m^,  or  relate 
to  what  it  will,  but  our  negroes  most  be  hanled 
into  the  question,  and  made  a  black  book  for 
gentlemen  to  bai^  upcvt  t  Why,  dr,  I  vonid 
a^  is  this  argnmant  naed—is  It  by  w^  (tf  re- 
flection! Wectf  the  Bonthera  Statea  are  not 
to  blame  in  Ibis  matter:  the  evil  was  in  Ibe 
country  before  we  wots  vom.  \  it  was  oo-exten- 
dve  with  the  Oolonial  system  tliat  peopled  this 
country ;  the  evil  was  entailed  upon  ns  by  onr 
fathers — ^by  the  crud  and  rdentless  acts  of  the 
mother  oonntry.  We  are  not,  we  cannot  be, 
respondUe  for  its  existence.  Bat  I  will  tell 
yon,  sir,  who  ia  respondble  for  its  oontinnanoe 
frx>m  the  date  of  ue  oonvention,  to  the  year 
1808.  The  framers  oi  this  tnuuoendent,  this 
immaonlate  oonstitntion,  which  gentlem^i  have 
found  BO  fiudtlesB  in  all  its  parts,  are  the  per- 
sons who  are  to  be  blamed ;  yes,  dr,  neatly 
blamed,  because  tbey  might  have  brought  the 
importation  of  these  unhappy  beings  to  an  end 
at  the  time  the  constitution  was  adopted ;  but 
indead  thereol^  th^  inswted  a  ^vimon  which 
authorised  ita  oontinnanoe  to  the  year  1806. 
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A  gentlenun  from  Rhode  bland  (Ux. 
Fsabob)  has  gone  into  a  ealeolation,  to  show 
that  thiMe  poor  slavea  have  tweotf-five  Repre- 
Bentatives  upon  this  floor.  I  will  not  saj  that 
I  am  oppoud  to  all  arithmetioal  politicians; 
hat  I  will  Ba7,  that  I  vibrate  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  represented  here,  and  I  rqoioe  that 
they  are ;  their  nnhappj  sitaation  entitles  them 
to  oar  personal  sympidhies  and  onr  l^slalive 
protection ;  and  iif  &at  gentleman  does  not  feel 
this  sentiment  toward  them,  as  his  fdlow-beings 
of  the  same  great  family,  he  has  denied  the 
and  is  worse  than  an  infid^ 

I  have  already  attempted  to  show  that  a  oan- 
etu  is  the  <3«attm  of  a  faction,  and  that  it  oan- 
not  ezbt  among  the  people  generally.  Sir,  I 
live  in  a  State  where  the  dlsMct  qystem  pre- 
via. I  know  nothing  of  those  local  canooses 
of  which  the  gentleman  has  spoken,  I  know 
nothing  of  those  dark  and  mysterions  midnight 
conclaves  that  dread  the  light  of  Heaven.  I 
have  never  been  in  one  of  them  in  my  life,  nor 
do  I  think  they  are  needed,  nor  can  they  natar- 
ally  follow  the  adoption  of  a  district  system. 

The  gentleman  man  Sonth  Oarolina  (Ur.  Hir- 
ohbll)  mjs,  that  a  cancns  at  this  place  is  in- 
Aqiensab^  necessary  for  oolleoting  and  uniting 
the  pablle  will ;  and  he  makes  this  Hoose  a  vast 
InmCaaiy,  and  we,  as  Ua  diverging  ray^  are  to 
dispense  its  mUime  light  to  the  periphery  of 
this  extended  Government.  I  have  said  al- 
ready, sir,  that  the  great  body  of  the  people 
cannot  be  oormpted.  They  therefore  need  not 
g^er  themselves  tt^ether  into  secret  meetings, 
to  fbnn  secret  plans  and  secret  designs.  They 
have  no  designs  bnt  those  of  self-preservation, 
aoA  the  general  good  of  all.  They  possess  the 
proper  intelHgenoe,  and  are  endowed  with  a 
proper  tmiper,  to  choose  a  President  for  them- 
selves. A  President  thns  elected  will  be  armed 
with  the  gnat  sword  <tf  their  will. 

I  am  of  lawftal  age,  dr,  and  fbr  my  lifo  I  never 
have  bera  ffliabled  to  see  the  mighty  difl^nce 
between  a  oanons  at  this  place,  and  elsewhere. 
I  am  myself  opposed  to  a  oaacns  here,  to  one  at 
Albuiy,  or  anywhere  else.  Bat  certain  I  am, 
that  the  canons  bore  oannot  be  darker^  more 
deadly,  or  demon-like,  than  some  of  those  which 
most  necessarily  attmd  apon  a  general  ticket 
system.  Think  fbr  a  moment,  sir,  of  a  canons 
of  some  twenty  or  thirty  in  the  State  of  TSew 
Yorkf  dictating  to  her  two  millions  of  popula- 
tion, (I  believe  I  exaggerate,  it  is  not  qnite  so 
many — abont  1,600,000,)  and,  ear,  if  a  caacna 
ftiU  grown  U  bo  odions  and  so  detestable^  a  can- 
eas  in  infancy  can  be  no  better.  A  little  rogne 
is  as  bad  aa  a  great  TOgaa,  whether  he  steals  a 

Eenknife,  or  a  Preddential  chair ;  erffo,  let  ns 
ave  canonses  nowhere.  Pnt  them  down,  sir ; 
let  ns  have  an  end  of  these  midnight  cabals,  this 
plotting  and  contriving,  this  patent  mactiinery 
to  bring  a  man  into  power,  and  to  destroy  tiie 
people's  wUL  I  know,  Ur.  Ohidrman,  that  the 
cancns  here  was  established  in  the  first  instance 
by  some  of  tiie  most  able,  and  most  honorable 
BepobUcaaa  of  the  coontiy,  and  for  the  most 


[MaH»,18ML 

wise  and  virtnoos  parpose,  and  those  oancnaes 
were  attended  by  some  as  inteUigrat  and  pa- 
triotic men  as  ever  adorned  this  HalL  Bnt 
stiU,  nr,  that  does  not  prove  the  caucus  system 
to  be  riffht.  Nor  is  it  here,  sir,  where  all  the 
wise  and  virtaons  assemble.  Bat  the  guiUenkan 
from  Booth  Oarolina  (Ur.  Mitohxix)  instifles 
it  apon  a  strange  ground,  indeed ;  as  the  only 
proper  means  of  commnnioatang  to  the  people 
the  charaoter  and  qnalifioations  of  the  person 
for  whom  they  shomd  vote ;  and  this  declare 
tion  is  predicted  on  the  idea  that  no  man  is  fit 
to  be  the  Chief  Ka^^strate  of  ttiis  Govemmoat 
until  he  shall  have  Hrved  ao  i^prantioediip 
more  laborious  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  within  these  spadons  walla,  and  to 
have  passed  through  the  regnlar  grades  of  the 
departments,  nnUl  he  diall  have  climbed  to  the 
capola  of  power.  I  have  already  attempted  to 
show  tiiat  this  is  neither  the  centre  nor  the 
source  of  intelligence ;  anA  ibat  there  are  men 
more  intelligent,  and  £ar  more  virtaons,  within 
the  unambitioas  and  private  walks  of  domestio 
tranqnillit^ — thousands  of  whom  are  much  bet- 
ter aoquamted  with  the  bit^^phio  history 
the  great  men  of  the  Government  than  tiie  best 
informed  among  ns ;  therefore  we  possesB  not 
the  powOT  ot  oommnnioating  to  them  tiuwe  raja 
of  light 

Sir,  ycm  may  talk  to  me  as  long  aa  yon  wQl 
about  uie  inotMrraptibility  of  this  Hoose,  and  I 
shall  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  President's  having  theqipcnnt- 
ing  power — think  he  ought  to  poesess  it.  I 
would  not  curtail  his  patronage  at  all :  I  wish 
to  give  it  another  and  a  proper  direction.  Let 
it  be  as  extensive  as  you  please,  only  keep  its 
allarements  without  these  wf^  and  from  oar 
sister  the  Senate.  Wm  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent's patronage  this  direction,  place  him  in  the 
Ntuation  described  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  that  the  "very  pettiest  Gwnian  Prince 
might  look  down  upon  him  with  ettatemptl  ** 
No,  ur,  he  would  possess  tH  the  power  heonght 
to  possess.  Then,  sir,  our  seats  will  be  worai. 
the  having :  then,  ur,  the  people  will  believe 
that  some  spark  of  patriotinn  oooasions  as  to 
occupy  them.  But^  sir,  when  onr  only  ol^eot 
in  coming  here,  is  m  pnrsait  of  some  dazauog 
office,  our  seats,  if  not  quite  wortliless,  lose  at 
least  half  tfa^  value.  Sir,  we  cannot  ooonpy 
a  more  pre-eminent  station  than  a  seat  in  the 
Honse  of  the  people.  I  consider  myself  as  now 
occupying  the  most  important  office  within  the 
gift  of  the  peopl&  The  gentlemen  whose  namea 
Z  have  so  (tften  enumerated,  seem  to  think  it 
against  moralify  and  religion,  and  that  it  would 
have  a  fendmcy  to  reduce  ns  to  a  savage  state, 
to  sappose  for  a  moment  that  we  could  be  par> 
chased  or  bribed,  by  any  means  whatever. 
And  the  gentleman  from  New  Yctk,  with  great 
trinmph,  asks:  Was  Bayard  bought f  Was 
Poinsett  bought !  I  answer,  no,  sir  I  Bnt  the 
people  said,  that,  when  they  took  their  am>oint- 
ments,  they  had  deserted  th^  pboe  aim  tbdr 
dnly.   The  jteotLeman  with  great  m- 
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jibmSa,  wh  BaTtrd  bonghtt  "Waa  Fi^usett 
nmg^t  He  paueed,  with  a  kind  of  nlf-oom- 
pjaoeQej.  Vhy  did  he  not  add  another  name ! 
Why  did  he  not  go  through  the  catalogue  of  ex- 
alted appointmenta  f  Why  did  he  not  aek,  with 
equal  tnomph,  was  Clay  booght  t  Did  he  mean 
to  leave  on  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
Hi»M^  by  his  deadly  silence,  the  idea  that  Olay 
was  bought  I  One  would  be  natorally  led  to 
think  80,  by  his  stopping  short  where  he  did. 
Sir,  he  who  is  brave  till  the  enemy  ai^>eara — 
nntil  be  is  bronght  in  view  of  point-blank  dan- 
g«r,  and  then  cowers  and  flieaj  has  a  bravery 
that  ia  not  worth  a  bawbee. 

Ttr.  Cifaaimun,  I  now,  in  oonoliidon,  sqr, 
the  fwple  ODght  to  vote  for  Frendent  withotti; 
the  mtcrpositioii  <^  electors :  that  all  Um  States 
at  the  Union  should  be  lud  off  into  districts; 
tibat  the  districts  of  a  State  should  oontain  an 
eqnal  ratio  of  popolation,  as  near  as  may  be  ; 
and  that  the  migority  of  each  district  d^ionld 
coont  as  oa»  vote ;  and,  in  tbe  event  that  so  one 
ahooid  get  a  majority  of  the  whole  nnmber  of 
the  votes  given  in  these  electoral  colleges,  send 
back  the  two  highest  on  the  list  of  candidates  to 
the  people,  and  let  them  vote  directly  for  the 
man  of  thrir  eboioe.  Bnt  I  will  oandidly  say, 
that,  so  that  the  election  is  taken  from  this 
Hoohl  I  shall  not  have  any  very  great  feelii^ 
as  to  the  preferenoe  to  be  given  to  tiie  distoiot 
over  the  general  ticket  system :  or  iti  what  way 
yon  shaD  determine  the  election  in  tlie  last  re- 
sort; so  that  it  is  taken  from  this  House  and 
given  to  the  people.  I  call  npon  yon  to  relieve 
this  Honse  from  all  temptation,  to  place  each 
and  every  member  in  a  atuatlon  that  they  can 
look  with  an  impartial  eye  at  all  administra- 
tiwa,  and  all  their  Executive  acts.  Take  the 
election  from  this  Honse,  and  all  this  will  be 
effected.  Sir,  give  me  a  riddance  o£  this  evil, 
and  I  will  ^ve  you  all  yoor  powers. 

The  committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  <tf 
Mr.  Biaon^  of  Va.,  and  the  Hoose  a^lJoiimed. 


TEUB8Di.T,  March  28. 

Watem  Armory. 

Hr.  JiMsa  JoHHBov,  (tf  Kentud^,  oflBeredthe 
CuDtMring : 

Saelfd,  That  the  Committee  OQlDUtaryAffldra 
be  tnitnteted  to  report  a  bill,  anthoriziiig  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wu  to  ftpptunt  three  GommiaBionerfl  to  sur- 
vey and  eTsmlae  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  upon  Lick- 
log  Uvtt,  in  the  comity  of  Pendleton,  in  the  State 
of  Kcatoeky ;  and  if^  opon  such  stirTey  and  exam- 
iiiatiao,tbe  Hune  shall  be  flnmd  suitable,  to  author- 
ise tbe  PMdeot  of  the  Ututed  States  to  eanse  to 
be  erected,  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend  afbresaid,  a 
Ifadooal  annory,  ^milar  to  those  already  erected 
at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry. 

Jn  soppofi  of  this  resolution,  Ifr.  Jossws 
vent  into  a  ooarae  of  argument,  which  continued 
until  the  hoar  allotted  to  the  conuderation  of 
npMti  and  rasdlntifHia  hade^ired;  when 

Ihe  Speakw  iDteiposed,  and  zeqiieated  the 


|;h.  or  & 

gentlemaa  to  defer  the  remainder  of  Ids  renuirin 

tillto-monow. 

Amendment  of  the  ConttituUtm. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  amendment  to  the  oonstitatioo,  pro- 
posed by  "Hi.  McDuffib  ;  when,  Ur.  BA■Boa:l^ 
who  had  the  floor,  being  absent, 

Mr.  Wuus  ad^essed  the  cranmittee. 

Much  time  has  been  spent,  sir,  and  a  great 
many  words  used  by  different  gentlemen  who 
have  gone  befbre  me,  to  show  tbe  true  meaning 
of  the  word  State,  as  need  in  the  constitution, 
in  relation  to  this  snl^ject ;  I  intend  not  to  fol- 
low over  the  same  track,  bat  will  satisfy  myself 
with  obsurvinft  that  I  oare  not  whether  it 
means  the  geographical  limits  or  bonndary  lines 
of  each  sovereignty,  or  whether  it  means  the 
L^slatnres  of  each — it  reverts  back  to  the  same 
thing.  If  gentlemen  pleaae  to  have  it  so,  let 
QB  say  it  means  tbe  firfit,  the  boundaries  of  ter- 
ritory; why,  sir,  aU  that  would  have  been 
nothing  but  wild  waste  land,  but  for  those  who 
inhabit  within  those  gec^raphical  limits :  there- 
fore, in  this  sense,  it  means  the  people.  If  yon 
please  to  say  it  is  the  Legislatures  here  meant, 
be  it  so.  It  means  the  people ;  beoans^  tho 
Le^alatoies  ore  the  people  in  th^  Bepresent- 
ative  delegated  eharaoto*. 

Let  us  look  at  the  result  of  the  general  ticket 
^atem — and,  I  must  be  excused  for  going  a  lit- 
tle more  into  detail  than  might  be  exactly  ne- 
cessary here,  although  I  have  known  men,  ur, 
possessing  as  much  good  sense  as  most  of  oa, 
perhaps  more,  Uiat  £d  not  understand  the  ef- 
fect of  this  system.  We  will  take  New  York, 
sir,  if  yon  please,  where  there  are  thirty-dz 
districts,  consequently  thirty-six  electors  to  be 
elected.  How  is  this  to  be  done!  Why,  in 
each  district  the  voters  are  to  vote  for  the 
whole  thirty-^  electors,  thirty-five  of  whom, 
perhaps,  not  a  man  of  them  ever  saw  or  knew. 
How  aie  th^  to  be  sot  to  vote  for  them  I  By 
only  one  posnble  mooe— that  is,  a  central  power, 
or  body  of  men,  who,  as  the  gentlemen  have 
agreed,  must  exist  and  be  looked  to  as  the  dio- 
tators,  to  fix  on  the  thirty-six  candidates. 
Well,  sir,  we  find  them  elected,  and  they  do 
every  thing  but  what  was  desirable,  and  they 
return  home;  and  as  the  people  in  each  die* 
trict  see  the  one  of  the  thirty-six  who  was 
taken  from  that  district,  and  begin  to  condemn 
him  fdr  what  was  done,  he  replies.  Why,  don't 
blame  me:  it  was  not  my  foolt:  the  «tber 
thirtrr-five  that  yon  voted  for,  and  electecL 
ooold  not  be  Indooed  to  do  as  I  wished,  and 
what  oottld  I  dot  Thoa,  eaoh  <me  ezcuaee 
himself  at  home,  and  continnes  to  rest  seoore 
on  the  power  of  those  Rotators,  whose  will  has 
been  his  law,  against  his  oath,  and  agunst  his 
country's  freedom. 

Sir,  before  I  sit  down,  let  me  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams's  warmest  friends,  if  they 
would  reaUy  be  found,  by  th^  aotions,  willing 
to  render  l^n  a  serrioe^  and  aU  who  may  hwo- 
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after  be  placed  in  a  iltaatiim  Bimilar  to  the  one 
he  was  in — whit^  to  believe  hint  sincere,  (and 
who  will  doubt  that  t)  most  hare  been  aImo«t 
InbderaUe  to  «iig^  a  man.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
nuu7,  18S6,  Oongrees  appointed  a  oonunittee 
of  uiree  mnUenaeiL  to  widt  on  lb.  Adams,  and 
Mqoaint  him  I2iat  he  was  elected,  hj  Oooereas, 
tiie  Fnridsnt  of  the  Fntted  States;  and,  on 
the  next  d^,  the  10th  of  Febroaiy,  as  the 
Joonial  of  that  Meriw  shows,  Kr.  Adams  re- 
turned an  answer,  an  extract  of  which  I  will 
read.  "  Gentlemen :  In  reoeiviog  this  testi- 
monial fimn  the  Representativea  of  the  people 
and  Statea  of  this  Tmion,  I  am  dewly  sensible 
to  the  circamstanoes  onder  which  it  has  been 
^ren.  All  mj  predeceeeorg  in  the  high  staUon 
to  which  the  &Tor  of  Hie  House  now  calls  me, 
have  been  honored  with  majorities  of  deotorai 
Toioee  in  their  primary  colf^^  It  has  been 
my  fortane  to  be  by  the  divisim  of  mtiment 
Itrerailing  among  oar  conntrnnen  on  this  ocoa- 
■kMS,  in  oompetitioiL  frieodiy  and  b(Hwnble, 
wtUi  three  <n  my  fiaUow-Mtizens,  all  insl^  en- 
JoyittK  in  nninent  degrees,  &e  pnbUc  Btvor, 
mi  m  whose  worth,  talents,  and  Bwrioes,  no 
one  entertains  a  hlj^er  and  more  respectful 
sense  than  myself.  The  names  of  two  of  them 
were,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  provlMons  of  the 
oonstitntion,  presented  to  the  election  of  the 
Honse,  in  concnrrence  with  my  own — names 
dosely  associated  with  the  glory  of  the  nation, 
and  one  of  them  fbrther  recommended  by  a 
larger  majority  of  the  primary  electoral  snf- 
frages  than  mine.  In  this  state  of  things,  oonld 
my  refiiaa]  to  acMept  tlie  troA  thns  delegated  to 
me  glTC  an  immedute  opportonity  to  the  people 
to  form  and  to  expresa,  with  a  nrarer  qiproaoh 
to  nnanimify,  the  objeot  of  thor  prefwenoe,  I 
■bonld  not  hesitate  to  decline  the  acoeptanoe  of 
this  eminent  charge,  and  to  sabmit  the  decision 
of  this  momentous  question  agfdn  to  their  de- 
termination. Bnt  the  oonstitntion  itself  has 
not  BO  disposed  of  the  contingency  which  wonid 
arise  in  event  of  my  refosal.  I  shall  therefore 
rep^  to  the  post  assigned  m&"  &o.  "Who, 
after  this,  among  the  Presidenrs  friends,  can 
c^MMe  the  resolntionst  They,  in  Cut,  ongfat 
to  have  been  the  very  men  to  have  offered 
them.  Hr.  C!hainnazL  the  gentleman,  from 
Virginia,  who  had  obt^ned  the  floor  yesterday, 
^lor  to^lay,)  having  now  made  lus  appearanoe 
m  the  HottM,  I  wi^  after  returning  my  thanks 
to  this  honorahle  committee,  for  then-  polite 
attentiim  to  the  flew  desoltoiy  remarks  wfdch  I 
liavt  offared,  in  my  own,  farmer-like,  cmde 
etyle,  nve  the  floor  to  that  honorable  member. 

Ttr.  W imu  was  followed  by  Mr,  Babboux,  of 
Tligioia,  on  the  same  ride,  who  spoke  till  half 
ast  3  o'clock,  when,  oomplaioiog  of  exhaustion, 
e  consented  to  yield  the  floor,  with  tbe  nnder- 
Btanding  that  he  would  complete  his  speech  on 
another  day.  Several  gentlemen  then  rose  to 
speak,  but  on  motion,  the  committee  roee,  and 
bad  leave  to  sit  again. 


Today,  Ibroh  24. 
Armorp  on  (he  WetUm  WaUn. 
The  resolution  o^red  yesterday  by  ICr. 
Jamxs  Johsboh,  of  Xentncky,  relative  to  a  enr- 
vey  for  a  national  annory,  was  takes  np; 
when 

Hr.  Jcnmov  reenmed,  and  oonoloded,  the 
remarka  in  which  he  was  proeeeding  yeaterd*^ 
whm  Uie  orden  M  tbe      were  caUed. 


B1TDXD1.T,  Uarch  S6. 
Pancma  Mmion, 

Hr.  UoLun,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reputed  a  bill  "making  appn^ria- 
ticms  for  oarrying  into  effect  the  appointment  of 
a  misnon  at  the  Oongrees  of  Panaoia; "  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  aa  the  state  d  the  UniuL 

Mr.  CnowsnraniiLn,  from  the  Oomnuttee  00 
For^gn  Relationa,  made  a  rapml  on  the  mee- 
sage  1^  tbe  Fnrident  of  the  United  States  of 
the  15th  inst,  in  relation  to  the  invitations 
^ven  to  the  United  States,  from  iho  RepobUea 
of  Colombia,  Central  Amwi^^  and  2fexioo^  to 
be  represented  at  the  Congress  about  to  be 
held  at  Panama. 

The  report  oondodes  with  a  recommendation 
to  adopt  the  following  resolution : 

**  Jtuolved,  Hut,  in  the  opinion  of  Ais  Hoose,  !t 
is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  foods  uecessuy  to 
enable  the  Freddent  of  the  United  Statea  to  srad 
Ministers  to  the  Congreas  of  Faoama." 

The  report  was  committed  to  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Uhiesd  BtaUt  and  Soutk  America. 

iSx.  WioEum  moved  the  following: 

JUttimd,  That  Uie  Conumttee  on  Formgn  Bda- 
tions  be  iDStmoted  to  inquire,  and  report  to  this 
House,  upon  what  antfaority,  if  any,  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Mexican  Republic,  in  his 
official  character,  declared  to  the  Ptenlpotentiary 
of  tlut  Government  that  "the  United  States  bavo 
pledged  themselves  net  to  permit  any  other  power 
than  Spain  to  interfere  either  with  their  (the  South 
American  Repnblios)  independence,  w  tern  of 
government ;  and  tut,  In  me  event  of  such  ao  aU 
tempt  being  made  by  the  powers  of  Enrop^^  we 
(tbe  United  States)  would  be  compelled  to  take  tbe 
most  efficient  and  active  part,  and  to  bear  the  bmnt 
of  the  contest." 

Mr.  WiosxiFFK  said  that  he  should  at  preeent 
do  no  more  than  explain  the  object  of  tbe 
reacdation  he  had  submitted :  he  wonld  do  it 
without  reference  to  any  question  before  tbe 
Hotise  touching  the  condition  of  the  South 
American  Bepnblics;  he  would  do  it  at  any 
other  time  as  readily  as  at  the  present ;  bnt  be 
thought  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people  were 
now  ealled  upon  to  say  whether  ench 
anfhority  bad  been  given  to  our  luniateis 
abroad,  and  if  it  had  not,  whether  it  ong^t  to 
be  given.  The  monhen  of  the  House  moat 
have  oheerved,  from  the  doooments  bud  00 
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tiwir  tabki,  that  our  IDniater  near  the  GoTorn- 
meot  of  Kexico  had  siud,  in  his  diplomatic  in- 
terconrao  with  that  GoTdnunent,  that  the  Gov- 
Mnmeot  of  the  United  StAtea  was  pledf^  to 
make  oominon  cause  with  that  BepnbUo  if  any 
other  power  than  Spain  ahonld  attempt  to  in- 
terfere in  the  question  of  its  independence. 
Hr.  W.  conMdereo  this  declaration  as  inTolTing 
a  qnestion  of  weighty  import  to  the  people  of 
the  Umted  States ;  and  Nr.  W.  said  tliat  he,  as 
one  of  that  people,  wished  that  qnestion  not  to 
be  dmsided  nrnni  before  the  aiuB  to  which  it 
alluded  dioiud  actually  arrive.  In  the  mean 
time  he  did  not  wish  that  the  declaration  of  an 
ofGoial  organ  of  this  GoTemmoit  tdioold  induce 
others  to  belieTB  that  snch  pledges  had  been 
given,  nnless  that  was  actually  the  fact  That 
ffoeh  an  minion  had  sone  abroad,  and  that  it 
was  held  by  some  of  the  Soath  American  Gov- 
emmente^  the  docnments  coDclnsdTely  proved. 
Doring  the  last  year  a  call  was  made  by  tiie 
Keziean  Government  upon  that  of  the  United 
States  to  be  prepared  to  redeem  its  pledge,  a 
French  fleet  having  then  reoentiy  entered  the 
"West  India  seas.   It  is  said,  by  others,  that  the 
dedaraticm  of  oar  Mioi^r  is  an  assurance  of 
the  cabinet  here.   H  such  Is  the  fact,  it  is  hi^ 
time  it  should  be  known  and  understood  In 
this  Montry.  The  oidy  antiitHity  f<nr  this  bu;- 

rion  with  which  he  was  aoqoainted,  Ifr. 
observed,  was  a  passage  in  a  message  of  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress ; 
but  ho  ^d  not  conceive  that  that  commnnica- 
tion  would  warrant  oar  Minister  to  say  that 
any  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  United  States. 
He  recollected  that,  at  the  same  session,  a  reso- 
Intion  was  Introdooed  by  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  this  Boose,  (now  no  longer  a  member,) 
which  seemed  to  respond  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  l^eeutive ;  bat  he  believed  the  resolution 
was  never  called  np  or  acted  upon  by  the  Gon- 
grcM  of  the  United  States.  If  there  existed  any 
other  eridttUM  of  sodk  a  pledge  aathat  referred 
to  hj  oar  ICnister  to  Mexico,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
was  im^i^rised  of  it,  and  he  should  like  that 
the  State  Department  should  let  tiie  House 
know  what  was  the  true  state  ofthe  case. 

Mr.  FoKSTTH  observed,  tbat  it  would  be  need- 
less for  the  gentleman  to  direct  his  resolution 
to  the  CtHumittee  on  Foreign  Belations,  as 
they  were  anabte  to  give  to  that  gentleman,  or 
to  the  House,  any  icdbrmation  on  this  subject, 
of  which  they  were  not  already  possessed.  It 
was  obTioas,  from  the  documents,  that  the  gen< 
tleman  alhided  to  has.  In  the  execution  of  his 
powers  as  a  Minister,  and  in  obe^nce  to  the 
UHtenetioiiB  given  to  him  by  his  Goremment, 
hdd  (^dal  luigaage  in  the  declarations  he 
made.  The  aathority  by  which  he  made  them 
k,  therefore,  that  of  the  President  of  the  tTuited 
gtata.  Ifr.  f  .  oonld  not  positively  say  that 
ourJfofeter  to  Mexloo  had  received  instruo- 
6m  to  me  these  particular  terms,  but  the 
luuter  mnat,  in  so,  certidnly  have 
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was  afterwards  sabmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  approved  by  him  undw  tlie  dueo* 
tion  of  the  I^eudent.  The  inquh^  would  be 
made  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
if  they  were  so  ordered :  but  it  could  lead  only 
to  one  result — that  the  Minister  used  the  lan- 
guage by  authority  of  the  President  Mr.  F. 
presumed  that  the  denre  of  the  gentieman  from 
Kentucky  wai^  that  an  inqmry  ^ould  be  m^e 
into  the  propriety  of  such  language,  and  of  the 
instructions  on  which  it  was  founded :  if  thai 
was  his  wish,  he  ought  to  make  the  language 
of  his  resolution  more  specific.  It  woidd 
thoa  cerfaunly  present  a  very  impulant  qnee- 
ti(m. 

Jti.  Wkbstkb  thought  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
one  which  deserved  more  condderation  than  ia 
usually  b^towed  npon  a  mere  call  for  informa- 
tion. Among  the  documents  submitted  by  the 
President  to  the  House,  was  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  near  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  in  which  be  detidls  a  conversa- 
tion which  had  taken  place  between  himself  and 
the  official  agents  of  that  Government,  in  which 
he  was  aigoing  in  favor  of  an  allowance  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States,  of  an  equality  u 
commerdal  privileges  with  the  States  of  South 
America,  and  in  which  the  agents  of  Mexioo 
were  reristin^  sndi  allowance,  and  insisting 
that  the  United  States  should  be,  in  these 
respects,  postponed  to  some  of  the  States  of 
the  South  American  continent  In  this  con- 
versation, it  appears  that  our  Minister  refeired 
to  an  opinion  commonly  entertained  in  the 
United  States,  as  to  the  interference  of  foreign 
powers  in  the  concerns  of  Mexico,  and  tj^e 
other  new  republics ;  eridentiy  referring  to  a 
celebrated  declaration  by  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  that  subject  He  used 
the  term  "  pledged,"  but  it  was  plain  that  its 
reference  was  mere^  to  thia  declaration.  If 
the  object  of  the  resolution  is  to  find  fitnlt  with 
the  conduct  of  this  Minister,  he  could  not, 
without  more  information,  concur  in  it ;  and  it 
seemed  scarcely  fair  to  infer,  that  he  was  in- 
Btracted  to  make  any  improper  declaration, 
unless  there  was  some  proo^  that  he  actaally 
was  so  instracted. 

But,  if  its  object  was  to  ascertain  whether 
such  instructions  had  been  given,  the  call 
should  be  made  on  the  Execntive.  Mr.  W. 
entirely  agreed  with  the  gentieman  from  Geor^ 
gia,  that  no  information,  in  mswer  to  this  in- 
quuy,  was  to  be  sou^t  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations.  He  had  no  objection  that  a 
call  ahould  be  made  for  the  instructions ;  but 
until  farther  inquiry,  he  thought  any  inference, 
unfavorable  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
our  Minister,  oagbt  not  to  be  indulged.  He, 
therefore,  was  induced  to  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution OQ  the  table ;  but,  having  made  the  mo- 
tion, he  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FoBSTTH,  who  explained  himself  as  hav- 
ing said,  only,  that  the  Committee  on  Fore^ 
sSaticHis  could  f^r9  the  House  no  infbrmation 
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tt  did  not  already  pawew  all  the  faota  were 

before  this  House. 

Hr,  WiOKLiFn  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts  was  greatlj  mbttUEen,  if  he 
suppofled  that  he  had  any  intention  to  find  £aalt 
wiUt  the  ccHidnct  of  the  distinguished  individual 
referred  to.  Hia  inexperience  in  l^islation 
might  haTe  prevented  him  from  so^^esdng  the 
beat  mode  of  obtaining  the  information  ;  but, 
he  had  oonolnded  that  the  Oommlttee  on  Foreign 
Eelationa,  being,  from  the  nature  ot  its  duties, 
In  intimate  oorrespondeooe  with  the  Departs 
meat  of  State,  might  readily  obtdn  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  acta,  without  putting  either  the 
House  or  the  Department  to  the  trouble  of  a 
oall  upon  the  Department  for  copies  of  instmo- 
tioQs,  If  such  a  oall  should  be  made,  per- 
ht^is  it  might  not  snit  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ^ve,  m  exieim,  the  instructions  g^ven 
to  our  Mmisters ;  or  if  they  should  be  given,  it 
might  be  under  an  injunction  of  secreciy — a 
mode  which  he  wished  ever  to  avoid. 

His  main  object  was  to  ^ect  the  attention 
o£  Oongress  aiid  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  the  qneatioiL  whether  any  such  pledge 
bad  been  authorized  by  our  Govermnent.  He 
waa  desirous  that  the  country  should  be  left 
free  to  act,  when  the  crina  rderred  to  should 
aotuaUy  arrive.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
language  of  our  Minister  waa  official ;  and  he 
had  observed,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  be  con- 
txadioted  or  questioned,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  was,  therefore,  forcibly  led  to  the 
inference,  that  the  language  of  our  Minister 
was  approved.  If  the  reeolution  was  to  be 
laid  on  the  table,  Mr.  W.  presumed  he  dionld 
be  permitted  to  oall  it  19,  and  modify  tt,  at  a 
Aiture  m<nneat. 

l£r.  BnoHAVAH  said  he  waa  glad  the  gentie- 
maa  from  Kentucky  had  brought  titis  subject 
befbre  the  Ebnue.  Upon  reading  the  docu- 
ments which  aooompfmied  the  Pr^dent'a  Mea- 
aa^  on  the  sntgect  of  the  mission  to  Panama, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  oonfese  I  felt  alarmed  at  the 
declaration  of  our  Minister  to  Mexico.  I  am 
well  aoquaiuted  both  with  the  intelligence  and 
the  pradence  of  that  gentlemao,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  my  belief  this  declaration  was  not  made 
without  authority.  This  belief  is  strengthened 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  documents,  that  the  Secretary 
ot  State  has  never  cUsarowed,  or  even  disap- 
prored,  the  oonduot  of  that  Minister.  Under 
these  droamstanoea  the  avowal  <rf  the  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  Goremment^  which  Mr.  Pom- 
sett  has  made,  is  well  calculated  to  alarm  the 
fears  and  the  Jedonay  of  the  peoplo  ct  the 
United  States. 

Under  what  circumstances  was  tlua  pledge 
arowed,  and  what  was  the  rdative  situation  of 
tiie  two  countries  I  Our  Minister  was  negotiat-' 
ins  a  commercial  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  tike 
had  reftised,  in  the  most  po^ive  terms,  to 
mnt  to  the  United  States  a  privilege  whibh 
afae  had  extended  to  the  South  Amerioan.Be- 
publica.  Upon  this  oocauon,  he  claimed  for  as, 


as  a  matter  of  right,  all  the  privil^es  whidt 
had  been  granted  to  them;  and  declared,  as 
the  foundaticn  of  this  demand,  that  we  stood 
pledged  to  protect  them  aeainst  any  attack 
which  might  be  made  upon  weir  independence 
by  any  Eurc^an  naticm  exo^t  Spain ;  and  in 
that  event,  we  should  be  bcnmd  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  contest 

Now,  sir,  if  Mexico  should  be  indnoed,  by 
this  positive  declaration,  to  grant  us  oommer- 
oial  privileges,  which  m»  would  not  othwwiae 
have  granted,  I  adc  if  we  are  not  bound,  in 
honor  and  in  good  fUth,  to  carry  it  into  efiieistt 
The  enn^sdona  used  by  our  Minister,  were  not 
mere  idle  diplomatic  phrases.  They  were  used 
for  tiie  purpose  of  obtaining  commercial  advan- 
tages; and  were  the  basis  upon  which  those 
advantages  were  to  rest.  They  were  held  out 
as  the  consideration — aa  the  inducement,  to 
that  Government;  and  it  is  furly  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  documents,  that  they  reomved 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It 
is  time,  tiien,  the  American  people  should  in- 
quire, and  sJioold  distinctly  ku>w,  whetiier 
una  declaration  was  anthori»d  by  the  Ezeoa- 
tive  branch  of  the  Qovemment 

Mr.  B.  aaSA  tt  waa  not  hie  intention,  at  tliia 
time,  to  bring  into  dismuaion,  even  indirectly, 
the  Mission  to  Panama.  Upon  that  important 
subject  he  would  then  express  no  opinion.  He 
wished  to  know  precisely,  whether  Mr.  Poin- 
sett had  exceeded  his  instructions  or  not  He 
believed  this  knowledge  was  all  important  If 
the  Executive  had  determined  to  abandon  the 
course  of  policy  which  had  been  heretofore 
pursued,  and  to  enter  Into  entangling  alliances 
with  any  nation,  the  people  should  be  informed 
of  this  determination.  If  such  were  not  the 
intention,  ia  it  honoral^ ;  ia  it  cwuiBtent  with 
our  nflticmal  character;  ia  it  not  a  vidatimi  of 
the  pnblio  fUth,  to  hold  out  a  i^edge,  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  Mwdoo,  and  Uien,  aSiec 
we  shall  have  obtiUned  the  privileges  which  we 
desired,  to  mock  at  their  calamity  in  the  dny 
of  danger?  Our  intercourse  wltii  all  nations 
should  rest  upon  principles  of  justice.  What 
would  the  Government  of  Mexico  think  of  as, 
what  would  they  have  a  right  to  think,  if  car 
Minister  should  hold  one  language  to-day,  and, 
after  we  had  obtained  from  l^em  wh^  we 
wanted,  we  should  disclaim  his  authority  to- 
morrow i  In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  subject  was  well  woruy  oi  in- 
qwj. 

itc.  OooE  add  that,  on  consulting  the  dooa> 
ments,  he  perceived  that  the  genueman  had 
foUen  into  a  surprising  mistake,  in  the  infer- 
ence that  the  language  of  our  Mimstor  bad 
been  reported  to  the  Department,  and  approT- 
ed.  If  gentlemen  would  compare  the  dates 
the  Minister's  letter,  and  that  of  the  SecretaiT 
of  StatOj  they  would  find  that  the  Secretary  a 
letter  is  in  reply  to  a  previous  commmii cation  of 
the  Miniater,  and  that  that  which  oont^na  tUs 
languase,  waa  not  reoeired  when  the  Secretary 
wrote  his  last  de^atoh.  As  to  the  pledge  re- 
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ferred  to,  it  eoold  mean  noting  more  than  the ' 
dediration  of  Presddent  Monroe.  Whaterer 
^ed^  had  been  given  by  the  United  States  to 
wzuMs  mnst,  ta  oonrae,  have  been  alreadr 
fcnown  to  Vexioo,  or  to  ite  OoTemment ;  Buch 
t  riedge  was  not  tlien  broiigfat  to  its  knowl- 
edge; for  the  Hinister  speaks  of  it  as  one 
ili^ady  given.  The  plain  meaDing  was,  a 
reference  to  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
deot — a  declaradoD,  hailed  thronghoat  this 
eonntrv,  with,  perhaps,  an  imprndent  enthnsi- 
asm.  Mr.  G.  bad  no  objection  to  the  inquiry 
proposed,  bnt  had  risen,  merely,  to  rescne  the 
coMuct  of  the  Secretary  of  State  from  a  mis- 
tpprehension. 

Mr.  HocsToa  rose  to  address  the  House; 
bot,  the  honr  allotted  to  resolotions  ha^ng  ex- 
pired, Uie  Speaker  arrested  the  discosrion. 

MamaeJumm  Militia  Claim*. 

Ifr.  HoTTSTOH  moved  to  postpone  all  the 
orders  of  the  dwr*  whidi  precede  the  bill 
making  provision  for  alio  wing  oompensation  to 
file  State  of  Hassachnsetts,  for  milma  services, 
rendered  during  the  late  war. 

Tbe  motion  prevuledj  and  the  Hoase  accord- 
ing MuA  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
BroHA»v  in  the  chair,  on  that  sabject 

Mr.  HAMH.TON  opened  the  debate,  m  a  speech 
which  occupied  aboat  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

He  first  stated  distinctlj  the  principles  on 
which  the  militia  claims  of  Massachusetts  were 
to  be  adjusted,  in  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  C<Hnmittee  on  Military  Affairs,  which  he 
had  been  instructed  to  make;  which  report 
provides: 

Fir^.  That  the  elums  of  Kaaucfassetts,  for  all 
Mililia  services,  rendered  during  the  late  war,  afaould 
be  aadited  and  paid,  were  afforded  in  oompliance 
with  feqoUUons  of  an  fdleer  of  the  GoTemment  of 
tte  Tidted  States. 

BiamtBy.  That  all  serrices  rendered  by  the  Hili- 
tia  of  the  State,  at  the  request  and  suggestion  of  an 
9Bk*t  of  the  General  GoTemment,  if  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  sud  State. 

TMnffy.  For  all  services  rendered  by  the  Uilitia 
•f  the  State,  without  such  request  or  snm;estioii, 
bvt  to  rmel  actual  invasion,  or,  under  a  w^found- 
ed  apprehenaon  of  invasion,  proiided  the  number 
of  the  troops  called  oat  or  employed,  vers  in  due 
proportiim  to  the  exigency,  and  were  not  tptafi&iUy 
whUwId  from  an  officer  of  the  Government  author- 
bed  to  apply  for  tbe  command  <tf  the  same. 

lb.  HuciLTOir  then  applied  to  these  prind- 
riiee  &e  rights  of  a  common  defence,  which 
Maaaachnsetts  had,  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
C<H>stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  went  to 
ahow  that  the  nnjnstifiable  prindples  of  con* 
stmction  which  the  State  of  Hassacbusetts  had 
set  cp,  in  the  opinion  of  her  own  authorities, 
did  not  affect  the  question,  as  presented  by  the 
report  of  the  Gommittee  on  JkCilitarr  AfOurs. 
He  Idd  down  the  principle,  that  the  mere 
amnrd  of  an  abstract  opinion,  by  the  onthori- 
tiei  of  >  State,  oo^t  not  to  deprive  Its  people 
of  reonmerataoci  for  services  rendered,  where 
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in  point  of  fact,  this  <^inion  could  be  proved 
to  nave  had  no  effect  upon  the  charaeter,  use* 
fblness,  or  patriotism  of  the  services  bo  reiH 
dered. 

Mr.  H.  then  gave  a  brief  historical  aeoonnt 

of  the  services  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts; 
and  applied  the  facts,  growing  out  of  these 
services,  to  the  principles  of  adjustment  which 
the  committee  had  reported. 

He  then  appealed  to  the  justice  and  good 
foetings  of  the  House,  to  fix  on  some  principles 
of  accommodation  and  adjustment,  by  whidi 
this  qnestion,  which  was  the  fruitful  source  of 
so  much  excitement  and  agitation  in  Massachu- 
setts, might  be  settled  forever :  that  this  waa 
one  of  the  most  holy  uid  acceptable  offices 
which  the  General  Government  oould  render 
to  a  member  of  this  Gonfederaciy :  and  dw^ 
with  great  earnestness  on  the  common  ohari^ 
which  the  States  ought  to  display  to  ea(» 
other,  on  those  occasions  of  irritation  and  con- 
flict, growing  out  of  those  jealousies  of  State 
power,  that  would  occasionally  arise,  which 
were  only  perpetuated  by  unnecessary  hostili- 
ties^ reproach,  and  rebuke :  and  concluded  by 
saying,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiiurs 
considered  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment sufficiently  vindicated  and  upheld,  in  the 
bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  in  question, 
then  under  consideration,  hy  restricting  tiia 
settlement  to  the  class  of  cases  enomerated,  and ' 
by  withholding  payment  in  all  other  cases, 
where,  in  point  of  fact,  the  unconstitntiTOiai 
opinions  of  the  State  authorities  of  Massachu- 
setts, as  to  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia  of  the  States,  had,  qpedfi- 
cally,  operaticn  and  effect. 

Mr.  Davis  then  addressed  the  committee : 

The  subject  brought  under  consideration  by 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,) 
is  one  in  which  the  State  of  Massachusetts  u 
deeply  interested;  and  If  I  were  not  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  it  to  a  just  issue,  I  should  feel 
my  constituents  would  deem  it  a  censurabl^ 
omission  of  duty. 

In  order  that  the  qnestion  which  arises  ont 
of  this  «laim  may  he  fliUy  (xnnprehended,  I 
shall  briefly  notice  the  history  of  the  transao- 
tiona  connected  with  it  Eleven  years  hava 
now  passed  away  since  tlie  events  of  whloh  I 
am  about  to  spe^  occurred ;  and  if  passion  or 
prejudice  has  ever  mingled  with  the  feelings  of 
any  one,  in  forming  opinions  in  relation  to 
them,  time  sufficient  has  now  gone  by  to  re- 
store a  cool  deliberate  judgment,  and  to  enable 
us  to  look  npon  them  with  the  same  candor  as 
upon  more  remote  events  of  history. 

In  April,  1812,  Congress  passed  a  law  requir- 
ing the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  de- 
taO,  organize,  and  hold  in  readmesa,  to  he  called 
into  the  service  of  the  TTiuted  Btatttk  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  100,000  militia.  The  quota 
asugned  to  MassachoBettB  wu  abont  10,000^ 
and  the  Ezecntive  was  required  to  organize 
the  inen,  when  detached,  according  to  law,  and 
to  ^>point  a  fall  o<»npl6ment  of  cfflcera  to  the 

Digiiized  by  Google 


Mamachutettt  Miiitia  Clam*. 


62 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THB 


H.  OF  B.] 

oommand.  TLU  order  or  lav  was  executed  by 
detaohii^  and  oi^flnizliw  the  tztx^  into  three 
cU^onB  and  iix  briga&s.  Another  meaanre 

ftdopted,  as  preparatory,  was  a  division  of  the 
United  States  into  military  districts,  with  an 
officer  of  high  rank,  in  the  commission  of  the 
TTnited  States,  to  command  each  district.  I 
Bay  to  command  the  district,  because  it  appears 
by  the  documents  on  your  table,  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  place 
nnder  the  command  of  the  officer  of  district 
number  one,  within  the  territory  of  which  was 
Uassaohusetts,  any  considerable  number  of 
regular  troops.  This  officer  was  invested  with 
a  kind  of  pro-oonsular  power,  having  entrusted 
to  him  not  only  the  care  and  snpervision  of 
notary  affairs  in  the  i^rict,  but  an  authority 
to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  the 
troops  detached  nnder  the  law  of  April,  1812. 

It  was  made  known  to  the  Executive,  on 
the  12th  Jnne,  1812,  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  General  Dearborn,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  district,  was  invested  witJi  this  author- 
fty,  and  the  £xeculdve  was  required  to  order 
the  detached  quota  of  men  into  the  public  ser- 
vice upon  the  call  of  General  Dearborn.  On 
the  I6th  of  June,  war  was  declared  against 
Oreat  Britain,  and,  on  the  23d  of  that  numth, 
Oenwal  D.  asked  for  for^HUie  «mpanie$  m 
this  detached  ndlida  to  enter  the  pubUo  ser- 
^ce.  The  Governor  deotined  ezeoating  the 
order,  and  from  this  arose  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  Executive  of  the  State  and  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  this  difference  of 
opinion  is  to  be  referred  almost  all  the  difficul- 
ties and  almost  all  the  controversy  between 
the  two  Governments  relative  to  the  allowance 
of  these  olums.  It  becomes,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  examine  with  some  care  the  course  of 
proceeding  on  the  one  side  and  the  other,  and 
the  reasons  by  which  the  parties  at  issue  were 
governed.  I  shall  do  Uttle  more  than  state  the 
points  which  have  been  made,  without  at- 
tempting to  enter  mnoh  into  a  discnssion  of 
them.  To  a  compliance  with  this  call,  two  ob- 
jections have  been  urged,  one  to  the  fom  of 
the  call,  the  other  to  the  occasion  of  it  I  will 
briefly  examine  them  separatdy. 

The  call  was  for  /ortp-on«  eompaniei  of  a 
body  of  men  already  detached  and  fully  argctj^ 
ized,  by  a  special  act  of  Congress,  and  by  order 
of  the  War  Department,  into  companies,  bat- 
talions, regiments,  brigade  and  divi^ons; 
md  the  full  complement  of  officers  appointed 
thereto,  by  the  constitutional  anthoritiea  of  the 
State.  The  troops  thiu  organized  oonstitnted 
^ree  dividons. 

The  reqnidtion  was  for  forty-one  companies, 
and  the  ntehest  officer  to  be  taken  into  the 
service  of  tine  United  States,  was  a  lieutenant- 
Colonel,  although  forty-one  companies  consti- 
tuted about  one-third  of  the  corps,  or  a  Major- 
General's  command.  If  therefore,  this  order 
had  been  executed,  a  Major-General's  com- 
mand would  have  entered  the  public  service, 
vlth  a  Lientenant-Oolonel  at  its  head,  and  all 
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the  superior  offions  (tf  a  dividra,  detached  and 
^pointed  to  the  command  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gresa,  would  have  been  deprived  of  their  men, 
and  their  men  of  them ;  or,  if  they  had  been 
drawn  from  all  the  three  divisions,  the  effect 
would  have  been  the  same :  for  it  would  have 
reduced  each  division  and  brigade  below  the 
command  of  its  officer.  The  question  which 
here  arises,  is,  whether  the  United  States  can 
draw  the  militia  of  a  State  into  the  public  ser^ 
vice,  without  its  officers!  The  constitution, 
after  declaring  that  Gongr^  has  power  to 
provide,  in  certain  cases,  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  and  to  provide  for  organiang,  anniag, 
and  disciplining  them,  declares,  expressly,  that 
the  appombnent  of  the  officers  is  reserved  to 
the  States.  In  affirmance  of  this  principle,  the 
law  of  Oongress,  under  which  this  detachment 
was  made,  directs  that  the  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
respective  States.  These  officers  were  tiiere- 
fore  rightfully  appointed,  as  they  were  ap- 
pointed according  to  the  constitution,  and  the 
concurrent  provisions  of  the  law  under  both 
Governments.  By  what  authority  could  they 
be  separated  from  their  troops  t  The  right  of 
militia  to  be  commanded  by  their  own  officers 
has  never,  to  my  knowledge^  been  denied,  nor 
has  it  ever  been  oAntendef  unless  this  reqnlsi- 
tion  is  proof  of  it,  that  omeers  of  the  militta 
could  be  removed  from  their  command,  to  pre 
place  to  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
mutual  rights  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
militia  tobe  united  in  public  service,  seems  too 
obvious  to  require  the  ud  of  ai^^ument.  How, 
then,  could  these  troops,  amounting  in  number, 
and  by  organizalion,  to  a  HiLjor-General's  com- 
mand, be  drawn  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out their  officers,  eapetnally  when  those  officers 
had  been  assigned  to  their  re^>ective  com- 
mands by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Y 
The  only  answer  I  have  beard  ^ven,  is,  that 
they  were  to  be  distributed  upon  the  sea  ooasL 
to  perform  garrison  duty  in  the  forts— and 
were  to  pass  under  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  command  of  those  forts,  who  wonld  hav* 
been  outranked,  if  the  complement  of  officers 
for  a  division  had  been  taken  into  the  servioe. 

Is  this  a  sufficient  reason  for  dismissing  from 
their  command  officers  appointed  nnder  the 
constitution,  and  detached  and  assigned  by  a 
special  law  of  Congress  to  the  command  ?  Will 
this  justify  a  separation  of  officers  and  men, 
and  is  it  no  violation  of  an  acknowledged  oon- 
stitntional  right  1  If  regimental,  brig^e,  and 
diviuon  officers  were  not  necessary  for  the 
service,  and  were  not  intended  to  be  taken  Into 
it,  why  were  they  detached  f  If  the  men  wez« 
to  be  eaUed  oat  by  companiet^  and  their  organi- 
zation into  laiver  bodies  could  be  disr^araed, 
why  was  the  Execntive  required,  both^  law, 
and  tite  order  d  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
ornnize  them  into  battalions,  regimenta,  bri- 
gades, anddivinons?  Why,  if  it  was  competent 
for  an  officer  of  the  United  States  to  make  a 
,  call  for  a  large  body  of  troops,  by  oompasiee^ 
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were  not  the  10,000  men  detached  and  orgaji- 
hed  without  a  biglier  tluu  a  company  <^Boer  ? 

Hie  ol^eotion  to  the  reqmntion  for 
fortjr-one  companies,  is,  that  no  oonatitntional 
emergency  existed  at  the  time  of  the  call,  which 
jostified  it.  This  groand  of  objection  was 
taken  hj  the  Executive  of  the  State,  and  haa 
been  a  principal  scarce  of  controverey  and 
conflict  <yt  opinion  in  relation  to  this  claim.  I 
will  also  state  the  reasons,  as  I  have  understood 
tfaem,  npon  which  this  opinion  rested.  The 
eonstitation  declares  that  "  The  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  snp- 
preu  tamireetiooa,^  and  repel  invasions."  It 
Is  manifest,  from  this  language,  that  the  power 
confided  to  the  United  States  over  the  militia, 
is  limited  to  the  three  exigenoiea  mentioned  in 
the  eonstitation :  and  that  one  or  the  other  of 
them  most  happen  before  the  rirht  of  calling 
the  militia  into  service  exists ;  and  so  Congress 
seem  to  have  considered  it.  In  1706,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  Congress  passed  a  law 
providing  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws,  when  disobeyedj  to  suppress  in- 
torrectaona,  and  to  repel  invasions.  Provision 
was  also  made  for  ouling  them  forth  in  cases 
of  imminent  danger  <^  Tavarion.  A  greater 
power  than  tiits  haa  not  been  claimed  by  Con- 
greas  in  ai^  law  that  has  ever  been  passed 
upon  this  snbjeot.  Beceiviog,  then,  the  law  of 
*9o  as  the  tme  expositicm  of  constitutional 
power,  I  shall  ask  uie  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  state  of  facts  as  they  existed  at 
the  time  General  Dearborn  made  his  requisi- 
tion, and  they  wUl  show  the  reasons  by  which 
the  £zecntive  was  inflaen(«d  In  his  decision. 
The  troops  were  not  demanded  to  execute  the 
laws:  for  they  were  not  disobeyed.  They 
were  not  demanded  to  suppress  insurrections : 
for  none  existed.  But  they  were  avowedly 
demanded  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  war, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  there  was  any 
invadmi  or  imminent  danger  of  invauon. 
Tbere  vaa  no  Invarion;  for  no  enemy  was 
within  onr  territtnT'.  Bnt  imminent  danger  of 
invadm  might  exist;  and  the  inqniry  arose, 
both  as  to  what  imminent  dai^r  of  mvasion 
was,  and  as  to  its  existence  at  tiiat  period^ 
wlueh  was  foor  days  snbsequent  to  the  declarsk 
tioa  of  war.  It  was  nrsed  that  imminent  dan- 
ger could  not  be  that  wbioh  is  remote  and  un- 
known, bnt  that  which  exposes  us  to  obvious 
hazard — that  which  is  apparent  and  threaten- 
ing, or,  as  the  word  immwimt  implies,  banging 
over  osf 

If  a  dedaration  of  war  alone  should  justify 
calling  out  tfae  militte  into  pnblio  service,  then 
wosldf  it  be  in  tfae  power  of  the  United  States 
to  eaavert  the  militia  at  onee  into  a  standing 
army,  an^  to  hold  every  man  Uable  to  do 
dnty  in  tiie  service  dnriog  the  oontinnance  of  a 
war,  if  it  were,  like  the  late  wars  in  Europe, 
^otoaoted  for  twenty-five  years.  A  power  like 
tfai^  exertiiig  Itself  upon  the  popnlatioa  of  this 
eooQ try,  woold  too  much  resemble  the  o\^eo- 


tionable  and  arUtrary  oonsoiiptlTe  system  of 
France. 

This  brings  me  to  inqnire  what  tiie  ExeoutiTe 
of  the  State  did,  in  view  of  this  state  of  things. 
Be  declined  executing  the  order  of  General 
Dearborn,  because  he  considered  he  had  oo 
power  to  do  otherwise.  He  considered  hia 
power  as  limited,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  ex- 
istence of  some  of  the  exigencies  mentioned  ia 
that  instrument ;  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  any  of  them,  he  con- 
sidered that  he  could  not  execute  the  order,  be- 
cause, in  this  country,  no  anthority  but  the  laws 
is  known  or  acknowledged.  Hence,  it  waa 
thonj^t  that  the  ExecutiTe  coold  not  execnte 
the  order  of  General  Dearborn,  as  it  did  not  rest 
upon  constitutional  power,  and  thwefore,  car- 
ried with  it  no  obligation  of  obedience. 

Having  now  explained  the  reasons  by  whi(^ 
the  Executive  was  influenced,  as  I  have  under- 
stood them,  perhaps  inoorrectly,  but  not  inten- 
tionally so,  I  shall  leave  them  to  the  oonnderation 
of  the  committee,  and  inqnire  how  far  the 
United  States  were  neoenarily  afESaoted  by  Ub 
decision. 

By  the  law  of  *96,  which  oontidns  the 
general  provinons  for  calling  the  militia  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  President 
is  authorized,  for  that  purpose,  to  issue  hli 
order  to  an  officer  or  officwa  of  the  miUtaa.  By 
the  act  of  April,  1813,  nnder  whidi  the  t«i 
tboasand  men  were  detached,  the  provisions  for 
calling  this  detachmeat  into  actual  service,  are 
the  sanje  as  I  understand  them.  The  President 
had,  therefore,  power  to  issue  his  order  to  any 
officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  thus  detached ; 
but,  as  the  Governor  was  not  a  detached  officer, 
it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  he  could  issue 
an  Older  to  him,  even  in  his  military  capacity, 
for  these  troops;  bnt  admitting,  for  the  purpose 
of  argument,  that  he  had  this  right,  he  also  had 
the  right  of  issuing  it  to  any  or  all  the  officers 
detached,  so  that  the  Governor's  ne^eot  to 
obey,  did  not,  or  could  not,  affect  the  power  of 
the  United  States  over  the  troops,  if  a  oonsti- 
tutiona]  exigency  for  calling  thraa  into  servioe 
existed.  If;  therefore,  the  officer  of  the  United 
States  making  this  order,  felt  a  confidence  that 
a  period  had  arrived,  which  gave  to  him  con- 
stitutional power  to  call  for  troops,  he  need  not 
have  stopped,  upon  the  Governor's  refVisal,  but 
might  have  drawn  them  into  servioe  agunst  his 
judgment;  for  the  right  to  the  troops,  and  the 
power  of  ordering  them  into  service,  does  not 
appear  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Governor. 

Before  leaving  this  port  of  the  sabjeot,  I  will 
mention  one  more  fact,  which  seems  to  have 
some  connection  with  ic  While  the  Crovernor 
declined  executing  the  order  for  the  forty-opK 
companies,  he,  about  the  same  time,  detadied  a 
Moor's  command  of  three  companies,  and,  at 
the  request  of  General  Dearborn,  had  them 
mnstered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  that  borders  npon 
New  Brunswick;  not  because  there  was  invar- 
don,  or  danger  <a  invauon,  fox  the  Governor  of 
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NoTa  Sootia  had  uBoed  Ha  proelaination  for- 
bidding an  Incnnlons  upon  onr  tenitor7 ;  bnt 
•vil-diflpofied  persons  had  coUeoted  diere,  and, 
taking  advantage  of  the  belligerent  state  of  the 
two  oonotriea,  manifested  a  disposiUon  to 
plunder  the  InhaMtants,  and  he  thought  it  bat 
fast  that  thej  shoald  have  a  more  efficient  pro- 
teotion  than  the  ciril  authorities  oonld  yield. 

In  this  oonditiou  afiairs  remained  for  nearly 
two  years,  when  a  peace  was  ratified  between 
Ute  belligerent  nations  of  Europe,  which  left 
the  army  and  navy  of  oar  eaenoy  idle,  and  at 
liberty  to  be  employed  against  this  country. 
As  m^ht  have  been  exposed,  he  projected  a 
«yitem  of  <^>erati<nu  for  the  oampa^n  (tf  1814^ 
Buve  vigonniB  and  eztendre  t^an  tfnDM  of  the 
preceding  years. 

Early  in  the  campaign  of  1614,  tills  enemy 
commenced  his  operatioos  by  blockading  our 
and  intercepting  our  oommeroe.  He  soon 
to  destroy  sbippiog,  wherever  it  fell  into 
bis  hands,  either  by  capture,  or  by  catting  it 
out  of  undefended  porta.  In  Jnne  he  lauded  at 
Saco,  in  Maine,  and  destroyed  some  private 
I>rDperty.  As  his  strength  was  from  time  to 
time  increased,  he  grew  more  daring,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  Jnly  and  Atmnt,  kept  the 
whole  coast  in  a  state  of  great  siwrm  ood  trc^- 
dation,  by  constant  attempts  to  land  and  oom- 
mit  depredattona,  wberevw  the  ooaat  was  nnde- 
ftnded.  To  meet  Uiese  <^ratioiifl^  and  to  qniet 
apprehension  wherever  there  was  oanse  foe 
UUTO,  gnards  were  plaoad  along  fiw  coast,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  UiliUa  were 
turned  out  to  defend  the  passes  to  ihe  Navy 
Yard  at  Portsmonth,  New  Hampshire,  and  also 
to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Oharieetown.  Orders  were 
also  laened  to  the  commanders  of  militia,  if  any 
part  of  the  conntry  was  invaded,  or  threatened 
with  invauon,  not  to  wait  for  oraers  from  any 
MM,  bat  to  torn  oaL  and  meet  and  repel  the 
Cm.  Ja  Jidy,  General  Dearborn  asked  for  1,100 
aaen,  to  strengthra  the  fbrtifioatione^  and  they 
were,  by  wder  of  the  Governor,  moBtered  into 
Hm  service  of  the  United  States.  On  the  last 
«f  Angnst  or  first  of  September,  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  Peninsula  of  Oastine,  in  Pe- 
Bobeoot  Bay.  This,  together  with  his  snooess 
in  other  parts  of  the  oonntry,  excited  great  ap- 
^diensionafor  the  safety  of  the  shipping  and  the 
towQSL  The  inhabitants  were  pressing  iu  their 
calls  Cor  farther  protection ;  and  on  the  9d  of 
Beptember  large  bodies  of  troops,  under  the  dia- 
eretionary  orders  of  the  Gbvemor,  previously 
|dven  to  military  commanders,  were  marched  to 
tte  deftooe  of  Portland,  Eennebeok,  Wisoaaset, 
and  other  plaoes  in  Maine.  On  the  6th  of  that 
month,  the  Govenior  renewed  his  order  to  the 
whole  militia  of  the  Commonwealth,  reqniring 
(Bern  to  hold  themselvea  in  readiness  to  march  at 
a  moment's  wamiog^  to  defend  the  State.  He 
also,  by  the  same  (vder,  assembled  nearly  4^000 
militia  for  the  defence  of  Boston.  On  Uie  17th 
of  this  month  he  plaoed  1,300  militia  under 
General  Dearborn,  to  strengthen  the  forts  in 
Ibe  harbor  of  Boatoo.  This  state  <tf  akrm,  of 
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anxiety,  and  danger,  oratimud  as  long  as  0» 
weather  permitted  the  «iamy  to  remun  with 
safety  mi  the  ooast  He  pressed  the  war  with 
fdl  me  vigor  in  bis  power,  cnttins  oat,  bumii^^ 
and  destroying  diipping  and  other  prop«-^ ; 
cannonading  towns,  threatening  the  destmodon 
of  the  salt  works;  attempt^  duly  to  invade 
and  dishonor  the  territory.  The  claim,  Mr, 
under  consideration,  asks  reimbarsement  for 
money  advanced  by  the  State  to  pay  either  for 
spontaneoDs  services,  rendered  without  spedal 
orders  from  any  one,  to  protect  the  soil,  prap^ 
erty,  and  persona  of  the  inhabitants^  ftim  in* 
vaders ;  or  for  servioes  <^  Uln  character,  per- 
formed onder  the  anthori^  cf  the  State.  Ser- 
vices sach  as  have  been  allowed  to  other  Statea. 

This  brings  me  to  inquire  why  this  claim  haa 
not  been  a^Josted  ? 

It  is  not  because  it  was  not  presented,  and 
pressed  with  all  becoming  zeal,  upon  the  coa- 
uderation  of  this  Gtovemment,  soon  after  the 
war.  It  is  not  becaose  the  services  have  not 
been  rendered  and  paid  for  by  the  State.  It  ia 
not  beoanse  those  servioes  were  not  beneficial, 
and  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  oountty:  for,  of 
all  these  points  i  there  is  most  unqaestionaUe 
proo£  Bat  because  Uiere  was  a  ooostitatioDal 
tUffieuUy.  It  waa  alleged  1^  tiie  Dcwtment| 
that,  in  the  early  part  «the  war,  thefzeontiTe 
oi  the  State  had  assnmed  groundsi  in  relati<m  to 
the  constitutional  antiiority  of  titelTnited  States 
over  the  militia,  so  repugnant  to  the  true  inter- 
pretatirai  of  that  iostrument,  and  so  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the  claim  ooold 
not  be  allowed. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  opinions  of 
an  officer  of  the  State  could  not  be  made  to  bear 
upon  the  daim,  so  as  to  affect  the  ri^t  to  reim- 
bursement :  that  tlie  State  is  not  responsible  foir 
the  i>piniona  of  its  officers,  whether  right  or 
WTOO^  so  as  to  be  liable  to  fine  or  punishment ; 
and  that  the  OoLy  inqoiry  was,  whether  the  aov 
vices  were  rendered  In  deCnioe  of  the  ooontiy, 
and,  if  so,  and  found  to  be  necessary,  they  Ofune 
within  the  rules  adopted  in  allowanoes  to  other 
States. 

To  this  it  was  r^oined,  that  the  eonstitational 
difficulty  tainted  and  rendered  void  the  whole 
claim,  so  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ooold 
not  be  let  in  opon  a  footing  with  other  Statea. 
In  this  manner  the  claim  rested ;  the  agents 
the  State  constantly  soliciting  the  attention 
the  officers  of  the  Government  to  it,  and  the  ch- 
eers of  the  Government  as  ccmstantty  declining  to 
do  any  thing  about  it^  until  1688,  when  the  Pre*> 
ident  was  prevailed  upon  to  direct  that  a  por- 
titm  of  it  ahonld  be  examined.  It  was,  therefore^ 
committed  to  hi  Anditor,  who  reported  i^on  It, 
and  upon  the  evidenoe  by  whldi  it  was  sastabiod. 

The  Prerident,  after  giving,  as  he  sayi,  great 
c<ni8ideration  to  this  reixMrt,  and  seeing  the  nn* 
equivocal  proofi  by  which  the  daim  was  anp- 
ported,  declared,  in  a  message  to  Oongresa,  hia 
entire  oonviotion  that  the  services  were  ukhi- 
taneona,  patriotic,  and  necessary  to  the  dewnoa 
a£  the  ooentryi  and  ooght  to  be  allowed.  This 
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gurtfaMot  be  haa  mpMted,  most  dtstinotlj  and 
most  earnestly,  three  tnxraa,  in  u  muy  menageB 
to  tbit  Kmw.  It  has  been  reiterated  by  aa 
nsBj  oommitteea  of  this  House ;  bnt  stUl  the 
■oMeet  has  noTer  beoi  acted  npon  by  Oongreis ; 
and  this  aoeomita  for  the  dday. 

Before  I  proceed  to  ooonder  more  partien- 
liriy  the  wej^t  of  this  oonstito^oal  dimoalty, 
I  viU  reonr  again  to  the  traDsaotions  of  1614; 
and,  in  oonnecttMi  with  thwn,  ask  the  atteotioD 
ot  the  eommittee  to  one  or  two  Cuts  to  which 
J  hsTv  not  adverted ;  not  that  I  eoundn-  them 
as  tibadag  thia  daiin,  hot  that  I  wish  to  pass 
over  nothing  which,  bj  any  one,  can  be  deemed 
bnportanlL  In  Jane,  of  tbat  year,  tnxmo  were 
oraend  out  to  defend  the  Navy  Tarda  at  Char]e»- 
tovn  and  Fortamoath ;  in  Joly,  eleven  hundred 
men  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  to  atreiqrtheo  the  forts:  in  the 
mme  month,  cvders  were  issued  to  liie  officers 
of  miliUa,  to  meet  threatened,  and  to  repel  ao- 
tual  invasioo,  witiiont  waiting  for  orders  from 
any  one.  On  the  6th  of  September,  orders  were 
Hsned  to  cail  into  the  aerrioe  about  four  thou- 
sand men,  for  the  defenoe  of  Boston,  and  the 
wbcto  BuBtia  were  oommanded  to  hold  them- 
advea  in  nadineea  to  enter  tbe  serrloe  at  a 
momoit^  waning.  OnUiel7th<tf  S^tembw, 
twein  luudnd  men  were  mortered  into  the 
■erriee  of  the  United  States,  to  strangtben  the 
Sorim  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  Thete  measures 
wen  adopted  by  the  Ezeoative  oi  the  State,  for 
tba  ganeral  defeoca.  On  the  Stfa  Septembu', 
Generml  Dearborn  made  a  requisition  upon  the 
Governor  for  four  tboosuid  six  hundred  troops, 
to  be  distrilmted  along  the  maritime  frontier, 
for  sea-ooaat  defence.  The  documeota  do  not 
iuCorm  ns  whether  any  reply  was  made  to  this 
demand  of  Genera)  Dearborn;  several  objeo- 
tiona  m>pear  to  lie  aoainst  it,  and  ^thongh  I 
cannot  Iwing  my  mind  to  the  peisoarion  that 
tiie  opiniMia  and  the  prooae^ncs  ot  ib»  Gor- 
cmor,  whether  well  or  lll-fimn&d,  oan  aflsot 
tins  dun,  aa  I  diall  by  and  1^  attempt  to  show, 
jet  I  will  state  sooh  ot^efltitms  as  seem  to  roe 
to  be  in  any  way  importanL  To  show  Aeir 
bnarinc,  I  mnst  again  recnr  to  the  constitution 
nd  the  laws,  for  the  parpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  Prarident  of  the  United  States  faa£ 
at  this  time,  any  authority  to  detach  and  bold 
in  nadineas  to  enter  the  public  service,  a  body 
of  ciihtia.  Hie  htw  of  1813,  under  which  the 
ten  tboDsand  men  were  organized,  had  expired 
by  ita  own  limitation,  beii^  oonfined  in  its  oper- 
ations to  two  years.  The  10,000  men  were, 
therdbre,  disbanded,  and  no  longer  as  a  detaoh- 
ment,  liable  to  be  called  faito  service.  The 
power  of  Cmitgress,  in  rdation  to  the  militia,  has 
naaaUr  been  oonaidered  as  divided  into  two 
hrHHoes:  the  cme  has  been  exerdaed  In  pre< 
JisnfOfT-  meanuvs^  aoeh  as  detaobing  and  or- 
guuiag  a  body  to  be  bdd  in  readineu  to  enter 
ttSMnibswlMSi  an  «zigeDoy  shall  occur.  This 
*«winr  wWob  nmy  »».  »^  i^  exerdsed, 
9hmno  OAt  erirtn-to  oaU  the  troowinto  ao- 


OongresB  aa  distinct  fl*om  the  power  of  actually 
calling  into  the  service.  It  is  a  pr^aratoiy 
measure,  as  it  mwely  places  troms  In  readineas 
to  enter  the  pubHo  serrioe.  Bat  this  preparatory 

measore  cannot  be  resorted  to  except  by  an  act 
of  l^idati(m.  Su<^  an  organized  body  (for  it  iS 
a  new  or^ization  of  the  militia)  cannot  be 
created  without  an  act  of  OongresB:  ftir  no 
power  oan  be  exercised  over  the  militia  by  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  except  ni^er  a  law 
of  Congrees.  At  the  time,  there  was  no  law 
anthorizing  ChiBpreparat(M7  organization.  The 
general  law  of  '95  ia  lilent  upon  this  subject; 
md  that  it  waa  never  denied  to  ^ve  antiiority 
for  anoh  a  measura,  we  have  the  repeated  testi- 
mony of  Congress  itself  in  three  special  acts, 
passed  for  this  purpose,  since  the  law  of  '05  has 
been  in  force;  one  in  1806,  one  in  1808,  and 
one  at  the  ocnumencement  of  the  war  in  181S; 
In  other  instances,  where  the  messure  has  been 
attempted,  it  was  always  done  nnder  a  special 
act  of  legislation,  and  in  no  other  way.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  want  of  l^al  provirion, 
General  Armstrong,  then  Se^ta^  m  War,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1614,  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Executive  of  Jfaseachusetts^  tnviClnfr  him  to 
Tmite  with  certain  Executives  of  other  States,  ia 
organizing  a  oorpa  of  98,ff00  men,  to  be  held  la 
readineas  to  enter  the  pnbUo  aerrioe  when  an 
ezlgeooy  should  occur,  and  refers  to  the  general 
law  of  "OS,  for  his  aathori^:  and  y^  it  is 
parent,  from  the  tenor  oi  the  note  itself  that 
the  writer  doubted  his  own  antbority,  as  he 
does  not,  in  the  nsual  nurnner,  eonmana  or  ra- 
ffutn,  bnt  mtite.  If  I  am  right  in  the  positicm 
I  have  taken.  General  Armstrong  bad  no  au- 
thority to  propose  this  measure,  nor  the  (Gov- 
ernor any  authority  to  execute  it :  for  it  dOea 
not,  in  any  thing,  parsne  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  '1)5,  nor  can  it  be  oonmdered,  as  has  been 
observed  by  the  Supreme  Ooort  of  the  United 
Stately  dthw  aa  on  ordw  w  a  reqoirttion.  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  the  anthcnity  of  ^  United 
States  to  oall  the  militia  into  the  pol^o  aerrioe^ 
nnder  the  act  of  *90:  for  if  that  act  had  beui 
pursued,  it  might  have  been  d<me  by  ^taeMng 
orders  from  uie  Preudent;  bat  this  was  nc^ 
attempted  nor  deigned  to  be  done  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  His  ol;]ect  was  to  form  a  corps,  by 
a  new  organization,  unknown  to  any  law  Mm 
in  existence,  to  be  held  in  readineas,  to  be  detaoh- 
ed  by  parcels  into  the  pablio  servtoe,  if  an  exi- 
gency should  occur ;  and  this  coold  not  be  done. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think, -tiiat  the  invitatimi 
of  Gen.  Armstrong  rested  npon  no  authority 
exoefot  his  own  wishes,  and  that  the  Governor 
oonld  not  inne  any  order  npon  it,  that  tiw 
troops  would  have  been  boond  to  obeyi  I 
now  inquire  what  aothori^  General  Dearborn 
had  to  make  a  demand  fax  4,600  men.  On 
this  p(^t  I  have  no  evidence  except  what  {• 
oontained  in  the  printed  doouments.  it  appears, 
however,  to  be  of  a  limited  character.  We 
find  its  oharocter  and  extent  pretty  accurately 
defined  in  « letter  from  Hr.  Mcaroe^  Secrete^ 
of  War,  to  Mr.  Giles,  ohairman  of  a  mmmittw 


Digitized  by  Google 


ABBIDaUBNT  OF  THE 


H.orR.] 

of  the  Senate,  In  1616.  In  epeakiag  of  these 
oommandere  of  districts,  be  says,  "tiiese  oom- 
numdera  were  speoiall^  charged  with  the  de- 
feooe  of  their  re^eotive  districts.  It  was 
ei^otaed  on  them  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemj,  to  commomoate  to  the  Goremment, 
and  to  execute  its  orders  in  sommoniDg  to  the 
field,  on  .menace  of  invasion,  eadiportitm*  <^ 
tka  fwita$  of  the  militia  of  each'  State,  withui 
.thdr  reipeolive  distriots,  as  had  been  {mvided 
fiir  b7  act  <tf  Otntgrees,  and  detailed  by  this 
DqMTtmentiaBwerethoiuAitneoeasaiy."  Now, 
sir,  Qiere  was  no  qnota  of  militia  provided  for 
by  any  act  of  Oongreae,  at  the  time  General 
.^^mstrong  gave  bia  invitation  to  the  Governor 
— ^nor  had  there  been  any  detuling  orders 
issoed  from  the  Department  of  War,  to  organize 
any  quota  of  militia.  No  sach  body  of  militia 
coold  exist:  for  there  was  no  act  of  Oongress 
which  antfaorized  it.  It  is  plain,  Mr.  Monroe 
Itere  speaks  of  a  quota  organized  to  be  held  in 
readinw  to  entor  the  public  servioe  when  an 
oooauon  should  occur  for  their  services.  It  is 
dso  plain  that  Geo.  Dearborn  had  power  to  call 
ftr  and]  detaobed  militia,  and  none  other ;  and 
m  no  sneh  detachmant  had,  w  ooold,  have  been 
made  nndcr  any  mOiority  of  Oongress,  it  is 
also  plain  that  General  Dearborn  coold  make  no 
demand  npon  the  QovOTnor.  His  reqairition 
WAS,  therefore,  without  aathority,  and  imposed 
no  obligation  of  obedience.  If  I  am  right  in 
this  view  of  the  sntiject,  there  coold  oe  no 
wrong  in  disregarding  the  (»I1  of  Gen.  Dearborn. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  reason  offered  by 
the  Execntive  for  his  neglect  to  comply  with 
Geo.  D.*8  reqaeet  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1814,  he  states,  that,  pnrsoant  to  a  request  of 
Gen.  Dearborn,  he  bad,  in  July  preoeding,  de- 
tached 1,100  militia,  and  plaoed  them  nnder  his 
onnmand,  bnt  sooh  Inconvanienoes  arose  from 
Ae  measure,  that  It  ooold  not  be  then  repeated. 

These  objections  and  inconveniences  arose 
from  the  following  canses:  In  the  first  place, 
with  1,100  men,  making  a  battalion  of  artillery 
and  a  regiment  of  infantry,  a  M^or  of  artiU^ 
and  a  Lientenant-Oolonel  of  infantry  only  were 
reoeived  into  the  service,  although  there  were 
at  least  three  battalions.  In  the  second  place, 
these  troops  were,  by  the  laws  of  Massachosetta, 
organized  into  companies  of  04  men  each,  with 
three  officers  to  a  company.  When  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  tiiey  were  or- 
Mniaed  into  companies  ot  100  men  each,  thos 
gianiasing  a  portion  of  the  platoon  officers, 
and  deran^jig  the  whole  system.  In  the  third 
place,  they  were  placed  in  forts,  and,  in  all 
instances,  as  a  committee  of  this  Honse  state, 
nnder  offloers  of  the  United  States,  of  eqaal 
grade  with  the  officers  of  the  militia.  In  some 
of  these  forts,  say  the  committee,  there  were 
very  few  men,  and,  in  some,  none  at  alt.  The 
complaints  did  not  arise  from  being  plaoed 
nnder  the  command  of  officers  of  the  United 
States,  of  eqnal  rank,  where  such  officers  had 
an  aotnal  bona  fide  command  of  regular  troopa; 
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for  this  was  a  precedence  they  were  willing  to 
yield;  but  they  complained  of  being  placed 
nnder  officers  who  had  either  only  an  iqmlocy 
for  a  command,  or  no  command  at  alL  The 
militia,  sir,  have  pride,  and  honor,  and  ambi- 
tion ;  for  they  are  composed  of  the  best  blood 
of  this  connby.  When  measores  are  adt^ted 
which  humble  tiiat  prid^  which  disrenrd  that 
honor,  which  oroah  tiiat  wnbHacm,  and  deelnn 
to  them  that  they  are  nnflt  for  the  aerrice  to 
which  they  have  been  oalled,  thej  have  Jost 
oaose  of  complaint,  and  will  oomplaiiK-w- 
oontent  and  dissatis&otion  will  previdl. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  coarse  pnnned  by  tho 
Executive  impaired  the  physical  foroe  of  the 
United  States.  By  this  it  is,  I  suppose^  meant 
to  all^  that  the  Ezeontire  possessed  and  exer- 
<^8ed  an  authority  by  which  he  threw  himself 
between  the  two  govemmoits,  asd  prevented 
the  United  States  from  employing  the  militia  in 
their  service.  This  argument  sapposes  the 
-Governor  to  possess  a  power  whidi  does  not 
appoM-  to  be  entrusted  to  him.  It  aoppoMs 
that  he  can,  at  his  pleamre,  wiOholdtheraimis 
from  Uie  United  States  and  that  they  hava  no 
remedy,  bnt  are  dependent  on  his  wiU.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  will  show  that 
the  fact  is  fur  otherwise ;  that  the  BxeoutiTes 
of  States  liave  but  a  miserable  rrainant 
authority  over  the  militia,  too  feeble  to 
excite  jealousy;  and  that '  this  power  does 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whenever  the  Prendent  chooses  to  take  the 
militia  into  public  service,  he  can  do  it  in 
defiance  of  the  anthwify  of  the  Executive  of 
a  Stete.  The  Uw  of  '95  contains  all  the 
important  provisions  upon  this  snttfeot.  It 
enacts  that  the  militia  may  be  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  In  oases  oi  iovarion, 
and  of  imndnent  danger  tit  inn^on ;  and,  for 
this  purpose,  the  President  may  issue  fais  onUrt 
— to  whom  t  Not  to  the  Executive  ot  tiie  State 
— not  to  the  Governor — but  to  any  «ffietr  or 
officen  ot  the  militia.  It  neither  names  nor 
refers  to  the  Chief  Magistrates  of  States;  nor 
does  it  authorize  any  call  upon  them  as  the 
(»vans  of  State  sovMeignty;  but  gives  the 
right  of  issuing  orders  to,  uid  exeroishig 
power  over,  officers  of  tiie  militia  only. 

I  will  now  oondder,  more  distinctly,  tho 
effect  of  the  opiidous  and  the  acts  of  the  Got- 
emor.  It  is  said,  in  these  doenments,  that  the 
claim  oonld  not  be  ^owed,  beoanse  of  certaiii 
anti-OMistitntional  opmioM  advanced  by  the 
Governor.  It  was  cmlended  1^'  the  State^ 
tiiat  a  large  portion  of  the  daim  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  Governor's  neglect  to  oompW 
with  the  order  of  June  22,  1812,  and  w 
September  6,  1814:  for  it  is  for  swvieea 
rendered  on  sudden  and  presdog  emergencies^ 
without  any  special  order  frx>m  mthtr  Govern- 
ment, and  came  dearly  within  a  dass  at  clfdms 
such  as  had  been  allowed  to  other  States ;  bat 
it  was  objected  that  the  optowM  of  the  S^eon- 
tive  tainted  this  part  <mF  uw  olahn  abo^  and  it 
has  not  been  allowed. 
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Where  is  the  authority  hy  which  a  State  ia 
ntda  re^nsble  for  tb.e.opinum$  of  its  offioerB 
— and  eepeciallj  of  ita  miiitaiy  officers?  Is  it 
in  the  ooiutitation t  Is  it  in  the  laws?  No, 
■ir,  ft  has  not  erea  the  authority  of  preoedoit. 
Ihe  Slate  baa  a  claim  for  money,  vaeii  as  is  al- 
lowed to  oUier  Statei^  hot  l2ie  mooey  is  with- 
hd^-end  irhyt  Dot  beeanse  it  is  not  doe, 
bitt  n  a  ponishmeDt  for  the  heretietU  opinvm$ 
of  an  offber  of  militia.  Oan  this  be  done,  sir  ? 
Cm  yon  punish  a  State  for  the  heresy  of  its 
militia  offioenf  If  so,  where  is  the  tribunal 
that  can  pronounce  the  verdict  of  guilty  ? 
Where  the  tribunal  that  can  measure  out  the 
pnoiabmeott  Where  the  authority  to  in- 
iiotitf 

KoT,  sir,  what  does  this  examiuation  show  f 
It  shows  that  the  United  States  declared  war 
against  Gre^ Britain;  that  tlus  powerful  enemy 
BH^kd,  wUh  his  land  and  naval  foroea,  the 
Stile  of  Mana^oa^;  that  he  destroyed  her 
oommeroe,  plundered  the  yropertr  of  her  tati- 
am,  and  invaded  her  territory ;  uiat  the  State 
was  left  almort  wholly  ondefended  aud  unpro- 
tected by  the  United  States:  that,  under  these 
eircmnstanoes,  the  militia  of  the  State  turned 
out,  either  ^ntaneously,  or  by  order  of 
State  authority,  and  repelled  the  foe,  and  saved 
the  State  from  dishonor;  that  most  of  these 
serrices  have,  in  repeated  messages  of  the  Prea- 
ident  to  this  House,  been  declared  to  be  pa- 
triotic, and  indi^nsably  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence  of  the  country,  and  have  also  had  the 
Bune  testimony  in  tbdr  favor  firom  every  com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  whom  they  have  been 
referred ;  that  other  States  have  been  allowed 
for  like  aWTioes,  while  the  whole  of  this  dium 
has  been  reftued. 

And  now,  sir,  who  is  it  that  demanda  reim- 
boncmtiitf  It  is  not  a  party  to  this  oontro- 
veny,  which  took  place  eleven  years  ago ;  it  is 
not  a  ^sobedient  militia  officer  who  makes  the 
demand.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  people  uf  Hassachu- 
aetSs,  who  had  nothing,  and  could  have  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  contest  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Governor,  as  a  militia 
oflScer.  It  is  the  people  of  that  ancient  State, 
which  ooenpies  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in 
the  history  of  this  nation;  H  is  the  people,  who 
have  pound  ont  their  blood,  aud  their  treasure, 
inddtnoe  of  the  United  States;  and  shall  they 
be  made  the  victim  of  a  aetSsb  policy  f  Shall 
they  be  told,  that  they  stand  responsible  for 
the  opinions  and  ne^ect  of  militia  officers,  with 
irbose  oondnet  the  State  had  no  connection  f 
If  thb  the  manner  in  which  the  constitution  is 
toreeeive  construction?  Is  a  member  of  this 
Confederacy  to  be  fined  for  constitutional  her- 
«yf  It  is  now  the  fashion  to  maintaia  State 
light^  State  independence,  and  State  prero^ 
tives.  I  rejoice  that  the  day  has  come  which 
rrioms  this  doctrine  upon  us :  for,  to  my  mind, 
M  szkxn,  no  political  troth  is  more  obvious, 
Ihu  tiiat  tiie  permanence  and  stability  <tf  our 
ioititiitionfl  d^iend  upmi  a  free  Mrardse  (tf  all 
(bs  righta  MMrred  to  die  Btatei. 


[H.o»  B. 

_  Hr.  Houston  next  took  the  floor,  in  opposi- 
tion  to  the  biU.  He  said  his  intention  in  rising, 
on  the  present  occasion,  was  to  take  a  summary 
view  of  thp  ground  on  which  the  claim  of  Kaa- 
saohusetts  rests. 

I  am,  said  Ur.  H.,  decidedly  opposed  to  an 
allowance  of  any  portioa  ctf  the  claim  now  un- 
der discnsflion.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the 
arguments  of  the  genUemau  who  has  Just  taken 
his  seat,  (Ur.  Davis.)  I  assure  the  committee^ 
that  the  objections  which  I  entertun  on  this 
occasion,  are  based  upon  principle  and  not  from 
any  feeling  of  hostility  towards  the  community 
who  have  advanced  this  claim.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Hassaohusetts  has  told  us,  that  this 
claim  rests  upon  just  and  equitable  grounds; 
and  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  doctrines 
entertuned  by  the  Governor  of  Massachnsetts, 
it  is  unMr  to  mulct  a  community  for  the  acts 
done  only  in  defence  of  State  rights.  Now, 
I  insist,  if  the  demand  isjust,  it  should  be  paid. 
All  I  ask,  before  this  House  proceeds  to  par 
that  claim,  is  that  they  will  give  it  a  fidl  ana 
fair  examination.  It  has  been  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  give  a 
decision  upon  the  claim  at  some  period.  I  hc^ 
that  period  has  now  arrived. 

The  clum  is  founded  on  services  performed 
by  the  troops  of  Massachusetts  daring  the  last 
war.  It  cannot,  surely,  be  urged,  tiiat  these 
services  were  performed  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  ore  the  facts?  In 
June,  1812,  a  circular  was  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  tiie 
several  States,  with  a  requisition  for  dteir  re- 
spective quotas  of  militia,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness when  cslled  for  by  the  emergeui^eB  grow- 
ing out  of  a  state  of  war.  The  Governor  of 
Ifassachusetts  did  not  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and 
wuved  a  compliance  with  the  order.  His  plea 
was,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  no'  authority  to  make  such  requisition,  as 
no  emergency  then  existed,  which,  by  the  con- 
stitution, gave  him  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  the  several  States.  Aud  the  GoTem" 
or  further  added,  that,  to  this  effect,  he  was 
advised,  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
of  Hassa<uiusetts,  and  by  his  Council.  Some 
of  the  i^tizms  of  that  State  were  willing  to 
embark  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but 
were  preolnded  from  to  doing  by  the  want  of 
arms.  The  Governor  says  he  issued  arms  to 
some,  but  not  to  others.  It  was  determined  by 
the  General  Government  to  call  out  the  militia 
under  officers  appointed  to  the  different  depart- 
ments, for  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the 
defence  of  their  own  coast.  The  regulations 
of  the  Government,  at  that  time,  fixing  the 
rank  of  officers,  was  so  arranged,  titat,  when- 
ever an  officer  of  the  militia  should  be  colled 
out,  to  act  with  an  officer  of  the  same  grade  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  latter  should  take 
rank  of  the  former.  This  rule  obtuned  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  mdes  of  the  army. 
But  it  never  was  pretendeOi  Out  the  miliba 
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offioera  of  superior  grade  shonid  be  nibjeet  to 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  United  States  offi- 
cers of  iriferior  rank.  When,  for  instance,  a 
3Caior-G^ral  of  the  militia  was  snring  wUa  a 
U^jor-G^eneral  of  the  United  States  amqr,  the 
Ufljor-Genend  of  the  regular  army  neceasarilT 
took  rank  of  that  of  thft  militia.  Bat,ifaOol- 
onel  ol  the  United  States  servioe,  in  command 
of  his  T^ment,  was  co-operating  wi&  a  Bri- 
gadier-General of  militia,  the  General  would, 
necessarily,  take  his  rank  and  command. 
Therefore  the  measure  was  objected  to,  more 
on  account  of  its  sobstauce  than  any  notions  of 
form  or  etiquette.  I  am  anthorizeid  to  say  so, 
by  the  documents  which  hare  been  exhibited 
,  in  support  of  this  clum.  But,  it  is  said,  that 
two  objections  were  urged  to  the  requisition; 
that  one  hundred  and  forty-one  companies, 
which  were  to  be  detached,  were  anffictent  to 
constitote  <»ie  or  mom  dlTisiona,  and  that  no 
general  t^cer  from  the  State  was  to  be  called 
out  and  placed  in  command. 

But,  Mr.  Ghfurman,  where  was  the  neoesnty 
tor  the  detail  of  a  Hi^oi'-^sQwal  f  An  officer 
of  the  General  Government  was  already  there, 
in  command  of  the  district,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  these  one  hundred  and  forty-oue 
companies  should  be  consolidated.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  the  objection  might  have  been 
urged,  with  plausibility  at  least  The  detail  of 
a  general  officer  would  then  hare  been  proper. 
But  axKik  was  not  the  fact.  These  oompuues 
were  to  be  detached  to  different  places,  Scxne 
were  intoided  to  man  the  fiMta,other8  to  guard 
the  coast  at  different  pduts.  what  need  was 
there  then,  of  a  graieral  officer,  wboi  a  eom- 
manding  officer  of  the  district  was  reqwnnble 
fbr  its  defence!  It  was  not  designed,  by  the 
General  GoTemment,  to  station,  at  any  one 
point,  more  than  one  regiment,  coostitating  a 
command  for  a  colonel,  and  not  more.  We  are 
told,  by  the  Governor,  that  the  troops  of  Bos- 
ton were  already  in  a  state  of  preparatiwi  for 
defence,  and  that,  in  ux  hoars,  they  could  be 
marched  from  the  nmghboring  villages,  fuid 
that  further  prejiaration  was  not  considered 
necessary.  Sir,  if  the  objeotiim  rested  on  this 
littte  pomt  of  etiqaette  alone,  it  lasted  too  long, 
and  was  of  too  serions  moment  It  may  be 
urged  that  the  oonsideratott  for  pride  of  rank 
shonid  weigh  mnch  on  this  occasion.  I  am 
willtng  to  omcede  the  gentieman  all  that  he 
can  justly  deifiand  in  behalf  of  military  pride. 
Bnt,  sir,  there  wm  no  groond  fhrniahed  for  the 
exercise  of  this  pride,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  reqaisit»on  made.  Was  it  ever  attempt- 
ed, during  the  war,  to  separate  the  men  &om 
their  immediate  officers?  To  detach  the  cap- 
tuns  from  their  companies}  To  place  these 
eompaniea,  subject  to  the  command  of  a  cap- 
tain, in  the  regular  army?  Booh  a  measore 
was  never  attempted^  or  even  thonght  ot. 
There  was  no  real  or  implied  inUHngement  on 
the  rights  of  the  militia. 

The  militia  of  Hsssaohmetts  were  called  oat 
fo  defiand  thur  own  frimtiar.  No  wder  has 


ever  come  nnder  my  view,  directing  them  to 
be  marcihed  to  the  frontier  of  the  United  Ststcs, 
or  to  defend  the  territory  of  other  States.  If 
Kaasaohnsetts  was  really  disposed  to  oo-operate 
in  the  d^teioe  of  the  ooontn.  why  did  she  not 
d^lend  hor  own  borderst  Bat  »  seem^  tnm 
the  oommunioation  of  the  Ooremor  ot  ICaasa- 
drasetts  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  tikat  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Nova  Scotia,  actuated,  no  doubt,  by 
the  amiabili^  of  his  character,  had  interdicted 
any  invasion  of  the  borders  ot  Kew  Enriand. 
Was  the  proolamatitHi  of  the  Governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  to  be  regarded,  and  an  order  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  lUsre- 
gardedt  Had  not  war  been  declared  against 
Great  Britian,  by  the  constitutional  sntborities 
of  this  oountiy !  Was  not  that  declaration  a 
solemn  lawl  Was  it  not  the  supreme  law  <tf 
the  landf  Did  it  extend  to  aU  the  States,  or 
only  to  afewof  themt  Unstaspedal  law  be 
passed,  expressly  declaring  that  Juasaibbaaetts 
shall  defend  its  borders  f  Sir,  that  declaration 
of  war  struck  a  panic  through  England,  and 
its  dependencies.  Bnt  Hassaohusetts  was  not 
to  be  affected  by  it  That  declaration  was  to 
be  met  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  de- 
claring that  the  people  were  not  willing  to  be 
drawn  from  their  homes,  and  to  rally  on  Uie 
border  before  an  enemy  approached.  Oould 
the  order  be  really  understood  in  this  way  by 
the  Governor!  No,  sir.  It  was  only  an  order 
titat  the  militia  shoold  be  d«taehed^  uid  held  in 
reqnirition.  Bnt  what  is  the  meiming  of  the 
term  "detached!"  It  is,  that  a  regular  detail 
shonid  be  made,  ooostitanng  a  oertaln  body,  to 
fin  the  quota  proper  to  be  flnniahed  by  each 
State,  in  ord«r  that  the  men  may  know  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  designated  to  march, 
when  orders  to  that  effect  are  ^ven.  The  de- 
tail itself  t*  not  an  order  to  march,  but  onfy  a 
not^AeaUon  to  thote  xcho  are  to  he  in  readimu. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  yielding  the  etiqaette 
of  mUitery  rank,  I  can  i«fer  to  the  most  ilius- 
trions  example :  An  individual,  who  has  been 
charged  with  high-handed  and  overbearing 
measures — ^who  has  been  erroneooaly  charged 
with  the  violation  of  the  constitution  of  his 
country — who  yielded  this  point  of  military 
etiqnette,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  in  the 
regulations  of  the  army.  When  the  mi^tia  of 
Tennessee,  nnder  the  command  of  Qoieral 
Jackson,  formed  a  junction  with  the  trows  of 
Georgia,  under  the  command  of  General  ^wk- 
ney,  m  the  Greek  nation.  General  Jadcstm  was 
in  command  of  a  victorious  army.  His  com- 
mission was  of  a  date  prior  to  that  of  Greneral 
Finckney,  and  of  equal  rank.  They  were  mi^r- 
generals— Jackson  ot  the  militia — Pinckney  of 
the  regular  army. '  Did  General  Jaclaon  squab- 
ble about  military  ^iquette  f  No,  or.  Though 
the  laorels  «tt  rictoiy  Inxoriated  on  his  brow, 
and  he  was  the  ^Aelot  many  battles,  without 
a  w<h4  ha  reoi^gnizad  the  wder  of  Gmeral 
PincknOT,  and  obeyed  his  oommand.  He 
sheathed  that  sworo,  so  oAea  drawn  in  fais 
oonnb^'s  cause,  and  nerar  drawn  in  v^  He 
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zetonwd  home,  accompanied  his  brave  f<A- 
lowera,  and  met  the  thanks  of  a  grateful  conn- 
try.  Was  he  d^aded  ?  He  sobmitted  to  the 
]aw8  of  his  oountrf — ^he  had  no  scruples  of  mil- 
itary  etiqaette.  But,  it  is  said,  in  t^e  case  of 
Hauaehasetts,,  that  there  was  no  law  for  this 
reqnisituMi — that  tjie  or^  was  a  regwtt,  and 
not  a  law.  Sir,  I  aak  agio,  Was  not  the  deo^ 
ration  <tf  war  a  law  t  Was  the  State  of  Maaaar 
chBcetts  an  exoeptim  to  tile  operation  of  tiiat 
lawf  Taa  it  a  partial  law  I  Or  was  it  intend- 
ed to  be  general  in  its  operation  ? 

But  we  are  told,  thatall  the  regular  troops  in 
IbasacbtuettB  were  marched  to  the  northern 
ihntier.  If  so,  were  they  not  inarched  where 
titer  w««  moat  needed!  'Hie  militia  were 
snfficieDt  for  the  purposes  of  State  defence. 
That  State  was  filled  with  a  dense  popiUation, 
and  the  invasion  of  an  enemy  coold^  at  uiy 
time,  be  redsted  without  dlfficiuty,  where  incli- 
nation was  not  wanting.  But,  while  so  much 
complaint  itmade,  tiiat  the  reffolar  troops  were 
marched  amaj^  it  is  not  amus  to  ask,  what 
steps  were  taken  to  intmaae  the  rwolar  troops, 
"hj  the  reeroitiDg  aervloef  Kr,  what  was  the 
language  hdd  in  relation  to  that  service,  in  Mas- 
lai^aseUis,  at  that  time!  Bid  the  recruiting  offi- 
cers of  the  armj  meet  with  no  obetractioosl 
Was  not  the  regular  service  entirely  discouraged  ? 
Did  not  the  civil  anthority  expreselj  interfere  to 
prevent  its  success  ?  And  did  not  mUher  au- 
thority lend  its  aid  to  the  disconragement  f 

The  gentleman  says,  that  the  Governor  did 
right  to  refuse  obedience  to  the  President's  cir- 
cular; that  the  General  Govenunent  bad  no 
antbcffity  to  issiw  snch  an  order ;  that  the  law 
(tf  179S  gave  anUiorify  to  the  Ffendent  only  to 
caQ  upon  the  militia  cheers  of  the  several 
States;  that  the  law  does  not  name  the  Gov- 
onor,  but  cnly  the  militia  officers.  ThyB  is 
tme.  But  I  will  diow  you  that  the  law  of  '96 
'  was  faulty  in  this  respect  It  ought  to  have 
sained  the  Governor.  The  expression  of  the 
kw  ahoald  have  been  more  full.  But,  still  I 
ask  jon,  bow  you  will  separate  the  Governor 
frcxn  the  militia  officers  of  a  State,  when  he  is 
himself  ex  officio,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia  (tt  that  State  I  Is  it  not  true,  that 
the  civil  and  military  functions  are  both  united 
in  him?  Then,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  the 
dnttiiwH^  between  a  militia  officer  and  the 
<iiBimaitder4n-chief  of  the  militia.  And,  I  sajr, 

would  be  irregular,  in  the  General  Govem- 
nent,  to  iarae  an  ord»  to  ai^  subordinate  offi- 
cer, without  that  order  first  paaaing  through 
the  oommander-in-cluef.  All  r^ular  details 
(tf  troops  from  a  State,  must  be  made  through 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  by  the  officers  of 
the  General  Government,  nniww  in  extreme 
cases.  If  this  rule  be  disregarded,  there  will 
be  no  medium  at  which  to  stop,  between  a 
Governor  of  a  State  and  a  corporal  of  a  squad. 
The  GoT^nor  has  the  roster  of  his  general  offi- 
ecn^  and  can,  with  regulari^,  and  facility, 
meh  the  lowest  detail  c$  his  command. 

Bnt^  it  has  been  emp3i«tioally  asked,  whwe 


is  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  thrust  himself 
between  the  {diyncal  power  of  the  State  and 
that  of  the  General  Government  f  Sir,  I  ask 
the  same  question.  I  want  to  find  this  power 
as  much  as  the  geuUemaa  does.  I  believe  tiiere 
is  but  one  precedent  for  it,  and  that  is  in  the 
case  of  the  Governor  of  If  assachusetts.  Did  not 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  do  every  thing 
to  rewat  tiie  power  of  the  General  Govemmoitl 
Did  not  GoTcniOT  Strong  interpose  himsdf  b^ 
tween  the  General  Govwiunent  and  the  pemde 
of  his  own  St^?  I  say  be  did.  And,wnethw 
tMs  was  physical  or  moral  renstance,  it  had 
the  effect  to  paralyze  the  arm  of  the  General 
Goveraiuent  to  a  certun  extent.  Did  he  not 
call  upon  his  Judges  to  sustain  him  in  his  po^ 
taon  of  neutrality  which  he  had  taken  i  Sir,  I 
do  not  implicate,  in  his  conduct,  the  whole  of 
that  respectable  State.  I  am  well  aware  that 
there  were  some  men  who  did  much,  and  would 

tladl^  have  done  more.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
M^rade  the  people  of  that  State.  The  ruling 
p<uitioians  of  that  d^  are  ree^xmsible  to  the 
AmMdoau  people.  Ky  information  respecting 
this  case,  I  lutve  obtwned  firom  docnmmtary 
evidence.  From  thedoenmrat8,Ifind,  that  the 
Governor  issued  his  orders  to  the  lie^ature  of 
that  State,  to  take  no  part  in  this  "  unhallowed 
war."  The  Legislature  responded  to  that  senti- 
ment, and  directed  the  militia  to  remain  at 
home.   Sir,  this  was  done  in  1814. 

If  the  Governor,  in  all  this,  had  acted  un- 
knowingly, I  could  find  an  excuse  for  him.  If 
his  errors  had  been  those  of  omission  only,  the 
guilt  would  have  been  less;  and,if  itwereteu& 
that  the  Governor  alone  had  erred,  I  shonld 
then  say  that  tiie  State  of  KassachuMtta  on^t 
not  to  be  pr^odioed.  But  If,  on  the  ctmtrarr, 
it  be  a  fact,  that  what  he  did  was  done  wiut 
his  eyes  open,  that  his  errors  were  those,  not 
of  omission  omy,  but  of  commission  also ;  and. 
in  his  studied  oourae  of  resistance  to  the  United 
States,  he  was  susUuned  by  a  m^ority  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  in  that  re- 
sistance— while  a  war  was  raging,  and  a  savage 
enemy  laying  waste  our  country,  burning  and 
destroying  our  towns  and  villages,  a  Governor 
thus  acting,  found  a  regular  accession  of  strength 
and  support  from  the  people  over  whom  he 
presided ; — then,  I  say,  that  people  is  reqxmd- 
ble.  The  people  of  that  State  came  again  to 
the  polla ;  th«y  had  (^iportoidfy  then  to  ^aoe 
a  veto  oa  his  oondnct.  IHd  tiiey  do  so  r  Ii 
tihere  any  thing  like  a  shadow  of  disapproba* 
tiont  Ho,  tax.  They  approved  his  course, 
they  sust^ed  his  principles.  He  was  re- 
elected by  increased  majorities.  The^  hailed 
his  re-election  with  acclamations.  Their  Legis- 
lature rendered  solemn  thanks  to  Heaven  for 
his  re-election.  Aud,  now,  sir,  what  is  asked 
of  this  Congress  f  To  pi^  for  services  rendered 
by  troops  whose  services  had  not  met  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution. 

We  find  that  assurances  had  been  given  to 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  that,  if  the  requi' 
,dtiona  of  the  General  Qovwnment  were  not 
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complied  vith,  that  "  the  measures  which  may 
be  adopted  hj  a  State  GoTemmeDt,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  Stat«,  must  be  considered  its  own 
measnres,  and  not  those  of  the  United  States. 
The  expenses  attending  them  are  chargeable  to 
the  State,  and  not  to  3ie  United  States.  Your 
Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  difiterent  con- 
Btmction  would  lead  into  the  most  importaot, 
and,  as  it  is  bdiered,  into  the  moat  ponicioas 
oonseqnenoes."  Yet  we  find  Ms  Szoellenoy 
prepared  to  riak  tiie  oonsequences ;  and  it  is 
but  fit  that  the  State  ^onld  now  be  answerable 
for  them.  Look  at  the  anbsequeot  condnct  of 
this  same  Governor.  On  gronnd  of  Uiis 
federal  assurance,  troops  were  placed,  by  com- 
promise, under  the  ofiScers  of  the  QenerfLt  Got- 
emment.  They  refased  obedience  to  their  offi- 
cers, and  the  compromise  was  dissolved.  There 
were  then  bat  few  regular  troops  in  that  State. 
The  situation  of  the  northern  frontier  required 
their  presence,  and  that  became  their  destina- 
tion. In  Massachnsetta  we  find  tbere  was 
a  great  reverence  entertained  for  tiie  coastitn- 
tion  o£  the  oonntry.  The  State  authorities 
woold  not  permit  their  troops  to  step  beyond 
the  Mnea  of  the  State.  Yet  we  are  called  upon 
to  pay  these  troops  for  services  rendered  to  the 
United  States  id  the  last  war.  And  pray,  sir, 
how  longdid  they  aerret  Information  on  this 
point  is  very  rague  and  indefinite.  Some  for 
nearly  three  nk>n(A«" — some  for  two  weeks, 
and  others  for  two  days.  But,  sir,  we  are  as- 
sured, and  with  much  gravity,  too,  that  Govern- 
or Strong,  in  all  this  matter,  had  no  "  desire 
to  embarrass  the  General  Government."  On 
this  point  I  may  safely  leave  all  to  judge  for 
themselves.  But,  sir,  what  says  Massachusetts 
herself  on  this  point  I  Hear  the  address  of 
Governor  Eostds  to  the  L^slature,  in  the  May 
cession  of  1833.  In  addrerang  the  Lcvislatnre, 
tooohiog  this  claim,  he  B^rs :  "The  long-cou- 
tinndd  opposition  to  the  Federal  Qovemment, 
more  especially  the  measnres  pnrsned  ia  this 
State,  during  the  eventfal  and  critical  period 
of  the  late  war — the  withholding  from  the  Gov- 
ernment the  constitQtional  means  of  defence — 
the  paralyzing  influence  exercised  over  the 
agente  of  that  Government,  which  oocafnoned 
double  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure,  while  the 
citizens  of  other  States  were  exercising  their 
ntmostenernes  against  a  common  enemy;  and, 
when  a  gallant  army  and  navy  were  covering 
themsdves  with  glory,  and  retrieving,  and  es- 
tablishing, on  an  inmeridiable  basis,  the  na- 
tional character,  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  hmd, 
mast  ever  bo  regretted."  And  again,  sir,  when 
referring  to  the  same  sabject  in  the  continuation 
of  the  same  address — "The  rising  generation 
who  conld  have  had  no  agency  in  this  disloyal 
course,  appear  to  have  taken  an  honorable  and 
earnest  interest  in  its  disavowal."  To  these 
sentiments  we  find  both  branches  of  the  State 
Legislature  of  Kassachusetts  responding. 

Mr.  Ohairmao,  if  Massachnsetta  had,  with  a 
proper  feeling  of  what  was  dae  to  herself  and 
the  conntry,  acted  as  the  ezigenines  of  the 


times  demanded  from  her,  as  a  leading  State  in 
this  Confederacy,  I  wonld  freely  vote  for  re- 
muneration. My  language  would  be,  pay  this 
debt,  if  it  swept  the  last  dollar  from  oar  Treas- 
ury. If  the  claim  is  just,  it  onght,  of  right,  to 
be,  and  mast  be  paid.  But  the  services  for 
which  we  are  asked  to  pay,  were  not  rendered 
in  accordance  with  the  oonstitntitm,  and  thoee 
which  were  rendered  were  ineffl<neiit,  and  mhd- 
paratively  of  no  value. 

Mr.  Cburman,  what  Is  the  motive  for  so 
great  a  diange  in  sentiment  as  that  expressed 
in  the  message  of  Governor  EuBtis  t  I  will  not 
say  it  is  the  love  of  gain  and  Incre.  ^  I  bad 
rather  believe  it  is  an  honest  revelation  in  pub- 
lic feeing,  and  that,  should  another  criss  ar- 
rive, the  people  of  Massachusetts  would  join 
the  country  and  support  the  Government  in 
asserting  and  defending  the  rights  of  both. 
But  this  is  no  argument  that  Congress  must 
pay  them  for  their  good  determinati<ms  in  ad- 
vance. The  people  of  Massachusetts,  like  the 
people  of  any  otiier  State,  can  daim  from  this 
Govenunent  anlj  what  they  have  deserved. 

Bat  we  are  told  that  mio^  of  theee  militia 
were  ardmt  patriots  and  good  demoorata. 
I  stand  here  to  do  jnatice,  and  not  to  distribnte 
alms.  Hy  resistance  to  this  clium  la  a  matter 
of  principle,  and,  unless  I  can  be  convinced 
that  the  claim  itself  is  just,  I  never  can  allow 
it  to  the  claimants,  whosoever  they  may  be. 

What  was  our  situation.  Mi*.  Chairman,  whoi 
Massachusetts  thought  fit  to  resist  the  autfaor^ 
ity  of  the  General  Government?  Our  north 
ern  frontier  was  bleeding  at  every  p<n'e ;  oar 
armies  were  rednced  to  skeletons ;  our  Atlan 
tic  coast  was  bound  in  blockade  by  the  enemy*s 
ships ;  fieets  hovered  in  sight  of  oar  Be^K>rt8 ; 
our  southern  frontier  was  drenched  in  blood ; 
a  savage  enemy  had  invaded  our  northwestern 
borders;  the  conflagration  of  our  frontier  ham- 
lets proclaimed  the  approach  of  an  Indian  ene- 
my ;  the  murderous  tomahawk  was  raised  on 
high;  the  sav^  arm  was  upheld  by  British 
influence ;  the  scalping-knife  received  a  keener 
edge  from  the  gilded  hope  of  British  gold ; 
ana  induicriminate  slaughter  of  every  age  and 
sex  closed  the  scene  of  our  suffering  frontiers : 
our  finances  were  exhausted,  our  credit  de- 
stroyed, and  hope  a  stranger  in  the  land ;  de- 
spair was  marked  in  every  face,  and  each 
|wtiiot  countenance,  as  it  anxioody  eased  on 
the  passer-by,  exolaimed,  "  What  shall  we  do 
to  he  saved  t"  OoDvuhdoiu  shook  the  vvry 
fonudation  of  our  Govemm«it.  ffir,  at  that 
time,  did  not  Massachusetts  appcnnt  oomnus- 
sioners  or  agents  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  inform  him  that  it  was 
time  he  should  surrender  his  power  into  other 
hands  t  It  is  not  my  design,  Mr.  ObMrman,  to 
cast  refiections  on  tiie  character  of  these  mis- 
gnided  people,  whose  zeal  and  courage,  mis- 
directed by  their  Governor,  were  turned  against 
their  own  Government,  instead  of  the  invaders 
of  their  country.  Sir,  I  know  the  primitive 
character  of  Massaohiuetta.    I  htve  not  fw- 
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Rotten  Lexji^ton.  All  mnst  remember  Bim- 
cer's  HDL  Boston,  too,  was  one  of  the  cradles 
v(  our  Bertdntion.  I  am  not  nnmindM  of  the 
deeds  of  Hntar  fikthere— -imnKHiftl  deeds,  which 
■bed  a  lialo  aromid  thmr  national  character  1 

I  will  DOW  reftr  70a  to  flie  roeech  of  Gor- 
emor  Strong,  delivered  to  the  Legislatnre  of 
Maasachosetta,  on  the  S8th  of  Hay,  1818.  In 
adverting  to  the  state  of  oar  coantry,  he  says, 
ID  a  part  of  hie  speech,  speaking  of  his  re-elec- 
tioD  to  office,  "  their  (the  people's)  approbation 
of  mj  oondnct  the  last  jear,  is  peculiarly  grate- 
ftil,  as  it  leads  me  to  hope  that  mj  services  in 
the  year  to  come  will  be  considered  with  the 
same  indulgence."  Thronghoat  the  whole  of 
that  address  we  find  but  one  sentiment  ex- 
pressed, and  that  sentiment  in  opposition  to  the 
war.  The  Legislature,  in  their  response  to  the 
Governor's  f>peech,  indulged  in  animadversions 
of  the  moat  abiuiTe  oharaeta*,  towards  the 
General  G«T«EniiiaiL  Waa  this  what  onght  to 
bave  been  expected  from  the  people  of  that 
State  f  Was  this  redstanoe  to  the  enemy  wor- 
thy of  the  remmieratjoii  of  Congress?  No, 
nr;  the  common  feeling  which  bind  men  to 
their  countrymen,  to  their  fteedom,  and  to  their 
independence,  seem,  in  this  instance,  to  have 
been  oaenched  by  the  remorseless  influence  of 
party  neat  The  enemy,  with  their  fleet,  had 
entered  the  Cheaapeake  before  this  period — the 
people  of  Massachusetts  expreased  no  concern 
for  that  event.  Frenchtown  had  been  Md  in 
aibes—were  the  people  of  MaBsachnsetta  awak- 
ened to  sympatiiy  ?  Havre  de  Grace  had  pre- 
sented scenes  of  the  most  appalUng  character — 
were  the  people  of  Hawachnsetta  roused? 
Bartij  some  hints  of  invasion  had  been  given ; 
moccasMi  tracks  were  in  the  path ;  the  rifle  and 
temahawk  of  the  Indian  gleamed  among  the 
trees ;  the  knife  was  stainM  with  the  blood  of 
thor  own  relatives:  yet  Uassachosetts  alone 
ns  that  q>eek  of  earth,  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  indignant  feeling  glowed — no  tear  of 
sjmpatln'  was  shed — ^no  blush  for  the  wonnded 
htnor  d  onr  ooontiy  mantled  on  their  states- 
DMi'e  cheek. 

Koir  air,  I  aak,  ean  tius  omnmittee,  with  all 
dieae  Acta  ataring  them  in  the  bo^  bbj,  that 
HasaadniBetts  is  entitled  to  the  allowance  of 
this  daim  ?  To  whom  is  it  to  be  paid  ?  Not 
even  to  the  men  who  served  "almost  three 
nmUii."  Ko,  nr.  Thoee  men  have  been  paid 
hog  anoe.  It  is  the  State  of  MassaohnsettA 
that  mgee  thie  claim,  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
The  Governor  and  the  I^^fislatare  were  respon- 
sible to  tfaeee  troops.  The  individuals  cannot 
suffer.  The  question  now,  therefore,  fs  be- 
tween the  State  anthoritiea  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  give  them  any  ^ii^;,  it  must  be 
only  for  their  fathers'  sakea,  and  the  immortal- 
ity of  th^  ftthers  speaks  better  tlungs  than 
the  Uood  of  AbeL  Against  whom  was  all  the 
Tedstmee  of  Waimnnhnnnttn  displayed?  (and 
they  rariatad  manflilly)  waa  it  against  a  foreign 
wimjt  or  waa  it  agrinat  ^he  Govemment  of 
Oa  Uidtad  States  t  inuie  blood  Tta  it  that 
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they  were  most  ready  to  shed  ?  For  the  lan- 
guage held  by  Uassachnsetts  at  that  day,  in  re- 
monstrances of  the  people  to  the  Legislature, 
(and  by  it  deemed  appeaUag  and  patiieticO 
was,  that  they  would  '^reusteven  onto  blood." 
This  language  waa  not  applied  to  the  invadera 
of  this  country.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the 
ftienda  of  this  bill,  that  my  objectitxia  to  tibia 
claim  are  fonnded  in  principle. 

1  know*  that  the  rising  generation  in  Massa- 
chusetts have  become  supporters  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, by  the  declarations  of  the  Governor 
and  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  But  are 
we  to  pay  the  claim  because  they  will  be  dnti- 
fhl  hereaher  f  Will  it  be  sud  that  the  General 
Government  ought  to  bave  taken  steps  to  put 
an  end  to  such  a  state  of  things  ?  If  steps,  at 
the  necessary  orisia,  had  been  taken — if  officers 
had  been  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts—the  state  of  feding  there  was  so  violoit, 
in  reristanee  to  the  Gmeral  GoTemment,  that 
your  officers  would  have  been  crucified.  Did 
not  the  authorities  of  that  State  tell  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  that  he  was  no  offi- 
cer of  the  Government?  that  he  was  nnfit  for 
his  station,  and  that  he  must  sorrender  up  his 
power  ?  Under  these  circumstances,  would  it 
have  been  proper  for  the  General  Govemment 
to  have  invaded  Massachusetts,  by  the  march 
of  an  army,  if  we  had  had  troops  to  spare  on 
such  an  enterprise?  Were  not  that  people  pre- 
pared to  "  resist  unto  blood  ?  " 

On  the  9th  of  October,  twelve  delate* 
were  splinted  by  the  L^^uatiue  to  attend  the 
Convention  whidk  waa  to  meet  mt  Hartfcvd. 
The  convention  met,  deliberated,  and  reported 
their  proceedings  at  Hartford,  which  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1816,  by  resolution 
that  body.  The  Governor  waa  authorized  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  repair  to  the  tAty  (Mf 
Wa^ington,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  objects  of  this  convention. 

Their  diabolical  plans  were  not  executed. 
Higher  destinies  awaited  this  country.  Peace 
was  restored;  the  Union  was  preserved.  Dur- 
ing this  period,  the  8th  of  January,  so  memoro" 
ble  in  our  histcoy,  had  been  inscribed  in  the 
calendar  of  onr  naticmal  days— that  d^  which 
had  so  hapidly  illustrated  our  national  charac- 
tat.*  *Tia  tne  bi^teat  and  proudest  day  which 
this  country  has  witnessed  within  nearly  half  a 
century.  But,  sir,  I  will  not — ni^,  I  cannot — 
utter  the  feelings  which  I  cherish  in  tlie  recol- 
lection of  that  day.  It  bef^u^  the  annals  of 
the  world,  in  the  brilliancy  of  its  achievements. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  every  American  aa 
glorious  to  this  country,  and  incalculable  in  its 
results.  Can  this  committee,  with  all  these 
circumstances  placed  before  them,  say  that  this 
claim  shall  be  paid? 

But,  we  are  told,  that  the  good  people  onglit 
not  to  be  mulcted  for  the  o(»duct  of  thwlr  offi- 
cers. Their  officers  were  of  their  own  crear 
tion.  Th«x  w«re  re-elected  by  a  m^ority  of 
the  State,  with  a  knowledge  that  their  poUtioa 
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vare  at  war  wltli  the  natiouV  mft^.  The  in- 
^Tidnals  have  been  piud.  The  State,  in  its 
eharacter,  resisted  the  power  of  the  Gener^ 
GkfvernmeQt.  Kow,  it  is  the  bnsiaesa  of  that 
Goremment  to  withhold  ft«m  Massachusetts  a 
anm  to  which  she  has  no  right,  no  claim,  in  law 
or  equity.  In  future  we  shall  have  no  more 
talk  abont  conscriptions.  Let  the  GrOTernor, 
the  L^islatare,  and  some  of  those  eloqnent 
lenders  whose  influence  was  so  great  at  that 
day,  compromise  this  matter  with  th^  own 
people.  Thej  will  not  a^n,  at  a  period  so 
momentous,  impede  the  General  GoTeromeot 
in  its  march  against  foreign  aggression.  Let 
Haflsacfaiuetts  learn  to  feel  anfL  co-operate  with 
ber  sister  States.  Let  her,  bere^ter,  nuke 
common  cause  in  defence  of  our  r^blican  in- 
stitutions, and  no  difficnlties  can  arise  in  the 
payment  of  her  troops.  The  war  in  which  she 
renised  to  co-operate,  was  a  war  for  maritime 
rights,  and  the  interests  of  oommeree.  We  are 
told  that  Massachusetts  has  Ax  hundred  miles 
of  seaboard.  She  has  her  ships  and  ber  sail- 
ors, whilst  other  States  of  the  Union  hare  nei- 
ther. The  war  grew  out  of  the  Interests  ci 
the  States  borderii^  on  the  Atlantio.  In  the 
monntains  we  were  aafb,  ■eonre  in  onr  futr 
nesses:  the  enemy  oonld  not  ntproaeh  ns.  Did 
we  w^t  nntti  the  enemy  invaded  onr  flrerideaf 
No  I  But  when  Ibe  New  En^and  States  saf- 
fered  by  ontragea,  committed  on  her  citizens 
and  her  commerce,  nati(mal  pride  swelled  in 
our  bosoms.  We  had  not  onr  brothers  and 
sons  impressed  by  the  enemy.  The  monntains  of 
the  West  intrenched  ns.  We,  too,  oould  have 
objected,  on  the  ground  of  constituticmal  acm- 
ples,  to  a  participation  in  that  war.  It  was  not 
done.  The  limits  of  the  continent  were  not ; 
too  broad  for  onr  militia.  They  would  have 
marched  to  Uie  Boc^  Monntains— nay,  even 
to  the  shores  of  the  Padfio,  if  the  nauonal 
safety  had  reqnired  than  to  do  to.  When  our 
armies  were  without  sapplies,  in  the  land  of  an 
enemy,  not  one  mnrmnr  esoimed  them  gainst 
the  General  Government.  On  this  floor,  onr 
Bq>resentative8,  true  to  the  national  interest, 
tiironghont  the  stm^le,  declared  the  will  of 
thehr  constitnents.  But  cme  feeling  was  cher- 
ished by  them,  and  that  was  an  aoxions  solici- 
tude for  the  preservation  of  onr  liberty,  cost 
what  it  would.  When  peace  was  restored,*  we 
olfumed  nothing  of  the  Genertd  Government 
hut  what  we  were  fairiy  entitled  to,  bj  the 
eonditknu  of  aerrioe. 

U'lfaasaohtuettB  had  poraned  a  dmllar  oonrse, 
not  a  voice  would  have  been  heard,  to-day,  in 
oi^odtion  to  this  dnm.  8bt  eboee  a  difl^wnt 
course,  and  it  is  but  Justice  that  she  should  re- 
aHze  its  consequences. 

On  motion  of  Tii.  Dwramr,  the  oommittee 
roae^  and  the  House  a^oomed. 


Vnitsd  Statet  and  Sou^  AmeriM. 
The  reaolntkiii  offered  hj  Hr.  Wnnan^  cm 


Saturday  laat,  rdative  to  the  pledffe  said  to 
have  been  given  by  oar  ICnister  to  Mexico^ 
came  up  as  u>e  unfl^ahed  busineas. 

Mr.  VxBPLANOK  observed,  that,  in  this  reeo- 
Intion,  the  character  of  our  Minister  seemed  to 
him  to  be  confounded  with  another,  and  a 
much  more  important  subject:  to  avoid  this^ 
he  had  prepared  another  rescdution,  which  he 
wished  now  to  o£fer  as  an  amendment^  to  eome 
in  after  the  word  "  Beeolved." 

**Tbat  the  GMudttee  on  F<k^  BdsOoae  be 
fnftmcted  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  HoiMk 
whether  the  United  States  has,  ia  may  manner,  by 
any  authority  recognized  by  the  constitution,  tnade 
any  pledge  to  the  Goverome&tB  of  Mexico  and 
South  America,  that  the  United  States  would  not 
permit  the  inteiiimuce  of  any  foreign  power  wiib 
tfae  independence  or  form  of  Government  of  thoae 
nations T  in  what  manner F  and  to  what  extent?" 

Mr.  WiOKuvTB  expressed  his  approbatitra  ot 
the  amendment,  which  he  accepted  as  a  modi- 
floation  of  his  resolution.  He  duclumed,  how* 
ever,  all  intention  of  making  any  attack  upon 
our  Minister  to  Mexico :  he  felt  not  the  sU^^ 
eat  hoatWtgr  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom^  on 
the  oontraiy,  he  entertained  great  respect;  hia 
raly  widi  had  been  to  obtain  an  eqneesioD  of 
the  senae  <tf  thia  Honaa,  as  to  an  impmtant 
declaration  of  one  who  was  the  acknowledged 
and  responrable  or^an  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  Mallabt  said,  that  he  was  glad  the  reso- 
lation  had  been  offered— his  only  objection  was 
to  the  form  in  which  the  snbject  was  referred. 
When  information  was  wished  for,  teaching 
onr  foreign  relations,  it  had  been  usual  for  this 
House  to  direct  its  cdl  to  the  Executive,  and 
not  to  one  of  its  own  committees.  A  highly 
respectable  individual  had  gone  abroad  as  our 
diplomatic  agent  to  a  neighboring  BepubHe— 
he  had,  in  ma  interooorse  with  that  Gotwd- 
ment,  made  a  declaration  which  ai^ieared  to 
have  excited  great  interest  This  was  to  have 
been  expected — it  was  ri^t  it  should — it  was 
natural  that  the  nati(Hi  uiould  widi  to  know 
how  &r  they  are  understood  by  otiiw  Govwb- 
ments,  as  pledged  to  a  partioalM-  line  o(  ipc&sf. 
The  present  was  a  very,  proper  inquiry,  aa 
going  to  correct  false  impresstons,  if  any  had 
been  received,  and  presenting  an  occadon  cm 
which  the  House  might,  if  it  thought  fit,  make 
a  stand  as  to  the  policy  to  he  pursued  by  this 
Government.  It  waa  hi^y  expedient  that  the 
ftcta  of  thia  case  ahoold  be  fiilly  known. 

The  Teftrttwe  of  onr  lOniater  seenied  to  hira 
to  be  to  no  other  {ded^thaa  thatwhidi  m«y  Im 
undecstood  as  given  m  Mr.  Monroe's  mesaage. 
Yet,  when  that  message  waa  dosely  exanuned, 
it  would  be  found  to  contain  no  expreas  ptedge 
aa  to  what  this  Govemmott  would  do  In  tu 
case  supposed. 

J Here  Mr  M.  quoted  the  part  of  the  message 
lerred  to.] 

Here,  rir,  is  nothing  so  very  alsnnlng,  unless 
it  be  considered  as  pnparing  the  way  fiv  a 
ftitore  war— It  ^vesno  ^edge  to  that  eflte^ 
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y«t  its  language  u  such  thht  an  inferenoe  may, 
by  ptMBibility,  be  drawn  fnmi  it,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  oommitted  to  the  Sonth  American 
States  to  an  extent  farther  than  it  is  oonunitted 
to  the  rest  of  the  world.  But  the  langnage 
lidd  hy  oar  Hinistw  is  not  oi  this  vagne  and 
indefiut*  description — H  is  ezpUcit— it  la  deci- 
sive—«nd,  if  the  Goveniment  have  tak^  tli« 
gronnd  he  states,  I  think  it  des^es  the  most 
serioos  conrideration,  and  that  s^eediljr. 

I  omif  rir,  that  I  can  conoeive  a  state  of 
things  to  oocnr  in  relation  to  these  Simnblics 
■which  mi^t  induce  ns  to  change  the  poiiej  we 
have  thus  far  pnrraed — ^bnt  it  is  a  state  of 
things  most  nnhkely  to  happen.  If  all  the 
European  Governments  should  combine  and 
commence  a  cmsade  against  Republican  Got- 
emments  as  snch,  and  shoold  commence  their 
operations  by  an  invanon  of  the  Booth  Ameri- 
can States  in  onr  immediate  viclnl^,  a  serions 
qnesfkra  might  |H«sent  itself  how  fiv  we 
ought;  in  aeli-defeiiee.  to  take  the  gnnnd  Inti- 
mated hj  Preridoit  Jbmroe,  and  maintafai  it 
lij  fime  vi  anna.  Bnt  no  sach  state  of  things 
v&sta,  or  seems  likely  to  exist;  the  inquiry, 
bowew,  is  pn^r,  and  ought  to  be  made. 

lii.  Fowaix  moved  to  amend  the  resolation, 
as  now  modified,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
v«d  " Bescdred,"  and  insarOng  the  fidlowing: 

"That  the  Pnrfdent  of  the  United  States  be  re> 
ouested  to  inform  this  Hoose  whether  the  United 
States  have,  in  any  manner,  made  any  idedge  to 
the  Ooremments  of  Mexico  and  Souui  Americs, 
that  the  United  States  would  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  foreign  power  with  the  Independ- 
ence or  form  of  Government  of  those  uations ;  and, 
if  so,  in  what  manner?  and  to  what  extent t" 

Mr.  P.  s^  that,  aa  he  understood  the  gen- 
tl«nan  from  Emtnoky,  (Ur.  WiOKurrs,)  the 
olgect  of  that  gentleman  and  his  own  were,  in 
sobeUttoe.  tiie  same— their  propositions  differed 
only  in  the  mode  by  which  tiiat  object  was  to 
he  attained.  His  nssolution,  Mr,  P.  smd,  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  mine  directs  the 
inquiry  immediately  to  the  Executive.  I  thii^ 
l3b»  latter  conne  is  the  most  proper  and  beoom- 
lag.  That  mopoaed  by  the  gentleman  is  ono- 
■nd.  Use  Fw^amentaiT  |tt«Dtiee,  when  even 
a  oommHtee  of  tilds  House  wants  any  Infonna- 
tioa  tonebing  our  fin«ign  relationa,  is  to  ask  it 
throttth  the  House,  and  of  the  President ;  and 
ttioo^  I  shoold  be  &r  from  sacrificing  princi- 
ple to  oomtderatioaa  of  oonrte^,  yet,  when  the 
princiide  is  the  acme,  X  prefer  that  course  which 
is  mort  eoniteoas  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Govennuot — and  I  think  it  is  in  the  pres- 
ent ease  more  conrteona  for  this  House  to  ask 
^  iofbrmation  in  qneetion  from  the  Prerident 
flf  &e  I7itfted  States,  than  from  one  of  its  own 
ttmadtteee.  It  i»  certainly  very  important 
Sat  this  Hoaae  ahonM  have  the  knowledge 
vhkher  this  ooontry  does  or  does  not  stand 
SS^inSLlnu^MJrMti.  lahoitldliketo 


this  point :  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Executive  believes  that  this  Government  is  un- 
der any  such  pledge.  If  such  is  the  opinion, 
and  still  more,  if  snch  is  the  wish,  of  the  Ad- 
mmistration,  I  am  very  far  from  believing  it  is 
sanctioned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  it  is  highly  proper,  that  on  so  soious  a 
matter,  the  people  should  be  Informed  direoUy 
by  the  Preffldent  himself. 

Hr.  WiOEUFFS  observed^  that,  if  the  resolu- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
had  called  for  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
to  our  Hinister,  he  should  have  had  no  objec- 
tion to  its  adoption ;  but  it  called  for  informa- 
tion only  as  to  what  authority  the  Minister  had 
to  say  titat  the  ^vemment  is  pledged.  For 
himself,  he  was  not  much  acquainted  with 
diplomacy — and  he  was  not  certain  whether  a 
call  like  that  prt^Mised  would  induce  the  Pi^- 
dent  to  send  t^e  instructions.  What,  aaiked 
Hr.  W.,  are  we  to  have!  Are  we  only  to  get 
an  answer,  s^ing  that  tike  expresslim  <^  ue 
ICnister  appears  only  to  refer  to  the  message 
of  Prendent  Konroef  His  own  object  was  to 
bring  out  an  expression  by  the  officers  of  this 
Government  of  their  uoderstanding  whetiier 
such  a  pledge  was  or  ought  to  1)e  ^ven.  He 
should  nave  drawn  his  resolution  bo  as  to  in- 
clode  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  instmctioDa,  bnt 
he  knew  that  it  was  nsnal  for  the  President  to 
send  sach  documents  as  are  called  for  by  the 
House,  and  it  might  be  improper  to  send  the 
entire  letter,  as  part  of  it  mi^ht  relate  to  pend- 
ing ne^tiatloDS ;  a  treaty  with  Uexico  is  still 
in  fierr,  and  he  did  not  wish  a  disclosure  of  any 
thing  that  might  be  iiiiurions  to  the  public  in- 
terest He  bad  accomplished  the  end  for  which 
he  had  first  introduced  bis  resolution.  He  had 
presented  to  the  House  the  oUectionable  part 
of  what  had  been  submitted  in  our  negotia- 
tiom,  and  in  this  matter  had  done  his  duty; 
the  House  would  now  dispose  of  the  matter  as 
they  might  deem  most  expedient ;  if  they  wish 
the  opinion  of  the  Presioent  in  preference  to 
the  sight  of  documents  filed  with  him,  he  was 
content,  and  aiioold  make  no  otijeotion  to  that 
course. 

Mr.  PowBLL  answered,  that,  in  offering  hia 
ammdment,  he  had  not  for  a  moment  contem- 
plated the  calling  for  copies  of  the  Minister's 
insbnctfcms.  He  could  not  by  any  means, 
sanction  a  call  of  that  kind;  and  if  it  were 
proposed  by  others,  he  should  vote  SMinst  it 
All  be  wished  to  ask  was,  whether  the  Hinister 
had  authority  for  the  language  he  used ;  and, 
if  he  had,  from  whence  it  was  derived  ?  The 
response  must  be  a  plain  one.  If  he  had  an- 
tiiority,  the  President  will  answer  affirmatively, 
and  irill  also,  if  he  aots  towards  this  Honse  4n 
good  fiutii,  disclose  what  is  that  aathori^,  and 
where  it  is  to  be  found.  If  instructions  to  this 
effect  have  been  gives  b^  the  Secretary  of 
Stat&  he  will  so ;  if  Ifr.  Poinsett  only  re- 
ferred to  Uie  meaiage  of  Fnsident  Monroe^  he 
win  teD  tu  tliat ;  and  if  the  declaration  was 
made  vithoot  any  aathatitj  at  aD,  he  ean  tell 
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us  that  In  the  latter  case,  the  Govenunent  Ib 
boond,  oa  everr  consideratioii,  to  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly known  that  there  exists  no  such  pledge. 
Sir,  I  feel  very  ooofident  that  this  is  the  case; 
and  I  hold,  not  only  that  there  is  no  snoh 
pledge,  but  that  there  ought  not  to  be ;  and,  if 
there  has  sach  a  pledge  been  given,  I,  for  one, 
am  prepared  to  resist  it  to  the  utmost  extremi- 
ty, in  which  the  law  and  the  constitution  will 
sapport  me.  I  hold  each  engagements  by  the 
Executive  to  be  dangerous  and  unwarrantable. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  rising  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment, observed,  that,  if  the  House  made  any 
inqniry,  he  thought  they  ought  to  make  one 
immediately  pertinent  to  the  subject  under  dio- 
cuHsion.  Although  be  believed  Uiere  was 
abundant  evidenoe,  from  the  doouments  which 
had  accompanied  the  Pre^dent's  message,  that 
our  Minister  was  justified,  either  by  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  his  instructions,  to  hold  the  lan- 
(Toage  which  he  had  done  on  the  occadon  of 
xhia  memorable  pledge,  yet,  if  we  do  iaqolre, 
let  ns  go  to  the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  thing 
at  once,  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  Hr.  Olay's  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  of  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, where  our  ITmister  relates  his  confer- 
ence with  the  Mexican  Plenipotentiaries.  He 
hoped  that  the  gentlemui  from  Virginia  would 
aooept  his  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his 
entire  resolutioOf  and  if  that  gentleman  desired 
to  add  any  thing  to  it,  he  was  wilUng  it  should 
be  in  the  shape  of  an  explicit  call  for  more 
facts,  more  documents,  and  not  for  opinions 
and  arguments. 

Mr.  H.  sud  he  confessed  that  he  was,  in  the 
first  place,  opposed  to  any  call  on  the  sabject, 
because  he  thought  it  an  act  of  snpererogatioo, 
as  the  very  pomt  of  inquiry  was  sufficiently 
elucidated  by  the  iuformattoa  we  already  pos- 
sessed; but  he  confessed  he  entert^ed  the 
most  unreserved  and  decided  objections  to  the 
shape  in  which  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia 
had  thrown  his  Inqniry.  It  seemed  to  him 
merely  to  fiimiah  the  Preddent  with  a  friendly 
admonition,  that  some  new  flaw  had  bem  dis- 
covered in  this  splendid  pn^ect  of  his  Beore- 
tary  of  State,  and  we  should  then  have  another 
long  homily,  ad  eaptandum^  "to  wash  the 
Black-a-Moor  white."  Now,  sir,  let  us  confine 
our  Chief  Magistrate  to  facts,  and  endeavor  to 
restrain  the  excarsions  of  that  senins  which 
seems  happiest  in  declamation ;  wliich  supplies, 
with  abuudant  &cility,  the  argument  (in  spite 
of  the  fetters  of  the  correspondence  of  his  own 
ICuisters)  just  at  the  point  it  is  wanted,  either 
for  popular  effect,  or  general  proselytism.  He 
(Kmressed  that  he  felt  some  ^prehension,  he 
oonld  not  say  alarm,  that,  if  the  gentleman's 
resolution  prevailed,  be  should  have  a  most  in- 

f anions  discliumer  from  the  Fretident,  in  a 
ighly  beautiful  and  eloquent  diasertatiw,  got 
up  for  the  taste  of  the  lovers  of  fine  writmg 
and  sentiment,  without  one  Jot  of  a  pldn  mat- 
ter«f-&ot  substance  in  the  wh(de  paper.  And 
he,  for  one,  was  at  least  desirous  tiiat  he  should 
^ve  us  a  fl«rtam  letter,  if  there  was  a  «0rta^ 
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lattw ;  or  to  assign  an  adequate  reason  for  its 
non-exbteooe,  or  non-produotion. 

Mr.  H.  tiien  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Powell,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  requetted^  and  inserting  the  following : 

"  To  transmit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  PoinseU's  letter  to 
Mr.  GUy,  dated  Mexico,  28th  September,  182S." 

Mr.  PowKLL  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina  believed  that  he  would 
co-operate  in  the  process  of  whiUwathing  the 
acts  of  the  President  of  the  United  Btatea,  or 
of  any  other  funotionaiy  of  the  Govwiunen^ 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.  He  did  not  oome 
here  blijuUy  to  pursue  a  ooarse  presmbed  to 
him,  nor  dishonratiy  to  conceal  tne  defects 
tJie  officers  of  Government.  The  restdation  be 
had  offered,  was  dictated  by  no  such  motivee-— 
be  had,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  Bep- 
resentative,  endeavored  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly known  to  the  nation,  whether  any 
pledge  had  been  given  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, which  might  involve  this  country  in  the 
quarrels  of  otiier  nations.  He  considered  this 
due  to  the  Execative,  and  to  the  Minister  too. 
Sir,  I  did  say  that  I  Ibelieved  no  such  pledge  to 
exist.  I  do  brieve  so,  and  I  hope,  I  earnestly 
hope,  I  shall  be  sustuned  by  the  facts  when 
they  are  diseloeed.  I  shall  cwt^y  regret  it 
exceedingly,  if  I  am  not  I  shall  r^ret  it,  fdr, 
because  I  uways  regret  to  see  the  officers  of 
my  Government  act  improperly;  and  I  shall 
be  unfeignedly  sorry,  if.  it  should  torn  out  that 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  has  ven- 
tured on  such  a  hiffb-handed  measure  as  seems 
to  be  hnpnted  to  him. 

Sir,  I  cannot  accede  to  tbe  proposition  of  the 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina :  it  completely 
defeats  the  end  I  had  in  view.  What  I  want 
.to  know  is,  whether  Mr.  Poinsett  made  this 
declaration  by  authority  or  not  This,  nr,  is  a 
fact,  not  an  amiment — ^he  was  authorized,  or 
he  was  not :  and  tbe  £Bct  must  be  stated.  Then 
it  may  be  ndlowed  by  any  explanations  or  pal- 
lii^na,  which  the  Executive  may  judge  proper. 
And,  should  the  fact  torn  out  that  sach  a 
pledge  has  been  authorized,  however  I  may  dis- 
approve of  the  course,  I  hope  this  House  will 
not  be  indisposed  to  listen  to  any  explanations 
the  Prewdent  may  offer. 

The  geotieman  from  South  Carolina  wants  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Sir,  that  reply  may  not  answer  our  inqniry :  it 
may  not  even  advert  to  the  pledge  at  aU.  I 
want  to  know  from  whence  the  Minister  d^ 
rived  hie  authority.  If  any  genUeman  would 
prefer  to  have  the  call  contain  the  usual  re- 
striction with  reference  to  disclosures,  in  the 
,  Pre^d«it*8  opinion,  ii^jnrions  to  the  public  wel- 
:  fare,  I  have  no  o^ectitm  to  its  bnng  added. 
But  tiie  point  I  aim  at,  is  the  aathm^  for  the 
pledge — and  I  cannot  consent  to  strike  out  the 
proposed  pftrt  of  my  resolution,  or  to  adopt 
that  of  t£e  gentieman  from  South  Carolina, 
under  any  other  conditions  than  the  seonring 
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of  this  inquiry.  Hie  ansver  of  Hr.  Gla7  mmj, 
Tery  powiUj,  contain  matters  vhich  it  would 
tw  Tei7  indisereet  to  pablish  to  the  world.  Sir, 
I  care  not  ana  cent  whethw  Hr.  Olaj  repro- 
bated the  conduct  of  the  Minister  or  not :  his 
oensores  will  not  answer  mj  inqaiTy.  He  may 
censure  Hr.  Pcnnsett  ever  so  Beverely,  and  yet 
the  pledge  may,  nevertheless,  have  neok  given, 
and  it  may  have  been  warranted. 

lb*.  I>uTTOir  regretted  that  so  protracted  a 
discossioQ  should  have  takoi  place  m  reference 
to  what  he  oonld  not  but  consider  as  an  appa- 
rent, and  not  a  real  diffoence.  He  cmioMTed 
Hno  diflbrmoe  was  oocanoned  by  a  mere  misap- 
prehenoion.  The  ol^eot  of  the  gentleman  firtnn 
Virginia  meete  the  idea  of  his  oolleagne  from 
Soath  Cannula,  and  the  jHtmositioa  of  his  col- 
league is  not  at  vafiance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Virginia;  one  proposition  was 
more  gcoienl-— the  other  more  specific.  He 
had,  thereftve,  risen  to  propose  to  his  col- 
lesgne,  to  let  both  propositions  stand.  The 
SxoontiTe  will  then  be  culed  on  first  to  answer 
the  query  of  the  sentlenuui  fnm  Yii^riida,  and 
than  to  transmit  the  letter  of  IGr.  Olaj. 

Vr.  HuaLTOv  eaid  he  wished  to  make  a  rin- 
de  lemark,  in  nplj  to  the  gentlemau  from 
Virgliua.  I  do  not  desire,  swd  Mr.  H.,  by  nse- 
leas  (^position  to  mere  matto^  apparently,  of 
form,  to  protract  the  debate,  or  consnme  the 
time  ai  the  Honse.  But  I  feel  great  reluctance 
in  assenting  to  his  proposition,  that  I  ^onld 
modi^  iny  amendment,  and  restrict  the  call, 
only,  to  certain  part»  of  Mr.  Clay's  letter,  in 
BDSwer  to  Mr.  Poinsett's,  of  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1825.  It  is  true,  in  diplomacy,  as  m 
taathematica,  that  certain  parts,  on2y,  are  not 
efBil  to  the  whtde:  and  I  uiink,  Uiat  the  man- 
Bv  in  which  a  oo-«!dini^  Imnoh  of  CoDgresa 
has  been  treated,  on  this  tow  snlject,  ought  to 
admonish  us  of  the  improdenoe  dlowing, 
nnder  an  over-nice  and  cautious  discretion,  too 
wide  a  iatitnde  to  those  who  hold  the  shears, 
who  are  able.  In  the  record,  to  cut  in  and  cut 
out,  jnst  as  snita  their  convenience  or  necessity. 
The  very  different  exhibition  which  the  docu- 
ments, on  the  same  subject,  makes  before  each 
House,  now,  ^ows  to  what  purposes  of  prac- 
tical ntilitf  these  angular  onta.  in  and  out,  may 
be  api^ied.  He  could  not,  therefore,  consent 
to  this  modification,  unless  advised  by  the  indi- 
cation (hT  a  general  wish,  on  the  part  of  the 
Honaa^  fiiat  it  should  be  instituted. 

Before  he  took  his  seat,  Hr.  H.  add  that  he 
most  be  allowed  to  aacr  rate  wwd  to  the  sentie- 
man  from  Y  ii^ginia,  who  had  declared  wat  he 
did  not  believe  Mr.  Poinsett  had  bad  any  au- 
tbority  from  his  own  Oovemment,  to  bold  the 
langoage  which  he  bad  held  to  the  Mexican 
Pknipotentiaries^  which  is  disclosed  in  the  de- 
spatch to  Jtfh  Clajf  No.  22.  A  contrary  belief^ 
with  Ann,  be  coofeesed,  was  strengthened,  by  a 
eooSdeace  which  he  bod  in  the  £soretion  and 
iateilireace  of  Kr.  Poinsett,  wh<an,  he  be- 
BeniwaB  iacap»hle  of  holding  such  langoage 
iuSbrthennreaerved  Mmolioii  of  W»  Go\^. 
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emment.  Did  I  say  idmtdf  «dd  Mr.  H.  I 
might,  more  property,  use  a  stronger  term :  for 
here  [holding  up  the  documents]  I  have  the 
proof:  ay,  not  collateral  or  contingent,  but 
direct  and  positive.  In  a  more  essential  par- 
ticular— as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Government 
—what  does  Mr.  Clay  say,  in  bis  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  under  date  the  dth  November,  1825, 
in  whidi  he  goes  the  whole,  i»  ^etento,  on  the 
sul^eot  ctf  the  idedge? 

"TberebasMkingfaioonnsteDcyln  theHne  <tf 
policy  which  the  Uidted  Mezkao  States  would  seem 
dispMed  to  panne  towards  the  TJnited  States. 
They  would  regard  these  States  as  an  American 
oation  or  not,  aceordin^y  as  it  shall  suit  their  own 
purposes.  In  reqwct  to  coaimerce,  they  wotdd 
look  upon  us  as  a  Kiropeaa  nation,  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  ei^oymeQt  of  privilq^  eonoeded 
to  other  American  uatloiu.  But  whoi  an  attack  It 
imagined  to  be  menaced  by  Europe,  upon  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  Mexican  States,  then  an 
appeal  is  made  to  those  fraternal  Bjmpatbiea  which 
are  justly  supposed  to  belong  to  our  condition  ta  a 
member  of  the  American  Family.  No  longer  than 
about  three  months  tm,  when  an  innrion  by 
France,  ot  the  hdand  of  Cuba,  was  bdieved  at 
If  ezico,  the  United  Mexican  Government  promptly 
called  upon  the  Government  of  the  TJnited  States, 
throng  yon,  to  fiMl  the  memorable  pledge  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  message  to 
Congress,  of  December,  1828.  What  they  would 
have  done,  had  the  oontiiigeu^  hajqiened,  may  be 
inferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American  Hiniater 
at  Paris,  a  coi^  of  which  is  herewith  sent,  which 
yon  are  authorized  to  read  to  the  Flenlpoteatiariea 
of  the  United  Mexican  States." 

The  contingency  of  our  interference,  then.  In 
the  event  of  uie  island  of  Cuba  beinff  Invaded 
by  France,  or,  ergo,  by  any  other  European 
power,  is  one,  and  the  most  important,  illustra- 
tioa  which  tiie  Administivtion  puts  on  Mr. 
Monroe's  pledge  of  December,  162S.  Now,  I 
will  ask  any  man  who  hears  me,  whether  the 
invasion  of  Cuba  by  a  European  power,  or 
its  peace&l  transfer,  is  not  a  much  more  proba- 
ble event  than  any  attempted  colonization  of 
the  American  continents,  or  any  concerted 
effort  of  the  combined  powers  of  Europe 
against  the  independence  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Republics?  Our  Secretary  of  State,  in  au- 
thorizing Mr.  Poinsett  to  read  this  despatch  of 
Mr.  Brown's  to  the  Mexican  Flenipotentiariea, 
has  indeed  authorized  him  to  pledge  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's mem<nnble  d^hratton  (not  pledge)  in  the 
only  contingency  of  probable  danger  that  la 
ever  likely  to  occur.  The  Secrets^  ctf  State 
has  Indeed  taken  the  bull  by  the  boms,  and  it 
is  useless  for  us  to  talk  about  what  Mr.  Poin- 
sett may  have  said  in  a  loose  diplomatic  talk, 
argtimda,  when,  by  virtue  of  the  previous  in- 
structions, he  was  subsequentiy  authorized  to 
pledge  the  country  as  b^  for  the  whole  sum  of 
a  l«^r  and  more  probable  don^r.  The 
House  will  api^reciate  toe  truth  of  this  remark 
when  they  weigh  the  import  of  Mr.  Clay's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Brown,  in  whidk  he  instmcts  hhn  to 
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aaj  to  the  EVenoh  GoTemmeDt,  that  "we  could 
not  anumt  to  the  occupation  ^  Quba  hy  any 
other  MuTQpcan  power  than  Spain,  imder  any 
oontingency  wMtrnw.^  This  oonaent  mnst 
mean  figh^  or  It  Is  sheer  bnllying.  Thia,  then, 
is  the  oonmientar7  whioh  the  AdmmiBtration 
itave  ^ven  to  Six.  Monroe's  mere  expression  of 
in  opinion ;  thej  have  made  it  ajppUoalde  to  an 
erent  altogether  probi^  and  rail  oS  danger. 
Whereas,  Mr.  Pouuett'a  had  refarenoe  to  an 
improbable  oontingenc^T}  althoo^  no  doubt 
with  instmotiona.  For  what  man,  who  doea 
not  jwrtioipate  in  the  dreams  of  the  hero  of 
Cervantes,  believes  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
will  ondertake  a  crusade  to  re-oolbnize  the 
Sonth  American  Repnbltos,  or  assiul  their  inde- 
pendence !  Bat,  that  Spain  may  transfer 
Goha,  and  that  it  may  be  oconpied  \>j  a  En- 
ropean  power,  under  ciroumstanoea  which 
would  render  it  follj,  or  something  worse,  for 
na  to  interfere,  is,  to  say^  the  leaat  of  it,  not 
b^lfond  the  pale  <tf  a  reaaonable  poadbilit;'. 
Hr.  Ftrinsett  haa,  Hiwefbre,  ^tmi  the  pledge 
hifl  Govermnent  mider  a  oontinguu^  irtiere 
we  shall  never  oe  called  np<m  to  redeem  it 
Vx.  Ola/  has  anthorized  him  to  atake  it,  where 
the  hazard  la  probablei,  periloiu^  and,  perhaps, 
immediate. 

I  tiunk,  tiierefore,  having  dboovered  that 
the  Administration  hiaa  given  the  most  com- 
prehensive range  to  the  deehvration  in  ques- 
tion, which  thej  have  made  a  pledge,  it  saper- 
sedes  the  necessitjr  of  an  ingairy  on  a  subordi- 
nate point;  thongh,  I  repea^  if  we  are  to  have 
an  inqnirj,  let  ns  have  facts,  not  impoaing  and 
aednctive  statements,  in  which  a  pretty  elo- 
qoenoe  of  a  oortain  Und^  is  to  stand  in  tiie 
^aee  of  every  tUng  else. 

Kr.  Tbdibls  said  that  he  had  no  other  infor- 
matioD  on  the  subject  before  the  House,  than 
that  whidi  had  been  printed,  and  laid  npon  the 
tables  of  all  the  members ;  but,  from  an  exam- 
ination of  these,  he  felt  fully  satisfied  that  no 
anoh  pledge  had  been  ^ven,  as  gentlemen 
aeemed  to  apprehend,  nor  had  any  authority 
been  given  to  make  such  a  pledge.  He  had 
risen  to  correct  a  mistake  (x  the  gentieman 
from  SoQth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  in  the 
QXjiofiition  he  had  ^ven  of  lb-.  Monroe^s  mes- 
sage, [Htte  Ur.  T.  quoted  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Guy  to  lix.  FoInsetL  and  of  the  fmner  Sec- 
tatuy  of  State,  to  the  Anurican  IGnister  at 
Paris.]  All  that  ia  contained  in  this  despatch 
amounts  to  this — that  we  wtU  not  consent  that 
any  other  power  than  Spain  shall  take  posaes- 
aion  of  the  provinces  immediately  in  our  own , 
vicinity.  Now,  I  ask  of  gentlemen,  if  we 
ought  to  consmtt  Certainly  not :  and  this  is 
all  the  letter,  as  expounded  by  reference  to  for- 
mer instructions,  declares.  How  far  we  should 
be  inclined  to  go.  In  extremities,  we  do  not 
say ;  nor  is  it  prudent  that  we  ^oold.  At  the 
time  the  late  TresideA  Monroe  srait  his  Mes- 
sage to  Congrees^  in  which  the  declaration  ia 
inade,  which  haa  been  so  often  refSarred  to^  a 
poDffvn  of  slltsd  sorortlgns  had  bow  held  at 
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Troppan  and  Laybaoh,  and  another  was  pro' 
posed  at  Verona.  The  labor  of  these  congress' 
es  had  been,  in  part,  made  public ;  and  a  com- 
munication is  s^d  to  have  been,  in  oonso- 
quenoe,  made^  in  some  way,  by  the  British 
Government  to  that  of  the  united  States.  A 
clause  of  the  secret  treaty  (tf  Torataonitaiiied 
the  following  declaraticm : 

*' Art.  1.  The  high  contracting  parties,  vdl  cod- 
vinoed  that  the  system  of  Bepresentatire  Govern* 
meat  is  m  inconipatible  withtlw  monvchieal  princi- 
ple aa  the  marim  of  the  soverdgnty  of  the  peo|to 
u  opposed  to  the  priori];de  of  dinoe  right,  engage, 
in  the  moat  sotenm  maoner,  to  emptor  ""i  thor 
means,  and  unite  all  thdr  efforts,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  system  of  Bepresentative  Government,  vber- 
ever  it  is  knovn  to  exist,  in  tlie  l^tes  of  Smope, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  bdng  introduoed  Into  thosa 
States  where  it  is  not  known." 

To  this  Article,  all  the  allied  sovereigns  were 
mutually  pledged.  The  British  Government, 
oonc^ving  these  [ojndpUs  to  beaimed,in  psrt, 
at  the  prindpies  of  their  free  cmstitntiwi,  bft- 
oame  alarmed,  and  signified  that  they  were 
ready  to  go  niand  in  hand  with  thta  Gorem- 
ment,  so  far  as  the  United  States  would  go^  in 
protecting  the  Governments  of  South  Amenca. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  know  of  any  oflBcial 
anthority  for  this  statement,  but  thia  was  the 
account  published  at  the  time,  and  generally 
credited.  It  was  after  this  that  the  late  Presi- 
dent sent  his  message  to  this  House.  Bat 
though  I  do  not  know  that  tJtus  oonmiuniq|tion 
actually  was  made  by  the  Government  of  Great 
Britun  to  our  Government,  I  do  know  that  the 
British  acted  precisely  as  they  mi^t  have  been 
expected  to  da  if  aneh  were  the  &ot ;  and  ft 
was  under  snon  ciroumstanoea  that  the  messupB 
was  sent,  and  1^  which  Its  meaning  is  to  be  il- 
lustrated, fflr,  what  did  the  people  of  the 
United  Btatea  say,  or  what  will  they  now  aay 
to  these  words  of  the  allied  sovereigns  I  And 
what  would  they  sqr  .if  an  attempt  ^onld  be 
made  to  enforce  these  doctrines,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  t  Sir,  I  am  wiUing  to  leave  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  iudge  how  tax 
this  messages  pledges  us  to  an  ^lianoein  ud  of 
the  South  American  States.  It  is  said  that  we 
are  pledged,  and  this  pledge  is  sud  to  refer  to 
President  Monroe^s  Message ;  and  Hi,  Clay,  in 
explaining  it,  refers  to  the  letter  to  the  IGnis- 
ter  at  Paris,  to  show  what  the  United  Statea 
would  do,  in  ease  of  extrendties.  And  what 
does  that  letter  say  t  It  ooly  says  that  we  will 
in  no  case  eotuoni  to  the  sncore  of  the  Smth 
Amoioan  States,  by  any  European  power  ex- 
cept Spain.  It  goes  no  ftirthra'.  As  to  the 
present  call,  I  am  disposed  to  make  it  as  broad 
as  genUemen  can  wish,  becanse  I  am  aatisfied 
no  other  pledge  than  what  I  have  explained  haa 
ever  been  f^ven. 

Mr.  Letohkb  stid  he  thought  an  amendment 
might  be  suggested  which  would  meet  the 
wishes  of  alL  His  colleague  (Il£r.  Wioxum) 
wished  to  ascertain  whether  the  American  Gov- 
ernment is  nndor  pledge  to  «id  Keiioo,  in  oaa* 
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A»  ihall  be  attacted,  and  to  bear  the  bnmt  of, 
iQCh  an  oiteiprise  I  I  -mab  the  same.  I  niflb 

as  <me  of  toe  American  people ;  beoaoee  aU 
tbe  peo|de  hare  a  deep  mterest  in  knowing 
fbe  net.  The  proper  Boaroe  from  which  this 
knowledge  is  to  be  obtained,  is  the  President 
c£  the  United  Statea.  Bat  tbe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  iB  apprehensive  that,  if  we  ap^lj 
to  the  President,  his  reply  will  be  acoompanied 
with  Bondry  argnments  and  explanations — ^that 
tiiere  will  be  a  great  deal  of  wAiftftnuAt}!^,  and 
little  salssfaetOTy  information. 

BoTy  the  gentleman  need  not  Ije  alarmed. 
The  Prendcnt  is  to  be  called  upon  rimply  to 
Bay,  -whether  the  langoage  of  our  Minister  it 
f^oia  authori^  or  not  The  answer  will,  it 
most,  state  the  ftet.  If  this  statement  Bhall  sf- 
terwards  be  followed  by  ever  so  much  argn- 
ment,  or  whitewashing,  it  iaof  littie  moment — 
&e  met  wilt  q>eak  for  itself.  Bat  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  call  for  a  letter  of  the  S^retary  of 
State.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  aboat  the  letter  al- 
luded to ;  bat  it  is  not  improbable  that  that  let- 
ter may  contain  something  which  is  oaloolated 
to  affect  the  pending  negotiations  with  Mexioo. 
I  presame  an  amenoment  can  be  offered  which 
will  meet  the  wishes  both  of  my  oolleagne  and 
of  the  goitlranan  from  South  Carolina.  I  offer 
the  f<diowing  as  a  sabstitnto  fbr  the  resolntiom 
asamoided. 

Ifr.  Im.  was  bwe  slwat  to  cSBar  a  sahatitate, 
when — 

Tbe  Spkaxxb  said,  the  gentieman  most  be 
aware  that  no  sabstitnte  oonld  be  in  order,  not 
being  admitted  by  the  role  of  the  House. 

Ht.  Fobstth  and  Mr.  Wbiobt  now  rose 
to  address  the  House ;  but  the  Speakkb  an- 
nounced that  the  hour  allotted  to  resolutions  had 
ezfored ;  and  was  proceeding  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Day,  when — 

Hr.  WioxuFFB  moved  to  pMtpone  the  Orders 
of  the  Day,  for  the  purpose  of  |H!Ooeedlng  with 
tbepresent  discnsdon. 

1^  motion  {nrevdled— Ayes  89,  Koee  Tl ; 
and  the  debate  was  aeoordin^y  resumed. 

Mr.  "Wnaof  said,  liie  aspect  in  whicih  the 
prc^Kidtioin  before  fhe  House  presented  Itself 
to  his  mind,  was  somewhat  difierent  from  any 
he  had  hewd  stated  hi  the  course  of  the  dis- 
enari<m.  !Ur.  Pobiaett,  in  his  letter  of  the  26th 
of  September,  163S,  detailing  a  conversation 
held  by  hhn,  with  tbe  Minifltere  of  the  Mexican 
GovCTnmen^  in  relataon  to  the  proposition  in  a 
'Dating  negotiation,  to  place  this  country  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  tiie  pthw  American  Re- 
publics, states,  that  he  observed,  "  that  against 
the  power  of  Spain,  they  [the  United  Mexioan 
State^  luld  given  sufficient  proof  that  they  re- 
quired no  aasistanoe^  and  the  United  St^es  had 
pieced  themselTes  not  to  permit  any  other 
fower  to  iatethre  dther  with  th^  independ- 
mce.  OT  form  at  Government;  and  that,  as  in 
tbe  erect  of  «och  an  attempt  being  made  by 
(fee  powew  of  Saxop^  we  should  be  coi^lled 
the  moat 

tobSv^  bnmt  of  the  oontes^"h  was  notjust 


that  we  Bhoidd  be  placed  on  a  mare  mi&vora> 
ble  footing  than  the  other  American  Bepnblica. 
This  has  been  treated  as  though  understood  to 
be  the  ^er  <^  a  pMgt^  by  1&.  Pcrinsett,  to  the 
Mexican  Hinistor.  The  language  he  uses,  in 
my  opinion,  cleariy  imports  no  such  thing.  It 
speaks  of  somethingixut — a  pledge  that  ^ad  heen 
made  by  the  United  States — ^not  of  one  offered 
by  him,  or  that  had  been  offered  by  him,  then,  or 
at  any  other  time :  of  one  be/ore  made  by  the 
United  Statea  to  the  world,  or  to  the  powers  of 
£arOT>e.  He  evidently  alludes  to  nothing  that  he 
had  done,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  or  without 
instructions.  The  atlnsion,  most  palpably,  is  to 
the  dedaration  made  by  the  lato  President,  in 
hiflmeBBag&  atthe  openmgof  the  last  Otmgress, 
and  must  have  been  so  understood.  In  that 
message,  the  then  Preddent  declares  to  the 
European  powers  that  it  did  not  comport  with 
our  policy  to  interfere  in  tmy  manner  with  tiieir 
concerns,  in  their  own  quarter  of  the  world,  but 
that  we  could  not  view,  without  concern,  any 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  Republics  in  ^is 
hemisphere,  and  that  any  attempt  on  their  part, 
so  to  interfere,  would  be  viewed  by  us  "  as 
dangerous  to  our  -peace  and  safety,"  as  mani- 
festing "  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  States."  This  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent is,  unquestionably,  what  iSr.  Poinsett  al- 
luded to,  and  his  langunge  evidences  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  passage.  I  will  not  discuss  the 
proposition  whether  this  dedaration  pledges 
the  United  States  to  any  particular  course,  to 
repel  measures  dangerous  to  our  peace,  lliat 
question  need  not  now  be  examin^,  but  ite  so- 
lution is  not  doubtfol. 

But,  sir,  this  view  satisfies  me  that  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton,)  coupled  with  his  suggestion  to 
the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Powbll,) 
does  not  indicate  the  true  course  for  us  to  pur- 
sue. If  the  object  be,  as  I  understand  it,  to  ae- 
quire  information  whether  lib*.  Poinsett's  dec- 
laration was  aothorized  by  the  Executive,  It  is 
obvious  lhat  a  call  only  for  the  onwsr  of  the 
Secretary  to  Ur.  Poinsett's  letter,  will  not  elicit 
it.  The  authority  for  the  pledge,  as  well  as  the 
pledge  itself  had  existence  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  letter  detailing  the  conversation  about  it. 
Ton  might,  from  that  answer,  learn  whether 
the  Executive  animadverted  on  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Poinsett ;  whether  he  censured  him  for  an 
unauthorized  act,  or  recognized  his  power,  and 
commended  its  execution ;  or  you  might  dis- 
cover an  omission  to  notice  the  subject  at  all. 
Grant,  for  one  moment,  that  this  is  iound  to  be 
the  case ;  you  might  itifer,  from  the  omission, 
the  existence  of  the  authority,  but  we  should 
have  no  ^Bstinot  evidence  of  any  anthority  be- 
ing given.  This  propofiition,  then,  will  foil 
its  object,  and  cannot  obtfdn  fbr  us  any  uaefol 
information. 

I  prefer  the  proposlticm  of  the  gentieman 
from  Yir^ia  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Eentoo^,  as  modified  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentieman  from  New  Toric  If  yon  want  in< 
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formataon,  jon  mnat  seek  it  vhere  it  is  to  be 
had,  in  the  Exeontive  department  of  your  Oot- 
ernmeDt.  The  conunittee  have  no  more  infor- 
mation than  we  have.  In  directing  yonr  inqnirjr 
to  the  committee,  you  can  get  oothing.  Direct 
it  to  the  President,  and  70a  maj  get  useful  in- 
formatioo.  I  want  all  the  taots  connected  with 
the  subject,  and  am  ia  favor  of  aakins  tar  the 
inf  ormatiMi  where  I  know  it  can  be  had.  When 
we  get  it,  then  it  will  be  time  enoogfa  to  direct 
onr  committee.  Bnt  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  foimd  that  the  onl/  antbority  the  Kinister 
at  Mexico  had,  was  the  message  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Websteb  said  he  was  very  nnwilHng  to 
anticipate  a  discossion  which  seemed  properly 
to  belong  to  a  fatare  occasion.  He  wished  to 
abstain,  at  present,  from  every  thing  not  imme- 
diately pertinent  to  the  pending  qaestion.  Snf- 
fident  for  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof.  An 
oocaeion  was  approaching  when  it  wonld,  prob- 
ably, be  more  proper  to  debate  many  of  w»  im- 
portant topios  which  had  now  been  adverted  to. 

He  could  have  no  oljeotion  to  any  proper 
Inquiry,  on  this,  or  any  oeoarion.  Her^>retted 
the  present  motim  only,  as  it  might,  perhaps, 
Imply  a  censnre  on  an  officer  of  the  GK>vem- 
ment  abroad,  when  no  eensore  might  be  de- 
aerved.  He  did  not  feel  at  all  oertain  that  great 
blame  attached  anywhere.  Mr.  Poinsett's  ex- 
pression might  be  somewhat  too  strong.  Prob- 
ably it  was  so :  hat  still  he  thonght  it  was  qnite 
evident  that  he  referred  to  the  message  of  De- 
cember, 1823,  and,  therefore,  his  meaning  was 
apparent  enough.  He  (Mr.  W.)  felt  a  good 
deal  anwilling  to  impate  blame,  in  a  case  where 
nothing  was  apparentiy  wronft  bnt  the  mode 
of  expression ;  and  where  It  did  not  appear  that 
anybody  had  been  misled.  Still,  there  are  sev- 
eral gentlemen  who  have  expressed  a  confident 
opinioQ  that  Hr.  Poinsett  had  some  anthori^, 
more  than  we  know,  for  his  declarations.  He 
most,  they  say,  have  instmctions,  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  which  bears  him  ont  in  giving  a  pledge 
to  the  Mexican  Government  For  bis  part,  he 
^r.  W.)  shoald  be  very  much  disappointed  if 
it  did  not  torn  ont  that  Mr.  Poinsett  spoke  on 
no  other  authority  than  Mr,  Monroe's  pnblio 
messi^.  He  was  confident  it  was  so.  The 
ifhole  document  convinced  him  of  that  But 
as  gentlemen  thought  otherwise— as  they  in- 
sisted that  Kt.  Poinsett  muat  hare  had  some 
direct  and  complete  authority  for  what  he  had 
said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  inqniry,  for  the  sat- 
Isfactloa  of  anch  gentlemen. 

As  to  the  dedaraUon  of  the  President,  in 
1838,  the  oireamstances  which  led,  probably,  to 
that  declaration,  had  been  stated,  in  general, 
by  an  honorable  member  fVom  Kentucky.  The 
proceedings  of  the  allied  powers,  at  l^vppau, 
Laybach,  tmd  Verona,  were  well  remembered ; 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  very  year  then  expir- 
ing, the  King  of  Spiun  had  been  establi^ed  on 
his  throne  by  the  army  of  France.  This  army 
had  marched  into  Smun,  with  the  consent  of 
tiie  other  powen  of  £nrop^  except  Kngiftftd. 
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It  had  accomplished  its  ol^ectSL  Ferdinand 
had  been  reinstated,  by  foreign  force,  in  all  hb 
prerogatives.  Under  ^ese  circumstances,  the 
question  was,  how  is  it  likely  the  allied  powers 
will  act  towards  the  former  Spanish  colonies  in 
America.  Having  succeeded  in  estabU^ing 
anch  a  government  as  suited  them  in  Spun, 
herself^  would  they  not,  or  might  they  not,  be 
willing  to  go  ftrther,  and  to  asrist  the  Spanish 
monaroh  in  reomiqnering  his  rehdlions  pror- 
ineesf  It  was  possible  Vbaj  might  do  uu^— 
perhaps  it  was  not  very  improbable.  At  this 
Jnnoture,  the  President's  declaration  was  made. 
It  was  wrai^>ed  op,  he  would  not  say  in  mys- 
ticism, but  CMlunly  in  phrases  sufficiently  caa- 
tions.  The  amount  of  it  was,  that  this  Govem- 
ment  oould  not  look  with  indifference  on  any 
combination  among  other  powers,  to  asrist 
Spain  in  her  war  against  the  South  American 
States;  that  we  could  not  but  consider  any 
snoh  combination  as  dangerous  or  unfriendly 
to  us :  and  that  if  it  dionld  be  fiHmed,  it  wonld 
be  for  die  eompetent  anthcoitieB  of  tins  Qovem- 
ment  to  dedda,  vhen  the  oaae  arose,  what 
course  our  duly  and  onr  intmest  shonld  reqidre 
us  to  pursue. 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  deolaratioQ. 
He  believed  he  might  be,  peib^w,  the  only 
member  who,  at  that  time,  suggested,  that  this 
declaration,  with  all  restrictions,  was  neoessary 
to  preserve  onr  neutrality.  It  must,  of  course, 
happen,  in  every  Government,  that  the  Execu- 
tive should  undertake  to  qieak,  towards  foreign 
nations,  of  the  wishes  and  ol^Jeots  of  the  Gov- 
emmeuL  It  cannot  be  otherwise.  But  this  it 
dow  on  its  responability.  General  Washing- 
ton proclaimed  neutralitf  st  the  breaking  ont 
of  the  great  European  wars.  But  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  two  Houses  to  present  him  a  l&w, 
the  next  d^,  declaring  war.  The  IntOTConrse 
of  nations  ctmld  liardly  go  on,  and  cme  great 
end  of  an  Fxeoutive  woud  oe  defeated,  if  it  oonld 
not  venture,  on  proper  occasions,  to  express  the 
views  and  wishes  of  tiie  Government.  It  ia 
responsible  for  this  as  for  its  other  acts. 

Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  no  question  but  that 
Mr.  Poinsett  was  referring,  merely,  to  this  deo- 
laration.  He  did  not  speak  of  any  pledge  as 
given  by  him,  or  through  him.  He  gave  no 
present  pledge  or  assurance  of  any  kind.  Ho 
was,  evidenuT,  speaking  oi  somettdng  preoe- 
dent— somethmg  notorious;  and  that  some- 
thing was  the  diolaratlfni  of  18S8.  Kow,  mak- 
ing allowance  for  inoorrectness  of  expres* 
sion,  he  saw  nothing  wron^.  If  he  called 
any  thing  by  a  wrong  name — ^if  he  called  that  a 
pledge  which  was  no  pledge — still  it  does  not 
apj>ear  that  he  deceived  them,  or  meant  to  de- 
ceive them  with  whom  he  dealt. 

He  was  willing,  also,  to  call  for  the  answer 
to  this  letter,  for,  although  he  did  not  see  how 
the  letter  oonld  rest,  for  its  anthori^,  on  a  sab* 
sequent  CKie^  he  had  no  ol^eetion  to  aee  the 
whole. 

Mr.  BuOHAiTAy  said  he  would  vote  In  favor 
of  t^  fmfliwiimMrt  which  had  been  propoaed 
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liy  the  gestieman  from  Nev  Tork,  (Mr.  Vsb- 
ruHQK,)  and  against  all  tbe  Babeeonent  amend- 
moits  Thiefa  haid  been  mored.  He  would  pro- 
ceed to  ^ve  his  reasons. 

I  premtrae,  said  J£t.  B.,  tiie  gentleman  from 
Kassachnsetta,  (Mr.  Wxbstbr.)  among  others, 
allnded  to  me,  when  he  stated  that  some  gen- 
tleman had  expressed  on  opinion  Uiat  onr  Hinis- 
to  Mexico  had  anthority  to  make  the  declara- 
tion whioh  be  made  to  the  Govemnirat  of  that 
eoontry.  I  had  other  noonds  for  this  belief 
bendsB  msre  «DMiMk  It  rests  upon  tbe  nni- 
fi>nn  poUoy  of  the  ExeeotiTe  naneh  of  this 
Goyemment,  for  several  months  past,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  docnments  npon  onr  table. 

Ihe  gentleman  from  ICassachnsetts  (Mr.  Wbb- 
rxb)  u  not  certun  there  is  any  blame  any- 
where.  This  opinion,  in  my  judgment,  cannot 
be  sopported.  Had  not  Mexico  refhsed  to  ns 
the  same  treaty  sdpalation  which  she  had 
granted  totheSonthem  B^nbUcs?  Had  not 
the  w^otiation  arrived  at  a  crinji  f  Was  it  not 
aboat  to  be  dissolved  f  In  this  critical  mo- 
BMOt,  OUT  Minister,  tor  the  first  t^me,  deelared 
they  Aonld  grant  as  the  same  advaatwes,  be- 
eanse  ve  stood  In  the  same  relative  sitaation 
towards  tSiein  wiUi  tbe  other  Republics  of  this 
bemnhere.  We  stood  pledged  to  support  both 
thrir  md^wndenoe  and  tlieir  form  of  Govem- 
znent,  agamst  any  power  except  Spun,  wbidi 
should  attempt  to  mterfere  wiw  eitner.  If  Mr. 
F<Hnscti;  has  obtained  a  treaty  npon  fake  and 
nnfonnded  declarations  of  this  natnre,  he  ia 
mocb,  very  mnch,  to  blame.  Bnt  this  is  not 
alL  He  has  proceeded  mnch  farther.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  letter,  he  states  as  fol- 
lows :  I  then  recapttolsted  the  course  of  pol- 
icy pnrsoed  towards  the  Spanii^  colonies,  by 
onr  Govwnmen^  whioh  had  so  largely  contarib- 
bitfed  to  aeonre  thdr  indepeiidaic&  mm  enkble 
than  to  take  tfaeir  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth :  and  dedamd  f^at  fier&er  w  «Mr» 
ready  to  do  in  order  to  dt^end  thdr  righU  and 
UberlieB ;  hut  that  tkiM  could  only  he  expected 
Jrom  «•,  (»u2  eould  only  be  aeeompU»kea  hy  a 
Strict  %Mon  of  all  the  Amorietm  iSspuUtei,  on 
UrmM  <if  perfect  eqvality  and  reeiproeity. 

ffir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  wish  to  see  tbe  answer  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter. 
Id  tliat  letter  be  has  certainly  given  a  full  and 
candid  exposition  of  the  state  of  tbe  negotia- 
tion. It  brooght  home  distinctly  to  the  knowl- 
edge oi  oar  Government,  what  kind  of  a  treaty 
ttiir  M^'***"  had  demanded,  and  the  stipnlfr- 
tiois  be  bad  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaunlng 
it  If  the  answer  to  this  letter  shonld  approve 
his  oondnet,  in  general  terms ;  nay,  if  it  snonld 
be  dent  np<m  uie  sntgect,  the  inference  is  ir- 
ntistible,  that  onr  Execntive  wished  the  Mexi- 
eiQ  Government  to  gnmt  us  a  treaty,  under 
tbe  imfKessiotts  which  had  been  made  by  his 
deelar^oBSb  If  they  had  not  resolved  to  pur- 
sos  this  oonrse  of  policy,  it  was  their  duty, 
pmnptly  and  decidedly,  to  disavow  the  deola- 
Mtioa  of  their  Minister.  A  tacit  consent  is  equal- 
ly itra^  Mod  equally  binding  with  an  npress 


assent.  If  our  Government  shonld  obtain  and 
accept  a  treaty  upon  the  terms  stated  to  tbe 
Mexican  Government  Mr.  Poinsett,  it  wonld 
be  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  good  faith 
among  nations,  afterward  to  attempt  to  extri- 
cate oarselves  from  the  pledge,  by  declaring 
that  he  bad  no  instrnotions  to  make  snob  a 
stipulation. 

Independent  of  any  express  instmctiona, 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  in  tbe  documents 
before  ns,  to  oreid«  a  belief;  that  onr  Minister 
was  not  mistaken  in  the  genaral  policy  and 
views  of  the  Execntive.  when  our  Govern- 
ment was  invited  to  send  Ministers  to  Panama, 
tiie  terms  of  the  invitation  were  explicit ;  they 
could  not  be  mistaken.  We  were  informal 
that  tbe  two  principal  snbjects  which  would 
engage  tbe  attention  of  tbe  Congress,  so  far  aa 
tbe  United  States  were  concerned,  would  be 
onr  "  resistance  or  opposition  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  any  neutral  nation,  in  the  question  and 
war  of  independence,  between  the  new  powers 
of  the  continent  and  Spun,"  and  our  *'op- 
pocstimt  to  colonization  in  America  by  the 
European  Powers."    Mr.  Obregcm  tolls  us, 

after  these  two  primapal  sul^ecta,  the  Kepre- 
sentativee  of  tbe  united  States  may  be  occupied 
□pon  others."  Having  presented  this  plain  ex- 
position of  the  views  of  his  Government,  be 
mvited  us  to  send  Bepresentatives  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  "  with  express  instructions  in 
their  credentials,  upon  the  two  prindpal  qoes- 
tions."  Tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  coutaina^ 
substantially,  tbe  same  declarations. 

Does  tbe  answer  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
contain  a  whisper  of  dissent  from  the  terms  of 
this  invitation  t  Co  we  accept  the  invitation 
conditionally  ?  Do  ve  dedare  we  could  enter 
into  no  treaty  <rf  w^H^^c*,  for  the  purpose  of 
canyiog  into  ^ect  tiie  ol^ects  which  tiie 
Souuiem  BepnbUcs  had  in  view!  No,  sir. 
On  the  OQntnffy,  tbe  invitation  was  accepted  in 
tiie  most  general  terms.  There  is  one  part  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, which  deserves  particular  attention :  he 
states,  that  "  this  is  a  matter  of  immediate 
utility  to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war 
with  Spain,  and  is  in  aceordanee  with  the  re- 
puted deciaratione  and  protette  of  the  Cabinet 
at  Waehinffton."  Was  Mr.  Salazar  mistaken, 
and,  if  he  were,  why  did  not  the  Cabinet  correct 
the  mistake  ?  Mr.  B.  observed,  that  he  thought 
he  had  sniOSciently  diown  it  was  not  a  mere 
opinion^  without  foots  to  sapport  it,  which  had 
indnced  him  to  bdieve  Mr.  Pobuett  was 
authorized  to  make  the  declarations  which  he 
had  made  to  the  Mexioui  Government. 

I  confess,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
tiie  great  danger  of  tbe  mission  to  Panama  is, 
^at  our  Government  will  there  pursue  this 
course  of  policy.  If  I  shall  be  convinced  this 
will  not  be  the  case,  I  will  give  my  consent  to 
the  mission.  As  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  I 
echo  the  sentiments  of  the  President  with  all 
my  heart,  I  would  not  agree  that  any  nation 
on  earth  ahoold  wrest  those  islands  from  the 
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dominion  of  8p^  With  the  exception  of 
England,  there  is  no  Oovemment  in  existenoe 
that  I  would  not  rather  see  in  poseeeeiou  of 
them  than  the  Government  of  Mexioa 

The  United  States  have  had  saffloient  ex- 
pfflieooe  the  Inoonveuieiioe  and  the  danger 
of  entangling  alliances.  We  onoe  entered  into 
8Qch  a  teeaty  with  France,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  huy  onrselves  on  at  a  great  saoiiflce. 
It  is  not  my  wish,  sud  Mr.  B.,  to  oe  understood 
that  this  Goveriunent  ought  not,  mider  any 
oircumstauces,  to  defend  the  independence  (n 
the  Sonthem  Kepublics.  The  principle  for 
which  I  contend,  is,  that  we  should  not  be 
bound  to  do  ao  by  treaty,  but  be  left  free  to 
act,  with  a  i)roper  regard  to  oar  own  situation, 
when  the  crisis  ahall  arrive. 

TtilB  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Foreign  BelatituiB.  That  oom- ! 
mittee  is^  in  ita  nature,  oonfidentiaL  Let  them 
inquire,  m  the  first  place,  and,  if  they  want 
more  information  than  they  already  possess, 
they  can  introduce  a  resolution  for  the  purpose 
of  ohtuning  it,  by  the  autiiority  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  want  merely  l^e  instmotiona  which 
were  ^ven  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  I  do  not  believe 
he  received  any  - express  authority  to  form  a 
treaty  of  alHanoe.  It  required  no  ghost  to  tell 
us  that.  I  wish  the  oommittee  careAilly  to 
examine  all  the  documents  which  have  been 
published,  or  which  may  be  in  their  power, 
and  report  to  this  House,  whether  Kaxioo  may 
not  have  been  deceived,  whether  had  not 
snffldait  authority  to  believe  we  were  pledged 
to  support  her  iodependenoe,  and  miether, 
under  tius  false  impression,  she  might  not 
grant  us  a  treaty  according  to  our  wi^es.  It 
IS  better  to  send  the  sobject,  at  once,  to  that 
committee.  It  will  go  to  them  without  restric- 
I  tion.  It  cannot  be  sent  to  the  President  in 
that  manner.  We  can  only  a^  from  him  for 
such  information  aa  may  be  communicated 
without  prejudice  to  the  pnblio  interest  It  is 
for  these  reasons  that  I  give  a  decided  pr^er- 
encetothe  amendment  proposed  bytlw  gen- 
tleman from  New  Toric. 

Ur.  F.  JoBHH<ur,  <tf  Eentncky,  aaid,  he  in- 
tended to  say  but  little  on  the  sal^Jeot^  as  so 
much  had  alnadj  been  and:  that  it  seemed  to 
him  that  gentlemen  were  too  late  with  oltJeo- 
tions  to  the  declarations  which  had  beoi  made 
by  Mr.  Monroe.  There  was  a  time  when  thc^ 
would  have  been  appro[Ndate — in  1898,  about 
the  time  that  Congress  met,  the  armies  of 
France  had  overthrown  the  Oonstltutional 
Government  of  Spwn,  and  re-established  Ferdi- 
nand in  all  his  regal  powers.  That  France, 
and  the  allied  sovereigns,  flashed  with  this 
success  against  Oonstitutional  Government,  it 
was  believed  that  those  powers  contemphUed 
maldng  war  oa  the  Bepabliis  ot  South  Amer- 
ios  and  ICezioa  and  to  re-oolonise  ttient--that, 
If  they  did  make  such  war,  it  would  be  a  war 
•(^Unst  republican  princdplea— a  war  to  extnv 
mmate  oonstitutional  sovemments :  at  this 
time  it  waa^  t2uit  ICr.  Honroe^  then  Fre^den^ 
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declared  to  this  House,  in  his  message,  that  it 
was  due  to  the  candor  of  this  GovemmenL  to 
decdare  to  the  fdlied  powers  of  Enn^  and  to 
France,  and  to  the  world,  that  this  Gorenimeat 
will  not  view  with  indid^noe,  ai^  attempt, 
on  th^  part,  to  make  war  against  those  re* 
publics,  for  the  purpose  of  re-oolonidiw  tJiem; 
that  such  a  war  would  be  considered  a  ww 
agunst  principle — a  war  agunst  free  Govern- 
ments—ihat  It  would  tend  to  eudao^  oar 
own  inatitutiona,  and  disturb  our  peace  and  re- 
pose ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  oonld  not  be  idle 
spectators  of  the  conflict  This  declanUion 
was  made  at  a  moment  of  supposed  imminent 
danger ;  and  then  was  the  time  for  objections ; 
then  waa  the  time  for  him,  who  dia^>provea 
tiie  sentiment,  to  speak  out :  ot,  will  gentlemen 
say  it  meant  nothingt  Did  not  every  one  In 
tius  House  know,  and  understand,  what  St 
meant?  Yea,  idr,  sentiemen  knew  what  H 
meant:  it  meant,  if  ttie allied poww of  £un^ 
and  France,  should  make  war  on  tbe  South 
American  republics,  to  pat  down  and  ex- 
terminate those  Governments — that,  having  ao 
made  war  against  free  Gtovemmenta,  if  bqo- 
oessful  there,  that  the  next  effort  would  be 
agunst  thia  country;  to  extinguish  here  the 
last  trace  of  republican  institutions,  and  estab- 
lish legitimate  dynasty;  it  was  a  declaration 
that  he  would  not  wut  until  they  had 
preached  our  firesides — that  we  would  meet 
the  danger  at  the  threshold;  it  was  a  deelarap 
tion  founded  upon  a  sense  ot  our  datie&  for 
t^e  preservstiMi  of  our  Uberties— flie  dedarar 
tion,  or  pledge,  as  some  call  it,  waa  not  made 
to  the  Southern  BepuhUos ;  it  waa  not  made  to 
France,  or  to  EngUmd,  or  to  the  allied  powers; 
It  waa  no  pledge  to  any  one;  it  was  a  declara- 
tion founded  upon  considerations  of  the  defence 
of  our  own  institutions ;  it  was  made  with  a 
view  to  our  own  safety,  and  not  with  a  view 
to  aUiancea  with  any  oth^  Government  or 
country ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to 
take  it  hack.  It  has  had  its  effect ;  the  allied 
powers  abandoned  their  intention  oi  making 
war  on  Heziooand  Colomtua;  H  has  gfven 
peace  and  security  to  the  liberties  of  the  South- 
em  Republics,  and  has  added  glory  to  our  own 
county.  And  ahaU  we  now  tuce  it  baokt 
Take  it  back,  now  the  danger  is  over,  after  all 
:  the  ends  intraded  are  omsommated,  and  peace 
and  tranquillity  rests  orer  the  land  I  I  said 
before,  if  gentlemen  were  not  willing  to  stand 
by  the  declaration  thus  made  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
they 'ought  to  have  objected  to  it  at  the  time. 
What  t  sud  Mr.  J.,  are  gentlemen  willing  to 
take  that  declaration  back  now,  after  it  has 
had  its  effect — after  it  has  ^ven  peace  to  those 
republics,  fiime  and  security  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  tell  Europe — tell  the  allied  pow- 
ers, that  it  meant  nothing  that  it  was  a  mere 
jest-^the  dedaratini  of  a  President,  without 
a  meaning,  and  th^  ought  not  to  have  regard- 
ed it}  Who  is  hers  rwdy  to  si^  sof— to  say 
he  will  not  defimd  the  rlgfate  and  liberties  of 
his  oonutz7  to  the  lastf  Ko^  rir,  tiiera  Is  no 


UmHiS$almmiaimAAmiHM. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBEB& 


18M.] 


Vmlad  &atm  md  SotA  Amtriea. 


Milleiniii,  npon  a  recniTeiioe  of  the  same 
dingera  to  this  oonntry,  but  irhat  would  fpeak 
ind  act  the  same  langoue^  £t6d  noT,  edr, 
Toold  gentlemen  view  With  indifference  and 
ttDConcem,  an  Attempt,  the  allied  powers, 
to  colonize  Mexico  and  Texaa,  to  prostrate  the 
^orts  of  that  coantxy  for  liberty  and  independ- 
eoce,  and  fix  npon  it  a  legitimate  &jnaatji 
Soch  a  ooQDbry,  in  extent,  p(^nlation,  and  fer- 
tilitir,  eotaiminoaa  to  our  frontiers,  placed  in 
poasMkm  at  &e  allies,  would  afford  to  them, 
m  th^  omaade  against  iSie  Bbertiee  of  man,  a 
podtim  and  resonroes  where  the/  mi^t  con- 
oentrate  a  force  to  saj  amonnt,  whieh  ibtij 
ought,  with  great  facility,  wicJd  agunst  ns,  and 
enable  them  to  wage  a  war  the  most  disaa- 
troos  kind,  which,  witiiont  Mexico  and  Texas, 
they  will  never  be  able  to  do.  Bir,  the  im- 
p«tanee  of  saeh  a  step,  on  the  part  of  the 
allied  powers,  and  the  seriona  and  alarming 
ooDseqnenoes  which  might  rue  ont  of  it  to  ns, 
are  too  obvions  to  need  eladdation;  and,  is 
there  any  one  here  who  is  prepared  to  say  he 
wiEbeiDdiflbrentto  Booh  anermtt  Ifthere 
ia,  I  am  not  the  one. 

I  npeatt  air,  that  this  was  no  pledge  to  any 
GoTCiiraent  or  to  any  nation.  There  was 
notUag  mystical  in  the  dedwation,  as  some 
hare  pretended.  It  was  an  open  declaration  of 
the  views  of  Preeident  Monroe  of  what  was  the 
tme  intflrest  and  policy,  in  the  event  Uien  o<hi- 
temiJated,  for  this  country  to  pnrsne,  to  pre- 
e^re  its  libwty,  and  to  perpetnate  its  nmon. 
It  was  founded  npon  a  consideration  of  onr 
own  ri^ta  and  onr  own  datiea,  in  preserving 
oar  own  institutions ;  and  it  was  responded  to 
by  the  people  of  tiiis  country — ^it  met  the  ap- 
probotifm  of  all.  Tea,  rir,  Mr.  M(»uroe  received 
more  eelat  fix  this  act,  tlian  any  other  of  his 
wbda  administration.  And  who  oan  tell  what 
woald  hawe  h^pened,  tUa  groand  bad  not 
been  aasnmed ;  would  j^ve  now  been  peace 
and  fmspcrity  t 

Bot  the  gentieman  from  Fennsylvania  says 
tins  has  bean  the  policy  pnrsned  by  the  Ad- 
ministration for  the  last  three  monuis  (or  few 
months),  and  that  he  would  not  sanotion  it. 
Why  dm  tlie  gentleman  say  snob  had  been  the 
ptdiey  porvned  by  the  Administration  for  a 
Inr  montlu  past?  "Why  did  he  not  say  for 
neariy  three  years  past  t  Is  it  beoaose,  in  the 
mean  time,  another  Frendent  has  be^  elected  ? 
Is  it  beeanse  another  Administration,  in  part, 
has  soeoeeded  to  the  ftnmer,  that  the  gentleman 
wiD  not  aaiutioD  what  he  expresaly  or  taciUy 
appto^mi  under  that  former  Administration! 
Isthattiwieasonf 

Tliat  gmtleman,  and  also  othws,  have  sidd, 
that  Itr.  Foinaett  has  given  a  pledge  to  Mexico, 
in  case  of  war  on  that  coon  try,  that  this  nation 
win  bear  the  bnmt  of  the  contest."  Mr. 
FtHnsett  has  ^ven  no  snob  pledge — ^he  had  no 
aatfaoiity  to  make  soch  a  one.  Mr.  Poinsett, 
it  ia  admitted,  may  not  have  been  as  eantioaa 
and  dear  in  his  expressions,  as,  perhaps,  he 
oQglit  to  have  been.   He  says,  he  told  the 


Mexican  lOnister,  "that,  at  in  the  event  of 
snoh  an  attempt— (an  attempt  to  re-colonize 
Mexico,  and  overtom  her  Government,  bv  a 
war  a^fUnst  republican  principles,  is  to  what 
Mr.  P.,  in  my  opinion,  aUadeB>— in  soch  an  at- 
tempt," says  Mr,  Poinsett,  "  we  would  be  com- 
pelled to  take  the  most  activepart,  and  to  bear 
the  brant  of  the  contest."  Were  we  pledged 
to  Mexico  to  do  so  I  Ko,  nr.  Are  we  com- 
pelled, by  any  treaty,  vith  any  power,  to  d^ 
BO  t  No.  dr.  Mr.  Pdnsett,  deany,  haa  alla- 
ston  to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  2fonn>e^  that  our 
own  self-preservaticm  would  impel  ns  to  this 
oomrse,  in  soch  an  event  That,  perhapa,  k 
what  he  meant.  If  he  intended  to  go  further 
than  the  tme  polioy  of  this  oonnt^,  in  socb 
an  event,  woola  caW  for,  he  was  wrong.  But 
who  can  tell  what  such  an  event  might  induce 
ns  to  do  ?  He  was  wrong,  perhaps,  to  use  the 
expression,  without  defining  its  extent  and 
meaning ;  unless,  indeed,  Mexico  understood  it 
to  stop  at  the  point  I  have  mentioned.  The 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Haicilton) 
has  read  a  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  in  which  alloBion  is  also 
made  to  the  dedaration  in  the  President's 
Message  (rf  the  2d  December,  1628 ;  and  I^ 
with  that  gentleman,  titink  that  it  Is  safficient 
to  show,  without  farther  evidence,  that  the 
allusionB  of  Mr.  Poinsett  were  to  the  policy  lud 
down  in  that  Messa^ ;  and,  I  presume,  that, 
if  the  present  Administration  have  said  or  done 
any  thmg  in  relation  to  that  subject,  it  will  b^ 
found  to  be  in  sfrict  conformity  with  the 
prinoiplra  and  policy  of  that  declaration.  Gen- 
tlemen, he  beheved,  were  mistaken^  in  suppos- 
ing that  Mr.  Poinsett  had  nven  any  snch 
pledge.  The  fact  of  the  Mexicim  }UQnister 
having  refiised  to  sign  the  treaty,  because  Jttf 
Foinaett  would  not  make  the  pledge,  otwtit  to 
be  eondotnTe,  that  he  neither  has  made,  nor 
intended  to  make,  audi  a  pledge— he  had  no 
power  to  make  it. 

Gentiemen  talk  about  the  President's  maUng 
prCHuises.  Ac,  which  may  involve  ns  in  difBcnl* 
ties,  asif  hehadeitherthepowerortheinclina^ 
tion  to  do  so.  Sir,  what  can  the  President  do  t 
Suppose  the  allied  sovereigns  should  make 
war  on  republican  principles,  and  commence 
their  operations  in  Mexico,  or  in  any  other 
war  that  shall  be  or  may  be  contemplated, 
tending  to  endanger  onr  country,  what  does 
his  duty  require  of  him  to  do  t  It  ia  his  bounden 
duty  to  watoh  the  movements  oi  any  and  all 
coontriee  that  shall  exbiUt  or  indicate  such  an 
intention,  and  commnnioato  to  this  House  the 
&cta;  a^  it  is  our  place  and  onr  duty  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  shall  effectually  and  efficient- 
ly defend  our  conntry.  This  is  all  he  can  do 
in  such  an  event,  and  it  is  all  that  he  will  do- 
he  will  not  transcend  his  rights,  by  takli^ 
upon  himself  more  than  bdonos  to  htm.  u 
remains  for  us  to  approve  or  disapprove  the 
measures  he  may  recommend,  or  to  adopt  such 
others,  ia  thdr  stead,  as  our  Judgments  shall 
apjHTove. 
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I,  for  onej  am  not  preparted  to  take  back 
the  declaration  thos  made  by  Ur.  Monroe — a 
declaration,  foonded,  I  repeal  with  a  view  to 
our  own  safety  and  the  defence  of  oar  own  coun- 
try ;  with  a  view  to  the  perpetuation  of  onr  own 
ind^ndenoe  and  onr  own  happinefls,  against 
the  combined  aggressions  of  uie  aUisd  «tmr- 
eiffm  of  Europe ;  and  not  made  with  a  view  of 
forming^  entangling  ailianoea,  on  onr  part,  with 
any  nation.  A  happy  and  glorions  result  has 
been  prodaoed ;  the  allied  powers  relinqnidied 
all  farther  designs  against  Ameiioa — North 
and  Soath :  the  danger  is  gone  by—I,  for  one, 
will  not  take  it  baok,  and  tell  the  allied  eover- 
tigna  and  the  world  it  meant  nothing. 

Mr.  MoDuFFiE  said  he  should  be  sorry  if  the 
intention  of  the  House  should  be  defeated  by  a 
mere  question  about  form.  Por  himself^  he 
considered  it  as  of  little  consequence^  whether 
the  inquiry  was  made  by  the  Oommittee  of 
For^a  Relations  or  by  the  House.  It  was  of 
much  more  Importance  that  the  inquiry,  in 
whatever  mode  it  might  be  presented,  shoold 
cover  the  whole  gron^  Heluid  no  ejections 
Hut  it  shoold  M  made  spedfio,  if  that  form 
was  preferred  by  any  gentleman,  bnt,  in  tiiat 
ease,  It  should  be  accompanied  by  a  general 
modification  as  to  disclosures  Ixgurions  to  the 

{tnblio  good.  He,  therefore,  su^ested  to  his  col- 
eague  the  e^>ediency  of  modifying  bis  amend- 
ment,  by  addmg  "  such  parts  of  the  answer  of 
tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter 
to  Mr.  Olay,  dated  Mexico,  26th  September, 
1626,  and  numbered  82,  as  relate  to  a  tuppoiea 
pUdge  of  the  United  States,"  and  addmg  tolt  the 
words  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Letoebb,)  so  that  the  whole  should  read : 

*' ilaWvod;  That  the  Freddent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  traosudt  to  this  House  a 
eopy  of  such  parts  of  the  aosirer  of  the  Secretary 
«r  State  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  letter  to  Hr.  Olay,  dated 
Mezieo,  28th  September,  1825,  and  aambwned  32, 
aa  relate  to  a  ttipomi  jMge  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  also,  to  Inlma  the  Hoose  whether  the  United 
States  have,  hi  any  manner,  made  any  pledge  to 
the  Governments  of  Mexico  aod  Soath  America, 
that  the  United  States  wonU  not  permit  the  inter- 
ference of  any  forrign  power  wlu  the  ladepeod- 
•aoB  or  fonn  of  Goremmaatof  Uioee nations;  and, 
tf  10,  when?  in  what  manner?  and  to  what  ex- 
tent?" 

Mr.  Hakiltoh  ttqareaeed  his  wiUingneas  to 
■ooeptof  this  as  •  mocUfioatimi  <rf  Usamend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoD.  prooeeded ;  One  vord.  rir,  to  Ihe 

Ceman  m>m  Eoitnoky,  (Mr.  F.  Johitsoit.) 
gentleman  assumes  that  the  Message  of 
President  Monroe  does,  in  effect,  operate  as  a 
pledge  that  the  United  States  will,  oy  force,  if 
neoeesary,  rerist  any  attempt  at  intwferawe 
with  the  indepMidenoe  of  the  SonUi  American 
States. 

glere  Mr.  Johnson  expressed  dissent] 
ir,  I  will  not  now  go  mto  an  examination  of 
the  Message  of  President  Monroe,  but  I  solemnly 
anter  my  protest  against  any  suoh  constmotion 


of  that  Message,  as  that  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  Read  to  the  South  American  States, 
and  enter  into  treaties  to  fdd  them.  If  soofa  ia 
the  constmoUon  put  upon  that  Message  the 

S resent  Administration  of  the  Govenoneat,  I 
isdaim  and  protest  against  it 
Mr.  WooDB,  of  Ohio,  thought  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  call  on  President  of  the 
United  States  for  this  infomution,  than  toob- 
t^  it  Ommgh  tike  Omomittee  on  Fweign 
lationa.  The  Executive  is  the  proper  oraneh 
of  this  Govemmmt  to  ^ve  infiwmatioB  toudi- 
ing  the  foreign  relations  of  the  oonntry. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  observed,  in  re^y  to  lb-. 
McDurFis,  that  he  thought  he  had  said  Aat 
the  Message  of  President  Monroe  did  not  pledge 
this  Government  to  anybody ;  but  that  the  deo- 
laration  had  been  made  under  a  sense  of  oar 
own  rights,  imd  with  the  intent  that  others 
should  remember  them.  I  said  that  this  decla- 
ration had  had  the  most  salutary  effects.  Sir, 
it  had— the  dedaration  has  answered  its  ol^eot 
—it  has  had  the  effect  that  was  intended.  I 
consider  it  a  oredit  to  the  oosn^,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  take  ba<^  usf  part  of  It 

Mr.  Powxix  said,  if  he  underwood  the  amend- , 
ment,  as  now  modified,  It  was,  in  substance,  the 
same  as  that  which  he  had  himself  offered,  and 
he  conld  assure  the  House  that  he  had  no  soch 
pui;iality  for  his  own  resolntion  as  to  perplex 
the  House  by  insisting  on  their  determining 
whioh  they  should  adopt;  l>etieving  the  amend- 
ment to  be,  in  fiwt,  equal  to  his  own,  he  should 
very  heartUy  aoqniesoe,  should  it  l>e  sanctioDed 
by  the  House.  Hisolfjeot  was  not  to  criminate 
anybody.  He  had,  however,  an  ulterior  olject 
in  presenting  his  rescdotion  to  the  Honse— an 
ol^eot  directly  the  reverse  of  thst  deored  by 
the  gentleman  from  KratuoW,  (Ifr.  Joamoir.) 
He  wiahes  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Mffloroe  to  be  reo- 
oraiized  and  adhered  to ;  I  wish  that,  If  any 
pledge  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  this  House  shall  prostrate  such  » 
pledge,  and  proclaim  to  the  world  that  they  do 
not  hold  it  lawfhlly  made,  or  binding  on  the 
country.  If,  in  answer  to  our  inquiry,  the  Ex- 
ecutive shall  say  that  the  oonntry  is  pledged, 
I  shall  then  move  that  tUi  House  disavow  aaoh 
an  understanding. 

Yet,  I  do  not  say  that  the  United  States  shall 
nevw  resist,  by  force,  an  int«rforenoe,  howevw 
violeat  or  daiueiona,  with  Uw  Sooth  AmerioaD 
States;  bnt  I  do  not  ohoose  to  pledge  this  Gov^ 
enunent  to  any  alliance  beforelumd.  'Wlm 
sneh  a  case  shall  arise  as  will  jnsU^  it,  let  v 
interpose  by  the  strong  hand  ctfpoww;  bat,  in 
the  meanwhile,  let  us  remain  free  firom  all 
pledges  of  allianoes. 

Mr,  Vbbpianok  suggested,  tliat  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  MoDcrru  should  be  modified,  by 
substituting  for  the  words  "  soppoeed  pledge," 
the  words    the  pledge  therein  maiU<»ed." 

Mr.  MoDiTTFia  aoc^tcd  lUs  modtBeatSon, 
and,  thus  modified — 

Mr.  Powxu.  Boosted  the  amendment  of  Ifirv 
MoDoma,  and  adopted  it  as  his  own. 
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[Hw  qnestioii,  therefore,  from  thu  point  in 
tiie  ddiate,  was  between  Mr.  Powbll's  resola- 
tion  and  tliKt  of  Hr  WiOKumt] 

Hr.  Vkbplahok,  after  thanking  tiie  gentleman 
from  PennsylTama,  (Mr.  BuciuiTAir,)  for  his 
■aiqKMrt  of  tiie  amendment,  as  at  first  offered, 
by  himself  and  atatin^  that  ICr.  6.  had  antioi- 
pat«d  him  in  some  of  his  views,  which  he  there- 
fore would  not  repeat,  said,  that  the  question 
now  was,  whether  the  inquiry  ahall  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  or  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  He  tiiought  the  gentleman 
from  Penn^lTania  had  very  dearly  uown  that 
the  first  <ii  these  cooraea  was,  on  many  ac- 
ooonta,  to  be  preferred.  He  should  not  repeat 
the  ai;gamente  by  whidi  that  gentleman  had  so 
ably  eapported  his  position.  There  was  one 
other  ground  on  which  it  might  be  maintained, 
and  which  be  believed  the  gentleman  had  not 
adverted  to.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  JomraoN)  has  sud  that  the  danger  is  over ; 
and  be  says  truly — the  foreign  danger  is  over. 
Bat  still  there  is  another  danger  atlKune :  the 
dangw  at  preoedniti  In  interpreting  the  eonstl- 
tution. 

The  late  Premdent  of  the  United  States  had 
madeapablie  declaration  in  his  Message  to  the 
House,  wliidi  was  right  and  just  in  itself,  and 
waa  hailed  by  the  whda  American  people  with 
great  «tfan^ann ;  and  it  waa  supported,  as  far 
as  neoessaryf  by  ^  anth<MitieB  of  the  country. 
Bat,  its  terms  were  very  vagae  and  indefinite 
— perhaps  parpoedy  so,  that  it  might  not  com- 
mit the  country .  But,  though  thus  indefinite 
in  itself  it  went  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, where  it  assumed  a  very  different  form.  It 
was  used  by  our  Ministers  abroad,  and  con- 
ndered  of  so  definite  a  character  as  to  be  bar- 
gained on  in  obtaining  commercial  privileges. 

Now,  ur,  I  open  Uie  constitntion,  and  f  ask, 
when  ia  the  poww,  on  tiie  part  of  the  Kxecu- 
tm  Dnartment  of  tliis  Government,  to  give 
mj  SMO  pledge  ?  I  find  that  Oonmss  has  the 
power  to  dedare  war,  and  the  Prieadent  to 
make  treaties ;  hut  I  find  no  power  given  to  tlie 
Prerident  to  eonunit  the  nation  to  any  ]»e-de- 
tomined  line  of  poliey. 

But  gentlemen  say  the  ?umor  of  the  country  is 
eommitted— a  barg^n  has  been  made  on  this 
pledge.  Well,  «r,  suppose  some  unexpected 
ttate  of  things  diould  arise  in  the  internal  con- 
eema  at  these  South  American  Republics ;  sup- 
poae,  for  example^  that  one  of  the  provinces 
should  rerirt  the  authority  of  the  new  Govem- 
mcat,  on  a  qneetton,  perlufts,  oonoeming  the 
introdnetion  of  relHi^ona  liberty,  (and  fh^  is  a 
topic  oQ  which  onr  GorwimiMit  seems  peon- 
Hirly  anaoVB))  and  in  this  Juncture  of  affiUrs, 
the  Government  of  that  Reputdie  diould  call  on 
this  Government  to  redeem  its  pledge :  could 
we  torn  roond  and  tell  them  that  no  ^edge  had 
ever  been  given  t  Ooold  we  deny  to  them,  af- 
ter the  pledge  had  been  made  the  basis  of  a 
enomerdal  bargain,  that  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  had  no  authority  to  give  such  a 
^edgel  Sir,thiai^pearBtometobeiHieinore 
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step  towards  increadng  tiie  power  of  Hie  Pres- 
ident, and  making  this  House  and  the  Senate  in 
effect  nothing-~a  mere  registering  assembly  to 
give  a  formal  sanction  to  the  decrees  of  the 
ExeontiTe. 

Sir,  I  would  say  to  these  Governments  at 
once,  that  no  formal  pledge  had  been  given,  or 
could  be  given,  by  the  President ;  that,  in  the 
declaration  referred  to,  the  Government  had 
done  wisely,  perhaps,  but  nothing  more;  be- 
yond a  declaration  tne  Executive  had  no  right 
to  go.  Sir,  do  not  let  us  deceive  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, nor  let  them  be  Received. 

Sir,  I  am  not  one  ai  those  who  have  any 
great  terror  on  the  snl^eet  of  ^surpi^on — bat 
step  by  step,  we  ma^  go  on  until  we  dter  the 
eonstitaUon.  It  is  m  this  way  that  Govent> 
ments  become  changed  by  the  lapse  of  time^ 
and  assume  at  length  an  entirely  new  charac- 
ter. New  power  is  gradually  given  as  to  for- 
eign politics,  and  at  last  we  become  entan^ed 
in  foreign  aUianoes. 

This,  too,  might  be  a  very  proper  occasion 
for  this  House  to  express  its  views  as  to  the 
J^ture  of  this  country  in  relation  to  the  na- 
tions oi  both  continents.  And  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  we  ^ve  notice  that  we  shall  repel  all 
aggression  on  the  liberties  of  this  continent,  we 
may,  with  great  deliberation,  take  ground  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  we  will  not  go.  We  may 
make  this  point  a  rallying  point  for  the  consti- 
tution. But  where  can  we  take  this  stand  but 
on  a  report  of  a  committee  of  this  House  t 
Gentlemen  wish  us  to  call  on  the  President  to 
give  us  fViU  information  on  the  subject  of  this 
supposed  pledge — well,  sir,  supposing  he  doeB 
so — will  this  enable  us  to  get  any  expression  by 
the  people  of  their  sense  of  their  own  rightaf 
No,  ar.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  resolution 
wiU  pass  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  Bbkd  said  he  was  in  &vor  cf  the  amend- 
ment We  wish  to  ask  for  infonnation,  and, 
nr,  where  is  itf  Sir,  the  Prendent  alone  baa  , 
got  it;  and  why  should  we  ask  him  through 
a  committee  }  Is  it  in  order  tbat  tbat  commit- 
tee may*ezprese  its  view  of  the  conduct  of  this 
Government,  with  respect  to  pledges  1  Is  that 
the  object  aimed  at  f  Sir,  this  may  be  proper, 
or  not — bat  let  us  get  the  information — ^let  us 
.  get  it  in  a  direct  form — ^not  by  any  circuitons 
mode — not  accompanied  by  glc^ses  and  com- 
mentaries which  may  render  its  meaning  doubt- 
All.  It  is  very  possible  I  may  go  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  in  his  views  of  what 
we  ought  to  declare  on  the  salgect  of  the  South 
American  States ;  hut  to  assume,  gratuitonaly, 
before  any  answer  is  given,  tiiat  it  will  be  of 
such  and  such  a  kind,  and  that  then  we  must 
do'so  KoA  80^  is  in  my  judgment  wholly  im- 
proper. 

Mr.  Cook  thought  that,  whether  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  Government,  had  acted  right  or 
not,  in  making  a  certwn  declaration  at  a  former 
period,  was  what  need  not  now  be  inquired 
into :  bceiug  that  the  latest  official  act  of  the 
Government  has  deol&red  expressly  that  onr 
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OonuniBsioiien  have  no  power,  b;^  their  instmo- 
tioDB,  to  oompromit  the  neatrality  of  this 
oonntrT-,  why  Bhonld  we  seek  aar  thing  to  the 
contrary  of  a  previous  date.  And  besides,  does 
not  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  bis  answer  to 
Salazar,  disavow  that  this  Government  is  to 
make  any  foreign  alliances  I  Sir,  I  am  opposed 
to  send  to  a  committee  of  this  Eonse  for  an 
elaborate  report  on  the  relations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  all  time  to  come.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared for  ft  Icoig  string  of  resolntioDS  which  can 
excite  debate  and  do  no  good.  EesoInldonB  of 
this  kind,  though  entitled  to  respect,  are  but 
tl^igs  cf  a  moment,  and  have  little  effect  on 
onr  sQCcessore.  I  want  merely  the  information 
now  asked  for.  I  wonld,  however,  suggest  a ' 
modification  of  the  resolation  by  inserting  the ; 
words  "  or  otherwise,"  after  those  which  speak : 
of  a  pledge  being  given  according  to  the  consti- 
tntlon.  According  to  the  constitution,  we  know 
that  tihe  Executive  ooold  give  no  snob  pledge- 
he  has  not  the  power.  But  if  we  ask  whether 
a  pledge  has  been  given,  whether  constltntion' 
ally  *'  or  otherwise,"  the  fact,  if  it  has  hap- 

Kned,  must  eome  oot  If  any  such  pledge  lA 
en  ^ven  by  ICr.  Monroe,  it  is  certainly  a  de- 
parture from  hia  own  policy ;  and  if  by  the 
present  ExeontiTe,  it  Ib  against  the  very  last  aot 
of  his  in  relatiim  to  these  Sonth  American  Be- 
pnblios. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  thoiwht  that  any  such  clanse 
was  unnecessuy.  There  is  bnt  one  mode  by 
which  the  Gkivemment  of  the  United  States  can 
be  pledged  to  any  aot  or  course  of  policy^  and 
that  is  according  to  the  constitution.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  I  object  to  having  this  inquiry 
directed  to  the  President.  Sir,  will  yon  ask  the 
President  whether  the  Grovemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btateaie  pledged?  And  what  wUl  be  his 
answer  t  Oan  he  send  na  a  treaty?  Ko,  sir,  he 
hu  none  to  send.  That  he  has  none,  is  proved 
by  the  £ut  that  we  are  invited,  aooordin^  to  his 
(mniott  of  the  invitation,  to  go  to  a  designated 
plaoe  to  make  one.  Why,  then,  will  you  go  to 
the  President?  The  Minister  has  held  official 
language — that  is  plun ;  and  what,  tar,  is  his 
language  worth?  It  is  worth  as  much  as  the 
official  language  of  an  American  Minister  in 
any  part  of  the  world.  Do  you  ask  what  was 
his  authority  for  using  this  language  ?  He  osed 
it  by  virtue  of  his  |>lenipotentiary  powers,  and 
under  the  instructions  of  his  Chief,  Has  not 
the  Preudont  sent  to  this  House  documents 
which  prodttoe  everywhere  the  deepest  impres- 
riont  And  are  they  not  fUly,  and  in  every 
paiticolar,  a  Jostifioafion  of  snob  language  as 
our  Minister  has  held  ?  It  is  the  language  of 
the  Secretary  of  State :  he,  too,  speaks  to  the 
American  nations  of  the  memorable  pledge  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  What  will 
Tou  go  to  the  President  for  ?  Do  yon  wish  to 
know  if  the  language  is  justified  by  the  spirit 
of  his  instructions  f  Sir,  it  must  be.  Some 
oentiemen,  perhaps,  may  find  arguments  to  sat^ 
wfy  themselves  that  the  langnage  is  not  justified 
toitf  wh(^  extent;  bnt  nothing  short  <rf  the 


{Uimm,  18S6. 

recall  of  the  IBnistw  oan  satSsfy  this  natffn 
that  the  langnage  is  not  improved.  tha 
langnage  of  a  Minister  is  something— it  goes  fior 
something.  He  says  we  are  pledged ;  we  are 
called  on  to  redeem  the  pledge ;  and  he  has 
given  to  the  Mexican  Government  such  asaor- 
ances  that  they  infer  we  will  fulfil  this  pledgei 
A  question  then  presents  itself— by  what  pow- 
er has  the  Prendent  acted?  Where  Is  the 
sanction  of  audi  an  aet  in  the  constitution  I 
Has  the  Ewentive  trenched  im  the  powws  ot 
this  House  and  of  the  Senate!  Sir,  it  b  « 
grave  inquiry,  and  one  which  it  is  proper,  <« 
eveiy  acoonnt,  should  be  snbndtted  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Sir,  I  am  i^reeably  surprised  to  see  the  In- 
terest which  t£iB  matter  has  excited ;  yetl  can- 
not  but  be  surprised.  Tlie  Prerident  of  tha 
United  States  is  the  official  organ  to  express 
the  will  and  guard  the  interests  of  the  peo^  la 
their  intercourse  with  foreign  powers. 

Is  it  strange  he  should  presume  to  call  a  mes- 
sage to  this  House,  not  disapproved,  a  pledget 
How  often  have  we  been  told  t^t  the  mere 
report  of  a  branch  erf  an  Executive  Department 
was  adopted,  and  boond  thia  Hoose  and  the 
Executive,  because  an  impropriation  had  been 
made  to  execute  a  part  of  it?  Has  not  an  aot 
bem  passed,  which  reu^izes  as  contemplated 
a  great  system  of  internal  improvement,  up<m 
which  there  has  i>een  neither  vote  nor  exami- 
nation by  Oongress?  There  is  a  st^  deeper 
example :  a  law  has  been  oonstrued  and  exe- 
cuted, not  according  to  the  law  itsell  but  ao> 
cording  to  the  oonstruetaon  oontuned  in  the 
Message  of  a  former  President  of  the  United 
8tate»— the  Slave  aot;  and  this,  because  the 
construction  was  not  ^sapproved  by  Congress. 
Important  consequences  followed  this  construc- 
tion :  large  sums  of  money  were  qMnt— a  war 
ensued — and  one  hundred  human  victims  per- 
ished on  a  barroi  and  distant  shore.  Is  it  sur- 
prising that  the  President  should  now  make  ft 
mmilar  presumption,  in  a  case  simikr,  although 
not  so  atrongf  In  1628,  a  President  of  Ute 
United  States  made  a  very  important  and  strik- 
ing declaradon  on  the  subject  of  our  future  pol- 
icy in  relation  to  the  Sonth  American  St^ea. 
No  disapprobation  was  expressed  by  Congress: 
and  therefore,  it  is  eonridered  as  approved,  and 
as  a  fmr  expression  of  the  will  of  Oongreaa, 
Sir,  I  oi^eet  to  all  such  inferences ;  bnt  tbeae 
are  more  defendhle  in  our  forekn  interooutaa 
than  at  home.  Pwmit  me  to  bring  tiw&cta 
onthisant^eotbefiwetheHoiiBAi  Iwasatthat 
time  present  in  the  House;  and  I  ocHifees  that, 
when  the  Messsge  was  rMd,  I  was  startled  at 
its  boldness.  It  was  so  different  from  the  or- 
dinary tone  of  that  gentleman^s  oommunicstioaai 
t^at  we  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it.  Bnt, 
sir,  the  mystery  was  soon  explained.  We  soon 
saw,  Hoi,  however  bold  this  deolsration  mig^t 
appear  to  l>e,  there  had  been  no  imprndeooe  in 
making  it,  because  there  was,  in  act,  no  dan- 
ger, lliis  declaration  followed  a  determination 
uf  another  Government  Tliat  Government  had 
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declared  to  the  otiier  oabinete  of  Europe,  hj  an 
official  ofmTeraation  vith  Fnnoe,  tiiat  it  would 
not  see,  with  indifference,  anj  interference 
with  Spanish  America,  and  our  declaration 
came  in  temnc  behind  that  official  oonrersa- 
tion.  The  aedaration  itself^  was,  I  believe, 
generally  approved  in  this  ooontry.   Sir,  I  ap- 

Cve  <^  it  mjaelf,  if  it  is  rightly  imderatood, 
I  strongly  disapprove  of  it,  if  it  commits  to 
any  aUianoe  with  the  South  American  Qovem- 
menta.  I  will  now,  howevo^  renime  the  hia- 
torj  of  what  passed  in  the  House.  A  gentle- 
man from  Kentueky,  Qiinking  that  this  decla- 
lation  of  the  President  was  only  a  dedaration 
of  the  Prerident,  introduced  a  res(dntion  cor- 
le^Kxiding  in  tone  with  the  language  in  tiie 
*'  It  is  in  these  words : 


J  ^  niat  the  pet^e  of  theae  States 
voold  not  SM,  vithont  Berions  inqnietade,  any  for- 
cible mterpomon  by  the  Allied  Powers  of  Europe, 
in  the  behalf  a(  Spain,  to  reduce  to  their  former 
nbfeetioD  those  parts  of  the  contineot  of  America 
^eh  have  proclaimed  and  established  for  them- 
■Irc^  n^actifi^,  Independent  OoTemments,  and 
vhidi  have  baan  solonnly  reeogoixed  by  Ota 
United  Slatca." 

The  Teadntifm  UxSt  the  radinaiy  oonrse :  it 
was  lefored  to  a  Gommittea  o{  tiie  irhda 
Honse  on  the  state  of  the  Unicm^  and  there  it 
slqit  nntfl  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  gen- 
tlenum  thus  distinotiy  stated  that,  as  there  was 
not  the  remotest  duiger  that  the  contingency 
ecmtomplated  in  the  resolution  would  actually 
take  place,  be  had  not  called  it  up.  Sir,  the 
meanmg  of  this  deolarataon  was  in  nowise  con- 
tingent or  doubtful;  it  was  perfectly  under- 
rtood  without  the  protest  whicA  the  honorable 
pndeman  from  ICassachusetts  says  he  then  made, 
(and  which  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear,) 
■iidtbatofAg6ntIemanfrom7iq^ia,notnowin 
Ida  Beat;  it  was  perfectly  understood  1^  the  House 
■a  Dodiing  more  than  a  mere  declaration.  The 
GoTOnment^  it  aeems,  haa  nnoe  occasioned  it 
to  become  aometl^g  more,  and  the  oUect  of 
^  present  rescdntioD,  as  I  nnderstand  it,  ia  to 
reduce  this  foimidable  pledge  back  to  its  origi- 
nal importance  aa  a  men  dedaration  of  the  Prm- 
idoit  of  the  United  States  to  the  Gosorees  of 
the  United  States. 

If  gmtlemen  suppose  that  any  thing  we  shall 
get  rami  the  Preeioent  will  put  it  in  a  different 
fi^it,  the  resolution  ought  to  be  directed  to 
the  Freridoit.  I  do  not  and  I  trust,  ther^ore, 
ttiat  th»  amendment  wiU  be  Tqjeeted,  and  that 
the  ordinal  motion  will  prevafl. 

Ur.  Maiubt  aaid,  tihat  it  seemed  to  him  the 
Rsolutkn  was  not  understood.  The  real  point 
ef  inquiry  was,  by  what  authority  Ur.  Poinsett 
had  made  the  declaration  iu  question  to  the 
Ikzican  Minister.  Kow,  the  matter  seemed  to 
be  tmderatood  in  a  different  way.  An  entirely 
fistniet  QueBtion  had  been  substituted  for  the 
ongisal  rnqniry,  and  the  reeolution  had  been  so 
worded  that  he  donbted  if  it  would  be  of  any 
BK.  We  are  now,  it  eeems,  to  inquire  if  the 
Paited  Statei  have  given  any  pledge  reoogniied 


bytheconslitotion,totlu)eeGoTenmients.  Bnt 
we  dei^  tiiat  the  Executive  can  pledge  the 
United  States.  We  suppose,  from  the  papers, 
that  our  Minister  pretended  to  give  a  pledge^ 
which  neither  he  nor  the  President  had  a  r^t 
to  ^ve.  We  deny  that  any  pledge  can  consti- 
tutionally exist,  at  all ;  and,  if  it  has  been  given, 
what  we  want  to  know  is,  by  what  authority. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  sdd  he  rose  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georfpa,  (Mr. 
FoBSTTH.)  Fran  the  gentleman^s  speech  on 
this  subject,  on  Saturday,  a  report  of  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  it  sppita^  he  was  then  cf 
opinion,  the  inquiry  should  be  Erected  to  the 
President.  He  thought  then  the  committee  had 
no  information  to  give.  I  thought  he  was  cor- 
rect then,  and  I  agreed  with  him.  Kow  he 
thinks  we  ought  to  direct  the  inquiry  to  the 
committee  I  What  has  effected  this  change  iu 
bis  mind !  Has  any  thin^  transpired  in  the  in- 
terim to  effect  itt  It  la  sudden.  I  do  not 
know,  and  cannot  imagine,  what  has  effected 
it,  and  I  cannot  change  too.  I  must  agree  with 
the  opinion  expressed  on  Saturday,  with  which 
I  ocmonrred,  unless  I  too  can  see  some  cause  for 
change,  or  be  advised  that  the  oomntittee  has 
now  man  infonnatira  than  it  then  had. 

JSr.  FoBSTTB,  who  jnst  r^nmed  into  die  liaD, 
said,  that  tiie  aoddental  absence  from  the  House 
for  a  mommt,  had  prevented  him  fh>m  hearing 
what  had  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Wbioht.)  a  mutual  friend  had  just  in- 
formed him  that  the  ffentleman  had  spoken  of 
a  difference  between  me  opinion  of  Mr.  F.  on 
this  discussion  and  in  the  disoussion  of  Saturday. 
No  Buoh  difference  existed.  Hia  opinion  of 
Saturday  had  undergone  no/hange.  The  gen- 
tleman had  probably  been  misl^  by  Judging 
of  hia  (Mr.  F.'s)  opinims  by  what  was  publluied 
for  bim,  and  not  from  what  he  had  ^oken  far 
himaelf.  He  requested  that  gentlemen  would 
hereafter  ocmfine  tiieir  remarks  to  what  be  had 
said,  mi  not  to  what  was  reported  for  him. 
Language  and  sentiments  were  fr^uently  im- 
puted to  htm,  never  uttered  or  oonceived  by 
nim.  In  one  of  the  public  jomnali  at  this  dty^ 
(the  Ifaiional  Journal)  the  errors  were  so  fre- 
quent and  BO  remarkable,  as  to  induce  him  al- 
most to  fear  that  he  was  purposely  misrepre- 
sented. He  had  not  oompluned,  as  he  was 
not  answerable  for  the  errors  of  the  reporter. 
In  the  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  (the 
NationM  Jntelligtiuer,)  hia  remarks,  when  he 
first  addressed  the  Honse,  were  reported  with 
substantial  aoonrwy.  His  explanatory  remarks 
were  altogether  n^ataken.  He  had  said  that 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Kelationa  had  no  in- 
formation to  ^ve  to  the  House.  But  that  be 
resumed  ^at  thedenreof  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was,  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  tiie  propriety  of  the  language  used  by  our 
Minister,  and  of  the  instructions  on  which  it 
was  founded ;  and  that  if  that  was  his  wish,  he 
ought  to  make  the  language  of  hia  resolution 
more  apeoiflo.  It  would  then  present  a  veiy 
important  9;uestaon.  The  resolution  had  nnoa 
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been  modified,  and  it  does  now  preeent  s  very 
importaDt  qnestion.  That,  sir,  is  my  opinion 
to-oay — it  waa  mj  opinion  on  Saturday  last. 
I  am  parsaaded  that  neither  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  nor  the  President  of  the 
Cnited  States  have  any  information  to  give  the 
Honse,  of  which  it  is  not  already  posseted. 

Mr.  LiTiNosTON  said,  that  he  was  so  very 
nnfbrtanate  as  not  to  be  able  to  vote  for  either 
of  the  two  resolutiona  before  the  Honse.  One 
of  those  resolutions  requires  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afllurs  to  inqnire  whether,  in  any  man- 
ner, according  to  the  conatitation,  a  pledge  has 
been  given  by  this  Government,  Uiat  it  will  aid 
the  South  American  States  in  a  cert^n  contin- 
gency. Now,  sir,  the  only  constitntional  way 
of  giving  any  pledge  of  tiiis  kind  is  by  treaty. 
Bat  we  have  no  treaty.  We  know  this  dready. 
But  this  is  not  the  real  olject  of  the  Honse. 
The  real  object  of  the  inquiry  grows  out  of  the 

r pers  whxGb.  have  been  submitted  to  us.  .What 
want  to  know  ia,  whether  our  Minister  has 
been  inatrocted  to  aire  any  pledge.  I  do  not 
want  to  know  whether  any  oontraot  exiets  by 
wbidi  be  was  oonstitationauy  aathorized  to  use 
the  language  he  did,  but  whether  he  was  au- 
thorized in  any  manner  whatever.  Unless  this 
expression  is  altered  I  cannot  vote  for  either  of 
the  resolutions.  The  subject  I  consider  as  one 
of  high  import.  This  Honse  ought  to  know — 
this  nation  ought  to  know — whether  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  recognizes  any 
such  pledge  as  that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Poinsett 
Without  saying  what  ought  to  be  the  conduct 
of  this  House,  I  wish  first  that  we  should  have 
the  information.  As  the  resolutions  are  now 
framed,  we  ask  ^  question  Hiat  can  only  be 
ftDswered  in  the  negative.  We  ask  if  a  oonsti- 
tational  ^edge  has  been  given.  Why,  sir,  tiie 
Freddent  will,  of  course,  answer  "  No.  Ton 
know  that  a  constitntioiul  pledge  can  only  be 
given  by  a  treaty,  as  wdl  as  I  do." 

Mr.  PowBLL  said  he  was  satisfied  that  gentie- 
men  would  defeat  their  own  object,  and  be 
therefore  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  the  onusrioa  of  the  words, 
"  eonstitutional  manner." 

Mr.  MoDdtfib  assented,  and  these  words 
were  gtrieken  oat 

Mr.  WioxuFn  a^  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  to  consider  himself  as  the  par- 
ent of  the  resolution  in  its  present  sliape,  or 
only  as  its  god-father..  It  was  very  immaterial 
to  him  which.  Bot  he  wished  to  have  a  look 
at  another  document;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  add  the  fdlowing  amendment  at  the  end  of 
the  Tescdation: 

"  And,  kIbo,  to  communicate  to  this  Honse  a  copy 
of  the  L-ommuDication  from  our  Minister  at  Mexico, 
in  which  he  informed  the  Oovemment  of  the  Umted 
States  tliat  the  Mexican  Ooveroment  called  upon 
this  Ghtvemmeot  to  fulfil  the  memonble  jdedge,** 
&«. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  witbont  oppo- 
sition, and  the  whole  reaolntion  thus  amended, 
read  as  follows : 


"AwfMl,  That  the  Fte^nt  of  the  UaUed 
States  be  requested  to  traiumit  to  this  Hoaae  a 
copy  of  such  parts  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Mr.  Fouuett's  letter  to  Mr.  day,  dated 
Mexico,  28tb  September,  1B26.  and  nnmbered  tt, 
as  relates  to  the  j^edge  of  the  Umted  States 
therein  mentioned ;  and,  also,  to  inform  ibis  House 
whether  the  United  States  have,  In  an;  manner, 
made  any  pledge  to  the  Qovemments  of  Mexico 
and  South  America,  that  the  United  States  would 
not  permit  the  interference  of  any  foreign  power 
with  the  independence  or  form  of  goverament  of 
those  nations ;  and,  if  so,  when  F  in  what  maoDer  T 
and  to  what  extent?  And,  also,  to  commooicate 
to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  commankaUoc  from 
our  Minister  at  Mexico,  in  which  he  informed  tbo 
Government  of  ttie  United  States  that  the  Mexican 
Qovemmeat  called  upon  this  Oovemment  to  fulfil 
the  memorable  pledge  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  Message  to  Congress  of  De- 
cember, 1828." 

Mr.  F0B8TTR  made  a  qnestion  of  order  wheth- 
er the  House  can  pass  upon  tiie  reeolutim  in 
this  form,  without  violating  that  mle  which 
directs  that  all  resc^ntions  nrntonng  m  call  upon 
the  President  or  Heads  of  Depoitmente  aboidd 
lie  one  day  upon  Hba  table. 

The  Sraku  decided  that  tbereeolntion  need 
not  lie. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  FosaTra  appealed  to 
the  House,  and  in  support  of  the  appeal  o1>- 
served,  that  the  resolution  offered  on  Saturday, 
was  not  a  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  rimply  a  direction  to  one  of  the 
standing  oommitteee  of  the  House.  As  now 
modified,  it  baa  beoune  a  call  tqxA  the  Exeoi- 
tive. 

Mr.  Caicbpell  olisenred,  that  the  resolution 
bad  already  been  conudered  and  discussed  for 
two  days,  and  that^  thareftwe,  the  ai^t  ot  the 
rule,  if  not  its  letter,  had  been  complied  with, 
and  if  every  alteration  in  a  resotatioa  oUigea 
it  to  lie  one  day  longer,  any  resolntioa  mi^bt 
thus  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  deciuon  of  the  Uhitir  was  sustained — 
Ayee  112,  noes  41. 

Mr.  Tbucblb  sn^ested  the  propriety  of  fnr- 
tber  amending  the  resolution,  by  inserting  the 
usual  restrictive  clause,  which  leaves  it  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Executive  to  oommnnicat« 
only  so  much  of  a  paper  called  for  as  in  hia 
opinion  may  not  be  moonaiatent  with  the  pnb- 
lio  intereat;  but  he  made  no  motioa  to  Uiis 
eflbct 

The  qnestion  was  tiien  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  as  ^^lended,  and  detennioed 
in  the  affirmativ^by  yeas  and  n^ri. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuxsDAT,  March  28. 
AmtndmMt  iff  tk$  CbniMeuKM. 

Mr.  MoDiTTFnc  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  take  into  oonuderaUoa 
the  proposed  amettdmsnt  to  the  conatitation. 


AmendmtU  0/ At  OomtliMiom. 
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Im  vdatMHi  to  the  eleetioa  of  Fmidant  and 
Tiee  Frerideat. 

The  motion  pr«TaiIed — ayes  108,  noea  29. 

So  the  Honse  reBoWed  iteelf  into  a  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dwioht  in  the  chAir,  on 
that  mlyect ;  and  it  was  farther  discussed  bj 
Ut.  Whiffu,  Mr.  QAsmsT,  ib.  Kuxooe,  Hr. 
ToBnmoio^  and  Ur.  Hnrnt. 

WxDiTODAT,  March  29. 
2fatumal  Sovihem  Road. 
Tbe  following  reeolatioo,  yesterday  offered 
llj-lfr.  kaoKB,  was  taken  np : 

"Awbod;  ThKt  tbe  Secretary  of  Wtr  be  di- 
laeted  to  lay  befon  thia  House,  copies  of  all  the 
conggpoodeDCT  between  that  departtDent  and  any 
WKsAten  of  Gongraas,  rince  the  flnt  day  of  De- 
ceiriMT  last,  on  the  subject  of  an  examiDation  of  a 
loale  for  the  ccmtemplated  National  Boad  from 
WaaUngton  to  New  Orieans,  fai  such  ^rectioD, 
Ihroqgfa  the  western  part  of  Tennessee,  the  north- 
ern part  of  ^V>"'"",  and  tbe  State  of  Miaussipi^, 
as  ahoold  be  found  most  elig:ible,  with  copies  of  the 
iastnietionB  to  the  en^neers  on  that  subject ;  and 
abo  to  inform  this  House,  whether  such  ezaniina- 
tini  baa  been  made,  or  is  now  making ;  and,  if  not, 
when  soch  examination  is  intended  to  be  made." 

Mr.  SrawABT  renewed  his  motioD  to  lay  the 
XQH^tion  on  the  table;  which  was  oarried, 
^raa  Si,  noes  58. 

Ammimie^  ^  the  (knttUntHon. 

The  Hooae  then  went  into  Conumttee  of 
tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  rnion,  Mr. 
DwiQHT  in  the  chfdr ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McDuFiTK,  took  op  the  proposition  to  amend 
tbe  Constitntion  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  Preudent  and  Vice 
Preadent. 

lb.  HomcAir  addressed  t^e  committee  at 
length. 

Mr.  HomcAN  was  followed  by  ISx.  Cook, 
who  was  in  &Tor  of  taking  the  Prendential 
decUon  from  the  Bonse  of  Representatives, 
hot  was  opfOBtA  to  the  District  System.  He 
coodnded  a  shrart  speech,  by  offeriog  tbe  fol- 
lowini^  to  be  added  to  the  first  bnmch  of  Mr. 
HdhiTFiE^a  amendment : 

"Aad  as  wiQ  anthoriae  the  voters  qnaHOed  to 
Tito  for  oMiBbm  of  tbe  Honse  of  BepnsentatlTes 
of  the  United  ^les  in  each  State,  to  vote  directly, 
ia  each  manner  as  tbe  Lesidature  thereof  shall  di- 
rect, for  tbe  aforesaid  officers,  reserving  to  each 
State,  after  the  failure  to  make  a  choice  of  either 
of  tbe  aforesaid  officers^  in  the  primary  dection,  on 
tiw  prindfJe  tliat  sach  primary  election  is  now 
■sde,  an  eqnal  Tirte  in  aodi  elecUon ;  and  that  a 
eoBTCBtkn  be  aatborixed,  in  each  State,  to  act  on 
the  ifaremid  ameadments." 

Mr.  MoDumi  requested  the  mover  to  con- 
ant  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  on  which  he 
voold  renuric  in  the  coarse  of  his  general  re- 
{■tr;  bat  Jlr.  Ooox  widied  to  have  the  sense 
ii  tbe  flbnae  telcen  on  this  amendment,  beibre 
k  wu  taken  on  the  main  propositlcKi. 


[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  MoDuim  then  moved  that  the  commit 
tee  rise.   The  motion  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Babboub,  of  Virginia,  expressed  a  wish 
to  oonclade  the  remarks  he  had  commenced 
some  days  since,  before  the  qnestion  shoald  be 
taken  on  the  amendment  now  offered. 

Mr.  GooK  oonsented,  and  Mr.  BamoaB  ooi^ 
oloded  his  speech. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Babbodb,  of  Virginia  sud :  I  mast 
aak,  Mr.  Ohainnan,  the  indnlging  attenticnt  of 
the  committee,  while  I  endeavor  to  offer  to  ite 
candid  delitrerBtion,  those  reflections  upon  the 

tnestion  iA  debate,  which  occur  to  me ;  an  in- 
nlgeaoe  at  all  times  nec^sary  to  me,  and  pe- 
onliarly  so  npon  l^is  occasion.  The  protracted 
discussion  for  several  weeks  past  has  divested 
the  subject  of  that  interest  which  novelty  nsn- 
ally  imparts  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Honse. 
Bat  the  intrinsic  magnitude  of  this  qnestion, 
the  intense  anxiety  of  the  pnbJic  mind,  and  the 
solemn  obligations  of  representative  doty,  ex< 
onse,  and,  I  hnmblr  think,  jnstify,  whatever 
has  been  said  and  wnatever  may  be  s^  in  this 
debate. 

It  bas  been  agwn  and  again  reiterated,  in  the 
progress  of  tbe  discnssion,  that  this  amendment 
owes  Its  birth  to  disamiointed  ambition ;  uid 
to  tiiat  restless  spirit  of^  inquietude  which  was 
cradled  in  the  hearts  of  a  recent  election.  And 
the  hazard  of  disturbing  the  fnndamental  law, 
by  novel  and  untried  experiment,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  us  in  all  the  terrors  with  which  fancy 
and  genios  oould  surround  it.  Sir,  I  know  of 
no  other  moral  agents,  in  meliorating  the  de- 
fects of  political  institationa,  than  tiie  Judgment, 
the  passions,  and  the  interests  of  men. 

If  the  efferreecence  of  the  public  mind  la 
permitted  to  sobside,  without  realizing  the 
attainable  good,  it  is  worse  than  idle  to  expect 
it  in  a  period  of  tranqniUity.  Can  we  ration- 
ally hope  to  obtain  from  hmguisbing  lethargy, 
that  which  is  not  to  be  had  from  active  enthu- 
siasm ;  when  the  judgments  of  men  are  awak< 
ened  by  the  approach  of  danger,  and  their  pas- 
sions kindled  m  the  recent  detection  of  flagrant 
and  farming  abases  (  The  dread  of  innova- 
tion and  the  dangers  of  reform,  have  been  the 
Bwoid  and  tbe  abielcL  with  which  nsnrpatlonf 
in  all  {wst  time,  has  defended  itself  ana  com- 
bated popular  liberty.  Had  these  doctrines 
prev^ed,  the  glories  of  oar  own  Revolution 
would  have  lun  forever  wrapt  in  the  night  of 
de^otiam. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina,  who 
has  snlnaitted  the  resolutions  for  amendment, 
with  propriety  remarked,  that,  so  far  as  the 
choice  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  depended  upon 
uniformity,  "  we  are  witiioat  any  constitutional 
rule  whatever."  The  perplexing  di£Qoulties 
which  encompassed  the  convention,  npon  this 
snbject,  are  vudble  in  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. History  oonld  not  guide  their  n>o^ 
BtqM,  and  tbe  lamp  of  experience  reflected  too 
faint  a  lif^t  t»'  direct,  with  Bafety.  their  own 
ddiberationa.  "Each  State  shall  iq^x^t)  in 
such  Tnfli"""r  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may 
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direct,  a  nnm'ber  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  to 
wliich  the  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress." 
The  power  is  here  evidently  lodged  in  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  anA.  the  Legislatare  possesses 
the  right  of  directing  the  mode  by  which  it 
may  m  exercised. 

However  wisely  this  power  of  directing  the 
manner  of  appointment  may  be  supposed  to  be 
lodged,  it  is  certunly  any  thing  but  nnlfonnity. 
The  cose  would  be  rare,  indeed,  when  Uie  flnc- 
tnating  coansela  of  fonr  and  twenty  disUnct 
and  independent  legislative  bodies  would  invar 
riably  conduct  them  all  to  one  common  result? 

Sir,  this  want  of  uniformity  is,  by  no  means, 
the  most  serious  mischief  that  impends  the  ez- 
Ising  system.  Those  creative  acta  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  infuse  vitality  into  all  onr 
Governments,  never  intended  to  leave  those 
agencies  of  their  creation  subject  to  control  or 
destruction,  from  any  other  qnartw  than  the 
sovereign  will  creating  them.  The  ocwaerva- 
tive  pnnoiple,  in  the  mechanism  of  political  in- 
Btitation,  ia  its  own  inheroit  means  for  ocmtin- 
ned  existenoe.  Nov,  this  oonatitntion  has  not 
provided,  within  itself  by  its  own  action,  t?u 
tmatial  principle  of  $eif-prei»nati<m.  Can 
that  be  called  a  safb  system,  which  is  not  armed 
with  a  power,  indispensably  necessary  in  cre- 
ating and  protecting  its  essential  organs?  A 
very  slight  attention  to  the  constitution  will 
show  to  ns  its  entire  dependence  npon  the 
Legislatores  of  an  inconsiderable  proportion  of 
the  States,  and  of  less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
members  of  this  Honae^  fat  tiie  i^^»dntment  of 
the  Ezecative. 

What  is  your  whole  number  of  members 
opon  tills  floor?  Two  hundred  and  thirteen 
Itepresenlatives  are  in  this  House,  from  twen- 
^-ronr  States.  The  absence,  either  intentional 
or  accidentaL  of  the  del^ations  from  nine 
States^  will  aehat  this  eventual  appointinent, 
and  mne  of  the  smaller  States  sena  into  this 
House  but  twenty  Representatives.  It  is  tims 
seen  that,  in  the  popular  branch  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Beoresentatives  of  less  than  one- 
tenth  part  of  Uie  American  people  may  dissolve 
tiie  Union  of  the  States,  and  leave  it  a  wreck 

2 ton  the  strand.  Although  the  Govemment  is 
vided  into  three  depulmenta,  yet  each  is 
wrapped  up,  and  IndiseolnbW  ommeoted  witii 
others.  Tear  from  it  the  Ezeootive  branehf 
(most  especially  this  branch,)  and  all  is  lost. 

The  Revolutionary  War  presents  us  with  nn- 
numbered  iustanoes  of  State  dereliction  from 
oonatitutional  obligation,  in  the  midst  of  the 
•bniggle,  and  in  the  glow  of  patriotism.  The 

S resent  constitution  is  the  oreatnre  of  State 
elinquenoy. 

Let  me  invite  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl* 
vania,  who  opposes  aU  amendment,  to  go  with 
me  into  the  history  of  his  own  State.  Let  me 
beg  the  genUeman  fh}m  New  York,  (Ifr. 
Stohes,)  to  turn  to  the  annals  of  that  great 
OiHnmonwealth  which  he^  in  part,  represents. 
Let  me  request  the  gentleoun  frcun  New  Jer> 


sey  to  reoolleot  the  diffloultiea  of  1800,  in  mak- 
ing up  their  electoral  vote — and  I  will  then  en- 
treat the  delegates  from  Vermont,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  to  adopt  the  counsels  of  concilia- 
tion and  preventioQ  which  their  several  States 
pursued  in  those  distracting  times.  In  the  two 
first  elections,  Pennsylvania  had  voted  by  Gen- 
eral Ticket,  bnt  hw  law  then  expired  by  ita 
own  limitation.  Her  L^islature  otMivttied 
while  all  tiie  springs  of  party  feeling  were  in 
full  excitement  The  House  of  Representatives 
demanded  one  mode  of  appointing  electors,  the 
Senate  another.  Every  effort  to  produce  har- 
mony of  opinion,  and  ooncert  of  movement, 
was  frustrated  by  the  force  of  party.  And^ 
although  no  law  existed,  with  no  provided 
means  of  fulfilling  the  eonmandt  of  the  Fede- 
ral Oonstitution,  and  no  sessionr  of  the  liCgisla- 
ture  interveniog,  before  the  election  of  a  Presi- 
dent, yet  both  Houses  adjourned,  with  a  total 
neglect  of  this  important  duty,  ami  to  that  ex- 
tent, with  a  secession  from  the  Union,  This 
struggle  in  tiie  Lctt^slatore  presented  one  otm- 
tinnS^  scene  of  strife,  crimination,  and  recrimi- 
nation. The  voice  of  the  people  was  totallj 
disr^arded  in  the  confiict,  althongh  poblio 
opinion  was  not  inactive :  tor  it  had  disclosed 
itself  in  one  embodied  front,  and  spoke  a  lan- 
guage that  was  both  heard  and  nnderstood. 
la  relation  to  this  duty,  the  same  discord  pre- 
vaUed  between  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Oouncil  of  New  Jersey  that  had  given 
BO  much  inqaietnde  to  Pennsylvania,  bat  these 
distracting  views  yielded,  happily,  to  a  temper 
of  conciliation,  npon  a  special  and  utraordina- 
ry  meeting  of  the  Legpslatnre. 

The  States  of  Vermont  and  Ibssaohnsette 
proposed  and  approved  amendments  to  the 
I  oonstitntion,  and  a  aindlar  one  was  offered.  In 
Owgress,  by  a  Representative  from  New 
Hampshire.  These  propositions  reached  no 
farther  than  to  expunge  the  indiscriminate  vote 
for  two  persons,  and  to  desi^ate  the  President 
and  Vice  President.  Vir^^ia  saw  the  evil  in 
all  ita  deformity,  and  proposed  to  amend  the 
oonstitntion  in  a  manner  that  would  reach  and 
eradicate  the  threatening  miscMef.  Her  conn- 
sels  were  enlightened  at  the  time  by  an  illustri- 
ous man,  who  had  much  agency  in  forming  and 
patting  into  motion  the  preswt  system  of  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  who  has  nnoe  worn  so 
wdl  the  highest  honors  of  the  Union— OMn 
him  devolvw  the  task  of  warding  off  these  De- 
setting  calamities — a  double  duty  pressed  itadf 
upon  him.  When  the  plan  first  went  ioto  op- 
eration, under  the  inflaence  of  those  patriot 
uid  genial  feelings,  which  are  a  hxppj  Buhesti- 
tnte  for  GJovemment  itself,  there  was  nothing 
of  that  bane  of  union  resulting  from  the  rival- 
ship  and  Jealousy  of  State  power  and  sectional 
influence.  Unfortnnately,  these  pasdons  were 
engendered  hi  the  lost  of  domim^on.  and  sev- 
erd  of  the  States  had  so  altered  thev  mode  of 
exercising  the  ohoioe  of  electors,  as  to  mar 
tiie  better  designs  of  the  ooiutitatlon,  and  to 
hM  the  greatest  wdght  in  tlw  «leolion  "bj 
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Bute  ooDoeDtration.  "Virgmia  ooold  not  be- 
hold this  condition  of  things  vith  rilenoe  nor 
indifference.  Her  stateranen  had  not  onlj  to 
defend  and  eecore  her  impropriate  infloeooe  in 
the  eon  test  then  pending,  but  to  propoee  a  re- 
form in  the  plan  itself  which  woold  spare  na 
the  retom  of  these  otaTnldre  oontests.  The 
|irinoiples  of  sdf-deftnoe^  which  are  admitted 
and  ojcuned  hy  every  code  of  morals  and  of 
law,  Jiwdfied  the  State  in  patting  on  the  armor 
of  concentration,  and  in  striking  with  all  the 
ftnve  of  one  collected  Uow.  8u  was  iodiflfer- 
oit  neitlier  to  hw  powras  nor  her  dnides.  The 
General  Ticket  8yst«m  was  in  itaelf  enough  to 
guard  the  State  against  all  the  dangers  of  oom- 
binaiion  in  others ;  jet  the  violent  distractions 
of  the  States,  and,  above  all,  the  imminent 
hazard  of  tiie  constitotaon  itself,  called  Yir- 
nnia  to  Icrftier  xmrposes  and  to  aablimer  duties. 
C<nivDk«Hi  and  tnmolt  had  adtated  aereral 
parts  of  the  Union :  hers  was  tM  gratcfbl  task 
to  poor  (k1  jtpmi  iba  waves;  to  present  the 
beaoixi  thrt  muht  enlic^teo  and  direct  her  ria- 
ter  States ;  and  to  supply  a  safe  defence  for  the 
whcdeaome  principles  of  the  oonstitntion,  both 
from  open  violence  and  insidious  attack.  Her 
General  Assembly  was  then  rent  into  parties, 
beafeed  and  exasperated  by  coUinon,  but,  in  this 
great  and  solemn  duty,  party  pansed^  and  fac- 
tion was  Bilent.  Beverence  for  the  oonstito- 
tiou,  love  for  the  Union,  and  for  that  equality 
which  is  the  nnrse  of  concord,  prevaflea  over 
the  ignoble  pas»ous  of  the  honr,  and  prodaced, 
in  one  oommon  effort  by  both  parties,  that 
■mradmoit  whidi  Is  embraced  in  one  of  the 
resohitions  now  Bulnmtted  by  the  gentleman 
fiom  South  CaroUna,  Qtx.  KoDuFm.)  The 
opinions  of  snob  men,  and  under  such  circom- 
suoooea,  oaght  not  to  be  lightly  regarded.  The 
6«Mral  Hcket  mode  of  appomtment  was  sus- 
tained by  Mr.  Madison,  npon  the  single  basis  of 
reCribalive  justice.  He  was  the  ^larent  of  the 
law  in  Virginia,  and  took  especial  care  that 
his  views  ahould  not  be  left  open  to  fature 
cavil,  by  inserting  them  in  the  preamble  to  the 
laU  which  he  introduced.  As  it  is  b^^  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  crave  yonr  indulgence  while  I 
read  it. 

Whereaa,  ddUI  some  snlfom  mode  of  choodng 
a  Prwdeat  and  Yiet  FierideDt  of  the  Uidted 
Stales  shall  be  pramtiied  by  an  anendment  to  the 
conadtotioii.  It  may  happen,  ooder  a  law  of  this 
OomDonweahb,  for  ai^>o{ntisg  eleoton  for  that 
piiipoae,  that  a  choice  may  take  place  contrary  to 
tha  wQl  of  a  majority  of  the  United  States,  and 
abo  eoatraiy  to  the  vut  of  anu^ority  of  the  people 
•f  tUa  State,  which  wonld  be  Inoonstatent  with 
tte  tme  intent  and  meaidnv  of  the  Constitotion  of 
the  Uidted  States;  and,  utbough  this  Common- 
wealth is  wOfing  to  accede  to  ^07  reasonable  and 
proper  amendment  of  the  sud  conatitadon,  to 
ranedy  the  said  eril,  yet,  forasmnch  as  it  ought,  In 
the  mean  time,  to  be  counteracted,  by  every  con- 
sdtatioaal  regulation  within  the  power  of  the 
latore,  mttil  it  shall  be  so  removed:  be  U  enacted,** 

This  i»«amble  was  not  a  deloaiva  Uiut, 


[H.  OF  B. 

which  looked  to  nothing  beyond  the  expression 
of  abstract  opinions,  and  the  attainment  of 
temporary  purposes.  I  repeat,  that  an  amend- 
ment to  uie  constitution,  having  for  its  oinect 
a  permanent  mode  of  ohoosing  by  district^ 
was  offered,  and  adopted  with  annaidmity  which 
distingoiahed  no  ouier  aot  of  the  Gtennal  As> 
sembly  at  that  sesrion.  A  hm  days  after  this 
movement  in  Yii^pnia,  one  of  the  delegates 
from  that  State,  (John  Nicholas,^  chosen  by  the 
people  that  I  represent  npon  this  floor,  offered 
the  same  amendment. 

The  gentleman  from  Masaachusetts  (Mr.  Ev- 
EBBn)  assures  us  that  no  failure  has  occurred 
in  the  operations  of  the  existing  system ;  and 
that  tiie  objections  now  urged  grow  out  of  the 
election  of  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate — an 
officer  who  has  received  the  "  highest  marks  of 
confidence  from  every  Administration;"  and 
this  result  showed,  as  he  aud,  ^^perAU  «tM«i^ 
tmeaan^kd  aueeett,  ffhriaut  muem?* 

I  have  not  heara  urged,  in  this  debate,  aiqr 
personal  objections  to  the  Prerident  ot  Ibe 
United  States.  The  oppontion  was  exclusively 
to  the  mode  of  his  election ;  to  the  belief  th^ 
the  primary  and  secondary  intention  of  the 
constitution  had  been  defeated ;  and  that  the 
election  was  made  in  violation  of  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  and  a  muority  of  the 
States.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  that  any  man 
possessed  the  confidence  of  evcny  Administra- 
tion, when  I  see  that  he  is  not  olothed  with 
that  confidence  which  Hie  oonstitatioa  demands 
for  his  investment 

The  tenden(7  of  the  propodltion  now  in  de- 
bate to  trench  upon  the  power  of  the  States  In 
their  corporate  capacities,  has  been  urged  with 
fervor  and  ability,  by  my  colleagues,  OieBsrs. 
AnoHBB  and  Stxvkkson,)  and  also  by  tlie  gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  and  Massschmetts^ 
(Mr.  SroRBs.and  Mr.  Evxbxtt.) 

Sir,  uniformity  of  any  kind,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Government,  mmt^  in  iUel^,  en- 
croach npon  the  power  of  action  in  the  States ; 
uid  yet  it  has  been  repeatedly  admitted,  in  the 
progress  of  this  discussion,  uiat  nnifonnity  of 
movement,  in  the  local  authorities,  is  greatiy 
to  be  wished  in  this  respect  Is  not  thia  dread 
of  encroachment  rather  a  figment  the  fancy, 
than  the  sobw  reality  of  adightened  Jodg- 
mrati  Is  it  not  an  amirehenalon  existing  m 
speculations  upon  the  theory  of  our  ^stem, 
rather  than  a  deliberate  conviction  of  mis- 
chievons  results  in  its  practical  operations! 
Power  is  valoable  in  its  possession  only  as  it 
enables  us  to  advance  the  pnbHo  weal,  to  pro- 
mote national  prosperity,  and  to  secure  the 
blesrings  of  free  institutions  to  the  present  and 
future  generations  of  men.  Appropriated  to 
malverse  purposes,  and  to  other  ends  than 
these,  delegated  power  becomes  alarming  to 
society,  and  snbverrive  of  every  legitimate  ob- 
ject in  the  sodal  compaot  If  rigntflilly  on- 
ployed,  this  power  of^  directing  the  mode  of 
i^pointiDg  eteotors  la  bnt  an  instmrnental 
agency  in  the  State  Legialaturea. 
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Tbo  first  refleotioD  which  occurs  upon  the 
daim  of  power  for  the  State  Legislatnres,  is, 
that  they,  of  themselves,  do,  in  efiect,  give  the 
vote  for  President,  instead  wf  directing  a  mode 
hj  which  the  pe(^le  of  the  State  may  choose 
the  electors ;  and  uiis  result  snbverta  the  whole 
theory  of  the  constitotion,  and  invades  its  best 
principles. 

First,  the  President  (or  rather  the  candidate 
for  that  station)  is  made  to  appoint  the  elector 
—-not  the  elector  to  appoint  the  President. 
The  elector,  by  previons  arrangement,  is  clothed 
with  the  power  of  voting,  for  no  other  reason 
than  his  devotion  to  a  particular  candidate. 
The  forms  of  the  constitntion  are  preserved,  in 
giving  the  elector  an  empty  shadow  of  power, 
while  its  efficient  substance  has  been  already 
exercised  (not  by  the  elector,  nor  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  bat)  by  its  Legislature. 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable,  in  tbe  progres- 
sive formation  of  this  constitution,  than  the 
extreme  caution  employed  in  excluding  the 
State  liCgialatnres  from  any  positive  elective 
agency  in  mjifcing  the  Chief  Exeoative  Hagis* 
trate. 

In  our  political  system,  the  restraints  on 
power,  and  the  security  of  public  liberty,  re- 
sult from  the  happy  combination  of  State,  fed- 
erate, and  popular  action.  The  fruits  of  this 
combination  constitute  the  unshared  possession 
of  this  land,  and  supply  to  ua  that  meliorating 
principle,  whidi  expands  itself  to  the  widest 
exigencies  of  national  progress. 

Any  invasion  npon  the  reserved  sovereignty 
of  tbe  States,  considered  as  political  societies, 
most  always  be  received  wiUi  distrust  But, 
we  should  not  permit  this  jealous  sentiment  to 
conduct  us  into  error. 

A  slight  attention  to  historical  facts,  will  dis- 
close to  us  the  material  action  of  the  States  in 
the  Federal  plan.  The  recommendation  of 
Congress,  in  1787,  was,  "for  a  firm  national 
Government,  and  that  the  Convention  shall 
render  the  oonatitation  adequate  to  the  exigen- 
(ues  of  the  GoTemment,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  Unioa" 

The  States  were  not  prepwed  to  follow  tbe 
counsels  of  Congress ;  and,  in  acceding  to  the 
call  of  a  Convention,  they  recommended  a  Fed- 
eral, not  a  National  Government.  Several 
Stfttiee  delayed,  for  a  time,  to  appoint  any  dele- 
gates, and  Rhode  Island  aecliued,  alti^ther,  a 
representation  in  tbe  Convention.  Delaware 
coupled  her  acceptance  of  the  invitation  with 
an  express  condition  that  tbe  system  should  se- 
cure  to  each  State  an  eqnal  vote  in  Congress. 

The  first  movements  of  the  Convention  were 
evidently  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  0(mgrefls  for  s  national  plan.  The 
iffopositions  of  Governor  Bandolpn  and  Hr. 
^nokn^,  both  point  to  that  resolt ;  and  the 
Totes  of  the  Convention,  in  its  early  sessions, 
indicate,  most  distinctly,  its  preference  for  the 
Kational,  over  the  Federal  system.  The  grad- 
ual operation  of  public  senUment  upon  its  de- 
Uberationa,  is  TlBU}le  in  the  pn^prasdve  devd* 


opment  of  tbe  federative  feature,  and  the  po- 
sition which  it  is  finally  made  to  assume  in  the 
plan  itself.  But,  Ur.  Churman,  I  repeat,  that 
we  must  look  into  tbe  Senate  for  the  lodgment 
of  State  influence  in  the  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  ^tribntion  of  electoral  power  present- 
ed a  complicated  question :  Two  prinoii^eB  had 
already  been  fixed  as  the  basis  of  our  Govern- 
ment.  The  first  resulting  from  the  agency  of 
the  people ;  the  second  from  the  agency  of  the 
States.  The  first  securing  the  rights  of  the 
people ;  the  second  the  sovereignty  of  tlie 
states ;  both  were  considered  essential  to  free- 
dom. Certain  political  functions  were  required 
to  be  performed  by  both  of  these  agendei^  and 
each  possessed  a  dteok  npcm  the  other. 

The  elestion  of  1801  ^sdosed  the  dangen 
that hnngover  those  provislms of  tba  ooasd- 
tntion.  The  amendment  which  followed,  en- 
croached npon  the  federative  principle,  and 
fixed  the  popular  will  as  the  basis  of  the  eleo- 
tion.  Designating  in  the  ballots  the  candidates 
for  tiie  office  of  !nesident  and  Vice  President, 
limited  the  contingent  choice  of  the  States.  Tbe 
candidate  for  Vice  President  was  no  longer 
within  the  range  of  State  selection.  It  tram- 
mels the  federate  power,  and  binds  it  to  the 
popular  will ;  it  prohibits  tbe  States  from  pat- 
ting into  the  Chief  Executive  office  an  individ- 
ual intended  by  the  people  fbr  another  statioo. 
Kor  does  it  stop  here— tiie  ri^t  d  dioioe  ia 
narrowed  into  a  smaller  compass,  by  requiring 
it.  to  be  made  from  the  tiiree  bluest  on  the 
people^s  list,  in  snbstitution  of  the  number 
five. 

^is  change  in  the  constitution  is  a  conclu- 
sive reply  to  much  of  the  argument  we  have 
heutl.  It  fixes  public  opinion  as  the  element 
of  our  policy,  and  as  the  ba^  cHf  our  piditical 

structure. 

Whenever  an  Executive  comes  into  office  by 
an  appointment  from  this  House,  daugeroos 
consequences  inevitably  result  Congress  is 
converted  into  an  ar^a  for  electioneering 
strife ;  its  snblimer  duties  are  obscured  in  the 
conflict  The  Present,  so  diosen,  will  Mn- 
ploy  all  the  arts  of  management  and  ocoidlt^ 
tion  to  win  the  fitvor  of  his  enemies,  in  the 
hope  that,  by  these  means,  he  may  aeoai«  a 
m^rity  for  the  next  election. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  those  opposing  divt- 
sions.  which  constitute  a  majority  when  consoli- 
dated, will  not  be  idle  spectators  of  passing 
events.  However  segregated  they  may  ouoe 
have  been,  the  triumph  of  a  minority  will  fur- 
nish a  sufficient  principle  of  cohesion,  to  unite 
them  in  fiitare  action,  and  to  secure  a  snccese- 
foL  result  Amid  these  ocnflicta  public  inter- 
est is  a  vietyn  and  a  sacrifice.  Here  is  a  seri- 
ous consideration  for  all.  The  hour  Is  upon  the 
wing,  when  greater  difficulties  m^  obetract 
this  salutary  change.  Political  evils  grow  in- 
veterate, and  become  incurable.  To  ueliver  a 
diseased  and  debilitated  Government  from  the 
complicated  miaerieB  under  whidi  it  m^,  in 
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■one  Aitnt  ua,  1*7  expiring, 
nble  tadL  Too  mischief  is  now  bat  a  seed- 
Gog,  ft  germ  in  tiie  constitotioii.  Orndi  it,  and 
His  no  more;  vann  it  into  life,  and  some  nox- 
ious Vpm  will  grow  np  from  it,  wh'ose  branch- 
es wiu  orenhadow  the  SepnbUo,  and  atifle 
popolar  liberty. 

IkmBDAT,  Haroh  80. 

On  motkn  of  Kr.  KoDvnm  Ibe  Honw  then 
vent  Into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Umcm,  Mr.  Dwioht  in  the  chidr,  on  the 
jHtmoaed  amendments  to  the  ccmstitDtioiif  offered 
byJlr.  MoDutfik: 

And  the  amendment,  offered  hj  ISt.  Ooox, 
to  be  added  to  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  MoDrr- 
nx*8  amendment,  being  also  nnder  oonsider- 
ataon: 

Ur.  Babtlstt  said:  I  am  opposed  to  the 
KBolotifHis  now  nnder  connderation;  to  the 
anendment  \  the  amendment  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  the  twwtr-we  other  rea(^tions 
Ibr  altering  liie  omstilntten,  which  have  been 
nAned  to  tiiia  ocnnmittee. 

VbcB  flw  anlject  of  a  change  of  anj  of  the 
nroTirioos  of  the  constitntion  was  first  intro- 
onced,  I  regretted  that  there  shoold  exist,  or 
ibonld  be  sopposed  to  exist,  a  necessitj  for  its 
diseossHHt  I  believed  of  the  oonstitiitioD,  as 
of  all  ottier  resnlts  of  human  effort,  that  it  was 
imperfect.  I  had  fears  tliat  imperfections 
would  be  exhibited,  for  which  no  practicable 
lemedj  conld  be  found ;  and  that  thus  oar  la- 
bore,  inat^^  of  improving  oar  condition,  would 
serve  onlj  to  weaken  our  political  inatitntions, 
1^  ^j'unjnSnhmg  OUT  tospect  for  them.  But,  so 
mr  from  soch  ah  efiTect  upon  my  mind,  after  an 
mrwnittwl  atteutioai  to  the  elaborate  and  pro- 
trarted  diwnwwo",  I  look  to  the  ooxstinmoN 
as  IT  with  better  hopes,  with  increased  con- 
Idenee  and  TmeratioD.  Shoald  sach  be  the 
iofloence  of  this  investigation  ai>on  the  com- 
mmify — impatient  as  the  nation  may  be  of  the 
debate— I  shall  never  deem  it  to  have  been  the 
wasted  time  of  the  Hoose.  "Whatever  disposi- 
tion tiiia  tribonal  may  make  of  the  different 
prqioBttiona  before  it,  the  principles  advanced 
m  Uie  discussion  deserve  consideration;  and, 
as  tonching  the  foundations  of  oor  Govem- 
nen^  are  of  deep  and  lasting  interest  in  tbelr 
diaraoter,  their  application,  and  their  conse- 

The  rewdnticHia  before  ns,  when  originally 
introdaced,  proposed,  Jtnt,  tbe  plan  of  the 
Gowral  IDisMot  system,  and,  teemcOiy,  the 
sdbene  of  taking  from  tbe  Honse  the  power  of 
ele^koi  by  States.  Bnt,  by  an  adroit  military 
manflenvre,  the  whole  order  of  attack  npon  the 
eonstitntiwi  is  reversed,  and  the  resolutions 
■owpropoee,,^!rat,  to  take  from  the  States  their 
ootttii^eot  rig^t  of  election,  by  the  Honse, 
and,  a0«nu0y,  Uke  ri^t  of  restilating  the  elec- 
ttoa  V  di£ieta,  or  Oeneral  Tient  qrstem. 
There  is  nngfnertionftMe  generalahip  in  thla. 


Tbe  scattered  foroes  that  may  be  gathered 
ronnd  tbe  rights  the  small  States,  are  snp- 
poeed  to  be  earily  vanqmshed. 

The  snccessfol  (^ration  of  oar  Oovemm^t, 
thus  far,  shonld  not  lead  as,  in  oar  exaltation, 
to  believe  it  so  settled  and  permanent,  that  we 
may  ventare  safely  to  test  it  with  all  sorts  of 
Anmed  schemes.  In  the  triumph  of  its  anti<d- 
pated  perpetaity,  a  gentleman  near  me  exalted, 
even  in  l^e  langoage  of  Ifmoleon,  in  his  pride. 
Let  ns  take  wiu  ubat,  too^  its  instmctimu.  It 
was,  when  reonving  adOTStion  from  tbe  Ham^ 
Inkes,  on  the  plidns  of  Egyp^  that  the  oon- 
qnerOT  exclaimed,  "  Fort^  oentnries  shall  lo<dc 
down  from  yonder  pyramids  npon  oar  achieve- 
ments;" and  yet,  less  than  one-fonrth  of  one 
of  those  periods  foond  him  chained  in  mid- 
ocean  to  a  desolate  rock. 

We  are  reminded  that  onr  fiitthers  here  kin- 
dled the  beacon  fire  of  liberty,  while  onr  foea 
still  predict  that  it  is  bnt  tbe  transient  flash  of 
a  meteor^BOon  to  leave  the  world  in  deeper 
gloom.  We  glory  to  see  its  blaze,  in  oor  own 
tim^  gleaming  along  the  moontains  <tf  oor 
Bonthem  hemisphere^  and  even  pwetrating  the 
darkness  of  EnropBan  deqtotian.  Hxj  it  oon- 
tinne  to  bnm  with  a  pnrer  and  a  brightar 
flame,  till,  when  the  tide  of  war  and  desolatioa 
abate,  its  light  reflected  from  the  whole  an^ 
of  heaven,  shall  renuun,  the  bow  of  peace  and 
of  liberty  to  the  emancipated  nations  of  the 
earl^. 

Hr.  HoDuriTB  then  observed,  that  he  had 
expected  and  intended,  according  to  the  nnder- 
stac^ng  yesterday,  to  have  addressed  the  com- 
mittee to-day  in  r^ly  to  the  several  senUemen 
who  had  spoken  m  opposition  to  t£e  resoln- 
tions — bnt,  as  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hamirahire  had  greatly  exceeded  tiia 
time  he  had  anticipated,  he  most  defer  his  re- 
ply till  to-mOTTow. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Hessn. 
BiRTLBrr,  HoDnrns,  and  WEnsru,  the  resnlt 
of  which  was,  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
dose  this  disonssion  to-morrow. 

yix.  OooE  then  addressed  the  committee  in 
'favor  of  taking  the  Presidential  Section  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  (which  he  offered  yester- 
day, and  was  afterwards  withdrawn.) 

Mr.  OooK  conduded  his  remarks  about  three 
o'elook,  when,  on  motion  of  lb*  HoDuni^ 
the  onmnittee  rose. 


Fbudxt,  March  81. 
AfMndment  tf  the  Conttitatitm. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
MciLijn,  <^  Delaware,  in  the  chair,  on  the 
resdutimB  tea  the  amendmesit  at  the  ocm^ta- 
tion. 

Mr.  MoDunm  addressed  the  committee  in 
support  of  the  amendments — and  in  reply  to 
the  several  ipeeohee  made  in  oppo^tion  to  him, 
aafidlowa: 
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Mr.  Ohairmui:  I  feel  most  do^lj  Mosible  (tf 
the  difficoltiet  which  I  am  Borroonded,  and 
of  the  pdnM  &nd  emb&rrassmg  re^KinuUlitj 
of  the  pou^n  I  ooofxpff  In  relation  to  this  im- 
portant propositaon.  If  it  had  not  been  all 
along  apparent,  from  the  verj  nature  of  things, 
St  ifl  now  placed  beyond  donbt  bj  the  course 
and  diaracter  of  the  aranmentB  ni^ed  in  oppo 
dtion  to  the  propoeed  ameadment,  that  Hb 
who  attempts,  under  anj  dromnstanoes,  to 
cffiact  a  fimdamental  ohaoige  ti  existing  instf- 
tndoni^  particolariy  If  the  oq|eet«rthat«haitte 
b  to  diveat  those  of  ^wer  who  hare  been  in 
tiie  habit  either  of  naing  or  abasing  it— under- 
takes, if  not  a  rash  and  luttsrdoas,  certainly  an 
Heronlean  task.  He  mnst  not  onlj  enooanter 
the  inUinsio  difficulties  inseparablj  connected 
with  the  merits  of  every  such  proportion,  by 
vanquishing  ol^Jections  which  naturally  present 
themselTes  even  to  the  most  dispasdonate  un- 
darstandiogs ;  bat  he  most  encounter  and  van- 
qnish  those  very  passions  and  pr^ndioes  by 
which  the  jndgmeute  of  men  are  most  liable  to 
be  disturbed  and  perrartedj  in  the  oondnot  ot 
pditioal  afiUn. 

In  reference  to  the  general  conduct  and  char- 
acter oS  the  argnmuit  in  oppositkai  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  sa^, 
that  not  a  dngle  gentieman  who  has  epokexi  m 
opposition  to  both  resolution^  has  met  my 
argnments  Cairly,  or  pretended  to  answer  them 
as  they  were  really  presented. 

Xhe  honorable  genUeman  from  Kew  Ywk, 
(Mr.  Stohbs,)  opened  his  address  by  warning 
us  not  to  trea^  with  unhallowed  feet  on  the 
holy  ground  of  the  oonstitntion ;  ana  evuy 

gmtl^un  who  has  followed  in  his  wa^  hu 
vored  the  committee  with  a  grave  and  por- 
tentous hwnily  on  the  saoiedneas  <tt  the  wmsti- 
tntion,  the  wladtMn  of  oar  anoestora,  and  the 
danger  of  Innovation.  These^  Ar,  are  the 
hawn^ed  and  threadbare  argnmaita,  I  was 
not,  therefore,  sararised,  to  hear  them  repeat- 
ed, with  all  the  changes  whidi  could  be  mng 
upon  them,  on  the  present  oooaaion.  But  I 
oonfesa,  ht,  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  hear  the 
extraordinary  doctrine  advanced  by  the  honor-' 
able  gentleman  from  Massaehnaetta,  (Mr.  £v- 
BBRT.)  on  this  Bul^ect :  a  doctrine  which, 
thoogn  I  have  paid  some  little  attention  to  the 
histwy  and  {duloeophy  of  Govemmoit,  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  hear,  for  tiw  first  time  in  my 
Ufo,  advanced  on  the  floor  oi  the  American 
Oongreas.  Ko,  rir,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in 
ta  age  distiDgaished  for  its  improvements  in 
political  Bcieooe,  and  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  freest  Government  on  earth,  a  doctrine 
which  even  the  FUmara  of  the  Old  World  did 
not  dare  to  advance,  as  an  offering  at  the  riirine 
of  dospotio  power,  when  the  "  divine  right  of  • 
kinfn  "  was  assomed  as  the  only  legitimate  basis 
ot  Government.  What  Is  it,  rirt  That  it  is 
unoonstitutional  to  amend  the  constitution ;  or, 
as  the  gentleman  in  another  place  exprmsed  it, 
in  a  more  philosophioal  and  imposing  form,  it 
is  inoMnpetent  fcur  p(dilioal  ftmoti<marieB  to  aa- 


sume  that  the  oonstitntion,  from  which  th^ 
derive  their  existenoe,  is  imperfect.  As  thia 
strange  and  startling  proposition  u  in  direct 
contradiction  both  to  the  letter  and  oommon 
sense  of  the  oonstitntini,  I  shall  certainly  not 
gravely  set  about  refuting  it  by  MyitmmU.  It 
has  at  least  the  advantage  of  bwig  boyond  th» 
reach  of  that  weapon. 

In  the  IfaUcnai  Journal  of  the  10th  of  An- 
gusti  1624,  are  these  authoritative  dedaratinis : 
^^JfbeUtmdinftmum,'  1st  That  if  Mr.  Craw- 
ford dKmld  be  deoted,  we  cannot  expect  tMm 
tdm,  or  from  his  Mends,  any  movement  in 
fovor  oi  an  amendment  of  the  constitatiOTi, 
securing  to  the  people  the  right  and  power  ix 
deoting  the  Preeddent  of  the  Unitea  States. 
Sdly.  If  Mr.  Adams  should  be  elected,  we 
think  we  may  safely  affiitu  our  belief  that  he 
will  conscientionsly  and  firmly  do  aU  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  him  to  do,  to  secure  the 
election  <^  tne  President  in  tiie  hands  of  the 
people."  8dly.  "If  Mr.  Clay  should  be  elect- 
ed, ne  and  his  friends  will  be  bound,  by  a  re- 
gard for  0(Hui8tenQy,  if  by  no  pcdltioil  oonnd- 
erations,  to  pursue  the  same  oomm  If  there 
were  no  other  ol^eotion  to  the  electiiHi  <tf  Mr. 
Cnwford,  that  which  has  been  stated  wonld 
be  Buffident.  We  rincerely  believe  that  an 
election  by  the  people,  in  the  worst  poarible 
mode  that  ooidd  be  devised  by  those  whose 
ol^ect  was  to  devise  the  best,  would  be  infinite 
ly  preferable  to  the  best  possible  mode  of  elect- 
ing a  Prerident,  in  which  Congress  or  the  State 
L^datures  have  any  oonoem." 

Referring  to  an  article  in  which  the  editors 
of  the  JtUeUigeaear  had  expressed  an  earnest 
hc^  that  a  uniform  system  of  voting  1^  dis- 
tricts would  be  estaUii^ed  befrae  anothw 
Preiidaitial  tenn  should  eluse,  the  Joonial  of 
fiAth  Angnat  owtains  the  imkiwing  oomman- 
tary: 

"  We  presented  it  to  oar  readm,  irith  a  strow 
expression  of  ear  entire  concnrrcnce  in  Hs  aenti- 
ments."  "If  the  editors  of  the  Natumal  ImUUi- 
ffeaetF  are  rinoere,  as  we  b^eve  they  are,  in  the 
expresaioii  of  tiieir  earnest  hope,  they  ace  bound 
by  cuiBcienoe,  bj  honor,  by  patriotism,  to  kItc 
wit  axg^ott  to  scnne  other  eandidate,  from  wirom 
aad  whose  friends  may  be  confidently  satldpated 
every  effort  to  accomplinh,  and,  indeed,  the  actual 
accomidialuneot  of  a  hope,  dte  faOm  ^  wiitA  mB 
ts  At  nam  tif  Ail  m(*m,  eW  JmUjf  of  Its  amm 

Deeply  as  I  have  felt,  sir,  on  this  subject,  I 
have  used  no  language  stronger  than  this. 

Such,  sir,  were  the  avowed  principles  of  Mr. 
Adams,  while  a  candidate ;  prindples  directly 
hostile  to  his  sabseqnent  practioes.  By  advert- 
ing  to  the  letter  of  acceptance  wlutu  he  ad- 
dressed  to  the  committee  of  this  House,  which 
announced  to  him  the  foot  of  his  election,  It 
will  be  seen  that,  at  that  penb>d,  he  still  felt  the 
obligation  of  the  pledge  which  had  been  given 
to  uie  nation,  and  waa  still  di^Kised  to  do 
homage  to  the  principles  which  had  been  vio- 
lated m  his  demon. 
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I  diaQ  now  i«ooead  to  diow  that,  some 
■InBRB  fttalttijr,  not  vairiht  Presideiit  himself, 
bvt  w  jrmamwt  met  wading  sopporterB,  edi- 
torial uid  ooitgre«donal,  have  nnde^tHie  a 
■MMt  extraordiiiary  change  of  opinion  <hi  this 
Ttrj  sntfjeet.  Tba  Jonrnal,  whion  had  recently 
denoDBced  as  "  aristocrats  and  osorpers  "  those 
Kc^ireaentatiyes  irho  did  not  "  respond  to  the 
Toioe  of  tiie  people,  and  give  it  its  ^1  eff^" 
laddenly  changed  its  prindples  on  tiie  fonna* 
ttoo  of  the  ooaUtion  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
lb.  Clay^  and  etil<^zed  the  latter  gentleman 
for  his  "  tTtd^mdause  "  in  disr^u^ing  the  re- 
ffoest  of  the  Kmtaticj  Legislature,  and  the 
known  md  imdifpnted  will  of  tiw  peoide  at 
that  State.  But  the  change  which  has  taken 
pboe  in  the  editorial  organ  of  the  AdmlniB^ 
tkm,  IB  not  more  striking  than  that  which  is 
eidiftnted  in  the  gentlenuui  from  Kew  York, 
(Mr.  Stoeks,)  who  is  pat  forward  on  this  ocoa- 
sitHi,  in  the  front  rank,  as  their  champion  on 
this  floor.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  introdnoed 
these  YtTj  reec^ntions,  tkej  were  referred  to  a 
•riect  oommxttee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  a  member :  and  I  then  fonnd 
Um  my  most  strennons  and  ardent  ooadjntor. 

In  prooeeding  to  answer  the  amiments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Etxb- 
RT,)  and  the  gentlman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Sroinai)  agnimt  the  IMstrict  i^fstem,  I  shall 
have  tiie  fuU  wdf^t  of  both  their  former  opin- 
ions to  ^  me  in  the  nndertaking:  for  the  gen- 
flanan  from  Kew  York  also,  as  was  shown  by 
the  gentleman  from  'Virginia,  (tSi.  Babboitb,) 
mtfirt^iied,  two  years  ago,  that  the  plan  of  the 
■ew  Gorenunent  wts  intended  to  sabvert  the 
wlu>le  system,  and  convert  the  Confederacy 
into  a  national  Qovemment;  thongh  he  can 
BOW  see  no  danger  bnt  In  the  choice  a  '*  na- 
tional President  by  '*  the  people  of  America," 
and  no  safety  bat  in  the  federative  action  of 
flu  States  in  that  election.  As  a  gentleman 
ftom  Yirgbua  (Mr.  Abohxb)  has  assumed  that 
pnUle  ofdnioa  is  opposed  to  thia  (as  he  is 
leased  to  term  it)  uieoretjoal  branch  of  the 
^mmsed  amoidmeu^  it  may  not  be  andss  to 
■et  nim  rigjit  on  this  snl^ect,  by  recurring  to  a 
£ew  ftcts  connected  with  its  history. 

When  this  proportion,  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago,  was  recommended  to  the  several 
States  by  tiie  Lwislatnre  of  North  Carolina,  it 
was  adcnited  by  uie  Legislatnres  of  a  large  ma- 
Jori^  of  the  States,  and  by  those  of  two  of  the 
largest,  New  York  snd  Vii^^ia,  almost  unani- 
mMialy.  This  system  was  partacularly  a  favor- 
ite in  New  Engl  sod,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  re- 
eoUeetun  and  abhorrence  of  the  Gerrymander- 
ing affiRir  in  Massachusetts ;  and  thoi^  I  be- 
fiere  it  was  adopted  by  every  New  England 
Btatc^  yet  I  now  understand— and  it  Is  one  of 
tba  moat  ptHtentou  rigns  of  the  thnes— tiiat 
tiiere  wiD  not  be  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  votes 
from  that  qnartcT  of  the  Union  in  &vor  of 
either  branen  of  the  amendment.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States  have  repeatedly  adopted, 
by  the  o(xistitational  mi^|ority  of  two-thirds, 


resolutions  in  favor  of  the  IMstiiot  system,  and 
in  1820  this  House  sanoticned  by  a  vote  cf 
94  to  6^  wanting  bnt  foor  cr  five  votes  of  a 
oonstitutumal  mqjorit?-.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
idea  that  strikes  the  sound  common  sense  of 
the  people  more  forcibly,  than  that  of  having 
some  umform  system  of  giving  the  votes  of  the 
respective  States  on  this  great  question;  and 
the  actual  experience  of  every  State  that  has 
made  the  experiment  of  the  General  Ticket 
system,  has  demonstrated  that,  as  a  means  of 
ascertaining  the  voice  of  the  people,  it  is  a  d^ 
lusive  and  insultiog  mockery.  And  yet,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Abohkb)  la 
pleased  to  represent  me  as  a  "thecvetioal  ge- 
nius," sacrinong  every  thing  to  mere  sym- 
metry, for  maintainhig  tiie  expediency  of  thif 
plain,  old-ftshioned  I&triot  svstem ;  when  all 
tiie  arguments  which  either  he  or  any  other 
gentieman  has  urged  ag^nst  it,  seem  to  me  to 
have  been  inspired  by  toe  very  genius  of  meta- 
phyncal  abstraction. 

In  answer  to  the  oljection  which  I  urged 
against  the  General  Ticket  system,  that  it  tend- 
ed, by  an  inevitable  necessity,  to  throw  the 
whole  elective  power  of  a  State  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  political  managers,  acting  by  caucus 
nomination,  the  gentiemen  from  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  have  both  replied,  that,  by  the 
District  Byatem,  yon  would  increase  the  evil,  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  oancnses.  I  waa 
not  surprised  to  hear  this  argument  from  the 
gmtleman  from  Massadiusetts :  for,  he  in- 
formed us  that  he  had  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject ;  bnt  I  confess  I  heard  it  with 
astonishment,  coming  from  the  gentieman  from 
New  York,  who  has  witoessed  the  operatiotL 
and  thoroughly  understands  the  prin<^ple  ct 
the  canons  system.  The  existence  of  a  caucns 
arises  entirely  out  of  tiie  neoesnty  of  prevent- 
ing distraction,  and  producing  concert,  in  the 
votes  of  a  large  mass  of  people,  who  have  a 
common  o^ect  to  aooomplish.  A  State,  for 
example,  that  has  thirlr-uz  deetora  to  chooM 
by  a  general  vote  of  toe  people,  must  ^ther 
snlmiit  to  have  the  electors  nominated  1^  some 
central  agency,  or  ran  the  hazard  of  having  the 
popular  will  entirely  defeated  by  a  want  of 
concert  as  to  the  electoral  ticket.  Almost 
every  district  would  have  its  separate  list  of 
electors,  and,  thongh  agreeing  as  to  the  person 
they  might  desire  to  make  Pre^dent,  they 
would  unavoidably  disagree  as  to  the  means  at 
effecting  the  object  But,  sir,  divide  tiie  Stato 
into  thirty-six  districto,  each  entitled  to  one 
vote,  and  acting  upon  its  own  separate  and  in- 
dependent baas,  and  there  will  exist  no  neces- 
sity for  the  preliminary  omoert  of  a  caucus 
ncnnlnation.  The  people  of  a  disbiot  can  move 
in  ocoioert,  without  any  sndi  maehinery. 

I  wQl  now  Invito  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  ft  very  brief  examination  of  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  several  gentiemen  to  the  Dis- 
trict system,  founded  upon  its  supposed  tend- 
ency to  interfere  with  the  essential  rights  of 
the' States,  to  impair  the  federative  character 
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of  oar  Qoremment,  and  to  lead  to  Its  eonsoH- 
^tdon.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  bnt  remark, 
that  ffentiemen  mnet  he  fjavored  with  some  spe- 
dal  iOomination  on  the  snbjeot  of  State  rights, 
to  discover  that  tb^y  are  engendered  hj  a  sys- 
tem, proposed,  as  was  shown  bjr  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Babbouk,)  as  early  as  1799, 
by  Ur.  ^idison ;  who,  of  all  the  statesmen-  of 
this  oonntry,  wonld  be  most  acate  to  detect, 
and  moat  prompt  to  re^t,  any  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  been 
pleased  to  call  the  District  mtem  a  ondble, 
Vy  which  11m  States  <rf  ti^  UnioD  were  to  be 
amalgamated  into  <me  common  mass,  by  fusion ; 
and  has,  tSironghont  his  speedi,  assomed  that  I 
have  propoeed  and  m^tamed  what  I  expressly 
disdauneo,  and  what  is  nowhere  to  be  fonnd, 
bat  in  hia  own  Imagination,  and  in  the  resola- 
tion  of  his  oolleagne,  (Mr.  Gabnskt.)  My 
propoBilion  distinctiy  secures  to  each  State,  in 
the  primary  election,  the  precise  number  of 
votes  to  which  she  is  now  entitled.  The  peo- 
ple of  each  State  will  give  the  electoral  votes 
of  that  State,  in  districts,  laid  off  by  the  Legia- 
latnre ;  and  how  the  people  are  to  be  melted 
Into  one  mass,  by  being  separated  into  two 
hundred  and  sixty -one,  eorpassee,  I  oonfeas,  my 
pom  omniHrehenncHL 

The  constitution  has  provided,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  each  State  shall  jnve  a  certain  number 
of  electoral  votes  for  President  and  that,  if 
any  one  person  shaU  have  a  nugority  of  those 
votes,  he  shall  be  the  President.  We  then 
have  the  anthority  of  the  constitutiim  itself  for 
saying,  th^  this  is  the  best  mode  of  electing 
that  Important  officer ;  in  other  words,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Federalist,  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  intended  that  his  electors 
■honld  be  chosen  by  "  the  immediate  act  of  the 
Araerioan  people."  How,  then,  oan  it  be  said, 
that  we  violate  the  prinfflples  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion,  by  making  those  prmdnles  more  effec- 
tive ?  The  fiulnre  to  elect  a  President  by  the 
primary  vote,  ia  certainly  a  pditioal  evil,  and 
w  so  regarded  by  the  oonstitimon :  for  it  com- 
pels us  to  resort  to  a  mode  of  choice,  wMch,  to 
■ay  the  least  of  it,  the  Convention  did  not 
think  Uie  best,  or  they  would  have  made  it  the 
primary  mode.  To  prevent  that  failure,  then, 
it  seems  to  me,  ia  to  do  nothing  more  than  we 
^oiUd  be  authorized  to  do,  aocordiog  to  the 
reatrioted  notion  of  our  power  of  amendment, 
entert^ned  by  the  gentleman  frtnn  Hassaehn- 
•etts.  It  would  be  only  carrying  the  existing 
loindidea  of  the  constitntion  into  "a  more 
perfect  and  lumpier  operation." 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  political  solecism 
than  that  which  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  oom- 
mencing  the  election  of  the  Premdent  upon  one 
piini^ple,  and  ending  it  accortUng  to  another. 
If  the  pc^nlar  principle  is  the  tme  principle  of 
this  election,  as  indicated  by  the  conatttnUon 
itself,  nothing  can  be  more  absurd  tlian  to 
abandon  it  entirely  as  soon  as  the  people,  at  the 
flnt  effiHt,  fail  to  ^ve  a  m^witj  of  votea^iiv 


(me  candidate.    It  looks  like  pm^Bbing  Hie 

people,  by  forfdtnre,  for  not  being  more  unani- 
mous. And  rest  assured,  sir,  they  will  adopt 
means  to  avoid  the  penalty  hereafter,  even  If 
yon  do  not  amend  the  constitution.  Not  only 
the  large  States,  but  all  the  States  that  regard 
the  principles  and  the  purity  of  our  Govern- 
ment as  objects  worth  preservings  will  certain- 
ly concur  in  some  preliminary  measures  to 
make  the  popular  vote  oondusive.  and  prevent 
what,  under  the  most  &vorabIe  aroanutanoea, 
is  a  great  national  evU — an  Section  1^  the 
House  of  Representativea. 

la  my  opening  remarks,  I  stated  fhat,  fat 
every  well-organized  Government,  eitenmTo 
powers  most  be  verted  in  the  Execative  De- 
partment; that  the  only  effectual  means  ot 
rendering  these  powers  oonipatible  with  pnblio 
liberty,  was  an  efficient  and  direct  re^ncdbil- 
ity  to  the  people ;  and  that,  in  point  of  fiu^ 
t^e  power  of  the  Fi^dent  of  the  United  States 
was  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. This,  says  the  gentleman,  is  an  exag- 
geration too  violent  to  be  admitted  in  the  heat 
of  argnmemt ;"  but,  being  resolved  to  surpaas 
his  antwoxdat,  ul  whatever  he  undertakes,  even 
diodd  ft  be  ex^geration,  he  asserts  that  the 
Ezecative  has  no  power  at  ail;  that  tM  Aoce 
no  Government/ 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  Qlr. 
Babtlett)  urges  it  as  an  argument  agfunsfe 
taking  the  electi<Hi  of  the  Prendent  from  this 
Hoose,  that  we  are  compelled  to  choose  one  <^ 
the  three  highest  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for 
by  the  electors ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  of  very 
little  importance  which  of  them  we  choose, 
whether  the  highest  or  the  lowest.  In  my 
jndgment,  a  stronger  argument  coold  not  be 
advanced  for  divesting  this  Honse  of  the 
power  it  now  exerdses.  If  it  is  of  so  littto 
imiKHlaiioe  which  of  the  three  {>rominent  can- 
diwee  shall  be  elected,  why  bringthe  agitat- 
ing question  into  this  House  t  Why  expose 
this  body  to  certain  distraction  and  probable 
corruption,  when  there  is  no  object  to  be  ao- 
oomplished  by  it  that  will  compensate  for  the 
hazard?  Shall  the  members  of  this  House 
wantonly  run  into  temptation,  merely  for  the 
sake  of  lUnstrating  thdr  incormptible  puri^  I 
The  gentleman  m>m  Massachnsetts  has  said, 
that,  if  the  king  of  England  were  elective  for 
fonr  years,  no  ministn'  could  keep  their  seats 
for  four  weeks.  Si^  u  I  know  any  thing  of 
Englandf  a  idn^de  «eoti<Hi  of  a  king,  by  the 
Faniament,  would  Uteralb^  destroy  the  ptmtioal 
system,  by  the  oorroption  and  violence  to 
which  it  would  ^ve  rise.  The  same  oonse- 
quenoes,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  must,  in  the 
conrse  of  time,  and  at  no  very  distant  period, 
take  place  in  this  country,  if  we  do  not  make 
this  change  In  onr  constitution.  Ambition, 
that,  in  all  ages,  has  either  marched  to  empire 
through  blo<KL  and  violence,  or  made  its  inglo- 
rious way  through  fraud  and  corruption,  is  the 
same  active,  restless,  and  ungovernable  passion 
here,  that  it  has  been  found  in  all  other  conn- 
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triee.  Ko  pt^tical  millennimn  has  opened  upon 
US.  The  natora  of  man  is  nnchanged.  We 
can  «ilr  hope  for  exemption  from  tne  oorrnp- 
tian  and  d^ravitj  which  historir  records  of 
other  ooim^ieB,  bj  aTwding  the  imperfection 
in  onr  poUticu  orgud»ti<Hi  that  produced 
thoae  «Tua  in  their  eystemB. 

But,  appealing  fivm  the  history  of  other 
eoontriea,  gentlemen  have  trinmphantlj  re- 
ferred to  car  own  to  dintrove  the  alleged  im- 
perfection in  the  mode  oi  choo^ng  the  Presi- 
dent. The  gentleman  ii«m  New  Hampdiire 
(Mr.  BAXTunr)  has  called  oar  attention  to  the 
election  of  1801,  bj  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tirea,  and  he  cibee  the  sncoeaa  of  Kr.  Jefferson 
as  ft  proof  of  the  fitneaa  of  this  Hoose  to  per- 
ftjrm  the  deetond  Ametion.  Sir,  the  genUe- 
man  eonld  not  have  selected  a  more  anforto- 
nate  eaaspio  to  innstrate  his  azgnmoit.  If 
ever  there  waa  a  dark  and  portoitoni  period  in 
oor  nditacal  biatorj,  it  was  that  of  the  contest- 
ed election  between  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Aaron  Burr,  in  the  Honse  of  RepreeentatiTes, 
Those  who  were  then  on  the  thMtre  of  politi- 
cal life,  can  tell  the  gentleman  with  what  trem- 
hting  i^prehensione,  with  what  indignant  de- 
nandabonB,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
looked,  week  after  week,  npon  the  disgraceful 
drama  that  was  going  on  within  these  walla ; 
when  the  peace  of  the  Union  and  the  &te  of 
the  B^nbUc  were  sospended  on  a  thread,  and 
when  the  nation  waa  finalljr  uved  from  the 
uurped  dominion  of  a  vile  and  nn^inoipled 
intr^;nra,  mora  hj  the  Providenoe  (tf  Qod,  thui 
either  br  the  wisdom  or  virtne  of  those  npon 
whom  the  hi^  duty  had  devolved  of  electing 
a  Prendent.  Sir,  what  was  the  principle  in- 
Tdved  in  the  attempt,  so  nearlj  oonsnmmated 
bj  soecess,  to  make  Aaron  Bnrr  the  President, 
aj  the  vote  of  this  Honse  ?   It  was  a  qnestion 

nakedf  nmnitigated,  desperate  nsurpation. 
¥itb  the  nndispnted  fiact  before  Uiem.  uiat  he 
had  not  received  one  solitary  vote  in  the  Union 
for  President,  there  were  fonnd  in  these  walls, 
not  onlj  one  or  two  men,  bnt  almost  an  entire  par- 
^,  prepared  to  bid  a  bmd  and  reokkoB  defiance, 
Mtn  to  ihfi  will  of  the  nation  and  the  prind- 
pki  of  tiie  oonstitation.  If  they  had  snoceed- 
ed,  tbia  nation  wonld  have  been  shaken  to  its 
enti^  and  what  commenced  in  fitotion,  wonld, 
prabably,  have  ended  in  blood.  And  yet  this 
aeenc^  where,  all  the  madness  of  faction  pre- 
aded  over  the  deliberations  of  the  condave,  is 
referred  to  as  an  ai^oment  agunst  taking  the 
election  from  this  Honse  I 

Bat  those,  it  may  be  stud,  were  days  of  fao- 
tKNM  violence,  when  the  oonntry  was  divided 
into  two  orgamxed  partiea.  I  admit  they  were, 
■r;  and  do  yon  expect  a  new  era  in  history — 
that  we  are,  from  this  time  forward,  to  have 
BDMitieat 

As  to  nv^  own  eonne,  it  la  dlatinotly  matl:ed 
Mt  I  shall  liberally  mstain  the  jnst  and 
proper  measnraa  of  this  Administration :  and, 
for  the  aaka  of  iUvstrating  nqr  prinidplea,  I 
viah  I  eonld  tnstain  them  all— bnt  I  ahall  as 
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decidedly  oppose  their  re-election.  Bron^ 
into  existence  by  the  sinfnl  embraces  of  an  nn- 
prinMpled  coalition,  with  t^e  "  primal  curse  ** 
of  vmrpaUm  indedibly  stamped  npon  them, 
no  Bnbftequent  measores  can  pnrify  them  from 
the  ori^^nal  sin  of  their  generation  and  hirtlu 

An  honorable  member  from  New  Hampohira 
(Mr,  Babtlbtt)  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  the 
celebrated  sentiment  of  Mr.  Crawford — "  Judge 
the  Adnunlstration  by  their  measnres  " — as  a 
jost  rebnke  to  the  petnlance  of  foction.  Jndffe 
the  Adnunistration  by  their  measnres  I  ao^ 
sir ;  I  will  jndge  of  the  measnres  of  the  Ad- 
ministration by  their  own  intrinsic  merits ;  bnt 
I  will  not  jndge  of  the  Admini8trati<m  by  their 
measnres  only,  when  they  come  to  settle  the 
acoonnta  of  their  stowar^ip,  and  ask  for  a 
renewal  of  QMot  tmat  It  would  be  jnat  as 
resBonable  to  ask  of  me,  when  my  hone  Is  sto- 
1^  to  let  the  Jndgmrat  of  condonnation  de- 
pend, not  npon  the  fact  of  the  Maar^  bnt  xmca 
the  kindness  or  cmeify  with  which  the  tnlef 
should  nse  the  stolen  animal. 

When  Mr.  MoDuftib  had  finished  his  argu- 
ment, Mr.  Tbimblk  obtained  the  floor,  bnt  gave 
way  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  EvxBKrr,  who  b^^ed  leave  to  offer  a 
ringle  word  of  explanation.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  E.  said,  has  taken 
ocoauon,  after  claiming  to  himself  the  merit  <^ 
exolncive  condstency  on  tliis  snUeet)  to  at- 
tempt to  fix  a  chi^e  of  inoonsuteni^  and 
change  of  opinion  npon  me ;  and  has  endeavored 
to  support  this  charge  by  a  selection  of  senten- 
ces, and  parts  of  sentences,  from  an  article 
pnbH^ed,  six  years  ago,  in  a  journal  with 
which  I  had  an  editorial  connection.  It  is  a 
sufficient  reply  to  this  charge  to  sa^,  that  I 
never,  in  my  life,  expressed  an  opinion  np<m 
the  subject  of  the  gentiemao's  amendment,  in 
either  branch  of  it,  until  I  came  to  the  diacns> 
sion  of  it  this  winter.  I  never  eonld  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  for  I  am  not  conscious  of 
ever  having  devoted  an  hour  to  tlie  examina- 
tion of  the  qnestitHii.  mth  respeet  to  the  sen* 
timents  whfoh  the  gentleman  has  cited  from 
the  North  American  Review,  though  I  have 
but  a  general  recollection  of  the  contents  of 
the  article  in  question,  which  I  have  not  seen 
since  tiie  correction  of  the  proof-sheets,  tiie 
gentleman  knows — since  he  appears  to  have 
read  it  with  care — tha*  they  refer  to  a  very 
different  matter.  The  writer  of  that  artide 
attempts  a  sort  of  outiine  of  the  constitution, 
in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Jeremy  Bentham, 
whose  information  of  onr  institnticms  appears 
to  have  remsined  stationary  since  the  Old  Con- 
federation, and  who  actually  speaks  of  the 
Pnndent  of  the  United  States  as  tiie  President 
of  Congr«B.  Quoting  this  remaik,  and  reftit- 
ing  the  doctaine  implied  in  it,  the  writer  of  Ibe 
artide  goes  on  to  say,  that  the  present  Oorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  Is  a  National  Gov- 
ernment, (not  like  the  old  one,)  a  Confederacy 
of  the  States.  The  Prendent  is  the  President 
of  thepec^le;  the  Be^eeentatira^  the  Bepre- 
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MntatiT«6  of  the  people;  the  Jadioiary,  the 
Jadidflry  of  the  people ;  and  the  Senate,  the 
onlj  branch  -which  represents  the  States  as 
snoh :  that,  had  the  Union  been  a  oompaot  am- 
plj  between  the  States  as  snoh,  they  woold 
nare  had  an  eqnal  vote  in  the  choice  of  Presi- 
dent, «Scc.  All  this,  sir,  is  nnqnestionably  tme. 
The  gentleman  bbjb,  these  were  mj  former 
views;  they  certainly  are  my  present  views: 
fo/Tf  thongh  the  present  oonstitntim  was 
fiwrned  by  oompaot  between  States  eqoal^  sov- 
erdgo,  it  is  not  itself  a  oompaot  between 
States,  retaining  each  aa  equal  share  of  the 
sovereignty,  as  was  the  case  with  the  former 
Oonfederatdoo.  I  freely  grant  the  gentleman 
that  the  writer  of  the  article,  in  saying  that 
the  representation  in  the  Senate,  is  the  only 
trace  <k  Federal  eqnality,  fell  into  an  error,  no 
donbt,  from  the  haete  and  oareleesness  inoident 
to  anonymous  periodical  writing.  The  choice 
4^  President  is,  also,  in  some  respects,  federa- 
tive :  this  is  not  matter  of  0|^on,  on  which 
to  ground  a  ohane  of  tnoomdatenoT :  it  is  mat- 
ter of  ftc^  over&dced  or  ondtted  nj  the  aa- 
tW  of  the  essay  whicb  the  gmttoman  cites. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Oaralna  and  myself 
do  not  differ  as  to  the  proposltioivthat  the 
dioioe  of  the  Prendent  is,  to  a  oertcdn  extent, 
a  federative  featnre  of  Uie  Gk>vemment  We 
differ  as  to  the  r^ht  now  to  alter  that,  which, 
at  the  time,  was  fixed  by  compromise,  between 
parties  then  equally  aovereign,  and  wno  t^reed 
to  nve  up  certain  portions  of  their  equal  sov- 
erngnfy,  and  no  more ;  and  to  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment to  a  certain  degree  Katiimal,  and  to  a 
oertaia  degree  Federative. 


Satuiidat,  April  1. 
AmendnurU     CA«  ComtUution. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  KoDuttib, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  MoLura,  of  Delaware,  in 
the  obair,  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  Ur. 
UoDurriK,  to  the  ctKistitul^on. 

Mr.  TaocBLB  addressed  the  committee.  He 
began  by  saying,  that  tha  Loorians  had  a  stat- 
nte  whidi  required  the  person  who  intended 
to  propose  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  their 
JhindammUal  loiUy  to  go  into  the  assembly  of 
the  pec^le,  with  a  rope  round  Ida  neok ;  and  if 
he  fidleid  in  Ids  plan  of  alteratitm  or  amend- 
ment, the  statute  dedared  that  he  should  be 
instantly  hung  up,  without  any  further  trial  or 
oonviotiiMi.  He  Uion^t  it  po«Ue  that  dmilar 
enaotmenta  might  be  naaflil  in  onr  day  and  gm- 
eration,  to  repress  the  rage  in  fhvor  of  amend- 
ing constitutions ;  but  he  did  not  wish  for  snoh 
a  law  at  present,  beomse  there  were  some 
twenty  plans  before  the  Honse  to  amend  the 
Federal  Constitoticm ;  nineteen  of  which  would 
'  pal  beyond  a  doubt,  and  probably  the  other 
tiao ;  and  oi  oonrse  the  lav  of  the  Locrians,  if 
in  fyroa  saaug  na,  would  sweep  ua  off  by  tena 
and  twenties,  and  thin  our  ranks  most  marvel- 
loadr.  Bat  he  would  hM  it  up  to  the  oom- 
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mittee  as  a  fit  remedy  for  premature  and  use* 
leas  innovations  in  the  course  of  lefpalation. 
Historians  tell  ns  that  theee  Locrians  made  no 
alterations  in  the  body  of  their  laws  fbr  about 
two  hundred  years ;  daring  which  period  thegr 
were  a  prosperous  and  a  happy  people;  ap- 
plauded and  admired  by  all  the  other  Btatea  of 
Greece  around  them. 

}Sx.  T.  was  in  fitvor  of  theproponttoa  to  ex- 
clude the  election  from  the  fiumse^  but  wae  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  scheme  whioh  would 
diminish  or  impair  the  fall  power  of  the  Statee 
to  rc^folftte  the  whole  satjectj  as  separate  inde- 
pendent bodies,  or  communities  of  peoijle.  His 
best  judgment  was  opposed  to  the  disteicts,  and 
he  should  vote  against  the  District  system,  un- 
less he  ^onld  find  the  people  of  h£s  State  in 
favor  of  that  plan.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
sidea,  in  debate,  that  the  States,  in  adopting 
the  District  syrtem,  would  have  to  surrender 
some  portions  of  thor  power  over  the  election ; 
and  this  was  not  con^stent  with  his  views  of 
Federal  or  Sti^  polioy.  His  ofnnioa  ww  be- 
fon  he  came  into  Oongress,  that  the  Feuerd, 
Oovemment  was  rather  too  weak  and  feeUe  to 
nudntain  itself  against  the  States :  bat  he  waa 
now  folly  satisfied  that  the  Stotea  wen  Uw 
weaker  vessels,  and  he  would  not  agree  to  In- 
crease their  weakness  by  taking  power  from 
them. 

He  would  vote,  he  said,  with  the  gentleman 
firom  South  Oarolina,  ^Mr.  MoDorvza,)  in  favw 
of  his  abstract  proposition  to  exclude  the  eleo- 
tion  from  the  House,  but  not  for  the  reasons 
offered  by  that  member. 

The  great  objeoticm  uned  against  thepree- 
ent  mode  of  deotim  ia,  the  impnq»er  use  that 
may  be  made  of  powsr  and  patronage  to  oop* 
ropt  the  members  and  oontrol  their  votes.  But 
here  a  plun  distinction  had  been  overlooked 
by  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  argument. 
Iltere  are,  said  he,  two  classes,  or  diviuoiu,  (rf 
this  power  and  patronage ;  first,  the  p|Ower  and 
patronage  incident  to  the  Precddential  office^ 
and  to  be  exerdsed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
man  in  office,  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties ;  and,  second,  the  power  and  patronage 
incident  to  each  of  the  three  candidates  before 
the  Honse ;  and  whioh  each  of  them  oould  ontf 
use  poteDtiaUy.  These  two  classes  of  power 
and  patronage  ffifBer  widely  from  eabh  other. 
The  flrat  ia  not  oompluned  of;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  gwttlanan  (Mi.  MoDurns)  approved  it 
in  his  first  speech— contended  that  it  waa  right 
and  proper— fffotested  agunst  its  diminution— 
deelared  himWf  Ihe  last  man  who  woold  op- 
pose it — made  it  out  to  be  equal,  or  nearly 
equal,  to  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Idng 
of  En^and— thought  it  absolutely  neoeesarr  in 
our  system  of  Government,  and  was  unwilling 
to  place  any  dieck  upon  it,  except  the  oheck  m 
"sublime  responribility."  In  fact,  the  plans 
andpn^meitionsf^  amendment  in  debate^  were 
not  Drought  ftHmrd  or  intended  as  a  oheck 

ri  the  exerdae  of  power  and  Mtronage  bj 
President  after  be  is  indnotea  into  offioa 
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And  ret  the  FMidflnt,  after  lus  indaction, 
rae  uie  same  power  and  patronage  to  eecure 
Ilia  re-election.  He  oottid  use  it  in  both  Houses, 
and  in  the  States  and  Districts  also ;  and  the 
pernicioiis  effects  resulting  from  the  actual  use 
of  it,  here  or  dsewbere,  for  a  period  of  four 
yearm,  would  fur  exceed  the  effects  resulting 
from  the  use  of  it  potentially,  hj  the  candidates 
baftm  the  Hooae,  for  a  few  dajs,  or  at  most, 
m  few  weeks  only.  And  then  a^n  the 
fteiidBiit^  after  his  re-election,  may  use  this 
power  and  patronage  during  his  last  torn  of 
four  yeara,  to  bring  in  a  avoHte  anooessor. 
And  jet  the  sentlemau  offers  us  no  plan  to 
oheek  the  lefMianded  exeroiBe  <tf  all  this  mass 
(rf^  power  and  patrcmage.  He  dreads  the  f)«Mr 
oM  pa^onoffe  inddrnt  to  tlte  eandidat€»  b^oM 
tie  Hovte.  It  is  this  that  he  complains  of; 
and  ttda,  be  tiiinka,  will  make  this  bo^  mote 
eornipt  than  aqy  ki^dative  body  aver  has  been 
heretofore. 

l£x.  Vaxos  then  addressed  the  OMmnittee: 
Sr,  the  moabera  of  the  OcmTention  that  fhuned 
Ada  coDatitQtian  pint  the  electtoii,  in  the  last 
zaaor^  whan  it  now  leets;  and  I  have  no 
dmbt  that  thqr  Ttewed  the  whde  gnnmd,  and 
weighed,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  diffieolties 
diat  ware  to  be  moonntered,.  either  in  throw- 
fag  it  ba^  a  second  time  to  the  people,  or  any 
pre^xistiog  body  nnder  the  State  antborities. 
ue  geotlonan  from.  Yir^nia,  (Ur.  BrxTmr- 
aoR,)  to  whom  I  listened  with  so  moch  pleaa- 
ina,  in  the  tbtj  able  view  he  took  of  the  Fed- 
eral featnree  of  this  GoTemment,  has  proposed, 
in  the  last  reeort,  to  give  the  election  to  tiie 
State  L^^ialrtnree.  Sir,  volames  might  be  epo- 
ken  and  written,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  the 
tmpwqBTie^  of  meh  a  step ;  if  there  was  no 
other  oti)eotion.  the  simple  flwt  that  those 
boAea,  under  tiie  constitation,  have  the  ap- 
pointmeDt  of  Senators  confided  to  thdr  chaise, 
woold  be  snffident  of  itself, 

The  Execntive  Department  eonrists  of  two 
Wanchea,  the  President  and  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  is  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  upon 
the  Preddent.  The  Senate,  also^  in  its  jndicial 
dtaractM-,  is  to  nt  as  a  court  of  impeadmient, 
to  try  the  PresidMit.  It  is,  therefore,  mani- 
ftat,  that  th^  ought  to  be  aa  independent  of 
aadi  other  in  sentiment  and  feeling,  as  practi- 
eaUe.  Is  it  not  then  improper,  that  the  Presi- 
4ant  and  Senate  ahonid  owe  uidr  eUx^on  to 
Ae  aame  bodiea  of  motf  I  aak  that  gentle- 
van,  aeriondy,  to  reflect  before  he  takes  this 
Btq>.  I  ask  this  House,  and  this  nation,  to 
panse  before  they  anhinse  the  oonstitntion  of 
their  coontry ;  to  remember  the  difficulties  that 
th^  anoeators  had  in  bringing  into  successftil 
operation  this  splendid  m(mnment  of  intellec- 
tnal  wiedom — the  teenlt  of  one  of  the  noblest 
eflbrte  of  mutual  eoncessim  and  compromise, 
that  was  ever  effected  by  any  political  body  in 
aay  age  or  nation. 

Mr.  T.  P.  MoosK,  of  Eentocky,  said  he  was 
la  finor  of  the  rewilntimu  ctf  the  gentieman 
froB  Bonth  Carolina.  They  were  in  strict  ao- 


oordance  with  a  Amdamental  article  in  his  po- 
litical creed,  that  tiie  people  were  the  safest 
poratory  of  erery  power  which  it  was  practica- 
ble for  them  to  exercise.  But  the  duties  with 
which  he  had  been  chaiged,  by  his  immediate 
constitQCTts,  and  the  vigorous  support  which 
the  resoloticms  had  reoeiTed,  rendered  any  ex- 
ertions, on  his  part,  to  advance  them,  both  in- 
convenient and  unneoeasaiy. 
Mr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  committee  riaSb 
Mr.  BuoBUTAN  appealed  to  the  oommlttee  on 
tiie  propriety  of  clcaas  tiie  debate  cm  these  rea> 
olntlons;  stating  that  ne  had  himself  pr^iared| 
With  much  care,  a  speech  on  the  subject,  wMehf 
after  what  had  taken  plaoe^  he  now  voold  sop- 
press. 

"Hi.  Wxbstkb  pressed  tiie  aame  ^int,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Stobbb  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, that  he  mi^t  merely  state  that  his  vote  on 
the  propoeitions  would  be  the  same  as  recorded 
on  tne  Journals  among  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  a 
former  Ck>ngrea8*,  bat  he  rerased  to  comply,  and 
tiie  qneetitH)  h^ng  takoi,  the  oomndttae  roae. 

Ur.  WxBsnB  wen  mmd,  in  the  Hoosa,  tiiat 
tiie  Committee  of  the  Whole  <»  the  state  of  tiie 
Union  be  diaohargedfrmn  the  farther  oonsldera- 
tion  of  these  resolntions :  which  was  agreed  to; 
and  the  committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

Mr.  HoDumx  thai  sobstituted  for  hia  tMpr 
nal  resolutions,  the  amendments  he  had  oflbred 
in  Owunittee  of  tiie  Whole,  viz ; 

"JUttAvi,  TbAt  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
President  and  Tioe  President  of  the  United  SUt«s, 
the  constittfdoQ  oog^t  to  be  amended  in  such  man* 
ner  as  will  [neTent  the  election  of  the  aforesaid  offi- 
cers from  daTolving  on  Congresa. 

"Ruolv^  Hat  a  nnifonn  arBtem  of  voting  by 
IHstriota  onght  to  be  eaUblisbec  in  all  the  States, 
the  number  of  Districts  in  each  State  to  eqnal  the 
number  of  Senatora  and  BemeaeDtatiTea  to  which 
such  State  may  be  entitted  in  Coogreaa^  and  each 
District  tiavingone  vote. 

"  HetoiMd,  Tliat  a  select  committee  be  appointed^ 
with  ioatmetitMia  to  prepare  aad  iqwrt  a  J«nt  tea- 
elation,  ambiadng  the  afimsdd  oqeets." 

Vr.  Cook  agun  moved  the  amendment  which 
he  bad  oflwed,  in  Oonuoittee  ctf  the  Whole,  aa 
an  addition  to  the  iint  braneh  of  Mr.  Mal>.*a 
amendment,  via : 

**And  aa  vHI  authorise  the  votera  qnaMed  to 
vote  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta* 

tivea  of  the  United  States  hi  each  State,  to  vote  di- 
rectly, in  each  manner  aa  the  Legisktnra  thereof 
shall  direct,  for  the  aforeaaid  officers,  referring  to 
each  State,  after  the  faDure  to  make  a  choice  of 
either  of  the  afores^d  officers  in  the  primary  ^eo- 
tion,  «i  the  priodide  titat  anch  prtmuy  eleetiMi  is 
now  made,  an  equal  vote  in  nich  Section;  and 
that  a  convention  be  antborised  hi  eaeh  Btate^  to 
act  m  tiie  aforessid  amendmenta." 

Mr.  WioKum  moved  to  amend  Mr.  CooE^ 
amendment,  by  striking  out  tiu^  olanse  which 

Sroposes  tbie  oaUlng  a  oonveolion  in  eadi 
tate  to  ooD^dar  the  amndmanta  that  may  be 
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■ent  dowa  to  tlie  wrwil  Stttes  fix-  aoeytmoe 
or  r^ectioiL 

Hr.  Savkdebs  now  moved  the  Prmioiu  Qua- 
Uon,  (the  effect  of  which  preblades  all  amend- 
moDts  and  debate,  and  reqiurea  at  onoe  a  dodrion 
on  the  qaeetioD  before  the  Hodm.)  The 
motion  of  Mr.  Sadvdibb  was  snrtained, — ayee 
88,  noes  60.  The  pre^oni  qnestion  waa  then 
put,  tIe  :  "  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  tak- 
en?" 

On  the  decision  of  this  qnestion.  Ur.  Powsll 
Mlled  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  wbi<ak  were  order- 
ed, and  were— yeas  128,  nays  64. 

Bo  it  was  determined  that  the  main  qTuaOxm 
■honld  now  be  taken. 

ICr.  KoDuFni  called  for  a  division  of  the 

anestion,  ^t  the  vote  might  be  taken  first  on 
le  proposition  to  remove  the  Prendential  Eleo- 
titm  from  £be  Hoose  of  Representatives,  and 
then  oa  the  Distziot  System;  whiob  was  agreed 
to. 

The  qnotion  waa  aooordingly  stated  on  the 
foUowii^  resoliitifHi,  vis: 

**SnQlwti,  That,  for  the  pnrpose  of  elooting  the 
nwsldent  and  Tloe  Prerident  «t  tbe  United  Butea, 
the  ooBstitnUon  ought  to  be  uaended  in  soeh  man- 
ner u  wUl  prevent  the  election  of  the  afwesidd 
officers  from  devolving  on  Congreas." 

And,  by  reqnest  of  Mr.  Babsoits,  of  Virginia, 
the  qnestion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^Heosra.  Adams  of  V.  T.,  Addams  of  Fa., 
Alexander  of  Ya.,  Alexander  of  Tenn.,  AUen  of 
Tenn.,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Aimstrong,  Ash- 
1^,  Bailey,  Badger,  Barbour  of  Ya.,  Barney, 
sett,  BayUes,  Blur,  Boone,  Brent,  Bachan&n,  Back- 
Bsr,  Cambrdeog,  Oampbdl,  Carson,  Carter,  Cary, 
Oaaedy,  Claiborne,  Cooke,  Conner,  Cook,  Crump, 
Pavenport,  Deits,  Drayton,  Edwards  of  Fenn.,  Ed- 
wards of  N.  C,  EstUl,  FIndlay  of  Fenn.,  ilndlay  of 
Oblo^osdick,  Gamsey,  Garten,  Gist,  Go  van,  Gnr- 

Sy,  Hallook,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Htyden,  Haynes, 
emphOl,  Henry,  HInea,  HtrfTtnan,  Holmes,  Houston, 
Hognnin,  Homi^rey,  lo^iam,  Isacks,  Jenidngs  of '. 
Id£,  Johnson  of  va.,  James  Johnson,  Frucis . 
Johnson,  Kellogg,  Kerr,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Le- 
oompte,  Letcher,  Uncotn,  little,  livingston.  Long, 
Ibogum,  Harsbte,  Maricell,  Mu-kley,  HarOndale, 
Ihrnn  of  N.  T.,  HcCoy,  VcDuffie,  MoKean,  Mc- 
Lean of  Ohio,  MoUanos,  HcNeill.  Mercer,  Merri- 
wetber,  Metcalfe,  MOler  of  N.  T.,  Jas.  a  MitcbeD, 
Mitchell  of  Md^  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ky., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Orr,  Owen^eter,  Flumer,  Folk, 
Porter,  Powell,  JUret,  Rose,  Rosa,  Sannders,  Saw- 
yer, Scott,  Smith,  Stevenson  of  Fenn.,  SteTensonof 
Ts^  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  TattnaD,  Taylor  of  Ya., 
Test,  Thomson  of  Fenn.,  Tfaomjpson  of  Ga.,  Thomp- 
son of  Ohio,  Tresvant,  Ttimbts,  Tucker  of  8.  C, 
Yerplsnok,  Ward,  Weems,  Wbittemore,  Wlcklilfe, 
WUliams,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  WUson  of 
&  C,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Woods  of  Ohio,  Wor- 
thington,  Wnrts,  and  Toui^— -186. 

NIvb.— Hesars.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Baldwin,  Bartlett, 
Bartley,  Barber  of  Coul,  Beecber,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Bqrao,  Clarke,  Condiot,  GrowafnsU^  Davis, 
Dwight,  Eastman,  Everett,  Forsyth,  Hasbronok, 
Heafy,  Herrick,  IngersoU,  Kidder,  Lw^  Mallaiy, 
Ihttocks,  MeLane  w  DeL,  Ifawln  of  Conn.,  Maer, 


Kewton,  O'Brien,  Fearoe,  Phelps,  Reed,  Sandi^ 
Sloane,  Spragoe,  Btorrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tomlinsoi^ 
Tucker  of  K.  J.|Yan  Rensselaer,  Yaoee,  Yamoi^ 
Yinton,  Wales,  Webster,  Whipple,  White,  WUttle- 
sey.  Wood  of  N.  T.,  and  Wright— 82. 

Bo  the  first  resolotion  was  agreed  to. 
The  qnestion  was  then  taken  an  thefi^wing 
(seoond)  resdntioD : 

"JtMolMtl^  Tliat  a  uniform  system  of  voting  by 
Districts,  ooi^t  to  be  established  in  all  the  Sute^ 
the  ntpnber  of  DistcicU  in  each  State  to  equal  the 
number  of  Seoatofs  and  Bepraseotatives  to  which 
such  State  may  be  entitled  in  Congress,  and  eaeh 
Distriot  having  one  vote." 

And,  by  request  of  Ut.  Litilb,  decided  1^ 
yeaa  ud  nayi,  vrtifoh  resolted  as  ndhnm: 

Tbas.— MesBis.  Adams  of  K.  T.,  Alexander  of 
Tenn.,  Allen  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Anderson,  AngeL 
Armstrong,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Badger,  Barbour  of 
Ya.,  Barney,  BayUes,  Blw,  Bryan,  Cambreleng, 
Camdsell,  Carson,  Carter,  Claiborne,  Cocke,  Con- 
ner, Deits,  Edwards  <tf  N.  C.  Be^  Findlay  <tf  (Mo, 
FoetUck,  Garrison,  Govan,  HalloeLHamineii,  Har- 
ris, Hasbrouok,  Hayden,  Henn',  Hinea,  Hoffman, 
Holmes,  Houston,  Hnguniu,  Humphrey,  In^am, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Ya.,  Jaoes  Johnson,  Franda 
Johnson,  Eello^,  Kerr,  Ereme^  Lecompte,  lia- 
coln,  Uttie,  Uringston,  Long,  Hangnm,  Marable^ 
Harkell,  MartindJe,  Marvin  of  N.  T.,  McDuffle, 
McEee,  McManus,  McNeill,  Mercer.  Miller  of 
Mitchell  of  Md.,  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ky., 
Moore  of  Alt^mnn^  Owen,  Peter,  Plomer,  Fow, 
Porter,  Powell,  Reed,  Rose,  Ross,  Saunders,  Saw- 
yer, Scott,  Smith,  Yerplanok,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weems,  White,  Whlttemore,  Widdilb,  WIffiaaa, 
Worthington— «0. 

KaTB.— MesBB.  Addams  of  Ph.,  Alennder  of  Ya., 
Allen  of  MaaL,  Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Batber 
of  Conn.,  Bassett,  Beedber,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Carey,  Caasedy,  Clarke, 
Condict,  Cook,  Crownlnshield,  Crump,  Da^  Dav- 
enport, Drayton,  Dwtght,  Eastman,  Everett,  Ed- 
wards of  Pa^,  Eindlay  of  Pa.,  F(»nth,Gi8t,  Guri^, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Heale^  Hempbiu,  Herrick,  Inger- 
BoU,  Jennlngfl  of  Ind.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence^ 
Letcber,  Locke,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mattocks,  McCoy, 
McEean,  McIaoc  of  DeL,  MeLane  of  Ohio,  Merri- 
wetfaer,  Merwin  of  Conn.,  Metcalfe,  Miner,  James 
8.  Mitchell,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Fearoe,  Pbeipa, 
Uvea,  Sands,  ^wagne,  Stevenson  of  Pa.,  Stevenson 
of  YiL,  Stewart,  Storra,  Btrong,  Swan,  TaliafiBrN^ 
Tattnall,  Taylor  of  Ya.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Pa^ 
Thompson  ot  G*.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tomlinaon, 
Trezvant,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  K.  J.,  Tucker  of  S.  C, 
Yan  Beossdaer,  Yance,  Vamum,  Vinton,  Walea^ 
Whipi^e,  Whittiesey,  James  WUaon,  HenryWOaon, 
Wilson  of  a  C,  l^son  of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Wood  ti 
N.  T.,  Woods  of  Ohio,  Wright,  Worts,  Toung— lOS. 

So  the  seoond  resolntion  was  njjeoted. 

Mr.  If  oDuBnB  then  moved  that  the  first  re»> 
olntioo,  wbioh  had  been  agreed  to,  be  refiBrred 
to  a  sBUot  oomndttee,  to  report  thereon  to  thle 
HonsB. 

Tbe  motion  was  osiried— «yes  118. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  oiHuist  of  M 
members,  as  follows : 

Kr.  HoDonro^  ib.  IJHOour,  Vx.  Buxun^ 
ICr.  Baiut,  Ur.  Fsun,  Mr.  I>«inou,  Mb 
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IUttookb,  Ut.  Homuv,  Ifr.  Oabbkdt,  Hr. 
KuKurr,  Mr.  MoLabx  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Lit- 
TU,  Mr.  STKmeoN  of  Ta.,  Ur.  SAmrDiKL  Mr. 
Tatthai.,  Mr.  Oajifbkll,  Mr.  Tter,  Mr.  CfooE, 
Mr.  Tbubls,  Mr.  Pole,  Mr.  Sooxx,  Mr.  Owxzr, 
Mr.  McEnt,  and  Mr.  Bxest. 
And  then  the  House  acUonmed. 


IfomiAT,  April  8. 

lb.  Tsoiuft  H.  Sill,  a  BepresentatlTe  from 
tbe  State  of  PeniOTlTania,  in  the  place  of  the 
Hon.  Patri4^  Fhtbot,  deoeaeed,  i^peared,  was 
qoalified,  azid  took  bk  seat 

JHplomatio  Addreata. 

The  ftAowingreeoIntioiiff^ered  by  Mr.  Uiora, 
of  Twmoooec^  on  Saturday,  was  taken  tip ; 

"  Jtaotvtd,  That  the  Preddent  of  tbe  TTnited 
States  be  requested  to  commanicate  to  this  Hoase, 
copiee  of  tbe  public  addreaaes  delivered  by  the  Uid- 
I«en  of  the  United  SUtea  to  the  King  of  Bipuu, 
dnoe  the  year  I8I8,  and  abo  ncfa  correspondence 
aa  nay  have  occnrred  IwtweeD  tbe  MbiiaterB  of  tbe 
Vidted  States  and  any  of  tbe  Independent  GoTem- 
aentg  of  ^taniah  America,  relating  to  either  of  said 
addmses ;  or  any  commmiications  from  any  of  our 
JCaMtere  st  Buch  GoTMimieats  to  our  Goremment, 
In  relation  ttiereto.** 

lb.  IsAOEB  said  he  would  briefly  state  the 
reasons  for  desiring  this  call  He  was  not  sore 
that  any  Tery  importaDt  information  would  re- 
snh  from  it;  and  he  coold  assure  gentlemen  he 
did  not  ask  for  these  papers  witli  any  view  of 
Ifaidii^  ftnlt  with  what  had  bem  dime  by  any- 
bo^.  But  the  i^nae  was  abont  entering  npon 
the  ocHuidwation  of  ^e  general  Batdeot  of  onr 
nlatioiis  with  f^win  and  with  the  South  Ameri- 
can Republics;  and  he  thonght  It  was  desirable 
that  as  full  a  view  as  posaible  should  be  obtained 
of  the  whole  gronnd.  With  this  ^ew  it  was 
that  he  had  moved  the  resolution.  It  might  be 
that  some  chan^  had  taken  place,  within  Uiese 
two  years  past,  in  the  views  of  oar  Government 
towwdfl  ^^n«  and  it  might  be  that  the  South 
American  Bepublics  had  noticed  some  change. 
It  ffiuht  also  be  deairable  to  see  and  onderstand 
in  what  light  they  oonsidered  such  apparent 
ditBgOf  and  how  ti»  mltlect  had  been  treated 
hy  our  Ministars  to  tiioae  GoremmentB. 

Ifr.  Fosam  obaerved  that  he  did  not  know 
ti  any  pubho  inoonvenienoe  that  would  result 
from  an  adoption  of  the  lesdation;  and,  even 
if  he  did,  it  wonld  be  a  very  nngradous  task  in 
him  to  OT>poee  it.  He  wii^t,  however,  that 
it  needed  some  little  modification  j  he  wonld 
soggeet  such  modification  to  the  gentlanan  who 
had  moved  it,  but  should  himself  make  no  epe- 
tifie  motioQ  to  effect  it 

The  resolatioD,  said  he,  calls  for  the  pnblio 
iddreasea,  deliverad  by  our  Hinisters  to  certain 
fcnign  Ghorernmente.  Now,  strictly  speaking, 
tteia  afB  do  addresses  ddivered  in  public. 
Than  a  IGaiater  goes  to  a  f<»e^  Goremment, 
ke  presente  his  credmtials  to  the  head  of  the 
Gommneat^  aeoonvanied  by  a  ^eeoh,  if  he 


[H.  o»  R. 

thinks  proper— but  this  latter  is  discretionary. 
This,  howevK-,  is  not  strictly  a  public  address. 
T^enever,  afterwards,  any  mterchange  of  let- 
ters becomes  neoeeaary,  an  audience  is  demand- 
ed of  the  Minister  for  tne  purpose  of  presenting 
the  letters^  &o.    There  is  one  other  occasion 
wh«a  a  IDnister  has  tbe  right  to  present  tea  ad- 
dress.   If  he  thinks  that  the  MiniBter  of  the 
Government  who  holds  dipltHnatio  interoonsse 
with  htm  is  actuated  by  an  nnfriendly  dlspod- 
tion,  and  manifests  It  by  unfair  and  improper 
treatment,  he  may  demand  an  atidience,  and 
make  his  appeal  to  the  head  of  the  Government. 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  this  has  ever  been 
done  by  any  Umister  of  this  GovenimenL  If 
I  uuderstand  the  object  of  the  gentleman's  rea* 
olution,  it  is  to  get  copies  of  tbe  addresses  deliv- 
ered by  oar  Ministers  to  8p^  dEo.,  wLen  they 
presented  their  credentials,  or  were  about  to 
wave  the  oonntry,  and  I  suggest  to  him  so  to 
modify  the  resolntion  as  to  embrace  his  oUeot 
more  distinetly.   I  beg  leave  to  sv^  a  word  on 
tbe  subject  <n  these  addresses,    u  any  judg- 
ment no&voraUe  to  oar  present  Minister  to 
Spain  has  been  formed  from  any  thing  that  has 
appeared  in  the  newspapers,  as  his  ad£«8S  to  the 
SpaulBb  court,  great  Itn'nstioe  has  been  done  to 
him.    The  first  knowledge  possessed  here  of 
that  address,  is  from  a  translation  of  it,  as  it  ap- 
peared in  tbe  Gazette  of  Madrid.   That  print  is 
tinder  the  absolute  control  of  the  Court.  Tbe 
translation  of  the  address  has  no  doubt  been 
prepared  for  that  paper  in  order  to  produce  an 
effect  in  Spain.   I  happen  to  know  the  fidelity 
of  the  trawlations  made  for  that  papw.  The 
expressions  which  are  thought  to  be  of  a  ikvw- 
able  kind  for  the  Gtovemment,  are  made  as 
strong  as  possible.   Mr.  T.  here  referred  to  a 
Message  of  the  late  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  to  Oongress,  which  he  said  was  translated 
BO  fiilsely,  that  he  was  very  sure,  oould  tbe  Presi- 
dent have  read  it  in  tbe  Madrid  Gazette,  he 
would  not  have  known  his  own  language.  I 
had  some  idea  of  complaining  of  this,  said  Mr. 
F.— (he  was  at  the  time  our  Minister  to  Spain) 
— but  I  knew  it  would  do  no  good.  Every  paper 
fur  the  Madrid  Gazette  is  prepared  under  the 
eye  of  tbe  Govraiunent,  witn  a  view  to  produo- 
iuK  an  efibot 

Mr.  IsAOXs  siguified  his  aooeptanoe  oi  tha 
modification  proposed  b^  Vx.  FoasTTH. 

Mr.  Webstbb  said  this  was  a  small  business. 
If  any  call  oi  this  kind  was  to  be  made  at  all,  he 
was  hi  favor  of  going  for  the  whole.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Georgia  says  that  8pee<^e8  are 
made  on  presenting  credentials  ^  a  foreign 
court,  and  on  taking  leave.  These  are  compli- 
mentary, of  course;  they  are  conadered  as 
hardly  official^  and  he  believed  were  viewed  as 
but  of  little  importance  at  any  time.  In  the 
same  way,  addresses  of  oongratnlation  and  of 
condolence  were  made,  but  they  were  mere 
matters  of  oranpliment.  As,  thereforsL  tiiMtt 
seemed  to  bono  oearinft  in  the  papers  asked  fw 
by  the  resolution^  on  any  snlject  likely  to  come 
boToFe  the  House,  though  the  task  of  oppodng 
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the  oall  mi^tbe  tome  what  inTi^oti8,he  tboof  ^t 
the  nHK^ntion  oasht  not  to  pasB.  Why  was 
ihisoalliogobackiiofiirtherthanlSlSt  Why 

not  sweep  Uie  foreign  offices  dean  at  once! 
"Why  do  we  want  the  addresses  at  taking  leave  1 
If  the  resolatioD  mast  go  to  the  PresideDt,  let  it 
at  least  go  in  its  oHginal  form,  calling  only  for 
tiiose  detivered  on  presentation.  He  thonght 
th9  ioqtiirr  not  wortn  porsainf^  and,  nnder  that 
Impresnon,  wonld  move  to  lay  the  resolntion  on 
ihe  table. 

The  qnestion  heing  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wkbsisb  prevailed — ayes  76,  noea  67. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  <ai  the 
table. 

Miition  to  Paaiama. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Hr.  Ststketbon,  of  Va.,  in  the  chair,  od 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
feired  the  Meas^  of  the  Fl^ident  in  relation 
to  the  Misraon  to  Panama;  which  report  oon- 
dndes  with  the  following  resoloUon : 

"  Reiolved,  That,  in  the  oirioion  of  the  House,  it 
Is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  flmda  neceanry  to 
mable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  send 
Xtnisten  to  the  Congresa  of  ^nama." 

Mr.  HoLabs,  of  Del.,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  pre&oed  by  remarking  that  he 
preferred  def^ring  tiie  delivering  of  Us  views 
tn  Bopport  of  the  amendment  to  another  time. 
He  did  not  ofSer  it  with  any  view  of  embarrass- 
ing the  general  aat^Ject  bat  from  a  sense  of  the 
daty  he  owed  to  himself^  and  to  those  who  sent 
'  him  here.  He  wished  that,  before  he  was  oall- 
ed  to  express  his  sentiments,  the  committee 
would  so  far  indulge  him  as  to  allow  the  amend- 
ment to  be  printed:  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
wonld  rise  for  that  pnrpoee. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Hr.  KcLabb,  is 
as  follows: 

**It  being  understood  as  the  opinion  of  tliis 
Honse,  that,  as  it  has  always  been  the  settled  policy 
of  this  Oovemment,  in  extending  our  ooounercial 
relations  with  foreign  natloQB)  to  have  wltii  them  as 
Kttle  poUtical  eonnection  as  posdble ;  to  preserve 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendslUp,  with  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entasgUng  alliances  with  none ;  the 
Hioisters  who  may  be  seat  sliaU  attend  at  the  said 
Congress  in  a  diplomatio  character  merely ;  and 
ought  not  to  be  autborixed  to  dlscius,  condder,  or 
consult,  npon  any  propontion  of  sIHanoe,  offbndre 
or  defensive,  between  this  country  and  any  of  the 
South  Ameiiesn  OoTemments,  or  any  stipulation, 
oompaot,  or  declaration,  binding  the  United  States 
bi  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  interference 
from  abroad  with  the  domeetie  concerns  of  the 
aforeswd  Governments,  or  any  measure  wUch  sbdl 
commit  the  present  or  fhture  neutral  rights  or  da- 
ties  of  these  United  States,  either  as  may  regard 
Snropeaa  nations,  or  between  the  several  States  of 
Xexloo  and  Sonlh  Anwrica.** 

Ur.  OaowHiNsaiBiD  ezimeflaed  his  assent  to 
this  arrangem«it,  thoo^  o[^KMed  to  the  amwd- 
uent. 

Kr.  Fosatxa  acdd  he  vaa  vary  dadroiii  of 
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oomips  to  some  understanding  with  the  gentle- 
man who  had  moved  this  amendment,  so  that 
he  mij^t,  wilhoQt  anbanairing  1^  pnaent,  at 

the  same  time,  to  the  oommittee,  anouwr 
amendment,  wfaleh  he  had  prepared,  and  whioh 
better  met  his  views ;  bnt  he  was  very  loth  to 
offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the  gentleman** 
amendment,  yet  did  not  know  how  dse  to  get 
it  before  the  otHnmittee  owriatentfy  with  tna 
rriles  of  the  Honse. 

The  Obi^rman  decided  that  it  oonld  not  oome 
before  the  oommiteee  in  any  other  form. 

Mr,  FoBBTTH  then  read  hb  reacdntion  aa 
lows,  and  gave  notice  tha^  in  oaae  that  of  Mr, 
IMiASx  ahoold  not  prevail  he  wonld  oA^  hi*. 

"  That,  la  the  opinion  of  the  House,  H  is 
ent  to  make  an  appropriation,  to  endt^  the  Presi- 
deDt ^  send  M iniMers  to  be  present  at,  but  not  to 
become  memberB  of^  the  Congress  of  the  Americui 
States  at  Panama ;  it  being  distinctly  understood 
that  the  asid  Ministers  are  to  be  authorized  merely 
to  e^>ress  to  that  Omgreas  the  deep  interest  w 
this  country  In  the  saoniity  and  pranterity  of  the 
other  American  States;  to  explain,  if  reqnestedv 
the  princti^es  which  govern  the  United  States  in 
their  political  and  commerdal  interconrse  with  all 
foreign  nations;  to  rec^ve  and  to  remit  to  their 
own  Government  any  propoution  that  the  whole  or 
any  one  of  the  powers  represented  in  Coogresa  may 
think  proper  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Oovemment  of  the  United  Sutes.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HoLAm,  the  committee 
then  roB&  and  the  House  ordered  both  the  res- 
olntdona  for  amendment  to  be  printed. 

PeMteaiiary  for  J)ittriei  of  f^Ium&ia. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mf.  Thomboit, 
of  Pennsylvania,  took  up,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a 
Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  An 
amendment  was  proposed  to  the  bill  by  Mr. 
TaoMsov,  to  strike  out  the  whole  <^  titie  original 
bill,  and  insert  a  new  one.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and,  after  some  oonvcnatioii,  tin  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  tiiird  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  farther  r^julj^ 
Ing  the  aooonntabiUty  of  public  officers,  next 
underwent  some  discussion  in  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  where  it  was  supported  by  Meesra. 
Hamilton  and  Tattnjujl  It  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Cast,  on  the  ground  of  its  going  to  enlarge 
the  patronage  of  the  Executive,  and  increase, 
instead  of  economize,  the  public  expenditure. 
He  fiiUed,  howerar,  In  soooes^ve  motions,  to 
amend  the  UH,  and  to  lay  it  on  tlw  taUe ;  and 
the  UU  was  wdered  to  be  read  a  third  tim* 
to-morrow. 

The  Honse  a4K>^imed. 


TnxBDAT,  April  4. 
The  reaolntion  offered  some  days  since  by 
Hx.  MxBout,  oalUog  for  information  in  relati<xt 
to  the  cargoes  of  uie  slave  ships  Oonatitntim, 
Louisa,  and  Marina  tlie  disooauim  of  whIoh 
was  am*ted  yesterday  by  the  Spun^  on  ao- 
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ooaiit<rfUie  time  for  the  oomUentknitf  rwo- 
latiom  bnrtageqi^red,  oiDM  lip  as  the  muMahed 

Od  tb»  resolotion  the  debate  waa  fiuiher  otm- 
tinoed  bjr  Meaan.  Uxboxb,  Whit^  and  Fpbbtth. 
Hr.  Whits  offimd  a  sli^t  atDendmenl|  which 
was  aooeptei  bj  Mr.  MMcm  as  a  mottfication 
d  faia  motioii;  and,  after  some  ezplanations  by 
Mr.  FoBflTTH,  and  obserrationa  in  complete  ez- 
ealptttion  of  the  oharaoter  oi  Tate,  the 

oiteetion  waa  taken  on  the  resohition,  aa  modi- 
fied, in  the  followii^  form : 

Sttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
Arected  to  conunniiicate  to  this  House,  such  por- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  Jndire  of  the  Superior 
Coait  of  Weet  TkRida,  acting  as  Commisdooer  on- 
der  the  ninth  artUa  of  the  treaty  of  S3d  Febniary, 
181V,  B8  reUrtea  to  the  rights  of  ewtido  persons 
AeteiB  named  to  the  cargoes  of  the  riare  Tessels, 
Ganstittstkm,  Louisa,  and  Marino;  and  that  he 
also  oommniiicate  the  amoont  of  the  seTeral  aanu 
ol  money,  if  any,  paid  to  the  said  claimants  re- 
nectively ;  <he  dates  of  the  payment,  and  the  au- 
thority tmder  which  they  have  been  made. 

Thns  mo^ed,  the  reeolnticm  vas  agreed  to. 
Mr.  DBxnoH  moved  the  foUowing : 

Betohei,  That  the  constitndon  be  so  amended, 
that,  if  no  candidate  for  the  Freridency  of  the 
United  States  shall  recdve  a  majority  of  the  whole 
Bomber  of  TOtes  in  the  primary  colleges  of  electors, 
that  the  can^date  hafing  the  two  highest  nambers 
«B  the  list,  shall  again  be  Toted  for  in  the  same 
manner  as  at  the  first  ballot ;  the  Totes  at  the 
aeeond  ballot  to  be  counted  by  States;  and  that 
the  election  for  the  Vice  Preddency  of  the  United 
States  shall,  under  the  same  drenmstances,  mntatia 
■Btandia,  be  cmdoeted  in  the  same  manner,  and 
be  r^nlated  by  the  same  prindples. 

Rneimed,  That  no  one  who  was  an  elector  of  the 
Ftaident  and  Vice  Frerident  in  the  primary  col^ 
leges,  rinll  be  eli|^ble  aa  an  elector  at  the  second 
deetion. 

These  reaohitioDB  were  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  twenty^nr,  tm  the  general  sub- 
ject. 

The  following  jmnt  resolotion  from  the  Sen- 
ate was  twice  r^d,  and^  on  motion  of  Hr.  Ooos, 
of  Illinois,  was  referred  to  the  Oomroittee  of  the 
Whole  aa  the  state  of  the  Union— Ayes  62, 

tnnfOt  OmUdStatMtfJmmriMiiiCongrtuat- 
■saUU;  tmo-MrA  ^  ftoM  Bmm»  tomevmt^,  that 
tftt  (Winring  amenu&ent  to  the  Constitndon  of  the 
rated  Statea  be  imposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
tkc  BSTenl  States ;  and  which,  when  ratified  b;  the 
Lmriatoree  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  ^lul  be 
TC&d,  to  all  intents  and  porposea,  aa  part  of  the  s^d 
wstlluHon.* 

**Ko  person  who  diall  haTs  beMi  deeted  to  the 
eflea  el  Preddant  of  the  U^tad  Btates  a  seooiid 
dM,  shaO  agahs  be  eligible  to  that  oOce." 

Mimotk  to  Panama. 
The  Hooee  then  went  into  Oomndttee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  SnrxHaoK,  of  Tirginia,  in  the 
dwi^oa  the  wgwl  of  the  Oommittae  gf  Fw> 
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eign  Belstkns  on  the  Mnsege  of  the  President 

(tf  tin  Uidted  States,  wopoong  to  aend  Minle- 
tera  to  Pananu ;  whieo  repbrt  condndea  wUli  t 

recommendation  (tf  the  foUowing  resolve^  vir : 

*'^IUMixtdy  That, in  the  oidmonof  tbeHonse,It  is 
expedient  to  appropriate  the  funds  necessary  to 
enable  the  President  of  theTnited  States  to  send 
Mbdstora  to  the  Congress  of  Panama"— 

And  the  ameDdmentoffiffedbj  Mr.  IbiLas^ 
of  DelawarcL  yesterday,  b^ng  nnder  eonrndm- 
tion,  in  the  lollowing  w(»ds : 

"It  being  nndeittood,  as  the  oidalMi  <tf  tUi 
House,  that,  aa  it  has  always  been  the  settled  poVor 
of  this  OoTemment,  In  ezten^g  our  eommerdju 
relations  with  foreign  nations,  to  bare  with  them  as 
little  political  coDnectioD  as  possible ;  to  iH^serre 
peace,  commerce,  and  fliendship,  with  all  nations, 
and  to  form  entangling  alliances  with'  none ;  the 
M inisten  who  may  be  sent  shall  attend  at  thesidd 
Congress  in  a  d[domatle  oharaoter  merely;  and 
ought  not  to  be  authorised  to  discuss,  consider,  or 
consult  upon  any  proposition  of  alliance,  offensive 
or  defendTe,  between  this  country  and  any  of  the 
South  American  OoTcmments ;  or  anr  stipulation, 
compact,  or  declaration,  binding  the  united  Statea 
in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  rerist  Intarftraiee 
from  abroad,  with  the  donMstio  concerns  of  the 
aforesaid  Qoremments;  or  any  measure  whieh 
sliall  commit  the  present  or  future  neutral  rightaor 
duties  of  these  U^ted  States,  dther  as  mH  regard 
European  nations  or  betwera  the  several  States  of 
Mexico  and  Sooth  America." 

Mr.  UcLain.  presoming  that  the  amendment 
he  had  offered  yeetwdur  was  atill  within  hb 
control,  desired  to  moduy  it,  bj  adding  to  It 
the  foltowing : 

**Leai4ng  the  United  States  free  to  adopt,  in  any 
ereut  which  may  happen,  affecting  the  relations  (MT 
the  Soutii  American  Governments  with  each  other, 
or  with  for^gn  nations,  snob  measures  as  the 
friendly  disposition  cherished  by  tlie  American  peo- 
irie,  towards  the  people  of  those  Sutes,  and  the 
honor  and  interests  <n  this  natim,  may  dictate.** 

Id  sabmitting  this  reecdatioii,  Mr.  lb>Lan 
s^d  he  had  been  actnated  by  a  tense  of  the  dn^ 
he  owed  to  binuelf  and  to  those  who  had  hon- 
ored him  with  a  seat  on  this  floor.  He  bad  en- 
deavored, in  wording  the  resolation,  to  «n- 
brace  all  those  principles  which  had  oharaoter- 
ized  the  policy  of  the  United  States  from  oor 
earliest  history ;  ^nd  his  great  ol^eot  in  offbring 
it,  was  to  preserve  that  policy  unimpaired.  He 
had  fonnded  the  resolonon  on  principle  wholly. 
He  was  Indifferent  what  was  the  phraseology 
employed,  and  was  ready  to  submit  to  any  mod- 
ification wbichnoidiit  be  proposed,  piwrided  it 
did  not  impair  the  force  and  Tirtoe  (mT  ihe  reeo- 
lotion  in  the  preserraUon  of  the  principles  It 
contained. 

The  measure  to  which  it  related,  was  one  of 
great  importance,  and  waa  wholly  novel  and 
onpreoedented.  The  manner  in  which  It  had 
been  at  first  presented,  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  nnoe  oondooted,  and  in  which  this 
Honae  had  now  been  oalled  to  deliberate  upon 
i^  all  went  to  ahow  that  it  waa  novel  in  ite 
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ohsraoter.  Hedid  notirishtobeanclmtoodto 
aaj  that  it  was  therefore  improper  or  inexpedi- 
ent; bat  it  was  Oertainlj  novel,  and  it  was 
therefore  the  doty  of  the  Hoose  to  ponder  It 
well.  He  coDsidered  it  as  a  snbjeot  on  which 
the  House  oonld  not  be  left  too  free  in  its  delib- 
erations ;  DO  extraneous  infiuenoe  of  an;  kind 
ought  to  be  brooght  to  bear  on  its  disooBsioD. 
Be  did  not  think  that  tlie  aonroe  from  whence 
it  proceeded  oog^t  to  bave  tiie  amaUeet  infla- 
enoe;  with  hva  it  had  none:  it  neither 
wealed  the  ibrce  of  the  ocmnderattons  In- 
TOlved  in  the  measnre  itwl^  nor  did  it  in  the 
least  strengthen  them.  He  professed  to  feel, 
and  he  did  feel,  all  proper  respeot  to  the  flino- 
tionaries  of  the  GoTsmment — all  that  it  became 
him  to  feel  as  a  member  of  this  Honse :  he  did 
not  profess  more,  nor  did  he  feel  any  more.  He 
thought  it  very  injodicions  to  connect  with  this 
delitnration  any  inflnenoe  of  an  extrinsic  kind. 
Every  proposed  measure  of  the  GoTemment 
ahould  be  left  to  stand  on  its  own  basis.  If  the 
preaent  measnre  was  to  be  considered  on  aooonnt 
ftf  th«  wmroe  fnm  whbsh  it  proceeded,  that 
aonroe  ihoald  have  had  the  triuue  reapooribility. 
Bnt  when  the  Execntive  throws  it  oi^  and  sab- 
mits  Hho  measure  to  this  Honse,  it  comes  here 
f^  from  all  oonneotion  with  tliac  inflnenoe. 
The  members  of  Uie  Honse  are  called  to  deliber- 
ate on  it,  on  their  own  responsibility.  Tlie  con- 
stitQtional  responsibility  pertains  alone  to  the 
ExecDttve  Department.  None  other  has  to  do 
with  it  as  a  pnblio  measure.  If  it  had  origi- 
nated in  the  Execntive  Department,  and  been 
carried  on  by  it  alone,  whatevw  coQseqnences 
of  good  or  evil  might  flow  from  it,  the  entire 
amoont  oS  nqtonnbili^  would  devolve  <n  the 
Xzesative  alfHM.  I^  in  thisoaa&theExeonlave 
bad  aasnmed  this  legitimate  and  oMuIitatioDal 
responmbllitT-^  the  PreridMit,  after  the  Senate 
had  approved  of  this  mission,  had  oome  to  this 
Honse  and  asked  rimply  for  an  qrpropriation, 
Ifr.  HoL.  wonld  have  been  willing  to  grant  it 
with  fewer  scmples  than  he  now  felt ;  beoanse, 
then  the  President  wonld  have  had  the  whole 
responsibility.  Bnt  the  Execntive  had,  he 
would  not  say  shnnned  the  responsibility,  bnt 
had  not  assnmed  thcf  whole  eonstitntioDal  re- 
^mnribility  which  belonged  to  him.  He  does 
in  snbstance  say,  that  althongh  in  his  jnd^ent, 
it  was  propw  tiiat  IGnistera  i^oald>be  sent  and 
dKnld  attend  Ala  Oongress,  yet  he  will  not 
aendtbem  nnlentlus  House  expreasea  its  ^pro- 
bation oi  the  measnre,  nnless  we  are  wilUog  to 
■hare  the  re^onnbili^,  and  shall  say  it  is  right 
tiiat  it  dioala  be  done.  By  ohodnog  this  oonrse, 
the  Prerident  submits  the  measure  to  the  free 
determination  of  Congress.  He  says  he  oannot 
send  these  Ifinisters  without  onr  approbation, 
and  he  therefore  eabmits  the  plan  to  onr  free 
deliberation.  I  say  I  do  not  oensore  this  coarse, 
and  I  am  vory  sinoere  in  so  saying;  there  is 
mnoh  in  the  novelty  and  peculiar  <£araoter  of 
this  measnre,  which  may  make  it  prodent  in  the 
Exeeative  to  ohooae  snob  a  oonrse ;  bnt,  when 
I  Mj  thii|  it  ianaTertholeBi  tnis^  that  the  meaa- 
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ore  is  sabmitted  to  os,  and  that  we  most  ex- 
press an  opinion  upon  it  We  oannot  reoom- 
mend  the  measnre  without  being  a  party  to  it. 
The  Freudent  asks  us  not  only  for  money,  but 
for  our  opinion  also.  If  he  had  asked  for  money 
only,  lewoold  give  it  with  leas  heaitstion,  hot 
he  asks^he  House  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of 
the  measure.  His  request  is  submitted  to  tho 
Oonnnittee  of  Foreign  AAirs^  who,  after  fall 
inveatigation,  reotmunend  areauntion,  express- 
ing the  opinion  c£  this  Hooae  in  ftvor  at  tb» 
enediency  of  the  miadcm. 

If  I  have  not  entirely  mistaken  tbis  i^eoti 
I  think  the  Htma  has  arrived  in  whi<di  this  Honaa 
is  called  upon  to  express  an  oi^nion  upon  some 
of  the  topics  connected  with  this  mission.  It 
is  due  to  ourselves ;  it  is  due  to  the  Preddent ; 
it  is  doe  to  the  country,  that  we  should  express 
an  opinion.  Things  which  are  now  floating  ia 
the  imaginations  of  gentlemen;  which  serve 
to  beget  various  political  speculations ;  to  mia- 
lead  onr  functionaries  abroad ;  to  deoorato  their 
atguments,  or  make  a  figure  in  their  diptomatio 
oommnidoations,  are  likelT  sotm  to  beoome  no 
unsubstantial  pageant  u  is  time  tb^  wera 
bronght  to  some  definite  form — that  they  were 
brought  down  to  our  jodgmenta;  thatwenuir 
see  what  they  are,  and  dcnl  with  them  as  tbey 
deserve.  Ever  since  the  memorable  Kessagettf 
the  late  President  Monroe,  we  have  seen  the 
misGonstrnotions  to  which  certain  parts  (rf'that 
Message  have  been  exposed ;  we  have  seen,  too, 
the  consequences  to  which  they  have  led. 
Those  expressions  have  been  seized  upon  and 
cherished  by  our  public  functionaries;  and  now 
we  assail  than  for  proceeding  on  the  ground  of 
that  language,  though  we  have  done  notbbw 
to  disavow  it  IV  we  tUsamroved  the  senb- 
ment,  or  did  not  intend  to  adic^t  it,  we  oo^t  to 
have  acted  before.  We  onght  to  Iiave  sud  ao 
when  the  Message  was  delivered. 

Mr.  OhairDoan,.  I  oannot  reooncile  myself  to 
the  explanation  which  is  g^ven  in  oonversation, 
and  in  the  language  <Mr  debate,  in  another  quarter, 
respecting  thu  Message.  It  will  not  do  to  treat 
it  as  a  pledge  from  ourselves  to  ourselves,  or  as 
designed  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opin- 
ion of  this  nation  into  the  oaose  of  these  Qov- 
emraents.  Nor  can  it  be  oonsidered  as  having 
performed  its  office,  because  for^gn  ioterfer- 
enoe  has  not  hitherto  been  made.  Itw  efikaoy  ia 
to  be  tested  when  the  danger  comes ;  and  if  it 
prove  unreal,  then  It  wiU  be  any  thing  batmoraL 
What,  then,  does  its  language  mean  I  Whatdoea 
it  give  out  ?  Is  it  a  declaration  in  t«rrorem  onlj 
— to  be  good  if  others  are  alarmed  at  its  sound, 
and  good  for  nothing  if  they  have  the  lemeritx 
to  disregard  it  f  Is  it  aim^y  a  vaporing  1  Or 
does  it  contain  substance  9  We  say  we  will  not 
look  with  indiffereooe  on  oerUUn  attempts  of  the 

¥}wers  of  Europe  in  respect  to  South  America, 
he  snbstance  of  this  declaration  evidentiy  is,  thai 
we  are  prepared  to  resist  any  such  attempt  This 
is  either  the  holding  out  a  threat  with  the  hope 
that  that  threat  wonld  be  sufficient,  or  it  means 
that  we  intend  to  execute  the  threli^  when  tb* 
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ttoM  for  encnting  it  shall  atriTe.  bthiswhatis 
neantf  B'itlsnot.thethrestriioaldiiotbemade; 
or  if  made,  shomd  not  be  reoopaiaed.  Sap- 
^orfne  the  criids  Bhoald  arrive,  and  this  dedara- 
tHm  ahould  be  nndentood  aa  meaoing  re^st- 
aiwe:  What  can  we  aaswerf  Oan  we  tell 
these  powers,  that  we  meant  only  to  take  a 
moral  attitude  ?  That  the  expreaston  of  the 
Preddent  was  merely  a  deolaratbn  of  onr  ab- 
•tnot  opinkmsl  That  it  waa  made  without 
any  inteiidon  ever  to  carry  it  into  effect  t  Sir, 
I  im  nnwilling  to  plaoe  myself  or  my  oonntry 
In  that  attitn^ 

But  tbe  oneslion  now  ammes  a  graver 
diaraoter.  The  remstanoe  implied  in  that 
threat,  is  now  to  be  a  matter  of  formal  and 
paUio  djscoflBion.  It  is  to  be  disooued  at 
Panama.  And  we  are  oaDed  oo  to  rive  an 
cifninoa  in  relatirai  to  the  expediency  of  disoosft- 
ing  it  there.  Here  is  wh«re  the  snbjeot  presses 
on  me.  If  we  were  left  afloat,  it  wonld  be 
another  thinj; :  bat  we  are  eiUled  to  act  We 
cannot  avi^  it  if  we  woold.  Ooald  this 
Bouse,  or  wonld  it,  avoid  expressing  an  opinion 
npon  this  topic,  if  it  were  sow  mbmitted  for 
our  legislative  action — if  wa  ware  called  on  to 
enaito  tfae  ExeondTe  to  cany  it  Into  eflbcti 
Cartainly  it  oonld  not  It  is  true  tiie  anltfeot  is 
not  now  broo^t  Jken  fiv  a  deddon;  hot  it  la 
earried  to  iwomo,  and  we  are  to  send  Kinie- 
ten  then  for  tiie  express  porpose  of  disoossing, 
arranging,  and  rednoiog  it  to  some  definite 
sdpalatioD.  It  becomes  the  dnty  of  the  Hoose 
to  ctmnder  well  snch  a  posture  of  thin^  t 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  Oongress  at  Panama, 
the  view  I  propose  at  present  to  take  of  the 
general  subject,  in  explanation  of  my  amend- 
ment, relieves  me  fnnn  the  necessity  of  any 
very  minute  conrideration  of  it,  and  1  have  no 
deeire  to  tronUe  the  Hoose  with  any  onneoes- 

Siemavfa.  I  nnist  be  permitted  to  sav, 
I  am  dnoen  In  the  dedaratiMij)  that  I  do 
not  oonenr  with  the  Oommittee  of  Fcneign  Be- 
latiMis  in  their  view  of  this  Oraamss.  I  do 
not  mean  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  were  by  our 
Ministers,  bat  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  par- 
ties tbemaelves  in  tiiis  Oongress.  I  tiave  no 
idea  that  it  is  to  a  mere  diplomatic  meetiiu 
m  regarda  the  South  American  States.  I  tibink 
that  the  ddiberations  there  are  intended  to  be 
binding  on  the  parties,  without  any  revimon  of 
its  dacisituis,  by  tlieir  resptective  Governmenta. 
J!  Bsk,  bow  ^d  Uiat  Oongress  at  first  originate? 
The  Booth  American  States  agreed  upon  it  by 
treatiea  between  eat^  other — it  is  in  ^ose 
tnatf  oa  that  the  powers  ot  tibia  OoDgresa  are  to 
be  firand-HUid  when  we  onunlt  the  treaties, 
we  find  that  Ha  Congress  ia  the  remit  of  a 
"cnnpact  of  nnioQ,  leajgine,  and  oonfbderatiim ; 
it  is  to  be  charged  with  cementing,  in  the  most 
Kdid  and  stable  manner,  the  intimate  relations 
which  onght  to  exist  between  all  and  every 
one  the  contracting  parties ;  It  la  to  serve  as 
a  eoanoii  in  the  great  oonfiicta,  as  a  rtdlyiog 
point  in  tlie  oommon  dangers,  as  a  &ithfiil  in- 
tarpretcr  of  timr  poUie  tnmea  whan  diffi- 


oolties  oooor,  and  aa  aa  umpire  and  oondliator 
in  their  diapntes  and  differences.  All  these 
objects  are  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Gonyrmj 
not  by  the  pariu$  cre^ng  it,  and  it  most  ne* 
oessarily  have  the  power  of  giving  eflfect  to  its 
own  decisions.  Each  party  to  Uie  Oongresa 
must  be  bound  by  Its  acts,  as  they  woold  be 
bound  by  a  treaty;  for  it  is  by  treaty  stdpola- 
tion  they  have  conferred  its  powers.  The  veiy 
rasCTvationa  in  the  treaties  with  respect  to  tiiis 
Oongreai^  ia  oondnrive  lamtf  of  the  Tiew  I 
have  advanoed.  ^Hiat  resarratirai  extends  oolj 
to  their  national  sorerdgnty  over  th^  mmd^^ 
pal  affidra,  and  to  their  rahtlona  with  fanSffL 
natirais,  not  parties  to  the  Confederation,  or 
Oongress.  The  exercise  of  these  is  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  the  Oongress ;  but  with  this  e^ 
oeption,  there  is  no  limitation  ap<m  its  powers ; 
as  to  all  othw  matters,  its  acts  most  be  recog- 
nized as  binding;  and  suppose  oor  Uinistera 
should  condode  a  treaty  with  any  of  the  South 
American  States  at  this  Oongress,  and  any  diffi- 
onlty  shoold  aitervrards  arise  as  to  its  interpre- 
tation, who  are  to  be  the  arbiters  of  iim  dts- 
pnte  t   The  Oongress  at  Panama. 

None  win  deny  that  the  settled  pciiqr  of  tUi 
country  has  been  not  only  pacific  and  neutral, 
but  has  been  to  avddf  as  &r  as  poaaiUe,  ail  par- 
tidpatlon  in  tiw  oonoems  (tf  ouier  powers,  all 
political  connections  and  entangling  allianee& 
and  associations  not  necessary  for  oommeroial 
purposes.  It  is  for  the  interest  and  happiness 
of  the  pMpU  that  such  a  policy  should  prevul, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qitwnuneint  to  make  it 
prevail  It  is  the  duty  of  a  wise  Ctovemmmt 
to  consult  tlie  true  and  permanent  interest  oi 
the  nation  over  which  it  .ia  tibe  guardian :  it 
pertains  to  such  a  Government  not  to  act  under, 
but  to  repress  all  puUio  excitement  <tf  this  kind, 
thongh  it  be  in  liie  main  the  excess  of  a  good 
feeUoK,  Public  qrmpaOqrnugr  be  often  aroosed, 
and  we  peoi^e  under  anoh  excitement  will  ea- 
gerly espouse  tiie  cause  of  a  soflbring  nation, 
such  a  orisis,  it  becomes  the  Government  to 
keep  a  steady  course  of  policy,  and  avoid  the 
surrounding  danger.  The  moment  it  oasts  loose 
from  those  moorings  of  fixed  and  steady  prin- 
ciple, we  are  all  afloat  and  liable  to  be  drawn 
about  by  every  gust  of  popular  excitement.  The 
neutrality  of  1798  was  proolumed  by  "tiie 
Father  of  his  Oountiy"  upon  this  principle:  it 
was  an  act  of  the  cool  bat  firm  moderation  of 
the  Oofemmtnt  operating  on  theiwpls;  it  was 
the  basis  of  this  neutraT  poIioyiBna  was  the 
preservation  of  the  countiy.  The  Amerioan 
peo[de  was  infinite^  more  exdted  in  behalf  of 
the  French  Bevolution  than  it  is  now  in  the 
oaoae  al  these  South  American  States ;  and  waa 
such  as  W04ild  have  carried  the  nation  into  a 
war,  bat  for  the  wisdom  and  oooloess  of  the 
Government  The  same  was  the  case  with  re- 
spect to  the  Greek  struggle.  It  was  huled  with 
acclamation  in  every  part  of  thb  coontry,  but 
the  Government  moved  steadily  on  and  kept 
down  the  excess  of  foeling.  The  same  was  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  Sooth  American  States. 
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This  was  sDoOier  oaie  in  'wiMh  the  modantlkM 
of  the  Qorernment  ooonteraoted  and  oontroDed 
the  public  excitement.  Gentlemen  all  reoolleet 
bow  slow  we  were,  how  oaatioBs  and  deliberate 
in  acknowledging  their  independence.  This  care 
and  cantion  was  the  act  of  the  Government,  and 
was  considered  bj  some  as  very  oensorabla.  Bat, 
in  m;  jadgment,  it  was  wise  and  salatary.  80 
in  the  present  case,  it  is  the  doty  <^  the  Govern- 
ment— it  is  the  duty  of  this  Hoose  to  interpose 
and  to  prevent  oar  bting  hurried  into  measarn 
incompatible  with  oar  faadnmental  poliOT.  If 
nentndity  is  our  aetUed  pdky,  tbey  ahonU  have 
reasons  of  the  stroiigeat  and  moat  aatufiwtoiy 
kind,  who  de^  to  ohange  It ;  nod  I  am  oom:> 
pelled  to  say,  all  that  partof  the  Itasage  irtiidi 
Tdates  to  this  sobject  is  nnsatis&ctory  to  me.  I 
cannot  assent  to  its  reasoning.  It  takes  this 
Tsledictory  address  of  the  Father  of  his  Ooontry 
as  the  foundation  of  onr  neutral  policy.  Bat  it 
was  not  BO.  That  policy  was  oonunensarate 
with  the  very  existence  of  the  Government,  or, 
if  not  with  its  existence,  it  ori^nated  at  Irast  as 
early  as  'SS.  That  valedictory  address  did  not 
create  the  policy.  The  policy  existed  abeady. 
It  was  laid  in  the  foandations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  address  only  advised  the  eonntiy  to 
oontinoe  to  adhere  to  it.  The  oUeet  irf  tiie  ad- 
drees,  I  repMt  it,  was  not  to  wigiiiate  bat  to 
oontinoe  this  |>oIicy.  I  think  ita  spirit  has 
e^nally  been  mistaken.  If  I  have  not  greatly 
misandentood  its  import,  It  had  no  rdation  to 
any  partioalar  people  or  particnlw  time,  bnt 
embraced  all  time  and  all  pet^le.  The  great 
otject  it  had  in  view  was  to  keep  ns  ont  of  the 

nrels  of  all  other  natitnu;  to  disconnect  as 
their  dispntea  and  bn^  whoever  and 
-wherever  they  might  be.  Its  opwation  wonid 
be  to  leave  tLe  conntiy  ontramm^ed,  and  to 
prsswe  to  it  the  ritdit  of  free  deliberation  when 
any  orios  should  arise  which  caUed  upon  it  to 
WL  There  may  have  eziited  addittonal  and 
peonUar  motiTea  to  reoonunend  this  piklioy  at 
that  partienlar  time^  and  in  regard  to  Sor^ean 
nations. 

Mr,  WsBSTBB  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
at  present  to  do  man  than  to  state^  in  very 
flaw  words,  what  he  thcm^t  of  this  amendmenL 
When  it  was  moved  bv  toe  honorable  member, 
looking  at  it  as  the  emirt  to  better  a  measnro 
which  the  honorable  member  meant  to  snpport, 
and  not  as  a  mere  operative  in  debate^  be  had 
&lt  a  very  mnowe  oiqMMition-to  agree  to  it  for 
on&  Bnt  it  ^>peared  to  him  impossible  to  do 
ao,  witiuHtt  depwting  teom  i»in<^^de|  as  wdl  as 
weoadMkt.  It  wooldbe,  aahethoagiiL  togive 
uutnMtiou,by  this  Hooae^toafordgn Minister. 
IMnoise  it  as  we  mkbt,  the  snbstance  was,  "we 
wiU  agree  that  the  filnistar  shall  go^  if  we  m» 
be  allowed  to  draw  his  Instmctions."  Hewoidd 
ask  two  qtiestimis:  First  Does  not  the  ctaisti- 
tntion  vest  the  Executive  power  in  the  Freri- 
deott  Second.  Is  not  the  giving  of  instmotions 
to  lUnisten  abroad,  an  exercdse  of  Executive 
power  f  Vhy  should  we  take  this  raqionnbilify 
apoaonrselveal  He  denied  that  the  fteaideiit 


had  devdved,  or  oonld  tferolve^  Us  own  eonstl- 

tational  respondlUU^,  or  ai^  part  of  it,  on  this 
House.  The  Frerident  had  amt  the  sul^  t» 
the  House  for  its  conoorrence,  by  voting  tli* 
necessary  appropriation.  BejostA  this,  the 
House  was  not  called  on  to  act.  We  mi^t 
refase  the  apprc^iriatic«i,  if  we  saw  fit  we 
had  the  power  to  do  so:  but  we  had  not  ^  he 
tiiong^t  pow«r  to  make  our  vote  oonditi<Hial, 
and  to  attaoh  instructions  to  it  There  was  n 
way,  indeed,  in  whidi  this  House  might  ezpresL 
and  often  ou^t  to  express  its  opinion,  in  r^;ard 
to  our  foreign  politics.  That  is,  by  restdution. 
He  agreed,  entirely,  with  the  gentleaao,  thati 
if  the  Hoose  were  of  ofnnion  that  a  wrong 
oourse  was  given  to  onr  fia-dgn  relation^ 
it  ought  to  say  so,  and  to  say  so  by  some  meaa* 
ore  that  should  affoct  the  whole^  and  not  n 
part  of  onr  diplomatic  interconiM.  It  onc^t  tn 
control  all  mtssions,  and  not  one  only.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  ^uisters  at  FWuun* 
should  aot  under  these  restrictions,  whioh  did 
not  equally  apply  to  other  diplomatic  agents: 
for  example^  to  our  Ministers  at  Ookrmbia, 
Mexico,  or  the  other  new  States.  A  resotntion, 
expresnve  of  the  sense  of  the  Honse^  woold^ 
on  tiie  contrary,  lead  to  instmotiras  to  bn 
given  to  them  all-^  resolution,  therefiirei,  was 
tiie  regular  mode  of  proceeding.  We  saw,  for 
instance,  in  looking  at  these  dooaments,  that 
oxir  Government  has  declared  to  some  of  tbe 
Governments  of  Eorope— perhaps  it  has  de- 
clared to  all  the  prindpai  powers— that  we 
could  not  oonsent  to  the  trwufSor  of  Oaba  to 
any  European  power.  "So  doubt  tiie  Executive 
Government  can  maintain  that  ground  only  so 
long  as  it  receives  tiie  i^probation  and  snpport 
of  Congress.  If  Congress  be  of  opinion  that 
this  coarse  of  policy  is  wrong,  then  he  agreed 
it  was  in  the  power,  and  he  thoof^t,  indeed, 
the  datr  of  Ocugresa  to  intHfne,  and  to  ennai 
its  Assent,  if  the  amendmut  now  owed 
I^evailed,  the  dedamtions,  so  distinctly  made 
on  this  point,  could  not  be  repeated,  under  any 
droumstanoes.  at  Fanama.  Bat  they  mighty 
oevwtheless,  be  repeated  snywhere,  and  every- 
where else.  Therefore,  if  we  dissent  from  tUa 
<9i^n,  that  dissent  shoold  be  declared  by  reacH 
Intion ;  and  that  would  ohange  the  whole  ooorse 
of  our  diplomatic  correspondence  on  that  subject, 
in  all  plaoes.  If  any  gentieman  thinks,  there* 
fore^  (and  such  opinions  have  been  expressed,) 
that  we  ought  to  take  no  measure,  under  any 
ciroomstancee,  to  prevent  the  transfsr  of  Oalw 
into  the  hands  of  any  Government,  European  or 
Am«ff<a>iii  let  htm  l»iog  forward  his  reaolntioD 
totiiateflbot  If  it  shall  pass,  it  will  eflbetoaUj 

EsvMt  tiw  repetition  of  such  dedarations  aa 
ve  bem  ma^  Vt.  W.  said  he  would  not 
oontlnae  his  observations,  holding  the  flow,  at 
{Hveent  only  through  the  courtesy  of  the  honor- 
able m«nber  near  him,  from  Virginia.  He 
would  reoai^tulate  (mly  his  otjeotions  to  this 
ammdment  It  was  unprecedented,  nothing  of 
the  kind  having  been  attempted  before.  It 
waa^  in  Ua  opiniuki  anoMwtitotiraal ;  ai  it  wat 
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tddng  Ae  pK^MT  mpiKiidbili^  from  fha  E^|M> 
stiTe,  uid  eurdnng,  oonelrM,  a  povor  whioh, 
fnm.  its  natan,  belongs  to  the  SxeontiTe, 
wad  not  to  ua.  It  waa  presorifaing,  bj  the 
Honaa,  tho  inatmetiona  a  IGniater  alwoed. 
It  waa  nugatory,  aa  it  attaidied  oondittona 
which  m^t  be  oomplied  with,  or  mi^^t 
not.  And  lastly,  if  gentlemen  thoo^t  it  im- 
portant to  tsxpnat  the  aenae  the  Hoose  m 
theae  ralgeota,  or  any  of  tiMm,  th«  regular  and 
anatnnwT  way  waa  by  reaolntteL  Ativeaent, 
it  aaemed  to  lum  that  we  moBt  inaito  the  apmo- 
vnatioa  withoat  conditions^  or  rtism  it,  Tha 
Prcaidant  had  laid  the  oase  before  as.  If  onr 
of  Uie  character  of  Hm  meeting,  or  ita 
led  na  to  withh<^  the  appropriation, 
we  bad  the  power  to  do  00.  If  we  had  not  so 
nmoh  oonfidanoe  in  the  ExeootiTe,  as  to  render 
na  willing  to  trust  to  the  oonatitntional  exercise 
of  the  Executive  power,  we  have  power  to  re- 
fose  the  money.  It  la  a  direct  question  of  aye 
<rno.  If  the Ifinistera to  be  sent  to  Panama 
s^y  not  be  troated  to  aoL  tike  other  Hiniaterg, 
ander  the  instruotiona  of  the  Ezecotive,  they 
oqstit  not  to  go  at  alL 
Mr.  Powell  addreaaod  the  eanrntttQe  to  the 

I  am  in  £Kr<ff,  Xr.  Ohahrman,  of  the  proposed 
niarim ;  and,  ch  conrse,  in  fiivor  o£  the  neoes- 
•sry  apiinqiriations  to  carry  it  into  eflbct ;  and  I 
will  wiefly  state  my  reasons.  When  a  diplo- 
niatie  misuon  haa  been  reeommehded  by  the 
PMaident,  and  has  received  the  aahction  at  the 
Senate,  it  onght,  according  to  my  thecny  of  the 
ooDstitation,  to  be  an  extreme  case,  tiiat  would 
warraot  or  joatif^  tiiis  House  in  raising  means 
to  carry  the  mianon  into  effeot  The  E^resident 
and  Semite  are  charged  with  tiie  treaty-making 
power,  and  tiie  simnntendenoe  of  the  fiwdgn 
nbtiooaftf  UwDum.  They  posBeaa  the  means 
of  aofoiring  all  the  neoessary  information,  and 
duty  tonaiyta  that  they  should  exendee  this 
poww  cf  knowing  the  trae  state  of  oar  forngn 
TBlatUwia.  They  are  the  oonstitntional  Judges  of 
the  poUcy  and  propriety  of  all  foreign  missions. 
K  tiiey  abnse  this  power,  or  ose  it  unwarily, 
the  responsibility  rests  with  them—they  most 
answer  to  the  country.  I  will  not  say  that 
oeeaaions  oould  not  oocor,  where,  under  particu- 
lar orenmstuioee,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  iiua  Hooae— nay,  where  it  might  be  their 
kopwativo  dat^  to  withhold  the  means  of 
canyii^  tHe  pn^wead  miadon  into  effect.  But 
Midt  a  case  oo^t  to  be  palpaUa  and  atriUng. 
Theae  prindplee  have  beat  sanotioned,  without 
mwxp^Uj  within  my  rAtlleotion,  from  the 
ansuuzaticm  ot  the  Ck)vemmait. 

The  Preaodent  has  recommended  a  miadon, 
tad'  nominated  KitUsterB  to  Panama.  The 
Boiate^  after  long  and  mature  deUberaticm,  has 
■anetiooed  the  measure.  They  are  respoorible 
iir  the  nuMore ;  we  areaskedfor  anappropriar 
tioBto  cany  thia  measure  into  effect  Unless 
ve  see  diatiootly  that  the  happiness  or  ^e  peace 
if  the  nation  is  to  be  endangered  by  this  mission, 


for  OS  to  look  through  tbe  wide  range  of  our 
for^gn  relations  minutely,  to  examine  now  such 
a  measure  may  operate  upon  the  complicated 
and  various  relations  we  hcdd  with  other 
nationa,  and  to  pronounce  upcm  its  expediency. 
This  would  be  a  departmv  from  our  consti- 
tutdonal  sphere,  and  assnmiog  respon^ilities 
not  devolved  upon  ua.  It  is  enoufpi  for  ua  to 
inquire  whether  this  measure  h&E&rds  the  peace, 
OF  prost»tee  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
If  we  are  not  satisfied  that  sadh  reeults  are 
probable,  we  ot^t  to  vote  for  &e  appro- 
piiatioo. 

Before  I  proceed  to  eaandne  these  qneetioosi 
I  will  advert  to  the  w^cy  we  have  pursued, 
and  the  feelings  manifested  by  the  people  of 
this  country  in  relation  to  the  South  American 
Bepublics,  from  tiie  oommen cement  of  thdr 
struggle  for  self-government. 

If  the  United  States  were  capable  of  acting 
on  selfish  and  interested  motives  excluaively — 
if  actuated  solely  by  oondderations  of  national 
pre-eminenoB  on  the  American  Oontinent :  it  Is 
evident  onr  wAiw  would  hare  been  to  have 
perpetuated  the  oodonial  state  of  servitnde— the 
moral  and  jx^tioal  degradation  of  Spaidsh 
America  that  ffidsted  prior  to  the  mighty 
struggle  by  which  th^  assumed  a  rank  in  the 
.srale  nations.  In  the  then  state  of  our 
oontanent,  we  presented  the  only  efiUgent 
point  upon  the  political  and  geographic  chart. 
Around  na,  aU  waa  dark,  hopeless,  wretched, 
and  degraded.  The  political  and  moral  horizon 
served  only  to  add  lustre  to  our  brightneaa, 
Hi^pily  for  the  cause  of  liberal  and  enlightened 
principles,  tbe  country  that  gave  them  birth 
mdulf^  no  such  feelings.  We  were  free  and 
happy  ourselves.  We  were  sensible  ot  the 
hlMsiDgs  (tf  onr  wise  uid  benign  Goverament. 
We  were  not  yet  snfBcienth-  politically  hardened 
to  have  become  baa^  sdfian.  We,  at  an  early 
period,  from  the  first  dawning  of  hope,  r^oioea 
m  their  successes,  and  sympathized  in  their 
disasters.  Under  the  infiurace  of  these  honor- 
able and  mi^nanimoua  feelings,  Impelled  by 
public  sentiment,  at  the  first  moment,  oonsistent 
with  justice  to  ourselves  and  good  ffuth  to 
others,  this  Glovemmeut,  in  the  year  1823, 
voted  an  appropriation  of  100,000  dollars  to 
enable  the  President  to  rteoffniee  a  portion  of 
these  States  aa  independent,  by  sending  Ministeia 
to  them. 

We  stood  foremost  as  it  became  as  to  do,  In 
reoogitiiing  them,  hi  despite  of  the  an^Urowna 
and  threeSening  intimations  of  Spam. 
more,  we  did  this  in  the  very  teeth,  and  m 
direct  oppodti(m  to  the  policy,  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  of  Enrope.  The  act  was  worthy  the 
Government,  and  in  strict  accordance  witii  its 
profesdons  and  avowed  pcdiey. 

Are  we  prepared,  in  the  fiue  of  the  world, 
to  admit  that  this  magnanimous  act  was  tbe 
result  of  transient  feeling  and  fleeting  enthun- 
asm  t  or  are  we  determined  to  assert  it  as  an 
act  of  wisdom,  Justice,  and  philantbropy !  We 


itisoardii^  to  votafor  the  meana.  It  la  n(^lb«ve  hitherto  ocoiddered  it  a  suttJect  of  honest 
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pride,  ibai  we  led  the  mgr,  and  marked  the 
road,  to  the  eztensioD  of  libenl  and  enlightened 
principles.  We  have  believed  tiiat  we  had 
given  the  first  great  impnlse  to  the  prinoiple  of 
■elf-govemment,  as  belonging  to  enlightened  man. 

Bnt  it  may  be  said,  that  topios  are  to  be  there 
discussed^  and  sobjects  to  be  proposed^r  nego- 
tiation, that  mar  endanger  the  peace  and  com- 
promit  the  high  interests  of  toe  nation.  It 
strikes  me,  Kr.  Ohairmai^  as  a  novel  doctrine 
in  diplomaQj* — that  a  natuoi  is  to  abstain  fnnn 
oe^tiating  tor  the  aeonrily  and  advaDoraaoit 
ct  iti  interesti,  beoanse  satjeots  maj  be  dis- 
enseed,  and  measures  proposed  for  adration,  in- 
oonnstent  with  nentral  relations,  ana  snbver- 
■tve  of  its  utterestE.  Did  the  United  States  vio- 
late its  nentrality  in  the  year  1798,  by  the  sub- 
Jeots  discossed  and  the  proposal  made  in  onr 
Q>eoial  message  to  France— the  history  of  which 
znisfflon  is  familiar  to  every  gentleman  on  this 
floor  I  Should  we  have  vicuated  onr  nentral 
relations,  daring  the  late  European  wars,  by 
any  proposition  made  to  this  Government,  or 
to  its  envoys  alntiad,  to  take  part  in  Uie  war, 
and  the  disotuiion  of  such  proposition,  resnlting 
In  ita  rejeotion  t  I  preanme  uds  will  hardly  be 
oontended.  It  is  not  the  propondrau  made  w 
discnssed  between  Iffinisters,  that  violate  nen- 
tral rations ;  it  is  the  result  of  snch  disons- 
rioBS  alone,  that  can  hare  that  effect  If  we' 
have  le^timate  objects  to  attain,  by  a  misrion 
to  Panama,  we  neither  endanger  oar  peace, 
labvert  onr  interests,  nor  violate  onr  nenbalily. 

Is  not  this  mission  demanded  by  high  and  im- 
portant considerations,  bearing  directly  upon  the 
qiecial  interests  of  the  Union  t  In  my  hnmble 
ojpinion,  it  would  have  been  a  criminal  derelio- 
boa  of  daty,  on  the  part  of  the  Ezecntive,  to 
have  declined  the  murion.  I  will  proceea  to 

E resent  some  of  theot^jeota  ot  deep  Interest, 
Lvitmg  the  vigilant  attenti<m  oi  thli  Govern- 
ment, connected  with  the  Oongress  at  Panama. 
These  Soathem  RepnUics  having  a  popolation 
<tf  thlr^  millions,  abonnding  in  all  the  means 
and  resooroes  of  power — ^Mexico  aWe  covering 
npon  the  map  almost  as  mnch  space  as  the 
United  States,  and  bordering  npon  oar  soathem 
frontier — are  boand  together  by  common  feel- 
luga,  common  interests,  and  by  solemn  treaties, 
Offensive  and  defensive.  Oan  we  shnt  onr  eyes 
upon  the  period  when,  in  the  coarse  of  human 
events,  colliuons  of  interests,  and  Jarrlngs  of 
pcdloy,  Diay  place  us  at  isvne  with  aome  or  all 
ofthemt  Po  we  derive  flwm  these  oonndera- 
tlouB,  no  motive  to  meet  them  In  disons^Dj 
upon  subjects  connected  with  oar  present  and 
fhtare  relations  with  them  ?  Hay  not  the  prea- 
ent  occasion,  if  jndicionsly  employed^  resolt  in 
the  adjustment  of  a  uniform  commercial  policy, 
upon  a  fixed  bads,  that  may  postpone,  if  not 
antirely  prevent,  oollision  on  this  friutfal  snltJect 
of  wart  If  the  ud  our  advice  and  expe- 
rience can  improve  the  poUtical  or  moral  con- 
dition of  the  Soathem  States,  are  we  not  boond, 
in  reference  to  oar  own  interests,  to  afford 
them  the  ud  of  both  I  Hay  not  oar  Honutera^ 


aigoment  or  persuadcai,  exert  a  powerftal 
influence  in  preventing  schemes  being  devised 
and  matured,  detrimental  to  our  interests  both 
commercial  and  political  t  These  general  con- 
riderati(m&  would  of  themselves  sfiord  an  ad^ 
qnate  motive,  to  my  mind,  for  the  mission. 
There  are  some  speoiflo  objects,  however,  in 
which  we  have  a  deep  interest,  that  will  form 
sul^eots  of  discussion  in  the  Oongress.  The 
documents  before  na  disclose  a  fixed  purpose, 
on  the  part  of  the  Southern  B^Ulea,  to  assau 
Spain,  throu^  Ooba  and  Pwto  Bioo,  This 
purpose  has  only  bam  delved  at  our  eanasC 
sdidtation,  and  the  sulfjeet  la  tot  disenirioii  at 
the  proposed  Oongrte. 

I  presume  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment 
npon  this  sabjeot  in  this  Union.  It  is  demand- 
ed of  this  Govemmeat,  by  every  connderation 
(rf  self-preservation — the  great  law  of  nature, 
and  paramount  to  all  other  law — ^by  our  inter- 
ests,  and  by  humanity,  not  to  suffer  the  present 
condition  of  Oulia  to  be  altered.  If  this  island 
is  revolutionixed,  and  they  are  separated  fnmi 
the  Spanish  Gorwnment,  what  are  to  be  the 
0(Hisequemoes  t  Another  St.  DonUngo  tragedy 
is  to  M  acted  over  ^ain.  The  power  goes  into 
the  hands  ot  the  hla»  pwulation,  at  tbe  saorl- 
floe  and  extermination  of  tne  whites.  AnMt^j, 
confiscation,  and  oooflislon  ensnes.  An  enxwt 
trade  of  sixty  miltimis,  in  wluoh  we  have  a  deep 
stake,  is  annihilated.  The  commerce  of  this 
ooontry  rectives  a  deep  and  lasting  wound. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fancy  a  picture  of  the  ef- 
fects of  saoti  an  event  upon  the  ufety  and  tran- 

auilli^  of  the  Blave-h(^mng  States  bordering  on 
le  Atlantic.  Are  these  Statea  prepared  to 
tolerate  another  Hayti,  almost  at  uieir  threeh- 
(4d  t  I  answer  as  a  Bepraeentativa  of  a  alav^ 
holding  States  Agdn,  look  to  the  positioii 
of  Onlw,  in  relation  to  the  Gulf  of  Sfezioo,  tiw 
mouth  of  the  IGsrisnppi,  and  the  rivers  to  tbe 
east,  emptying  into  the  Golf.   T^etber  coo* 

auered  by  the  Southern  Republics,  and  held  for 
leir  joint  ooncam,  or  conquered  by  any  strong 
naval  power  in  Europe,  it  would  afford  the 
means  of  sealing  up  tiie  commerce  of  one-third 
of  the  territory  <^  this  Union.  I  ask  this  com- 
mittee, I  appral  eepecially  to  the  gentiemen  of 
the  Yalley  of  the  Hississipi^  to  say  whether 
they  are  disposed  qnietiy  to  acquiesce  either  in 
the  eman<dii«tion  ca  thia  island,  with  Its  present 
population,  or  to  the  more  probable  event — its 
wmquest  1^  Qa  Soutiiem  Bqmhlioa  upon  Joint 
oonoem  I  .  In  the  hands  of  any  itnmg  naval 
power,  espedally  in  the  hwida  of  the  leagued  Re- 
publics, it  is  destin^^  to  be  the  apple  or  discord 
to  this  country.  Is  not  the  missuHi  to  Pinama, 
in  relation  to  this  subject  aloQ&  necessary — 
nay,  is  it  not  absolutely  demanded  by  a  doe 
regard  to  our  safety  and  intorestst  At  that 
Oongress  this  matter  is  to  be  discussed  and  set- 
tied.  Ought  not  the  voice  of  this  nation  there 
to  be  hoard,  employing,  first,  argument  and 

fersuasion,  to  ^vert  them  from  their  purpose  t 
f  these  means  fiul,  solemn  protest;  and,  if  this 
be  ineffeotoal  to  stay  than,  the  tima  will  thea 
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hire  arriTed  for  n»  to  act.  The  present  state  of 
our  negotiations  with  Mexico,  famishes  another 
irgomeDt  in  favor  of  this  mission.  A  discrep- 
tncv  in  the  bans  npon  which  onr  oommercUl 
rel^oDs  with  her  Soathem  neighbors  is  to 
■tuid,  would  be  deeply  to  be  deplored,  and 
must  neoeasarily  lead  to  mipleasant  and  per- 
plexing results.  The  Ooogreas  at  Panama  af- 
fords the  most  pranisii^  iwportnnity  of  attun- 
ing the  object  of  nuifomu^  as  well  is  reci- 
procity. Backed,  as  we  shall  be,  by  thc»e  witji 
whom  we  have  conclnded  commercial  arrange- 
moit*,  it  is  hardly  credible  that  Mexico  will 
still  adhere  to  a  prindple,  to  us  inadmisnble, 
ind  not  insisted  npon  by  any  other  party. 
There  are  many  other  objeota  of  interest  to  this 
aatioo,  that  might  be  enumerated.  I  have, 
however,  presented  enongh  to  satisfy  every  dis- 
paaaionate  man,  that  this  noisuon  is  demanded 
bysoond  policy.  I  have  examined  this  subject 
with  anxie^,  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion — 
an  mA/tf  pnroortioiied  to  the  appalling  ad- 
aonttioiig  ai  thrwitwiing  danger  and  min, 
Oat  we  hare  heard  from  another  quarter. 
I  have  oome  to  an  honest  and  dispandonate 
ooodonon,  to  vote  for  the  mission.  "Whether 
this  oondnsion  be  wise  or  not,  time  will  deter- 
mine. If  it  shoold  lead  to  entangling  alliances 
widi  the  nations  of  this  continent  or  elsewhere, 
I  shall  deplwe  the  error  of  my  jndgment.  But, 
if  5och  shonld  be  the  result,  the  vigilance  of  the 
Senate  most  slumber — ^npon  them  will  rest  the 
reqmosibiUty.  They  hold  the  corrective  and 
preventive  power.  This  mnch  is  certain — ^the 
sothfws  of  such  a  policy  will  be  horled  from 
their  high  places,  and  consigned,  by  sn  indig- 
nant people,  to  a  just  reprobation. 

One  wwd  more  as  to  uie  amendment  of  my 
friend  from  Ddaware.  I  respond,  Mr.  Chaunnan, 
to  almost  every  sentiment  in  that  amendment; 
and,  if  it  can  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  my  entire 
views,  I  shall  hereafter  be  prepared  to  give  it  my 
decided  vote :  for  it  will  be  recollected  that,  only 
a  few  diays  ago,  I  explicitly  declared  that  I  was 
opposed  to  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  pledge. 
I  will  not  consent  to  give  such  a  pledge,  either 
in  reference  to  my  own  country,  or  to  the 
Soathem  Eiepublics  themselves.  But,  at  the 
same  time^  unless  circumstances  shall  produce 
in  impwtut  change,  whenever  eaj  of  the  pow- 
crfU  natkMu  oi  Europe  shall  attempt  to  seize 
upon  Mezieo,  I  am  disposed  not  to  view  such 
an  attempt  with  indifferenoe,  and  I  will  use  my 
ntmost  influence  to  rouse  the  nation,  in  saxAi 
*  case,  to  interpose  our  military  power.  I  will 
newr  eoffer  Mexico  to  be  seized  by  any  power 
of  Europe,  immediately  under  my  observation, 
witboot  making  an  effort  to  prevent  it 


WxDinaxxAT,  April  6, 
Mrnion  to  Panama, 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Sxxvenson,  of  Virginia,  in 
tte  ehiir,  on  the  lepoit  of  the  Oammittee  on 
Focdga  BeUUiiuuL  wnichamdndea  vithareao- 
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lution  proposing  to  send  lOnisters  to  Panama ; 
the  omencunent  offered  by  Mr,  MoLxm,  of  Del- 
aware, being  also  under  considerotion. 

When  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affiurs  was  first  announced 
by  the  Pre^dent,  in  his  message  to  Congress, 
Mr.  WiOKUFFB  said,  like  many  others, -not  un- 
derstanding the  precise  character  of  the  Con- 
gress, its  powers,  and  tendency,  and  probable 
oonsequmcee  to  this  country,  Ms  first  impree- 
sions  were  &TOTable  to  it.  We  were  told  br 
the  President  that,  '*  among  the  measures  wMek 
have  been  suggested  to  them  by  the  new  rdsi- 
tions  with  <me  another,  resulting  from  the  re- 
cent changes  in  their  condition,  is  that  of  a»< 
sembling,  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  a  Con- 
gress, at  which  each  of  them  should  oe  repre- 
sented, to  deliberate  upon  subjects  important 
to  the  welfare  of  all.  The  Republics  of  Colom- 
bia, of  Mexico,  and  of  Central  America,  have 
already  deputed  Plenipotentiaries  to  such  & 
meeting,  uid  they  have  invited  the  United 
States  to  be  also  r^resented  there  by  th^ 
Ministers.  The  invitation  has  been  accepted, 
and  Ministers  on  the  part  of  the  tlnfted  State* 
will  be  commissioned  to  attend  at  those  ddib- 
erations,"  &c.,  Ao.  The  Message,  upon  every 
other  topic,  oonneoted  with  our  relations, 
whether  foreign  or  domestic,  was  lucid  and 
able.  Upon  this  subject,  all  mnst  admit  it  to  be 
deficient  It  did  not  specifically  define  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  this  Congress,  its  powers 
and  mode  of  action.  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  ever  alive  to  the  success  of  liberty,  in 
whatever  dime  or  country  she  struggles ;  and 
believing  this  measore  calculated  to  promote 
and  cheer  its  success,  wlthpnt  Jeopardising  her 
abode  in  this  her  own  land,  saw  no  cause  to 
oppose  this  measure.  He  sud  he  himself  had 
viewed  it,  at  first,  in  that  aspect.  He  had  con- 
sidered it  merely  a  meeting  of  diplomatic  agents. 
He  had  not  read  the  treaties  which  created  it ; 
and,  as  a  measure  of  the  Administration,  having 
for  its  objects,  diplomatic  results,  he  had  not 
condemned  it.  But,  when  documents,  connect- 
ed with  this  subject,  had  be«n  submitted  to  onr 
inspection,  and  been  carefully  examined  by 
him,  his  first  impressions  had  been  changed. 
He  had  examined  the  Message  of  the  President 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  with 
as  sincere  a  detire  to  lend  the  sanction  of  Ida 
judgment  to  the  measure,  as  ever  did  poor  sin* 
ner  read  t^e  pages  of  Itevdation,  to  fix  and 
confirm  his  faith.  He  was  unable  to  succeed. 
And  the  more  he  examined  the  question,  and 
stripped  it  of  that  mask  which  is  incident  to 
diplomacy,  the  more  he  became  convinced  of 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  some  of  the  objects 
contemplated  by  this  Congress,  connected  with 
our  own  immediate  and  fbture  interests.  And 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  any  one,  he  shonld  fall  under 
the  drendnil  denunciation  of  having  united  h!in- 
self  with,  the  "  unprincipled  faction,"  in  this,  or 
the  other  House,  to  thwart  the  Just  measures  of 
the  Administration,  he  dioula  appeal  to  the 
enlightened  Judgments  of  his  oansMaenta,  to 
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whom  he  was  aooonntable  for  all  his  acts  here, 
to  aak  them,  apoa  an  impartial  review  of  his 
past  life,  to  prononnoe  npon  his  course.  With 
them,  he  knew  he  ahonld  meet  with  a  liberal 
indolgenoe ;  and  if  thej,  apon  examination  of 
all  the  docunent&  disapproved  the  course  he 
had  porsued,  be  felt  satiafied  tbey  woold  award 
to  him  honesty  of  pnrpoee,  and  adevotedness  to 
the  pcditioal  iutitationaof  oar  common  conntiTt 

ginoe  the  gentlonan  from  Delaware  (Mt, 
ICcItun)  had  anlmitted  his  amendment  and 
fiivored  the  committee  with  bis  views  and  rea- 
sons for  BO  doing,  3Cr.  Wiokutfb  said  he  felt 
himself  relieved  from  much  of  that  dread  re- 
sponsibility which  he  had  before  assamed.  He 
was  pleased  to  find  bis  Tiews  of  this  snbjeot  in 
oonoert  with  those  of  that  sentlemui,  so  dis- 
tingnisbed  for  bis  talents,  and  so  jostlj  entitled 
to,  and  enjoying,  the  confidence  of  this  Honae. 

This  committee  is  oidled  upon  to  ^ve  an  ex- 
pression of  its  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  mission.  It  is  called  npon  to  do  this,  not 
■hj  the  report  and  resolution  npon  yonr  table 
auHie,  bat  07  the  Freridmt  himself  in  his  Ibe- 
aage  to  thb  and  the  other  House.  With  the 
understanding  of  this  House,  expressed  by  its 

Pas  is  oontf^ed  in  the  amendment  of  the 
eman  from  Delaware,  be  thon^t  the  mis- 
sion expe^oit :  without  it  be  denned  it  inex- 
pedient and  fraoght  with  danger.  If  it  should 
be  thou^t  by  this  committee,  as  has  been  as- 
BOTted  1^  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Wkb8T>b,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Powell,)  that  the  amendment  in- 
terferes with  the  ocmstitntiooal  power  of  the 
Exeontive  Department,  over  the  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  Montrr ;  ao  fur  as  there  may  be 
any  interferenoe,  It  haa  bean  invited  1^^  the  Ex- 
ecutive himseli^  and  now  imposed  np<m  na,  by 
Ihe  original  resolution  of  the  committee.  We  are 
called  apOD  by  the  committee  to  say,  that  this  mia- 
^on  is  expedient  Suppose  that  a  majority  of 
this  House  shall  say  that  they  do  beUeve  it  in- 
expedient :  for  if  they  have  a  right  to  vote  that 
it  IS  expedient,  they  certainly  have  the  right  to 
vote  that  it  is  inexpe^ent  The  one  Is  no 
more  an  interference  with  the  Executive  power 
than  the  other :  and  if  we  have  a  right  to  vote 
that  it  is  inexpedient  in  toto,  we  cwbdnly  have 
a  right  to  say,  for  some  of  the  objects  contem- 
plated^ it  ie  expedient ;  for  others,  that  It  ia  not 
Bnt  or,  I  moat  enreas  my  unqualified  dissent 
to  the  dootalne  both  the  gentlonen :  a  doo> 
trine  long  since  exploded  from  the  pcditics  of 
this  House,  and  which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
received  its  vital  stab  some  twrat^-six  years 
ago ;  and  I  am  wainst  its  reeosoitation  now. 

I  hold  it  to  be  within  the  power  of  this 
House ;  It  is  its  duty  upon  all  fit  occasions,  to 
proDonnce  the  judgment  oi  the  people  upon 
measures,  perfected  or  contemplated,  tondUng 
the  forei^relaticauttf  the  United  States:  more 
aapecial^  upon  a  measure  which  contemplates  a 
Tadioal  wange — an  Inroad  npon  the  loog-eatab- 
]i8hed  and  sMtled  policy  of  tins  OoTemment:  tor 
ncdii  I  beUere  in  my  soul,  the  present  one  to  be. 


The  gentleman  from   Massaohnsetta  (Mr. 

Websisb)  told  ns  npon  yesterday,  that  to  the 
amendments  of  the  gentieman  from  Delaware 
he  could  see  no  objection,  so  &r  as  it  m^t  be 
proper  to  express  our  opinion,  bnt  tiiat  he 
tbouf^t  it  improper  to  annex  it,  by  way  oi 
amendment,  to  the  resolation  of  the  oomraittee. 

[Mr.  Wkbstxb  expained.  He  had  said,  that 
in  the  greatw  part  of  the  sentiments  otmtuned 
in  the  amendment,  fae  entirely  oonoorred ;  bnt 
there  were  Bome  poaUiona  in  it  to  which  he  had 
deoiaiTe  o1^ecti<Hu.] 

Mr.  WioKLim  prooeeded.  I  was  not  dia* 
posed  to  misunderstand  the  gentleman ;  and  as  he 
did  not,  yesterday,  apprise  us  of  any  particnlar 

rrtion  of  the  resolution  to  which  he  objected, 
understood  him  as  assenting  to  the  whole. 
He  does  not  now  say  to  what  "portions  of  it 
he  has  decided  objections."  [Mr.  WxBBTXabere 
farther  explained.  With  respect  to  the  general 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  ^|entleman  fxom 
Delaware,  on  the  wisdom  of  minntAming  a  neu- 
tral p^oy,  or  the  impropriety  of  departuig 
from  1^  DB  entirely  oonouned ;  but  the  adop- 
tion ot  the  ammdment  in  any  fonn,  would  go 
to  change  the  whole  course  of  our  diplomacy, 
and  particularly  to  affect  one  subject  of  vihu 
interest  to  the  country — be  meant  the  policy  at 
the  United  States  with  respect  to  Cuba.  The 
amendment  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  ground 
taken  by  the  American  Oovemment  ou  that 
subject,  not  only  in  their  correspondenoe  with 
the  S(mth  American  Governments,  but  also 
with  the  courts  Europe.  The  amendmeiA 
says  that  no  subject  BbaU  be  disoossed,  which 
may,  in  anywise,  commit  our  neutral  relationa. 
How,  then,  can  this  dedaratwHi  of  onra,  respeet* 
ing  Cuba— I  mean  the  declaration  that  we  can- 
not with  indifference,  see  that  island  pass  into 
the  hands  of  any  other  power  than  Spain — ^be  dis- 
cussed, if  this  amendment  prevails  t  It  is  with 
that  part  of  the  unendment  that  I  do  not  concur.] 
Mr.  WioixiFn  resumed.  Sir,  this  remai^ 
of  the  gentleman  did  not  escape  my  attenticm 
yester^y,  and  I  do  not  mean  that  it  shall  to- 
day. When  I  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maraachusetts  acquiesced  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  amendment,  I  referred  more  particularly  to 
that  part  of  it  which  declares  that  oar  Minis- 
ters who  nuqr  be  o(mmiisdoned  to  attmd  tiie 
Oon^rees  at  Panama,  ought  not  to  be  authorised 
to  disonsB,  oonaider,  or  oonanlt,  npon  any  propo- 
ntion  of  ailiano&  on^ntive  or  defendve,  between 
this  ooontry  and  any  of  the  Spanish  American 
Governments,  or  any  stipulation,  compact,  or 
declaration,  binding  the  United  States,  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  extent,  to  resist  interference 
f^om  abroad  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
aforesaid  Gtovemments.  I  do  not  understand 
him  as  avowing  his  dissent  to  this  portion  of 
the  resolution.  1  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Rep- 
resentative upon  this  floor  who  is  bold  enough 
to  avow  his  wish  to  the  world,  that  these  snb- 
jects  shall  be  discuned,  cfmnderedr  and  the  ai- 
liance  formed.  If  it  ia  not  proper  to  form  Uw 
alllaaoe,  why  entartabi  a  dWariant  If  tha 
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gentleman  from  ICasaaehiuetti  desires  to  leave 

our  Hinistns  free  to  diBOOS  the  snbjeet  of  the 
contemplated  invasioii,  or  probable  tnuiafer  of 
Cnba — «nd  tixe  amendment,  in  hia  judgment,  pre- 
cladea  the  cmslderation  of  that  topic — ^we  will 
aaaent  to  any  modification  of  it,  so  that  yon 
keep  US  free  from  the  other  snbjei^ ;  whenever 
it  is  proper  to  discass  them,  here^  in  this  Hoose, 
Is  the  proper  place. 

Again :  the  gentleman  ea^  it  is  nnconstita- 
timal  for  tlua  Honse  to  interfere  in  this  ISiHin 
wiUi  the  Ezeontive  powers  ctf  the  Ooreniment 
I  would  ask  him  whether  this  Honse  has  never, 
<m  uaj  former  oocasUm,  emresBed  itsminion 
with  regard  to  our  foreign  relations  ?  Whether 
it  nevOT  proceeded  so  rar  as  to  go  ahead  of  the 
EncntiTo  Deputmentt  And  when  I  speak  of 
tiie  ExecQtive  Department,  in  reference  to  oar 
fbreign  relations,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as 
indading  the  Senate  as  a  very  important  por- 
tion of  that  department.  0pon  this,  as  npon 
aH  oQmt  matters,  I  r^ard  them  as  the  sentinels 
placed  upon  the  watch  towers  of  State  sover- 
eignty, ont  of  whom  I  do  not  believe  there  can 
he  formed  an  *'  unprincipled  fleu^on."  Did  not 
the  gentleman  himself  call  upon  the  last  Oon- 
grees,  hj  reaolotion.  to  express  its  opinion  npon 
the  ooorse  the  Execntive  ongfat  to  pursue 
toward  the  Greeks,  who  were  stm^^ing  for  the 
estaUisfanKnt  of  civil  and  religions  lib«*ty1 
The  history  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Honse  in 
reference  to  the  Sonth  American  Repnblics,  in 
reference  to  this  very  mission,  funuaoes  ample 
antiiority  for  the  propriety  of  the  present  course. 

To  the  final  and  permanent  success  of  the 
revolution  in  the  Spanish  Coloides,  this  Con- 
fbderated  Congress  of  belligerent  nations  was 
necessary  and  proper.  Witb  the  objects  con- 
templated to  be  attained  by  it,  tiw  United  States, 
as  a  neutral  poww,  bad  nothing  to  do.  And 
boiee  we  find  that,  in  all  the  treaties  between 
fluM  different  B^l^esmeating  this  Gkmgress 
and  defining  its  powers,  th»e  is  no  provision 
made  or  contemplated  for  the  participation  of 
the  Fitted  States  in  its  deliberations.  It  is 
tne  that,  as  eariy  as  Hay,  162S,  we  seemed  to 
have  received  some  unofficial  intimation  that 
we  were  to  he  called  upon  to  prende  at  this 
GongresB ;  but  not  nntu  after  the  Message 
of  Prendent  Monroe,  of  1628,  had  snperin- 
dnecd  the  belief^  in  some  of  these  Eepnblics, 
that  the  United  States  '*  had  pledged  themselves 
to  make  oaose  with  them  m  ease  any  other 
power,  nntted  widi  Biwin,  shonld  attoopt  to 
mterlere  with  th^  Independenoe  or  form  of 
Govammeiit,**  do  we  hear  of  any  determination, 
oflteially,  to  Invite  ns  to  take  part  (not  "to 
]«eride  *0  ^  the  deliberations  of  this  Congress. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  inquire  how  onr  Cab- 
inet at  bome^  or  its  (hnctionaries  abroad,  have 
eovntauDced  the  idea  that  tbls  nation  had  so 
pledged  itself;  bnt  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
&at  lir.  Poinsett,  our  ICnister  near  Mexico, 
has,  in  fab  official  language,  oontriboted  mndi 
toward  that  imiweerion,  and  I  am  unable  to  find 
that  the  In^ii^  wUn  he  had  thna  held^ 
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been  dls^tprored  by  the  Enontive.  The  invl* 
tation  is  now  given  and  accepted,  and  it  on^4 
not  to  escape  me  attention  of  this  oommitteai 
that  the  invitation  has  onfy  been  given  by  three 
of  those  Bepnblics,  whose  Representatives  are 
expected  to  compose  this  Congress.  Given  by 
a  minority  of  those  States,  what  is  to  be  the 
result,  if  tiie  other  Bepnblics,  who  have  not  in- 
vited us  to  this  political  banquet,  shdl  object  to 
our  Ministers  taking  their  seats  at  tills  nationid 
board  t  Would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have 
wiutod  nntil  we  were  invited  by  at  least  a  ma- 
jority, if  not  all  of  these  nations  ?  Ko,  nr ;  we 
have  displayed  an  eagerness,  and  an  impatience, 
in  the  acceptance  of  uiis  partial  invitation,  as  if 
we  w»e  afl*aid  that  it  mig^t  be  with^awn. 
We  have  determined  to  go  there,  blind-foldedf 
as  invited  guests,  for  our  conduct  to  he  regu- 
lated by  "  modes  of  action,"  of  which  we  know 
nothing,  and  about  which  we,  in  all  probability, 
never  will  know  any  thing.  We  were  invited, 
rir,  because  of  a  belief  by  these  nations,  that 
we  stood  pledged  to  make  common  cause  with 
them,  if  the  contingeooy  h^pened ;  and  but 
for  this  btiief^  we  should  not  have  been  thui 
htmored,  and,  aa  H»ne  sappoae,  eomplimemted, 
by  the  invitation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  friends  of  this  measure 
all  unito  in  the  opinion,  that  any  alliance  woold 
be  an  impolitic  and  a  dangerous  departure 
from  that  system  of  nentral  and  aafe  policy 
which  has  been  sf  long  and  happily  pnrsued  w 
this  Qovemment,  and  conducted  us  to  su<di 
prosperous  results:  I  entreat  them  to  unite 
with  us,  and,  by  our  unanimous  vote,  let  us 
relieve  the  Cabinet  from  what  I  believe  to  be 
a  most  embarrassing  condition. 

Whatever  may  be  our  notions  of  this  memor- 
able pledge,  "  this  pledge  to  ourselves,"  the 
Spanish  American  States  understand  and  be- 
lieve ns  oommitted  vpm  the  suMeet.  They 
understand,  frtnn  the  nature  of  their  invitation 
and  of  our  acceptance,  that  the  President  smds 
his  Ministers  there  "  specially  instructed  "  npon 
these  subjects.  It  is  onr  duty  to  thun,  we 
owe  it  to  ourselves,  to  undeceive  them ;  and 
how  can  we  do  it  more  appropriately,  more 
respeotftilly,  and  more  effectively,  than  1^ 
adopting  me  amendment  f 

If  we  vote  that  this  mission  is  expedient, 
without  the  declaration  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment, we  stand  oommitted.  It  is  no  longer  a 
declaration  of  onr  President;  it  remains  no 
longer  "a  pledge  to  ourselvee;  "  onr  fhte,  at 
least  our  honor,  is  <»t  board  tlds  Spanish  vessel 
of  State.  Bnt  one  of  my  ooUeagnea,  (Mr.  F. 
JoHKsoN,)  the  otiier  day,  expressed  the  hope 
that  we  E^ould  never  have  a  Preddent  aud  an 
Administration,  who  would  be  unwilling  to  re- 
deem this  pledge.  He  triumphantly  sued  na, 
if  we  are  prepared  to  back  out  f  Do  we  seek 
to  withdraw  a  pledge  we  have  given?  To  this 
I  have  but  one  answer — Leave  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  free  to  act  And 
whenever  the  war-making  power  shall  say  the 
;  time  haa  o6me  when  it  beoomea  ua,  as  a  firee 
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nsdoiif  to  unnheath  our  sword,  buokle  on  oar 
vmor,  and  to  defend  oar  liberties  and  free 
inaUtationa,  be  will  find  in  those  who  oppose 
tills  measare  as  mnoh  moral,  political,  and 
physical  coorage,  when  dangers  press,  as  belong 
to  its  advocates. 

We  will  suppose  the  occasion  to  have  oo- 
onrred ;  we  wul  imagine  that  Spain  has  pre- 
vaUed  npon  the  sympathies  of  France,  and  that 
ft  French  fleet  and  army  were  upon  uie  shores 
of  our  mster  Bepablics,  for  the  avowed  de- 
temunation  of  re-conquering  those  StsAcA,  and 
to  reduce  them  to  their  former  condjtioa  as 
colonies.  In  the  laogoage  of  Mr.  Salazar,  we 
will  suppose  the  eaaut  foAeru  to  have  oc- 
curred. I  put  it  to  gentlemen— I  put  it  to  my 
wUea^e  to  say,  if  he  would  now  declare  war 
in  defence  of  South  American  liberty? 

Upon  a  qaestion  involving  such  consequences, 
I  would  pause.  I  woald  consolt  the  juogmenta 
of  the  men  who  may  be  called  apcm  to  traverse 
tiie  baraing^  regionB  <tf  tiiat  ooantry,  and,  in  the 
langai^  of  lu.  Pdnsett,  "  who  are  to  bear 
the  brunt  d  the  contest ; "  upon  that  jndg- 
tnent  I  could  more  aafely  rest  than  npon  the 
heated  excitement  of  politicians,  who  have 
oaught  what  has  been  appropriatdy  termed 
"  the  South  American  fever." 

I  will  not  detidn  -the  committee  with  notic- 
ing the  other  topics,  su^ested  by  the  Spanish 
commissioners  as  fit  subjects  for  the  delibera- 
tions and  determinations  of  this  Oongress,  save 
one  or  two,  and  these  also  have  mingled  them- 
selves  with  the  views  of  the  ExecntiveL  They 
propose  to  settie  some  principles  or,  in  other 
words,  to  change  stnne  print^plea  ol  inter- 
national law.  I  do  not  prmtes  to  be  a  drilian, 
jet  it  oocoTB  to  me  to  be  rather  an  eztnuvdi- 
nary  body  to  a^nst,  chan^  or  alter,  the 
known  and  settled  law  of  nations.  The  people 
of  a  portion  of  the  world,  containing  a  popola- 
tion  of  some  thirty  or  forty  milUons  of  inhabit- 
ants, (and  the  greater  portion  of  them  jest 
emerging  from  a  state  of  the  most  wretched 
and  oppressed  colonization,)  propose  to  settle, 
adjas^  and  to  alter,  the  taw  of  nations — ^that  law, 
which  slike  must  govern  and  r^ulate  all  d^- 
tzed  States  1 

Again:  the  political  condition  of  Hayti  is 
also  to  form  the  ealdeot  of  dismusion,  toA  is 
to  be  settled.  That  is  a  question  fbr  onr  Gor- 
erriment  to  settle ;  and,  should  this  House  ever 
be  called  npon  "by  this,  or  any  other  I^wd^nt, 
for  an  ontht  and  salary  of  a  Uinister  to  this 
gable  independent  Government,  you  will  then 
find  more  advocates  for  the  constitution^ 
power  of  this  House  over  the  snbject  of  our 
foreign  relations,  than  have  been,  or  will  be 
found,  on  the  present  occasion.  Whether  the 
Spanish  Amencan  States  will  or  will  not  haU 
tiie  inhabitants  of  this  ill-fated  ide  as  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  cannot,  most  not,  di- 
rect or  relate  oar  oonrse.  We  have  no  right 
to  say  to  those  nations  *'  it  is  not  fit  and  proper 
for  yon  to  reet^ice  the  national  existence  and 
Indqtendenee  ot  tiiia  island."  T&e  prinople 
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of  universal  emancipation,  upon  which  tber 
have  proclaimed  their  Republics  to  be  based, 
forbid  tbem  the  ri^t  to  distinguish  the  sable 
inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  from  the  leas  dark 
repabiioaofl  of  their  own  dime. 

We  have  a  more  inll  and  ezplidt  expoai  <^ 
the  oUeots  of  this  Congress,  fliT«i  (Adally  hr 
the  Government  o£  Omombia  to  the  wotIo. 
I  will  read  them  to  the  comnuttee : 

1.  To  form  a  solemn  compact,  or  leagiM,  by 
whioh  the  States  whose  Representativee  are  preNat, 
will  be  bomid  to  unite  la  noMcoting  the  war 
agiUDSt  thdr  common  enemy,  Old  ^un,  or  i^jJnat 
any  other  power  whidi  shall  asriat  Spain  in  hw  hoa- 
tile  designs,  or  any  otherwise  assume  the  attitude 
of  an  enemy, 

2.  To  draw  up  and  publish  a  manifesto,  setdng 
forth  to  the  w(Hid  the  Justice  of  thdr  canae,  and 
the  reladona  they  dedre  to  hold  with  other  Chris- 
tian powers. 

8.  To  form  a  convention  pf  navigation  and  com- 
merce, applicable  to  both  the  confederated  States, 
and  to  their  allies. 

4.  To  coDfdder  the  expediency  of  combining  the 
forces  of  the  Bepablics  to  free  the  islands  of  Puerto 
^oo  and  Cuba  from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  and,  in 
aacb  case,  what  contingent  each  oug^t  to  oonteib* 
ate  for  this  end. 

6.  To  take  measures  for  joining  in  a  proseoaUon 
of  the  war  at  sea,  and  on  the  coast  of  Spain. 

6.  To  determine  whether  those  measores  shall 
also  be  extended  tc  the  Canary  and  FUUi^ine  Isl- 
lands, 

9.  To  take  into  condderation  the  means  of  mak- 
ing eSeotusl  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  any  ulterior  dettgns  of 
any  foreign  power  to  ctuonize  any  portion  of  this 
continent ;  and  also  the  means  of  relating  aH  inter- 
ference from  abroad  with  the  domastie  concerns  of 
the  American  Governments. 

8.  To  settle,  by  e«nmon  consent,  the  prlneiplei 
of  those  rights  m  nations,  which  are,  In  tlieir  ni^ 
tore,  controvertible. 

10.  To  determine  on  wliat  footing  sliall  be  placed, 
the  political  and  commercial  relations  of  thoae  por- 
tions of  our  hemisphere,  wliich  have  obtained^  or 
shall  obtain,  their  independence,  but  whose  inde- 
pendence has  not  been  recognized  by  any  Ameri- 
can or  European  power,  as  was,  for  many  years, 
the  case  with  HaytL 

A  word  or  two  npon  this  prin<nple  of  oolonx- 
XBti(H»-4bi8  "  intercontinental  law^  in  relations 
of  Enrcnw  and  Ameriea.**  This  is  a  subject, 
admitted  by  the  President  hinuMlt  as  being 
proper  to  be  disenased  and  setued  there. 
What  is  it  ?  We  will  not  permit  any  European 
colony  to  be  established  upon  any  part  of  the 
American  continent.  I  wul  not  stop  to  exam- 
ine the  correctness  of  this  principle  in  the 
abstract,  or  in  connection  with  the  claims 
asserted  by  certfun  European  powers  to  por- 
tions of  th&  continent.  I  wilt  only  onidder  it 
in  that  Kght  in  which  the  President  has  pre- 
sented it  to  ns.  In  his  Message,  he  remarks, 
"Should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract 
any  conventional  engagement  on  this  b^ic, 
oar  views  woald  extend  no  fimiber  than  a 
mutual  pledge  cnT  the  partaei  to  the  eaopaot  to 
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Dunnt^  Ui«  princiide  in  application  to  its  own 
territory,  and  to  penmt  no  ooionial  lodgements 
or  CBtaUiahmeatB  of  European  Jnrisdiotion  upon 
its  own  stnL" 

Can  this  be  necessary?  "Wliy  shonld  we  be 
called  apon  to  stipulate  by  treaty  that  we  will 
not  saffer  onr  own  soil  to  be  invaded ;  to  be 
ocoipied  by  a  faropean  power;  to  be  oolo- 
uzedl  We  need  no  paper  stipnlations  npon 
such  a  snbjeot.  We  bare  a  stronger  goarantee 
than  all  the  parchment  the  8oQth  can  give  ns : 
it  b  tliat  deToti(»i  to  liberty  and  self-goTem- 
ment  wlueh  ja  feltiutd  seen  by  onr  citizens. 
tor  the  lumor  and  character  of  my  ootintry,  I 
wonld  not  eater  into  anoh  a  itipalation  with 
any  power. 

ICr.  Wood,  oi  Kew  York,  next  rose^  and  said : 

Ur.  Ohainnan:  I  think  that  those  gentle- 
men who,  some  time  past,  have  been  so  appre- 
hensive the  power  of  the  President,  as  to 
have  had  their  slumbers  distorbedf  will,  here- 
after, repose  in  pesoe:  as  be  is  In  afidrwayof 
being  stripped  of  his  powers. 

What  is  the  resolution  now  before  ns,  bnt 
iostmctiona,  or  semi-instructions,  for  our  Minis- 
ters  that  are  to  go  to  the  Confess  of  Panama  ? 
If  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  have  a  right 
to  inBtmot,  certainly  the  Senate,  who  share 
with  the  President  in  the  treaty-makinff  power, 
have  as  good  a  ri^it;  and  no  one  will  deny 
the  lifi^t  to  the  President  I  beg  to  know 
how  oar  Ministers  are  to  ccmduct  with  three 
sets  of  instmctioDB  in  their  pockets.  The 
HoQse  of  Representatives  instruct  them  to  look 
on,  and  to  iiuonn  their  Government,  from  time 
to  time,  what  is  ^ing  on ;  the  Senate  instmct 
them  to  take  their  rendence  ten  leagues  from 
the  Congress,  and  to  have  no  commnnioation 
with  them  bnt  by  couriers;  and  the  Presi- 
dent  instructs  them  to  .enter  into  any  agree- 
ment benefidal  to  this  oounter,  that  will  not 
eompnaiit  its  neutrally.  The  JtGnisters,  under 
the  Preadod^s  instmotions,  make  a  treaty,  in 
which  the  benercdent  and  grand  idea  of  mniy 
the  Fourth  of  France  is  rralized,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  a  board  of  Ulnister^  who  ^all  be  tiie 
ranpire  of  sll  cUfferences  which  shall  ever  occur 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  several  States  of  Span- 
ish America  and  the  United  States,  so  as  forever 
to  prevent  the  existonoe  of  war  between  them; 
that  inhibits  privateering  in  case  of  war  between 
the  parties;  that  restricts  the  list  of  contraband 
to  monitions  of  war ;  that  restricts  blockades 
to  places  invetf»d  by  a  competent  fbree ;  and 
regolates  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search, 
io  ss  to  render  it  as  harmless  as  posrible. 

The  IGnisten  return  with  the  treaty,  the 
most  beneficial  for  the  country  and  humanity 
that  was  ever  formed,  lli^  have,  however, 
acted  contrary  to  the  instmctiona  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives.  If  the  Honse  have  a  right 
to  instmct,  they  have  a  right  to  impeach  the 
Ministere  for  disobedience  to  their  instructions. 
They,  therefore,  institute  an  impeachment. 
}Tow,  ar,  I  beg  to  know  on  what  groand  the 
Baste  are  to  sustain  the  iDq>eadhmeaitt  I 
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shall  leaTe  it  to  the  gentlMnen  who  pn^rase  or 
advocate  tJiese  Congresrional  instrnotiim^  to 
explain  how  the  sabject  may  be  rdiered  from 
embarrassment. 

I  have  given  this  view  of  the  subject  to  show 
that  an  attempt  to  instruct  oar  Umisters  is  an 
interference  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Executive.  By  the  second  section  of  the  second 
artide  of  the  constitotion,  the  Ftesident  hat 
"power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  <tf  the  Senators  present  concur."  The 
eonstitotion  has  not  ocmferred  upon  the  l^nue 
of  Kepresentativee  any  participation  in  the 
treaty-making  power.  This  sabject  was  ex- 
amined and  settled  in  the  Ooog^ess  of  1799. 
The  Honse  of  Kepresentatives  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britain,  and 
requested  the  President  to  fornix  tiiem  with 
a  copy  of  the  instmctions  of  the  Minister  who 
negotiated  it.  General  Waaliington,  in  assign- 
ing his  reasons  for  r^bsing  to  comply  with  the 
request,  states,  that,  "  having  been  a  memba 
of  the  General  Oonvention,  and  knowing  the 
principles  on  which  the  constitution  was  form^ 
ed,  I  have  ever  entertained  but  one  (nnniw  on 
this  sabject ;  and,  from  the  fint  *f**b^"Hiimt 
of  the  Goremment  to  thia  mmnent,  my  ooi^ 
dnet  has  eaMnpUfied  that'ofdnicm;  that  the 

f tower  of  making  treaties  is  ezclunvely  vwtod 
n  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advioe  imd 
consent  of  the  Senate,  provided  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present  concur ;  and  that  every 
trea^,  so  made  and  promulgated,  thencefor- 
ward  became  the  law  of  the  und.  It  is  thus 
that  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  under- 
stood by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  all  the  trea- 
ties made  with  them,  uw  have  declared,  and 
they  have  believed,  tmit,  when  ratified  by  the 
Preudent,  with  the  advioe  and  consent  the 
Senate,  they  beoame  obligatory.  In  this  oon- 
etruoti<m  of  the  oonsHtotion,  ever^  House  ct 
BepresentatlTes  has  heretofore  acquiesced,  and, 
until  the  present  time,  not  a  doubt  or  soipidoa 
has  ^ipewed,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  owp 
stmo^i  was  not  the  tene  one.  Nay,  thejr 
have  more  than  aeqniesoed ;  for,  till  now, 
without  controverting  the  obligation  of  such 
treaties,  they  have  made  all  Ibe  requisite  pro- 
visions  for  carrying  tiiem  into  effect."  And,  in 
conclusion,  he  adds :  "  As,  therefore,  it  is 
perfectly  tdear  to  my  understanding,  that  ths 
tmeat  of  the  ffoute  <^  S^prMmtatwet  it  rutt 
neeaaarp  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ;  as  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits  within  itself 
all  the  oljeeta  requiring  legislative  provision ; 
and,  on  these,  tiie  papers  called  for  can  throw 
no  light ;  and,  as  it  is  essential  to  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  the  Govemmeot  that  liie  boun- 
daries fixed  by  the  constitotion,  between  the 
different  departments,  should  be  preserved,  a 
just  regard  to  the  constitution,  and  to  ^e  dn^ 
of  my  office,  under  all  the  curcumstancee  of  t^ 
case,  forbid  a  compliance  with  your  request," 

After  this,  the  House  of  Representatives  ex- 
pressed their  sense  on  this  sal^ect  by  two 
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resolndons,  the  first  (tf  wliioh  Is  in  the  floDow- 
Ingtemu: 

"  BtMlMd,  Tbiit  it  being  declared,  by  the  second 
■ectioD  of  toe  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
'That  the  Fremdent  shall  have  power,  hj  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirdfl  of  the  Senators  present 
concur,'  the  House  of  Representatives  Jo  not  claim 
any  agency  in  makina  trtatin;  but  that,  when  a 
treaty  stipulates  regnutions  on  any  of  the  subjects 
submitted  by  the  constitntion  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  mnst  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  sueh 
stipulations,  on  a  Uw  or  laws  to  be  passed  by  Con- 
fess ;  and  it  is  the  constitational  right  and  duty  of 
we  Houae  of  BepresentatiTes,  in  sU  such  oasea,  to 
deiiebrate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpedieuey  of 
earryiug  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  deterndne 
■nd  act  thawm,  as,  in  tittit  jadgiiMnti  maj  be 
most  condadn  to  the  public  good.'*^ 

Thns,  it  is  evl^t  that  I  am  ftilty  snsttined 
in  my  ooustroodon  of  the  mmstttation,  boQi  by 
Fnatdent  Washington  and  the  Honse  of  B^«- 
aentativeB  of  1796,  aftn-  a  fliU  disomsioa  of 

The  resolation  before  the  committee  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  be  oonpled  with  conditions 
whleh  we  hare  no  right  to  make,  and  which, 

tiiey  were  oalcolatod  to  hare  any  effeetj  it 
would  be  to  assume  the  responstbility  which 
the  oonstitatioa  has  imposed  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, Instructions  might,  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, be  aimezed  to  tiie  salary  of  eTeiy  public 
officer.  If  it  were  Qecesaary,  I  should  have  no 
oUeotion,  at  a  proper  time,  and  disconnected 
with  this  ^>propiiation,  to  express  an  opinion 
npcm  tiie  snojeot  of  onr  fortign  policy ;  and  I 
UTe  embodied  an  opinion,  in  the  form  of  a 
Tesolnti<m,  to  that  v^bd,  bnt  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  make  a  propoaitios  of  that 
nature. 

Mr.  Oabson,  of  North  Oarolina,  then  ad- 
dressed the  committee,  and  said :  It  will  be 
recollected,  Hr.  Ohtirman,  that  when  this 
measure  was  introduced  into  the  House  by  a 
oommunication  from  the  Executive,  the  whole 
sabjeot  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
fc^gn  Relations.  That  committee  have  had  it 
vnder  ocmsider^ton :  and  tiie  result  of  their 
kbOTS  is  before  ns,  in  an  elaborate  and  argu- 
mentative  report  I  am  well  aware  that,  when 
a  eonmlttee  of  this  Honse  have  had  an  im- 
portant subject  under  their  deliberation,  and 
Lave  presented  to  the  House  a  report  upon  it, 
snob  report  is  entitied  to  great  eousideration, 
and  ought  to  have  its  fhll  weight  with  every 
member  of  this  body.  But,  while  I  am  per- 
Ibctiy  aware  of  this,  I  also  hold  that  saca  a 
report  is  not  of  binding  force ;  and  that  every 
member  is  still  left  free  to  think  and  to  act,  aa 
his  views  of  duty  may  oidl  him.  Under  these 
oircumstanoes,  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pardon 
ot  the  honorable  committee  for  differing  from 
them,  as  to  tbe  oondodons  to  which  they  have 
oome— believing  that  the  premises  fnm  wUoh 
th^  are  drawn  have  beui  wholly  mistakeiL 
To  ahow  thii^  is  mj  ebkf  derign  ift  addreaaing 


the  committee.  I  say,  then,  that  the  ffrovndt 
on  which  some  of  the  principal  reasons  which 
the  committee  have  ui^ed,  to  show  the  im- 
portance of  carrying  this  mission  into  effect, 
have  been  ttmuSken  by  the  committee  them- 
selvea.  Should  I  succeed  in  showing  thi&  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  having  dmo  much : 
for  the  basis  on  which  th^  owioluslons  rest 
havk«  been  torn  away,  the  whole  saperrtmo- 
ture  m  their  argnment  must  neoessaiily  ftU  to 
thegronnd. 

yfe  are  tM  by  the  ocnnmittee,  "  that  it  ia 
important  to  be  represented  at  Panama,  for  the 
pnmose  discuBsmg  and  negotiating  matters 
of  ^p  eoncem  to  wis  nation,  as  regwds  our 
politieal  and  eommercial  interests  with  the 
South  ^erican  Republics;  and  that  it  will  be 
more  convenient  to  treat  with  all  those  powers 
collectively,  and  at  the  same  time,  than  it  will, 
considering  their  geographical  disconnection, 
to  negotiate  treaties  separately."  In  taking 
this  poution,  the  committee  must  assDme  the 
ground,  that  the  Flenipotentiarles  oS  these  Be- 
pnblioa  will  be  elotJud  fHth  pou>en  to  ntgoUaU 
thm  treatiet,  which  are  to  be  of  bo  much  im- 
portance to  oar  political  and  commercial  con- 
cerns. Here,  dr,  is  where  we  differ — and  this 
is  the  point  in  which  I  insist  the  committee 
have  mistaken  the  ground  from  which  they 
argue.  I  maintain  that,  however  desirable  tbk 
object  may  be,  and  however  important  to  our 
commercial  interests,  the  Plenipotentiaries  who 
are  to  meet  onr  Ministers  at  Panama,  can  ne- 
gotiate no  meh  treaUet :  and  for  this  plun  rea- 
son, that  such  powers  are  not  only  not  given,  bnt 
are  exprmly  prohibited  to  them  j  and  thU 
the  very  article  of  tiie  treaty  which  the  com- 
mittee have  quoted  in  th^  report,  as  famish- 
ing reasons  in  favor  of  the  mission.  The  words 
of  prohibition  are  the  very  words  which  im- 
meaiatsljffoUotD  the  words  quoted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  are  necessary  to  fill  up  the  sentence. 
Tes,  sir :  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  the 
committee  have  cited  just  such  words  in  the 
treaty,  as  will  Justify  their  reasoning  in  favor 
of  the  mission,  aud  have  left  ont  the  words 
which  immediately  follow,  and  which  mnst 
overtnm  all  their  arguments.  Hence  I  say, 
air,  tihat  they  are  mistaken  in  tiheir  premises^ 
(which  they  take  from  the  words  of  the  trea- 
ties,) and  coDseqnentiy  mistaken  in  all  tiidr 
condnnons  from  those  premises. 

Not,  sir,  tiiat  I  am  diBposed  to  charge  that 
hottwable  committee  wiui  intentional  error; 
that  is  aa  far  from  my  purpose  as  perhaps  it  is 
unwarranted  by  the  fact  Now,  sir,  to  the 
words  of  the  treaties,  and  to  the  qnotations  In 
the  report :  let  oa  cpmpare  them. 

In  the  report  they  say,  *'  that  it  is  an  assem- 
bly of  diplomatic  agents,  dothed  with  no  pow- 
ers, except  to  diteum  and  negotiate;  deputed 
by  Qovemmoits  whose  institutions  require, 
that  all  ragaganents  with  fordgn  powers 
should  be  sntgeet  to  the  ratifleation  of  smno 
onsnio  body  at  hfan&,"  And  the  more  efltet- 
nd]^  to  govd  agidnst  ndstaks^  oven  ^  4«- 
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ti^  In  wluch  this  Congress  has  been  proposed, 
it  is  stipnlsted,  in  the  several  treatiee  formed 
by  Cc^ombia  with  the  other  new  Bepabtios, 
tbat  the  meeting  at  Panama  (now,  bit,  here 
follow  the  words  as  qnoted  from  the  treaties 
jast  mentioned)  *'  tAatl  not  affect  in  any  man- 
ner the  exareiae  ^  the  national  loterMgntf/,  in 
rrgard  to  their  mw,  and  the  ettablithmmt  and 
Jbr»  of  their  re^peetiee  {htemmmtt."  And 
here  ue  oommittee  stop  short.  Bnt  what 
fellows,  in  the  treafyf  Thia,rir:  "nobbhaix 

DO  KUTUUIOf  AS  BXOASDfl  OUB  BSLATIONB  WITH 
A3Ct  OTB»B  VOBKON  NATION." 

Now,  rir,  if  tiioee  Plenipotentiaries  can  "  do 
nothing  as  regards  their  foreign  relations," 
how  is  it  possible  tbat  oar  Plenipotentiaries 
can  **  discosa  and  negotiate  treaties  with  thooi, 
in  r^^rd  to  oar  political  and  commerdal  in- 
tOBBts  I "  they  cannot ;  and  however 

denrable  and  importuit  it  may  be  to  ns,  to 
estaUish  a  onnmercial  intercoarse  with  those 
Bepablks,  and  bowevw  ample  and  AiU  the 
powers  with  which  onr  Hinisters  may  be 
dothed,  to  eflbet  flds  ol^eet,  it  will  he  Impo*- 
iiUb  for  fliem  to  effect  it  there,  becaose  the 
fknipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  tbose  Sepablics, 
an  ea^rettijf  prohibited,  by  all  the  treaties  be- 
tween those  Kepablics,  (all,  at  least,  which 
have  been  Iiud  before  as,)  from  doing  any  thing, 
as  regards  their  relations  with  foreign  Dations. 
,  Tl>en,  sir,  if  this  olgect  cannot  be  effected, 
(which  appears  to  have  been  the  most  impor- 
taot  consideration  with  the  committee  in  reoom- 
mending  the  mission,)  why  send  Ministers  to 
Flmamat 

I  repeat  it  again,  Hr.  OhairmaD,  there  is 
nothing  more  dear,  nothing  more  obvious, 
tiian  uiat  tiiose  n^iipotentiaries  can  enter 
into  no  negotiation  on  behalf  of  their  different 
Goremments,  as  rwards  their  relations  with 
fimign  nations.  How,  then,  is  the  object, 
tbonght  of  so  mach  conseqnence  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  accomplishea?  How  are  we  to 
make  treaties  with  Pleoipotentiailefl  who  are 
fiu'bidden  to  make  any  1 

To  prove,  sir,  that  ttiis  oUect  cannot  be  ef- 
fectoi  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  permit  me 
to  read  the  article  m  the  treaty  between  Colom- 
bia and  Chili,  which  is  precisely  tiie  same  as  in 
dl  the  otiier  treaties  before  ns,  and  the  very 
■rtide,  too,  quoted  by  the  committee,  (not  in 

Smr,  bntjafltaofivastoleavejndafiable 
finrtitdrocmdanonfrrantbe  ]Mirt  dted.) 
I  as  follows :  Artide  64.  **  This  compact 
ci  union,  leagae,  and  confederation,  sball  in  no 
wise  inteirnpt  toe  exercise  of  the  national  sov- 
weignty  of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  as 
well  as  to  what  regards  their  laws,  and  the  es- 
tablishment and  A>rm  of  their  respective  Gov- 
ernmenta,  ae  to  iehat  regat^  their  relatione  with 
other  Jbreiffn  nationeJ'*  These  latter  are  the 
words  omitted  by  the  committee,  and  the 
words  which  defeat  the  olfjeot  of  negotiating 
a  treaty  with  those  powers,  as  regards  onr  po- 
fitied  and  commerdal  oonoenu :  for  eadi  of 
these  powers  has  reserved  the  right  to  establish 
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snch  rdations  with  foreign  nations,  as  may  best 
suit  its  indindval  interest 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  object  camiot  be  at- 
tuned at  Panama,  the  qnestion  arises:  'VTbat 
objects  are  to  be  attained  by  sending  Ministers 
to  that  Congress  f  None,  sir ;  in  my  opinion, 
none ;  none,  at  least,  that  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  States.  On  the  con* 
trary,  mwAmay  bedon6toiqjare,if  nottondnr- 
onr  politicd  prospects. 

Besides,  let  me  ask,  dionld  we  send  onr  Min- 
isters to  UUB  OongrMSfin  what  capacity  and 
with  what  powers  are  they  to  attend  the  ddib- 
erations  that  may  be  held?  Sorely,  dr,  Qitj 
mast  ent^  it  dothed  with  the  same  powers 
which  the  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  are  clothed  with.  It  is  idle  to  tdl 
me  tbat  the  Representatives  of  different  nations 
woald  meet  there  dothed  with  different  pow- 
ers and  for  different  porpoeea ;  if  so,  what  coald 
they  effect !  No,  sir :  tbey  meet  there  from 
tiidr  reiqwotive  nataou,  just  as  we  meet  here 
team  onr  reqwotiva  dlsmetB;  all  eqaal,  and 
vpcai  tlie  same  footing. 

And  where  are  we  to  look  for  Hie  powers 
tbey  are  to  possess?  Why,  sir,  I  wonld  have 
said,  to  the  treaties  between  those  States ;  but 
I  am  here  met  at  the  thrediold  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  tells  as 
tbat  the  powers  of  these*  Plenipotentiaries  are 
not  derived  fnnn  those  treaties,  bat  from  their 
own  instraotioDs,  with  which  we  are  not  w> 
qaainted.  Bat,  sir,  if  their  powers  are  not  to 
be  foand  in  these  treaties,  then  am  I  thrown 
apon  the  wide  world  forcoqjectore.  Bnt,  sir, 
I  shall,  with  great  deference  for  that  gentle- 
man, assame  the  contrary  ground,  and  say  that 
they  have  no  powers,  exoq>t  those  only  whicb 
are  given  them  by  these  treaties;  for  it  is  dear- 
ly correct  to  say,  that  the  power  which  creates, 
gives  to  the  oreatare  whatever  power  it  pos- 
sesses. This  admitted,  I  ask  where  is  the 
power  which  created  this  Congress,  and  estab- 
lished the  roles  by  which  these  Plenipotentia- 
ries are  to  act  and  to  be  governed?  These 
treaties  are  the  power.  The  OoDgress  has  no 
other  creator.  And  here  let  me  mvite  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  ISth,  18th,  and 
14tir  articles  of  the  treaty  between  Col<Hnbia 
and  Chili,  where  the  first  mention  of  this  as- 
sembly Is  to  be  seen ;  (and  there  are  omre- 
qwndent  artides  in  all  the  other  tr^ies  before 
ns.) 

Article  13.  "  To  draw  more  dosdy  the  bonds 
which  ought,  in  fotnre,  to  unite  both  States, 
and  to  remove  any  diffiodty  whidi  may  pre- 
sent ifasd^  or  interrupt,  in  any  manner,  their 
good  correspondeDce  and  harmony,  an  Asssm- 
BLT  (here,  sir,  is  the  origin)  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  two  Plenipotentiaries  for  each 
party,  in  the  same  terms  and  with  the  same 
formalities,  which,  in  conformity  to  established 
osages,  ought  to  be  observed  the  aj^x^nt- 
ment  of  the  Ministers  of  equal  daas  near  the 
Governments  of  foreign  natums." 

Artide  18.  *^  Both  partieB0M^  themsdnt 
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to  interpose  tbeir  good  offices  with  the  Govem- 
menta  of  the  other  States  of  America,  formerly 
Spaoiah,  to  enter  into  this  oompaet  ^  vnim, 
hagtUf  and  emfederatvm." 

Tea,  rir,  and  thojr  hare  not  confined  them- 
Bdivea  to  the  Spanish  American  St^es  only: 
bnt  are  "  interposing  their  good  offices,"  '*  to 
Indtiee  us  to  enter  into  this  compact  of  tinion, 
leagae,  and  confederation." 

And  what  is  to  be  done  hy  the  Ministers  at 
Ais'  meeting?  We  find  the  ansver  in  the 
next  article : 

Article  14.  "  As  soon  as  the  great  object  has 
been  attained,  a  General  Assembly  of  the 
American  States  shall  be  convened,  composed 
of  their  Plenipotentiaries  with  ths  ehargt  qf  ce- 
menting, in  tAe  most  solid  manner,  the  intimate 
relaUons  which  ong^t  to  exist  between  everj 
one  of  them ;  and  who  may  serve  as  a  anmctl . 
in  the  great  wt^viiSy  as  &  raUjfiM  point  in  the 
eenmon  dangen^  as  a  fiuthfu  mterpretw  of 
th^  pnblio  treaties  when  difBculties  ooonr,  and 
as  an  umpire  and  ooaunliator  In  th^  cUspntes 
and  differences." 

This,  ur,  is  what  the  Ilenipotentiaries  will 
have  to  do  when  they  meet  at  Panama;  for 
these  treaties  are  tbeir  charter — the  constitu- 
tion which  is  to  govern  their  acts,  as  oar  Fed- 
eral constitntion  governs  oars.  So  that,  if  we 
send  oar  Uinisters  there,  Viey  too  most  be 
"  charged  with  cementing^  in  the  mott  aoUd  and 
ttable  manner^  those  intimate  relations  which 
■re  to  exist  between  than."  We,  too,  nr,  must 
assirt  In  forging  oat  those  "bmda  wmdi  are  to 
bind  them  together  in  Hub  oompaot  of  union, 
lesgoA,  and  confederation;"  and,  if  we  assist  in 
fot^ng  out  these  bonds,  we  most  become  one 
incorporate,  and  boand  by  them :  (unless,  in- 
deed, we  send  our  Plenipotentiaries  there,  only 
to  shake  hands  with  the  Plenipotentianes  of 
these  nations,  and  to  say  to  them.  We  wish  you 
well — good  bye ;  and  this,  he  suspected,  would 
be  nearly  the  amount  of  what  we  should  be 
able  to  aocomplish  so  far  as  respects  our  oom- 
meroial  interns.)  But,  if  we  are  to  be  boond 
hj  these  ties,  what  shall  we  have  dwe  f  We 
■ball  have  entered  into  an  allianoe— an  en- 
tangling alliaaoe."  And  should  Old  Bi^in.  ever 
attonpt  to  reoonqner  her  ooloidea,  mr  should 
uy  outer  power  ettunpt  to  sever  their  union, 
tiien  shall  we  be  bound  to  step  forward  and  de- 
fend them ;  and,  in  the  memorable  language  of 
Oasca,  when  he  entered  the  conspiracy  agunst 
Cmar,  the  United  States  must  "  set  her  foot  as 
&r  as  who  goes  farthest" 

But  we  are  told  by  the  Prendent  that  we  are 
to  send  our  Ministers  there  to  advise  and  con- 
salt  I  am  not,  sud  Mr.  0.,  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  law  of  nations  to  hazard  an 
(^nnion  upon  this  point ;  bat  it  does  appear  to 
me,  nr,  that  it  would  be  cause  of  just  com- 
|dunt  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  that  she  might 
consider  it  a  violation  of  thb  treaty  of  peace 
and  amity  which  now  e^dst  between  ns  and  that 
power:  fbr  it  is  a  print^e  of  mnnidpal  lav, 
and  nm,  I  j^resnma,  apjfy  equally  to  the  law 


of  natjoas,  that  the  adviser  of  a  crime  is  equally 
gailty  with  the  perpetrator.  If  A  advises  B  to 
take  the  life  of  0,  and,  in  accordance  with  this 
advice,  B  oommits  the  murder,  then  is  A  aa 
accessory  before  the  &ot,  and,  in  law,  eqnally 
gailty  with  B.  Bnt,  as  regards  natiras,  there 
are  no  accessories,  all  are  principals;  and  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that,  should  we  send  Miai»- 
tera  to  Panama,  to  advise  and  oonsnlt  with  those 
belligerent  Bepablios,  how  to  maintain  thmr 
independence  gainst  Spain,  that,  by  that  very 
act,  we  become  co-bdhgerenta.  and  must,  and 
may,  justly,  be  conudered  by  Spain  as  her  en- 
emy. To  bring  this  home  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  permit  me  to  pat  a  case,  hypothefc- 
ically.  Suppose  this  country  was  at  war  with 
Eng^d,  and  she,  in  order  the  better  to  ar- 
range some  plan  by  which  she  oould  effect  our 
overthrow,  proposed  to  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  to  send  Plenipotentiaries  to  meet  at 
some  particular  point,  designated  by  her,  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  and  advising  with  her 
how  to  aocompU^  that  object.  And  snppose 
ttuit,  in  acooroance  with  this  invitation,  those 
powers  with  whom  we  have  the  most  friendly 
intercourse,  and  between  whom  and  us  there 
exist  treaties  of  peace,  amity,  and  commerce, 
should  accept  the  invitation,  and  send  their 
Ministers  for  that  purpose — appeal  to  every 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  if  he  would  not  view 
this,  on  the  part  of  those  powers,  as  a  violation  « 
of  those  friendly  relations  which  exist  between 
us.  Gan  they  deny  that  they  would  t  And  if 
BO,  is  not  this  case  strictly  in  pcnntt  But,  rir, 
on  this  part  a£  the  argument,  I  sabndt  m  j  r^ 
matka  with  diffidrao^  fyt  the  reascn  I  bobre 
assigned. 

Mr,  RrvKS,  of  Yimnia,  then  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  MoLura's  amendment,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing i^r  the  words  "afiwesidd  Govem- 
ments,"  where  those  words  occur ; 

"  Or  any  compact  or  engagement  by  wblcb  the 
United  States  shall  be  fUdged  to  the  Spaidsb  Amer- 
ican States  to  maintain,  by  force,  the  principle  that 
no  part  of  the  American  conlinentB  is  henceforward 
subject  to  eoloniation  by  any  Eoropean  power." 

Hr.  B.  expressed  an  intention  to  address  the 
oonunittee  in  sapport  of  this  amendment,  bat,  in 
the  meanwhile,  moved  that  the  committee 

The  motion  prevfdled — a^es  04 — and  iheu  the 
committee  rose. 

Tlie  'Bssmaa  aclJonmed. 


Thitbsdxt,  April  6. 

Mission  to  Panama. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Btbvbn- 
BON,  of  Va.,  in  the  chair,  on  the  r^wrt  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  Frerident  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  IDanon  to  Panama. 

Mr.  BiTU,  who  had  a  rig^t  to  the  flow, 
Qiaving  moved  last  evening  fox  the  rising  <h 
^committee,)  being  unexpectedly  abeent  from 
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the  Hoase,  He.  Brent  addnflied  the  oommit- 
tee  as  follows: 

Mr.  Ghaimum :  There  is  <me  sid^eet  to  be 
discussed  at  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  in 
which  1  feei  a  deep  interest,  as  being  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  a  Sonthcm  State.  I 
allade  to  the  oondition  of  the  idanda  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Bioa  If  tiie  amendment  now  befiwe 
Uie  oonumttee  shookt  be  ad«>ted,  our  IGnistera 
viU  be  preraited  frim  taking  any  part,  or 
making  any  remoastranoe  apon  that  mthgeet,  and 
for  this  reason,  if  for  none  other,  I  am  opposed 
to  that  amendment.  Sir,  the  condition  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
State  of  LonlsiaDa,  one  of  whose  Bepresenta- 
tiTes  I  am,  excites  my  most  lively  anxieties. 
To  the  destiny  of  Cnba  we  are  not  indiflferent 
Oor  qrmpathiea,  our  partiality  for  free  and  in- 
dependent Governments,  make  us  not  indiffer- 
ent to  the  condition  of  our  fellow-men,  the  anb* 
Jects  of  monarchy;  onder  any  other  drcnm- 
vtances,  and  differently  sitnateo,  we  would  hail 
with  pleasure  the  independence  of  Cuba;  but 
for  reasons,  Ur,  Chainnan,  which  you,  as  a 
SoQtJiem  man,  ftel^  and  the  nation  know,  I 
ahoold  look  upon  that  event,  as  connected  with 
oar  interests  and  with  himianity,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  which,  in  the  existing  state  of 
things,  could  befall  the  Southern  States,  and 
particularly  the  State  of  Louinana.  I  need  not 
refer  to  the  population  of  Cuba  to  justify  my 
fears.  Sir,  do  yon  believe  that  If  the  Republics 
of  the  SoDtb  were  to  unite  to  &id  Cuba  in  her 
independence,  that  its  liberty  would  be  achieved, 
in  peace  and  good  fbeling  between  fdl,  and 
wiuiont  aoenes  of  rain,  horror,  and  deecdation, 
too  painful  to  be  portrayed  1  Would  not  the 
sipul  for  its  ind<»endrace  be  the  watchword 
tor  tatot^er  Meetf  And  how  oould  it  be  re- 
strained 2  Where  would  be  the  armed  fbroe  to 
ttop  the  bloody  torrent  1 

But,  let  OS  for  a  moment  suppose,  that  the 
independence  of  Cuba  could  be  effected  with- 
out an  attempt  of  a  certain  part  of  its  popula- 
tion to  attain  the  ascendency — is  it  not  reason- 
able for  us  to  suppose  that  part  of  its  popula- 
tion, as  in  the  other  Sooth  American  Bepnblics, 
would  all  be  declared  free ;  and,  if  ao,  with  the 
black  population  of  Mexico  on  the  frontier  of 
Looiaana,  and  Hajti  and  Ouba  for  neif^bors, 
what  woud  be  the  oon^tion  of  the  SonUiem 
idanters  ?  Sir,  the  very  thought  of  the  conse- 
^nces  flowing  from  such  a  state  of  things,  ex- 
cite feelings  too  heart-rending  to  be  dwelt  upon 
for  tme  moment.  Z  must  turn  from  them.  To 
prevent  sach  a  state  of  things,  and  to  remon- 
strate with  the  South  American  Republics 
against  their  lending  their  aid  to  produce  an 
event  so  filled  with  evil  to  the  Southern  States, 
sod  so  shocking  to  humanity,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  told  us  in  his  Message 
tlai,  "  the  condition  of  the  talands  of  Cuba  and 
Fbrto  Rico  is  of  deeper  import  and  more  imme- 
diate bearing  upon  thepresent  interests  end  fit- 
tore  proepecta  m  onr  Dnitm.  The  owretpond- 
CDoe  herewith  transmitted^  will  ahow  bow 
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earnestly  it  has  engaged  the  attention  of  this 
Government.  The  invasion  of  both  those  isl- 
ands, by  the  united  forces  of  Hexico  and  Co- 
lombia, is  avowedly  among  the  objects  to  be 
matureid  by  the  belligerent  States  at  Panama. 
The  convulsions  to  which,  from  the  peculiar 
eompositicHi  of  their  popolation,  they  wouW  be 
liabfe  in  the  event  of  such  an  invarion,  and  the 
danger  therefrom  resulting  of  their  falling  ulti- 
mately into  the  hands  of  some  European  power 
other  than  Spain,  will  not  admit  of  our  looking 
at  the  consequences  to  which  the  Congress  at 
Panama  may  lead,  with  indifference.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  upon  this  topic,  or  to  say 
more  than  that  all  our  efforts  in  reference  to 
this  interest,  will  be  to  preserve  the  existing 
state  of  things :  the  tranquillity  of  the  islands, 
and  the  peace  and  security  of  their  inhabi- 
tants." And  if  the  present  amendment  be 
adopted,  this  very  sobjeot,  so  interesting  to  the 
South,  will  be  excluded  from  the  iuatmetiona 
of  otu:  Uinisters.  How  mu  it  be  expected  that, 
situated  as  I  am,  and  representing  the  interests  I 
do,  I  would  advocate  an  amendment  calculated 
to  do  so  gr^tl  an  evil  to  my  constituents  ?  No, 
never,  .  Were  I  to  do  it,  I  would  be  unworthy 
of  the  station  I  now  fill. 

I  have  been  astonished,  Mr.  Ohairman,  at  the 
course  of  some  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in 
the  other  branch  of  Congress,  (for  I  suppose  I 
can  refer  to  their  speeches  as  matter  of  histo- 
ry,) in  opposing  this  mission.  Sir,  not  a  vulce 
from  the  South  ought  to  be  raised  against  it. 
It  is  suicide  to  do  it.  Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  Louisiana  alone,  of  all  the  Southern  States, 
except  Maryland,  in  the  vote  given  in  the  other 
branch  of  this  Le^atnre,  should  hare  been  in 
iavor  of  this  mission  ?  Is  it  {XMsible  that  South- 
ern men  so  far  fo^et  the  vital  interests  they 
represent,  as  to  overlook  them  for  other  ob- 
jects ?  Can  an  opposition  to  the  present  Ad- 
ministration be  so  prejudiced  as  not  to  see 
that  this  measure,  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, is  for  the  protection  of  our  Southern  in- 
terests? No,  it  ia  impossible  that  they  can 
overlook  it,  if  they  divest  themselves  of  all 
prejudices,  and  cidmly  look  at  the  attitude 
affidrs. 

To  contradict  the  assertions  which  have  gone 
abroad  in  the  public  prints  and  otherwise,  and 
have  been  repeated  in  this  Hall,  that,  as  re- 
gards Cuba,  tne  Administration  is  friendly  to 
the  views  of  the  South  American  Republics, 
and  that  this  mis^on  will  lead  to  this  Govern- 
ment's lending  their  aid  in  that  way,  to  do  an 
injury  to  the  Southern  interests,  I  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  in  which  he  disclt^es  his  views 
upon  the  Bubject,  and  clearly  refutes  the  uio- 
tives  attempted  to  be  attributed  to  him,  and 
conclusively  shows  that  the  object  of  the  Ad- 
ministration is  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  change 
in  Uie  condition  of  Cuba,  in  any  manner  what* 
soever,  and  thereby  to  protect  our  interests,  in- 
atmd  of  destroying  them.  His  words  are,  and 
I  have  referred  to  them  before :  "  The  umvul- 
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rfons  to  which,  from  the  peculiar  comporition 
of  their  population,  [allndinff  to  Gaba  and  Porto 
Rico,]  they  would  be  liable  in  the  event  of  such 
an  invasion,  and  the  danger  therefrom  resulting 
of  their  iklling  ultimately  into  the  hands  of 
some  European  power,  other  than  Spain,  will 
not  admit  of  our  looking  at  the  consequences  to 
which  the  Congress  at  Panama  may  lead^  with 
indifference.  It  is  onneoessary  to  enlarge  npon 
this  topic ;  or  to  aaj  more  than  Uiat  all  our  ef- 
forts in  reference  to  tbis  Interest,  [meaning  the 
Sonthem,]  wiH  be  to  preserve  tiie  existing  state 
of  things,  the  tranqnlflity  of  the  islands,  and  the 
peace  and  security  of  their  inhabitants." 

After  this  fair,  manly  espoution  of  the  views 
of  the  Administration,  how  can  gentlemen  mis- 
construe the  real  motives  which  govern  in  this 
oaaet  I  much  fear,  Hr.  Gb^rman,  that  the 
impolitic  opx>osition  made  to  this  mission,  has 
before  this  sealed  the  fate  of  Caba.  It  has  been 
delayed  by  tiie  very  interest  which  ought  to 
have  hastened  it.  Two  months  soouot  and  the 
firm  remonstrance  of  our  Government  against 
any  interferenoe  of  the  Bepublica,  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Gnba,  might  have  produced  fdl  theben- 
^dal  eflbots  we  could  hope  tot.  If  ^e  reports 
we  have  lately  received  yfrom  Oampeaohy  be 
tnie,  of  a  targe  force  having  assembled  to  make 
an  ^tack  on  Cuba,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Bepublios  of  Hezioo  and  Oolombia,  I  fear  the 
patriotic  exertions  of  the  President  to  stay  the 
blow,  will  be  too  late.  If  so,  what  will  or  can 
the  opposers  of  this  wise  and  salutary  measure 
say,  to  jnstify  themselves  to  the  American  peo- 
ple f  Sir,  gentlemen  may  declaim  and  fret,  and 
the  opposition  may  resort  to  what  schemes  and 
inti^es  thoy  please,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Ad- 
minlstra^n  npon  this  sol^eet,  and  overwfadm 
its  oppoeen  with  shame  and  conftidon.  Bir, 
tiie  people  are  not  to  be  driven ;  they  will  fol- 
low their  own  Judgments,  formed  from  sober 
reflection,  and  the  best  considerations,  for  their 
country's  good.  They  may,  for  a  time,  be  hur- 
ried away  by  the  enthusiasm  of  their  character, 
bot  they  soon  return  to  their  better  judgments;' 
and  whenever  a  measure,  like  the  present,  is 
calculated  to  promote  their  interests,  to  protect 
the  principles  of  liberty,  upon  which  their  hap- 
py Government  is  founded,  and  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  their  fellbw-men  throughout 
the  world,  they  will  always  approve  of  it;  and 
he  who  nndertAkes  to  deoeire  them,  deoeiree 
himselt 

Mr.  BnrsB  said  he  was  admoniahed,  by  erery 

Consideration  of  a  personal  nature,  to  abstain 
from  any  partidpfdion  in  the  present  discussion. 
Ko  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  himself 
how  little  ability  he  possessed,  at  any  time,  to 
afeiflt  the  deliberations  of  this  House,  and  that 
ability,  small  as  it  was  at  all  times,  was  now 
materially  lessened  by  the  effects  of  tong-oon- 
tinued  infirmity.  Nevertheless,  he  was  n^d, 
by  an  impulse  which  he  conid  not  rraist,  to  say 
something  upon  &e  present  occasion.  The 
motives  w  poblio  men,  for  the  part  they  shall 
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act  in  reference  to  tiiia  subject,  have  been,  and 
win  be,  drawn  into  question.  While,  on  the 
one  band,  servility  and  sabservience  may  be 
attributed  to  those  who  shall  support  the  mea»- 
nre,  (be  was  not  aware  that  such  an  imputation 
had  been  made,  and  he  was,  certainly,  very  for 
from  making  it  himself,)  on  the  otiier  hand,  we 
know  that  those  who  cannot  bring  their  minds 
to  approve  it,  tat  all  the  latitude  of  its  various 
objects,  have  been  aooused  of  being  actoated 
by  a  spirit  of  flections  oppomtlon  to  the  present 
AdministratioD.  This  ounrideration  natnrallx 
made  one  dedrous  of  placing  his  opinions,  and 
ttie  grounds  of  them,  before  the  world,  that 
tbey  might  speak  for  themselves,  and  that  it 
might  Im  seen  tiiat  tbey  have,  at  least,  a 
sufficient  foundation,  in  reason,  to  exempt  them 
from  the  suspicion  of  oi^inating  in  personal 
and  unworthy  motives.  Bat  this  is  not  all. 
The  subject  itself  is  one  of  the  deepest  interest. 
No  qaestton  has  arisen,  in  my  opinion,  said 
Mr.  K,  since  wo  assumed  our  equal  rank  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  not  excepting  the  late 
dedaratioD  of  war  ^idnst  Great  Bribun,  tuatai 
and  momentous  as  that  was,  which  UTolves 
more  important  oonseqnenoee  to  the  peace, 
happiness,  and  free  pditical  institutions  of  this 
conntry.  The  measure  proposed  is  an  acknowl- 
edged departure  from  the  unifbrm  and  settled 
policy  pursued .  by  this  Government  in  times 
past— a  policy,  in  the  observance  of  which,  we 
have  reaped  the.  most  abundant  fruits  of  pros- 
perity and  honor.  It  seeks  to  introduce  a  new 
system  in  the  conduct  and  adjustment  of  our 
foreign  relations.  While  we  profess  to  coltivato 
"peace,  commerce,  and  honest  friendship,"  with 
all  notions,  this  system  proposes  to  connect  as, 
by  ties  of  a  more  intimate  and  fraternal  charac- 
ter, with  the  nations  of  one-half  of  the  globe, 
by  which  we  are  to  be  segregated  from,  and, 
in  a  manner,  arrayed  against,  those  of  the  other 
half;  by  which  we  are  to  make  common  cause 
with  the  former,  in  the  defence  of  their  new- 
bom,  and  yet  precarious  independence ;  and,  in 
abort,  to  identify  our  interests,  and  unite  oar 
destinies,  with  theirs. 

If  this  be  the  true  character  of  the  measure 
now  under  consideration,  and,  in  my  conscience 
I  most  soletnnly  believe  that  it  is,  it  becomes  us 
to  weigli  it  well  before  wo  ^ve  it  the  irrevocable 
sanction  of  our  votes  in  this  Hall.  That  we 
have  the  right  thus  ftt^ely  to  deliberate  upon  it, 
has  not  yet  been  openly  questioned,  in  the 

aress  of  this  discussion ;  bat  the  ides  hat 
sDggested,  in  oonversation,  that,  as  the 
constitution  has  confided  to  the  President  and 
Senate  the  power  of  making  appointments,  and 
OB  Ministers  to  Panama  have  men  appointed  by 
them,  we  have  no  longer  any  discretion  upon 
the  subject,  but  are  bound  to  make  the  appro- 
priations necessary  for  defraying  the  exytetises 
of  the  mission.  Sucb,  sir,  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  President  himself,  who  has  shown  no 
disposition  to  concede,  with  too  much  facility, 
powers  to  other  departments  of  the  Oovem- 
ment|  in  derogation  of  his  own.    In  his 
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Venage,  both  to  this  House  and  the  Senate,  be 
nbmits  the  sabjeot  to  the free  detenDination" 
tfT  tbe  lAg^slatDre.  Neitbu-  was  this  the  doo* 
trine  of  this  Honse,  in  '96,  -irben  these  seats 
were  filled  with  some  of  the  wisest  men  who 
have  adorned  anj  portion  of  onr  annals.  On 
dut  oooadon,  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  in 
a  moch  more  donbtfdl  case — ^In  the  case  of  a 
treaty  which  had  been  dnly  ratified — affirmed 
their  r^t,  in  tbe  freest  and  follest  manner,  to 
grant  w  wiUiiu^  an  apprqimatioa  of  money, 
or  aay  other  aot  neceasary  to  carry  the  treaty 
into  cAbet.  A  treaty  Is  a  mutual  and  e<dMnn 
eontTM^  between  two  parlies;  and,  when  it 
btts  been  oongummated,  with  all  the  forms 
m-eseribed  by  the  constitntion,  there  is  plansi- 
bifi^,  at  least,  in  contending  that  it  biods  tbe 
finth  of  the  nation,  and  is  obligatory  npon  all 
the  anthorities  of  the  Govemment.  Bat  the 
appointment  of  Ministers  is  an  act  confined  to 
one  party  only,  inferring  no  obligation  to  any 
otbu- ;  uid  there  can  be  no  gronnd  for  saying 
that  tbe  &ith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  by  it. 
Bat,  sr,  why  need  I  dwell  npon  this  objeotionf 
Have  we  been  engaged  in  a  solemn  farce  for 
tbe  iaab  two  montuf  Whwefbre  hare  we 
Tweated  uU  after  call  npon  the  EnootiTe,  for 
Infimiation,  and  reeflived  from  tbe  Execotive 
eonmmnicstion  after  c«mnimioati«i.  In  rela- 
tioa  to  ^is  snl^ect,  if  not  to  enable  ns  to 
dedde  whether  we  would  or  wonld  not  grant 
the  appropriation  which  has  been  asked  of  us  I 
Did  it  n^d  all  this  preparation  to  qnalify  as 
for  an  act  which  we  were  bonnd^  in  any  event, 
to  perform  t  Was  it  proper,  on  tiie  one  part,  to 
afik,  or,  on  the  other,  to  give,  so  mnch  light,  if 
we  were  compelled,  blindly  and  imjdicitly,  to 
sKootion  the  measnre  proposed  ? 

In  deciding  the  question  snbmitted  to-  na, 
then,  we  most  dumiss  all  eztraneons  omsidenv- 
titHB,  and  lof^  exolaavely  to  the  Intrinde  merita 
of  the  measore  itaeU^  ot,  in  otlter  words,  to  the 
eharaoter  of  tbe  oUet^  proposed  to  be  ao- 
eomplished  by  it.  So  many  and  snch  various 
objects  have  been  suggested  as  the  motives  of 
tfau  eitraotdinaiy  measure,  that  the  mind  is 
bewildered  and  lost  in  confusion,  amid  their 
nnltipltoity ;  and  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
fix  the  attention  long  enon^  upon  any  one  of  \ 
than,  to  estimate  its  precise  Ijeanng  on  the 
general  proposition.  Bat,  in  reviewing  them 
again  and  again,  my  attention  has  been  forcibly 
anested  by  two,  ^  a  character  so  portentous 
to  tiie  peace  and  b^pinees  <tf  the  country, 
tiiat,  were  all  the  rest  not  only  innocent  and 
life,  bat  in  the  highest  d^ree  UBeftd  and  im- 
'portentf  I  coold  not  lend  my  eononrrenoe  to 
tbe  meaaore^  while  thejf  continued  to  be  em- 
kneed  within  its  aoope.  The  two  objects 
aOoded  to,  are  resistance  to  tbe  interference  of 
any  third  power  in  the  quarrel  between  Spain 
and  her  late  colonies,  and  opposition  to  all 
fata  re  colonization  on  eitber  continent  of 
America.  So  general  seems  to  be  the  imprea- 
tiaa  of  the  danger  and  inexpediency  of  eommit- 
iiag  oonelrei^  in  relation  to  these  topics,  that 
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tbe  oonrideration  of  the  propriety  of  the  mis- 
sion to  Panama,  with  a  large  minority  of  per- 
sons, has  assumed  tbe  shape  of  an  inquiry 
whether  we  are  likely  to  ie  to  e<mmitted~wt 
whe^tr  me  ought  to  he.  Some  of  the  ft-iends  of 
the  misaon  eamestiy  deny  that  there  is  any 
reason  to  apprehend  that  we  shall  be  committed 
npon  these  topics,  by  any  thing  proposed  to  be 
done  at  Panama,  while  others,  who  have  more 
carefully  explored  the  evidence,  observe  a  dis- 
creet silence  npon  t^e  subject.  Althou^  these 
topics  evidently  oonstitntod  tiie  or^imd  induce- 
ment, the  prhnnm  mobile  of  the  invitation 
given  us  to  attend  the  Oongresa  at  Panama, 
yet,  in  the  elaborate  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  there  is  not  the  slightest  alln< 
sion  to  them.  In  the  Message  of  the  President 
althongh  alluded  to,  they  are  overl^d  aud  smoth- 
ered by  other  matter ;  and  there  is  a  manifest 
thinnest  in  approaching  them,  on  this  floor. 

How  it  has  happened  that  these  objeots, 
which  originally  stood  in  the  front  of  the  pic- 
tore,  have  been  thus  shifted  to  tbe  back- 
ground, where  they  are  almost  loet  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  distance,  it  ia  not  for  me  to  ex- 
plain ;  but,  believing  that  th^  are  all-imp<HV 
tant  in  giving  its  tme  diaraoter  and  exprenirai 
to  tiie^tfM,  I  shall  bring  th^  forward,  in  full 
relief,  to  their  proper  position  upon  tiie  canvas. 
I  shall  undertake  to  prove,  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  documents  in  onr  possession,  that, 
if  Minuters  are  sent  to  the  Oongress  at  Pana- 
ma, onr  Government  is  committed  to  take  part 
in  its  deliberations,  relating  to  these  objects — 
that  they  are  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  ob- 
jects, in  which  our  participation  was  sought, 
oy  the  States  who  invited  onr  attendance — and 
tltat  tlie  result  of  our  participation  in  them  will 
most  probably  be  the  adoption  of  measnres  en- 
dangering tbe  future  peace  of  the  country.  In 
the  prosecution  of  thu  plan,  it  will  be  beside 
my  purpose  to  inquire  how  far  a  Congress, 
which  has  the  power  to  "fix"  and  ''deter- 
mine" the  respective  military  and  naval  con-' 
tingents,  or  their  equivalents,  which  are  to  be 
fornished  by  parties  engaged  in  a  common  war, 
which  has,  too,  the  farther  power  of  "  inter- 
preting the  treaties  '*  that  may  be  made,  and  of 

arbitrating  the  differences"  that  may  arise 
among  tiiose  parties,  can  be  justly  denominated 
a  diptOTnatie  meeting,  or  a  eonmltatite  'body^ 
merely.  Whether  the  Congress  be  sovereign 
or  consnltative,  le^lative  or  diplomatic,  still 
the  objeots  I  have  todioated  are  to  be  acted 
upon  by  it,  and  in  a  manner  exposing  the  peace 
of  tiie  nation  to  the  most  serious  hazarda.  Nor 
aball  I  inquire  how  &r  it  is  consistent  with  onr 
professions  of  nentrality,  in  the  existing  war 
between  Spain  and  her  late  colonies,  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  a  Congress,  which 
has  evidently  grown  out  of  the  exigeneie$  of 
that  lear,  and  the  avowed  and  leading  object  of 
which  is  to  combine  the  resources,  and  to  unite 
tbe  efforts  of  the  belligerents  on  one  side,  in  a 
more  fiigor&VM  proaeeution  of  it — a  Congress, 
too,  whose  oocaaoual  aecret  sittings,  as  thej 
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would  afforA  a  conveDient  cover  for  oar  partici- 
patioQ  in.  its  hostile  deliberations,  might  well 
excite  suspicions  as  to  the  good  faith  with 
which  we  observed  oar  dedaration,  not  to 
^are  in  its  counsels  of  that  character.  I  shall 
also  forbear  to  consider  any  of  t^e  varioua  ob- 
jeda,  other  than  those  I  have  alreadj  referred 
to,  whidi  have  been  suggested  as  proper  for 
our  joint  consultations,  in  the  Oongresa  of  Pan- 
ama. All  those  objects,  in  mj  opinion,  have 
been  shown  to  be  useless,  impertinent,  mis- 
ohievons,  tmpraotlcable,  or  attunable,  with 
equal  advantage,  in  the  nsnal  mode  of  diplo- . 
matio  negotiation.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  mj 
purpose,  if  I  establish  the  propositions  I  have 
ondertaken  to  maintain,  in  relation  to  the  two 
prominent  objeeti  (so  far  as  we  are  concerned) 
of  the  Oongress  at  Panama,  found  in  the  means 
of  r€$i*ting  the  interference  of  anj  third 
power,  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  the 
Bonthem  Bepnbllcs,  and  the  mom  of  opponng 
eolonizadon  on  either  consent  of  Anwioa. 

My  first  proposition  la,  thi^  If  we  send  Ifin- 
iaters  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  our  Govern- 
ment stands  committed  to  take  part  in  its  delib- 
erations relating  to  these  objects.  Now,  sir,  to 
determine  this  point,  let  us  refer  to  the  terms 
of  the  invitation,  addressed  to  us,  and  the  terms 
of  its  acceptance.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the 
committee,  that  the  Sianisters  of  Mexico  and 
Ot^ombia,  justly  doubting  how  far  it  would 
consist  witJi  the  policy  heretofore  pursued  by 
oar  GoTenunent,  to  accept  an  invitation  to  the 
Congress  at  Panama,  previoody  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  know  whether  "it  would 
be  agreeable  or  not  to  the  United  States  to  re- 
ceive such  an  invitation."  The  delicacy  which 
marked  the  oondact  of  these  Ministers  is  ^ighly 
hcHKirable  to  them.  Their  otgect  was  to  leave 
ns  wMntdorroiMfZ  1^  the  oonttderation  of  the 
wishes  or  feelings  of  their  Govemmenta,  and 
in  a  condition  of  perfect  freedom,  to  decide  ac- 
cording to  our  oun  tiewt  of  our  own  tntereati. 
The  Secretary  of  State  informed  them  that  the 
President  believed  that  the  proposed  Congress 
might  be  highly  useful  in  several  respects,  but 
thought  it  expedient  to  adjust  befocahand  cer- 
tain preUminory  points,  such  as  "  tA«  tub}teta  to 
wMea  the  atUntum  of  the  Congrut  mu  to  be 
direoted,^^  and  some  other  matters  o(  a  similar 
character;  and  added,  that,  if  tiiese  points 
could  be  arranged  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States,  the  President  would  be  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  proffered  invitations.  For 
the  purpose  of  satis^lng  this  requisition,  more 
particularly  aa  it  regarded  the  subjects  of  de- 
liberation iu  the  proposed  Congress,  the  Mexi- 
can and  Colombian  Ministers  addressed  to  Mr. 
Clay  their  respective  letters  of  the  2d  and  8d 
of  November.  What,  sir,  does  the  Mexican 
Minister  soy  ?  The  following  extract  from  his 
letter  will  show:  "The  Government  of  the 
aobscriber  never  supposed  nor  denied,  that  the 
United  Btatea  of  America  wwdd  take  part  in 
the  Congreaa  abont  to  be  held,  in  other  matters 
than  those  which,  from  their  nature  and  im- 


portanoe,  the  late  Administradtm  pointed  onjt 
and  characterized  as  being  of  general  interett 
to  the  Continent:  for  which  reason,  one  of  the 
enbjeots  which  will  occapy  the  attention  of  the 
Consrefli,  will  be  the  reeiatmee  or  t^poaiUoii 
to  the  interference  oi  anj  neutral  nmon,  in 
the  question  and  war  of  independence,  between 
the  new  powers  of  the  Continent  and  Spain. 
The  Government  of  the  ouderrigned  a^reltenda^ 
Uiat,  as  the  powers  of  America  are  o/  accord  a» 
to  reaiatanee,  it  behooves  them  to  discnas  the 
means  of  giving  to  that  resistance  all  possible 
force,  that  the  evil  may  be  met,  if  it  cannot  be 
avoided ;  and  the  only  means  of  accomplishing 
this  object  is,  by  a  previous  concert  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  each  of  them  ^all  lend  its  co- 
operation :  for,  otherwise,  resistance  woald  op- 
erate but  partially,  and  in  a  manner  much  leas 
certain  and  effiM^ve.  The  opposition  to  colo- 
nization in  America,  by  the  j^in^Man  powen, 
will  be  another  <^  the  qoestaons  whidi  may  he 
disenased,  and  which  u  in  like  predicament 
with  the  foregoing.  After  these  two  jwrM^tof 
eubjeete,  the  Bepreaentatives  of  the  United 
St^es  of  America  may  be  occupied  upon  oth- 
ers, to  which  the  existence  of  the  new  States 
may  give  rise;  and  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
point  out  or  enumerate ;  for  which  the  Gor- 
emment  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico  will 
give  instructions,  and  ample  powers  to  its  com- 
missioners, and  it  trusts  that  those  from  the 
other  powers  may  bear  the  same."  And 
agiun :  To  which  end,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  tenor  of  the  ccmversationB  held  with  the 
hmorable  Secretary  of  State,  the  aoderwrittot 
Minister  Plenipotentaaiy  inWtes  this  Oorem- 
ment  to  send  Representatives  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  with  authorities  as  aforesaid,  and 
with  express  instructions  in  their  credentials 
upon  the  two  prineipal  gueetiona;  in  which 
step  be  is  likewise  joined  by  the  Minister  of 
Colombia,  and  with  which  he  trusts  he  has  ful- 
filled all  that  was  stipulated  to  this  end.** 
Now,  sir,  let  ns  see  the  language  of  Mr.  CIay> 
answer.  He  says,  The  President  has  there- 
fore  resolved,  should  the  Senate  of  tiie  United 
States,  now  expected  to  assemUe  in  a  few 
days,  (^Tc  their  advice  and  consent,  to  send 
conunisrioners  to  tlie  Cimgms  ni  Fsnamn. 
Whilst  they  will  not  be  authorized  to  enter 
upon  any  deliberations,  or  to  concur  in  any 
acts,  inconsistent  with  the  preaent  nentral  posi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  its  ohligation& 
they  will  be  fhlly  empowered  and  instructed 
upon  all  questions  likely  to  arise  in  the  Coo- 
^ress  on  atibjeeta  in  tohuA  the  nationa  of  Amor- 
tea  have  a  common  iiiterett.^* 

My  next  proposition  is,  that  these  subjects, 
however,  or  for  whatever  reason  they  may 
have  been  kept  oat  of  sight  recently,  are  tlie 
principal,  if  not  the  only  subjects  in  which 
our  participation  was  denied  by  the  States 
who  invited  onr  attendance  at  tlie  Gonneas  of 
Panama.  In  the  extract  I  have  already  read 
to  the  committee,  ttcm  the  Irtter  of  the  Ifod- 
can  IG^ater,  he  exswesdy  atgrke  them  th« 
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two  principal  BoiijeoU"  forconsoltatiffli  wtth 
tlie  United  States;  and  indeed  they  are  the 
only  subjects  specified  by  him.  It  is  true  that 
the  Colombian  Minister  anggests,  in  a  lo<we  and 
generd  way,  some  other  subjects,  which  might 
engage  the  attention  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Congress  of  Fanuna,  Bnt  he  dwells  on 
these  two  with  particular  and  emphatic  ear- 
Destnesa,  as  points  of  great  interest,"  and 
"  of  immediate  utility  to  tite  American  States 
that  are  at  war  witii  Spun,"  and  strongly  ap- 
|wals  to  tha  eo-operation  of  this  Govmimmt 
m  relation  to  them. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  from  what  has  already 
IMssed  between  our  Government  and  the  Span- 
ish American  States,  that  the  result  of  onr  par- 
ticipation in  these  subjects  at  the  Congress  of 
Panama,  will  be  the  adoption  of  measures  en- 
dangering the  future  peace  of  the  country.  Sir, 
the  primnpU  of  resiatance  by  force  is  already 
agreed  upon.  Nothing  remains  but  to  adjust 
the  detaita  connected  with  its  execution,  ana  to 
eoDBommate  the  und^tandinff  which  has 
already  taken  place  by  entering  into  a  formal 
evMMeC.  the  veij  proniant  extract  from 
the  letter  <tf  the  MezusBn  Minister,  to  which  I 
haTe  afaea^  had  occasion  twice  to  refer,  he 
aqrs,  "as  tlw  powers  of  America  am  of  aeeord 
at  to  rmttanee^"  it  behooves  them  "  to  diBcnss 
the  means  of  giving  to  that  retutanea  all  possi- 
ble foree^''  and  to  determine  by  a  "  previous 
concert,  in  what  mode  each  party  is  to  lend  its 
eo-operation and  we  are  invited  to  the  Con- 
gress at  Panama  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
npoQ  this  "^scussion,"  and  arranging  the 
terms  of  this  "ooncert,"  or  system  of  "co- 
operation." Now  let  us  see  what  the  Colom- 
bian Hinister  says :  "  The  manner  in  which  all 
colonizatiou  of  European  powers  on  the  Amer- 
ican Ccwtinait  shall  be  nnc(«2,  and  their  inter- 
lerence  in  the  present  contest  between  Spain 
nd  her  &rnur  otrfoniee  prevented,  are  other 
points  of  ^reot  tntMVft.  Were  it  proper,  an 
eventaal  aUiance,  in  case  these  events  should 
ooenr,  which  is  within  the  range  of  possibili- 
ties, and  the  treaty,  of  which  no  use  anoold  be 
made  until  t^e  casus  fosderis  should  happen,  to 
zemain  secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  prema- 
ture, a  c^mvention  so  anticipated  would  be 
ferent  means  to  secure  the  same  end  of  pre- 
venting foreign  influence.  This  is  a  mattra  of 
immediate  utility  to  the  American  States  that 
are  at  war  with  Spain,  and  is  in  aeeordanee 
loitk  tAe  repeated  deelaratioM  and  proteatt 
ti«  (kMm%  at  WaaMni/Um.  Ilie  oonferences 
hdd  im  this  snltleet  bdng  umfidnitJal,  would 
increase  mutual  fHenddiip,  and  promote  the 
napeotive  interests  <tf  the  parties."  The  Seo- 
ntary  of  State,  in  Ids  answv  to  these  letters, 
does  not  express  any  diment  fwm.  the  propon- 
tioos  or  statemrats  contdned  in  them ;  from 
which  I  will  not  argue,  although  I  might  do  so 
with  great  plauKhuity,  that  he  is  to  be  consid- 
fsed  as  aetentitig  to  the  partionlar  meamre  <f 
fsfuy  Bo^gested  in  the  extaaot  last  read.  Bi^ 


this  I  do  contend  for :  tiiat,  so  fiu*  as  those  let- 
ters undertake  to  state  matters  of  faet,  the 
omission  of  the  Secretary  to  qualify  or  deny,  is 
a  AiIl  admission  of  them.  It  is  a  mle  of  famil- 
iar application,  in  the  investigation  evidence, 
in  private  controversies,  that  whatever  is 
affirmed  by  one  party,  in  the  presence  of  the 
other,  and  not  denied,  is  considered  as  admitted 
by  the  latter,  and  has  all  tiie  effect  of  a  positive 
em^fesrion  agfunst  him.  Now,  what  is  this 
case  f  The  Mexacan  Uinister  says,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Olajy  "  The  powers  (rf  America,"  (in- 
chidiDg  the  United  States,  of  course,)  "  are 
aeeord  as  to  remttaoM.''*  The  Colconbian  Hln- 
ister,  after  suggesting  a  particular  measure,  to 
secure  the  jomt  efforts  of  the  parties  in  this 
resistance,  says ;  "  This  is  in  accordance  with 
tlie  repeated  dedarationa  and  protest*  of  the 
Cabinet  at  Washington.''''  Mr.  Clay  does  not 
gainsay  either  of  these  assertions,  and  does, 
therefore,  in  effect,  admit  them  to  be  true. 

But,  sir,  we  have  direct  and  positive  evidence 
upon  this  subject,  under  the  hand  of  the  Sec- 
retary himself.  In  our  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  the  Spanish  American  States,  he  has 
treated  and  held  out  to  them  certain  vague  and 
OTBculw  expresnons,  in  a  Message  of  Uie  late 
President,  as  a  plodg*^  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  not  to  jwrmtt  any  interference^  the 
European  powers  in  the  war  between  tiiem  and 
the  mother  country.  When,  during  the  last 
summer,  a  French  fleet  appeared  in  the  West 
Indies,  with  the  supposed  design  of  taking  pos- 
session of  the  islaa<u  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
and  an  appeal  was  made  to  os  by  those  States 
to  interpose  in  their  behalf,  Mr.  Clay  rccorred 
to  this  " memorable  pledge"  as  he  expressly 
calls  it,  and  in  fulfilment  and  practical  recogni- 
tion oif  it  as  a  pledge  in  fact,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brown,  our  Minister  to  France,  inBtmcting  him 
to  say  to  that  Goveniment,  that  we  "could  not 
consent  to  the  occupation  of  those  islands  by 
any  European  power  other  than  Spun,  under 
any  contingency  whatever."  He  afterwards 
communicated  a  copy  of  tiiis  letter  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  otir  Minister  to  Mexico,  and  author- 
ised him  to  read  it  to  Uie  functionaries  of  that 
Government  as  an  interpretation  of  our  policy 
towards  the  States  of  Spanish  America,  and 
"  what  tee  were^epared  to  do  "  in  their  behalf. 
If  this  proceeding  does  not  commit  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  (so  far  as  they  have 
power  to  decide  the  question,)  to  the  point  of 
resistance,  upon  the  happening  of  a  certain 
event,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
oould  have  such  an  eflltect 

We  have  heretofore  seen  that  onr  Minister  to 
Mexico,  acting  under  the  authority  of,  and  in 
presumed  obedience  to,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
had  stated  to  that  Government  "tliat  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  pledged  themselves  not  to  permit 
any  third  power  to  interfere  either  with  the 
independence  or  form  of  Government  of  the 
new  States."  But  we  are  now  told  by  the  Sec- 
retary, that  the  "  United  States  have  made  no 
;  Bach  pledge ;"  or,  as  he  ex^ains  himself  have 
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eoniraeted  no  engagemmt"  to  that  efSect.  Sir, 
I  never  sapjwsed  that  any  treaty  Iiad  been  en- 
tered into  witli  these  States,  by  which  we  were 
bound  to  maintain  their  independenco ;  and 
thia  i3  all  that  the  assertion  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  amoanis  to.  It  does  not  contradict  the 
idea  that  official  deelaratiom  have  been  made, 
and  format  asturancM  of  mpport  given  to  these 
Governments  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  examine 
Uie  doonments  before  na  with  an  impartial  eye, 
and  diagaise  from  himself  tiie  fact,  that  it  is  a 
thing  peifeotly  vndantood  and  agreed  between 
the  ^plomatic  Ainotionaries  of  this  and  the 
Spanish  American  Oovemments^  that  all  Amer- 
ica is  to  make  a  eommon  cautt  m  maintuning, 
by  force,  the  doctrines  of  a  new  public  code, 
which  Mr.  Clay  (feeling  that  new  things  re- 
quire new  names)  calls  "  intercontinental,"  not 
mternational,  law ; "  and  the  purpose  for 
which  we  are  summoned  to  the  Oongress  of 
Panama,  is,  to  carry  this  understanding  into 
effect,  by  entering  into  formal  conventional 
stipulations  upon  we  subject.  Now,  sir,  let  us 
inquire  what  will  probably  be  the  nature  and 
eroct  of  these  stipiuatioiu,  as  regards  the  Unit- 
ed States.  We  faaTe  seen  that  one  of  tbe 
Spanish  American  Hinistera  has  so^ested  an 
"  eventual  alliuice,  to  be  kept  secret  until  tbe 
eamu  ftederit  occurs,"  as  proper  to  be  adopted. 
Another,  without  pointi^  ont  any  particular 
form  of  agreement,  insists,  in  general,  upon  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  "previous  con- 
cert," or  plan  of  "  co-operation."  Let  ns  now 
see  what  are  the  views  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment upon  this  snbject ;  and,  for  that  purpose, 
I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  committee  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  House.  He  says:  The  late  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  in  Us  Ifessage  to 
Congress  of  the  fld  of  December,  182S,  while 
annonndng  the  negotiation  thai  pending  with 
Russia,  relating  to  the  northwest  coast  of  this 
continent,  observed,. that  the  oocadon  of  the 
discuauon  to  which  that  incident  had  given 
rise,  had  been  taken  for  asserting  as  a  princi- 
ple, in  which  the  rights  wad  interests  of  the 
United  States  were  involved,  that  the  Ameri- 
can oontinents,  by  the  fre^  and  independent 
condition  which  they  had  assumed  and  main- 
tained, were,  thenceforward,  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  subjects  for  future  colonization,  by  any 
European  power.  Tbe  principle  had  first  l>een 
aasamed  in  tiie  negotUtion  with  Kassia.  It 
rested  upon  a  oonrse  of  reaswing  ei^ually  am- 
ple and  conclusive.  With  the  exo^ion  of  tbe 
cnsting  European  colonies,  which  it  was  in  n<> 
wiae  intended  to  disturb,  the  two  oontinents 
consisted  of  several  sovereign  and  independent 
nations,  vAcw  terrUorie*  covered  ^eir  whole 
wrface.  By  this,  their  independent  condition, 
the  United  States  eqjoyed  the  right  of  conuner- 
oial  intoroouree  with  evray  part  of  tiieir  pos- 
sessions. To  attempt  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  in  those  possessions,  would  be  to  usurp, 
to  the  endoni»  of  others^  a  omnmeroial  iutw- 


[AruL,  1B26. 

course  which  was  the  ctmunon  possession  of 
all.  It  ooold  not  be  done  without  encroaching 
upon  existing  rights  of  the  pnited  States.  The 
Government  of  Kussia  has  never  dlqiuted  these 
positions,  nor  manifested  the  slightest  dissatia- 
iaotioa  at  their  having  been  taken.  Most  of 
the  new  American  Itepublioe  have  declared 
tiieir  entire  assent  to  them ;  and  they  now  pro- 
pose, among  the  flul^eots  of  oonanltation  at 
Panama^  to  take  into  connderatitm  the  means 
of  making  effiBotaal  the  asseitiw  of  that  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  means  (^reusting  intwfer- 
ence  from  abroad,  with  the  domestic  eonoems 
of  the  American  Governments.  In  aUnding  to 
these  means,  it  would  obviously  be  premature 
at  this  time  to  anticipate  that  which  is  offered 
merely  as  matter  for  oonsnltation ;  or  to  pro- 
nounce upon  those  measures  which  have  been 
or  may  be  suggested.  The  pnrpose  of  this 
Government  is,  to  concur  in  none  which  wonld 
import  hostility  to  Europe,  or  Justiy  excite  re- 
sentment in  any  of  her  States.  Should  it  be 
advisable  to  contract  any  conventional  engage- 
ment on  this  topic,  our  views  would  extend  no 
further  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  parties 
to  the  ocnnpaot  to  maintaio  tbe  printaple  in  ap- 
plication to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
c(donial  lodgements  or  establishment  of  Etir&- 
pean  jurisdiction  upon  its  own  soil ;  and,  witli 
respect  to  the  obtrusive  interference  from 
abroad,  if  its  future  character  may  be  inferred 
from  that  which  has  been,  «id  perhaps  still  is 
exercised  in  more  than  (me  of  tbe  new  StateSi 
a  joint  declaration  of  its  character,  and  expo- 
sure of  it  to  the  world,  may  )>e  ^bably  all 
that  the  occasion  would  require.  Whether  the 
United  States  should  or  shonld  not  be  parties 
to  such  a  declaration,  may  justiy  form  a  part 
the  deliberation.  That  thwe  is  an  evU  to  be 
remedied,  needs  little  inright  into  tiie  secret  hia- 
tory  d  late  years  to  know,  and  tiiat  tliis  rtuaedf 
may  best  be  concerted  at  tiie  Panama  meeting, 
deserves  at  least  the  experiment  of  CMisidm^ 
tion." 

Let  us  now  see  what  be  snggests,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  of  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  affairs  of  Spanish  America.  "  A  jmnt 
declaration  of  its  character,  and  expomre  of  it 
to  the  world,  may  be  probably  all  that  the  oc- 
casion would  require.^'  The  nature  and  effect 
of  this  proposition  deserves  to  be  profoondlj 
considered.  Should  tiie  Untied  States  concor 
in  such  a  declaration,  in  what  sitnation  wonld 
the  natim  then  stand?  Wonld  tiny  not  be 
commuted  to  support  it  hy  fmtf  A  dedar*- 
tion  of  the  sort  proposed,  is  no  Wo  vcMmC,  im 
parade  ^  wrdt  merefy.  It  is  a  solemn  appeal 
to  the  world,  npon  the  justice  of  the  cause 
which  the  parties  have  espoused,  and  implies  a 
firm  determination  to  support  it  with  all  their 
energies.  How  would  we,  the  war-maiinf 
power  of  the  Oowmmenty  stand,  in  relation  to 
the  sultJeot  (  We  are  apprised,  beforehand,  by 
the  Executive,  that  such  a  declaration  is  among 
the  objects  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  and  with 
this  kiwwledgt^  we  i^-re  our  t»quml\fitd  wma^ 
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tkm  to  the  nuBUon.  The  proposed  dedaration 
goes  fordk  to  the  world,  and  u  not  heeded  by 
the  powers  on  whom  it  is  intended  to  operate. 
Under  these  circmnstancea,  voold  the  honor  of 
tke  nation  admit  of  any  retreat  for  ns  t  In 
^ort,  sir,  is  not  the  declaration  proposed  a 
eondiHonal,  or,  to  nse  more  diplomatic  phrase- 
<^<>g7i  o  pnmtional  dcelaraHon  ofwiTj  to  take 
effect  whensoever  a  certain  event  sball  occnr  1 
If  so,  I  ask,  is  the  mind' of  this  nation  JifMUy 
made  up  to  go  to  war  for  the  independenoe  of 
Bpaniah  Amwicat  No  gentteman,  I  preBome, 
will  say  ao.  But  even  u  it  were,  why  should 
we  pniclum  this  determination  h^orehan^  in 
nen  m  manner  is  to  preclude  onreetves  from 
the  benefit  of  full  and  free  deliberation,  in  re- 
gard to  eTei7  (anmnutanoe  of  eaptdieaeyj  as 
wen  as  jmtie»,  wbidi  on^t  to  inflnenoe  onr 
decbnoD,  when  the  occanon  may  arrive  ? 

Bot,  it  may  be  said  that  tiiere  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  the  interference,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed thus  to  denounce  to  the  world.  If  this 
be  so,  then  I  say  the  denunciation  is  a  species 
of  hrav€ulo^  which  it  does  not  become  the  dig- 
nity this  nation  to  engage  in.  If  otherwise, 
we  shoald  ^MM,  before  we  aanune  upon  our- 
advea  the  fe«ifli]  re^xm^bilitles  U  inv^dve. 
It  is  tme  that  ICr.  in  a  conununioation 
litel7  made  to  this  Hoose,  tells  as,  "  that  ap- 
preheoHons  of  interference  have  ceased but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  President,  in  the  por- 
tion of  his  Message  which  I  have  read  to  the 
oommittee,  speaking  of  the  same  matter,  says, 
"  that  there  u  an  etil  to  be  remedied,  needs 
little  insght  into  the  secret  history  of  late 
yearn  to  know ;  and  that  this  rtmedy  may  best 
be  concerted  at  the  Panama  meeting,  deserves 
at  least  the  experiment  of  consideration."  The 
Minister  of  Colombia  strongly  corroborates  this 
intimation  of  the  President,  and  egresses  a 
mqiitsiMi  that  a  wvort  Interference  has  already 
takm  place.  In  a  letter  of  the  80th  <tf  Decem- 
ha  lart,  addzeased  by  him  to  Mr.  Clay,  he  says : 
**  &uan,  in  aiate  of  her  nullity,  does  not  cease 
in  her  efforts  to  augment  the  army  of  America, 
•o  fiv  as  to  induce  us  to  suspect  that  a  foreign 
hand  afforda  thete  aids,  which  are  by  no  means 
in  hanmmy  with  the  scantiness  of  the  re- 
sources of  Uie  Peninsola."  Now,  sir,  if  we  are 
to  commit  onrselves  to  go  to  war  on  behalf  of 
the  States  of  Spanish  America,  in  the  event  of 
interference  of  a  third  power  in  the  quarrel  be- 
tween them  and  Spain,  the  obligation  will  de- 
ptaA,  I  presume,  upon  the  ^ct,  and  not  upon 
ttKjform,  of  interference,  whether  that  inter- 
ference be  by  <^Dly  sending  fleets  and  armies, 
to  fi^t  the  battles  of  Sptun,  or  by  secretly  fur- 
nidung^  the  means  with  which  those  fleets  and 
ttmies  are  procitred  and  sappcMted,  the  iqJntT 
io  our  Sonthem  frioids  will  be  the  same^  and 
the  obligatitm  upon  us,  to  zepet  it,  will  oonse- 
^nenUy  be  the  same. 

Bat,  sir,  Meing  the  dangerous  extent  of  the 
eoDseqoenees  involved  in  these  measures  sng- 
gcded  by  the  President,  it  may  be  sud,  he  does 
But  txpnm  a  petUioe  o^iam  that  they 
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or  will  be  adopted  at  the  Congress  of  Panama. 
Sir,  they  are  evidentiy  brought  forward  as  the 
result  of  previous  deliberation,  and  seem  to  be 
offered  as  tubttitutet  for  the  projects  which  bad 
been  presented  by  the  Spanish  American  Min- 
isters. They  must,  therefore,  have  been  duly 
weighed ;  snd,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  the 
President  would  not  have  su^ested  them  at 
all,  if  he  had  not  been  prepared,  on  his  part, 
for  their  adoption,  or  at  least  thought  them  en- 
titiedtothemoBt,/Sw0nii280MUM2miti0n.  That 
the  Prendent  has  made  up  his  mind  to  coDcor 
in  these,  or  other  measnrea,  of  an  equivalent 
character,  is  farther  manifested  hy  a  subsequent 
part  of  his  Message,  in  which  he  labors  to  show 
that  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  to 
'*  have,  with  forei^  nations,  as  little  political 
connection  as  possible,"  is  inam)lieabi€  to  our 
relations  with  the  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
Why  ^ould  the  President  have  made  this  at- 
tempt— (how  he  has  succeeded  in  it,  I  hope 
hereafter  to  show) — unless  his  object  was  to 
form,  with  the  nations  alluded  to,  those  "poUt- 
cal  connections,"  against  which  the  advice  of 
Washington  was  directed  t 

But  a  gvittvM  is  fbund  for  all  our  apprehen- 
stoDS,  in  the  assurances  of  the  Preddent,  that 
"  no  alliances  will  be  contracted,"  and,  in  gen- 
eral, that  "nothing  will  be  done  incompatible 
with  our  neuti-aHty,"  or  "  imparting  hostility 
to  Europe."  Sir,  many  things  may  be  done 
which  would  commit  the  future  peace  of  this 
country,  and  yet  not  amount  to  an  alliance,  or 
a  violation  of  neutrality^  or  an  o«C  of  AMtility 
to  Europe.  I  have  endeavored  to  snow,  and  I 
hope  I  have  shown,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee,  that  tJie  measures  suggested  by  the 
I^%sident  himself,  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
o(nnmit  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  yet  it 
cannot  be  said  tiiat  they  constitute  an  alliance, 
or  a  breach  of  neutrali^,  or  an  act  of  hostility 
to  Europe.  Tlie  President  has  given  ns  a  pnio- 
tieal  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  his  de- 
daration  upon  this  anlffeet,  by  recomm^iding 
measures^  whose  nnquestionalue  tendency  it  is 
to  commit  the  peace  of  the  nation,  in  certain 
eontingmeiee,  at  the  very  time  that  he  disclaims 
all  intention  of  entering  into  alliances,  or  of 
doing  any  thing  which  would  be  incompatible 
with  our  neutrality,  or  Import  hostility  to  Eu- 
rope. Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  question  the  in- 
tegrity and  good  faitii  of  the  President's  decla- 
rations. I  am  not  ^Vaid  that  he  intends  to  de- 
ceive ««  ;  but  the  consequences  may  be  equally 
fatal,  if  (OS  deeeite  our$ekea.  Let  us  not  shut 
our  eyes  agauut  the  light,  because  It  may  dia- 
dose  to  US  nnwelocone  dangers.  Let  us  take 
the  declarations  of  the  Prendent  in  the  sense 
in  which  they  were  made.  Let  v*  understand 
tiiem  as  he  understands  them ;  and,  when  ao 
understood,  they  afford,  in  my  opinion,  no  le- 
cnrity  for  the  peace  of  the  nation. 

Now,  sir,  to  determine  how  far  this  constmo- 
tion  of  the  President's  can  be  sustained,  let  us 
turn  to  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  in 
ii$  «H»  %Dord*.    The  language  of  that  great 
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man,  which  deserves  to  be  as  immortal  as  hin 
fame,  was  this :  "  The  great  rule  of  conduct  for 
us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is,  in  extending 
our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them  as 
little  political  connection  as  possible.  So  far  as 
we  have  already  formetl  engagements,  let  them 
be  fulfilled  with  perfect  good  faith.  Here  let 
US  stop.  Curope  has  a  set  of  primary  interests 
vhioh  to  US  have  none,  or  a  voy  remote  rela- 
tion. Hence  she  must  be  engued  in  frequent 
oontroTersies,  the  oaosea  of  wtaich  are  essen- 
tially foreign  to  onr  ooncems.  Hence,  there- 
fore, it  must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate  our- 
selves, by  artificial  ties,  in  the  ordinary  vicisM- 
todes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary  combina- 
tions and  collisions  of  her  Iriendslups  and 
enmities.  Our  detached  and  distant  situation 
invites  and  enables  us  to  pursue  a  different 
coarse.  If  we  fem^  one  people,  under  an 
eflScient  Government,  the  period  it  not  far  off, 
when,  we  may  defy  material  injury  from  exter- 
nal amoyanoe — when  we  may  take  such  an 
attitude  as  will  caose  the  nentrality^  we  may  at 
any  time  resolve  upon,  to  be  scmpalooaly  re- 
spected— when  bemgerent  nations,  under  the 
impossibility  of  making  acqniations  upon  us, 
Till  not  lightiy  hazard  the  {pving  as  provoca- 
tion— when  we  may  choose  peace  or  war,  aa 
onr  interest,  gaided  by  justice,  shall  connael. 
Why  forego  the  advantage  of  eo  peculiar  a  at- 
nation?  Why  quit  our  men,  U  ttand  upon 
foreign  ground  f  " 

One  would  think  that  language  so  plain,  so 
clear,  so  unequivocal,  could  no^  by  any  inge- 
nuity of  construction,  be  tortured  into  a  reeoTn- 
mendatioa  or  approval  of  "political  oonneo- 
tions  with  foreign  nations  "--tiie  very  thing 
against  which  it  warned  us.  All  that  we  most 
intoepid  commentator  could  be  supposed  «q»a- 
ble  of  contending  for,  (and  that  I  nope  to  show 
cannot  be  Buccessfnlly  maintained,)  is  that, 
from  circnmstances  which  have  arisen  since  the 
time  of  Washington,  and  not  foreseen  by  him, 
his  advice  no  linger  applies  to  onr  condition, 
and  does  mt,  therefore,  inhibit  the  formation 
of  "political  connections  with  foreign  nations," 
ander  these  new  oircnmstaDoes.  But,  sir,  the 
President  takes  bolder  gronnd.  He  says  the 
propriety  of  these  political  connections  is 
directly  d^duetble  from  "  the  sonnd  and  judi- 
oioos  principles,"  from  the  "e«ry  V)ord»  of 
Washington.'*  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  Presi- 
dent make  cat  this  deduction?  Why,  sir,  by 
snperindacing  his  own  toord*  npon  those  of 
Washington.  This  passage  of  the  President's 
Hessage  is  so  carious  a  specimen  of  critioism 
and  \q^c  combined,  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  it.  "  Compare 
our  situation  and  the  circumstances  of  that 
time,  with  those  of  the  present  day,  and  what, 
from  the  very  words  of  Washington,  then, 
would  be  Lis  counsels  to  bis  countrymen  now  I 
Europe  has  still  her  set  of  primary  interests, 
with  which  we  have  little  or  a  remote  relation. 
Our  distant  and  detached  situation,  with  refer- 
ence  to  Europe,  remains  the  same.  But  we 
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were  thai  the  only  independent  nation  thia 
hemisphere ;  and  we  were  surrotrnded  by  Eu- 
ropean colonies,  with  the  greater  part  of  which 
we  had  no  more  intercom-se  than  with  the  in- 
habitants of  another  planet  Those  colonies 
have  now  l>een  transformed  into  eight  inde- 

Sendent  nations,  eztendiog  to  our  veij  bor- 
ers. Seven  of  them  Bapublics,  like  onrselves, 
with  whom  we  have  an  immensely  growing 
commercial,  and  mutt  have,  and  have  already, 
important  pcditacal  connections;  with  refer- 
ence to  wh(»n,  our  dtuation  is  neither  ^stant 
nor  detadied — wboee  political  principles  and 
systans  of  GoTemment,  congenial  with  our 
own,  must  and  will  have  an  action  and  conn- 
teroction  upon  us  and  ours,  to  which  we  can- 
not be  indifferent,  if  we  would.  The  rapiditT' 
of  oTiT  growth,  and  the  consequent  increase  w 
our  strength,  have  more  than  realized  the  anr- 
tieipationt  of  this  admirable  political  legacy. 
Thirty  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since  it  was 
written ;  -  and,  in  the  interval  onr  population, 
our  wealth,  our  territorial  extennon,  onr  power, 
physical  and  moral,  has  nearly  trebled.  Sea- 
soning upon  ttus  state  of  thi&gs^f^wm  ^smduI 
and  judicitme  prineiplet  qf  Washington,  and 
most  we  not  say  that  the  period  tehieh  he  pre- 
dicted as  then  not  far  oS,  has  arrived!  "uaA 
America  has  a  set  of  priman-  interests,  whidi 
have  none  or  a  remote  relation  to  Europe. 
That  the  interference  of  Europe,  therefore,  in 
those  concerns,  should  be  spontaneously  with- 
held by  her  upon  the  same  principles,  that  we 
have  never  interfered  with  hers ;  and  that,  if 
she  should  interfere,  as  she  may,  by  measures 
which  may  have  a  great  and  dangerons  reooU 
upon  ourselTes,  we  nu^t  he  called,  in  defenoa 
of  onr  own  altars  and  nrendes,  to  take  aa  atti- 
tude which  woold  cause  our  neutrality  to  be 
respected,  and  choose  peace  or  war,  as  our  In- 
terest, guided  by  justice,  should  counsel." ' 

The  President  here,  after  adverting  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  United  States  in  wealth 
and  population,  since  the  date  of  General 
Washington's  Address,  asks,  "  must  we  not  say 
that  the  period  ichieh  Washington  predicted  oa 
then  not  far  off,  has  arrived  f  "  What  period 
is  thu}  The  President  goes  on  to.  describe  it 
as  the  period  when  America  shall  have  her  set 
of  primary  interests,  with  which  Europe  sboold 
not  inteiferci  and  if  she  should  so  interfere, 
we  might  be  called  upon  to  take  an  attitude 
for  thdr  defence— at  this  point,  taking  up 
again  the  language  <tf  General  Washingtonv 
Address.  It  wotud  seem,  from  the  use  hen 
made  of  GenersJ  Waslungton's  prediction,  that 
he  had  anticipated  the  period  when  Amerioa 
would  have  her  set  of  peculiar  interests,  and 
had,  in  contemplation  of  that  state  of  things, 
indicated  to  -  his  countrymen  the  course  of 
policy  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  pursue. 
But,  sir,  there  is  nothing  of  all  this  in  the 
Farewell  Address.  The  period  ^ken  of  by 
General  Washington  as  not  fidr  off,  was  the 
period  when,  by  onr  advancement  in  wealth 
and  powoTi  "under  an  effioient  Govenunent| 
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TV  ndgbt  defy  nuiterial  InjiRT  from  external 
■DBoyanoe,"  Ac.  General  Wadiington  evldent- 
Ij  intended  to  ground  npon  this  anticipation 
an  addititHial  argoment  m  favor  of  the  policy 
be  had  recommended,  inasmnch  as  tiie  abilitj 
to  defy  external  annoyaDce,  which  he  had 
looked  forward  to  as  the  result  of  our  remain- 
ing one  people,  under  an  e£3cient  GtOTemment, 
would  place  ns  above  the  neces^ty  of  seeking 
foreign  eonnectionB,  for  the  purpose  of  strength- 
e^DR  oorselvee.  But  this  very  anticipation, 
wlueh  OoieraL  Waabinflton  bad  introdnced  as 
ft  ativmg  motlTe  for  adnering  to  the  p<^c7  of 
vnndiiw  "poUtaoal  OMme«ti(»is  with  foreign 
natkHU,"*  the  President,  hj  a  ^gnlar  metamor- 
phoeis,  has  converted  into  an  Instniment  for 
jDstHpng  and  enforcing  a  departnre  from  that 
poHcy.  Sir,  do  not  the  heart  and  the  head 
eqeoUj  revt^  at  this  perversion  of  the  lan- 
guage and  reasoning  of  General  Washington  I 
At  the  tinne  when  his  Farewell  Address  was 
pven  to  the  world,  we  were  jet  an  infant 
pe<^le ;  cor  numbers  thinly  scattered  over  an 
extensive  territory ;  oar  finances  embarrassed, 
and  oar  resoorces,  ot  every  sort,  impured  by 
the  eflbcti  (rf  oar  reomt  straggle  for  mdepeno- 
flBoA.  In  this  ritaatatm,  there  TcroindaoemeDts 
to  oonrt  fmmgn  alUflncea,  to  M  and  sapptHrt  ns 
in  the  orent  of  coDUona  with  the  rest  of  the 
maid.  nnder  these  oircnmstances.  when 
the  ■osistance  of  powerfdl  firiends  might  have 
been  not  only  beneficial,  bat  necessary  to  as, 
Washington  yet  advised  as  to  steer  clear  of 
foreign  alliances  and  connections,  with  how 
moefa  more  force  does  this  advice  apply  to  oar 
preaent  condition — when  his  anticipations  of 
oar  national  growth  have  been  most  amply 
realized;  when  we  have  already  taken  snch 
an  attitade  as  to  ensare  the  respect  of  other 
oatiosB ;  when  we  have  proved  ourselves  com- 
petent to  be  onr  Mm  eKaajinent,  and  the  nw- 
cet^Kl  d^enden  «f  Mr  own  righi»! 

The  President  has,  therefore,  in  my  opinion, 
wbt^y  ^ed,  not  only  In  his  attempt  to  prove 
afflrmatixely  tbat  tiie  advice  tA  Wasbtngton 
laada  to  and  protet  the  formation  of  the  politi- 
cal connections  in  qnestion,  bat  in  his  en- 
deavor  to  maint^n  the  inferior  negative  pro- 
poritioD,  that  the  injnnction  to  avoid  snch  con- 
nections io  general,  doe»  not  apply  to  the  par- 
ticalar  circamstances  o!  oar  present  condition. 
On  the  ooDtrary,  it  is  manifest,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  post  saggested,  that  this  Injonction  ap- 
plies with  increased  force,  to  the  state  in  which 
we  now  are.  It  U  trae  that  General  Washing- 
tim  Uhutrattt  his  advice  by  reference  to£a- 
nipean  politics,  bat  Iho  advloe  itsdf  is  not  oon- 
ibied  to  oor  rdations  with  Europe.  In  its 
and  its  principles,  it  is  anivereal  and  im- 
mutable, aclEnowle^ng  no  distinction  of  time 
or  idaee.  In  the  comprehensive  words  used 
byum  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  address, 
"'tis  oor  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  per- 
BMuent  aDiances  inth  any  portion  of  theforeign 
mrUL**  The  parting  ii\janction  of  the  Father 
«f  Us  Ooontoy,  then,  can  neither  be  eotatrwA 


nor  rwaonei  away.  It  still  continues  to  ad- 
monish us,  in  its  deep  and  impressive  tones, 
against  the  fatal  policy  of  entangling  ourselves 
by  "political  connections  with  foreign  nations;** 
whether  young  or  old,  whetho:  on  this  or  tbs 
other  nde  of  the  Atlantic. 

But,  sir,  another  argument  urged  in  favor  of 
this  political  connection  with  Spanish  America 
is,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  caute  of  lihert/y.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  we  can  best  advance  the  cause 
of  liberty  by  the  infiuence  of  our  example,  and 
by  presrating  to  the  world  the  spectacle  of  ft 
proBperoosand  happy  pe(n>le,l>IesBed  in  the  en- 
joyment v/t  thdr  free  mstitutions.  Let  us, 
then,  for  the  sake  of  mankind,  as  well  as  our- 
selves, attend  to  oor  own  eonceras ;  improve 
the  ^fta  of  Providence,  with  whldi  we  have 
been  crowned ;  perfsct  and  build  up  our  poHti- 
cal  institutions,  by  every  means  of  amelioration 
which  lime  and  experience  may  supply,  that  tbey 
may  remain  to  oar  posterity,  and  stand  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  at  once  a  monvmmt  and  a 
modsl  <tf  human  frudom.  Let  us,  above  all . 
things,  avoid  the  -danger  of  being  drawn  into 
unnecessary  for^gn  wars,  which  have,  in  aU 
ages,  been  tiie  grave  of  republican  liberty. 
We  do,  indeed,  owe  ft  solemn  respcnuibili^  to 
all  msnldnd,  in  this  and  foture  ages,  for  I3ie 
fate  of  the  experiment  of  free  6ovemment| 
which  has  been  committed  to  our  hands.  The 
success  of  this  experiment  does,  in  my  opinion, 
mainly  depend  u^n  oar  keeping  clear  of  en- 
tangling connections  with  other  people,  who 
may  be  less  blessed  with  an  aptitude  and  ca- 
pacity for  freedom  than  ourselves,  and  whose 
interests  or  passions  might  involve  us  ia  enter- 
prises foreign  to  our  sober  and  peaceful  pur- 
suits. Sir,  if  oOuT  nations  are  destined  to  lose 
their  libertiei,  let  lu  acquit  oarselves  of  the 
high  trust  which  Provideoce  has  devolved  npon 
us,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  our  own;  that 
Mubeacon-lightL  at  Uiatt.  m&y  be  left  to  ohew 
the  dwknesB  of  the  political  world,  and  to 
guide  those  natltms  who  may  have  lost  their 
liberties,  through  that  sea  of  revolution  upon 
which  they  most  embark  to  recover  them. 

Another  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  e»- 
tablishment  of  more  intimate  relations  with 
the  Spanish  American  States  is,  that  by  doing 
so,  we  shall  secure  thtir  good  vnll,  which  is 
highly  important  to  us,  both  in  a  commercial 
and  a  political  view.  What  success  is  likely  to 
attend  this  experiment,  may  be  inferred  from 
that  which  has  followed  oor  past  efforts,  of  ft 
similar  nature.  I  have  already  briefly  alluded 
to  the  various  offices  of  kindn«&  and  manifee- 
tations  of  ftiendship,  which  we  nave  exhibited 
towards  these  people.  With  what  return  have 
they  evOT  met  t  Let  any  gentleman  read  the 
late  message  of  the  Frestdent  of  Mexico  to  his 
Congress,  and  then  let  his  feelings  of  mortified 
and  indignant  pride  give  the  answer.  Sir,  we 
have  vainly  im^ned  ihat,  by  the  acts  of  dis- 
interested friendship,  and  the  solid  and  useful 
services  we  have  rendered  our  Southern  neigh- 
b«s,  we  had  won  their  gratitidfr  tad  ooo- 
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fidenoe;  that  they  looked  sp  to  as  as  tbur 
patron  and  guide,  aud  regarded  as  with  filial 
reverence — to  use  the  language  of  a  gentleman 
teom  Kentook^,  CUr.  UiroALn,)  as  the  Mother 
(rf  Bepnblics.  Bat,  dr,  this  fond  deloMoa  is 
diiripfUed.  The  message  of  the  Mezioaa  Preei- 
duUb^ins  with  ofdebrating:  inthe  most  fal- 
some  BtraioB,  the  power,  the  -wisdom,  the 
magmmimilv  of  Great  Binaiii,  in  her  traosao- 
ttons  with  ttie  Spanish  Amerioan  Btates,  and 
disUnoHj  attributes  the  disoonoertion  oi  the 
schemes  of  thebr  enemies  to  the  interporition 
of  the  BrUiih  tridetU-^-vhiah  trident  was 
never  intwposed  in  any  other  way  than  hj 
fonning  oommeroial  relations  with  them,  for 
isr  own  b«uifitt  and  even  this  was  not  done 
till  three  or  fonr  years  after  we  had  made  a 
iSnmal  and  explicit  acknowledgment  of  their 
independence,  in  the  fiaoe  of  the  world.  Sir, 
«M  luiTe,  heretofore,  SQpposed  Uiat  «m  had  some 
tgenojr  in  disotmoerting  the  schemes  of  tbur 
nflauMi  bi^  the  Ifexioaa  Frerident  i^rea  the 
whole  credit  of  the  operation  to  Oieat  Britdn. 
In  a  sobBeqnent  part  <mF  the  messi^e,  tbe  TToited 
Bt^es  are  utrodooed,  with  a  oola  formality,  as 
"theolflsst  of  the  independent  States,"  with 
■ome  empty  compliments  npon  our  revolntion- 
$rj  struggle,  and  our  political  institutions ;  and 
tiie  fact  is  admitted,  oeoaose  it  could  not  be 
disguised,  that  we  were  the  first  to  acknowl- 
edj^  their  independence.  But  we  recognize  no 
tracea  of  that  ardent  devotion,  that  fervent 
gratitude,  that  affectionate  confidence,  which 
we  have  been  tan^t  to  believe  were  cherished 
in  all  ^Mudsh  American  hearts  towards  us, 
and  of  which  there  are  such  ample  and  gratai- 
toos  displaji  towards  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  ue  same  nnweloome  discovery  breaks 
In  afKHi  OS  in  the  biBtoi7  d  our  attempt  to 
negooate  a  oommerdat  treaty  with  Hezico. 
We  see  our  Ifiiustar  earnestly  entreating  for 
equal  privilegee  wiUi  the  American  Statu  oi 
E^wiisu  oririn,  aptm  the  ground  that  we  are  a 
member  of  the  great  Am&riean  family,  and 
that  we  have  rendered  important  services  to 
tiie  cause  of  Spanish  American  independence. 
But,  the  claim  is  ptrtinaeioiUly  rejected,  and 
the  Mexican  Government  insists  apon  retaining 
the  power  of  granting  exidnsive  advantages  to 
{he  other  Spanish  American  States,  expressly 
for  the  parpose  oi  "  eHneim/  her  eympatAiee  in 
their /oBor^  and  to  owr  detrimtntf  eovme^ 
in  the  errat  of  a  war  (which  she  angraciously 
anticipates)  between  them  and  the  United 
States.  If  we  turn  to  the  history  of  our  tr&na- 
aotioQB  with  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  we 
■hall  find  in  them,  too,  reason  to  apprenend 
that  we  have  been  deceived  in  relation  to  the 
feelings  of  that  portion  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
oan people  towu^B  us.  In  fixing  the  basis  of 
oar  commercial  intercourse  with  that  republic, 
all  that  we  were  able  to  obtun  from  her  was 
ttie  concession  of  equal  privileges  with  the 
moet/aeorei  natim.  In  a  treaty,  however, 
btdy  negotiated  with  Great  Britun,  she  pats 
that  nation  on  tiift  footing  irf  Asr  «im  tUienf. 


{km^  IBSfl. 

It  is  true,  that,  by  the  o<mae^vmtial  iqwrationa 
of  oar  troaty,  we  diall  now  be  invented  with 
the  same  privileges  which  have  be«i  accorded 
to  Great  Britmn.  But  the  difference  in  the 
original  character  of  tiie  stipulations  evinces 
a  partiality,  to  which  our  Government  cannot 
be,  and  has  not  been,  iosendUe.  Sir,  it  is  im- 
poaaiUa  to  look  into  the  records  of  our  dii^ 
matio  oommonioations  with  tlte  Statea  oi  Dan- 
ish Amnioa,  and  not  perodve  that  thdr  monds 
have  too  readily  imbibed  the  poison  of  suspi- 
don,  in  relation  to  the  singleneas  and  didnter- 
estedness  of  the  views  by  which  we  have  been 
actuated  in  oor  oondoot  towards  them.  The 
documents  iix  oor  possession  show,  that  a 
French  emissary  at  Bc^ta,  in  1623,  labored 
to  make  the  impreedou,  that  *'tlie  'United 
States  were  iuflnenoed  by  int«retted  motieet^  in 
recof^isuig  the  new  Governments  of  Spani^ 
America."  This  innnuation,  however  usuri- 
ous and  omfounded,  had  its  ^ect,  and  its  influ- 
ence is  dlaoemil^  In  all  oor  solweqaent  in^ 
tnraoonML 

The  result  of  our  past  efforts,  therefore,  to 
oondliate  the  good  wiU  and  affecti<m  of  these 
new  States,  affords  but  littie  ground  to  hope 
forsaooess  in  the  e:q>erimeiit  now  proposed. 
Sir,  for  myself^  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  can 
be  any  eorduU  paternity  between  ns  and 
them.  The  difference  of  origin,  of  blood,  of 
phyrical  and  moral  oonstitntioii,  of  language, 
of  manners  and  customs,  of  religion,  as  they 
preclude  all  congeniality  of  feeling,  must  op- 
pose insuperable  impediments  to  any  intimate 
political  union.  FnAn  the  ezternid  cironm- 
stances,  too,  in  which  we  are  placed,  there  most 
arise  Iwtween  and,  indeed,  there  have  alreadr 
arism— aa  in  the  case  of  Cuba — eerious  cm- 
lisions  of  interest  or  of  ambition.  It  may  be 
said,  with  fully  as  much  justice  as  the  TMuark 
haa  been  applied  to  England  and  Fnmoe,  that 
ICexioo  and  the  United  States,  bom  th«r  zeUr* 
tive  ntoatioiL  and  the  position  they  occupy  on 
the  Golf  oi  Mexico,  are  natural  enemiet. 

The  question  then  is,  whether  theee  elements 
of  discrepancy  can  be  mitigated  or  haiTnoimed 
by  any  system  of  political  connection  t  I  think 
not,  sir.  All  history  proves  that  cwifederacies 
have  been  the  fruitfol  matrix  of  internal  dis- 
seoaions  and  domestic  fends.  How  was  it^  nr, 
with  the  Amphictyonio  League  of  and«kt 
Ghreeoef  The  Jealousies  existing  betwem  the 
members  of  the  League,  particularly  Athens 
and  Sparta,  its  leading  members  ^which  jeal- 
ouues,  too,  grew  out  of  the  relations  to  one 
anotiier  created  by  the  League  itself;)  involved 
them  in  peipetual  controversies,  and  finally  lead 
to  the  Peloponnesian  war,  which  terminated 
in  its  dissolution.  Modem  Europe  affords  us 
an  equally  instructive  lesson.  The  history  of 
the  Germanic  body,  for  centuries,  is  notiiing 
but  a  history  of  uie  bloody  and  orael  wars 
amo^  the  princes  and  Stat^  which  oomposod 
it  ^e  sdbieme  of  a  great  Jmeriean  Oon- 
federaey,  therefore,  instead  of  affording  a 
remedy  fw  the  evils  whidi  already  wist, 
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would  bat  serve  to  ajKraTiUe  them.  It  would 
itntf  be  the  parrat  m  new  dissennons,  which, 
othtrwise,  would  have  no  existenoe.  In  what 
has  oeoarred,  already,  the  ffmiu  of  these  dls- 
Kosioos  are  plainly  distingaLhaMe.  W«  claim 
to  be  the  head  the  AmerUxm  poteen.  In 
the  beaa-ide^  of  this  new  planetary  system, 
iketehed  by  Ur.  OI17,  in  IKIO,  we  were,  in- 
deed, to  be,  not  the  orb  of  first  magnitode 
merely,  bnt  ttie  eeatre,  around  which  all  the 
o&sT  orbe  were  to  revolve.  At  one  period, 
our  claim  to  this  pre-eminence  seemed  to  be 
icknowledged.  When  the  project  of  the  great 
JmerUan  Gmgreu  was  first  commmiicated  to 
this  Government,  it  was  intimated  that  the 
United  States  were  to  be  invited  to  wmde. 
But  we  bear  noUdng  of  this  now.  we  are 
only  invited  as  one  among  othna.  In  the 
mean  timo^  Ck>IombiA  takes  the  UaA^  and  onr 
Kslonqr  is  exited  in  tnrn,  as  the  letter  ftom 
ICr.  Adams  to  lb*.  Forbes  ve^  plainly  indicates. 
Bere,  then,  we  see  the  germ  of  these  jealonsies 
irhich  would  inevitably  distract  and  embroil 
the  great  American  Goi^ederacy^  as  they  have 
every  otber  Oonfederacy  which  tias  gone  before 
it.  The  TTnited  States  and  Colombia  will  be 
the  Atheng  and  the  Sparta  of  this  Modem  Am- 
fkiOyonie  League,  and  their  rivalry  would  lead 
to  a  Peloponneeian  war,  far  more  dee(datang 
and  tremendous  than  that  of  which  C^ecian 
annals  aff(H^  as  the  acoonnt. 

Mr.  BcfjKXKB  next  rose  and  addressed  the 
annmittee  as  follows ; 

lb.  Cbmnnan:  The  amendment  proposed 
1^  the  gentl«nan  from  Delaware,  (Ur.  Ko- 
LuiK,)  and  that  by  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
nnia,  Qti.  Rivia,)  are  nothing  less  than  con- 
ditions, cHrrestricticms,  attempted  to  be  imposed 
mon  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Fresid^t 
That  tbe  latter  gentleman  so  understands  them 
is  evident,  by  t£e  illostration  of  bis  argument 
which  he  gave,  in  speaking  of  the  right,  which 
he  wtu)  has  tbe  power  of  granting  possesses, 
of  annexing  whatever  conditions  he  may  think 
proper  to  hi^  grant.  If  the  gentleman  had  re- 
flertsd  a  momoit,  it  ^ipears  to  me  tiiat  his 
dear  and  discriminating  mind  ooold  not  have 
fiUed  to  observe  the  ntter  humUtnde  of  the 
con^wrison.  There  is  nti/t  the  lightest  analogy 
between  the  conditioiis  on  which  a  grant  ity 
deed  b  made,  and  an  appropriation  by  Oon- 
greaL  He  who  grants  toat  to  which  he  has 
an  nnqnalified  title,  is  certunly  at  liberty  to 
dispow  of  it  as  he  pleases,  and  upon  whatever 
terms  he  may  think  proper.  Bat  has  Congress 
the  ri^t  to  grant  toe  money  of  the  peojue  to 
any  one,  and  vpon  whatever  terms  we  may 
chooser 

Has  tike  gmtieman  fo^otten  tliat  the  word 
grant,  in  s  deed,  has  a  technical  dgnifioation, 
very  diffennt  from  that  hi  which  we  use  it 
when  we  qteak  itf  a  grant  of  money!  When 
we  wpn^riate  numey  to  pay  tbe  salaries  <Nf 
tbe  ddnrait  officers  of  Govenuo^t,  have  we 
a  ri^k  to  iiD|>oee  omditionB  (  When  we  ap- 
pn^riate  BODV  to  pS7  tiia  salary  of  tbe  Frettr 


dent,  can  we  say  we  do  it  on  condition  that  he 
win  panne  a  certain  course  of  policy  pointed 
oat  t  Oan  we,  in  like  maimer,  make  proviMon 
for  tiie  salaries  of  tbe  Judges  of  -the  Supreme 
Coort,  bnt  do  it  upon  the  ooiidltira  that  ther 
will  decide  some  given  ftase  consistently  witb 
our  opinions  of  the  principles  upon  which  the. 
decision  ahoidd  be  founded  1  The  Senate,  in 
the  confirmation  of  a  treaty,  must  be  consulted ; 
the  concurrence  of  a  certain  portion  of  its- 
members  is  essential.  If  the  I^wident  has  a 
right  to  demand  car  advice,  so  has  tbe  Senate. 
It  must  rest  on  the  same  grounds.  In  what  a 
ridiculous  attitude  would  they  present  them*, 
selves  before  us,  to  ask  onr  advice  -vMh  respect 
to  the  course  they  should  pursue  on  such  an 
occasion. 

It  is  nnwiae  that  we  shoold,  by  an  interfer- 
ence in  the  fimu  of  advice,  diminish  that  re- 
spondbUity  which  the  ctmstatnticHi  has  jdaced 
on  the  Executive,  and  the  Senate,  bis  advisers, 
I  am  not  willing,  sir,  to  interpose  my  little 
finger  between  the  President  and  Senate,  and 
that  censure  from  the  people,  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  if^  by  careleBsness — by  a  want  of 
political  foreeight~or  from  any  other  cause 
growing  out  of  this  mission — they  involve 
OB  in  an  unnecessary  and  ruinous  war.  \fy 
however,  it  eventuates  differently — (as  I  most 
earnestly  hope,  and  confidently  believe,  it  will) 
— ^if,  thereby,  oar  commercial  prospects  are 
bri^tened — the  best  interests  of  the  nation  oon- 
solted — ttie  canse  of  hamaidty  knd  of  liberfy  ad« 
vanoed — ^I  am  not  so  unjust  as  to  wish  to  brnk 
a  twig,  or  to  pluck  even  a  leaf  from  the  civie 
wreath  wUeh  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
will  jnvpare,  with  which  to  entwine  thmr 
brows. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  proper  for  as  to  e^ 
press  onr  opinions,  not  only  on  the  general  ex- 
pediency of  this  mission,  but  to  point  out  with 
precision,  and  in  detail,  the  point  to  which  this 
Govemi^ient  may  sftfely  go,  and  the  p<Hnt  be< 
vend  which  it  would  be  ruinous  to  venture, 
nave  we  not  a  ril^t  to  demand  all  tbe  informa- 
tion upon  whiw  the  President  himself  hai 
acted!  We  cannot  be  reasonably  called  upon 
to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  What  are  the 
terms  of  the  restrfutioa,  in  obedience  to  which. 
the  Executive  made  his  communication  to  this 
House  ?  He  was  called  upon  by  that  resolu- 
tion to  lay  before  this  House  so  much  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  new  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  their  Ministers,  respecting  the  proposed 
Congress,  or  meeting  of  Diplomatic  Agents  at 
Panama,  and  such  information  respecting  the 
general  character  of  that  expected  Congress,  as 
might  be  in  his  poesesdon,  and  might,  in  his 
opinion,  be  communicated  wlthont  jw^dies 
to  the  paUio  interest;  and  also,  to  inform  us, 
as  far  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  Interest 
might  allow,  in  renrd  to  what  olgeots  the 
agents  of  the  UnitM  States  were  enected  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  Congress. 
We  maf  then  have  a  Tiuol^  or  a  part  M^,  of  tba 
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tesfoiioii7  before  na.  It  Is  veir  probable  that, 
in  thla  oaae,  we  hare  all ;  bnt  I  speak  on  prin- 
ciples alike  applicable  to  every  case  of  tiiis  de- 
acriptioD,  Sir,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  discretion 
Titans.  WearenotanthorizedtotakenpoDonr- 
aelves  a  responsibility  which  our  oonstitntion- 
al  duty  has  not  devolved  on  ns.  The  Executive 
is  not  bound — and,  in  some  cases,  would  act  most 
unwisely,  whilst  n^otifttins  a  treaty,  to  lay 
all  the  information  which  aught  be  in  his  poa- 
■Msioii  upon  the  snlffeet,  eren  before  the 
Senators,  who  are  his  o(»istltati<Hial  advisers. 
We  are  told,  that  this  is  an  anpreoedented 
measare,  aod  that  in  saoh  view  this  House  may 
be  jostiBed  in  pntsaing,  in  relation  to  it^  an 
unprecedented  ooorse.  There  is  ah  obvioos 
distinction  between  a  coarse  rimply  unpreoe- 
•  dented,  and  one  whidb  Isjastly  saQeot  to  that 
eharse,  and  is,  moreover,  nnconstitational. 
Gentlemen  do  not,  and  cannot,  point  out  a  sta- 
^e  example,  in  the  whole  history  of  our  diplo- 
matic proceedlngB,  in  which  sooh  an  intetfer- 
•noe,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, has  been  attempted.  Bat  it  is  not  tme, 
that  the  proposed  mianoa  will  be  an  acknowl- 
edged departon  from  the  aettled  pdic^  of  this 
Government.  If  it  were  true,  as  asserted, 
that  we  are  about  to  enter  into  an  alBance, 
offiuisive  and  defenrive,  to  link  onr  destinies 
with  those  of  any  other  Government,  then, 
indeed,  it  would  be  an  acknowledged  departure 
-^4hen,  indeed,  would  there  be  gronnd  for  ap- 
prehension ;  but,  as  the  sulgject  is  now  pre- 
sented to  OS,  the  supposed  cause  of  ahum  as 
airy  as  the  baseless  &brio  of  a  vinon.  It 
seems  to  have  originated  in  a  most  oncharitable 
and  nnfonnded  sospioion  of  the  nncerity  and 
integrity  of  the  Executive.  Can  it  reasonably 
be  supposed,  that  the  Administration  wiU 
knowingly  punme  a  coarse  alike  minoiu  to  ii- 
Mlf  ana  to  theooontry  1  As  well  might  we  a- 
peet  to  see  one  in  the  fall  eqjt^yment  of  his  in- 
telleotoal  fooolties — ^before  whom  was  placed 
for  his  choice,  healtii  and  hMpiness  on  one 
hand — death  on  the  other — madly  rnshing  upon 
the  ioBtroment  of  his  own  destniction. 

Let  OH  now,  Mr.  Ofatunnan,  consider  the 
nature  of  the  invitation  which  we  have  re- 
oeived  from  the  Bepublics  of  Colombia,  Mexico, 
and  Central  America,  to  be  representod  by  onr 
diplomatic  agents  at  the  Congress  at  Panama ; 
the  danger,  if  any,  to  be  apprehended  by  an 
acceptance ;  and  tiie  objects  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Govenmient,  which  the  occasion 
may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  securing.  It 
was  nif[ed  by  my  ooUeigae^  that  we  have  re- 
Mived  mritatioin  from  three  only  ai  the  South 
American  nations,  whose  Ministers  compose 
that  Congress.  What  inference  he  dedgned  to 
draw  from  it  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  on- 
less  he  would  consider  onr  attendance  there  as 
an  intrusion  upon  those  who  have  not  Joined  in 
the  invitation.  They  have  alt  been  long  since 
informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Ezecntire, 
that  tills  Qovemment  would  be  representcNl  at 
the  Congress  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 


^ould  give  their  sanction.  Had  any  one  of 
these  Bepnblics  felt  any  dissatisfaction'  at  the 
inritation  given  to  as,  and  oonditi(Hially  sc- 
cepted,  it  is  reasonable  to  presmne  they  wooM 
have  informed  us  of  it  Bnt  this  objection  of 
my  colleagoe  directiy  conflicts  with  the  groond 
which  he  immediately  thereafter  takes,  ui 
which  he  attributes  tiie  invitations,  and  the 
desire  of  those  Bepublics  that  we  should  aco^ 
them,  to  entirely  selfish,  interested  motives. 

The  objecti(Hi,  sir,  «ipean  to  me  to  have  bat 
very  littie  wei^t  Shoidd  iher  even  reftwe  to 
treat  or  confer  with  us,  we  shall  occupy  groond 
less  disadvantageous  than  we  should  have  done 
by  an  uncivil  and  unfriendly  rejection  of  their 
very  kind  and  respectful  invitatirau.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  risk  which  we  are  to  encounter,  by 
an  attendance  at  that  Congress,  of  being  drawn 
into  the  vortex  of  minous  entangling  alliaacaL 
^atlemen  appear  to  exert  their  powers  « 
mgenuity,  not  of  argument,  but  of  suppontiMi, 
to  show  the  nnlimited  extent  of  the  powers  of 
the  asents  who  compose  it  If  my  view  of 
the  snbleot  be  correct,  the  extent  of  the  powm 
with  which  they  may  be  Invested,  presoiti  no 
ot^ectB  of  terror  to  ns.  So  far  from  it  I  shall 
insist  that,  the  greater  it  n^ay  be,  the  better 
for  as ;  at.  least,  so  &r  as  to  eoBon  to  ns  sa 
opportunity  of  conferring  and  agreeing  upoa 
such  principles  of  intematioaal  law,  with 
ministers  of  c<nnpetent  authority,  and  a^nating 
by  treaty  or  otherwise,  such  matters  as  may 
be  deemed  of  importance  to  the  security  or 
pro^rity  of  this  nation ;  and  that,  in  no  point 
of  view,  can  we  be  injured  by  it,  however  Tin- 
limited.  But  it  is  reaUy  somewhat  amusing  to 
obeerve  how  far  some  gentlemen  have  per- 
mitted t^e  most  nnbridlea  fancy  to  conjure  np 
a  thousand  chimerical  dangers,  arising  from 
powers  eqoally  ohimericaL  My  coUesgue,  ut 
partioular,  seems  to  have  soffered  noder  the 
terrors  of  this  vision.  He  favwed  nswitiia 
comparison  of  the  powers  of  this  Congress,  and 
the  nature  of  the  alliance  between  ti^e  Sooth 
American  Bepublics  and  the  powers  of  oar 
former  Congress,  and  the  alliance  of  the  States 
under  the  Articles  of  our  former  Confederation. 
He  discovered,  in  some  respects,  a  most  strik- 
ing similitude ;  yet  he  surely  would  not  dray 
that,  in  many  most  important  points,. no  two 
bodies  of  men  oould,  in  their  powers,  be  more 
dissimilar. 

I  said,  ib.  Chairman,  that  however  unlimited 
the  powers  of  the  Ministers  who  compose  tbst 
Congress  might  be,  they  presented  no  erase  of 
terror  to  us.  Frmn  whom  doth^  derive  their 
authority!    !EV<»n  tbc^  re^teotive  Govern-  | 
ments.    Have  those  Governments  any,  the 
slightest  oontrol  over  us,  by  contract  or  other- 
wise I   Have  we  bound  ourselves  by  treaty  t 
Have  we  formed  any  alliance  whatever  with 
them  ?   Should  Mr.  Salazar,  and  Mr.  Obr^o, 
and  Mr.  Cana^  present  thonselves  before  this 
Government,  with  authority  on  pq>er,  as  on-  . 
limited  as  Heaven's  expanse,  and  tell  us  that  j 
they  oame  to  ^tog(m  to  as  an  abtditbn  of  this  { 
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GovOTuneot ;  or  to  treat  for  a  porobaae  of  the 
United  States;  would  any  man  be  alarmed! 
**Sfaani  be  fK^tened  when  a  madman  stares  V" 
It  has  been  said  that  thej  have  a  liAt  to  in- 
terpret treaties.  That  power,  like  all  tne  oUiera 
which  thej  possess,  ia  conferred  on  them  hj 
tteir  respective  Oovemmenta,  and  would  no 
more  affect  ns,  than  we  conld  injnre  them  by 
py"'"g  a  resolution  that  oertun  oonuniesiODers 
named^  shonlddeturmine  all  controverted  points 
tnmpg  out  of  any  treatiea  between  them  ai^ 
oorselves. 

Ur.  Chairman^  it  has  been  inristed  bv  the 
gentlem&n  from  Virginia,  Qb.  Bites,)  tnst  if 
we  send  Uinisters,  we  are  committed  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberattona  of  the  Oongressj  oon- 
oenung  an  altianoe:  and,  to  Bnpport  hmi  in 
tiiia,  he  advert*  to  the  tenns  of  the  invitation 
on  the  part  of  tihe  Ministers  in  behalf  of  their 
reapeenve  Governments,  and  of  the  acceptance 
hjltr,  CHaj.  Wen  it  tme  that  we  shoold  be 
botmd  to  twu  part  in  tiiose  discosnons,  can  the 
gentleman  penrtve  wach  a  discossion  to  be 
frai^^  with  any  niinons  or  deleterious  oonse- 
qnmoes  f  To  a  eertnn  extent,  I  hope  they  will 
take  part  in  the  discnsnon.  It  will  be  but  a 
woper  response  to  that  politeness  and  good 
feeling  which  dictated  the  invitations;  that 
oar  Ministers  stioald  meet  themi,  and  by  every 
a^nment  that  may  be  saggnted,  in  the  most 
oon^iatory  manner,  satisfy  them  of  the  impro- 
prie^  of  binding  ooraelvea  by  treaty  npon  the 
SDbject.  Let  them  be  aasnred,  again  and  again, 
if  neoeasary,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
feel  no  diminndon  of  that  deep  solioitade  for 
^Mdr  proq)eri^,  and  the  preservation  of  their 
indcnmidcnioe  nnimpalred,  which  they  have 
nHuoifested  on  all  snitable  occasions.  Let  ns 
advise  them,  when  advice  may  be  asked ;  bnt 
enter  into  no  snch  alliance  as  that  spoken  of  by 
the  gentleman,  of  muting  onr  and  their  deeti- 
niea,  by  a  leagne,  offenstve  and  defensive.  An 
idea  of  such  an  alliance  has  never  entered  the 
head  c^  any  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  pro- 
poaed  miauon.  Bat  I  will  torn  to  the  ptoct 
reUed  cm,  and,  from  that,  show  that  tlioae  Gov- 
enmients  bave  no  rwht  to  hope  fbr  anch  an  al- 
fiaaoe;  nay,  that  they  do  not  even  aolidt  it 
of  ns. 

Mr.  Salazar  to  Mr.  Olay,  in  his  conomanica- 
&oa  of  the  2d  of  November,  1835^  says :  "  Of 
the  points  which  will  be  nnder  disciusion  by 
the  Assembly  of  Panama,  the  undersigned  u 
unable  to  give  a  minute  enumeration,  as  they 
will,  evidently,  arise  out  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Congress.  He  ia,  however,  authorized  by 
his  Government  to  assure  the  United  States, 
fliat  these  points  have  no  tendency  to  violate 
thdrprofeseedprinciplesofneutrality."  Again: 
"It  belongs  to  each  of  tiie  concorring  pwties 
to  propose  tSuat  views ;  bat  the  voire  of  the 
ITnited  Statn  win  be  heard  with  the  mpect 
and  defarmoe  whioh  its  early  labors  in  a  work 
<rf  soeh  importance  will  merit."  And  again,  in 
UngH^  still  less  capable  of  misoonstmction : 
**ue  mamier  in  wmieh  all  odonication  of  En- 


[H.  w  R. 

ropean  powers  on  the  American  continent  shall 
be  rented,  and  ib^  interference  in  the  pres- 
ent contest  between  Spain  and  her  fdmet 
colonies  prevented,  are  other  pc^nts  of  great 
interest  Were  it  proper,  {taatk  the  language  11 
an  eventual  alliance  in  case  these  events  shoula 
occur,  which  is  within  the  range  of  possibilities, 
and  the  treaty,  of  which  no  use  comd  be  made, 
until  the  eatut  f(tderi»  should  happen,  to  re- 
main secret ;  or,  if  this  should  seem  premature, 
a  convention  so  anticipated  would  be  different 
means  to  secure  the  same  end." 

Mr.  Obr^on  says,  that,  "  one  of  the  subjeota 
which  will  occupy  tlie  attention  of  the  Congrees, 
will  be  the  resistance,  or  opposition,  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  neutral  nation  in  the  questi<m 
and  war  iMependenoe  between  the  new 
powns  of  the  continent  and  Spain."  Bnt  in 
no  part  of  his  official  oommanicatiai  does  he 
^>eak  of  an  ei^pected  lOliance  between  them 
and  the  United  States. 

In  refusing,  therefore,-  for  the  present,  to 
bind  this  Government  on  the  subject,  those 
Republics  will  have  no  cause  of  complaint 
against  us.  That  such  a  coalition,  made  poblio 
in  Europe,  would  be  calculated  to  aid  them  hk  , 
the  mamtenance  of  their  independence,  is  a 
proposition  not  altogether  devoid  of  doubt 
How  far  we,  tiie  people  of  the  United  States^ 
might  in  ccmsentuig  to  it,  incur  the  censure  or 
batxed  of  the  crowned  heada  of  £0*000,  it 
would  be  as  unworthy  of  ns,  as  it  woud  be 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  our  foreftithers, 
to  inquire. 

The  objection  to  such  a  course  is,  that  it 
would  be  a  departure  from  the  poUcf  whitdi 
WashlDgton  recommended,  and  to  which  we 
have  stnctly  adhered,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  ttie  Government — enjoying  peace, 
with  a  short  interval,  and  ilnexunpled  profiper> 
ity,  whilst  Europe  has  groaned  under  the  afflic- 
tion of  the  most  desolating  wars.  Yet,  if  th« 
powers  of  Europe  should  attempt  to  ^d  Spain 
m  the  resulijugation  of  South  America  or 
Mexico,  or  to  ccdonixe  any  part  of  either,  It 
would  be  difficolt  to  aati^  me  that  it  would 
not  be  a  dn^  we  owe  to  ourselves,  npon  the 
performance  of  which  mi|^t  depend  the  qui- 
etude, if  not  the  safety  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  part  in  the  contest  in  aid  of  these  Bepnb- 
lics.  In  such  a  stm^le,  we  could  not  if  we 
desiredj  remain  neutrtl.  "We  should  be  forced, 
if  we  did  not  voluntarily  enter,  into  the  vortex ; 
and  God  forbid  that  we  should  ever  raise  our 
arms  bnt  in  defence  of  justice  and  of  liberty. 

Although,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
Executive,  as  quoted  by  my  colleague,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  go  abroad 
in  search  of  monsters  to  destroy ;  yet,  if  mon- 
sters declare  a  war  of  extermination  against 
^edom,  throughout  the  world,  and  should 
attempt  to  enforce  their  most  abominable  doc- 
trines, in  onr  very  neighborhood,  upon  our 
sister  Republics ;  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to 
see  the  United  States  stand  and  supinely  look 
cm  aa  idis  ga»r^  aa  if  not  oonadona  that  tbey 
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smst,  in  thor  tanu  be  called  upon  to  offer 
iheir  Uberty  and  indepcmdenoe  as  a  saorifloe  to 
(hose  moDBtere.  These,  however,  are  but  mj 
cpimons,  which,  as  a  member  of  the  House  of 
^presentattves,  will  never  be  obtrnded  on  the 
Executive  and  Socate  aa  the  ba^  of  aaj  ne- 
gotiation. Let  those  judge  whom  the  constitU' 
tion  calls  on  to  judge.  In  speaking  of  the  cele- 
brated declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware (Mr.  MoLanb)  says,  "  we  ongbt  to  have 
acted  on  it  in  182S ;  tJiat  it  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  stand,  nnless  we  intend  to  com- 
ply." What  was  that  declaration?  Let  anj 
one  read  it,  and  sf^  of  what  he  disi^provea. 
It  oontuns  a  pledge,  ve  are  told.  To  whomt 
Kot  to  the  Governments  of  Soath  America : 
they  do  not  nndwstand  it  In  that  way.  Mr. 
Balazar,  In  his  letter  to  Hr.  Olay,  speaks  ot  it 
fts  a  bare  declaration,  or  protest.  It  is  very 
generally  admitted,  that  auotary  conaeqaenoes 
have  resulted  from  it ;  and  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  retract.  The  declaration,  in  my  hnm- 
ble  opinion,  waa  dictated  with  great  political 
foresight,  and  aooorded  with  the  feefingt  of 
the  whole  nation. 

Hod  we  acted  Qpon  it  In  1828,  was  there  a 
gentleman  on  this  floor  who,  if  he  had  con- 
sidered it  as  hia  doty  to  ^eak  at  all  on  tiie 
•abject,  would  have  aaid  leaat  Is  tJiere  one 
who  would  now  bi^  less!  If  there  is,  he 
would  not  sprak  the  language  of  this  nation. 
Nothing  ever  was  better  said,  or  more  appro- 
priately timed ;  and  yet,  we  are  cautioned  to 
consider  well,  whether  we  should  be  prepared 
to  act  aocordin^y,  when  the  occasion  is  pre- 
sented. Sir,  we  cannot,  at  this  time,  if  we 
would,  withdraw  tlus  declaration,  without 
subjecting  ourselves  to  tiie  charge  ot  the  most 
manifest  injustice,  .and  unfeel^  cruelty  to 
those  whom  we  call  JHmdt.  Better,  by  far, 
that  we  had  never  opened  our  lips  on  the  sub- 
ject, than  now  to  recant  It  would  be  no  very 
indirect  inTitati<m  to  the  powers  of  Europe, 
^ho  may  have  formed  a  coalition  for  that  par- 
pose,  to  attempt  the  execution  of  their  nefari- 
ous prdect  of  the  universal  prostration  of  the 
principles  of  true  liberty,  it  would  add  one 
other  memorable  example  to  the  many,  which 
the  history  of  the  world  has  furnished,  that 
those  who  are  the  most  clamorous  in  their  pro- 
testations of  friendship,  are  not  the  most  to  be 
relied  on.  Kot  that  I  insinuate  that  we  labor 
under  any  obligation  to  any  of  the  South 
American  Qovemments,  to  comply  with  the 
declaration  at  any  time.  Of  that  we  will  de- 
tennine,  when  it  is  meet  to  determine:  tiiis 
only  I  say,  that  all  the  obligations  trf  honOT,  of 
friendship,  of  Jnstioe,  demand  tiiat  we  should 
not  now  retract  it.  No  principle  of  policy,  no 
rule,  of  even  the  most  timid  caution,  can  justify 
such  a  disavowal,  when  it  is  not  necessary  to 
act  upon  it.  Are  we  freemen,  and  shall  we  fear 
to  speak  our  sentiments  !  No,  sir ;  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  of  Jnstijce— for  the  honor  of  my 
ooontry',  I  hope  we  dull  not  take  back  one  word. 


Let  me  add  a  word  ot  two  on  the  suMeot  of 
the  o(mdition  ci  the  idanda  of  GqIm  and  Pnto 
Bico,  in  answer  Ut  tiie  remarks  of  my  colleague^ 
and  I  shall  occupy  the  attention  of  tiie  ocMnmit* 
tee  no  longer.  The  invasion  of  those  idanda 
by  tiie  Umted  States  of  Mexico  and  Colombia, 
we  are  informed,  is  avowedly  among  the  ob- 
jects to  be  matured  by  the  belligerent  States  at 
Panama.  Should  the  project  of  mvarion  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  it  requires  no  great  foreaght 
to  discover  that  the  most  alarming  and  calaml- 
tons  consequences  might  result  m>m  it  to  the 
United  St^es.  Their  importanoe  to  ns,  in  a 
oommeroial  point  of  view,  is  obvious.  The 
obaraoter  of  a  large  portion  of  lii^  population ; 
,  th^  oontigoity  to  onr  ^orea ;  the  inflnenoe 
on  a  itnt^  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
;  United  States,  which  the  tra^c  scenes,  llie 
probable  reenlt  of  such  an  invasion  mig^t  pro- 
duce, are  considerations  of  a  most  momentuoa 
nstnre.  The  probability,  moreover,  arimng 
out  of  such  an  invasion,  that  they  might  fall 
into  tiie  hands  of  some  European  power,  whose 
policy  it  might  be  to  emrarrase,  as  much  aa 
posrable,  our  commerce,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
matter  which,  connected  with  the  other  aspect 
of  it,  eloses  the  door  against  all  possible  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  our  being  ably  represented 
at  tiie  Oongresa,  and  td  endeavori^,  if  posdUe^ 
to  avert  a  eataatroi^e  aa  terriUe  aa  it  is  eer^ 
tain,  anlesB  prevented  by  our  timely  etsttjmm. 
Mr.  Ohairman.  if  tlie  Fnsident  of  the  United 
States  had  omitted  to  use  his  beat  exertions  to 
prevent  such  evils,  he  would  have  deaerred 
the  execrations  of  hia  oonntrymen,  as  worse 
than  atnutor. 

Before  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  Marklet 
read  the  following  resolutions,  which  he  in- 
tended to  ofi^,  should  tiie  presmt  amendment 
not  prevail : 

Reiolved,  As  the  Mnse  of  this  House,  that  the 
Uoited  States  could  not  see,  with  indifference,  the 
transfer  of  the  isluid  of  Cirna  from  fi^ln  to  anj 
other  European  power. 

Retelvtd,  That  this  House  approves  the  course 
adopted  by  the  Fretident,  as  maidfested  by  the  ofB' 
cial  correspondence  l^d  before  the  House,  in  ca- 
deavoring  to  diasaade  the  GoTeraments  of  Colombia 
and  Mexico  from  any  attempt  to  conquer  or  take 
possession  of  said  isUuid. 

Haolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  House,  that,  al- 
though the  time  has  paned,  when  there  edsted  anjr 
probability  of  a  combmation  unong  the  oth^ 
power*  of  Europe  to  co^>perate  with  Bptin  in  at- 
tempts to  conquer  her  former  American  colonies, 
BOW  Independent  States ;  yet,  in  the  Judgment  of 
thin  House,  the  declaration  of  the  late  Prudent  of 
the  United  Sutes,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  in  his 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  December, 
1S28,  was  wise,  seasonable,  and  patriotic ;  that  it 
reserved  to  this  Government  an  uncontroOed  power 
of  decidiug  or  acting,  in  any  crisis,  as  our  interest 
and  fdHej  n^t  require;  uiat  it  had  a  tendency, 
in  ooncuxtenoe  vUh  ottwr  oaases,  to  prevent  aow 
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eombiBatioa  u  abore  mentiraed ;  aad  Aat  the  ten- 
titnents  of  that  dedaraUon,  if  dretunstuices  should, 
bcRkfker,  onfaapfnlj  and  aoezpected]j  arise,  to 
■ake  than  again  apptieable,  vonld  be  etrictly  ooo- 
fonnaMe  to  tu  dn^  and  tnie  p(diej  of  the  United 
StatesL 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Eoiue 


Satubdat,  April  7. 
JToMOtfAuMMi  JUliHa  Claim. 

Th9  House  {hen  went  mto  Committee  of  the 
muAe,  Kr.  BvosAkJui  in  the  ohidr,  on  the  Ull 
"  aHowing  c<HDprasattoo  to  the  State  of  Manap 
ehnsetts,  for  miJitia  earrioes,  penfonned  during 
the  last  war." 

Kr.  DiriGHT  rose  and  said :  The  didm  re- 
•olta,  air,  from  the  reciprootd  rights  and  duties 
eonceded  to  the  Statee,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
General  Ooremment,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  ctmstitation. 

B7  that  compact,  in  her  ohEraoter  of  a  sover- 
dgn  and  independent  State,  Masaaohusetts  snr- 
Tead««d  to  j<m  the  purae  and  the  sword ;  the 
HsolI  and  the  physioal  energieB  of  her  dominion, 
to  be  naed  b  j  yon  for  the  pnrposea  of  the  gene- 
ral weilfive. 

Aware  €i  the  Importance  ct  these  powers, 
and  of  tiie  incranpetency  of  the  States  to  pro- 
tect tiiemseWea,  when  pron  shonld  hare  drawn 
oat  their  revenues  derived  from  the  onstoms, 
you  guaranteed  to  them,  by  the  fourth  section 
of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution,  "  pro- 
tection,^' not  only  against  foreign  '*  invasion," 
but  against  "domestic  violence."  IVom  do- 
mestic violence,  God  forbid  that  she  should 
ever  have  occasion  to  ask  your  protection. 
The  character  of  her  citizens  forbids  such  an 
sfyprehensioQ.  But  from  i&Tadon  she  has 
been,  and  mn-  again  bCL  oranpeUed  to  ask  pro- 
teetkm  from  those  to  whom  she  has  sorrender- 
ed  the  means  by  whidi  she  would  otherwise 
have  protected  hersdf. 

The  pt^iciples  of  the  social  compact  of  Gov- 
mment  itself^  would  justify  the  claim,  inde- 
pendent of  the  special  obligations  which  the 
United  States  have  assnmea  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  privileges  granted  by  the  States.  Under 
what  Government  of  the  earth,  he  would  ask, 
would  the  expenditure  necessarily  Incurred  by 
the  defeooe  of  an  integral  portion  of  the  empire, 
be  thrown  exclusively  upon  the  citizens  of  that 
parttcnlar  territory  I  Where,  but  under  colo- 
nial vassalage,  could  such  a  doctrine  nuuutain  t 
Evea  ther^  tike  colony  would  have  an  exemp- 
tion, wUeh  a  Mate  has  not,  from  tiie  burthens 
inewent  to  tfie  defeooe  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

How  maeh  more  strongly,  rir,  do  such  obli- 
gations rest  upon  the  Groverament  the  United 
SUtes^  by  the  fundamental  law  d  the  country 
— the  constitution  under  which  we  live. 

Independent  of  their  revenues,  which  are 
justiy  termed  the  sinews  of  wu",  ttie  States 
nrrendered,  aa  ftmeans  (tf  d^inoe^  under  oer- 


tain  specified  emergencdes^  thdr  mOltla  to  tbo 
United  States. 

By  the  oonstitntion,  article  1,  section  % 
is  provided  that  Oongress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  ctdling  forth  the  militia — 

To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Uni(m, 

To  suppress  insurrections. 

And  to  repel  invasions. 

And  also  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming 
and  disciplining  the  mUitia,  and  for  goveming 
such  part  (tf  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  Ol  ^  United  States ;  mening  to  the 
States  respectivdy,  the  sppc^tment  of  the 
officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia,  according  to  tiiie  disdpline  prescribed 
by  Oongress, 

By  these  providona,  it  is  manifest,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  laudable  State  Jealousy  whddi 
they  evince,  still  the  militia  of  the  States  ar^ 
to  Uie  General  GovemmeDt,  the  riffht  arm  « 
the  national  d^enee;  and  by  the  other  clause 
that  of  "raising  and  sapportins  armies  and 
maintaining  navies,"  the  General  Government 
were  provided  witii  the  means  of  carrying  on 
their  (j^entwe  operations  against  the  common 
enemy,  whererer  a  Uow  nnju^t  be  stradc  witit 
effect. 

For  purposes,  ihen,  merdy  munl^^pal,  as  ft 
regards  ourselves,  and  strtoUy  d^mtivt,  as  it 
regards  the  enemy,  the  militia  of  the  Statet 
compose  the  force  upon  which  the  General 
Government  m^,  and  perhaps  ought,  ez- 
dosively  to  rely. 

Beyond  this  he  could  never  go,  In  the  con- 
struction of  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  the  militia,  who  are,  in  effect,  the 
people  of  the  States. 

Oan  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that,  by  the 
constitution,  the  fiWnenof  this  country  can  be 
called  from  their  occupations,  against  their 
prineiples^  their  interests,  and  their  wishes,  to 
a  war  of  oongoest  and  aggrandizement,  by  some 
ambitious  and  nnprincipled  Admimstration  that 
sfaaU  hereafter  get  into  place  t 

To  prosecute  what  war  with  gffset  f  he  would 
ask.  An  offiruine  war  1 1 1 — ^Wul  the  people  of 
the  States  for  a  moment  tolerate  the  doctrine  that 
the  militia  of  Massachusetts  may  be  marched  to 
tbe  conquest  of  Mexico,  or  those  of  Geor^a  to  the 
conquest  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  t 

Are  the  yeomen  of  sovereign  States  to  Ite 
made  liaUe  to  a  conscription  more  indisorimi- 
nating  and  not  less  odious  than  that  of  Bona- 
parte? 

Having  shown  that  those  errors  of  oonstlta- 
ti<mal  ^idcm  might  exist  in  men  who  were  de- 
voted to  the  interests  and  honor  of  the  oonntry, 
he  woold  pTOoeed  to  show,  from  the  doonmenti 
themsdves,  l^t  a  due  rfjgard  to  the  seouritr 
and  prote(rti(Hi  of  the  country  must  have  ani- 
mated Uie  Government,  even  at  that  time :  and 
that,  before  any  actuu  invasion  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  fourteen,  the  Government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts had,  practically^  abandoned  the  of- 
fensive oonstitnttonal  doctnnee. 

Indeed,  the  militia  were,  in  several  in- 
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stancflB,  to  the  number  of  three  thooBand,  toI- 
DDturily  submitted  to  the  command  and  direo- 
tion  of  General  Dearborn,  daring  the  Smmner 
and  Fall  of  1814,  and  that  cozuioand  accepted 

him.  Ttiii  ooaH  not  have  been  done  nnlesa 
l£e  GoTemor  had  himaelf  reriBed,  or,  at  least, 
doubted  the  opini<Hi  of  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
■UMitioned  by  him  in  1612;  for  no  inTadon 
actoally  existed,  and  the  President  himself  was 
not  there  in  person  to  assome  the  oommand. 

It  may,  to  be  sore,  be  sud^  that,  as  late  as 
Septembw,  1614.  the  Governor  reflosed  to  put 
tiie  lioopB  detached  for  the  defence  of  BostoD, 
under  the  oommand  of  an  officer  of  the  United 
States.   I  am  not  aware  that  anj  specific  re- 

a nest  was  made  to  him  for  that  parpose,  bnt,  if 
iiere  were,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  the  decinon 
of  1812  was  not  made  tiie  ground  of  refosal. 
Indeed,  during  that  month,  eleven  or  twelve 
hundred  troc^  were  aotoally  placed  in  the 
tortB  of  Bo*t<m  harbor,  under  the  oomnumd  of 
General  Dearborn,  but  more  immediately  com- 
manded by  his  son,  then  a  Brigadier  General  in 
the  Massachusetts  militia.  To  show  the  inton- 
tioQB  and  sentiments  of  the  Government  of 
Hassachusetta,  it  may  be  well  to-  refer  tathe 
order  of  events,  from  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  down  to  the  period,  just  alluded  to. 

By  reference  to  the  order  of  July,  1812,  in 
pursuance  of  the  requisition  of  the  General 
Government  for  the  Massachusetts  quote  of 
100,000  mwL,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  militia 
were  called  upon  by  vttxj  craiddezation  which 
eould  rouse  th^  ewits  aa  mm,  or  thnr  loyalty 
as  patriots^  to  ludd  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  for  the  defence 
vt  the  State.  Ko  remarks,  sir,  can  do  justice 
to  the  spirit  and  sentiments  of  this  order.  He 
would,  therefore,  take  leave  to  quote  firom  it 
some  of  those  sentiments,  which  he  considered 
as  triumphantly  repelling  the  charge  of  an  at- 
tempt to  thwart  the  views  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  re^rd  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. 

"  War  bavlog  been  declared,  the  Comnumder-ln- 
CSdef  oaUi  upon  the  B^Ulia  of  Ifiaachosetts  duly  to 
BOtioe  Uie  solemn  and  IntmsUog  cri^  and  exhorts 
them  to  meet  the  occadon  with  eonstaney  and  flrm- 
neas.  When  war  Is  commenced,  no  hnman  fore- 
sight  can  dseem  the  time  of  Its  termlnaUoD,  or  the 
eonrse  of  events  that  may  f6Uow  in  its  train — but 
the  paUi  of  duty  is  the  patti  of  safety.  Providence 
■ddom  abandons  to  ruin  thoee,  wiio,  to  a  Just  re- 
Hiaoe  t^u  the  superfuteadhi^  influeaee  of  Heaven, 
add  their  own  strmuons  ftxertious  to  prcserve  them* 
■atvas." 

He  then  goes  on  to  recommend  a  dose  and 
persevering  attention  to  the  dntjes  of  their  sev- 
eral stations ;  that  the  men  may  be  perfectly 
armed,  equipped,  and  disciplined ;  that  the  offi- 
cers may  thoroughly  understand  their  duty ; 
and  that  they  all  may  be  ready  with  '*  alacrity 
and  effect  to  defend  their  country,  their  oonsti- 
tntional  rights  and  thdr  liberties,  which  are  not 
only  our  birthrights,  but  whudi,  at  the  expense 
of  BO  much  blood  and  treasure,  mn  purcuaaed 
in  the  late  Bevolution." 


*'  The  CommandeMn'^Jbief  ftirtfaer  orders  ud  di- 
rects that  the  Geuenls  and  oUur  officers  of  the  mi- 
litia of  Hagsachoaetts,  bearing  in  mind  the  pooi- 
bility  of  a  suddeo  inTisoa,  hwd  themselves,  and  the 
corps  under  their  command,  in  constant  rea<UneiB 
to  assemble  and  maroh  to  tbe  defence  of  any  part 
or  parts  of  tbe  Commonwesltii,  pursuant  to  tm  or- 
ders  to  be  ^ven  by  him,  but  without  waitvw  for 
such  orders  in  case  of  adual  invasion,  or  soeh  im- 
nniKHf  dsnger  thereof  aa  will  not  admit  of  dday." 

If  this  be  thwarting  the  -dews  of  the  General 
Govemmmt,  sir,  it  would  follow  that  thoee 
views  were  hostile  to  a  patriotic  defence  oS  the 
territory  of  Massachusetts,  ifhich  he  h^>ed  no 
man  would  be  willing  to  impute  to  iha  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stetes. 

This  was  the  order  under  wluch  the  militia  of 
Massachusetts  were  to  move  throughout  the 
war :  wherever  invasicm  threatened  there  they 
were  to  maroh.  Is  this,  Edr,  throwing  obsta- 
cles in  tiie  way  of  the  General  Govemraratl 
Tme,  eir,  there  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Massachosetts,  an  opporition,  a  ouq- 
statutiomtl  one^  to  the  mem  In  power ;  and  who 
is  there  that  wimld  dare  to  call  upon  the  people 
of  any  State  to  surrender  its  ri^t  to  jud^  what 
class  al  men  are  most  competent  to  wield  the 
power  of  the  nation  t  But,  this  right  of  opinion 
was  not  exercised  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
obBtmct  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  the  letter  of  the  Governor  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  6tii  August,  161S,  he  says : 
the  companies  to  be  marched  to  l^asamaqnoddy 
and  Eastport  wUl  be  stationed  there  '*  until  the 
President  shall  otherwise  direct,"  and,  in  con- 
clnmon,  he  remarks,  that  he  ia  ful^  diraoeed  to 
afford  all  flie  aid  to  the  measures  of  the  National 
Government  which  tbe  orautitnllcm  requires  of 
him ;  butL  he  prerantea,  it  wHl  not  be  expected 
or  deeired  that  he  should  ^  in  the  dn^  ho 
owed  to  the  people  of  the  State,  who  had  con- 
fided their  interest  to  his  care. 

This  letter,  sir,  is  an  argument  to  show,  that 
the  mode  of  calling  out  the  militia  proposed  by 
General  Dearborn,  would  invite  the  a^gmAaoB 
of  the  enemy,  and  diminish  the  power  whioh 
Massachusetts  then  had  of  resistance. 

And,  what  was  the  mode  subsequently  pro- 
posed by  Gen.  Dearlxim !  It  will  be  remem- 
bered tiiat  the  militia  of  MassaohuBette  were 
organized  into  oompaoies  of  sizty-fcmr,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  <x  the  United  States,  and  bin 
requintion  was,  fat  the  militia,  in  oompanieB*^ 
one  hundred  each,  aooording  to  the  cvganiaft- 
tion  of  tbe  regular  army,  and  ocmtrary  to  the 
existing  law  of  the  United  Stetes  in  regard  to 
the  organization  of  the  militia.  No  argument 
need  be  made  to  show  the  practical  inoon- 
venience  which  would  result  from  such  a  calL 
nor  its  tendency  to  defeat  the  constitntioDal 
provision,  whioh  was  reserved  to  the  States,  of 
appointiiu  their  officers  and  training  the  mili- 
tia, acc(»r&ig  to  diwnpline  preaeribM,  \fj  Oon- 
greas. 

In  July,  1618,  the  regular  .troops  were  re- 
moved fran  the  State  of  MasBaohusotts^  to  oanj 
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on  tlie  war  upon  the  northern  frontier.  The 
course  taken  Massachnsetts,  therefore,  did 
not  diminish  the  power  of  the  General  Govem- 
ment  to  prosecnte  the  war  with  effect,  wher- 
ever the  enemy  could  be  met. 

In  Jolj,  1814,  a  requisition  was  made  \>y 
Gen.  Dearborn  npm  the  GoTemw,  for  eleven 
hundred  men,  and  notwithstan^ng  the  strong 
olgectioii  which  reaolted  from  the  organization 
faito  ofHDpaaiea  of  one  hondzed,  as  proposed  by 
that  call,  tfaej  were  placed  under  his  oomman^ 
for  tbe  three  months  rMuired. 

At  the  same  time^  Gen.  Kin^  was  authorized 
to  call  oat  the  militia  of  bis  divimon,  in  Maine, 
and  tdace  them  in  the  forts  along  that  sear 
board,  should  the  offioere  of  the  Umted  States 
require  it. 

The  Hajor-Generals  of  the  fifth  division,  in- 
eluding  the  couQties'of  Plymouth,  Bristol,  and 
Barnstable;  of  the  second  division,  in  the 
county  of  Essex ;  of  the  sixth  and  twelfth  di- 
▼inona,  eotafxmng  the  counties  of  York  and 
Cumberiand — all  ^  which  bordered  upon  the 
seaeoaGt^  were  directed  to  keep  goards  at  the 
points  of  danger,  and  have  the  militia  in  otm- 
atant  readiness  to  mardi,at  the  ahwtest  nolaoe, 
for  the  defonce  of  any  place  that  ai^t  be  at- 
tacked. 

The  alarm  had,  during  this  Summer,  become 
almost  nniversal  along  the  seaooast,  of  six 
hundred  miles,  from  Bbode  Island  to  the  eastern 
extremity  of  Maine,  which  Massachusetts  had 
to  defend,  without  the  aid  of  any  of  the  legulu 
troops. 

British  ships  of  war  were  hovering  on  our 
ooest.  Every  place  was  expc^.  Every 
Uiing  was  in  danger  from  an  effsctive  force  of 
the  eaemy  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  ena- 
bled by  mo  fleet  to  which  they  were  attached, 
to  make  a  descent  upon  any  point  of  this  long- 
extooded  line  of  seaooast. 

Boston  was  considered  the  object  of  the  ene- 
my. The  British  Admiral  threatened  the 
towns  on  the  seaboard  generally,  with  destruc- 
tkOD.  But  the  United  States  naval  depot  at 
Charlestown,  and  the  wealth  of  onr  capital,  at 
once  excited  the  avarice  and  the  love  of  glory 
<rf  the  enemy.  Apprehension  became  universal, 
and  the  danger  of  invasion  was  so  imminent, 
that  the  Government  issued  new  orders  for  the 
wh<de  militia  oi  the  CoDunonwealth  to  be  in 
readiness.  Rve  raiments  of  infuitry,  two 
battalions  of  artillery,  and  sereral  independent 
and  rifle  c<»npaniee--the  flower  of  Massachusetts 
—were  marched  from  the  centre  and  extremity 
<tf  the  Commonwealth  for  the  defence  of  the 
capital — and  remained  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
for  several  weeks,  until  the  iqyprehension  had 
Bufaaded,  or  at  least  the  danger  had  gone  by. 
At  one  of  that  coi7)s,  he  could  himself  bear  tes- 
timoay  to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  troops 
came  oat,  and  the  anleigned  joy  with  which 
they  were  received  as  the  defenders  of  the  cap- 
ital. To  any  one  acquainted  with  the  occnr- 
tHioes  of  that  period,  and  the  threats  of  the 
taemjy  it  would  be  saperfluous  to  say,  that 
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these  measures  averted  the  calamities  which 
would  have  followed  the  tiireatened  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  Twenty-five  hundred  men  were 
marched  from  the  county  of  Norfolk,  after  a 
notice  of  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  defence  of 
B(»ton;  and  eleven  hi|^ed  and  »xty  men 
were  placed,  in  September  of  this  year,  under 
the  command  of  the  United  States  offiora*,  and 
stationed  in  the  forts  of  Boston  harbor. 

A  regiment  waa  stationed  also  at  Cam1»1dg»- 
porlL  and,  at  the  re^UMt  of  General  Dearborn, 
all  the  militia  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston, 
were  kept  in  constant  preparation  to  be  oallea 
out. 

It  is  true,  that  the  troops  ordered  out  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  the  exception  of  those  alluded  to  in  the 
forts  of  Boston  harbor,  were  not  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 
They  were  ordered  out,  in  companies  of  sixty- 
four,  according  to  their  habitual  organization, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
according  to  the  requisition  of  the  offioers  of 
the  General  Government  It  is  believed  that 
such  new  and  illegal  organization  would,  if  not 
resisted  by  the  mintis  themselvee,  at  leaat  have 
thwarted  the  patriotic  purposes  for  which  th«y 
were  summoned  to  the  field. 

Indeed,  the  Governor,  at  this  period,  an- 
nounced to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  had 
not  placed  them  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  chief  of  that  military  district,  because  such 
inconveniences  and  objections  had  arisen  from 
having  done  so  before,  that  he  eoidd  not  repeat 
the  measiire. 

The  cotemporaneons  opinion  of  the  ofiBcera 
of  the  Navjr,  show  how  justly  these  measures 
were  appredated,  and  how  they  estimated  the 
alacrity  of  the  troops  in  coming  to  the  de^oe 
of  the  naval  depot. 

Cconmodore  Bainlnidge,  in  his  letter  of  April 
6,  1814,  expresses  to  General  Welles  "the 
gratification  he  received  In  witnessing  the  ready 
dispoaition  of  Genera]  Brooks,  of  himself,  and 
the  military  under  their  command,  in  afibrding 
aid  in  defence  of  the  frigate  Constitution."  .^a. 
Captain  Jones,  in  bis  letter  to, the  same  militia 
officer,  says,  that  the  proofs  "'of  zeal  and  alac- 
litj  to  repel  meditated  attacks  of  tiie  enemy, 
evmced  in  the  correspondence,  are  extremely 
gratifying,  and  ensured  the  safety  of  the  flour- 
ishing town  of  Charlestown  and  the  navaJ  prop- 
erty which  the  enemy  is  so  desirous  to  destroy.'* 

The  President,  hunBeU^  in  his  Message  of 
February,  1824,  speaking  of  the  services  of  the 
fifth  divmon,  the  accounts  in  regard  to  which 
had  been  audited  at  the  War  Department,  soya, 
that  the  services  rendered  by  it  were  spon- 
taneoas,  patriotic,  and  proper;  necessary  for 
self-defence,  to  repel,  iu  some  instates,  actual 
invasion,  and  in  others  to  meet,  by  adequate 
preparation,  invasions  that  were  menaced. 

Never,  says  he,  in  the  same  oommuDication, 
was  there  a  moment  when  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  in  the  great  body  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  was  impaired,  nor  ia 
there  a  doubt  that  they  were  at  all  tisat0 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATBS  OF  OONflBESa 


ISS 


H.  or  R.] 

willing  to  snpport  their  rights,  and  to  repel  an 
invasion  hj  the  enemy.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
that  essential  service  was  rendered  in  the  late 
war  hy  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  and  from 
the  most  patriotio  motives.  It  seems  just, 
therefore,  says  he,  th#  they  should  he  compen- 
Mted  in  like  manner  with  the  militis  of  the 
other  States. 

Sven  the  remonstrance  of  the  Fntlaiid  o£B- 
oers  against  heing  placed  under  the  command 
of  officers  of  the  United  States,  oonttuns  a  sen- 
timent of  lofty  patriotism,  which,  he  thought, 
might  well  indicate  the  general  feeling  which 
animated  the  citizens  of  his  State.  They  were 
ready  to  defend  their  country  from  invanon, 
and  had  courage  to  preeerve  it  nnpoUnted  by 
any  hostile  foot. 

When  the  little  town  of  Brewster  was  laid 
under  contribution,  (a  common  calami^  of  war,) 
and  was  ohKged  to  pay  money  to  preserve  its 
valuable  salt  works — ^whioh  Captain  Baggott 
threatooed  to  destn^— the  eommittee  ct  the 
a^foining  town  of  Orleans  dedare,  that  tiiey 
Are  doabual  whether  the  paring  aam  a  tribute 
be  oonristent  widi  our  duty  to  onr  oonntiy,  or 
our  adherence  to  the  conatitntioii.  And  they 
Tery  Justly  remark,  that  the  money  ao  ptid,  will 
enable  the  enemy  to  prosecute  the  war  ag^st 
otiier  towns  with  more  vigor. 

Those  who  are  disposed  to  look  into  the  detail 
of  these  alflrms,  and  the  measures  taken  to  repel 
the  enemy  along  the  southern  coast,  will  be  en- 
abled to  form  a  just  estimate  of  both,  by  looking 
into  the  orders  published  by  the  direction  of 
Mqor-Gteneral  Goodwin,  of  the  fifth  divi^on. 

He  felt  convinced  that  the  time  allotted  to 
him,  would  not  enable  him  to  do  that  Justice  in 
the  detail,  to  the  militia  of  Ibsuohnse^  which 
their  patriotism  and  their  servioea  would  require. 

Fwty-four  tbonsand  of  the  militia  were  oiUed 
oat  in  that  State  during  the  war. 

He  would  go  on  now  to  consider,  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  particular  provirions  of  the  bill  npon 
the  teble,  which  pn^osee  to  place  the  claims  of 
the  State  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  cl^s 
of  the  other  States  for  almilar  services.  It  pro- 
Tidea — 

Iflt.  That  they  shall  be  paid  where  the  ser- 
Tices  were  rendered  in  com^iauce  with  the  re- 
quisHion  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  Where  they  were  called  out  to  repel  in* 
Tasion,  or  under  a  wdUfoonded  appreheimon  of 
invadtm.  Provided  the  numbem  were  not  in 
nndne  proportitm  to  the  exigency. 

8d.  where  the  troops  were  not  speoifloally 
withheld  from  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Implying  for  the  same  to  the  Governor,  under 
an  authority  so  to  do  from  tJie  General  Gov- 
ernment. » 

Havhtg  shown,  as  he  confidently  believed,  that 
the  abstract  constitutional  questions  bad  no  effect 
npon  the  character,  usefulness,  or  patriotism,  of 
the  services  rendered,  and,  indeed,  that  the  con- 
stitutional question  was  practically  abandoned 
before  the  important  services  were  rendered, 
he  might  ask,  who  oonld  feel  opposed  to  the 


provisions  of  a  bill  which  proposed  to  put  those 
claims  upon  the  same  footing  of  all  other  daima 
for  similar  services  1 

Ur.  Bpbagub,  of  Haine,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee as  follows: 

Hr.  Chairman :  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  and 
I  am  induced  to  ofibr  my  reaaona  for  beii^t  so, 
beeanse  I  eannot  entindy  odooide  in  ojnnion 
with  dthw  of  the  geDtiemen  from  Ifassachnsetta 
(Ur.  Davib  and  Ur.  I>wioht)  who  have  address 
ed  yes;  and  beoanae  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Ifr.  Hodstok)  1^  been  pleased  to  say, 
that  no  one  who  was  in  the  minority  of  Massa- 
chusetts during  the  late  war,  can  support  the 
bill,  or  receive  money  under  it,  without  a  viola- 
tioa  of  consistency — witiiout,  indeed,  an  aban- 
donment of  principle.  Sir,  tike  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  and  all  her 
Representatives  upon  this'  floor,  were  in  that 
minority.  She  will  receive  a  portion  the 
money  provided  for  by  the  bill,  and  I  am  un- 
willing, by  silence,  to  admit  tiuit  impotatioiia 
can  rest  i^xm  that  ebaracter  fbrpolitioaloonAt- 
ency,  which  we  have  so  hardly  earned  and  so 
long  m^ntained. 

It  is  first  a^ed^  why  should  the  claim  o(  Mas- 
sachusetts be  allowed  ?  X  answer,  because  it  ia 
just  in  itself,  and  because  similar  daims  have 
been  allowed  to  other  Stetea. 

It  is  just  in  itself.  The  several  Stetas  have 
conceded  the  General  Government  the  power 
of  peace  and  war,  uid  the  revenues  by  which 
war  is  to  be  prosecuted  and  aggression  repelled ; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Government 
to  protect  each  Steto  against  invasion.  This 
duty  is  not  left  to  inference,  but  is  imposed^ 
in  express  toma,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  oonstttotioD.  This  hi^ 
obligation,  thus  aasumed  by  the  Amdamental 
oompaot,  is  brought  into  most  vigorous  exerdae 
when  the  United  States  declared  war :  for  thea 
an  enemy  is  created  without  the  consent  of  the 
State ;  the  time  and  ciraumstaDoes  of  the  decia*- 
ration  are  selected  by  tiie  Geiwal  Government; 
and,  most  assuredly,  it  ought  to  defend  the  cit- 
izens from  the  attacks  which  it  has  thus  ddiber- 
ately  oliallenged.  If  it  do  not,  bat  leaves  a  State 
to  exhaust  its  own  resooroes  in  repelling  the 
enemy,  the  United  States  are  bound  to  repay  the 
sums  which  shall  have  been  thus  expended. 

This  proportion  is  so  clear  that  it  hardly  ad- 
mits of  a^ment  or  Ulostraticm.  It  reste  open 
those  eternal  prindtdeeof  Justioe  and  good  futh 
by  which  every  jndidil  tnbanal  prooeeds  in  m- 
forcing  engagements  between  man  and  man. 
Principles,  which  are  fbndamental  in  the  juris* 
prudence  of  every  enlightened  counti^ ;  which 
the  United  States  have  recognized  and  enfwoed ; 
and,  in  obedience  to  which,  Oongress  have  aot- 
ed,  in  granting  claims,  ever  since  the  organisa^ 
tion  of  the  Government. 

Tbis  very  snbiect  of  militia  services  has  pre- 
sented itsdf,  and  the  United  Stetes  have  paid 
large  sums  to  several  Btetes,  for  expenses  in- 
cumd  in  defending  themsdves  during  the  lato 
war,  without  any  previous  request  or  assent  on 
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&e  part  <tftbe  General  Croveniment.  Such  were 
the  daitna  of  Maryland  and  New  York.  This 
principle  has  not  only 'been  acted  upon  in  par- 
ticnlar  cases,  but  establtabed  as  a  general  rule. 
In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Calhoan,  Secretary  of  War, 
to  the  Third  Auditor,  written  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1S18,  in  reference  to  the  claims  of 
the  State  oi  Maryland,  lie  bstb:  *'Tou  will  ad- 
mit ail  the  expenditures  by  the  State  that  are 
of  the  usual  character  in  such  cases,  and  prop- 
eriy  Touched,  lekere  the  militia  haoe  been  eaU- 
«2  out  on  actual  or  vtii-/oundtd  fear  of  inva* 
ifM.'*  And,  in  a  letter  (rfSOth  of  March,  1818, 
the  same  omoer,  in  referenoe  to  the  dainu  of 
Kew  York,  saya :  "  bi  the  settlement  <A  Bimilar 
flceosnts,  «t  Ao*  heen  e$tablithed  by  tkia  Depart- 
ment at  a  prine^le,  that  the  United  States  are 
Qable  for  alt  the  disbursements  made  by  the 
fitat«  on  account  of  militia  called  out  by  au- 
tiiority  of  the  United  States;  provided  such 
dbbursements  were  for  the  nsau  mUitai;  snp- 
pKea,  and  such  as  are  authorized  by  law  for  the 
n^itia.  Th€  tame  principle  appliet  where  the 
militia  have  been  called  out  by  the  State  au- 
thority, and  afterwards  recognized  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  where  they  ha/ceheen  called  out  on  a  svd~ 
deu  inraeion^  or  tteU-foundedfear  of  tntxiriom." 
'  Tbe  bill  befinreiiB  is  fimnded  upon  these  prin- 
dpka  and  these  precedents.  It  proposes  to  pay 
to  Maasaehnaetts  the  aum  which  ahe  necessarily 
«zpaided  tn  protecting  herself  from  invasion, 
during  a  war  declared  by  the  United  Stat«8.  It 
is  to  extend  to  her  the  same  measure  of  justice 
which  has  been  meted  out  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Gonfederacy,and  which  has  been  withheld 
fix>m  ber,  and  her  only.  Such  being  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill,  I  cannot  doubt  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  hears  me  would  wish  to  give  it  bis 
support,  and  repay  to  Maasaohusetts  the  sums 
which  she  has  paid  in  discharging  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  General  Government,  unless  there 
be  some  insnperable  ol^eotion,  involving  a  vio- 
latiMi  of  principle. 

Vhttt,  dien,  are  the  o^eoUona  vhtcfa  have 
been  nrged  agunst  it!  The  ^leech  of  the  gen- 
tlNuan  from  Tenne88e&  Qix.  Houaroif,)  rests 
aokly  upon  certain  aootrioee  and  conduct 
of  lunachnsetts  during  the  war.  His  ol^ec- 
tim,  reduced  to  distinct  form,  is,  that  you 
cannot  pass  this  bill  without  giving  your 
aanctioii  to  those  doctrines  and  that  ovinduct. 
This,  indeed,  comprises  all  that  has  been  urged, 
here  or  elsewhere,  which  is  entitled  to  be  con- 
ndered  as  an  oljection.  •  Those  doctrines  were 
— ^rst,  that  to  the  State  Executive  belongs  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  existence  of  the  e^ouiclea 
upon  wmch  the  militia  are  to  be  oallea  fi»th 
into  the  service  tit  the  United  States;  and,  aeo- 
ond^,  that,  when  called  fivth,  the  militia  can- 
not be  lawfully  commanded  by  any  ofiBoer  of 
the  United  States,  except  by  uie  President  in 
powm.  These  doctrines  were,  uncjuestionably, 
crroDeoaSb  I  thonght  so  then — I  think  so  still— 
I  have  never  had  a  doubt  of  it.  I  have  resisted 
th«n  from  the  first  moment  of  their  promulga- 
tion; aadftr  be  it  from  me  now  to  say,  ordo^ 


or  assent  to  thing  which  would  establish 
them  as  tme.  The  daim  of  Massachusetts  is  not, 
for  a  moment,  to  be  put  in  competition  with  a 
sound  oonstruotion  of  the  constitution—itis  but 
as  the  dust  in  the  balance,  in  the  comparison. 

By  passing  the  bill,  you  undoubtedly  approve 
of  the  militia  services  for  which  it  makes  pay- 
ment But  yon  do  not  thereby  sanction  the  opin- 
ions and  conduct  which  have  been  mentioned, 
unless  they  were  so  connected  with  the  services 
tfaAt  yon  cannot  countenance  the  one  witiiont 
opponng  the  other.  Were  they  so  connected! 
At  firat  view,  it  woold  aeem  diffionit  to  povdve 
how  Burioei^  ■otnally  perfimned,  shoula  be  con- 
sidered as  growing  out  of  a  refhsal  to  render 
service.  But,  wiUwot  rd^g  upon  this,  I  ask 
your  attention  to  the  transactions  of  the  period 
when  these  expenses  were  incurred.  Let  us  see 
what  was  done,  and  not  merely  what  was  sud. 

The  act  of  10th  of  April,  1612,  authorized  a 
detachment  from  the  militia  of  100^000  men, 
of  which  each  State  was  to  ftimish  its  quota ; 
and  the  Preadent  was  authorized  to  call  them 
into  actual  service,  in  all  the  exigencies  provid- 
ed for  by  the  constitution.  In  the  same  month 
of  April,  1819,  the  Secretary  of  War  requested 
the  Governors  of  the  aevml  States  to  hold 
their  respective  quotas  of  s^  detaehment  In 
readiness;  and,  on  Oie  98d^  June  following, 
four  days  after  the  declaration  of  war,  Geneim 
Dearborn  requested  the  Governor  of  Maseaohn- 
setts  to  call  into  actual  service  forty-one  com- 
panies as  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts  gnota  of 
said  detachment,  under  the  act  of  Apnl,  1812. 
This  requisition  was  sanctioned  1^  the  Presi- 
dent, and  enforced  by  a  letter  tvom  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
written  on  the  21at  of  July,  1812.  The  !Execn- 
tive  of  Massachusetts  then  consulted  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State^  and  there- 
upon advanced  those  erroneoua  doctrines  re- 
specting the  consdtntional  power  over  the  militia, 
whloh  have  beat  so  mnch  and  so  Jos^  censn> 
ed ;  «dA  Governor  Strong  then  reAued  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisiticm  whieh  had  been  made. 
What  was  the  extent  of  that  reftisal?  The  most 
obvious  answer  is,  that  it  was  oo-extenaive  with 
the  request,  which  was  confined,  in  express 
terms,  to  a  part  of  the  detachment  authorized 
by  the  Taw  of  1812,  and  for  nx  months  only. 
But  gentlemen  may,  perhaps,  contend  that,  a 
part  having  been  called  for  and  withheld,  the 
refusal,  if  nuretracted,  is  to  be  coiuidered  as 
operating  so  long  as  the  detachment  and  the 
hiw  of  1812  existed.  This  is  its  utmost  latitude. 
It  surely  could  have  no  eflfeot  when  the  subject 
matter,  upon  which  it  was  to  act,  was  gone. 
When  the  law  ceases  to  exist,  disobedlenoe  of 
it  b  necessarily  at  aa  end.  Now,  sir,  the  law 
of  1812  expired,  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1814,  and  all  tlie  expenses  Ibr 
which  remuneration  is  asked,  excepting  a  small 
fraction,  an  hundredth  part,  perhaps,  aoomed 
after  that  period.  If,  then,  the  requisition  made 
under  the  act  of  1812  had  been  rally  comidied 
with— nay,  dr,  if  the  whole  detachment  oreated 
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by  that  law  had  been  in  actual  service  daring 
the  whole  term  of  ita  existence— it  would  not 
hftve  precluded  the  necessity  of  the  serrioea  ren- 
dered in  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1614,  when 
the  enemy  was  waging  war  with  his  utmost  vigor 
upon  our  seacoast.  The  provision  for  defence, 
by  the  law  of  1812,  was  contemplated  to  extend 
only  to  Apiil,  161^  when  the  law  and  detooh- 
znent  expired  together.  Bo  ftr,  then,  there  was 
no  oonueotioQ  whatever  between  those  errone- 
ous opinions,  or  refluaL  vdA  the  militia  services 
mbsequently  performed. 

In  April,  1814,  commenoed  a  new  era.  The 
only  act  of  Congress  bearing  upon  this  subject, 
t^en  remaining  in  foroe,  was  the  law  of  28t^ 
February,  179S.  By  the  first  section  of  that  act, 
it  is  provided,  that,  in  ease  of  invasion,  or  immi- 
nent danger  of  invasion,  "it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  to  call  forth 
such  number  of  the  militia  of  the  State  or  States 
moot  convenient  to  the  place,  of  danger,  or  scene 
ot  action,  aa  he  may  Jndge  necessary  to  repel 
Muh  invMtHiT  and  to  usae  his  wders  fbr  that 
poipoee  to  snoh  officer  or  officers  of  iho  militia 
tm  he  shall  think  proper."  I  cannot  agree  in 
the  opinion,  respecting  this  law,  which  has  Just 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Hasaa- 
ebusetta,  (Mr.  Dwioht,)  but  will  endeavor  to 
present  my  own  views  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  by  the  constitn- 
tion,  the  President  has  no  power  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  in  any  event  whatever.  He  is  to  be 
the  Oommander-iu-Cbief  of  the  militia,  when  in 
actual  service.  But  to  Oongress,  and  Oongress 
al<me,  belongs  the  power  to  provide  for  oalling 
them  forth.  The  kw  then  might  as  well  have 
vested  this  andunity  in  amr  other  tribunal  or 
individnal  as  in  the  Preflioent,  8iappo»  that 
it  had  declared  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
TJolted  States  should  judga  <xf  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  oonstitntional  exigencies  upon 
which  the  militia  are  to  l>e  required,  and,  upon 
snob  judgment,  should  issue  their  mandate  to  a 
militia  officer;  would  it  be  oontende4l  that 
that  court  could  have  constituted  an  inferior  i 
tribunal  to  form  that  Judgment  in  tlieir  stead, 
and  to  issue  that  maiidatel  Under  this  law, 
the  Preeident  was  only  an  went,  with  defined 
and  delegated  powers.  And  if  the  principle, 
that  delegated  power  cannot  be  agiun  delegated, 
is  ever  to  be  applied,  it  must  be  to  a  ease  like 
Ais,  where  it  was  to  be  exerted  upon  fotore 
ooDtingeodes,  and  a  Judgment  to  be  formed  by 
the  agent  npon  knowledge  to  be  acquired.  It 
involved  the  exercise  of  a  most  important  and 
delicate  discretion.  It  was  strictly  fidoaary. 
The  President,  then,  could  not  impart  this 
power  to  others.  He  could  not  parcel  out  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  and  the  forming  of 
hie  judgment,  among  a  number  of  infoior 
offioers,  and  authorize  each  to  Judge  and  to 
oalt  forth  the  militia  at  pleasure.  If  he  could, 
tben  the  persons  so  authorized  might  delegate 
this  power  to  their  inferiors,  and  these  again 
to  others,  and  eo  on,  without  limitatioo,  until 
the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  might 
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be  at  the  command  of  tihe  memest  nbaltern  in 

the  Army. 

Will  it  be  said  that  I  am  encroaching  upon 
the  powers  of  the  General  Grovernmeot  over 
the  militia  t  I  am  not.  I  hold  that  the  power 
of  Congress  to  {novide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  is  a  ocmi^ete  power ;  th^  may  exercise 
it  at  pleasure.  But  no  offioer  can  cul  fbr  the 
militia  in  any  other  maimer  than  that  iriu<di 
has  beca  provided  by  law ;  and,  if  he  attempt 
to  do  so,  he  encroaches  upon  Ha  powers  of 
Congress,  and  his  call  is  utterly  nugatory.  Will 
it  be  eaiA  that  General  Dearborn  was  on^  the 
medium,  a  mere  conduit,  through  wliidi  the 
IVesident  acted,  and  that  the  requisition  was 
the  order  of  the  President,  issued  upon  his  own 
judgment,  and  not  dependent  upon  any  discre- 
tion in  General  Dearborn?  Sir,  all  tbe  docu- 
ments before  us,  and  the  whole  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  United  Statee  officers  in  Mas- 
sachusettt,  show  that  it  was  otherwise.  The 
nature  of  the  authority  intended  to  be  omftond 
upon  that  c^Boer,  ia  deariy  shown  by  iti  letter 
from  the  8eoretai7  of  War  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  dated  ISth  of  Jnne,  1813.  Itia 
in  these  words: 

"Sir:  I  am  <Breotedby  thePMndent  to  reqaeat 
70Qr  ExeeHenoy  to  order  into  the  eerrioe  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  reqvintion  ef  Major-O&neral 
Dearboniy  tuck  part  of  the  quota  of  the  ndlida  of 
Masaachnsetta,  detached  eoidbroiably  to  the  set  of 
lOth  April,  1812,  at  ke  may  deem  wceuary  for  the 
defence  of  the  seacoast." 

This  is  no  present  order  for  the  militia,  but 
wholly  prospective,  and  makes  the  calling  for 
them  to  d^nd  entirely  upon  the  discretion  of 
the  officer,  and  not  upon  the  lodgment  of  the 
President  It  was  written  before  the  war 
existed,  while  we  were  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  It  does  not,  indeed,  directly  appuv, 
that  the  President  attempted  to  confer  autiiority 
on  General  Dearborn,  under  the  law  of  1196 ; 
although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  gathered  from  the 
tenor  of  the  documents,  that  it  was  contem- 
plated that  he  should  exercise  the  same  general 
discretionary  power  under  this  law  as  under 
that  of  1812.  But,  as  such  a  power  could  not 
he  delegated,  Genernl  Dearborn  could  poMen  no 
authority  to  call  forth  the  miliUa. 

Another  difficulty  has  preeeoted  itselC.  The 
gentleman  frmn  Tennessee  has  told  ns  that  no 
officer  of  the  militia  is  to  be  cCHumanded  by 
an  inferior  aShxr  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  So  says  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate;  so  say  the 
roles  and  articles  of  war,  and  every  other 
anthority  upon  the  sal^jeot  I  should  like,  then, 
to  be  informed  bow  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia  of  a  State  is  bound  to  obey  the 
order*  or  eommandt  of  a  M^or-General  of  tlie 
Army  of  the  United  States,  issued  at  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  such  officer  ?  I  put  it  to  tlie 
gentleman  to  answer  me.  Will  he  say  that 
such  commander-in-chief^  with  soveuty  tlMm- 
sand  tuiyonets  at  his  oommand,  and  thirten 
BU(jor-g«a)wals  under  him,  ia  not  snpaior  in 
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grade  to  a  General  in  the  Ano;^  V  Ho  <Hie  will 
pretend  it.  Will  be  eqr  that  the  reqaldtlon 
upon  tiM  Governor  was  to  be  an  order  to  him 
as  a  militia  officer  t  Then  it  was  a  mere  nnllity. 
The  onljr  mode  provided  by  Gonsreas  was  hj 
m  order  to  an  officer  of  the  muitia.  And  a 
leqaest  for  troops,  bo  far  as  relates  to  its  legal 
^cacy,  might  as  well  be  addressed  to  the  priest 
tit  a  parish,  or  a  proctor  in  a  college,  as  to  the 
Goremor  of  a  State,  if  it  be  not  an  order  to 
him  as  a  militia  officer. 

SiTf  the  President  never  issned  his  order  for 
the  militia  ot  Maasachnsetta,  under  the  act  of 
1795 ;  and  no  constitutional  provisiob  was 
made  for  her  defence  by  the  General  Govera- 
ment,  after  April,  1814.  Bbe  was  compelled  to 
defend  berselL  After  the  peace  In  Europe,  the 
toBtaj  was  enabled  to  bring  an  immense  force 
npon  her  wtended  coast,  and  die  was  left  to 
e^haiut*lier  own  resooroes  in  r^pcUing  the 
enem^  and  protecting  the  territory  of  the 
TTnited  States  from  iDvadon.  These  ezpendi- 
tarea  are  whol^  disconnected  from  all  censar- 
aUe  acts  and  erroneous  opinions,  and  we  are 
■olemntj  bouid  to  make  rennmeration  for  them, 
as  we  have  done  for  all  similar  aervicee  in  other 
Staio. 

The  gentlonan  from  Tennessee  has  spoken  at 
large  of  the  conduct  of  Hassachnsetts  during 
the  war ;  bat,  after  all  lus  laborious  researches, 
be  has  loond  but  one  instance  in  which,  even 
by  bis  owa  construction,  there  was  any  want 
{Nvmptitnde  in  repelling  the  enemy ;  and  that 
wBBthfl  case  oi  the  htUe  town  of  Brewster.  He 
ipiAa  annewhat  sueeringly  oi  the  contribntacm 
levied  upon  that  place;  and  told  ns,  rather 
■gnifioantly,  tiiat  if  he  had  been  there,  he 
would  have  met  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the 
bayoneL  Tee,  sir,  if  he  had  lived  in  a  little 
Tillage  of  thirty  or  forty  houses,  upon  a  sandy 
cape,  where  three  British  74s  could,  within 
{Knot  bluik  shot,  have  poured  in  their  whole 
battniea,  and  demolish  It  at  once,  he  would 
have  stood  upon  the  naked  beach  and  met  those 
748  at  Uie  point  of  the  bayonet  I  It  would 
have  been  a  most  gallant  action  I  The  genUe- 
uan  spoke  oi  that  which  he  did  not  nndmtand. 
Had  he  known  the  hardy  Oape  Cod  men  as  well 
m  I  do,  he  would  have  known  that  there  is  not 
upon  this  earth  a  set  of  men  that  meet  an  enemy 
more  fearlessly  than  they  do.  Such  were  the 
men  who  adiiered  your  victories  upon  the  Lakes, 
and  iip<Hi  the  Ocean,  and  suffered  in  the  prisons 
of  Dartmoor;  and  I  envy  not  the  man  wno  can 
^leak  of  tb^  misfortnnes  with  a  sneer. 

I  am  not  an  apol<^t  for  the  conduct  of 
Ibflsachnsetta  during  the  war.  There  was 
nocfa  of  it  which  I  never  did,  and  never  con 
approve.  But  I  would  not  be  indiscriminate  in 
my  eensnrew 
I  would  not  be  drawn  aside  from  the  saljeot 


fatftm  and  ot  wbleh,  for  the  present  I  am 
MDtflBtto  Speak.  I  have  before  remarked,  that 
Geacral  Dearborn  had  no  power  to  make  any 
■thoritative  requisitions  ror  the  militia  after 


the  year  1613.  But  that  brave  and  fhithfol 
officer  was  anzioni  that  the  territory  and 
proper^  within  his  district  ahoald  be  d^oided, 
and,  fbr  that  porpoe^  he,  at  different  tfane^ 
requested  that  laroops  ahoiud  be  called  fbrth ; 
and,  Dotwitbstandii^;  what  has  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  every  request 
made  upon  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  was 
substantially  compHed  with  after  1812.  I  do 
not  mean  &at  they  were  answered  in  form, 
and  the  troops  always  placed  under  the  officers 
of  the  United  States,  but,  that  the  measures 
desired  were  actually  adopted.  There  was  con- 
oert  and  arrangement  between  the  offioers  of  the 
General  and  State  Gtorenunents  In  th^  e»r- 
tiotts  to  deCmd  the  soil. 

The  first  requisition  made  by  General  Dear- 
born, after  1813,  was  <»  the  8ui  (tf  July,  1814, 
and  was  for  eleven  hnndred  men  to  bis  called 
into  service,  with  suitable  officers.  On  the 
twelfth  of  the  same  July,  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  ordered  bis  At^utant-Genend  to 
comply  with  that  request,  which  was  done,  and 
the  troops  placed  under  the  command  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States. 

The  next  request  was  on  the  13th  of  August 
of  tbe  same  year,  when  he  desired  that  small 
detachments  should  be  turned  out,  as  occasion 
should  require,  for  the  defence  of  the  seaooast. 
Thu  measure  was  adq>ted. 

On  the  Stfa  September,  1814,  General 
Dearbwn  reqaested  about  four  thousand  seven 
hnndred  «en  to  be  ealled  out,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  same  September,  he  suggested  the 
propriety  of  having  all  the  militia  within  twen- 
ty or  thirty  miles  of  the  seacoast  on  the  alert, 
and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 
On  the  same  flth  of  September,  the  Governor 
called  into  servioe  more  tnut  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  troops,  and  ordered  the  whole  militia 
*of  the  State  to  be  in  ocnstant  readiness  fbr  an 
instant  maroh. 

On  the  17tfa  of  the  same  September,  General 
Dearborn  made  a  reqnirition  fbr  twelve  hundred 
mm,  which  was  complied  with,  and  the  troops 
placed  under  his  command,  In  the  fints  of  the 
Uaited  States. 

On  the  30th  September,  1814,  pursuant  to  pre- 
vioas  arruigemeot,  eleven  honored  men  were 
ordered  by  ^le  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  to 
be  placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  but  difficulties  arising  from  the 
militia,  and  not  from  the  (zovemment,  prevented 
this  arrangement  being  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  September,  three 
hundred  men  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
OoL  Walbaoh,  of  the  United  States  Army,  for 
the  defence  tn  Portsmoath,  in  New  Hampshire. 
As  early  as  August,  1813,  at  the  request  of 


of  flie  militia,  which,  is  now  more  immediately  Gieaeral  Dearborn,  three  companies  were  placed 


under  tbe  command  of  General  Boyd,  a  United 
States  officer,  at  Esstport. 

In  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1814  Commo- 
dore Bainbridge^  tlien  oraimandw  of  the  UnUed 
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States  Kavj  Yard  at  Ohariestowii,  made  several 
reqnesta  for  preparations  and  aid  from  the  militia, 
for  the  defeQca  of  the  frigate  CoDstitntion.  and 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
all  which  were  with  sach  alacrity  complied 
with  as  to  cause  expressioos  of  gratiQoation,  not 
only  from  the  Commodore,  tmt  tnm  tlw  Seore* 
tary  of  the  Nary  himself. 

On  the  Ist  <tf  July,  1614,  the  GoTonuHr  of 
irassaobnsetta  gare  ozden  to  Ibjjor-Genenl 
SjDff,  th^  wnenoTer  a{^oatl«i  should  he 
made  l^^  an  aothoriwd  officer  of  liie  United 
States  commandipg  any  of  the  forts  of  the 
United  States,  for  aid  to  defend  them  against  the 
u)proach  ol  an  enemy,  he  should  comply  with 
the  request,  aod  itanush  the  nnmher  of  men 
desired. 

I  have  thus  far  confined  myself  to  the  tran»- 
actions  of  the  war,  and  the  circnmstances  at- 
tendant upon  the  services  for  which  compensa- 
tion is  claimed.  Since  that  time,  the  Govern- 
ment of  KassachusettB  hare  nneqoivocally 
renounced  those  erroneous  doctrines  which  are 
now  urged  as  so  formidable  an  ottJeotion  to 
tiiia  bill.  Here  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
I  do  not  contend  that  this  nnnndatifm  gives 
any  new  merits  to  the  daim.  It  must  make 
its  w^  by  its  own  original  strength.  But  the 
disavowal  removes  an  obstruction  presented  to 
the  progrws  of  the  claim.  It  is  objected,  that 
yon  will  jeopardize  the  sound  constraction  of 
the  consUtntion.  But  those  erroneous  ezpod- 
tions  having  been  expressly  renounced  by  the 
State  which  advanced  them,  if  you  allow  the 
claim  after  and  upon  such  reonndftion,  you 
thereby  sanction  the  disavowid,  and  repudiate 
those  doctrines.  Hie  objection  is  thus  eflfoot- 
luiSj  obviated. 

Ilie  prinoipleB  fit  this  bill  are  most  safe  for 
the  National  Treasury :  for,  however  great  may 
have  been  the  expenditures  Massachusette, 
no  more  can  be  paid  to  her  than  it  must  have 
cost  the  United  States  to  have  provided  for  her 
defence.  On  the  other  hand,  if  her  measures 
were  more  economic^  than  those  of  the  United 
States,  you  derive  the  whole  benefit  of  that 
economy ;  and,  in  point  of  ftict,  if  the  forty-one 
companies,  called  for  by  General  Dearborn,  had 
been  in  service  during  the  two  years  that  the 
law  of  1812  continued  in  force,  it  would  have 
oost  the  United  States  hundreds  of  thooaands 
<tf  doUan^  and  probably  more  tban  the  whole 
^■ting  claim.  The  dtlxens  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine  may  have  suffered  by  that  refiisal,  their 
defence  not  being  adequately  provided  for ;  but 
it  will  be  an  immense  benefit  to  the  National 
Treasury,  even  when  the  whole  demand  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  interest,  shall  be  allowed. 

I  am  constrained,  rir,  to  acknowledge  that  I 
came  to  this  inquiry  with  {neposscssions  against 
the  claim ;  bat  careful  investigation  has  con- 
vinced me  of  its  justice ;  and  I  cannot  doubt, 


ject  a  thorough  examination,  will  come  to  the 
same  result.  This  conviction  is  strengthened 
by  the  &ot|  th^  every  committee  to  whom  it 


has  been  referred,  and  there  have  been  not  less 
tiian  three,  have  reported  in  favor  of  the  claim; 
and  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  wh<^ 
of  all  men  in  the  National  Government,  had  the 
best  means  of  understanding  it,  and  certainly  had 
no  reason  to  be  unduly  biasaed  in  its  favor,  ac- 
knowledged itsjustice,  and,  by  repeated  messagea 
to  Congress,  strongly  recommended  its  payment. 
Ihope,  then,  that  it  will  not  be  thongfat  mdeco- 
rouB  in  me  to  request  gentlemen  to  ocnne  to  the 
cwudmtion  of  tills  subject  unbiassed,  and  to 
discard  whatever  of  prejudice  the  e^tement  of 
past  times  may  have  produced :  for,  prejudice 
silently  and  secretly  wmds  its  subtile  and  ten- 
uous web  anmnd  the  mind,  until  the  rays  of 
truth  are  nttcdy  ezolnded. 
All  the  errors  of  Massachusetts  have  been 

Eortrayed  in  sombre  colors,  while  her  merita 
ave  been  passed  by  in  silence.  Even  her 
early  sufferings,  without  which  some  t)f  those 
who  are  now  ready  to  reproach  her,  would  never 
have  breathed  the  air  or  lisped  the  accents  of 
freedom,  seems  to  be  almost  fcwgotten.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  delineate  her  character;  it 
belongs  to  other  hands.  Bat.  rince  all  who 
were  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  daring  the  late 
war,  have  been  visited  by  indiscriminate  d*- 
nundations,  I  trast  I  may  be  indolged  la  saying 
a  few  worda  for  that  part  which  now  consti- 
tntes  my  own  State. 

Maine,  sir,  under  all  her  Bafferings,  has  been, 
at  all  times,  the  firm  and  ondeviating  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  our  country.  Although  a  great 
portion  of  her  citizens  were  dependent  upon 
commerce  for  their  very  subBistence,  yet,  daring 
embargo,  restrictions,  and  war,  she  beheld  her 
commerce  annihilated,  her  wharves  and  her 
shores  desolate;  her  ships,  her  produce,  and 
her  storehouses  rotting  tcwether,  her  merchants 
ruined,  her  mechanics  anasnlors  reduced  fnm 
competence  to  beggary,  and  misery  and  want 
spread  through  her  land — and  all  without  a 
murmurl  She  never  faltered  for  a  moment: 
but  remmned  the  fearless  and  unwavering  fKeoa 
of  the  National  Government. 

During  the  war,  bordering  for  more  than 
three  hundred  miles  upon  the  territories  of  the 
enemy,  and  with  nearly  the  same  extent  of 
maritime  frontier,  indented  with  innumerable 
bays  and  inlets,  studded  with  towns  and  vil- 
lages, with  millions  of  shipping  in  her  harbon^ 
when  the  enemy  after  the  pacification  in  Hki- 
rope^  was  enabled  to  bring  his  immense  forces 
upon  her  shores,  and  was  waging  a  barbarous 
warfare,  ravaging  and  making  incorsions  into 
her  territory,  when  dismay  went  before  him, 
and  desolaticm  followed  in  his  trun,  she  was 
compelled  to  meet  and  sti^  the  enemy  alOne 
and  unassisted.  Ton  sent  not  a  soldier  to  her 
relief:  nay,  her  own  hardy  sons,  who  had  vol- 
unteered loto  your  service,  were  not  permitted 
to  remain  to  defend  their  own  homes  and  their 


that  every  gentleman  who  will  give  to  the  sub-  families,  but  marched  away  to  the  fhintiers  of 


New  Yorl^to  fight  the  battles  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara.  Yes,  sir,  the  batUes  of  Chippewa  and 
Niagara  I  Who  composed  the  ninth  r«giment| 
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Thioh  had  jost  been  mentioned  \>j  the  gentleman 
from  MassachuBetta,  (Mr.  Dvi&ht,)  and  which 
there  fought  sacoeasfully  agiunst  twice  their 
Dombera  of  British  veterans,  whilst  one-half  of 
their  own  nomber  bad  fallen  on  the  field  ?  That 
regiment  was  tmeqaalled  ezc^t  by  the  twentj- 
fireL  Tea,  the  twentj-first  1  in  which  fought 
tbose^  whom  Bifdey  first  led  firom  the  stabbom 
■ml  <»  Midne ;  which,  when  the  fate  of  the  bat- 
tle Kiagan  stood  subtended,  or  rather,  when 
it  was  almost  decided  against  70a,  tuned  the 
tide  of  war,  hj  a  moTemmt  so  despraate^  that 
tiie  conmuuiding  general  had  not  even  thought  of 
proposing  it  to  anj.  Bat  BipiCT  knew  his  men, 
and  bj  his  order,  under  the  gallant  Miller,  Uiey 
ascended  an  eminence  commanded  by  all  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  in  the  fall  blaze  of  their 
cannon,  continued  to  advance,  until  they  cut 
down  the  artiUerists  at  their  pieces,  and  drove 
the  infantry  from  the  position.  The  British 
eommander,  stang  to  madness  by  this  nnex- 
pected  defeat,  bronght,  in  three  sucoessive 
charges,  fireah  and  redoubled  foroes,  to  reta^ 
the  gromid.  The  conflict  was  man  to  mui,  and 
bayrawt  to  bayonet— the  omnbatents  eom- 
mingjed — the  enemy  was  beaten.  It  was  a 
oootaet  wliich,  for  obstinatd  and  detq[>erate 
valor,  was  aaeqnalled,  apon  land,  during  the 
whole  war;  and  the  twenty-first  r^mient 
stands  iinrivaUed.  And  what  return  has  Mune 
received  ?  Kwlect  then,  and  contumely  now. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  ahuost  all  the  officers 
a&d  soldiers  from  Maine  and  Massachaaetts 
were  coldly  tamed  out  of  your  service.  Those 
who  had  been  "  first  in  the  fight "  found  no 
room  "at  the  feast."  'While'w^ads  lowered 
aronad  us,  and  the  tempest  raged,  you  called 
non  them  to  protect  yoa  ftom  its  ftary ;  but 
when  peace  had  returned,  and  all  was  Mr,  and 
edm,  and  safe,  their  and  mffUke  i^rtaes 
eoold  be  dii^Mued  with.  Others  found  more 
&vor  in  your  eyes;  perhaps  of  more  supple 
form  and  gayer  plamage,  I  ooold  proceed 
farther  in  this  course  of  remark,  hot  I  am  un- 
willing to  do  so.  It  is  grating  to  my  feelings 
to  be  compelled  to  speak  of  my  own  State ;  and 
I  should  not  have  done  so,  had  not  indiscrimi- 
nate censure  been  poured  forth  apon  a  people 
whose  fidelity  and  patriotism  have  been  ^ways 
ewspicnoaa,  in  spite  of  privation,  and  danger, 
and  neglect,  and  injury.  Miune  has  done  her 
doty  to  the  otmoat;  bat  she  has  not,  like  some 
others,  trumpeted  her  merits.  She  seeks  no 
KwarasL  She  asks  no  &vors.  She  demands 
equal  and  impartial  Justice.  And  I  am 
confident  that  justice  will  not  be  withheld.  Its 
exercise  is  enjoined  upon  you  by  every  coosid* 
ttation  of  moral  right  aad  political  ezpedieucy. 
Vhilst  despots  are  laboring  and  combining  to 
prop  up  their  iron  thrones,  it  is  our  high  duty 
to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our  own  institu- 
tioos,  as  the  best  service  we  can  render  to  our- 
selves and  to  mankind.  To  this  end,  we  must 
OQ  an  occasions  seek  to  cement  our  Union,  to 
Innd  together  all  the  parts  in  the  bonds  of  mu- 
toal  intor^  motnai  confidenoe,  aad  mutoal  af- 


fection. One  deliberate  act  of  palpable  ii^iu- 
tice  to  a  Stat&  may  chill  the  warm  current  of 
patriotism,  ana  engender  distrust  and  resent- 
ment. To  adopt  the  prindples  which  have 
been  advanced  in  this  debate ;  to  punish,  stig- 
matize, and  degrade  a  State,  for  errors  of  opin- 
ion, must  be  felt  not  only  as  an  injory,  hut  as 
an  insnlt.  The  wounded  ^irit  will  rookie  from 
generatioii  to  generation.  If  yoa  omnpel  tho 
fathers  to  eat  soar  grwea,  the  ohildrui*B  teeth 
will  be  set  on  edge.  Bi|}eot,  then,  thla  noTeL 
this  alarming  dootriiie.  Plant  not  a  root  of 
bittemesfl)  whioh  raaj  spriiu  up,  and  rise,  and 
expand,  until  it  oonn  ud  daricena  all  tfaiiiair 
laira. 


KoNSXT,  April  10. 
Bdu(f  to  Florida  Indiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oookb,  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida  Indians,  and  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wbol&  Mr. 
Lawbebtok,  of  Pa.,  in  the  ohair,  on  that  bilL 

Mr,  OooKB  (Ohidrman  of  the  Oommiftee  on 
Indian  Afiiurs)  stud,  that  before  the  House  pro< 
ceeded  to  the  subject  of  the  Panama  Mjsnon, 
(which,  he  presumed,  would  be  taken  up  pres- 
entiy,)  he  would  ask  that  the  bill  for  the  reli^ 
of  the  Florida  Indians  might  be  considered — it 
woold  occupy  but  a  short  time,  and  the  neoes- 
nty  for  passing  it  was  pressing.  A  part  of  these 
Indians  oein^  in  a  state  of  aotaal  starvation, 
uid  oommittmg,  from  the  pressare  of  want,  dep- 
redations on  the  white  population  in  all  direo- 
tions  aronnd  them ;  if  aay  thing  was  to  be  done 
for  their  relief  homanity  dictated  that  it  should 
be  done  with  as  littie  delay  aa  possible. 

Mr.  WuGBT  said  be  nnderstood  the  oUeot  of 
the  bill,  aa  avowed  by  the  committee  iuM  re- 
ported it,  to  be,  to  afford  immediate  relief  to 
the  Seminole  Indians  now  on  the  Peniosola 
Florida,  who  are  represented  as  in  a  starving 
condition.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  had  ever 
been  the  poUcy  of  this  Government  to  support 
those  tribes  m  Indians  who,  by  indolence  or 
carelessness,  wwe  reduced  to  distress ;  but  this 
is  a  different  case;  these  Indians  have  been  re- 
moved, under  treaty  stipulations,  from  the  good 
lands  in  Florida  to  the  barren  lands  of  the  pen- 
insula, and  left  thrae  to  famish.  By  the  treaty, 
if  the  lands  on  the  peniosnla  shall  prove  to  be 
bad  and  insnffldent  to  sustain  these  people,  we 
are  to  set  apart  other  hmds  in  Florida,  siuioi«it 
for  that  purpose.  He  sidd  we  are  bonud,  by 
every  princif^e  of  humanity  and  justioe,  to  fur- 
nish supplies  to  them,  until  we  ascertain  what 
land  is  to  be  set  apart  to  them  according  to  our 
contract  He  was  willing  to  appropriate  moaey 
sufficient  for  that  purpose :  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  furtiier.  The  hill  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation for  that  purpose,  and  a^  to  pay  iXe 
experao  cf  removing  too  litdiam  xeett  nf  the 
Mimutippi.  He  knew  of  no  treaty  stipulations 
to  remove  these  Indians  west  of  the  Mbsissippi, 
nor  of  their  oonseating  to  snob  removal,  nor 
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oonid  be  peroeive  the  necessary  ooDnection  be- 
tween BQoh  removal  and  their  present  sabsist- 
enoe.  Ttie  oommittee  bad  not  ezplained  the 
oonneotion.  The  qnestion  of  oolooizing  the  In- 
dians in  the  Western  country,  he  said,  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  was  before  the  Honse 
in  a  distinct  shape.  He  wished  to  act  on  that 
snbjeot  direotly,  it  would  excite  discussion,  and 
be  warmly  opposed :  for  hinaseli^  he  avowed  lus 
(^position  to  the  whole  scheme.  He  was  un- 
willing to  legUate  indirectly  npon  BoMmportaat 
s  qnertion,  to  oommit  the  Honse^  bnt  he  uiou^ht 
th^y  thooid  be  kept  separate — ther  were  im- 
pn^ly  blended  t«^^er.  Helu^>edtheamend- 
ment  proposed  by  his  colleague  would  prevtdl. 

Mr.  Hatdbh  wished  the  sum  in  the  bill  to  be 
reduced  from  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars;  when,  on  modon  of  Mr. 
VoLbak,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  laid  on  tbe  table 

IKmion  to  Paiuma. 

The  House  having  agwn  resumed  the  oon- 
aideratlon  of  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Voniga  Bdations,  approving  the  Miarfon  to 
Piuuuna,  with  the  amendments  propodng  a 
quallficatiwi  to  tbe  general  e^masKm  <tf  appro- 
baUm  thereof  Mr.  Haultoit  addreBsed  the 
oommittee  aa  follows : 

I  nndertake  to  affirm,  and  to  prove  as  well  as 
affirm,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  unreasonable 
delay  In  the  deoiaon  of  this  measure  before  the 
Senate,  it  is  chargeable  fo  the  course  pursued  by 
^e  Executive  himself;  and,  if  there  has  been 
any  party  excitement,  it  has  been  both  first  felt 
and  provoked  by  the  Administration  and  its 
friends.  These  portions  will  be  best  sustained 
by  A  brief  narative^  ab  ovo.  of  the  droumstances 
incident  to  this  measore,  from  the  moment  the 
invltatlmi  was  tendered  to  this  Oovemment  to 
send  Ministers  or  Bepresentatives  to  I^mama, 
(call  tiiem  what  yon  will,)  down  to  the  period 
•when  the  President  tbon^t  fit  to  transmit  his 
memorable  Message  to  this  H<HiBe,  asking  for  an 

3>propriation  to  carry  the  purpoMs  of  the  mis- 
on  into  efibot. 

I  shall,  in  this  narrative,  appeal  to  no  other 
souroe  than  to  the  iiwts  disclosed  by  the  docu- 
ments pnblished  by  the  authority  of  the  Senate, 
which  have  Iteen  l^d  on  onr  tables,  and,  there- 
Ibre,  are  now  a  part  of  the  m  guta  of  this 
whole  sDlrieot 

It  will  be  nooUected,  that,  althoogh  verbal 
'oonferMioM  were  hdd  hytbe  Beoretaiy  of  State 
with  the  MlnlstMB  of  Colombia  and  Mexico,  at 
the  Department  of  State,  daring  the  last  Spring, 
it  was  on  the  Sd  of  November  that  Mr.  Salazar 
and  Mr.  Obregon,  tbe  Flenipotmtiaries  fPora 
tiiese  powers,  gave  a  written  invitation  to  our 
Oovcrament  to  unite  in  the  deliberations  at  the 
Ittbmns.  It  was  on  the  80th  of  November, 
nearly  one  month  after,  before  this  invitation 
was  accepted^  notwithstanding  the  precious  and 
•xigent  relauon  whicli  it  is  allied  to  bear  to 
onr  interests.  This  was  alrant  six  days  prior  to 
tbe  aeetiiig  of  Congress,  when  the  Pre^^ent 


informs  the  Sonth  American  Ministers  '*Oaif 
dionld  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  now  ex- 
pected to  sssemble  in  a  few  days,  give  their  ad- 
vice and  consent  that  commisMoners  would  be 
sent,"  Now  here  was  delay,  and  some- 
thing worse.  If  the  President  bad  Binoerely  de- 
sired to  avidl  himself  of  the  ttdoiee,  and  be  in- 
fluenced by  tiie  eorumt  of  the  Senate,  as  it  was 
to  assemble  in  five  or  nx  days,  wonld  be  have 
embarrassed  this  bo^  by  a  pruiminaiy  aooept- 
aoee^  however  qnalimd  f  Would  he  not  have 
presented  tbe  measure,  ss  bis  predeeessw  did 
the  qmstion  of  the  reo(^illMi  ot  the  independ- 
enoe  the  Sonth  American  Republics^  fnn 
from  all  commitment  whatsoever  f  Bnt  for  the 
present,  let  this  pass. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  only  notioe 
which  the  Execnuve  thought  proper  to  take  of 
this  misrion,  was  very  nnceremoniously  to  In- 
form ns,  that  the  invitation  given  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  parties  to  the  Congress  had 
been  accepted,  and  that  ^nisters  "wonld  be 
oommi^oned  to  take  part  in  those  delibw- 
ations."  There  was  something  even  here  so  ex* 
traordioary  in  the  phraseolt^  employed,  that 
this  part  of  the  Messue  was  the  frnitfid  ooeftp 
sioD  of  much  verbal  oiititusm,  and  enrioos  speo- 
ulatitm,  as  to  the  amount  of  constitutional 
power  which  the  President  seemed  disposed  to 
assert  for  himself.  Nor  was  the  import  of  this 
doubtful  ssaumption  fully  ezplfUned,  nntil  the 
President's  confidential  Message  of  the  26th  of 
December,  to  tbe  Senate,  revealed  the  astound- 
ing fact,  that  the  power  of  siding  Ministtirs  to 
this  Congress,  witnout  the  intervention  orsano- 
tion  of  theSeniAe,  was  declared  to  be  within 
the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Executive.** 

Mr.  Hawltozt  said  be  would  not  break  the 
oontinnity  <tf  htsBarnitive  by  stc^ng  to  aiKm 
this  unexpected  and  untooaUe  dogma.  He 
would  content  Umself  by  remarking,  tbiU  tbe 
Prerident,  in  the  abstract  extension  of  his  pow- 
ers, seemed  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  dis- 
tinction between  Ministers  or  Plenipotentiariea 
under  tiie  constitution,  endowed  with  the  exer- 
cise of  certain  prerogatives,  and  mere  agents 
appointed  to  collect  information.  It  is  sufficient 
fur  present  purposes,  however,  to  say,  that  it  is 
by  no  means  improbable,  that^  from  the  6th  to 
to  the  26th  December,  it  was  one  of  tbe  points 
of  political  caraistty  and  oonstitutionsl  doctrine, 
roost  anxionaly  mooted  in  the  cabinet,  to  dedde 
whether  any  appeal  was  at  all  neoettarr  to  an 
assembly  likdy  to  ^ove  so  stubborn  mm  bo  dis- 
loyal as  tbe  Senate  of  tbe  United  Statesu  But 
BO  it  is,  that,  for  twenty  days,  this  measure  waa 
delayed  by  the  Executive  in  his  own  liands; 
and,  at  length,  on  the  26th,  his  Measnge  was 
transmitted  to  the  Senate,  aocoinpanied,  liters 
ally,  by  no  authmtie  ififcrtnation,  satisfactorily 
defining  the  character,  specifying  the  objects, 
and  unfolding  the  advantages  likely  to  eume 
from  onr  uniting  in  the  deliberations  ot  this 
South  American  Congress. 

All  the  documents  which  accompanied  this 
MMBSge  at  that  ttme^  were  the  letters  of  Uw 
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Mnfaten  of  OolomWa,  M«zioo,  and  Central 
Amntea,  giring  the  ioTUatiM,  and  these  not  in 
soy  degree  ntbfyio;  thoM  pelimlBary  oondl- 
tiuns  vhiofa  tfae  Prerident  hims^  had  ^eg«d 
vera  neoeaury  to  its  aooeptaaoe. 

On  the  4th  of  Suaurj^  immediately  on  tfae 
termination  of  the  holidays,  the  Senate  took  the 
nlgect  np,  with  erery  i^^Mrent  desire  to  give  it 
s  prompt  floorideration.  Aeoordh^y,  it  would 
nem  fnm  ihrtr  JonmaliL  tiiat^  on  utat  di^,  a 
raaolntion  was  paaaed,  ealiing  on  ttw  ^eenlive 
fcr  oopiee  of  the  oonTeDtkns  ooodaded  between 
Mako  and  the  £fltoent  Sonth  American  Re- 
pabliei^  wi^  each  other,  in  rdation  to  the  pn>- 
poeed  aaeembly  at  the  IsUunoa,  and,  likewise, 
fbr  sBch  other  informaticoi  as  might  be  in  the 
poeseeeion  of  the  Preudent,  tending  to  show 
die  character  and  objeot  of  the  Oongross. 

To  tins  call  the  Preeident  did  not'  reqwnd 
on^  the  9(h  of  Janoary;  he  then  sent  liie  oon- 
Tentioas  retired,  and  a  series  of  letters  from 
Hr.  day  to  llr.  Ifiddleean,  from  the  lattw  to 
the  fiffmw,  uid  a  oocreepoiidenoe  between  the 
Department  of  State  and  Mr.  Poanaett,  with 
londiT  letters  fioin  llr.  PoiiMtt  to  tha  Ifoziean, 
as  WW  as  to  his  own  Qorenuneot. 

Hw  eommittee  will  besr  in  ndod,  that  tito 
OMTentiotts  which  were  then,  for  the  first  time, 
eommnnicated,  contain  the  only  antheotdc  ez- 
pomtaon  of  the  understanding  of  &e  real  parties, 
of  the  objects  <Kf  tfae  contemplated  Oongreea. 
Tet  the  neeideat  wished  sinoOTely,  freely,  and 
fiiUy,  to  consolt  with  the  Senate  I 

Bot  this  is  not  alL  In  the  senes  of  lettets 
comranmeated,  those  to  and  from  Vt,  IGddle- 
ton  were  oalcolated  to  produce  an  impression  on 
tfae  Senate,  that  a  pacification  between  Spain 
and  her  once  Amnioan  colonifls  waa  a  probable 
evwt.  No  in^iTesrioiL  waa  oert^ily  better  ori- 
eolated  to  leoiOTB  all  ol^jectims  to  the  mission 
than  this,  beoanse  onr  nentrality,  in  snoh  a  con- 
tingency, Goold  not,  in  any  degree,  beimi^ioated 
or  invcdred,  by  being  parties  to  the  Ooagresg. 
The  Senate  was  permitted  to  remain  nnder  this 
impressiMi  notil  the  80th  of  Jaonary,  when  a 
resolntion  was  offered  in  that  body,  calling  on 
the  President  for  the  correapondence  between 
oar  Minister  in  Sj^n  Ererett)  witii  hia 
own  and  that  Government.  This  oul  extracted 
the  letter  ct  Mr.  Everett,  which  contained  the 
£rect  and  posidve  information  that  there  ex- 
isted no  probability  of  ^e  King  of  Spain's  ao- 
knowled^iw  the  independence  of  bis  former 
Amerioan  ffiMnlnions;  and  tiiat,  witiioot  any 
a&tee  reaonroeethanuiosa  of  hinw  aadreIl|^aB 
bith,  hb  stood  immovably  on  hu  ri^t. 

Here,  to  nse  the  mildiost  term,  was  kept  back, 
ondl  extorted  by  an  explicit  call,  information  of 
the  uKWt  maUrial  churaeter.  The  fact  itself 
was  well  fitted  to  prodaoe  not  only  deh^,  bnt 
^stmst  on  the  part  of  the  Beoate. 

It  was  at  this  time  the  friends  (rfthe  Admin- 
btratioa,  both  here  and  in  their  £iithftd  prints 
at  a  difltanoe,  cn>ened  in  the  loudest  note  of  de- 
inuunatton  agmnst  a  fiutioua  delay  on  the  part 
of  that  body.    It  will  be  reooUeoted  that  the 


[H.  or  K 

Senate  ware  aeemm^y  evm  threatened  with  an 
appeal  to  this  Honse,  by  the  triumphant  paasaoe 
of  a  reaolntion  which  I  had  laid  on  the  tabuk 
which  was  qiplied  to  a  parpoee  diflbrent  indeed 
from  the  objeot  for  wUoh  it  was  (»iginally  de- 
igned. Immediately  after  this  measure,  whkAi 
was  zealously  pressed  by  the  friends  iA  the  Ad- 
ministration,  the  Senate,  denrous,  as  we  may 
infor,  as  a  sta^  matter  ti  rifdit,  should  the 
Prement  make  hia  ^^fixtiom^  mpeal  to  the 
people,  thnmgb  this  House,  that  thdr  own  jaft> 
ttfioaUoi  mi^taoeMupany  it,  passed  dnft^ww- 
ing  resolve  on  Hie  Um  Felnwj: 

**  Jtflnrfwd;  That  the  Preeident  be  respeotftdly  v»> 
quested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  sneb  ottjection 
exiils  to  tfae  pabBcadon  of  the  doeuments  COD3" 
moDioatod  by  the  ExeeutiTe,  or  aay  portion  of 
them ;  and,  if  so,  to  meoify  the  parts,  the  poblks* 
tion  of  whfadl  would,  for  that  reason,  be  objeotiou* 
abU.** 

To  this  ra«>eotftil  appHostion  they  reoeired 
the  eanstio  rebuke  contmned  la  the  Pre^Senfc^ 
re^y  of  the  ITtfa,  in  whidi  he  says — 

"  BeHering  that  the  established  usage  of  free  con- 
fidential commnoioations  between  the  Eiecatlve 
and  tfae  Senate  oi^t,  for  the  public  interest,  to  be 
peeseived  uidrapa&ed,'!  deem  it  my  i&dispeossUe 
dsty  to  leave  to  the  Senate  Itself  the  decisioD  of  a 
qU^AloQ,  luTcriTing  a  departure,  hitherto,  so  far  asl 
am  toformed,  wiuout  example,  from  that  usage, 
and  upon  the  mottves  for  which,  not  belog  informed 
of  tbem,  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  decide." 

Now,  mark  the  seqneL  When  the  mission 
was  finally  passed  io  tiie  Senate,  by  a  slender 
majority  at  five  votes,  tiie  President  transmitted 
with  his  Messan  of  the  l7th  Marob,  to  this 
House — to  his  ndthfbl  Ckimmons— docnmenu 
of  the  very  same  imptvt,  the  publication  of 
whleh  he  had  prohibited  to  that  disloyal  bo^, 
wUoh  had  preamned  to  qnesttoa  the  wisdom  of 
his  measure.  From  thb  fiwt  but  one  inforenoe 
is  to  be  dedoeed :  tliat  tlds  yutf  mancenvre  of 
the  Eneutive  was  for  the  pnrpoee  of  ebtaining 
the  first  word  with  the  people,  through  the 
medium  of  an  impesmg  appeal  heralded  by  thia 
Honse,  whilst  tboee  whom  he  had  assailed 
should  be  qnietly  looked  np  "tm<2»r  ike  mtab- 
liahtd  utaga  of  and  em^dmtial  aoTimtmi' 
cation*  Mmmr  tKe  SxmuUm  and  the  SfinaU.** 

Let  these  facts,  then,  detomine  on  whom  the 
charge  of  nnraasonable  delay  and  parfy  effort, 
in  relalim  to  this  minimi,  most  pn^erly  be- 
longs. 

The  next  propositimi,  whidi  the  Presidaife  la» 
bors  with  anal  not  faideeddi^roportioDedtothe 
difficulty  of  hia  task,  is  to  prove  that  our  unit- 
ing in  the  ddibmtionB  of  uie  Oongrees  at  Pan- 
ama, does  not  neoesearily  import  an  alliance 
with  the  powers  there  to  be  assembled.  He 
was  frdly  aware  that  the  language  held  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  Ministera,  went  the  whole 
length  establi^ing  such  an  allianoe,  (exist- 
ing now,  in  point  of  fact,  as  far  as  the  power 
and  faith  of  the  Executive  can  give  it  author- 
ity and  sanction,)  and  that,  therefore,  this  was 
a  p<nnt  on  whioh  tH  the  ingenuity  of  the 
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Dial  pleading  of  diplomaoj  was  reqiiired.  I 
said,  an  allUnce  now  exi^  in  point  of  fiust 
Yes,  fiir,  I  aver  it  That  ia  to  aa.y,  if  the  £x- 
eontive  of  the  ooontry  haa  the  oonatitutional 
power  to  ooodnde  snob  a  conTention,  without 
the  aaiu^on  of  the  CoDgreee  of  the  United 
Btatea.  Bat,  thank  Qod,  he  haa  not  The 
faet,  nevertheleaa,  showa  how  dangerooal;  he 
Iku  pawned  the  good  faitii  of  tiie  country,  to 
redeem  or  sanction  which,  depend  upon  it, 
ibnoB  the  primary  motive  with  the  Adminie- 
tratioD,  th^  our  assent  ahoold  be  obtained  to 
this  ezb-aordinary  mission.  Now  for  the  foot. 
The  declaration  of  Hr.  Honro&  in  his  Message 
of  December,  1628,  is  made  the  bams  of'thia 
wood  alluoce,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Fresi- 
aeot,  on- his  own  aathoritj,  baa  thought  proper 
to  make  certain  declaratory  enga^meats  with 
the  South  American  powers,  to  give  to  which 
the  forms  of  a  solemn  leuae  is,  withoat  donht, 
the  chief  indnoementa  w^  thoae  Btatee,  that 
v«  should  go  into  the  Oongreea  at  Panama. 
This  dedantion  of  Hz.  Ifonroe  (which  haa 
bem  moat  u^nstifiably  termed  by  the  Admin- 
wtration  a  pledge,  and,  hj  their  subsequent 
oommentaries  on  it^  converted  into  one)  U  the 
mere  avowal  of  an  opinion — neither  importing, 
towards  others,  an  oblimtion,  nor  even  to  onr- 
aelvea.  What  is  itt  Why,  rir,  a  deolaraticv 
that  "  we  owe  it  to  candor,  and  to  the  amica- 
ble relations  subsisting  between  the  United 
States  and  those  powers  (European)  to  declare, 
that  we  should  consider  anj  attempt  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  pcvUon  of  this  hemisphere, 
as  daonroDS  to  oar  peace,  oar  safety."  Chi 
Ibis  amiBiattcNi  of  an  opii^on,  the  present  Ad- 
Biniatration  have  not  only  made  it  the  buds  of 
onr  nidations  with  the  South  Amerioan  B»- 
pnblios,  but  as  a  leading  oonuderation  by  whidi 
Taioalde  trea^  equivalenta  and  conoeauona  are 
to  be  obtained.  The  o(Hutraotion  they  put  on 
this  declaration  in  these  negotiations,  ia,  that, 
if  any  European  power  ^odd  attempt  a  colo- 
nization of  any  portion  of  the  continent  of 
AmerioA,  or  take  part  with  Spain  in  the  con- 
test between  her  and  her  former  ooloniee—in 
that  evmt,  we  are  to  become  their  allies,  and 
bear  the  urunt  of  the  oonteat  Need  I  mpmX 
to  the  anthotity  which  was  {rfven  to  Jil^.  Poiu- 
■att  to  ludd  thia  langnago,  by  Its  rabaequent  en- 
tire aanotion  by  the  Aaministratioa,  to  show, 
omclnavely,  that  this  alliance,  gvoaa^  does  ex- 
ist, as  far  as  the  President  has  auuKnity  to 
make  it!  Need  I  refer  to  the  documents  to 
demonstrate,  that,  as  a  lentimato  consequence 
of  this  declaration,  expresuy  quoted,  the  Presi- 
dent has  also  ent^«d  into  a  conventiooal  aili- 
ance  with  the  South  American  States,  to  pre- 
vent the  transfer  or  conquest  of  Cuba  and  Por- 
to Kico  to  any  European  power!  But,  wr, 
when  the  Senate,  by  the  aocumolation  of  all 
these  alarming  circumstances,  were  aide  to  es- 
tablish the  fact,  in  their  disooadona,  that  the 
only  purpose  Ihr  whidi  we  woe  wanted  at 
Panama,  by  the  South  American  States,  was, 
aider  the  piM  "  ot  maUng  effieetoal  the  mem- 


(Huble  pledge  of  the  late  Preddent,"  to  indooe 
OS  to  give  the  parchment  and  wax  to  thia 
league,  offenrive  and  defensive ;  the  Preddoit. 
convinced  this  deplorable  commitment,  and 
aware  of  this  dilemma,  in  making  his  appear- 
ance in  onr  House  on  this  topic,  made  such  m 
qualification  of  the  whole  matter,  as  suited  the 
exigency  of  the  argument,  bat  wliich,  at  the 
same  time,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sol- 
emn engagements  he  had  authorized  6ar  IQn- 
ister  to  make.  And,  after  (aa  the  documenti 
disclose)  he  has  authorized  his  Hinister  to  oae 
Ur.  Monroe's  declaration  as  a  pledge,  amount- 
ing to  the  essence  of  a  treaty  of  alMnce,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  he  aays  to  us,  that  "  should 
it  be  deemed  advisable  to  contract  any  conven- 
tiooal engagement  on  this  topic,  our  views 
woold  extend  no  farther  than  to  a  mutual 
pledge  of  the  parties  to  the  compact,  to  main- 
tain the  prindple  la  ai^iUcation  to  iU  own  ter- 
ritory ^  and  to  permit  no  eohtiiallod^tmmtt  itt 
establishment  of  European  jarisdiotioii  upra  <to 
(wn  »eU;  and,  witii  ren>ect  to  the  obtmriro 
interference  from  abroad,  if  its  future  charac- 
ter may  be  inferred  from  that  which  has  been, 
and,  perhaps,  still  Is,  exercised  in  more  than 
one  of  Uie  new  States,  &  joint  declaration  of  itt 
character^  and  exposare  or  it  to  the  world,  may  be. 
probably,  aU  that  the  occasion  would  require." 

From  this  language,  it  now  appears,  that  we 
are  to  go  to  Panama,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  declaration,  that,  "  in  application  to  onr 
own  territory,  we  will  penult  no  colonization, 
on  the  part  of  any  foreign  power.''  To  what 
contemi^  will  this  miserable  retreat,  after  onr 
blostetiiig,  sal{)ect  us,  not  only  in  the  opinloo 
of  the  South  American  Republics,  but  ut  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe!  to  say  nothiug  of  the  hu- 
miliating aq>ect  which  it  presents  m  our  enter- 
ing into  "a  joint  declaration"  with  other 
States,  that  onr  territory  shall  not  be  violated^ 
our  rights  assailed,  or  honor  invaded,  by  a  Sor- 
eign  power.  This,  sir,  is  equally  honorable, 
and  predsely  analogons,  to  a  man's  entering  into 
a  joint  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  securitiea, 
not  to  be  cuffed  and  kicked  with  impunity. 

The  next  topics  which  dalm  the  notice  of 
the  Preridoit,  in  his  Message  to  this  Bouse^  are 
those  which  must  excite  an  e^tedal  intereat 
with  such  of  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  represmt  ■ 
certain  portion  of  our  oommon  Union  on  tlua 
floor — a  section  with  which  I  am  content  and 

Eroud  to  sink  or  swim.  I  allude,  rir,  to  wVat 
e  is  pleased  to  say  in  regard  to  Oie  slave 
trade;  our  relations,  present  or  prospective, 
with  Hayti ;  and  our  policy  in  rcoard  to  the 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  On  the  first 
of  these  subjects  he  informs  us : 

'*  A  concert  of  meisures,  bsriDK  refereDce  to  the 
more  effectual  KtKdiUon  of  the  African  skre  trade, 
and  the  consideratiou  of  the  light  in  wbicb  the  po- 
UUeal  condition  of  the  island  of  Hayti  is  to  be  re> 
garded,  are  also  among  the  subjects  mcDtiooed  by 
Uie  Ifioister  tnm  tbe  Bepnblic  of  Colombia,  as  be- 
lieved to  be  aidtable  for  dcUberatien  at  the  Coo- 
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Jn  xaferenee  to  the  first  ptrfnt,  what  I  have 
to  8^  shall  be  inolnded  in  a  single  sentence. 
That  the  President  has  been  a  reiy  nnadTlBed, 
or  •  very  uninBtracced  apectator  of  the  events 
pmrtng  under  hie  own  official  agency,  if  he 
does  not  know  that,  on  the  sn^ect  of  tiie  slave 
trade,  the  position  which  the  United  States  has 
taken,  is  titte  resalt  of  full  oonsid^ation  and 
advisement.  Public  opinion,  snstained  by 
legislative  sanctions,  has  declared  that  we  will 
not  permit  oar  own  laws,  affecting  our  own 
(dtizeas,  to  be  ezeoated  by  an  alien  power ; 
and,  uiider  no  inoctifiM^ion.  will  we  concede 
the  right  of  search.  Oa  utese  principles,  we 
have  muled  our  ooIorB  to  the  mast.  Then  why 
utw  into  •  "  eonoert  of  measares,"  when,  aa 
&r  as  we  are  ooneemed,  we  have  discharged 
all  the  obligaU<»u  which  belong  to  a  civilized 
nation,  in  wiolishing  this  traffic — in  which  we 
have  practically  done  more  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  pot  together.  That  the  topic  is  on- 
snitable  **  for  deliberation,"  the  Fr^ident 
might,  we  suppose,  have  learnt,  from  the  fate 
of  the  articles  in  the  treaties  he  concladed  with 
Great  Britain  and  Colombia,  the  rejection  of 
which  onW  subjected  as  to  snspioion  and  re- 
proach. It  is  entirely  obriona,  tiiat,  on  this 
nlHect^  we  have  no  interest  which  invokes  us 
to  Panama. 

Bat  what,  air^  does  he  say,  on  the  other  por- 
tentous theme !  As  tedious  as  the  reading  of 
Iheae  documents  may  be,  my  anxieties  are  too 
Inenly  excited  to  allow  me  to  omit  bringing  to 
yonr  view  the  strange  and  equivocal  la^gonge 
which  the  Executive  holds  on  this  subject,  after 
having  previoudy  declared  that  "  the  light  in 
wluch  the  political" — mark  you,  poHtieal — 
**  condition  of  Hayti  is  to  be  r^arded,"  will  be 
a  suitable  subject  for  deliberation,  in  reference 
to  a  concert  of  measures  betwem  the  Spanish 
American  Republics  and  ourselves.  Hear  what 
hea^a: 

"  Whether  tiie  political  condition  of  the  island  of 
Hajti  shall  be  brought  at  all  into  diwoasion  at  the 
meeting,  may  be  a  qoesthm  for  prelindnary  adrise- 
mtm.  There  are  m  the  poUUcal  otHisUtadao  of 
Government,  of  that  people,  circomatanoea  which 
have  hitherto  forbidden  the  acknowledgment  of 
them,  by  the  GoTemmeot  of  the  United  States,  as 
•DTerelgn  and  independent.  Additional  reasons  for 
withholding  that  acknowledgment,  hare  recently 
been  se^  in  tbdr  acceptance  of  a  nominal  sover- 
dgsty,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  Prince,  under 
conditions  equivaJeat  to  the  concesuon  by  ttiem,  of 
exelnsive  commercial  advantages  to  one  nation, 
adapted  altogether  to  the  state  of  colonial  vassalage, 
■nd  rptaining  little  of  independence  but  the  name. 
Oar  PleoipotenUaries  wtU  be  instructed  to  present 
these  views  to  the  assembly  at  Panama ;  and  should 
they  not  be  eonoarred  la,  to  decline  accediog  to 
any  arrangement  wUeh  may  be  proposed  vpoa  ifif- 
ferant  prindplea.'' 

The  President  has,  no  doubt,  thrown  the 
lalgect,  in  the  form  in  which  he  has  thus  pre- 
•snted  it  to  thu  House,  after  the  mysticism  in 
vluch  it  was  veiled  to  the  Senate,  to  quiet 
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the  feelings  of  tiie  SonUi,  which  bave  bees 

soiribly  excited,  by  the  fact  of  this  juvposi- 
tion,  and  by  the  language  the  Colombian  Hin> 
istor  has  employed  in  relation  to  it  But  X  ob- 
ject, in  limine,  to  the  grounds  on  which  tiie 
President  puts  onr  eventual  acqoieeoence  in  any 
consultations  on  this  topio^  as  fomkkd  In  radi- 
cal and  pemiciooB  error. 

In  the  first  place,  onr  policy  may  be  consid- 
ered as  fixed,  in  regard  to  onr  relations  with 
the  island  of  Hayti.  Such  portions  of  the 
Union  as  have  an  iatereet  in  commercial  inter' 
oonrse  witti  it,  may  e^Joy  these  benefits ;  but 
the  poiAt  I  oomdder  as  settled,  is,  that  we  have 
no  political  or  diplomatio  tuati<»iB  with  its 
Government;  and  that,  In  no  shape  whatso- 
ever, shoold  we  acknowledge  its  indepotdmioe. 
This  last  is  a  point  of  saoh  eminent  policy,  in 
relation  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  a  wgfi  num- 
ber of  the  States  of  this  Union,  ^at  it  excites 
no  small  misgivings,  to  find  that  the  President 
is  willing  to  go  into  a  foreign  Congress,  to  treat 
on  this  vital  and  alarming  qoeaticm  to  onr  se- 
curity and  repose,  even  as  a  matter  (rf  "  pr^ 
liminary  advisemmt." 

Now,  let  na  see  by  what  guards  the  Presi- 
dent propwas  to  protect  onr  iuteresto.  He 
says:  "Whether  Um  pi^tieal  oondition  ci 
Hayti  shaU  be  broaght  at  all  into  disoassion  at 
the  meeting,  may  be  a  question  for  preliminary 
advisement"  Now,  what  does  Mr.  Salazar 
say?  "That  this  question  will  be  determined 
at  the  isthmus."  The  President  says,  "that 
additional  reasons  for  withholding  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  independence,  nave  been  re- 
cently seen,  in  their  aooeptauce  of  a  nominal 
sovereignty,  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince." 
Whereas,  Mr.  Balazar  says :  "  The  descendants 
of  this  portion  of  the  globe  (tiie  people  of 
Hayti)  have  snoceeded  in  founding  an  inde- 
pendent republic^  whose  Government  ia  now 
TeoogDizoA  by  its  anaant  metropolis." 

So  far,  the  Colombian  Ifinister,  in  disclosing 
the  objects  for  which  we  abonld  go  into  the 
Congress  of  Panama,  in  regard  to  this  salgeet, 
is  at  points  with  onr  Executive, 

The  President,  however,  declares  that  oar 
Plenipotentiaries  will  be  instructed  to  present 
these  views  to  the  Assembly  at  Panama ;  and 
should  they  not  be  concurred  in,  to  decline  ac- 
ceding to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, on  different  principles.  What  views  f 
Why,  not  a  solenm  protest  a^nst  our  concur- 
ring in  any  plan  of  recognition  whatsoever; 
but  that,  as  Hayti  is  not  suffioientiy  potent  and 
formidable,  from  an  entire  and  unequivocal 
recognition  of  its  Independence,  on  the  part  of 
Frane^  this  recc^tioa  should  be  temporarily 
withheld  by  us.  Now,  sir,  the  very  contin- 
gency which  is  implied  from  the  President's 
own  words,  as  the  condition  necessary  for  onr 
concurrence  in  any  arraogement  for  recogni* 
tion,  is  the  one  most  alarming  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  If  this  Repoblio 
is  not  in  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage,  its  next 
best  oonditiMi,  fiw  our  saf«ty,  is  one  of  "nom- 
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Snal  aoTeragntj,  sven  by  the  grant  of  a  foreign 
prince."  Bat  the  Colombian  Minieter  invites 
«B  into  the  Congress,  eipresslT'  to  establish 
"a  nnifonn  role  of  oondact,'*  in  regard  to 
this  island. 

Thus  it  is,  that  we^  who  hare  a  settled  and  ex- 
dnsive  p<dio7,  in  regud  to  this  island,  are  to  unite 
in  the  deliberations  of  an  assembly  composed  of 
tiie  d^nties  of  RepnUios  which  have  ooUeagoed 
vith  all  colors  and  oomplexioDS,  in  the  con- 
■nmnution  of  their  revofntiou ;  on  a  anbject, 
too,  in  which  their  interest  is  at  varianoe  with 
our  own,  and  in  which  they  can  hold  no  oom- 
BioD  aympathiea  with  oarselves.  Short-sighted, 
bideed,  must  be  the  poUoy,  or  miBchieTow  the 
design,  of  this  project :  for,  if  we  assent,  in 
the  Couff^ea*  of  Panama,  to  a  reoognition, 
however  qualified,  it  sfa^ea  the  South  to  its 
oentre ;  and  if  we  r^eot  the  proposition  for  the 
Wtabllshment  of  this  uniform  rale,  inrolTing 
this  reccf^tion,  we  only  excite  the  hotrtality  of 
Eayti,  and  the  Jealousy  and  diatnirt  of  tboae 
viUi  wlunn  we  an  acting. 

The  neixt  advantnge  on  which  the  Fraidfliit 
dwella,  as  having  fondeOMd  an  n^ent  litorfdw- 
ation  for  his  aooeptanoe  of  the  invitation  to 
BanamiL  is  the  probability  that  our  ooancils 
may  be  beneficially  exercised  in  that  assembly, 
in  securing  in  peace  and  tranquillity  the  exist- 
ing state  of  thmgs  in  the  islanda  of  Cnba  and 
Porto  Rico, 

Sir,  this  is  a  matter  of  grave  moment,  deeply 
interesting  to  the  people  of  this  Union— partdo- 
qlarly  bo  to  the  southern  portion  of  it.  But 
what  will  Uie  country  say,  when  the  docomenta 
accompanying  the  Fnddent'sMesBaoe,  in  whidi 
he  asrares  u  that,  irt  the  OmigreH  ut  qnes^m, 
"  all  oar  efforts  wlU  be  to  preeerve  the  extatiiw 
itate  of  things  in  tranqmllity,  at  Cuba  and 
forto  Keo,"  dearly  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  ooontry  has.  by  the  contradictions 
and  entangjemeats  of  their  diplomaoy,  relin- 
qnished  every  pretext  for  interference,  by  Bar- 
rendering  to  the  South  American  Bepublics 
the  whole  argument,  by  which  alone  our  right 
to  interfere  could  bia  sustuned  f  Here  I  wish 
to  rely  upon  Coots,  not  upon  iidiarences.  The 
ooQunittee  most,  therefore,  excuse  my  troab- 
llng  them  witii  certain  highly  importimt  selec- 
tions from  tho  dooomenta.  And,  lest  I  shoold 
do  the  President  iqjostioe,  let  mo  give  yon 
what  he  says,  in  his  own  words : 

"  The  condition  of  the  idands  of  Cuba  uid  PoKo 
Ueo  li  of  deeper  imprnt,  and  oS  more  immediate 
bearing,  opon  toe  ptesent  inteiests  and  fiitm«  pro»> 
pecta  of  our  Union.  The  correspODdcnoe  herewith 
transmitted,  will  ^ow  bow  eainestly  ithaa  engaged 
the  attention  of  this  Goveromeat.  The  invanon  of 
both  tboee  islands,  by  the  nnited  forces  of  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  is  avowedly  among  the  objects  to  be 
natored  by  the  beffigerent  States,  at  Panuna.  Hie 
ooDvoUons  to  wUch,  ttvm  the  peeonar  compodtion 
of  their  popuktlen,  tiwy  woutd  be  Uable,  in  the 
event  of  such  an'  iarasion,  and  the  danger  there- 
from resulting,  of  their  Calling,  ultimately,  hito  the 
hands  o(  aaau  Boropean  power  other  uum  SpiUn, 
iriU  not  adadt  of  wu  lookmg  at  tho  ooaseqaeaoes 


to  whieb  the  Gn^reaa  at  Fuiana  may  lead,  with 
indifFerenee.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enlaige  won  this 
topic ;  to  say  more,  than  that  all  our  eflnrti^  in 
reference  to  tbb  intweet,  wIU  be  to  preserve  tb* 
existing  state  of  things,  the  tranoulUtr  at  tbo 
iahnda,  and  the  peace  and  security  of  their  inhabi> 
tants.** 

The  oonchidon  would  rttej  naturaUy  fiiDov, 
fNnn  tibesa  decIarationL  that  all  the  measuroo 
the  Administration  had  been  directed  to 
prevent  these  islands  from  falBng  into  the  poo- 
session  of  Uexioo  or  Colombia,  or  both;  that 
a  firm  protest  had  been  made  to  their  Mintsten 
Iiere,  and  that  onr  Ministers  at  these  RepubUca 
had  been  instracted  to  deliver  an  eqnuly  un- 
eqoivoeal  remonstranoe  against  their  tonchioff 
the  soil  of  these  idands ;  that  a  sqaadron  had 
been  ordered  and  detached,  to  watch  the 
movranents  of  these  powers,  in  regard  to  these 
objects;  and,  whilst  onr  language  bad  been 
firm  aiul  can^d,  our  measoree  had  been  con- 
sistent  and  Movidont. 

Bnt,  alasl  how  standa  tho  argnmeatt  la 
what  posture  are  wo  plaoed?  Why,  the  Seere- 
t«ry  of  State,  under  the  anth<n4^  of  tiie  Fm- 
ident,  as  reoentiy  as  the  S6th  of  December,  in 
his  letter  to  Ur.  Middleton,  surrenders  thia 
whole  sotgeet  at  diswetion,  by  holding  tlus  ex- 
traordinary language,  and  by  making  this  ez* 
tratM'dinary  otmeesdon.  He  says  : 

"For  onrselves,  we  desire  no  eliange  In  the  po» 
season  of  Cuba,  as  has  been  heretofore  atated. 
We  cannot  allow  a  transfer  of  the  island  to  any 
European  power.  But,  if  Spain  should  refine  to 
cODclade  a  peace,  and  obstinately  resolve  on  con- 
tinidog  the  war«  althon^  we  do  not  desire  that 
either  Cokn^iia  or  Mezioo  Aoidd  aoqidre  the  iilaiid 
of  Cuba,  the  President  cannot  see  any  justifiable 

rmd  on  wliich  we  can  forcibly  faiterfere.  UpM 
hypothesis  of  an  wmeceMary  protraction  of  the 
war,  impotable  to  ^>ain,  it  is  evident  that  Cuba  wiU 
be  her  only  point  d'appai,  in  this  heniqihere. 
How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  auppoeilion,  agsinafe 
the  party  cleariy  having  right  on  Us  ride,  hi  order 
to  restrain  or  ddTeat  a  lawftil  operation  of  wart* 

And,  by  anticipation,  lest  the  validity  of  this 
oonoesaion  mif^t  be  drawn  in  question,  our 
Government  seems  to  have  sought  the  humili- 
ating office  of  asking  one  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Minifltm  to  write  home  to  his  Oovern- 
ment,  to  indnoe  it  to  sui^end,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  soling  of  the  ej^editim  against  Oub« 
or  Porto  Koo^  "nntfl  the  resolt  of  the  media- 
tion of  Rusda  (which  we  had  solicited)  with 
Spun,  to  proonre  frcm  her  a  reo^nitioa  of  tho 
independence  of  her  former  colonies,  should  bo 
known."  In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  refer  to  )£r. 
CUy's  letter,  of  the  20th  December,  to  Hr. 
Salazar.  By  the  fonn  and  limitation  of  thia 
very  request,  it  would  thus  seem,  we  had  ad- 
mitted Uiat^  as  soon  as  the  fact  was  ascertwned 
tfaat  the  mediation  of  Rusua  was  either  refused 
or  of  no  effect,  then  Mexico  and  Colombia 
might  take  Cuba,  as  "we  should  have  no  justi- 
fiable ground  on  which  we  can  forcibly  mter- 
fen  a^iinst  a  par^  ekuxiy  having  the  ri|fbt  on 
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his  rida.**  Hmm  &atB  form  the  beat  commen- 
tary on  the  deohvatitm  of  tSie  President,  '*  of 
bow  «am£»Uy  it  has  engaged  the  atteudon  of 
this  Goveminmt "  that  these  Islands  should  re- 
main in  their  existiDg  situation. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  a  modcery,  for  the  Ad- 
ministration to  avow,  that  thej  send  depaties 
to  the  Congress  of  Panama  to  prevent  the  Re- 
poUies  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  fh>m  invading 
the  islands  of  Caba  and  Porto  Rico,  when  they 
have  sarrendered,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
worid,  all  right  to  pretext  for  saoh  interfer- 
«noe}  If  OUT  Bepresentataves  shoidd  have  tiie 
hardihood  to  say  one  syllable  on  this  snl^Jeot, 
mi^t  not  liw  aathOTUy  of  the  Prertdttit  be 
quoted  against  onndves  ?  Bot  the  most  extra- 
ordinary feature  ht  the  whole  transaction  is, 
that,  whilst  we  have  placed  ooreelves  in  a  rita- 
ation  by  which  the  President,  on  the  f^th  of 
Us  own  words,  is  forbid  to  interfore  to  pre- 
vent the  invasion  of  these  Islaada  by  the  Hexi- 
ean  and  Sonth  American  KepnbUcs,  he  has 
made  a  solonn  declaration  to  Europe,  and  en- 
tered into  a  formal  s^olstion  with  Mexico, 
not  to  aOow  the  occupation  of  Oaba  and  Porto 
Aico  **by  any  European  power  other  than 
Spain,  in  any  ctmtuigency  whatever .^^ 

The  deehvatkm  is  explidt.  Let  ns  see  if  I 
eu  have  mistaken  Its  import.  Mr.  Clay,  in 
lus  letter  to  oar  Minister  at  PatiSf  Brown,) 
■BthfMizea  him  to  declare  to  the  Fraioh  Ckir- 
ermmat,  "in  the  same  spirit,  and  with  the 
mne  hope  of  goarding,  oeforehand,  against 
•ay  possible  dimcolties  on  that  sabjeot,  that 
may  arise,'  yon  will  now  add,  tAa£  tM  eovld  not 
emamt  to  the  oecapation  those  islands  by 
->.  any  other  European  power  than  Spi^n,  ander 
any  eondngency  whatever."  This  coAtract  to 
go  to  war,  in  ^is  contingency,  had  a  ftirther 
sanction  and  binding  eflBoacy  given  to  it,  as  will 
appe&r  from  Mr.  Oay's  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett, 
<ff  the  9th  of  November,  in  idiit^  he  observes : 
**No  kmoer  than  aboat  three  moiths  ago, 
wbn  aB  ULvartoo  by  Fk«noe,  c/t  Ae  island  of 
Oaba,  waa  believed  at  Mexioo,  the  United  Mex- 
ieaB  OoTCTnment  momptly  called  npon  Uie 
Qovmnnent  of  the  United  States,  through  yon, 
to  fiUffl  the  memorable  pledge  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  In  his  Message  to  Oon- 
gresa,  of  December,  1828.  What  they  would 
have  done,  had  the  contingency  happened,  may 
be  inferred  from  a  despatch  to  the  American 
Minister  at  Paris,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
sent,  wfaioh  yon  are  authorized  to  read  to 
the  Plenipotaitiaries  of  the  United  Mexican 
fitates."  This  stiptdalion,  it  will  be  recollect- 
ed, was  to  be  ni^^  as  an  effective  conudera- 
tioB,  by  which  valnaUe  oommerdal  equivalents 
were  to  be  obtained. 

I  will  not  stop  here  to  Inqidre  into  the  right, 
aocording  to  tae  mint  of  the  constitution,  of 
the  President  to  vaakA  contracts  m  fatnro  with 
any  power  to  go  to  war ;  because  the  doctrine 
w  too  absurd  and  mischievons  to  deserve  a  mo- 
meut^B  notice.  My  object  Is  a  different  one : 
ta  Anr  Hut  Ada  Adakistortiwi,  in  its  man^ 
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to  preserve  the  existing  state  of  fliin^  in  Cuba 
ana  Porto  lUco,  has  ^ven  up  the  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  only  otmtingency  of  probable  anA 
enormous  danger  that  is  likely  to  occur,  and 
undertaken,  by  a  strong  guarantee,  to  go  to 
war  in  a  contingency  of  infinitely  less  danger, 
to  wit :  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  these  islands 
to  "  any  European  power  whatover." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the 
first  contingency,  in  which  we  have  abandoned 
all  right  or  pretext  of  interference,  to  wit :  to 
prevent  tiie  South  American  powers  from  in- 
vading Cuba  and  Porto  Bico.  The  invadon  of 
theee  islands  by  these  powers,  involves  such  aa 
amooBt  of  peril  the  interests  of  this  oonn- 
try,  that  it  spears  to  me  this  is  the  only  con- 
dition of  things  in  r^ard  to  which  it  would, 
under  the  law  of  a  snpreme  necessity.  Justify 
our  interforenoe  to  prevent  it.  I  speuc  this, 
sir,  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  three  or  four 
slavaholding  States,  on  the  borders  or  contign* 
ous  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  invasion  of 
Cuba,  by  Ae  South  American  States,  would  irt 
onoe  lead  to  a  revolution,  followed  by  a  servile 
revolt  in  that  inland.  Marching  under  the  ban- 
ners of  universal  emancipation,  as  these  South 
American  Republics  do,  the  first  means  of  suo 
cess  would  be  an  appeal  to  the  slaves  them- 
selves, which  in  produciOff  an  intonal  concus- 
sion in  that  island,  woold  inflict  on  onr  aonQi- 
em  ooonby  m  raample  of  the  daricest  an4 
most  perilous  aspect;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
great  danger  to  our  commerce  and  naval 
power,  of  permitting  a  youthfol  and  ambitiona 
Kepublic  permanently  to  poesess  that  Gibraltar 
of  the  Oulf  of  Mexico.  These  circnrostancea 
make  up  an  aggregate  of  peril  and  evil,  to 
avert  which  woold  justify  "  our  right  forcibly 
to  interfere,"  whilst  it  fixes  on  the  Government 
a  sacred  obligation  to  a  portion  of  our  common 
country,  to  prevent  the  diookii^  and  sncoess- 
fill  examine  of  a  revolt,  pun^ased  through 
Uood,  havoQ,  and  desolation,  in  tiieir  moat  atro- 
dona  forms,  team  bfdng  enacted  almost  withia 
si^t  of  our  shores, 

ITow,  sir,  whilst  I  fteely  admit  that  the  po»- 
session  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  by  any  Euro- 

rn  power  other  than  Spain,  is  very  much  to 
d^reoated,  and  ought  to  be  prevented  by 
every  effort  of  diplomacy,  yet  I  am  ftu*  tetstA 
regarding  such  a  contingency  as  involving  that 
degree  of  danger,  which,  upon  the  principle  of 
the  «0  (Ufendmdo  among  nations,  would  anthor- 
ize  oar  goin^  to  war  to  avert.  I  do  not  knoir 
on  what  principle,  either  of  violent  or  over- 
whelming danger,  Ve  could  place  the  right  to 
interfere;  or  rather,  on  what  principle  we 
could  deny  to  Spain  the  right  of  transferrinjb 
for  a  valuable  con^deration,  a  part  uid  parcel 
of  her  own  domain.  Suppose,  sir,  in  payment 
for  the  vast,  incalculable  ttervices  of  the  British 
army,  in  t^e  Peninsnla  wur,  die  were  to  cede 
Cuba  to  England,  with  what  face  could  we 
gMnsay  this  exercise  right  on  the  part  at 
Spain,  when,  in  payment  of  less  obligatory 
oiaims,  she  sold  fWida  to  us?  Bat,  suppost 
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snoli  an  event  ooostunmated,  does  any  man  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  this  coantry,  as  incon- 
Yenieot  as  might  he  the  ooonpation  m  Cuba  by 
Ensland,  would  go  to  war  with  that  power  to 
ma^e  her  anrrender  this  cession }  Do  ^oa  he- 
Ueve  that  we  should  go  into  this  bootless  con- 
test, in  which  we  would  sp^id,  in  a  fonr  yesrs' 
war,  more  than  the  fes  n«w20  of  Oaba  would 
be  worth,  and  "more  blood  than  would  turn 
tbe  whed  of  a  oommon  grist  mill  for  a  twelve- 
month," to  prevent  what,  after  all,  we  ahonld 
be  as  far  from  attaining  as  when  we  began  the 
struggle? 

No,  sir,  the  sohrietj'  and  good  sense  of  this 
people  would  revolt  at  the  redemption  of  studi 
an  inoonmderate  pledge,  made  in  a  case  involv- 
ing far  less  evil  to  the  oonntry  than  in  the  one 
in  which  all  right  to  go  to  war  has  been  aban- 
doned. X  say,  boldly,  far  less  evil;  because, 
althoo^  tbe  poeseanon  of  Coba,  by  Great 
Britain  or  France,  is  mnoh  to  be  depreoat^  as 
I  have  said  before,  jet,  if  tiiis  island  was  trans- 
ferred to  other  of  thwn,  it  wonld  be  attended 
with  no  violent  ooncosrion — there  would  start 

SI  no  eangninary  and  hideons  anarchy,  under 
e  prostdtuted  name  of  a  Kepnblio,  to  annoy 
and  Keep  in  perpetual  alarm  that  portion  of 
this  Union  most  vitally  interested  in  this  qnes- 
tioD.  !Either  European  power  would  have  the 
naval  and  military  means  to  coerce  the  bri^^ds 
and  blacks  into  peace  and  submission.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  contingency  (according  to 
the  views  of  the  Administration)  where  we 
Amnot  juttifiaMs  intttfere  to  prevent  the  in- 
Tadon  of  we  ialand  by  the  South  American 
powcm-HraToIutum  or  servile  revolt  wonld  be 
the  means  of  rendering  that  invanon  ancoess- 
flil ;  and,  in  the  end,  we  should  have  either  a 
second  Oarthage  at  our  door,  in  the  possescnon 
d  Mexico  or  Colombia,  or  a  second  Hayti,  to 
east  the  shadow  of  its  ominous  gloom  over  our 
shores. 

Thus  has  our  sagaoious  Cabinet  negotiated — 
so  Catally,  that,  in  the  event  of  this  portentous 
calamity,  we  are  precluded  by  the  position  they 
have  taken,  of  urging,  exce{^  by  tne  most  fla- 
grant inoonustency,  those  arguments  which  a 
naticm  may  deduce  from  an  <anineDt  neoeseil?, 
and  urge,  oy  foroe  of  anna,  if  all  ofher  appeus 
should  £uL 

The  eonduriin  to  which  I  arrive  la,  that,  as 
we  oannot  go  into  the  Congress  at  Panama,  and 
take  that  ground  which  our  safety  and  Inter- 
eats  require,  without  an  abandonment  ot  the 
repeated  deelaraticns  which  we  have  made,  we 
had  better  stay  away,  and  act  independent^  of 
tiie  deliberations  of  the  OcxigreBB^  as  our  inter* 
ests  may  dictate. 

The  missionary  spirit  of  the  age  has  indeed 
broken  out  in  a  new  place.  We  nave  hitherto 
been  content  with  the  easy  labors  of  tomiDg 
^le  Asiatic  from  his  superstatitm,  and  the  Afri- 
ean  from  Us  fidse  idols;  but  it  seems,  under 
tite  aoqdoes  oS  tlie  Prerident,  we  are  to  emhttk 
In  a  much  more  praettoaUe  enterprise— to  rdl 
back  tlttli^  oTthe  Qoqwl  to  the  flhildren  of 


those  who  watched  its  early  and  beacon  Afm, 
and  to  these  vigils  for  their  jn^servation  these 
descendants  yet  lay  claim.  The  President 
seems  to  have  read  to  little  purpose  the  inimi- 
table satire  on  such  dreams  as  thia,  the  Tale 
a  Tub ;  of  which  it  is  not  the  least  of  its  praises 
to  say,  that  its  large  ftmd  of  common  sense  is 
equu  to  its  wit  In  a  word,  sir,  instead  of 
going  to  Panama  to  read  our  Cathtuio  friends  m 
homily  on  religion,  had  we  not  better  st«j  at 
home  and  practise  its  precepts  t 

Kow,  sir,  I  ask  yon  whether  the  Prendoit 
"  has  Men  mindful  of  the  advice  d  Washing- 
ton! "  Bbs  not  a  political  connection,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  abused  and  nuBqaoted  declaration 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  been  made  tne  basis  of  an  at- 
tempted or  projected  alliance — ^between  foreign 
nations  and  onrselves — on  the  subject  of  tD» 
colonization  of  uy  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  continent?  Has  not  the  Presitot  pe9>> 
verted  Uie  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  advice  of 
Washington,  V  makiog  thitt  advioe  entirely 
applicaue  to  Europe  t  ^ve  not  the  Spanhu 
American  Bepublios  **  primair  intwesta,  which 
to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relatioB  t " 
"  And  is  not  this  very  contest  tfaey  are  carry* 
ing  on  with  the  mother  country  of  this  charao- 
tor  f "  Ara  we  not,  in  going  into  the  Con- 
gress, hazarding  our  neutrality  ?  Are  we  not 
about  to  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar 
a  situation  t "  Are  we  not  about  "  to  stand  on 
foreign  ground  ?  '*  And  when  Washington  re- 
ferred to  European  alliances,  was  it  not  to  illua> 
trate  the  principles  of  our  foreign  relations, 
rather  than  to  limit  them  to  tiie  powers  of  En- 
rope  I  Do  not  his  m*ytwia,  in  n^rmoe  to  this 
poli<7,  stand  broadly  and  distinctiy  applicable 
to  the  whole  worid  !  Does  not  "  our  detached 
and  dintant  situation  "  to  a  majority  of  these 
Bepnblics,  leave  ns  (fee  to  elect  oar  course  ? 
Bir,  said  Mr.  H.,  (holding  up  the  address,)  from 
this  book  I  defy  contradiction.  But  mark  the 
mode  by  wbidi  the  President  arrives  at  his 
conclusion!  He  asserts,  "that  the  period 
which  Washington  predicted  as  then  not  far 
off,  lias  arrived,^'  and  that  America  has  a  set  of 

£rimary  interests  d  her  own.  Qeneral  Wa^ 
igton  makes  no  snob  prediction  in  r^ard  to 
America,  in  the  sense  ui  whioh  the  Preridmt 
uses  this  term,  comprehending,  as  he  does, 
within  it,  the  cUfibrent  powers  inhabiting  this 
continent.  No,  dr,  Washington  expressly  re- 
fen  to  oursdTeB— to  tiiese  Umted  States — that, 
from  our  growth  as  cote  people,  under  an 
deni  GloTemment,  we  may  de^  external  an- 
noyance, and  cause  our  neutnuity  to  be  re- 
spected. He  nowhere  implies  that  when  we 
do  become  thus  strong,  we  may  go  abroad  and 
form  foreign  alliances,  and  reverse  all  those 
maxims  of  policy  which  it  was  the  purpose  of 
tbe  vldress  so  sb-ongly  to  inculcate. 

It  is  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Preaident, 
perfectly  aware  of  the  radical  unsoundness  of 
thb  misstcai  to  Panama,  has,  Inr  the  mort  vio- 
lent and  oontortious  efforts,  endeavored  to  sua- 
t^  Umael^  by  lesorting  to  thA  anthort^  ct 


Digitized  by  Google 


I«BAT£S  OV  0ONOBX88. 


cthen;  and  hmoe  it  la,  he  infi»nu  w  tliat  the 
p<dic7  of  the  miarion  ia  not  only  oonfornuble 
to  the  connsel  of  Vashiiwton,'*  but  "  to  the 
views  o{  mj  immediate  predeoeseor,  as  declared 
in  his  anmial  Iteasage  to  Oongresa,  in  1838." 
I  will  not  repeat  thu  declaration  of  Hr.  Mon- 
roe, beoanae  it  Is  entirely  familiar  to  the  mind 
of  eTOT7  one  who  hears  me ;  bnt  from  mj 
part  of  It,  an  intimation  can  be  deduced,  favor- 
able to  uils  qiecifio  meaaore,  I  can  only  say, 
oor  reroactilar  most  be  read  with  a  very  different 
meaning  and  in  a  very  different  sense,  from 
tiiat  in  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  namg  it 
To  teat  the  ^ostneaa  <ii  this  dedaotion  of  the 
Frendent,  let  it  be  remembered,  tbattbedeolara- 
turn  of  Mr.  Mcuiroe  was  made  at  a  time  when 
HkB  Holy  Alliance  was  supposed  to  be  engaged 
In  oonooting  eombined  operations  to  aid  Spun 
in  the  recovery  of  her  colonies.  At  this  period 
d  probable  and  imminent  danger,  (to  what, 
in  the  cant  of  the  day,  ia  called  flie  "  American 

S^m,'*)  did  Mr.  Monroe  propose  that  we 
oold  Quite  in  the  deliberations  of  a  Oongress, 
or  of  oor  forming  an  alliance  to  resist  this 
pail  I  No ;  he  contented  himself  with  declar- 
mg,  that  "  we  shoold  consider  any  attempt  on 
tiie  part  of  the  Ean^>ean  powers  to  extend 
thdr  system  to  any  portioa  of  thia  hemisphere, 
as  dangerous  to  onr  pMce  and  safety  " — ^which 
does  not  c(»itiun  a  solitary  obligation  towards 
other  powers,  or  even  to  oarselves :  it  is  the 
mere  exfnmim  of  a  sentiment  which  could 
have  left  ns  free  to  act,  whoi  the  oontingenoy 
h^^wnedf  as  would  best  comport  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  coontry.  Bat  mark  the  difference 
in  ihe  coarse  pursned  by  Mr,  Adams.  At  a 
moment  when  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that 
the  Holy  Alliance  has  abandoned  all  intention  to 
ud  Spaiji  in  resubjugating  South  America,  he, 
neverthelesSf  accepts  this  invitatiim  to  partici- 
pate in  the  oonnsus  of  a  belligerent  Oongress, 
and  dednoes  it  as  a  legitimate  oonseqnenoe  from 
thia  mndi-nbttsed  dedaration  I 

Ifr.  Monroe,  lor,  has  ^one  into  retirement, 
and  haa  carried  with  bun  the  nrmpathy  and 
gratitude  of  his  country.  This  effort  to  throw 
on  him  a  portion  of  the  responsibility  of  this 
■wekk  and  mdefisnmble,  measure,  and  the  em- 
harraasmenta  into  which  oor  foreign  negotia- 
tions are  now  involved,  betrays  a  want  of 
magnanimity  equal  to  tiie  poor  thriftless  fallacy 
with  which  the  podtion  baa  been  attempted 
to  be  BQstained. 

Sir,  this  whcde  scheme  of  quitting  "  our  own, 
to  stud  <Mi  foreign  ground,"  ia  opposed  to  the 
nettled  pdicy  of  the  country,  from  the  time  of 
Oeneraf  Washington,  as  indicated  by  his  firm- 
ness in  resisting  those  obligations  which  were 
attempted  to  be  raised  oat  of  an  indiscreet 
treaty  of  aUianoe  and  fiiendahlp  with  France, 
down  to  the  last  momenta  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration— except  in  an  effort  made  by  the  amior 
Kr.  Adams,  in  1798,  to  >iudulge  in  foreign 
negotiations,  having  oltimate  tendencies  to 
fHt^tiglfiig  alliances.  This  scheme  was  then 
aaet  tgr  Sm  B^bUoau  of  that  day,  as  the 
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Repablioans  <tf  this  time  have  fAt  it  tli^  dntf 

to  oppose  this  deviation  frvm  the  Wastiington 
policy.  It  is  to  the  research  of  a  gentleman 
from  New  York,  in  the  other  Honaa,  (Mr.  Vav 
JBuBra,)  we  are  indebted  for  this  precious  ^ 
covery,  who,  with  admirable  perspicacity,  has 
perceived  the  remarkable  coincidence  betwera 
the  two  meaaares,  and  the  verisimilitude  in 
the  arKoments  by  which  both  were  recom- 
mended by  the  father  and  son,  uid  both  re» 
sisted  by  nearly  analogous  reasons  by  the  Rfr- 
publicans  of  that  day,  as  well  as  those  of  thia 
—by  those  who  were  destined  to  be  the  pUlan 
of  the  Democratic  party  of  tiiia  coontry.  The 
Senator  frwn  New  York  haa  not  oaty  achieved 
a  sional  benefit  to  those  of  ns  who  yet  beltmg 
to  the  Jeffersonian  f^th,  by  this  disooreiy,  but 
made  it  snbservient  to  the  pnrposes  oi  one  of 
the  most  triumphant  argnmenta  I  have  evar 
read.  The  moral  is  pr^^ant  with  inBtnioti«i; 
the  onun  r^Ute  with  h^>e. 

The  policy  of  Washington  was  the  policy  <tf 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe — a  policy  in 
which  Mr.  Adams  concurred  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  service,  in  the  Gabmet  of  the 
latter,  in  the  De^tartment  of  State.  He  never 
se»ned  to  permit  so  weak  a  thing  as  sympathy 
to  Interfere  with  hia  oantions  maxims  as  n 
stateanan.  We  all  know  how  reecdately  he 
sustuned  the  gallant  assaalts  of  his  present 
Secretary  of  State,  in  this  House,  in  benalf  at 
South  American  independence.  He  was  not  to 
be  moved  by  tiie  pathos  or  the  sarcanns  of  the 
Western  orator ;  bat  he  stood  with  the  cold- 
ness of  the  effigy  of  Justice,  weighing  in  a  pair 
of  scales  the  exact  quantum  of  danger  to  a 
hair,  attending  this  recognititm ;  and  it  was 
not  until  he  got  this  danger  down  to  a  feather, 
that  he  would  listen  to  the  measure.  Even  on 
a  more  recent  oooasioQ,  we  have  seen  that  all 
the  associations  of  the  Uteratnre  and  taste  ot 
antiquity  betrayed  him  into  no  warmth  in  fimv 
of  the  Oreeks-^iot  even  undw  the  doqumfc 
appeal  of  the  gentieman  from  Massaohusetti^ 
(lie.  WnsTBB,)— for  Mr.  Adams,  in  reply  to  the 
kUer  of  Lntiottia,  the  Greek  Agent,  was  as 
cold  as  a  personification.  In  alabaster,  of  the 
Genius  of  Discretion  ItseUl  But,  suddenly, 
(since  an  election  produced  by  the  memorable 
coalition,  which  baa  put  him  on  the  thronej 
he  has  become  inooalated  with  this  Spanish 
American  fever,"  as  it  has  been  Justly  called, 
and  he  is  already  far  gone  in  the  delirium  of 
that  enthusiasm  which  belongs  to  the  ascendant 
genios  of  hia  CabineL  Yes,  sir,  he  has  started 
from  a  oantion  aa  odd  aa  marble,  into  the  veiv 
nal  fervon  ai  love,  at  first  sight,  for  the  South 
Americans,  without  iJtowing  sufficient  timefiv 
the  change,  except  by  the  intervention  of  ft 
miracle.  And  with  this  mutation,  what  a  re- 
versal haa  there  been  in  the  whole  forei^ 
policy  of  the  country  I  Let  the  documents  en 
your  table  speak  to  this  fiuit.  I  wlil  venture 
to  assert,  that,  from  the  4th  day  (tf  March, 
182fi,  (I  mean  the  fatal  ides  of  March,)  there 
has  been  a  greyer  inteifuenoe  in  the  oonoema  of 
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Other  asticma — a  more  stadionB  searoh  for  the 
OQcasion  of  perilooa  diatinotioii — greater  oom- 
mitments  of  the  national  safety  and  honor — 
tlua  iMve  oharacterized  any  anterior  period  of 
«nr  hictory,  fnm  tiie  adoption  of  ^  Eederal 
OonstitDtuiii  down  to  tlw  |H«aent  time.  We 
bten  heomne,  at  the  oeliiriTe  will  of  the  Preet- 
dfNot,  the  arhitrator  of  the  New  World,  and,  in 
that  <^araater,  have  eoat  bullying  protesta  to 
die  old.  The  Cabinet  has,  in  oar  name,  made 
two  Btdenm  otrntracta,  to  go  to  war  in  two  oon- 
tMguiciea,  without,  "  as  a  matter  of  prelimi- 
marp  adeimaeiU^"  even  condesoendii^  to  con- 
ttdt  ns ;  and  we  find,  in  tite  first  eight  months 
the  halcyon  days  of  a  new  and  confederate 
dynasty,  the  sober  policy  of  onr  fathers,  which 
was  "  a  lamp  to  onr  feet,"  has  gone  ont,  and  a 
Unatering  offidoosneas  in  the  WBoama  c£ 
siben^  s^Mtitoted  in  its  stead. 


TcxBDAT,  April  11. 

8ig^^  Iff  Pnmnona  U  FloritUt  Indiata. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  UoIaut,  Ohio,  the. 
Bonse  proceeded  to  consider  tiie  bill  tor  the 
relief  of  the  Florida  Indians,  (as  amended,  so 
•a  to  be  confined  to  their  relief  merely,  and  not 
aztwded  to  their  removaL) 

Mr.  ]£oLeak  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by. 
BtrikiDg  out  $60,000  and  inserting  $20,000. 

In  support  ai  this  motion,  Ur.  HoLeak  stated 
that  he  had  conanlted  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  infcumed  him  that  this  sum  would  be 
iuffloient  to  relieve  fiia  pnaeot  exigendes  of 
tiiese  Tfu^^MH 

Aftw  some  fxplanatfons  by  Mr.  Oooo, 

The  afoendment  was  adopted. 

Kr.  ViBTOK,  after  some  impodtion,  moved 
to  \kj  the  bill  on  the  t^le,  W  withdrew  his 
motvm ;  and  the  debate  yesterday  was  re- 
newed, and  continued  for  uxrat  an  hour,  on 
ik»  same  general  grounds.  The  bill  was  ad- 
rooated  by  Meaars.  H<d.uH,  Oook,  Wans, 
and  LEVivoeroN ;  and  oi^aaed  bj  Itxmn.  Vn- 
TOK  and  SnwABT. 

Kr.  SntwAST  said  he  felt  aa  mndi  as  any 
gentleman  could  feel,  for  the  destitute  and 
foffiuiiK  oondltiiu  of  these  Indians.  Pro- 
tUod,  however,  he  thouf^t,  mi^  be  made 
lor  them  out  of  the  Indian  oontlsiient  f^d  of 
^,000,  without  this  Bpecisl  act  for  th^r  relief. 
Be  had  several  objections  to  this  bill.  The 
fast  was  on  aooonnt  q£  the  |»eoedent  which  it 
would  establish.  If  we  thns  admit  the  right 
^  all  the  In^ans  who  may  be  in  a  destitnte 
and  suffering  condition,  to  call  npon  Congress 
for  reUe:^  oar  treasury  will  be  inadequate  to 
the  demand.  The  poor  and  needy  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  this  Union  had  cer- 
tunly  as  strong  a  daim  upon  our  charity  and 
^jnnpathies  as  the  Indiana  (and  Qod  knows  we 
have  enoogh  such,)  and  abwild  tiiey  also  oome. 
can  we  rqjeet  their  applications  while  we  deal 
out  from  their  treasury  with  a  liberal  hand,  to 
ftrangers  and  Indiana!  llie  «nonntin  the  trill 
«H  noOiin^  It  vas  tiw  jrwarfwi  to  whkh 


he  olfjected.  All  the  In^ans  had  equal  duma. 
All  had  been  alike  deprived  of  their  land,  and 
by  like  means,  and  of  course  their  claims  were 
aHke  well-fonnded.  8o  much  for  the  preoe- 
denL 

But  he  had  another  ofejeetiot  It  waa,  that 
this  policy  wonld  have  an  ii^nrions  efeet  i^on 
the  habits  the  Indians  themsdves.  U  being 
pow  and  destitute  is  a  snfBtnent  reasMi  fi»r  ap- 
plying to  OODgresa  fOT  rdief,  t2iey  will  all  aoon 
become  poor  and  destitute.  They  have  ingenu- 
ity enough  to  make  a  plausible  stray,  and  if 
they  have  not,  they  can  eanly  procure  the  ud 
of  those  who  have,  and  dionld  that  fail,  they 
will  abandon  all  efforts  to  provide  ioit  them* 
selves,  and  thus  aoon  bring  tbenuelves  within 
the  rule. 

But  a  stiU  man  aertooB  oUeetion  to  thia 
measure  than  its  cAieet  upon  tiie  faayny,  or 
tta  effect  npon  Hie  InAaaa,  waa,  Ifaat  the  ooair 
stitotion  had  i^ven  Coi^^eea  no  power  to 
make  the  tieeaiiij  a  charity-box.  If  we  wish 
to  indulge  onr  feelings  of  dbarityor  kindness 
to  Indians,  or  anybo^  else,  we  mnst  look  to 
our  own  pockets,  we  mnst  go  to  our  own 
**com  oriba,"  and  not  to  tiie  treasury;  that 
belonged  to  the  people,  who  filled  it  by  thur 
contributions,  and  not  to  ns,  exce^  to  carry 
into  effect  t^e  objects  and  powers  indicated  m 
the  constitution  itsetf.  The  rule  which  regu- 
lated the  power  of  appropriation  was  a  plain 
and  simple  one.  The  constitution  had  vested 
certain  powers  in  Congreaa,  with  the  means 
"necessary  and  pr(q>er"  to  carry  than  into 
effect.  Hie  only  inquiry,  thai,  is,  are  the 
means  proposed  to  be  employed,  or  uie  appro- 
priation to  be  made,  necessary  and  proper  '* 
to  attain  any  of  the  euda  indicated  by  the  con- 
atitotiwi  %  If  it  be,  you  have  a  constitotionai] 
right  to  make  the  appropriation,  but  not  other- 
wise. This  he  oouodved  to  be  the  tmly  aonnd 
rule,  and  it  was  the  one  by  which  he  always 
had  been,  and  always  would  he,  govOTued. 
Then,  he  would  ask,  where  was  the  power 
granted  to  Congress  whicb  this  appropriation 
was  intended  to  carry  into  e%et  I  lliere  was 
none,  he  extended,  to  which  it  could,  by  any 
possibility,  be  made  4o  wMrt^;  he  deAed 
ingeunity  to  point  it  ont  a  Oo^reaa  can 
propriate  money  for  the  rdief  of  suffin4ng 
Indians  in  Florida,  they  have  the  aame  right  to 
^propriate  money  for  the  Buffering  inhabitanti 
of  any  other  portion  of  the  globe — in  suflteing 
Africa,  or  in  suffering  Spiin.  If  you  may 
give  to  the  suffering  InoiaiiB  Florida,  surely, 
by  the  same  rule,  you  may  give  to  the  auffbring 
citixens  of  Florida;  yet  such  an  ^plication 
would  be  scouted  out  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
n^tived,  and,  after  oonsiderahle  discnstion, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engnxeed  tat  a  third 
reading. 

IRmen  U  Tanama. 

The  House  having  agun  resumed  the  oon- 
iBdwitiiin  <d       lepwtef  tba. Oomnlttae of 
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Forrign  Bdatioau,  ^^mving  tin  Mlsfion  to 
Fnuma,  with  the  ameiKlmeoto  propo^Dg  a 
qnalifiaitioB  to  the  genual  axpreerion  (tf 
prabetioii  thenaf— 

Ifr.  BcTOHuuv  addrened  the  eommittee  aa 
tdOowt: 

I  ihall  proceed  to  diacma  the  aabjeot  under 
the  Tflriooa  a^ieoti  in  which  it  has  presaited 
itaalf  to  my  mind. 

I  know  there  are  several  ^ntlemen  on  this 
floor,  who  Mj^rove  of  the  pohcy  of  the  amend- 
ment propoaed,  and  wish  to  enpreia  an  opinion 
in  their  Cavor;  and  who  yet  feel  reluctant  to 
TOte  for  Unem,  beoanse  it  ia  their  intention 
finally  to  Bupport  the  appropriation  bill.  They 
think,  if  the  omendmenta  abould  be  r^yeoted, 
«OD«teDQj  would  require  them  to  refoie  any 
CTBDt  at  money  to  carry  this  mlailMi  into  effaet. 
I  ahall,  tberefm,  aik  Uie  atteiition  of -Um  onn- 
nottee^  whilit  I  endevror  to  prove  tint  there 
woold  not,  in  aony  emit,  be  the  flU^^test  htoon- 
■irtwioy  in  this  oonrse. 

I  assert  it  to  be  a  podtion  sosoeptible  of  the 
<jeanet  proo^  that  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentar 
Uvea  ia  morally  boimd,  nnlees  in  extamne  oases, 
to  vote  the  salaries  of  Ministers  who  hare  been 
oonstifcationally  created  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  expediency  of  estaUishing  the 
mission  was  one  qnestion,  which  has  a&eady 
basB  decided  by  the  competent  anthority: 
when  the  aptwoprialMm  bill  shall  ctmie  before 
as,  we  will  be  called  tapoa  to  decide  another 
aad  a  rery  dlSfarent  qneslaon.  Btohtrd  0. 
Anderson  and  John  Serjeant  have  been  rega- 
lariy  nominated  by  thb  United  States,  to  be 
"Siavcf*  Ertrswdinary  md  Ministers  Plenipo- 
teattiaiy  to  the  Assembly  of  American  natioos 
at  Panama."  The  Sraate,  after  long  and  solemn 
d^beration,  have  advised  and  consented  to 
thur  ^^intment.  These  Ministers  have  thMi 
beni  created — ^tb^  have  been  called  into  eidst- 
enoe  under  the  authority  of  the  0<Hutitation  of 
the  United  States.  That  v«ienU«d  insfrument 
deelarei^  that  the  Ih««deDt  "shall  have  power, 
lij  and  with  the  adriee  and  eaiamt  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-tfairds  of 
tha  SfloatoFS  present  oononr:  and  he  shall 
nominatft,  and,  l^^  and  irith  tiie  advice  and 
consent  ot  the  Senate,  shall  ^ipc^t,  Arabassar 
dors,  other  pablio  Ministen,  md  Oonsnls, 
Jodges  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  and  aU  other 
oOmfs  of  the  United  States,  whose  i^point- 
ments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.** 
What  then  will  be  the  qoestiMi  upon  the 
DTopriation  bill?  In  order  to  enable  onr 
Ministers  to  proceed  upon  their  mission,  the 
Fre&dent  has  asked  us  to  grant  the  necessary 
ai^nopriation.  Shall  we  incur  the  reqwnsibil- 
i^  of  reAuin^t  Shall  we  thna  defeat  the  mis- 
iiaa  Thicb  hu  already  been  establisbed  by 
the  mily  competent  conatitiiti«ial  authorities  1 
This  ^nse  have,  without  doubt,  the  fdiysii^ 
power  to  refuse  the  q>propriatu»t,  and  they 
possess  the  some  power  to  withhold  his  salaiy 
ftstt  tlia  Fnaident  of  tha  Ualtod  Statea.  J3» 


DC  question  is,  what  is  the  true-nsture  of  our 
Dusmntfonal  obligation  t  Are  we  not  morally 


tnie 
oot 

bound  to  pay  tbe  salariea  given  by  existing 
laws  to  everf  (rfBoer  <tf  the  Government?  By 
the  act  (tf  the  first  Mi^,  1810,  the  outfit  and 
the  salary  to  be  allowed  by  the  President  to 
Foreign  IGnisters  are  established.  Such  IGnifr* 
ters  nave  been  regularly  i^polnted  to  attend 
the  Congress  at  Panama.  What  right,  then, 
have  we  to  reftase  to  appropriate  the  salaiieB 
which  they  have  a  right  to  reo^va,  hikIct  the 
eziBtinff  laws  of  the  land  ? 

I  admit  there  may  be  extreme  cases,  in 
whidi  this  House  would  be  Justified  in  with- 
holding such  an  appropriation.  "The  safety 
of  the  people  is  the  supreme  Uw."  there- 
fore, we  shoidd  believe  any  mistfon  to  be 
dangerous,  ^ther  to  the  ezutenoe  or  to  tin 
lib^Ms  of  this  oenntiT',  necessity  wonlS 
justify  us  in  breaking  the  letter  to  preserve 
the  Bj^Mt  of  the  eoimtutiML  The  same  n^ 
cesdty  would  equally  Justify  us  in  refusing  to 
grant  to  the  Prodded  his  salary,  in  oertain 
extreme  cases,  which  mi^t  easily  be  imagined. 

But  how  fitr  would  yonr  utmost  power  ex- 
tend ?  Oan  yon  re-judge  the  detemdnatlon  of 
the  President  snd  »en^  and  destroy  the  offi- 
cers which  they  have  created  ?  Might  not  the 
Presidfflit  immediately  send  these  Ministers  to 
Panama?  and  If  he  did,  would  not  their  acta 
be  valid  ?  It  is  certain,  if  they  should  go,  they 
run  tiie  risk  of  never  reoeWing  a  salary ;  but 
still  thCT  act  as  FlenipotoitlarieB.  By 
withholding  the  salary  of  the  President,  yoo 
cannot  withhold  from  him  the  power ;  n^^er 
can  you,  by  refbring  to  impropriate  for  this 
mission,  deprive  the  Ministers  of  their  author- 
ity. It  is  beyond  your  control  to  make  them 
cease  to  be  Ministers. 

The  constitutional  obligation  to  provide  for  a 
Minister,  is  equally  strong  as  that  to  into 
efi'eot  a  treaty.  It  is  true,  the  evils  which  mi^ 
flow  from  your  reftissl  may  be  greater  in  the  one 
case  than  in  tiie  other.  If  you  refuse  to  ap> 
propriato  for  a  treaty,  yon  violate  the  fiith 
of  uie  ooontry  to  a  foreiei  nation.  Ton  do  no 
mote,  however,  than  omit  to  provide  for  the 
execution  of  an  instrument  which  is  declared 
by  the  oonstitation  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  In  the  case  which  will  be  presented 
to  you  by  the  ^ropriation  bill,  is  the  nature 
of  your  obligation  different?  I  think  not. 
The  power  to  create  the  Minister  Is  contained 
in  the  same  clause  of  the  constitution  with  tiiat 
to  make  the  treaty.  They  are  powers  of  the 
same  nature.  The  one  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  carry,  the  other  into  effect.  You  cannot 
n^tiato  treaties  without  Ministers.  They  are 
the  meaoB  by  which  the  treaty-making  power 
is  Inooriit*  into  action. .  Tou  are,  ther^ore, 
under  the  same  mond  obligation  to  appropri- 
ate money  to  discharge  the  salary  of  a  lunistw, 
that  you  would  be  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect. 

If  you  ask  me  for  autiiority  to  esteblish 
these  prtuciplea,  I  can  refer  you  to  the  opinion 
of  the  first  PwBdflnt  of  the  United  Statca  th> 
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immortal  Father  of  hia  Coantrj — who,  in  my 
hnmble  jadgmeot,  possessed  more  practio^ 
wisdom,  more  political  foresight,  and  more 
naefal  coastitational  knowledge,  than  all  bia 
anccesBors. 

I  hare  thus,  I  thick,  established  the  position, 
Hk&t  gentlemen  who  vote  for  the  amendments 
now  before  the  opmmittee,  even  if  they  shonld 
not  prevful,  may,  without  inconststenoy,  give 
their  sapport  to  the  appropriAtion  bilL 

I  now  oonw  to  ft  qnestion  of  great  impor- 
tance in  this  disoQSuon.  Does  the  infonnataon 
befinre  the  House  Justify  the  pn^Kwed  amend- 
ments, and  render  them  neceesatyt  or,  are 
they  mere  abstract  propositions,  in  no  manner 
oonnected  with  the  subject  ?  I  have  nerer  been 
more  mistaken,  if  I  shall  not  be  able  to  demon- 
Btrate,  that,  from  the  xmiform  course  of  policy 
whi<^  has  been  pursued  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, tiiey  are  already  committed  to 
such  an  extent,  that  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
onlt  far  them  to  retrace  their  steps  and  eztri- 
oate  themselvea  without  giving  just  cause  of 
ctfSanoe  to  the  Srathem  Bcpabucs.  In  my 
(^inim,  a  orisia  has  now  arrived,  in  which  it 
is  the  dafy  <tf  this  Hoose  to  take  a  firm  stand 
in  &vor  of  Uie  aneioit  and  the  approved  policy 
oi  the  oonnti^.  We  should  proclaim  to  the 
world,  that  it uonr determination  "topreserre 
peace,  commerce,  and  friendshia  witii  all 
nationa,  and  to  fona  entangling  allianeeB  with 
none." 

It  will  here  be  necessary  to  take  a  short  his- 
torical view  of  our  relatione  with  the  Southern 
Bepublics.  Within  the  last  few  years,  we 
have  seen  in  this  hemisphere,  seven  new  Re- 
publics emerging  from  tbe  chaos  of  Spanish 
colomal  despotism.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple beheld  wis  chewing  ^leetaole  with  heart- 
Mt  BotisfiMtion.  We  watched  fiieir  pnwress 
with  tiie  most  Intense  anxt^,  and,  marching 
in  tho  van  oS  nationa,  we  first  dedared  them 
to  be  free^  BOverngD,  and  independent  This 
declaration  now  is,  and  will  forever  continne 
to  be,  one  of  the  most  glorious  events  in  our 
annals.  It  was  made  on  the  fourth  of  Hay, 
1822,  and  all  huled  it  with  pride  and  with 
pleasure.  In  the  Summer  of  1828,  the  Holy 
Alliance,  at  the  request  of  Spain,  were  called 
upon  to  as^t  in  subjugating,  what  she  was 
pleased  to  call  her  revolted  colonies.  The 
most  serious  apprehensions  were  then  enter- 
tained, that  an  unholy  crusade  was  to  be  pro- 
claimed agidn^  1^  cause  of  liberty  and  Bepnb- 
liean  Government,  wherever  they  existed  over 
the  whole  earth.  In  this  alarming  posture  of 
affairs,  did  we  give  any  i^edge  to  foreign  na- 
tions ?  Did  we  commit  the  raith  of  the  coun- 
try to  all,  or  any  of  the  Southern  Republics  ? 
Oert^nly  not.  We  maintained  the  same  inde- 
pendent position  which  we  had  always  occn- 

e'ed  in  our  relations  with  foreign  nations, 
le  celebrated  Message  of  Mr.  Monroe,  of  De- 
cember 2d,  1828,  announced  to  tiie  Holy  Al- 
liance, and  to  the  world,  that  we  could  not 
^w  with  indifference  tiie  hostile  interpodtiim 


[Ann, 

ot  any  European  power  against  the  independr 
enoe  of  the  Southern  Repnblios ;  but  would 
consider  anoh  an  attempt  as  dangerous  to  oar 
own  peace  and  safety.  This  declaration  was 
re-echoed  by  millions  of  f^men.  It  was  re- 
ceived witb  enthusiasm  in  every  part  of  th« 
Union.  It  answered  the  purpose  for  whidi 
it  was  intended,  and  the  danger  which  then 
threatened  the  Bonthem  Bepublioa  has  rinoe 
passed  away. 

This  deeurslioa  oimtained  no  pledge  to  anjr 
foreign  Qovemment  It  left  us  perfieotiy  firee: 
but  it  has  since  been  converted  into  such  apledgd 
by  the  present  A^inistration ;  and  aluioujgh 
they  have  not  framed  formal  alliancea  with 
the  Southern  Republics,  yet  they  have  com- 
mitted the  country  in  honor  to  an  alarming 
extent. 

The  present  Secretary  of  State  has  always 
been  an  enthtudaat  in  favor  of  the  Southern 
Republics.  He  has  gone  to  such  extrCTiitiee  in 
their  cause,  that,  in  this  particultir,  prudent 
men  would  feel  disposed  to  compliment  his 
heart  tt  the  expense  of  bis  nnderstandiBg. 
I  have  no  doubt  Ins  oraidnet  has  jnvoeeded  frtnn 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  the  oanae  of  liberly; 
and,  therefore,  I  shall  be  the  last  man  to  Tint 
it  with  censure. 

From  the  date  of  the  Message  cf  Mr.  Mon- 
roe^ until  the  present  Administration  came  into 
power,  we  have  never  beard  that  any  attempt 
was  made  to  Convert  it  into  a  pledge  to  any  of 
tiie  Southern  Republics  TSo  sooner  had  IliS 
present  Secretary  taken  possession  of  the  chair 
of  State,  than  onr  policy  was  changed.  Mr. 
Poinsett  was  sent  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  to  ob- 
tain a  commercial  treaty  from  that  Govern- 
ment In  his  instructions,  which  bear  dats 
on  S6th  of  March,  18S6,  and  which  wers 
never  communicated  eitiier  to  the  Senate  or  to 
thia  House,  until  the  80th  of  March,  he  was 
direeted  to  impress  Hie  prindples  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Message  upon  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  Mexican  States.  He  was  also  instructed 
to  urge  upon  that  Government,  *'the  utility 
and  expediency  of  asserting  the  same  principles 
on  all  proper  occasions."  Was  not  this  a 
direct  departure  from  the  course  which  the 
former  Administration  had  pursued  t  Are  not 
these  instructions  substantially  to  this  effect  I 
We  wish  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  you :  we  have  determined  that  no  Euro- 
pean power  shall  interfere  between  any  of  the 
Sontiiem  Repnblios  and  Spain,  in  their  war 
for  independence;  nor  shell  they  attempt  to 
colonize  any  part  of  this  continent :  we,  there- 
fore, ni^  to  yf>«  to  act  in  concert  with  na  in 
asserting  the  same  principlesi  The  truth  ]m, 
the  Secretary  evldentiy  considered  it  aa  ft 
pledge,  and  sent  it  forth  as  such  to  foreign 
nations.  How  was  it  understood  by  Mexico  t 
During  the  last  Summer,  it  was  apprehended 
by  that  Govemroent,  that  France  was  aI>out 
to  invade  the  island  of  Cuba.  We  were  then 
instantly  called  upon  to  redeem  our  pledg^ 
a&l  to  prateot-thot  iaUnd  agtinat  the  fleet  ud 
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maj  at  iVaipe.  On  this  oooamon  did  tiie 
Seeretary  attempt,  eithw  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, to  deny  the  enstenoe  of  moh  a  pledge  to 
ICexiso  t  On  tiie  contrary,  in  bis  letter  to  itr. 
Poinsett,  oS  the  Mb  of  Nornnber  last,  he  ex- 
pressly reeognixes  oar  obU^tioii,  and  leaves 
the  Mexicui  Government  to  infer  what  we 
woold  have  done  had  the  oonMogency  h^pen- 
ed,  from  a  despatch  which  he  had  sent  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Parift.  This  despatch 
OMttuned  an  express  declaration  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  coold  not  consent 
to  the  occupation  of  the  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bico  by  any  other  Eoropeuipoww  than 
^■in,  under  any  ocm&uency.  Was  not  this 
a  fonnal  recognition  m  die  pledge,  on  the 
|«rtitf  onrEnrativet  But  is  this  all?  No; 
my  fin*  trom  it  It  is  nnneceesary  agiUn  to 
r^>eat  tiie  strong  language  at  Mr.  Ptnnsett  to 
the  Ministers  of  Mexico  npon  this  su^e<^ 
which  has  been  so  often  repeated  on  this  floor. 
It  is  so  clear  and  oondosive  a  pledge  that,  with 
respect  to  it,  there  cut  be  no  mistake  or  mis- 
ipprehensions.  This  lango^e  was  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Olay,  in  the  letter  of  the  2eth  of 
S^rtanher.  That  genUeman,  when  called  npon 
hy  this  House  for  his  answer,  informed  us  that 
none  had  been  transmitted.  He  has  rinoe  dis- 
corvered  that  he  was  mistaken,  and  has  trans- 
nstted  ns  the  answer  to  Mr.  PoittBett's  letter, 
irhi^  had  been  acddentally  overlooked.  Does 
tiiis  letter  (tf  Mr.  Olay  disprove  the  deolarsr 
tioa  ot  Mr.  Poinsett  to  tilie  Mexieu  Govern- 
ment? We  know  that  it  does  not.  An  im- 
plied assent  is  as  strong  as  an  express  assent. 
Mr.  Poiiuett,  from  his  instructions,  and  from 
the  whole  correspondence,  stands  completely 
jnstifled  before  his  country  for  the  dedaralitms 
oe  has  made.  In  this  manner  our  country,  so 
fin-  as  it  can  be  committed  by  the  AdminiMra- 
tkm,  has  been  pledged  to  Mexico  to  pursue  the 
coarse  of  policy  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
delineate. 

Bow  shall  we  extricate  onrselves  from  these 
oiUigtfimB  to  Ibxioo?  Kudl  we  say  to  them : 
trae  it  is,  we  have  attempted  to  oht^fr(»Qi  you 
the  same  commercial  privileges  which  you  are 
viffing  to  grant  to  the  other  Republics  of  this 
oontineut,  by  declaring  to  yon  uiat  we  form  a 
part  of  what  is  called  the  great  Amencan  sys- 
tem, and  that  we  are  pledged  to  maintain  your 
independence  by  war,  if  that  should  become 
neoeasa^,  "  and  to  hear  the  bmnt  of  the  con- 
test" Trae  it  is  we  know  in  what  manner  yon 
noderatood  our  declarations,  and  we  have  ez- 
prewly  reo(Kiuzed  your  constmction,  by  de- 
iduing  our  (^termination  to  carry  it  into  effect 
Mtinsfc  Tnooe,  if  die  should  attempt  to  invada 
t£e  island  of  Oaba.  True  it  Is,  that  when  the 
aatnra  of  the  pledge  was  distinctly  brought 
home  to  our  Cktvemmeot  by  Mr.  Poinsett,  we 
never  vhispered  a  word  against  its  binding 
fcresL  But  yet  yon  were  entirely  mistaken  in 
its  natom  Mr.  Olay,  whilst  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatiTes  had  the  subject  under  debate,  has 
dedand,  that  it  was  a  pledge,  not  to  you,  but 
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to  enradvee  and  our  posterity.  Ton  faave^ 
therefore,  no  interest  irbatever  in  lids  pledge, 
and  we  can  release  ourselves  from  it  as  soon 

as  we  shall  think  pnmer. 

I  ask  if  any  man  (ahtmor,  aftw  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  neighbor  in  this  manner, 
and  had  thus  attempted  to  obt^  an  advantage 
from  him,  could  afterwards  say,  without  for- 
feiting his  character,  I  merely  pledged  myself 
to  myself,  I  can,  and  will,  redeean  myself  from 
my  pledge ;  and  yon  mnst  snfibr  the  kws  md 
the  disappointment 

In  my  opinion,  the  friends  of  the  Adminl»- 
tration  on  this  floor  on^t  to  be  most  anxious 
that  these  amendments  should  prevail.  Tbiej 
would  be  the  beet  justification  of  the  President 
at  Panama.  He  could  then  ssj,  with  pnquriety, 
thiU,  wiiatever  mi^  have  been  his  own  inoU- 
nation  in  rdadoo  to  this  {dedge,  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  dedwed  it  ahonld  nerer 
have  their  sanction. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  already  shown,  that  the 
documents  npcm  onr  table  contain  sufficient 
reasons  fbr  the  adoption  of  Uieee  amendments. 
But  I  sh^  not  rest  here.  I  wiU  proceed  to 
another  most  important  braneh  of  the  snltJ^ct 
In  the  first  place,  however,  it  will  he  necessary 
to  present  before  the  committee  a  view  of  the 
preiuise  character  of  the  Congress  of  Panama. 
It  is  ou^inly  not  dlfBcnlt  to  understand  Its 
natnre ;  but,  in  my  judgment,  it  has  not  beuL 
correct  explained.  If  yon  would  look  fiv  Hi 
true  character  yon  must  examine  the  treaties 
to  which  it  owes  its  existenoe.  They  form  a 
perpetoal  aUianoe,  oflSnudve  and  defensive,  in 
peace,  and  in  war,  between  those  Republics 
who  are  parties  to  them.  They  create,  to  use 
their  own  language,  ''aperpetuaJ  union,  league, 
and  oonfederation."  The  Congress  of  Panama 
will  be  composed  of  Plenipotentisriee  from  all 
the  Sontbem  RepnUics,  ^*for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  on  a  more  solid  basis,  the  intimate 
relations  wnioh  should  exist  brt  ween  tiiem  all 
individually  and  oolleotively,  and  that  it  maj 
serve  as  a  oounoil  in  great  events,  as  a  pdnt  cc 
nnicm  in  common  daoger,  as  a  faithftil  into^ 
preter  of  public  treaties  when  diffionlties  may 
arise,  and  as  an  arbitrator  and  conciliatOT  in 
their  disputes  and  diflierences."  It  appears, 
then,  that  the  first  object  intended  to  be  aooora- 
lished  by  the  Congress  of  Panama  is,  to  estab- 
lish a  strict  and  intimate  aUianoe  and  union 
between  all  and  each  of  the  seven  Republics 
which  have  freed  themselves  from  the  yoke  of 
Spain.  Should  this  be  aooMmdiahed,  to  the 
extent  which  th^  intend,  I  diall  look  upon  tin 
day*  of  its  eonsommation  as  the  darkest  which 
thu  oonntry  will  ever  have  beheld.  We  shall 
then  be  compelled  dther  to  beocnne  a  member 
of  the  Confederacy,  or  stand  alone  upon  this 
continent  agunet  seven  independent  and  pow- 
erful nations,  If^  for  the  preservation  of  the 
honor,  or  the  interest  of  the  American  people, 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  go  to  war  with  one  of 
these  Republics,  the  whole  continent  ot  America 
south  of  onr  own  territory,  will  be  marshalled 
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in  hoatale  arra;r  agaimt  va.  War  with  one 
vault  be  war  with  alL  Snob  an  alliance  nay 
not  be  so  dangerous  to  onr  liberties  as  a  leagne 
between  monarchs ;  bnt  the  calm  of  despotism, 
Jroverer  dreadful  it  may  be  to  the  snbjeots  of 
the  despot,  does  not  present  to  foreign  nations 
the  same  terrors  that  would  he  presented  hj  a 
«onfederatioD  of  yonng,  and  Tigorona,  and  am- 
bitions Republics.  I  trost  in  Qod,  that  the  Min- 
isters who  may  be  sent  to  Panama  will  be  in- 
structed to  Qse  their  best  exertions  to  break  np 
this  Congress.  Wit^  whatever  favor  It  may 
«ow  be  regarded  hr  tiie  Amerioan  people^ 
time  will  oome,  ere  long,  when  itwlu  beloved 
upon  as  an  object  d  jealonay  and  apprehenrion. 
If  this  Congress  shonld  aooomplish  the  purpose 
Sot  whitdi  it  has  bean  convened,  onr  hope  must 
Aen  be,  that  it  will  share  the  £ate  of  nearly  all 
liiB  C<mfedera(ne8  which  have  ever  existed. 
Our  ITmisters  should  warn  them  hj  the  exam- 
ples of  history,  by  the  precepts  of  Tashington, 
to  avoid  entaoeling  alliancee  with  each  other. 
They  abonid  admcmish  them  of  the  danger  of 
jealousy  and  civil  war.  They  should  tell  them 
that  snob  a  leagne,  instead  of  being  their  pro- 
tection, ndg^t  bec<nne  th^  nun. 

It  ia  dear  to  my  mind,  from  the  docmnents  in 
onr  poasearion,  tiiat  the  Prein^t,  In  balaodng 
the  dUBonhiea  of  onr  sitnatSon,  Uiou^t  it  bet- 
ter thU  country  shonld  incur  the  danger  of 
becoming  eventually  a  party  to  this  allianoe, 
than  stand  alone.  He  must  nave  foreseen,  and 
it  ia  evident  he  did  foresee,  that  this  Govern- 
ment, whatever  mif^t  t>e  its  intention  by  send- 
ing Ministers  to  the  Oongreesof  Panama,  would 
be  insmribly  drawn  into  the  confederaticm ; 
that  the  Congress,  from  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
jects to  whidb  its  attention  will  be  directed, 
most  be  perpetual  After  the  aUiance  shall 
have  been  completely  formed,  It  will  remain  as 
the  ooanoU  in  great  ercnti,  and  the  pcdnt  of 
uUmi  in  tmamon  danger  for  die  Crafedemoy. 
I  am  free  to  admit,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  will 
not  be  an  assembly  ot  aorerdign  States,  Kke 
OUT  old  confederation.  Its  powers,  however, 
■re  more  than  merely  diplonuUio.  It  possesses 
todicial  anthori^  to  fix  the  oonstmction  and 
decide  upon  the  tme  meaning  of  public  treaties 
between  members  of  the  Confederacy.  It  will 
also  be  the  arbitrator  in  all  dirontes  and  diffi- 
cnltiea  which  may  arise.  Whether  it  will  pos- 
sess the  power  of  carrying  its  de<n%es  into  effect, 
I  cannot  determine,  aa  the  treaties  are  silent 
npmi  that  aatffect.  The  President,  whw  he 
aooepted  the  invitation  given  to  this  oonntry  to 
be  represented  1^  the  Ministers  in  that  Con- 
gress, knew  that  their  very  attendance  there 
might  prodnoe  a  strong  sj-mpathy  between  ns 
and  the  confederates.  That,  whatever  instmo- 
tions  might  be  given  in  the  beginning,  we 
should,  probably,  in  the  end,  be  drawn  into  an 
alliance.  This  is  a  view  of  the  sul^ect  entirely 
distinct  from  any  ^jnestion  which  has  arisen, 
either  respeotbig  onr  neutrality  in  the  war 
betweOL  ^>ain  and  her  former  colonies,  or  onr 
piedge  to  maintain  th^indepmdeneeaadfiwm 


of  OoTemment  It  looks  beyond  IxiO.  TIm 
Prerident,  in  his  Message  to  the  House,  liaa  met 
this  question  fiurly.  I  shall  qnote  his  own  lan- 
gnage :  He  says,  "  among  the  Inqniriee  whidi 
were  tjum^t  entitled  to  consideration,  before 
the  determmation  was  taken  to  accept  the  in- 
vitation, was  that,  wliether  the  measure  might 
not  have  a  tendency  to  ohange  the  policy, 
hitherto  invariably  pursued  by  the  United 
States,  of  avoiding  all  entan^ing  alliancee  and 
all  mmecessaiT  foreign  oonnections.^' 

Does  the  Preaident  deweoate  this  evoit, 
whieh  bia  aeauAtj  bad  fweaeent  Does  Iw 
declare  that  tbaa  shall  never -be  onr  policy,  and 
that  he  will  take  the  necessary  means  to  "pn- 
vent  it  t  On  the  o<mtrary,  knowing  that  the 
American  peo^  oonrideMd  an  adboenoe  t» 
the  Farewell  Addreaa  of  tiie  man  who  was  first 
in  war,  first  in  peaoe,  and  first  in  the  hearts  at 
his  countrymen,  to  be  the  palladinm  of  their 
safiit?,  he  has,  by  a  long  and  ingenious  atgn- 
ment,  attempted  to  destroy  its  foroe.  He  baa 
endeavored  to  prove  that  its  princq>les  did  not 
apply  to  the  Soathem  RepabKcs,  and  that 
General  Vadiington  liimself,  under  edsting  or- 
onnutanoea,  would  have  entered  into  okae  al- 
lianoe with  them.  And  haa  it  oome  to  Uiial 
Was  it  not  enouf^  to  have  abandcmed  the  pria- 
d[des  of  that  immortal  man,  without  attempt- 
hig,  by  ingenuity,  to  tnm  tiiem  in  ^rect  tfppo- 
sition  to  ueir  plain  and  palpable  meaning  t  I 
do  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the 
character  of  the  presoit  Preaident  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  great  statesman,  and  perhaps,  as 
well  vetaed  in  the  theory  of  diplomaoy  as  any 
man  now  living.  I  must,  however,  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  that  he  has  attempted  to  explun 
away  the  principles  of  the  Farewell  Address, 
Ko  man  who  reads  his  Message  can  entertun 
a  donbt  on  the  subjeet.  And,  yet,  his  AIcti^ 
in  this  Honae  e^  there  ia  no  canse  for  alann ; 
there  is  no  neoeaiaty  far  adonting  the  amend- 
menta — ^if  we  did,  they  would  show  a  want  of 
proper  confldcnee  in  tJie  Execative.  I  should 
have  been  glad  if  my  friend  from  Massachusetta 
(Mr.  Evbbstt)  had  given  us  any  explanatiMi  at 
this  put  ai  his  Message  in  his  repcvt.  He  baa 
not  tbonght  proper  to  do  so,  bnt  has  ingenionaly 
passed  it  over  without  comment.  Is  it  not, 
then,  necessary  to  adopt  these  amendments,  for 
the  parpose  of  declaring  that,  in  onr  opinioB, 
thepolicy  of  Washington  dionld  still  prevail  t 

The  Prerident,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate^ 
has  dedared  that  he  deemed  it  to  be  within  tha 
ocautitntional  cmioetenoe  of  the  Executive  to 
send  Ministers  to  Panama.  He  mplied  to  tlia 
Senate,  not  becaoae  he  thought  their  sanction 
necessary,  not  because  he  believed  be  coold  act 
without  it,  bat  because  he  wished  to  eraioe  a 
proper  de^ee  of  deference  for  their  opinion. 

This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  an  asEnmption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  unknown 
to  the  constitution.  That  tnstmm«it  makes  it 
his  duty  "  to  give  Congress,  from  time  to  time, 
information  of  the  state  of  the  Union.  ^  From 
this  dn^  resolts  his  power  of  sending  agents 
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almad,  merdy  to  the  pnrpoee  of  obtaining 
infimnstion.  This  power  has  been  oftoi  ezer- 
€MeiL  Bat,  by  what  aQthorit7  the  President 
ooald  claim  the  right  of  sending  Flenipoten- 
tiaiies  to  Panama,  without  the  oonaent  of  the 
Senate,  I  am  ntterly  at  a  loBs  to  determine. 

There  is  another  reason  which  has  shalt^ 
mj  o«Hifidence  in  the  Executive,  so  far  as  re- 
spects this  misuon.  The  Senate  were  anxions 
to  diddUB  ibis  mearare  witii  open  doora.  Xhej, 
Aerefore,  requested  the  Bwdent  to  infonn 
them,  whether  thepabUoation ai the doenmentB 
Mcese«7  to  be  rderred  to  in  debate,  wonid  be 
prejn^tnal  to  ezisting  negotiations.  He,  how- 
ever, fixed  the  seal  of  coimdence  upon  the  pro- 
eeedii^a,  and  held  them  bound  to  secrecy, 
fiKt  as  the  gra^  of  death.  But  no  sooner  had 
the  Senate  decided  the  qaestion,  than  he  him- 
■elf  pnUidied  to  the  worid  these  very  doon- 
Bwota,  and  acoompanied  them  by  a  Message, 
wlucfa  is,  in  fact,  bat  an  answer  to  the  report 
of  the  Cktmmittee  of  foreign  Belations  to  the 
Soiate.  The  reply  is  thus  made  to  precede 
the  argument.  And  thns  it  was  expected  first 
to  aeiza  npon  the  fediogs  of  the  pec^le  of  the 
Umted  State^  and  get  thm  oommitted  against 
the  Senate.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  this  conduct 
was  wrong ;  bnt  I  know,  if  I  wwe  a  Senator, 
I  shoold  it  most  snisibly.  In  this  reply, 
wbenerer  the  atgomentof  the  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Relations  was  unanswerable,  tiie  Pres- 
i^nt  i^iaoged  his  ground,  and  presented  the 
matter  to  um  House  in  an  aspect  entirely  dif- 
ferent. I  shall  present  an  examjde  before  the 
eommittee,  to  illustrate  this  pontion. 

The  Preeidant,  in  his  Message  to  the  Suiate. 
distuietly  stated,  that  one  olt|ect  which  he  had 
in  view  in  accepting  the  invitation,  was  to  in- 
floraee  tiie  sonthem  nations  to  oiange  thmr 
w^tieal  constitnticHis  in  re^^ard  to  their  estab- 
uahed  rdif^iHi,  and  to  mtrodooe  oniversal 
UHmaAm.  "From  the  state  of  public  opinion 
in  thcee  eoontriee,  an  attempt  of  this  nature 
would  spread  one  universal  flame  over  the 
whole  soatiiem  continent.  With  whatever 
Jnsdee  the  enemies  of  the  Catholic  religion  may 
■ay  it  has  be«i  a  scourge  to  liberty  in  other 
eoontriee,  it  has  oertainly  been  a  blesnng  to  the 
aooUiMrD  BepnblicSt  Its  MiuistOTS,  so  far  from 
lianng  asA  themselves  in  array  against  the 
principlefl  of  liberty,  took  a  leading,  and  an 
effiaeot  part  in  aooom^lishlng  the  Bevolution. 
^lis  aasuiioa  is  true,  m  its  utmost  extwt,  in 
lelatioa  to  ICeadoo.  The  President,  having 
disoovered  the  danger  of  such  an  intwfereoce, 
at  tike  prceeot  time,  very  pmdoitly  chuiged  his 
Utitwilft  in  his  Message  to  this  House,  and  now 
only  iotoids  to  ask,  at  Panama,  what  I  feel  con- 
0deiit  all  the  nations  will  grant,  withont  the 
least  difflimlty— tiiie  liberty  to  our  own  citizens, 
whBe  tbey  re«de  within  any  of  the  Bepnblios, 
of  worBhn>p>ng  their  God  acoording  to  the  dic- 
tates of  tb^  own  conscience. 

I  eome^  now,  to  q>eak  of  a  subject  deejay 
tntcrestiiig  to  my  own  constituents,  and  to  the 
fliita  wUeh  X  bwre  tlie  hfuior,  in  part,  to  repre- 


sent, as  wen  as  the  rest  of  Union.  We 
have  oftea  been  tcdd,  as  an  argomoit  against 
these  amendments,  that  they  imply  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Exeontive.  Jud^ng  from 
their  conduct  in  relation  to  the  island  of  Cuba, 
I  am  justified  in  declaring,  that  my  otmfidraioe 
in  them  is  shaken,  in  every  thing  which  regiurds 
the  soutiiem  Bepnblice.  En^aud  and  France 
have  been  warned  by  onr  Government,  in  the 
most  solemn  and  formal  manner,  that  we  could 
not  consent  to  the  oeonpation  of  that  island  by 
any  other  European  power  than  Spain,  under 
any  oontingenoy  whatever.  Oo^t  not  the 
same  ooorse  to  nave  been  pnrnied  towwrds  the 
South  American  Bepablies?  The  reasons  for 
adopting  this  p<^oy,.as  I  shall  preamtiy  show, 
are  at  least  as  strong  in  the  one  case  as  in  tiie 
other ;  but,  yet^  the  dooomente  pron  that  the 
Cabinet  had  arrived  at  a  diflerent  ocmeln^tm. 
From  them,  it  is  ardent  Hat  our  Qovenunmt 
did  not  intend  to  interfere  for  tiie  purpose  of 
preventing  an  invasion  of  that  island  by  Mexico 
and  Oolombiak  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  letter  of  De- 
cember last,  to  the  Ministws  of  these  two  oa- 
tiims,  requested,  (miy,  that  their  invanon  «f 
Onba  mioit  be  loq^uided  until  the  result  of 
oor  interamnee  in  their  fiirw  with  the  Euro- 
pean powers  should  be  ascertained.  In  his 
letter  to  Vi.  Middleton,  onr  Minister  at  St. 
Petersburg,  dated  in  M^y  last,  which  he  read 
to  the  Ministers  of  Mexioo  and  Colombia,  he 
entered  into  a  long  argument  to  justify  an  in- 
vacdon  of  that  island  by  those  Bepnblios,  in  case 
Sptdn  ^oold  prove  obsttoate,  and  not  noogiaze 
thar  indepenaenoe.  I  will  not  trouble  the  oom- 
mittee by  reading  this  dwpatoh  to  them,  as  it 
is  in  the  bands  of  every  member. 

The  vast  importasoe  <i£  the  island  of  Cuba  to 
the  pec^le  of  tiie  Uidted  States,  may  not  be 
generally  known.  Tlie  oonunweeof  this  island 
is  of  immense  vahie,  partimlariy  to  the  agrioBlp 
tural  and  navigating  Intraests  of  the  oountry. 
Its  importanoe  nas  been  rapidly  increasing  for 
a  number  of  years.  To  the  middle  or  ^ain- 
growing  States,  this  commerce  is  almost  indis- 
pensable. The  aggregate  value  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  growth,  prodnoe,  and 
manufactnre,  of  the  United  States,  exported  an- 
nually to  that  island,  now  exceeds  three  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars.  Of  this  amount,  more 
than  the  one-third  consists  of  the  two  articles 
of  pork  and  flour.  The  chief  of  the  other  pro- 
ducts of  domestic  origin  are  flsh,  fish-oil,  sper- 
maceti candles,  timber,  beelE^  hotter,  and  chees& 
rice,  tallow  candles,  and  soap^  Our  principal 
imports  from  that  island  are,  coffee,  si^ar,  and 
molasses,  articles  which  may  almost  be  ooniid* 
ered  necessaries  of  life.  The  whole  amoant  at 
our  exports  to  it,  foreign  and  domestic,  is 
nearly  six  millions,  and  our  imports  nearly  eiglit 
millions  of  dollars.  The  articles  which  consti- 
tute the  medium  of  this  commeroe,  are  both 
bulky  and  ponderous,  and  their  transportation 
employs  a  lat^  portion  of  our  foreign  tonnage. 
More  thwi  the  one-aev^th  of  the  whole  ton- 
nage,  «igaged  in  foreign  trade,  which  entered 
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tile  ports  of  the  United  States,  dnring  the  ^ear 
ending  the  last  day  of  September,  1834,  came 
from  Onba ;  and  but  tittle  less  than  that  pro- 
portion of  the  tonnage  employed  in  onr  export 
trade,  siuled  for  that  island.  Its  commerce  iB, 
at  present,  more  valnabte  to  the  United  States 
than  that  of  all  the  sonthem  Bepnblics  united. 
How,  theUj  can  the  American  people  ever  agree 
tiiat  this  island  shall  be  invaded  bj  Colombia 
and  Mezioo,  and  paw  under  their  dominion  f 
Oaght  we  not  to  avert  Its  impending  fate,  if 
ponble  t  The  vast  and  £artile  regions  of  Mez- 
ioo and  Oolombia  will  produce,  in  abnndance, 
neaiiy  all  the  articles  with  which  we  now  supply 
Caba.  If  it  shonld  be  revolntioniised  and  be- 
come an  Integral  part  of  ^tfaw  of  these  Bepnb- 
licB,  the  fate  of  this  portion  of  oar  trade  wonld 
at  once  be  sealed.  Bisgniee  the  fact  as  we 
may,  Mexico  is  destined  to  become  our  rival. 
She  already  feels  it  and  knows  it.  She  already 
looks  to  war  between  na  and  the  sonthem  Re- 
publics. When  oor  Minister  told  her  Plenipo- 
tentiaries that  the  power  she  de^red  to  pre- 
serve  of  granting  privileses  to  the  aoatnem 
BepnbUca  irfaiah  she  widied  to  dew-  to  lu, 
wobld  be  nseleas  to  her  on  acoonnt  ofonr  ex- 
isting treaties  vitfa  tiiem,  they  hastily  rraiarked, 
that  war  would  diBe<dve  all  treaties.  EOiall  we, 
then,  stand  with  our  arms  folded,  and  see  this 
island  pass  into  her  poBsession  ?  Shall  we  rest 
contented  with  having  advised  a  t^ple  sospen- 
^on  of  its  invasion  merely  with  a  view  to  the 
btmefit  of  those  Bepnblios  t 

Important  as  this  idand  may  be  to  ns  in  a 
oommercial,  it  is  still  more  important  in  a  po- 
Utical  view.  From  its  pomtiim,  it  commands 
tiie  entrance  of  the  Gtil&,  both  of  Mezioo  and 
Florida.  The  report  of  onr  0(»nndttee  of  For- 
eign Belatioiu  tralyaqra,  "  that  tbe  More  may 
be  regarded  as  a  fbrtrosB  at  tiie  month  of  the 
IDariarippi."  Any  power  in  poeseeidon  of  this 
idAnd,  even  with  a  small  naval  force,  conld 
hermetieally  seal  the  month  of  the  Mississippi. 
Thos,  the  vast  affriooltnral  productions  of  that 
valley,  which  is  drained  by  uie  father  of  rivers, 
might  be  deprived  of  the  channel  which  nature 
iotraded  for  their  passage.  A  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  one  of  whose  Repre- 
sentatives I  am,  find  their  way  to  market  by 
the  lOsnssippi.  For  this  reason  I  feel  particu- 
larly interested  in  tiiis  part  of  the  sutiject.  The 
great  law  of  self-preaoTation,  which  is  equally 
Nnding  on  indivxhials  and  naticHU,  ooromancb 
ns,  if  we  cannot  obtdn  posaesdon  of  this  ialand 
otuselves,  not  to  mffSar  it  to  pass  fh>m  6p^, 
nndw  whose  dominion  it  will  be  harmless. 
And  yet  our  Government  have  never  even  pro- 
tested against  ifas  invasion  by  Mezioo  and  Co- 
l<nnbia. 

There  is  stiU  another  view  oi  the  suliject  in 
relation  to  tUs  island,  which  demands  partion- 
lar  attention.  Let  ns,  for  a  moment,  look  at 
the  spectacle  whioh  it  will  probably  present,  in 
case  Mezico  and  Oolombia  should  attempt  to 
revolutionize  it.  Have  they  not  always  maroh- 
•d  uider  the  staodard  <tf  udverul  emano^ia- 


tibnf  Have  they  not  always  oonqnered  bj 
proclaiming  liberty  to  the  slave  f  Id  the  prea- 
ent  condition  of  this  idand  what  will  be  ^6 
probable  oonseqnenoe  ?  A  servile  war,  which, 
m  every  age,  has  been  the  most  barbarous  and 
destructive ;  and  which  spares  neither  age  nor 
sex.  Revenge,  urged  on  by  cruelty  and  igno- 
rance, would  desolate  the  land.  The  dre^ftal 
scenes  of  St.  Domingo  would  again  be  presented 
to  OUT  view,  and  wonld  ag^  be  acted  almost 
within  sight  of  onr  own  shores.  Cuba  would 
be  a  vast  magazine  in  die  vicinity  of  the  soofb- 
em  ^ates,  whose  ezplosion  woidd  bedangwona 
to  their  tnmqnillity  imd  peace. 

Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  apeak  upon  a  subject,  to  which  I  hav« 
never  before  adverted  to  upon  this  floor,  and  to 
which,  I  trust,  I  may  never  again  have  occasion 
to  advert.  I  mean  the  subject  of  slavery.  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  great  political  and  a  great  moral 
evil.  I  thank  Qod,  my  lot  has  been  cast  in  a 
State  where  it  does  not  exist.  But  while  I 
entertain  these  opinions.  I  know  it  is  an  evil  at 
present  without  a  remedy.  It  has  been  a  enrstt 
entailed  npcoi  ns  by  that  nation  whiA  vow 
makes  it  a  snljeot  of  r^troooh  to  onr  imtita- 
tioDS.  It  is,  however,  one  of  those  moral  evflsi 
from  which  it  is  impossible  for  ns  to  escape, 
without  the  introduction  of  evils  infinitely 
greater.  There  are  portions  of  this  UnitHi,  in 
which,  if  yon  emancipate  yonr  slaves,  they  will 
become  masters.  There  can  be  no  middle 
course.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  Union,  who 
could,  for  one  moment,  indulge  the  horrid  idea 
of  abolishing  slavery,  by  the  massacre  o(  the 
high-minded  and  the  chivalrous  race  of  men 
in  the  Sonth  t  I  trust  there  is  not  one.  For 
my  own  i>arL  I  would,  without  beritatioD, 
buckle  on  my  kn^isack,  and  march  incoamnj 
with  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ern- 
stt)  in  defence  of  their  oanse. 

I  am  willing  to  consider  slavery  as  a  qnesticu 
entirely  domestic,  and  leave  it  to  those  States 
in  which  it  exists.  The  Constitution  of  tiie 
United  States  shall  be  my  role  of  conduct  np<m 
this  subject  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  honest,  but  mistaken  attempts  of  phi- 
laothropists,  have  done  much  injury  to  the 
slaves  themselves.  These  attempts  general^ 
reach  the  ears  of  the  slave,  and  whilst  they  in- 
qiire  lum  witii  &l8e  hopes  of  liberty,  and  thus 
make  him  disobedieDt,  and  discontented  wtth 
his  eon^cm,  th^  compel  the  master  to  nae 
more  severity  thanwooU  otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 

I  think  I  have  shown  we  are  deeply  Inter- 
ested in  every  thing  which  regards  the  fits  of 
Cuba.  I  do,  thererore,  moat  sincerely  r»oioe 
that  the  Prerident  has  recently  changed  his 
poUcy  concerning  that  island.  He  has,  at 
length,  come  forward  like  a  statesman,  and  wHh 
true  ma|^animity  has  corrected  those  errors 
into  which  he  had  previously  fallen.  In  Us 
late  Message  to  the  Honse,'we  hear  no  more  of 
requesting  Colombia  and  Mezico  to  sospend 
their  invasion,  till  the  ideasare  of  Spaka  oaa  be 
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known ;  bat  he  haa  told  ns  distinctly,  that,  at 
the  Congresft  of  Paoama, "  all  onr  efforts  in  ref- 
erence  to  this  interest  will  be  to  preserve  tiie 
existing  state  of  things,  the  tranqaiility  of  the 
idands,  and  the  peace  and  secnrity  of  thur  In- 
hahitants."  This  declaration  is  Uie  stronsest 
argument  tiiat  coold  be  nrged,  to  my  min^  in 
&Tor  of  the  mis^on, 
Mr.  Wrsn  said :  I  can  sqr,  Hr.  Chairman,  In 

Erfect  aincerilj  and  dngleness  of  heart,  that  I 
Te  fpyea.  to  tliis  sal)}eot  all  tliat  refleotfan 
wbioh  ita  grave  and  imMHtant  duvaoter 
demaoda:  tliemore80,iiideea,AflienaratlKMe^ 
wboae  jndgnwDt  and  fimoaat  I  hold  In  the 
highest  respect,  fonnd  in  oppo^tiontothemeas- 
nre.  Bat  after  listening  most  attentively  to  all 
thi^  haa  been  said,  and  after  weighing  most 
deliberately  in  my  mind  all  the  reasons  for  and 
agunst  it,  I  can  arrive  at  no  other  oonolosion 
th&n  that  this  country  should  be  represented  in 
proposed  oonferencea  at  Panama. 
It  has  freqaently  and  jnstly  been  remarked, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  this  question 
has  excited  a  deep  and  lively  interest,  not  only 
here,  where  it  is  to  be  decided,  but  throughout 
the  nalioii,  whose  attention  is  fixed  jxpoa  it. 
It  would  indeed  be  extracHdinairy,  had  It  been 
regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  apro|>oddon 
of  high  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  oonn- 
tt7,  and  as  intimately  connected  with  the  pre- 
servation  and  extension  of  the  prindples  on 
which  our  political  institutions  are  founded. 
The  prosperity  and  power  which  this  great 
Confederated  Republic  has  attained,  has  demon- 
strated to  the  world,  that  a  free  Government, 
emanating  directly  from  the  people,  and  having 
for  its  objecttbeir  peace,  happiness,  and  security 
■lone,  is  not  an  ideal  scneme  of  visionary 
etuhnaflnts.  It  ia  h«e  shown  to  be  a  sober 
reality — a  substantial  permanent  good,  enjoyed 
and  aeknowledged  bf  array  one  within  the 
■pbere  of  its  operatiiHi,  and  tlie  mwal  and 
pMitical  iDflnenoe  of  which  baa  extended  f^ 
D^ond  our  hcHrders. 

Stimnlated  by  the  practical  example  which 
fliis  Government  of  equal  rights  and  equal  laws 
fumisbea  to  the  nations  of  the  euih,  the 
people  of  the  southern  portion  of  our  hemi- 
s^HTe  have  broken  the  chains  which  bound 
ttiem  to  the  car  of  a  despot,  and,  like  the 
immmtal  fonnders  of  our  own  itepublic,  throw- 
mg  a  state  of  colonial  vassalage,  by  their 
jomt  oooDciU,  arms,  and  efiforta,  fighting  side 
by  side,  tiiro^gh  a  long  and  bloody  war,  tb^ 
have  achieved  their  general  liberty  and  inde- 
peodenoe.  This  seeond  rerolatioa  upon  the 
Ametican  Continent  has  hrought  into  exbtenoe 
ei^t  sovereign  and  independent  States.  The 
fiereeneaa  of  the  stmggle  which  has  given 
them  "their  separate  and  eqnal  station  among 
tiie  nati<Kis  of  the  earth"  being  over,  their 
itteotion  ia  now  anxiously  directed  to  the 
object  of  secnring  and  expanding,  by  inter- 
Batknal  stipnlations  and  conventions,  the  in- 
estimatde  blc-ssings  for  which  tiiey  have  sp 
6e^  eipeaded  thtfir  Uood  and  treaaureb  For 
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this  pnrpose  their  diplomatic  agents  are  even 
now  asaembled  in  council— and  ki  these  impor- 
tant deliberations  we  are  invited  to  partieimte^ 
as  a  people  of  kindred  interests  and  feeSiogs 
who  have  sympathixed  with  them  in  adversity, 
rejoiced  in  proqierity,  promptiy  acknowledged 
the  independence  which  they  have  established, 
and  from  whom  are  derived  their  notions  of 
pditical  and  civil  liberty.  Bball  we  accept  ot 
shall  we  r^eot  an  invitatatni,  growing  ont  of  sndi 
evantSf  having  finr  its  oljeot  the  atttinment  of 
snob  ends,  and  given  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and 
fHuidahip  t— 4i  now  the  question  to  be  decided. 
And  what  dr,  are  the  objections  urged  a^^hut 
itt 

It  ia  said  that  the  objeota  of  this  Oongress 
are  imperfectly  known,  and  its  powers  indb- 
tdnotiy  defined.  To  this  I  answer,  that  enough' 
is  known  of  the  ol^feota  for  which  it  is  held,  to 
show,  or  at  any  rate  to  satisfy  me,  that,  in 
many  of  them,  we  have  a  direct  and  deep 
interest,  and  that  it  is  highly  important  for  ua 
to  be  there  by  our  Representatives.  As  to  ita 
powers,  it  cannot  be  material  for  ua  to  know 
more  than  has  already  been  ^read  befm  as, 
on  ibat  head.  We  know  that  those  whom 
we  are  invited  will  have  power  to  oonfw  and 
a^nst  with  us  matters  <tf  mutual  interest 
Beyond  that,  it  is  unneeesBaiT  to  extend  our 
inqniries :  for,  however  comprehensive  may  be 
the  powers  of  those  who  are  to  represent  the 
Republics  of  the  Southern  Opntinent,  we  know 
that  tbe  powers  of  those  who  represent  as. 
must  depend  upon  the  peculiar  structure  and 
organization  of  onr  own  Government  They 
can  be  nothing  more  tban  diplomatic  agenta. 

But  it  is  said  that  it  may  violate  or  endanger 
our  neutrality.  To  this  I  answer,  that  the 
mere  act  of  sending  diplomatic  agenta  there^ 
is  no  more  a  violatitm  €f  onr  neutrality,  than 
the  sending  them  to  ai^  hdligerent  poww — 
and  tiw  risk  of  ita  hting  violated  by  any  aota 
done  by  onr  agents  in  this  Oongress,  is  the 
same,  and  no  greater,  than  that  it  will  be 
violated  throu^^  the  medium  of  onr  Ministers 
now  reudent  at  those  8outh  American  Govern- 
ments. In  addition  to  this,  we  know  that  those 
who  invite  ns  do  not  expect  ns  to  participate  in 
the  discussion  of  any  meosore  that  might  affbot 
onr  neutrality,  and  the  Executive  eztnesdy  dia> 
avows  any  idea  of  doing  so. 

But,  it  is  said  that,  by  means  of  this  mission, 
an  alliance,  offensive  and  defenrive,  row  be 
concluded  between  us  and  some  one,  or  ot 
these  Oonfederated  BepnblicB;  and  it  is  upon 
this  danger  that  my  ooUeague  haa  dwelt  with 
peooliar  empfaads. 

I  answer,  as  before,  that  there  is  no  greater 
risk  of  Buoh  a  step  being  taken  thronsh  the 
medium  of  this  mission,  than  through  tbe 
medium  of  onr  Ministers  already  in  Sonth 
Ajmerica.  The  mission  is  not  necessary  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  accomplish  that  ol^ect^ 
if  he  be  desirons  of  doing  it.  The  power  ia 
^ready  in  his  hands,  and  has  been  ever  since 
we  reoogoized  tbe  indi$>ndenee  ot  those  Gor- 


JGrnm  to  Ptmama. 


Digitized  by 


144 


ernmenta,  and  our  appropriatioiis  (Kmoamd 
with  the  £zeoQtiT6  aad  the  Senate,  in  sending 
Envoys  Eztraordiaarj  uid  Hinisters  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  them.  Agsunst  the  consamaiation 
of  such  a  poUoy,  if  we  sappoee  tbe  disposition 
to  ponae  it  exists  on  the  part  of  the  £zecative, 
we  nnut  in  this,  in  eTarr  othw  case,  relj 
upon  the  oheok  which  the  ooastatntion  has  pro- 
vided, in  the  sober  views  and  ripe  ooonoils  of 
Ae  Senate;  or,  filing  in  oar  oonfidenoe  there 
also,  we  most  retain  Uie  power  enUrelj  in  onr 
own  hands,  bj  refnsiog  the  appropriation. 
Bnt,  what  reaaon  is  there  to  apprehend  that 
the  Ezecntire  will  attempt  sooh  a  measoret 
Does  he  not  know  the  feelings  and  the  views 
of  the  people  on  saoh  oQestiona,  and  that  it  is 
with  them  a  priooiplo  utmost  as  well  eetaJ>liBhed 
as  any  article  in  oar  oonstitnticm,  that,  while 
we  maintain  "peaoe^  oommeroe,  and  honest 
friendship,  with  all  nations,"  we  will  have 

entangling  aUiaocea  with  none?"  Does  h» 
not  know  tbat  he  would  not  be  sustained  in  s 
different  coorse  by  tbe  general  voice  of  the 
pabUe  aonoeUs  of  this  nation  !  If  I  were  faia 
Uttorest  enemy  I  ooold  not  wish  him  to  take  a 
•top  more  soicidal  as  regards  hia  poblio  career. 

It  is  alleged,  however,  that  even  this  kind  of 
eonfldence  is  not  to  be  reposed,  because  the 
Executive  intimates  an  opinion  that  it  may  be 
desirable  to  have  a  mntoai  stipnlation  t)etween 
this  conntry  and  the  Kepnblioa  of  Sonth  Amer- 
ica, inhibiting  the  colonization  of  either  oonti- 
nentby  £nr<^>ean  powers ;  and  becanse  the  cel- 
ebrated declaration  in  the  Exeontave  message 
in  1828,  in  relation  to  an  interference  in  the 
Btmggle  between  Spain  and  ha  odraiiea,  by  any 
Xnropean  QovemmenL  is  now  reoogidzed  as  a 
]dedm  to  dai0nid  than  m  such  an  evoit.  Up<Ht 
the  first  ptant  I  apprehend  no  danger:  the 
hnportanoe  of  snch  a  stipnlatioa  from  those 
Governments,  gentlemen  will  estimate  for  them- 
selves. I  deem  it  <^  minor  consideration,  as 
compared  with  other  matters ;  bnt  it  m^  have 
a  viuoe  beyond  what,  on  slight  examination, 
we  are  disposed  to  ^ve  to  it.  It  coold  prodnce 
no  evil,  however,  if  oonftoed  within  the  limit 
indicated  by  the  Execotive  Message,  namely, 
for  each  party  to  TnMnt*in  the  principle  in  ai>- 
l^oation  to  its  own  territo^.  Bnt  this,  the 
ganUemfln  from  Emtnoky  Qtr,  VicDoim)  re- 
garded as  a  dMmdatton  to  onrselTes.  HFnatl 
■tipolabe,  he  aua,  with  forngn  powers,  that  we 
will  meserve  the  integrity  of  oar  own  soil? 
8b,  tMs  is  net  treating  the  qoesUon  fiurly.  It 
)•  not  pro^poeeA  to  go  uiroad  to  gatba  strength, 
or  create  indaoements  to  defend  our  own  soil. 
Tbe  colonization  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of 
Korth  America,  within  our  territorial  limits,  by 
any  Oovemment,  never  will  be  permitted,  so 
long  as  this  Repablio  retains  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  stipulation,  therefore,  wonld  bind 
ns  to  no  ooorse  other  tlun  that  to  which  onr 
fedinga  and  onr  pt^y  woald  prompt  as,  inde* 
pendent  of  it  But  it  wooM  be  the  means  by 
which  we  should  obtain  the  security,  so  ftr  as 
Intenurtfonal  BtipnUtiom  oux  ^ve  A,  that  no 
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pert  of  the  territorial  dominion  of  the  soathem 
Kepnblics  should  pass,  by  cession  or  otherwise 
to  European  powers,  who  might  prove  to  l>e 
troublesome  and  mischievous  naghbors  to  both 
of  na.  In  relation  to  the  celebn^d  declaration 
contained  in  the  Hessage  of  Mr.  Konroe,  I  have 
but  a  dn(^e  remark  to  make :  I  say,  with  the 
gentleman  fivm  Kentucky,  Ob,  Jobkbok,)  who 
addressed  as  m  tew  dtvs  on  this  pointy 
that  I  am  not  willing  to  retrace  oor  steps,  ot  to 
take  one  particle  from  the  Just  wdf^t  and  con- 
sideration that  was  given  to  it,  both  by  Uua 
House  and  this  nation  at  the  time  it  was  made.  It 
has  accomplished  its  ^nrpoae ;  the  danger  which 
induced,  or  which  might  be  conridereid  as  inci- 
dent to  the  assomption  and  promulgation  of  that 
prinoiple  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  has 
paeseaaway.  It  oonnd  us  not,  as  we  all  know, 
by  any  treaty  stipulation,  to  the  Republica  of 
South  America,  to  take  up  arms  in  their  cause. 
It  was  in  the  face  of  the  world  an  assertion  (tf 
oor  own  great  interests,  which,  howerar,  could 
not  but  opmtie  boieficial^  for  them.  It  wan 
a  position  to  be  maintained  by  na  in  the  best 
manner  we  could,  connstently  with  other  great 
and  leadiiw  wmnderations  in  the  policy  of  the 
country.  From  it  we  cannot,  and  ought  not  to 
recede ;  and  whilst  I  concur  with  gentiemen  in 
saying  that  I  would  not  enter  into  any  compact 
or  stipulation  with  these  Bepublica,  which 
would  change  onr  present  position  as  free 
agents  in  tUs  matter,  still,  I  maintun  that, 
should  the  despotic  Governments  of  Europe  as- 
sume the  attitude  against  which  this  protest  tff 
&IU  notfm  was  made,  (of  which,  iMwercr, 
tiiere  is  now,  hmiUy,  no  fear,)  it  would  be  a 
moat  grave  and  sotemtt  question  what  our  own 
interests  and  onr  dnigr  would  reqiure  of  na  ia 
eaxh  a  crusade  agiunst  free  Represeotati^b  Gov- 
ernment Every  man  in  this  nation  would  fed 
that  an  enemy  to  its  peace  and  its  liberty  waa 
at  onr  veiy  door,  waging  war  upon  ns,  by  forci- 
bly asBuling  the  principles  which  ue  at  the 
foundation  of  our  politicu  institutions. 

I  have,  then,  sir,  noticed  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  agunst  the  mission — with 
whateffectthecommitteewilljndge.  It  woold 
be  unpardonable  in  me  to  detain  the  committee 
by  passing  miatim  through  the  several  oou- 
aidcffatiiHis  which  have  beoi,  or  may  be  nidged 
in  &vor  <tf  it :  becanse  th^  are  dbtinctiy  s^ 
forth  in  the  Executive  papers  on  our  table,  and 
are  ag^n  brought  perspiouously  in  review  be- 
fore ns  by  the  report  of  the  Conmiittee  on  For- 
eign AfOurs;  all  of  which,  I  doubt  not,  have 
been  read  by  every  member  of  this  committee, 
nnder  the  impulse  of  that  intense  intwest  which 
the  subject  has  excited.  There  is  one  point  to 
which,  however,  I  must  call  tbe  attention  of 
the  committee  for  a  few  minutes :  it  is  the  fate 
of  the  island  ctf  Onba,  as  ctmnected  wiUi  thin 
question. 

I  listened,  Ur,  Qhidnnaa,  with  the  most  pro- 
finmd  attention  to  the  gentleman  from  SonUi 
Oardina,  (Mr.  Hahiltox,)  to  ascertain,  if  pos- 
ttbtoi  what  hia  views  really  are  as  to  the  poiicy 
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to  be  imrsaed  br  this  Government  Iq  relation 
to  diis  idand.  Bat  I  was  not  able  to  infer  from 
his  zemarks,  vhat  measares  he  would  pnrane, 
if  the  whole  power  of  the  GoTemment,  in  this 
particolar,  were  vested  in  him.  It  is  apparent, 
however,  that  neither  he  nor  mj  oolleagne  is 
suivficd  witili  the  steps  which,  from  tiie  doca- 
mfinte  before  us,  it  appears  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken,  orwiu  those  which  it  yet  pro- 
poaes  to  take.  The^  are  dissati^ed  with  and 
eondann  tbiDgs  as  th^  now  find  th«n— that  we 
eoold  all  gather  from  their  renurks ;  hot  ther 
do  not  come  forward  and  tell  ns  what  ttiej 
fhink  would  idaee  qs  in  a  better  ritnatiinu 
Whilst  they  abst^  from  d<^g  so,  thej  will 
both  be  candid  enoogh  to  admit  that  the  qaes- 
Mon  is  one  of  extreme  delicate'  and  difficiilt;r< 
We  should  not  form  and  express  a  hasty  opin- 
ion npon  the  sobject,  as  printed  by  the  doc- 
nments  npon  oar  table,  for  it  is  ver^  possible 
that  they  may  g^ve  as  bat  a  partial  view  of  the 
groond.  There  may  be  negotiations  pending 
at  this  momwt  in  relation  to  Caba,  about 
whidi  we  know  Dothing— about  which  the  £x- 
ecative,  under  the  qaalmed  call  made  npon  hun 
has  deemed  it  inoompatiU^  with  the  pahUe 
interest  to  oommmiicate  with  ua,  and  aboot 
which  we  ought  not  to  seek  to  be  informed, 
rifioe  it  might  be  the  means  of  defeating  tiie 
very  otgect  lor  which  such  ne^tiations  mayhave 
been  instituted.  Take,  for  example,  the  case 
of  a  proposed  cesmon  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  by 
^>ain,  to  some  other  Snropean  power.  Such 
an  event  wonld  arouse  the  vigilance  of  the 
GovemmMit,  and,  undoubtedly,  lead  to  impor- 
tant diplomatic  communications  with  Spain, 
and,  perhaps,  with  other  European  Courts  also. 
Such  an  emergency  may  have  happened,  and 
in  eonaeqaenoe  of  it,  the  ExeentiTe  may  have 
taken  sach  measures,  or  assumed  such  language 
and  attitude,  ai,  if  diadosed,  would  meet  our 
arorobataon ;  but  at  tiie  same  time,  the  pub- 
!^ty  of  them  m%ht  be  the  most  effectual 
method  of  preventing  aH  the  beneficial  results 
otherwise  to  be  attuned  by  them.  Bo,  also,  to 
the  BepubHcs  of  South  America,  oar  language 
may  have  been  of  a  much  strwger  and  more 
decided  cj^racter  than  that  which  has  met  the 
public  eye  in  these  documents. 

I  agree  with  my  colleague,  (l£r.  Buohuub,) 
that  tiie  ultimate  destiny  of  Cuba  is  of  vast  im- 
portance to  ua,  in  more  respects  than  one.  It 
oranmands  the  only  outlet  of  the  Western  States 
to  the  Ocean,  UesintlieteBokofourocBnmeroe 
on  the  seaboard,  and,  in  the  hands  of  any  "En- 
n^iean  State  poaBesrioganuwe  powerfU  marine 
than  Spain,  might  be  the  means  (Mf  exennsing  a 
eontroUing  and  pernicious  Influence  upon  the 
mdustry  of  our  country  in  all  its  branches. 
How  far  we  ought  to  go  to  prevent  such  an 
evil,  is  another  most  grave  end  solemn  question, 
which,  however,  we  are  not  now  called  upon 
to  decide.  If  we  were^  I,  for  one,  should  be 
preparffl  to  say,  that  this  nation  oi^fat  not  to 
aee  that  Mand  pass  from  the  dominion  of  Spain 
to  that  of  any  Eanmem  Govemmut  whatevor. 
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But,  adde  .from  oommeroial  oonsideratMHia^  its 
intiiuate  oonueotion  wiOi  oar  interesta  in  an- 
oOlbt  p(^t  ci  view,  dumld  oany  na  to  Pan- 
ama. 

There  are  interests,  sir,  in  this  Union,  south 
of  a  certain  line,  often  mentioned  in  Has  House, 
in  relation  to  which  I  shall  make  it  a  rule  not 
to  speak,  unless  when  they  be  pressed  upon  me 
by  those  more  intimately  connected  wiui  them 
than  I  am<  I  am  willing  to  leave  them  with 
those  who,  from  their  lotuilily,  must  understand 
than  better,  and  feel  the  pressure  of  them  more 
■tnmdly  thah  I  do.  But,  if  iber  would  be 
gnided  by  my  ooansel,  they  woald  avoid  Ae 
mention,  or,  at  any  ratcL  the  publio  discussion 
of  them,  unless  when  the  moat  imperious  ne- 
cessity mar  require  it.  If  there  be  an  evil  so 
fear^  and  appalling  as  they  represent  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Southern  States  or  this  Union,  it 
is  much  more  likely  to  be  a^^avated  and  hwt- 
ened  to  a  crisis,  than  alleviated  and  checked, 
by  frequent  recurrence  to  it  in  this  House. 

It  is  admitted  on  aUhsjids,  however,  that  tha 
invasion  of  Cuba  by  the  Republican  armies  of 
South  America;  under  the  banner  of  oniversal 
nuandpatifH),  mlf^t  be  i»odaotlTe  of  the  moife 
dephwude  consequenoes  bj  ita  influence  -and 
operation  on  those  interests.  If  so,  I  cannot 
but  express  my  surprise,  that  any  gentiemaa 
from  the  South  shoold  be  arrayed  against  the 
mis»on.  Nevertheless,  the  gentleman  from. 
South  Carolina  has  told  ue,  that  Cuba  is  the 
stalking  horse  on  which  tins  misaion  was  to 
ride  tJirough  this  House. 

Sir,  who  was  it  that  first,  In  this  House,  etm- 
nected  Cuba  with  the  mission?   Was  it  not  a 

fintleman  from  Yir^nial  (Mr.  Flotd,)  who, 
am  sorry  to  hear,  is  now  detained  frrai  it  by 
indisposition.  Bid  he  not  warn  na^  and  have 
not  other  goitlemen  sooth  of  the  line  to  whioh 
I  have  alluded,  warned  us,  of  the  desolation  and 
horrors  of  a  servile  war  ?  And,  If  t^ere  be  tUt 
danger,  shall  we  sit  down  In  apathy,  fold  our 
arms,  and  wut  till  the  whirlwind  has  overtakeik 
ua  ?  Or,  shall  we  be  up  and  doing,  while  op- 
portunity is  left  to  us  t  Shall  we  meet  this  dan- 
ger, look  it  full  in  the  face,  as  becomes  us,  and 
provide  against  it  as  we  brat  can  ?  Surely,  rir, 
there  is  no  reason  to  pause,  and  hesitate  hi  our 
course.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  every  mo- 
tive for  prompt  action.  If  the  invadon  of  thia 
\dmd.  by  the  southern  Republics,  be  a  matter 
of  sncn  all-speaking  importance  to  us,  shall  we 
absent  ourselves  from  the  spot  where  we  can 
most  eflbctually  interpose  to  prevent  it?  Shall 
we  not  go  where  the  effint  ia  to  be  mad&  or 
shall  we  not  make  tbe  eflbrt  at  all?  Htth- 
ero  we  have  succeeded  in  arresting  the  measure 
by  timely  intercession.  But  affairs  are  now 
drawing  to  a  crisis.  Spain  is  driven  from  the 
continent ;  but  she  still  chooses  war  rather  than 
peace.  The  new  Bepnbllcs  will  not  mountain 
fleets  and  armies  in  idleness.  They  will  seek 
tiieir  enemy  where  he  is  to  be  found ;  and  the- 
very  ooondl  to  which  they  have  invited  us,  ia 
to  decide  upon  the  fiite  of  this-  islaudf  ao  mo* 
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meatoDS  in  ita  oon«eqnenoes  to  its.  Tet  we 
bentate  whether  we  ahall  onee  more  interpose, 
at  the  oalj  place,  and  in  the  only  manner,  in 
whioh  it  can  be  done,  to  prevent  the  consum- 
mation so  much  dreaded.    ABBtaeHj^  sir,  if 

Eatlemen  ^tprefaend  the  oonseanenoes  wuoh 
TO  been  prediotqd,  they  shonu  hail  thia  mi»> 
Am  $»  the  M8t}  if  not  the  only  iBean%  oi  jn- 
venting  *^t>y>, 
iMHbnse  acyonmed. 


WxDNnDAT,  April  13. 
Florida  fydiam. 

An  engrpued  bill  for  the  ralUf  of  the  Fkwida 
Indiana  wat  nad  a  tidrd  time^  in  the  fidlowing 
vorda:  • 

"A  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  the  Florida  lofflaiw. 

**Beit  enacted,  ^r.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thou* 
land  dollars  be,  and  the  same^  hereby  ai^tropriated, 
•at  of  aoy  numey  in  the  Treasury,'  not  otherwise 
mn^ittated,  to  be  expanded  tmder  the  ^reedoaa 
«  tiie  FreaideBt,  hi  aflbrdbg  eastenabce  io  Ae  snf- 
bring  Horida  Indians." 

ICr.  Stkwabt  aud,  tbooj^  he  might  stand 
alone,  he  rose  to  aak  the  ayea  and  hajb  car  the 

Eassage  of  this  bilL  Upon  mature  refleetiooj 
e  was  satisfied  tiiat  this  bill  not  only  hirolTea 
an  important  oonstitational  qaestioiL  bat  would 
establiBh  an  important  preoMent.  If  Oongresa 
can  appropriate  money  for  this  object,  they  can 
Impropriate  for  any  object  whatever.  There 
remained  no  oonstitntional  limitation  on  this 
power.  Though  his  views  were  thought  to  be 
too  Uberal  on  this  salyect,  yet  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  the  extent  of  tiiis  bill.  From  tiie 
Tote  yesterday  it  was  qnite  6vid«it  that  the  bill 
woaW  pass  almost  uoanimonaly,  yet  he  wished 
tiM  Tote  reowded,  and  tbe  question  settled ; 
and,  tberefore,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Hoose  sustained  the  call,  and  the  yeas 
and  mm  beiogtaken,  were— yeas,  140 ;  nays,  7. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  aent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  ocmenrrenoe. 

Mimon  to  PaaamK 
The  House  having  again  resumed  the  oonmd- 
enUion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Belations,  approving  the  misrion  to  Puia>- 
nuk  with  the  amoidments  pnpoaing  a  analifi- 
ewon  to  the  gennal  ejpreinon  of  q^smmtion 
thereof— 

Hr.  LivBfoeTOV  addressed  the  ecnamittee  as 
fidlowa: 

The  first  ot^ocA  for  disousdon  that  presents 
UsejU^  is  the  constitutional  power  of  the  House 
to  grant  or  refuse  the  appropriation.  This  part 
of  the  subject  was  pressed  upon  my  conriderar- 
tion  about  80  years  agOjWhen  I  first  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  I  then  formed 
opinions  whioh  have  been  confirmed  by  subse- 
onent  reflection,  and  which  eatablish  distinc- 
tions in  the  right  to  the  axeroiae  ci  this  power; 
an  inattentlu)  to  which,  has  canaed  much  of  the 
eouAuion  and  differenoe  of  ophiioo  that  has 
alooa  0oean«d.  Thaae  dktianfions  aw  daacfr 


marked,  in  my  oomprehension ;  and,  if  I  can 
suooeed  in  impresdng  tbem  on  the  minds  of 
others,  as  definitely  as  they  are  marked  on  my 
own,  I  think  our  course  of  ocHiduct,  on  tiiis  oo- 
cauoD,  will  be  free  from  oonstitntional  difficul- 
ties. In  ordinary  oases,  such  as  providing  th« 
salaries  for  offioea  i»«Tioii8ly  created  by  kw, 
and  for  carrying  on  the  usual  and  neoesMnr  op- 
erations of  Gomumoit,  althon^  tiie  Hoiiae 
haa  the  power  to  reftaee  appropnations^  yet  it 
is  a  power  that  can  be  properly  ezerdsed  in 
extreme  oases  only ;  and,  therefore,  St  can  be 
provided  for  by  no  rules,  and  can  scarcely  be 
admitted  in  argument  among  the  1^^  powen 
<^  the  House.  Yet,  a  case  may  be  unagined,  in 
whioh  it  might  beieome  neoeesaty  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  GK>ven]ment,  in  its  Executive 
Wanohee ;  but  this  remedy  would  amount  to  a 
temporary  dissoluticm  of  tiie  Govenunent,  by 
the  derangHnent  of  its  parts.  In  the  ordinazy 
cases,  then,  whioh  I  have  described,  I  tUnk  we 
.may  safoly  come  to  tiiis  cpnohunrai :  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  House  as  Bepreaentatives,  in 
the  exerolBe  of  Idieir  share  of  l^JslatfTO  fuw* 
tiffliB.  prorida  for  the  paym«it  of  all  oSeer^ 
legally  iqipointed,  and  other  expenses  previous- 
ly antiiMued,  or  necessary  for  carrying  out  titia 
usual  operations  of  Ctovemment ;  of  which  ne- 
cessity, when  not  previously  authorized,  they 
are  the  proper  Judges.  To  exemplify  this  part 
of  the  rule — where  an  army  has  been  rused,  and 
the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  fixed  by  law, 
there  is  a  duty  to  af>propriate  the  money  re- 
quired to  pay  them ;  yet,  if  that  army  enter- 
tained pn^eota  iifjnrioas  to  the  peaoe  or  liberty 
of  the  ooontry,  which  eoold  be  defeated  by 
withholding  the  pay,  tbe  case  of  neoesd^ 
woold  have  arisen,  and  the  pow«r  might  am 
on^^t  to  be  exerdsed.  Again,  if  the  army  da 
thwr  duty,  and  expenses  are  incnrred,  fn  the 
course  of  tiieir  op^^on,  not  provided  for  by 
law,  the  House  may  ^propriate  or  not,  as  they 
think  the  expenses  proper  or  extravagant. 
Here  tiieir  discretion  is  subpeot  only  to  the  ob- 
ligation of  its  just  and  equitable  exerdae,  and 
they  are  not  bound  (as  in  the  case  of  the  pro- 
vinon  for  a  salary  previously  fixed  by  h^w)  to 
appropriate,  without  conaideratior  whaUier  the 
salary  were  extravagant. 

In  the  relation  «  this  power  <jt  tsppniptn^ 
tioa  to  the  treaty-making  power,  tiure  b  an- 
other distinction.  With  re^teot  to  tieatiea 
ahread]^  made,  a  wider  range  is  ^ven  to  onr 
disoretiiw.  Should  a  treaty  contain  any  stipu- 
lation requiring  the  exercise  of  any  of  thoaa 
powers  expressly  vested  in  this  House,  such  aa 
the  regulation  of  ocHumerce;  imy  a^TBement 
affecting  our  neutrality,  and  leading  directly  to 
a  necesuty  of  changing  it  into  a  state  of  war ; 
the  ndung  a  subddy ;  the  taking  off  or  impoe- 
ing  a  duty ;  in  any  of  these  cases,  the  question 
of  expediency  presents  itself  to  the  House,  un- 
fettered by  any  otber  oonrideratim  than  the 
inoonvenienoe  that  would  result  from  the  meas- 
ure. It  ia  aa  i^>en  quastiDU,  <m  •wbieh  they 
nnnfcdMida  aoeordiin  to  their  own  jndgmwit; 
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and  no  nation  making  aaj  snch  stipalation, 
vooid  hftTe  a  right  to  oomplun  if  it  were  not 
aarrifld  Into  eflect;  becanse,  hj  reading  onr 
eomtitutkHi,  tb«f  voold  we  that  all  tiioae  aob- 
jecta  are  completely  under  Ae  control  of  fba 
Honae.  When  no  stipnlatioa  of  this  kind  is 
oontained  in  the  treaty,  it  is  a  law,  independent 
of  any-  act  of  the  Hoose.  I  do  not  mean  to 
lay,  even  in  the  first  case,  of  a  atipalatioa  on 
my  of  the  anl^Jecta  of  which  the  regnlation  is 
given  to  Congress,  that  the  circumstance  of  the 
oompact  having  bean  made,  and  execnted,  or 
idied  upon  in  good  &ith  by  the  othra*  contract- 
ing party,  oa^t  not  to  have  its  weight  in  de- 
termining the  question  of  expediency.  It  un- 
doubtedly ought;  and,  therefore,  the  reasons 
Ibr  refoaal  ongfat»  in  smdi  oaae,  to  be  eogent^ 
befi>re  the  power  is  exerdsed ;  bat  it  creates 
no  d«fy,  Botui  as  eiists  in  the  oaae  of  a^ipropri- 
ation  lor  ordinary  salaries,  and  treaties  not 
tooehing  the  anb|ects .  expressly  anbmitted  to 
the  discretion  of  the  ^mse.  In  tiieae  last 
eases,  there  is  certainly  a  power  of  withholriUng 
the  sopply ;  bnt  a  power  which  shoold  be  ex- 
erdsed only  in  oasea  of  extreme  danger,  not  of 
mere  oonveaieoee :  whether  the  £mger  be 
soch  as  to  jnsti^  it  most  t>6  left  to  the  pra- 
denoe  and  wisdom  of  the  Hoofie ;  and  no  other 
rale  can,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  laid 
down  for  its  exercise. 

The  ease  now  before  the  House,  althoagh  it 
aifectB  onr  foreign  rdatimu,  does  not  ocnne 
witlua  the  desorotiw  of  those  wUeh  I  have 
last  ^ken  of.  No  treaty  is  made,  and  we 
cannot  aay^  therefore,  whether  any  will  be 
atade:  or  if  made,  whether  It  will  contain 
stipulations  on  any  of  the  aabjeots  I  have  ena- 
merated.  The  constitntional  call  for  the  exer- 
aat  of  onr  discretion,  camiot  yet  be  made.  It 
is  Dofc,  tberefiM^  the  ease  of  a  demand  on  ns 
for  the  exefjotion  of  a  treaty,  nor  is  it  precisdy 
(althoogfa  I  think  it  ought  to  be  goTemed  by 
the  same  rales)  that  of  an  ordioary  ^>propria- 
tion  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  pre-ex- 
istent  officers.  It  resembles  it  In  tUs — ttiat  the 
office^  altbon^  not  created  by  law,  is  created 
by  tM  law  <a  nations,  and  recognized  by  the 
eonstitDtim,  and  1^  the  appointment  to  fiU  it, 
hM  already  been  oonstituttoaally  made ;  and, 
IS  was  weU  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
PomsylTania,  ^!r.  Bdcba-nait,)  whether  we 
make  tlie  appropriation  or  not,  the  gentlemen 
who  are  named  are  IGnisters,  and  the  treaties 
they  may  make,  when  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
win  be  law,  in  all  p<Hats  tliat  do  not  reqaire  the 
sgencj  of  uie  Honse  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
It  differs  only  in  these  features — ^tiiat  the  ap- 
propriation is  asked  for  to  pay  the  agent,  be- 
Kne  the  dnty  ia  performed,  and  ihat  the  mo- 
tives for  the  a|^p<Hnlment  nave  hem  detailed 
tons. 

I  proceed  to  omrider.  which  I  promise  to  do 
yttj  briefly,  what  are  those  good  eflbets. 

The  first,  in  the  wder  of  the  Kessage — and 
eertualy  not  the  least  in  importance,  dthongh 
ten  deemed  proper  to  tract  it  with  lev- 


ity— is  the  Dnltivation  of  a  smrit  oi  aniitj  and 
good  foeUng  betweoi  ns  and  n«ghbors  with 
whom  we  must  necessarily  be  on  good  or  bad 
terms.  Onr  relative  ntnations  forbid  the  exist- 
ence (it  that  oold  calcolating  Jealoosy  which 
has  been  recommended:  we  must  be  good 
friends,  or  troublesome  neighbors.  Onr  inter- 
est, as  weU  as  political  poUcy,  prescribe  the. 
fonner  relation  to  them ;  and  nothing  would 
enanre  the  latter  so  effectually  as  a  refusal 
(couch  it  in  what  terms  you  will)  of  an  invits- 
tion  the  most  flattering  to  national  pride,  t^iat 
exists  in  the  annals  of  diplomacy. 

He  who  does  not  feel,  with  patriotic  exulta- 
tion, the  proud,  the  dignified  place  that  we 
idudl  occupy  on  this  Occasion,  can  never  be  con- 
vinced by  argnmeot.  W»  are  Inrited,  not  to 
preride  in  the  oonudl— that  would  be  a  vain 
distinction— but  to  "fix  with  our  neighlxHS  the 
great  prindplee  of  interaati<mal  law,"  in  which 
it  is  "  presumed  " — I  quote  from  one  of  the 
invitations — that  we  possess  more  light  upon 
the  snlject  than  the  otner  States  of  this  hem- 
isphere and  in  which  it  ia  added,  that,  al^ 
though  *'  other  parties  may  propose  their  views, 
yet  ^e  voioe  of  the  United  States  will  be  heard 
with  deference  and  respect"  For  my  own 
part,  I  feet  an  additional  pride  in  being  the  cit- 
izffli  of  a  Republic  thus  distiugulshea ;  thus 
appealed  to ;  not  for  the  exercise  of  its  force,- 
or  the  ud  of  its  subsidy ;  but  for  the  participa- 
tion of  a  more  precioua  treasure — its  experi- 
ence, its  knowledge,  its  science  in  govemmratf 
and  in  national  law— «  treasure,  m  which  we 
may  be  profase  without  extravagance,  and  the 
employment  of  which  will  bring  us  tite  interest 
of  honor  abroad  and  self-esteem  at  home. 

And  who  are  they,  air,  who  have  given  thla 
Invitation  t  Who  are  they  that  gentlemen  wisb 
us  to  disgust  by  coldly,  or  proudly,  or  suspi- 
ciously, declining  itt  They  are  those,  sir,  who 
have  a  right  to  otir  advice,  Onr  example  gave 
them  the  great  lesson  of  independence ;  our 
straggles  taught  them  perseverance ;  our  sno> 
cess  animated^  and  our  prosperity  has  encour- 
aged and  inspired  them :  they  have  copied  onr 
political  institutions,  and  the  characters  of  onr 
statesmen  and  heroes  are  the  objects  of  their 
emulation  and  respect ;  and,  if  onr  Kevolutioa 
had  never  taken  place,  they  would  still  have 
been  poor  oppressed  colonies,  crouching  under 
the  rod  of  a  European  master.  With  all  these 
reasons  for  riatiotw  Attachment  to  us,  shall  we 
have  none  fdf  tbeiiS'fTferid,  wnipping  ourselves 
in  a  cold-hearted  policy,  shall  we  deny  them 
the  common  courtesies  of  civilized  national  in* 
torcourse  ?  Sir,  in  this  part  of  my  argument, 
I  am  not  advocating  any  alliance,  (I  am  sick  of 
the  eternal  repetition  of  the  epltiiet  "  entan- 
gling,**) or  other  political  connection  that  may 
mvdve  us  in  war  or  other  difficnlty ;  a  kind 
feeling,  a  free  intercourse,  the  exchange  of 
good  offices ;  the  friendship  arising  fhim  a  sim- 
ilarity of  institutions :  all  those  things,  better  f^t 
than  descril>ed,  which  produce  national  as  well 
as  in^vldnal  fiiendih^  and  wUdi  lead  to  ex- 
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Slanations  of  mimnidentuidtnes,  that  would,  if 
)mented  "by  tiie  opposite  feelings,  break  oat 
into  qoarrels  and  war.  These  are  all  I  recom- 
mend, and  these  are  certainly  effects  tiiat  maj 
reasonably  be  expected  from  the  mission. 

Instead  of  this,  what  are  we  told  ?  Gnard 
agunst  this  national  attachment — ^forget  that 
tiiey  are  straggling  for  that  inestimable  bless- 
ing which  jon  have  obtained ;  forget  that  yon 
first  set  the  example  which  they  foUow ;  forget 
tiiat  yoQ  were  the  first  to  cheer  and  enconriwe 
and  salute  .them  by  a  recognition  of  their  title 
to  a  place  among  die  nations  of  the  eartJi; 
throw  away  the  advantages  resnltang  from 
th^  neighborhood — convert  it  into  •  cnrse  by 
Jealousy  of  their  motivee:  tell  them  that  yon 
eonnder  their  glorious  independence  as  not  so 
advantageons  to  yon  as  the  former  state  of  vas- 
salage in  which  tiiey  were  held ;  call  them  am- 
iUiotit  mUitari/  JRepubliet,  and  gnard  your- 
selves particnlarly  against  any  connection  with 
(hem :  for  they  are  yoor  hatubaj.  xznocua. 

Peace  with  Great  Biitun,  as  with  all  the 
world  I — free  intercourse! — the  most  friendly 
feelings  I— gratitude,  if  you  will,  for  the  insti- 
tutions we  derive  fh>m  her ;  but  no  alliance ; 
no  standing  with  her  agamtt  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  world.  Tet,  dr,  we  are  not  witli- 
ont  our  tifmpatMet.  Knee  my  friend  will  have 
them,  I  could  enumerate  a  string  of  them, 
almost  as  long,  and  qnite  as  applicable,  as  Fal- 
staff's,  as  thus :  John  Bull  loves  money — so 
does  Jonathan:  "there's  sympathy  for  yon." 
John  Boll  loves  trade — so  does  Jonathan: 
"  there's  more  sympathy.*'  John  boasts  of  his 
Talor  and  liberty — so  does  Jonathan.  "  €k>  to, 
then,  would  yoa  desire  better  mrmpathy." 
John  has  a  quick  sense  of  his  political  and 
eommercial  interests ;  and,  wherever  they  are 
discussed,  his  most  able  diplomatic  ^nts  are, 
invited  or  uninvited,  to  be  found.  Here,  sir, 
mj  parallel  ends.  So  does  not  Jonathan.  He 
will  not  accept  the  most  respectful  invitation ; 
he  doeea  his  Hpa,  he  stops  his  ears,  and,  in 
oontimial  dread  of  entani^ing  allianoes,  he 
nedeots  his  interests  and  disgnsts  his  friends. 
■  Next  to  tiie  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
general  friendly  nnderstanding,  is  that  which 
we  promise  to  ourselves  and  to  the  world  from 
the  discussion  of  liberal  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  Those  which  are  intended  to  as- 
eertun  the  rights  of  neutrals,  in  time  of  war, 
are  of  the  utmost  imp^gUipe  to  onr  interest, 
under  the  pacific  policy,  ij^ioh,  I  trust,  we  shall 
always  muntain,  when  it  can  be  done  with 
honor.  Those  which  go  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  belligerenta  towards  eaui  other,  in  car- 
rying on  the  unprofitable  oontest,  will  awve  the 
canse  of  hnmamtT,  and  redonnd  to  tiie  mdleas 
dory  of  that  nation  whose  enli^tened  policy 
first  so^fested,  and  whoee  persevering  effbrta 
shall  have  established  them  in  the  code  of  na- 
tions, as  they  have  always  been  established  in 
that  comprehendve,  eiuightened  self-interest, 
which  dionld  be  the  basis  of  all  law. 
Amoog  the  tauA  impMrtant  of  thoae  whioh 


regard  neutral  rights,  are  tiie  iwtrtetion  of 
blockades,  and  a  redaction  and  proper  derign*' 
tion  of  the  list  of  articles  fonning  contraband 
of  war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  principle 
that  free  ships  make  free  goods. 

But  the  object  of  a  general  nature  to  be  dia- 
CQBsed  at  this  meeting,  on  which  my  friend 
dwells  with  the  most  pleasure,  is  tiie  protec- 
tion of  private  property  on  the  ocean  from 
seizure  and  pillage ;  oy  which  I  mean,  not  only 
the  abolition  of  privateering,  bat  a  complete 
exemption  from  capture,  wheuier  by  pnbuo  or 
private  diips:  placing  i^vate  property  and 
private  indnatry  on  u«  aea,  npim  the  aame 
footing  npon  which  the  humane  ivineiides  of 
modem  warfiure  have  plaoed  it  upon  tibe  land ; 
making  It  as  disgraceml  fbr  an  Adndral  to  en* 
rich  himself  by  the  capture  <^  a  trader,  as  for 
a  General  to  pillage  the  cottage  of  a  peasant. 

I  now  approach  the  subject  which  has  ex* 
dted  aU  tne  fears,  called  forth  all  the  pr^a- 
dioes,  and  employed  all  the  talent  and  elo- 
qnence  of  tiiose  who  oppose  the  measure — the 
discnsuons  that  may  arise  on  the  dedaration 
made  by  lEr.  Monroe,  that  we  could  not  see 
with  indifference  the  interference  of  any  for- 
eign powers  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and 
her  colfHoiea.  This  has  been  called  a  pledge^ 
and  BO  I  oonrider  !t— a  pledge,  not  to  oiuaelvea 
or  our  posterity,  which  I  should  consider  a  suIh 
terftage  unworthy  »  great  natitm,  as  well  as  n 
solec&m  in  language— -but  a  pledge  to  the 
world,  that  we  would  interfere,  according  to 
our  means,  to  re^t  such  interference.  And  it 
is  one  which,  although  made  by  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  was  ratted  by  tiie  sentimenta 
of  all,  and  would  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
spirit  of  tiie  people.  But  that  pledge  rdated 
only  to  the  state  of  things  that  tiien  existed. 
It  was  made  whrai  all  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
[  rope,  except  Brit^,  were  confederated 

for  the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  all 
rqireaentative  govonment  in  Eurooe;  whm 
the  oUeot  ol  the  Oonfederatioo  had  beat 
effected  in  Naples,  and  was  in  fUl  operatioi 
against  Spfdn,  and  when  the  extenrion  <^  the 
aame  principles  to  America,  then  not  cmly  a 
prolwble  event,  but  one  known  to  be  the  snb- 
Jeot  of  deliberation,  would  have  endangered 
onr  own  politicfd  institntions.  The  declaration 
of  the  Preddent  was,  at  the  time,  understood 
to  have  been  made  with  the  concurrence  of 
Great  Briton,  and,  together  with  the  interfer- 
ence and  remonstrances  of  that  power,  to  have 
nroduced  the  abandonment  of  the  design. 
This  pledge,  however.  Is  now  represented  aa 
being  intended  for  the  foundation  of  an  alliance 
with  Spanish  ^erioa,  to  rerist  any  inteiftr^ 
enoe  wnatover  in  th^  war  with  ^ids— and  I 
omdua  that  the  generality  ot  the  terms  ap- 
pears to  have  prodnoed  this  impression  on  some 
of  those  Bepublics— and  that  ^ey  may  be  folly 
undeceived ;  that  the  true  import  of  the 
declaration  may  be  satisftctorily  expluned ;  la 
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  advocate  the  mis- 
sion: while,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  agree 
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to  the  amendment  triiieh  finrlndB  dlBonsflion  on 
the  snblect.  The  ciretinutanoes  under  which 
tite  decIaratikHi  w&s  made,  have  passed  away ; 
they  are  not  likely  agun  to  recur;  bat,  I 
sboold  wish  all  Europe  to  understand,  that  if 
ttiey  should,  oor  conauot  woold  redeem  the 
pledge  onr  ExeoatiTe  then  made.  How  oor 
nentral  relations  are  to  be  |ffected  by  this  sub- 
ject, I  cannot  conoeiva  As  far  as  it  applies  to 
the  island  of  Ouba,  it  has  been  repeated  and 
enforced,  and  most  frankly  avowed  to  the  only 
partfea  it  ooold  affect ;  and,  &r  from  producing 
■Dj  hostile  feeUng  in  them,  or  any  ezpresraon 
d  disaatidW^on,  even  its  proprie^  was  ac- 
knowledged and  acquiesced  in.  The  only  two 
powers  to  either  of  which  Ouba  oould  be  trans- 
mred,  to  our  detriment,  are  France  and  Great 
Britun ;  and  both  of  those  nations  have  heard 
our  declarations  on  that  snlfiect,  with  the  ex- 
press acknowledgment  that  they  were  proper. 
Does  any  gentleman  doubt  this,  let  him  refer  to 
Mr.  Brown's  note  to  the  Baron  Dam  as,  of  the 
9d  of  January  last.  In  repeating  to  tiiut  Min- 
ister the  conversation  he  had  held  with  him,  he 
Bays:  "In  the  confer^ice  with  which  yoor  £z- 
edknpy  hcmorad  me  t2ds  di^,  I  repMted  the 
same  asmrancee  ghat  *  the  tTnited  States  ooidd 
not  see  with  indinerenoe  Porto  Bieo  and  Oaba 
paasiug  from  Spun  to  any  other  power,^  and 
added,  with  a  view  of  guarding  beforehand 
against  any  possible  difficulties  that  mi^t 
arise,  th&t  my  Government  emild  not  eonaent  to 
the  occupation  of  those  islands  by  any  other 
Knropeui  power  than  Spun,  under  any  eontin- 

yow,  air,  wliat  did  the  Baron  de  Damas  say 
to  this  explicit  declaration  ?  Did  he  complain 
ai  it,aa  gentlemen  do  here,  as  a  breach  or  our 
neotral  dntiea,  as  an  interference  with  the  con- 
cerns of  other  nati<nis  ?  Did  he  warn  ua  that 
ft  wonld  draw  down  the  ire  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
anoe,  or  of  any  of  ita  monbera?  No,  nr;  Mr. 
&x)wn  tdls  his  Excellency  tliat  he  understood 
him  to  say,  "that  fbB  policy  ind  views  of  the 
United  States  eorre^oneUd  with  tAote  of  Aw 
Mi^ett§^»  OovMiunent and  his  Ezoellenor 
does  not  correct  the  statement.  Thus  mncn 
tor  France.  Great  Britiun  has  gone  farther ; 
Ibr  her  agent  in  Mexico  ideutifles  himself  with 
Mr.  Poiiuett  in  the  communications  received 
and  made  on  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet 
in  tiioae  seas.  Our  views  on  the  whole  subject 
are  made  known  to  the  Bnssian  Government, 
on  Mr.  Middleton*8  application  to  Count  Nes- 
selrode ;  and  by  hha  oommunioated  to  all  the 
eonrta  ot  £iin^  hidnding  Spain;  and  yet, 
we  liear  nowher«  bnt  in  our  Legialature,  the 
riig^itest  compluut  of  those  views,  or  any  inti- 
mation that  they  are  not  acknowledged  to  be 
Just.  Here,  on  the  ctmtrary,  the  most  fatal 
effects  are  anticipated.  Entangling  atlianceal 
Tar  1  witli  all  its  horrors,  are  to  be  the  imme- 
diate and  inevitable  resnlt  of  a  declaration  re- 
ceived without  c<HnpIaint  by  all  the  world,  and 
with  express  ^»proMtion  by  tliose  whoin  it 
Till  most  a&ot, 


[H.  or  a. 

I  come  now,  tax,  to  the  subject  which  I  con- 
sider as  of  the  most  vital  importance  of  aQ 
those  that  are  contemplated  by  this  mis^on— 
the  condition  of  Ouba.  Any  change  mast  be 
one  that  we  cannot  regard  without  the  liveliest 
interest.  Its  transfer  to  a  foreign  European 
power  has  been  alreadjf,  iu  some  measure,  con- 
sidered ;  our  right  to  interfere  to  prevent  this 
has  been  shown  to  have  been  acknowledged 
and  acquiesced  in.  It  is  a  right  arising  not 
only  from  the  danger  of  vicinity,  but  from  the 
command  which  the  power  holding  that  idand 
would  have  ovo^the  eommerdal  lutereoorse  of 
all  the  Western  States,  with  oor  own  country, 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  New  Orleai^  as  a 
port  of  export,  is  now  the  second  In  the  Union, 
and  soon  will  be  the  first  It  employs  more 
shipping  belonging  to  other  States  than  any 
other  port  does.  It  cannot  be  Buffered,  tfaenf 
that  any  foreign  power  should  be  placed  in  a 
situation  which  would  enable  it  to  interrupt 
this  commerce ;  the  first  of  all  laws,  that  of 
selfn>reservation,  justifiee  our  interference,  and 
no  decorous  language  can  be  too  strong  to  ex- 

Eress  a  determination  not  to  safier  it.  Bat  this 
I  not  the  worst  state  ot  Ihin^  tliat  may  groir 
ont  of  evrats  rdating  to  this  idand :  an  evil  ot 
more  appalling  magnitude  threatens  ns  from 
thft  quarter,  and  more  Immediatdy  hangs  over 
my  constituents,  and  the  people  of  other  Statea 
who,  like  them,  have  a  number  of  slaves ;  uid 
it  is  this  danger  which  I  hope  may  be  avoided 
by  negotiation :  that  is  my  principal  induce-  ' 
ment  ^r  favoring  this  measure.  All  the  other 
objects  are  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify, 
but  this  renders  it,  in  my  judgment,  impera- 
tively necessary.  All  this  made  me  look  witii 
anxiety  to  the  objections  drawn  from  the  na> 
ture  of  the  assembly,  which,  it  was  siUd,  ought 
to  prevent  onr  being  represented  at  it^  From 
a  close  attention  te  all  the  dooament^  I  ooold 
see  in  it  nothing  bnt  a  deliberate  diplomatio 
meeting,  in  the  0(Hi8altati<»is  of  which,  the 
part  which  we  were  to  take  would  be  deter' 
mined  by  the  powers  and  instruetionB  of  our 
own  Ministers ;  and  as  I  could  not  bnt  believe 
the  solemn  official  declaration  of  the  President, 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  power  and  instructions 
he  intended  to  give,  tlifs  objection,  and  others 
of  a  minor  nature,  with  the  refutation  of  which 
I  will  not  detain  the  oommittee,  yielded  to  my 
sense  of  daty  in  giving  effect  to  a  measure  that 
may  avert  from  the  State  I  rraresent,  one  of 
the  most  dreadful  scourges  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  ever  permitted  to  M\  on  a  nation. 
It  is  known,  sir,  that  the  invasion  of  Cuba  has 
been  projected  for  some  time  past  by  the  united  . 
powers  of  Colombia  and  Mexico.  That  inva- 
non,  if  made  with  a  force  insnfficieut  to  re- 
press the  slaves — if  it  should  depend  for  its 
success  on  their  insurrection — or,  if  th^ 
emancipation  should  be  proclaimed,  as  a  oonse* 
queued  of  the  conquest;  in  either  of  these 
events  the  result  would  be  su^  as  cannot  be 
regarded  without  apprehension.  In  the  Korth- 
em  and  Middle  States  they  are  not  oomddmd 
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as  thej  oQght  to  be ;  not  from  any  disrenrd. 
to  the  £ate  of  their  soatbem  neighbors— I  do 
not  impute  to  them  raoh  tnimiiuu  indifference 
— bnt  Dot  being  themselves  ezpoeed  to  it,  they 
have  never  conridwed,  nerer  oalotdnted  the 
dangn.  They  know  Ottba  as  a  place  of  mer- 
cantile resort — as  an  excellent  market  for  their 
inerchaodise — and  its  viranity  to  ns  has  only 
been  thonght  of  in  relation  to  the  leDgj^  of  the 
royage,  aad  the  rate  of  insoranoe.  Bnt  they 
Itave  had  no  ocoadon  to  reflect,  that  a  few 
hom^  in  an  open  boat,  may  briog  its  inhab- 
itants to  Florida,  and  a  voyage  of  little  more 
difficalty,  to  Lonisiana,  Alabama,  Qeorgia,  and 
Carolina,  Nor  have  tliey  oonsidered  the  con- 
sequences of  snoh  a  uffl^borhood  to  the  oiti- 
Bens  of  those  Statea— oonsaqoences  which  X 
iball  sot  endeaTOT  to  d«inot — oortiun  wHiae* 
aaences  to  the  mlssnble  masters  of  tiie  iduid 
Saell^  wbioh  mnst  be  the  scene  of  their  opera- 
tiona :  scaroely  leas  oertain  to  the  States  I  nare 
Mmed.  A  tempovaij  absenoe  al<Hie  prevented 
my  being  an  ^e-witness  to  thje  devastation  of 
insmsent  slaves  in  my  own  State,  to  the  shock- 
lag  wt  necessary  severity  which  attended  it» 
snppression,  and  to  the  increased  rigor  wliich 
the  abortive  attempt  of  the  gntlty  broqght  -on 
the  nnoffending.  My  nearest,  connections  w.ere 
aoKHig  the  few  sarvivors  who  escaped  .tcc^fa  the 
smbkuig  and  bloody  ruins  of  that  £ur  lisland, 
^oe  the  seat  of  oommeroe,  wealth,  ease,  hos- 
pitality, and  happiness,  where  the  iudidgent 
master  mled  witn  a  paternal  band  the  oontenfr- 
«d  slave,  nntal  a  fetal  revolntion,  snoh.  as  is  now 
.perhaps  preparing  for  Oaba,  snddenly  covered 
it  wiui  oamage  and  desolation,  and,  in  the 
stmg^e,  seventy  and  revenge  prodnoed  atroci- 
ties at  which  hnman  nature  dknddcvs,  and 
which  no  good,  promised  by  a  fiaLse  philan- 
thropy, can  ever  oompeosate.  Every  one  who 
Bves  in  a  country  where  slavery  has  been  es- 
tablished, most  ponder  serionaly,  oa  tb<we 
scenes,  and  the  recital  of  what  h^  happened ; 
the  danger  of  its  recurrenoe,  and  the  means  of 
avoiding  it,  must  naturally  make  a  more  aeri- 
•us  iinpreniMi  on  his  mindf  &an  on  that  of 
one  more  remote  from  the  dangeca.  To  me^ 
ftran  the  oiroomstanoes  I  have-  named,  th^ 
oome  home  with  redoubled  force ;  ai^  when  I 
reflect  that,  in  voting  for  the  measure  pn^Kwed, 
I  may  possibly  avert  those  evils  (ram.  my  con- 
stitnents;  when  I  tlunk  on  the  conseqaences 
<tf  a  false  Judgpient,  in  a  matter  of  this  mo- 
ment, I  feel  the  responsibility  of  my  station,  to 
my  conscience,  my  ooontiT,  and  my  Qod. 

Mr.  Bud  next  rose,  and  spoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effect: 

Mr,  Chairman :  I  consider  the  proposed  mis- 
^n  to  Panama  as  highly  important  to  the 
United  States.  I  also  consider  the  amendments 
offered  by  the  gentlemra  from  Delaware  (Hr. 
I^iLaiib)  and  Vi^inia  ^Ur.  Bivaa)  to  the  reso- 
lution now  before  us,  as  deeply  aflteting  tlie 
prinuples  of  our  Grovernment.  These  subjects 
ctonand  oar  deliberate  oQualderatioQ.  I  wiU 
tA.  Oie  indolgenoe  of  the  «nnmittee  to  riate^ 


in  a  plain  and  oondso  manner,  my  views  upoa 

both  propoeitaons. 

The  main  question  presented  for  the  deliber- 
ation of  die  committee  is^  fihall  we  make  the 
imnvpriatami  neceasary  to  defr^  the  expenaa 
a  a  mission  to  Panamaf  The  qnestun  now 
more  immediately  under  conrideration,  is  tbft 
amendments  of  th|  gentlemen  from  Ddawara 
and  Virginia  to  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  For^gn  Affairs,  resolving  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  am)ropriate  the  fonds  necessary  to 
enable  the  ftvsident  of  the  United  States 
to  send  Uinisters  to  the  Congress  at  Pa&»- 
ma. 

I  shall  first  condder  the  amendments  abovo 
referred  to.  These  amendments  appear  to  mo 
to  deserve  mudi  connderation:  tor,  in  mf 
Judgment,  thoy  are  boatile  to  the  aniiit  of  tho 
constitution,  utd  at  variance  with  the  uniform 
usage  of  tlds  House  ^oe  the  first  organizattrat 
of  the  Government.  These  amoidmrats  havo 
been  termed  "  the  exiwesskm  of  an  opinimi.'* 
They  unqneeti(mably  are  the  ezprewion  of  aa 
opinion:  but  are  they  the  expreenon  of  aa 
opinion  proper  for  ns  to  give?  Are  we  au- 
thorized by  the  constitution  to  express  snoh 
opinions,  and  in  snoh  manner? 

The  amendments,  in  mj  judgment,  are  unau- 
l^orized  by  the  constitution,  and  of  dangerooe 
tendency.  If  unauthorized  by  the  constita- 
ti<m,  it  must  be  dangerous  for  the  Honae  of 
Be{n-esentativee,  directly  or  indireeUy,  to  a^ 
some  <}»  power  and  oorreqKnding  leflponutnl- 
il7  of  the  Sxecutive  branch  of  the  Govcm- 
ment.  The  amendments  referred  to  are  no 
more  nor  less  than  instructions  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Hinlrters.  We  have  no  power  to  in- 
stmct.  It  is  therefore  an  assompticm  of  power, 
unauthorized  by  the  constitution. 

Some  embairassment  has  been  felt  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  lias  been  preaenC- 
ed  to  us.  Tlie  Message  ot  the  President,  re- 
quesl^g  an  ap^opriauon,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Wa^ s  and  Means.  The  Meesago 
of  the  President,  in  answer  to  oar  call  for  in- 
flNrmation  raspeoting  the  Panama  nussioii,  wm 
refocred  to  the  Oonunittee  on  ScnAm  AaUra. 
Botii  committees  have  rsMrted  to  Sie  Hooae. 
The  one,  tiiat  the  proposed  mlsricnt  to  Panama 
is  expedimt— 4he  other  have  rroortod  a  biU 
granting  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  the  mission.  We  treat  the  report  and 
bUl  as  distinct  subjects.  I  consider  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  as  an  able 
one,  but  the  appropriation  bill  is  the  real  anb- 
jeot,  and  the  only  one,  upon  wMch  we  aro 
called  to  act  in  relation  to  tibe  Panama  missioa. 
The  appropriation  involves  the  report  ctf  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  so  much  <d  it 
aa  proves  the  expe^noy  of  nuddng  tJie  ^>pKH 
priation. 

The  report  and  bill  refto  to  one  and  the  same 
snbject-mattw.  The  one  is  the  reasoning — ^the 
other  tJw  result.  The  dose  of  the  re^nrt  ot 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  AiE^  is,  "^Jimhti, 
That  it  ia  expediflot  to  i^prq^nite  tbo  fii^ 
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■tWMWnry  to  enabia  tb«  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  to  Bead  Miristsn  to  Panama." 

The  OommittBfrof  Ways  and  Means,  beoaose 
it  is  erpedimt,  adapting  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
arittee  of  F<veigtt  Affi^n,  for  its  remit,  bring 
in  »bill  to  appropriate  $40,000  for  that  par- 
pne.  In  one  word,  the  money  is  to  be  i^pro- 
pricted  beoaase  it  is  expedient,  and  thu  ach 
aoiaes  the  sabstance  of  tne  report.  But  gen- 
tlenen  indat  apon  amending  the  report,  bj 
'  oonditlona.  The  num^y  shall  tw  hppto- 
.  beeanae  H  is  ei^>edient,  and  it  is  ene- 

 ,  poTided  oertain  amendments  reftrred  to 

(wnr  Dclbn  ns)  be  adofilid;  whidi  mead- 
MMts  are  nothing  nora- nor  less  than  Instrao- 
ttsDB  to  the  fxeontlire  and  onr  Ministers.  I 
nfer  to  the  aaaenflmfants,  whioh  I  will  not 
tomble  the  oommittee  to  read.  We  then  make 
the  wpropriation  oondititmally.  We  have  no 
miAorwf  to  annex  a  condition  to  onr  i^prt^ri- 
sMan,  itor  do  we  attempt  it  in  the  i|ipropria> 
tiosi  IhIL  Bat  we  attempt  it  in  the  repcrt  of 
tba  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Affidrs,  vfaleh  lays 
4ov«.  Ai6  principle  on  inaoh  the  wproprii^a 
rests.  To  illostrate  the  eabject  farther,  it  Is 
tiba  osoal  oowsa  fai  this  Hoom  fot  a  oonmittee 
to  make  a  raprnt^setting  foftih  the  reasons  why 
Bonej  shoold  be  granted^  with  a  bUl  making 
tibe  a|^»rcH>riation.  Sappose  tins  had  been  the 
node  in  the  present  ease.  Snppoee  tiie  Oom- 
mittee of  FordffQ  Affldrs  had  made  a  report 
that  it  was  expedient  to  n^>roiHia£e  the  money 
to  'defri^  the  expenses  of  the  misrion.  with  a 
bM  making  the  appropriati<ai.  All  thu  might 
veB  be  united.  Add  the  amendments  pro- 
pmed,  which  are  Ae  oonditions — the  inetrao- 
tiona.  If  these  iaatraotions  were  inoonwrated 
in  the  act,  would  sai^  an  aotpass  the  Honse  or 
Senatel  I  presoiiie  not  Tet,  in  foot,  by  the 
amend  moots  pvposed,  the  same  thing  would 
be  ctfheted.  ao  fiv  as  to  deotere  «d  pnUlsh  the 
i^lnloa  of  fius  Hooao.  I  ofrntoDd  that  tiie 
amendmeata  pimdsed  da  go  to  express  the 
f^rinitm  of  the  Hobb»  eC  Sepresentativea  as  to 
what  should  be  the  instracttoos ;  that  Ihej  ex- 
pram  an  opinim  that  the  uppmpr^lHim  shoidfl 
ite  eooditimal.  It  w  an  "anwatrantable  assnmp- 
tioD  ^  power.  We  luve  no  oonstitutional 
tigiit  to  lastxoot  or-anaez  oonditioiu  to  an  sp- 
■tviiriation  of  the  pmaeat  oharaoter.  As  we 
aare  no  oonstitutional  sathority  in  the  case,  we 
have  no  right  to  attempt  to  reach  tlie  oi^oot 
fadii«cti7.  I  am  awara  that,  as  we  have  no 
power  or  eontroft  ovar  oor  amba^aadors,  and 
esanot  annex  »  eonditimi  to  an  act  making  an 
nrapriatioD  Ibr  their  saf^ort;  onr  bistnutims 
and  opinions  as  to  tfa^'  oowUtion  of  the  grant, 
an  not  obUgatorj.  SfciU,  it  ia  intended  that 
these  amendmmits,  ex|ve8riag  mxk  opinion  aad 
inrtmetioaL  ^aoed  in  alUanee  and  near  eon- 
aeetion  with  Hu  appn^ffiotion  bill,  shall  have 
m  faiflnMioe.  In  my  opinion,  as  far  as  they 
■ay  have  an  inflaenoe  npon  the  Exeoative,  or 
chewhere,  it  will  be  of  evil  t«idencry. 

Bat  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr. 
MftUan}  liaa  infimned  na  thak  .he  iwoald  not 


have  pnmoeed  his  amendment,  if  onr  opinlcm 
had  not  oMOi  requested  by  the  Ezecative. 
How  has  onr  omnion  been  requested  f  "  The 
Freadent,  in  his  Message  to  thii  House,  ob* 
served,  that  *  the  concurrence  of  the  House  to 
iha  measure,  by  the  appropriations  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  is  alike  subject  to  its 
free  determination,  and  indiqwnsabfe  to  the 
fUfihnent  of  the  intention.' " 

The  Executive  adcs  no  opinion,  but  tiie  opin- 
ion wMob  we  ean  constitutionally  express, 
nvnting  or  withhfdding  the  appropriatum. 
He  comd  ask  no  other  opinion.  The  power 
and  responubility  of  givmg  instractions  to 
Mini^ara  and  Ambaasaders  ia  intrusted  liom^ 
with  the  Execntive. '  The  constitution  has 
wisely  placed  it  tliere.  There  let  it  remain. 
But  soppoeo  it  possible  that  the  Executive 
slionld.-  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  request  tha 
(minion  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the  instmo* 
tions  wl^cb  it  might  be  pn^wr  to  give  onr 
Ifinisterst  Would  gsntiemen  be  {H«pared  to 
grant  such  a  request?  Would  tltey  be  read^  to 
asBome  tiie  power  imd  the  reqx^iribility  neoai- 
saiily  eonneoted  with  itV  I  trust  not.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  assume  Sxeentin  power  or 
Ezaoative  responsibility. 

I  will  now  makft  some  remarka  in  &tw  of 
the  proposed  aSadaa  to  Panama,  and  ct  tho 
i^Hvopnation  neoessair  to  ^eetuate  Uiat  ol^eot 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
Message  to  boUi  Houses  of  Oongrea^  infotmed 
ns  *'  that  the  GovernmeatB  of  Colombia,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  Central  America,  had  severally  invited 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be 
represented  at  the  Oongresa  <tf  Panama,  to  d^ 
liberate  up<m  ot^eota  (tf  peenUar  oonoarnmeDt 
to  this  hemisphere." 

The  Presiaeut  has  given  ns  the  lettera  of  In- 
vitatiw  firom  these  foreign  powera-^^wentbu 
geneEaUy  their  views  of  the  ohjaets  and  hnn- 
ness  of  the  proposed  Congress.  Be  haa  alio 
given  na  the  answers  on  thepart  of  the  Exeoa^ 
tive,  to  thoee  invitations.  They  liave  been  ao 
often  adverted  to  in  this  debate^  that  I  forbeir 
to  trouble  the  oommittea  Ij'vetoniag  to  aoj 
particnlar  part. 

The  Presiduit  haa  nominated  two  distin- 
guished men  as  Envoys  Extratffdinary  and 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary.  He  has,  in  a  oom- 
mnnicstion  to  the  Benate,  and,  also,  in  a  com- 
mnnioahon  to  this  House,  both  of  wbidi  are 
before  ns,  stated  explidtiyhis  views  in  relation 
to  the  mission.  Bis  views  have  given  evidenoe 
of  talent,  and  wisdom,  and  benevidenoa,  which 
demand,  and  will,  in  araae  dur,  rec^TOi  tiio 
tribute  of  the  admiration  and  lova  of  all  th* 
American  natioos,  north  and  smith,  and  of  the 
worid.  The  Senate  of  the  United  SUtea,  aftir 
due  deliberation,  have  a^rored  of  the  nMat 
nation.  The  President  has  now  submitted  the 
"  propriety  ^f  making  an  appropriation  to  our 
candid  consideration  and  Milightened  patriot- 
ism." We  are  called  tRKHi  to  give  onr  sanotioa 
to  the  mladtm,  1^^  makug  the  ncBMiiB7  appoh 
piption. 
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The  objects  of  the  mj88i<Hi  are  Tarions.  They^ 
unite  duty  and  interest— cor  own  good  and  the 
good  of  nations.  But  some  gentlemen  are 
■lumed.  They  apprehend  evil.  If  we  meet 
in  Congress  at  Panama,  they  innst  that  we 
mnst  engage  in  all  the  dwiberationa  which  may 
come  nnmr  th^  ooamdastion,  and  be  finallr 
bound  by  the  resnlt,  This  yiew  is,  in  my  ham- 
Ue  opimon,  entireir  efnmeoiu— txmtmry  to 
the  opinions  ezprened  in  the  tavitation  of 
those  nations;  omtnur  to  &»  <q>ini(Hi  ex- 
pressed in  r^ly  to  thehr  invitation ;  and  eon- 
trary  to  the  raprees  declarations  of  the  Preei- 
dent  in  his  oranmnnications  to  us.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  oommittee  by  reading  extracts  from 
these  docomentfl,  as  thejr  are  before  as,  and 
ooDtradiot  the  above  opmi<ms  and  wpreben- 
Aosa.  Those  nations  do,  indeed,  solicit  ns  to 
afford  them  the  light  of  onr  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, where  we  may  have  no  direct  inter- 
est bat  the  hope  of  doing  good.  They  will 
meet  in  OoDgteai  fyt  varum  porpoees;  bat 
lli^  do  not  mvite  or  dedre  as  to  Jtdn  them, 
ftaiiher  tlian  intweat  and  dtrty  nqmre  mdon. 
U  there  a  man  in  tMs  oommittee  who  believes 
Cnr  Ministers  will  be  bound  to  take  a  share  in 
discasrions  npon  sabjeote  in  which  we  have  no 
Interest}  Is  there  a  man  in  this  oommittee 
who  believes  our  IGnisters  will  be  bound  by  a 
majority  of  the  Congress  without  tiieir  own 
eonsentl  peradventare,  any  stipnlalions 
ahonld  be  agreed  npon  which  the  Prerident  and 
Senate  did  not  approve,  would  they  not  be  re- 
jeotedf  Is  tiiere  a  man  in  this  committee  who 
Qoes  not  believe  that  the  President  will  nve 
faMtmotions  oonfmrnab^  to  hia  oommnnicataona 
made  to  ttiii  Hoasef  la  not  the  Enontive 
boond,  by  every  oonstderatStn  of  bonw  and 
%  Alty,  to  be  oantiooa  hi  giving  Us  Imtrnetirais  f 
Tmn  en  be  no  danger.  Some  gwtlemen 
•eon  strangely  and  nnneoeasarily  alarmed.  Be- 
tfde,  whether  there  be  danger  or  not  the  Prea* 
idant  most  decide,  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  will  hold  him  req>onsible  for  his  de- 
dsion,  if  we  do  not  wrongfally  interfere. 

Some  ol^Ject  on  aoooont  of  the  novdty  of  the 
mission ;  others,  because  they  apprehend  we 
We  ple^^ed  to  a  particular  policy :  for,  at  any 
iwte,  they  have  foond  the  word  pledge  in  the 
eorreapcmdence  of  one  onr  lunistors,  (}ir. 
Poinsett.)  These  objeotiooa,  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me.  timid  and  anfonnded  alanni,  are  exdted 
1^  a  mw  ezpresdona  ai  Ibrdgn  lunlsters,  and 
onr  own,  perhaps  not  snmdan^  gwded. 
TlMse  detached  ezpresriona  seem,  m  tiie  esti- 
matiosi  of  sncfa  gentlemen,  to  ootweigb  the 
lrh(de  enrrent  of  the  correspondence  of  onr 
own  Government,  and  of  fordgn  Govemroents, 
and  the  express  declaration  of  the  I!xecative 
as  to  the  policy  he  shall  pnrsne.  But  Hr. 
Poinsett  gave  an  infonnal  aoooont  of  a  conver- 
sation between  himself  and  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  he  mentions  the  word 

SledffS.   It  yet  remains  very  doabtfdl  whether 
la  word  was  ever  used. 
Other  gentlemen  complain  that  It  is  a  d^tar- 


tare  fr<Hn  formw  nsage.  The  history  oi  tlio 
Sonth  American  Govf^nments  is  an  anomaly  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Seven  or  eight  na- 
tions  have  been  emancapatedj  as  it  were,  in  a 
day.  They  desire  to  meet  with  as ;  shall  wo 
reftue,  becanse  snoh  an  event  never  has,  and* 
I»obably,  never  will  uidnoeenrt  It  is  no  de- 
partaro  from  prinei[ue.  Onr  lOniatars  will 
have  no  greater  power  than  has  been  given  to 
aU  ftinner  nenipotentiariee.  U  it  be  annsnal, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  it  corresponds  with 
an  anasaal  and  wonderfiil  event  in  the  historj 
of  Divine  Providence.  There  will  be  no  do- 
partore  from  the  straight  and  narrow  path  of 
anty;  no  departure  from  our  dearest  rigfata 
and  purest  pnnciplee.  I  accuse  no  man  of  mis- 
representation, in  gartAing  extraota  from  ibo 
oommumoations  so  liberally  {dven  us,  bat  ap- 
pesl  to  the  whole  oommunjcauons. 

The  Prerident  has  fhlly  disclosed  his  views 
<^  the  misBlon ;  oi  the  reetrictioas  and  limits 
tionB<rfthe  power  of  onr  AmhassaJora;  tiiatit 
ia  merely  oonBoltative.  Yet  all  tiiis  does  not 
seem  to  afford  some  gentlemen  any  aatls&o- 
tion. 

The  gentieman  from  Yiiginia  (Mr.  BtrsB)  ham 
e^ven  us  tiie  histOT^  of  the  orig^  <^  the  reoogni- 
tion  of  the  BepubhcB  of  Sonth  America,  and  haa 

2 noted  from  several  eloquent  n>eeches  at  Mr. 
Ilay.   I  do  not  perceive  his  object   Does  Ute 

Smtieman  mean  to  ceraure  the  vote  of  tlita 
ouse  npon  ^t  subject  t  It  will  be  remem- 
bered it  was  a  very  extraordinary  vote.  Ac- 
cording to  my  reoolleotion,  there  was  but. 
solitary  Ko,  The  gentleman  from  Vii^nU 
(Mr.  Brvn)  wann  as  not  to  be  influmoed  \ij 
sympathy.  I  adndt  that  ercti  aympothy  sbonld 
be  snbjected  to  tiie  wboleeone  ob^ine  of  tha 
anderstanding ;  but  I  trust  t^iat  audi  pnro  and 
heavenly  affection  may  be  not  only  mitij  in- 
dnlged,  bnt  encouraged.  At  the  same  tfan^ 
whue  the  gentieman  wama  ni  to  beware  or 
empathy,  he  caDs  to.hi«  aid  passions  of  a  mwa 
unworthy  character — passions  which  need  no 
excitement—fear,  anger,  jealouqr.  He  woidd 
have  as  take  ooanael  of  roar:  for  the  missioa 
may  prodaoe,  aaid  be,  war  wift  England ;  and 
he  would  ezdte  our  anger  and  jealousy,  by  com* 
phdning  that  Mexieo  bn  tremd  En^and  with 
rocve  attention  and  re^eet  than  aba  has  treat* 
ed  na. 

Mtich  has  been  arid  !n  the  oMrae  at  thb  do- 
bate  respecting  the  Uands  of  Oaba  and  Pttta 
Bioo.  They  onqneationaUy  present  to  thia  iw> 
tion  olffeota  of  peat  difllbmty  and  vast  impor- 
tance. I  do  not  pro|iOBe  to  state  my  viewib. 
The  sabject  has  be«i  ably  examined  by  othersi 
I  could  but  notice  soma  remarks  of  gentieman 
opposed  to  the  misnon. 

One  gentieman  has  inibrmed  us  of  the  great 
value  of  our  trade  with  Ouba,  and  the  great 
amount  of  onr  tonnage  employed  in  that  trade^ 
and,  in  a  tone  of  censure  and  coroplaiat<,  soggeeto 
that  our  interests  in  relation  to  that  island  had 
not  been  snfBelentiy  regarded  by  the  ExeoatiTe. 
Another  gentleman  severely  reoriminatu  tli* 
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IzMnttiTe,  because  he  enggeato  the  impoAanoe 
of  Uie  mumon  to  Fuuuna  io  a  commercial  ^ew. 
This  soggestioa  is  denominated  a  lore  held  oat 
to  the  oDpidity  merchants  and  meroMiaiy 
nem.  One  gentleman  is  afrud  of  entangling 
alltanceG,  fearing  that  they  may  resolt  in  war. 
Another  gentlunan  dAoonees  the  Ezeondre 
with  serere  censure  for  the  moderate  and  per- 
■DsflTe  language  which  has  been  held  towards 
CcriomtHa  and  Mexico^  respeotine  th^  taking 
poflSMson  of  Goba.  He  would  oan  it  made 
known  that  the  United  States  would  dedare 
wsr  immediately  if  those  nations  Bboold  take 
the  ialaiid.  Thns  the  Exeoative  la  aooosed  <tf 
jwgleetiiig  oar  mwoantile  iotensts;  (tf  hi^ 
too  mocb  alire  to  and  coneerned  for  those  In- 
terests; of  porsoing  a  oonrse  too  daring  and 
hasardons ;  of  wanting  ^rit  and  enei^.  Tet 
all  these  agree  in  denonnoing  his  o(»tdaot  as 
dangerons  and  wrmg.  They  aU  agree  tiiat  he 
has  done  either  too  much  or  too  litUe. 

These  Tsrioos  and  oontradietOTy  opiidons  pre- 
TsiBng  In  thia  Booae^  (dearly  prove  onr  inoom- 
peteo^to  ^scharae  the  BxeentiTe  Amotions. 

On  nMti<m  d  Mr.  Hupmu,  the  i*^"^""^ 
and 

IbeHoaio  a^onmed. 


THDSBOATf  April  18. 
Jfiinon  to  Panama. 

The  Honse  having  ag^  resamed  the  oon- 
■teaUim  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Fwrign  Belations,  aj^mviog  the  IGssioQ  of  Pa- 
aama,  with  tlie  amendments  proposing  a  qnali- 
fiestkm  to  the  genwal  exprorion  of  approba- 
tkn  thweof — 

Mr.  HuEPHOJ.  rose,  and  addressed  the  com- 
mittee aa  follows: 

The  rasolation  which  has  been  ofibred  by  the 
Oon^ttee  <n  Foreign  IMatiuia,  in  this  nnpre- 
fliMWnftMl  case,  Is  anommeoted  with  the  bill  for 
the  anffopriation ;  it  is  an  abstract  resolnUon, 
at  the  oMiclasion  of  an  aUe  repwt  of  theooin- 
mittee,  aeCting  forth  tbwr  reascHis  at  large,  in 
&Tor  o/C  the  miadon.  It  oonoon  in  the  ex- 
pediMiey  of  the  messnre:  for  it  will  not  be 
nid,  that  it  means  nothing  more  than  that  we 
are  oMwtitotiooaUy  bound  to  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriataoD.  If  we  agree  to  this  resolotion,  we 
aoqniesoe  in  the  expediency  of  the  measare,  in 
ita  anl?n''**^  character,  wnidk  is  a  verv  differ- 
«at  tiling  from  voting  ehat^y  in  &vot  of  the  ap- 
pnnriatMm  bill,  as  Imtend  to  do. 

Ahbovrii  tlM  reasoning  of  tltfr  oomndttee  is 
Mit  eoDwwed  as  bearing  «i  the  treaty-roaldng 
power,  the  amendment  is  opposed,  as  an  io- 
fringament  of  that  power,  and  aa  giving  instroo- 
tiuDs  and  conditions  to  onr  lunisters.  But 
what  ■  the  fiiet  1  The  amendment  is  the  mere 
expmifm  of  the  will  of  this  House,  on  a  ques* 
ticm  of  great  natiooal  ocmoem;  and  it  is  imma- 
terial how  the  opinion  of  this  House  reaches 
the  ears  of  the  President,  whether  by  the 
tpWHthet  of  members,  or  the  general  ^»proba- 
tion,  or  Aavipnhatien,  of  a  partioalar  oieasaxtt. 


The  fact  being  ascertained  to  his  satisfio. 
tion,  it  ought,  and  doubtless  woold,  have  the 
same  iufluraioe  on  him,  as  a  format  resoktioQ : 
for  a  resolution  in  form  is  nothing  more:  it 
only  redaces  to  a  certainty  the  opinion  of  the 
Honse,  which  cannot  as  well  be  ascertained  in 
any  other  way ;  and  ita  object  is  to  apprise  the 
Executive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Bepresent- 
atives  of  the  people.  But  it  does  not  amount 
to  instruoticoiB ;  vie  House  has  no  c<MUtitntional 
authority  to  give  inatnu^u ;  it  is  not  ao  in- 
tended, nor  wiD  it  be  so  reoeived— ^  Enoitivck 
with  the  advantage  of  this  infcHinatioa,  will 
act  as  he  pleases,  and  take  the  remousibiluiy.  Jt 
is  aeknowledxed  that  the  House  has  a  lif^t  to 
express  an  abetraot  opinion  on  great- natioQal 
concerns ;  and  this  is  nothing  more.  The  ap- 
propriation  bill  stands  by  itself^  and  if  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution  is  not  derired  to  produce 
some  effect  on  the  public  opinion,  I  should  be 
^ad  to  know  why  wo  are  called  upon  to  aot 
on  it.  Pass  the  a^nqiriitiiHi  bill,  and  that 
will  be  suffldent. 

I  will  hete  be  allowed  to  eall  the  attantton 
of  tiie  eommittee  to  the  Keaaage  and  doeonunti 
from  whence  we  derive  oar  informati<m  on  the 
Buhject ;  and  I  will,  in  thdr  ordM-,  advert  to 
the  lettius  of  Invitation,  and  the  answers  to 
them;  and  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  received  and  treated,  by  the  ExeontiTe 
branch  ot  the  Government.  The  letter  of 
Salazar,  under  the  date  of  the  second  of  Ko- 
vembOT,  1825,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  men- 
tions that  the  honorable  Secretary  having  inti- 
mated, in  the  name  of  his  OovemmenL  that 
the  United  States,  if  formally  invited  by  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  and  ^prised  of  the  suljecta  to 
be  discussed,  would,  on  their  part,  ^ipolnt  a 

Krson  to  represent  them,  if  the  anUeot  ahoold 
^proved  of  by  the  United  States;  the 
underngned  is  aooor^nf^  antliorixed,  by  his 
Qovemment,  to  address  this  invitsUon ;  which 
he  now  makes,  in  all  dne  form.  The  suI^JectB 
of  dlecossion  he  puts  in  two  classes : 

JP^nt.  Matters  peculiarly  and  exdusivdy 
concerning  the  belligerents. 

Steond.  Matters  between  the  belligerraits 
and  neutrals. 

The  United  States,  he  said,  will  not  take  part 
in  the  ^scussion  of  the  first  description ;  and 
he  confined  himself  to  the  latter.  He  then 
obsured,  that  an  opportunity  wotdd  be  afford- 
ed to  fix  some  principles  of  international  law. 
The  manner  in  which  all  colonisations  of  Eu- 
ropean powers,  on  the  Amerioaa  continent, 
shall  be  resisted,  and  thmr  interference  in  tiie 
present  contest  between  Spidn  and  her  ftmner 
oolonies  prevented,  are  other  points  of  great 
interest.  Were  it  proper,  an  eventoal  alliance, 
in  case  these  events  shoQld  oconr,  which  is 
within  the  range  of  possibilities,  and  the  ti'caty, 
of  which  no  use  should  be  made,  until  the 
ca»uM  /adsrit  should  happen,  to  renudn  secret; 
or,  if  this  should  seem  premature,  a  convention 
so  anticipated  would  be  a  different  means  to 
secure  the  same  end,  cHf  preventing  foreign  iar 
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flaenoe :  this  to  a  matter  of  immediate  ntOity 
to  the  American  States  that  are  at  war  with 
Spiuii,  and  is  Id  accordanee  with  the  repeated 
<le<^atiotu  and  protests  of  the  Oabioet  at 
WafAiington.  The  oonferenoes  held  on  this 
snhject  being  confidential,  would  increase  mn- 
totu  friendship,  and  promote  the  reepeotive  in- 
tere^  of  the  parties.  Hie  Afrioan  slave  trade, 
and  the  relaaonB  d  H^ti,  are  menttoned  as 
other  toidoB. 

Obreffon'a  letter  is,  in  flnbstanoe,  tiie  samd. 
Aiter  Mworving  that,  being  informed  of  the 
ooncorrenoe  of  this  Govenuitent  in  the  idea  of 
discussing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress,  as  was 
desired,  and  ttiat  it  would  send  representatives 
to  it  nnder  condition  that  the  neutrality  in 
which  it  stood  with  Spain  should  not  be  violat- 
ed, one  of  the  subjects  he  mentioned  which 
woeld  occupy  the  attention  (tf  the  OongreM, 
would  be  the  resistance  or  oppomtion  to  the 
interference  of  any  neutral  nation,  in  the  ques- 
tion and  war  of  independence  between  the  new 
powers  of  the  oontinent  and  Spain. 

After  tJieae  two  piindpal  snljeata.  the 
resentotives  of  the  United  States  <h  America 
may  be  ooomied  upon  others,  to  which  the 
exist«ioe  of  t£e  new  States  may  give  rise.  The 
United  States  of  America  may  send  their  Rep- 
resentatives  to  take  part  in  those  questions, 
which,  long  since,  they  were  the  first  in  de- 
daring  to  the  worid  they  r^^arded  as  of  traa- 
oendent  importance  to  the  interests  of  all  Anwr- 
ica ;  and  in  others,  to  which  the  formation  of 
the  new  States  will  give  rise ;  the  ooncnrrence 
in  which  will,  moreover,  accomplish  the  object 
so  mnoh  desired  by  the  respective  Governments, 
of  maiUfestin^  by  deeds,  the  disposition  and 
fiunli^  whidi  the  powers  o£  tbia  oontinwt 
poBsen,  to  act  in  oonoert  in  the  eonmon 
oaose. 

The  objects  to  be  discussed  are,  first,  exclu- 
rively  conoeming  the  belligerents— and,  sec- 
ondly, between  the  belligerents  and  neutrals. 
What  is  the  plain  meaning  of  all  tbtot  The  first 
class  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  discussed; 
and  the  reason  is,  because  we  will  oome  to  no 
ooBrinuon  with  the  new  States  upon  them: 
and  it  would  be  useless,  and  beyond  the  range 
of  diplomacy,  to  enter  into  the  discussions  of 
rol^ects,  not  intended  by  either  party  to  be 
acted  upon.  Bat  the  means  of  makmg  effectual 
the  asBwtion  of  the  prinidple  of  eou»inrtion, 
and  of  resisting  intemrenee  from  abroad  with 
the  donwHw  oomemattf  (he  AmerieanClovem- 
menta,  are  to  be  am<»ig  the  anfajeeto  of  emsul- 
tation  at  Panama,  by  alliances,  and  mutual 

{tledg^  if  terms  can  be  agreed  up<m  to  the  sat- 
.  sfaotion  of  each  puty.  In  regard  to  the  inter- 
ferenoe  from  abroad  it  to  said  tiiat  a  joint  decla- 
ration of  its  character,  and  exposure  of  it  to  the 
wOTld,  may  be  probably  all  that  the  occasion 
would  require ;  and,  whether  the  United  States 
should  or  not  be  parties  to  such  a  declaration, 
may  justiyform  a  partof  thedeliberations;  the 
means  of  resistance,  it  to  allowed,  are  generally 
tO'bddiacuaaed}  aod  it  would  be  aiavuge^  and. 
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I  pnisume,  without  example,  if  the  President 
should  instmot  oar  Ministers  to  take  a  part  in 
the  consoltation  of  the  means  of  resistance,  if 
it  was  Ms  intention  to  abstain  entirely  fnHn 
any  agreement  on  the  subject  He' has  con- 
veyed no  such  idea ;  he  merely  says,  it  wonld 
obviously  be  premature,  at  thu  time,  to  antici- 
pate that  which  is  offered  m«%ly  as  matter 
ibr  MnmUtaUtm,  With  rmrd  to  the  prindple 
of  oolauzatiai,  it  is  said,  that  if  it  be  deooed 
advisable  to  contract  any  conventional  oigage- 
Hient  on  this  topic,  our  viewa  would  extend  w> 
further  than  to  a  mutual  pledge  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact  to  maintain  the  principle.  In 
plioation  to  its  own  territory,  and  to  permit  no 
colonial  lodgements  or  establtohment  of  Euro- 
pean jurisdiction  upon  its  own  soil.  In  the 
Message  to  the  Senate  the  words  are,  '*  Each 
will  guard  by  its  own  means."  If  these  mutual 
l^edgee  would  not  impose  beneficial  obligatiooa, 
it  would  be  nugatory  to  enter  into  tham ;  tb» 
objeet  is,  to  make  e£foctual  the  aaeertkm  of  the 
piwoiple.  The  United  States  does  not  require 
mj  pfsto  to  Jprotect  its  own  wrfl ;  and  oan  it 
be  imuined  that  any  pledge  will  be  made,  if 
the  souuiwn  RepuUics  are  to  receive  no  ad  van* 
tage  frmn  it?  They  are  to  use  their  own 
means ;  I  presame  the  meaning  of  that  is,  if 
assistance  is  received,  it  to  some  time  to  be  re- 
munerated. The  Executive  views  on  the  sub- 
ject cannot  be  confined  to  a  voluntary  pennis- 
sion  of  European  cdonization :  for  no  means 
then  would  be  necessary,  as  no  redstanoe  would 
be  required.  The  views  of  Balazar  and  Obre- 
gon  are  explicit  on  the  subject ;  and  they  are 
nowhere  treated  otherwise  by  the  President. 
Au  alliance  of  such  a  mysterious  character  as 
the  Mesaue  exhibits,  would,  of  all  others,  be 
the  most  Ukely  to  oitangle  us.  The  RepnbUe 
would  expect  some  advantage,  and,  when  baf- 
fled, it  wonld  produce  irritation  and  cold  fl- 
ings. The  Preeidoit  is  too  much  ni  a  states- 
man to  ent«*  into  a  ocmventlon  which  would 
impose  no  oWgatioos  on  ^tfaer  the  partiesL 
And  the  reastms  why  he  to  not  more  par- 
ticular, are,  because  it  would  be  premature, 
as  the  subleets  are  to  be  under  ooosnltation, 
and  it  would  be  impcditio  in  him  to  disclose  bis 
whole  views.  There  to  enough  that  he  to  will- 
ing to  act  on  these  snbiJects ;  but,  to  use  his 
own  language,  to  concur  in  nothing  that  will 
import  bostaUty  to  finroM  or  jostly  exette  ro- 
seotment  bi  snyi^'thsStkbea.  ThiaaesiDsto 
satisfy  many  gmtlemeB.  I  will  not  oidlset  aU 
the  phrases  wnfeh  have  been  employed,  on  thto 
point,  by  lite  HinleterB  of  the  BepnUios  of 
South  Ameriea,  and  the  heads  of  oar  Govern- 
ment; they  are  in  substance  the  same,  bat 
dressed  in  different  language.  I  will  take 
those  expressed  by  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

The  amendment  does  not  preclude  the  treaty- 
making  power  tram  arguing  and  convindng  the 
Governments  of  South  America  of  the  impro- 
priety of  any  att«npt  to  liberate  from  Sp^n 
the  tolands  of  Porto  looo  and  Oabs.  Thetnalgr- 
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making  yower  is  left  free  to  discass  and  to 
dirert  them  from  this  snlgect,  if  it  lies  in  their 
power—And  even  to  enter  into  any  stipalatlon 
on  the  sabjeot,  wUdi  will  not  involve  os  in  anj 
alliance,  offensive  or  defen»ve.  Of  all  the  sub- 
jects that  can  be  acted  upon  in  the  Congresa, 
this  is  the  moat  interesting  and  delioate  one  to 
m.  Still,  according  to  oar  poUcy  we  cannot, 
and  ought  not,  to  bind  onrselvee,  bat  be  left  at 
Bber^  to  act  according  tooiroonutanoeB,  when 
any  aerioos  apprehensions  may  arise,  tiiat  any 
Enn^Man  power  ezoept  Spain  meditates  the 
design  of  poases^ng  the  sovereignty  of  these 
idaaas.  If  the  Repnblio  of  Mexico,  or  the 
United  South  Amerioaa  Stately  will  persist  in 
poasemng  UiaouelTes  of  the  soverngnty  of 
these  islands,  which  will  he  as  disadvantogeons 
to  OS  as  if  the  same  thing  was  effected  by  a 
Eoropean  Qovemment,  our  first  power  of  resist- 
anoa  inoEt  be  persoasion  and  advioe ;  the  next 
nnst  depend  npon  the  time  and  oircamstaooea. 
Would  Oongreas  now  pass  a  law  aathoriKing 
^  President  to  employ  the  foroes  of  the  nation 
againsfc  aaj  Enn^eaa  povw  who  durald  at- 
tempt to  take  the  sovaragnty  of  these  idands 
from  ^Hunf  KO)  they  would  not  It  would 
be  A  daring  pfdiqy ;  w»  pei^e  would  not 
pntve  of  it ;  Uiey  would  not  he  willing  to  pnt 
this  power  into  the  hands  of  their  own  Execu- 
tive^ but  would  prefer  to  be  free  to  act  accord- 
ing to  cirtnunstanoes  when  the  time  arrives. 
And  would  it  be  more  acceptable  to  them  to 
■ee  an  allianoe  with  the  Soathem  Bepnblios, 
either  (tensive  or  defensive,  by  which  the 
peaoe  of  the  nation  would  be  taken  pwtly  ont 
of  ODT  own  hands  and  committed  to  others  1 
The  answer  is  irresistibly  in  the  negative.  I 
will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  importance  of 
Cnba  to  this  aooatiy.  There  has  been  enough 
■ad  on  tiiia  head  by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Bir- 
OHABAV)  and  othcva.  Bnt  I  think  that  oar  true 
aod  d^Dified  p(dioj  oa^t  to  be  the  aame  with 
all  aoBcms ;  abd  that  we  ooght  to  intimate  to 
the  BOW  Statea  that  our  dearest  interests  will  not 
P«nut  us  to  kwjt  on  a  change  of  sovereignty 
of  thoee  islands,  by  any  oatiMi,  withindifferenee. 
The  faomvaUe  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr. 
LcmesTOs)  has  described  the  conse^aenees 
wUdi  would  flow  fnHn  certain  oonditiona  of 
the  laUnd  o(  Cuba,  la  a  manner  that  not  only 
exeited  his  own  feelings,  bnt  made  similar  im- 
preenoDS  on  all  who  heard  him.  Certain  oon- 
ditioBS  cf  die  island  of  Coba  might  encourage 
the  rising  of  the  blaoka  in  the  Simtfa  on  theor 
msstrra :  faty  atthoogh  I  do  not  ooodder  the 
dam  of  the  Sooth  as  pn^ierty  by  divine  right, 
ttor  «e  BO  treated  by  neoesdty  and  the  wasd- 
tatMA;  and  the  m<nra  I  see  and  become  acquaint- 
ed witii  Sonthem  g«iU«nen,  the  more  I  am 
eonvinoed  of  the  inatility  of  {H-opositions  from 
the  iMm-sIaveholding  States  on  the  subject  of 
emaodpation.  They  are  only  calculated  to 
produce  irritation,  widwat  the  prospect  of  ao- 
eomplishing  any  good.  Bnt  the  gentleman 
from  LoniiteBa  say^  however,  that  the  Admin- 
httatiun  wonld  not  permit  the  new  States  to 
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.carry  on  war  against  it  in  a  savage  and  ferocious 
manner,  by  putting  weapons  into  the  hands  oi 
the  blacks  to  massacre  the  white  population. 
But,  if  we  wait  nntil  these  horrors  are  witness- 
ed, I  fear  it  will  be  too  late  for  the  cause  of 
humanity,  as  the  white  population,  in  the  mean- 
while, will  chiefly  be  put  to  death.  Ouba  be- 
longs to  Spain^  and,  whenever  we  interfere  to 
support  ^>dn  m  retwning  it,  or  to  prevent  her 
from  transferring  it  to  another,  we  mast  break 
onr  neutrality ;  and  that  is  an  event  which  we 
should,  at  Uie  least,  ooatiniially  hold  in  anti<^ 
pation.  But  the  honorable  member  etajs,  that, 
on  this  snlgect,  we  will  not  be  aUe  to  discasB 
or  speak  at  the  Congress  at  Panama.  In  t^iis^ 
aooMding  to  my  conoeptlcni  <Nf  the  amendment^ 
he  is  mistaken.  It  is  the  design  of  the  amend- 
ment, if  its  principles  should  be  adopted  by  the 
Ezecutivev  to  leave  every  thing  open  to  free  and 
diaoosaion,  enept  an  alliance  offeodve  or 
defensive.  And,  if  there  should  be  any  doabt 
on  this  point,  the  words  of  the  amendmuit  can 
easily  be  enlarged.  My  collet^e  (Mr.  Wubts) 
ooi\]eetarea  that  the  new  States  m^r  have  been 
informed  by  onr  Government  tbot  the  xelatirat 
of  these  viands  shall  not  be  changed,  even  bf 
them.  This,  I  think,  would  be  amwBther  In- 
consistent with  the  reqaeet  made  to  Mr.  Salaasr 
that  the  mmOTed  expedition  by  them  agmnsfc 
these  islaiids  should  be  delayed  foralimitedtime^ 

In  adopting  a  system  of  souttiera  politics,  we 
should  observe  the  most  profound  caution; 
every  st^  we  take  is  new  and  nntried.  Sup- 
pose that  England  should,  establish  a  colony 
somewhere  near  Oape  Horn,  would  we  send 
troops,  or  md  in  money  ?  But  it  may  be  said 
this  is  not  within  ^e  meaniiu;  of  the  conven- 
tional agreement  contemplated  on  this  topio— 
it  is  only  to  mMntiun  the  prindple  in  i^mlio^ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  each,  to  Its  own  tenitorj. 
If  this  is  really  the  meaning,  U  is  tiw  most  jo- 
dicious  agreement  that  ooold  be  made  betwecA 
ns — that  is,  do  you  protect  yonr  own  soil,  and 
we  will  protect  ours,  each  with  our  own  means ; 
and  let  us  enter  into  the  best  commercial  ar- 
nmgements  in  our  power  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  geographical  advantages  of  the  two  ooon- 
tries.  We  will  suppose,  lagain,  that  England 
would  be  inclined  to  favw  the  Glovemmwit  of 
Brazil  in  the  existing  war  with  Bnenos  Ayre& 
and  should  interfere  to  partition  off  a  part  of 
the  country  belongiDg  to  the  latter,  and  annex 
it  to  the  Qovemment  of  Braxil.  This  would 
oome  within  the  meaning.  I  ask,  in  such  n 
event,  would  the  peoi^e  of  country  be  will- 
ing to  go  to  war  with  England  ?  I  think  I  may 
saroly  affirm  tibat  they  would  not  Tlien  why 
should  we  keep  up  the  idea  of  this  pledge,  ailer 
it  had  performed  its  office  ?  It  was  wise  and 
patriotic  when  made,  and  nobody  wishes  to  de- 
tract from  Fresident  Monroe  the  unfading  honor 
which  be  acquired  by  announcing  it  to  the 
world;  bnt  the  end  dedgned  is  now  aooom- 
plished  and  over. 

I  shall  make  no  effort  to  diminidi  the  wdght 
of  tiie  reasons  given  1^  the  Fteddent,  exeapft 

Digitized  by  Google 


JfiawaloJPtaBSBH. 


A3Bn)0MBNT  09  tTHB 


H:  or  R.] 

the  last :  I  cannot  pasa  that  over  nnnotioed^  as 
I  differ  so  essentially  in  opinion  with  him. 
General  Washington,  when  hviog,  was  the  fur- 
est  and  purest  model  ofpradence  and  firmneBS 
of  any  man  on  earth.  When  he  first  accepted 
the  command  of  the  army,  every  one  will  re- 
member hia  cautions  language :  "  Bnt,"  said  he, 
"  lest  some  nnlnohy  event  should  happen  ud- 
&vorable  to  mj  ohuaet«r  and  to  my  rq>atation, 
I  be^  it  may  be  remembered  by  every  graUe- 
man  m  this  room,  that  I  this  day  declare,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  do  not  tlunk  myself 
eqnal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with." 
AbA  this  was  the  cantions  and  pmdent  charac- 
ter he  maintuned  from  that  day  mitil  the  day 
of  his  death ;  he  stood  as  the  rock  of  oar  salva- 
tion in  many  a  trying  scene.  And  in  179S, 
when  the  wild  principles  of  French  liberty 
were  fest  disseminating  themselves  among  the 

Ktople,  whose  passions  had  been  ronsra  in 
vor  of  aiding  the  'Ereacii  who  had  foof^t  for 
tu ;  he  reroamed  at  the  helm  of  the  Gorem- 
meat  muhakMi,  and  issned  hia  proclamation  of 
neutrality,  which  pot  into  practice  the  speoifio 
oharaoter  of  the  ooimtry,  by  whieh  ib»  Tul&oa 
was  wved  from  a  war.  And,  on  his  retirement 
from  his  unprecedented  public  career,  he  left 
his  principles  of  policy  respecting  other  nations, 
as  a  legacy  to  nis  countey.  He  warned  ns 
against  the  danger  of  entangling  alliances ;  he 
spoke  of  Europe,  of  their  primary  interests,  and 
of  the  distance;  he  oonld  not  do  otherwise, 
these  being  facts.  But  it  is  not,  in  my  appre- 
hension, dedu<uble  from  this,  that  he  would 
have  recommended  entan^ng  alliances  with 
the  new  Bepnblios  on  our.  borders,  Just  after 
tb^  had  risen  into  existence.  He  warned  us 
■gidnst  alUanoes  with  the  oountriea  we  then 
had  intercourse  with;  and  the  danger  would 
be  as  grea^  if  not  greater,  to  form  alliances 
with  ooontnes  adjdning  ns.  I  am  exceedingly 
mistaken  in  the  character  of  General  Washing- 
ton, if  he  would  not,  on  such  an  oooa^on  as 
this,  have  had  an  agent  on  the  spot,  to  trans- 
mit intbrmation  to  be  dehberated  upon  at  home 
in  the  first  instance,  and  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  powers  of  this  Congress  and  the  mode 
of  its  oi^anization,  before  he  would  have  done 
any  act— he  would  not  have  gone  on  speoula- 
titm  and  experiments— I  think  he  wonm  have 
had  an  agent  thwe  before  this  tteie.  Let  the 
counsels  m  General  Washington  be  our  guide 
fai  this  important  crisis,  and  let  us  enter  into  no 
alliance,  offensive  or  defensive,  on  any  point, 
in  time  of  peace,  with  any  country.  But  the 
President's  observations  on  the  counsels  of 
Washington  prove  oondusively  what  I  have  be- 
fore affirmed,  that  there  is  a  willingness  on  the 
port  of  the  President  to  enter  into  these  al- 
liances. He  says,  I  cannot  overlook  the  reflec- 
tion, that  the  counsel  of  Washington,  in  that 
instance,  like  all  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  was 
founded  on  the  dnrnmBtancea,  in  which  oar 
eonntry,  and  the  world  around  as,  were  dtuatad 
atthetime  when  it  was  given.  The  Prendent 
then  ocHspares  our  dtwmon,  and  the  ciroum- 
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stances  of  that  lime,  with  those  frf  the  present 
dav;  and  thou  asked  what,  from  the  very  words 
of  Washington,  would  be  his  oonnsel  to  his  coun- 
trymen now.  Is  not  this  the  language  of  the 
President,  that,  under  the  ciroumstanoes  of  that 
day,  Washington  warned  us  agunst  uitangling 
allfances  with  the  powers  of  Europe  t  Bat, 
under  the  corcumatanoes  ci  ib»  present  day,  as 
respects  the  BepabUos  of  South  America,  bis 
advice  would  be  di&rmt  now  to  Us  oonntir* 
men  I  If  that  is  not  the  inference,  and  the  on- 
deniable  Inference,  .  I  should  doubt  my  own  ex- 
istence :  and  it  is  in  strict  accordance  with  his 
acceptance  of  the  invitatira  under  the  letters  of 
Salazar  and  Obregon,  where  they,  without  the 
least  disguise,  treated  the  alliancea  on  the  two 
points  as  not  being  inoonustent  with  the  nen- 
trality  of  this  country,  which  every  candid 
statesman  must  acknowledge  to  be  the  £sct ;  and 
it  is  also  coincident  with  the  otiier  part  of  hia 
Message,  which  I  have  already  had  the  tuxior 
of  r^iring  to ;  and  U  moreow  i^ipeara  to 
that  he  has  maoe  no  eSbit  to  conceal  his  aenti- 
ments.  Ibis  is  the  poritiui  on  which  I  stand, 
and  the  foundation  of  my  argument,  that  there 
is  a  willingness  on  the  "part  oC  the  Presidrat  to 
enter  into  alliances  with  the  Bepublics  of  South 
America  on  the  two  points  heretofore  alluded  to. 

Is  this  the  opinion  of  the  peo^e  of  this  coun- 
try t  Is  it  the  opinion  of  their  Representatives 
on  this  floor  t  If  it  is,  reject  the  amendment 
at  onoe.  But,  if  it  is  otherwise,  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  committee  will  see  the  pn^riety  of 
adopting  it,  to  arrest  this  policy  on  its  first 
pearance.  It  will  not  be  bmdhig  on  the  Exe^y. 
utive ;  but  he  will,  doubtless,  attend  to  it  with 
the  deepest  respect.  We  shontd  entor  into  no 
entangling  alliauces  with  these  new  BepaUic^ 
but  let  mem  eqjoy  onr  huaij  sympatues  and 
tiie  moral  inflaenoeof  oot  exan^le.  We  will 
r^frice  at  thdr  suooesses — they  are  our  sister 
Bq>nblics,  and  onr  n^hbors,  and  we  most 
have  immense  dealings  with  them.  Let  them 
see  ns  bn^^  in  the  improvement  of  onr  own 
county,  and  in  the  encouragement  of  the  various 
pursuits  of  man — ^let  them  see  our  march  of 
mind  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  our  general 
activity  and  industry — ^let  them  learn  that  we 
do  not  waste  onr  treasures  in  pomp  and  apUa- 
dor,  but  expend  them  for  the  prosper^  and 
hsppiness  of  the  people — and  let  tnem  know  that 
our  policy  is  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  preserved 
with  honor,  and  that  we  will  not  enter  into  en- 
tangling fiances  with  any  nation — end  let  them 
be  mformed  of  the  efi^  oi  our  pacific  policy ; 
how  it  has  converted  our  wUdemess  into  cul- 
tivated fields,  and  caused  the  building  of  nu- 
merous and  beautiful  cities ;  and  how  rapidly, 
under  the  auspices  of  our  free  institutions,  it 
has  increased  onr  population  and  national 
wealth.  The  influence  of  such  examples  will 
do  more  for  these  new  Bepublics  than  all  the 
swords  that  we  can  employ  in  their  bvor,  and 
all  the  alUanoes  that  we  can  make  with  mam, 
whidk,  in  the  end,  mi^  prove  dangmns  to 
both  countries. 
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■r.  F.  JoHBBOv  8^ :  The  trne  policy  of  our 
eomitrj  b  peaoe— onr  proper  ground  is  nen- 
tralltjr — and  I  am  as  nnwilliDg  to  depart  from 
either,  as  anj  one  here.  I  am  opp^ed  to  all 
alliances,  ofi^nsive  or  defennre,  and  to  all  en- 
tangling leagues  whatever.  I  am  for  my  ooon- 
trylwing  left  free,  and  to  aot  according  to  cir- 
onm stances,  to  pree^e  and  Tmi.iTit.Ain  its  rights 
and  its  interests. 

Oar  institations  are  Repnhlican ;  the  feelings, 
the  habita,  and  mannem,  of  the  people  of  uie 
United  States  are  essentially  Bepnblioan.  It  is 
hmaan  natore  to  be  partial  to  onraelTes,  onr 
&milie&  and  onr  Mends;  and  it  la  aooordiag 
to  the  dictates  of  the  same  nature  to  feel  a  par- 
HaStj  for  that  ooontry  and  liiat  peoi^e,  whose 
invitations  asmnilate  nearest  onr  own.  It  is 
human  natore  to  feel  and  sympathize  for  those 
who  hare  stm^led  against  and  overcome  the 
diffieolties  and  adversitiee  which  we  onrselTee 
hare  had  to  eucoonter ;  and  hence,  It  is  par- 
donable, and  even  praisewortiiy,  in  the  people 
of  this  countiT,  to  yield  their  best  wi^es  to  a 
pe(^e  who,  like  onr  ancestors,  have  brokra 
the  chains  of  tyranny,  and  trinn^hantly  achieved 
th«r  liberties. 

That  part  of  the  oontinent  of  Amoiea,  eon- 
qnered  and  etdraiaed  by  Spain  some  oratnries 
agOf  has  remained,  nntil  wiUiin  a  reoent  period, 
umoat  entirely  ooneealed  behind  the  veil  of 
Spanish  poHcy ;  its  extent,  its  popnlation,  and 
ita  resoaroes,  vere  but  partially  known,  and 
Httle  understood  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  All 
at  ooce,  as  it  wena,  thirty  millions  of  people 
presented  themselves,  contending  for  their  Ub- 
crties  against  tiiat  monan^y  which  had  so  long 
held  them  in  the  most  abject  vassalage.  They 
have  shown,  that  they  powessed  bravery  to 
obtain,  and  virtne  to  muntain  their  independ- 
enoe :  instead  of  Spanish  colonies,  they  present 
to  Ae  net  ot  the  hunan  fiandly  aeven  inde- 
peodemt  and  sorertign  BepabUcs.  And  when 
natlamen  Bi^>pose  we  fed  no  sympatiiy  for 
theae  B^nUicsy  their  snoposition  is  against 
natore,  and  against  fact.  These  Repoblics  look 
to  onr  institatioQs  as  the  model  for  their  own ; 
they  look  to  us  as  impartial  and  disinterested 
fneada^  who  desire  their  pros]perity  and  inde- 
pendeQoe,  and  as  willing  to  yield  them  any 
advice  or  oonnsel  which  our  experience  may 
afford.  If  they  cannot  look  to  as  as  trends  to 
ttueir  institntions,  to  whom  can  they  look  t  To 
foain,  to  fVanoe^  w  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns, 
wbo  an  lOaioiia  to  see  them  ratnm  to  their 
eolosual  bond^?  Vhere  is  the  BepnUioan 
Govemment  on  earth  with  which  tney  can 
freely,  ensept  it  is  onrat  Thronghall 
thdr  struggles,  they  nave  been  aooompanied  by 
oar  wishes  for  their  sacoess ;  they  have  shown 
the  atmost  friendship  for,  and  confidence  in, 
m;  they  hAve  achieved  their  independence,  and 
have  agreed  to  hold  a  council  to  consult  on, 
snd  to  aevise  the  best  means  to  preserve  and 
iierpetaate  the  liberties  tiiey  have  so  nobly 
von :  to  a^nst  important  regnlations  of  friend- 
1^  and  i«o«ii*u>r«if]  intercooEse  asu»g  them- 
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selves  and  with  other  natioia;  and  other  mat- 
ters, in  which  this  oonntry  la  also  deeply  inter- 
ested, are  to  be  disoossed  Mid  settled  there ;  and 
they  have  invited  us  to  attend  their  deliber^- 
tiona,  by  our  Ministers  or  agents.  They  are 
onr  neigbtwrs ;  and  who  will  im^ne  that  we 
are  not  deeply  interested  in  titeir  fixing  perma- 
nently and  flrmly  tiiur  Governments  on  the 
model  and  principles  of  onr  own,  and  of  laying 
a  sure  foundation  ot  perpetual  peace  f  And 
shall  we  refuse  the  friendly  invitation,  upon  so 
momentOQS  an  occauim,  in  the  final  residts  of 
which  onr  institutions,  onr  peace,  onr  conunerce, 
and  the  principles  of  liberty,  may  be  so  esseiH 
tially  and  vitally  affected  t 

Bnt,  it  is  said  we  ought  not  to  send  Minister^ 
for  fear  of  entangling  alliances.  What  groond, 
I  ask,  is  there  for  t£ese  fears  I  There  is  noth- 
ing  of  the  kind  to  be  found  in  the  documents 
or  correspondence.  But  the  letter  of  Ur.  Sala- 
zar  has  been  referred  to  as  conclunve,  in  which 
he  says,  "  if  it  be  proper,  an  eventual  allianoe 
may  be  formed."  And  in  what  ^irit  was  this 
expression  made  f  By  an  examination  of  the 
whole  correspondence  with  the  R^nblics  on 
the  subject,  it  will  be  found  that  those  Bntab- 
lics,  reposing  in  us  the  ntnunt  ocmfidenoe,  have 
intimated  a  wiUingnesa  to  be  guided,  in  a  good 
degree,  by  our  counsels,  in  drawing  doeer  to- 
gether tbe  bonds  of  friendship.  His  expntmon 
is,  "  if  it  be  not  Improper ;  "  showing  that  ha 
himself  donbted  the  policy,  bnt,  at  uie  same 
time,  was  wilUng  to  anbmit  tJie  salfjeot  to  con- 
sideration. 

In  all  the  invitations  to  this  meeting,  indndlog 
■  Ur.  Salazar's,  we  are  expressly  told  that  it  wiU 
not  be  expected  that  we  shall  take  any  stei^ 
or  enter  into  any  discnsnon  or  negotiation, 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  internet  our 
neutrality ;  that  they  desire  our  aid  in  discoas- 
ing  sn<ih  topics,  and  settling  anoh  matters  only 
as  are  of  an  interesting  nature  to  us,  and  snw 
as  are  of  common  interest  to  both  countries. 

Why  should  they  desire  an  alliance,  offensive 
or  defensive,  with  us  f  The  time  when  they 
needed  onr  assistance  is  gone  by.  In  the  time 
of  their  struggles  and  conflicts,  they  might  have 
imagined  an  alliance  useful  to  them.  Bat  now, 
when  not  an  enemy,  not  a  Spanish  bayonet,  is 
to  be  found  within  their  whole  oonntry ;  when 
the  Allies  of  Europe  have  abandoned  iJl  designs 
agunst  them ;  when  England  has  become  their 
friend— at  least  in  commercial  relations — what 
need  have  th^y  fbr  alliances,  except  among 
themsdvesf  Spain  ia  unaUe  to  renew  the 
war;  no  war,  in  ftct  ensts-^t  is  bnt  in  name. 
So  weak  and  powerless  is  the  Oovemmait  of 
Spain,  that  it  has  had  to  renew  its  wgagementa 
to  retain  the  French  troops  within  ita  torritoriAa, 
to  sustain  Ferdioand  on  the  throne. 

The  South  American  Bepnblics  need  no  alU- 
ances  with  ns ;  they  want  none ;  and  if  they 
did  I  should  be  unwilling  to  agree  to  it.  The 
President  has  expressly  told  ns  tnat  none  would 
be  contracted,  or  entered  into ;  and,  before  he 
would  accept  the  inritation,  he  teUa  as  that. 
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"  amongr  the  inqoiries  which  were  thought  en- 
titled to  confiiderBlion  before  the  detenninstion 
was  token  to  accept  the  invitatioii,  was  that, 
whether  the  raeasnre  might  not  have  some  ten- 
dency to  change  the  policy  hitherto  invariably 
pursued  by  the  United  States,  of  avoiding  sSl 
entangling  alUanoes,  and  all  unnecessary  for- 
^gn  connections."  Could  any  man  have  acted 
unQx  more  osation  than  the  FretAdent  has,  be- 
fore he  wonld  aooept  the  InvitatioD^  to  asoer- 
tain  whether  onr  aceeptance,  and  sm^nff  Uln- 
isters,  "  might  not  have  a  tendeiu^  to  change 
ear  policy  r '  And  yet  some  gentlemen  contend 
that  tliere  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  Z^esident 
intends  to  form  ^iwces.  Sir,  the  gentlemen 
In  the  opposition  have  placed  themselves  on 
ffifiBonlt  groond  to  be  maintained,  of  argaing 
agidnst  facts.  And,  if  the  facta  were  not  so 
faring  against  them,  yet,  in  sapport  of  their 
amendments,  they  womd  be  bonnd  at  least  to 
ahow,  that  the  Bepnblios  of  Sonfh  America 
wished  to  enter  into  snch  alliance,  and  that  the 
Frendent  intends  it ;  they  ought  to  ahow  both ; 
tiier  can  Aow  neitiier :  their  element  stands 
withoat  proof— opposed  by  the  interests  and 
trae  policy  of  both  countries,  and  to  the  decla- 
xadon  of  the  President. 

It  is  allraed,  that  one  language  has  been  held 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  another 
on  this  side,  in  regard  to  Onba ;  and,  by  the 
way,  I  sQppose,  of  adding  weight  to  the  charge, 
it  is  also  said  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Ifr.  Middleton,  which  contains  what  was 
said  over  the  water,  was  sent  to  the  Senate  and 
not  to  this  Honse.  Sir,  there  is  neither  Incon- 
riatency  nor  impropriety  in  the  langnage  osed- 
to  Hr.  jOddleton,  nor  in  withholding  that  pa- 
per from  Hub  Hoose.  Jn  the  commimlcatlon  to 
Mr.  Hiddletoi^  the  Beeretaij,  fai  urging  on  Bns- 
ria  the  neoessi^  and  importanoe  m  her  inter- 
fering yriHx  Spain  to  get  her  to  aoknowledge  the 
indepmdence  of  the  Bonthem  Se^ablies,  as  the 
mhr  means  Spain  had  of  reservmg  the  island 
<tf  Onba,  tells  Hr.  Uiddleton,  as  much  as  this 
Chfvermnent  desires  to  see  Onba  remain  in  the 
hands  of  Spain,  yet  the  President  does  not  see 
how  the  United  States  can  rightfully  interfere 
with  force  between  Spain  and  the  Republics,  to 
prevent  their  taking  it,  if  Spun  obstinately 
persists  in  protracting  the  war.  To  the  Gov- 
ernment 01  Mexico,  the  Secretary  says,  the 
Ui^ted  States  ore  unwilling  to  see  Onba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  requests  they  should  desist 
frmn  taking  it ;  but  he  did  not  add  that  the 
tinted  States  could  not  rightfully  interfere  with 
force  to  prevent  its  transfer ;  and  this  is  sub- 
stantially (for  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Secretary)  the  difference  com- 
l^ained  of^  and  so  much  dwelt  upon,  by  some 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition. 

The  object  of  the  negotiation,  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  was,  to  prevent  Cuba 
changing  masters,  and  to  bring  about  a  peace 
between  Spain  and  tiie  BepnbUos,  by  getting 
to  acknowledge  thdr  independence, 
was  in  dtnger  <a  hdog  taken  hj  Hex- 


Icq  and  Colombia.  Russia  was  apprised  of 
it,  and  told  we  could  not  use  force  to  pre- 
vent the  conquest ;  but,  if  ^pain  would  ao- 
knowledge  the  independence  of  the  Repabhcfl^ 
and  thereby  make  peace  with  them,  tnat  ^e 
would,  by  that  means,  be  able  to  hold  Cuba. 
This  view  of  the  subject.  It  was  hoped,  would 
induce  Russia  and  F»nce  to  interfere  and  pre- 
Tidl  on  Spain  to  do  so— in  order  to  sns^id 
the  enterprise  against  tbe  island — until  iae  re- 
sult of  the  nurotiation  should  be  known.  It 
was  Btii  to  Mexico  and  Colombia,  that  the 
Uidted  States  are  unwilling  to  see  Cuba  pass 
from  Spain,  and  we  desire  you  to  desist  from 
taking  it.  Suppose  the  Secretary  had  said  to 
Russia,  after  requesting  her  mediation  with 
Spain  on  the  subiect,  that  tiiis  Government  will 
not  permit  the  Republics  to  take  Cuba,  where 
would  have  been  the  inducement  to  Russia  to 
interfere,  or  for  Spain  to  yield  ?  Suppose  he 
bad  stud  to  Mexico,  that,  although  the  United 
States  do  not  wish  Cuba  to  pass  out  of  the 
hands  of  Spain,  yet,  if  you  choose  to  take  it  the 
Prerident  cannot  see  ai^  ground  i^tm  wnidi 
this  Government  can  intenere;  would  ihen 
have  been  any  inducement  for  them  to  have 
forborne  to  execute  the  enterprise  they  were 
preparing  against  Oubaf  yfhBi  ou^ht  to  have 
been  said?  Predsely  what  was  said — to  Rus- 
sia an  open  and  candid  view  of  the  policy  of 
this  Government  was  stated ;  and.  to  ^e  Re- 
publics, the  wish  of  this  country  in  regard  to 
Cuba  was  also  fairly  stated. 

But  the  opinion  that  we  could  not  rightfbUj 
interpose  with  force,  to  prevent  their  t&iug  i^ 
was  wiUiheld,  leaving  them  to  conjecture  as  to 
the  course  that  would  bepursued  in  case  they 
made  the  attnnpt.  The  Repnblics  want  peace; 
Spain  wants  to  retun  Cuba ;  and  Cuba  seems 
to  be  the  only  means  left  by  which  Spain  and 
the  R^ublics  can  be  broughl  to  terms.  The 
negotiation  has  been  ably  and  properly  conducb- 
.  ed,  upon  fair  and  just  principles,  and  the  onlj 
impropriety  I  can  see  in  the  whole  affair,  is  the 
publication  of  the  .letter  to  Mr.  Ifiddleton, 
pending  so  import^t  a  negotiation — a  thing 
\  altogether  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  our 
country.  If  the  Senate,  regardless  of  the  inter- 
ests of  our  country,  have  caused  that  letter  to 
be  published,  it  surely  con  form  no  ground  for 
the  enemies  of  the  mission  to  Panama,  to  charge 
improper  conduct  on  the  Presidrait  or  Secretfr> 
ry.  The  reasons  which  infinencedthe  Pred- 
dent  to  withhold  that  letter  frvra  lEhls  House 
must  be  obvious ;  the  Executive  knew  it  ought 
not  to  be  made  public  during  the  negotiation 
— ^it  accompanied  a  confidential  communication 
to  the  Senate.  In  the  resolution  of  this  Hoose 
he  was  told  that  it  was  not  desired  he  should 
send  us  any  thing  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  pub- 
lic interest  required  he  should  not  disclose.  The 
communication  to  this  House  was  understood 
as  intended  for  the  public  as  well  as  ourselves. 
He  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  sent  it  to  this 
House;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  he  is 
charged  on  this  floor  witti  great  improprie^ 
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far  wndtngihat  doeament  to  the  Senate,  vbere 
it  ms  expected  to  be  ke^  from  pabUo  view 
mtU  the  negotiatioii  was  ended,  and  for  not 
sending  it  to  this  Hooae  to  be  made  pablie.  Bir, 
if  he  had  done  as  the  gentlemen  complain  he 
did  not  do,  he  most  oertainly  woqW  have  done 
wrong — as  it  has,  he  has  done  right.  After 
the  poblieatioQ  of  this  dooamentby  the  Senate, 
if  the  Republics  of  the  South  do  not  take  Caba, 
it  will  be  altogether  oviiig  to  th^  fiiendship 
and  regard  to  the  wishes  and  interests  of  thn 
eoimby.  Beftm  it  was  poUlshBd  th^  ooaU 
net  know  but  we  woald<n^dQ7  ftme  to  |»«- 
Yeot  their  taking  it — now  tlwy  know  we  will 
not  interpose.  They  have  the  strongest  poed- 
bte  indnceiiMiita  to  take  it.  It  is  a  lioh  prize 
— but  it  ia  more :  it  aerm  Spain  as  a  rallying 
pmntfor  ofienave  operations  against  Hexioo, 
C<d(»nbia,  and  Oaatemala,  bang  aitoated  near 
to  each  of  these  Repnbiics.  And  so  long  as 
Spain  holds  that  island,  and  continues  the  war, 
each  ci  these  GoTemments  will  be  OGsnpellea 
to  keep  jm  a  foree  to  protect  thunselTes  from 
inrasion  frosn  it ;  a  force  in  each,  more  than 
eonqietaitto  snbdne  Onba.  K^limr  can  they 
tdl  at  -what  mosnent  aa  Inradon  .may  be  at- 
timirtad.  And  can  we  expect  lliat  they  will 
oontinne  to  endare  this  expense,  as  well  as  the 
coostaot  apwehenrion  of  mvasion,  merely  to 
ebfige  na  ?  Would  we,  placed  in  their  sitoation, 
Cgrbear  to  rid  onrselTes  of  sneh  an  expense  ana 
sneh  an  annoyance  t  And,  if  we  wonld  not^  can 
we  expect  it  from  others,  and  can  it  be  expect- 
ed that  we  ehoold  make  war  against  the  Bepnb- 
Kos  for  Spain  ?  We  do  not  want  the  island  of 
Caba :  it  is  contrary  to  our  policy,  to  oar  set- 
tied  {H-ineiplea,  and  oar  trae  interests,  to  have 
ecdo^es;  and  it  is  a-  p<^y  we  shall  adhere  to 
M>  kN^  as  we  dull  entertain  a  dne  aeue  of  our 
interests.  Ko,  rir,  we  do  not  want  Onba  nor 
Canada.  We  would  not  have  either  to-mor- 
row, if  tbej  were  t^xed  to  na.  We  have 
temtoiy  enongh  for  these  fif^  years  at  least; 
and  we  are  iuippj  and  proqwrons  under  ont 
present  poUey;  and  I  never  wish  to  see  it 
changed  m  Hut  respect. 

It  u  oar  interest  that  Cuba  shall  remain  as 
it  u.  I  deny  the  right  of  England  or  France, 
or  sny  European  power,  to  take  Oaba— it  is  no 
point  of  annoyance  to  them — ^it  does  not  lie 
oontigDOQs  to  them ;  and  our  interest  and  safety 
■dmcnish  us  it  ought  not  to  pass  into  the  hands 
of  mj  of  the  great  nkaritime  powers.  They 
■d^  be  disposed  to  bkwkade  the  lOssisrippt, 
or  ereate  a  system  of  monopoly  in  tiie  Island. 
It  would  be  a  coBvenient  pmnt  from  which  to 
make  invanons  oa  the  Smithem  States  of  oar 
Union ;  and  we  most,  therefinre,  take  care  it 
does  not  fall  into  such  hands,  peaceably  nor  for- 
cibly. Bat,  if  it  must  pass  from  Spain,  I  cannot 
say  wiUi  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hakiltos,)  that  I  would  rather  it  should 
go  into  the  hands  of  England.  No,  sir,  if  it 
must  pass  from  ^hud,  and  if  it  can  go  without 
a  rseoiTenoe  of  the  blood  and  oonfii^on  of  St. 
XhnbtgOf  1  bad  rather  itsbotild  paaa  into  Uw 


hands  ni  Ksztoo^  who  b  onr  nelghbw,  and  not 
our rivaL 
The  ^mie  a^onmed. 


Fbidjlt,  April  14. 
Mistion  to  Panama. 
The  Hooae  having  again  resumed  the  oonMd- 
eration  of  tiie  report  cS  the  Committee  of  For* 
«gn  BelationS)  approving  the  Mission  to  Pani^ 
mik  with  the  amendments  pn^tonng  a  qualU^ 
eatum  to  Uw  ganaral  aqvesnon  <tf  approlMttion 
theracrf— 

Jfr.WraszKS  addressed  fbe  oommitteeas  lid* 
lows: 

lb.  Chairman :  I  am  not  ambitious  of  ampli- 
fying this  discussion.  On  the  contrary,  it  It 
my  anzioas  wish  to  confine  the  debate,  so  far 
as  I  partake  in  it,  to  the  real  and  material  qae»> 
ttotu  before  us. 

Our  judgment  of  things  is  liable,  doubtlesa, 
to  be  affected  by  onr  opinions  of  men.  It 
would  be  affectation  in  me,  or  in  any  one,  to 
claim  an  exemption  from  this  posnbility  of 
bias.  I  can  say,  however,  that  it  has  been  my 
nnoere  pmpose  to  omisider  and  dismiss  tha 
in-esent  sulgeot  with  the  sini^e  view  of  finding 
out  what  duty  it  devolves  upon  me,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.  If  any 
thing  has  diverted  me  from  that  sole  aim,  it  has 
been  agmnst  my  intention. 

I  think,  sir,  tiiat  there  are  two  questions,  and 
two  only  for  our  detasion.  The  first  is,  wheth- 
ex  the  House  of  Bepresentstives  will  assume  the 
responubility  of  withholding  the  ordinary  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  an  Execu- 
tive measure,  which  the  Executive  Department 
has  oonstitationaUy  institoted?  The  second, 
whether,  if  it  will  not  wltiihold  the  appropria- 
tion, it  will  ^et  take  tlsB  responsibility  ctf  inter- 
powi^  with  its  own  opinimsj  directions,  <w  in- 
stanctions,  aa  to  the  manner  m  wUoh  this  par- 
ticular Executive  measure  shall  be  ocmduotedf 

I  am,  certainly,  in  the  n^ative,  on  both  these 
propositions ;  I  am  neither  wUliog  to  refuse  the 
appropriaticm,  nor  am  I  willing  to  limit  or  re- 
strain the  diseretion  of  the  Executive  before* 
hand,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  per- 
form its  own  appropriate  constitutional  duties. 
And,  rir,  those  of  us  who  hold  these  opinions 
have  the  advantage  of  being  on  the  common 
hi^way  of  our  national  politics.  We  propose 
nothing  new ;  we  suggest  no  change ;  we  ad- 
hsre  to  the  uniform  practioe  at  the  Goveramentf 
as  I  nndwstand  it,  from  ita  origin.  It  is  for 
tiiose,  on  the  othor  hand,  who  are  in  &vw  Ot 
either  or  both  ot  the  proporitions,  to  show  us 
the  cogent  reasons  which  recommend  their 
adoption.  The  duty  is  on  them  to  satisfy  the 
House  and  the  coontry  that  there  is  something 
in  the  present  occaaion  which  calls  for  such  an 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  interference. 

The  President  and  Senate  have  institoted  a 
public  misnon,  for  ^e  purpose  of  treating  with 
foreign  States.  The  constitution  gives  to  tiie 
Freudent  the  power  of  qipointing,  with  tha 
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eonsent  of  the  Senate,  AmbassadorB,  and  oth- 
er pnblio  Ministers.  8aoh  appointment  ia, 
therefore,  a  clear  and  unqnestSonable  exer- 
cise of  Exeontive  power.  It  is,  indeed,  leas 
connected  with  the  appropriate  daties  of  this 
Honse  than  ahnost  any  other  Execntive  act,  be- 
cause the  office  of  a  public  MiniBter  is  not  crea- 
ted by  any  atatnte  or  lav  of  our  own  Gorern- 
Dieat.  It  eziatfl  under  the  law  of  nations,  and 
is  recognized  as  exis^iff  by  our  ocMOStitation. 
The  acts  of  Congress,  indeed,  limit  the  salaries 
of  pablio  Mmisters ;  bnt  they  do  no  more.  Ev- 
ery thing  else  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
pnblio  Ministers,  their  numbers,  the  time  of 
their  appointment,  and  the  negotiations  con- 
templated in  such  appointmenti^  is  matter  for 
Executive  discretion.  Every  new  wpointment 
to  supply  vacancies  in  extstiE^  mis^ons.  is  un- 
der the  same  authority.  Iliere  are,  indeed, 
vhat  wo  otmmunily  term  atau^g  mi8d<»u,  so 
known  in  the  praotioe  of  the  GoTermnent,  bnt 
they  are  not  made  bo  by  any  law.  All  nus- 
liona  rest  on  the  same  ground.  Now  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  President  and  Senate,  nav- 
ing  created  this  misdon,  or,  in  other  words, 
having  appointed  the  Ministers,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  nndoabted  constitutional  power,  this 
House  will  take  upon  itself  the  resptMinbility  of 
defeating  its  objects,  and  rendering  tids  exer- 
cise of  ^ecutive  irower  void? 

By  voting  the  salaries  in  the  ordinary  way, 
we  assume,  as  it  seems  to  me,  no  renwnnbility 
whatever.  We  merely  empower  anotner  brantdi 
of  Qie  Government  to  disdia^  its  own  ^pro- 
jffiate  duties,  in  that  mode  which  seems  to  it- 
gelf  most  ocmdndve  to  tJte  pnUic  interests.  We 
are,  by  so  voluiff,  no  more  responsible  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  negotiation  shall  be  con- 
ducted, tiian  we  are  for  the  manner  in  which 
one  of  the  Heads  of  Departments  may  discharge 
tiie  duties  of  his  office. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  withhold  the  ordi- 
nary means,  we  do  not  incur  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility. We  interfere,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  Government  according 
to  constitutional  forms  and  provisions.  It  ought 
constantly  to  be  remembered  that  our  whole 
power,  in  the  case^  is  merely  inoidentaL  It  is 
only  because  public  Ministers  mast  have  aala- 
ries,  like  other  officers,  and  because  no  salaries 
can  be  ptid,  but  by  our  vote,  that  the  salgect  is 
referred  to  us  lU;  idl.  The  constitution  vests  the 
power  of  i^pointment  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate ;  the  law  ^ves  to  the  Preaidrat  even  the 
power  <rf  fixing  the  amoant  of  salary,  within 
certain  limits ;  and  the  only  question  here  is 
upon  the  appropriation.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  have  the  power,  if  we  see  fit  to  exer- 
cise it,  to  break  up  the  mission,  by  withholding 
the  salaries ;  we  have  power  also  to  break  up  the 
court,  by  withholding  the  salaries  of  the  Judges, 
or  to  break  up  the  office  of  President,  by  witb- 
hcdding  the  salary  provided  for  it  by  law.  All 
these  uiings,  it  is  true,  we  have  the  power  to  do, 
loncewehMdthekeysoftheTreasnry.  But, then, 
oitt  we  rigbtfnUy  exercise  this  powert  Tb* 


gentiemanfrom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BuoBAiTAir,) 
with  whom  I  have  great  pleasure  in  concurring 
on  this  part  of  the  case,  while  I  regret  that  I  differ 
with  hmi  on  others,  has  placed  this  question  in 
a  point  of  view  which  cannot  be  improved. 
These  officers  do,  indeed,  already  exist.  Tb^ 
are  public  Ministers.  If  they  were  to  nego^ 
ate  s  tresty,  and  the  Senate  should  ratify  it,  it 
would  become  a  law  of  the  land,  whether  we 
voted  their  salaries  or  not.  This  shows  that 
the  constitution  never  contemplated  that  the 
House  of  Bepresoitatives  Bhoald  act  a  part  in 
originating  negotiations  or  concluding  treaties. 

r  know,  nr,  it  is  a  useless  labor  to  discuss  the 
kind  of  power  which  this  Honse  incidentally 
holds  in  these  oases.  Men  will  differ  in  that 
particular;  and,  as  the  forms  of  public  hoA- 
nesB  and  of  the  constitution  are  such  that  the 
power  may  be  exenused  by  this  House,  there 
will  always  be  srane^  or  alwm  mi^  be  sran^ 
who  fed  incUned  to  ezeroise  it.  For  raysd^  I 
feel  bound  not  to  step  out  of  my  own  sphera^ 
and  neither  to  exercise  nor  control  any  Mthor- 
it^  of  which  the  constitatitm  haa  intended  to 
lodge  the  free  and  nnoonstn^ed  exercise  in 
other  bands.  Oases  of  extreme  necessity,  in 
which  a  regard  for  public  safety  is  to  be  the  su- 
preme law,  or  rather  to  take  place  of  all  law, 
must  be  allowed  to  provide  for  themselves  when 
they  arise.  Keasoning  from  such  possible  cases 
will  shed  no  light  on  the  goieral  path  oi  our 
constitutional  duty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  onr  fortune  to  be  called 
,  iqtott  to  act  our  |Mrt,  as  pablio  men^  a  most 
ii^erestjng  am  in  human  affitirs.  The  short 
period  (tf  your  tife,  and  of  mine,  has  been  thidc 
and  crowded  with  the  most  important  eventSb 
Not  (»]y  new  interests  and  new  relaticms  hara 
sprung  up  among  States,  bnt  new  societies,  new 
nations,  and  families  of  nations,  have  risen  to 
take  their  places,  and  perform  their  parts,  in 
the  order  and  the  intercourse  of  the  world. 
Every  man,  aspiring  to  the  character  of  a 
statesman,  must  endeavor  to  oilarge  his  views 
to  meet  this  new  state  of  things.  He  must  aim 
at  adequate  comprehention,  and,  instead  of 
being  satisfied  with  that  narrow  political  aa- 
gadty,  which,  like  the  power  ct  minute  vidmi, 
sees  small  things  accurately,  bat  can  see  noth- 
ing else,  he  must  look  to  the  fti  horiaon,  and 
embrace,  in  his  broad  surr^,  whatevw  the 
series  of  recent  evoits  has  wongbt  into  eon- 
neotion,  near  or  remote,  with  the  oountty- 
whoee  bitwest  he  studies  to  aerve.  We  have 
seen  ^ht  States,  formed  out  odonies  <m  our 
own  continent,  assume  the  rank  of  nations. 

This  is  a  mighty  revolution ;  and,  when  wo 
consider  what  an  extent  of  the  sur&ce  of  the 
globe  they  cover ;  through  what  climates  tbey 
extend ;  what  population  they  contain,  and 
what  new  impulses  they  must  derive  from  this 
change  of  Government,  we  cannot  but  perceiva 
that  great  effects  are  likely  to  be  prodnoed  on 
the  intoroonne  and  the  interests  of  the  dvil- 
ized  world.  Indeed,  it  has  been  forcibly  said, 
bgr  the  intelligent  and  distingniaheJ  statsiman 
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who  eoodnets  die  fbragn  relatioiu  of  Endand, 
that  when  we  now  E^eak  of  Europe  and  the 
worid,  we  mean  Earope  and  ^merics;  and 
that  the  different  Byateans  of  these  two  porticms 
of  the  globe,  and  their  several  and  various  in- 
terests, mast  be  thorooghlj  studied  and  nioely 
balanced  by  the  statesmen  of  the  times. 

bx  manj  respects,  sir,  the  European  and  the 
American  nations  are  alike.  Thej  are  alike 
Cliristian  Statu,  civilized  States,  and  oonuner- 
dal  States.  Tbcy  have  access  to  the  same 
common  fountains  intelligenoe ;  they  all 
draw  horn  those  sonroes  whidi  belong  to  the 
whole  civiUzed  world.  In  knowledge  and  let- 
ters, in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  ttaj  differ 
in  de^^es ;  bat  thej  bear,  nevertheless,  a  gen- 
eral resemblance.  On  tiie  otitier  hand,  in  mat- 
ters of  government  and  social  institntions,  the 
nations  on  this  continent  are  fonnded  npon 
principles  which  never  did  prevail,  in  consider- 
able extent,  either  at  any  other  time,  or  in  any 
other  place.  There  has  never  been  presented 
to  the  mind  of  man  a  more  interestii^  sabject 
«f  contemplation  tium  the  estahlishmeot  of  so 
maov  nations  in  America,  partaking  in  the  civ- 
ilization and  in  iha  arts  of  the  Old  W(nid,  bnt 
having  left  behind  them  those  onmbroos  insti- 
tatiops  which  had  th^  orinn  in  a  dark  and 
ndlitarj  age.  Whataoerer  European  experi- 
ence has  developed,  favorable  to  the  f^^eedom 
and  the  happiness  of  man ;  whatsoever  Euro- 
pean genius  has  invented  for  his  improvemoit 
or  gr^ification ;  whatsoever  of  refinement  or 
p<dish  the  ooltare  of  Eoropean  society  presents 
for  his  adoption  or  eiyoyment — all  this  is 
offered  to  man  in  America,  with  the  additional 
advantages  of  the  fall  power  of  erecting  forms 
of  Government  on  f^e  and  simple  principles, 
without  overtoming  institutions  anited  to  times 
lan^  passed,  but  too  strongly  supported  either 
hjr  interests  at  prejp^oes  to  be  shaken  with- 
out eouvuUons.  This  nnpreoedented  state  of 
tlunga  presents  the  happiest  of  all  oooasions  for 
an  attempt  to  eetabflah  natitmal  intercoorse 
upon  improved  principles— upon  principles  tend- 
ing to  peace,  and  the  mutaal  prosperity  of  na- 
tions. In  this  respect,  America,  the  whole  of 
America,  has  a  new  career  before  her.  If  we 
look  back  OD  the  history  of  Earope,  we  see 
how  great  a  portion  of  the  last  two  centuries 
her  States  have  been  at  war  for  interests  con- 
nected mainly  with  her  feudal  monarchies; 
wars  frar  particular  dynasties ;  wars  t9  snpport 
or  defeat  particular  successions ;  wars  to  en- 
large or  cnrtail  the  dominions  of  particnlar 
crowns;  wars  to  snpport  or  disscdTO  fuoily 
dlianees ;  wars,  in  fine,  to  snpport  or  to  retiat 
religions  intolerance.  What  long  and  bloody 
«liaptera  do  these  not  fill,  in  the  history  of  En- 
r^Kan  politics  I  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
dMS  not  rejfHce  to  secy  that  America  has  a  glo- 
rious chance  of  escaping  at  least  these  causes 
oi  contention  ?  Who  does  not  see,  and  who 
does  not  rejoice  to  see,  that  on  this  continent, 
under  other  forms  of  Government,  we  have 
bdore  as  the  noUe  hope     being  al^  by  the 


161 


tH.  ov  A. 

mere  inflnenoe  of  dvil  liberty  and  religions 
toleration,  to  dry  ap  these  ont^wnring  fountains 
of  blood,  and  to  extinguish  tJiese  conBoming 
fires  of  war )  The  general  opinion  of  the  age 
favors  snob  hopes  and  snch  prospects.  There 
is  a  growing  dispoffltaon  to  tr^tthe  intercourse 
of  nations  more  like  the  usefol  intercourse  or 
Mends — phUosophy,  just  views  of  national  ad- 
vantage, ^ood  sense,  and  the  dictates  of  camr 
mon  religuMi,  and  an  inoreashiff  umviction  that 
war  is  not  tlw  interest  of  the  human  raos — all 
concur  to  inorease  the  interest  created  by  tins 
new  aoosBsicHi  to  the  list  of  nadons. 

We  have  heard  it  sud,  rir,  that  the  topic  of 
South  Jjnerioan  independ^ice  is  worn  out,  and 
threadbare.  Such  it  may  be,  sir,  to  those  who 
have  oraitemplated  it  merely  as  an  article  of 
newsj  like  the  fiaotaation  of  the  markets,  or 
the  nse  and  fitll  of  stocks.  Such  it  may  be,  to 
those  minds  who  can  see  no  consequences  fol- 
lowing from  these  great  events.  But,  whoever 
has  either  understood  their  present  importance, 
or  can  at  all  estimate  their  future  inflneuco— 
wboe^r  has  reflected  on  the  new  relations 
they  introduce  with  other  States— whoever, 
among  onrsdves  espedally,  has  meditated  on 
the  new  relations  vnioh  we  now  bear  to  than, 
and  the  striking  attitude  in  whidi  we  onrsdvea 
are  nbw  plaoed,  as  the  ddest  of  the  Amoloan 
nations,  will  feel  that  the  topic  can  never  be 
without  interest;  and  will  oe  sensible  that, 
whether  we  are  wise  enongh  to  perceive  it  or 
not,  the  establishment  of  Sonth  American  ^- 
dependence  will  affbct  all  nations,  and  our- 
selves, perhaps,  more  than  anj  oth^,  throuf^ 
all  coming  time. 

But,  sir,  although  the  independence  of  these 
new  States  seems  effeotoally  accomplished,  yet 
a  lingering  and  hcmeless  war  is  kept  up  a^inst 
Uiem  by  Sptdn.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
by  all  nat^ma.  To  ^>ain  it  i&  as  every  reason- 
able man  sees,  useless,  and  without  hope.  To 
the  new  States  themselves,  it  is  burdenscnne 
and  afflictive.  To  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations,  it  is  annoying  and  vexatious.  There 
seems  t^  be  something  of  the  perttnaci^  of  the 
Spanish  character  in  holding  on  in  such  a  des* 
perate  course.  It  reminds  us  of  the  seventy 
years  during  which  Spain  rensted  the  inde- 
pendence of  Holland.  I  think,  however,  that 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  war 
approaches  to  its  end.  I  believe  that  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  oar  own  Government  have  had 
an  effect  in  tending  to  produce  that  result.  I  un- 
derstand, at  least,  that  the  question  oi  recog- 
nition has  been  taken  into  connderation  by  tm 
ftianish  Government;  and  it  may  he  hoped 
tnat  a  war,  which  Spain  finds  to  be  so  expen- 
sive, which  the  whole  world  tells  her  is  so 
hopeless,  and  which,  if  continued,  now  threat- 
ens her  with  new  dangers,  she  may^  ere  loog, 
have  tiie  prudence  to  terminate. 

Oar  own  course,  during  this  contest  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  is  well  known.  Thoogb 
entirely  and  strictly  neutral,  we  were  in  favor 
of  ear^  recognition.  Onr  opinitms  were  w«U 
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known  to  the  AlHed  SovereignB  when  in  Oon- 
gresB  at  Aiz-la-Ohapelle,  in  1818,  at  vhioh 
time  the  afiain  of  Spain  and  her  colonies  were 
under  oonsideratioa;  and,  probably,  the  knowl- 
edge of  those  sentiments,  together  with  the 
poliej  adopted  by  England,  prevented  any  in- 
terference by  other  powers  at  that  time.  Yet 
we  have  treated  Bpain  with  flcrapulona  delica- 
or.  We  acted  on  the  oase  as  one  of  ^tU  -var. 
We  treated  with  the  new  Govemments  as  Oov- 
muneotB  ds  facto.  Not  qoestioning  the  right 
of  Spain  to  ooeroe  them  back  to  their  old  oW 
dienoe,  if  ahe  had  the  power,  we  yet  held  it  to 
Im  oar  right  to  deal  with  them  as  with  existing 
Qovemment8  in  fact,  when  the  moment  amved 
ct  which  it  became  apparent  and  manifest  that 
the  dominion  of  Spain  over  these  her  an(dent 
ooltmiea,  was  at  an  end.  Onr  right,  onr  inter- 
eat,  and  our  duty,  all  ocmoiured  at  that  moment 
to  recommend  reoc^piition — and  we  did  re- 
oognize. 

it  is  asked,  we  send  Uinisters  to  a  Oon- 
{^«B8,  composed  alt<^ther  of  belligerents,  is  it 
not  a  breach  of  neutrality?  Certainly  not: 
no  man  oaa  aaj  it  b.  Soppose,  sir,  that  these 
IDnisters  from  the  new  States,  instead  of  Pan- 
ama, were  to  assemble  at  Bogota,  where  we 
already  have  a  Minister ;  their  ooondls,  at  that 
place,  might  be  belligerent,  while  me  war 
should  la^  with  fip^.  But  should  we,  on 
tiiat  aoooont,  recall  onr  Minister  from  Bc^tat 
The  whole  ai^mnent  rests  on  this;  that  be- 
eaose,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  agents 
of  the  South  American  Governments  may  ne- 
gotiate about  their  own  relations  with  eatdi 
other,  in  re^vd  to  their  common  war  against 
^;>dn,  therraore  we  cannot,  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  n^^otiate  with  them,  or  any  of 
tiuiiif  np<m  onr  own  neutaid  and  commercial 
Tcdaiiona.  This  proposition,  ^  cannot  be 
maintained:  and,  therefore,  all  the  inferenoee 
frtHuitfUl. 

But,  sir,  I  see  no  proof  that,  as  between 
tiiemselvea,  tlie  R^resentatives  of  the  South 
American  States  are  to  possess  other  than 
diplomatic  powers.  I  refer  to  the  treaties, 
vnich  are  essentially  alike,  and  which  have 
been  often  read. 

With  two  exceptions,  which  I  will  notice, 
fhe  artides  of  these  treaties,  destoibing  the 
powers  of  the  Congress,  are  substantially  like 
those  in  the  treaty  Paris,  in  1814^  providing 
fbr  tihe  Oon«eas  of  y ienna.  It  was  tii^  stipu- 
lated that  all  the  powers  should  send  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Vienna,  to  regulate,  in  general  Con- 
gress, the  arrangements  to  complete  the  provi- 
sions  of  tiie  present  treaty.  Now,  it  might 
have  been  here  asked,  how  regvlate  t  How  reg- 
ulate in  general  Oongress  I — regulate  by  votes! 
Sir,  nobody  asked  such  questions ;  simply  be- 
cause it  was  to  be  a  Congress  of  Plenmoten- 
tiaries.  The  two  exceptions  which  i  have 
mentioned,  are,  that  this  Congress  is  to  act  as 
s  Council,  and  to  interpret  treaties;  but  there 
Is  nothing,  in  either  of  these,  to  be  done,  which 
tttjr  not  be  done  diplomatioally.    What  is 


more  common  than  diplomatic  intercourse  to 
explain  and  to  interpret  treaties?  Or  what 
more  freqnent^han  that  nations,  having  a  com- 
mon olfject,  interchange  mutual  counsels  and 
advice,  through  the  mMium  of  their  respective 
Ministers?  To  bring  this  matter,  sir,  to  iha 
test,  let  me  ask,  when  these  Ministers  assemble 
at  Panama,  can  they  do  any  thing  but  accord* 
ing  to  their  instmctiraiBt  Have  they  any  ot- 
ganization,  any  pow«r  of  action,  or  any  r^e  of 
aoticHi,  oomnum  to  them  all !  No  more,  isr, 
than  the  reiMdiTe  lOnlstws  at  the  Oongresa 
of  Vienna.  Every  thing  is  settied  by  the  use 
of  the  word  Plenipotentiary.  That  proves  the 
meeting  to  be  ^plomatic,  and  nothing  else. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  Plenipotratiary  member  of 
the  Legidature  ? — a  Plenipotentiary  burgess  of 
a  city  ? — or  a  Plenipotentiary  knight  of  the  shire  f 

We  may  dismiss  all  fears,  rir,  ariang  from 
the  nature  of  this  meeting.  Our  agents  will  go 
there,  if  they  go  at  all,  in  the  character  of 
Miidstera^  protected  by  the  public  law,  nego- 
tiating only  for  ourselves,  ana  not  o^ed  on  to 
violate  any  neutral  duty  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment If  it  be  so,  Uiat  this  meeting  has  other 
powers,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  other  arranganenta 
iietween  other  States— of  which  I  see  no 
proof— still  we  are  not  party  to  these  arrange- 
ments, nor  can  be,  in  any  way,  affected 
than.  As  far  as  this  Govmrnient  is  oml- 
oemed,  nothing  can  be  drate,  bnt  by  negotia- 
tion, as  in  other  cases. 

I  must  now  ask  the  Indolgenoe  of  the  com- 
mittee to  an  important  point  in  the  discussion 
— I  mean  the  declaration  of  the  President  in 
1828.  Not  only  as  a  member  of  the  Hoiise, 
but  as  a  dtizcn  of  the  eountiy,  I  have  an  anx- 
ious dedre  that  tiiis  part  of  onr  public  history 
should  stand  in  its  proper  light  Sir,  in  mj 
Judgment,  the  oonntiy  has  a  very  high  honor, 
connected  with  that  ooonrrenoe,  which  we  maj 
nuontain,  or  which  we  may  sauifioe.  I  \oak 
upon  it  as  a  part  of  Its  treasures  of  reputaticm ; 
and,  for  one,  I  intend  to  guard  it 

Sir,  let  us  recur  to  the  important  political 
events  which  led  to  that  declaration,  or  aooom- 
panied  it  In  the  fall  of  1822,  the  allied  sov- 
ereigns held  their  Congress  at  Verona.  The 
great  subject  of  consideration  was  the  condi- 
tion of  Spun,  that  country  then  being  under 
the  government  of  the  Cortes.  The  question 
was,  whether  Ferdinand  should  be  remstated 
in  all  his  anthmity,  by  the  intervention  of  fbr- 
eign  force.  Bnada,  Fnssla,  IHnce,  and  Ans- 
tna,  were  Inclined  to  that  measure;  England 
disB^ted  and  protested;  bnt  the  course  waa 
agreed  on,  and  Prance,  witJi  the  crasent  of 
tiiese  other  continental  powers,  took  the  cmi- 
duct  of  the  operation  into  her  own  hands.  In 
the  spring  of  1628,  a  French  army  was  sent 
into  Sp^n.  Its  success  was  complete.  The 
popular  Government  was  overthrown,  and  Fer- 
dinand re-established  in  all  his  power.  This  in- 
vasion, rir,  was  determined  on,  and  undertaken, 
precisely  on  the  doctrines  which  the  alliea 
monarons  had  proclaimed  the  year  beliore  at 
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lajbach  ;  and  that  Ii,  that  they  had  a  right  to 
ioterfere  in  the  concerns  of  anoth«*  State^  and 
reform  its  GrOTemment,  in  order  to  Dreveat  the 
effects  of  its  bad  example :  this  bad  example, 
be  it  remembered,  always  being  the  example  of 
free  Goreromeot.  Now,  sir,  acting  on  this  pria- 
dple  of  supposed  dangerooa  example,  and  nav- 
ing  put  down  the  example  of  the  Cortes  in 
8(»in,  it  was  natnral  to  inquire  with  what  eyes 
tiiey  would  look  on  the  colonus  of  Spain,  that 
mn  following  stiU  wone  esami^  Woold 
Fw^Unaiu  and  his  alUes  be  content  with 
what  had  been  done  in  l^iin  itsd:^  or  wonld 
he  solicit  th^  aid,  and  was  it  lik^  they 
would  grant  it,  to  snbdae  his  rebellions  Amen- 
ean  provinces  t 

Sir,  it  was  ia  this  poetore  of  affaire,  on  an 
occasion  which  has  already  been  allnded  to, 
that  I  ventured  to  say,  early  in  the  session  of 
December,  182S,  that  these  allied  monarohs 
might  probably  torn  their  attentipn  to  Ameri- 
ca; that  America  came  within  their  avowed 
doctrine,  and  tliat  her  example  mi^t  very  poB- 
ribly  attract  their  notice.  The  doctrines  of 
Laybach  were  not  limited  to  any  continent; 
Spain  had  colonies  in  America,  and,  having  re- 
formed Spain  herseUl  to  the  tnie  standard,  it 
vn  not  impossible  uiat  they  mi«^t  see  fit  to 
oonplete  the  wort,  by  recon<^rng,  In  their 
way,  the  oolcmies  to  the  mother  country. 
Now,  mr,  it  did  so  happen,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Spanish  king  was  completely  re-established,  he 
did  invite  uie  co-operation  of  his  allies  in  re- 
nrd  to  South  America.  In  the  same  month  of 
December,  1823,  a  formal  invitation  was  ad- 
dressed, by  Spun,  to  the  courts  of  St.  Peters- 
burg Yioma,  Berlin,  and  Paris,  proposing  to 
establish  a  conference  at  Paris,  in  order  tiiat 
the  Plenipotentiaries,  there  assmbled,  might 
aid  Spain  m  a^usting  the  affurs  of  her  revolt- 
ed provinoes.  These  afl&irs  were  pracKwed  to 
be  aAjnsted  in  soch  manner  as  ahoold  n^ain 
flw  sovereignty  of  Spun  over  them ;  and, 
though  the  co-op«^on  of  the  allies,  by  force 

arms,  was  not  directly  solicited,  such  was 
er^ntly  the  oMect  aimed  at. 

The  King  of  Bpiun,  in  making*  this  request  to 
tiie  members  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  argued  as 
it  has  been  seen  he  might  argue.  He  quoted 
tbeir  own  docbinea  of  Laybach,  and  he  pointed 
out  the  pemicioQs  example  of  America ;  and 
be  reminded  them  that  their  success  in  Spain 
itseL^  bad  paved  the  way  for  snocesstid  opera- 
tions ag^nst  the  Q^rit  al  liberty  cm  this  side 
the  Atlantic. 

The  proposed  meeting  however,  did  not  take 
^aoe.  En^and  had  uready  taken  a  decided 
course :  for,  as  early  as  October,  Hr.  Canning, 
in  a  conference  with  the  French  Minister  in 
London,  informed  him,  distinctly  and  express- 
ly, that  England  would  consider  any  foreign 
interferenoe,  by  force  or  menace,  in  the  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  the  colonies,  as  a  mo- 
tive for  reoognizing  the  latter  without  delay. 

It  is  probable  this  determination  of  the 
Xni^idi  Oovemment  was  known  lua&  at  the 
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oommenconent  of  the  sesdon  of  Congress; 
and  it^was  under  these  circumstances,  it  wsa 
in  this  crisis,  ^at  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration 
was  made.  It  was  not  than  ascertuned  wheth- 
er a  meeting  of  the  allies  would,  or  wonld  not, 
take  place,  to  ooncert  with  Spain  the  means  ox 
re-establishing  her  power;  but  it  was  plain 
enough  they  would  oe  pressed  by  Spain  to  aid 
her  operations ;  and  it  was  plain  enough,  als<^ 
th^  they  had  no  particlnar  liking  to  woat  was 
taking  tuaoe  on  this  ride  the  Atlantie,  nor  any 
great  dundination  to  interfere.  This  was  the 
posture  of  affiiira ;  and,  rir.  I  ocmoor  entirely 
m  the  senlament  ecnreaeed  in  the  resi^tion  of 
a  gentleman  fnm  Fennsylvama,  Qb.  Kabe- 
utT,)  that  this  declaration  of  Hr.  ifonroe  waa 
wise,  seasonable^  and  patriotic. 

It  has  been  aaiA,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
to  have  been  a  loose  and  vague  declaration.  It 
was,  I  believe,  sufficiently  studied.  I  have 
understood,  from  good  authority,  that  it  waa 
considered,  weighed,  and  distinctly  and  decid- 
edly improved,  by  every  one  of  the  President's 
advisers,  at  that  time.  Our  Government  could 
not  adopt^  on  that  occasion,  precisely  the 
course  wmdi  England  had  taken.  E"g')*"^ 
threatmed  the  immediate  recognition  of  the 
provinces,  if  the  allies  should  take  part  with 
Spdn  agunst  them.  We  had  already  recog- 
nized them.  It  remained,  therefore,  only  for 
our  Oovemment  to  say,  how  we  should  con- 
sider a  combination  of  the  allied  powMra  to 
affect  ol^ects  in  America,  as  affscting  our- 
selves ;  and  the  Message  was  intended  to  say, 
what  it  does  say,  that  we  should  regard  such 
combination  as  dangerous  to  us.  Sir,  I  agree 
with  those  who  maintfun  the  proporition,  and 
I  contend  u^ainst  those  who  deny  it,  that  the 
Message  did  mean  something ;  that  it  meant 
much ;  and  I  maintain,  against  both,  that  the 
declaration  effected  much  good,  answered  the 
end  derigned  by  it,  did  great  faraior  to  the 
foresight  and  the  spirit  oC  the  Oovemment, 
and  that  it  cannot  now  be  taken  babk,  retract- 
ed, or  annulled,  without  disgrace.  It  met,  dr, 
with  the  entire  concurrence,  and  the  hearty 
approbation  of  the  country.  The  tone  whim 
it  uttered  found  a  corresponding  response  in 
the  breasts  of  the  free  people  of  the  United 
States.  That  people  saw,  and  they  rejoiced  to 
see,  that,  on  a  fit  occasion,  our  weight  had  tieen 
thrown  into  the  right  scale,  and  that,  without 
departing  from  our  duty,  we  had  done  some- 
thmg  useful,  and  sometbiog  effectual,  for  the 
cause  of  civil  liberty.  One  general  glow 
exultation— one  naiversal  fbdmg  of  the  grati- 
fied love  of  liberty— one  oonsoious  and  proud 
perception  of  the  consideration  which  the 
country  possessed  of  the  respect  and  honor 
which  belonged  to  it — pervaded  all  bosmna. 
Possibly  the  public  enthusiasm  went  too  ftt  i 
it  certuuly  did  go  far. 

But,  sir,  the  sentiment  which  this  declaration 
inspired  was  not  confined  to  ourselves.  Ite 
force  was  felt  everywhere,  by  aJ^  those  who 
could  nndentand  its  ottjeot  and  foresee  its 
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effect.  In  that  Terj  House  of  Oommons,  of 
which  the  centleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
cpoken  wiui  such  commendation,  how  was  it 
there  received  ?  Not  only,  sir,  witii  approba- 
tion, but,  I  may  say,  with  no  little  enthosiasm. 
"While  the  leading  Minister  expressed  his  entire 
oonoTurence  in  the  sentimente  and  opinions  of 
the  American  Preddent,  hia  diatingoiahed  com- 
petitor in  that  popular  bo^,  less  restrained  by 
official  decorum,  more  at  liberty  to  give  utter- 
aooe  to  the  fe^ings  <^  the  occasion,  dedared, 
that  no  event  had  ever  created  greater  joy,  ex- 
ultation, and  gratitude,  amonj^  all  the  firemen 
in  Europe ;  that  he  felt  pride  m  being  connect- 
ed, by  blood  and  language,  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  policy  disclosed  by 
the  Message  became  a  great,  a  £ree,  and  an  in- 
dependent nation ;  and  that  he  hoped  his  own 
conntry  woold  be  prevented  by  do  mean  pride, 
or  paltry  jealousy,  from  following  bo  nolm  and 
glorions  an  example. 

It  ifl,  doabtlesa,  true,  as  I  took  oooaaioii  to 
observe  the  other  day,  that  this  deolaration 
most  be  ocouidered  aa  founded  cm  onr  ri^ta, 
•nd  to  ^ring  mtdnlj  from  a  regard  to  ui^ 
preservation.  It  did  not  commit  ns,  at  all 
events,  to  take  np  arms,  on  any  indication  of 
hostile  feeling  by  the  powers  of  Europe  towards 
Booth  America.  for  example,  all  the  States 
of  Earope  had  refused  to  trade  with  Soath 
America,  nntil  her  Statea  should  return  to  ^eir 
former  allegiaooe,  that  would  have  Aimished 
no  cause  of  interference  to  us.  Or,  if  on 
armament  had  been  ftimished  by  the  alliea  to 
act  against  provinces  the  most  remote  from  ns, 
aa  Ohili  or  Baenoa  Ayres,  the  distance  the 
Boene  of  action  diminiahing  our  i^fptdienaion 
of  danger,  and  diminiabing,  also,  our  means  of 
eflffectnal  interposition,  might  stul  have  left  ns 
to  coDtott  onnelvea  with  remonstrance.  But 
a  very  different  case  would  have  arisen,  if  an 
army,  equipped  and  muntained  by  these  pow- 
ers, had  been  landed  on  the  shores  of  the  Gnlf 
of  Mexico,  and  oommenoed  the  war  in  our  own 
immediate  neighborhood.  Sudi  an  event  might 
Justly  be  regarded  as  dangerous  to  ourselves, 
and,  on  that  ground,  to  have  called  for  decided 
and  immediate  interference  by  us.  The  senti- 
ments and  the  policy  announced  by  the  declara- 
tion, thna  understood,  were,^  therefore,  in  strict 
ocHUbrmity  to  our  daties  and  onr  interest. 

Sir,  I  look  on  the  Ueesage  of  December, 
1828,  as  forming  a  bright  page  in  our  history. 
I  will  neither  help  to  erase  it,  nor  tear  it  out ; 
nor  shall  it  be,  by  any  act  of  mine,  blurred  or 
blotted.  It  did  honor  to  the  sagacity  a(  l^e 
Government,  and  will  not  dimini^  that  honor. 
It  elevated  the  hopes,  and  gratified  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people.  Over  these  hopes  I  wW 
not  bring  a  mildew ;  nor  will  I  put  that  grati- 
fied patriotism  to  shame. 

But  how  should  it  happen,  rir,  that  there 
abould  now  be  such  a  new-bom  fear,  on  the 
BDbjeot  of  this  declaration f  Tbe  crisis  is  over; 
the  danger  is  past  At  the  Ume  it  was  made, 
there  was  realgnmnd  for  apprehenaon :  now, 


there  la  none.  It  was  then  posable,  perhaps 
not  improbable,  that  the  allied  powers  migbt 
interfere  with  America.  There  is  now  no 
ground  for  any  such  fear.  Mc«t  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  now  spoken  on  this  subject, 
were  at  that  time  here.  They  all  beard  tlie 
declaration.  Not  <Mie  of  them  complained. 
And  jtit,  now,  when  all  danger  u  ovw,  wa 
are  vehemently  warned  against  the  sentiments 
of  the  declaration. 

I  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  fow 
marks  on  the  subject  of  Onba---the  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  forel^  relations.  It  is  tbe 
hinge  on  whic&  interesting  evoits  may  posrt- 
bly  tnm.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  review  their 
opinions  on  this  su^ect,  before  they  folly  com- 
mit themselves.  I  understood  the  h<morable 
member  from  Sout^  Carolina  to  say,  that,  if 
Spain  chose  to  transfer  tiiis  island  to  any  power 
in  Europe^  she  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  wa 
could  not  mterfere  to  prevent  it  Sir,  this  is  a 
deUoate  snlrlect  I  nardlr  foel  competent  to 
treatit  asit  deeer^;  and  I  am  not  quite  will- 
ing to  state  here  all  that  I  think  abont  it  I 
must,  however,  dissent  from  the  omnion  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  rights  <^ 
nations,  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  are  neoeaaaril^ 
very  much  modified  by  ciroumstancee.  Be- 
cause En^and  or  France  could  not  rightfolly 
complain  of  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  us,  it  bj 
no  means  follows,  as  the  gentleman  supposes, 
that  we  could  not  complain  of  the  cession  of 
Cuba  to  one  of  them.  The  plain  difference  is, 
that  the  transfer  of  Florida  to  us  was  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  safety  of  either  of  those  nation^ 
nor  fotal  to  any  of  their  great  and  essential  in- 
terests. Proximity  of  pontion,  nei^borhoo^ 
whatever  augments  the  power  of  injuring  and 
annoying,  very  properly  belong  to  we  consid- 
eration of  all  cases  of  this  kind.  The  greater 
or  less  facility  of  access  itadf  is  of  oonslderft- 
tion  in  such  questions,  because  it  brings,  or 
may  bring,  weighty  consequences  with  it.  It 
justifies,  for  these  reasons,  and  on  these  grounds, 
what  otherwise  might  never  be  tbooeht  ou 
By  n^tiation  with  a  foreign  power,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson obtained  a  province.  Without  any  alter- 
ation of  onr  constitotion,  we  have  made  it  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives,  now  oomliyf  from  several  Stat^ 
are  here  among  us.  Now,  i^  instead  of 
being  Louisiana,  this  had  been  one  ol  the  pror- 
inoes  of  Sp^  proper,  or  one  of  her  Booth 
American  colonies,  ne  must  have  been  a  mad- 
man that  should  have  proposed  such  an  acqui- 
sition. A  high  oonvicticm  d  ita  convenience 
aridog  from  proximity,  and  from  close  natural 
connection,  alone  reconciled  the  country  to  the 
measure.  Considerations  of  tiie  same  sort 
have  weight  in  other  cases. 

An  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (iir, 
Wickliffe)  argues,  that,  although  we  mi^ht 
rightfully  prevent  another  power  from  taking 
Cuba  from  Bp^  by  force,  yet,  if  Spain  sbonld 
choose  to  make  the  volmitiuy  trsnsfoTf  we 
ahoold  have  no  light  whatever  to  intentee. 
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Sir,  this  is  a  distinotion  witlwiit  a  difference. 
U  we  are  likeljr  to  have  contentioa  about 
Cnba,  let  as  first  irell  consider  what  oar  tights 
are,  and  not  commit  oarselves.  And,  sir,  if  we 
haT«  anj  right  to  interfere  at  all,  it  applies  as 
well  to  Uie  case  of  a  peaceable,  as  to  that  of  a 
Jbrcible  transfer.  If  nations  be  at  war,  we  are 
not  jodges  of  the  qnestion  of  right,  in  that 
war;  we  most  acknowledge,  in  both  parties, 
the  matnal  right  of  atta^  and  the  motnal 
ri^t  of  conquest.  It  is  not  for  as  to  set 
boflods  to  their  belligerent  operations,  so  long 
as  thex  do  not  aSbct  onrselTea.  Oar  right  to 
interfere,  in  anj  took  oas&  is  Trat  the  ezef- 
dse  of  me  right  of  reasmable  and  necessary 
aelf-defenoe.  It  is  a  Idgb  and  delicate  exercise 
of  that  right;  one  not  to  be  made  bat  on 
groonds  of  strong  and  manifest  reason,  justice, 
and  neoesuty.  The  real  question  is,  whether 
the  poaaession  of  Oaba,  by  a  great  maritime 
power  of  Europe,  would  seriously  endanger 
our  own  immeoi^  security,  or  oar  essential 
interests.  I  put  the  question,  sir,  in  the  lan- 
goage  of  some  of  the  best  considered  State 
papers  of  modem  times.  The  general  role  of 
natiraul  lav  is,  nnqoestionablT;  against  hitar- 
ferenoe  in  the  transaetioiu  m  mher  States. 
There  are^  however,  acknowledged  exceptions, 
growing  out  of  circamataneea,  and  fbnnded  in 
those  circnmstanoes.  These  exoeptioos,  it  baa 
been  properly  sud,  cannot,  without  danger^  be 
rednoed  to  previous  role,  and  incorporated  into 
the  ordinary  diplomacy  of  nations.  Keverthe- 
less,  they  do  exist,  and  must  be  judged  of  when 
they  arise,  with  a  jast  regard  to  onr  own  essen- 
tial interests,  bat  in  a  spirit  of  strict  justice  and 
di^caey  also  towards  foreign  States. 

The  ground  of  these  exceptions  is,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  self-preservi^on.  It  is  not  a 
di^t  injory  to  oar  interest ;  it  is  not  even  a 
inoonvenienoe,  tiiat  mtkm  ont  a  ease, 
must  be  danger  to  our  security,  or  dan- 
ger, manifest  and  imminent  danger,  to  our  es- 
sential rights,  and  essential  interests.  Now, 
sir,  let  as  locw  at  Cuba.  I  need  hardly  refer 
to  its  present  amount  of  commercial  connec- 
tion with  the  United  States.  Our  statistical 
tables,  I  presnme,  would  show  us  that  oar  com- 
mene  with  the  Havana  alone  is  more  in 
vaoont  than  our  whole  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  and  all  her  dependencies.  But 
this  is  bnt  one  part  of  the  case — ^not  the  most 
important  Calia,  as  is  well  said  in  the  report 
of  the  OommittW)  of  Foreign  Affidrs,  is  placed 
in  the  numth  oi  the  Uissisdppi.  Its  oconpa- 
tkn  hf  A  strong  maritime  power  would  be  felt, 
in  the  first  moment  of  h<»tility,  as  &r  ap  the 
Kis^ssippi  and  the  Missouri,  as  our  popnlation 
flKtends.  It  is  the  commanding  point  of  the 
Gidf  of  Hexlco.  See,  too,  how  it  lies  in  the 
very  line  of  our  coastwise  traffic ;  interposed 
in  the  very  highway  between  Kew  York  and 
Kew  Orleans.  Now,  mr.  who  has  estimated,  or 
who  can  estamate,  the  enect  of  a  change  which 
■hottld  place  this  island  in  other  hands,  subject 
it  to  new  ralea  of  oommerdal  interconrse,  or 


[H.  OF  R. 

connect  it  with  olffeots  of  a  dlfl^nt  and  still 

more  dangerous  nature  f  Sir,  I  repeat  that  I 
feel  no  disposition  to  pursae  this  topic,  on  the 
present  occasion.  Jtj  purpose  is  oiuy  to  show 
its  importance,  and  to  b^  gentlemen  not  to 
prejudice  any  rights  of  the  country,  by  assent- 
ing to  propositions  which,  perhi^  may  be 
necessary  to  be  reviewed. 

And  here  I  differ  again  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  He  thinks  that,  in  this,  as  in 
other  cases,  we  should  wait  till  the  event 
comes,  witbont  any  previous  declarations  of 
our  sentiments  upon  sabjeots  important  to  onr 
own  ri^ts  or  interests.  Sir,  such  declarations 
are  often  the  appropriate  means  of  preventing 
that  which,  if  nnprevented,  it  might  be  diffl*^ 
colt  to  redress.  A  great  object  in  holding 
diplomatio  intercourse,  is  frankly  to  expose  the 
views  and  ol^ects  of  nations,  and  to  prevent, 
by  candid  explanation,  collision  and  war.  In 
this  case,  the  Government  has  sud  that  we 
could  not  assent  to  the  transfer  of  Cuba  to  an- 
other European  State.  Oan  we  so  assent?  Do 
gentlemen  tibink  we  can  f  If  not,  then  it  was 
entirely  proper  that  this  intimation  should  be 
franUy  and  seasonably  made.  Oandor  reqidred 
It;  and  it  would  have  hew  nnpardonable,  it- 
would  have  been  iii|}iistloe,  as  well  as  folly,  to 
have  been  rilent,  while  we  might  suppose  the 
transaction  to  be  contemplated,  and  then  to 
complain  of  it  afterwards.  If  we  should  have 
a  subsequent  right  to  complain,  we  have  a  pre- 
vious right,  equally  clear,  of  protesting ;  and  if 
the  evil  be  one  which,  when  it  comes,  would 
allow  us  to  apply  a  remedy,  it  not  only  allows 
US,  but  it  makes  it  our  duty,  also,  to  apply  pre- 
vention. 

But,  sir,  while  some  gentiemen  have  mun- 
tained  that,  on  tiie  Bnbjeot  of  a  transfer  to  any 
of  the  European  powers,  the  President  has  said 
too  mnoh ;  others  insist  that,  on  that  of  the 
islands  being  occnpied  by  Henoo  or  Clolombia, 
he  has  said  and  done  too  little.  I  presume,  rir, 
for  my  own  part,  that  the  strongest  langaage 
has  been  directed  to  the  source  of  the  greatest 
danger.  Heretofore,  that  danger  was,  donbt> 
less,  greatest,  which  was  apprehended  from  a 
voluntary  transfer.  The  other  has  been  met  as 
it  arose;  and,  thus  far,  adequately  and  snffi- 
cientiy  met.  And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  bat  say, 
that  I  never  knew  a  more  extraordinary  argu- 
ment than  we  have  heard  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  on  this  part  of  the  case.  The 
President  is  charged  inth  inconsistency,  and, 
in  order  to  make  this  out,  public  deniatehes 
sre  read,  which,  it  ia  said,  militate  with  one 
another. 

Sir,  what  are  the  facts?  The  Ooverament 
saw  fit  to  invito  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  use 
his  endeavors  to  bring  Spain  to  treat  of  peace 
with  her  revolted  colonies.  Russia  was  ad- 
dressed on  this  occasion  as  the  friend  of  Spain ; 
and,  of  course,  every  ailment  which  was 
thought  mi^ht  have  inflaence,  or  ought  to  have  - 
infinence,  either  on  Sassia  or  Spun,  was  sug- 
gested in  the  correspondence.    Among  othw 
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thii^  the  probable  loss  to  Spun  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Rleo,  was  urged ;  and  the  question  was 
a^ed,  how  it  was  or  ooold  be  expected  bj 
Bp^o,  that  ihe  United  Btates  oonld  interfere  to 
prevent  Kexioo  and  Oolombla  fVom  tf^g 
those  islands  from  her,  since  she  was  their  ene- 
my, in  a  pnUio  war,  and  ranee  she  pertinaoiona- 
Ij,  and  onreasonablx,  as  we  think,  insists  on 
maintuning  the  war ;  and  since  these  iBlands 
offered  an  obTiooa  ol^eot  of  attack  I  Vas  not 
fiiisj  dr,  a  very  proper  argument  to  be  urged  to 
Spain  i  A  copy  of  this  despatch,  it  seems,  was 
sent  to  the  Senate^  in  confldence.  It  has  not 
been  published  hj  the  Execatire.  Now,  the 
alleged  inconsistencj^  is,  that,  notwithstanding 
this  letter,  the  Frendent  baa  interfered  to  dis- 
suade Uexico  and  Colombia  from  attacking 
Oab&  That,  finding  or  thinking  that  those 
Statw  meditated  sn^m  a  pmpose,  this  Govern- 
ment has  nr^ed  them  to  desist  from  it.  8ir, 
was  ever  any  tiuiw  more  onreaaonable  than 
thia  charge!  Was  tt  not  pn^>er,  tiiat,  to  pro- 
duce the  derired  reanlt  nf  peace,  onr  Ctovem- 
ment  should  address  different  mottvea  to  the 
diffisrent  parties  in  the  wart  Waa  it  not  its 
bnmnesB  to  set  before  each  party  its  das^gen 
and  its  difflonlties  in  pnrsning  the  war  t  And 
If,  now,  by  any  thing  nnexpected,  these  respec- 
tive corespondenoes  have  become  public,  are 
these  different  views,  addressed  thus  to  differ- 
ent parties,  and  wiui  different  oljecta,  to  be 
relied  on  as  proof  of  inconsistency  1  It  is  the 
strangest  accusation  ever  heard  ot  No  Gov- 
ernment, not  wholly  destitute  of  common 
sense,  would  have  acted  otherwise.  We  urged 
the  proper  raotives  to  both  parties.  To  Rpftin 
we  uiwsd  the  probaUe  loss  of  Cuba;  we 
ahowed  hw  the  danger  cS  its  capture  by  titie 
new  States,  and  we  uked  her  to  inform  us  on 
what  ground  it  was  that  we  could  interfere  to 
prevent  sudi  captor^  since  she  was  at  war 
with  these  States,  and  they  had  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  attack  her  in  any  of  her  territo- 
ries; and  especially  she  was  asked  how  die 
oonld  expect  good  offices  from  us,  on  this  occa- 
sion, since  she  ftdly  understood  our  opinion  to 
be,  that  she  was  permsting  in  the  war  without 
or  beyond  all  reason,  and  with  a  sort  of  dea- 
peration.  This  was  the  appeal  made  to  the 
good  sense  of  Spun,  throu^  Kussia.  Bnt, 
aom  aflwwarda,  having  reason  to  Bue|>eot  that 
Ookmbia  and  Hazioo  w««  actually  prepnriog 
to  attack  Cuba,  and  knowlDg  that  ainh  an 
event  would  most  seriously  affect  us,  our  Gov- 
ernment remonstrated  against  such  meditated 
attack,  and  to  the  present  time,  it  has  not  been 
made.  In  all  this,  who  sees  any  thing  either 
improper  or  inconsistent  ?  For  myself,  I  think 
the  conrse  pursued  showed  a  watchfiil  r^aid 
to  our  own  interest,  and  is  wholly  fi«e  nxHu 
any  imputatirai,  either  of  fanproprie^  w  inocm- 
sistenoy. 

Pains,  sir,  have  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rivaa,)  to  prove 
that  the  measure  now  in  contemplation,  and, 
Indeed,  the  whtde  pdicj  <hF  tiie  Gorwnment 
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respecting  Soutii  Amerioa,  is  the  unhappy  re- 
sult of  the  influence  of  a  gentieman  fonnerly 
filling  the  chair  of  tiiis  House.  To  make  out 
tills,  lie  has  referred  to  certain  speeches  (tf  that 
gentleman  delivered  here.  He  charges  him 
with  having  become  himself  affected,  at  an. 
early  day,  with  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
South  American  fever;  and  with  having  in> 
fnsed  Its  baneful  influence  into  the  whole  ooun- 
oils  of  the  country. 

If,  sir,  it  be  true,  that  1^  c^tleniaB, 
prompted  1^  an  ardent  lore  of  dvil  Ubrf^, 
felt,  earlier  than  others,  a  proper  sympathy  for 
the  Btmggling  colonies  of  Sooth  America;  or 
that,  acting  on  the  maxim  that  revolutions  do 
not  go  backward,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  fore- 
see, earlier  than  others,  the  successful  termina- 
tion of  those  stmnles ;  if^  thus  feeling,  and 
thus  perceiving,  it  tell  to  him  to  lead  the  will- 
ing or  unwilling  councils  of  his  country,  in  her 
manifeetations  of  kindness  to  the  new  Govem- 
menta,  and  in  hw  seasonaUe  recognitiona  of 
their  independraoe;  if  it  be  this,  which  Oie 
honorable  member  unpntes  to  him :  if  it  be 
this  oourse  of  publio  oonduotthat  he  haaiden- 
l^ed  hia  name  with  the  cause  of  South  Amer- 
ican liberty — he  ouf^t  to  be  esteemed  one  of 
the  most  fortunate  men  of  the  age.  If  all  thia 
be,  aa  is  now  represented,  he  has  acquired  Came 
enoogh.  It  is  enough  for  any  man,  thus  to 
have  connected  himself  with  the  greatest 
events  of  the  age  in  which  he  lives,  and  to 
have  been  foremost  in  measures  which  reflect 
high  honor  on  his  countr7,  in  tbe  Judgment  of 
mankind.  Sir,  it  is  always  with  great  relac- 
tanoe  that  I  am  drawn  to  speak,  in  my  place 
here,  of  individuals ;  but  I  eonld  not  fwbear 
what  I  have  now  atid,  when  I  hear,  in  the 
House  of  BepresCTtativea,  and  in  this  land 
five  spirits,  that  it  is  made  matter  ot  imputa- 
tion and  of  reproach  to  have  been  first  to  reach 
forth  tiie  hand  of  welcome  and  of  succor  to 
new-bom  nations,  stm^ling  to  obtain,  and  to 
eqjoy,  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

We  are  told  that  the  country  is  deluded  and 
deceived  by  cabalistic  words.  Cabalistic  words  I 
If  we  en>ress  an  emotion  of  pleasure  at  the 
results  of^tbis  great  action  of  the  ^itit  of  po- 
litical liberty;  if  we  r^ice  at  the  birth  of 
new  Bepublican  nations,  and  expteas  our  joy- 
by  the  ewnmon  terms  of  r«(ard  and  sympathy ; 
if  we  fed  and  ngniiy  high  gratifleati<xi*that, 
throughout  this  whole  continent^  men  are  now* 
Ukely  to  be  blessed  by  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions ;  and  if;  in  the  uttering  of  these  senti- 
ments, we  happen  to  speak  of  sister  Republics, 
of  the  great  iuoaerican  family  of  nations,  or  of 
the  pohtical  systems  and  forms  of  Government 
of  this  hemisphere ;  then,  indeed,  it  seems,  we 
deal  in  senseless  jargon,  or  impose  on  the  judg- 
ment and  feeling  of  the  commuDity  by  cabalis- 
tic words!  Sir,  what  ia  meant  by  thbf  Is  it 
intended  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
onght  to  be  totally  indifferent  to  the  fortunes 
of  these  new  neighbors  V  la  no  diange,  in  the 
li|^ta  in  which  we  m  to  Tiew  them,  to  b» 
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KTOD^t,  hy  their  having  thrown  off  foreign 
dominion,  established  independence,  and  in- 
■Utated,  on  our  ver^  borders,  Bepublioaa 
6oT«rmueats,  eaBentially  after  oar  own  ex- 
ample t 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  oTerrate — X  do  not 
OTerrate— the  nroBesB  of  these  new  States  in 
the  great  wc^  d!  establishing  a  wdl-aeonred 
popiuar  liberty.  I  know  that  to  be  a  neat 
attainment,  and  I  know  they  are  but  pnpug  In 
school.  Bat,  thank  God,  thej  are  m  the 
■cbooL  They  are  called  to  meet  diffioalties, 
•Qch  as  neither  we  nor  oar  others  encountered. 
For  tbese,  we  ooght  to  make  large  allowances. 
What  have  we  ever  known  like  the  colonial 
Taasalage  of  these  States  ?  When  did  we,  or 
oar  ancestors,  fed,  like  them,  the  woght  of  a 
political  despotian  that  presses  men  to  the 
earth,  or  of  that  religions  intoleranoe  which 
wotdd  ahat  np  heaven  to  all  bnt  the  blfoted  / 
Sr,  we  sprang  from  another  stock.  We  oel<»ig 
to  another  race.  We  have  known  notiuog — we 
have  felt  nothing— of  the  mdiUcal  denonsm  of 
I^Mun,  nor  of  the  heat  of^her  fires  of  intoler- 
ino&  Ho  rational  man  expects  that  the  Soatii 
can  ran  the  same  n^id  career  aa  the  North ;  or 
that  an  insurgent  province  of  Sp^  is  in  the 
■nne  cwiditioD  as  the  Engliah  ookmies  when 
they  first  asserted  their  ina^endence.  There 
is,  doabtlessj  mach  more  to  be  done,  in  Uie  first 
than  in  the  last  case.  Bat,  on  that  aoooanL 
the  honor  of  the  attempt  is  aM  less ;  and  if  all 
difficulties  shall  be  in  tmie  sarmoanted.  It  will 
be  greater.  The  work  may  be  more  ardaoaa — 
it  is  not  leas  nobK  becaose  there  may  be  more 
of  ignorance  to  enlightea,  more  of  bigotry  to 
saMbie^  moTB  of  pr^odioe  to  eradicatew  If  it 
be  a  weakness  to  feel  a  strong  interest  in  the 
snccess  of  these  great  revolations,  I  confess 
myself  gnilt?  of  that  weakaesa.  If  it  be  weak 
to  feel  that  I  am  an  American,  to  think  that 
recent  events  have  not  only  opened  new  modes 
of  interconrse,  bnt  have  created  also  new 
grounds  of  regard  and  sympathy  between  oar- 
aelves  and  onr  neighbors ;  if  it  be  weak  to  feel 
that  the  Sonth,  in  her  present  state,  is  some- 
what more  emphatioally  part  of  America  than 
whaa  she  lay  obscure,  oppressed,  and  unknown, 
nnder  the  grilling  bondage  of  a  foreign  power ; 
if  ^  be  weak  to  rqmce,  when,  evoi  in  any  oor^ 
■er  (tf  the  earth,  hmnan  heang»  are  able  to  get 
wp  from  bmeau  <q»presmon,  to  ereot  them- 
■ebea,  and  to  eiyoy  the  proper  happiness  of' 
fitar  intelligent  nature  \  if  this  be  weak,  it  is  a 
weakness  from  which  I  clum  no  exemption. 

A  day  of  solemn  retribntion  now  visits  the 
once  prood  monarchy  of  Spun.   The  predio- 
tioa  is  folfiDed.   The  spirit  of  Hontenima  and 
«f  the  Incas  mi^^t  now  well  say, 
"Art  tboo,  too,  fkDen,  Iberiaf   Do  we  see 
The  robber  and  the  murderer  weak  as  we  P 
Tboo,  that  bna  wasted  earth,  and  dared  despise 
Alike  the  wrath  and  mercy  of  the  skies, 
Thy  pCNDp  is  in  the  grave ;  thy  glory  laid 
Low  in  the  fit  tUne  avarice  lus  made.** 
Kr.  Chairman,  I  will  detida  yon  (mly  with 
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one  more  reflection  on  l^is  snl^eot.  We  can- 
not be  so  blind,  we  cannot  so  shnt  np  onr 
senses  and  smother  onr  facalties,  as  not  to  see 
that,  in  the  progress  and  the  establishment  of 
South  American  liberty,  oar  own  example  has 
been  among  the  most  stimolating  causes.  That 
n-eat  light— «  li^  which  can  never  be  hi^~ 
uie  light  of  oar  own  glorious  rendutlon,  haa 
shone  on  the  pft^  of  the  Soutli  American 

Striota,  teom  the  beginning  of  their  course, 
their  emei^ncies,  they  l^ve  looked  to  our 
experience.  In  their  political  institationa,  they 
have  followed  onr  models.  In  their  delibera- 
tiona,  tJtiey  have  invoked  the  preuding  spiiU 
of  our  own  Uberty.  They  have  looked  steadily, 
in  every  adversity,  to  the  gbsat  nobthirk 
UGBT.  'In  the  bonr  of  bloody  conflict,  they 
have  remembered  the  fields  which  have  been 
consecrated  by  the  blood  of  oar  own  faUiers: 
and  when  they  have  fallen,  they  have  wiahea 
<»ily  to  be  remembered  with  them,  as  men  who 
had  acted  tiieir  parts  bravc^,  fur  Uie  oaoae  of 
liberty  in  the  Western  Wcnld. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  If  it  be  weakness  to  fed 
the  sympathy  of  one's  nature  excited  for  such 
men,  in  such  a  oanse,  I  am  guilty  of  that  weak- 
ness. If  it  be  prudence  to  meet  their  proffered 
civility,  not  with  reciprocal  tindness,  but  with 
coldness  or  with  inBuIt,  I  choose  still  to  follow 
where  natural  impulse  leads,  and  to  give  np 
that  &lse  and  mistaken  prudence,  lor  tm 
voluntary  sentiments  of  my  neart. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Home 
a^joamed. 


Batttbdat,  April  IB. 
Mimon  to  Ptmama. 

The  House  having  again  resomed  the  oon- 

sideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  d 
Foreign  Relations,  improving  the  mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proponng  a 
qualification  to  ^e  general  expremon  ftf 
probation  thereof — 

Hr.  Cabrb  took  the  floor,  and  ipt^  H 
follows : 

Hr.  Chairman :  The  subjeot  at  preset  before 
the  committee  is  entitled,  as  well  from  its  great 
impco^ce  as  from  its  entire  novelty,  to  the 
mostdeliberate  and  candid  conriderati{Hi.  From 
the  fullest  reflection  which  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  it,  aided  by  the  doenmenta  vhidh 
are  before  os,  I  have  oome  to  the  ooneloiioa 
that  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Oommlttee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  one  which  is  at  vari- 
ance wi&  the  best  interests  of  this  couatry, 
and  involves  in  it  a  departure  from  that  neutral 
policy  which  has  hitherto  governed  oar  pablle 
coancils.  If  this  be  tme,  which  I  shall  attempt 
presently  to  show,  this  committee  ooght,  cer- 
tainly, to  withhold  its  sanction  from  snob  a 
measure. 

To  the  Executive  has  the  constitution  con- 
fided the  sole  and  exclusive  superintendenoa 
of  oar  foreign  peao^tal  relations,  1  s^y  p«ao»> 
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fkd,  becanse  the  power  of  declaring  war  being 
Tested  in  both  branohes  of  the  L^slature, 
Omgreas  nuy  be  wud  to  divide  the  responnbil- 
itj  of  the  ^eoatiTe,  when  Ha  country  is  to 
assnme  a  hostile  attitude  with  regard  to  any 
foreign  power.  Bnt  so  far  aa  the  conseqaences 
o!  mission  can  at  present  be  foreseen  and 
oontemplatedf  it  would  be  assoming  too  much 
to  say,  that  war  is  to  be  immediately  and 
necessarily  the  resolt ;  that  this  Hoose,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  general  agency  in  declaring 
war,  would  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
constitntional  Amotions  of  the  Freudent,  and 
say,  that  the  negotiations  or  deliberations 
at  Panama  shonld  be  limited  to  siyh  topics,  or 
restricted  on  all  topics,  to  be  disonssed  tiiere. 
In  saoh  manner  that  the  peace  of  the 'country 
should,  in  no  poasible  event,  be  ^dangered. 
The  House  of  Representatives  ought  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  attitude  of  giving  counsel  to 
the  President,  or  instructions  to  any  public 
fimctionary,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  with- 
out the  power  of  enforcing  them.  Self-respect 
ought  to  restrain  this  House  from  registering 
any  remonstrance,  or  other  declaration,  which 
is  to  prove  inoperative.  If  any  object,  valu- 
able to  the  safety  or  interests  of  the  country, 
&e  acqniution  of  which  the  President  promised 
Idmsd^  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  sboold,  by 
xeason  of  his  recc^niEing  the  force  the  limi- 
tation fropoaed  by  this  amendment,  be  pot  be- 
yond his  reach,  he  would  not  only  be  at  liberty 
to  disregard  it,  but  he  would  be  bound,  by  the 
double  tdlegiance  which  he  owed  to  the  consti- 
tution and  to  the  country,  to  do  so.  If  the  mis- 
mon,  therefore,  be  sanctioned  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  control  -of  our  agents  there 
must  be  left  entirely  to  the  Executive. 

There  prevails  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
as  to  the  objects  of  this  Congress.  The  treaty 
stipulations  which  have  been  made  between 
Oolombia  and  four  of  her  sister  Republics,  con- 
fine its  olyeots  to  a  few  topics  of  primary  Inter- 
est,  ezdnavdy  afEecting  the  South  American 
Stues  who  were  fimneny  salyeot  to  the  Span- 
ish yokeb  The  three  BpimiBh  American  lunis- 
ters  who  have  invited  the  Umted  States  to  suid 
ft  depn^  there,  extend  their  views  to  other 
olijects,  not  embraced  in  those  stipnlations: 
and  the  President  indulges  himself  in  still 
greater  latitnde,  as  to  the  objecta  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  declares,  that  the  puipoees  of  the 
meeting  being  "somewhat  indefinite,  so  far 
from  being  an  ol^eotion  to  it,  is  among  the 
Client  reasons  for  its  adoption." 

An  honorable  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Ui.  BnoHAnxN,)  who  addressed  the  committee 
a  few  days  ago,  seemed  to  think  this  Congress 
had  placed  the  United  States  in  an  eneed&if^ 
embarrassing  dilemma.  They  were  to  be  com- 
mitted if  th«y  went  into  it^  and  if  they  stood 
oat^  they  w««  to  snl^eot  tiiienuelvea  to  incon- 
Tenioioes  hardly  less  deplorable  than  an  abso- 
late  surrender  of  our  neutral  character.  And 
Ihns,  a^^annve  of  mischief^  from  taking 
dthir  noe  of  the  dilemmi^  Iw  has  eonTeited 


[Atbh^  1820. 

his  perplexity'  into  a  soffident  cause  for  the 
United  States  to  send  deputies  there,  for  thtt 
purpose  of  inducing  the  South  American  Uinia- 
ters  to  dissolve  their  meeting,  and  return*  to 
their  homes,  without  accompli^iug  the  objecta 
which  brought  them  together.  Can  the  gen- 
tieman be  serious  in  bis  opinion  f  Does  he 
call  to  mind  the  length  of  time  and  the  concert 
with  which  the  South  American  Republics 
have  deliberated  on  this  prefect!  Worthy  as 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Sergeant  no  doubt  are, 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  it  is  ascrib- 
ing rather  too  much  to  their  persuasive  pow- 
ers, to  imagine  that  they  could,  so  readily,  by 
exerting  them,  induce  these  Republics  thus  to 
relinqiuh  and  ftmga  all  the  benefits  tiiey  had 
promised  themselves  from  so  long-cherished 
a  dedgn. 

It  has  been  s^  too,  that  the  mere  act  of 
sending  representatives  to  this  Congress,  can- 
not commit  tiie  neutrality  of  this  country. 
This  affirmation  is  founded  on  the  assumption 
that  either  the  Congress  is  not  belligerent  in 
its  character ;  or  that,  if  it  be  so,  the  United 
States  are  not,  in  their  represenl^tion  there, 
to  be  so  far  identified  with  it,  as  to  assume  a 
belligerent  aspect.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  these  South  American  States  i  Are 
they  not  eng^;ed  in  open  war  a^pdnst  £^n  t 
And  do  not  the  treaties  wUch  have  been  laid 
on  our  taUes  point  out  the  organization  of 
means  of  reeosthig  any  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  or  any  power  in  aUiance  with 
her,  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  con- 
dition of  dependence,  as  the  principal  object 
to  be  accomplished  by  this  meeting  t  In  truth, 
the  meeting  nas  no  other  object  but  to  consider 
of  the  most  advisable  means  for  rendering  their 
confederacy  firmly  cemented,  and  permanuit 
in  its  duration.  And  if  Spain,  with  whom  we 
are  now  on  terms  of  friendship,  should  take 
offence  at  the  attitude  we  should  assnme  at 
Panama,  it  would  not  be  competent  for  ns  to 
etj  to  her,  in  vindication  of  our  oonduct^  that 
we  took  no  part  in  any  delibaations  whidk 
imported  hostlUty  to  her.  It  cotdd  not  be  in 
the  mouths  of  our  deputies,  to  r^y  to  any 
remonstrance  against  their  presence  in  thia 
Congress,  to  say  that  they  belonged  to  the 
peace  side  of  the  assembly.  If  the  character 
of  the  Congress  is.  to  be  asoertwied  by  the 
character  of  the  topics  they  are  to  discnss,  and 
those  topics  are  partly  peaceful  and  partJj 
belligerent,  the  aggregate  character  must  be 
determined  by  the  predominance  of  the  objecta 
which  shall  engage  their  attention.  And  in 
point  of  importance  to  the  States  themselves, 
it  is  unquestionable  that  the  preparation  of 
their  Just  means  of  resistance  to  imy  attempt 
which  may  be  made  agunst  their  ind^nd«n(>e, 
constitutes  the  mun  and  most  Interrating  sub- 
ject for  their  consultation.  Eveiy  thing  relat- 
mg  to  this  leading  object  of  their  meeting,  will 
import  direct  hostility  to  Spain;  and,  there- 
fore, impress  a  belligerent  character  <a  tha 
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It  bas  been  said  bTaDoOier  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  wubts,)  taat  now,  sinoe 
Hm  Sicmth  American  States  have  Tirtaally 
achieved  their  independence,  and  wielded  their 
arms  snccossfoDy  against  their  oppressor,  that 
the/  will  be  in  danger  of  taming  uiem  against 
each  other,  and  wasting  their  energies  in  intes- 
tine wars ;  that  it  is  the  invariahle  law  of  all 
Confederacies,  to  he  held  tc^ther  hy  a  sense  of 
eommon  danger  without,  and  that,  as  soon  as  this 
exterior  pressure  is  removed,  the  separate  mem- 
hera  become  victims  to  euansting  dias^islon 
unonK  themeelvea :  the.  United  States  ma^, 
thereRm,  be  of  incaUmlable  adnntage  to  these 
new  Bepnt^ca;  hy  {pvlng  them  tfanc^  admoni- 
tioa  agunst  tibia  erfl,  and  tamiiu'  their  re- 
aonrces  in  a  difibrent  direction.  The  gentle- 
man has  greatly  mistaken  the  office  of  our 
deputies  there,  if  he  imagines  that  on  snl^ects 
like  these,  they  would  he  prepared  to  impart 
any  valuable  lessons.  Before  the  new  States 
eoold  be  snccesBfolly  warned  against  these 
fatal  tendencies,  the&  advisers  must  be  inti- 
mately acqoainted  with  their  character.  They 
most  understand  their  habits ;  the  state  of  gen- 
eral intdligence  among  them ;  tiie  progress  uiey 
hare  already  made  in  the  various  departments 
of  adenoe  uid  the  arts;  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  requisites,  before  they  could  give  any 
vahiable  advice  as  to  the  exw^t  form  of  Govern- 
ment they  onght  to  adopt.  For  it  could  only 
be  by  directing  their  minds  to 'the  proper  forms 
of  Government  by  which  th^  resources  could 
be  developed,  and  their  happiness  secured, 
that  the  internal  dissensions,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  aUnded,  coold  be  prevented. 

The  President  declares,  in  the  opening  of  his 
Message,  that  '*  the  jfirtt  and  greatttt  induee- 
vunt "  whiofa  operated  upon  him  for  accepting 
thi«  invltaUon,  was,  to  meet,  in  a  spirit  of  kind- 
ness and  friendship^  an  overture  made  in  the 
sum  spirit  by  tiuee  eister  r^blies.  From 
this  anuable  uid  landable  feeling  of  the  Sxecn- 
tive,  no  one  can  dissent  Bat,  sir,  how  will  you 
be  Borprised  to  hear  him,  almost  in  tbe  next 
breath,  declare,  that  olneet*  of  the  highett  im- 
forUmee,  not  only  to  the  future  vtelfare  of  the 
vAofe  Aumon  rate,  hut  bearing  direUly  upon 
the  meekU  tntermte  of  thia  Unitm,  viUl  engage 
Ac  adtberatione  of  the  Congreu  of  Panama, 
viUtAtfr  tM  are  repretenttd  there  or  not!  Can 
olijects  like  these  be  postponed  to  mere  courtesy 
and  etiquette?  Can  such  a  sacrifice  of  the 
nbstance  to  the  shadow  be  seriously  defended! 

Oongresses  of  independent  powers,  meeting 
in  times  of  profound  peaoe^  to  concert  politicfQ 
nwasurea,  have  lately  come  Into  fashion.  We 
bave  heard  of  coondls  of  bishops,  and  other 
eoderiastlefli  magistrates,  meeting  in  fonner 
times  to  regulate  the  ooucems  of  the  church. 
And  Bo  intimately  blended,  in  tJiose  days,  were 
the  afiGurs  of  church  and  state,  that  those 
reverend  fathers  extended  their  guardian  care, 
in  sfMne  instances,  to  politioal  oonoems.  in 
later  tim^  we  have  beheld  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, after  having  drenched  the  oontiuent  with 


[H.  ov  B. 

blood,  and  wearied  themselves  In  the  work 

of  devastation,  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  a 
general  paoiflcation,  and  restoring  quiet  to  the 
world.  Sometimes,  at  such  meetings,  they 
hone  ttipulated  arrangements  for  the  preservit- 
tion  of  the  bidanoe  of  power  on  the  continent. 
But  it  was  not  until  onr  day  that  kings  and 
emperors  found  themselves  under  the  nec€^ssity 
of  confederating  together,  and  opposing  their 
united  counsels  to  the  progress  of  free  principles 
and  systems  of  eetf-govemment.  The  disastrous 
light  wUch  the  French  Revolation  shed  upon 
the  fiettera  widcb  bound  the  people,  while  it 
inspired  them  with  tiie  hopes  of  releaiw,  struck 
a  panic  into  their  masters, 

"With  fear  of  ohoaga  perfdexlng  mmurcfasH*' 

They  saw,  wi&  alarm  and  oonsten]iatio&. 
the  instability  of  their  thrones.  They  looked 
around  upon  each  other,  in  this  crisis,  for  the 
means  of  defending  themselves  against  a  danger 
which  threatened  them  all  alike.  And  in  tnia 
absolnte  and  uncompromising  necessity,  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  thrones  and  crowns, 
we  are  to  look  for  the  origin  of  the  late  politi- 
cal Oongresses  of  Europe.  And  are  we  under 
any  necessity  of  imitating  their  example?  Are 
not  oar  institutions  a  sufficient  guarantee  for 
the  devotion  of  the  people  to  them,  and  that 
they  will  stand  by  t^em  in  every  emergency, 
and  pour  out  tbeir  blood  in  their  defence  ? 

The  structure  of  our  Government  forbids  the 
imitation  of  such  an  example.  The  powers  of 
Europe,  who  were  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses of  Vienna,  Troppau,  and  L^bach,  had 
no  Senates  to  consult,  for  the  ratification  of 
any  treaty  into  which  they  might  enter.  No 
popular  assemblies,  who  were  the  exact  mirrors 
of  a  people,  peaceful  in  their  habits,  peaceful 
hi  their  policy,  and  peaceftil  in  every  thing 
which  entered  into  the  formation  of  their 
character,  interposed  themselves  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any  scneme,  dtber  for  the  seearitr 
or  the  aggrandizement  of  the  crown.  Tbev 
will  was  the  law  of  tbeir  dominions.  They 
bad  unboonded  control  over  the  finances  and 
military  forces  within  their  territories.  They 
were,  tiierefore,  enabled  strictly  and  promptly 
to  perform  whatever  engagements  they  took 
npon  themselves.  Congresses,  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  proposed  to  be  held  at  Panama, 
are,  therefore,  saitable  and  convenient  engines 
in  the  hands  of  Governments  strictly  mon- 
archical in  their  formation.  They.fnmish 
facilities  for  the  execution  of  great  desigoa,  in 
which  the  parties  to  them  have  a  common  In- 
terest. 

But,  rir,  we  bave  Hinisters  residing  already 
at  most  of  the  courts  whose  Gorermnents  are 
to  be  represented  at  Panama.  They  can  ac- 
complish, in  the  ordinary  way  of  separate  n^o- 
tiation,  all  the  olgecta  whidi  are  unportant  to 
the  United  States.  It  is  in  v(un  to  qwculate 
upon  the  harmonious  <ifid tyiternatie^* msanvr 
in  wlilch  objects  could  be  attfuned,  when  all 
the  Bepablica  of  this  continent  were  r^>resenW 
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ed,  each  having  its  own  separate  aod  oontrarient 
interests  to  reconcile  and  preserve.  Indeed, 
sir,  the  very  fact  that  so  many  and  sach  oppo- 
site interests  shall  be  pressing  npon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Oongress,  and  demanding  their 
share  in  the  deliberations  of  the  BepresentatiTes 
<rf  ei^t  or  ten  distinct,  independent  powers,  so 
ftr  from  promising  a  sacceaoU  reenlt,.  seems  to 
me  to  proMmt  snoh  embarrassment  and  difficulty 
as  would  forever  defeat  such  a  rrault.  Some 
gentlemen,  who  have  spoken  in  this  debate, 
seem  to  ima^e,  that  there  were  no  other 
means  by  which  Uie  United  States  could  enter 
into  any  commercial  arrangements,  or  any  other 
stipulations  of  a  mutually  beneficial  sort  to  the 
Governments  concerned,  except  by  oar  Kepre- 
sentatdon  at  Panama ;  Uiat  this  Congress  fhr- 
niahed  an  opportunity,  tempting  as  it  was  fleet- 
ing, to  obtam  all  the  advantages  which  we 
conld  de^re  in  our  ftitore  intotwarse  with  the 
South  American  States ;  and  that  the  refusal  of 
thia  conntiy  to  send  Bepresentatavea  there, 
voold  be  an  act  bordering  npon  iniataation  I 
Bnch  gentlemen  sufOar  the  ardor  oi  tiiudr  feel- 
ings to  disturb  the  correct  decisirai  of  Hieir 
Judnnent  of  the  character  of  tiiis  Oongress,  and 
of  uie  attitude  oconpied  at  this  time,  by  this 
oonntry,  in  relation  to  these  sonthern  Kepub- 
Hca.  We  have  already  entered  into  friendly 
and  commercial  treaties  with  many  of  them, 
and  the  door  is  still  open  to  the  formation  of 
others  on  the  same  terms. 

Wr.  Wkkks  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Ohatenan:  The  Prerident,  in  his  Ues- 
nge  to  the  Scoutte^  has  stated,  that  "  the  Gov- 
emments  of  Hie  Bepahlios  of  Ckdombia,  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  Genti-al  America,  had,  severally, 
Invited  the  Gkivemment  of  the  United  States  to 
be  represented  at  the  Oongress  of  American 
natigns,  to  be  assembled  at  Panama,  to  delib- 
erate upon  subjects  of  peculiar  concernment  to 
this  hemisphere,  and  that  this  invitation  had 
been  accepted."   And  goes  on  to  state,  that, 

Although  this  measure  was  deemed  to  be 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  the 
Execntive,  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  take 
any  step  in  it,  before  ascertaining  that  my 
minion  oS  its  expediency  will  concur  with  that 
(g  both  branches  of  the  Legidatnre;  first,  by 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the  nominationB 
to  be  laid  before  them ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
■Miction  of  botii  Honses  to  the  appropriations, 
irithoat,  which  it  cannot  be  carried  into  e£fect" 
I  will  paose,  here,  air,  for  amoment,  to  ask  gen- 
tlemen, who  appear  sach  warm  supporters  of 
Execntive  recommendations  as  to  justify,  in 
their  opinion,  the  charge  (I  will  not  say  chari- 
tably, but  illiberally)  extended  to  those  who  are 
snffioientiy  iudcpendent  to  think  for  themselves, 
of  being  a  factious  oppoBition  to  the  Adminis- 
tration— what,  Mr.  Ohmrman,  I  will  ask,  was 
the  Chief  Ma^stratoV  inducement  thna  to  have 
expressed  bimself  I  I  will  undertake  to  answer 
tihe  qneatiMi,  sincerely  and  honestly,  aal  believe 
la  toj  coaawnoe.   Snowing,  as  lir.  Aduns 
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does,  and  no  man  knows  better,  the  powerful 
effect  of  usage,  that,  io  many  cases,  it  amount* 
to  law,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  (I  mean 
to  himself,  sir,)  to  remind  the  Bepreeentativea 
of  the  people  that  we  still  possess  the  power 
(uninterrupted  usage,  if  you  please,  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithatanaing,)  of  granting  or  not  the 
f4)propriation  called  for ;  and  feeling,  certainly, 
as  be  must,  the  very  great  doubts  that  do  exist 
as  to  the  advantagea  ccmtonplated  to  result 
ftom  this,  to  say  the  most  you  can  for  it,  doubt- 
ful prqject,  he  nnqnestionably  intended  it,  as 
has  oeen  very  properly  advanced  by  the  hon- 
orable mover  of  the  resolution  now  under  de- 
bate, to  draw  from  this  House  a  fair  and  candid 
expression  of  their  opinion ;  and  X  verily  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  President  will  feel  himself  greatly 
rdieved,  hereafter,  by  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
lutions ;  which  opinion  would  induce  me,  feding 
not  otherwiae  than  friendly  disposed  to  the  Ad- 
ndnistration,  if  I  had  no  other  reason,  to  vote 
fi>r  the  amendments.    I  would  ask  another 

aneation,  rir:  What,  abort  of  disonnfitare  to 
lie  Prerident's  feelings,  if  not  disgrace  to  the 
country,  will  be  the  issue,  if,  on  ^»  arrival  of 
the  Bepresentatives  to  this  Congress  at  Panai- 
ma,  from  these  United  States,  instructed,  as 
the  opponents  to  the  amendments  profess  to 
believe  the  President  now  stands  pledged  to  the 
nation  they  shall  be,  the  Kepresentativee  from 
the  South  American  States  shall  rtg'ect  tiiem, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  Ministers  have  not 
come  there  with  such  expressed  instxuctions  in 
their  credentials,  as  had  been  previoudy  repre- 
sented as  iu^spensably  neoessai^  by  ah  three 
of  the  Sonth  American  States?  Hr.  Olnregon, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  day,  dated  at  'Washington, 
on  the  8d  of  November,  162S,  states,  (what  tlie 
other  Ministers  all  stete.)  "  The  underwritten 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  has  the  honor  oS  ia- 
fonning  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  that 
he  has  communicated  to  his  Government  the 
conversations  which  occurred  between  them  on 
his  making  known  to  him  the  detorminaticm  at 
the  Governments  of  Colombia  and  Mexico  to 
form  a  Congress  of  Bepresentatives  £rom  the 
new  States  of  the  continent,  who,  to  th^  end, 
bad  been  invited,  in  which  were  to  be  discassett 
subjects  of  general  interest  to  all  the  American 
powers,  as  well  as  those  which  might  be  par- 
ticularly  suggested  by  the  existence  and  actual 
position  of  tiie  new  powers,  and  in  the  meeting 
of  which  it  was  thought  proper,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  subscriber,  that  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  means  of  their  Commissioners, 
should  constitute  and  take  part,  as  being  so 
much  interested  in  the  first  and  principal  sub- 
ject upon  which  the  Oongress  would  be  en- 
gaged. In  consequence  of  which,  l>eing  inform- 
ed of  the  concurrence  of  this  Government,  in 
the  idea  of  discussing  the  first  point  in  a  Oon- 
gresB,  as  was  desired,  and  that  it  would  send 
Bepresentatives  to  it,  under  cimdition  that  the 
neutral!^  ii^  which  it  stood  towards  Spun 
dutnld  not  be  violated,  and  that  it  should  be 
invited  thontolgr  tiu  Bepnblics  ot  Mexico  and 
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Oc^ombbi^  vho  ihonld,  moreow,  idgnify  Uie 
•flUn  mth  whioh  i%  mm  to  be  ocramed,  to 
imoMta  its  olfjeot,  and  the  neoeasarj  uiiformity 
of  credentUIs  or  authorization  of  the  respective 
BeproeentatiTea,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  Mexico  haa  charged  and  oommiBstoned 
«ww  the  underwritten  to  make  the  invitation, 
and  to  point  out  the  a^urs  as  stated."  Now, 
nr,  what  do  we  find  here  set  forth  ?  Why,  that 
tiiia  Ifexiean  Minister,  in  a  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  last  Bpring,  mentioned 
the  intention  of  the  Booth  American  8tatee  to 
hold  a  Congress  at  Panama.  That  is,  that  Mex- 
ico and  Colombia  had  so  determined,  and  had 
fianted  Hia  mm  States  to  jdn  them,  and  that 
Ida  QoTeRiment  thoo^t  the  United  States 
on^bt  to  oonatitnte  and  tate  part,  tm  being  in- 
finnad  of  the  oonenrrence  of  this  Government 
mon  the  craiditdcms  as  recited.  9«>^  ^* 
Oiabman,  we  have  the  whole  secret  <a  this 
warm  and  very  earnest  invitation,  now  oon- 
toided  for  as  coming  from  the  uiree  Sonth 
American  States,  reduced  to  a  mortifying  fact 
that  the  invitation  came  from  Mr.  Clav.  We 
find,  in  a  very  few  days  after  this,  Mr.  day 
informs  Mr.  Obregon  of  the  concnrrence  of  oar 
Government  with  the  plan,  and  that  we  woold 
send  Repr^Qtatives  on  certain  conditions,  en- 
joined, as  Mr,  Clay  states,  by  the  President. 
The  words  itf  Hi.  01^  are :  "  I  stated  to  yon, 
})j  the  directions  of  the  President,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  nooessaxy,  befitre  the 
an^Uing  of  snch  a  Gongres^  to  setde  be- 
tween the  different  powers  to  be  represented 
several  preliminary  points,  sach  as  the  subjects 
to  whi^  the  attention  of  Congress  shonld  be 
directed,  the  substance  and  form  of  the  powers 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  Representatives, 
and  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Congress :  that, 
if  these  points  should  be  satisfactorily  arranged, 
the  President  would  be  disposed  to  accept,  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  the  invitation  with 
which  yon  were  provi8i<maily  charged."  Now, 
■r,  here  we  have  the  wise  and  nradent  oanti(Hi 
that  was  to  have  been  looked  for  fttna  Mr. 
Adims.  Bnt,  sir,  Mr.  Adams  Is  a  man,  liable, 
like  others,  to  be  led  away,  by  d^rees,  into 
error  and  mistake:  so,  in  this  business,  Mr. 
Gmj  and  himself  had,  before  this,  become 
vif^ntly  in  love  with  each  otheiv-eaoh,  no 
doobt,  loving  himself  most,  and,  agreeably 
to  an  old  adage,  we  not  only  see  that,  when 
friends  fall  out  they  become  the  most  bitter 
enemies,  bnt,  in  the  same  ratio,  when  bitter 
enonies  become  friends,  they  are  apt  to  become 
equally  violent ;  very  warm  and  fast  friends. 
SonKUjh  BO  is  it  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Olaj, 
that  the  latter,  ^though  created  by  the  former, 
hai^  -by  his  strong  and  powerf^  eloquence, 
Bdned  an  asoendency,  it  would  seem,  over  him. 
Mr.  Ohairmanf  whilst  at  this  point,  allow  me 
to  g^ve  my  political  creed,  althouj^  X  detest 
creeds  and  onifesdons  everywhere :  yet,  sir,  it 
has  become  so  fiuhionable  here  that  I  must 
cive  into  it,  although  by  no  means  a  faehiona- 
Uftinaii.  I  OfHuoit  the  mwe  readily,  however, 


to  do  this,  as  mine  is  a  tcit  short  one.  When, 
as  a  private  dtisen,  I  was  last  constitntaonally 
called  on  to  vote  for  two  electm  of  Preddent  and 
Vice  President,  I  certidnly  did  not  vote  for  those 
ofi'erLng,  who  had  declared  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams. 
I  considered  it  was  time  we  shonld  select  our 
President  from  the  body  of  the  people.  I  felt 
unwilling  any  longer  to  continue  the  practice, 
so  long  in  use,  of  taking  the  Secretary  of  State, 
lest  it  would,  at  last,  by  usage,  become  law; 
and  thus  a  legitimate  claim  to  the  Presidency 
be  set  up  by  that  officer,  who  is  only  a  creature 
of  the  President,  selected  by  him  as  Secretary 
of  State,  and  not  by  the  people — therefore,  it 
was  worse  than  foUy  to  calf  a  President,  so 
made,  the  President  of  the  people,  when  th« 
people  did  not  select  him;  when  he  was  not 
thw  ohoioe;  bnt,  in  reality,  the  Freddent 
elect,  so  soon  as  appointed  by  the  President  his 
Secretary.  When  the  people  have  been  thus 
deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing  who  they 
would  vote  for,  1  would  not,  as  one  of  them, 
giveabrass  farthing  for  the  trouble  of  going  miles 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  the  choice  of  a  few  dic- 
tators of  the  country.  Nay,  sir,  the  President 
elects  his  successor  now,  when  he  selects  his 
Secretary  of  State.  This  has  been  the  case,  in 
fact,  ever  since  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
thought  it  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  or  for  tha 
people  at  once  to  be  allowed  to  deot  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  an  eye  single  to  his  ancoeed- 
ing  to  the  Preudency,  siter  a  diplomatic  educa- 
tion of  dj^t  years — i^  indeed,  such  an  educa- 
tion was  to  be  considered  indispensable.  Bnt, 
as  I  did  not,  by  any  means,  think  it  was,  I  pre- 
ferred lending  my  aid  in  abolishing  this  abhor- 
rent, because  uninterrupted  usage,  of  taking 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  no  one  else.  ^ 
therefore,  gave  my  vote  to  those  electors  in, 
favor  of  General  Andrew  Jackson — a  man,  if 
not  as  much  of  a  diplomatist  as  Hr.  Adams,  yet 
sufficiently  so ;  and,  what  was  much  better,  wa 
knew  him  to  be  mend  and  patriot,  not  in- 
tending to  say  that  Mr.  Aduns  is  not  one.  Sir, 
nort  to  the  inunortal  Washington,  Jackson  has 
beoi  made,  under  God,  the  political  savionr  of 
his  oonntry.  But  he  was  not  elected,  although 
he  received  a  much  greater  number  of  votes 
than  eitiier  of  the  other  candidates.  Tet  he 
did  not  receive  the  number  required  by  the 
constitution.  The  three  highest,  therefore,  on 
the  list,  came  here,  and  the  present  incumbent, 
Mr.  Adams,  was  elected  by  Congress;  he, 
therefore,  became  constitutionally  the  Fre^dent 
of  the  United  States.  As  such,  I  respect  him — 
as  such,  I  hold  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  to  afford  him  every 
asnstanoe  In  my  power,  to  ineet,  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  our  country,  every 
paitide  of  that  high  re^Mmribili^  which  he 
holds  and  stands  bound  to  redeem.  In  a  word, 
to  act  towards  him,  as  I  wonld  have  him  act 
towards  myself,  were  we  to  change  situations. 
Consequeptly,  I  shall  continue  to  vote,  as  I  have 
done,  for  every  measure  called  for,  that  I  do 
jnotf  in  my  orasdenoe^  believe  dangerous  or  in* 
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jtirions  to  my  cotrntrr.  Farther  than  thia,  had 
the  man  of  mj  choice  been  elected,  I  voald  not 
go.  After  thi3  candid,  honest  confession  of  my 
faith,  sir,  I  hope  no  man  here,  or  elsewhere, 
will  chaise  me  with  faction ;  if  he  does,  I  will 
respond  miscreant  to  the  assertion,  or  to  the 
thought,  if  I  conld  come  at  it,  I  have  other 
duties,  also,  to  attend  to,  which  I  mnst  and  will 
he  equally  honest  in  the  discharge  of;  and, 
should  any  thing  that  I  may  say  on  this  floor, 
now,  or  at  any  other  time,  be  felt  or  reeelred 
unpleasantly,  I  wonld  have  all  remember  that  I 
Intend  not  to  make  a  wonnd  minecessarily  any 
where ;  bat^  when  it  be  necessary,  for  the  good 
of  my  country,  the  safety  of  our  rights,  or  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  I  shall  not  regard  the 
length,  the  depth,  or  width,  of  snch  a  wonnd. 

Hr.  Ohsirman,  I  will  not  det^  the  commits 
tee  to  hear  any  remarks  upon  the  subject  of 
Cuba  or  Porto  Kico.  I  will  leave  that  to  my 
honorable  friend  from  Delaware,  who,  I  believe, 
will  place  that,  like  every  other  part  of  the 
subject,  in  the  clearest  possible  pomt  of  view. 
One  general  remark,  however,  I  will  make,  and 
it  is  this :  that,  if  our  Government  does  pa- 
tiently stand  by  and  suffer  either  of  ike  Eu- 
ropean powers,  or  the  Booth  American  States, 
to  convert  Cuba  or  Porto  Bico  into  another 
H^ti,  without  nring  all  the  moral  and  physical 
force  of  this  country  to  prevent  it,  they  will 
deserve  to  be  handed  over  to  that  newly-dis- 
covered diplomatic  jack-catch  we  not  long  since 
heard  of — "Heaven's  hangman."  With  these 
remarks,  sir,  I  shall  first  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, and,  if  carried,  so  as  to  stand  recorded  on 
your  journals,  I  will  vote  for  the  appropriation. 
TVith  my  thanks  to  this  honorable  committee 
for  that  nnexpected  share  of  attention  they 
have  afforded  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  feel  con- 
tented with  the  fiunt  attempt  I  have  made  to 
discharge  my  da^ — wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  do  mwe. 


UoNDAT,  April  17. 
The  Senate's  amendments  to  the  "  hill  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,*'  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbsteb, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary. 

Mmion  toPanama. 

The  House  having  again  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign BelatioQs,  approving  the  Mission  to  Pana- 
ma, with  the  amendments  proposing  a  qualifi- 
cation to  the  general  expression  of  approbation 
hereof— 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
committee  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee is  one  of  great  interest — it  is  surrounded 
by  illusions,  which  render  it  difficult  to  decide 
upon  it  correctly.  To  dissipate  these  illusions 
will  be  an  easy  task,  which,  if  successfully  per- 
formed, will  render  it  impossible  that  the  peo- 
ple slwDld  be  led  into  an  emmeoos  Judgment. 


There  are  but  too  many  like  the  gentienun 
from  Pennsylvania,  Qtr.  Vubtb,)  who  conceive 
that  this  Mission  to  Panama  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  liberty  and  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  great  family  of  mankind. 
The  President  speaks  of  this  Congress  as  if  he 
were  full  of  glorious  anticipations ;  and  in  this, 
as  in  most  other  instances,  his  sentiments  have 
been  echoed  by  the  committee  of  the  House. 
The  fact  communicated  with  the  Message  re-, 
ceived  this  morning,  that  the  nenipotentiaries 
of  Brazil  have  been  invited  to  this  intended 
Congress,  will  be  snffident  to  ewrect  the  error 
of  me  gentleman,  of  the  Fln^ent,  and  (tf  the 
committee.  It  cannot  be  e^Mcted  that  schemes 
favorable  to  free  Governments  are  to  be  As* 
cussed  with  the  assistance,  or  even  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Representatives  of  Don  Pedro  the 
First,  of  ^Brazil.  Indeed,  it  appears  from  the 
papers  communicated  with  the  Message,  that 
the  Spanish  American  Governments  are  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  remove  all  suspicion  that  ■ 
such  ideas  are  entertained  by  them.  The  theme 
of  the  Congress  is  to  be  American  Independence 
of  Spain  and  Portngal,  not  the  ihtedom  of  man- 
kind. A  less  excusable  error  is  that  of  suppos- 
ing that  the  Spanish  American  States  imitated 
GOT  example  when  th^  separated  themselves 
from  Old  Spidn.  We  broke  the  bonds  that 
united  us  to  the  parent  ooontry,  to  escape  op- 
pression and  to  enjoy  fSreedom.  They,  from 
hatred  to  France,  and  love  of  their  own  kin^. 
It  was  love  for  a  despot  in  the  person  of  Ferdi- 
nand the  Seventh,  the  adored,  and  not  hatred  ot 
despotism,  which  produced  the  first  efforts  to 
establish  Spanish  American  Independence.  The 
release  of  the  detlironed  monarcn  from  his  cap- 
tivity in  France,  would  have  been  followed  by 
the  reonion  of  the  American  States  to  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  bat  for  the  folly  and  mad- 
ness of  &e  restored  Qovemmoit.  In  this,  as 
in  numerons  other  cases  recorded  in  history, 
the  folly  of  despotism  was,  in  the  order  of  Prov- 
idence, one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  moral  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  man.  While 
anxious  to  throw  themselves  into  his  paternal 
arms,  the  Spanish  Americans  found  themselves 
compelled  to  wage  a  dangerous  and  donbtfdl 
contest,  in  order  to  escape  the  threatened  ven- 
geance of  their  monarch.  Their  efforts  have 
been  great,  and  their  success  glorious.  As  they 
advanced  in  victory,  they  merit  praise  for  hav- 
ing had  the  sagacity  to  discover  the  value  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  wisdom  to  adopt  the 
forms  and  snne  of  the  principles  of  onr  oonsd- 
totiim. 

A  more  dangerous  IQnsion,  as  it  is  flattoteg 

to  our  self-love,  is  that  of  supposing  that  aU  the 
movements  of  our  Government  in  favor  of  the 
Spanish  Americans  have  been  prudently  regu- 
lated with  a  view  to  pi-omote  the  establishment 
of  free  Governments  and  liberal  institotions, 
A  brief  reference  to  the  most  marked  events 
from  the  first  proposition,  which  related  solely 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  made  by  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State,  nntU  the  reoogniboa  of  all-  the 
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BpaniBh  American  States  ma  propoeed  bj  Mr. 
Monroe,  wiU  place  this  matter  in  its  tme  light 
The  fint  resolation  on  the  snbject  of  Spanish 
America,  introdnced  by  Mr.  Olay,  was  proposed 
while  aU  Spanish  America,  except  Buenos 
Ayres,  jet  owned  at  least  a  nomioal  obedience 
to  dpwn.  The  resolution  was  saccessf^lly  re- 
dsted  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  a 
rarietj  of  grounds ;  the  chief  were  that  it  was 
not  jet  ascertained  that  Buenos  Ayres  could 
m«int^iiTi  its  independence — that  the  country 
WW  detracted  by  factions;  the  power  of  Spain 
had  not  been  exerted  against  the  revolutionary 
par^.  Hiat  the  recognition  would  not  be  use- 
nltotiM  Flitriots.  our  porta  being  opm  to  them 
withont  s  finmal  acknowledgment  of  their  Got- 
emment— it  ought  be  ii^Jnnoas  to  ns  to  dia- 
eover  an  uueiMonable  ei^emesa  to  decide  on 
tiie  yet  donbtihl  qne^on  between  them  nnd 
Spain.  An  ol^eenon  was  also  urged  to  the 
form  of  the  proposition — it  proposed,  like  the 
Greek  resolation  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasa- 
dioseta,  the  appropriation  of  money  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  a  mission,  when  the  President 
cttose  to  institute  it.  It  was  urged,  that  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  the  House  to  stimnlate,  but 
to  restrain,  Executive  patronage.  The  contest 
etmtinned  to  be  sustained  with  doubtful  fortune 
in  Sooth  America,  until  the  year  1820.  In  the 
mean  tune,  oar  long^protracted  diq>nte9  with 
Spain  irere  terminatoa  the  treaty  1619 ; 
ont  of  wliich  a«w  new  diffioolties  and  embar- 
nsnnents,  aa  Spain  fiuled  to  ratify  it.  In  the 
negotiation  which  preceded  and  followed  that 
tr^Qr,  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  United 
States  towards  recc^ition,  but  the  appointment 
of  the  CJommissioners  to  Buenoa  Ayres  and 
Qiili,  to  collect  information  of  t^e  political  and 
civil  oondilnon  of  those  two  countries.  The 
planish  Monarch  was  engaged,  during  this  pe- 
nod,  in  preparation  for  formidable  effort  against 
the  Bevolntionists  in  the  different  parts  of 
America.  A  force  of  16,000  well-organized 
troc^  under  a  leader  of  talent,  experience,  and 
TtfatmaOf  vas  drawn  together  at  Cadiz— 4he 
mams  of  tranRKniation  aotiTely  c^Ueoted — a 
Degotiation  nitn  Fortngal  preyed,  to  obtain 
wpooaeaaion  of  Monte  Video,  aa  a  landing  place 
mi  otadel  for  the  Boyal  troops.  The  friends 
oi  Spu^ah  America  saw,  with  anxious  forebod- 
ing, the  gaUiering  danger.  The  Spanish  Amer- 
icans were  ill  prepared  to  resist  so  formidable  a 
force.  They  owed  their  eacape  from  the  ex- 
pected peril  and  their  subsequent  signal  tri- 
umphs, to  the  very  source  of  their  danger. 
The  formidable  army  which  threatened  the  anni- 
hilatioa  of  freedom  in  Spanish  America,  gave 
bwiam  to  Spaiush  Europe ;  and  the  intended 
bstronmita  <^  despotism  were  the  champions  of 
Bberty.  The  imbeelle  de^iotian  of  Ferdinand 
■nnk  abnoafc  witliont  a  strogrie,  and  the  constita- 
tioit  d  1818  waa  reskved.  Patriotism  was  called 
from  exile  and  firom  impris(mment,  to  predde 
over  the  movements  of  the  restored  system. 
Among  Ihe  first  acts  of  the  new  G^orernment, 
vaa  toe  abaHdiHimeiit  of  all  attfflupts  to  tea- 


[H.  or  B. 

nite,  by  force  of  arms,  theultrarmarine  Tenito- 
17  to  the  Spanish  dominion. 
Oommisnoneri  were  ^pointed  to  Tint  the 

American  Governments,  hear  their  complaints, 
and,  if  practicable,  reunite  them  under  the  con- 
stitution to  the  parent  State.  Bolivar  and  Mo- 
rillo  celebrated  the  armistice  in  Colombia  with 
feasts  and  rejoicings — ate  at  the  same  table,  and 
drank  from  the  same  cap.  Hie  question  be- 
tween Spiun  and  Spanish  America  was  entirely 
changed.  It  was  no  longer  a  contest  between 
liberty  and  despotism,  between  the  oppressing 
and  the  oppressed.  It  had  become  a  mere 
question  of  political  separation,  interesting  to 
08  and  to  the  world,  but  one  in  which  the  1ot< 
era  of  liberty  might  Tell  feel  sympathy  for  Old 
Spain,  since  her  GoTemmoit  was  more  demo- 
cratic and  free  than  dther  (rf  those  then  estab- 
lished in  her  former  dominions.  Her  oonstitn- 
tion  was  founded  on  the  acknowledged  sover- 
eignty  of  the  peole,  established  representation 
on  the  basis  of  population,  and  offered  to  the 
Spanish  Americans,  on  that  bans,  equality  <^ 
rights,  commercial,  civil,  and  political.  It 
would  be  uiijust  not  to  mention  that  the  consti- 
tutional Government  was  distiogui^ed  by 
kindness  and  justice  to  the  United  States.  Oar 
imprisoned  citizens,  taken  in  arms  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Spani^  Americans,  against  Old  Spiun, 
were  liberated— tiie  Florida  treaty  ratified — ^the 
commercial  code  of  Sp^  so  diuiged  as  to 
move  all  oause  of  Jnst  oompldnt. 

It  waa  under  lliese  oiroomstanoes  that  Mr. 
Clay's  second  resolation  was  propped,  and 
adoptedby  the  House  of  Representatives:  a  res- 
olution expressing  a  deep  interest  for  the  success 
of  the  American  provinces  stm^ling  to  estab- 
lish their  liberty  and  independence.  The  great 
oanae  of  liberty,  which  the  friends  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world  anticipated  would  speed- 
ily triumph  everywhere,  if  austuned  in  Spain 
and  Portngol ;  and  Italy  was  disregarded  by  the 
mover  of  this  resolution,  and  those  who  voted 
for  it,  in  their  anxiety  for  the  independence  of 
the  neif^boring  States.  I  shall  not  be  conbir 
dieted  when  I  asswt,  that  the  triumph  of  liber* 
ty  in  Europe  wonld  have  beoo,  if  not  oertaio, 
highly  probable,  if  a  firm  nnicm  had  been  effect- 
ed between  Sp^,  Portugal,  and  their  American 
dominions,  and  under  free  Representative  Gov- 
ernments ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  for 
the  cause  of  the  human  race  had  America  been 
reunited  to  the  peninsula  under  a  free  Govern- 
ment than  separated,  although  free,  if  the  pe- 
ninsula was  to  be  again  subjected,  'by  that 
event,  to  the  ancient  despotism.  The  efforts  of 
the  Cortes  to  induce  the  ultra-marine  Territo- 
ries to  reunite  under  the  constitution  of  1812, 
were  imsuccessfut  The  war  was  renewed,  but 
with  a  diflbrent  spirit^  more  worthy  of  the 
oombatanls.  In  Colombia  the  annistioa  waa 
broken  by  Bolivar.  Our  Government  continued 
to  manifest  a  premier  solidtnde  for  the  Spanish 
Americans,  without  forgetting  what  was  due  to 
Spain,  free  and  in  the  midst  of  enemies.  The 
liHisj  of  the  Encotire  was,  at  every  Seancoi 
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of  Oongress,  fairly  expressed,  and  on  no  occa«on 
more  foUy  than  at  tiie  opening  of  the  Congress 
in  the  year  1821.  After  speaking  of  the  sac- 
oesses  of  the  Danish  American  Governments 
dnring  the  preceding  year,  the  President  says, 
in  the  Ifessage  of  the  third  of  December ;  "  It 
has  long  been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impos- 
rible  for  Bpain  to  rednoe  these  oolonies  by  force, 
and  equally  80^  that  no  condition  short  of  their 
Indepeioidence  would  be  satisf^tory  to  them.  It 
may  therefore  be  presomed,  and  is  earnestly 
hoped,  that  the  Government  of  Spain,  gnided 
by  enlightened  and  liberal  conncils,  will  find  it 
to  oom^rt  with  its  interest,  and  doe  to  its 
magaanimity,  to  terminate  tius  ezhansting  con- 
troversy on  that  basis.  To  promote  this  result 
by  friendly  counsel  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  will  l>e  the' object  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.^'  This  langooge  coald  not 
be  misnhderstood.  Friendly  connsel  with  tiie 
Govemmwt  of  Bpain,  was  the  means  intended 
to  be  used  fen*  the  aoeomplisbmettt  of  tiie  de- 
rired  reenlt — the  tenoinauiDn  of  ^e  exhansting 
eontroTersy  <hi  the  baris  of  the  Spanish  Amer- 
ican Ind^>endence;  The  Ezecntive  stood  com- 
mitted to  Spain  to  give  that  counsel  before  any 
decisive  step  was  taken  by  ns  on  that  great 

aoestion.  Spain  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  after 
tiis  volunteered  declaration  of  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate. How  was  this  expectation  met?  With- 
in three  months  from  the  date  of  the  Message, 
without  any  material  clumge  in  the  state  of  uie 
contest,  and  without  advising  with  Spain,  or, 
as  far  as  I  am  informed,  even  giving  notice  of 
such  an  intention,  the  President,  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1823,  recommended,  in  a  special  Mes- 
■age^  the  recognition  of  the  Spaoish  American 
Stetes,  and  asked  an  wpropriation  of  money  to 
enaUe  him  to  send  luniaten  to  them — an  in- 
stmotire  oommeotai^  on  tfae  doetr^e  of  pled^ 
contained  in  Executive  messages,  the  more  m-  ■ 
itmctive  as  it  proceeds  from  the  author  of  them. 
Under  what  oircamstances  did  this  event  oc- 
cur ?  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Colombia, 
were  still  without  constitutions,  under  a  spe- 
cies of  milituy  law.  Mexico  acknowledged  the 
power  of  that  miserable  ape  of  European  des- 
pots the  Emperor  Iturbide.  Peru  was  the  the- 
atre of  a  sanguinary  and  uncertain  contest  We 
embraced  Imperial  Mexico  to  the  injury  of  con- 
iriatntional  Spain.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  hour  of  her 
peril  this  measure  was  adopted,  which,  how- 
ever  defSsn^Ue  it  mi^  have  been,  as  politio  and 
neoesury,  waa  pernidons  in  its  effect  on  tba 
cause  of  freedom  in  Europe;  The  constitution- 
al party  in  Spain  were,  at  this  period,  in  the 
most  critical  situation.  Surrounded  by  armies 
without,  and  assailed  within  by  all  the  artifices 
of  priestly  cunning,  <^)erating  upon  an  ignorant 
and  bigoted  peasantry,  they  roasted,  as  they 
had  done,  the  pressure  npon  them,  by  holding 
out  to  the  people  the  hope  of  a  reunion  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  under  the  Representative 
system — an  event  not  to  be  effected  if  the  an- 
cient Government  was  restored.  The  language 
of  the  Patriotsof  the  Oortee  was,  "  Uu  rension 


of  all  Spain  xmder  a  free  Government,  or  the 
indepenaenoe  and  freedom  of  Ultramar."  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Spanish 
America,  by  the  United  States,  struck  from  the 
Spanish  Patriots  their  best  defence,  and  the 
blow  was  more  fatal,  as  it  was  ^ven  by  a  free 
Government.  The  sequel  of  the  history  of  the 
Spanish  ocmstitution  is  soon  told ;  it  fell  before 
the  united  powers  oX  dimiestic  treadbeiT  and 
foreign  force.  Fi^otiam,  and  virtue,  and  imu^ 
oe'nce,  and  beau^,  were  agidu  driven  into  exile 
from  fur  Sp^  or  cast  into  loathsome  dnn.- 
geons,  while  generous,  nanantic,  and  heroic  val- 
or, was  dragged  on  a  hurdle,  with  every  mark 
indignity  bigotry  anA  cruelty  could  devise^ 
to  the  place  of  pablio  execution.  Liberty,  fly- 
ing from  the  fastnesses  of  Aaturias,  has  not 
found  a  resting-place  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, yet  still  hovers  over  Greece,  h<H>iiiig  to 
discover  a  refiige  among  the  ruins  d  her  an- 
cient temples. 

I  do  ooL  Mr.  Cbidrman,  mean  to  censure  the 
poUoy  which  has  been  pursued,  nw  to  enter 
into  any  examination  of  it  The  Gorermnent 
has  done  what  it  believed  its  dnW  to  the  pe(K 
pie  €i  the  United  St^es,  a  inty  which  is  too  apt 
to  Iw  ftrgotten  when  we  take  the  universe  un- 
der our  care,  which  is  departed  from  when  wa 
legislate  for  the  benefit  of  other  nations.  My 
purpose  is  answered,  if  I  have  shown  to  the 
committee  that,  in  the  recaption  of  Spanish 
America,  we  did  not  move  in  obedience  to  the 
love  of  Uberty,  or  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
extension  of  Bepresentative  Oovemments.  Had 
the  love  of  liberty  only  governed  our  actions, 
our  views  should  not  have  been  confined  to 
Spaniflh  Anterica,  or  to  America.  Man  is  our 
brother,  wherever  he  resides,  and  our  feelings 
and  wishes  are  as  strong  for  his  snffering  in 
Asia,  Africa,  or  Europe,  as  in  America.  What 
then  did  we  look  to  ?  To  our  interests,  which 
required  a  separation  of  the  Spanish  American 
Governments  iVom  each  other  and  from  ^Mun. 
The  character  of  these  Governments  is  to  the 
people,  for  or  by  whom  they  are  formed^ttf  the 
first  importance ;  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  of  but  a  secondary  conseqaenoe. 

Having  examined  what  the  President  pro- 
poses, touching  this  principle,  let  us  see  what 
he  proposes  on  the  other  great  subject  with 
which  the  principle  is  remotely  connected — 
the  great  sntjeot  of  "Kuiopean  inteiferenoe 
with  the  domestic  concenis  m  American  Oov- 
ermnents."  No  such  interference  is,  at  tiliia 
moment,  dreaded  or  menaced.  Why  disonas 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  our  resisting  it  t 
The  gentleman  firom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbb- 
btbb)  says  it  mnst  be  discussed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  (Mr.  MoLahb)  says  it  mnst 
not  be  discnssed.  Both  gentiemen  err  in  sup- 
posing that  there  is  any  intentitm  to  discuss 
resistance,  by  Uie  United  States,  of  European 
interference.  That  part  of  the  screw  Is  already 
turned  upon  ns.  (m  that  point  we  stand,  in 
the  opimon  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  oom- 
mitted.  The  parties  speaking  of  our  Ezeoor 
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tire  ud  the  Bpaniflh  American  Gorenunenta, 
•n  agreed  iip<»i  it — ^we  go  to  Panama  nnder 
an  inritation,  in  the  lan^page  of  the  Presidmt, 
to  take  into  consideratitm  the  means  of  renst- 
ing  interference  from  abnwd  with  the  domes- 
tio  concerns  of  the  American  GoTermnenta. 
In  allndiog  to  these  meant,  it  would  obvioaa- 
Ij  b«  premature,  at  this  time,  to  anticipate 
that  woich  is  offered  merely  as  matter  of 
GMistdtation,  or  to  pronoonoe  apon  those 
measores  which  have  been  or  may  be  sug- 
gested." We  go  to  diacQsa  means  and  meas- 
ures of  reriatanoe.  Ve  are  held  {hedged  to 
renat  European  iuterferenoa  with  the  dcHDeatio 
emoema  of  the  Spanish  American  States. 
That  the  United  States  are  not  pledged,  is  to 
w  well  known.  We  can  be  pledged  omj  hj 
treaty.  But  oar  neighbors  think  we  are ;  they 
act  under  this  deln^on,  and  oaght  to  be  nnde- 
eetved.  To  suppose  that  what  has  been  done 
by  this  and  the  former  Administration  has  im- 
posed no  obligation  apon  us,  would  be  to  com- 
mit an  ^^r^ons  mistake.  What  has  been 
done,  imposes  upon  as  aU  the  obligation  the 
EzecDtire  could,  by  his  own  act,  create.  I 
ipeak  not  of  the  Message  of  1828 :  I  speak  of 
we  lanfrnage  of  Mr.  Pomsett,  acting  under  the 
instmotums  of  the  Secretary  of  State :  and  of 
that  (»r  the  Secretary  of  State,  writing  under 
the  eye  of  the  President.  When  nations  ^ak, 
they  mean  something,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kaaaaehnsetta  (Ur.  Wkbstkb)  has  emphatically 
Hid.  Kations  speak  by  their  Ministers  or 
Chief  Maf^stratea.  Our  Monister  to  Mexico 
has  said  to  that  Government,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled, in  tbe  event  of  European  interference, 
to  take  the  most  active  and  efficient  part,  and 
to  bear  the  bnmt  of  the  contest.  It  is  alleged 
that  this  was  done  without  instmctions.  Sir, 
lock  at  the  instniotions,  you  will  find  hia  justifi- 
catioa.  He  was  instznoted  that  this  determina- 
tion to  reoat  Eanq>ean  interferwce,  was  the 
bans  of  onr  policy  towards  the  Amwiean 
Statea,  to  urge  the  Meidoan  QoTemment  to 
a^ypt  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Message 
ef  1£38 — "the  important  principles  of  inter- 
continental law."  In  the  lettors  written  to 
him,  the  Secretary  of  State  speaks  of  the  mem- 
oraiu  pledge  of  lb*.  Monroe.  In  the  answer 
to  the  official  communication  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
detailing  his  oouversation  With  the  Mexican 
Government,  there  is  neither  censure  of  the 
Uognage  need  by  him,  nor  caution  to  be  more 
guarded  in  fntore.  Indeed,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  his  oondnct  met  the  approbation  of  the 
ExeentiTe.  Hie  gentleman  from  Ibssachnsetts 
(Mr.  Wkbstkb)  thinks  that  Mr.  Poinsett's  lan- 
na^  waa  too  stroug,  bat  that  he  pnt  the 
llezicans  rifdit  in  August;  and  what  is  Mm- 
dosive  proof  that  the  Mexioans  do  not  consider 
u  say  farther  pledged  to  them  than  England 
ia  that  tlie  note  written  by  the  Mexican  ^re- 
tary  of  State  to  onr  Minister  and  to  the  Eoglish 
Charge  d'Affiurea,  on  the  subject  of  the  trana- 
ter  <rf  Cuba  to  France,  were  precisely  alike. 
The  gntlemaii,  from  an  indistinot  reooUection 
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<tf  dates  and  ftots,  has  ftllen  into  a  great  error. 
The  too  tVrmg  language  of  Mr.  Pomsett  was 
used  on  the  27th  of  September.  The  impr^ 
sion  prodnced  by  it  coiud  not  be  corrected  the 
preoedingmonth.  The  notes  to  Messrs.  Poin- 
sett and  Ward  were,  through  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Ward,  at  the  tiMexal  itutanee  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, ^^terbatim  etHteraHm^  the  same."  I^  in 
Angust,  the  Mexican  Secretary  thought  he  was 
authorized  to  demand  our  interference,  what 
langoage  wiU  he  not  now  hold  since  the 
memorable  conversation  ot  September  1  The 
dedaratiims  of  our  Sfuistars  are  alkfced  to 
have  been  mere  ailment — a  simple  reference 
to  the  past,  not  committing  nor  intended  to 
oommit  ns  to  any  thin^.  These  pretenoes  wiH 
not  serve.  Our  Minister  spoke  pltunly  and 
intelligibly,  of  existing  obligation  and  future 
action,  not  of  past  intention.  He  spoke  not  of 
the  dead  past,  but  of  the  living  present,  and 
the  pregnant  ftitnre.  How  will  we  escape  the 
oonseqnenoea  of  the  obligation  the  Executive 
has  thus  imposed  upon  the  United  States? 
If  the  event  occurs  which  our  Minister  autioi'' 
pated,  can  you  deny  the  existence  of  any  obligar 
tioB  ?  Or  will  you  hazard  the  declaration  that 
it  is  only  an  impar/eet  oblu^tion  ?  Or  shall 
we  find  uifety  and  honor  in  t£e  pnerile  sialism 
of  the  Department  of  Stote,  which  seeks  to 
avoid  a  fair  conclusion  by  abusing  a  term? 
The  Setn^tary  of  State  asserts  that  Mr.  Poinsett 
referred  alone  to  s  pledge  of  the  character  of 
that  of  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration,  a  pledge  to 
ourselves  and  to  our  posterity."  Is  this  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  what  he  declared, 
what  farther  we  were  ready  to  do  in  order  to 
defend  their  (the  Mexican's)  rights  and  liber- 
ties." A  pledge  to  posterity — a  pledge  to  omy 
selvesl  How  strange  that  vigorous  and  prac- 
tised minds  should  resort  to  saoh  defences  I 
The  existing  generation  bnt  to  often  gives  a 
pledge  for  posterity,  whidi  posterity  is  called 

rn  to  redeem.  A  pledge  to  posterity  nu^ 
ays  be  given  with  perfect  aeonrity.  Hie 
party  who  only  has  the  rif^t  to  demand  the 
redemption  of  a  pledge,  is  lie  to  whom  it  la 
^ven.  Posterity  can  never  make  such  demand 
until  the  present  Is  united  to  the  future. 

Equally  safe  is  a  pledge  to  ourselves.  The 
party  holding  the  pledge  can  release  it.  If  we 
ourselves  should  ever  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  call, 
at  an  inconvenient  season,  for  the  redemption 
of  a  pledge  ^ven  by  onrselves  to  ourselves,  we 
ourselves  can  release  ourseWea  from  the  obliga- 
tion to  redeem  the  pledge  ^ven  by  ourselves 
to  oarselves.  Ooola  the  genina  of  ridicule 
itself,  by  the  use  of  words,  produce  a  more 
whimsiMl  oonftision  of  ideas?  "The  people 
of  1^6  United  States  stood  pledged  to  posterity 
and  to  themselves."  If  we  have  given  any 
pledge,  it  has  been  given  to  some  power  or 

Sowers,  who  have  a  right  to  hold  it,  until  re- 
eemed  by  ns,  or  voluntarily  sorendered  by 
them.  Mr.  Monroe's  Message  was  no  pledge, 
for  it  was  addressed  to  no  power.  What  it 
has  become  ia  the  hands  of  the  present  Ad- 
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ministration,  is  another  and  cUstioct  inqniry, 
into  which  I  propoBe  to  enter,  after  I  have 
endeavored  to  ezptmn  what  that  Message  ori^- 
naUj  was.  The  circamstaaces  under  wiiich  it 
was  prepared,  furnish  the  hest  elnddation  of 
it.  After  the  sappression  of  free  GoTemments, 
in  Piednumt,  HTwles,  and  Spain,  on  the  princi- 
ples proclaimed  by  the  Holy  Allies,  in  the  suc- 
cessive Congresses  of,  Troppao,  I^ybacb,  and 
Verona,  it  was  seriously  apprehoided  that 
the  allied  soTereigns  vonld  extend  their  parent- 
al regards  to  this  continent.  This  apprehen- 
rion  was  the  more  reasonable,  as  the  principles 
npon  which  France  had  just  acted  in  Spain, 
in  the  suppression  of  the  oonstitntioDj  and  the 
restoration  of  the  despot,  could,  with  great 
facility,  be  brought  to  justify  an  intervention 
between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies — an 
intervention  the  Spanish  monarch  was  in- 
formally Bcdidting,  and  which  was  expected 
to  become  the  topic  of  disoiuaion,  at  least,  In 
Paris.  En^andf  who  had  renudned  a  tran- 
quil spectator  tx  the  outrages  committed  by 
organized  and  disciplined  deE^}Olism,  in  Italy 
and  Spain,  had  too  deep  an  interest  to  remain 
^eut  when  America  was  in  question.  To 

S've  decisive  eS&ct  to  the  warning  the  Briti^ 
inister  had  determined  to  give  to  the  allied 
monarchs,  he  wished  ns  to  join  in  it  Onr 
Mnister  to  London  was  asked  to  nuike,  in  con- 
cert with  England,  a  declaration  to  the  allied 
sovereigns.  'Without  instructions,  Mr.  Bush 
could  not  accede  to  this  proposal ;  but,  with  a 
boldness  highly  honorable  to  his  diplomatic 
character,  he  offered  to  take  the  responsibility 
at  this  measure,  if  Great  Britain  would  place 
herself  precisely  in  the  same  podti<Ki  as  the 
United  Btates,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  Span- 
ish American  independence.  As  Hr.  Canning 
was  not  pr^Mired  to  go  that  length,  the  decla- 
ration was  not  made  by  as.  No  doubt  (of  this, 
however,  I  speak  witiiout  certain  authority) 
some  official  commnnications  were  made  to 
the  President^  through  the  English  representa- 
tive in  Washmgton.  Coinciding  with  Britain 
in  the  policy  of  at  once  preventing,  by  an  im- 
mediate movement,  any  allied  intervention  in 
tho  Spanish  contest  on  tiiis  continent,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  place  of  an  official  note  to  the  allies, 
expressed  bis  opinltms  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
gress. This  course  was  rerannmended  by  two 
Yerj  important  reasons :  we  avoided  by  it  any 
entanglement,  the  necessary  consequence  of 
our  movement,  if  made  in  concert  with  another 
power ;  the  other,  and  more  decisive  considera- 
tion, was,  tiiat,  by  a  Message  to  Congress, 
while  it  would  fully  explain  tlie  views  of  the 
Chief  Ma^trate,  this  Government  would  be, 
as  to  its  future  course,  least  committed,  yf^ai 
did  the  Mcssa^  of  1823  assert?  "That  we 
should  consider  any  attempt  made  by  the  Eu- 
ropean alliance,  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere,  as  dangerous  to 
our  peace  and  security.^'  That  "  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purposes  of  op- 
preadng "  the  Spanish  Amerloan  StateBi,  ac- 


knowledged  by  us,  "or  controlling,  in  any 
other  manner,  their  destiny,  by  any  European 
power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  tiie  mauifes- 
tation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards 
tiie  United  States."  To  what  system  does  the 
President  allude?  It  is  UBually  taken  fyr. 
granted,  tJiat  he  oIladeB  to  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment ;  that  he  c<Huidered  the  establishment  oi 
such  Governments  on  any  part  of  tiiis  hemi»* 
phere,  "  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and  secu- 
rity." A  little  reflection  will  show  that  this 
conclusion  is  erroneous.  No  President  conld 
have  so  degrading  an  opinion  of  our  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  people,  whose  will  created  it, 
and  whose  valor  will  support  it,  as  to  believe 
that  the  existence  of  a  despotic  Government 
in  any  part  of  this  hemisphere,  is  dangerous  to 
our  secority.  He  who  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  imperial  Governments  of  Don 
Pedro  of  BraxU,  ana  Itnrbide  ui  Mexico,  with 
the  same  alaoribr  that  he  did  the  BepnUicaa 
Governments  of  Odombia,  CUU,  and  Baenos 
Ayres,  eertunly  did  not  entert^n  anch  an 
opinion.  To  what,  then,  did  he  allndef  He 
alluded  to  the  system  eBtablisbed  by  the  allies, 
as  explained  at  their  different  Congresses,  and 
as  acted  upon,  formerly  in  France,  and  recent- 
ly in  Italy  and  Sptun.  He  alludra  to  the  sys- 
tem of  interference,  by  an  armed  force,  in  the 
domestic  afffurs  of  nations,  under  the  pretext 
of  muntaining  or  restoring  domestic  peace, 
and  placing  the  institutions  of  the  invaded  coun- 
try on  such  bases  as  would  afford  salutary 
guarantees  to  the  general  tranquillity.  The 
essential  difibrence  between  oar  system  and 
that  Ot  the  allies  q£  which  the  Prerident  speaksi, 
in  the  same  Meoage,  arises  tnym  onr  assertins, 
and  umformly  acting  on  the  principle  on  which 
our  Govwnment  is  erected,  that  every  people 
have  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  conceraa 
in  their  own  way ;  to  live  under  such  a  Gov- 
ernment as  they  may  choose  to  establish ;  to 
change  it  at  their  pleasure,  whenever  a  change 
is  necessary  to  their  happiness  and  prosperity. 
This  principle  is  true  everywhere;  but,  in  the 
maintenance  of  it  in  Europe,  we  have  but  a 
remote — in  the  maintenance  of  it  in  America, 
a  direct,  interest.  The  law  of  self-defence  re- 
quires us  to  act,  whenever  any  combination  of 
powers — ^Adatiia,  AMcan,  Enn^iean,  or  Ameri- 
can— ^intertoes  with  the  domestio  concerns  oi 
the  American  States.  This  was  all  that  was 
rightfUly  asserted  by  the  Message  of  1828. 
The  motive  of  interference  does  not  enter  into 
the  question.  If  the  interference  was  in  a  cru- 
sade against  liberty,  it  was  not  "  dangerous  to 
our  peace,"  but  a  direct  attack  upon  us.  If 
the  crusade  began  at  Patagonia,  it  would  not 
end  at  Mexico.  I^  for  the  purposes  of  oppres- 
sion, to  gratify  ambition,  or  to  eastuu  the 
sinldng  cause  of  a  cruel  tyranny,  the  interfer- 
ence would  be  a  gross  wrong,  which  we,  of 
right,  might  arm.  and  act  to  prevent  But 
what  effect  has  the  assertion  or  these  prind- 
plea,  in  an  Executive  Message,  prodnoed  iqioa 
ns!  Has  it  proved  th^  truth  I  Their  trath 
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hid  serer  heaoj  and  Is  noLdonbted.  Did  it 
^  Ds  to  act  upon  them  ?  We  should,  in  case 
of  neoesBifcj-,  have  acted  upon  than,  had  thej 
not  been  asserted ;  and  we  shall  act  upon  them 
wbeoeyer  an  emM^noy  may  reqoire  it,  with- 
DQt  regard  to  the  Message ;  and  oar  mode  of 
action  will  be  preelBely  t£e  same  as  if  the  Hes- 
aover  had  been  sent  to  ns.  How  we  shall 
Mt,  will  be  decided  by  CJongress,  whose  will 
ii  83  completely  unfettered,  as  if  the  Message 
never  had  been  prmared,  or  its  autbor  never 
bad  existed.  I  spewc,  rir,  of  the  Message,  un- 
Muweted  with  uw  use  snbseqnently  made  of 
it  Whstt  it  has  now  beoonks,  I  will  show  to 
eommittee.  Under  the  plas^  band  of 
iBother  wtist,  a  Message  of  a  President  to 
CoDgresB  bas  been  converted  into  a  bond  unit- 
ing onr  destiny  to  that  of  Spanish  America. 
A  deelsratioD,  foonded  on  the  law  oi  self-do- 
fence,  has  been  changed  to  a  pledge  of  guar- 
dianship and  protection  of  aU  the  Spanish 
Amencan  Qovemments :  the  condemnation  of 
the  principles  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  into  the 
assertion  of  the  right,  in  this  continent,  to  act 
open  the  same  principles.  Oan  gentlemen 
doabt  that  theae  cbangra  have  been  wroiwht, 
crattMiqitedl.  The  ooErespondenoe  with  Mezi- 
eo  proves  them  beyond  dispute.  The  last 
metamorphoris  m»j  be  fennd  in  the  iostruo- 
tions  of  the  36th  of  Haroh,  1625,  to  Mr.  Poin- 
sett. ySr.  Clay  writM :  "  the  political  systems 
ot  the  two  continents  (Europe  and  America) 
ire  essentially  different  Each  has  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  jndge  for  itself  what  is  best  suited 
to  its  own  condition,  and  moat  likely  to  pro- 
mote its  happiness ;  but  neither  has  a  right  to 
enforce  upon  the  other  the  establishment  of 
its  peculiar  system." 

Now,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  seeni.  here  is  ^e 
acknowledgment  trf  the  right  of  the  allied 
sovereigns  to  do  all  tlut  baa  been  d(Hie  by  them 
in  Earope,  and  the  asaerUoa  of  the  right  of  any 
Americaa,  aOiaaoe  to  do  what  it  ^eas»  on 
this  continent.   The  exclusive  continental  right 
of  r^olating  its  own  system,  can  only  be  ezer- 
cuei  by  the  instromentality  of  the  power  of 
the  great  nations  occupying  it.   The  Uoly  Al- 
lies have  dode  no  more  than  proclaim  and  act 
upoa  this  doctrine,  in  Europe.   Are  we  to  copy 
their  detestable  sample  here  ?   The  principle 
asserted  is  equally  false,  applied  to  either  conti- 
nent;  and  equally  &ise,  however  pure  the 
motive  of  its  i^Iication.   Its  apparent  plausi- 
UUty  arises  from  assuming  that  to  be  true  of  a 
conUnent,  oocaped  by  many  nation^  which  is 
true  of  eaiA  nation  that  fMwnpies  it.  Every 
nation  has  the  exdumve  right  to  Judge  for  itself 
what  is  best  suited  to  its  own  condition.  Any 
interference  with  that  right,  is  equally  detest- 
able in  prindple,  whether  made  by  powers 
occupying  the  same  or  a  different  continent. 

continent  has  a  right  to  prescribe  to  the 
nations  composing  it  any  regulation  whatsoever 
of  its  internal  a&irs.  Connected  with  the 
ivoposed  Mtsnon  to  Panania,  with  the  oharae- 
t«r  of  the  aasembly  of  nations  which  la  to  meet 
VouDL^iS 
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there,  and  the  jiecnliar  stipulation  of  the  trea- 
ties formed  touching  the  powers,  or  rather  ob- 
jects, of  that  assembly,  this  attempt  to  intro- 
duce this  new  term  of  inter«mtiMntdl  rights 
into  the  code  of  national  law,  is  ominous  of  the 
intentions  of  our  present  Palinurus.  It  is  to 
concert  means  of  resisting  European  interfer- 
ence ;  these  being  considered  as  the  principles 
of  Mr.  V^onroe's  Message,  that  we  have  been 
invited,  and  have  consented  to  go  to  Panama. 
We  go  not  to  undeceive  them ;  not  to  expl^ 
to  them  tiieir  mist^e,  in  snpporing  us  pigged 
to  any  effiHts  for  the  defence  of  their  rights ; 
but  to  discuss  the  question  of  meims,  as  u  the 
pledge  existed  in  its  fall  force,  as  presented  to 
Mexico,  by  onr  Minister.  Supposing  no  treaty 
engagement  is  made,  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  a  formal  discussion,  and  a  formal  agreement 
recorded  in  the  protocols  of  the  Assembly! 
Bat  the  President  does  not  tell  as  that  he  will 
not  make  a  treaty.  He  says  "  a  Joint  declara- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  obtrasive  interfer- 
ence from  abroad,  and  the  exposure  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  the  oco4ision 
would  reqnire.  Whether  the  United  Statea 
shotdd  or  sfaonld  not  be  parties  to  such  a  dec- 
laration, may  Justly  form  a  part  of  the  delibera- 
tion."  Iliis  deduration  wul  be  signed  by  our 
Ministers,  if  they  think  it  expedient.  That 
they  will  be  pressed  to  Join  in  it,  cannot  be 
doubted,  when  we  reflect  on  the  situation  <tf 
the  South  American  States.  What  will  be  the 
effect  of  sach  a  Joint  declaration,  to  which  we 
become  parties,  about  which  we  shall  not  be 
consulted,  nor  will  the  Senate  be  asked  for 
their  advice?  Will  we  not  stand  still  more 
deeply  involved  than  we  now  are  ?  Am  I  not 
Jastified  by  this  examination  of  this  subject,  la 
believing  that  the  public  interest  requires  no 
negotiation  at  Panama  respecting  it?  It  U  not 
necess^  to  discnss  how  we  shall  exennse  onr 
discretion,  when  the  lawless  intervention 
any  power,  European  or  .^erican,  in  the 
domestic  concerns  of  a  neighboring  State,  shall 
impose  upon  us  the  necessity  to  act.  Instead 
of  discussing  the  propriety  of  our  uniting  in  a 
declaration,  our  Ministers  should  go  to  extri- 
cate U9  from  the  embarrassments  created  by 
Uie  imprudent  diplomatic  and  Execative  decla- 
rations already  made;  with  orders  to  with- 
draw OB  from  the  eddy,  not  with  the  power  to> 
plunge  us  still  deeper  into  the  vortex  of  im- 
plied pledges  to  defend  Spanish  American 
rights  and  Uberties. 

We  most  not  fbrget,  Mr.  Ohairman,  tihat  thft 
language  of  the  Prendent  does  not  exdnde  tho 
idea  of  forming  a  treaty  on  this,  as  wdl  as  on 
the  other  basis  of  the  American  system — eolcmi- 
zation.  Coinciding  with  the  President,  as  they 
suppose,  honorable  gentlemen  tell  us  that  wo 
mast  have  Republics  on  this  side  the  Atlantic 
We  mvxt  have  Beptibliet.  How  must  we  estab- 
lish them  ?  Our  own  Bepublic  exists  by  popu- 
lar will.  Our  will  cannot  control  our  neigh- 
bors, uule^  enforced  by  oar  power.  Do  we 
nwan  to  force  onr  Ameoioan  nelgfatwra-  to  be 
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free,  contrary  to  th^  imhes?  Geutlunen, 
In  their  infinite  lore  of  free  institntions,  abandw 
the  first  prinoiplea  of  our  own  insUtonona,  and 
are  prepared  to  imitate  those  allianoes  wldoh 
they,  at  the  same  moment,  condemn.  Neither 
reli^on  nor  liberty  can  1>e,  on  jost  principles, 
propagated  by 'the  sword.  These  same  gentle- 
men, while  they  join  onr  committee  in  fwboing 
ijie  opinims  of  tne  President,  that  "great  po- 
litical interests  will  be  discussed  at  Panama," 
that  tiie  decisions  of  our  Ministers  "  will  act 
on  us  "  politically,  also  profess  themselTes  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  no  entangling  alliances  are 
Intended,  or  likely  to  arise  out  of  the  proposed 
mission.  While  I  consider  these  opinioos  de- 
huive^  I  ask  gentlemen  who  entertdn  them — to 
explain  how  their  intentions  can  be  accom- 
plished, how  onr  political  iutere^  are  to  be 
snwded,  wlUioat  treaties  with  those  whose 
dedsions  are  so  important  to  us,  and  upon 
tiiose  points  especially  which  touch  our  politi- 
cal interests?  Snob  treaties  will  necessarily 
expose  the  destiny  of  our  country  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  other  iuU>ion8.  Every  alliance  is,  in 
my  judgment,  entanglmg,  which  places  our 
peace  on  the  discretion  or  movements  of  any 
other  Government,  whether  we  are  to  play 
the  part  of  guardians,  allies,  or  audliaries. 
The  President,  and  the  honorable  membOTS  of 
this  House  who  justify  bis  course,  wit^  one 
Itreath,  deny  the  oanger  of  entangling  alliances, 
ftnd,  in  tiie  next,  argue  that  they  are  inevi- 

fflr,  on  this  sabjeot  of  the  form  of  the  Gov- 
ernments on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  no  error 
more  &tal  to  the  fttture  prosperity  of  this  peo- 
ple could  be  committed  than  that  of  believing 
that  our  interests  require  us  to  act  on  difiSerent 
principles  than  those  which  have  usually,  if  not 
always,  regulated  our  Government,  In  the 
forma  of  the  Governments  of  other  nations  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere ;  and  it  is  indiffer- 
ent where  those  nations  live.  AmericSjAfrica, 
Asia,  Europe,  are  to  us  the  same.  We  will 
that  our  Government  shall  be  free.  Let  otiier 
nations  aserdse  th^  wiU.  If  wisely,  in  copy- 
ing onr  Institutions,  and  conAnming  to  our 

Srmciples,  they  will  secure  their  own  prosper- 
V  and  our  respect ;  if  madly,  in  copying  the 
follies  of  the  Hebrews,  who  were  discontented 
without  a  king,  let  them  suffer  the  appropriate 
penalty.  The  gratification  their  wishes  will 
oring  with  it  ^e  punishment  for  their  absurd- 
ity. The  very  diigerous  ideas  of  our  Chief 
luristrates,  touching  our  future  intercourse 
with  the  Governments  of  this  oontinrat,  is 
forcibly  illustrated  by  referring  to  anot^ier 
anlgect  proposed  to  be  snbmitted  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Ministers  who  are  to  go  to  Panama 
— Religion.  A  rabject  the  immortal  authors 
of  our  oonatitntim  would  not  pennit  na  to 
tonoh,  Is  to  be  made  a  part  of  Qm  Instmotions 
oi  our  Chief  Ma^trate  to  this  new  mission. 
I  will  not  take  the  pains  to  point  out  the 
change  in  the  mind  of  uwFretideD^  ase^bit- 
fldinhii  Message  to  ua  and  to  the  Sttoate,  nor 


to  dwell  on  the  fact  that  all  the  wishes  of  the 
President^  as  expressed  in  the  Message  to  us, 
have  beni  already  acounplished,  as  regards 
those  American  Governments  with  whom  we 
have  already  formed  toeatiM,  and  that  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  otiier  ^vemmenta  doee 
not  show  the  smallest  probabliQr  of  any  diffi- 
culty of  succeeding  to  the  same  «tent  with 
those  with  whom  we  are  yet  n^otaating ;  hot 
I  deem  it  important  to  press  on  the  attencicm 
of  the  committee  that  our  Chief  Ma^strates 
have  considered  it  "  as  among  the  duties  de- 
volved upon  us,  in  the  formation  of  our  future 
relations  with  onr  Southern  neighbors,  to  use 
all  the  moral  infinence  which  we  can  exercise, 
whether  of  exami^  'of  Mendly  counsel,  or  of 
persnatiou,"  to  eslabtiBh  dvU  and  reli^ow 
ubttrty  anumg  them. 

I  otmftss  to  yon,  Tiz,  CSitinnan,  that  I  wn 
not  prepared  to  expect  a  denunciation  of  pri- 
vateering from  Ha^achusette ;  and  when  I  lo<^ 
at  the  incidents  of  the  Bevolution  and  of  the 
late  war,  I  am  filled  with  wonder  that  any  pol- 
itician of  our  country  should  desire  to  see  it 
formally  denounced  by  an  assembly  of  national 
Of  the  fifteen  hundred  vessels  taken  from  Great 
Britain  during  the  late  contest,  Italancing  the 
account  of  her  plunder  of  our  citizens  on  the 
ocean,  how  many  were  captured  by  publio 
anued  ships  ?  I  diould  be  happy  to  hear  a  fair 
explanati<m  teom  tlie  gentleman  frtnn  Maaadm- 
setts,  (Mr.  WKBsnnt,)  who  has  addressed  na  on 
this  subject  (tf  the  aiffsraice,  on  moral  prind- 
plea,  of  oaptoring  the  private  ivoperty  of  an  en- 
emy oa  the  ocean  by  canmisntmed  pnblio  Tea- 
sels <tf  war,  and  oomndaaioned  {wivate  veaseb 
of  war. 

IMr.  WaBSTKB  said  he  had  (pven  no  opinion.] 
True,  sir,  the  gentleman  gave  ua  no  opinicm ; 
he  gave  us  an  argument  in  defence  of  the  Pres- 
ident's opinion,  who  "cannot  exaggerate  to 
himself  the  niuading  glory  with  which  the 
United  States  will  go  forth  in  the  memory  of 
ftitnre  ages,"  if,  through  onr  moral  influencev 
the  SonUi  American  States  abtdish  private  war 
on  tite  ocean. 

"iSr.  Chairman.  I  otmfesa,  witbont  heritatiiMi, 
that  I  am  unwilling  to  surender  this  powerf^ 
inurnment (tfoffienrivedefenoe;  andwhatlam 
nnwiUing  to  snirender  to  a  powerful  maritime 
State  I  would  be  ashamed  to  ask  of  onr  feeble 
neighbors.  Nor  can  I  leave  this  subject  with- 
out protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  a  force  prepared  by  the 
resources  of  the  Government  end  that  prepared 
by  individual  enterprise,  controlled  and  direct- 
ed by  public  law.  As  much  gallantry,  hero- 
ism, courtesy,  and  patriotism,  have  been  dte- 
played  on  the  decks  of  onr  privateers,  as  hare 
ever  been  exhiUted,  except  <m  the  decks  of  onr 
ownpnUie  sl^  of  war.  That  Endand,  with 
her  ewanua  of  smalljmUia  vessels  of  war,  oom- 
manded  hj  petty  officers,  who  have  enridied 
themselves  by  preying  upon  bdligerent  and 
nentral  commeroei  shoold  invei^  against  the 
nse  oi  {nlvatoers,  It  satnxal  and  a^npriato; 
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tiiat  there  should  be  converts  to  her  doctrines 
in  this  conntry  is  to  be  deeply  regretted.  The 
President,  however,  is  not  sangaine  in  his  hopes 
of  effecting  so  mnch  as  the  abolilion  of  private 
war  on  the  ooean,  at  Panama.  He  believes  it 
will  be  practicable  to  establish  the  prinoiple 
that  the  friendly  flag  shall  cover  the  oai^. 
The  rale  that  free  ships  make  free  goods  has 
beat  diaeossed  for  oentnries ;  after  varions  ef- 
forts, the  rule  of  maritime  war,  as  it  at  present 
ttists,  that  enemies*  good^  imder  a  friend's 
llaf  ,  was  prize  of  war,  and  a  Mend's  goods,  un- 
der an  enemy's  flag,  not  prize  of  war,  has  been 
qnietly  adopted.  For  the  seonrity  of  the  prop- 
erty of  our  citizens,  it  is  praotie^y  sufficient. 
The  recnrrence  to  the  dispated  doctrine  can 
only  be  important  to  the  carriers  of  the  cargoes 
of  belligerents,  and  to  the  feeble  maritime  pow- 
ers who  may  be  eoga^  in  war.  Haritime 
strength  will  not  amnit  the  rule;  maritime 
weakness  willingly  adopts  it.  What  does  oar 
Chief  Maeistrate  propose!  To  oompel  the 
powerful  by  combining  together  the  feeble 
States  f  Ko,  sir,  he  proposes  to  adopt  th» 
principle  as  applicable  onf^  to  those  who  ad- 
mit it.  Id  a  former  disoossionf  I  took  occasion 
to  show  that  the  stipulation  to  that  extent  al- 
ready made  with  Colombia,  might  lead  to  great 
embarrassments  with  Spain,  with  whom  we 
hare  a  similar  stipnlfttion.  I  will  not  repeat 
what  I  then  urged,  preferring  to  rely  on  the 
recollection  of  the  committee. 

The  basis  of  onr  relations  with  Hajti  cannot 
be  changed,  unless,  indeed,  the  anticipations  of 
our  sister  Bepublic  of  Colombia  should  be  re- 
alized, and  other  porta  of  mr  hemisphere  should 
bein  l£lv0if«ttiMtoM«>.  And  what,  Hr.Ohair- 
man,  does  our  KncntiTe  aajr  on  this  proposition 
to  discnas  the  bads  on  wMch  onr  retations  with 
Ajti  shall  be  i^oed  ?  He  thinks  it  may  be  a 
question  of  preliminary  advisement,  whether 
me  political  condition  of  Hayti  be  brought  at 
all  into  discussion.  Aware,  however,  by  the 
official  notice  from  tiie  Colombian  Minister, 
that  the  questioa  of  Hayti  is  to  be  not  only  dis- 
coaaed,  but  determined,  the  President  proceeds 
to  inform  us  tiiat  onr  Ministers  will  be  instructed 
to  present  certain  views  to  the  assembly,  uid, 
if  they  are  not  concurred  iu,  to  decline  acced- 
ing to  any  arrangement  which  may  be  proposed 
on  different  printnples.  What  views  are  uieset 
The  Hi^tiena  Wd  a  nominal  sovereignty^  by 
the  grant  of  a  foreign  prince,  noder  conditums 
eqidvalent  to  a  oonoesnon  by  tbam  of  exclouve 
commercial  advantages  to  we  snlgects  of  that 
niiu».  This  statement  is  not  now  true ;  the 
Uaytlens  refuse  to  facdd  their  independence  aa 
the  boon  from  France — what  else  ia  to  be  urged 
by  oar  Miniatera  ?  *'  There  are  certain  cireum- 
tbmeet  in  the  political  oondition  of  that  idand, 
which  have  hitherto  forbidden  our  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  independence."  I  trust,  sir,  by 
tins  declaration,  the  President  does  not  mean 
to  intimate  that  these  circnmstuices  are  not 
icntfrtar  to  prevent  that  admowledament.  I 
tike  it  for  ffvnted,  that  he  Is  not  so  loBt  to  his 
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duty — ^why,  then,  should  these  views  I>e  pre- 
sented to  the  assembly  at  .Panama  1  HI  un- 
derstand the  object,  it  is  to  exeute  tlie  United 
States  for  their  Uliberality  in  declining  to  accede 
to  the  arrangement,  which  will  certainly  be  pro- 
posed on  different  principles.  I  trust,  sir,  we 
shall  not  be  thus  degraded.  I  should,  I  con- 
fess see  with  dread,  ^e  punfU  task  of  thus  de> 
fuiding  the  TTnited  States,  imposed  upon  the 
President  of  an  Abolition  Society.  As  the  Exec- 
utive does  not  propose  to  form  an  agreemmt, 
all  disduHuon  is  nadess ;  whatever  maj  be  his 
iutentitHiL  no  treaty  can  be  ratified  which  pro- 
poses to  change  the  basis  of  our  relations  witii 
Hayti,  or  any  other  part  of  onr  hemisphere, 
which  may  hereafter  be  in  like  dronmatanoes." 
With  the  movements  of  the  neighboring  nations 
towards  Hayti,  we  have  no  concern.  Let  them 
aot.  Southern  feeling,  pr^udice,  if  gentiemen 
prefer  the  term,  should  prevent  onr  t^ecutive 
from  naming  this  topic  in  any  assembly  of  na- 
tions. 

The  great  ol^ieot  of  the  Misnon  to  Panama  is 
yet  to  be  eonaiuered ;  the  destiny  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bioo  is  also  to  be  fixed  at  the  Is&mns. 
Whatever  may  be  onr  wishes,  no  one  proposes 
we  shall  negotiate  treaties  with  the  American 
States  relative  to  these  idands.  Remonstrance, 
advice,  nay,  a  treaty  cannot  be  necessai?.  For 
the  defence  of  my  amendment,  the  admission 
made  by  gentiemen  would  be  sufficient,  but 
this  br&DCQ  of  the  discussion  is  too  mter- 
esting  to  be  lightly  touched.  I  would,  then^ 
inquire  upon  what  prinoiple  it  is  that  the  names 
of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  are  joined  together, 
by  the  Administration,  and  hj  the  advocates  of 
this  mission!  The  fate  of  Porto  Rico,  lying 
beyond  Hayti,  more  tfaanathonsand  miles  uwn 
the  Caf>e  Florida,  is  bat  little  more  interest- 
ing to  ns  than  that  of  -any  of  the  leeward  id- 
anda.  It  eannot,  into  whatever  hands  it  mar 
pass,  be  a  source  of  serious  danger  to  tiie  United 
States ;  and  yet,  sir,  it  seems  to  be  oonndered 
in  the  same  light  as  Cuba,  lying  in  Scoot  of  our 
territory,  within  a  day's  s^  of  our  most  ex- 
posed fronting  and  in  the  centre  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  law  of  self-preservation  com- 
pels us  to  watch  with  anxiety  over  the  destiny 
of  Cuba ;  with  that  of  Porto  Rico  we  have  no 
greater  interests  that  we  have  in  tiie  destiny  of 
the  West  India  isUhds — not,  in  fact,  as  deep 
an  intwest  as  we  hare  in  the  fate  of  Jamaica. 
Confining  my  remarks  to  Oubo,  I  ask  gentie- 
men npon  what  ground  it  is  that  they  expect 
we  shall  assist  in  the  discussion  of  the  qoea* 
tion  of  Cuba  at  Panama!  It  is  strirtly  a  bel- 
ligerent question.   Our  Ministers  will  be  told, 

by  the  terms  of  the  invitation  to  yoar  Oov- 
emment,  and  its  acceptance,  this  is  a  matter  on 
which  you  cannot  be  heard."  If  defiarence  to 
our  Government  should  induce  the  assembly 
to  waive  this  exception,  what  can  your  Miaia- 
ters  say  7  If  you  take  CuIm  from  Spain,  you 
endanger  tiie  Southern  States.  What  will  be 
tba  answer.  ?  Cuba,  in  the  hands  of  Spfun,  is, 
and  erw  will      tlw  source  of  mflnite  evil  to 
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UB ;  her  possession  of  it  is  incompatible  with 
onr  secnrity  and  independence.  Will  yonr 
Hinistera  be  instmoted  to  tell  them,  yon  shall 
not  touch  Onba  ?  Will  the  luw  of  self-preser- 
Tation  justify  this  interrenticn  between  the 
belligerents,  anthorize  ns  to  demand  a  restric- 
tion of  the  rights  of  lawful  war  ?  Our  danger 
fh>m  this  Boarce  is  remote,  nnh^pily  but  too 
probable,  yet  still  eontin^t.  Ilie  danger  of 
the  Spaniui  Americans  is  immediate  and  press- 
ii^.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  important  to  the  char- 
acter of  onr  Govenmient,  that,  od  this  subject, 
we  should  make  no  pretensions  which  are  not 
strictly  Just  in  themselves,  and  which  we  are 
not  prepared,  at  every  hazard,  to  snstun.  The 
contest  witii  Spain  never  will  be  brought  to  an 
end,  if  Onba  is  not  wrested  from  her  by  the 
Spanish  Americans.  It  affords  revenne  to  her 
exhausted  Treasury,  refuge  to  her  beaten 
troops,  refreshment  and  secnrity  to  her  wea- 
ried mariners.  It  Is  the  Jungle  in  which  the 
Royal  Tiger  hides  himself  that  he  may  spring, 
unawares,  np<m  his  nnsnspeeUng  prev.  The 
people  of  the  island  are  nnder  a  grinding  des- 
potism, from  which  they  long  since  wonla  have 
sought  to  free  themselves,  but  from  the  pecali- 
ari^  of  their  situation.  They  dare  not  str^e 
tor  freedom,  without  promises  of  assistance  and 
protection,  which  no  neutral  nation  can  give, 
without  a  violation  of  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  national  morality.  Shall  we  say,  then,  to 
the  Governments  of  Spanish  America,  who 
have  the  right  to  drive  the  tiger  ft«m  his  hid- 
ing place,  and  free  their  brethren  from  tyranny 
and  oppresion.  Wince  not ;  suffer  patiently  the 
present,  endure  with  fortitude  the  fatnre  dan- 
ger; give  not  freedom  to  yonr  fellows;  it  is 
mcompatible  with  onr  intovsta,  and  may  en- 
danger our  tranqnilli^  (  I  envy  no  man*s  fate, 
who  bears  instmoHons  to  hold  snch  language 
on  Continent  or  Isthmus.  I  shall  feel  deeply 
homilyited,  as  an  American,  if  such  instmctions 
are  ever  given  by  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  "nie  destiny  of  Cuba  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  political  problems  of  the  present  time. 
I  wish  it  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  or 
some  power  strong  enough  to  preserve  its 
internal  tranquillity,  and  yet  too  feeble  to  he 
dangerons  to  uie  commerce  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. This  desire  is,  I  tmst  excusable ;  but  an 
active  effort  to  secure  to  ^lain  her  dominions, 
would  be  criioinaL  While  we  proclaim  onndves 
the  friendl  of  Spanidi  American  liberty,  we  can- 
not, without  the  basest  selfishness,  seek  to  e<m- 
demn  Cuba  to  eternal  slavery.  The  orgaidc  laws 
of  Colombia  imd  Mexico  renderit  impossible  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Cuba  should  willingly  unite 
their  destiny  to  either  Government;  yet  the 
right  of  these  two  Governments  to  conquer  the 
island  cannot  be  disputed — the  means  of  effect- 
ing the  conquest  are  insurrection  and  massacre 
—without  a  rraort  to  these,  the  efforts  of  the 
combined  Governments  will  probab^be  insuf- 
ficient. 

What  shall  ire  da  ^  I  Onr  daty  to  them 
and  to  oonehres  pmnts  to  onr  oonrse.  Give 
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them  plainly  to  understand  that  we  will  not 
suffer  the  scenes  of  St.  Domingo  to  be  acted  in 
Caba.  That,  while  we  do  not  interfere  in  any 
manner,  to  control  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of 
war,  we  should  act  effectively  on  the  law  of 
self-preservation,  the  moment  their  movenenta 
in  Cuba  sliould  m^e  it  necessary.  To  meet 
this  contingency,  immediate  preparation  sboidd 
be  made.  Honorable  genUemen  oi  this  House 
thhik,  however,  that  afl  that  is  proper  has  been 
done,  or  will  be  done^  at  Panama.  Will  these 
gentlemen  reflect  for  a  few  moments  on  the 
extraordinary  drcnmstanoes  nnder  which  we 
are  to  present  ourselves  at  this  assembly  of  nar 
Uona?  We,  ^e  freest  nation  on  the  globe^ 
professing  to  be  at  the  head,  at  least,  of  the 
American  States,  go  to  Panama  under  the  aas- 
pices  of  the  Holy  Alliance — we  go  with  oar 
great  and  magnanimous  friend,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  to  support  ns,  whose  intervention  has 
been  invoked  by  our  Executive  in  the  name  of 
benevolence,  ana  to  maintain  le^timat^.  Here- 
tofore, during  every  change  of  the  Tarying  con- 
test, we  have  refruned  from  inteiwing  our- 
selves, and  protested  agfunst  the  internnrenee 
of  other  powers,  especially  the  Hc^y  Alliance ; 
but  now,  sir,  when  the  dominion  of  Spain  is 
lost  on  the  cont^ent,  she  herself,  almost  at  the 
fact  of  her  former  eolMiies — now,  we  interfere 
to  preserve  her ;  we  invoke  the  head  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  to  use  his  influence  with  one  of 
the  League,  holding  out  to  her  hopes  the  fair 
islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  promising 
the  preservation  to  her  of  these  last  relics  of 
her  American  despotism.  How  could  the  Em- 
peror resist  our  sedating  call  t  He  pnnuises  to 
consult  his  Allies;  but  nuvk,  Hr.  C3i airman, 
the  condltjon  of  this  pomise.  Until  Spain's 
ulterior  views  are  poratively  ascertained,  with 
regard  to  her  American  possesmons,  and  her 
decision  upon  the  proposition  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  opinion  of  her  Allies,  on  the 
same  subject,  are  also  known,  Rus^  cannot 
give  a  definite  answer.  In  the  meanwhUe,  she 
is  pleased  to  hope  the  United  States  will  use 
t^eir  influence  m  defeating,  as  far  as  may 
be  in  their  power,  every  enterprise  against 
these  islands,  &o.  Onr  influence  is  ex- 
pected to  be  used,  yon  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
defeat  every  enterprise  against  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  and  we  go  to  Panama,  as  I  solemnly  be- 
lieve, to  avoid  the  respandbility  thus  most 
wantcmly  and  idly  incurred.  It  will  not  es- 
cape the  most  casual  observer,  that  we  hare 
given  to  Spain  a  powerful  motive  for  adhering 
to  her  usual  policy  of  delay.  Until  she  decides 
on  the  question  presented  by  the  United  States, 
our  influence  and  that  of  the  whole  alliance  of 
the  Holy  Powers  is  to  be  exerted  to  prevent 
any  change  in  the  present  condition  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Rico.  How,  wr,  are  we  to  escape 
the  toils  into  which  the  Executive  has  contrived 
to  wind  himself?  It  is  apparent  that  he  feels 
the  net  around  him,  and  hence  arises  the  differ- 
ence in  the  language  of  the  first  letter  to  Mr. 
IGddleton,  invoking  the  Imperial  benervdeDoe 
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and  of  the  answer  to  Ur.  Hiddletoa's  letter, 
aonoimciDg  that  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to 
show  his  beneTolenco,  and  to  muntain  legiti- 
macy. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mi^sa- 
chodots  (Ur.  Wsbstbb)  mistakes  entirely,  when 
he  supposes  that  the  contradictory  language  of 
oar  Secretary  of  Sti^  is  foand  in  bis  lett^ 
to  Snsna  and  the  Sooth  Amerioaa  Goveni- 
ments.  So  far  as  ve  are  infmned,  then  has 
been  no  eommonic^on  to  our  rister  Bepablica 
on  the  important  qnestion  of  Caba,  except  the 
annonciation  of  our  friendly  efforts  with  the 
Holy  Alliance,  and  the  an^estion  that  tiie  sus- 
pendion  of  all  atempts  on  the  islands  of  Oaha 
and  Porto  Rioo,  ^'  would  have  a  salatary  influ- 
ence on  the  grMt  work  of  peace "  a  snspen- 
■ion  dae  to  the  enlightened  intentions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Rosua,  opon  whom  it  oonld  not 
fail  to  hare  the  happiest  effect." 

if  the  glaring  inconsistency  of  onr  conduct 
does  not  bring  reproaches  upon  onr  Ministers, 
what  answer  will  tiiey  make  i^  in  the  discus- 
maa  of  this  snljeot,  some  wSy  Octfomblan  or 
Jinioan  quotes  these  words  from  the  letter  <^ 
oar  Secrc«ai7  of  State?  "  The  President  can- 
not see  any  Jnstifiable  gronnd  on  which  we  (ih» 
Fnited  States)  can  forcibly  interfere.  Upon 
the  hypothesis  of  an  unnecessary  protraction  of 
the  war,  imputable  to  Spain,  it  is  clear  that 
Cuba  will  be  her  only  point  ^appui,  in  this  hem- 
is[^ere.  How  can  we  interpose,  on  that  sup- 
positton,  against  the  party  clearly  having  right 
on  his  aide,  in  order  to  restrain  or  defeat  a  law- : 
ful  operation  of  war }"  Our  Ministers  might 
have  urged  the  dangers  of  insorrection  and  des- 
olatioo,  had  not  our  most  adroit  stateunan  con- 
trived to  deprive  them  of  this  resooroe.  Hear, 
HT,  what  has  been  wnomkced  to  the  world, 
that  with  which  oar  neighbors  will  not  IkQ  to 
dose  the  months  of  our  luoistera:  "Ifthewar 
against  these  islands  should  be  oonducted  by 
these  Republics  in  a  desolating  manner — if^  con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  they  should  put  arms 
into  the  hands  of  one  race  of  inhabitants  to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  the  other— if^  in  short,  they 
iboold  oo  ante  nance  and  encourage  excesses  and 
examples^  the  contagion  of  whi<^  from  onr 
neighborhood,  would  be  dangerous  to  our  quiet 
and  safety — the  Government  of  the  ^United 
States  mi^t  feel  [yes,  sir,  might  feel,  are  the 
words ;  it  seems  to  be  doabted  even  in  that 
case]  its^f  called  upon  to  interpose  its  power. 
But  it  is  not  apprenendod  that  any  of  tbeso 
omtingencios  wiU  arise ;  and,  eonsequenUy,  it 
is  most  probable  Uiat  the  United  States,  should 
the  war  continue,  will  remain  hereafter,  as 
they  have  be«i  heretofore,  neutral  observers  of 
the  progress  of  its  events."  If  none  of  these 
eootingencies  are  apprehended,  what  business 
have  we  to  discuss  the  question?  Whether 
they  are  or  not,  this  official  declaration  of  the 
Secretary  of  Stete,  is  a  conclusive  answer  to 
any  remonstrance  we  can  make,  and,  if  accom- 
panied by  the  assurance  that  the  intention  of 
the  South  Americans  is  to  make  Caba  an  inde- 
ptndaat  Btake^  will  Jeave  w  without  a  decent 
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I>retext  to  press  the  subject  The  Administra- 
tion seems  to  think  Ouba  is  incapable  of  main- 
tiuning  its  independence.  Why?  It  is  near- 
ly as  large  as  England,  and  capable  of  sustain- 
ing as  dense  a  population.  If  now  too  feeble 
to  sustain  its  independence,  by  its  own  efforts, 
it  may  be  uded  by  those  powers  who  are  so 
deelpy  interested  in  its  fate :  under  a  free  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  soon  acquire  competent  strength. 

Suppose,  Ur.  Ohainnan,  the  assembly  at 
Panama,  in  their  anxious  desire  to  gratify  us, 
and  to  jtroduce  the  "  happiest  effect  upon  our 
great  ally,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,"  and^  with  a 
proper  regard  to  "  his  enlightenw  intentions," 
should  address  themselves  in  terms  like  these 
to  the  United  States :  We  will  suspend  all  at- 
tempts on  Ouba  and  Porto  Rico,  on  the  condi- 
tion that  you  prevent  Spain  from  making  use 
of  either  of  them  to  our  annoyance.  This 
proposition  is  £ur  and  reasonable:  What  an- 
swer con  we  give!  There  is  but  one.  We 
cannot  justly  do  so ;  nor  can  we  justly,  except 
in  t^  manner  I  hare  indicated,  inteifwe  with 
tiiwr  entrapriaea  agdnat  Cuba.  Porto  Rico  fa 
too  distant  so  fiu*  to  affect,  as  to  authorize  us  to 
act  under  the  law  of  necessary  eelf-preservation. 

The  Executive  must  look  at  this  assembly  as 
the  oi^an  of  a  great  confederation.  The  kth- 
mUB  of  Panama  is  intended  to  be  the  resting 
place  of  the  lever,  the  Oongress  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, by  which  some  American  Archimedes 
is  to  move  the  great  political  power  of  this 
continent  at  his  pleasure.  To  the  ambitious 
statesman,  burning  to  illustrate  his  name,  to 
acquire  for  himself  a  brilliant  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  political  oonvnlsions  of  the  world, 
the  temptation  to  force  or  sednoe  the  United 
States  into  this  *' great  American  Confedera- 
tion," whose  "  magnitude  appals  "  or^nory  pd- 
iticians  of  contracted  views,  is  indeed  formtdi^ 
ble.  But,  shr,  it  must  be  resisted.  The  people 
of  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  acquire 
throuf^  the  instrumentali^  of  this  formiclable 
power — ^no  motive  to  look  on  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans in  any  other  light  than  the  reat  of  the 
world,  OS  *^  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends." 
It  is  this  view  of  the  subject  that  shows  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  an  expression  of 
our  opinions.  This  ia  an  epoch  in  our  inter- 
course  with  onr  American  fnends.  The  Presi- 
dent says  we  must  have  political  connec- 
tions with  them,  which  are  not  necessary  with 
the  rest  of  the  worid.  Onr  committee  echoes 
the  opinion.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstsb,)  speaking  with 
the  same  views,  warns  us  of  the  necessity  of 
elevating  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  This  language  ia  not  new  in 
the  halls  of  Congress,  but  it  now  comes  from 
a  new  and  unexpected  quarter.  The  answer 
which  was  formerly  deemed  conclusive,  can 
be  now  repeated :  thei-e  is  no  necessity  for  an 
intimate  political  connection  with  our  neighbors. 
We  have  nothing  to  effect  which  we  cannot  ac- 
oomplish  by  our  own  means.  As  to  this  great 
confederation,  there  ve  twodeoiaiTe  reaaonsflir 
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avoidiiiff  saj  oonneotion  with  it:  W6  caaiiot 
bope,  aume,  to  dir«ot  an  tMemUj  o(»upa«ed  of 
nnmenras  Oatholio  Spaniah  American  States, 
having  oonmuMi  intereBte^Ungnage^fedings,  and 
prejndioM.  If  auooearfal  in  aoaoiring  a  complete 
ABeendenOT,  ctf  wielding  at  will  the  whole  moral 
and  physuul  power  of  the  North  and  Sonth 
Amenoans,  what  advantage  have  we  to  gun  hj 
it  T  First  in  the  order  of  time^  oar  Republic  is 
now,  and  ever  must  be,  first  m  power  and  in- 
telligence ;  while  futh^  to  the  principles  of 
the  solemnly  adopted  constitution,  thepeople 
will  be  prosperous,  free,  and  happy,  will  the 
brilliant  sitnation  of  the  head  of  the  American 
Confederacy  add  to  the  atability  of  onr  consti- 
totion,  to  the  prosperity,  freedom,  or  happineas 
of  the  pec^le  f  To  neither.  Onr  sploidor  will 
dacde  the  eyes  of  other  natiou— onr  power 
mar  shake  Africa,  Aaia,  and  Europe.  We  shall 
enmange  soUd  popular  comfort  and  domes^ 
hiqminesB,  for  empty  national  splendor.  We 
ahaU  have  brilliant  wars,  in  which  onr  pliant 
aulors  and  enterprising  soldiers  may  gain  death- 
less renown,  ana  briUiant  alliances  to  immor- 
talize our  adroit  diplomatists ;  but  every  con- 
test will  increase  the  burdens  necessarily  im- 
posed upon  the  people,  until  we  shall  look  as 
English  statesmen  will  soon  be  oompelled  to 
look,  to  national  bankruptcy,  as  the  only  refrige 
from  the  effects  of  popular  despair.  To  the 
fatal  ofmseqnences  of  looking  tieyond  our  own 
lesonroea,  of  mixing  oar  destiny  with  that  of 
other  nmtmi,  the  Farewell  Address  of  the 
most  illustrions  man,  not  of  onr  own  oonnby, 
but  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  directs  our 
attention.  He  speaks  to  his  countrymen  in  the 
language  of  affection  more  than  parental,  of 
wisdom  almost  prophetic,  to  warn  tnem  against 
the  danger  of  foreign  allianoea.  To  me,  sir,  the 
least  excnsable  part  of  the  management  of  this 
Panama  question  is,  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  to  give  a  false  coloring  to  these  last 
counsels  of  Washington.  We  have  been  told, 
BubEitantiaUy,  that  he  spoke  only  of  Enropean 
foreign  alliances;  that  if  he  now  existed,  he 
would  not  be  averse,  as  his  langoage  fairly  in- 
dicates, to  those  polittoal  ooinaenonB  whidi 
tite  Prmdent  thinks  we  most  have  with  Span- 
ish America.  The  gentleman  from  Haasachn- 
setts  (Mr.  Wbbsteb)  thinks  the  argoment  on 
the  Farewell  Address  is  not  conolusive,  but 
ftir.  Is  that  a  ftUr  argument  which  seizes 
upon  one  of  the  reasons  by  which  a  policy  is 
recommended,  and  Hibstitutes  for  the  policy 
clearly  explamed  and  supported  by  general 
reasoning,  a  policy  founded  on  the  selected 
shigle  reasoning!  Avoid,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, all  foreign  political  connections,  in  extend- 
ing our  commercial  relations.  Such  is  the 
advice  ^ven.  Europe,  in  which  stood  the 
Governments  of  the  grrat  commercial  powers, 
is  detached  and  distant  firom  na;  we  can  easily 
avoid  political  connections.  The  poiod  wiU 
soon  arrive  when  our  own  strength  will  be  so 
tu  increased,  that  no  tanptations  to  snoh  con- 
nections will  exist. 


TmsDAT,  April  18. 
Ifiwim  to  Paaama. 
The  Hoose  having  agidn  resumed  the  con- 
sideration <^  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Belationa,  approving  tiie  Mission  to 
Panama,  with  the  amendments  proposing  a 
qualification  to  the  general  expression  of  ap- 
probation thereof — 

Mr.  Thomsoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed 
the  committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration presents  for  onr  decision  important 
questions  of  constitntional  law,  relating  to  the 
powers  of  the  House,  and  how  far  it  may  con- 
stitutionally interfere  in  the  foreign  diplomatic 
affairs  of  the  country.  When  the  House  is 
called  npon  to  act  nmrn  bills  ^propriatiug 
money  to  enable  the  Exeontive  to  senc  iMinia- 
tera  abroad,  it  must  act  freely,  as  it  does  in  all 
other  cases,  and  decide  as  its  duty  to  the  coon- 
try  may  require.  It  has  certainly  the  pow» 
to  r^ect  such  bills,  as  it  has  to  reject  other 
bills,  if  it  i>e  satisfied  that  the  peace,  the  hap- 
pinesSj  and  the  prosperity  of  the  conntry,  re- 
quire it  to  adopt  such  a  course.  This,  it  most 
be  admitted,  ^ves  to  the  House  the  power  to 
restrain  the  intercourse  of  the  conntry  with 
foreign  nations.  This  is  a  great  power,  and 
ou^ht  not  to  he  exercised  unless  ia  cases  where 
it  IS  made  clearly  and  satisCoctorily  to  ^pear 
that  the  Executive  brandiea  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  whom,  by  the  constitution,  the  man- 
agement of  foreign  affairs  is  committed,  intend 
to  enter  into  airangements  with  foreign  powers 
which  will  tend  to  involre  na  in  war,  to  fetter 
us  with  improper  alliances,  or  otherwise  com- 
promit  the  high  interests  or  dignity  of  the 
nation.  But  this  power  to  restrain  the  foreign 
diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  conntry,  by  no 
means  implies  the  power  of  managing  that  in- 
tercourse. It  does  not  follow,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  it,  that  we  can  constitutionally  issue  in- 
stmctions  to  forei^  Minuters,  or  order  the 
President  of  the  United  States  how  he  shsU 
instruct  them. 

Vrom  what  fonntain  in  the  oonstitntlon  do 
gentiemen  propose  to  draw  this  power  of  in- 
struction, and  confer  it  on  this  Hoaset  la  it 
from  the  power  to  appropriate  the  money 
necessary  to  enaUe  the  President  to  send  Min- 
isters aonnd— •apon  the  principle,  that 
power  to  appropriate  the  money,  implies  in 
Itself  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  when  it  is  ap- 
propriated, and  direct  for  what  objects  and  in 
what  manner  it  shall  be  applied  I  Is  it  to  be 
laid  down  and  established  as  a  principle  of 
constitntional  law,  that,  l)eoanBe  this  Honse 
most  join  in  passing  the  bills  appropriating 
money  to  support  onr  foreign  diplomatic  cor- 
respondenee,  it  may  take  that  correspondence 
into  ita  own  han^  and  ^ve  instructions  to 
onr  Ministers  abroad  I  Do  gentiemen  oonrider 
the  consequences  which  must  flow  from  aneh 
a  principle  I  It  would  terminate  in  eouoentnrt- 
ittg  in  liiis  Honae  the  whole  of  the  powm  of 
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the  GoTemmeat :  in  conferring  opon  it  a  dic- 
tatorial anthority  to  dispose  of  all  uie  affaire  of 
the  nation — civil,  political,  and  militarj.  Es- 
tablish it,  and  the  appropriation  for  the  aapport 
tii  the  armj  cannot  be  passed  until  a  resolotion 
^  the  Hoose  is  adopted,  appointing  the  officers, 
designating  their  command,  and  specifying  the 
■emoe  in  which  each  division  shall  be  eng^ed. 
The  navy  ^^opriationa  mnst  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  nnder  tbe  same  conditions. 
A  resolution  mnst  pass  appointing  Capt^n 
Stewart  to  command  in  the  Pacfic,  Porter  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  Rodgers  in  the  Golf  of 
Mexico ;  and  prescribing  to  each  the  instrac- 
tloos  under  which  he  is  to  set,  Thns,  this 
House  would  be  vested  with  the  entire  and 
endouve  otHomaiid  of  both  the  army  and  navy. 
A  doctrine  which  leads  to  snoh  oonseqnoioeB 
cannot  be  tme.  Bnt  it  has  not  the  snnblanee 
of  foundation  in  the  oonstitnton.  The  Hotue 
alone  has  not  tiie  power  to  make  any  appro- 
]Hiation.  The  Semate  and  the  President  must 
also  yield  their  assent.  60  that,  if  the  argn- 
ment  proved  any  thing,  it  woiud  prove,  not 
that  tUs  power  of  instruction  may  be  exercised 
by  the  House  alone,  bnt  equally  and  Jointly  by 
aU  tbe  several  branches  of  the  Le^slature. 

It  baa  been  ai^ed,  that  beoanse  Congress 
has  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  wars  may 
be  oocwioned  1^  the  manner  in  which  onr  for- 
liffi  rel^ons  are  tt"""^*^,  therefore,  this 
Hoose  has  Uie  power  of  giving  instmctions  to 
the  Pre^ddent  ud  his  lD&lster&  in  what  man- 
ner these  fi>r^n  rdations  shall  be  conducted 
— wtmt  shall  not  be  n^^otiated,  what  shall  and 
in  what  manner.  This  argoment  is  liable  to 
the  same  objection  with  the  last.  It  proceeds 
00  the  false  assumption,  that-  the  power  to  de- 
clare war  is  vested  in  this  House  alone.  This 

Siwer  is  vested  by  the  constitntion,  not  in  this 
ouae,  bnt  in  Congress ;  not  in  om,  but  in  all 
the  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

That  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  honor- 
aUe  member  from  Delaware,  contains  instnio- 
tioas  to  the  Frendent  in  wha^  manner  he  shall 
oondoot  the  n^otiatlons  at  Panama,  ia,  I  think, 
obrioiu.  The  foUowing  is  the  rewdntion  re* 
ported  hj  the  Oomndttee  <m Foreign  Afblrs; 

**  Itmohad,  TiuX  m  the  opinion  of  the  Honse^  it  ii 
expeAent  to  appropriate  the  fbnds  neceaaary  to 
coabte  the  Freddeet  of  tbe  United  States  to  send 
IGiusten  to  tbe  Congress  «t  Panama." 

This  resolution  contains  nothing  more  nor 
leas  than  the  principle  oontuned  in  the  bill,  ap- 
propriating the  money  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  Ministers  and  expenses  of  the  mission.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  affix  it  as  a  condition 
to  the  adoption  of  this  principle,  that  our  Min- 
istera  at  Panama  shall  not  be  allowed  to  dis- 
eosB  certiun  matters,  nor  be  allowed  to  enter 
into  certun  stipnlationa.  Now,  the  question 
ii  not,  whether  the  restiiotions  propofled  by 
these  amendments  to  be  laid  on  the  lOniBters 
at  Panama,  in  Ihe  nrarotse  of  their  diplomatic 
efioe^  are  pt^tte  and  wise :  whether  they  are 
tte  ftopm  rsstrk^ifHii  ana  limltaHons  which 
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ought  to  be  contdned  in  their  instrootiona;— 
but  whether  it  be  the  proper  oonstitatioiial 
proTinoe  the  House  to  mt«:fere  at  all,  either 
to  restnun  or  to  enlarge  their  powers.  I  can 
look  on  this  amendment  in  no  other  light,  in 
this  reroect,  than  if  it  was  offered  as  a  proviso 
to  the  bill  appropriating  the  money  to  defray 
the  expense  of  this  mission.  If  it  were  made 
a  proviso  to  that  bill,  would  it  not  obviously 
act  as  a  limitation  set  by  this  House  upon  the 
treaty-making  power,  vested  by  the  constitu- 
tion in  tbe  President  and  Senate?  Would  not 
the  Senate  r^f^trd  it  as  such,  and  at  onee  r^eot 
it  as  unconstitutional  f 

The  right  to  command  and  the  obligation 
to  obey  are  oorrelative.  If  this  House,  there- 
fbre,  has  the  right,  by  resolution,  to  oommand 
the  Executive  to  give  certain  specnfic  instroo- 
tions  to  the  Ministers  at  Panama,  he  is  bound 
to  obey.   If  he  is  bound  to  obey  the  resolution 

this  HoDse,  there  is  the  same,  if  not  greater 
reason,  he  should  be  under  equal  obligations 
of  ob^ience  to  the  Senate.  If  he  is  so,  then 
this  resolution  onght  to  be  a  joint  one,  or  he 
may  have  opposite  commands  from  these  two 
bodies,  on  the  same  subject,  each  of  which  he 
is  equally  bound  to  obey — ^which  is  absurd. 

Either  the  amendment  if  we  adopt  It,  is  in- 
tended to  have  some  effect,  or  it  is  to  have 
none.  If  it  is  to  be  entirely  without  efiBcai?, 
the  House  would,  I  preaome,  for  that  reasm 
alone,  refuse  to  pass  it.  it  is  to  have  some 
effect,  upon  whom  is  that  effect  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  what  isittobet  Itistobe  pro- 
daced  on  the  Executive,  and  is  to  compel  nim 
to  give  certain  specific  instructions  to  the  Min- 
isters at  Panama.  It  is  proved  by  tbe  reason- 
ing I  have  just  used,  and  indeed  is  admitted, 
that  this  Honse  cannot  do  this  by  a  direct  com- 
mand. Has  it  the  power,  then,  to  do  that  in- 
directly, by  attachiijg  conditions  to  the  appro- 
[  prlation  of  money,  which  it  has  no  oonsutn- 
tional  authority  to  do  directly  ? 

If  the  House  has  the  authority,  under  the 
constitution,  to  prescribe  to  the  Executive^ 
^ther  directly  w  indirectly,  tiie  Inatmctlona 
he  Is  to  ^ve  to  foreign  Ministers,  it  must  have 
some  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  man- 
dates on  this  head.  This  power  must  extend, 
not  only  to  the  President,  bnt  to  the  Senate. 
Ctan  it  send  its  officers,  and  arrest  and  bring 
the  President  before  it,  to  answer  for  having 
givBn  other  and  different  Instruotiens  from 
those  it  has  dictated?  Can  it  arraign  the 
Senate  for  confirming  a  treaty  made  In  dis- 
obedience of  its  instructions  ?  Can  it  institute 
an  impeachment  of  the  President  before  the 
Senate,  for  a  disregard  of  its  authority  on  this 
point  ?  I  think  no  man  acquainted  with  the 
constitution  of  this  Government  will  vcntore 
to  answer  either  of  these  qnestiiHis  in  the 
affirmative. 

It  is  true  that  the  Honse  has  the  power  irf. 
expressing  its  opinions  on  abstract  proporitions 
relating  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment To  express  these  (pinions,  It  ii  not 
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necessary  it  shoald  have  any  other  than  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  our  diplomatic  affairs.  It  can 
well  say,  that  the  policy  of  the  country  towards 
forei^  nations,  oi^t  to  be  pacific ;  and  when 
war  IS  going  on  between  any  of  them,  that  it 
ought  to  he  neutral ;  that  its  policy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  to  extend  our  commerce  with 
all  nations,  and  have  entangling  alliances  with 
none.  To  be  able  to  eaj  thia,  with  a  proper 
nnderstanding  of  what  it  does  s^,  it  has  no 
need  to  open  the  bureau  d  State,  and  examine 
the  foreini  diplomatic  correspondraioe  of  the 
nation.  But  when  it  comes,  in  relation  to  any 
particular  mission,  not  to  pronounce  general 
propositions,  but  to  descend  to  particohirs,  to 
say  what  shall  or  shall  not  be  negotiated; 
what  stipulations  shall  or  shall  not  be  entered 
into ;  and  what  instructions  our  Ministers  shall 
have ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  not  only 
the  corre^ndence  of  our  Ministers  in  relation 
to  the  affairs  of  the  particular  mission  under 
consideration,  but  in  relation  to  all  other  for- 
eign affairs,  ^ould  be  Itud  before  it,  that  it  may 
knov  the  whole  of  the  diplomano  relations 
of  the  world,  and  judge  whether  the  iostmc- 
tiona  it  is  about  to  nve  are  calculated  to  ad- 
vance that  ^oU(^  which  it  thinks  the  oountiT 
ought  to  maintidn.  The  inconreuience  of  such 
a  syatem  Is  obviouB.  Foriegn  nations  could 
hold  no  correspondence  with  us.  They  would 
be  aware  that  every  year  the  whole  matter 
must  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  published 
to  the  world.  The  propositions  now  under 
consideration  are  not  abstract  general  proposi- 
tions ;  they  descend  to  particnlars,  and  are 
connected  with  this  mission,  and  made  port  of 
it.  They  prescribe  what  is  and  what  is  not 
to  be  done,  in  this  partionlar  case.  If  these 
can  he  called  abstract  general  iBf^KMititHis,  then 
&e  words  ahstraot  and  genwal  have  lost  en- 
tirely their  dgniflcation. 

The  construction  for  which  I  oontendf  is  the 
one  which  has  prevailed  ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitntion.  This  House  has  never 
passed  any  resolution  expressing  opinions  in 
relation  to  our  foreign  affairs,  except  in  gen- 
eral terras.  It  may  nave  called  the  attention 
of  the  Executive  to  a  subject,  but  it  has  never 
tmdertakeu  to  prescribe  in  what  manner  ne- 
gotiations touching  that  subject,  should  be 
conducted.  It  has  never  expresed  opinions, 
the  evident  tondency  of  which  was  to  weaken 
the  inflnence  of  the  Executive,  in  bis  negotia- 
titms  with  fattiga  powers,  and  to  show  that 
it  had  lost  oonfidence  tn  the  Senate,  as  to  tiie 
manner  in  which  that  body  would  exercise  its 
functions,  as  a  part  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
But  the  gentieman  from  Delaware  says  this  is 
not  a  case  in  which  the  opinions  of  this  House, 
and  those  of  the  Executive,  can  come  in  col- 
llision.  From  this  I  understand  him  to  mean, 
that  the  propositions  contained  tn  the  amend- 
ment are  nothing  more  than  the  principles 
which  the  Executive  has  intimated  to  us  he 
will  regard  in  conducting  the  negotiations  at 
Panama.    Why,  then,  does  the  honorable 
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member  so  eamestiy  urge  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  1  If  the  Executive  and  this  House 
are  "  of  accord  "  on  this  point,  why  indicate 
distrust  in  him  and  the  Senate,  by  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  which,  upon  these  principles,  can 
have  no  other  object  than  to  bind  him  to  pursue 
a  course  he  has  said  be  will  pursne,  and  to  warn 
the  Senato  that  it  must  not  ratify  any  thing 
not  negotiated  in  acowdaiice  witii  these  princi- 
ples ?  Whatever  might  be  mj  opinion  cf  the 
gentiemen  holding  the  great  offices  of  this  6or- 
emment,  entrusted  with  its  treaty-making 
power,  I  wonld  not  dishonor  my  country  bj 
placing  her  public  ^ctionariee  in  this  atti- 
tude in  the  presence  of  foreign  nations. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware  ui^es, 
as  a  principal  reason  for  adopting  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  President  has  asked  the  House 
for  its  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  tlus  measure, 
and  that  we  are,  therefore,  ttonnd  to  give  him 
our  sentiments  fully  on  the  subject  The  gen- 
tleman means,  I  presume,  that  the  President 
has  called  upon  us  for  our  opinion  in  tliis  case, 
in  a  manner  different  fi-om  that  usually  prac- 
tised, by  merely  asking  an  appropriation.  This 
is  a  matter  of  fact,  and  how  does  it  stand! 
The  Preudoit,  in  his  Message  to  us,  the  only 
paper  among  the  documents  addressed  to  tiiia 
House,  says — "  The  concorrence  of  the  House 
to  the  measure,  by  the  appropriation  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  effect,  ia  alike  submitted  to 
its  iree  detormination,  and  indispensable  to 
the  fhlfilment  of  the  intontion."  Again,  at  tbe 
dose  of  the  Message,  he  says — "  I  submit  the 
propriety  of  an  appropriation  to  the  candid 
consideration  and  enlightened  patriotism  of  the 
L^slatnre."  By  thus  submitting  the  subject 
to  na,  I  do  not  see  any  expression  of  a  wish 
that  we  ihould  give  any  opinion,  except  that 
which  we  must  ^ve,  by  passing  or  rejecting 
the  appropriation  bill.  To  make  this  matter 
out,  recurrence  has  been  had  to  the  Message  to 
the  Senate,  a  paper  which,  at  the  time  it  was 
wriUen,  was  not  expected  to  be  made  pnblio, 
nor  to  be  sent  to  the  House.  How  this  can  be 
construed  into  a  request  made  to  the  House 
for  its  opinion,  when  it  was  not  sent  to  the 
House,  nor  to  be  seen  by  it,  is  hot  easy  to  con- 
ceive. But  the  President  has  no  power,  by  tbe 
constitution,  to  require  or  demand  of  this  House 
its  opinion  on  any  of  its  measures,  before  they 
are  carried  into  effect.  He  cannot  make  us  a 
part  of  his  caUuet  conndl,  or  demand  of  ns  onr 
advice  and  directicm  in  any  other  manner  than 
is  authorized  by  the  cmutitntion.  This  mis- 
sion is  an  Executive  measure.  It  is  pruected 
by  the  Executive ;  it  must  be  conducted  by  tbe 
Executive ;  and  for  its  final  success,  the  Execu- 
tive must  he  responsible.  If  thia  House  shall 
assume  the  power  of  directing  and  controlling 
the  operations  of  the  Executive,  by  giving  him 
its  opinion  and  advice  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
those  o^rtUions  are  to  be  conducted,  it  will  ter- 
minate m  making  the  Freudent  the  irresponsible 
agent  of  this  House,  and  not  the  respunstble 
representative  of  the  sovereign  people  of  thf 
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United  States,  he  is  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
^iMTgo  of  the  daties  and  trusts  conunitted  to 
him,  under  the  shield  of  <^inion8  expressed,  and 
adTice  ^ven  bj  this  Hoase,  it  will  be  vain  to 
eaj  that  he  is  at  all  responaible.  If  ^e  House 
gives  orders,  whioh  he  obeys,  and  thereby 
eomprmnits  the  interest  of  the  nation,  can  the 
House  impeach  him  for  the  miscondnct  which 
thejr  themselves  have  occasioned!  While  I 
hare  the  honor  to  hold  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
will  do  nothing  willingly  which  will,  in  the 
least,  diminish  tiie  respon^bility  of  any  branch 
of  the  Govemment. 

This  amendment  contains  propodtionB,  to 
whieh,  as  abstract  prindples,  I  entirdy  agree. 
That  the  policy  of  this  ooontry  should  M  to 
extend  oar  oommeree  with  foreign  nations, 
witiioat  fwrning  with  them  any  entangling 
alliances,  is  certainly  tme.  lliat  onr  Ministers 
most  appear  at  Panama  in  a  diplomatic  cbarac- 
tH",  is  also  true.  They  can  appear  in  no  other. 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  the  Oovemment  shonld 
enter  into  any  alliance,  or  make  any  stipula- 
lion,  with  the  South  American  Republics, 
which  may  bind  us  hereafter,  whether  we  are 
willing  or  not,  to  engage  in  their  wars  with 
fordgn  nations.  But  does  it  follow  that,  be- 
oaose  these  propositions  are  all  tme,  we  are 
therefore  solemnly  to  resolTe  them  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  ?  Has  any  (me  denied  tlieir  tmtii? 
Where,  then,  is  the  neoesn^  of  aaoh  a  resoln- 
Utaii  Bnt,  there  is  one  part  of  this  amend- 
mentt  fbr  which  I  oould  not  vote,  if  the  oon- 
•titatiooal  diffionlty  were  eren  reDiored.  It  is, 
that  our  Ministers  are  not  to  be  permitted  to 
discuss  certain  subjects,  and,  among  others, 
"  any  measore  which  shall  commit  the  present 
or  fatore  neutral  rights  or  duties  of  these  Unit- 
ed StateSb"  I  cannot  vote  for  this,  not  because 
I  am  willing  that  our  lOnisters  should  enter 
into  the  discnssion  of  any  measurea  with  the 
Tiew  of  violating  our  neutrality,  or  which 
imist  have  directly  that  effect,  but  because  the 
proposition  is  so  extensive  and  indefinite  that 
it  woold  be  impossible  for  tlwm  to  know  what 
nd^eets  they  nught  diaoosB.  Who  can  possibly 
fccesee  what  measnre  may  commit  the  future 
Benteal  ri^its  and  duties  of  a  nation  I  If  this 
pawoB  as  part  of  the  resolution,  what  subjeota 
win  he  left  for  discussion  1  I  answer,  none. 
There  is  no  subject  which  can  be  made  the 
topic  of  diplomatic  discussion,  whioh  may  not, 
in.  some  way  or  other,  give  occasitm  to  some 
other  nation  to  take  ofibie^  rither  justly  or 
untosUy. 

Have  we  been  alwqrs  so  punctilious  in  rela- 
tion to  our  neutrality  I  No,  sir.  In  the  year 
1811,  whra  Old  Spun  was  UUea. — ^when  her 
pi^tieal  and  milita^7  oonstitntinn  and  strength 
were  whoUy  overtibrown,  we,  without  any  oer- 
floxniy,  and  evra  wiAont  the  formality  of  a 
£sea«on,  for  the  protection  of  our  own  just 
ri^ita,  ordered  the  occupation  of  Florida,  a 

Sat  her  dominions,  without  regard  to  the 
ir  of  violating  our  neutrality.  Are  we 
L  of  our  iieiitnitt(y,  now  that  it  la  not  the 
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weakness  of  Old  ^ain  with  which  we  may 
come  in  coIUnoB,  out  the  united  powers  ttf 
South  America,  or  that  of  ^England,  or  of 
France  f  Sir,  this  is  a  feeling  which  neither 
my  vote  nor  my  voice  shall  ever  countenance. 
I  would  feel  myself  dishonored  if  I  thought 
my  native  country  oould  be  guilty  of  such 
meanness,  as  to  treat  the  weakest  independent 
nation  on  earth  with  less  justice  or  ceremony, 
because  it  was  weak,  than  she  would  the  Em- 

giror  of  Russia  or  the  monarchy .  of  Great 
ritain.  How,  if  this  part  of  the  amendment 
passes,  are  we  to  partake  in  the  discns^on  in 
relation  to  the  preset  condition  and  futore 
destiny  ot  Cuba,  which  may,  nay,  whioh  must 
come  undw  tiie  consideration  of  the  Congress 
at  Panama?  We  cannot  attempt  to  dismado 
the  South  American  Republics  from  taking 
possession  of  it,  lest  we  shall  give  tbemoffencek 
and  endanger  the  committing  of  onr  neutral 
rights  and  duties  with  them.  We  cannot  urge 
them,  if  they  should  resolve  to  carry  the  war 
into  that  island,  to  come  under  obligations 
that,  when  they  do  so,  they  will  not  conduct  it 
in  a  manner  which  we  suppose  calculated  to 
ii^ure  ns,  lest  Spain  should  allege  we  had  vio- 
lated onr  neutral  duties  towards  her ;  and  we 
cannot  say  one  word  of  allowing  it  to  become 
independent,  with  its  domestic  tranquillity 
m^operiy  gDaranteed,  lest  we  should  get  into 
difficulties  with  both  of  these  powers;  and. 
lastiy,  we  are  not  to  he  allowM  to  speak  of 
taking  possession  of  it  ourselves,  if  our  inter- 
est should  demand  snob  a  step,  lest,  perchance, 
Spain,  England,  France,  and  the  southern  Re- 
publics, should  take  offence,  and  our  neutral 
relations  should  be  brought  into  hazard  with 
them  all.  The  political  relations  with  Cuba 
ore,  at  this  moment,  profoundly  interesting  to 
this  nation,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  that 
our  Ministers  shall  go  to  the  Congress  at  Pan- 
ama without  having  full  power  to  speak  on  this 
subject,  as  onr  inteiett  may  require,  in  the 
most  decided  tone. 

The  honorable  member  from  Delaware  aaj% 
fnrma  are  nothing— -it  is  the  substance  we  are 
to  regard.  It  is  true,  that  forms  of  words  are 
nothing;  bat  the  constitutional  forms  of  this 
Oovemment  are  every  thing.  They  are  the 
great  bulwarks  of  civil  liberty — the  partition 
walls  which  the  people  of  this  nation  have 
erected  between  the  several  departments  of  thia 
Government,  to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
with  one  another,  and  the  whole  power  from 
running  into  one  mass,  and  then  becoming  ab- 
solute and  despotic.  They  are  vital  to  the  pre- 
servation of  civil  liberty.  If  forms  are  noth- 
ing, why  may  we  not  issue  writs  of  error  from 
this  HaU  to  ttto  Circuit  Courts,  and  bring  thrar 
records  before  us,  and  reverse  or  affirm  their 
judgments )  The  matter  or  substance  is,  to  do 
justice  between  the  parties;  and  cannot  we 
trust  ourselves  to  do  that  when  the  cases  are 
before  us?  Upon  this  principle,  what  ia  to 
prevent  m  from  nsurpbig  all  the  powers  of  the 
GoTumnrat--oivil,  mUiSuyf  executive,  legialap 
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tive,  and  jndiolal  ?  Why  may  we  not  appoint 
one  committee  to  take  charge*of  the  Hxecntive 
functions  of  the  Government ;  another  to  aa- 
some  the  seals  of  the  Judges  in  tiie  Supreme 
Court;  and  a  third  to  dispose  of  that  venerar 
hie  body  which  occni>ies  a  splendid  hall  in  an- 
other part  of  this  building?  The  tme  theory 
of  our  Government  ia,  that  its  Beveral  function- 
aries,  in  each  of  its  departments,  are  alike  the 
agents  of  the  people  to  dischai^  the  duties  en- 
joiued  on.  them  respectively  by  the  oonstita- 
tioa:  for  the  futhful  performance  of  which 
they  are  all  responsible  to  the  people,  in  the 
i^anner  provided  in  the  constitution ;  that  the 
functionaries  of  ons  department,  who  attempt 
to  exercise  the  powers  peculiar  to' another,  are 
so  far  from  being  in  the  constitutioDal  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  that  they  are  guilty  of  an 
open  violation  of  that  dnty. 

BaL  Mr.  Chairman,  wlwt  neoesrity  is  thov 
for  adopting  the  amendment  (  It  Uie  Presi- 
dent  ia  resolved  to  plunge  ns  in  war,  to  oompro- 
mit  onr  neutral  relations  with  foreign  powers, 
or  to  disregard  that  pacific  policy  which  has 
heretofore  guided  the  oounoUs  of  this  nation, 
there  may  be  some  occasion,  if  the  House  had 
the  power,  to  restrMu  his  authority,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment.  How  is  the  mat- 
ter of  fact  ?  Has  the  Executive  any  such  in- 
tent }  In  his  Message  to  us,  the  President  has 
BEud  so  much  to  show  that  he  has  no  design  to 
enter  into  any  entangling  political  connection 
wil^  the  Soutn  American  States,  or  to  oompro- 
mit  the  nentral  relatiooa  of  the  oonntry,  tiiat 
it  woald  be  improper  for  me  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee to  quote  it.  In  his  Kessage  to  tiie  Sen- 
ate, he  says :  "  It  will  be  seen  tJuit  the  United 
States  neither  intend  nor  are  expected  to  take 
part  in  any  deliberations  of  a  belligerent  char- 
acter ;  that  the  motive  of  their  attendance  is 
neither  to  contract  alliances  nor  engage  in  any 
undertaking  or  project  importing  hostility  to 
any  other  nation."  The  Secretary  of  State,  in 
his  report  to  the  President,  speaking  of  the 
conference  he  had  held  last  Spring  with  the 
Ministers  of  0(dombia  and  Mexico,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  die  pn^KMed  Congress,  says :  "  It  was 
also  BtMed  by  each  of  these  Iflnistera,  t^at  hia 
Grovemment  did  not  expect  that  the  United 
States  would  change  their  present  nentitd  poli- 
cy, nor  was  it  desired  that  they  should  take 
part  in  such  of  the  deliberations  of  the  pro- 
posed Congress  as  might  relate  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  existing  war  with  Spain."  In  his 
answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Obrc^on,  the  Min- 
ister from  Mexico,  the  Secretuy  of  State, 
speaking  of  the  Ministers  to  be  sent  to  this 
Congress,  says :  "  While  they  will  not  be  au- 
thorized to  enter  upon  any  deliberations,  or  to 
concur  with  any  acts  incon^stent  with  the 
present  nentral  position  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  obligations,  they  will  be  ftdly  empow- 
ered upon*  all  qnestiona  likely  to  ansa  in  Hie 
Congress,  on  subjects  to  which  the  nations  of 
Amorioa  have  a  oommon  Inteivst."  Ilie  Oo- 


lombian  Minister,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  Kovember  2,  1836,  speaking  c^tiie 
subjects  to  be  considered  and  discnssed  at  the 
Congress  at  Panama,  says :  "  He  is,  howevCT, 
anthcniaed  by  hia  GtoTenmmit  to  aaanre  the 
United  States  that  these  points  haTe  no  tenden- 
cy to  Tiolate  th^  professed  principles  of  neu- 
trality." The  2Gnister  {nm  Mexioo,  in  his  let- 
ter  of  the  8d  of  November  last,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  speaking  of  the  sul^eote  to  be 
discussed  in  this  Congress,  says:  "^In  oonse- 
qnence  of  which,  being  informed  of  the  con- 
currence of  this  Government  in  the  idea  of  dia- 
cussing  the  first  point  in  a  Congress  as  was  de- 
sired, and  that  it  would  send  Representatirea 
to  it,  under  condition  that  the  neutrality  in 
which  it  stands  towards  Spain  should  not  be 
violated,"  &c.  The  Minister  from  Central 
America,  roe^ing  of  the  oljects  of  the  Con- 
gress, in  hia  note  of  the  1^  of  November 
last,  to  the  Secretary  State,  s^s:  "And 
which  win  not  require  that  the  BeprasentatiTes 
of  t^e  United  States  diould,  in  the  least,  com- 
promit  their  preaent  neutrality,  harmonj^  and 
^ood  intelligenoe  witii  other  nations."  Thoa, 
it  appears,  sir,  not  only  that  the  Executive  ia 
determined  to  do  nothing  tending  to  commit 
our  neutral  relations  with  foreign  nations,  nor 
to  contract  alliances,  but  that  the  Minigters  of 
the  several  South  American  Bepoblics  are  fully 
apprised  of  the  views  of  our  Government  on 
this  point  Yet,  it  is  gravely  contended  that 
the  JE^^dent  intends  to  oonpromit  our  padfie 
relations,  and  to  enter  into  entangling  pdttioal 
ocmnectioiu^  ii^nrious  to  the  ftitare  proqwrity 
of  this  nation.  Sir,  I  can.  in  theae  domnnentiL 
see  no  such  de^go.  If  I  did,  I  would  not  stand 
on  half-way  ground ;  I  would  not  attempt  to 
bind  the  Executive  and  the  Senate  by  resolu- 
tions, which  those  who  advocate  them  admit 
they  may  disregard — ^mere  ropes  of  sand,  of  no 
power.  I  would,  at  once,  effectually  interpose 
ID  the  manner  preacribed  the  constitutioD— 
refuse  tiie  apprt^iriatioiif  and  preTeot  the 
mission. 

Something  has  beeai  said,  Mr,  Chairman,  oo 
the  eulgeot  of  Executive  ctmfidenoe.  In  mr 
offinal  charactOT,  as  a  meuber  oi  tiila  Howe^  I 
have  no  oonfidoiee  to  bestow  on  any  Xzeon- 
tive,  except  what  tlie  oonetitnticMi  requires,  nor 
I  give  lesB  than  it  eirioina  It  does  not 

Eermit  me  to  step  over  the  boundaries  which  it 
RS  prescribed  to  tiie  powers  of  this  House,  and 
intrude  into  the  exercise  of  the  ftmctions  oi 
any  other  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
allege,  as  a  reason  tar  such  intmnon,  a  want  of 
coimdet^ce  in  those  who  administer  that  de- 
partment. When  breaches  <^  official  dnty 
occur,  tiie  constitution  has  provided  the  mode 
of  trial  and  punishment  In  ernae  cases  it  has 
^ven  the  L^^ature  the  power  to  aneat  the 
opwationa  of  the  other  branofaea  of  &e  Oot- 
enunent,  by  refbriiw  at^ropriationa ;  bnt  it 
has  nowhere  declared  that  this  fkmotioioariea  of 
me  brant^  shall  aasome  tilie  powen  another, 
mwely  because  they  think  that  other  will  not 
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UatbfaSlj  discharge  its  dati«B.  For  these  rea- 
ania  I  cannot  vote  for  this  amendment.  I  con- 
mda  it  not  chOj  as  nnneoeesary,  bat  as  an  nn- 
eoutitationa]  interference  with  the  rights  and 
datiea  of  tbe  EzecntiTe  and  Senate. 

Much  has  been  said,  Ur.  Chairman,  on  the 
SDbJect  of  the  powers  of  the  Congreas  at  Pan- 
ama. Qentiemen  reason  aa  if  qnestions  were 
to  be  decided  there  aa  they  ape  in  this  House, 
hj  a  majoritr  of  votes ;  as  if  the  honor,  the 
peaoe,  and  uie  fotnre  destinj  of  this  nation 
were  to  be  committed  to  a  Congresa  of  States, 
in  which  we  were  to  have  bat  one  vote  agdnst 
«ght.  Sir,  this  is  not  to  be  the  case.  Oar 
jfiniaters  there  are  not  to  be  I^fialators ;  they 
are  to  be  di|doniatio  agenta— nenipotentiaries, 
who,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  ofBce,  can 
decide  noHung  hj  Tote.  Vhatever  th^  do, 
niut  be  hj  negotiation ;  and  every  treaty  or 
edpoIatioQ  entered  iiito,  most  be  ratified  here 
by  the  Senate,  before  the  &ith  of  the  nation  is 
^edged.  Tb«  Sonth  American  States  send 
IGnisters  to  this  Congreas  to  take  *  different 
part,  and  to  perf<nm  very  different  duties  from 
those  to  be  taken  and  performed  1^  oars. 
Thi^  ooma  tfawe,  bound  by  treaties  of  le^e 
and  confederation,  to  enter  into  certain  ar- 
rangementa.  We  send  onr  Ministers,  wholly 
free  from- all  obligation,  to  do  whatever  a  pru- 
dent regard  to  onr  own  interests  may  dictate. 

The  political  relations  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Bepablies  witii  tbia  nation,  have  been  fhlly 
diaciiased  in  the  coarse  of  tlua  debate.  Oar 
eommereifll  oonnectiMi  with  them  has  not  bem 
so  much  nottoed.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  turn,  for  a 
moment,  the  attention  <^  the  committee  to  this 
ioteresting  sabjeot.  Uost  of  those  Republics  lie 
in  latiti^es,  and  possess  a  soil,  whion  enables 
them  to  rear  the  rich  products  of  tropical  oU- 
mataa.  Several  of  them  have  gold  and  silver 
miues  of  inexhaustible  wealth.  These  great 
resonrcea,  which  are  every  day  becoming  more 
known,  already  Btimolate  the  enterprise  of  ever^ 
commercial  nation.  Oar  intercourse  with  them 
employs  a  great  amount  of  capital  and  many  of 
oor  ^ipe.  Prom  the  character  of  their  soil 
and  fJmn>t^  and  the  haUts  of  their  population, 
it  may  MAj  be  oomdoded  that  they  will  not 
KKMt  beoome  a  mannfbotaring  peddle.  This 
teadera  H  pnAwble  that  tlieae  BqmUios  will, 
for  ages,  continue  to  be,  aa  they  now  kre,  the 
mat  market  for  all  our  surplus  manu&ctores. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  advert  particularly  to  oar 
eonnneroe  with  the  Bepublic  of  Peru,  to  exem- 
plify the  advantages  we  now  enjoy,  and  those 
we  have  in  prospect,  by  cnltivatmg  the  frtend- 
abip  and  securing  the  confidence  of  tiiese  pow- 
ers. In  that  country  our  flour  is  a  sti^e  of 
nmmerce,  and  oar  cotton  fabrics  are  rapidly 
Nperseding  those  of  Oaloatta,  heretofore  in 
aae.  Between  the  months  of  June  and 
last,  five  Teaaela  sailed  frmn  Fluladd- 
lUa,  bakng^  to  oHizms  of  the  Uidted  States, 
to  the  ooaaCs  oif  Pern,  sixteen  from  Baltimore, 
<ne  from  Norft^  fbar  frran  Hew  Tork,  one 
from  Proridenec^  six  front  Boston,  and  two 
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from  Sidem,  whose  cargoes,  almost  entirely 
composed  of  oar  own  maniuactures,  and  the 
productions  of  oor  own  soiL  amounted  to  two 
millions  me  hnndred  and  thir^-one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-foor  douara.  Beddes, 
no  donbt,  others  have  sailed  from  these  and 
other  ports  of  the  United  States  for  tliat  Re- 
public, whose  destiny  is  not  known.  During 
the  same  period,  it  is  known  that  ten  American 
ships  have  departed  from  ports  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  bound  for  Pern,  engaged  in 
the  carrying  trade.  Our  commerce,  direct  and 
indirect,  with  this  Republic  alone,  may  be  esti-' 
mated  at  the  annual  rate  of  not  mach  less  than 
ten  millions  of  dollars. 

Pern  and  Mexico  are  the  great  fountains  from 
whldi  flow,  direotiy  and  mdirectfy,  into  this 
country,  nearly  our  whole  supply  of  the  pre- 
oioaB  metals.  These  are  the  chief  articles  of 
export  from  Pan.  They  are  produced  there 
in  greater  abundance  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try, and  are,  d  course^  to  be  obtained  there  at 
a  cheaper  rate.  This  ooontry,  from  its  geo- 
graphiral  porition,  ita  eq>aotty  to  ftinuah  an 
advantageous  market  for  our  manufactures  and 
agricultural  products,  and  the  abundance  it 
furnishes  of  tbe  precioos  metals,  must  soon  be- 
come the  centre  on  which  our  whole  Asiatic 
commerce  wiU  tnm.  We  need  gold  and  silver 
for  the  trade  with  ^dia.  Heretofore  we  have 
obtained  them  from  Peru  and  Mexico,  en- 
hanced by  frei^t  and  insurance.  When  onr 
oonunercial  relations  with  these  Bepablies  are 
placed  on  a  proper  and  permanent  foundation, 
onr  merchants  will  ship,  in  onr  own  ports,  onr 
own  manafiw:tarea  and  agricultural  productions, 
for  the  ports  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  and  there 
exchange  them  for  tbe  g(M  and  ulver  neoessap 
ly  to  carry  on  our  Asiatic  trade,  and  Immedi- 
ately proceed  on  their  voyage  to  India.  The 
immense  beneficial  efi'eots  of  such  a  revolution 
in  our  commerce  with  that  part  of  the  world, 
may  be  estimated  by  conBidering  the  relief  it 
will  give  to  tlie  circulating  medium  of  the 
oonntry,  from  the  constant  and  enormous  de- 
mands made  npoa  it  for  specie  to  vest  in  the 
India  trade. 

By  tiie  emandpation  ot  tiie  Sonth  Amerioan 
States,  and  the  conaeqaent  denudition  of  tiie 
Spaniah  colonial  system,  we  have  a  ready  and 
oonvenient  market  opened  for  all  our  manufto- 
tnres  and  tiie  products  of  onr  agricnltore. 
Our  capital  is  employed  in  a  lucrative  com- 
merce. Our  shippug  is  increased,  onr  seamen 
are  multiplied,  and  new  sources  of  wealth  ore 
opened  to  us  in  our  Asiatic  commerce.  The 
enjoyment  of  all  these  advanta^  depends  on 
ourselves — upon  oor  prudence  in  roamtaining 
good  relations  vrith  these  Republics.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  which  relates  to  this  subject, 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  manafactnring  and 
gr^-growing  sections  of  the  Union. 

We  at  present  pay,  in  the  ports  oi  Pern,  on 
our  cotton  fabrioa,  a  disoriniinating  daty,  above 
those  pud  by  other  ooantriea^  of  ten  per  cent., 
and  the  enormous  duty  of  seven  dollars  and 
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fifty  cents  on  each  barreil  (tf  flour  ve  export 
there.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  great  conse- 
quence to  ns  to  have  these  duties  repealed,  as 
well  as  to  have  all  oar  other  commercial  rela- 
tions with  these  powers  put  upon  a  proper 
footing.  It  may  be  sud  this  can  be  done  with- 
out the  mission  to  Panama :  that  commercial 
treaties  can  be  formed  at  the  severe  conrts  of 
these  Kepublics.  What  prospect,  I  ask,  have 
we  of  obtaining  advantageous  commercial  trea> 
ties  with  them,  if  we  treat  tbeir  overtures  of 
fnendly  intercourse  with  hau^ty  and  insolent 
contempt  f  What  better  opporhinity  can  we 
obtain  of  nsing  our  influence  on  them,  to  in- 
duce  them  to  establish  a  system  of  liberal  oom- 
mercial  relations  among  thrauelTm,  and  with 
other  nations,  than  is  now  offered  at  the  Con- 

eess  of  Panama  f  I  am,  therefore,  deddedly 
favor  of  this  mission.  I  consider  it  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  advance,  in  a  pre-eminent  de- 
gree, the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  as  well 
as  the  great  cause  of  civilization  and  Uberty. 

It  is  candidly  avowed,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  unendment,  that  his 
object  is,  that  this  House  should  recall  or  re- 
verse the  celebrated  declaration  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  bis 
Message  of  December,  1828.  That  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  have  this  effect,  la  ob- 
vious. This,  if  there  were  no  other,  is  suffl- 
oient  reason  with  me  for  voting  against  it 
Sr,  I  will  not  recall  that  declaration.  Its 
promulgation  did  this  nation  great  honor,  and 
rendered  infinite  service  to  the  cause  of  civili- 
zation and  liberty.  And  shall  we  now  tarnish 
our  ^lory,  and  renounce  entirely  our  relation 
to  this  great  cause  f  "Whom,  sir,  do  we  repre- 
sent !  A  nation  of  slaves  to  some  petty  des- 
pot i  Ho,  sir ;  we  represent  a  noble,  generous, 
and  cbivalrio  people — a  people  who  are  free, 
and  proud  of  tiieir  civil  liberty — a  people  who 
are  justly  pcond  of  having  their  institutions 
taken  as  the  model  on  which  other  nations, 
who  have  broken  the  bonds  of  slavery,  are 
formiuff  theirs— a  people  who  realize  the  noble 
Btaud  they  have  taken,  by  this  declaration,  at 
the  head  of  the  family  of  free  nations ;  who 
are  generously  anxious  to  see  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty  SH  the  earth,  as  the  waters  **  cover 
the  channels  of  the  great  deep." 

In  accordance  with  the  generous  sentiments  of 
the  nation,  the  late  President  made  the  declara- 
tion of  1828.  It  was  received  thron^out  the 
United  States  with  enthusiasm.  While  this 
feeling  prevailed  in  every  State  in  this  Union, 
it  was  remarkably  predconinant  in  that  one  of 
whidi  I  have  the  nonor  to  be  a  native.  The 
^ring  fidlowing,  the  convention  thm  mot 
wuicb  nominated  one  of  the  most  ^stiu^iahed 
men  of  this  age  a  candidate  for  the  Prendenoy. 
This  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare an  address  to  the  people  of  the  Btatei  on 
the  subject  of  tbie  approaching' election.  This 
committee,  with  an  American  feeling,  and  de- 
votion to  the  cause,  of  civil  liberty,  which  does 
tbam  great  bMU»-,  in  thcor  addresB  advert  to 


this  declaration  in  the  following  terms :  "  The 
present  is  a  period  of  awful  interest  to  all  Re- 
publican Governments.  They  are  every  where 
uvaded  by  a  fonnidable  combination  of  tyrants, 
exalting  in  their  past  success.  Naples,  Portu- 
gal, and  Spain,  are  re<settled  in  the  calm  of 
despotism,  aoA  the  sombre  monuments  of  ty- 
ranny and  superstition  are  elevated  over  the 
tombs  of  martyrs  fuid  patriots,  and  the  rains 
of  constitutional  Governments.  The  light  of 
Grecian  liberty  must  be  extinguished,  aa  a 
torch  of  discord  thrown  into  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire. The  conflict  between  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressed,  will  not  be  oonflned  to  Europcu 
The  fleets  and  armies  of  the  Holy  Allies  em- 
bark Cor  American  coasts.  Amencan  Bepub- 
lics,  bordering  on  our  own  country,  must  be 
subjugated.  The  veteran  patriot  who  presides 
over  tiiQ  destinies  of  our  country,  has  declared 
we  must  resist — and  the  nation  sanctions  the 
declaration.  Kor  are  we  left  to  blind  conjec- 
ture, as  regards  the  light  in  which  this  country 
is  viewed  by  the  despots  of  Europe.  One  of 
their  ambassadors  lately  declared,  in  the  court 
of  Madrid,  '  that  the  Unitod  States  were  the 
source  of  all  the  revolutionary  principles  that 
disturbed  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe.'  How 
can  we  mistake  the  import  of  such  a  dedara- 
tion?" 

This  Just  devotion  to  the  osuse  of  civil  liber- 
ty was  the  sentiment  of  my  native  State  then, 

it  is  her  sentiment  now,  and  will  be  her  senti- 
ment to  the  remotest  ages  of  posterity.  I  am 
proud  to  be  the  native  of  a  State  which  holds 
the  cause  of  liberty  dear,  and  looks  with  jeal- 
ousy on  the  movements  of  despots.  And  shall 
I,  sir,  with  this  known  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will  before  me,  vote  for  recalling  this  dec- 
laration ?  No,  sir ;  I  will  not  change  nor  re- 
call one  word,  one  syllable,  nor  one  letter 
of  it 

What,  sir,  was  the  condition  of  the  wwld 
when  this  dedaration  was  made!  Tlie  great 
cause  ot  freedom  bad  ieea  overthrown  on  the 
oontinent  of  Europe.  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Naples,  had  been  compellea  to  yield  their  free 
institutions,  and  to  receive  law  from  absolute 
despots.  The  light  of  civil  liberty  had  been 
extinguished,  and  one  impenetrable  gloom  of 
despotism  oovered  throughout  continental  Eu- 
rope. The  Holy  Allies  had  then  effected  their 
unholy  purpose  in  tho  Old  "World,  But  they 
saw  iJiat  if  the  cause  of  libertj'  prospered,  on 
this  »cle  of  the  ocean,  its  effects  muBt,  soon  or 
late,  be  felt  in  their  dominions.  A  question 
then  presented  itself  for  their  decimon,  bi^ 
with  mterest  to  this  country,  to  this  hemi- 
^ero,  and  to  the  wortd :  whetbo'  they  should 
at  once  interpose  witii  force  between  Spain  and 
her  revolted  colomes,  reduce  them  to  obedience 
and  their  former  altegianoe,  and  finally  over- 
turn all  free  Governments  oo  this  iride  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  genius  of  this  nation  saw  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  the  cause  of  civil 
liberty  was  exposed,  and  resolved  to  interfere. 
She  interposed  her  adamantine  ahield  between 
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Smsb  infftnt  Republics  and  the  ancient  tyran- 
nies of  Earope,  and  pronounced  the  definitive 
decree,  that  the  ocean  most  be  the  boundary  of 
their  principles.  This  decree  was  promulgated 
in  the  celebrated  Message  of  the  late  President. 
It  had  the  desired  effect^  and  the  caase  of  dvil- 
Izatioo,  of  liberty,  and  of  mankind,  was  per- 
mitted, in  this  hemisphere,  to  triumph. 
y[T.  Gaksbbt  then  rooke  as  ^owa : 
Mr.  Cfaaimun :  I  ask  the  indulgenoe  and  at-  [ 
teuton  ai  the  committee  for  a  »v  moments, 
in  relation  to  qnesticHi  before  w.  I  wish 
to  rtate,  ur,  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  resdntion  under  discussion,  and 
in  favor  of  the  appropriation  to  pay  ifinisters 
to  be  sent  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  as  pro- 
posed  by  the  resc^nticm  and  bill  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affidra,  and  far  the  foflowing 
reasons: 

It  is  unprecedented  for  the  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
BCTtatives  to  give  instructions  to  interfere  in 
relation  to  Ministers  to  foreign  courts.  This 
House  haa  nothing  to  do  with  the  breaty-mak- 
iog  power :  it  haa  onoe  so  determined.  That 
was  also  the  (pinion  ot  Gen.  Wa8liingt<ra  on 
this  sQ^ect. 

The  Hooae  of  Bepresentattves,  in  1799,  bong 
diasatisfied  with  the  treaty  made  with  Great 
Britain,  c^ed  for  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of 
the  Minister  who  negotiated  that  treaty.  Gen- 
eral Trashington,  then  President,  in  refusing  to 
complj  with  the  request,  and  in  giving  his  rea- 
MHis  for  so  doing,  states  tbat, 

*'  HtTing  been  a  member  of  the  General  Conven- 
fioa,  ud  kooiriag  the  principles  on  which  the  con- 
sdtBtioQ  was  formed,  I  hare  ever  entertained  but 
one  opimon  on  tbis  sabject;  and  from  the  first 
ntabliriiDient  of  the  Govemment  to  tbis  moment, 
wj  eondnet  haa  ezempUfted  that  opimoD — that  the 
power  of  making  treaties  is  exchiavely  vested  in  the 
nerident,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
tbe  Senate,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent coDcar ;  and  tliat  every  treaty,  so  made  and 
promnlgated,  thenceforward  became  the  law  of  tbe 
Und.  It  is  itaa  that  tlie  treaty^nakiog  power  lias 
been  onderatood  by  foreign  nattons ;  and,  in  all  the 
tmties  made  with  them,  we  have  declared,  and 
aiey  have  believed,  that,  when  ratified  by  the  Pres- 
ident, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
tbey  became  obligatory.  In  this  construction  of 
tbe  conatitntioD,  every  Hoase  of  Bcpresentativcs  bos 
heretofore  acquiesced ;  and,  until  tbe  present  time, 
not  a  dootrt  or  suspicion  has  appeared,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, that  this  construction  was  not  tbe  true  one, 
Kav,  they  have  more  tban  aoqoieBced ;  for,  mi  now, 
vitbont  cootrovertiiu;  tbe  oblation  of  such  treaties, 
tbey  have  made  all  the  requisite  providona  for 
carrying  them  into  elfect.** 

He  adds,  in  conclusion : 

"Am,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  nnder- 
■teodiitg,  that  tbe  assent  of  the  Honse  of  Reprcsent- 
itlTea  la  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty ; 
ai  die  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits  within 
itself  all  Uie  objects  requiring  legislative  provision ; 
and  on  these  the  papers  culcd  for  can  throw  no 
Echt ;  and,  sa  it  is  essential  to  the  due  administra- 
tioo  of  tbe  OoTeromait  that  the  boundaries  fixed 
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by  the  constitution,  between  the  different  Depart- 
ments, should  be  preserved;  a  just  regard  to  the 
constitution,  and  to  tbe  duty  of  my  office,  under  all 
tbe  cireumstancea  of  this  case,  forbids  a  compliance 
with  your  request." 

The  House  of  Representatives,  after  this,  by 
two  resolutions,  expresseditheir  opinion  on  this 
subject,  the  first  of  which  is  in  the  following 
terms: 

**Setohed,  That,  it  being  declared,  bytbe  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  tbe  constitution, 
'  that  the  President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-tbirda  of  the  Senatore  jH^sent 
concur,'  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  claim 
any  agency  in  making  treaties;  bat  that,  when  a 
treaty  stipulates  regulations  on  any  of  the  subjects 
submitted  by  the  constitution  to  tbe  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  must  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  such 
BtipulationH,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  passed  by  Cktn* 
gress;  and  it  ta  tbe  constitutional  rkhtand  duty  of 
tbe  Hoose  of  Bepresentativea,  in  all  such  cases,  to 
deUberate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
carrying  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon,  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  public  good" 

Spedol  InBtraotiau  by  this  Honae  would,  I 
thinic,  be  oontrary  to  the  lettOT  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution.   **The  Fremdent  shall  have 

power  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint^ 
Ambassadors,  other  public  ^nisters,  and  Con- 
suls." The  President  also  has  power,  by  the 
constitution,  to  "fill  up  vacancies  that  may 
h^pen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session."  The  power  that 
creates,  from  necessity,  in  the  absence  of  con- 
stitutional proTid<m  and  law,  must  instruct  and 
direct. 

Ministers  may  be  appointed  and  treaties 
made,  through  the  instrmnentality  of  the  Ih^s- 
ident  alone,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  but 
cannot  be  ratified  without  the  conaent  of  two- 
thirds  of  that  body. 

The  laws  of  nations  recognize  the  making  of 
treaties  by  independent  Governments,  through 
the  agency  of  Ministers ;  and  our  constitution, 
in  obedience  to  that  principle,  has  vested  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  Ministers 
with  the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  responsible  to  tlie  nation 
for  all  treaties  made  and  adopted. 

Instructions  from  this  Uonse  catmot  ho  en- 
forced ;  for  there  is  neither  constitutioual  pro- 
vision nor  law  to  compel  obedience. 

Not  only  so — the  object  of  the  misrion  be- 
in^,  in  some  degree,  advisory.  Instructions 
might  not,  if  we  had  the  power,  be  judiciously 
given. 

If  this  Honse  has  the  power  contended  for, 
the  Senate  snrely  has,  and  the  President  also. 
And  if  the  instructions  of  the  two  several 
Houses  and  the  President  all  disagree,  what  is 
to  be  done  ?  Who  shall  Ministers  obey  I  By 
following  the  tUreotlons  of  one,  they  disobey 
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the  othen.  Besides,  a  principle  li^e  the  one 
contended  for,  vonld  be  assailing,  without  good 
oaase^  the  pmdenoe  and  wisdom  of  the  Execn- 
tire.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  alarm :  for 
all  acts  of  the  President  and  IGnisters,  in  rela- 
tion to  treaties,  must  be  reviewed  and  sanc- 
tioned by  two-thirdaof  the  Senate,  before  they 
can  be  adopted  or  bmding.  And  do  gentlemen 
doubt  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  that  august 
body  f  If  not,  where  ^e  danserf 

In  addition,  this  nation  cam  loudly  for  a 
■peedy  appropriation.  Both  principal  and  in- 
terest, in  a  commercial  and  other  points  of 
view,  (pntting  aside  every  other  consideration,) 
should  induce  ns  to  be  represented  at  the  Con- 
n*es8  of  Panama.  And  1  ventare  to  say  that 
uiree-fonrtbs  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  fall  faith  in  the  niiamon  proposed,  and  the 
acts  of  the  Presidoii  on  that  saqeet.  It  is  hu- 
mane, it  is  benevolent,  it  la  congenial  to  the 
feelinps  of  a  free  people,  to  take  an  iiderest  in 
the  rising  importanoe  of  the  South  American 
Bepublical  It  looks  to  Khe  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  man. 

Generations  to  come  will  approve  our  acts, 
and  sing  praises  to  the  philanthropists  and 
statesmen  who  inclined  a  listeaing  ear — ^lent  a 
helping  hand — ^received  with  open  arms,  and 
«ded  a  sister  Bepublio,  by  the  advice  and  wis- 
dom of  our  counsels.  We  ought  never  to  be 
wearied  with  doing  good.  'Why  then  do  we 
hesitate!  Where  is  the  cause  <n  alarm?  Once 
a^>pt  a  oold,  political,  unfeeling  i^osoi^ 
towiuda  other  nations,  and  Irt  tliat  doetrine  be 
encouraged  and  intmitilnted  until  the  pe(q>le 
<^  our  own  are  0(mtrolled  by  its  principles,  our 
Ctovemment  would  then  be  found  with  an  icicle 
at  its  heart ;  the  streams  of  justice  would  then 
cease  to  flow ;  and  we  shomd  be  shivering  in 
aiiarchy,  and  in  the  oold  embrace  of  ruin.  It 
u  the  love  of  country — the  principles  of  vir- 
tue^ humanity,  and  independence — the  liberty 
of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  of  conscience— the 
sympathetic  feelings  for  the  suffering  of  others, 
assimilated  to  dnrselvea,  tc^etber  with  a  recol- 
lection of  our  own,  and  other  heroes,  who  have 
fought  and  bled  that  man  might  be  free,  that 
cemontB,  hannonise^  and  strengthens,  that 
fdlow-feeling  which  unites  and  sustains  this 
Bepnbli<^  am  lights  up  a  glow  of  patriotism 
in  every  Amuican  heart.  Let  a  different  prin- 
tnple  once  prevail,  and  the  balance  of  power  be 
destroyed,  which  operates  as  a  powerful  mag- 
net upon  this  people,  our  Government  would 
faU  to  pieces,  and  dissolve  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
leaving  ns  afloat  amidst  the  storms  of  a  politi- 
cal ocean,  without  pilot,  chart,  or  compass. 

The  constitutional  prerogative,  vest^  in  cer- 
tain departments  in  this  Government,  in  re- 
spect to  its  diplomatic  character  with  other  na- 
tions, is  admira^y  ealcnlated  to  insure  peace 
and  prosperity,  u  other  essential  principles  of 
the  constitution  an  preserved,  and  its  intended 
distributitm  of  power  to  each  department  right- 
ly oontinned,  this  Government  is  founded 
vpoa  a  toekf  ImmoraUa  aa  Atiaa,  and  inipao 


liable  as  time ;  political  storms  may  hereafter 
arise  and  roll,  bnt^  as  long  as  the  empire  of  rea- 
son reigns,  Uie  lashing  wave  of  fiujtion  maj 
beat  in  vain. 

Aspiring  men,  intriguing  and  ambltJotn^  at 
some  flitnre  period,  may  awul,  in  its  essential 
part,  with  impetnosity,  and  apparent  success  of 
conquest,  the  battlements  of  the  constitution ; 
but  that  noble  chart  of  liberty,  purchased  by 
the  treasure,  toil,  and  blood  of  the  heroes  and 
fathers  of  tiie  Bevolntion,  in  the  hands  of  a 
virtuous,  wise,  patriotic,  uid  intelligent  people, 
will  be  preserved,  and  remmn  the  admiration 
of  future  ages,  tb  a  scroll  of  wisdom,  independ- 
ence, and  fame.  How  often  is  the  sun,  when 
marohinggallantlyonin  its  m^estic  course,  sud- 
denly olMCured  by  douds  and  storms !  Yet,  its 
powerful  rays  soon  burst  forth  in  all  its  efful- 
gence and  e^ory.  So,  in  some  respects,  onr 
ocmstitntion,  that  polar  star  of  onr  country,  ia 
often  daricened  ana  obscured  1^  the  tempesta- 
ooB  vapors  of  human  intellect  and  ingenuity  ; 
yet,  like  a  strong  ship  amidst  the  storms  of  tlie 
ocean,  she  resists  the  tempest  and  rides  upon 
the  mountain  wave,  carrying  her  gallant  crew 
in  safety  to  their  destined  port 

Mr.  Inqiuk  said:  It  is  with  great  relno- 
tance  that  I  at  any  time  intrude  myself  into  a 

Ceral  debate  on  this  floor,  because  I  cannot 
consider  any  thing  that  I  might  have  to 
say,  when  subjects  are  wj  fully  and  much  more 
ably  discussed  by  others,  as  an  intrusion  upon 
the  patience  of  membera,  rather  than  as  hanng 
even  a  clidm  to  tSimr  indulgence.  There  are, 
however,  occadons  when,  even  under  these 
objeedons,  members  may  be  justified  in  cxer- 
dsing  their  common  right  or  delivering  tli^r 
sentiments,  and  offering  their  reasons  for  thdr 
vote  more  fully  than  they  can  be  known  from 
a  naked  vete  on  the  journal.  It  often  hapx>eiia 
that  those  who  disagree  as  to  many  of  their 
prembes,  will  unite  in  their  conclurions ;  and, 
also,  that  those  who  agree  in  their  premi»«a, 
mdnly,  may  differ  in  their  oonclusiona  These 
con^derations,  were  there  no  otliers,  seem  to 
require  of  me  to  avail  myself'  of  the  occasion 
to  present  to  the  committee  and  to  my  constit- 
uents, the  reasons  which  will  govern  the  vote 
I  am  about  to  g^ve.  Before  I  proceed  to  the 
general  course  of  remark  which  I  had  pre- 
scribed to  myself^  it  will  be  proper  to  notice 
some  of  the  observations  of  my  colleague,  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr.  Thomsox.)  Uy 
ooUeagoo  has  assumed  the  pontion  first  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webbtebj  and  occupied  by  all  who  have  smoe 
spoken  on  the  same  side.  I  understand  it  to 
be  this :  that,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  we 
attempt  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power, 
inasmuch  as  the  treaty-making  power  is  vested 
in  another  body,  and  hence  we  have  no  ri^t 
to  iiutruet  the  Freddent  as  to  what  measures 
he  ought  or  ought  not  to  negotiate  about  with 
foreign  powers:  and,  consequently,  we  have 
no  power  or  right  to  pedare  onr  oj^on  in  re* 
Umitotlie  meaaares  poposed  to  be  adopted 
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M  Panama,  in  the  manner  and  form  of  the 
amendment  now  under  consideration.  If  mj 
oolleagoe,  and  those  who  hare  preceded  him, 
had  made  out  their  case,  or  even  ^ven  it  a 
plausible  q>pearazice,  it  woold  have  been  an 
important  addition  to  their  ai^nment ;  bnt  in 
this  I  think  they  have  entirely  &iled.  In  &e 
first  place,  the  amendment  proposed  is  not  an 
oBkAtl  hutraoUcoL  in  fixm  or  sobstanoe,  and 
mnit  bAve  required  modi  aid  of  the  imagina- 
tion to  conceive  of  it  as  saoh.  The  amend- 
ment is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  mmple  dec- 
laration of  the  opinion  of  those  who  vote  for 
it,  in  relation  to  a  great  qnestion  of  nation^ 
policy,  which  I  hold  ve  have  an  inherent  right 
to  make,  by  virtae  of  oar  relation  to  the  people 
and  the  oonntry.  Bnt  I  go  fnrUier,  and,  -I 
trust,  will  be  able  to  show  Coat  the  ezpresraon 
ci  Boch  an  opinion  is  clearly  within  the  ex- 
pressly delegated  powers  of  Congress. 

I  admit  that  few  ocoaraons  will  be  likely  to 
arise,  wher^  it  woold  be  «xpecUflnt  or  neoes- 
BKTj  for  tlua  Hoose  to  declare  its  opioion  on 
Eoeh  subjects ;  but  of  this  the  Hoose  will  be 
the  jodge  for  itself  and  of  coarse  each  mem- 
ber mast  Judge  for  faimselC  X  have  no  donbt 
tiie  present  case  will  most  ftiUy  justify  the 
dedfliBtion  proposed.  It  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tlemen cannot  be  aware,  when  they  thos  deny 
the  right  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatires  to 
instruct  the  President,  (as  they  are  pleased  to 
call  it,)  in  the  form  of  this  amendment,  of  the 
ioexbicable  difficulties  into  which  their  doc- 
trines will  lead  them.  They  cannot  muntain 
their  position  without  denying  every  po#er  of 
Cmigress  upon  the  most  unimportant  mterests 
committed  to  their  cfaa^e.  Do  thej  nc^  ex- 
teod  to  all  Bobjects  legislatiion  within  &e 
Bmits  prescribed  by  the  constitution?  Kone 
will  sorely  deny  that  snch  a  legislative  power 
b  vested  in  Congress,  and  I  ask  no  other  ad- 
missions, (it  is  not  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  my  argnment,  to  rely  upon  the  impeaching 
power ;)  the  le^lative  power  nndoabtedly 
most  o>nlprebend  within  it  the  use  of  the  ne- 
cessary eiA  proper  means  for  its  exercise,  and 
Hio  applici^on  of  those  means  to  the  acoom- 
S^dimeat  of  its  I^itimate  objects.  This  pow- 
er extends  to  the  regalati<m  m  oonmieToe— the 
dndaration  of  war--aiid  I  believe  tovery  oon- 
etivsble  oUeot  in  <me  Aape  or  wiotiier,  em- 
braced  within  the  treafy-making  power.  We 
pass  UwB  in  relation  to  foreign  commerce, 
which  subject  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 
treaty-masing  power;  to  alliances,  offensive 
and  defensive,  which  also  belong  to  the  treaty- 
making  power.  These  may  involve  war,  and 
yet  the  power  to  declare  war  belongs  to  Con- 
gress. By  pursuing  the  subject  in  this  way,  we 
ihonid  find  the  treaty-making  and  l^slative 
power  so  blended  as  to  be  wholly  inseparable ; 
tfiey  are,  in  £act,  so  interwoven  together,  that 
tbe  aUest  mea.  who  have  ever  disoossed  the 
Nlgeet  In  ^ther  Honse  oi  Congress,  do  not 
npear  to  have  been  satisfied  themselves  where 
BB  line  of  Mptratjfm  isL  Numerou  examplaB 
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have  been  given,  wherein  this  House  had  exer- 
cised the  same  power  now  proposed,  viz ;  That 
of  declaring  its  opinions  on  matters  belonging 
to  the  treaty-makuig  power.  I  will  not  repeat 
these,  bnt  refer  to  other  examples,  in  my  Judg- 
ment even  much  stronger. 

On  the  8d  of  Man^  181B,  Congress  passed 
ft  law  proposinfL  in  tenoa,  to  all  foreign  ua- 
tions^  who  woold  repeal  their  disctiminating 
imj^ost  and  tonnage  aoties  in  relation  to  the 
United  Statea,  that,  as  soon  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shoold  be  satisfied  of  the 
fact,  onr  discriminating  duti^  in  relation  to 
such  nations,  should  also  be  repealed ;  and  this 
law  has  been  acted  upon  in  nnmerons  coses, 
with  and  without  treaty  stipnlatlons.  The 
measure  was  recommended  by  President  Madi- 
son, and  has  been  acted  on  by  all  who  have 
followed  him.  It  was  not  merely  the  declara- 
tion of  the  opinion,  bnt  a  declaration  of  the 
will  of  the  whole  legislative  body,  on  a  subject 
olearlT  within  the  treaty-making  power,  and 
that  declaration  made  pre^oody  too.  There 
is  another  example,  still  much  stronger,  if  pos- 
sible, to  show  that  the  legislative  power  is  in- 
separable from,  and  even  paramount  to,  the 
treaty-making  power.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
old  Congress  made  two  treaties  with  France, 
one  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  tlie 
other  of  amity  and  commerce.  These  treaties 
were  made  when  the  United  States  were  in 
close  connection  with  that  country,  onited  by 
sympathies  and  interests  of  tbe  most  imposing 
diaracter;  in  1798,  Congress  by  law,  abro- 
gated both  treaties.  la  it  not,  then,  i^e  to  as- 
sert that  it  is  onoonstitnticmal  to  declare  our 
opinion  on  treaty-making  questions,  when  we 
have  declared  onr  will,  botb  by  previous  and 
snbsequent  le^dfttion  1  Here  I  would  remark, 
by  the  way,  that,  when  these  treaties  were 
formed,  none  supposed  that  they  conld  become 
a  subject  of  dimonlty ;  but  tbe  designation  of 
the  articles  considered  contraband,  in  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  France,  not  being  ingrafted 
in  the  treaty  with  England,  in  1794,  commonly 
called  Jay'a  treaty,  was  the  cause  of  the  ditfi- 
culties  between  the  United  States  and  France^ 
and  also  with  England,  which  led  to  spoliations 
and  depredations  upon  our  commerce  under 
Orders  of  Council  and  Decrees,  in  violation  of 
national  law,  from  that  time,  until  they  ternu- 
nated  in  the  lat^  war  with  England.  These 
difficulties  had  their  origin  in  national  sympa- 
thies, and  were  promoted  by  the  same  cause, 
until  they  ended  as  I  have  mentioned. 

My  colleague  has  swd,  however,  that  we,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  cannot  act  in  rela- 
tion to  subjects  which  the  Congress  can.  I  do 
not  comprehend  the  distinction.  Congrefis 
never  can  act  as  a  joint  body.  We  act  sepa- 
rately. Each  House  commences  snch  measures 
as  it  thinks  proper  to  adopt,  and  it  begins  by 
referring  them  to  committees,  who  examine, 
investigate,  and  report  their  opinion,  either  in 
a  general  report,  reaolotion,  or  bUl,  This  is 
the  b^uung  of  onr  acta ;  and  12ie  Ibnue,  ex* 
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ercising  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  commit- 
tee, declares  its  opinion  for  or  against  the  re- 

gorts  of  the  oommittees,  or  modifies  them, 
ach  is  the  practice  and  constant  process  of 
our  Legislature.  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  to 
Icnow  what  my  colleague  means,  when  he  says, 
Congress  may  declare  its  opinion  on  anhjects 
not  within  tlie  competency  of  theHoase  to  de- 
oWe  its  opinion  npon. 

I  do  not  thmk  my  colleague  has  made  out 
his  case,  that  we  are  about  to  exercise  an  un- 
constitutional power  by  iastrncting  the  Presi- 
dent ;  bat,  if  he  had  moved  V>  change  'the  form 
of  the  resolution,  so  as  to  obviate  every  ap- 
pearance of  its  being  an  instruction,  and  this 
motion  had  been  n^ected,  then  be  inight  have 
some  right  to  insist  that  the  resolution  was  ob- 
jectionable in  form ;  if  he  would  ma^e  such  a 
motion,  withont  affecting  the  substance,  he 
should  have  my  vote  cheerfully ;  but  there  is 
no  form  in  which  an  opinion  on  this  subject 
could  be  declared,  which  might  not  be  object- 
ed to  for  the  same  reason. 

The  subject  does  appear  to  me  so  pltun,  that 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  an  objec- 
tion has  been  made  so  cnrrent  among  the  op- 
ponents of  this  amendment,  unless,  indeed,  the 
wane  of  more  substantial  ground  to  rest  upon 
has  forced  gentlemen  to  occupy  this.  Oor  ob- 
ject is  to  declare  oor  of^iuon  npon  a  great 
measure  of  national  polioyf  not  tn  the  form  of 
official  instructions,  but  with  a  Tiew  to  making 
known  that  opinion,  as  well  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Ctovemment  as  to  the  world. 
This  opinion  can  have  no  other  than  a  moral 
influence ;  and  in  that  respect  it  is  intended, 
and  will  not  be  disregarded.  And  it  is  very 
immaterial  as  to  wliat  form  of  words  it  may 
be  expressed  in,  so  as  that  they  may  be  under- 
stood. My  colleague  has  pressed  the  argument 
with  sacli  earnestness,  that  I  cannot  doubt  his 
sincerity ;  but  he  has  surely  not  examined  the 
whole  subject,  or  he  would  have  seen  to  what 
difficidties  such  anti-republican  doctrines  would 
lead  him.  He  says,  we  have  no.  power  to  in- 
stroot,  because  we  cannot  compel  the  Presi- 
dent. I  am  Boriy  to  see  my  colleague  so  mis- 
led by  a  sympathetic  sensibility  to  Executive 
supremacy.  I  do  not  feel  it,  nor  would  my 
principles  permit  mo  to  cultivate  it,  whoever 
might  be  ft^sident.  Is  it  true  that  this  House 
cannot  compel  the  President  in  any  case  I  I 
will  not  follow  my  colleague  in  his  supposi- 
tions, "  that  wo  might  as  well  order  the  Presi- 
dent, by  law  or  resolution,  to  appoint  this  or 
that  ofBcer  of  the  army  or  na\7',  to  this  or  that 
station,"  as  adopt  this  amendment. 

That  power  is  not  legislative ;  it  is  a  pure, 
unmixea  Executive  power,  although  I  oonld 
find  an  example,  daring  the  late  war,  in  which 
an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  President 
by  law  from  sending  the  army  across  tiie  line ; 
that  was,  however,  a  mere  ebullition  of  faction 
which  cannot  be  defended.  But  is  this  House 
without  power  "  to  compel  the  President  1 " 
I  will  pat  a  case  for  the  ocmddenitifm  of  those 


who  advance  tliis  doctrine,  so  degrading  to  tfaa 
power  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  Sup- 
pose the  country  to  be  involved  in  war.  a 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  exercise  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  Hoose,  in  pro- 
vidiug  the  means.  Overtures  for  peace  are 
made :  the  President  sends  Ministers  to  nego- 
tiate. It  is,  however,  known  to  this  House, 
that  the  enemy  have  offered  an  honorable 
peace.  The  President,  ambitious  of  coaqnest, 
refuses  to  make  peace :  will  you  then  tell  me 
that  this  House  has  no  constitutional  right  to 
declare  ite  opinion,  because  it  cannot  make  a 
treaty}  What  would  the  House  do  in  this 
case  i  I  put  it  to  every  member  who  has  de- 
nied oor  oonstitntional  right  to  express  onr 
opinion  in  this  case,  to  say  what  he  would  do 
in  tiiat  ease ;  wonld  he  suffer  the  interest  and 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  country  to  be  jeo^ 
ardized  by  an  ambitions  President,  and  »\t 
ulently  and  submissively  voting  the  supplies, 
without  expressing  an  opinion  f  Sir,  we  woula 
not  hesitate  a  moment  to  speak  to  him  in  a 
voice  that  he  oould  not  misunderstand.  We 
would  not  speak  by  adding  a  Hder  to  our  ap- 

firopriation  bill,  but  we  would  speak  by  reso- 
ution,  and  say  to  him,  you  must  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  Would  any  President  disregard  such 
an  admonition  f  I  should  like  to  know  wheth- 
er a  resolution  of  that  kind  would  be  an  on- 
oonstitntional  instruction  to  tho  President. 
Call  it  what  you  please,  the  President  would 
be  compelled  to  obey ;  he  must  send  his  Mini«> 
ters  instructed  to  make  peace.  Sir,  would  gen- 
tiemen  deny  to  this  House  the  power  which,  ia 
such  cases,  is  exercised  by  the  Britiiih  Parlia- 
ment ?  The  President  is  an  agent  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  he  Is  not  presumed,  under  tlic  form  of  our 
Government,  to  possess  any  sovereign  power ; 
he  only  exercises  delegated  power.  The  sov- 
ereign power  of  this  nation  rests  in  tlie  peo- 
ple ;  but,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  British 
Constitution,  it  is  in  the  king,  and  yet  there  tlie 
Parliament,  when  it  determines  for  peace, 
makes  known  its  desiro  to  the  sovereign,  and 
he  must  obey.  Sach  was  the  decoration  of 
ParUament,  which  terminated  the  war  a^inst 
us  in  the  Revolution,  and  gave  us  onr  iude- 

Eendence.  [Mr.  Thoubox  cxphuned:  he  paid, 
e  did  not  deny  the  power  to  express  opinion, 
but  to  instruct.]  I  am  not  aware,  said  Mr.  I., 
that  I  have  misstated  any  expression  of  my  col- 
league j  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  my  very  great  personal  respect  for  him,  if 
not  for  myself,  would  forbid  that  1  could  in- 
tend to  misstate  or  misrepresent  any  argument. 
I  think,  however,  he  must  be  satisfied,  that,  if 
such  a  resolution  as  that  before  us  is  exception* 
able  on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  instruction, 
that  every  declaration  of  opinion  by  thia 
House,  on  subjects  which  belong,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  the  Executive  duties,  muEit  also  be  un- 
constitutional. Before  I  take  leave  of  my  col- 
le^ue,  I  would  say  a  word  on  tlie  topic  of  con- 
fidence, which  has  been  introduced  into  thia 
debate  as  a  principal  foundation  of  the  t^posi- 
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tioD  to  thu  UDdDcbnent.  It  Is  of  some  impor- 
tanoe  that  we  should  understand  tt.  I  would 
r^KiM  the  same  confidence  in  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  as  snch,  that  I  wonld  in  an- 
other ;  bnt  no  degree  of  confidence  that  I  maj 
repose  in  say  othir  department  can  relieve  me 
from  mj  own  proper  reepoiisibilitf.  Gentle- 
men will  not  say  uiat  we  ought  not  to  examine 
bills  from  the  Smate,  beoanse  we  have  confi- 
dence in  that  body ;  nor  to  it  an  improper  dis- 
trosfc  for  ns  to  eMmine  their  biUa,  with  an 
much  eare  ae  we  do  those  reported  by  onr  own 
eosDmitteea.  So  ctf  the  Fr«dent;  where  Ids 
dntiea  are  involved  with  ours,  and  we  have  a 
Joint  reflponnbilit7,  we  mnst  judge  for  onr- 
BBlTes,  ai^  act  in  accordance  with  that  Judg- 
ment, and  not  upon  confidence.  These  are  my 
views  npon  this  point.  Uy  colleagae  says, 
forma  are  every  tiling  t  I  understand  him  to 
mean  oonstitational  forms.  In  this  I  agree 
with  him ;  bat  have  not  been  able  to  perceive 
the  slightest  obstacle  to  this  reeolntion  in  any 
forms  of  the  constitation :  on  the  other  hand, 
I  tiiink  I  have  shown  that  onr  right  to  express 
an  opinion  in  this  case  is  an  nndonbted,  per- 
fect, constitatloDal  right,  derived  frtHn  onr 
Widative  power^and  dearly  witlun  the  q>here 
of  onr  duties.  The  natm«  of  our  obligation, 
in  relation  io  ^tpropriationa,  has  also  been 
bronght  into  this  disonssion,  and  I  will  take 
tUs  oocaffl(m  to  explun  my  views  of  it.  There 
are  three  classes  of  appropriations  made  by 
Congress,  let.  Thoee  ovvt  which  we  have  an 
■ndonbted  discretion.  2d.  Those  made  in  pnr- 
saaoce  of  cootraots.  8d.  Those  made  obliga- 
tory by  the  constitution.  Of  this  last  class  are 
the  salaries  which  the  coostitntion  has  declared 
shall  not  be  diminished,  snch  as  those  of  the 
Judges  of  the  United  States  Oonrts,  dec.  With 
reapeet  to  these  three,  there  is  not  only  a 
monl,  bnt  a  oonstitati<Hial  oUkaUmt :  we  are 
sworn  to  support  the  oonstitntKHif  and  cannot 
withhold  a  salary  which  tiiat  inatrnment  has 
declared  shall  not  be  diminished.  The  next 
dasB  of  appropriations,  aboat  which  there  is 
any  donbtr  is  that  made  in  porraance  of  con- 
tract, whether  in  pnrsoanoe  of  treaties,  or  oth- 
ar  oonb-acts. 

I  hold  it  to  be  incontrovertible,  that,  when- 
ever the  constitQtion  has  given  us  the  power, 
witbont  qualification,  to  do  any  act,  we  most 
be  vested  with  a  disca«Uonary  power  to  deter- 
mine apoa  its  expediency :  the  obligation  can- 
not be  abeolnte.  It  hasbeenaud  that  we  have 
the  phyncal  power.  I  su  we  have  the  oonsti- 
totimial  powo-.  There  is,  however,  a  moral 
oUigation  npon  ns  to  exercise  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  power,  according  to  the  principles 
of  jostioe  and  good  faitii — m  which  we  most 
be  the  jndgee.  Every  contract,  however, 
which  depends  upon  an  appropriation  for  its 
final  execution,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ease,  be  made  subject  to  that  condition :  but  I 
win  admit  the  obligation  to  be  much  stronger 
to  appropriate  where  a  contract  exists,  than 
wbm  tbive  is  none,  and  which,  aoocnrding  to 


my  Judgment,  resolves  itself  Into  this:  That, 
where  an  appropriation  is  asked  to  carrr  into 
fall  eSwt  a  contract  of  any  kind,  thoee  who  re- 
fuse it  must  incur  the  responsibility  of  showing 
good  and  Bu£Boient  reasons  for  not  granting  it ; 
they  must  satisfy  their  own  consdenoes  thai 
the  public  interest  forbids  the  grant  (tf  money; 
the  Durden  of  the  proof  lies  upon  them ;  the 
presumptions  are  all  in  favor  of  the  apprc^itria- 
tlon.  Bnt,  in  ordinary  oases,  the  burden  ot 
proof  lies  on  the  oOur  ride;  belbre  money  ooa 
pr<»erly..  be  aaked  from  the  Treastur,  the  ne- 
ceeatty  for  it  must  be  shown.  This  I  consider 
a  safe  and  sonnd  doctrine  on  this  subject,  from 
which  nothing  is  to  be  feared,  if  it  is  fiuthfoUy 
adhered  to. 

In  another  part  of  the  arguments  of  my  col- 
league, he  qaoted  a  paragrai>h  from  an  address 
to  tilie  people  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  conven- 
tion of  that  State  who  nominated  General 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
So  far  from  finding  any  tiling  in  that  paper  to 
weaken  the  porition  I  have  taken,  I  acowd, 
heart  and  band,  with  evca*y  sentiment  that  he 
has  quoted.  That  declaration,  as  w^  as  1h9 
meniorftble  Heiaage  to  which  be  refers,  waa 
predicated  tm  a  state  of  things  which  no  on* 
now  pretends  to  have  exisiwioe :  That  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  about  to  engage  in  a  war  not 
merely  against  Sonth  America,  but  agunst  all 
free  Oovemmenta.  Had  such  a  purpose  been 
known  to  exist,  to  an  extent  that  would  have 
comprehended  our  Gkivemment,  it  would  have 
been  no  cUfferenoe  where  they  struck  the  blow; 
such  a  war  would  have  been  our  war ;  but  even 
in  snch  a  case  we  should  not  have  been  willing 
to  have  entangled  ourselves  with  any  agree* 
ments  to  guarantee  the  free  institutions  of  South 
America :  for  these  might  have  been  changed 
by  the  people  themselvea,  wHh  which  we  had 
no  right  to  inteiibre.  Bnt  there  is  no  sach  out 
befbre  na  now.  What  are  we  about  to  dot 
If  tiiere  is  any  meaning  In  the  language  of  these 
documents,  one  and  ul,  we  are  to  enter  into 
stipulations  with  the  Oougress  at  Panama  that 
we  wUl  resist  any  interference  of  the  Govern- 
ment* of  jEurope  in  the  war  between  South 
America  and  Spain,  under  any  circQmBtanoea 
that  such  a  war  migbt  arise.  Is  not  this  very 
different  I  Oan  we,  having  a  due  r^ard  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  and  safety  of  our  own 
country,  enter  into  an  agreement  that  ml^ht 
bind  us  to  engage  in  a  war  for  any  other  nation 
or  nations  on  tiie  face  of  the  earth,  whether  it 
was  Just  or  not  I  lam  opposed  to  etering  into 
any  stipulations  of  this  natore,  and  believe  w» 
ought  to  leave  the  Oovemmttit  ft«e  to  detei^ 
mine  that  question,  whenever  the  ease  shall  arise, 
and  not  commit  ourselves  beforehand,  as  it  is 
proposed  to  do.  Shall  we  oompromit  the  hap- 
pinesB  of  this  pec^le,  and  the  cnaracter  of  onr 
Government,  by  stipulating  with  the  Southern 
Americw  nations  that  we  will  go  to  war  with 
Russia  or  England  ft>r  ten  or  fifteen  miles  or 
leasnes  of  the  northwest  coast  f  In  short,  nr, 
ahw  we  unite  oar  deatinj  with  that  of  any  oth^ 
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er  nation  on  the  fiuse  of  the  slohe?  I  hare 
never  ceased  to  STmpathize  with  the  people  of 
Sonthem  Amerioa  in  their  straggle  for  lihertj; 
Uiere  is  scarcely  a  man  in  this  nation  who  has 
not  ^Tmpathixed  with  them ;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  we  shall  be  carried  awaj  by  these 
•Tmpathies  to  entangle  onrselves  in  their  for- 
tiffi.  dispntea  or  wars. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  every  nation 
wiiieh  has  establisbed  free  institndons,  will  al- 
wi^B  act  with  jnstice  in  its  disputes.  Idevoot- 
Iv  wish  they  may  do  so ;  but,  in  the  nature  of 
uiings,  we  have  no  secority  that  they  will. 
Bat,  SQppoee  we  enter  into  the  stipolations  and 
"Joint  declaration  '*  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident, will  the  South  American  Governments 
be  the  more  likc^  to  act  withjastice  towards 
other  nations?  fining  the  United  States  at 
their  back,  will  it  make  them  more  careful  to 
Bot  with  Jnatioe  and  pmdeace  in  their  foreign 
policy  t  Power  often  forgets  right,  among  na- 
tions, as  wen  as  men,  and  the  stronger  we 
make  soch  combinations  the  more  ^t  they  will 
be  to  disregard  jastice.  Oar  policy  is  peaceful, 
and  the  carainal  virtue  of  Republican  Govern- 
ment should  be  justice.  Whatever  compromits 
these,  jeopardizes  not  only  the  happiness  of  a 
free  people,  hut  the  character  of  their  Govern- 
ment. I  will  say  nothing  in  answer  to  the  ar- 
guments for  this  political  mission,  addressed  to 
oar  cupidity  and  love  of  trade.  Eveiy  one 
knows  that  no  commercial  treaties  can  be  formed 
at  Panama.  Ibat  power  ia  expressly  reserved 
from  the  Congress  in  the  treaties  between  those 
Statea;  beeidaa,  we  have  oommwHal  treetiea 
with  most  of  the  States  already,  and  no  serious 
diffioolties  exist  in  mining  othm. 

Why  this  snbjeot  has  been  introduced  I  know 
.not,  unless  to  operate  upon  those  who  may  not 
have  the  means  of  detecting  its  ftUacy.  I  re- 
ear  to  the  question,  then,  Have  we  a  right,  or 
have  we  not,  to  declare  our  opinion  on  this 
great  question  of  policy  t  If  we  have  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  this  amendment,  we 
commit  an  act  of  usurpation ;  bat  if  we  have 
^  power,  and  oonsequently  the  right,  those  who 
dei^  it  endeavor,  by  artificial  toiu  and  nets,  to 
onbarrasi  the  free  deliberations  of  this  House, 
and  are  guilty  of  a  flagrant  attempt  to  prostrate 
its  rijrtita  and  power  at  the  feeA  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Qovemment.  One  or 
the  other  of  theee  <K»iclasioiu  mnst  follow— we 
lutve  tiie  power  and  the  rif^t,  or  we  have  it 
not 

I  will  not  stop  to  consider  the  form  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  used  for  this  pnrpose, 
nor  to  examine  the  coastitotional  objection  to 
this  amendment,  urged  by  the  gentieman  from 
Uassachasetta,  on  account  of  its  having  the 
words  "  being  understood  "  at  the  bead  of  it. 
The  fear  of  m^  vote's  "  being  anderstood  "  is 
no  objection  with  me.  It  is  for  that  purpose  I 
Tote  iSor  tlie  amoi&nent.  We  propose  to  de- 
clare, in  m  distinct  and  separate  rMdntion,  in 
leipeDtAil  terms,  the  sentiments  of  this  House, 
tUfM  we  believe,  g^"  this  nation,  on  a  great 
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subject  of  national  policy,  which  is  also,  as  has 
been  shown  incidentally,  connected  with  our 
legislative  powers ;  and  such  a  declaration  ia 
met,  not  by  a  denial  of  the  trath  of  its  propor- 
tions, but  by  the  assertion  that  it  is  an  infringe- 
ment upon,  an  Invaaon  oC  the  Executive  pre* 
rogfdives  I  Have  I  not  sbown  that  this  doo- 
tnae  is  wholly  unsound  f  But  I  will  appeal  to 
the  opii^on  of  the  Preudent  himself  who,  I  am 
sure,  would  not  venture  to  advance  the  doc- 
trines we  have  heard  on  this  floor.  I  am 
bound  to  believe,  from  the  evidence  contained 
in  his  Kessage,  that  he  thought  we  ought  to 
express  our  opinion,  not  only  in  general,  but  in 
detail ;  because  I  must  believe  that  he  meant  to 
act  candidly  and  f^rly  with  us,  when  he  sab- 
mitted  this  whole  sat^jeot  to  the  detenni- 
nation  "  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives ;  that, 
in  his  cconmanication,  he  meant  to  addrMS  this 
House  88  a  deified  statesman  would  alwi^ 
address  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  be  was  connected.  I  think 
it  derogatory  to  his  character  to  suppose  that 
he  intended  we  should  decide  in  the  gross  for 
or  against  this  meeanre^  without  remence  to 
its  details. 

What  would  be  the  incontrovertible  infer- 
ence, under  these  circumstances,  if  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  this  House  shall  negative 
this  proposition,  after  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  Babmitted  this  matter  to  us  ?  Would  he 
not  have  a  right  to  believe — would  not  the 
nation  and  the  world  think — that  this  House 
were  in  flavor  of  oompromiting  the  fbtore  neu- 
trality of  the  oountay  r  Every  man  common 
80186  would  80  undwstand  It.  Gentlemen  may 
rest  as  weD  as  they  can  upcm  their  nice  wire- 
drawn distinctions ;  the  people  of  this  country 
will  not  look  to  these ;  they  will  always  look 
to  substance  when  they  want  to  Judge  of  our 
acts,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  can 
Judge  of  them.  They  will  find  our  names  re- 
corded on  the  Journal  either  in  favor  of  or 
agunst  a  policy  which  is  intended  to  commit 
our  future  neutrality.  With  them,  too,  we  shall 
find  that  forms  are  nothing,  sabstance  every 
thing;  and  gentlemen  who  incline  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  on  account  of  form,  will 
do  well  to  reflect  upon  the  portion  they  will 
be  placed  in.  These  reoorda  may  rise  in  Judg> 
ment  against  them,  and  the  time  may  come 
when  the  entan^lementa  we  are  now  aboot  to 
commence  will  mduce  our  posterity  to  look 
bade  into  them,  and  point  with  soorn  to  the 
names  of  the  men  who  first  sanctioned  this 
scheme  of  a  political  connection  with  foreign 
countries.  Ine  Prewdent  will  stand  jnstifiod 
— ^it  will  be  seen  that  he  submitted  the  whole 
question  for  the  "free  determination  "  of  the 
HouBO  of  Representaitves,.  Whether  right  or 
wrong,  he  consulted  both  branches  of  Congress, 
and  they  not  only  sanctioned  the  measure,  but 
negatived  a  declaration  th'at  we  ought  to  pur* 
sue  our  old  policy  of  avwding  entangling  alli- 
anoee.  It  will  be  no  excuse  to  say  that  thia 
dung  was  done  beenue  moaben  thon^t  it  lop 
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delioate  to  express  aay  c^iaion;  and,  in  order 
to  justify  themielTea,  oonkmed  the  FreaideDt's 
ICeasage  to  meuk  what  he  never  intended,  and 
in  conta«dictiou  to  its  moet  obTknu  import.  I 
wonld  urge  gentlemen  to  gnard  witli  Jefdons 
eanti<m  eTeiy  appearance  of  departnre  l^om  a 
pofic^  so  deeply  interesting  and  vital  to  the 
happinesB  of  Uiis  nation.  This  is  not  all,  sir ; 
the  policy  now  proposed  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  adiRonitiona  and  farewell  advice  of  the 
most  illnstrioas  man  that  ever  lived.  His  ad- 
vice I  wonld  almost  admit  to  be  conclosive 
with  me  in  all  oases.  He  had  vast  and  com- 
prehensive views  of  the  interests  of  his  country, 
and  his  heart  had  .Boaree  a  throb  bnt  for  her 
prosperity.  I  would  tliink  myself  very  safe  in 
adopting  hia  lSu«well  advioe  for  my  political 
Bible ;  and  to  act  npon  ftith  on  It,  withoot  ap- 
That  great  man  perfectly  nnderatood  t£e 
rons  tendency  of  forming  pcdiUeal  conneo- 
tions  and  alliances  with  foreign  nations,  and 
how  easy  it  was,  by  an  entauf^ment  with  one 
nation,  to  excite  the  hostility  and  jealoasy  of 
others.  He  clearly  foresaw  that  snch  connec- 
tions conld  easly  involve  the  nation  in  war, 
even  without  the  consent  of  Its  Government  or 
the  people.  A  pledge  thus  given  commits  the 
public  faith,  and  the  occasion  might  happen  in 
which  there  wonld  be  no  choice  for  the  Gov- 
«mmeiit,  bnt  to  violate  the  Cdtii  of  the  nation, 
or- go  to  war.  The  hi^est  responnbility  de- 
volved upon  Oongresa  u  the  power  to  declare 
w«r;  bat  ewrj  purpose  of  the  otmstitation  Is 
defeated,  if  we  are  invdved  in  war  by  a  pledge 
of  ftith  or  treaty  of  aUianoe,  in  which  Oon- 
gresa has  not  been  consulted.  But  we  are  told 
tiie  measures  to  be  negotiated  at  Panama  can- 
not possibly  involve  us  in  war.  I  pot  it  to  the 
candor  of  every  member  who  hears  me,  whether 
this  assumption  is  not  wholly  unfounded  f 
Why  is  it  proposed  to  make  a  "Joint  declara- 
tion *'  that  no  £nropean  nation  shall  interfere 
between  Sp«nand  the  South  American  States? 
Why  is  it  proposed  to  atipolate  with  the  South 
American  GoverommtB  that  we  will  not  per- 
vAt  oolonixation  on  our  territory  ?  Is  it  empty 
wind,  or  do  we  intend  to  folfil  what  we  prom- 
ise? If  we  do,  and  the  case  occurs,  we  must 
go  to  war,  without  being  left  free  to  Judge  of 
the  exigency,  or  we  mnst  violate  our  national 
^th.  These  considerations  prove  as  well  the 
right  as  the  expediency  of  declaring  what  we 
brieve  to  be  the  true  policy  of  the  country.  It 
is  therefore  oor  moat  solemn  duty  to  dedare 
oar  opinion,  whatever  it  may  he ;  and  any  at- 
tempt to  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  that  duty, 
by  nice  hair-splitting  technicalities,  and  su^ 
constitutional  difficulties  as  we  have  heard  ad- 
vanced, I  cannot  but  consider  as  a  most  fla- 
grant attempt  toprostrate  the  rights  of  tiie  peo- 
ple, and  of  wia  muse,  at  the  feet  of  Executive 
power.  These  doctrines  were  not  taught  in 
the  old  Repnblioan  school,  and  I  trust  they 
will  never  be  current  In  our  oountrv.  They 
not  only  nndwmine  the  foundation  oi  our  sys- 
tem, bat  they  are  so  palpably  inomuistent^  that 
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some  other  consideration  than  their  intrinsio 
merit,  must  be  neoessanr  to  induce  any  one  to 
adopt  them.  We  may  declare  to  the  IVesident 
that  he  shall  make  peace.  We  may  declare 
that  any  treaty,  when  made,  ought  to  be  abro- 
gated ;  and  we  may  refuse  to  carry  on  war. 
All  these  moat  important  powers,  the  exercise 
of  which  is  fraught  with  such  hazardous  conse- 
quences, cannot  be  denied  to  us ;  bnt  we  are 
gravely  told  that  we  violate  the  constitution,  if 
we  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  any  one 
of  these  subjects.  After  the  danger  has  occur- 
red, we  may  app4y  a  remedy  to  the  evil,  but  we 
must  not  give  an  opinion  by  way  of  a  preven- 
tive 1  Can  any  thing  be  more  absurd  ?  On  the 
contrary,  I  maintun,  that  the  true  theory  of 
our  Government  requires,  on  all  |^«Rt  and  mo- 
mentous questions,  that  there  should  be  some 
previous  sanction  of  all  the  branches,  in  order 
to  secure  its  harmonioua  operation — ^not  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  aome  gentlemen  in  this 
case,  but  by  a  "  free  determination  upon  the 
whole  merita  of  the  measure.  We  have  had 
indeed  the  semblance  of  free  deliberations  prof- 
fered to  us  in  this  case,  bnt  nothing  more.  Ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  laid  down  here,  it  has 
in  fitct  been  more  like  a  snare  laid  for  nn, 
(whether  so  intended  or  not,)  than  any  thingelse. 

The  President  sends  a  proposition,  inviting 
onr  free  detennination  npon  it;  and  when  we 
are  abaai  to  express  onr  opinion  as  to  the  meas- 
nrei  he  jffoposes,  we  are  met  on  the  tiirediold, 
by  his  most  oonfldential  Mends  in  this  House, 
and  told  that  we  must  not  look  into  the  details 
of  this  measure ;  we  must  not  even  look  into 
the  documents  he  has  sent  us  for  the  evidence 
of  his  intentions ;  we  must  consider  tiie  whole 
project  in  grosa,  and  have  full  confidence  in  the 
Executive  discretion ;  and  that  we  wiU  violate 
the  constitution,  if  we  express  any  opinion  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  oor  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations.  This  is  not  all.  We  may  consider 
the  propriety  of  making  the  approprbtion,  bnt 
subject  to  tiie  "moral  obligatKm^'  of  voting 
the  snppliea  to  carry  into  effect  whatever  the 
President  and  Smate  miqr  oonstitutionany  do  I 

If  this  is  "  free  determhiation,**  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  it.  Such  m^  be  the  appearance 
on  tite  Journals,  bnt  it  cannot  be  real ;  the  whole 
tendeooy  of  such  doctrines  is,  to  make  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  absolute,  and  prostrate  this 
House  at  its  feet.  The  President  may  discuss 
his  measures  before  us,  onr  committees  may 
discuss  them,  and  make  long  detailed  reports 
upon  all  the  topics  snggested  by  the  President, 
and  express  their  opinions  on  each,  bat  this 
House  must  not  speak,  unless  it  be  iu  an  affirm- 
ative response  to  the  Executive  edict.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  so  mnch  zeal  in  aupport  of  what  I 
consider  a  repudiated  doctrine,  on  Executive 
confidence,  and  especiaify  fnmi  my  colleague 
who  spoke  on  a  former  ocoadon,  (Ifr.  Wmrrs,) 
for  whose  sound  repnblioan  principles,  and  for 
whom,  personally,  I  have  very  great  respect 
He,  sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  asked  if  we 
"would  suppose  tiu  Prendent  would  do 
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wrong."  Ilfr.  Wxnn  explained,  that  be  nnut 
have  been  DUfanderatood ;  if  he  had  used  aach 
•n  enawdon,  he  only  meant  that  a  reasonable 
eonfiaenoe  most  be  reposed  in  each  depart* 
ment.  that  it  will  do  its  doty  within  its  sphere ; 
tbat  he  did  not  iatend  to  express  any  idea  of  a 
special  confidence  in  pnblic  men.]  Mr.  I.  ob- 
served, I  am  liappy  to  bear  the  explanation  of 
my  ooUea^e ;  as  ^e  remark  is  now  qualified, 
there  is  littie  difi^renoe  between  ns  on  that 
point.  The  expreBsion,  as  I  have  stated  it, 
was  used,  tboi^h  I  have  no  doabt  it  was  a 
mere  slip  d  Hha  tongae ;  it  on^  serves  bow- 
•ver  to  show  the  dmger  of  soataining  argn- 
mentB  Amdamentany  erroneoaa,  If  my  eol- 
kagne  had  not  been  on  the  brink  of  l^e  preci- 
pice, be  wonld  not  have  fUlen  In.  I  m  dad 
to  hear  Mm  disavow  Ihe  priiudplea  to  vmob 
picii  doctrines  lead. 

Han  is  not  changed,  Ur.  Ohainnan,  by  thne 
m  place :  be  is  stm  the  creature  of  ediusalaon 
vid  of  habit.  Bemove  tiie  means  of  edncsti<Hi, 
and  in  a  ringle  age  the  wbtde  hunan  raoe 
would  unk  into  savage  ignorance.  Frineiples 
^one  can  control  and  fix  his  habits.  Principles 
are  every  thing  In  poUtioa.  I  would,  without 
ririiniing  any  other  right  to  offer  advice  to  my 
TODDger  ftioidi  than  that  whidi  I  may  duive 
from  florae  more  experience,  warn  them  not  to 
adopt  prindples  in  any  case  fending  to  fix  er- 
roneous haUta  of  thinking.  Frinoiplee  are 
every  lAang  In  politics.  They  perfoim  for  man, 
In  the  pohtical  world,  what  divine  institntions 
do  in  ethics;  they  are  the  great  landmarks 
which  must  gnide  ns  in  onr  path  of  dnty ;  these 
alone,  can  preserve  ns  from  the  inflnence  of 
personal  fe^ings  or  political  bias.  Principles, 
I  say,  are  every  thing  in  goiding  the  mind  to 
determine  such  questions  as  this,  m  which  they 
are  so  deeply  involved.  The  question  is  noth- 
ing, more  or  less,  than  whether  this  House,  tiie 
Bepresentatives  <^  the  jpewle,  ahall  freely  exer- 
tiae  a  perfect  oonstitetioiial  n^bt,  In  declaring 
their  (minion  on  the  great  intereet  of  our  ooim- 
ttr.  auSbe  Hub  ximt  to  be  prosteated.  (for 
wmre  men  ad<^  &£e  tiieories  for  a  particular 
purpose,  they  are  apt  to  r^ard  them  after- 
wards as  true,)  I  say,  suffer  this  right  to  be 
prostrated  by  such  doctrines,  and  what  be- 
comes of  our  Government  ?  It  will  soon  unk 
into  despotism.  The  Executive  will  is  every 
tiiing^popnlar  will  nothing.  We  must  appro- 
priate the  people's  money,  whenever  the  Presi- 
dent demands;  and,  above  all,  we  must  not 
examine  into  our  foreign  afiUrs :  these  belong 
to  the  Executive  prerogativee,  although  they 
may  affect  our  destinies  more  eerioouy  than 
any  other  ooncems  committed  to  our  duu^. 
Let  tbla  dootrtne  be  finally  established,  and  we 
would  soon  have  a  Cromwell  to  turn  us  out  of 
doors,  whenever  we  might  beatate  to  obey  bim. 

As  long  as  I  Bhall  be  trusted  by  my  constit- 
uents with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  will  muntain, 
with  all  my  feeble  ability,  this  power  of  the 
House  as  a  sacred  tmst  not  to  be  betrayed,  nor 
ttie  dnty  nnder  it  to  be  nidated  by  tuj  en- 


eroaofaments  whatever,  eititer  from  withonl  or 
the  more  fttd  eneroacbmenta  from  within. 
Ur.  Chairman,  it  la  no  lees  a  violation  of  duty 
to  snrroider  a  power  which  the  public  good 
demands  that  we  should  exercise,  than  it  would 
be  to  usurp  a  power.  I  have  conudered  this 
point  as  one  of  the  most  important  in  dlsco*- 
sion,  and  have,  therefore,  dwelt  on  it  at  so 
mudi  length.  In  my  Jadgmen^  the  right  is  a 
perfect  constitntionsl  right,  and  ought  forever 
to  be  asserted  and  maintained  as  su^. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  add  somethbig  to 
what  baa  been  so  much  better  said,  br  otnen^ 
in  relatitai  to  the  mwpoeed  mlarion  to  Panama 
Oan  any  <me  doobt,  who  has  read  the  doea- 
m«ita  on  your  tiOtla,  that  a  political  oonneo* 
tion  Is  oontera^ated  with  the  cimfbdra-ated 
Governments  of  Southern  America  different 
from  the  oonneotion  we  have  had  with  any 
other  Government  since  the  French  treaty  of 
1778?  Is  not  this  a  new  position,  a  new 
epoch  in  the  history  of  onr  country?  May 
it  not  lead  to  consequenoes  which  none  can 
now  foresee?  One  of  the  avowed  objects 
of  this  miadon,  is  to  enter  into  a  stipula- 
tion with  the  Governments  at  Panama,  that 
we  will  prevent  oolonlxation  on  our  own  terri- 
tories,  I  would  a{q>eal  to  ero^  member  of  the 
committee  to  say  whethw  this  is  a  fit  snldeot 
to  go  abroad  to  make  stipnlaticms  about?  Can 
we  not  take  care  of  our  Interests  without  bind- 
ing ourselves  to  a  foreign  country  to  do  it! 
Was  there  ever  such  an  itching  for  mingling  in 
the  affairs  of  foreign  countries?  We  are  told, 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  injurious  treaty,  as  the 
Senate  will  have  to  ratify  before  it  becomes 
obligat<H7  npcm  the  United  States.  This  may 
Worease  the  security  In  this  case,  but  does  not 
relieve  us  from  our  proper  responcdbility. 
When  I  conrider  it  my  duty  to  do  any  act,  I 
will  not  refrain  from  it  becanae  there  la  a 
prob^jllity  lhat  flome  one  dee  wIU  do  tt :  but 
tha<e  la  anoAer  point  whidi  cannot  be  «!• 
Bwmd  referring  the  lespcairibility  to  the 
Senate,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  ^a  snttJeot.  I  should  be  glad  to  bear 
from  some  gentleman  who  may  follow  me,  a 
preclee  answer  on  this  point.  The  President 
proposes,  in  his  Messc^  communicated  to  this 
House,  to  enter  into  a  "joint  dedaratim  by 
the  Henlpotentiaries  of  this  Government,  and 
the  deputies  of  the  confederated  Governments 
of  South  America  at  Panama.  A  joint  decla- 
ration is  to  be  made  in  relation  to  the  qneaticm 
of  an  interfoeuce  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ments  ctf  Eonme  with  the  Governments  of 
Southern  America.  And  what  Is  a  jcbit  deo- 
laratiofi?  Doea  thla  bettmg  to  the  trea^- 
making  powwt  The  Premo«nt  and  Senate 
may  make  treaties,  but  where  do  we  find  any 
power  given  to  the  Presidoat  to  authorize 
the  IGiSaters  of  the  United  States  to  do  any 
thing  (modi  less  commit  the  ftiture  neutrality 
of  this  country)  by  any  pled^  txr  declaration, 
or  manifesto  in  connection  with  a  foreign  Gov- 
maaexA,  waefilf  tn$tji  OuU  wa  be  told 
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that  thiB  deolarstion  will  be  Bobmitted  to  the 
Senate  for  tiieir  ratification  t  Or  is  it  to  be 
submitted  to  Oongresa  for  some  enactment  f  if 
it  were,  it  woold  no  doobt  come  with  the  osoal 
entauglements  which  have  been  contrived  to 
sostain  Executive  power,  viz :  The  pledge  of 
the  pahlio  futh,  aL,  and  moral  obligation  to 
redeem.  But  it  ia  not  intended  to  come  back 
for  ratification ;  and  can,  therefore,  be  oonud- 
•r«d  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  (Milpable  and 
flagrant  usurpation  m  power ;  beoanae  we  can- 
not find  in  the  oonstitotion  uaj  anthoritj  given 
to  tha  Executive  to  enter  into  a  connection 
with  foreign  powers,  hj  "joint  declaration." 
.^tlwr  of  tlie  branches  of  this  Government 
■U^t,  vrith  propriety,  declare  ita  opinion  on 
any  subject  of  foreign  policy.  Sndi  a  declara- 
tion would,  like  onr  enactment  of  laws,  be 
within  our  own  control.  But  associate  with 
fxie  or  more  foreign  powers  in  a  declaration  of 
the  kind  proposeo,  and  it  assumes  a  very  dif- 
ferent character.  It  would  be  a  pledge — ^noth- 
ing less  than  a  pledge;  binding,  if  constitn- 
tioDolly  made,  the  honor  and  futii  of  this  na- 
tion ;  and  would,  if  any  case  within  its  possi- 
Ue  oontcmplation  shoiifd  arise,  come  back  upon 
us  witli  all  the  force  of  moral  obligation  to  re- 
deem it.  It  has  been  stud  in  this  debate,  that 
"  when  nations  speak,  they  mean  something." 
This  is  certainly  true,  and  whatever  you  would 
Bay  in  a  "Joint  declaration,"  such  as  is  pro- 
pcwed,  yon  would  mean  to  assert  and  maintun. 
But  if  the  president  had  power  to  make  a 
pledge  in  that  form,  it  is  the  w<H*st  form  which 
the  proposed  political  connection  with  the 
Soutiiern  American  Oovemments  could  as- 
sume. It  is  insidious  In  its  commencement, 
and  contains  within  it  a  poison  tbat,  however 
idov  in  its  progress^  must,  If  attempted,  endan- 
ger the  vital  interests  of  our  oonnt^. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  can  be  eaid  in 
defence  of  this  part  of  the  scheme  at  Panama. 
iSr.  Ciuurman,  we  ought  to  be  aware  of  such 
pledges.  Have  we  not  already  seen  the  use 
whi^  has  been  made  of  the  Message  of  the 
late  Prendent  in  our  negotiations  abroad! 
Although  it  was  a  declaration  unconnected 
with  aaj  foreign  nation,  and  all  its  pnrivMes 
completely  within  our  own  controh  yet  it  has 
been  used  by  oar  IGuister  at  Mexico  as  a 
pledge,  and  it  is  clear  that  he  has  been  author- 
ued  so  to  use  it  by  tihe  Department  of  State, 
by  which  it  is  distinctly  spoken  of  as  a  pledge, 
and  urged  as  a  reason  for  in^ting  upon  com- 
mercial privil««es  from  Mexico.  It  is  even 
probable  that,  in  pursnance  of  these  represen- 
tations, we  have  now  a  commercial  treaty  ne- 

fotioted  with  that  Government,  actually,  if  not 
terally,  apon  the  basis  of  this  pledge.  If  such 
a  declaration  as  that  made  by  Mr.  Mbnroe  can 
thus  be  interwoven  with  and  used  as  a  pledge 
in  our  foreign  n^otiatious,  what  would  be  ^e 
ohuBcter  of  the  pledge  which  might  be  made 
of  a  Congress  composed  of  Plenipotentiwiee 
from  seven  or  eight  Govemmoitsl 
B^eot  the  amendment  under  ocrndderaticn, 
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and  sanction  tiiis  purpose  now,  and  whatever 
the  consequences  may  be,  will  yon  not  be  told 
hereafter  that  the  project  was  submitted  to 
you,  and  received  your  sanction ;  that  you  have 
refhaed  to  qualify  it  when  the  question  was 
distinctly  presented,  and  have  thereby  givw  it 
a  form  ana  character  which  it  could  not  other- 
wise have  had  ?  Acocu^ng  to  my  construction 
of  the  Message  of  the  President,  he  has  acted 
&irly,  in  inviting  our  free  deliberation  on  this 
subject ;  and,  although  we  may  think  some  oi 
the  purposes  he  has  in  view  to  be  erroneooa 
and  usurious  to  tiie  country,  yet,  after  be  shall 
have  made  the  stipulations  which  he  has  told 
us  he  intends  to  do,  we  should  be  mnch  at 
a  loss  for  an  excuse  to  refuse  oar  ud  to 
carry  them  into  eSwst.  The  Preudent  would 
say,  I  hud  the  whole  matter  before  you,  and 
yon  not  only  gave  it  sanction  generally,  but^ 
when  the  question  was  presented  whether  there 
should  be  any  qualification  of,  or  restraint 
upon,  the  measures  I  bad  proposed,  you  de-. 
clared  by  your  vote  there  shoold  be  none,  and 
thereby  sanctioned  my  whole  purpose  as  I  lud. 
it  before  yon.  Snoh  would  be  the  language  he. 
would  houd ;  and  this,  added  to  the  doctrines  of 
moral  obligation  we  have  heard  so  mndi  abon^ 
would  completely  conclude  us. 

Do  gentlemen  perceive  what  nets  are  spread 
for  Tis  ?  We  must  tiitst  every  thing  to  Execu- 
tive discretion ;  we  must  not  express  an  opin- 
ion, even  when  asked ;  and  whenever  he,  bv 
his  Ministers,  shall  pledge  the  honor  and  f^ith 
of  this  nation,  by  treaty,  or  manifesto,  we,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom  are 
committed  the  parse-strings  of  the  nation,  ar^ 
bound  to  appropriate  without  inquiry.  Such 
doctrines  do  not  oelong  to  my  political  creed. 

I  regret  that  the  President  has  abandoned 
those  prindples,  in  rdation  to  our  foreign  pol- 
icy, which  I  am  sure  he  formerly  maintained. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  discussion  upon  the 
resolution  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  urging 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  States,  before  they  were.  In 
fact,  independent,  and  to  the  arguments  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  then  coinciding 
with  the  Department  of  State,  to  show  that  the 
opinion  of  tiie  then  Secretary  of  State  and  prea- 
ent  Secretary  of  State  were  directly  at  variance 
as  to  onr  neutral  poUcy.  In  1816,  the  present 
Seoretarr  ot  State  daoured  in  a  speech  on  the 
floor  of  mis  House  that  the  United  States  woidd 
be  justified,  by  every  prtndple  ofpublio  law,  in 
embarking  in  the  war  between  ^nin  and  nor 
cdonies ;  and  that  we  ought  to  embark  in  it. 
The  (mly  qualifloation  he  used,  was,  tbat  we 
ought  to  have  a  proper  understanding  first 
with  other  powers.  This  was,  however,  only 
a  consideration  of  expediency,  and  could  not 
affect  the  question  of  right  to  embark  in  the 
war.  He  must  therefore,  be  considered  as 
having  avowed  the  policy  of  embarking  in  that 
war.  I  have  not  the  speedi  before  me,  and 
speak  of  it  only  from  memory.  It  is  mai^  yeara 
unoe,  bnt  I  oannot  be  nustaken.  Cmgnn 
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tiioT^ht  differently — the  Pretident  thoaght 
jUfferentlj — and  the  next  Administration  liave 
panned  a  very  cUfferait  poUcy :  they  would  not 
even  reoognize,  hj  sending  Uinist«rs,  till  the 
Sontii  Ameiioan  GoTemments  were  clearly  in 
possesrion  of  the  authority  in  those  States. 
And  this  policy,  no  donbt,  received  iha  appro- 
bation of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (now 
President  of  the  United  States.)  Here,  then,  is 
ft  qnestdon  on  which  tbeao  gentlemen  were  at 
iSBne.  The  present  Secretary  of  State  was 
viUiDg  to  go  to  war  In  1816  against  Spain. 
He  waa,  of  oonm,  willing  to  inonr  the  eame 
tMc  in  1818,  -when  he  introdnoed  his  reaolation 
to  reocwnize  the  independence  of  Sonth  America. 
1^  thb lie  was  oonm^ent :  I  disagreed  with  him 
then,  as  I  do  now.  Bat  he  was  connstent>— he 
always  wanted  to  hare  something  more  to  do 
in  that  contest  than  the  Administoition,  or  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes.  or  the  people  of  this 
ooantry  were  willing  to  indnlge  him  in.  The 
erent  has  shown  that  we,  and  also  the  Sonth 
American'  States,  have  done  rery  well  opon  the 
nentral  policy.  They  have  achieved  their  in- 
dependence without  foreign  aid,  and  we  have 
av(Med  not  (»ly  a  war  with  ^win,  bnt  we 
bsve  shown  to  the  worid  that  we  will  not  c^- 
dondy  interfere  in  iha  affairs  toother  nations. 

This  GoTeniment  diose  its  own  time  for  re- 
cognition; after, the  most  deliberate  oonsidera- 
tion,  we  determined  to  aoknowle^e,  as  we 
have  always  done,  the  GoTermnent,  ae  JaetOt 
without  waiting  till  it  might  snit  the  stobbom 
character  of  Spain  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 

Sendence  of  her  colonies,  wliich  she  did  not  do 
I  relation  to  Holland  for  near  half  a  centnry 
after  all  attempts  at  salijagation  had  aeemed 
fruitless. 

I  have  ni&  iben  vas  a  cUfference  of  opinion 
between  the  Freddent  uid  Secretary  of  State, 
■a  to  the  nentral  policy  of  this  ooantry  in  rela* 
tion  to  Sooth  America;  and  the  diff««nee  be- 
tween them  was  this :  the  former  was  willing 
to  reot^ize,  when  it  oonld  be  done  without 
Just  cause  of  war  with  the  mother  oonutry— the 
UAter  was  quite  wiling,  if  not  anxlooa,  to  take 
part  in  that  war. 

We  have  I>een  almost  forbidden  to  look  into 
the  documents  on  our  table  for  erideuce  of 
&cts  in  relation  to  tliis  subject ;  bnt  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  referring  to  a  paper  which  has 
not  been  laid  on  our  tables.  It  is  an  article 
which  made  its  appearance  in  a  paper  that  was 
then  under  an  enngement  to  have  the  patron- 
age of  the  State T%>artmait,  and  which  now 
prints  the  laws  "  by  anth<ni^."  This  article 
appeared,  when  all  was  quiet  in  this  country, 
on  the  snhjeot  of  embarking  in  this  splendid 
•oheme  of  a  mission  to  the  Confederated  As- 
sembly at  Panama.  It  is  remarkable,  too,  that 
this  article  appeared  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
versation held  at  the  Department  of  State,  last 
Spring,  with  the  Ministers  of  Colombia  and 
Hexico,  on  the  subject  of  our  invitation  to  that 
Congress.  This  article  is  evidently  written 
with  some  care,  lud  presses  its  poj^Kwe  with 
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both  zeal  and  ability,  throngh  a  channel  de- 
voted to  the  State  Department,  and  not  very 
friendly  to  the  President.  It  would  not  be 
presuming  much  upon  crednlity  to  suppose 
that  it  might  have  passed  nnder  the  eye  oi^  if 
it  had  not  been  written  by  an  amanuensis  o^ 
the  Secretary  of  State  himself.  What  is  Itf 
After  adverting  to  some  fact  stated  in  a  South 
American  paper,  it  prooeeds  thus : 

"  It  has  been  annoonced  by  the  Government  of 
Colombia,  that  a  Congress  of  the  States  of  South 
America  will  probably  taeet  at  Panama  In  the 
course  of  the  present  year.  Will  not  these  United 
States  be  represented  there  t  Will  we  lose  the  op- 
portnnity  of  ezpres^g,  by  an  ambamdor,  at  lenrt, 
onr  fraternal  feelings  towuds  the  other  inhabitants 
of  tiie  Continent  f 

"  Let  them  propose  to  all  the  American  nations 
a  confederation.  The  details  of  so  magnificent  a 
work  would  require  long  and  laborions  conaiderfr 
tion ;  bnt  the  leadisg  princii^e  should  be  the  esUb- 
Usbment  of  a  constitation  something  like  oar  own, 
bj  which  an  Areopi^us  or  Congress  should  vatch 
over  the  mutual  relations  of  the  Confederated  States ; 
and  which  would  wield  the  force  of  the  Confederated 
States  in  defence  of  any  member  that  may  be  at- 
tacked; such  are  the  bases  which  would  insure  to 
na  power  and  peace,  and  secure  to  the  fotmders 
praise  and  gratiitiide  from  posterity.  It  is  a  practi- 
cable plan  now.  We  have,  at  present,  no  conflict* 
ing  interests  with  one  another.  The  proposed 
scheme  is  Intended  to  prevent  our  ever  having 
them ;  or,  if  they  should  arise,  it  provides  for  their 
amicable  arrangement 

"  It  is  objected  that  foreign  nations  will  view  the 
confederation  with  jealonsy :  I  answer,  first,  it  will 
be  strong  eaoogb  to  MHidUatethe  good,  and  regard 
the  rage  of  unjust  men  with  indilTerence.  Trcatiea 
of  mere  alliance  have  not  hKherto  been  found  suffi- 
cient ;  thev  have  almost  always  terminated  in  die* 
gost,  and  nave  been  broken.  Secondly,  I  answer, 
that,  in  modern  times,  the  enmide  has  been  re- 
peatedly set  us.  The  Holy  AlUance  is  itself  an  ex- 
ample. The  Germa^  Confederation  as  it  was,  and 
as  ft  stands,  is  a  case  in  point.  The  Confederation 
of  the  BUiie  another.  The  former  union  of  the 
three  Crowns  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
anotbtf ;  as  also  the  former,  and  perhaps  prennt 
eoQ^tion  of  the  dominions  of  the  empire  of  Aoatria. 
The  Jleptarehy  of  England,  and  &eu4y  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  the  dark  ages,  to  say  nothing  oi 
the  Greek  Confederation  in  ancient  timea.  The 
errors  of  these  examines  are  before  us,  to  wan  os 
against  thwr  repetition,  and  to  instruct  as  how  to 
organise  our  confederation. 

*'TId8  scheme  of  a  general  Confederation  of  the 
Americas  is  submitted  to  the  public  as  a  means  of 
secoring  power  abroad  and  peace  and  bapinnesa  at 
home.  Humanity,  poUi^,  and  reaaon,  call  upon  ua 
to  rivet  the  bonds  fraternal  affMtlon,  Jtc,  and  to 
guard,  with  a  sacred  vigilance,  against  the  rupture 
of  a  dngle  link.  A  e onfederatioR  alone  is  compe- 
tent to  this  duty.  Without  It  we  submit  to  the  or> 
dinary  &te  of  oitiier  nations:  jealousy,  discord,  and 
war,  whenever  any  nation  thinks  itself  strong 
enough  to  w^  one  with  impunity." 

This  article,  of  which  I  have  read  only  na  ex- 
b*act,  finds  its  way  to  Washington.  It  no  doubt 
met  the  eye  of  ue  Frerident^  who  most  have 
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bedn  at  that  tim«  yetj  much  aliTe  to  this  sab- 
^ect.  Tbis  fl|dendid  Boheme  of  a  oonfederatioQ 
of  the  Ammoaa  iras  not  Baited  to  his  taste ; 
•nd  he,  of  course,  would  hare  no  inclination  to 
be  moyed  npon,  even  by  bis  Secretarf,  in  a 
matter  of  that  kind.  Boon  after  the  article 
Bude  its  appearano©  in  Washington,  we  find  it 
repaUished,  "by  reqoest,"  in  the  Ifatitmal  /a- 
telliffeneer,  with  the  coaaomt  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read : 

"  We  have  Been  the  porpoefl  for  which  the  statea- 
neo  and  Gorernnient  of  ColtKobiaare  aaid  to  desire 
to  'hM  a  CoogreiB,  or  AmpldetTonki  Cotmoil,  as  it 
bu  bem  ealled,  of  the  Ameitotn  Oovsmments,  to 
which  it  is  snrnuBed  that  the  TTnited  States  have 
been,  or  are  to  be,  invited  to  become  a  party.  We 
cannot  permit  this  propoeitioa  to  psss  witbont  a  re- 
mark, lest  our  silence  might  be  taken  for  assent  to 
it,  in  aoj  shape ;  or  even  for  indifferenee  in  regard 
to  it,  BO  flu-  as  this  nation  Ib  ambimead  in  iL  If  the 
pabUc  sentiment  be  in  aoeord  with  onrs  on  this 
nrint,  we  dull  never  send  a  Representative  to  any 
CcMigresB  of  nations,  whose  decisions  are  to  be  law 
for  this  nation.  Oar  own  confederacy  tnsaies  the 
power  and  the  mode  of  asserting  onr  own  rights, 
and  vfaidicating  onr  wrongs. 

"By  an  aUiuioe  with  any  other  nation  or  natiooa, 
It  Is  ob^ons  we  shall  not  atrengUun  bat  expose 
oozaelves.  We  should  lose,  by  any  sncb  alBanee, 
the  independence  which  is  onr  bout.  For  what  is 
Independence  but  a  name,  if  the  qaestion  of  peace, 
of  war,  ke.,  are  to  be  determined  for  us,  not  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  but  by  a  stupendous 
con^deracy,  in  which  the  United  States  have  but  a 
■ngte  vote.*^  "  It  will  be  seen  that  we  consider  the 
pn^tosed  cMifederation  as  Intended  to  pooseBS  the 
powers,  sa  well  as  the  name  of  the  ancient  eounidl 
of  Ami^ctyons,  having  power  to  cause  obedience 
to  its  decrees.  It  ia  surely  not  necessary  to  urge 
arguments  against  a  departure  from  that  cardinal 
principle -in  oar  foreign  intercoarse  which  distrusts 
and  rqeete  alliaaoes  with  foreign  nations  for  any 
pBrpose.**  "Every  one  will  see  at  a  glance  the  vi- 
tal ol^eotimia  there  are  to  this  Government's  coup- 
ling  its  destinies  with  those  of  any  other  people  on 
earth." 

"  The  AmpUctyons  of  Greece  were  abody  neces- 
aary  perhaps  hi  that  age,  among  other  objects  to 
keep  alive  ret^;ioaB  institations,  and  to  {wotect  its 
otacleB.  We  &Te  no  sacred  wars  towage,  nor  oc- 
earfon  for  a  ^y  AlUsnee  to  protect  dther  nnr  re- 
S^os  or  onr  political  rights.  It  is  no  resson,  be- 
eanse  such  a  measure  hu  found  favor  among  the 
nations  of  Europe,  that  it  should  be  resorted  to  by 
the  nations  of  America." 

**  We  have  spt^en  of  the  proposed  Congress  of 
American  Governments  as  of  a  confederacy  of  those 
nations.  however,  noUiing  more  be  meant  than 
a  cooforenee  crf'Hinisters,  Ac,  to  ecKisnlt  mranwhat 
the  latere^  of  the  whole  nay  seem  to  require,  we 
do  not  Imow  that  we  dionld  see  any  other  objec- 
tion to  it  than  that  it  can  be  productive  of  nothing 
bene6ci8L  If  such  a  conference  were  proposed, 
perbapa  mere  coortesy  might  induce  an  assent  to  it 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  were  it  only  to  as- 
■ert  the  doctrine  that,  in  becoming  independent  of 
the  HetropoKtsa  Qovermnents^  the  Governments  of 
America  ought  not,  and,  as  for  as  req>ects  this  peo- 
fle,  will  not,  be  Indqwndent  on  one  auothcr." 

"  Agsiost  the  msgnifioent  scheme  of  the  PhUa- 
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ddphia  Jfufnis,  we  enter  ottr  decided  protest.  We 
want  not  his  Areopagus,  any  more  than  we  do  the 
Amphictyons.  For  our  Areopagus,  we  are  satisfied 
with  our  bench  of  judges ;  and,  for  onr  Council  of 
Amphictyons^  we  enoose  onr  Coneress.  We  de^, 
in  fine,  to  be  members  ctf  no  oonfoderation  bat  that 
of  the  United  States." 

It  is  {^parent,  at  a  ringle  glance,  that  this 
paper  was  written  by  some  person  who  had 
reflected  matarely  on  the  snhject.  It  was  done 
when  this  nation  was  not  dreaming  of  uiy 
schemes  being  on  foot  to  entangle  onr  destinies 
with  Sonth  America  at  Panama.  I  would 
appeal  to  every  one  who  has  pidd  the  least  at- 
tention to  the  itjle  ftf  a  disthiffiiidied  ftmction- 
ary  of  this  Gorerament,  whether  he  does  not 
perceive  a  most  striking  resemblance  to  it  in 
the  style  of  this  paper.  Mr.  Ohurmui,  it  was 
writt^  by  no  every-ds^  scribbler.  If^  after  a 
comparison,  any  one  shall  donbt,  I  will  only 
say  he  is  more  soepUcal  in  his  disposition  than 
I  will  aoknowledge  myself  to  be.  I  will  not 
conceal  my  belief  as  to  the  anthorship  of  the 
two  papers :  so  &r,  at  least,  as  to  declare  that 
I  am  convinced  that  in  the  Philadephia  piq«r 
was  written  nnder  the  eye  of  the  Secretary  ot 
State,  and  that  in  the  Ifational  InUUigmetr 
under  the  eye,  if  not  by  the  pen,  <ji  the  Preal- 
dent  himselC,  I  pretend  not  to  have  any  other 
eridenoe  of  this  not  than  what  will  be  fonnd 
iir  &e  artioleB,  the  dnmnutanoe  of  their  ap- 
pearance,  and  the  known  opinion  of  tiieae  two 
gentlemen  on  the  snbjeot  discnssed  in  the 
papers ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  be  suspected  of 
naving  betrayed  any  confidence  in  relation  to 
any  sttpptNwd  knowledge  of  their  authorship. 
I  will  only  add,  that  the  last  contains  more 
good  sense,  npon  a  sabject  somewhat  intricate, 
than  I  have  ever  seen  comprised  in  so  small  a 
space.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  one  of  the  ablest 
papers  that  I  ever  put  my  eye  npon.  K  I  am 
correct  in  my  supposition  as  to  the  ant^OTBhlp, 
these  two  papers  will  g^ve  na  the  free  aod  iuh 
trammelled  o^dImis  the  two  Btaieamen  «t 
the  head  of  the  ExecnUTO  Departbiuit  of  the 
Government  at  that  time.  TheBe  <^ni(nu  are 
not  more  opposite  than  they  were  known  laog 
since  to  have  been,  in  regard  to  onr  connection 
with  Bonth  Amenca ;  bat  here  they  are  pre- 
sented in  distinct  and  nndisgnised  colors  clearly 
exhibited  and  easy  to  be  nnderstood.  The 
Secretary  is  for  a  magnificent  scheme  of  con- 
federation of  the  Americas  in  the  grand  assem- 
bly at  Panama.  "  Treaties  of  mere  alliance  will 
-not  do.*'  Then  he  mns  over  the  examples  of 
grand  Oongresaes  in  modern  times :  at  the  head 
of  these  is  the  "  Holy  Alliance  "  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent  I  Excellent  exunple  I  And  at 
the  tidl,  the  heptarchy  of  England  I  *^The  er- 
rors of  these  examples,"  says  he,  "arebefbrena, 
to  warn  ns  agfdnst  their  repetition,  and  to  in- 
stroct  as  how  to  organize  onr  confederation." 
But  we  find  the  President  protesting,  in  the 
most  decided  tenna,  against  the  magnificent 
scheme  of  the  Secretary.  They  appear  to  have 
been,  in  fitot^  aa  <^ppodte  as  th«  Antipodes*  W« 
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AftU  presently  see  bow  tb^  are  brought  to- 
gether. The  first  moTemeot  made  %j  the 
Secffltary  was  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Obre- 
gon  and  Jtr.  Salazar,  which,  he  carefidly  tells 
US,  was  held,  at  t^eir  instance,  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  The  result  of  this  verbal  con- 
fSorence  is  to  procure  a  sort  of  invitation,  or, 
rather,  an  inqoby,  whether  it  woold  be  agreea- 
Ue  to  the  TJnited  States  to  be  invited.  The 
Secretary  received  it  with  great  ofsnplaisanoe, 
but  somewhat  oojish,  no  ivnibL  He  rqMffta 
Ae  matter  to  the  Frerident,  who  dedree  to 
knowtlie  "ol^eotaof  the  Gongrew  and  its  mode 
of  OTganlcation  and  action;  **  and,  if  these  pre- 
liminary matters  conld  be  arranged,  the  Preu- 
dent  was  willing  to  send  HinistwB  to  Panama. 
The  answer  of  Ihe  President  was  commmiicatod 
to  Mr.  Obregon  and  Mr.  Salasar  verbally,  (I 
oonld  wi^  it  had  been  in  writing,  and  toeda 
thwe  oonld  have  been  no  mistakes  or  misan- 
derstandings  abont  it)  These  gentlemen  write 
b<nne  to  thor  Governments,  and,  on  the  2d  and 
Sd  of  KovMuber,  they  inform  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  having  received  farther  instmction 
to  ^ve  US  an  invitatoon  to  the  Congress.  Mr. 
Salaiar  informs  him  of  the  oltJeots  which  it  was 
opeoted  we  would  take  a  part  in  flie  comod- 
mtiHoa  of :  but  be  wa^  not  a  wi»d  on  tibe  snb- 
Jeet  of  tiie  "  organisation  and  mode  of  action  " 
the  Oongress,  not  any  more  than  if  it  had 
never  been  presented  to  his  attention.  He 
seems  to  nnderstand  that,  If  the  President  ap- 
proved of  the  snbjects  to  be  discussed,  he 
would  send  a  Minister  to  represent  the  United 
States  at  the  Congress ;  no  other  condition  is 
adverted  to  upon  which  the  invitation  was  ao- 
e»ted. 

MX.  Obregon  seems  to  have  understood  this 
verbal  communication  of  the  Secretary  some- 
what differently,  vis:  That  tiie  only  condition 
of  oor  aooeptanoe  waa,  "that  onr  nentcali^ 
with  Bpaiii  ahodki  not  be  violated,  and  that  the 
FftaideDt  shoold  be  Informed  <tf  the  affiurs 
wiHi  whioh  ilie  Congress  was  to  be  oooopied, 
and  of  vttifonnity  of  the  credentiaU  or  an- 
Cboriaatixm  of  the  req>ective  Representatives :  ^ 
—now  the  condition  required  by  the  President 
ma,  that  the  preliminary  point^  indoding  the 
mode  of  wganisation  and  action,  "  should  be 
Batis&otorily  arranged,"  and  not,  as  Mr.  Obre- 
gon suf^MMea,  that  he  should  merely  be  in- 
fixmed  of  them.  There  is  an  evident  misun- 
derstanding between  them.  Jtx.  Obregon  does 
not  even  seem  to  know  the  condititms  required 
by  the  President :  for  he  does  not  advert  to 
tlkem  at  all ;  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Salasar  am  a 
wwd  about  *' the  mode  of  <nmnization  and  ac- 
tion," in  iha  Congress,  aar  afford  any  evidence 
tint  sncb  an  inqniiy  bad  beea  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Hor  do  we  yet  know  any 
tiling  on  that  salffeot ;  although  iho  oi^;aniza- 
tion  of  the  body  must  deteniune  whether  it  is 
A  ooiffederation  or  a  diplomatio  council.  Ve 
are,  to  this  moment  wholl;r  in  the  dark  on  this 
important  point,  whettier  it  sots  by  the  com- 
Boa  will  of  a  m^ori^t  ^  two-thirds,  or  three- 
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foorths,  or  whether  unanimity  is  reqidrod. 
This  was  evidently  a  serious  difficulty ;  but  no 
ezplanatiim  had  arrived  on  the  third  of  Ho- 
veml)er,  and  there  was  no  time  to  he  lost. 
But  this  diffioolty  was  got  over  in  some  way. 
After  deliberating  twenty-seven  days,  the  Preri- 
dent  agreed  to  waive  all  his  olrjections  to  the 
organization  of  an  Areopagus,  or  Amphictyonio 
league,  and  determines  to  contider  the  assem- 
bly as  merely  "  oonsultatiTe  "  in  the  first  in* 
stance.  (I  rmet  this  ^piallfioatbm.  If  be 
sboDld  ads^t  the  Instmotions  ttf  our  Ministcn' 
to  snoh  a  body,  and  it  shoold  torn  out  to  be  a 
ccmfedenited  body,  acting  by  a  oommra  will, 
voting  by  a  rnqjcni^,  or  two-tiiirds,  Ac,  what 
will  he  then  do  I  Will  he  send  the  Ministers 
into  the  assembly,  and  suffer  the  interests  of 
this  people  to  be  voted  upon  by  a  foreign  Coa- 
^naat)  This  is  the  Pr«udent's  first  wuver 
in  this  contest  with  his  Secretary.  Now  let  us 
see  what  advance  the  Secretary  makes  to  meet 
him.  He  has  apparently  waived  his  msgoifi- 
cent  scheme  of  "  confederating  the  Americans," 
and  is  content  to  make  some  treaty-stipnl^ 
ttons:  and  what  are  these  t  Mere  entering 
wedges  t  Yes^  dr,  I  beg  attentitm  to  tte 
words,  mere  mtenng  wedges,  to  opm  the 
wa^  by  d^rees  tor  fMnre  operations.  I  want 
to  see  no  such  entering  wedges  in  the  hands  at 
a  man  who  combines  so  much  of  qualities 
rarely  combined,  vis.  temerity  and  persever- 
ance. But  the  President  does  not  consent, 
after  the  debates  in  the  Senate,  to  make  treaty 
stipulations,  involving  oor  neutrality.  They 
finally  agree,  however,  to  propose  a  stipulation 
that  eadi  country  will  defend  its  own  terri- 
tory from  foreign  colcmization,  and  to  make  a 
Jointdeclaration  about  European  interference  in 
the  afiUrs  of  South  America.  Tliia,  it  sras  sup- 
posed, could  do  no  harm ;  and  here  Umsb  two 
very  distingnished  statesBen  have  ooow  to- 
geuier,  and  this  is  what  we  are  oalled  npan  to 
spend  $100,000  <tf  the  pnbUo  mon^  flw,  in 
order  to  man  our  appearance  at  the  ifdendid 
Oonsress  at  Panama. 

The  Preddent  seems  to  think  he  has  rendered 
the  measure  harmless,  and  the  Secretary  is 
Batisfied  with  having  secured  his  entering 
wedges.  But  there  U  one  point  to  which  I 
beg  tlie  attention  of  the  committee,  because  it 
is  yet  unsettled.  The  President,  in  every  oom- 
munication  on  the  subject,  jM-omises  not  to 
"  commit  onr  neutrality ; "  when  the  Secretuy 
spmks  on  this  subject  he  alwi^s  uses  the 
words  "  iffesent  neutrality,"  Now,  we  know 
that  a  st^mlation  of  dUanee^  ofibndve  and  de- 
fensive, to  take  effoet  in  any  fhture  struggle, 
would  not  commit  our  present  neutrality ;  but 
it  might  commit,  most  dangerously,  onr  rature 
neutrality.  There  is^  then,  a  difference  between 
the  two  expressions,  which  la  intended  to  mean 
something. 

I  have  said  that  the  documents  do  not  show 
any  evidence  of  entire  reconciliation  on  this 
point  Now  let  us  see  who  has  gained  hia 
p^nt.  llwSeoretaij  of  State  writes  a  eirealar 
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to  Menra.  Balozar,  Obrcgon,  and  Canas,  Inform- 
ing them  of  the  aeenitanoe  of  the  invitation, 
npoa  the  twmi,  and  for  pnrposea  proposed 
hj  them,  in  the  following  words:  "He  (the 
PrcRdent)  has  therefore  resolved,  ahoold  the 
Sraate  give  their  advioe  and  consent,  to  send 
OommisBioners  to  the  Congress  at  Panama. 
'Whilst  thev  will  not  be  aatltorized  to  enter 
npon  any  deliberation,  or  ooncnr  in  any  acts, 
inoonnstent  witii  the  present  nentral  poaiti(m 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  obligations,  they 
will  be  folly  empowered  and  instracted  npon 
all  qoeations  likely  to  arise  in  the  Congress, 
on.  the  anbjeota  in  which  the  nations  of  America 
have  a  common  interest." 

This  is  a  letter  pnrp<nting  to  have  been 
written  by  ^reetion  and  nbdw  the  inqiee- 
tion  ol^  the  Prerident  himself;  whether  it  was 
10^  I  know  not;  but  it  is  a  formal  declaration 

the  portion  onr  Ministers  are  to  assnme  at 
the  Cwpvss,  and  a  copy  of  it  ia,  before  this 
tinM,  wiui  the  Govemmenta  of  Meiloo^  Oolom' 
Ma,  and  Gnafcemala.  It  contains  no  reservation 
aa  to  oUeots  affecting  onr  fotmv  neutrality : 
and  I  take  it  for  granted,  from  this  material 
fact,  and  from  every  thing  on  that  snb^e*^ 
throngbont  the  whole  doonments.  that  it  ia 
intended  to  adopt  measures  which  may,  and 
probably  will,  affect  the  future  neutral  relations 

this  oonnt^.  Kow,  if  the  ease  was  present- 
ed for  my  solemn  deterrainatiim  at  thia  moment, 
I  would  rather  o<Hnmit  the  present  neutrality 
this  natim,  by  immediatwir  embarking  in 
the  war  between  6pa!n  and  Sonth  America, 
than  to  form  any  entan^ing  alUaoce,  or  stipula- 
tion, which  would  oblige  as  to  embark  in  war 
hoBafto*,  the  merits  of  which  I  oould  not 
now  determine  on.  Before  I  would  consent  to 
pledge  this  coontry  in  any  war,  even  <^  onr 
own,  I  woold  be  sure  that  we  had  justice  on 
oor  ride ;  and  bow  much  less  willing  sboald  we 
he  to  commit  ourselves  in  a  foture  war,  in 
defence  of  a  foreign  coantry,  witboat  the  possi- 
Ulity  of  such  an  assurance? 

We.  Cnudrmao,  although  this  ^eation  seems 
to  remain  unsettled  between  the  President  and 
"Mb  Secretary,  my  belief  is^  tiiat  the  President 
diiimdines  to  commit  tin  present  or  future  n«n- 
tnlit^oftheconntiy.  But  not  so  with  the  Seore- 
tary :  he,  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  whole 
pohcry,  woold  haurd  both,  if  it  would  aid  him  In 
accompUdiinghU  grand  scheme  of  oon&deratii^ 
the  two  Americas,  by  which,  aa  his  MuHu*  says, 
we  should  acquire  so  much  "power  abroad." 
Sir,  we  do  not  want  any  power  abroad,  except 
that  moral  power  which  Justice  and  nentral 
policy,  and  a  faithful  attention  to  onr  coooeros  at 
home,  will  give  us.  I,  therefore,  will  not  vote 
for  an  noqualified  api»^batii»i  of  this  misnon. 
I  have  DO  difficulty  about  the  question  of  appro- 
priation. I  will  not,  so  for  aa  my  vote  will 
mvent  it,  surrender  the  powers  vested  in  this 
Hooae  by  the  oonstitutitm.  If  I  ^d,  I  should 
betray  the  tntereste  of  tbe  people  who  sent  me 
here,  whose  ^probation,  connected  with  a 
unnnninnannss  of  having  fitithfiiHf  perforawd 
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mj  dnty  to  them,  is  the  highest  reward  I  can 
desire. 

In  my  judsmeut,  tbe  material  question  to  be 
decided  is,  whethw  we  will  approve  of  the 

forpoaes  avowedly  intended  to  be  eflboted  at 
anama,  as  appears  by  the  documents,  at  the 
hazard  of  an  entanglement,  which  no  one  can 
see  the  end  of  1  I  have  shown,  I  think,  to  tbe 
satisfiutioQ  of  every  one  who  hears  me,  that 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  State  have  been 
at  variance  themselves  on  the  snbject,  and  that 
their  own  deliberate  views  were  su  oppodte,  as 
to  be  utterly  irreconcilable,  upon  any  rule  or 
prindple  of  action:  and  hence  it  is  we  find, 
throughoat  tiie  whole  of  these  documents,  pur- 
poses and  doctrines  so  incoherent,  inciwgruona, 
ambiguous,  and  inoomprehenslble.  I  ventnre 
to  say,  and  will  aK>eal  fix-  the  tnith  to  any 
oancUa,  ffiipaarionato  man  In  this  House,  or  ont 
of  i^  to  say  whether  he  beliem  such  another 
medley  was  ev^  presented  to  any  d^berative 
body,  in  an  enlightened  age.  Well  may  gentle- 
men try  to  sneer  at  us,  or  in  any  other  way  pat 
ns  out  of  the  notion  of  looking  into  these  doon- 
ments.  One  thing  only  is  certain  in  them: 
that  is,  the  evidence  of  a  deliberate  purpose  to 
adopt  a  new  policy  for  this  country,  by  forming 
a  political  connection  with  the  South  American 
nations.  To  this  purpose,  in  whatever  shape  it 
may  be  presented,  I  never  can  give  my  consent 
— imd  I  object  to  it,  not  much  more  on  acoonnt 
of  its  ehangiiw  onr  old  and  settied  policy,  than 
on  acooant  of  the  dootrines  which  have  bew 
advanced  to  sustain  it,  and  without  which 
doctrines  k  oonld  not  reodve  fifty  votes  in  thia 
Hoase. 

The  doctrines  asserted  to  defeat  this  amend- 
ment, are  the  same  identical  doctrines  which 
prev^led  in,  and  were  the  cause  of^  "  the  reign 
of  terror."  They  are  based  npon  the  idea  of 
Executive  infUlibility,  and  that  of  the  duty  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  support,  hj 
approval,  when  that  might  be  neoessary,  every 
act  incidentally  involved  in  the  Executive 
duties.  We  are  told,  in  thia  republican  age^ 
that  thia  Honse  must  not  speu  about  our 
foreign  policy — becanse  it  belongs  to  the  Execu- 
tive; and  tliat,  when  he  speaks,  we  must  obey. 
Sir,  these  are  doctrinea  suited  better  for  tyrants 
and  slaves  than  freemen.  Let  them  once  be 
sanctioned,  and  a  single  stop  fartiier  will  make 
anoUier  sedition  law ;  for,  if  we  have  no  right 
to  speak  on  public  meaaares,  it  is  but  another 
stop  to  say  the  people  have  no  right  to  speak, 
ana  if  they  have  no  right  to  speak,  you  have  a 
ri^t  to  stop  them  from  speaking.  Such  is  the 
course  of  reasoning  which  led  to  the  encroach- 
ment on  liberty  in  the  day  of  that  famous  law. 
I  refer  not  to  tiie  reign  of  the  first  Adams,  that 
dark  period  of  onr  history,  with  any  pleasure : 
far  ftom  it;  but  to  look  for  beacons  to  warn  us 
of  the  dangers  which  snrronnd  us. 

Is  it  not  true  that  some  sentiemen  are  looking 
for  a  revival  of  the  prindples  which  predomi- 
nated iu  that  day!  What  £d  the  gentleman 
from  Haasaehosettfl  (Mr.  Wkbbzsb)  mean,  when 
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he^  in  a  tooe  of  NgDiBoant  oomplaint,  said,,  the 

SDtleman  from  Delaware  was  the  last  man  in 
e  House  fixnn  whom  he  would  have  expected 
the  avowal  of  the  o^mons  niged  in  rapport  of 
tiiis  amendmeat?  Mr.  Obdrman,  is  it  oome  to 
tiili,  m  the  first  vear  of  this  new  era,  that  we 
shall  hear  the  old  repadiated  doctrines  of  '98, 
which  have  beea  bmied  for  a  qaorter  of  a 
centary,  boldlr  revived  and  reasserted!  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  what  the  geotleman 
from  Massaohasetts  meant  by  the  rebuke, 
nnlesa  he  thought  be  had  some  clums  on  the 
gentleman  &om  Delaware,  as  a  disciple  of  those 
repudiated  doctrines.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware  ever  avowed  anch 
opinions ;  bat  I  do  know,  there  was  a  time 
when  these  gentlemen  pnrsaed  dififereot  roads, 
and  which,  ia  my  judgment,  involved  an 
unerring  test  of  pnbuo  virtue;  and  bejood 
that  period,  I  do  not  wish  to  go  to  flod  party 
dlstlDctions.  I  can  find  a  snffioient  test  uieVe, 
for  my  political  friendships.  In  the  late  war — 
the  second  war  of  Independence—wben  we 
wereconteDdiog  with  the  most  powerful  nation 
of  the  earth;  the  enemy  laying  waste  every 
village,  and  even  cottage,  within  tlie  reach  of 
his  power ;  when  fiscal  embarrassments  pressed 
heavy  npon  as ;  when,  in  fact,  the  country  was 
bleeding  at  every  pore,  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  had  shouldered  bis  musket,  and  march- 
ed to  meet  and  fight  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
A3  did  my  honorable  oolleagae,  (Mr.  Bdoh- 
ananJ  and  many  others  «f  the  aune  poIiUcal 
fiiith. 

But,  Ur.  Chainnan,  I  ask,  where  then  was 
the  gentleman  fh>in  Hossacfaosetts?  I  can  tell 
you,  nr.  I  was  a  member  of  the  same  Otm- 
gress  with  him.  Many  of  my  constitaents,  and 
those  of  my  colleagues,  were  saffering  every 
tiling  which  the  human  consUtulion  could 
endure,  braving  the  enemy  on  the  northern 
frootier,  or  blanching  in  cold  and  comfortless 
tents  on  the  shores.  Their  sufferings  were 
aggravated  by  the  want  of  the  common  neces- 
saries of  life.  I  speak  from  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  not  at  random,  when  I  say, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massabhnsetta  was 
then  engt^edj  not  only  in  withholding  the 
supplies,  hut  literally  luhing  with  mnions  the 
anna  of  the  brave  defenders  of  his  oouatry, 
and  in  devising  every  means  which  his  capa- 
cious mind  could  conceive  to  resist  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war;  identified  with  every 
combination  and  faction,  Hartford  Convention 
and  all,  to  unnerve  the  arm  and  weaken  the 
power  of  the  Government,  when  the  enemy 
was  at  onr  doors,  and  his  bayonet  at  our  breast. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  stood  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  domestic  enemies  of  his  country  then, 
that  he  now  does  to  most  of  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment.  He  was  their  Magnus  Apollo  I 
To  htm  they  looki^  for  guidance  in  every 
movement ;  he  had  mHj  to  wave  his  baud,  and 
th«y  obeyed  the  ^IgnaL  But  the  eouotry  tri- 
mnphed  without  hu  aid;  the  war  terminated 
Snabluaofi^orx.  ThenatioasliDliBelB^and,! 
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trust,  will  never  cease  to  ied,  the  beneficial  con- 
Bsquttioes  of  the  heroism  disputed  in  that  war. 
But  none  of  these  ftelings  found  a  plaoe  in  the 
breast  of  the  orator  at  the  laying  of  the  founda- 
tion stone  of  the  Monument  of  Bunker^  Hillt 
Ill-fiited  Bunker  Hill  I  Illaatrious  mound  t  conse* 
crated  to  ^rtue,  Iil}^y,  and  love  <^  country  I 
Thy  glory  was  perfected  I  Alasl  thatitsbonld 
have  bem  stained  by  an  oration  on  thy  summit, 
in  which  all  the  glorious  achievements  of  the 
second  war  of  Independence  were  carefully  re- 
membered to  be  forgotten  I  Oan  I,  while  I  feel 
the  responsibility  of  my  station;  can  Lknovring 
these  tnings,  be  expected  to  act  npon  &ith  with 
the  gentleman?  No,  url  I  cannot  be  led  away 
by  the  sympathies  of  any  man  for  foreign  coan- 
triee,  who  had  so  little  for  his  own  in  ue  hour 
of  her  greatest  poils.  Sir,  we  have  heard  much 
about  f^tion ;  not,  indeed,  witUn  these  walla, 
except  in  the  form  of  echo.  According  to  my 
understanding  of  the  word,  there  is  no 
tolerated  by  human  laws  which  I  do  so  much 
abhor  and  abominate.  Mr.  Obairman,  a  whip- 
per-in,  whose  fitther  and  brother  have  lately 
received  distin^nished  appointmente  from  the 
present  Administration,  has  sought,  with  what 
sncoeas  I  know  not,  to  pay  the  fiunily  debt,  by  de- 
nouncing as  a  factionist  every  member  In  either 
House  who  is  disposed,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  to  "  deliberate,"  when  the  Executive  calls 
npon  him  to  "act"  Mr.  Ohairman,  the  chai:n 
of  "faction^  unprincipled  footion,"  comes  wiu 
an  ill  grace  from  such  a  flunily.  ^e  ftther 
was  one  of  the  fiuhers  Of  a  fMttous  oombina- 
tiott,  duriog  the  late  war,  not  less  wloked  in  its 
motives  than  the  Hartford  Convention  itself  in 
its  worst  aspect.  He  opposed^  in  the  other 
branch,  with  all  his  power,  and  mustinsidioDsIy 
too,  every  measure  intended  to  give  vigor  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Another  member 
of  the  family,  a  brother,  was  a  member  of  tliis 
House  at  that  time,  and  he  declared  upon  this 
floor  that  the  then  President  of  the  IJDited  States 
(one  among  the  most  virtuous  and  intdligent 
men  of  thu  w  any  other  age)  **  deserved  a 
halter  I" 

I  regret,  in  the  ocHirse  of  my  pnhlio  duties,  to 
be  UDOw  the  neceerity  ef  thus  referriog  to  tha 
ccmduct  of  a  man,  venerable  by  age,  and  highly 
respectable  fin*  his  eady  servioes;  but  the  oon- 
duot  of  public  men  is  always  a  proper  suMeot 
for  animadversion,  and  I  act  on  the  defensive. 
Are  we  to  nt  in  eilenoe,  when  assailed  ftom 
such  a  quarter  as  a  foetion,  "an  uuprindpled 
faction,"  because,  when  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  are  under  our  consideration,  we 
choose  to  examine  them  for  ourselves,  as  it  Is 
our  perfect  right  and  solemn  duty  to  do?  I 
may  be  excused,  I  hope,  for  indulsing  some 
sensibility  under  such  a  ohat^.  I  have  seen, 
and  therefore  know,  something  about  Miction. 
I  do  not  recur  to  tnese  recollections  throng 
any  feeling  of  malevolence,  but  to  point  where 
the  beacons  are  that  will  guard  as  from  some 
dangerous  rooks  and  shoals,  in  the  way  of  oar 
vt^agtt  ct  lUb.  I  well  remonber  whan  fiMtSoa 
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mzed  h«r  hagnrd  mien  witbin  this  Hoom, 
and  had  detenmned  that  nothing  shonld  satisfy 
ber  vindictire  rage  but  the  expnlsion,  per  fa* 
oat  n^oM,  of  eyery  publio  fonctioaary  rrom  the 
DepcutmeDta  of  the  Goveniinent,  or  tbat  they 
should  stipulate  to  take  iuto  the  Cabinet  a  ma- 
jcoity  of  tiie  worthy  fiustioaists  themselTes. 
That  was  f^tioD  I  It  was  in  the  most  gloomy 
period  of  the  war.  Every  heart  which  had  a 
spark'  *A  patriotism  was  aaxioos  for  the  cause 
of  the  nation.  Many,  who  bad  been  opposed 
to  the  declanttion  of  the  war,  bad  thea  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  eonntiy.  Booh  was  the 
di^Kwitioii  of  a  ^;reat  mimber  of  the  Oppo«- 
tion,  espedaUy  m  tiio  Hiddle  and  SonUtein 
States:  bnt^  as  the  donds  ctf  adveirity  low««d 
on  Qfl,  octicm  reared  her  OTOt  still  hi^or.  The 
greater  the  diffioattiffii  and  daagen^  tiw  more 
bold  and  arrogant  was  she. 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  sabjeot  withont  advert- 
ing to  an  incident  in  tbat  period  of  our  history 
never  to  be  forgotten.  New  Orleans,  the  Key 
of  oar  Western  Empire,  was  invested  by  the 
most  formidable  army  that  bad  ever  placed  a 
hostile  foot  on  our  shores.  The  only  defence 
was  a  mere  handful  of  raw  militia,  led  on 
indeed  by  one  of  the  most  gallant  men  that 
evOT  lived!  yet  proTlded  wiui  Dothing  for  a 
vigorous  ddlsaoe,  bot  the  force  of  his  genins, 
and  tiiear  own  strong  anna  and  patriotic  hearts. 
Congress  was  in  aenion;  we  were  waiting  in 
the  most  anxious  snspense,  apprehending  a  most 
fearfol  catastrophe.  Two  weeks  passed  away 
withoQt  a  mail.  The  factionists  bad  pre^oted 
what  they  wished  to  be  true,  that  Jackson  was 
defeated,  and  Kew  Orleans  sacked.  At  length 
the  prions  news  arrived;  the  letters  to  the 
War  Department  were  sent  to  the  chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  early  in  the 
morning,  and  read  in  one  of  the  committee 
rooms,  over  and  over  and  over  ag^n,  to  the 
eocoessive  throngs  that  crowded  in  to  hear  the 
fayam  news.  Wheii  tiiia  scene  was  over,  the 
membtts  retorned  to  Uie  hall:  the  different 
then  oocapied  difforent  ddes  of  the 
On  the  one  side  was  a  scene  of  inces- 
sant greetings,  salntattons,  and  congratulations, 
approaching  to  ecstasy.  On  the  other — sat 
fiiccion!  Yes,  gloomy  £actionl  with  dark  and 
lowering  brow^  pondering  in  sullen  silence  upon 
the  causes  and  consequences  of  this  death-blow 
to  ber  last  hope.  Sir,  no  human  tongue  can 
describe  that  scene,  as  it  now  presents  itself  to 
my  memory.  If  I  could,  I  would  gjadly  foi^et 
every  thin^  on  one  side  of  the  piotare,  while  I 
would  cherish,  to  my  latest  breath,  every  thing 
on  the  other.  But^  sir,  while  these  recollections 
remain,  it  is  impossible  tbat  I  can  consent  to 
laerifloe  any  interest  of  my  oonntry,  because  I 
mi^  ffislike  the  men  who  may  hirapen  to  be  in 
pow«,  Keither  can  I  pot  myself  in  the  wake  of 
MOj  men,  associated  w'tih  the  moat  wicked 
faetioiusts  of  that  day,  and  seeking  to  entan- 
^  oar  Goontry  in  a  foreign  alliance,  by 
•waj  of  a  "  speculative  experiment^"  to  divert 
paUie  attention  from  th^  own  politioal  sins. 


[a  or  R. 

Mr.  Abobu.— The  Tresidwt  had  sdd  that 
objects  of  the  hi^diest  Importance,  in  reference 
to  the  general  weUare  of  the  homan  race,  apd 
bearing  on  oar  own  specially,  woold  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Congress  at  Panama ;  that  the 
lapse  of  many  centuries  might  probably  fail  to 
present  an  occasion  so  fkvorable  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  some  of  the  moat  essential  of  those 
objects ;  that  among  the  topics  to  be  present- 
ed for  disGosuon,  there  was  scarcely  one  in 
which  the  results  of  the  mooting  will  not  deeply 
affect  the  intereets  of  the  United  States.*'  And 
yet,  what  does  he  all^  aa  the  primary  indnoe* 
ment  to  the  depntation  of  the  misrion  f  A  com- 
pliment— AmanUbstatiimof  oonrtesyto  the  new 
States  Sonth  America.  This  wonld  he  with 
him  a  snfficient  reason  for  the  i^eoticn  of  the 
measure.  He  could  not  consent  to  institute  a 
mission  of  tliis  delicacy,  to  be  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  an  ofiBoer  who  hdd  language  of . 
this  sort.  The  manifestation  of  ooortesy  to  the 
new  States  of  South  America  f  And  where  was 
this  manifestation  of  courtesy  to  end  1  Had  we 
not  beui  tiie  first  to  recogniM  these  States- 
sent  iHnisters  before  they  were  received — ne- 
gotiated with  Spain,  with  all  the  great  European 
powers,  to  obtwu  the  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence? Isfbrther  evidence  reqoiredt  He 
was  aitt&if  tbat  by  multiplying  endorsements  on 
our  bill  we  should  bring  onr  credit  into  hazard. 
He  would  admit  that  oljeeta  of  importance  were 
connected  with  the  misaon,  and  there  was  a 
remark  of  general  application  to  them.  Why 
not  pursue  the  usual  obvious  mode  of  separate 
negotiation  with  the  several  States,  instead  of 
negotiatiun  in  Congress  t  Tbis  last  mode  had 
nndoubtedly  a  leas  degree  of  facility  to  recom- 
mend it  With  three  of  the  most  conaideraUe 
of  the  new  powers,  we  have  effected  treaties  by 
the  former  mode,  embracing  all  the  objects  we 
bad  proposed.  Why  deviate  from  a  method  . 
wbiiA  bad  been  thus  suocessfBL  or  distrust  its 
resnlta,  in  relation  to  tiieremainmg  States!  The 
Premdent  had  infinmed  na  of  the  anspidous  re- 
sults and  promise  of  the  mode  of  negotiation  wo 
had  been  pursnin^  yet»  in  tiie  same  breath,  re- 
commends thismisuon.  What  reasoning  woa 
there  in  tbis  1  Conuder  the  several  objects  sn^* 
gested.  To  obtiun  regular  information  of  the 
proceedbgs  of  the  Congress.  To- supply  a  defl* 
nite  explanation  of  our  views  and  policy.  These 
were  proper  objects.  Did  they  require  our  par> 
ticipation  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress, 
and  engagements  in  the  questionable  course  of 
its  policy  f  commercial  arrangements,  and  the 
a^ostment  of  tiie  doctrine  of  blockadel  The 
former,  as  far  as  we  had  proposed,  had  already 
been  attained,  or  were  in  a  certain  course  of  at- 
tainment, by  ordinary  negotiation ;  and  on  the 
sul^ectof  blockade,  no  a4)iutment  was  required. 
There  had  been  no  contest  on  the  principle, 
amid  all  the  contention  which  the  aiq>lieati(m 
had  occasioned.  The  controversy  reliUed  to  the 
application  only.  The  jost  doctrine  was  per- 
fectiy  understood — ^threatened  with  no  distnrb- 
utoes,  and  had  been  rect^gnized  without  best-. 
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tadon  by  the  only  one  of  the  new  States  with 
whioh  ft  qoeetion  had  ariara  on  tibe  sat^Ject 
Tb«n  no  OcHigraBs  waa  vanted  to  aettle  this 

But  there  are  reserrea.  The  Slave  Trade  and 
the  islaad  of  Hayti.  There  is  no  geatleman  on 
this  floor  who  doee  not  believe  the  polioj  of 
thia  conntrT-  on  these  points  should  be  inexo- 
rably fixed,  without  reference  to  other  ol^ects 
or  other  nations.  By  relaxing  onr  policy  on 
these  snbjeota,  we  shall  bring  a  moral  and  polit- 
ical oonta^on  into  oar  ooantry.  We  can  only 
act  with  an  ezdnsive  reference  to  oar  own  pe- 
onliar  viewa.  Why  shoald  not  the  South  Amert- 
oaa  nations  admit  Eaytien  vessels  and  black 
Ifiniaten?  Tfaey  have  or  may  recognize  the 
independaooe  of  that  isluid,  and  are  mfluenoed 
by  none  of  Oxon  olfjeetions  which  have  weight 
irith  UB.  What  ground  of  objection  can  we 
have  I  How  can  we  then,  situated— fettered 
as  we  are,  ask  tbem  to  go  into  negotiati<m8  on 
tiiese  points  ?  We  caanot  change  our  policy : 
where  then  is  the  advantage  of  negotiation, 
where  the  &imesa?  Shall  we  ask  them  to 
obange  their  policy?  Can  any  ftUr  and  reason- 
able man  consent  to  go  into  the  Oongrees  of 
Panama  to  deliberate  on  this  subjeot  t 

Again:  as  to  Onba  and  Porto  Bioo.  Some 
goitiemen,  who  are  said  to  be  in  <^^oeition  to 
thia  mission,  say,  we  ought  not  to  go  into  dis- 
anadon  m  tbcae  points,  beoaoae  our  Oovern- 
meat  stands  committed.  Mr.  Olay  has  stated, 
in  official  commuoioationa,  that,  whilst  we  could 
not  see  with  indifferenoe  the  transfer  of  these 
islands  to  any  European  power,  neither  oonld 
we  be  juetillea  in  opposing  tfaeh:  acquisition  by 
one  of  the  South  American  States  by  a  lawful 
operatioQ  of  war.  It  was  affiFmed,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  these  ^edgeswereof  noforoe;  tbatin 
reference  to  obvious  and  high  consideratioos  of 
interest,  we  shoald  do  wrong  to  suffer  the  South 
American  Goverameats  to  seize  these  islauds. 
Both  1^  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  measure, 
and  those  who  defend  it,  we  are  shown  to  be 
in  a  aitoolion  in  which  we  eannot  act  in  rel^on 
to  those  islanda.  It  wonld  ha  an  insult  to  send 
Ifinisters  under  these  dnmnis^oea.  He  did 
not  see,  however,  Uutt  wa  are  committed  on 
this  subject  either  to  one  ouurse  or  another.  He 
denied  that  there  is  any  settled  principle  which 
Is  referable  to  this  snbjeot  Our  policy  should 
vary  according  to  oircomstsoces.  Ouglit  we  to 
allow  a  transfer  of  these  islands  to  any  European 
power  ?  If  the  power  to  which  they  are  trans- 
feared  be  a  weak  power,  we  could  nave  no  ob- 
jection. Again :  as  to  the  mode  of  transfer.  If 
the  transfer  be  made  by  a  lawful  mode,  who 
wonld  say  we  onght  to  intofere  to  prevent  the 
oesdon  of  these  blandsf  How  ooald  doctrine 
of  tliia  character  be  maintained  ?  Let  a  case  l>e 
■tated  to  exemplify  it :  Snppose  that  Spun 
ihould  enter  into  a  treaty  with  France,  by  which 
^'ranoe  should  say  to  her,  you  shall  give  op  those 
islands,  and  we  wiU  then  wilhdnw  our  troops 
from  yoor  territory,  and  permit  yon  to  remodel 
jonr  poUtioal  conratatioa  w  a  ba^  itf  frea- 


dom."  Who  wonld  eonsent  to  condenm  Spain 
to  sadi  slavish  sabeMrience  as  to  compel  her 
to  refOM  snch  an  ol^rt  Who  wonld  oooseat 
to  tell  her  she  is  not  at  liberty  to  make  each 
terms!  He  knew,  nor  coald  conceive  of  any 
authority  which  could  be  shown  for  such  an  in> 
fringement  of  the  right  to  transfer  territory  on 
the  part  of  the  lawfbl  possessor.  If  Spain 
transfer  these  ialands,  shall  we  adopt  a  course 
which  fs  in  o[HK>sition  to  the  principles  and 
procUce  of  public  law  and  jnstice!  Can  we 
remodel  the  laws  of  nations  so  as  to  make  them 
confimn  ezolunve^  to  our  viewa  and  interests  f 
We  ought  not  to  do  so  if  wa  omikL  With  his 
consent  we  would  not  attempt  to  do  so.  There 
is  no  danger  so  great,  so  mnoh  to  be  dreaded, 
as  the  perpetration  of  infuttice  to  a  power 
weaker  than  ourselves.  If  there  was  any  man 
who  coold  hold  the  opinim  that  this  oooree  is  to 
be  defended,  he  wonld  not  hold  this  opinion. 
Such  was  not  the  opimon  which  could  be  re- 
conciled with  interest  any  more  than  jostioe  or 
generosity.  The  Secretary  of  State  did  not  see 
how  we  could  tH«vent  this  transfer  to  the  Sonth 
American  States,  if  made  by  lawful  operation 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  there  were  ^ntle- 
men  on  this  floor  who  had  spoken  of  resistaooe 
in  this  event — who  had  said  we  on^t  to  re- 
sist any  attempt  to  take  noaaesrioa  ot  tiieae 
ialands  by  the  Sooth  Amenean  GovanmeDta. 
He  waa  not  prepared  to  say,  when  these  ti^von- 
ments  bad  but  one  way  of  wonnding  their  ad- 
versaries, and  that  was  by  taking  possession  of 
these  islands,  that  we  ought  to  interfere  to  pre- 
vent it.  IX,  according  to  their  own  view  of 
their  own  policy  and  their  own  interests ;  it, 
with  a  view  to  facilitate  their  ultimate  triumph, 
and  the  recognition  of  tlieir  independence,  they 
should  think  fit  to  proceed  in  this  way,  it  would 
be  the  mere  violence  of  power  for  us  to  say  to 
them  that  they  should  not  so  proceed.  He  oonld 
not  see  how  such  a  proceeding  wonld  interfere 
&tally  with  our  intereets;  he  did  not  see  how 
it  came  inaooh  pei^ooa  conflict  mth  onr  policy. 
If,  however,  it  does;  if  its  tendency  was  to 
set  up  a  formidable  power  within  a  leagne  ot 
our  own  ahorea ;  if  it  wonld  set  up  on  onr  im- 
mediate frontier  a  threatening,  powerihl,  and 
petrifying  despotism ;  even  under  such  i^gra- 
vated  circumstances,  he  wonld  oot  say  to  a 
wMker  power,  "Because  we  are  strong,  and 
you  are  weak,  I  will  check  your  lawful  course, 
and  defeat  your  fair  purposes."  No,  Perish  the 
Southern  States — perish  rather  the  country  to 
which  he  belonged!  Perish  all  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  him  in  heart  and  hope,  before  he 
would  hold  language  so  selfish  and  unmanly— 
the  langnage  of  audi  a  ocdd  and  wltberii^  tyr- 
anny. 

We  onght  not,  then,  to  gotoPaoama.  Bytlie 
one  party  it  is  ai^ed  that  we  are  oomraitted  on 
one  side,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  go ;  by  the 
other  party  it  is  contended  tiiat  we  are  com- 
mitted on  the  other  side,  and  therefore  oo^t 
not  to  go.  He  waa  of  c^inion  that  we  stand 
onoommitted  on  all  lidei,  and  therefiMe  w« 
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oogfat  not  to  go,  to  ocHDiiUt  osndvea.  Sup- 
pose that  Great  Brit^  ahoiild}  1^  uqjnst 
BMUU,  obt^  poaseincMi  vt  these  idBads,  are 
ire  prepared,  even  in  Hub  eveat,  to  make  re- 
EiBUiicet  What  is  the  trae  character  of  onr 
jfo^y  ?  Suppose  Spun  aboold  cede  the  islands, 
to  Great  BriU^  sheJl  we  aaj  to  her,  *'  Ton  mnst 
not  negotiate  on  this  point?"  Sappoee  tliat 
Great  Britun  sbonld  refuse  to  listen  to  an; 
FDggestifHM  or  remonstrances  of  onrs^and  should 
Bay  she  will  hold  these  islands :  what  can  we 
do  9  Shall  we  go  to  war  ?  Should  we  threaten 
— aoDooQce  our  intention  to  go  to  war  in  that 
erentf  A  threat  we  might  haTe  to  fiilfilf  an 
faiteotifm  we  mi^t  be  under  ib»  neoeasi^  ot 
reneanoing.  Are  our  means,  onr  resonrcn 
■Bob  aa  would  yusOSIf  w  in  rushing  into  a  war 
on  snob  gnmndaf  When  we  go  to  war,  or 
when  we  asBome  a  tone  of  war,  we  expect  to 
profit  by  goins  to  war.  By  goiiu  to  war,  in 
this  caae^  we  aboold  only  m^e  bad  worse ;  be- 
cause we  iboald  not  be  equal  to  Great  Britain. 
We  are  only  an  equal  competitor  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  a  just  war.  If  we  sbonld  choose  to 
hold  a  langoage  or  condnct  of  dictation  to  this 
power,  DO  sagacity  was  required  to  predict  the 
result.  We  sboold  lose  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico 
• — have  to  sastsiu  the  formidable  expenses  of 
the  contest;  and,  added  to  these,  the  iqjory 
vfaidi  we  know,  from  recent  erents,  so  well 
bow  to  i4>preciate,  resolting  &am  the  sac^fice 
of  OUT  oommeroe  aiid  indortiy,  and  the  agitivtaon 
and  rarage  of  our  coasbL  He  was  disposed  to 
act,  not  ay  the  role  bud  down  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  his  comspondence,  but  the  pl^, 
common  sense  rnle,  wnich  ought  in  all  events 
to  rebate  onr  coarse.  He  would  act,  uA  be 
left  free  to  act,  according  to  oircumatanoes,  and 
would  never  go  as  a  volunteer  into  a  war  &om 
which  no  advantage  could  possibly  result  A 
constant  and  attentlTe  regard  should  undoubt- 
edly be  ^d  to  the  fate  of  the  Spanish  islands. 
STegotiauons  should  be  kept  perpetually  alert, 
to  i»event  a  disposal  of  them  which  might  be 
tlHHi^t  to  threaten  onr  interests.  There  were 
posrible  oontingendesm  which  a  resOTttoforoe, 
or  the  menaee  of  force,  to  effect  the  ol^eot, 
nu^t  be  advisable  asv^l  as  just.  But  tbenn- 
oertainty  of  the  ocomrenoe,  as  well  as  oompon- 
tion  of  these  oontingencnes,  reqaired  that  onr 
hands  should  be  kept  unbound,  to  be  extended 
in  the  Section  which  onr  interests  might  de- 
mand. Aooesaon  to  the  joint  negotiation  pro- 
posed most  either  prove  entirely  mtile,  or  have 
the  effect  to  tie  them  up,  and  was  therefore  on, 
every  consideration  nnadvisable.  As  far  as  we 
have  gone  alotu^  then,  he  saw  no  sufficient  oon- 
aiderations  to  lead  tis  to  become  parties  to  this 
Congress.  We  had  do  olgeot  to  ask,  and 
tfaerafim  dumld  abstain  teom  it.  Our  objects 
had  been  obtained,  or  were  in  a  course  of  cer- 
tdn  attdnment^  or  onr  policy  was  fixed,  not 
open  to  ttcgotiation^-or  th^  were  no  ol^ects  to 
ns.  He  would  forbear  any  critical  review  (tf  all 
the  obiects  wluch  had  been  presented.  It  wonld 
bedmonUin  ncpudtoHmaof  them,  vtthoat 


[a  or  B. 

a  departure  from  deforenoe  to  tfae  PretidenL 
The  abolition  of  private  war  on  tlie  ocean,  and 
propagating  a  better  systrai  of  reli^ns  faith 
in  South  America,  were  examples.  He  daased 
these  objects  togeuier,  aa  belonging,  in  bis  con- 
ception, to  a  common  character.  The  abolition 
of  private  war  on  the  ocean  1  The  affectation  of 
the  phraae  was  indication  enough  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  obJecL  Why  not  call  it  by  its  known 
and  proper  name  of  privateering?  And  why 
abolish  this  form  of  its  operation,  if  war  were 
to  continae!  What  were  the  superior  reoom- 
mendations  of  its  opeiration  on  the  persons  of 
the  parties  to  it,  rather  than  their  property  t 
JM  not  a  wiudesome  humanity,  as  well  as  rear 
son,  demand  both  modes  qwatitm,  as  multi'- 
plying  the  fludllties  to  the  twminatifm  of  it,  as 
well  as  tto  motives  to  forbearing  from  it?  And 
if  war  were  to  prevail,  why  not,  in  reference  to 
a  principle  of  justice  as  well  as  policy,  permit 
the  partidpation  of  individnal  enten»'ise  in  its 
incidental  advantages! 

Mr.  Sawtib,  rose  and  s^d :  Kenas  came  and 
whispered  to  P(HDpey,  that  he  now  had  it  in  his 
power  to  become  master  of  the  world,  as  the 
two  sovereigns  were  on  board  his  ship,  nearly 
unattended,  and  immersed  in  wiue :  and  if  he 
wonld  but  say  the  word,  he  would  oast  off,  put 
to  sea,  and  throw  them  overboard.  Fompey 
told  him  he  ought  to  have  done  it  without^  ta 
now  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  so  great  a  breaoh 
of  trust:  8a  if  the  President  had  secretly 
wdered  Ibr.  Andereon,  who  wss  in  that  ndfl^- 
borhood,  to  be  in«sent  at  this  Congress  of 
Panama,  as  an  agent,  I  would  have  disregarded 
it ;  but  DOW  I  -eannot  sanction  a  formal  embas^ 
of  two  Ministers,  at  an  expense  of  forty  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  to  proceed  there  openly,  in  face  of 
,  all  the  world,  {nxifessedly  to  do  Dothing,  "  or 
merely  to  set  forth  our  reasons  for  declining  any 
proposals  for  specific  measures."  It  must  attract 
the  notice  of  for^gn  powers;  it  will  excite 
their  Jealousy ;  tbejr  will  believe  that  such  an 
imposing  mission  is  intended  for  some  parpoesk 
aod  that  we  have  abandoned  that  nentral  ground 
whidi  we  have  so  long  oooopied.  This  misrim 
wUl  be  worse  than  nsdess.  It  binot  a  plaoe  to 
enter  into  oommwnal  treaties ;  we  have  uion^ 
of  tbem  already  with  those  powers — and  what 
advice  can  we  now  offer  them  that  will  avail  t 
They  have  all  formed  their  constitntions ;  their 
Governments  are  in  the  full  tide  of  sncoessfnl 
e^wriment;  and  any  advice  that  we  might  now 
offer  them,  as  the  irnits  of  onr  experience, 
would  be  too  late.  Tliis  Congress  of  Panama 
is  intended  entirely  for  the  delilwration  ctf  this 
great  Confederacy,  on  the  subject  of  their 
military  operations,  contingentfl,  questions  grow- 
ing out  their  foreign  and  domestic  relation^ 
which  an  peculiarly  interesting  to  theuselvea, 
and  which  they  m^  be  presumed  to  be  b^ter 
acquainted  with  than  we  are.  Now,  whatever 
may  be  resolved  on  that  m^  have  a  bearing 
upon  any  foreign  or  neighboring  power^  we 
shall  come  in  for  a  share  of  responnl»lity,  u  we 
have  Mimsters  there.  For,  if  we  do  but  adTise^ 
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that  wiU  be  saffidaot  to  implicate  na  in  those 
transactions,  and  jeopardize  tu  with  those  powers 
with  whom  we  may  come  in  coUirion — ^with 
Spain,  Brazi],  France,  or  the  whole  together — 
iriiich  might  involve  ns  in  war,  and  nltimatel; 

! lunge  as  into  the  vorter  of  European  politics, 
'he  acceptance  of  this  invitation  was  most 
unadvised  &nd  hastj.  Our  modern  Alexander 
has  Jnmped  over  the  walls,  among  the  enemy, 
witboQt  his  army ;  and  has  received  some 
dangerons  wounds  to  his  political  life,  before 
they  conid  come  up  to  his  resoae :  and  now  we 
are  called  on  to  interpose  oar  shields,  to  risk 
ourselves  to  extricate  mm  from  his  danger,  to 
divide  it  with  him.  I,  Ibr  cue,  have  not  saffi- 
cient  oraifidence  to  venture. 

We  have  a  Oongress  of  oor  own :  let  ns 
attend  to  that,  and  we  ^all  have  enough  to  do. 
We  were  no  piarty  to  those  wars  which  paved 
tite  way  to  this  Congress,  and  can  have  no  more 
right  to  a  voice  there  than  in  the  Turkish  Divan. 
And  shall  we  establish  a  political  lecture-room, 
or  college,  alongside  of  them}  Shall  we 
assume  the  profesedon  of  teachers?  If  we  do,  I 
hope  they  will  pay  us.  Bat  we  should  first  be 
satisfied  that  we  are  entitled  to  this  preference 
in  the  science  of  Government  and  we  admin- 
istration  of  political  afikirs,  before  we  act  the 
universal  peaa^(^;ae.  To  be  sure,  in  the  art  of 
President-making  w«  stand  nnrivalled,  and  are 
justly  entitled  to  a  patent  right,  provided  we 
oan  find  any  nation  disposed  to  purchase  a 
privily.  For  I  am  sore  that  no  other  nation 
would  have  found  out  that,  from  the  "  three 
highest"  on  the  list,  was  meant  the  lowest 

A  decent  exonse,  not  "a  «old  repnlse," 
against  the  acceptance  of  this  invitation,  would 
have  satisfied  those  powers  who  made  it.  I 
believe  that  it  was  m^y  intended  as  compli- 
mentary. From  the  relations  we  bore  to  those 
powers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  they 
*  oould  not  have  supposed  that  we  would  have 
taken  part  in  it  in  good  earnest.  And  yet  it 
seems  that  our  Solomons,  who  have  had  so 
muoh  eiqierienoe  in  iho  wfljys  of  the  world,  and 
in  the  forma  and  oeremittiieB  of  Oonrts,  have 
taken  in  downright  seriousness  titia  joke,  or 
expression  of  empty  politeness.  Bat,  even 
admitting  they  were  in  earnest,  yet  the  oorro- 

Siondenoe  between  these  Ministers  and  Ut. 
lay  (which  I  will  not  detain  tiie  House  by 
reciting)  shows  that  they  would  not  have  been 
ofiended  had  we  declined  the  offer.  So  far 
from  it,  they  express  some  uneasiness,  or  fear 
their  overture  might  give  offence  to  ns,  and 
reqaire,  boTorehand,  to  know  whether  such  an 
invitation  woidd  be  acceptable.  If,  therefore, 
we  can  (^ve  no  ofi^noe  by  reftaung,  and  may 
give  it  ^  aeoepting— if  wa  can  render  those 
nations  no  service  by  oor  counsels,  but  may 
render  oundvea  madi  dlsservloe  by  ol&ring 
them,  I  oan  sea  bnt  one  reasw  why  we  shoala 
sanction  it,  and  ibat  motive  is,  to  minbter  to 
Executive  patronage.  The  great  States  are 
to  be  conciliated ;  for  you  find  all  the  appoint- 
ments of  note  made  from  the  kigest  States: 
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New  York,  the  first  lOdster  to  Earope :  Penn- 
sylvania, a  member  of  the  Oabinet,  and  a 
Minister  to  Panama;  Ohio,  the  fourth  officer 
of  the  Government^  and  a  mission  to  Pern; 
Virginia,  two  members  of  the  Cabinet.  Does 
not  all  this  go  to  stiow  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
seduce  the  powerfal  States  from  their  integrity  t 
Yes,  and  I  will  engage  they  see  it  themselves, 
and  are  prepared  to  treat  it  as  it  deserves. 
After  waiting  near  two  months  for  this  in- 
formation, what  have  we!  A  commentary 
upon  tite  Carthaginian  and  Pmsuan  treaties: 
the  last  of  which  has  been  dwdt  on  with  filial 
partialis  and  Twity,  and  whioh  has  been  of 
abont  88  much  use  as  the  first.  I  fael  com- 
petent to  decide  for  myself;  and  oan  truly  %ay, 
then  is  nothing  pTop<»ed  to  be  gained  at  this 
Congress  of  Panama,  but  what  either  has  been^ 
or  may  be  obtained,  in  the  ordinary  channels 
of  negotiation;  but  that  we  may  lose  by  it  our 
peace,  our  respectability,  and  perhaps  our  inde- 
pendence. We  already  have  Ministers  to  all 
those  powers ;  and  I  am  sure  the  instructions 
to  Mr.  Anderson,  which  are  ingrafted  into  those 
of  other  Mmisters,  were  safficientiv  full  to 
enable  him  to  enter  into  treaty  slipnlations  on 
all  the  points  proposed  to  be  discussed  at  this 
Oongress.  I  cannot  see,  therefore,  on  what 
aooount  tiiese  Ifinisters  are  to  be  charged,  unless 
it  be  on  the  prindple  of  the  tailor,  who  charged 
for  a  suit  tft  dothea,  then  fbr  a  coat,  w^stooat 
and  breeches.  In  a  similar  way,  it  is  attempted 
to  double  our  Executive  patronage  under  the 
diplomatio  head,  which  u  about  as  fbir,  in  • 
moral  point  of  view,  as  it  is  wise  in  a  po- 
iiticaL 

It  is  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  make 
a  long  speech.   There  is  a  regulation  which 

S'CvaOs  in  the  estates  or  Parliament  of 
anover,  which  I  would  recommend  for  onr 
adoption :  that  is,  when  a  member  appears  to 
be  wearying  the  House  by  a  long  speech, 
the  President  shall  pot  him  m  mhid,  "dmu  «r 
iieh  lurt  /om;"  that  brevi^  is  the  soul  ot 
wit.  So,  the  least  a^  on  tUs  ocoa^on,  the 
better,  and  the  least  said,  the  best. 

Mr.  WoBrmNQTON  then  rose,  and  addressed 
the  committee  as  follows: 

Before  I  consider  the  immediate  objects  of 
the  mission,  I  shall  notice  some  objections 
which  present  themselves  at  the  threshold  of 
the  inquiry.  Of  this  character,  is  a  pledge 
alleged  to  have  been  given,  upon  certain  points 
uf  great  public  concern;  and  the  hazard  to 
whioh  we  expose  our  neutrality  by  sending 
Ministers  to  the  Congress  of  Panama.  This 
su^osed  pledge  is  contuned  in  a  declaration 
of  President  Monroe,  in  hu  message  to  Couprem 
in  1823,  and  in  the  instructions  to  our  resident 
Minister  In  Mexico,  and  in  conversations  be- 
tween that  Minister  and  the  functiouaiies  <^ 
the  Government  near  which  he  resides.  The 
Message  of  Mr.  Monroe  was  oommunicated  to 
Congress  at  the  time  when  the  great  powers  of 
continental  Europe  were  carrying  into  efi^t 
measores  previously  oonoerted  to  prevent  the 
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nowth  and  extension  of  liberal  prinoiples  in 
uie  west  (rf  Earope.  It  was  seriously  appre- 
h ended  by  many  in  this  hemisphere,  of  whom 
Mr.  Konroe  was  one,  that  the  same  powers 
would  forcibly  interfere  1>etweea  Spun  and  her 
former  coloaies,  and  if  the^  sacceeded  in  orneh- 
ing  the  spirit  of  liberty  m  that  qaarter,  they 
woald  next,  in  the  plenitnde  of  tneir  power, 
attempt  to  extend  tne  system  of  le^timaoy  to 
ua.  An  ondertokinz  of  this  kind  might  not 
have  aippeared .  to  uiem,  as  some  thoagbt,  so 
haiardoiu  and  diffledt  as  many  obJectB  they 
bad  accompUshed.  As  6r  as  Utey  nad  aoted 
in  ooDcert,  they  had  achieved  all  their  enter- 

S rises.  They  had  wrested  the  sceptre  of 
'hailemagne  from  the  ^ant  ^nsp  of  Kapoleon. 
Tliey  had  extingnished  the  risiog  flame  of  liberty 
in  Piedmont  and  Naples,  and  placed  npoa 
the  head  of  tJie  Aostrian  monaroh  the  iron 
crown  <tf  Lombardy.  They  had  oonaiderably 
enlarged  their  own  territory,  and  erected  new 
kingdoms  ont  of  the  fragments  of  provinces 
and  former  repahlics.  They  had  restored  all 
the  branches  of  the  honse  of  Boarbon  to  the 
thrones  of  their  ancestors,  and  they  were 
■nxioiis  to  rdnstate  the  Spooish  brandi  in  its 
nltroriparioe  pofloessions.  By  their  joint  eflEbrts 
and  thur  joint  ooansels,  they  had  effected  won- 
ders in  Eurt^  in  support  of  what  th^  termed 
kgitimate  Govemmeots,  and  they  vainly  thought 
they  ooold  extend  their  princif^ee  to  the  aonth- 
em  part  of  this  continent.  They  were  opposed 
to  what  they  called  anarchic  and  revolntionary 
principles,  everywhere,  and  of  this  character 
they  conceived  to  be  those  of  the  Spanish 
American  States.  If  they  oonld  have  suc- 
oeeded,  in  the  Sonth,  in  putting  down  principles 
eogoate  with  onr  own,  it  was  strtHi^y  appre- 
hended they  wonid  next  tarn  their  arms  against 
OS,  and  olthongh  they  coold  not  snbdne  na,  they ; 
m^t  give  ns  nuieh  tronble,  and  pnt  as  to  great 
expMue.  Nor  was  this  eonnderea  a  vain  appre- 
headon  by  ma^y  politicians  of  that  day.  The 

fawer  of  N^xueon  was  so  firmly  established — 
ranee,  as  If  sown  with  the  dragon's  teeth,  and 
presenting  the  aspect  of  an  intrenched  camp, 
WIS  M  strongly  fortified,  as  to  indace  the  belief 
that  no  bnman  power  oonld  penetrate  her  fron- 
tier; yet,  notwithstanding  this  military  array, 
notwithstanding  the  intrepid  character  of  the 
French  popalntion,  notwiUistanding  the  snper- 
hnman  genins  of  the  chief  by  whom  they  were 
led  to  battle,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  this 
iron  coIcMoa  was  dashed  to  pleoe^  and  France, 
whose  Inflaenoe  hod  been  felt  fhmi  the  Bfaioe 
to  Lake  Ladoga,  was  compiled  to  pass  nnder 
Qie  yoke,  and  to  receive  thei  same  person  as  her 
master,  whom,  twenty  years  before,  she  had 
evicted  from  her  soil  as  anworthy  of  her 
iDegianee.  Having  performed  these  martial 
feats  against  a  people  so  renowned,  they  were 
Tun  eooQgh  to  imagine  they  could  compass  any 
Uiing.  The  year  before  the  Message  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  they  had  been  in  friendly  and  confl- 
dend^  consultation  at  Yerona,  and  were  sas- 
peeted  to  have  matared  meosares^  hatdiod  in 
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secret  and  in  the  dark,  against  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  Spanish  American  States ; 
and  a  part  of  their  system  had  been  actually 
developed  by  the  invasion  of  Spain  under  the 
banner  of  France.  Bat,  in  conseqnenoe  of  the 
Hessf^,  and  the  protest,  of  a  similar  character, 
on  the  part  of  England,  it  is  thought,  by  many, 
they  were  deterred  from  an  armed  interference 
in  tiie  ^urs  of  Spanish  America. 

Mr.  ClhairmaD,  the  ostensible  object  of  tho 
Holy  Alliance  wa&  to  manage  die  concuns 
they  had  in  charge  m  confonnity  to  the  Ohiis< 
tian  reUgion.  But,  ahortly  after  the  formation 
of  this  league,  symptoms  of  politioal  regenera- 
tion made  their  appearance,  and  ass  timed  an 
alarming  aspect  in  all  the  west  of  Earope ;  and 
this  sacred  leagne,  professing  to  have  Christian- 
ity for  its  buttress  and  its  guide,  was  saddenly 
diverted  from  its  ostensible  parpose,  and  di- 
rected against  the  progress  of  liberal  princi- 
ples ;  or,  as  they  termed  them,  revolution  and 
illegitimacy.  At  Troppau  and  Laybach,  they 
openly  avowed  their  determination  to  pi^ 
down  revolution  wherever  it  shoold  appear- 
even  among  nations  of  acknowledged  inde- 
pendence. This  system,  it  is  true,  was  confined 
to  Europe,  but  it  was  not  known  how  soon  it 
might  be  extended  to  the  American  continent ; 
and  hence  the  declaration  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, tliat  we  could  not  view  with  Indifference 
the  attempt,  by  any  European  power,  to  op- 
press our  sister  Republics,  or  interfere  in  their 
domestic  affairs.  This  declaration  ought  not 
to  have  been  viewed  as  a  pledge.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  President  has  no  authority  to 
pledge  this  nation  to  any  course  of  foreign  pol- 
icy, except  through  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  decuiratioa,  wen,  however  it  might  have 
been  viewed  1^  foreign  powers,  was,  In  »fer- 
ence  to  our  constituotm  and  laws,  a  brutum 
/uZflwn^  and  o£  no  more  bindhig  eflbet  upon  na, 
than  the  edicts  of  Fes  or  Ooiutantinopie.  In  * 
making  tUs  observation,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  censure  the  late  President  for  using  this  lan- 
guage, if  it  was  intended  by  him  that  Con- 
gress should  efpress  an  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; or  that  foreign  nations  should  be  apprised 
of  his  individual  opinion  as  to  the  course  we 
ought  to  pursue  in  the  contingency  contem- 
plated. But  this  declaration  of  his  sentiments 
created  no  obligation  on  this  nation.  Had  the 
contingency  occurred,  we  would  have  been 
bound,  neither  in  morality  nor  honor,  to  carry 
the  dechiration  into  effect,  or  to  redeem  any 
pledge,  had  be  made  one  not  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution.  If  any  President  were  to  make 
a  pledge  in  a  form  unknown  or  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution,  he  would  be  obnoxious  to  just 
censure  and  the  severest  reprobation.  But,  in 
the  present  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  conceive 
no  pledge  to  have  been  given,  unless  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Poinsett  will  justify  such  an 
inference.  In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  28th  of  March,  1826,  reference  is 
made  to  tlie  Message  in  queetioa,  and  that  Min- 
uter i»  instntcted  to  coU  the  attention  of  the 
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Mexican  Govenunent  to  its  contenta.  The 
manner  of  using  the  Message  is  left  to  Hr. 
Poinsett  himself,  who  was  a  member  of  Ooq- 
gresfl  when  it  was  commanicated  to  that  bodj, 
and  who  was  well  aoqntunted  with  the  circam- 
stances  aDtl  secret  spHngs  which  had  indaced 
it  Ur.  Poinsett  vtew  the  President  could 
givo  no  pledge,  without  &e  intervention  of  a 
treaty,  aaootioned  by  the  Senate;  and  he, 
thwefore,  conld  not  have  viewed  the  deelarft- 
tion  in  any  other  light  than  the  oDinion  of  a 
distingiiished  and  iimneritial  indivianal,  at  the 
head  of  oar  Gk)vemment,  that  such  oaght  and 
would  be  onr  policj,  ehoald  the  contraiplated 
oontingenoj  occur.  Whether  there  was  any 
Jnit  or  rational  wprehension  of  an  armed  in- 
terference of  the  Holy  Alliance,  in  the  contest 
between  Spain  and  her  fonner  colonies;  or 
that  any  trans-Atlantic  nation  meditated  the 
establishment  of  new  oolonies  oo  the  Ameri- 
oao  continent,  it  ia  not  for  me  to  detennine. 
Bnt  the  dedantkm  of  the  Fraddent  proceeded 
upon  tUs  apprehension;  althoogh,  in  tnith 
and  reality,  it  misht  have  been  gromidlesB.  It 
certainly  would  have  been  a  mad  project  to 
tranaport  foroes  across  the  great  ocean  for  the 
■alfjngation  of  the  new  RepnUica,  when  it  was 
oertamly  known  that  England  would  oppose 
^e  enterprise,  with  all  her  navfd,  fiscal,  and 
military  means.  The  other  part  of  the  dedara- 
tion,  that  we  wonld  suffer  no  European  power 
to  colonize  any  part  of  Korth  and  South 
America — was,  to  'say  the  least  of  it,  rash  and 
tncMisiderate,  and  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  pacific  and  miambitionB  spirit  <rf  our  Be- 
publioan  institatima.  niere  was  no  necesdty 
to  make  it,  as  it  regarded  our  own  territory, 
and  I  cannot  peroelve  the  policy  ot  making 
war  in  defence  of  foreign  soil.  I  trust  this  na- 
tion will  never  wage  war  to  maintain  the  ter- 
ritorial integrity  of  other  nations,  unless  it 
•  should  be  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own 
safety.  We  can  never  heutate  to  defend  oar 
own  soil,  but  it  woold  be  highly  impolitic  and 
ndnooB  to  embark  our  means  and  our  lives  in 
the  defence  of  other  nations.  • 

But,  llr.  Chairman,  whether  the  events  con- 
templated by  the  late  Prasident — ^Eun^ean  in- 
tMwrence  or  colonization — ^wiU  ever  occur  or 
not ;  or  whether  the  present  President  intend- 
ed, in  his  instructions  to  Vt.  Poinsett,  to  make 
a  I^e^  or  not,  it  is  very  certidn  tJie  Uex- 
loan  Govmunent  cannot  view  it  in  that  light, 
after  the  explanation  of  that  Minister  to  the 
Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  as  detailed  by  him, 
in  his  letter  of  the  Slst  August,  1825.  Accord- 
ing to  this  statement,  he  explictiy  informed  the 
Secretary,  "  that  the  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  known  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
towards  the  new  Bepnblios,  .did  not  confer 
upon  them  the  privil^  of  demanding  oor  in- 
terferenoe  as  a  right."  Whatever  in^resrions 
may  have  been  entertained  by  the  Merican 
Oovemment  prim  to  this  ex|danatton,  none 
ooqU  remain,  as  to  tlie  ezistenoe  (tf  a  pledge, 
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after  it.  The  declaration,  thus  exf^wted, 
amounted  to  this — that  the  Government  and 
people  of  this  country  cherished  tiie  most  ami- 
cable feelings  towards  the  new  States  of  the 
South,  and  that  they  ought  to  consider  these 
fMlings  as  a  sure  guarantee  that  this  country 
would  not  be  a  cold  and  inaotiye  qteetatrix  at 
any  attempt  to  dismember  Haar  territory,  w 
to  reduce  them  to  their  former  state  of  cMmlal 
vassalage.  To  any  alliance,  oflfondve  or  defen- 
sive, or  any  pledge  involving  our  peace,  I  am 
decidedly  opposed.  If  any  European  nation 
idiould  attempt  to  put  down  the  new  B^ub- 
lics,  it  will  be  time  enough,  then,  to  aot  as  oor 
interest  or  policy  may  dictate ;  but  let  us  not 
tie  ourselves  down  by  any  stipulation,  by 
which  our  peace  may  be  in  the  power  of  any 
foreign  nation.  The  Spanish  American  Statee 
may  be  involved  in  minous  wars,  not  tmly  witli 
Eur<^>ean  nations,  but  with  one  another ;  and, 
if  we  once  become  ratangled  in  their  political 
systems,  we  abaU  find  onnelvea  in  the  powtion 
v£  England  towards  the  continent  of  £nrope 
during  the  last  and  present  oentariea— con- 
stantly wasting  our  blood  and  treasure  in 
maintiuning  the  balance  power  among  thne 
States.  That  they  will  be  engaged  in  wars 
among  themselves,  there  is  no  doubt.  One 
already  exists  between  Brazil  and  La  Plata; 
and  territorial  disputes  have  already  arisen  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Guatemala. 

Mr.  Jahks  Johhsok  next  rose,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  committee : 

It  ia  not  my  purpose  to  treat  with  dineq>ect 
the  oinnion  <ji  any  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  They  possess  the  ri^t  to  e^joy  th^ 
opinions:  I  possess  the  same  right;  and  die 
right  also  to  express  it,  as  I  trust  I  shall  evw 
do,  on  all  proper  occasions,  firmly  and  inde- 
pendently. Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  here,  I  have  often  felt  pleasant  emoticms. 
I  see  around  me  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
great  American  family.  I  see  those  whom  the 
members  of  tiiat  family  have  selected  for  their 
virtue  and  intelligence  to  deliberate  on  all  sub- 
jects in  which  their  interests  are  involved.  I 
am  bound  to  believe  that  we  are  aiming  at  the 
same  great  result,  the  honor  and  happmess  of 
our  country,  although  we  widely  differ  on 
many  subjecta  as  to  the  proper  means  of  ob- 
taining it.  Were  we  to  pursue  the  policy  re- 
commended and  advocated  by  some  genUemen, 
it  would  end,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  prostratim 
of  tiiat  liberty  wbioh  they  wish  to  preeervet 
Neither  will  I  indulge  any  feeling  of  aineq>eot 
to  the  Ohief  Magistrate  of  this  nation.  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  his  person,  for  the  high 
station  which  he  fills,  for  the  people,  for  my- 
self, to  indulge  in  any  tbbg  of  the  kind :  sj- 
thoogh  he  was  not  my  choice,  yet,  sir,  he  is  the 
President  of  this  people:  yes,  for  those  who 
voted  against  him,  as  well  as  those  who  voted 
for  him.  And  I  am  free  to  declare^  that  I  will 
support  any  measure  which  he  recommendi^ 
whicb,  in  my  oplidtm,  comports  with  the  inters 
ests  of  this  nanou.  Yes,  I  will ;  and  were  It 
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ft  JeflfcreoD—who,  I  am  free  to  aoknowledge,  is 
mj  greatett  p<^tioa(l  &Torite  among  all  men 
who  BOW  liTB  on  earth— vere  he  to  popose  a 
meaaoro  whi^  would  haT«  an  oppomte  effeoL 
I  wonld  oppoM  it.  Measms,  not  men,  should 
idot  tbift  enlightened     BaMy  to  proper  and 
nappj  ooneloBona.  The  PreMent  has  laid  be- 
fore this  HooM  the  whole  rabjeot  of  the  Pana- 
zu  ndssioD.  He  has  asked  oar  c^lcm.  I  am 
now  about  to  give  it  "bj  voting  foe  the  amend- 
mmt  pnpoma  hj  Gie  sentlemaB  from  Dda^ 
vara.   AjoA  whether  he  had  ai^ed  it  ot  not,  I 
would  still  gire  it,      in  my  opii^on.  it  was 
pooesiary.    Tet,  ue  ^tii«niBn  from  Virginia 
■upyoaea  we  hare  no        to  gire  oor  opuiion 
— tiiat,  in  so  doing,  we  Infringe  on  tlie  rights 
and  powers  <^  the  EzeentiTe.    Yea,  he  goes 
frnilier — that  he  wonM  refose  to  ^ve  any 
opiaifm  to  the  Exeeotire,  even  thoogh  he  were 
reqaested  so  to  do.  Tm  whab  do  we  ooQie  to 
Oiai^acet  To  nnite  with  each  faraadi  the 
Gorarmneot,  oonjdntly,  for  Aa  purpow  ct  de- 
Bberatton ;  for  the  pnipoae  of  gmog  oar  opin- 
kna,  and  hearing  others  give  tbeir  opii^<mB, 
and  arriving  at  a  resoh  which  will  promote 
ibo  geHKVl  weal;  to  min^^  sei^imeDtB  and 
opinions  with  bach  other.   But  no,  says  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  will  not  give  any 
(^nnion,  though  stdicited  by  a  co-ordinate 
Ivaneh  of  this  Government :  and  althoagh  the 
peaee,  the  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
Governmttit,  are  involved  in  the  question,  he 
would  be  rilent — he  woold  not  obey  this  rea- 
smiaUe  reqnest.  It  really  aeems  to  me,  that, 
whMi  we  meet  at  the  seat  of  Qovemmeiit,  we 
are  tan^bt  flrom  tUs  doctrine  tiiat  thadidBnent 
dqtartments  of  Government,  instead  of  fcam- 
ti^  <Hie  great  whole,  a  nnit,  are  j^aoed  upon 
the  footing  of  strangers,  of  foreign  nations,  and 
most  observe  afl  the  forms  and  etiquette  which 
tanaga  courts  do  to  odq  another.   A  oo-ordi- 
nate  Iffanch  of  this  Government  requests 
opinion  of  another  on  a  great  political  ques- 
tiaa,  to  strengthen  his  hands.    No,  says  the 
genUeman,  I  would  refose.  "  United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall"   But  no :  let  the  President 
act  single-handed,  and  the  Government  moves 
on  with  more  power  than  to  act  with  the  co- 
operatian  ei  thu  House.  What  la  man  com- 
mon than  a  genflnl  ooonoil  among  all  bodies  of 
pec^lel  And  Utt  more  critical  and  gloomy  the 
oeoadtm,  the  greater  necessity  for  a  general 
eoaaeQ.  This  la  often  practised  by  the  brat  of 
generals  in  an  army.   It  was  intended  to  be 
jwaetised  by  this  Qovwnment  when  three  sep- 
arate bodies  of  magiBteaEif  were  established. 
In  the  mnltitnde  of  council  there  is  safety : 
yea,  eafe^ — ^it  is  a  true  maxim.    It  may  do 
nmeh  good :  it  cannot  do  harm,  when  there  is 
a  general  council  with  the  coordinate  branches 
of  the  Government    If  they  agree,  it  is  a 
happy  drcumstaooe ;  if  they  disagree,  each 
pir^  is  left  where  it  was,  aoui^  in  the  sphere 
of  ito  own  oiUt   £aoh  heing  reqronsible  to 
that  angust  tribnnal  tar  its  o^ninu  and  its  do- 
ings—ue  i^^fr -aad  ftom  vhlah  rMpouiUl- 
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ity  tiiu  Honse  oaAt  never  to  shrink.  Fron. 
which  I  never  will  shrink  while  I  have  a  vota 
in  tills  HaU. 

Much  has  been  said  in  relate  to  that  part 
of  Hr.  Honroe's  ICessage  of  im,  whioh  stated 
that  this  Gorerament  ooold  not  kx^  with  in- 
diflferenoa  at  the  interforenoe  of  aojr  othw 
power  between  Spain  and  her  South  American 
colonies.  Nor  for  any  power,  except  Spidn,  to 
ocoi^y  Oaba.  This  declaration  was  made,  tt 
the  tune,  to  meet  a  particular  crisis,  a  partioo* 
lar  oocamon,  existwg  at  the  time  it  was  made; 
and  also  to  meet  all  other  oocamons  of  a  dmi> 
lar  character,  which  may  happen.  It  wsa 
understood,  when  made  by  this  Hoose,  by  the 
Bepublioa  <^  the  Bon^  by  Europe,  by  the 
world.  There  was  srane  huard  in  using  tfaia 
language,  when  it  was  used.  Th^e  was  a 
hanrd  that  it  mig^t  be  ofE^udve  to  Ennnie; 
that  might  ofliiwi  ns  some  difflcul^i  uiat 
Uiey  might  view  It  at  a  manaoe  that  did  not 
ctHnpcHTt  with  th^r  dlgnitiy  to  nadnre.  It  wa% 
however,  Just,  and  received  the  sanction  and 
approbation  of  the  world.  Heaven  seemod  to 
smile  upon  this  eventful  ^>och.  This  nadon 
took  a  hif^  and  devated  st^ud.  It  was  sana- 
tiamA  by  the  British  Govenunent  in  a  most 
distinguished  manner,  highly  honorable  to  thia 
nation,  and  magnanimous  in  that  In  doing  us 
ju^ce,  and  which  has  been  portrayed  in  such 
g^wiI^I  terms  by  the  gentleman  from  Hassa- 
ohnsettB.  The  words  of  the  Pre^dent  wera 
correct  as  to  time — oorrect  as  to  form  and  anl^ 
stance:  they  were  sanctioned  by  this  nati^ui, 
they  were  predioated  upon  ocmrert  prinoqiles. 
Tlie  words  nave  isaned  from  thia  nmon,  th^ 
will  not  be  recalled.  No,  mr ;  I  wilt  not  agrea 
to  recall  them:  neither  will  I  agree  to  ga»> 
oonade  over  them ;  neither  will  I  ^ve  my  con- 
sent for  any  of  our  Ministers  to  nve  their  oon- 
stmctions  of  ttiat  declaration.  They  speak  for 
Ihans^ves,  and  when  it  is  necessary  to  ^ve 
them  their  effect,  it  must  be  done  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. They  are  made,  and  there  let  them 
rest  until  a  similar  oocanon  occurs  to  thoaa 
which  gave  rise  to  them,  and  then,  and  not  un- 
til then,  let  the  subject  come  before  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  nowhere  else,  to  f^ve  the  pn^ier 
cosutmotjon,  and  to  adc^  snoh  measarea  aa  It 
may  ccoudder  just  and  i^it.  yon  nu^  da* 
stroy  any  ttuiw  by  nursing  it  Thta»  was  oer- 
tainly  a  great  fitness  between  thedeclaralioa  cf 
the  Pre^dent  and  the  occasion  which  urged  it 
It  was  an  elevated  stand  which  the  Govern- 
ment assumed.  But  to  remain  so,  we  ought  to 
have  the  modesty  not  annually  to  declaim  and 
boast  on  the  subject  It  is  easy  to  destroy  the 
constitution  oi  the  finest  child  by  too  mnbh 
nursing;  and  it  is  more  easy  to  destroy  the 
;  happy  effects  of  the  stand  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1838,  by  recurring  often  to  it  un- 
necessarily. The  poesessiou  of  Cuba  is  of  vital 
imp<ntanoe  to  this  nation.  It  is  the  key  to  tlw 
month  of  the  IDssiasippi.  It  Ues  direetiy  in 
the  roote^  from  tiie  nuHuh  of  Out  river,  to  Aa 
Atbmtio  eitiea.  JA  ^  bmrerar,  not  oar  peof- 
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9ftj;  it  belongs  to  Old  Spain.  Neither  can 
we  obtain  it  npon  aaj  Jost  and  correct  princi- 
ple, withont  the  consent  of  Old  Bp^.  Unless 
we  were  at  war,  there  ia  but  one  way  to  obtain 
it-~whioh  is  by  purchase.  Spain,  however,  and 
the  sottthem  Bepublica  are  at  war;  and  in 
order  to  cripple  Spain  in  any  way,  which  they 
have  the  power  to  do*  these  Bepnblios  have  the 
zie^t  to  oonqner  it  and  take  poaseaeioQ  of  it,  if 
It  la  in  their  power.  If  they  posseaa  the  pbyai- 
oal  fbroe,  it  is  all  that  is  reqnired ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  roles  of  war,  it  u  right  and  jost  to 
make  the  attwnpt  It  is  stated  that  these  Be- 
pQblios  amtemplate  an  attack  on  Oaba.  Should 
they  observe  the  roles  belon^ng  to  honorable 
warfcre,  as  settled  in  the  civiUzed  world,  we 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  remain  a  spectator  of 
the  conflict,  observing  a  strict  nentruity.  But, 
ahonld  a  different  course  be  porsned,  which  is 
entirely  practicable,  (I  mean  a  servile  war  be- 
tween slave  and  master,)  then  it  woold  com- 
port with  the  lawa  d  heaven  and  eartik  to  put 
a  Btop  to  it,  if  in  oar  power.  It  would  be  only 
■jiifltioe  to  ooiHlvea.  Hnmau  natore  would  hmd 
In  everlflirting  remembranoe  snob  InterfereDoe, 
and  would  owe  to  ns  a  debt  of  nnbonnded  grat- 
itude daring  time.  This  shows  that  the  period 
is  pregnant  with  great  events.  It  is  truly  a 
arisis— we  shonld  not  incur  the  charge  <^  deep- 
ing on  our  post.  It  is  proper  that  we  dioold 
have  agenta  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  It  at- 
tracts the  attention  of  other  nations.  We 
ahoold  possess  sentinels,  then,  near  the  post  of 
danger.  This  woold  enable  this  GovOTument 
to  act  early  and  promptly,  if  necessary.  It  will 
be  rea^  to  meet  any  diMoolties,  if  any  should 
srise^  in  onr  rdations  witii  than.  Erom  the 
beat  view  of  the  snUeot  which  I  am  master  <^ 
•it  ^^tean  to  me  vitally  impcaiwit  to  mid  MW- 
Slteri  or  agmts  to  Auama :  yet,  to  vuA  mil 
•very  ste^  they  take,  so  as  to  seoure  tiiis  Gov- 
ernment, in  every  pcdnt  o(  view,  blameleas  b»- 
tom  the  world. 


Thubsdat,  April  20. 
Mimon  to  Panama. 
The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  Ocnnmittee  of  the  Wh(^e,  on  the  state  the 
Unim,  ySs.  ToMLomaa  in  ttie  ohiUr,  on.  the  Be- 
port  d  tlw  Oommittee  of  Foreini  Relations, 
on  the  Bul^ect  d  the  miasiaai  to  Panwna— the 
amendmoit  at  Mi.  KoLui^  as  mo^ed,  being 
also  under  ooneddaration — 

Ur.  BABiurr  said,  he  asked  the  Indulgence 
of  a  word.  Uis  purpose  was  to  separate  his 
vote  from  the  qneetiona  which  had  hew  ar- 
and  to  put  it  upon  the  questions  to  be 

Will  this  House,  said  Ur.  B.,  assume  to  ^ve 
instroctions  to  onr  foreign  Ministers?  Will 
this  House  attempt  to  annex  conditions  to  its 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Ministers? 
Is  Uie  pr<»0fled  amendment  for  sooh  pnrpoee  ? 
Ki^  this  Hoose  express  its  opinira  in  relation 
tfl  onr  fimign  pdicy  t  Is  the  pcdioy  indioated 


by  the  proposed  amendment  the  true  polioy  <tf 
this  country  ?  These  questions,  at  this  period, 
I  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  I  will  b'eepasa 
only  BO  far  as  to  state  the  poations  I  hold  in 
relation  to  them.  • 

Is  there  an  individual  in  this  House  who  wiU 
pr^end  to  the  ri^t  of  instanotiog  Ministers,  or 
<Nt  annexing  conditions  to  ^prc^riations  f<Nr 
thdr  sa^pcNTt?  I  will  do  no  sooh  thing.  I 
needed  not  &o  able  atgnmenta  to  which  I  aava 
listened,  to  oonvince  me  ot  the  impropriety  of 
such  pretence.  But  wl^  have  snch  aigomenti 
been  urged  agiunst  the  proposed  amendment  t 
Can  it  bear  such  construction  ?  If  so,  I  would 
rerist  it  hx  my  judgment,  it  cannot  be  forced 
to  such  porpose.  Upon  what  are  we  aotingi 
Upon  an  appropriation  bill  ?  No.  Upon  ai^ 
legislative  measure  binding  upon  the  Execu- 
tive t  No:  but  upon  an  abstract  propontitn), 
reoonunended  by  the  Committee  of  Forei^ 
Affairs,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  a  certam 
contonplated  mis^on ;  and  in  whatever  wtwds 
the  resolation  may  be  framed,  its  i>urport  is  no 
miHe  or  less  than  that ;  and  when  it  uiall  have 
been  adopted,  nothing  mwe  comes  of  it :  no 
money  can  be  touched— no  measure  is  hastened 
or  retarded  by  the  result  True,  there  ia  a  bill 
reported  by  another  committee,  making  appro* 
pnations  for  the  miaaon  to  Panama;  which 
bill  is  also  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  tTnion ;  but  that  cir- 
cumstance no  more  connects  it  with  this  reso- 
lution, in  any  legal  affinity,  than  any  or  every 
other  bill  which  is  or  may  be  referred  to  this 
committee.  It  is  as  independent  of  this  reso- 
IntioUjaa  the  biU  providing  for  the  BevolatioD- 
ary  Officers.  Considering,  then,  this  reeolotion 
aw  ameodmait  not  aa  an  instrnotion  <a  eond^ 
tkMQ,  but  as  an  abstract  expression  of  the  opi^ 
Im  of  the  House,  is  it  competent  and  proper 
for  us  to  express  opinions  m'  relation  to  oar 
fordgn  policy  I  We  have  been  told,  it  is  no 
part  of  onr  duty  or  our  right ;  that  it  is  eves 
onconBtitaticnal.  I  hold,  sir,  that  it  is  at  all 
times  our  right— often  onr  duty.  Yet  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Maine  (Mr.  Spraoub)  has  warned 
UB,  if  we  adwt  this  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  iWaware,  it  will  lead  to  coDse> 
quences  which  shall  produce  greater  changes  in 
your  constitotion,  thw  the  adoptim  aS  m  HtB 
twen^  amendments  which  have  been  offered 
at  this  sessioD.  Sir,  if  the  prindple  contended 
for,  by  the  friends  of  this  proposition,  be  thos 
fatal,  tbat  gentieman's  fears  come  too  lat^— 
"  the  deed  is  done  " — ^the  constitntion  has  long 
since  been  destiroyed.  From  '69  to  the  preamt 
day,  tiie  ri^t  now  contended  for  has  been  uni- 
formly claimed  and  exercised.  In  the  first  in- 
stitution of  the  Oovemment  it  was  ^ercised, 
in  a  mndi  more  impc»mg  form,  too,  than  ia 
now  proposed.  Then,  it  was  not  in  the  com- 
paratively inefficient  sh^  of  a  resolution, 
merely  entered  upon  your  journals,  bat  as  a 
solemn  answer  to  the  Praudent's  Address, 
passed  by  the  Honse^  and  fimnoUy  presented 
by  the  whole  Hoaash  with  the  Bpe^atOab 
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head,  in  solemn  prooeidon.  Let  gentlemen 
who  suppose  this  a  new  clum  of  power,  turn 
to  the  records  of  former  days,  where  they  will 
find,  in  the  answers  referred  to,  aod  in  resolu- 
tiona,  Oongress  have  often  spoken,  and  in  Ian- 
goage,  too,  of  no  equivocal  import  Bat,  say 
genUean^ij  each  expreaeion  of  opinion  imposes 
no  obligation  npon  tho  Ezecative,  and  i&  there- 
fore, nngatoiy.  I  grant  it  has  not  the  force  of 
an  enactment ;  and  if  It  had,  I  wonld  oppose 
it :  and  yet,  even  if  entirely  disregarded  by 
Ezeentave,  other  results  come  of  it^  important 
to  onr  weukre  and  onr  ehanwter.  Some  gen- 
tionen,  however,  have  admitted  the  propriety 
of  •  general  expression  <rf  opinion,  as  to  all 
oar  foreign  policy,  bnt  deny  the  right  in  any 
particnlar  case.  I  do  not  nnderstand,  either  in 
lo^c  or  mal^emalics,  how  a  part  ia  grrater 
than  the  whole — ^how  we  have  a  ri^t  to  metk 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  but  not  of^ any 
Mie  of  them.  But,  if  gentlemen,  who  attempt 
dits  dis^ction,  wUl  open  any  volnme  of  oar 
JonnuUs,  from  the  organization  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  they  will  find  enough  of  opinions  partak- 
ing quite  as  much  of  individuality  as  the  pres- 
eat.  They  will  find  the  Honse  saying  what 
particular  acta  onght  to  he  done  by  France,  be- 
fore a  Minister  shoald  be  seat  at  all.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Abohsb,)  who 
now  eaconnters  such  oooBtitntional  difficulties, 
will  find  his  own  name  recorded  in  the  affirma- 
tive, with  the  name  of  every  other  member  of 
the  Honse,  save  one,  npon  a  reatdntion  express- 
ing the  opinion  of  tiie  House  upon  a  question 
of  its  rdations  with  certain  Governments  of 
South  America — a  question,  too,  entirely  with- 
in the  Executive  power  and  £xeontive  discre- 
tion. And  yet  is  snch  opinion  nngatory,  be- 
cause it  has  no  force  of  a  legal  enactment? 
Ko.  Whatever  forms  onr  Government  may 
pOBDcw,  it  is  s  Govemmait  of  opinion.  It 
resta  on  the  x^nnion  of  the  people,  and  if  not 
flostained  by  it,  it  exists  not  a  day.  It  m^jr  be, 
tiien,  the  duty  <^  lUs  House,  as  the  Befwesent- 
atires  of  the  people,  to  sustun  the  Executive 
bjr  tlie  (^union  of  the  people ;  and  if  they  mis- 
represent  that  opinion,  the  people  themselves 
wUl  rererae  it. 

War  is  a  great  evil,  and  should,  if  possible, 
be  avoided ;  but  even  such  an  evil  should  not 
he  avoided  at  the  expense  of  a  nation's  liberty. 
It  is  an  evil  which  uiis  country  has  shown  it  is 
not  prepared  to  avoid,  at  so  great  an  expense. 
In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  referred  to, 
the  oircumstoDoes  under  which  the  menacing 
nation  is  placed,  ahoold  always  be  taken  into 
view.  If  those  cirenmstanoes  oleariy  indicate 
aa  imfHendly  design  towards  the  third  or  neu- 
tral nation,  delay  on  the  part  of  the  sovereign 
authority  of  such  third  or  neutral  nation  m 
making  resistimce,  is  not  only  unwise,  but 
eriminaL  With  these  principles  before  us, 
deariy  prescribed  in  every  code  of  intenm- 
tional  law,  and  as  dearly  sanctioned  by  every 
nation  that  has  gone  before  us,  what  should  be 
our  coarse,  were  France,  or  any  other  great 
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power  of  Europe,  to  attempt  to  sabjugate,  and 
plant  its  power  either  in  Mexico,  or  on  the 
Island  of  Onba,  or  Porto  Bicof  The  circum- 
stances under  which  they  are  placed,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  country,  I  say,  would  render  it 
criminal  in  the  oonstitnted  authorities  in  this 
country^  to  stand  by  with  folded  arms,  and  ao- 
qniesce  in  snch  a  movement.  What  are  those 
circumstances  f  As  far  back  aa  1838,  when 
this  Government  was  negotiating  with  Rusna 
in  relation  to  the  Northwest  Coast,  the  princi- 
ple had  been  assumed  by  this  Government,  as 
one  in  whloh  we  have  s  dent  interest — that  the 
American  oontinaits,  by  their  free  and  inde- 
pendent oonditimi,  man  no  longer  to  be  eoi^ 
sidered  as  Bnb|eotB  for  foton  «d<»izatim  by 
the  powers  of  Europe.  A  principle  not  so 
broad,  however,  as  had  been  suppoeed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Yirg^ia,  (Mr.  Rtvss ;)  bnt  it 
was  lud  down  aa  a  prin<»ple  applicable  to 
tiiose  portions  of  the  two  continents  which 
had  disenthralled  themselves  from  oolonial 
shackles,  and  was  not  intended  to  apply  to 
those  portions  to  whioh  those  powers  hsid  an 
undisputed  claim.  This  prin<^ple  had  been 
assumed  on  the  ground  that  we  had  a  right  to 
oppose  the  establishment  on  our  own  borders^ 
and  in  oar  neigbboriiood,  <rf  a  power  danger^ 
ons  to  onr  own  libwties ;  and  on  the  ground 
that,  by  the  independent  condition  of  the 
southern  BepnbUcs,  the  United  States  eqjoyed 
the  right  of  commercial  intownrse  with  them, 
and  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a  syston  <x 
colonization  over  them,  woold  be  to  usnrp,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  United  Statea,  a  oommer- 
cial  intercourse  which  was  tiie  common  prop- 
erty of  all.  The  Government  of  Rnssia  acqui- 
esced in  these  princi^es,  and  has  not  said 
aught  against  them.  The  same  principles,  it 
has  been  already  shown  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetto,  (Hr.  WiBeniL)  were,  in  the 
most  flattering  manner  to  tills  ooontry,  sano- 
tioned  by  the  British  Parliament;  and  even 
extended  as  th^y  have  been  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, so  as  to  embrace  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  they  have  been  ssnctioned  and  eiUirely 
acquiesced  in  by  the  then  greatest  powers  at 
Europe — ^Russia,  England,  and  France.  The 
views  of  the  RuBsian  Ctovemment  have  been 
communicated  to  ns  in  the  letter  of  Count 
Kesselrode  to  Mr.  IGddleton ;  and  those  of  the 
French  Cabinet  have  been  shown  by  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Brown,  our  Minister  to  Paris,  to  Mr. 
Clay.  It  is  also  known  that  the  Briti^  Gov- 
ernment acquiesces  in  the  same  doctrine. 

These,  then,  are  the  drounutances  und^ir 
whieh  either  of  those  powers  woold  be  placed, 
were  they  to  attempt  to  sulfJugiUtt  any  of  the 
Governments  of  the  South,  or  to  seize  upon 
Cnba  or  Porto  Rico.  And,  shoald  any  such 
attempt  be  made  under  these  circumstances, 
would  we  even  be  allowed  to  donbt  that  it  was 
with  views  unfriendly  to  us  f  Could  it  be  re- 
forded  in  any  other  light  tJban  an  attempt  at 
dangerous  anprandizement,  such  as  to  enable 
them  to  give  fahw  to  nsl  Ooold  it  be  regarded 
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In  any  other  light  than  as  maoifestbg  a  most 
deadly  hatred  of  free  institations,  and  a  fixed 
determination  to  arrest  their  farther  progreaa, 
if  not  finally  to  d^itroy  them?  And  would 
not  snch  attempt  justify  ns,  not  only  in  speak- 
ing in  decided  language,  bat  in  takhig  decided 
measnres  toprevrait  it  t  He  thought  the  peo- 
ple of  the  "West,  and  the  people  of  the  nation, 
wonld  say — ^yea.  But  it  has  been  said  there  is 
no  danger  that  any  snoh  attempt  Till  be  made. 
If  that  be  tnie,  he  wonld  ask,  where  was  tlie 
neoearttgr  of  eaying  any  thing  abont  it  in  the 
reMdntiiHi  before  nsl  Bicj  aaid  he,  the  naota- 
tion  ita^impliea  that  then  is  dai^,  and  it  is 
because  of  this  danger  that  gentlemen  are 
afraid  our  nentridity  may  be  violated  by  enters 
ing  into  Tin  wise  alliances,  and  nowise  joint 
declarations  to  avert  it.  He  was  opposed,  he 
•aid,  to  the  whole  amendment,  a  part  of  wbioh 
it  was  the  object  of  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  ont.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  beoanse  he 
oonoeived  it  to  be  a  most  dangerous  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Honse  with  the  treaty- 
making  power— an  interference  which  he  oon- 
e^ved  more  important  in  its  tendency  than  the 
miadcm  to  Panuna  ooold  be.  But  Lft  was  par- 
ttoolariy  <^>pOBed  to  that  part  of  it  whieh  was 
proposed  to  be  strioken  oat.  He  was  opposed 
to  It  not  alone  on  the  som  of  tiie  manner  in 
which  it  was  presented^  bnt  upon  prindple. 
This  Govenmient  had  taken  its  stand  several 
years  ago,  in  relation  to  the  policy  it  intended 
to  pnrrae  towards  the  Bonth  American  Bepab- 
llcB.  That  policy  had  met  the  approbation, 
not  only  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
bnt  of  three  of  tiie  great  powers  of  Europe ; 
and  that  poUc^^  he  was  not  willing  to  abandon. 
And  if  we  send  Uinisters  to  Panama,  he  was 
not  tor  Bwding  them  so  much  hampered  as  to 
be  nnable  to  disouss  and  taHj  oooealt  on  any 
proposition  that  may  be  submitted  to  carry 
that  poliQT  into  ftdl  eflbct  IPhilst  he  said  this, 
however,  he  was  free  to  deolare,  that  he  was 
not  in  &Tor  of  fonning  alliances  with  any 
power  whatever.  Snch,  he  said,  was  not  the 
object  of  tiie  Freddent.  Any  one  who  wonld 
read  his  Message  with  common  attention,  and 
oommon  oandor,  he  thou^t,  wonld  admit  that 
SQoh  was  not  Ms  object.  In  speaking  of  the 
subject  of  European  oolonization,  and  the 
means  of  reristing  interference  from  abroad, 
with  the  domestic  concerns  of  tiie  American 
-  Qovenunents,  whi(^  is  *'  offered  as  a  matter  for 
eonsidtatitm  at  the  Ooomu  merely,"  he  says : 
"  Should  it  be  deoned  aavisaUe  to  contract  any 
wmventioiul  eimwemeat  this  to^  onr 
-views  weald  extend  no  flutiier  tl^  to  a  ma- 
tnal  pledge  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  to 
muntun  the  prinoiple  in  t^plioation  to  its  own 
territory,  and  to  permit  no  colonial  lodgements 
or  establishment  of  European  jurisdiction  upon 
its  own  soil."  From  this  view  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  most  be  obvious,  that  no  design  Is  en- 
tertained to  enter  into  any  compact  by  which 
this  Government  will  he  pledged  or  bound,  or 
ooald  In  any  dagrse  be  repaired  to  interf^  in 
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reristing  such  euoroaehment  iqHMi  flie  territory 
of  any  Government  except  our  own — a  pledge 
that  I  grant  is  not  required  for  the  defmoe  nt 
our  own  country.  But  if  there  should  be  any 
attempt  to  subjugate,  by  force  or  seduction, 
any  of  the  new-bom  Bepnblios  of  the  Bonth,  a 
solemn  declaration  of  each,  thi^t  it  would  ad- 
here to  its  int^^ty,  and  resist  every  sudt  at* 
tem>t,  might  not  be  entirely  nsdess. 

With  reference  to  the  declaration,  that  it  is 
proposed  to  consider — for  the  President  does 
not  wesent  it  otherwise  than  as  *  salffect  tar 
deUbention^-hesays:  "Wtthren>eettotheol>- 
trodve  interfereuoe  ftxMn  abroad,  if  its  fbtore 
character  may  be  inferred  from  that  which  has 
been,  and  perhaps  still  is,  exercised  in  more 
than  one  of  the  new  States,  a  joint  declaration 
of  its  character,  and  exposore  of  it  to  the 
world,  may  be,  probably,  all  that  the  occanon 
would  require."  The  object  of  snch  a  declara- 
tion, evidently,  is  not  to  form  any  compact  or 
alliance  with  those  powers  by  which  our  neu- 
tral relations  can  be  changed,  bnt  is  mer^y  the 
exposure  of  the  character  en  any  interference 
that  may  be  attempted  in  the  domestic  affaiis 
of  those  Govemmffiits  by  the  European  powers. 
Snob,  for  sample,  was  Uie  proposition  made 
by  cme  of  the  monarchies  of  Europe  to  one  <rf 
the  Bepnblios  of  the  South,  to  guarantee  its  in> 
dependence  If  it  would  assume  a  kingly  Gov- 
ernment— a  propontion  that^  however  seduo- 
tive  in  its  character,  was  promptly  r^eoted. 
Such  a  declaration,  expodng  the  oharacter  f>f 
such  interference,  although  it  might  do  no  great 
^ood,  oertunly  could  do  no  harm.  Bat,  wheth- 
er the  United  States  should,  or  not,  be  parties 
to  such  a  declaration,  may,  in  the  language  of 
the  President,  "justly  form  a  part  of  the  de- 
liberation." 

And  whether  they  shall,  or  not,  I,  for  one, 
am  ^ttspoaed  to  sobmit  to  oar  lOniker^  nnder 
their  uutraotaoDS  from  Ihe  Executive,  whose 
situation  will  enable  him  to  rnrrey  the  whtde 
ground,  and  to  decide,  andw  the  state  (tf  things 
existing  at  the  tame,  more  correctly  than  we 
now  can.  And  his  deeiskHi,  when  made,  will 
draw  after  It  the  same  responribility  that  at- 
taches to  his  other  ofiSoial  acts.  In  a  word, 
said  Mr.  0.,  I  am  disposed  to  leave  this  whole 
matter  under  the  constitutional  control  of  the 
Execntive,  and  leave  him  sulnect  to  that  re- 
sponsibUitrjr  which  the  oonstitution  imposes 
upon  him.  To  place  it  on  any  other  ground,  Is 
to  subvert  &e  constitati<aif  and  to  throw  <hi 
this  House  a  respondbUity  wbioh  it  oo^^t  not 
to  bur.  That  ooorse  this  GoTemraeot  should 
take  in  relation  to  mattm  that  may  arise  In 
ftature,  and  which  this  House  cannot  foresee,  is 
a  question  that,  for  one,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
dedde.  Movements  may  be  making  by  the 
allied  powers  of  Eun^  of  which  we  and  the 
Executive  may  both  be  ignorant  Bnt  the 
probability  is,  that  the  Exeootive,  in  due  sea- 
Bon,  will  be  informed  of  all  that  is  passing,  and, 
when  informed,  the  oonstitation  supposes  that 
h«^  as  the  B^Nreseatative  of  the  penile  of  like 
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Unitsd  States,  for  this  purpose,  will  adopt  saoh 
coarse  as  is  best  oalcukted  to  promote  their  in- 
tereeta.  To  eappose  otberwlK,  is  at  once  to 
proooance  the  fiiilnre  of  the  oonstitatioii,  in 
this  particnlar,  to  answw  I2ie  purposes  for 
which  it  was  intended. 


r  mter 

Aoold  be  owWd  bj  a  weak  nation^  or  remain 
a  ctjixmj.  Its  weakness  woold  sQit  oar  coo- 
Taumoe ;  bntj  he  asked,  does  it  follow  that  we 
an  jnstafiaUe  m  ransting,  by  arms,  a  ehaoge  of 
Ita  oondition?  Oataimy  not,  mileas  in  ocm- 
Saaitj  with  the  prince  oi  aelf-d^Bnoe,  the 
first  law  of  nature.  When  the  dangers  exist, 
whiob  the  gentleman  now  seems  to  imagine  are 
even  at  our  doors^  Ms  role  of  action  and  mj 
own  will  not  be  found  materially  difi^rent. 
When  the  interests  of  this  conntry  are,  by  the 
Holy  JJlianc&  or  any  otlier  power,  so  essen- 
tially distnrbed  as  to  require  a  resort  to  arms, 
with  him  he  aneed  the  (ntizens  of  ^e  West 
will  not  be  found  deficient  in  patnotism.  That 
eoontge  which  nerved  the  arm,  and  prompted 
to'deedsof  "noble  aohieronent " in  tbe  late 
war,  wiU  demand  action. 

When  what  is  called  the  Holy  Alliance 
was  insUtated  by  some  <tf  the  most  poweiifnl 
natwMis  of  Europe,  to  sustain  the  "  ^vine  right " 
ofldnei,  by  repressing  every  effort  which  might 
be  nune  in  developing  and  fostering  the  rights 
4^  man,  it  caonot  be  forgottm  wluit  was  the 
indignation  of  every  patriot.  So  odious  was  it 
in  this  oounlry,  that  it  was  everywhere  exe- 
crated and  denounced.  Now,  it  may  be  asked, 
what  is  ^e  ol^ect  of  the  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Panama  ?  Is  not  the  inference  strong  that  it 
18  to  operate  as  a  countwvuling  body)  lb. 
Canas  npeaks  of  the  European  "  €k>ntinental 
System,"  and  that  America  shonld  form  a  sys- 
tem fbr  itseLl^  and  assemble,  by  its  Bepresenta- 
tives  in  Gorte^  whanever  drenmstanoeB  i^^t 
require;  and  Jb.  Salasar  faidicates  a  secret 
"eventual  alliance."  It  is  &r  from  me  to  say 
the  Southern  Bepublics  oagfat  not  to  form 
among  themselves  an  alliance  or  cMubination 
tar  tlunr  own  defence  against  Spain  or  any  other 
■sBsiling  power.  Their  condition  is  very  Ami- 
lar.  Tney  were  all  colonies,  speaking  the  same 
laoguage,  and  sul^ect  to  the  same  power.  Their 
Bbrngglea  for  emanclpataon  have  been .  pro- 
dnced  by  the  same  causes.  Their  enemy  has 
been  the  same,  and  their  toils  and  sofferings 
have  been  crowned  by  the  same  lii4>py  results 
•-4B  Spain  still  refuses  to  recognize  their  inde- 
paidence,  and  flatters  herself  that  their  ftitnre 
reduction  la  certain,  the  acquisition  of  strength 
by  a  ocMifbderaQy,  ia  their  undonbt^  right  In 
msking  this  acknowledgment,  he  now  and  ever 
would  protest  agaioBt  oar  beoomiog  a  party. 
We  oomd  gdn  nothing,  and  might  put  much  at 
hazard.  In  strengthening  them,  we  shoald 
weaken  ourselves,  Shonld  liie  Holy  Alliance 
make  any  movement  in  reference  to  this  con- 
tinent, Wording  saUsfiictory  proof  that  the  very 
annihilation  of  Bepublicanism,  or  Bepresenta- 
tive  Gorenunent,  was  their  ob^Mtf  then  it 


would  be  our  dnty  to  adopt  any  measnre  in 
ooi^nncticm  with  our  neighboring  Republics, 
which  pmdenoe  mi^t  dictate,  in  defence  of 
the  rights  of  man.  XJntil  the  emergency  hap- 
pens, which  may  be  viewed  as  very  improbar 
ble,  we  Eboold  stand  aloof. 

Ur.  Chainnan,  it  were  not  the  case  that 
we  can  acoompUsh,  throagh  Ministers,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  every  object  which  is  common 
and  fit  to  be  acoompli^ed,  a  Ifisdon  to  Pana- 
ma woqld  be  to  me  more  ttderable.  We  havc^ 
at  thia  time,  diplomatu  connections  with  the 
mott  ctf  Hie  new  SepahUca.  Three  treaties  have 
been  negotiated  i^oa  unexceptionable -prind- 
pies.  Our  pdicy  in  relation  to  them  has  been 
diotated  by  pmdenoey  and,  so  &r,  has  resalt- 
ed  in  mntuu  good  wul  ana  advantage. 

It  seems  to  me  the  droumstenoes  attending 
our  invitaticm  to  send  Uinistws  to  Panama  disr 
doees,  on  our  part,  a  want  of  delicacy.  For  so 
distuiguiBhed  a  &Tor,  we  have  been  too  ea^er, 
aud  do  not,  as  is  my  most  ddibwate  opinion^ 
know  what  they  are  to  do.  In  one  part  of  the 
I^eaidait's  JCesaage  we  are  infonned  our  agenta 
will  merely  oonsolt — in  another,  consult  and 
negotiate—and  so  aaji  therqiOTtof  the  Oom- 
mittee  oi  Foreign  Affidrs.  To  merely  take 
counsel  together,  to  deliberate,  to  interchange 
ideas  on  the  topics  introduced  for  discosmon, 
would  at  least  seem  innoowt.  But  who,  in  hia 
sober  suises,  can  believe  this  Oongresi  ia  to  be 
merely  consultative,  so  &r  as  we  are  oonoemedf 
To  ne^tiate,  will  donbtless  form  a  part  of  their 
duties.  It  is  the  character  of  the  negotiation 
that  he  feared.  But,  ssy  gentlemen,  a  treaty 
formed  at  Panama  would  not  be  binding  with- 
out the  approval  of  the  Prendent  and  Senate. 
This  is  granted.  Would  not,  however,  its  re- 
jection, partioulaily  if  made  in  porsnanoe  of 
instmotifma,  ex<dte  jealooOT  in  the  other  ooo- 
traoting  party  I  This  would,  he  hadno  doubt^ 
be  most  unfortunately  the  case,  and  the  charge 
of  infidelity  to,  and  disregard  of;  our  promises, 
be  fixed  upon  as. 

We  have,  aaid  Mr.  U,  been  infonned  by  th» 
President,  our  neutral  waraoter  shall  be  main- 
tained; and,  tlLBt  a  oorniuromitment  of  it  ia 
neither  expected  nor  deured  by  the  gentlemen 
^ving  us  the  invitation.  To  me,  there  is  a 
paradox  in  this  affair.  These  Ministers,  in  plain 
terms,  point  out  what  is  to  be  doufr— the  quee- 
tions  to  be  settied — some  of  which  we  cannot 
discuss  without  a  forfeiture  of  our  nentraL 
rights ;  and  yet,  in  the  next  sentence,  they 
oar  rtdations  will  not  be  changed.  This  u 
most  strikingly  the  case  in  the  Irtter  o£  ify 
Obregon.  I  ask  gentiemen  who  are  versed  fi^ 
the  mysteries  of  this  novel  pn^Jeot,  to  aid  mf 
understanding. 

Much,  sir,  lus  been  sud  ib.  Itoiroe's 
memorable  pledge,  and  our  determhiation  not 
to  witness,  with  indifference,  any  interference 
of  any  European  power,  except  Spain,  witii  the 
independence  of  Spanish  America.  As  for  the 
pledge,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
spoke  yesterday,  (M^.  WoaxBoieni^  has 
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properl;'  denominated  it  a  mere  hmtum  fuhnm 
— an  empty  declaration ;  bnt  which  some  think 
ftill  of  meaniDg  and  effect.  It  ought  to  be  a 
matter  of  much  regret  that  anj  of  oar  Minis- 
ters shonld  feel  authorized  to  urge  it  as  an  ar* 

Sment,  in  negotiating  a  treaty.  This,  we  are 
'ormed,  has  been  done.  Gontlranen  freqnent- 
1t  refer  to  tiie  term  "indt£ferenoe."-  What  do 
they  mean  by  it?  It  ia  TOiy  indeterminate. 

by  this  expression,  we  ere  to  nnderstand 
concern,  dlasansfaotion,  discontent,  he  had  bnt 
Uttle  to  Bay.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
mean  a  fighting  "  indifference  " — a  determina- 
tion  to  conrt  the  bloody  contest,  he  wonld  not 
dononr  with  them.  If  France  should  obtiun  a 
cession  of  Onba,  as  we  did  of  Louisiana,  we 
would  not  be  entirely  indifferent.  But  could 
we  Intimately  wage  war !  CTonld  we  be  jas- 
lifled  before  the  world,  in  seizing  upon  that  isl- 
and onrselvea,  and  preventing  the  possesion 
of  France  ?  This  wonld  seem  to  him  a  rash 
act,  and  wholly  indefensible.  The  oonseqnenoe 
-froidd  be  hoanlity  with  two  nations.  Should 
SDcb  an  unhappy  state  of  afihirs  take  jdaoe,  he 
wonld  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
Oook)  whether  our  conntrymen  of  the  west, 
brave  and  adventurous  as  tiiey  are,  and  nraoh 
as  they  might  desire  to  see  our  Bouthem  com- 
merce prosper,  could  be  easily  persuaded  to 
buckle  on  th«r  kniqwaokfl,  and  ehoolder  their 
rifles,  to  fight  batlea  In  Onba,  nndeF  a  Tertioal 
sunt 

Hr.  OAHBBKiXNa  Bud :  Oonneoted  with  the 
last,  air,  there  ia  another,  and  not  less  inter- 
eeting  question,  to  which  qut  attention  has 
been  called — ^the  destiny  of  Cuba.  It  appeared 
to  me  swnewhat  sin^lar,  that  two  gentlemen 
ftom  Louisiana,  particularly  one,  ^fr.  Lrvrao- 
noir,)  should  have  vindicated  the  pdiey  of  the 
KieontiTe  in  its  n^otiations  respecting  the  fate 
of  that  island.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can 
examine  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  182S, 
without  being  made  sensible  that  onr  rights 
have  been  voluntarily  surrendered.  "What  are 
onr  rights,  sir  f  Next  to  Spain,  our  right  over 
Cuba  is  psjumount  to  the  daims  of  every  other 
nation.  W  ith  Porto  Rioo  we  have  nothing  to  do 
— 4t  is  far  distant  from  ns ;  but  Onba  is  on  our 
border — ^we  are  vitally  interested  in  its  condition 
andGovenimrat;  the  oommerdat  interest  of  the 
East— the  agricmtnral  intoest  of  the  West — 
fhe  dearest  and  most  valuable  iateresta  of  the 
Soutb^nay,  all  the  interests  of  every  section 
of  the  ITnicai  are  invtdved  in  the  destiny  of  Cu- 
ba. The  right  of  Spain  onoe  extingoished,  from 
tib«  nature  of  our  portion,  and  our  peculiar  and 
various  assodatlooa  with  that  island,  oar  right 
becomes  supreme;  it  resisto  the  ^European  right 
of  purchase ;  it  is  even  paramount  to  the  Mex- 
ican and  Colombian  right  of  war.  It  is  a  right 
which  shonld  never  have  been  surrendered  to 
any  power,  whether  belligerent  or  neutral. 
Tet  what  have  been  the  dedarations  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Executive?  While  t^e  right  of  any  Eu- 
ropean power  to  acquire  Cuba  by  purchase  has 
beat  denied— the  belligwent  ri^^tof  Uezioo 


and  Colombia  to  invade  the  island,  has  been 
expressly  acknowledged;  it  has  been  conced- 
ed ;  we  have  in  our  correspondence  positively 
declared,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  right  of  war 
exercised  by  Mexico  and  Colombia — that  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere,  unless,  indeed,  they 
should  "  put  anus  into  the  haud|»  one  race  of 
the  inhalntants  to  destroy  the  11^  of  another.** 
Audinsnehaeriais  what  would  be  the  condition 
of  the  island  ?  When  is  It,  according  to  the  pol- 
icy sanctioned  in  our  negotiations  with  foreign 
powers,  and  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Colombian  and  Mexican  Ministers,  that  we 
claim  the  right  of  interpodug  and  resistiog  the 
invadon  ?  When  one  race  Is  armed  "  to  de- 
stroy the  lives  of  another  " — ^when  the  standard 
of  universal  emancipation  floats  on  the  Moro — 
when  insurgent  fires  are  blazing  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Cuba,  and  gleaming  uong  the  shores 
of  Florida.  Alabama,  and  Louisiana  I  Then, 
uid  not  till  then,  according  to  the  concessions 
recorded  in  the  short  but  comprehenuve  diplo- 
matio  history  of  the  past  year,  do  we  claim  the 
right  of  interpomng  to  save  Cuba  uid  onr  own 
country  fhmi  the  consequences  of  the  invasion  I 
What  our  policy  dionld  be  as  it  regards  this  isl- 
and, presents  a  question  of  infinite  difficulty. 
But  whatever  may  be  its  fate,  it  is  not  only  our 
interest  to  protest  agunst  the  European  pur- 
chase, but  our  right  forcibly  to  resist  its  inva- 
sion by  Mexico  and  Colombia.  The  arms  of 
Spanish  America  can  never  be  carried  into  Cu- 
ba, unless  under  her  constitQtionsl  banner — the 
standard  of  universal  emancipation.  This  isl- 
and must  remain  under  the  dominion  of  Spain ; 
if,  however,  its  political  position  must  be 
changed—if  ^udn  must  part  with  it— ]et  it  be 
independent — ^we  want  no  oolonies-^et  its  in- 
depradence  be  ^aranteed  by  commercial  na< 
ticms.  But,  be  its  destiny  what  it  may,  ve 
must  redst  its  invasion  by  our  neighbors— 
they  cannot  carry  the  war  into  Cuba  without 
endangering  the  interests  of  our  country.  This 
is  a  question  of  too  much  importance  to  be  sur- 
rendered by  this  House — ^let  us  pause  before  we 
consent  to  submit  Its  deoisian  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama. 

We  have  heard  much,  sir,  of  the  "  memora- 
ble pledge  " — of  the  dedaration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
in  1838 — a  declaration  made  in  accordance  with 
our  true  policy — a  poli^  which  would  have 
been  unquestionably  ratified  1^  the  House,  and 
responded  by  the  nation.  I  concur  most  dn- 
oerdy  with  the  gentieman  fhan  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Wbb6tbb,>— it  was  the  declaration  of  the 
Executive  of  onr  country  to  the  world,  made 
at  an  iuterestiiig  crisis — I  would  not  recall  it— 
it  shall  never  l»  "  blurred  or  blotted,"  by  any 
act  of  mine.  Bnt  I  cannot  go  as  far  as  he  does. 
I  cannot  agree  with  him,  that  this  question 
"  must  be  -discusBed,"  and  at  the  Congress  of 
Panama.  The  declaration  revives  and  dies 
with  the  occasion — whenever  that  occasion 
shall  arrive — ^whenever  any  European  power 
diall  interfere  with  the  wars  or  independence 
of  the  natiou  of  tbis  eontlnwfr— vhen  flie 
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time  arrives  and  we  are  called  upon  to  decide 
the  qaestion  of  peace  or  war,  "  it  most  be  dis- 
cosaed  '* — bat  not  in  the  Oongreas  of  Panama. 
This  is  the  oaly  Oonoress  in  which  that  great 
question  can  or  ^omd  ever  be  discnssed  and 
seUJed.  The  ofSoe  of  deliberal^  on  the  policy 
tad  Jnstioe  of  oontiiigaitljr  engaging  in  war, 
■hoala  new  he  aiurenaered  hj  this  Home — a 
xi^t  of  thii  grsTe  charaoter  uumld  never  be 
transferred  to  the  Cknuraa  of  Panama.  I 
would  not  inatmct  onr  Hinisters  even  to  con- 
BDlt  or  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  entering 
into  joint  declarations  npon  questions  of  such 
magnitade.  And  although  we  are  expressly 
called  apon  by  the  I^ident  to  send  Hinisters 
to  Panama,  to  consult  and  deliberate  on  the 
eroediency  of  a  joint  declaration  on  this  point, 
and  of  entering  into  a  compact  or  matosl 
pledge  on  anouier,  yet  the  gentleman  from 
MasaachoBettB  "  sees  nothing  now  which  car- 
ries US  bey<md  what  was  contuued  in  Mr.  Mon- 
n»*B  Hessaga.'*  IviUnotdupatewitligaitle-: 
mm  aboat  worda ;  nor  idudl  I  adt^t  their  ooa- 
Btmetion  of  the  VrmaAeaVa  Heasage.  It  is  per- 
flsetiy  immaterial  to  me  by  what  name  these 
new  and  foreign  aasocistions  or  stipitlations 
ar^  to  be  called.  I  care  not  wheuer  they 
are  denominated  "  alliances,  compacts,  mntnal 
pledgee,  or  joint  declarations."  We  are  told 
expressly  that  onr  Ifinisters  are  to  deliberate  at 
Panama  on  the  propriety  of  a  mntoal  pledge  or 
compact  to  oppose  territorial  colonization,  and 
that  it  deserves  the  experiment  of  considera- 
tion, whether  a  joint  declaration  of  oar  inten- 
tion to  rerast  the  interference  of  sinr  Enropean 
power,  with  the  domestio  concerns  of  the  Amer- 
oan  GoremmcntB,  ahonld  not  be  made.  Mere 
oonsoltatitHU  and  d^berations  may  appear 
to  ofl  to  be  small  matters.  Some  may  think 
&at  nothing  ii^nrioas  can  p<wibly  grow  oat  of 
dipknnatic  consnltations :  and  others  may  abet- 
ter themselves  behind  the  otmtem^Ue  arga- 
ment,  that,  antil  the  treaty  stipulations  are  rat- 
ified, we  are  not  bound  by  the  acts  of  onr  Min- 
ivers at  Panama,  Bnt,  sir,  we  shoold  recollect 
that  this  is  not  the  policy  of  a  wise  and  just 
people ;  that  every  thing  depends  npon  the 
manner  in  which  we  make  onr  first  movements 
and  advances  towards  the  independent  nations 
of  America — the  fatore  destinies  of  oar  country 
are  deftly  inTdved  in  these,  mparently,  smaU 
matters ;  we  shoold  reflect  that  we  are  now 
laraig  the  foundations  of  onr  American  policy. 

Mr.  Floyd  said :  We  are  told,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Marylandj^tbat  a  pledge  was  given  by  Mr, 
Monroe,  then  PreadenL  to  these  Soathwn  Re- 
pnblics,  that  we  would  d^end  and  protect  them 
from  the  aaaaolta  of  European  armtes,  or  words 
to  this  effect ;  and  that,  dnce  that  period,  this 
pledge  has  been  renewed  by  letters  fW>m  this  G)ov- 
emment  to  others,  and  particnlarly  by  oar  Min- 
ister to  Mexico.  Sir,  when  that  Message  was  de- 
livered to  this  House,  I  then  rose  In  my  place; 
and  protested  against  that  declaration  of  the 
Prement,  as  aanuning  an  an  warrantable  power, 
Tielating  the  spirit  <tf  the  oofutitation;  aaaoming 


CH.  or  B. 

grounds  and  an  attitude  in  regard  to  European 
powers,  calculated  to  involve  ns  in  a  strife  which' 
there  existed,  and  in  which  we  had  no  interest; 
and  indirectiy  leading  to  war,  which  Congress' 
alone  had  the  right  to  declare.  We  are  now 
called  upon  to  redeem  the  pledge  gyrea  by  Mr. 
Ifonroe,  the  parallel  of  Ferdinand ;  not  omy  aoj 
bnt  the  Anther  pledge  given  by  lib.  Adams,  ana 
that,  too,  by  the  omrremoDdenoe  ot  onr  Envoy 
with  the  Bepablio  d  Mexico.  Here,  theiL  the 
President  has  assumed  to  give  support  to  uiese 
nations,  erm  at  the  hazard  of  war,  without 
consulting  Congress  or  the  Representatives  of 
the  people.  The  President  has  told  us  that  we 
should  not  be  pdeied  by  the  will  of  our  ooa* 
stitaents."  This  bold  claim  to  unlimited  power, 
if  acted  upon,  extinguishes  at  one  Idow,  the 
liberty  of  the  nation.  A  claim  so  broad  dare 
not  be  hinted  at  by  the  King  of  Great  &itain; 
Alexander,  Emperor  of  all  the  Bosiiaa,  alona 
possesses  snch  poww. 

The  daring  tk  this  ^edge^  so  oontrary  to  the 
cautioas  indetdiifm  ana  irrasolation  (tf  the  fi»mer 
President,  caused  me  to  inquire  how  the  cironm-' 
stance  happened;  when  a  member  of  OongreN^ 
huh  in  the  confidence  of  the  President^  inform- 
ed me  that  the  British  Government  sooght  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  Bosh,  oar  then  l^voy 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
8t  James,  and  proposed  to  him  that  they  should 
unite  npon  the  subject  of  South  American  affairs, 
and  so  shape  their  correspondence  as  to  ^w 
to  Europe  the  probable  oourse  these  Govern* 
meats  would  take  in  the  cause  of  Spanish 
America.  Mr.  Ba^  who  la  doubtiess  as  able 
a  negotiator  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (fi» 
the  mistake  ho  has  made  in  his  report  does  not. 
exceed  five  or  dU^ons  of  dollars  this  year; 
but,  as  it  is  his  first  attempt,  there  is  reason  to 
hope  he  nu^  mend,)  revised  to  accede  to  the 
propositions,  nnlras  the  British  would  agree  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  recognizing  the  inwpen^ 
enoe  of  Soath  America;  this  did  not  suit  the 
views  of  England  at  that  time.  This  was  for- 
warded to  the  President,  and  was  then  lying  on 
his  table,  when  he  issued  that  bulletin,  pled^g 
this  nation  to  a  coarse  which  is  daily  becoming 
daogeroua  to  the  peace  of  the  country  from 
without,  and  dangeroas  to  the  constitationfrom 
within. 

Thispledge,  however  it mayeventuatethijiHi^ 
the  medium  of  this  misdon  to  Kuiama,  waiL 
doabtieu,  at  the  time,  consldared  ufe.  Intended 
to  aatoniui  Emperors  and  Kings  with  the  array 
of  powec,  whilrt  the  vast  navy  of  Great  Britain 
floated  between  us  and  danger.  We  are  told, 
too,  by  the  President,  that  tiie  wholesome  ad- 
vice of  Washingrton,  to  refrain  from  '*  entangling 
alliaDoee,"  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  a&in 
of  Europe ;  and  he  rives  us  to  understand  that 
a  different  state  of  Uiings  now  exists,  and  that 
were  he  (W ashington)  now  alive,  he  would  en- 
tertain a  different  opinion.  I  have,  sir,  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  prudence,  and  patriotism, 
and  wisdom  Washington,  to  believe  be  wonld 
.  basard  the  peaoe  of  this  oation  for  the  fine 
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"qieotade"  he  mi^t  probiil^  mike  in  a 
**pBge  of  history." 

By  the  adopticot  of  thia  measore,  so  soon  aa 
lib«M  Uiniiters  to  Panama  take  thdr  seats  in 
tiiatOoDgren,  and  join  inthe  diaoooaloDa  of  that 
body,  that  moment  you  commit  an  act  of  war 
MainatOldSpidn.  lathisjtutf  la  it  ooostita- 
ttonal  thtiB  to  take  out  of  the  IiH:ida<tf  OongreaB, 
to  whom  alone  belongs  the  power  to  say  when 
ttJa  nation,  d  ten  millions  of  people  ahall  be 
ittTolred  in  war?  If  8pun  is  too  weak  to  aend 
an  army  to  invade  na,  ahe  can  still  deolare  war, 
aa  ahe  will  be  compelled  to  do ;  oor  own  act 
bwig,  in  fiiot,  war  against  her.  By  this  means, 
all  the  idle  seamen  of  England,  France,  and  the 
Low  Oonntries,  beaidea  her  own,  will  be  placed 
on  board  of  priTateers,  fitted  out  under  the  flag 
Of  Spain,  to  deetroy  onr  ccunmeroe  In  erwyiea. 
IHiak  good,  then,  ean  posriUy  result  to  Una  na< 
tion  from  this  state  <ic  Hiii^t  We  are  now 
aboDt  to  adopt  the  duoaided  ptdiciy  (rfPitt  and 
Osatleraagh,  which  for  so  many  years  desolated 
ilie  Bcitiui  imIdu^  whioh,  if  eontinited  bat  for 
n  iew  years  longer,  mnst  inevitably  hare  de- 
itroyed  the  energiea  of  that  nation,  if  not  de- 
stroyed the  Uonardby  itselt  Now,  however, 
by  toe  <9posit6  course,  she  eqjoys  peace,  and  is 
d^y  reaping  the  fruits  of  good  Government ;  ex- 
tending her  oommerce,  msbanding  her  armies, 
l^ing  up  her  navy,  inoreashig  her  manafao* 
tcffies,  paying,  the  national  debt,  and  rcqpealing 
many  of  her  taxes;  whilst  we,  to  make  a 
^flgnnin  liistoiy,"  or  codilbit  a  ^'^eetade" 
fi»  Bon^  to  look  aL  an  innlTing  oorselves 
In  dabt  and  intenniiuiue  wax^-the  utiniate  end 
of  which  no  human  fbresigfat  can  see  or  oon- 
Jootnre. 

In  wliat  a  strange  attitode  tUa  Panama  1Gb- 
slon  places  as.  Whilat  we  are  at  peaoe  with 
^Min,  we  are  in  oondave  wiUi  htt  enendes, 
devising  the  beet  means  for  "  carrying  on  the 
war"  against  her;  not  only  to  carry  it  on 
against  ner  in  America,  but  the  expediency 
earryinff  thiB  war  into  her  territory  on  the 
other  ride  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  into  the  Canary 
Islands.  Whilst  we  say  to  Europe  we  will  not 
take  part  in  this  contest  between  Spain  and  her 
wdioiuea,  nrither  shall  you,  to  saljogate  these 
Montriea:  we  are  mingling  in  the  oonndla  of 
Panama,  planning  war  a^unst  Cuba  and  Fnto 

cfSla  Idod  is  weS^oaloolated  to^^u  npon  this 
eonntry  the  reproach  at  all  nations  having  any 
TCgard  fw  pulJio  Crith.  Instead  of  porsuiog  an 
^n,  ingenuouB,  manly  ooarse,  tliinkiog  slowly, 
and  acting  prudentiy,  firmly,  and  sincerely,  we 
are  eogagiBd  in  all  the  inrinoerity  and  folly  of 
Europe,  at  a  period  of  their  history  over  whioh 
thmselves  would  gladly  throw  a  veil.  How 
ffiffierent  has  been  the  ootirse  of  the  British  Oov- 
emzneat  1  In  the  oorrespoudenoe  of  her  Slinis- 
ter  witii  the  Envtn-  of  Spain,  lately  published 
in  this  country,  we  have  seen  all  this  diplomatio 
fog  diadpated,  whidi  our  own  seema  to  delight 
in  as  the  higheat  evideoce  of  t^e  talent  and 
lUn  of  tlM  statesman.  There,  the  etory  is  told 


in  a  t^le  so  dear,  dmple,  firm,  and  reqMOtftilf 
that  none  can  misondwstsnd  or  doabt  the 
meanmg ;  here,  the  bad  taste  of  the  rhetorician 
is  80  intermin^^  with  the  affectation  of  the 
statesman,  th^  yoo  are  in  doubt  whether  it 
means  this  lldng  or  sranething  else ;  and  this^ 
too,  by  a  Oovwnment  whose  duty  it  ie^  aa  bi^ 
ing  the  oldest  of  the  Bepablice,  to  ^ve  an  ex- 
ample of  candor  and  moderation.  Not  mly 
this,  but  to  expose  to  the  people  of  this  nation 
every  tranaaotion,  in  a  clear  and  distinct  potot 
of  view,  that  they  may  mifaeritsting^  dseida 
upon  their  own  snairs,  and  know  the  oondaot  at 
their  Bepreeentativea, 

This  measure,  frau^t  with  so  mndi  misohief 
to  this  country,  is  one  that  oo^t  to  be  avoided 
if  possible.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, it  looks  to  the  conquest  Cuba  and 
Porto  Bioo ;  or,  at  all  events,  of  tearing  them 
i^om  the  crown  ot  Bptbu  Tbo  fnterasta,  if 
not  safety,  of  oor  own  ooootry,  wooM  lauier 
require  us  to  interpose'  to  prevent  such  aa 
event;  and  I  woald  rather  tiike  ap  anna  to 
prevent  than  accelerate  such  an  ooomrenoe. 
Tbim  B^ublios  have  a  mixed  population,  it 
is  true,  but  the  pnnKH*tion  of  all  others,  what 
compared  to  the  SpsnlBh  American,  ia  fut 
smsU.  They,  by  a  provision  in  their  constitu- 
tion, have  abolished  slavery,  and  placed  every 
color  on  an  equal  footing,  which  may  not  be 
any  great  inconvMiienoe  to  them.  But  what 
will  be  the  state  al  the  case  should  Cuba  and 
Porto  Itioo  be  revdntionized  ap<m  their  princi- 
ples? It  is  well  known  tbat  those  outmies 
oontain  nearily  five  blaeks  to  one  white  perstm ; 
that  in  Oiba  the  im^ortirai  Is  tliis  or  mm. 
It  most  titmi  be  a  black  BepabBo.  The  con- 
dition of  Eayti  is  also  to  be  taken  Into  ooit- 
ridmtim  at  this  Oongreas,  to  detenidne 
whether  Hayti  shall  send  Ambassadors  to  the 
different  powers;  and,  if  all  qoestions  are  to 
be  decided  by  a  minority  o£  votes,  we  must 
expect  those  Republics  to  act  nptm  thmr  prin- 
ciples, and  compel  us  to  receive  a  negro  Minis- 
ter ;  as  the  stipulatitms  of  this  Confederacy  of 
B^ablics  are,  to  "interpret  treatiea,"  and 
ooeroe,  if  neoesssry,  those  who  manifest  «a 
unwiUlngnesB  to  pOTfinm  the  taak  aaalgiMd  to 
them  by  the  Congress  itf  Panamiu 

■Why  shonld  we,  then,  engage  in  this  mocm- 
strai^  pn^ect,  whiob  uireatens,  at  no  distant 
day,  a  large  portion  of  our  country,  embracing 
the  whole  of  our  Southern  frontier  t  Cuba  £ 
soaroely  more  than  eighty  miles  from  Honda: 
the  narrow  sea  between  can  be  often  passed 
in  a  few  hours,  in  open  boats;  leaving  the 
whole  of  Louisia^ia,  riorida,  and  Georiga,  open 
to  sadden  invasion  from  these  black  Republies 
at  any  time.  Beddes,  the  jealoney  and  discon- 
tent which  this  state  of  things  would  ragender, 
most  finally  lead  to  rebellion  and  <nvil  discord, 
shoold  no  immediate  war  be  prodaced.  Can 
there,  tbeai,  be  a  man,  wha  viewidg  this  snb- 
Jeot  in  all  its  bearings,  will  not  ahndto  at  n 
pictorelikethia,  and  abandimthe^Yileotl  A 
pn^fidt  whioh  oannot,  tn  any  poMUs  mnt^ 
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bring  good  to  this  ooontry  or  that  Repablio, 
and  may  produce  inoalcolable  and  irremediable 
evUa  to  this  UnioQ.  Sorely  it  will  be  a  bitter 
reflectioD,  to  those  oonoemed  in  it,  that,  to 

ezbibit  a  splendid  spectade  to  tha  eyes  ot 
European  Oovermnents,"  or  give  those  desir- 
ing  it  "a  bri^t  page  in  history,"  all  these 
enla  have  beeo  brought  Qpon  tiwir  oonntoy. 
Shbold  the  "bdH  daring  vua  project  be  car- 
ried into  exeontioii,  ia  tfl  its  parte,  I  am  in- 
diiud  to  think  that  it  will  be  disooTored  that 
we  hsre  witherad  the  opening  bvd  of  onr 
fctnre  oeataesa,  and  tlut  *'tbe  bridit  page  c£ 
Mstory^  will  be  orimionfld  with  toe  Mood  vi 
oar  ciUxens. 

If^  however,  we,  reckless  of  oonseqnences 
to  oar  citizens  and  ooontry,  pnrsae  this  oomse, 
asserting,  in  the  propagation  of  thape  principles, 
that  men  of  every  nation,  kind,  color,  and 
degree,  are  entitled  to  the  same  nsage,  placed 

Xm  the  same  footing,  partioipatiDg  alike  in 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  powers  of  Govem- 
ment,  is  it  at  all  oertain  these  visions  mi^  not 
be  dissipated  by  the  thnnder  of  En^^anA  t  She 
has  too  deep  a  stake  in  the  sSiBtaw  ct  America, 
l^artienlarly  tlu»  West  Indies,  to  lode  on  with 
mdifferouie. 

The  moment  these  UiniBters  take  their  seats 
in  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  be^  to  act 
upon  tiie  soqjectB  proposed,  as  those  which  will 
Migage  thur  attention,  that  moment  yon  will 
give  Just  canee  of  war  to  any  European  nation 
which  may  think  proper  to  declare  it  against 
you — ^Franoe,  Roseoa,  the  Netherland»~for, 
the  act  itself  is,  on  yoor  part,  a  declaration  of 
war  against  Spain;  and  England,  whatever 
mqr  be  her  diqMMitiMk  at  ttus  time  towards 
as,  must  declare  war  against  ns;  she  cannot 
vmd  it;  her  interest  is  too  deei^  involved  to 
remain  an  idle  and  inactive  spectator.  Were 
she  to  take  this  oonrse,  she  ^rould  stsnd  justi- 
fied in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I,  too,  ooold  not 
otherwise  than  think  she  punned  the  oonrse  I 
would  have  my  own  country  pursue;  and, 
doubtiess,  Governor  Strong's  "moral  and  re> 
Ugions"  IHends  oonld  find  some  ezonses  for 
lyr.  Sir,  I  do  not  &ar  England;  we  have 
beaten  her  in  two  wars— <Mie,  at  sil  events — 
though,  in  the  last,  we  ooped  with  fearful 
odds:  witii  Britun  from  without,  and  a  fearfol 

roeition  from  within — an  opposition  now  at 
head  of  afilurs.  But,  whust  I  do  not  fear 
England,  I  know  her  power ;  it  is  vast ;  nor 
womd  I,  for  light  causes,  distnrb  that  power. 
Her  thonaand  ahips  of  war,  and  hnndreds  of 
fboosands  of  men,  and  miUioiiB  of  DKmey,  are 
not  trifles  to  be  overiocAed  in  poUtioal  ar- 
rangements. 

Great  Britain,  I  have  sud,  will  be  compelled 
to  wage  a  war  against  us,  to  preserve  her  own 
otdonies,  and  her  subjects  from  massacre.  She 
has,  in  the  West  Indies,  seventeen  colonies; 
faudnding,  -in  this  nmnber,  two  in  South  Amer- 
ica, that  of  Demarars  and  Berblce.  Her  terri- 
tcnisl  extent  is  vast,  sending  directiy  to  Gh*eat 
Britain,  aomully,  iTirn^niw  ^nantitica  of  sngafi 
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coffee,  and  mm,  to  say  nothing  of  thooMnds 
of  other  articles  of  commerce,  tiie  growth  and 
products  of  these  colonies.  Besides  all  this, 
she  has  from  mx  to  seven  hundred  tboosaad 
slaves,  which,  if  the  doctiine  inculcated  by 
these  new  Bepublics  prev^  will  be  incited  to 
reb^on,  and  En^and  be  doomed  to  witness 
the  scenes  of  Saint  Domingo  acted  over  again, 
in  her  own  colonies.  Kot  less  important  la 
Janudoa,  Demarara,  Berbioe,  and  Trinidad,  to 
hw,  in  the  oondnot  and  protection  c£  her  ooa^ 
meroe  evetywhere.  when  she  loses  thess^ 
her  commerdal  greatoess  is  on  the  wsae.  R 
wonld  be  nothing  short  of  folly  to  believe^ 
that  she  would  jeopardize  these  territories^  or 
permit  them  to  be  torn  from  her  by  revolatwa, 
when  we  know  that  she  taxes  the  same  pro- 
ducts higher  IVom  any  other  part  of  the  world 
than  fi-om  these  colonies,  by  ton  shillingB  a 
hundred  weight.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourseTves, 
or  be  tomptod  to  change  oar  relations  wUh 
other  powers — we  have  prospered,  w^  do  fro^ 
per,  and  are  at  peace. 

Lond  cries  toe  the  qneition  now  *'^*fl"^Twlfl^ 
flrom  all  stdes  of  tiie  Hoose. 

The  qaeetion  was  finally  taken  on  the  amMid- 
meat  of  Ur.  UoLasb,  and  decided  ta  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  9B,  nays  95. 

The  qnesticm  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Oommittee  <xf  For- 
eign Belationa^  as  amanded  on  the  motim  of 
Mr.  HoL4in — 

Hr.  Stokes  demanded  that  it  should  be  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays;  which  was  ordered 
by  the  House,  pending  which  motion. 

The  House  a^ontned. 


Fkidat,  April  81. 
Jfiwim  to  Fanama, 
After  scone  observations,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  rescdation  (tf  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  as  amended  OQ  the  motion  of 
Mr.  MoLabx,  and  dedded  bj  yeas  and  naya— 
yeas  S4,  nays  143. 
So  the  resolution  was  njjected. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  words  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  61,  lukjrs 
1S4. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  to  strike  out  the  enaot- 
ingdanse. 

The  Inll  wsi  than  ordered  to  its  third  read- 
ing to-morrow, 
And  the  House  acUoomed. 


Satdbdat,  April  23. 
Mimim  to  Pcmama. 

An  engrossed  bill  *'  making  an  appropriation 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  appointment  of  a 
mission  to  toe  Congress  of  FanamA,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  BAunr  demanded  that  the  question  on 
the  pn<iRage  (tf  this  VSX  ahonld  be  taken  by  yeaa 
and  nays. 
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The  jMB  and         were  wdered  hj  the 

Hotise. 

Hr.  MoDunns  then  rose  and  said : 
.  Hr.  Speaker :  As  we  have  at  length  reached 
the  last  act  of  this  great  drama,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  take  leave  of  this  mission  to  Panama, 
withoat  saying  a  few  words,  by  w^  of  parting 
'benediction.  As  this  House  has  solemnly  re- 
■olTed  that  it  is  inexpedient  that  our  Bepresent- 
atives  ahonld  take  any  part  in  the  deliberatioDS 
(rf  the  Conncil,  on  the  only  snbjects  on  which 
ve  faaTQ  been  invited  to  participate,  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  Mr.  8««eant  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son will  proceed,  with  all  due  "  pomp  and  cir- 
cnmstance,"  to  Panama;  present  themselves 
before  the  Conncil  of  Amphiotyons;  make  a 
profound  bow  in  the  aacred  name  of  liberty, 
bnndle  np  their  baggage,  and  retnm  home 
with  all  convenient  expedUtion.  And,  mr, 
having  divested  this  mission  of  its  tragical  at- 
tribates,  and  left  nothing  but  ap  emp^  pageant 
—a  wlemn  ftne  to  be  aoted  by  the  iSxeootive 
—I  confess  that  I  have  no  anions  i^r^en- 
rions  that  moch  evil  will  grow  ont  n.  But 
still  I  cannot  vote  for  thia  appropriation.  For, 
thon^  I  never  have  been  a  stickler  apon  qnes- 
tions  proper  expenditure,  I  am  nnwilling  to 
pay  forty  or  fifty  tiiousand  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  pleasnre  of  being  ridicnlona,  and  the 
privile^  of  being  laughed  at.  Bnt,  as  the 
Administration  have  determined  to  go  forth 
blindfolded,  and  witii  their  hands  tied  behind 
them,  tilting  against — I  will  not  say  wind- 
mills,  bnt  the  shadows  of  wind-mills~-I  have 
mly  to  say,  and  I  do  it  in  all  sincerity,  God 
grant  them  a  safe  and  a  speoij  deliverance. 

The  qnesti(ni  was  then  taken  on  its  passage 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  dedded  in  fiie  affinna- 
tive,  as  follows : 

TsAB.— Mesara.  Adams  of  N.  Y.,  Addams  of  Pa., 
Allen  of  Mass.,  Anderson,  Anngtroog,  Bailey,  Bad- 
ger, Baldwio,  BartleU,  Hartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Bar- 
ney, Baylies,  Beecber,  Boone,  Bradley,  Brent,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burges,  Cambreleng, 
Cassedy,  Clarke,  Condlct,  Cooke,  CrowninshieW, 
Doraey,  Dwight,  Eaatman,  Edwards  of  Pa.,  Esdll, 
Bverett,  Ilndlay  of  Penn.,  Hodlay  of  Ohio,  Posdick, 
Gamsey,  Garrison,  Goriey,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hay- 
den,  Healey,  Hem^Ul,  flenrv,  Herrick,  Holoombe, 
Hngnnin,  Homphrey,  Ingers^  JenniDgs  of  Indlaua, 
Johnaon  of  New  York,  Johnson  or  Ya.,  James 
Johnson,  Frands  Johnson,  Kellogg,  Kerr,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  lAWience,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Liv- 
ioRston,  Locke,  Mallary,  HariieU,  Harkley,  Martin- 
dale,  Martin,  Marvin  of  N.  Y.,  Mattocks,  McLane 
of  Del.,  MeLean  of  Ohio,  Mercer,  Herwln  of  Conn., 
Metcalfe,  Miller  of  N.  Y.,  Miner,  James  S.  Mitchell, 
John  Mitchell,  Mitchell  of  Md.,  Moore  of  Ky., 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Pearce,  Porter,  Powell,  Beed, 
Boae,  Ross,  Bands,  Scott,  Sill,  Stoane,  ^ragne, 
Stevenson  of  Pa.,  Stewart,  Stom,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va.,  Test,  Thomson  of  Penn., 
Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tomliuson,  Trimble,  Tacker  of 
N.  J.,  Van  Home,  Van  Rensselaer,  Vance,  Tar- 
nnm,  T«]daadc,  YintOD,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weenis,  Whhnle,  White,  WUttemore,  WbitUesey, 
WioUilb,  Willkina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 


Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood  of  IT.  T.,  Wright,  WvtSb 
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Nats. — ^Messrs.  Alexander  of  Ya.,  Alexander  of 
Tcnn.,  AUen  of  Tenn.,  Alston,  Ansel,  Archer,  Ashp 
ley,  Barbour  of  Ya.,  Baasett,  Kair,1h7ao,  <^id>en, 
Carson,  Carter,  Cary,  Claniome,  Cocke,  Connor, 
Crump,  BaTenport,  Deitz,  Drayto^,  Edwards  of  N. 
C,  Floyd,  Foravth,  Gamett,  Gist,  Goran,  Harvey, 
Haynes,  Hines,  HoStaian,  Hotanes,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Kremer,  Le  Compte,  Long,  Mangum,  Mar- 
able,  McCor,  McDoffie,  McKean,  McNeill,  Mitchell 
of  Tenn.,  Moore  of  Ala.,  Owen,  Peter,  Flomer,  P<dk, 
Rives,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  ^oith,  Tattnall,  Thorny 
son  of  Oeoigia,  Tmrant,  Tuekcr  of  S.  Cii  mism 

of  a  0^-60. 

And  then  the  House  a^oumed. 

Monday,  April  34. 
Avolutumary  Officers. 
Porsnant  to  notice,  Mr.  Hkhfhox  asked  the 
House  to  take  np  the  bill  £«■  the  relief  of  the 
Burviviu  oflleera  <tf  the  aniHr  of  the  Bendntion. 

Jfr.  HkiiPHiLL  addrened  the  ooumdUee  aa 
follows : 

The  ol&oen  ot  the  army,  Ind^Mndent  of 
their  military  oocnpationa,  had,  in  common 
with  their  feUow-dtuens,  to  bear  loaaes,  occfr- 
sioned  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  of 
the  country,  ana  the  precariotis  uncertainty 
of  the  times.  They  had  to  bear  more  than 
their  fair  proportion  of  dvil  misfortunes,  as 
their  famihes  and  estates  were  left  without 
their  personal  care  and  protection.  After  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  not  long 
until  Congress  witnessed,  in  the  progress 
the  war,  the  army  had  suffered  by  bod 
^pointmenta,  and  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
auocessftd  lasne  of  the  contest  that  troc^ 
should  be  well  t^cered;  and  they  rescdved 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  sevend  States  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  that  men  of  honor 
and  known  abilities  be  appointed  to  the  ser- 
vice ;  and,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1776,  they 
resolved,  that,  as  an  encouragement  for  gentle- 
men of  abilities  to  engage  as  commissioned  offi- 
cers, in  the  troops  to  be  ridsed  to  serve  daring 
the  war,  their  monthly  pay  should  be  iDcreased. 
Notwithstanding  this  resolve,  di8satisfacti<ni  in 
the  army,  owing  to  wants  and  hard^ips,  eziat- 
ed,  and  gradnally  increased,  and  Cmgreny 
aware  that  the  preservation  and  subordination 
of  the  am^  dc^wnded  munlT  on  ita  offioen^ 
reedved  that  those  who  should  ocmtinue  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war,  should  have  half 
pay  for  seven  years  fVom  the  estahUahmant  of 
peace.  The  difficulties,  however,  remaned, 
and  still  increased ;  as  the  army  was  not  regu- 
larly pud,  and,  when  pud,  it  was  in  deprwi- 
ated  cnrrency.  In  this  sitaation  of  affairs,  the 
Gommander-in-Ohief^  in  his  letter  of  the  S9th 
of  January,  1778,  to  a  committee  of  Oongress, 
at  the  oamp,  add  that  something  must  be  done ; 
important  alterations  must  be  made :  for,  with- 
out it,  if  the  dissolution  of  the  army  ahoold 
not  be  the  conseqnenoe,  at  least  its  operatioiia 
most  infelUbly  be  feel^  languid,  and  Inafbo* 
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toil.  Without  officers,  he  said,  an  army  ooold 
not  exist ;  and  that,  nnder  their  present  embar- 
raasments,  few  of  them  would  be  able,  If  will- 
ing, to  continne  in  the  serrioe  for  the  war.  He 
then  nndertook  to  prove  the  necessity  of  half 
pay  and  pensionary  establishments.  Few  men, 
ne  said,  are  capable  of  making  continned  saori- 
flees  of  all  viewv  of  private  interest ;  and  that 
It  was  in  vain  to  wdaim  against  the  depravity 
<rf  hnman  nature  oa  thia  aooonnt;  we  most 
change  the  CMMutitntioD  ot  nun  bef^  we  can 
make  it  otherwise.  Vhile  an  officer,  instead  of 
gaii^Dg  any  thing,  is  impovoished  by  h^  com- 
mission, there  can  be  no  snffident  tie  ap<m 
him ;  and  it  wonld  be  a  comfortless  reflection 
to  any  man,  that,  after  he  may  have  oontribnted 
to  secaring  the  rights  of  his  country,  at  the 
ri^  of  his  life  and  ruin  of  his  fortime,  there 
would  be  no  provision  made  to  prevent  himself 
and  family  rrom  sinking  into  indigence  and 
wretchedness.  Nothing,  he  siUd,  in  his  opin- 
ion,  would  serve  more  powerftiUy  to  reanimate 
th^  zeal  than  half  pay  and  pensumaiy  estab- 
Uduneats;  as  it' would  in  a  great  de^^ee,  re- 
Beve  the  painftal  antioipatkm  of  leaving  their 
widows  and  orphans  a  tturthen  on  the  charity 
of  their  country ;  and  it  would  dispel  the  ap- 
prabension  of  personal  distress  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  from  having  thrown  tiiem- 
sdves  out  of  professions  and  employments 
which  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
resume.  He  urged  his  sentiments,  he  ob- 
served, with  the  more  freedom,  because  he 
could  not  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  the 
establishment. 

Congress  being  inspired  with  the  same  love 
of  ooontry,  and  sedug  the  actual  neoes^ty  ctf 
the  case,  a«ao,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1779, 
zoHdved,  "That  it  be  reoomrnratded  to  the  sev- 
oral  States  to  grant  half  ftj  fbr  lifb  to  the  offl* 
eera  who  ^oiud  continue  in  tiie  service  to  the 
end  ci  the  war."  But  this  recommendation 
was  not  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the 
States.  At  this  period,  the  issue  of  the  war 
was  uncertain,  and  in  great  danger,  and  the 
uneasiness  among  the  whole  troops  had  become 
alarming.  General  Washington  agtdn,  on  the 
aoth  of  August,  17B0,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Prendent  ctf  Congress,  of  which  the  following 
it  an  extract : 

**  I  cannot  forbear  retundng,  Id  this  (daee,  to  the 
naeeadty  of  a  mora  ample  and  equal  provUon  tar 
tiw  amy.  The  Aseontents  on  this  bead  have  been 
gradually  matored  to  a  daDgeroiu  cztrendty ;  there 
are  many  symptoms  that  alarm  and  distress  me. 
Endeavors  are  wAag  to  unite  both  officers  and  meu 
in  a  general  refiisu  of  the  money,  and  some  corps 
now  actually  decline  receiring  h.  Every  method  has 
been  taken  to  coonteraet  it,  because  sooh  a  eombi- 
aatimiD  tbe  army  wouldbe  asevmUowtoourde- 
^Hning  cnrrency ;  the  most  moderate  in^t  that  the 
aecomits  of  depreciation  ought  to  be  liquidated  at 
slated  periods,  and  certificates  ciTen  by  Govern* 
men!  for  the  sums  due.  Ther  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  a  general  declaration  that  it  shall  be  made 
good.  This  is  one  instance  of  complaint ;  there  are 
sthars  eqaaliy  serious.  Amoig  the  most  asrioas,  is 
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the  Inequality  of  provlrion  made  by  the  several 
States.  Pennsylniifa  maiutuns  her  officers  in  a 
decent  manner ;  she  has  given  tbem  half  pay  for 
liis.  What  a  dUfomce  between  tb^sitostioD  and 
thatoftheoOeenof  any  other  line  In  the  armyl 
some  of  whom  are  so  aetoally  desUtnte  oi  elothing 
as  to  be  unfit  for  duty,  and  obUged,  from  that  cause 
alone,  to  confine  themselves  to  their  quartets.  I 
have  often  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the 
half  pay  proviuon  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  pcditic 
and  effectual  that  can  be  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
if  something  sads&ctory  be  not  done,  the  amy,  al- 
ready so  mnch  reduced  in  officers,  by  d^y  reagna- 
Uons,  as  not  to  have  a  sufficiency  to  do  the  common 
duties  (^it,  must  mther  cease  to  exist  at  the  end  ot 
the  campaign,  or  It  will  exhibit  an  example  of  mora 
virtue,  forntude,  self-denial,  and  perseverance,  than 
haSf  peibaps,  ever  yet  been  nuidleled  in  the  bis* 
tory  of  hnman  eatfaosiasnL  The  dissolutioa  of  the 
amy  is  an  event  tiiti  cannot  be  r^arded  with  in- 
diffeienee:  It  woold  Mng  aoeumukted  dlstreai 
uponns;  tt  would  throw  tiw  people  cf  America iirto 
general  consternation ;  it  would  discredit  our  cause 
tbronshont  the  world;  it  would  shock  our  Allies: 
To  think  of  replacing  the  cheers  with  others,  la 
visionary ;  the  loM  01 Om  veteran  soldier  oould  not 
berepUeed." 

Sh<Hiily  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  papw 
money  became  so  bad  that  it  was  no  longer 
offered  in  payment ;  in  tiiis  year,  also,  was  the 
defection  of  Arnold,  and  the  fall  of  Oharleston. 
Under  these  drcumstanoes,  and  in  oonseqnenoe 
of  the  recconmfflidstionB  to  the  States  not  being 
complied  with,  and  the  urgent  solicitations  m 
the  Commander-in-Chie^  Oougress  were  in- 
duced, on  the  2l8t  October,  1760,  to  resolve, 
that  half  pay  for  life  be  granted  to  the  officers 
in  tiie  anny  o!  the  Unned  States  who  shall 
oontinae  in  service  to  the  eai  of  the  war. 
There  were  several  intervening  and  anbsequwt 
reserves,  all  d  which  need  not  be  referred  to : 
the  resolve  of  1760  being  the  principal  one  by 
which  the  public  faith  of  the  nation  was  sol- 
emnly pledged,  and  on  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  officers  un- 
der it,  dqwnded  the  liberties  and  salvation  ot 
the  country.  This  compact  of  the  Government 
was  noble  and  Just :  it  infused,  for  a  tim&  a 
spirit  of  contentment  among  the  offioers,  but 
that  was  all :  their  arrearages  rem^ed  un- 
paid, and  aocoonta  nnaettied ;  their  di>- 
treaeea  and  aaorifioea  didly  increased,  and  th^ 
patienoe  and  patriotism  bad  more  dimoultiee  to 
enoonnter  Haaa.  had  ever  before  ftllen  to  the 
fbrtune  of  any  army.  For  upwards  of  two 
years  the  officers  relnained  without  any  pi^, 
and  tbey  had  to  procure  their  clothing  by  tii«r 
own  means,  and  through  their  friends.  The 
situation  of  the  soldiers  was  something  better, 
as  they  were  provided  with  dot^es;  tiiou^ 
at  this  period,  their  supply  was  deficient,  still 
there  were  instances  of  their  refdnng  to  accept 
of  oommisuons,  because  it  was  not  in  th^ 
power  to  find  their  own  clothing.  A  description 
of  the  situation  of  the  army  is  given  by  tiie  offi- 
cers themselves.  InDeonnber,17ffit,tn«offiefln 
of  the  txmj  addxsned  Oongreei^  In  bcdialf  ot 
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fiiemselTH  and  their  brethren,  the  soldiers,  to 
make  manifest  to  Congress  the  distresses  under 
vhidi  tiiey  labored ;  that  Hx&y  had  struggled 
with  difSciJUes,  jear  after  jear,  under  hopes 
I2iat  each  would  be  the  last,  hut  they  had  been 
disappointed ;  that  their  embarrassments  had 
thiokened  so  fast  that  many  of  them  were  un- 
able to  go  farther.  To  prove  their  hardahips, 
thity  referred  to  the  Paymaster's  acoonnts  for 
the  last  fonr  years ;  that,  although  the  States 
had  ^vea  eertificatea  tot  pay  doe,  for  _part  of 
the  time,  they  had  sunk  in  value  to  htde  or 
nothing ;  and,  as  triflins  as  they  were,  many 
had  been  unaer  the  sad  neoesdty  of  parting 
with  them  to  prevent  their  funilies  from  actu- 
idly  starving.  They  represented  that  shadows 
had  been  ofibred  to  them,  whUe  the  substance 
had  been  gleaned  by  othcm,  and  that  their  dia- 
treseea  had  now  been  brought  to  a  point ;  that 
tiu7  had  borne  all  that  men  could  bear ;  that 
tfa«r  property  was  expended,  and  th«r  re- 
Bouroes  at  an  end ;  and  that  their  friends  were 
wearied  out  with  their  iDoessant  applio^kniB ; 
that  the  uneasiness  of  the  aoldl^  finr  vuit  d 
pay,  was  great  and  dangerous,  and  forther  ex- 
periinentB  on  ttieir  patienoe  mi^t  have  fttal 
effects.  They  deecnbad  the  depluttUe  ritna- 
tion  of  the  army,  as  to  rations,  clothing,  and 
pay.  They  spoke  of  the  half  pay  as  an  honor- 
able and  just  compensation  for  serrloes  ren- 
dered, and  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  human  na- 
ture, that  there  would  be  none  so  hardened  in 
the  sin  of  ingratitude,  as  to  deny  the  jnetioe  ci 
the  reward ;  but  that,  if  objections  to  the  mode 
only  were  raised,  to  preserve  the  harmony  of 
the  community,  they  were  willing  to  com- 
mute the  half  p^  pledged,  for  full  pay  for  a 
oertain  number  of  years,  or  fi»r  a  aum  in  gross. 
They  entreated  that  Oongreas,  to  oonvinoe  the 
army  and  the  world  that  the  independenoe  <^ 
America  ,  should  not  be  plaoed  on  (he  mins  of 
any  iMrtloolar  olase,  would  point  out  some 
mode  of  immediate  redrees. 

The  sabseqnfint  prooeedhigs  in  relation  to 
the  officers  are  notorious.  On  the  2lBt  of 
March,  1788,  Ckmgress  resolved,  that  five  years* 
foil  pay  should  be  given  to  the  officers,  in 
money,  or  in  securities,  bearing  an  interest  oi 
^  per  cent,  per  ■""""p,  as  should  be  most 
convenient  to  Congress,  to  be  paid  as  other 
creditors  oS  the  United  States,  in  lieu  ai  half 
pay  fiar  life:  provided,  however,  that  this  com- 
mutation be  sooepted  by  lines  and  corps,  and 
not  by  offloers  limiTiduuIr,  and  that  soon  ac- 
ceptance or  rehsal  ahoold  be  rignifled  by  the 
Oomnander-in-Ohief  to  Congress,  from  the 
lines  under  his  immediate  command,  in  two 
montlis.  This  resolution  depended  entirely  on 
the  sooceBS  of  applications  to  be  made  to  the 
respective  Btates  to  place  fimds  in  the  power 
of  CongTMs.  And,  on  the  18th  of  Apnl,  the 
Sd  of  Hay,  1788,  and  a7th  of  Kay,  1784,  re- 
solves passed  that  requisitions  should  be  made 
to  the  several  Btates  to  provide  fonds  to  enable 
Congress  to  discharge  the  well-earned  dues  of 
the  axmv.  Bat  these  reqniaitions  of  Oongreas, 


(m  the  several  fitatea,  entir^  foiled:  so  tha^ 
oontxary  to  the  expectations  of  i^  the  parties^ 
Coagrees  was  without  any  means  ^ther  to  pi^^ 
money  for  these  commutation  certificate^  or  to 
convtft  them  into  securities  which  would  com- 
mand money.  The  result  was  that  nothing 
was  pmd,  and  the  oommutati(m  certificates  de- 
preciated to  about  eight  for  one.  This  was  a 
period  in  which  the  officers  stood  in  the  most 
urgent  need  of  money ;  as,  in  October,  1788^ 
Congress  had  diiobarged  those  who  had  been 
engaged  for  the  war.  Thus  was  an  mqi^ 
army  dinwsed,  and  all  the  cheering  pnt^d» 
with  which  they  had  bem  flattnvd,  by  the  r** 
solves  of  1780  and  1788,  at  onoe  Tauiabed  from 
thdr  lii^at.  Keoesnty  obliged  the  most  of 
them  to  part  with  th^  certificates  at  about  one 
year's  half  pay.  In  this  condition  the  sitnatifoi 
<^  the  offloers  remahied  for  eight  yeai%  nn^ 
after  the  otmstitutiou  and  the  funding  system 
were  established,  when  the  certificates  were 
fonded  in  the  hands  of  the  then  holders,  at 
three  per  cent,  interest  on  the  arrears  of  Inter- 
est, and  with  a  suspenricm  <tf  interert  cm  <hw-' 
third  of  the  ptindpal  for  ten  years ;  so  Uiat 
the  anunrnt  of  stock  reodvad,  reAioed  to  six 
per  omt.,  was  soarody  equal  to  the  sum  wUeh 
would  have  been  payable  at  that  time  for  half 
pay,  under  the  act  of  the  aist  of  October, 
1780.  But  even  this  security  for  their  wages^ 
on  these  unequal  tenns,  came  too  late  for  the 
oflBcera,  as  the  certificates  of  most  of  them 
were  then  gone  into  the  hands  of  speonlators ; 
and  it  was  not  in  thdr  power  to  r^aiu  thenu 
The  inability  of  the  Government  to  perform  its 
oontraot  l»«aght  this  distress  upon  them ;  th«r 
wants  had  to  be  complied  with  as  for  as  the 
oertiflcates  would  go :  and  to  this,  it  is  to  be 
added,  that,  when  the  army  was  disbanded, 
two  years  of  Ihdr  pay  remained  unpaid ;  and 
the  evidences  of  these  arrears  had  to  share  tiia 
same  fate  with  the  commutation  oertifioatesL 
The  offloers  had  no  control  over  neoeedtjr; 
and  nothing  of  their  two  years'  pay  and  tne 
half  pay  for  life  baa  been  enjoyed  by  them,  ex- 
cept the  mere  shadow.  This  is  tiie  rimple  nar- 
r^ve  of  their  case,  as  it  has  remained  for  up- 
wards of  forty  years. 

After  a  l^ise  of  so  many  y ws,  it  will  readi 
ly  be  perceived  how  difficult  it  is  to  settle  tli« 
<daims  of  the  Revolutionary  officers  on  any 
prittdple  that  noay  be  deemed  aooarate,  uA 
oorre^K>nding  wUh  the  varions  views  that  ar» 
entertained  on  the  snl^eet.  The  prinoi^  tat 
which  former  committees  have  gone,  is  that  of 
deducting  from  the  arrears  of  half  pi^,  com- 
puted from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the 
present  time,  the  foil  nominal  amount  of  the 
oommntation  certificates,  and  paying  the  sur- 
viving officers  the  balance,  if  it  did  not  exceed 
a  miUion ;  and  henceforwud,  daring  the  re- 
mainder of  tiieir  lives,  paying  the  half  pay 
stipulated  by  the  resolve  <x  1780.  Even  this 
mode  of  settiement,  which  is  tiie  most  fovor- 
able  to  the  officers  of  any  suggested,  subjects 
them  to  all  the  losses  oooa/iioned  by  the  d^r*« 
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ditioa  of  flie  oommatfttiMt  eertlfloatea.  An- 
other mode  troggests  itself :  that  of  pacing  the 
full  amount  of  the  five  jears*  ftall  pay,  with 
interest,  as  the  offloera  in  realitj  never  received 
it,  and  that  owing  to  no  blame  on  their  part. 
The  character  at  the  serrioes,  and  the  happ7 
conseqaencea  which  have  flowed  from  them, 
oallB  our  attention  to  another  mode,  hj  which 
the  Treasory  of  the  oomitrj  will  lose  nothing ; 
and  this  can  only  be  done  by  caloolating,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  the  amoont  which  the 
Treaaury  has  actoally  gained,  and  it  will  appear 
that  it  amonnta,  at  Hob  di^,  to  a  verr  oon^- 
erable  aom,  ont  of  th«  atipoidfl  d  each  BorviT- 
ing  eaptun  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
And  even  this  mode,  which  a  high-minded 
Govemnient  cannot  regard  as  nnfur,  leaves  the 
officers  to  bear  the  lossea  of  the  oommntation 
certifioates,  which  they  were  obliged  to  part 
with  in  the  honr  of  their  urgent  need,  in  real- 
ity for  nothing  more  than  abont  an  anticipation 
of  one  year'a  half  pay.  But  I  will  refrain,  for 
the  present,  from  any  further  remarks,  or  any 
endeavor  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rules  of 
aoknowledged  law.  It  must  be  manifest  to 
every  oneL  that  the  e^oitable  circamstanoea  In 
fkror  of  the  officers  are  strong  and  powerfiil ; 
and  if  we  confine  ourselves  oi^  to  the  two 
pwiods  of  the  ocnnmntation  eertlfloatea,  and 
the  funding  system,  ample  reasons  may  be  as- 
rigned  to  support  this  equitable  daim.  By  the 
fimding  system,  the  Treasuiy  gained,  by  sna- 
pendlng  interest  on  one-third  of  the  principal 
for  ten  years,  and  by  paying  only  three  per 
cent  interest  on  the  arrears  of  interest ;  but 
the  principles  of  equity  do  not  stop  here;  it 
was  the  understanding  of  the  resolve  of  1788, 
that  the  officers  should  receive  money,  or  cer- 
tificates wMch  wonld  be  equivalent  to  money : 
this  was  their  expeotaldon ;  this  fonned  the  in- 
ducemoit  tor  tite  aoeeptance,  by  fines  and 
corps,  of  these  oertlfloates :  for  It  is  not  oon- 
ceivable  that  men  in  their  senses  would  agree 
to  receive  a  leas  warn  for  a  greater,  unless  the 
lesser  sum  was  to  be  paid  m  cash,  or  better 
secured. 

The  object  was,  to  place  some  ftinds  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  who  were  then  abont  to 
ehange  their  situation  frvm  a  military  to  a  civil 
to  enable  them  to  commence  in  civil  occu- 
pations. This  was  their  understanding;  but 
this  reasonable  expectation  was  soon  baffled. 
The  money  was  not  piUd — ^the  seoniity  was  not 
increawd—ud  the  oertifioates  sunk  to  a  trifle. 
The  <^cers  had  nothing  in  th^  power  but  to 
vitDOSB  this  new  disappdntment,  whioh  de- 
itn^^  an  hopes  of  tneir  atipnlated  reward, 
whioh  they  had  earned,  by  sacrificing  the  best 
part  of  their  Uvea  in  an  arduons  and  bloody 
war  of  eight  years.  The  inability  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  perform  its  contract, 
compelled  the  officers  to  part  wilJi  their  certifi- 
cates, at  the  reduced  prices  that  have  been 
mentioned.  To  the  gam  of  the  Government, 
by  suspending  interest  on  one-third  of  the 
pilnt^al  for  ten  years,  and  fimding  the  arrears 
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of  interest,  at  an  interest  three  per  oentf 
ought,  on  prinoiples  of  Mmess  and  eqnit;^,  to 
be  added  a  sum  eqidvalent  to  their  many  dis- 
appointments. 

The  committee,  in  reviewing  the  various  as- 
pects which  the  subject  presented,  found  a  dif* 
ficnlty  to  determine  what  course  to  pursae; 
especially  as  the  sut^ect^  on  the  gronnd  of  con- 
tract, had  been  twice  reported  to  the  Honse^ 
and  not  sustained. 

It  was  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  that  ft 
WOTild  be  best  to  grant  a  sum  in  {n-oss,  to  be 
^vided  among  the  officers  who  are  uviiw,  and 
to  (dose  the  doors  ag^st  aU  fhtnre  ciiUmL 
This  mode,  it  was  thought,  would,  better  than 
any  other,  aooommodate  itself  to  the  various 
opinions  entert^ned  on  the  subject,  some  being 
founded  on  contract,  some  on  tne  principles  m 
equity,  and  some  in  favor  of  a  gratuitous  grant. 
Ttds  opinion  was  also  strengthened  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  all  previons  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  pennons,  had  been  confined  to  the  liv- 
ing, and  that  nothing  had  been  extended  to 
heirs  or  representatives,  whioh  would  lead  to 
great  extent  and  nnoertainty ;  and,  as  the  chil- 
dren cannot  be  young,  tiiey  m«y  be  presumed 
to  be  able  to  maintoin  tiiemselTfla,  and  can 
found  no  daim  except  on  strict  ri^t.  And  In 
convendng  on  this  snljeot  witn  many,  ft 
seemed  to  be  a  prevailing  sentiment,  that  a  re- 
spectable sum  in  gross  should  be  awarded,  to 
be  divided  among  tnem  acoor^ng  to  their  con- 
tinental rank  and  yearly  pav. 

Mr.  HsHFHiLL  ooncladed  by  moving  to  fill 
tiie  blank  for  the  approimiatlra  with  the  words 

one  million  of  dollars.*' 

A  debate  now  commenced,  whioh  continued 
till  four  o'clock,  in  whioh  Keesrs.  Axbtoet, 
Hrromx,  of  Tennessee,  and  KoOoT,  opposed, 
and  Kessrs.  amra,  AiroaBsoN,  Bxcd,  Snai^ 
DmoBT,  Btfchutav.  and  "BxntPsamT,  advoo^ad 
thebUL 

The  following  are  1h6  remarks  of  Ifr.  Smith 

in  support  of  the  bill : 

Mr.  Oh^rman :  Before  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee is  taken  upon  this  biU^  I  must  be  in- 
dulged with  a  very  brief  exposition  of  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  me  to  pve  it  my  sup- 
port. The  right  oi  the  d^ants  to  its  benefits, 
IB  founded  upon  a  solemn  contract,  solemnly 
and  deliberately  entered  into,  between  the  om- 
oers  of  the  Revolutionary  army  and  their  Gov- 
ernment. The  evidence  of  this  contract  (ren- 
dered peculiaify  obUgatory  by  the  nivenoy  <rf 
the  occasion  which  produced  it)  is  to  be  found 
in  a  resolve  adopted  by  Oongress  in  the  mcmHi 
of  October,  1780,  granting  to  the  officers  cS  the 
army  who  should  continne  in  service  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  half  pay  for  life.  This  re- 
solve constitutes  the  baras  of  the  obligation  of 
the  Government  to  grant,  and  of  the  right  of 
the  officer  to  receive,  the  stipulated  compensa- 
tion. That  we  may,  Mr.  Ofaairman,  form  a 
juster  conception  of  the  solemnity  of  this  con- 
tract, and  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties to  it,  it  may  not  be  iminroper,  perh9{>s,  to 
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*&dvert,  for  a  nn^e  moment,  to  the  circnm- 
atanoes  which  preceded  and  lea  to  the  adoption 
oi  the  resolve  jnst  Indicated.  The  pecnniaiy 
emtMurassment  oi  the  Government,  connected 
with  onr  snccessftil  reaiatauoe  to  Britldi  gran- 
ny and  oppression,  is  a  fact  of  universal  noto- 
riety. It  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  that 
ever-memorable  straggle,  and  imparts  addi- 
tional lustre  to  its  happy  termination.  Were  it 
necessary  to  famish  evidence  of  the  fact,  I 
eonld  appeal  to  the  recorded  history  of  that 
eventfal  conflict,  and  to  the  few  surviving  wit- 
nesses who  yet  linger  among  nsj  exhibiting,  in 
their  persona,  the  monrnfol  evidences  of  de- 
parted strength,  bnt  whose  memories  still  re- 
tain the  Btroagett  reoollec^n  M  the  deeply 
interuting  events  of  a  period  infinitely  the 
moat  important  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  In 
their  personal  snflMngs  and  privations,  yon 
mmld  find  abundant  proof  of  tne  very  limited 
means  of  the  Oovemment.  It  is  true,  their 
wants  were  but  few,  but,  few  as  they  were^ 
they  could  not  command  the  scanty  means  ne- 
cessary to  supply  them.  What  were  the  conse- 
qnences  of  thu  state  of  things  ?  RedgDations 
were  frequent,  the  public  service  abandoned, 
and  a  dissolution  of  the  army  seriously  appre- 
hended. The  crisis  was  truly  alarming.  The 
evil,  big  with  dan^r  to  the  best  and  brightest 
hopes  of  the  patriot,  demanded  an  immediate 
and  efficient  reme^.  The  Father  d  his  Oonn- 
try,  always  ood  and  collected  in  the  midst  of 
dimcnlties,  and  equal  to  every  trial,  correctly 
appreciating  the  magnitQde  of  the  evil,  and 
the  fearfol  resolt  it  portended,  sameeted  the 
proper  corrective.  He  recommenMd  to  Oon- 
greaa  the  adoptitm  of  the  veiy  measure  which 
b  the  foundation  of  the  present  daim.  In  obe- 
dience to  this  recommendation,  which  alilce 
comports  with  the  dictates  of  jnstice  and  expe- 
diency, OongresB,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1V80,  resolved,  ''that  such  officers  as  should 
oontinae  in  the  military  service  of  the  country 
to  the  doee  <^  the  war,  ahoold  be  entitled  to 
half  pay  for  life,"  Thla  uovision  was  ten- 
dered t^  and  aocepted  hy,  tne  offioers,  individ- 
uaDy,  and  thus  was  a  contract,  solemnly,  delib- 
erately, and  voluntarily  mtered  into,  i}etween 
them  and  their  Government  The  Government 
promised  a  compensation  whidi  would  render 
the  veteran  in  its  service  comfortable  in  the 
winter  of  old  age,  and,  in  consideration  of  this 
promise,  he  pledged  the  best  services  of  his 
best  days  to  tiie  end  of  the  contest.  What  en- 
gagement more  obligatory!  What  contract 
coald  create  a  clearer  right,  or  impose  a 
stronger  obligation !  In  my  hnmble  jadgment, 
none.  The  services  of  the  officer  were  indis- 
pensable in  the  vindication  and  maintenance  of 
our  jnat  rights ;  his  akill  and  eiponoice  necea- 
sary  in  conducting  the  war  to  a  safe  and  hon- 
orable termination— the  establishment  of  Ka- 
^nal  Independence.  On  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cer, the  promised  reward  cheered  his  hopes, 
and  animated  his  exertions.  He  looked  with 
oonfidMioe  to  it^  M  the  meaiw  which  wonld 


wotect  him  from  penury  and  want,  when  time 
had  wasted  his  strength,  and  disqualified  him 
tnm  engaging  in  the  hasj  aoenes  and  active 
pnrauita  tsi  Ufe.  I  repeat  it,  tiierefore^  that  no 
contract  is  more  solemn,  whether  we  regard 
the  etremnstancea  under  whicb  it  was  nuid»,  or 
the  objects  intended  to  be  accomplii^ed.  Let 
OS  then  briefly  inquire  into  the  manner  iu 
which  this  contract  has  been  performed  by  the 
respective  parties  to  it.  By  the  officer,  how 
has  it  been  performed  ?  For^^ing  all  the  com- 
forts of  his  fireside,  and  the  endearments  of 
domestic  life,  he  has  executed  it  to  the  very 
letter — ^he  has  executed  it  In  toil  and  in  suffer- 
ing ;  many  a  well-fought  battie,  successive 
days,  whidi  ever  fonnd  nim  at  his  poet  in  the 
midrt  of  danger,  and  sleepless  nif^ts,  be&r  wit- 
ness to  the  net.  His  uood  fonushed  honor- 
able and  ImweBsive  testinuH^  (tf  fiUthfiil  ser- 
vice. Indeed,  every  leaf  of  our  Revolntionaiy 
histoiy  discloses  some  ^lendid  instance  of  hw 
devotion  to  the  great  cause  of  liberty.  In  a 
word,  his  services  were  not  grod^n^y  oon- 
tributed,  bnt  zealously  and  honestiy  rendered, 
not  for  a  month  or  year,  but  to  the  end  of  the 
conflict.  Permit  me  now  to  ask,  whether  the 
Government  has  performed  its  part  of  the  con- 
tract? Has  the  ori^nal  stipulation  beui  car- 
ried into  execution,  according  to  its  true  intent 
and  meaning  f  Has  the  ^edged  faith  of  the 
nation  been  redeemed  ?  How  can  these  apee* 
tions  be  answered,  without  mvolving  the  Gov- 
ernment and  nation  in  a  charge  of  t£ie  gr  oca  oat 
injustice  ?  Satisfaction,  ^r,  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  Years  have  gone  by,  and  most  m 
our  Revolutionary  heroes  have  descended  to 
the  tomb :  and  yet  the  contract  remains  to  be 
executed  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment  OaQ 
we  sliield  ourselves  against  the  demand,  under 
the  pica  of  the  statute  of  limitations!  It  is 
not,  and  will  not  be  pretended,  that  we  can, 
and,  if  we  could,  who  is  there  willing  to  rely 
upon  it  (  Kot  one  member  of  this  committee, 
I  am  satisfied.  Oan  we  claun  the  benefit  of 
a  release!  How,  and  in  what  manner,  have 
we  been  relMsedfrom  onr  oblig^ona!  Doea 
the  teet^ve  of  1788,  sabetitntuig  the  five  yean* 
full  pay  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  operate  a  dia- 
chai^  oS  our  undertaking!  This  resolve,  at 
first  view,  certainly  looks  something  like  a  di^ 
charge;  but  a  little  reflection  will,  I  think, 
correct  this  first  impression.  The  election 
given  by  it,  either  to  take  the  five  years*  full 
pay,  or  the  half  pay  for  life,  was  to  be  made, 
not  by  the  officers  individually,  but  by  linea 
and  corps.  This  election  by  lines,  I  contend,  is 
a  palpable  departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
original  contract,  and  furnishes  no  bar  to  the 
olalin.  I  liqr  it  down  as  an  inoontrovertibla 
poution,  that  the  obligation  of  a  contract  can 
only  be  dissolved  bjr  the  same  power  whidi 
created  it  The  parties  must  be  the  same,  and 
in  a  situation  to  give,  or  withhold,  their  assent, 
as  whim,  or  caprice,  or  their  unbiassed  jadg- 
menta,  may  direct  Thia  prin<nple  ia  too  obn- 
008  to  need  tllll^atioI^  and  will  not  be  denied 
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here  or  elsewhere.  Let,  then,  this  nniverflally 
admitted  principle  be  applied  to  the  present 
qneetion,  and^  onlees  I  am  ereatij  mist^en,  it 
wiU  wpear,  condnnvely,  that  the  right  of  the 
snrrivhu;  officers  of  the  Bevolntion,  to  the  half 
paj  for  fife,  is  imaffeoted  hj  the  acceptance,  hj 
oorp&  of  toe  five  yean*  ftiUjp^.  The  original 
Btipvution  was  with  Hub  ameen  of  the  army, 
indiTidoally.  The  provisiwi  waa  tendered,  not 
to  linee,  but  to  officers,  in  their  indiTidnal  ca- 
pairittefl,  and,  ia  that  way,  accepted  hj  theuL 
With  what  iffoprietj,  then,  can  it  be  said,  that 
m  ooDtraot,  thiu  formed,  can  be  dissolved  in 
any  other  mode  f  How  can  the  novel  and  ex- 
traordinary position  be  muntained,  that  A's 
rights  may  and  can  be -Borrendered  by  B,  0, 
and  D,  withopt  his  consent  and  anthority? 
The  thing  is  impossible,  nr.  It  cannot  be 
done.  8ooh  a  doctrine  would  ooontenaace  the 
groansi  iqjnstioe,  and  do  TioUuoe  to  every 
man's  ooinm<m  sense.  Yet  this  violence  and 
iijiistiee  wiU  be  done,  if  it  be  admitted  that 
toe  aoceptanoe  by  lines  has  exUngnished  the 
individnal  right  of  each  individoiu  officer  of 
the  army,  nolan*  voUnt.  B&t  the  otnnmittee 
will  not,  I  am  snre,  lend  ita  ud  in  bringing 
mbont  so  startling  a  resolt. 

ICr.  Andsbboh  followed  Hi.  Bktfh,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  the  following  terms : 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  time 
to  the  committee,  at  this  late  day  of  the  see- 
sion,  and  of  their  impatience,  and  shall  content 
myaelf  with  a  very  few  observations  on  the  bill 
now  before  ns,  trosting  it  will  find  advocates 
tn  tiiis  floor,  not  (Hily  diipoeed,  bnt  -Ux  man 
able  than  myself  to  do  amjde  Justice  to  its 
merita.  It  would  he  a  nseless  waste  of  words, 
and  what  now  is  much  more  important,  of 
time,  to  go  throagh  a  recitation  of  the  sacri- 
fioes,  sn&rings,  and  gallant  services  of  these 
worthy  petitioners;  they,  in  fiict,  constitute 
the  history  of  oar  Revolntioo,  and  have  be- 
come fomiliar  to  us  all,  even  from  our  cradles, 
Kor  will  I  detain  the  committee  by  any  ail- 
ment, to  ^ow  the  relative  rights  and  obliga- 
tions that  attached  to  the  clahnants,  and  were 
imposed  on  the  Government,  by  the  resolves 
of  1780  and  *88.  All  these  rights,  and  the  ob- 
ligaticoi^  moral  and  legal,  resulting  tram  these 
roolves;  were  ably,  and  with  great  aooorat^ 
oi  detail,  Itid  b^km  us  by  the  gentleman  from 
Fwujsylvania,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

We  all  admit  their  services ;  we  admit  they 
nobly  earned  the  promised  reward;  and,  sir, 
we  are  compelled  to  admit,  too,  that  this  re- 
ward has  been  to  them,  thus  far,  a  reward  of 
promises  only — mere  empty,  unredeemed  prom- 
isee, and  nothing  else. 

These  men,  or  moat  of  them,  left  the  army 
poor — poor,  too,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
■ervioes  they  had  so  £utbfully  rendered  their 
ooontiy;  and  have  oontinaed  ccnnparatiTely 
pow  to  this  day. 

And  what,  ^r,  ia  the  oanse  of  th^r  contin- 
ued pover^  and  distreaa!  Kot  that  Uk^  were 
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destitute  of  talents,  fortitude,  and  temperance ; 
for  all  these  they  were  eminently  distinguished. 
Neither  will  it  he  denied  that  they  are,  and 
ever  have  been,  among  the  number  of  our  most 
worthy  and  industrious  citizens.  Why,  then, 
have  they  continued  laboring  against  Uie  tide, 
and  struggling  with  poverty,  while  all  around 
'  them,  of  uke  pruseworthy  habits,  but  of  far 
less  abilities,  have  placed  themselves  beyond 
the  reach  of  wantf  The  answer  is  ohviooa. 
That  period  of  their  Uvea,  the  period  that  fixes 
the  habits  and  course  of  bnmness  on  ns  all,  and 
enables  ns,  while  our  wants  are  few,  to  accu- 
mulate a  fund  that  shall  keep  in  advance  of  our 
subsequent  increasing  expenses,  you  re<^aired  of 
them  for  your  service ;  and  for  a  service,  too, 
that,  above  all  others,  peculiarly  disquaJifies 
men  for  the  successful  pursuit  of  the  ordinary 
concerns  of  life.  And,  sir,  had  you,  when 
these  eervioea  were  over — ^wnen  yon  no  longer 
had  an  enemy  to  meet— what  they  had 
achieved  all  yon  erar  expected  or  wished— 
when  Qm  condition  on  meitr  part  had  been 
faithfttUy  performed,  and  th^  right  to  the  re* 
ward  had  vested  and  become  atwolnte^had 
yon  then  made  good  your  engagements,  these 
men  would*  now  be  in  a  very  different  situar 
tion.  Their  half  pay  for  life  wonld  have  ren- 
dered their  journey  easy,  not  only  from  the 
close  of  the  war  to  this  time,  but  tiirough  the 
reminder  of  their  days.  Let  us  look,  for  a 
moment,  to  the  process  by  which  they  were 
divested  of  these  annuities,  to  which  they  had 
become  £^rly  and  completely  entitled.  I  mean 
the  mnoh-tuked-of  ocnnmatatioa  act  of  1788. 
In  eonaideratiott  that  they  woold  release  jaa. 
from  these  annttitiea,  yon  promised  to  ^ve 
them  five  yeara'  ftdl  pay  Id  money,  w  stock 
bearing  interest,  to  lie  equivalent  to  money. 
The  project  was  entirely  your  own,  and  these 
very  petitioners,  being  the  younger  part  oS  the 
officers  of  the  army,  were,  u  a  measure,  forced 
into  its  acceptance. 

The  act  itself  was  arbitrary  and  coercive.  It 
did  not  leave  the  officers  free  to  act,  to  exercise 
their  own  Judgment,  and  individually  to  ded^ 
whether  they  would  accept  or  rc;ject  its  pro- 
viuons,  but  confined  its  aoceptanoe  to  lines  and 
corps — thereby  phu^  it  in  the  power  of  a  few 
prominent  oommancters,  in  effect,  to  dedde  for 
a  whole  line  or  corps.  Government  well  knew 
this  five  years'  pay  was  altogether  an  inade- 
quate consideration  for  the  annuitiM  to  be  re- 
linquished ;  they  knew,  too,  that  the  officers 
were  destitute  and  their  families  suffering; 
and,  above  all,  they  and  the  world  knew, 
that  the  recommendation  of  their  great  Com- 
mander had  the  force  of  law  upon  a  minority 
of  every  line  and  corps  in  the  army.  Hence  it 
was  that  this  golden  Dait  was  held  out  to  these 
half-famished  men ;  it  was  to  be  cash  in  hand, 
or  such  stock  as  should  be  equivalent ;  it  was 
to  uiaUe  them  at  once  advantageously  to  es- 
tablish themselves  in  civil  pursuits;  U would 
afford  immediate  relief  to  their  presnng  necea* 
nties,  and,  more  than  all  the  zest^  it  had  the 
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^}probatioii  of  their  Oommander,  whose  Jodg- 
ment  they  ooald  not  doubt.  Btill  it  waa  a  eao- 
rifice ;  even  had  it  been  ponotaallj  paid,  it  was 
well  known  to  be  far  short  of  a  &ir  compensa- 
tion for  the  annuities ;  individual  election  was, 
ther^ore,  taken  aw&y,  and  nothing  bat  haUt- 
iial  oomplianoe  with  the  reqaests  of  Hair  Gor- 
wnsoen^  and  the  weH-known  wiabea  o£  tiieir 
Oonunander,  togethw  with  an  entire  unshaken 
eonfldence  and  belief  of  immediate  paymvatf 
oonid  have  indnced  them  to  part  wit^  a  greater 
good  for  one  so  maoh  lesB.  Oomrnntatitm  cer- 
tificate are  at  last  accepted  by  linea  and  corps 
— GoTemmeot,  and  not  the  offioera,  b^g 
Judges  of  this  acceptance.  And  how,  then, 
did  they  stand?  Why,  Government  had  re- 
deemed, or,  rather,  at  a  diMount  of  two-eev- 
entha,  had  purchased  in,  these  promised  annot- 
ties,  by  a  new  promise — ^whidi  last  promise 
wa^  at  all  events,  to  be  cash  forthwitli. 

llie  officers  tfam  held  GovemtiiMit^s  notes 
for  two.  three,  or  nine  Aonsand  dollars,  re- 
BpeotiTery,  aocording  to  thdr  rank,  reodved  in 
the  fbll  nith  that  l^ier  were  to  be  immediately 
equal*  to  so  mndi  spede.  And  what  were  Hitij- 
ia  reality  worth  ?  Scarcely  as  many  hondreds 
as  yon  had  promised  the  thousands.  They 
poor,  and  their  families  destitute  and  depend- 
ent, instead  of  their  three  or  four  thousand 
dollars,  to  relieve  immediate  wonts,  and  estab- 
Ush  themselves  in  civil  pnrsuitSj  as  you  had 
promised,  and  they  had  every  reason  to  expect, 
found,  to  their  sorrow  and  utter  conftidon,  that 
the  whole  was  scarcely  equal  to  their  wants  for 
a  ungle  year. 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  operation  of  tUs  oom- 
mutation,  that  all  Qiej  ever  realised  for  their 
half  pay  for  life,  amounted  to  less  Hum  ftill  pay 
for  eight  months. 

All  this  they  bore  with  scaroely  a  murmur ; 
tiiey  had  learned  to  be  qniet  under  every  saori- 
floe  and  privation ;  they  thought  Government 
then  could  do  no  better ;  they  finvbore  in  its 
need,  and  were  silent  from  the  purest  motives. 
And  now,  shall  we  set  np  time  In  bar  of  their 
cl«m,  and  say  to  them,  we  hold  you  to  the 
strictest  letter  of  the  contract  f  Althongh  we 
run  down  our  own  paper,  and  forced  you  to 
part  with  it  for  a  mere  song ;  althou^  we  took 
advantage  of  its  depresaton,  and  boi^bt  it  in  at 
an  immense  discount,  and  our  Treasury  holds 
over  two  millions  of  aollars  speculated  out  of 
you,  in  these  very  certificates— yet,  admitting 
all  this,  we  will  not  pay  you  a  single  dollar. 
Will  thu  be  treating  them  honestly  t  To  say 
nothing  of  gratitude  or  generosity,  will  it  be 
trei^g  them  as  one  honest  man  treats  anoth- 
er i  Shall  we,  a  rich,  generooa,  and  powerful 
nation,  as  we  daily  call  ourselves — a  nation, 
too,  by  the  saoriflces,  sufferings,  and  valor  of 
t^ese  very  men—because  they  have  snffered 
under  our  iniDStice  for  more  than  forty  years, 
now  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  petition,  and  say, 
it  is  an  old  story ;  we  have  your  receipts,  and 
shall  hold  you  to  strict  le^  right?  Might 
fhaj  n(A  justly  torn  upon  us  and  inquire, 


whether,  in  the  hour  of  tite  nation^s  want  and 
peril,  when  they  were  rich  in  all  the  wealth  wa 
wi^ed  to  find  in  tfaem^oonn^  pabriot^na, 
and  strength — ^they  ever  beld  the  Government 
to  the  letter  of  the  contract  with  them  t  Did 
they  evw  reftise  to  march  or  meet  the  enen^, 
beoMise  ibt^  mn  not  paid  and  fed  as  the  Got^ 
eniment  had  womlaeat  It  is  trne^  Gasnl 
Waahingtcm  imbrrns  tts,  tiiat,  so  miseraUy  w«n 
they  cud,  tbey  lefbsed  to  meet  or  see  iiu&r 
friends,  but  nevOTth^raiemy.  And,Eir,  whoi 
the  war  was  onr— wbsn  they  had  conquered 
peace,  and  won  a  nation  by  their  valcw — ^when 
they  bad  the  power  in  thur  own  hands — did 
they,  even  then,  thongh  insidiously  advised  so 
to  do,  hold  the  Government  to  the  lettw  d  tlw 
contract  I  In  fine,  or,  go  through  the  history 
of  Ute  Revolution,  you  will  not  find  an  inetanoa 
where  ttie  good  of  their  country's  service  haa 
not  outweighed,  with  them,  every  private  con- 
sideration. It  exhibits  a  oontinoed  aeriea  at 
oonoesaions  on  the  part  of  tbe  army,  to  the 
wants  of  tbe  Government  for  promiaea  never 
ftilfllled.  They  uniformly  yielded  as  tbe  Qov- 
emmait  request^  and  all  they  ever  yet  ban 
reoeived  is  unpeiformed  promises  and  starvii^ 
resolves  of  gratitude ;  and  all  they  now  ask  is 
a  part  only  of  what  your  Treasury  has  made 
by  a  forced,  unequal  baivain ;  not  what  they 
have  lost  by  your  total  failure  to  meet  your 
enmgemente,  but  what  your  Treasury  has  ao- 
tuuly  saved  and  made  at  their  expense.  The 
country  now  is  abundantly  able,  and,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, is  anxious,  that  these  claims  should  ba 
not  only  equitaUy,  but  gawronaly  adjusted. 
SurnKtse,  sir,  these  certifieatse  bad  not  bean 
fonded,  and  the  officers  now  held  them,  and 
had  andmaed  every  dollar  and  oMit  Oovem- 
ment  ever  paid  for  them,  and  yet  a  balanoa 
remdned  dne — ^is  there  a  man  in  this  natton 
who  would  say  such  balance  oo^t  not  to  be 
pud  I  I  believe  not  And  yet,  as  reepecta  ttia 
Government  and  tiiese  oertificates,  this  is  the 
precise  case.  And  a  part  only  of  this  balance 
18  all  Hie  petitionerB  now  aak,  and  is  what  the 
bill  now  befwe  us  proposes  to  grant.  It  ia,  to 
be  sure,  but  a  mite  compared  with  what  they 
ouf^t  and  would  have  received,  had  Govern- 
ment aude  good  their  contraot  by  the  hooeat 
pument  of  uie  annoittea  by  a  ftaU  and  seaKOi- 
aue  redfflnptim  <^  tbniT  eertifioatea,  as  was 
promised  and  expected.  It  haa  been  said,  if 
we  grant  the  praytt'  of  these  surriTWB,  wa 
shall  have  the  widows  and  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased nwni  us.  This,  sir,  is  not  an  argument 
agunst  the  equity  oS  the  «daim.  The  oqectics 
is  imaginary ;  it  is  a  consequence  that  may  or 
may  not  result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
and  when  the  case  shall  oome  before  Gongresa, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  conmdtf  it  But 
even  were  it  certain  that  we  should  be  called 
on  by  tbe  heirs  of  the  deoeased,  to  say  nothing 
of  t^e  distiDetion  between  personal  and  hereo- 
itary  merit,  is  it  a  sound  reason  for  not  d(HU 
Justice  to  eaoh  as  have  alrea(b^  ^ipUed  t  It£s 
Sluing  wa  am  one  tfaonMsd  pwaaaia;  Anr 
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bmidred  here  i^ipHed  tor  pay ;  if  w«  pay  th«w, 
po^bly  some  tk  the  remmmng  six  hundred 
may  ^>ply,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  pw  all 
onr  honeet  orediton ;  tiierefore,  it  U  Ja^  hon- 
eet,  honorable,  and,  above  all,  it  b  expedient, 
to  pay  none. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  whole  army, 
inehiding  officers  and  men,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  amounted  to  little  more  than  thirteen 
thonsand ;  uid  it  ia  to  these  offloers  only  that 
the  resolve  of  1780  extended.  It  is  not,  there- 
fbre,  to  be  soppoeed,  t^at  more  than  one  thon- 
sand daimants  nnder  thos  aot,  of  erezy  desoiip- 
tioo,  inehiding  snrvivora,  widows,  and  helre, 
oonld  be  fooud  to  apply ;  so  tha^  shonld  all 
eome  in,  they  will  hio^y  take  from  tiie  Tteaa- 
wy  the  mm  it  has  gained  by  the  commutation, 
nor  will  it  be  so  ^eatly  impoT«iahed  as  gen- 
tlemen may  ima^poe.  And  whatever  debt  it 
might  leave  ns  to  pay,  I  woold  sooner  {near  it 
tiian  let  this  opportnaity  of  evincing  the  na- 
tion^B  jnstioe  and  oratitade  pass  unimproved. 

In  advocating  the  claim  of  the  officer,  I  am 
not  mmiiadftd  of  the  private  soldier.  Host 
heartily  shall  I  give  the  bill  for  their  relief  my 
sapport,  what  it  eomes  beftwa  ns ;  and  sow 
generous  relief  as  may  be  ematstent  -with  onr 
■leans,  I  treat  will  be  extmded  to  the  deaorr- 
ing  patriots  of  the  Bevolntionary  amdes. 

JCr.  BuoRAHAK  spoke  as  follows : 

lb.  Obainnan :  It  is  with  extreme  relnc- 
tance  I  rise  at  this  time  to  address  yon.  I 
have  made  no  preparation  to  speak,  exowt  that 
€i  cw^lly  reading  the  docnmenta  whioh  have 
been  laid  npon  oar  taldes;  bnt  a  orins  seems  to 
have  urived  in  this  debate,  when  the  friends  of 
the  bi^  if  ever,  must  come  forward  in  its  snp- 
port.  I  do  not  oonnder  that  the  claim  of  the 
officers  of  the  Revolution  resta  upon  gratitude 
akme.  It  is  not  an  appeal  to  yonr  generosity 
only ;  bnt  to  your  Jnanoe.  Ton  owe  them  a 
den,  in  the  strioteat  sense  of  the  word  t  and  of 
a  nature  so  mwitoriotu,  tliat,  if  yon  aball  re- 
fitsB  to  pay  it,  the  nation  will  be  disgraoed. 
Formerly,  when  tiieir  claim  was  presented  to 
Congress,  we  had,  at  least,  an  apology  for  re- 
jecting it.  The  eonntry  was  not  then  in  a  con- 
dition to  dischaige  this  debt,  without  incon- 
vemienoe.  Bot  now,  after  forty  years  have 
dapeed  since  ita  cre^on,  with  a  Treasnry 
overflowing,  and  a  national  debt  so  dimiidshed, 
tiiat,  with  ordinary  economy,  it  most,  in  a  very 
fow  years,  be  discharged,  these  officers,  the 
leUoa  of  that  band  which  achieved  your  inde- 
pendmoe,  again  j^esent  themselves  befnre  yon, 
and  again  ask  yon  for  Jnstiee.  nieydonotaafc 
yon  to  be  genwooa— 4hey  do  not  tak  yon  to  be 
grat^fal— but  they  ask  yon  to  pay  the  debt 
which  ma  the  price  of  ymir  independence.  I 
tertn  it  a  debt,  nr ;  and  it  is  one  founded  upon 
«  moat  wtAaam  contract,  with  whioh  these  offi- 
eers  bsvB  compiled,  both  in  its  letter  ud  in  its 
spirit ;  whibt  you  nave  vitdated  iU  Its  obliga- 
tions. 

Let  ua  spvai  a  few  moments  in  tracing  the 
history  oi  this  daim.  It  arose  out  of  the  dls- 
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tresses  of  the  Continental  army,  dnrioff  the 
Bevolntionary  war ;  and  the  utter  inability  of 
the  Government,  at  that  time,  to  relieve  tbem. 
What,  sir,  was  the  situation  of  that  army, 
when  it  lay  encamped  at  the  Valley  Forge  f 
They  were  naked,  and  hongry,  and  barefoot. 
Pestilence  and  famine  stalked  abroad  throngh 
the  camp.  The  first  blase  of  patriotism  which 
had  animated  the  country,  and  famished  the 
army  with  its  officers,  had  begmi  to  die  away. 
These  officers  perceived  that  the  contest  would 
be  long,  and  bloody,  and  donbtftiL  They  had 
felt,  by  sad  experience,  that  the  depreciated 
pay  which  they  receiveo,  so  for  tmm  enablinc 
tbem  to  impart  assistance  to  their  wives  and 
children,  or  hoard  np  any  thing  for  fhtnrity, 
was  not  sufficient  to  fu^ily  their  own  absolnte 
and  immediate  wants.  Placed  in  tins  ^nation, 
they  were  daily  sending  in  their  resi^atioua^ 
and  abandoning  the  cause  of  their  countir. 
In  this  alarming  crisis,  Washington  eameslly 
recommended  to  Congress  to  grant  the  officers 
half  pay,  to  commence  after  the  close  of  the 
contest,  as  the  only  remedy  for  these,  evils, 
within  their  power.  The  country  was  not  then 
aUe  to  remunwate  the  ofl^wrs  foar  tiie  immense 
and  unequal  sacrifices  which  they  were  making 
in  its  oaose.  All  that  it  could  uien  do  waa  to 
{Hreeent  them  a  prospect  of  h^pier  days  to 
come,  on  which  nope  might  rest  With  this 
view.  Congress,  in  May,  1t88,  adopted  a  reso- 
lution allowing  the  officers,  who  should  con- 
tinue in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  half 
pay  for  sev^i  years.  This  resolution  produced 
tmt  a  partial  e£Fect  upon  the  army.  The  time 
of  its  continuance  was  to  be  but  short ;  and 
there  were  conditions  annexed  to  it,  which,  in 
many  casM,  woul^hhave  rendered  it  entirely 
inoperative. 

tn  August,  1779,  Congress  again  acted  upon 
thia  ant^Mt,  and  reatdTcid,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  aeveral  States  to  grant  half  p^ 
for  life  to  the  officers  who  should  continue  bi 
the  servioe  to  t^e  end  of-  the  war."  This  re- ' 
commendation  was  disregarded  by  every  State 
ia  the  Union,  with  one  exception ;  and  I  feel 
proad  that  Pennsylvania  was  that  State.  She 
not  only  granted  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  her  own  line,  but  she  fomished  them 
with  clothing  and  with  providons.  Thus, 
when  the  General  GovMnment  became  unable 
to  discharge  its  duty  to  her  officers  and  sol- 
diers, she  voluntarily  interposed  and  relieved 
their  distresses.  Gen.  Washington,  when  urg- 
ing upon  Congress  the  neoesnty  of  n-anting  to 
tiie  offloers  half  p^  for  Hfe,  pcnnted  to  those 
of  the  Penn^lvania  line^  as  an  exain^  of  the 
beneficial  consequences  whioh  had  resulted 
from  tiiat  measure. 

Congress  at  length  became  oonvinced  ot  the 
necessity  of  granting  to  the  ContUiental  officera 
half  pay  for  life.  Without  pay  and  withoat 
dothing,  they  had  become  didieartened,  and 
were  about  abandoning  the  service.  The  dark- 
est period  of  the  Revolution  had  arrived,  and 
tiiere  wu  bnt  one  ray  <^  hope  left,  to  peeetrate 
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tt«  impeiidinff  gloom  wl]l<^  hmg  over  the 
trmj.  The  omoen  were  willing  stiJl  to  endare 
priTtttionfl  and  snfferingB,  if  they  conld  obtain 
an  aeanranoe  that  they  would  be  remembered 
by  Hieir  ooimtry,  after  it  ahoold  be  blessed 
■with  peace  and  independoaoe.  They  well  knew 
Oongress  oonld  not  relieve  their  present  wants; 
all,  werefore,  they  asked,  was  the  promise  of  a 
ftatare  provision.  Congress  at  length,  in  Ooto- 
bier,  1780,  neolved,  «  £at  half  pay  for  Hfe  be 
panted  to  the  offioen  In  fhe  anny  (tf  the  Unit- 
M  States,  who  shall  oontilniie  in  Berrioe  to  the 
end  of  the  war," 

Before  the  adoptim  ct  tbta  resolntion,  ao 
desperate  had  been  onr  condition,  that  even 
Washington  apprehended  a  dissolution  of  the 
army,  and  had  began  to  despair  of  the  saooess 
of  our  o»iae.  We  have  his  aathority  for  de- 
claring, that,  immediately  after  its  adoption, 
oar  prospects  brightened ;  and  it  prodnced  the 
most  happy  effects.  The  state  of  tiie  army 
was  instantiy  changed.  The  ofBcers  beoame 
aatbfied  with  their  oondition,  and,  nnder  their 
oommand,  the  army  marched  to  viotoiy  and 
todependenoei  They  MthAilly  and  patriot- 
ioally  performed  every  obligation  imposed  nixm 
them  by  the  solemn  contract  into  which  th^ 
had  entered  with  their  conntry. 

How,  ifo,  did  yon  perftmn  tUs  contnot  on 
your  parti  No  sooner  had  the  dangers  of  war 
ceased  to  threaten  oor  existence — no  sooner 
had  peace  retamed  to  bless  onr  shores,  than 
we  forgot  those  benefactors,  to  whom,  onder 
Providence,  we  owed  oor  independence.  We 
then  b^an  to  discover  that  It  was  contrary  to 
ii»  geniDS  of  onr  B^nblican  institntions  to 
grant  pensioiu  toe  Ufla.  The  Jealousy  of  the 
people  was  ronsed,  and  thdr  ftan  excdted. 
They  dreaded  the  creation  of  a  privileffed 
order.  I  do  not  mean  to  censnre  them  fbr  uiis 
f^ing  of  ill-dlreeted  jealonsy,  because  Jeal- 
ousy is  the  natural  goaraian  of  liberty. 

In  tills  emergence,  how  did  the  Continental 
officers  actt  In  sooh  a  manner  as  no  otiter 
officers  of  a  viotoriotu  army  had  ever  acted  be- 
fore. For  the  ptupose  of  allaying  the  appre- 
faenrioDS  of  their  nllow-oitizens,  and  oomply- 
ing  with  the  wishes  of  Congress,  they  consent- 
ed to  aooept  five  years'  fbll  pay,  in  commata- 
tion  for  their  half  pivy  for  life.  This  commuta- 
tion was  to  be  paid  in  money,  or  seoorities 
were  to  be  ^vm  on  faatarest  at  six  per  oent.,  as 
OongresB  diould  And  most  cMivenient. 

Did  the  Government  ever  perform  this  thetr 
aaeond  stipulation  to  the  officers?  I  answer, 
no.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Kitohxll)  was  entirely  mistaken  in  the  history 
of  the  times,  when  he  asserted  that  the  oom- 
mntatioa  certificates  of  the  officers  enabled 
them  to  porchase  fairaa,  or  commence  trade, 
upon  leaving  the  army.  Congress  had  not  any 
ftinds  to  pledge  for  their  redemption.  They 
made  requisitions  upon  the  States,  which  shared 
the  same  fate  with  maoy  others,  and  were  en- 
tirely disregarded.  The  Uiih  and  the  honor  of 
tba  ooatttry,  whilst  th^  were  intrusted  to  thir- 


[Anot  18S6. 

teen  independtttt  and  Jealous  State  sovereign-' 
ties,  were  almost  always  forfeited.  We  then 
had  a  General  Government  which  had  not  the 
power  of  enforcing  its  own  edicts.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that,  when  the  officers  received 
their  certificates,  they  were  not  worth  more 
than  about  one-fifth  'of  their  nominal  value, 
and  they  very  soon  fell  to  one-eighth  of  that 
amount 

Vr.  Bmaam  said,  the  inl^Jeot  under  con- 
ridraationf  if  not  the  most  important  Is  cciv 
tainly  as  interesting  as  any  upon  wnich  wa 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  required  to  deliberata 
during  the  present  sesnon.  It  is,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  last  demand  that  will  be  made  upon 
the  justice  of  this  Government,  and  to  gentie- 
men  who  are  not  dispmed  to  regard  the  appli- 
cation in  that  light,  I  may  say,  it  is  the  last  ap- 
peal that  will  be  made  to  its  magnanimity  and 
liberality,  by  a  class  of  men  endeared  to  us  by 
some  of  our  fondest  and  proudest  recollections. 

The  memoriaUsts  ask  for  the  equitable  per- 
formance of  a  contract.  The  first  proper  subject 
of  inquiiy,  then,  will  be,  whether  such  a  con- 
tract ever  erieted,  and,  if  it  did,  whether  the  en- 
gagements of  the  respective  parties,  or  either, 
have  been  perfor[ned--if  the  contract  was  fair- 
ly made— If  the  terms  were  fhlfiUed  on  the 
part  of  the  memorialists,  and  not  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  strict  accordance  with  its  letter 
and  spirit  This  being  the  only  mode  of  re- 
dress within  the  reach  of  the  injured  party,  as 
the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people,  on  whom 
the  duty  rests,  and  dothed  with  the  power  of 
dispensing  justice,  we  are  under  the  strongest 
moral  obu^iticm  not  to  withheld  it  J  will 
now  proceed  to  a  very  brief  acamlnatdn^  th« 
fiwto  of  the  ease. 

Was  there  a  oontraet  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  memorialists;  and  what  wer« 
its  termaf  It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than 
merdy  advert  to  the  oondition  of  the  country 
and  army,  at  the  eventftil  period  of  1778.  The 
spirit  of  enthusiann  whicn  had  animated  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army ;  which  bad 
induced  them,  regardless  of  personal  conse- 

auences,  to  abandon  their  private  pursuits  and 
leir  domestic  comforts,  and,  at  the  imminent 
ri^  of  life,  and  of  every  thing  dear  to  them,  to 
engage  in  a  desperate  conflict,  had  begun  to 
abate ;  and,  nr,  it  is  neither  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise nor  oi  censure,  that  it  was  so.  Th^  had 
anstdned  neai^  three  years  of  (sMl  var, 
marked  by  every  species  of  horror  and  ou^ 
rage.  'They  had  fbaiiessly  obeyed  every  requi- 
sition of  the  Government  whether  it  required, 
them  to  act  amidst  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
North,  or  on  the  burning  sands  of  the  South. 
They  had  endured  nake&ess  and  famine,  and 
opposed  tbem'selves  to  danger  and  death,  in  bS 
theur  terrible  varieties.  Their  services  and  suf- 
ferings are  matters  of  history,  and  familiar  to 
us  alL  To  have  expected  more  from  them,  or 
a  longer  endurance  of  the  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  calamities  under  which  they  labored, 
without  the  futiire  prospect  of  indemni^  or 
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reward,  would  have  been  attribatioK  to  them 
powers  aad  virtnes  with  which  mortal  man  has 
not  been  endowed. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  Bay,  that  the  opinions 
of  General  Wa^iDgtoa,  on  this  sabject,  are  en- 
titled to  implicit  regiurd ;  and  I  bee  leave  to 
read,  as  an  item  of  testimony,  a  Bingle  sentence 
from  his  letter  to  a  committee  of  Congress,  in 
which  he  represents  the  condition  of  the  army. 
It  is  dated  29th  Jannary,  1778.  lie  says :  "  It 
is  not,  indeed,  eonsisteot  with  reason  or  jnstice 
to  expect,  that  one  set  of  men  shoold  make  a 
sacrlace  of  propertv,  domestic  ease,  and  hap- 
piness, encounter  the  rigors  of  the  iield,  tlie 
perils  and  Ticissitades  of  war,  to  obtain  those 
blessings  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  com- 
mon with  them,  wi^ont  some  adequate  com- 
pensation. It  most  also  be  a  comfortless  re- 
flection to  aaj  man,  that,  after  he  may  have 
contribnted  to  secure  the  rights  of  his  country, 
at  tho  ri^  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his  for- 
tune, there  would  be  no  provision  mode  to  pre- 
vent himsdf  and  fitmily  from  sinking  into  indi- 
gence and  wretchedness.** 

In  the  same  communication,  he  expressed  his 
appreheosiooa  that,  unless  something  was  done 
to  reanimate  tlieir  languishing  zeal,*'  the  total 
dissolation  of  the  army  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. And  he  warmly  recommended  a  half 
pay  or  pension  establishment,  as  a  desirable 
and  salutary  measure.  What  then  was  the 
condition  of  the  parties?  The  oSteers  had  ren- 
dered vast  and  unrequited  services  to  the  conn- 
try.  In  the  langna^  of  the  Commander-in- 
Cbiei^^  "an  entire  disinclination"  to  the  ser- 
vice, in  its  then  sh^M,  had  taken  place.  Fre- 
quent resignations,  aim  more  frequent  appli- 
cations for  permisdon  to  resign,  were  aaiij 
hi4>pening,  and  frtmi  <^Soers  of  the  greatest 
merit  They  were  under  no  legal  or  moral 
obligaUon  to  continue.  They  cotild  have  quit 
the  army,  not  only  wiUiout  mshonor,  but  enti- 
tled to  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  A  liut- 
itess  of  discipline  among  the  soldiers,  owing  to 
the  depressed  spirit  of  the  officers,  iond  the 
general  distress  of  the  army,  was  rapidly  pre- 
vailing. Hod  the  officers  then  abandoned  the 
service,  their  places,  if  supplied  at  all,  must 
have  been  filled  by  men  without  militory  skill 
or  experience,  who  would  have  been,  alike,  the 
subjects  of  contempt  to  the  enemy  and  to  tho 
troops  over  whom  they  were  placed  in  com- 
mand. In  Hich  a  state  of  offlurs,  it  requires  no 
^irit  of  prophecy  to  predict  a  total  dratructton 
to  the  cause. 

At  tills  important  crisis,  Congress,  with  the 
view  of  retaining  the  officers  in  the  service, 
and  as  an  indncement  for  them  to  continue,  re- 
solved, "  that  officers  who  should'  continue  in 
service  to  tho  end  of  the  war,  should  have  half 
pay  for  seven  years  from  the  establishment  of 
peace."  In  1779,  by  a  resolution,  they  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  grant  to  the 
officera  of  the  respective  lines,  who  should  con- 
tinue in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  half  pay 
for  111^  The  State  of  PennaylTOida  was  the 
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only  one  which  made  such  a  grant,  and  wheth- 
er it  was  in  pursuance  of  the  requiration  of 
Congress  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  was. 
however,  totally  ne^eeted  on  the  part  of  all 
the  other  St^»s.  In  1780,  at  .the  most  gloomy 
period  of  war,  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  system  of  Jtistioe  and  sound  policy,  re- 
solved that  lialf  pay  for  life  be  granted  to  tho 
officers  in  the  army  of  the  Unit^  States,  who 
shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  tho 
war." 

"We  will  now  inquire,  sir,  how  this  contract 
was  performed  on  the  port  of  the  Government. 
In  November,  1782,  the  preliminary  articles 
of  peace  were  signed.  Hostilities  soon  after- 
wards ceased.  The  independence  of  the  colo- 
nies was  acknowledged.  The  chain  that  bound 
them  to  the  British  throne  was  parted  forever; 
and  the  United  States  took  the  rank  of  a  sover- 
eign nation.  The  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  was  performed.  Their  duties  con- 
summated. Ko  considerations  of  expediency 
or  policy  could  then  justify  the  Government  in 
a  failure  on  its  part,  or  sancUon  on  evasion  of 
the  obligation.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  test  the 
principle  in  this  case  by  the  sense  of  honor  and 
probity  by  which,  as  honest  men,  th^  are 
governed  in  their  own  transactions.  The 
fundamental  principles  of  justice  are  universal; 
and  though  Governments  have  the  power,  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  disregard  them. 
But  we  will  pursue  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tion to  its  termination.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  war.  Congress,  for  reasons  known  to  us 
all,  was  unable  to  provide  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  wrears  due  to  the  army,  or  for 
sccuriog  to  the  officers  the  stipend  promised  by 
their  resolution  of  ^e  year  1780. '  A  new  en- 
gagement was  then  tendered  to  the  officers  in 
lieu  of  the  provi^ons  of  that  resolution.  And 
here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  says  this  en- 
gagement was  entered  into  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  officers.  I  believe,  sir,  on  recurring  to 
the  history  of  the  times,  he  will  find  that  such 
is  not  the  fact.  I  tliink  it  more  probable,  sir, 
as  stated  by  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  MiTCHBLi,)  that  the  measure  was 
forced  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress  by 
the  clamors  of  the  citizens,  who  conceived  a 
pension  establishment  to  be  inconsistent  wil^ 
the  policy  of  a  Republican  Government.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  it  certunly  originated  with 
Congress,  and  was  not  adopted  in  pursuance  of 
any  request  from  the  officers  tlieniselves.  la 
Itorch,  1788,  Congress  adopted  a  resolution  in 
the  following  terms : 

*'  That  five  years  ftill  pay  should  be  given  to  tha 
officers,  In  money  or  secunties,  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  should  oe  most  coa-i 
venient  to  Congress,  to  be  paid  as  to  other  creditors 
of  the  United  States,  hi  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life. 
Provided,  however,  that  this  commutation  be  ac-  * 
ccptcd  or  refused  by  lines  and  corps,  and  not  by 
officers  in<Uvidually ;  and  that  such  acoeptanoe  or 
refiisal  sbotdd  be  signified  by  the  CemmanderJiiP 
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Chirf  to  CoDgreas,  from  the  lines  under  bis  imme- 
diate command,  in  two  moatlis.'* 

To  this  offer  the  officers  of  the  army  ao- 
ceded;  certain  certificates,  on  which  I  shall 
hereafter  remark,  were  BTi'bseqnently  issned 
and  accepted  by  them.  This  resolation  was 
intended  by  Congress  as  a  snbstitnte  for  the 
resolution  of  1780.  It  is  now  contended  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  by  the 
officers,  operated  as  a  fhU  and  complete  dis- 
charge to  the  Government  from  the  obligations 
of  the  former  resolation.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  that  thwe  was  not  a  performance  on 
the  part  of  the  GOTernmoit  of  this  new  con- 
tract; and  that  the  fblfilment  of  it  was  in  the 
nature  oi  a  eonditicoi  precedent  to  the  binding 
effect  of  the  acceptance  by  the  officers.  By 
the  resolution,  Congress  agreed  to  give  in 
money  or  securities ;  and  snch  were  its  terms 
at  the  time  the  commotation  was  accepted  by 
the  officers.  I  wish  it  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  agreement  to  the  commutation  and 
ih&  subsequent  acceptance  of  the  certificates 
were  distinct  acts,  and  took  place  nnder  very 
different  circnmstances.  Oimgress,  in  parsn- 
ance  of  this  new  engagement,  did  not  give  in 
money.  And  it  vnll  not  be  pretended  that 
the  certificates  which  th^  afterwards  issned 
even  partook  of  the  natnre  of  secarities.  By 
aecnritiea,  we  nnderrtand  some  valuable  prop- 
erty, some  dlsUnct  fhnd  set  ^art  an^  ipediu- 
ly  appropriated  as  a  guarantee  fbr  payment 
The  certificates  which  were  ismed  were  mere- 
ly evidences  of  the  debts  which,  by  the 
resolation,  they  had  agreed,  as  one  m  the 
alternatives,  to  secure;  and  that  they  were 
not  secnrities  in  fact  was  proved  by  their  al- 
most total  failure,  in  the  hands  of  the  nnfortn- 
nate  men  who  were  deluded  by  the  acceptance 
of  them.  In  agreeing  to  the  commutation,  we 
are  bound  to  infer  that  the  officers  understood 
and  believed  they  were  to  receive  what  they 
had  consented  to  rejgard  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  valuaUe  lien  which  they  had  on  the  public 
'  ftith,  for  the  povision  of  half-pay  imder  the 
resdutimt  of  1760 ;  and  raoh  were  undoabtedly 
the  Induoementa  held  out  to  them  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. That  the  certificates  wmch  were 
Issued  as  a  eranplianoe  with  the  resolution, 
were  ctf  comparatively  trifling  value;  and  that, 
in  most  instanoea,  the  officers  parted  with  them 
for  gums  infinitely  less  than  their  nominal 
amount^  are  matters  of  pnblic  notoriety.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  the  depreciation  was  ow- 
ing to  inability,  or  wont  of  due  ezertaons  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  provide  such 
securities  for  their  payment  as  would  keep  the 
certificates  at  their  par  value  in  the  market. 
It  is  sufficient  that  it  was  not  attributable  to 
causes  within  Hm  oontnd  of  those  who  htSA 
them ;  and  whatever  wxy  be  the  rale  of  law 
or  morals  that  would  govern  an  Individual  in 
a  irimilar  ease,  it  is  not  for  the  Qoramnent, 
under  such  peculiar  dronmstanees,  to  say  that 
the  holders  parted  with  them  Toluntarily,  and 
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that  they  mi^t  have  retfuned  them  until  they 
were  restored  to  their  nominal  value.  In  de- 
tenniniug  the  rule  of  equity  that  ought  to  gov- 
ern in  such  a  case,  a  due  cuuideration  should 
be  had  to  the  utnation  and  omdition  of  the 
parties.  Did  the  ofiioere  agree  to  accept  the 
commutation  voluntarily  ? 

Infiuenced  by  the  same  feelings  of  patriotism 
that  ori^nally  induced  them  to  t^e  up  arma 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  country,  when 
the  object  was  attained,  th^-  consented  to  lay 
them  down  and  disperse.  Tney  thus  abandon- 
ed the  power  which  they  certainly  had,  of  con- 
trolling the  operations  of  the  Government,  and 
comp^ing  a  redress  of  their  individual  gnev- 
ances — a  power  to  the  exercise  of  which  they 
were  excited  by  the  most  poweriEnl  motives — 
and  in  refruning  from  the  use  of  it,  they  gave 
an  evidence  of  pure  and  h<dy  devotion  to  the 
liberty  and  happiaess  of  thdr  coontry,  which 
is  witiioot  a  ^allel  in  tin  hiitoiy  w  fbnnw 
ages.  The  Government  was  thus  left  secure 
in  its  power  to  act  as  circumstances  or  policy 
mi^t  dictate.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  ^Mr.  Heicpbiu.)  has  ronarked  that 
no  censure  is  due  to  the  Government  in  this 
transaction.  I  confess,  sir,  that  on  a  critical 
examination  of  the  whole  afiidr,  my  mind  had 
almost  arrived  at  a  different  coDclDEi(m.  The 
resolation  of  1788  would  almost  seem  to  have 
been  drawn  in  anticipation  of  audi  a  state  of 
things.  I  wMl  not  say  that  it  was  the  work  of 
a  crafty  politician— bat  I  will  aay,  that  the 
terms  of  it  were  cakmlated  most  enbctually  to 
mislead  the  judgments  of  the  class  of  men  <» 
whom  it  was  intended  to  operate.  The  prom- 
ise was,  to  pay  in  mtmey  or  seearitfes,  at  the 
opti<Mi  of  Government.  The  resolution  was 
passed  in  Ibroh ;  the  agreement  to  accept  the 
commutation  made  the  Summer  following— 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  agreement  to  accept  the  com- 
mutation— ^the  certificates  were  issued  the  'Win- 
ter following.  It  is  a  matter  of  demonstration 
by  welT-aacertuned  rules  of  calculation,  that 
the  amount  thus  offered,  even  if  paid  in  its 
best  terms^  was  not  a  ^r  equivalent  for  the 
ri^t  which  the  offloen  reUnqnished. 

TmsDAT,  April  2S. 
Smohitwnary  Cfffleen, 

The  House,  <m  motion  of  Mr.  Ermphili, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  WsBSTEB  in  the  chur,  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the  amy  at 
the  Revolution." 

Mr.  Dhatton  addressed  the  committee. 

The  object  of  this  bill,  sud  Mr.  D.,  is  to  pro- 
vide a  compensation  for  a  loss  which  the  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  Berolntion  liave  sustained 
in  oonseqnenoe  of  th^  not  reotiving  what  they 
were  mtitied  tok  The  qneetkn  to  ne  rescAved 
is,  What  were  they  entitled  tof  And  the 
solution  to  this  question  will  be  afforded  by  a 
brief  statemoit  of  the  facts. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  ngmmittee^ 
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in.  ezplididiig  and  enfordng  liie  caw  of  the  daim- 
anU,  was  noder  the  necessity  of  referring  to  a 
nninoer  of  documents,  letters,  and  resolntions 
of  CfHi^reas;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  Tarietj 
of  detuls  and  arithmetical  calculations,  whidi 
anarotdably  rendered  his  statements  long,  and 
apparentlf  complicated.  Prom  these  causes, 
although  his  statement  was  dear  and  satisfac- 
tory, the  poiots  which  shoold,  ezdosivelT, 
r^nlAte  onr  judgments,  maj  have  escaped 
some  of  the  members  of  the  committee.  I 
shall,  therefore,  endeavor,  in  Uie  remarks 
which  I  propose  makiag,  to  confine  myself  to 
BO  mnch  of  the  ease  of  t^e  daimants  as  is 
necessary  to  a  perfsot  nnderstaa^iw  of  the 
grounds  up<m  which  it  stands ;  and  I  feel  as- 
sured, if  its  merits  are  perfbet^  understood, 
that  a  m^oritT  of  the  committee  will  be  in 
&vor  of  the  biU  which  has  been  reported. 

On  tiie  2lBt  October,  1780,  Oongress  re- 
Bolr^  that  "half  p«y  for  life  shoold  be  grant- 
ed to  the  officers  la  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  contmne  in  serrioe  to  the 
end  of  the  war." 

On  tlie  2l3t  March,  1788,  Congress  passed  a 
resolution,  "  that  five  years'  full  pay  should  be 
given  to  the  officers,  in  money,  or  in  securities, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, as  should  be  most  convenient  to  Con- 


In  November,  1788,  oertifloates  were  deliver^ 
ed  to  the  officers  for  arrears  of  pay,  uid  for  an 
amoont  equal  to  five  years^  fall  pay;  bat, 
whea  these  oertificatea  were  delivered,  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal or  the  interest,  nor  was  any  interest  ever 
paid  upon  them. 

In  1791,  when  the  ftmding  system  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  Federal  Constitution, 
came  into  operation,  new  certificates  were  de- 
livered to  the  officers;  but  the  arrears  of 
interest  due  to  them  were  funded  at  three  per 
cent,  instead  of  six,  and  the  payment  of  one- 
third  of  the  principal  was  deferred  for  ten 
yean,  without  any  intoest  Such  is  the  whole 
atstament  of  &eta  necessary  for  the  understand- 
ing <^  the  nature  wl  extent  of  the  rights  of 
the  claimants. 

From  this  statement,  I  think  it  is  evident 
that  the  resolution  of  Congress,  in  1780,  was 
a  conditional  contract,  which  became  perfect 
upon  a  oompliauce  with  the  condition  contained 
in  it.  The  officers,  by  serving  until  the  end  of 
the  war,  did  comply  with  that  condition; 
having  done  so,  under  an  executed  contract  for 
a  fall  consideration,  they  were  entitled  to  a 
compliance  with  its  terms.  If  their  case  r«sted 
here,  no  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the  strict  le- 
gality of  their  claim ;  but,  as  they  accepted  a 
rabsntntum  for  this  contract  by  acquiescing  in 
the  rescdntion  of  Haroh,  1788,  they  would  ap- 
pear to  be  bomid  by  this  snbstitatdon.  u, 
nevertheless,  the  dronmstaiioeB  nn^  which 
they  accepted,  be  taken  into  consideration,  in 
eqni^  and  justice  th^  ought  not  to  be  regaid- 
«a  asboana  byit.  The  offloen  had  leoantljr 


left  the  army :  they  were  in  a  state  of  utter 
destitution :  delay  in  obtaining  their  does  pre- 
sented to  them  the  spectacle  of  ruin,  and  the 
prospect  of  speedy  relief  operated  upon  them 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  Under  these 
excitements,  they  could  hardly  be  said  to  have 
been  capable  of  exercising  their  judgments. 
When  individuals  have  ent^^  into  bargains  in 
similar  situations,  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  a 
Court  of  Equity  to  afford  relief^  and  not  to  hold 
them  bound  under  snch  contracts.  But  admit- 
ting these  conta-aets  to  have  been  obligatory  upon 
the  officers,  they  were  anquesti(»iably  entitled 
to  a  strict  oompUanoe  wim  thdr  terms :  they 
vere  entitled  to  receive  dthw  mon^  or  sfr- 
ourities,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
which  interest  ought  to  have  been  annually  paid. 
No  other  meaning  can  fairly  be  annexed  to  tha 
resolution  of  1788,  than  that,  under  it,  either 
money  would  be  pud,  or,  that  what  was  equiv- 
alent to  money  would  be  ddivered.  Money 
would  have  yielded  an  annual  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  consequently,  the  securities  given 
in  Ueuof  money,  to  have  been  equivalent  to 
money,  should  have  carried  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,,  and  Uiat  interest  should  have  been 
annually  discharged ;  bat  no  interest  was  paid 
at  all.  Not  receiving  any  part,  either  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest^  most  <rf  the  claimants,  to  re- 
lieve Iheir  pressing  wants,  were  compelled  to 
sell  thehr  certificates,  and  did  not,  upon  an 
average,  obt^  more  for  them  than  about  one 
dollar  for  eight  dollars.  But  what  was  the 
condition  of  those  who  retdned  their  certificates 
until  1791,  when  they  were  funded?  Upon 
the  certificates  for  interest  dne,  no  more  than 
three  per  cent,  was  allowed^  and  the  payment 
of  one-third  of  the  principal,  without  any 
interest,  was  postponed  for  ten  years.  By 
these  proceedings,  did  the  officers  receive  wh^ 
they,  were  entitled  to?  The  departure  from 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  resolution  frf 
1788,  is  so  obvious,  that  no  comment  or  argu- 
ment could  render  it  plainer.  I  shall  therefore 
resort  to  none. 

Under  these  clrcamstaneea,  la  it  not  un- 
deniable that  the  Government  ^  not  comply 
with  thur  contract?  Is  it  not  a  consequence, 
equally  undeniable,  that  the  Oovemmoit  Is 
bound  to  make  good  any  loss  which  has  ac- 
crued  to  those  whom  they  have  injured  by 
fkiling  to  perform  their  contract?  Both  these 
questions  must  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
Can  any  fact  be  more  evident,  then,  than  that 
the  claimants  are  entitled  to  relief  I 

Mr,  KiDOBB  fidlowed  oa  the  same  ride  of  th« 
question. 

Alter  a  few  remarks  from  "iSr,  Bassett,  in 
oppotition  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  put  on 
filling  the  blank,  which  oontuns  tlie  appropria- 
tion, with  one  million  of  ddlaro,  and  decided 
in  the  afflimative— ayee  77,  noei  48. 

Mr,  Spbaodb  addressed  uie  ocmunittee  as  fol* 
lows : 

Mr.  Oh^rmaa:  Buffldent,  perhaps,  has  al- 
ready been  said  in  bdialf  of  the  omoen  of  th* 
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fievolntion.  I  propose  to  saj  something  for 
the  toldiwA  also.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
nent  which  has  Jnst  been  offered  the  gen- 
tleman ttom  Maseachnsetts,  (Kr.  Bbbd.)  I  be- 
lieve that  the  soldiers  of  the  Kevolation  have  a 
just  dium  upon  us  for  a  much  larger  amonnt 
than anythat has  been  proposed  to  be ^ven to 
them.  We  owe  them  a  jo^  debt,  and  it  arises 
from  onr  violations  of  onr  engagements  to  them. 
.  In  the  first  place,  as  to  their  wages.  We 
were  bound  to  have  paid  them  in  money.  This 
we  did  not  do ;  but  delivered  them  merely  pa- 
per, or  certificates  of  debt,  which  were  not 
money ;  they  were  not  the  measure  of  value : 
but  tlieir  own  volne  fluctuated,  according  to 
the  varying  opinions  of  the  times.  They  were 
an  article  of  trade  in  the  market,  end,  like  every 
other  kind  of  merchandise,  their  real  value  was 
their  market  price ;  which  was  from  an  eighth 
to  a  tenth  of  their  nominal  amount.  The  sol- 
dier, then,  was  compelled  to  receive  an  article 
at  eight  or  ten  times  its  real  worth,  so  that,  in 
fact,  he  obtained,  at  most,  but  an  eighth  part  of 
his  wages.  I  say,  at  moat ;  at  times,'  indeed,  it 
was  for  less.  The  gravert  of  onr  historians 
has  told  ua,  that,  at  one  time,  such  was  tiie  de- 

Ciation,  that  the  pay  of  a  captain  would  not 
I  furnished  the  shoes  in  which  he  marched 
against  the  enemy ;  and  many  expended  their 
little  all  in  supplying  themselves  with  the  hum- 
ble accommodations  which  their  stations  re- 
qairod.  We  have  thus  pud  to  the  soldiers  but 
a  small  fraction  of  their  wages.  Our  country 
was  in  the  condition  of  an  insolvent  debtor, 
and  made  but  a  small  dividend  among  its  cred- 
itors. Why  should  we  not  now,  when  we  have 
the  abundant  means,  make  payment  of  the  res- 
idue? It  has  bMn  said  that  we  ahould  pay 
Botiiing  now,  beoanse  it  has  cost  the  Umted 
States  t^e  fidl  nominal  amount^  aa  the  Govern- 
ment  erentnally  redeemed  th«  p^ier.  If  it 
■men  so,  what  matters  that  to  the  mdier  t  If 
ft  creditor  is  offered  an  article  at  ten  times  its 
Tfllne,  in  dischai^  of  his  demand,  is  it  of  any 
consequence  to  tell  him  how  much  it  cost  the 
debtor?  Suppose  we  had  compelled  the  soldier 
to  take  an^  other  specific  article  at  snch  an  en- 
hanced pnce,  and  he  had  remonstrated  against 
being  thus  defrauded,  would  it  be  any  answer  to 
say  to  him,  We  purchased  the  artide  on  credit, 
and  onr  credit  was  so  bad,  that  it  cost  us  much 
more  than  it  was  worth !" 

Sir,  that  which  we  did  deliver,  in  payment, 
rested  wholly  npw  oor  credit.  If  that  credit 
was  80  defisctive  that  it  cost  ns  ten  times  ita  real 
value,  is  the  whole  loss  to  be  thrown  upcm  the 
aoldierf  Was  it  Lis  fonlt  that  we  did  not  dis- 
ehaige  onr  doty,  and  sustain  our  credit  f 

Bat  again,  it  is  objected,  if  he  bad  retained 
the  ptqter  long  enough,  he  might  have  obtained 
full  payment  That  is,  if  he  had  kept  the  arti- 
cle on  hand  for  a  series  of  years,  it  might  have 
risen  in  value.  And  what  if  it  had?  Does 
not  every  one  know,  that  the  price  which  a 
thing  bears,  when  it  is  received  in  payment,  de- 
tramines  tfa«  amount  of  the  debt  thereto  di»* 
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charged,  and  that  its  subsequent  rise  or  deproa* 
sion,  cannot  increase  or  diminish  it?  And,  bc- 
sidea  this,  are  we  to  say  to  the  poor  soldier, 
who  expended  his  last  farthing  in  our  defence, 
who  coold  not  even  reach  his  home  without 
charity,  and  was  compelled  to  part  with  his 
certificate  to  save  himself  and  his  children  from 
8t8rvBti<m — shall  we  say  to  him,  you  oosht  to 
have  kept  yom:  paper  ten  long  years,  and  then 
you  might  have  obtidned  the  full  amount  t  It 
is  but  a  mockery  of  his  wrongs  to  tell  hin>-— if 
you  had  done  what  was  imposuble,  you  might 
have  been  paid.  I  will  not  pause  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  depreciation, 
because  the  reflection  of  a  moment  must  satis- 
fy every  one  that  it  very  far  exceeds  the  sum 
named  in  the  bill  ood  the  amendment 

But,  sir,  independently  of  the  depreciation, 
we  have  never  yet  piud  the  full  amount  of  the 
paper  or  certificates  which  we  compelled  the 
soldier  to  receive.  It  is  well  known  that,  in 
the  funding  of  the  public  debt,  which  took 
place  nearly  ten  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  more  than  ten  years  after  much  of 
tiie  debt  was  contracted,  the  interest  woa  not 
paid,  but  funded  on  interest  of  three  per  cent 
payable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government 
The  principal  was  not  paid ;  but  two-thirds 
was  funded  at  an  interest  of  bIx  per  cent.,  and 
interest  on  the  other  third  was  deferred  for 
ten  years.  From  this  statement  merely,  the 
loss  of  the  creditor  does  not  ajtpear  to  be  great ; 
but  in  order  to  exliibit  it  tnily,  let  us  take  an 
example,  and  compute  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
holder  of  p&pcr  for  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
simple  interest  for  ten  years,  was  six  hundred 
dollars,  which  was  funded  at  Uiree  per  cent. 
Such  was  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
high  rate  of  interest,  at  that  period,  tltat  it  has 
been  estimated  that  the  amonnt  thus  flinded, 
was  worth  bnt  fifty  per  cent.  To  be  within 
bounds,  suppose  the  fflfferenoe  to  be  one-third, 
then  the  six  hundred  dollars  thua  funded,  vaa 
worth  but  four  hundred  dollar^  and  the  loss 
was  two  hundred  dollars. 

One-third  of  the  principal  bore  no  interest 
for  ten  years.  Simple  interest  for  that  time, 
on  one-third  of  a  tnousand  dollars,  amounted 
to  two  hundred  dollars  more,  making  the  loss 
four  hundred  dollars.  Simple  interest  upon  this 
sum,  for  thirty  years,  exceeds  seven  hundred 
dollars,  which,  added  to  the  four  hundred, 
makes  the  loss  which  the  b<dder  of  paper,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thonsuid  dcUara,  lias  suf- 
fered, by  the  mode  and  time  of  paymentadopt- 
ed  by  the  Government,  to  exceed  deven  hun- 
dred dollara ;  00  that  tiie  Bum  which  we  with- 
held, out  of  ttiat  which  we  had  solemnly  prom- 
ised, in  writing,  with  simple  interest  only,  is 
now  more  than  the  original  amount  of  the 
debt. 

Again,  At  :  the  soldier  had  a  right  to  demand 
money  of  us ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  he 
was  in  tiie  utmost  distress  for  it  If  we  could 
not  pay  it,  we  should,  at  least,  have  put  the 
debt  Ml  intoest,  pay^tle  quarterly,  as  a  fund 
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debt  from  the  bef^nning.  This  we  could  have 
done ;  and  as  we  did  not,  we  are  now  bound 
to  idaee  him  in  as  good  oondltion  as  he  would 
hare  been  in  if  ve  had  perfbrmed  our  duty. 
And,  if  we  had  pud  interest  quarterly,*  oonfd 
he  not  have  realized  as  much  as  interest  com- 
poanded,  annually  f  Would  not  erery  honora- 
ble man  pay  so  much  to  an  individual  whom  he 
had  thus  wronged!  And  if  gentlemen  will 
make  the  computation  by  fbia  rule,  they  will 
find  that  we  should  now  pay  more  than  three 
thousand  dollars  to  every  one  who  was  an  orig- 
inal creditor  to  the  amount  of  one  thonsand! 
A  startling  amount  tmlj  I  Oentlemeo,  bow- 
ever,  need  not  be  alarmed ;  they  are  not  asked 
for  such  a  sum,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  Only  a 
small  part,  even  of  the  simple  interest,  is  now 
requested.  But  I  thought  it  not  amiss  to  sug- 
gest to  them  how  mnca  mi^t  be  demandra, 
vaoa  principles  which  it  wtnfed  be  diffietdt,  in 
ftimes^  to  emtest.  So  much  fbr  the  1ms  to 
our  creditor.  Was  there  not  a  corresponding 
gain  to  ourselves  ?  I  know  it  has  been  said, 
that  we  paid  and  redeemed  our  paper.  But, 
sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  that,  by  the  mode 
of  payment,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  rather,  by 
the  non-payment  of  our  domestic  debt,  we  saved 
the  full  amount  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars 
out  of  the  sum  which  we  had  expressly  prom- : 
ised— out  of  the  face  of  our  bond !  If  this  sum 
had  been  paid  or  funded,  then  we  must  have 
paid  interest  upon  it  until  the  present  time ; 
for  we  have  never  yet  been  out  of  debt ;  and 
our  national  finances  are  now  in  a  better  condi- 
tion, hy  at  least  fi^  millions  of  dollars,  than 
they  would  hare  been  if  we  had  ftaUy  paid  our 
domestic  debt.  We  have,  then,  in  our  hands, 
millions  of  dollars  which  belong  to  our 
itoTS,  and  which  sum  we  have  no  right  to 
retain,  if  they  come  forward  to  claim  it.  And 
now  the  m<»t  meritorious  of  those  creditors 
ask  for  less  than  one  year's  interest  of  that 
sum,  and  yet  we  are  told  that  we  ought  to  re- 
ject their  demand. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  might  present 
still  {nrther  claims  upon  us.  When  we  enlisted 
them  into  our  service,  we  entered  into  other 
engagements  with  thom  besides  the  payment  of 
tiieir  wages.  We  bound  ourselves  to  furnish 
them  suitaUe  food,  dothing,  tents,  and  medi- 
cines, and  all  the  neoeBsaries  of  a  soldier's  life. 
How  was  this  stipulaticm  fulfilled!  Let  our 
history,  let  Washington  himself  answer  this 
onestion.  How  often,  and  how  feelingly  do 
they  repeat  and  reiterate  the  wants  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  army,  through  our  violation  of  our 
engagements  1  They  declue  that "  actual  fam- 
ine" existed  in  the  army;  that  the  soldiers 
*'  had  been  half  the  time  without  provisions," 
and  had  "no  mi^azines,  nor  money  to  form 
them that  they  "  were  bereft  of  every  hope 
from  the  Commissaries ;  and,  at  one  time,  the 
soldiers  ate  every  kind  of  horse  food  but  hay, 
and  were  perpetually  on  the  point  of  starving.*' 
As  to  doilies,  tiiey  declare,  that  "neither  the 
bodiea  nor-  ftet  inthe  aolmenTere i^oteoted- 
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from  the  frosts  and  cold  of  the  inclement  season ; 
and,  after  being  exposed  through  the  day  to 
the  rigors  of  Winter,  ni^t  brou^t  no  relief  ;V 
that "  they  were  wiutoot  clothes  and  without 
blankets,  and  at  one  time,  amid  the  frosta  of 
Winter,  nearly  three  thousand  men  were  bve- 
foot  in  camp,  besides  the  number  confined 
to  the  hospitals  for  want  of  shoes."  And 
Washington  describes  their  distress  in  tibese 
emphatic  words :  "Our  sick,  naked!  our  well, 
naked  1  our  unfortunate  men  in  captivity, 
naked  I" 

Such,  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authorities, 
was  the  lamentable  deficiency  of  the  primary 
articles  of  food  and  clothing ;  and  that,  as  to 
all  minor  necessaries,  they  were  almt^t  un- 
known. They  tell  you  that,  in  every  depart- 
ment, the  utmost  distress  prevailed,  and  that 
many,  very  many,  sunk  under  their  accumulat- 
ed hardships;  uiat,  from  incessant  tcnl,  frma 
insufficient  and  imwholeiome  food,  from  vant 
of  vegetables,  want  of  tent&  and  want  d 
clothes,  great  sickness  prevailed;  the  hoBi^tals 
were  crowded,  and  the  medical  department  be- 
ing unproWdM,  great  mortality  followed,  and 
unusual  numbers  were  carried  from  the  hospi- 
tals to  the  grave.  Do  not  sufferings  like  Uiese 
deserve  some  consideration?  Will  not  the 
merest  niggard  of  justice,  calculating  only  dol- 
lars and  cents,  admit  that  they  have  a  right  to 
demand  from  ns  the  value  of  the  food  and 
clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  which  we 
wrongfully  withheld!  And  will  not  every 
mind,  imbued  with  sentiments  of  moral  right, 
spontaneously  declare  with  Washington,  that 
compensation  ought  also  to  be  made  to  them 
for  the  tortures  we  inflicted,  by  our  neglecL 
uid  violation  <^  our  duty!  ^e  amount  I 
will  not  attempt  to  estimate.  Let  gentlemen 
recur  to  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  consult 
their  own  hearts  and  their  own  Judgments,  and 
then  say  what  is  due  to  the  soldier,  who,  fee- 
ble, and  sinking  for  want  of  food  and  suste- 
nanoe,  marched,  during  the  day,  through  snow 
and  ice,  on  naked  feet,  exposed  unclad  to  the 
Winter's  cold,  with  no  resting-place  at  night 
bnt  the  earth,  and  no  covering  but  the  skies : 
passing  through  sufferings  which  human  nature 
could  not  sustain  unbroken ;  and  falling  a  prey 
to  pestilence,  more  deadly  and  far  more  temfl* 
than  the  sword  at  the  enemy.  Oheerfhlly  did 
he  fu»  the  cannon's  month,  and  dare  a  Boloier's 
death  on  the  field  of  honor ;  but  what  rewards, 
in  your  power  to  bestow,  would  hove  pur- 
chased bis  consent  to  meet  all  the  loathsome 
forms  of  disease ;  to  breathe  the  hospital's 
nanseous  contagions,  or  the  corruption  of  a 
prison  ship,  and  linger  through  protracted  tor^ 
tures,  unheeded  and  unknown,  towards  an  in- 
glorious death!  Let  him  who  has  felt  the 
withering  hand  of  disease,  say  what  atonement 
we  should  make,  for  causing  horrors  like  these, 

I  have  thus,  sir,  endeavored  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  contend  that  injustice 
has  beim  done  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevolntioii. 
In  tiie  first  place,,  making  p^me&t  of  their 
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wages  in  depreciated  paper.  Secondly,  witli- 
holding  a  part  even  of  the  nominal  amoont, 
which  we  had  prombed.  And^  thirdly,  other 
breaches  of  contract,  on  oar  part,  causing  pe- 
eoliar  piivations  and  soffiarings  to  them. 

And  now  I  would  a^  nr,  who  are  the  m&a 
whom  we  have  thos  grievously  wronged  t  Are 
ihej  mere  hirelings,  to  whom  we  shoold  be 
content  to  wei(^  out  Justice  by  the  grain  and 
somple,  or  are  they  our  greatest  earthly  bene- 
&otors!  They  were  actuated  by  higher  and 
{mrer  motives  than  any  soldiers  that  ever  as- 
sembled, and  exhibited  a  spectacle  of  unyielding 
fortitade,  and  self-denying  magnanimity,  une- 
qualled in  the  annals  of  mankind.  Others,  un- 
der a  momentary  eothoraaam,  or  in  the  hur- 
rying fever  of  battie,  have  fought  as  desperate- 
ly. Others,  wtien  &r  from  succor  and  from 
uieir  country,  have  endured  and  persevered  for 
individual  sdf-preservation.  Bnt  wheroj  in  all 
history,  is  an  example  of  a  soldieryj  with  no 
power  to  contnd  them,  who.  in  ft  sing^  d^, 
perhaps,  oonld  have  reached  their  homes  in 
•afety,  voluntarily  omtinning  to  eudure  such 
protracted  miseries^  tram  bo  motive  bnt  inward 
pindple  and  a  sense  (hT  duty  f  They  were  im- 
bued with  a  l<^er  and  more  expanded  spirit 
(tf  patriotism  and  pbilanthrc^y,  and  achieved 
more  for  the  happiness  of  their  country,  and  of 
mankind,  than  any  army  that  ever  existed. 
And  where  is  there  an  example  of  moral  sub- 
limity, equal  to  their  last  act  of  self-devotion, 
after  peace  and  independence  bad  been  con- 
quered !  That  army,  who  had  dared  the  pow- 
er and  humbled  the  pride  of  Britain,  and  wrest- 
ed a  nation  from  her  grasp ;  that  army,  witii 
Bwords  in  their  hands,  need  not  have  sued  and 
be^^  for  Jufltioe.  Th^  eonld  have  righted 
tbeir  own  wrongs,  and  n^ted  out  their  own  re- 
wards. The  oonntiy  was  prostrate  before  them; 
and  if  they  had  rused  their  arms,  and  pro- 
didmed  thranselves  sovereign,  where  was  the 
power  that  could  have  redstod  their  sway! 
They  were  not  unoonsdotu  of  their  strength, 
nor  did  they  want  incitements  to  use  it. 

The  author  of  the  celebrated  Newburg  let- 
ters told  them,  your  conntry  disd^ns  yonr 
cries,  and  tramples  upon  your  distresses.  He 
KH^nred  them,  m  the  most  eloquent  and  ener- 
getic language,  to  exert  the  power  which  tiiey 
held,  ai^  never  lay  down  their  arms  until  am- 
ple justioe  had  been  obfaUned.  He  warned 
them,  if  once  disarmed  and  dispersed,  your 
voice  will  sink;  your  remonstrances  wiU  be 
unheard ;  you  will  grow  old  in  poverty,  and 
wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency. 
What  was  their  answer,  when  thus  n^ed  and 
thus  tempted!  With  one  voice  they  spumed 
the  dark  suggestions,  voluntarily  sarrend«ed 
their  arms,  wd  submitted  themselves  uncondi- 
tionaDy  to  the  civil  power.  It  was  then  that 
their  iUostrious  commander  sud,  in  the  words 
read  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  yes- 
terday, "  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world 
had  never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection 
which  human  nature  is  oapaue  <Kf  attaining." 


They  quietiy  dispersed  and  parted  for  their 
homes,  in  every  part  of  your  wide  domain,  nn- 
rewarded,  pramiless,  carrying  with  tiiem  noth- 
ing but  the  proud  oonsdonsness  of  the  parity 
and  dignity  of  their  conduct,  and  a  firm  reli- 
anoe  ujran  their  country^s  honor  and  their  coun- 
try's faish.  And  what  retora  has  been  mada 
to  tiiemf  Have  they  not  found  yonr  high- 
blown honor  a  pdnted  bnbble,  and  yonr  plwit- 
ed  faith  a  broken  reedt  Have  not  those  dark 
predictions  of  your  ingratitude,  whldi  yon  thai 
mdiffnantly  repelled,  as  slanders  foul  and  base^ 
at  which  you  were  ready  to  exchum,  "  is  tiiy 
servant  a  dc^,  that  he  should  do  this  thing  r*-~ 
have  they  not  been  too  much  realised  1  Have 
not  the  petitions  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Bevolu- 
tion  been  disregarded  ?  Have  they  not  grown 
old  in  poverty  ?  Bo  they  not  now  owe  the 
miserable  remnant  of  their  lives  to  charity  I 
Sir,  if  we  cha^|e  not  our  conduct  towards 
them,  it  must  crimson  with  shame  the  frtmt  of 
history, 

Mr.  Evaaarr  addressed  tbe  ocmimittee  as 
follows: 

ICr.  Gbidrmaa:  Tt  I  oonsolted  only  my 
indinatioD,  I  should  certunly  leave  the  cause 
of  the  Bevolutionary  officers  in  the  powerfid 
and  eloquent  advocacy  of  my  honorable  friend 
(Mr.  Sfbjioce)  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  I 
should  be  desirous  of  avoiding  the  appearance 
of  attempting  to  say  over  a^n,  what  he  has 
BO  hwpily  and  so  forcibly  urged  in  their  belialf. 
It  Is,  however,  a  sul^ect  on  which  my  sense  of 
duty  will  not  allow  me  to  give  a  siient  vote ; 
and  I  must  therefore  a^  the  indalgence  of  the 
committee,  while  I  endeavor,  very  cursorily, 
to  answer  some  of  the  oltJeot&>n8  which  have 
been  urged  to  the  passage  of  the  1:^  and  whOe 
I  briefly  stateaome  of  the  reasons  for  which  I 
shall  vote  fbr  the  UIl,8nd  for  tiie  amendment  <tf 
my  hcmorable  oolleagne,  (Ur.  Bkxd.) 

It  has  been  objected,  sir,  to  the  claim  <tf  the 
Bevolntionaiy  <^oeni,  that  it  la  one,  not  of 
Justice,  bnt  of  gratitude.  This  description 
of  the  claim  does  not,  I  confess,  carry  a 
very  distinct  idea  to  my  mind.  I  understand 
what  would  be  meant  by  saying,  that  it  is 
a  claim,  not  on  our  Justice,  but  our  generosity. 
This  might  be  saio  of  a  chum  founded  on 
services  not  entitled  to  compensation,  but  pre- 
senting a  fiiir  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
liberality.  But  a  doim  on  our  gratitude  must 
surely  be  founded  on  real  and  important  ser- 
vices. These  services  must,  of  course,  create  a 
claim  also  on  our  justice,  which  can  only  be 
discharged  by  full  and  ample  compensation. 
That,  certainly,  has  never  been  done  ia  the  case 
of  tne  Bevolutionary  offloera:  and  if  their 
clum  is,  therefore,  aa  is  admitted,  a  claim  on  our 
gratitude,  it  is,  for  the  same  reason,  a  claim  on 
our  Justice. 

The  req>ected  gentieman  from  North  Carolina, 
(3fr.  AuTOH,)  sud  tliat  he  was  one  of  those 
who,  when  an  account  had  been  paid,  wished 
to  have  it  closed,  and  hear  no  mgre  about  it. 
So  am  I,  sir,  hut  not  till  ibhas  been  pud.  I  am 
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one  of  those  who  will  not  agree  to  an  accoonVs 
being  closed,  till  itis  paid,  whether  I  stand  in  the 
relation  of  a  creditor  or  a  debtor.  If  I  am  the 
debtor,  it  shall  not  be  dosed  till  I  hare  pud  the 
uttermost  farthing,  which  nothing  bat  inevitable 
necea^ty  shall  prevent  my  doing.  If  I  am  the 
creditor,  it  shall  not  be  dosed  till  it  is  piud,  uoless 
my  debtor  be  nnable  to  discharge  it;  and  then, 
if  ho  is  poorer  than  I,  I  will  forgive  the  debt 

Sir,  how  was  this  acoount  paid,  which  the 
gentleman  viahea  to  consider  as  dosed  ?  It  was 
nfter  a  total  bonlcmptcy  of  the  coontry.  I 
do  not  reproach  her  necessities ;  Ood  forbid  I 
Bat  I  say,  that,  when  the  oonntiy  settled  with 
the  Army  of  the  Bevolntion,  she  was  iosolTent, 
she  was  bankmpt :  she  m^e  a  paltry  dividend, 
2«.  &d.  in  the  ponnd.  Now  we  have  grown  rich; 
we  are  rolling  in  wealth ;  our  old  creditor,  in 
the  extremity  of  age,  and  often  in  want,  comes 
and  asks  for  a  little  relief  out  of  onr  abundance. 
We  tell  him  we  paid  him  forty  years  ago;  that 
we  have  bis  discharge  in  onr  pocket,  and  bid 
him  begone.  The  gentleman  said,  when  an 
account  was  settled  and  paid,  he  wished  to  bear 
no  more  about  it.  Sir,  I  want  to  hear  one  thing 
mfira  abont  it — that  it  W9Z  fiilly  paid  and  fiiirly 
settled. 

Mr.  Ohainnan,  it  Is  ol^ected  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  that  some  of  those,  for  whom  it  provides 
zelie^  remaioed  in  possession  of  their  certificates 
of  final  settlement,  until  they  rose  to  tbepar  viUue, 
or  even  above  it.  If  I  thought  that  nny  consider- 
able number  of  the  surviving  ofScers  of  the 
Bevolution  were  in  this  situation,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  be  nnwilling  to  introduce  such 
provisos  and  limitations  into  the  bill,  as  would 
exclude  snoh  persona  ttom.  participating  in  its 
benefits. 

But,  ur,  X  do  not  snppose  that  any  gentleman 
who  hears  me,  believes  that  the  number  of  the 
oSloera  cit  the  Bevolntion  who  w«re  thus  able  to 
reswe  their  certifioatea,  and  fund  tiiem  at  par, 
can  be  so  eonsiderable  as  to  make  it  im^rtant  to 
take  their  ease  into  qieoial  conMderotion.  Be 
they  Sew  or  many,  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow, 
that  even  they  ought,  as  a  matter  of  Justice,  to  be 
shut  ont  from  the  provisions  of  the  bilL  They 
were  entitled  to  money  or  avulable  securities. 
Ton  gave  them  no  money,  and  securities  worth 
but  an  eighth  of  their  nominal  value.  They  bad, 
perhaps,  a  pittance  which  enabled  them  to  live 
from  day  to  day,  without  sacrificing  their  certifi- 
cates at  the  market  value.  These  they  reserved, 
not  knowing  that  the^^  would  eventually  be 
worth  the  paper  on  which  they  were  printed. 
They  specnlated  in  their  own  funds,  not  volunta- 
rily, but  by  compalsion ;  and  I  cannot  think  that 
thdr  having  done  so^  unquestionably  in  a  very 
few  cases,  Si  which  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
one  ia  among  those  now  presented  to  our  consid- 
eration, oo^t  to  furm  a  reason  for  excluding 
them,  far  less  all  the  other  surviving  officers, 
from  tlie  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill. 

It  has  been  mode  an  objection  to  this  bill, 
that  it  tends  to  enlarge  the  pension  system  of 
the  United  States.  nothing  is  more 


deddedly  in  opposition  to  a  B^ublican  policy, 
not  merely  than  the  enlargement  of  a  peiuion 
^stem,  but  than  the  existence  of  any  thing 
which  could  be  properly  cdled  by  that  name. 
But  let  us  not  be  misled  by  a  word,  particularly 
in  this  cose,  in  which  a  word,  rendered  odious 
by  its  abuses  in  other  conntries,  is  to  be  applied 
to  objects  in  this  country,  of  a  nature  totally 
dissimilar.  Kv  honorable  friend  Qix.  Spbaoux) 
has  already  oUnded  to  the  d^nition  given  of  » 
pension  by  the  great  Engliah  lexioographer, 
who  unluckily  found  hlnudf  bdbre  long  in  the 
situation  of  a  penanier.  Femut  me  again 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  thu 
memorable  definition.  *^  Pension — an  allowance 
made  to  any  one  without  an  eauivalent  la 
England,  it  is  generally  nnderetooa  to  mean  ]>ay 
given  to  a  State  hiraling  for  treason  to  hu 
country." 

^  Sir,  I  will  drop  the  Utter  part  of  this  defini- 
tioa,  whore  the  feelings  of  the  partisan  appear 
to  have  disturbed  the  Judgment  of  the  critic.  I 
will  take  only  the  port  of  the  definition  intended 
to  be  exact :  "  An  allowance  made  without  an 
equivalent."  Without  an  eqnivdenti  And  is 
this  the  character  we  are  going  to  give  to 
the  frugal  allowance  proposed  for  those  who 
led  the  Armies  of  the  Bevolntion  f  Pendonerl 
Does  any  honorable  man  atiSwt  to  give  that 
name  to  one  who,  in  his  employment,  exerts 
his  talents,  and  spends  his  life  zeidoosly,  faith- 
fully, indefatigably }  Is  the  fi^r  compensation 
for  services  rendered,  to  be  called  the  odious 
name  of  a  pension  ?  Sir,  pass  this  bill,  adopt  the 
amendment  of  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
IvKED,)  give  the  survivors  of  the  Revolution  all 
they  0^  and  ten  times  more  than  they  ask, 
and  which  generation  will  still  be  in  turears; 
we  to  our  fathers,  or  they  to  us?  which  will 
have  done  the  most  fur  the  other;  they,  in 
achieving  by  their  toils  and  blood,  the  independ- 
euce  we  ei^joy,  or  we  in  solacing  theh:  age  by 
these  poor  grotnitiea?  which  generation  \b 
dcpradent  on  the  bounty  the  other  I  whidi 
is  the  |>ensioner  of  the  other  f 

Sir,  icis  said  thatother  classes  suffered  as  mndi 
as  those  for  whom  relief  is  now  asked;  that 
the  distress  and  privation  were  general,  and 
that  the  Army  bure  no  more  than  its  share 
iu  the  common  calamities.  There  was  sufibring 
enough  on  all  sides,  Xlcavon  knows,  and  it 
fell,  it  is  true,  not  loss  on  the  citizen  at  home, 
than  on  the  soldier  in  the  camp.  But  the 
Annyj  in  suffering  as  such,  was  not  exempt 
from  Its  share  of  the  general  calamity.  They 
did  not  oast  off  the  chanicter  and  relations  it 
dtizena.  No,  sir,  while  they  were  snflbring  all 
tiie  hardahiiM  of  the  camp  and  of  the  fidd,  tiiey 
WW  also  sufibring  in  all  their  interest  at  home, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community. 
Sir,  the  wealth,  or  rather  let  me  say,  the  frugal 
competence  of  the  great  moss  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  then  as  now,  consisteil  in 
the  labor  of  the  dtizen's  own  hand,  applied 
to  the  cultivation  of  a  litUe  farm,  or  the 
management  <tf  aome  othw  imall  proper^. 
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8nch  vjiqaestioaablj  vraa  the  case  with  those 
for  whom  relief  is  provided  by  this  bill.  They 
belonged  to  a  class  of  society  whose  ^nooal 
atten^tnoe,  labor,  and  care,  are  their  chief 
property.  What  brings  the  most  grieTous 
distress  on  andi  a  cIbsb  of  KKietyt  Not  the 
flactnations  aud  ohstarnctionB  of  the  market; 
not  Uie  faihire  of  crops  of  great  staple  prodnots, 
which  do  not  depoid  upon  the  presence  or 
absence  of  an  optueut  proprietor.  So,  sir,  the 
citizens  of  this  class  are  most  distressed  when 
an  indastrioas  member  is  called  away  from  the 
little  drcle;  when  an  active  son  or  brother 
is  lost  to  the  aged  father  or  helpless  sisters, 
who  depend  on  his  aid  to  carry  on  the  frugal 
operations  of  that  domestic  industry,  which  is 
necessary  to  the  common  subsistence  and  com- 
fort. The  absence  fh)m  home  of  those  most 
needed,  in  this  way,  was  the  chief  cause  of 
that  general  wreck  of  small  fortnaes,  which 
waa  one  great  featare  of  the  nniTersal  distress. 
I  myadf,  rir,  know  fluniliea^  flrom  whi(^  not 
one  alone,  bat  twa  and  even  three,  who  were 
most  wanted  at  home,  were  yielded  to  the 
common  cause;  from  which,  when  Joseph  was 
not,  and  fficieon  waa  not,  the  voice  of  a  bleed- 
ing country  colled  Bei^Jamin  away  idso.  And 
however  great  the  sacnfioe,  the  call  was  obeyed, 
OS  is  well  Icnown  from  many  a  touching  anec- 
dote of  those  eventful  times.  Let  me  quote 
but  one  from  the  memorials  of  that  day  on 
which  the  first  blood  of  the  Revolution  was 
shod  in  that  district  of  which  I  am  the  humble 
representative :  "  The  day  that  the  report 
of  this  affidr  reached  Barnstable,  a  company 
of  militia  immediately  assembled  and  marched 
off  to  Cambrid^  m  the  frcmt  rank  there  was 
a  young  man,  the  son  of  a  respectable  ftther, 
his  only  cliild.  In  marching  fkiom  tlio  viUi^ 
as  they  passed  hia  hotue,  he  came  oat  to  meet 
them.  There  was  a  momentary  halt.  The 
drum  and  fife  paused  for  an  instaiiL  The 
father,  suppressing  a  strong  and  evident  emo- 
tion, said,  'God  be  with  you  all,  my  friends! 
and  John,  if  you,  my  son,  ore  called  into 
battle,  lake  care  that  yon  behave  like  a 
man,  or  else  lot  me  never  sec  your  faoe 
again.' " 

Yes,  sir,  the  spirit  of  the  day  was  equal  to  its 
trials;  but  let  OS  not  talk  of  the  soldier  as  ex- 
empt in  any  degree  from  the  common  suffering 
of  the  citizen :  when  the  Act,  that  he  was  ab- 
sent from  home  in  the  Army,  miglit  be  the 
heaviest  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  his  famUr, 
and  to  his  own  proq>eritT  as  a  member  of  it.  It 
deserves  also  to  be  recollected,  that  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  country,  oiler  the  close  of  the  war, 
were  probably  more  severe,  on  the  whole,  tlion 
during  its  continuance.  Tiie  burdens  of  the 
■war  wore  then  consolidated  on  society  ;  a  con- 
siderable source  of  wealth,  the  expenditure  of 
the  foreigu  troops,  was  dried  op ;  the  ardor  of 
the  contest  M'as  gone,  and  ruin  came  home  to 
almost  every  door.  IVadition  can  tell  us  of  in- 
stances where  the  farmer's  oxen  were  uuyoked 
by  the  tax-gatherer  from  th»  plough,   Such  waa 


the  state  of  things  which  drove  a  portion  of  the 
dtizens  of  my  own  State  to  madness ;  such  was 
the  condition  of  the  homes  to  which  those,  who 
had  borne  the  hardships  and  perils  of.  the  war, 
too  often  retomed.  Let  as  not  then  imagine, 
sir,  that  the  army,  in  the  midst  of  Its  pecoliar 
privations^  was,  in  the  least  degree,  epenA  from 
Its  portion  of  general  calamity. 

It  is  said,  that  the  relief  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Bevuln- 
tioQ,  is  a  premium  on  old  ago.  Sir,  that  ex- 
pression sounds  harshly  to  my  ear.  The  term 
premium,  when  thus  ussd,  reminds  me  of  tbose 
measures  in  political  economy  which  are  resort- 
ed to,  in  order  to  stimuluto  prodaotion.  "We  say 
that  heavy  duties  on  foreign  fohrics  are  a  pre- 
mium on  domestic  manufactnres~that  injudi- 
cious alms-giving  is  a  premium  on  pauperism. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  to  have  the 
eff^  of  maltiplying  the  nombers  of  the  aged 
and  venerable  persons  to  whom  it  looks.  Sir, 
they  ore  droppii^  ftst  into  the  grave ;  year 
bounty  will  come  too  late  to  prodnce  that  effect 
upon  them,  which,  at  an  earlier  stage,  might 
have  enabled  them  to  bid  defiance  to  the  various 
foes  of  life.  The  most  it  con  do  will  be  to  soothe 
their  decline.  At  all  events,  it  will  not  increase 
their  number ;  and  considering  who  they  ore,  X 
would  rather  call  it  a  solace  and  o  oomfort,  Uian 
a  premium  for  old  age. 

1  am  Sony,  sir,  that  we  cannot  go  farther  at 
this  time;  that  in  making  provision  for  the 
surviving  veteran,  we  cannot  also  make  pro- 
vision for  tho  widow  and  children  of  those  who 
ore  deceased.  Nothing  but  the  well-settled 
conviction,  that  the  bill,  os  already  pnmosed  to 
be  amended  by  my  coUeagae^  is  the  best  bill 
which  can  be  carried  through  the  Iloase,  recon- 
ciles me  to  omit  from  it  the  amendment,  sug- 
gested yesterday  by  another  honorable  colleague 
and  friend,  (Mr.  Dwioht.)  But,  sir,  we  must  be 
contented  to  do  what  good  we  can,  and  not  re- 
fuse to  do  any  good,  because  we  cannot  do  all 
good.  The  case  of  the  sur^-ivors  is  a  case  by  it- 
self; it  has  been  investigated ;  their  oomber  is 
neai-ly  ascertained ;  and  the  appropriation  pro. 
posed  is  calculated  to  afford  a  certain  relief  to 
those  who  share  it.  Whensoever  the  case  of 
the  widows  and  children  shall,  by  any  honorable 
gentleman,  be  proposed  to  Congress  in  such  a 
manner  that  we  can  also  oct  with  discretion 
upon  it,  it  shall  not  want  my  feeble  aid. 

But,  sir,  we  hove  a  notional  debt  to  be  paid 
oC  The  topic,  in  one  view  of  it,  was  tre:.tcd 
with  great  ability,  by  my  friend  from  Maine ; 
and  it  was  also  very  pertinently  observed  by  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr, 
HEHPiiitu)  in  tlie  able  aignment  with  which  Jie 
introduced  its  discussion,  that  the  proviraons  of 
tho  bill,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  not  delny 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt  more  thaa 
sixty  or  ninety  days.  This  national  debt  is  a 
standing  theme,  I  do  not  remember  a  debate 
or  a  question  of  appropriation,  this  season,  not 
even  on  poor  Mrs.  Denney's  pension,  in  which 
(he  payment  of  the  national  debt  has  not  been 
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recommencled  to  our  anxioos  ooDsideration.  Oa 
thid  subject,  therefore,  I  will  aek  to  be  pardoned 
a  word.  I  know,  sir,  it  is  a  sound  Republtoon 
maxim,  to  pay  off  the  national  debt.  I  am  no 
believer  in  the  proposition^  that  a  national  debt 
is  a  national  blessing.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  that  the  Government  should  stand 
In  as  few  and  simple  relations  as  possible  to  the 
people ;  that  there  sliould  be  as  little  Govern- 
ment as  possible ;  that  the  people  should  do  as 
maoh  as  poadble  for  themselvea.  It  is  a  viola- 
tion of  tneae  Bound  doottineSj  that  GovemmeDt 
should  stand  towards  a  portion  of  the  citizens 
in  a  perpetuated  relation  of  debtorship  to  avast 
smount.  For  this  reason,  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
off  the  debt  But  as  a  financial  operation,  to 
relieve  or  disembarrass  the  people,  it  is,  in  my 
present  view  of  the  subject,  little  better  than  a 
fkrce ;  almost  as  i^inch  so  as  the  operations  of 
the  English  unking  fnnd  were  at  a  Ume  when 
vast  loans  were  annually  made;  in  other 
words,  when  the  money  was  borrowed  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners.  Sir,  yon 
pay  off  five  millions  of  the  national  debt,  we 
will  suppose,  this  year.  "What  is  gained  by  so 
doing?  Ton  are  relieved,  it  will  M  answered, 
from  the  necessity  of  paying  the  interest  on  five 
millions  of  dollars.  Granted :  but  where  do 
you  get  five  millions,  by  which  yon  pay  off  so 
muon  of  the  debt?  Ton  take  it,  of  course,  by 
taxation,  direct  or  indirect,  from  the  pocket^  of 
the  people.  In  other  words,  you  deprive  them 
of  it,  and  the  interest  on  it,  forever.  What, 
tlien,  have  you  gained  by  the  operatiimf  Yuu 
have  taken  a  sum  of  money  out  of  one  pocket, 
and  put  it  into  the  other.  I  said  this  grave  proce- 
dure was  almost  a  force.  In  its  direct  operation, 
it  is ;  in  its  remote  results,  it  is  a  great  loss  to 
the  country.  Tlie  debt  is  now  about  eighty 
millions.  Twenty-five  years  hence,  our  popu- 
lation will  be  doubled ;  our  wealth,  no  donbt, 
much  more  than  doubled,  bnt,  to  be  within 
bounds,  let  us  say  it  will  be  doubled.  A  nominal 
debt  of  oghty  millions,  twenty-five  years  hence, 
will  be  no  more  burdensome  than  one  of  forty 
minions  now.  In  other  words,  time,  and  ttte 
^PP7  pn^ress  of  tiie  country,  would  of  them- 
sdres  reduce  the  debt,  if  you  would  leave  the 
thing  to  their  silent  operation,  as  fast,  perhaps, 
as  the  public  wel&re  demands.  By  hastening 
to  pay  the  debt,  we  tlierefore  increase  ttie 
aiontry^s  burden.  No  member  of  this  commit- 
tee will  doubt  that,  if  the  debt  were  not  redeem- 
able, it  could  be  funded  at  four  per  cent. 
This  would  be  of  itself  paying  near  twenty 
millions  out  of  the  eighty ;  tliis  would  be  a  gain 
Indeed.  But,  no,  Ur.  Ohmrmau,  we  Innatupon 
paying  Itoff  now  at  six  per  cent.  IXowerer,  sir, 
1  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this  subject.  I  am  con- 
tent to  have  snggosted  a  reason,  why  the  na- 
tional debt  may  be  left  to  be  considered  at  the 
proper  time,  wtien  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  are  liefore  the  House.  I 
will  only  add,  that  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  national  debt  and  debt  between  man  and 
man,  The  naUonal  debt  is  the  evidaBoe  of  a 
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o^ital  OMiMimed  in  the  pnbUo  service.  JSo 
operation  of  finance  can  restore  what  has  thus 
bem  destroyed.  If  the  ot^jects  for  which  this 
capital  was  consumed  were  good,  the  ezpendi- 
tnre  was  wise  and  proper ;  if  not,  it  was  im- 
provident; but  the  paying,  or  leaving  it  un- 
paid, in  no  degree  affects  the  wealth  the 
nation,  except  as  I  have  already  represented  it; 
and  ought  not,  therefore;  ever  to  oome  into  con- 
sideration, to  prevent  oar  maUng  farther  ex- 
penditure fat  neoesaarr  or  lan^le  o^eots. 

There  is  one  consideration,  Mr.  (Siairmaii, 
which,  as  often  as  I  have  revolved  this  subject 
in  my  mind,  has  seemed  to  call  upcai  ns,  for 
very  shame,  to  do  something  for  these  men.  It 
is  this,  that  liberal  provision  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be  made,  by  the  Enghsh  Govern- 
ment, for  those  who,  in  tiiat  country,  are  called 
American  loyalists — ^In  this  oountry,  refugees 
and  tories.  Sir,  I  have  myself  seen  the  contrast 
to  which  I  allude;  I  have  seen  the  declining 
days  of  a  person,  who  bad  filled  a  very  subor^ 
dinate  post  in  tfie  public  service  before  the  year 
177B,  made  comfortable  by  the  Uberal  ^to- 
vision  of  Uie  British  Government.  Tes,  sir,  I 
have  seen  the  imperial  arm  of  her  oharity 
stretched  out  uoxoaa  the  Atlantic,  to  support 
him  in  the  winter  of  life,  while  the  veteran  of 
the  Bevcdution  was  absolutely  suffering,  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  want  of  such  relief 
OS  this  bul  would  afford.  Gentlemen  all  know, 
that  the  provision  for  the  American  loyalists  still 
forms  an  item  in  the  annual  budget  in  Great 
Britain;  that  a  portion  of  the  bounty  is  dis- 
pensed in  this  country;  while,  even  in  his 
amendment,  my  worthy  colleague  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  residence  in  the  United 
States  a  condition  of  receiving  this  late  and 
poor  provision.  J  do  not  object  to  this  practi- 
cally, I  presume  it  will  deprive  no  one  of  what 
he  would  otherwise  receive ;  bnt  I  would  wiO- 
in{^y  have  «mulated  the  b(mnt7  which  knows 
how  to  pnnoe  its  lic^tftil  otfjeots  to  the  end  of 
the  earth. 

Consider,  for  a  moment,  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  for  the  military  service  of  the  year 
on  our  present  establtshmKit.  The  entire  an- 
nual  cost  of  tlie  military  defence  of  the  country 
including,  indeed,  the  expenave  articles  ot 
fortificatioDd  and  engineering,  is  five  millions  of 
dollars.  Sir,  I  moke  no  unftiendly  reflections 
on  any  part  of  this  expenditure,  either  &>r  the 
permanent  and  durable  objects,  or  for  the  an- 
nual service  of  the  military  force  of  the  oountry. 
I  voted,  carrfuUy,  for  the  whole  ^propriatiwJ. 
But  I  pray  you,  sir,  Tememl>er  that,  at  the  rata 
of  five  millions  per  annum,  we  have  ptud,  sinoa 
the  year  1817,  fbrty  millions  oS  dollars;  while 
the  entire  war  debt  of  the  Bercdution-Hihe 
whole  debt  for  military  and  naval,  domestio  and 
foreign  service,  was  but  forty-two  millions,  as 
estimated  in  1788.  While,  then,  in  eight  years 
of  tiiese  piping  times  of  peace,  we  pay,  for  the 
various  oqjects  of  military  expenditure,  an 
amonnt  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  war  debt  o( 
the  Bevoliitioo,  oan  it  be  said  that  we  on^ 
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not,  or  oanuot,  make  this  poor  appropriatioa,  to 
pay  a  part  of  that  unliquidated  debt  of  hoDor 
and  justice,  which  is  now  nrgai  upon  ns  f  Oan 
ve,  sir,  bat  three  mooths  after  voting  these  great 
appropriation  hills  for  the  military  expenditure 
of  a  season  of  profound  peace,  can  ire  turn  from 
onr  dofHT  the  scarred  and  graj-haired  veteran  of 
the  war,  which  gave  being  to  our  nation !  Sir,  I 
cast  no  imputation  on  our  Army,  or  its  Officers. 
They  do  all  that  can  be  done  in  time  of  peace ; 
as  some  of  them,  in  onr  last  stru^^le,  did  all  that 
ooutd  be  done  by  gallant  men,  in  time  of  war ; 
bat  I  know  they  tbsnuelTea  would  be  the  last  to 
say,  that  they  desnved  an  eaiiier  and  prompter 
provluoU}  than  tiie  heroes  of  tiie  Bevolntioa. 
Sir,  if  this  act  of  grat^hl  jnstioa  is  ever  to  be 

¥9rformed,  now  is  we  time  for  its  performance, 
he  present  year  completes  the  hoif  century 
nnoe  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  and 
most  devoutly  do  I  hope,  tliat,  when  the  silver 
trumpet  of  our  political  Jubilee  eonnds,  it  may 
be  with  a  note  of  oomfort  and  Joy  to  the  with- 
ered heart  of  tite  war-worn  vetwan  of  the  Rev- 
<dution.  Our  tarcly  provinon  will,  indeed, 
come  too  late  to  help  him  through  the  hard 
Journey  of  life ;  it  wUl  not  come  too  late  to  al- 
leviate the  sorrows  of  age,  and  smooth  the  pil- 
low of  decline.  3r,  it  is  the  fiftieth  year  of 
our  Independence.  How  much  we  shall  read, 
how  mucn  we  shall  hear,  how  much,  perhaps, 
we  shall  say  this  year,  abont  the  glcnious  ex- 
ploits of  onr  fathers,  and  the  debt  of  gratitude 
we  owe  theiA.  I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  all  talk. 
I  want  to  do  something.  I  want  a  substantial 
tribate  to  be  paid  them.  Fnuse,  sir,  is  sweet 
mi^c,  both  to  old  and  young ;  but  I  honestly 
confess  tliat  nfy  mind  relucts  and  revolts,  by 
anticipation,  at  the  thought  of  the  compliments 
with  which  we  are  ffoing  to  fill  the  ears  of  these 
poor  veterans,  whue  we  leave  their  pockete 
empty,  and  their  backs  cold.  If  we  cast  out 
this  ^1, 1  do  hope  that  some  member  of  this 
Bonse,  possessing  an  influence  to  which  I  can- 
not oqare,  will  introduce  another,  to  make  it 
pHial  to  say  a  word  on  tho  fourth  of  Joly,  about 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolution.  JM  the  day  and  the  toiw) 
pass  in  decent  silence.  I  hate  all  gag-laws;  bnt 
there  is  one  tiling  I  am  willing  to  gag — the 
vaporing  tongne  of  a  bankrupt,  who  has  grown 
rich,  and  talks  sentiment,  aboat  the  obligation 
he  feels  to  his  needy  creditor,  whom  he  paid  off 
at  2s.  6d.  in  the  puond. 

Mr.  Alston  made  some  explanations,  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  EvKKKTT,  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  fiUing  the  blank  in  the  amendment 
with  "twelve  hundred  thoiaand  dollars,"  and 
carried — ayes  81,  nays  89. 

Mr.  "Wabd  then  offered  the  following,  to  be 
added  as  a  sixth  section : 

"  Sec.  6.  And  b«  it  further  tnaeted,  That  each 
survivor  in  the  militia,  during  the  Bevolutionary 
war,  being  now  a  resident  of  the  UnUed  States,  for 
the  period  of  nine  months  in  one  term  of  service, 
riiatl,  if  a  commianoned  officer,  receive  twenty  dol- 
hn  petmonthi  and,  if  be  awed  in  any  other  oa> 


pacity,  shall  reeelve  dgfat  dollan  per  month,  daring 

his  life." 

Mr.  OooEB  now  suggested  to  Mr.  Waxd  to 
modify  this  section,  by  inserting  *'  three,"  in- 
stead of  "  nine"  montlu. 

Mr.  Wabd  accepted  the  modification,  and 
the  question  being  put  on  the  section,  as  thns 
amended,  it  was  adopted — yeas  66,  nays  67. 

Mr.  Mabtin,  ezpresfin^  a  desire  to  address 
the  committee,  bat  refemng  to  the  lateness 
the  hour,  (it  was  now  llal^pa8t  four  o'olockO 
moved  that  tlie  committee  rise. 

After  a  deaoltuy  oonversation,  the  motitm 
previuled,  and  tiie  committee  rose. 

Mr.  BiroBavAV  th«i  moved  to  diacha^  flie 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  ftirther 
consideration  of  the  "bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Revolutionary  officers,"  with  a  view  that  its 
farther  consideration  might  be  conducted  in 
the  House. 

Before  any  deoL^on  was  had, 

Th9  House  a^oomed. 


'WKDmsDAT,  April  96. 

The  Kew  (keek  Treaty, 
The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Beitate  and  Soxtte  of  Reprttentativu  of  ike 
United  Statee  I 

Washikotoh,  2fiU  April,  1826. 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  coi^ 
iea  of  a  treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indiuis, 
concluded  on  the  24th  day  of  Janaary  last,  with  a 
Bupplementary  article,  signed  on  the  Slst  of  last 
month,  which  have  been,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  duly  ratified.  I  send,  at  the 
same  time,  copies  of  the  treaty  saperseded  fay  them, 
ugned  at  the  Indian  Springs,  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1825.  The  treaty  and  supplementary  article, 
now  ratified,  wOl  require  the  aid  of  the  LesisUtnre 
for  carrying  them  into  effect.  And  I  snljwi  a  let- 
ter from  tM  Secretary  of  War,  proposing  an  addi- 
tional aiqiropriation  for  the  putpose  of  uicilitating 
the  remond  of  that  portion  of  the  Creek  nation 
wliich  may  be  disposed  to  remove  west  of  the  Mis- 
sisstppi ;  recommending  the  whole  subject  to  the  fih- 
vorable  oonrideration  of  Congress. 

JoBM  QuiKCr  Asams. 

DiTABTHiXT  or  War,  April  24,  1826. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that,  from 
information  lately  received,  a  further  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  over  and  alwTc  that  provided  for 
in  the  9th  article  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creeks, 
judiciooBly  appUed  in  indunnifying  emigrants  fbr 
their  improvements  in  the  unceded  part  of  tfadr 
Territory,  as  well  within  the  limits  of  Alabama  ss 
of  Georgia,  (should  indeed  any  portion  of  their  land 
be  found  within  the  latter  State  m  this  predicament,) 
will  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  eniigroots,  and 
thereby,  to  the  extent  of  Its  influence,  to  promote 
the  general  poUcy  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  I  sub- 
mit to  yon  the  propriety  of  communicating  this  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jixis  BaBBon. 
ne  FruUeid  iff  the  United  amee. 

J 
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School  LaruU. 

The  House  then  took  np  the  bill  *'to  ^pro* 
priate  limdB  for  the  support  of  Bcbools  in  cer- 
tain townships,  and  fractional  townships,  not 
before  provided." 

Thia  bill  had  been  before  a  Oommittee  of  the 
'W^bole ;  and  tiie  qnesUon  now  b^ng  on  order- 
ing the  Un  to  be  engroand  for  a  third  read- 
ing— 

J&.  YiXTOV  and,  one  word  of  ezplanatioa 
might  be  neeeaaary  to  enable  the  House  to 
anderstand  the  object  of  the  btU.  The  ordi- 
nance of  the  SOth  of  Uay,  1786,  which  is  the 
basis  of  the  land  system,  had  made  provision 
for  the  support  of  schools,  in  the  territory 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  directed  one 
thirty  •sixth  part,  or  one  section  of  land,  being 
section  No.  16,  to  be  reserved  and  set  apart  for 
theanpport  of  schools  within  each  township. 
It  wis  the  evident  intention  of  that  law  to 
make  a  general  provision  for  the  support  of 
schools,  in  the  whole  ooantry  owned  oy  the 
United  States;  and  eonatatutea  one  of  the  in- 
dnoementa  of  the  settler  to  buy  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  Owing,  however,  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  pablio  lands  are  sorveyed,  this  in- 
dnoement  is  not  always  held  out  to  the  eml- 
mnt|  and  the  intention  of  the  ordinance  is 
uiua  partially  defeated.  The  public  surveys 
are,  in  general,  based  on  the  navigable  rivers, 
BQch  09  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Missoari,  &o. ; 
the  consequence  of  which  i^  uiat  most  of  the 
townships  sitnate  npon  the  nvers  are  fractional 
townships,  and,  in  very  many  of  them,  by  a 
bend  or  torn  in  the  river,  section  No.  16  is  cut 
of^  and  the  township,  by  this  accidental  cir- 
camstanoe,  deprived  of  its  school  land.  A 
denser  pc^mlataon  Is  generally  found  on  the 
marsin  of  these  streams,  than  in  any  oliier  part 
of  the  (xnmtry,  and  henoe  it  hi^^>6ns,  that,  in 
these  ftaetiouu  townships,  where  there  u  a 
greater  necessity  for  schools  than  anywhere 
else,  no  provision  at  all  has  lieen  made  for  their 
support.  This  bill  proposes  to  place  these 
townships  upon  a  footing  with  the  entire  town- 
ships, by  giving  to  them  a  quantity  of  land 
bearing  the  same  proportion  to  a  whole  section 
of  lai^  that  the  fractional  township  bears  to 
a  whole  township.  The  bill  further  proposes 
to  make  provision  for  such  entire  townships 
of  land  as  have  been  heretofore  unprovided  for. 
Of  these,  there  are  a  few  that  have  been  grant- 
ed by  Congress  without  the  reservation  of  a 
aebofrf  section — among  which,  the  towndiip  of 
land  recantiy  granted  to  Orawvl  La&yette  is 
one,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  will  be  withmit 
any  pronsion  for  the  support  of  schools.  The 
E^ch  grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  anotiier 
tract  of  land  in  the  same  situation ;  to  make 
provirioa  for  which,  Mr.  V.  said,  he  held  an 
amendment  in  his  hand,  propod^  to  appro- 
priate one  section  and  a  qnsrter  rar  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  that  grant 

Mr.  V.  B^d  it  might  be  propw  for  him  to 
aayi  before  he  sat  down,  that  th«  bill  and 
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amradment  had  the  entire  approbation  ot  the 
whole  Oonmiittee  on  the  Poblic  lands. 

[The  amraidment  offered  by  Mr.  Yintod', 
proposed  that  a  section  and  a  quarter  of  land 
be  granted  for  the  snpport  of  sdiools  in  that 
tract  of  country  usually  called  the  IVench 
Grant,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.] 

Mr.  CocKB,  after  some  g«ieral  observations 
in  disaj^wobatitm  of  the  fbdlity  with  which 
Ctmgress  is  in  the  pradace  of  granting  away 
the  paUio  lands,  ana  ezpresdve  of  his  doubts 
of  tne  expediemnr  of  this  measore,  inquired, 
whether  the  pnmrions  itf  this  bill  came  within 
the  compact  oetween  the  TTnited  States  and  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Yditon  said,  in  reply,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  mquired  whether  the 
United  States  were  bound  by  their  compact 
with  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  give  school  lan^  to 
these  fractional  town^ips.  His  answer  to  the 
inquiry  was,  that  the  bill  was  not  confined  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  bat  embraced  all  the  West- 
em  States  wherever  the  surveys  were  based 
npon  rivers  or  other  public  waters,  or  where, 
from  any  other  cause,  there  might  be  a  ilrao- 
tional  township  destitute  of  provision  for 
schools.  But,  since  the  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  compact  between  Ohio  and  the  United 
States,  which,  under  the  same  terms,  has  been 
entered  into  wit^  the  other  new  States  which 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  he  would 
say,  that  those  fractional  townships  had  a  fdr 
right  to  ask  for  the  benefits  of  this  bill,  on  the 
ground,  that  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  compacts  required  it  at  our  hands.  Section 
No.  16,  in  each  township,  was  given  by  the 
compacts  with  those  States,  in  consideration  of 
the  promise  by  those  States  not  to  tax  the 
public  lands  fur  five  rears  after  being  scdd. 
Now,  sir,  the  fraotionai  townships,  as  w^  aa 
the  entire  townsh^  are  not  sol^ect  to  the 
taxing  power  of  the  States  where  situated, 
until  the  expiration  of  that  period  after  sale. 
The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  grants  ot 
land  for  any  purpose  lying  within  these  States. 
They  have  no  power  to  tax,  whether  the  dis- 
position of  the  land  by  the  United  States  be 
by  gift  or  sale,  until  five  years  shall  have 
elaised.  The  States  having  agreed  to  for^^ 
the  right  of  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  ednca- 
tion,  tiie  equivalent  given  ought  to  be  co-ex- 
tenaive  with  the  right  surrendered  in  favor  of 
the  United  States;  which  anrrender  of  the  tax- 
ing right,  a«  already  observed,  extends  to  all 
the  Lmds  embraced  by  the  bill,  and  which 
OQ^t,  thmfore,  in  Jnsdce  and  emiity,  to  re- 
ceive  the  benefit  of  the  compact  In  common 
with  all  other  lands. 

But,  Mr.  Y.  sud,  if  these  oonnderations  were 
wanting,  be  presumed  the  House  would  feel  no 
reluctance  In  m<*if*"g  tiiis  small  appropriation 
of  land  for  such  an  object,  when  we  hod 
already,  this  session,  and  every  other  session 
since  he  had  been  a  member,  given  away  far 
greater  quantities  of  land,  to  men  who  bad  no 
other  merit  than  that  of  having  taken  poasea- 
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Bion  of  tho  jinUio  lands,  withoat  an^  claim  or 
shadow  of  riglit  or  authoritj,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  law  to  the  contrary.  Whereas,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  hill  are  intended  to  promote  an 
ohject  of  the  highest  valne  and  importance. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  on  the  loll, 
a  motion  for  ac^oiimment  was  made  and  car- 
ried. 


'WsDNBSDAT,  !Uay  8, 
Cam  ^  Mn.  Ikea/buie. 

Tho  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Bcokksb  in  the  ohair,  on  the  biH 
*^to  compensate  Mrs.  Snsan  Dentar,  widow 
and  representative  of  Oaptain  Stephen  Peca- 
tnr,  ana  others." 

[The  bill  provides  that   dollars  be  ap- 
propriated as  a  foil  compensation,  and  re- 
nnneration  to  Susan  Decatur,  widow  and 
representative  of  tiie  late  Captain  Stephen 
Decatur,  commander,  and  to  the  ofBcers  and 
crew,  of  the  schooner  Intrepid,  for  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
before  Tripoli  \  to  be  divided  among  the  said 
Saaan  De<^nr,  ^e  officers  and  crew  aforesaid, 
or  their  representatives,  in  snch  manner  that 
each  individual  shall  receive  snch  proportion 
thereof^  according  to  his  grade,  as  was  paid  to 
the  captors  vS.  the  Gaerriere,  Macedonian,  and 
Java,  of  the  same  grade,  of  the  compensation 
appropriated  to  them.] 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  was  read,  t<^ther  with  sundry  docu- 
ments, relative  to  this  case. 

Mr.  IIotoouBB  rose,  and  stated,  that  he  had 
boon  authorized  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AiTnirs,  to  move  any  sum  for  filling  this  blank 
with,  which  he  might  think  proper.  That, 
after  a  full  examination  of  the  claim,  he  had 
determined  to  propose  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
^onsand  dollars.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  with  one  hundred  thonaand  d<dlar8 ; 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  state,  to  tiie 
committee  the  fiwis  and  conrse  of  reasoning 
which  bad  indnoed  Um  to  propose  and  defend 
this  sum. 

Lieut.  Decatur  could  have  removed  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  from  the  harbor  of  Tripoli, 
after  her  re-capture,  had  not  the  peremptory 
orders  of  Com.  Preble  to  the  contrary,  prevent- 
ed him  from  making  the  attempt.  This  con- 
clusion, Mr.  H.  said,  speared  to  him  irresisti- 
ble, from  a  variety  of^  facte :  the  ship  was 
carried  with  great  gallantry,  but  witliont  loss ; 
and  continued  in  unintemii>ted  possession  of 
the  captors  for  half  an  hour,  in  which  time  she 
was  fired  in  variona  directions:  and  was  not 
abandoned  until  the  flames  had  involved  tiie 
whole  shipj  even  tiie  rignng  uid  tops,  and  were 
seen  bnrrtmg  (to  use  uie  language  cit  Lient. 
Decatnr's  report)  from  the  ports  and  hatch- 
ways. Then,  but  not  until  We  destruction  of 
the  ship  had  been  made  certain — not,  indeed, 
nntil  she  had  been  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  oonting^cy  to  redeem — ^lieut.  Deoitar  and 
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his  brave  associates  boarded  their  gallant  little 
ketch,  (well  named  the  Intrepid,)  and  slowly 
and  with  much  difBcnlty  effe<^ed  their  retrea^ 
by  beating  out  of  the  harbor.  The  half  hour 
consumed  in  destroying  the  ship  was  one 
great  interest.  The  wind  (as  Capt.  Jones's 
letter  and  the  pUot's  testimony  proves)  which 
was  entirely  favorable  (blowing  off  tiie  shore) 
at  the  moment  of  carrying  the  fi4gate,  and 
which  continued  so  for  nearly  half  an  hour 
afterwards,  suddenly  veered  about  (such  Bad- 
den  changes  are  common  to  that  region)  and 
became  decisively  unfavorable— in  fii^  a  head 
wind.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  tinae,  were  bi 
a  state  of  perfect  bewilderment.  Boats  filled 
with  seamen  and  soldiers  were  seen  rowing 
near  the  fH^ate.  But  not  the  slightest  effort 
was  made  either  to  repulse  the  assailants,  or 
arrest  the  retreat  of  the  ketch.  Not  a  gnu 
was  fired  from  the  Tripolitan  marine,  ^ucb 
lay  within  pistol-Bhot  distance  from  thes^vcs- 
sels ;  and  although  the  batteries  finally  opened 
upon  them,  their  fire  was  so  wild  and  irrc^Iar, 
as  to  take  effect  but  in  a  single  instance — a 
round  shot  passing  through  the  top-gallant 
sail  of  the  ketch  1  From  the  few  facts  thus 
loosely  thrown  togettier,  Mr.  H.  considered 
himself  sustained  in  the  oonclanon,  that  lient. 
Decatur,  had  his  orders  warranted  tho  attempt, 
by  cutting  the  cables  of  the  Fliiladelnhia  lio- 
mediately  after  carrying  her,  could  nave  re-* 
moved  her  in  safety  and  triumph  to  a  friendly 
port.  Every  thing  was  favorable  to  such  a 
result.  The  wind  was  propitious — the  pilot 
skilful  and  anxious  for  the  enterprise;  the 
ship,  too,  was  ready  for  sea  or  for  action,  even 
to  the  loading  of  her  guns  and  the  bending  of 
her  sails.  And  the  enemy  were  in  a  state  of 
total  incapacity  either  for  pursiut  or  attack — 
panic-struck  and  paralyzed. 

Mr.  H.  contended,  if  the  ketch,  scarcely  a 
match  for  one  of  the  smallest  Tripolitan  cruis- 
ers,  after  the  enemy's  first  moments  of  dismay 
had  snbrided,  wltii  tho  wind  ahead,  were  per- 
mitted to  depart  mun<deited,  that  no  attempt 
conld  have  been  mode — no  otianpt  would  have 
been  made,  to  have  arrested  the  retreat  of  the 
frigate.  The  frigate  was  inetmiparably  the 
safer  place.  Her  defences  were  ample,  and  the 
crew  of  the  Intrepid,  unreduced  by  the  gallant 
conquest  which  they  had  just  achieved,  were 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  have  manned  her  bat- 
teries and  made  sail  upon  the  ship.  The  half- 
hour  consumed  in  her  destruction  would  even 
have  enabled  the  captors  (so  short  was  the 
distance,  not  two  and  a  half  miles)  to  have 
towed  her  into  the  open  sea.  But  such  an 
attempt  wonld  have  b^n  unnecessary:  for  the 
wind,  as  before  observed,  was  favwable,  and 
the  pUot  pttfectly  familiar  with  the  harbw. 
EVom  the  whole  history  of  this  aohievemnit, 
sustained  by  official  documents,  and  reosoning 
from  (dl  analogy — all  precedent--all  probabili^ 
— ^Mr.  H.  considered  his  first  position  as  ftiUy 
establlshod:  that  Lieut.  Decatur  could  have 
removed  the  frigate  Philadelphia  frtaa  the 
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hirbor  <tf  Triiioli,  had  not  his  orders  prerented 
hun  from  ir^nfriny  the  attempt. 

Had  the  captora  Bnoceeded  in  remoyiog  their 
jHize  to  a  place  of  safety,  thej  would  have  been 
eotitldd  b7  the  prize  law  of  1800  to  the  foil  value 
(^the  ship,  to  250,000  or  800,000  dollars. 

Bat,  to  obTiate  all  diffioolties  on  this  n^nt ; 
to  aeoommodate,  as  fhr  as  possible,  all  differ- 
ences of  opinion  growing  out  of  the  qnestion, 
vtietber  she  could  or  conld  not  have  been 
removed,  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  resolved 
to  consider  her  aa  worth  to  the  captors  one 
hondred  thoosond  dollars  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli — which  is  the  lowest  Bam,  taking  all 
riska^— all  probabilities  of  recapture,  into  con- 
sideration, at  which  the;'  can  oonseot  to  rate 
her.  A  r^ard  for  the  menuHy  of  Commodore 
Decatur,  and  the  boaor  of  the  brave  men  as- 
sociated with  him  in  this  nneqaalled  enterprise, 
ytt.  U.  stud,  forbade  him  to  name  a  simi  lower 
than  this — a  smn  which  might  be  dei^nded, 
either  npon  the  princ^Ie  of  nght  to  which  the 
cq>tors  were  entitled  by  the  law  1800,  or 
npon  the  principle  of  remnneraUon,  aa  a  re- 
ward for  a  meritorions  and  gallant  action. 
And  it  was  upon  this  mixed  consideration,  the 
consideration  of  remnaeration  and  right,  that 
tills  most  iateresting  chum,  in  his  opinion,  was 
justly  sustainable. 

Vr.  H.  said  he  would  now  leave  the  defence 
of  the  bill  upon  the  principle  of  right  or  cap- 
ture, to  its  proftasioiud  friends,  and  proceed  to 
defisnd  it  ap<m  other  priiio^)le8— upon  the  force 
of  nameroos  precedents,  and  the  uniform  prac- 
tice and  policy  of  this  country.  For,  if  there 
be  <aie  principle,  ho  said,  more  than  any  other, 
sustained  by  its  uniform  practice  and  policy, 
it  was  the  principle  of  rewarding  the  captors  of 
public  ships  of  the  enemy,  or  ^ips  captured 
and  destroyed  at  sea.  Tlie  principle  has  ob- 
tmned,  in  every  case,  since  the  organizotirai 
of  the  navy,  with  this  single,  this  remarkable 
exception.  And  gentlemen,  he  thought,  would 
horilly  prosnme  to  say,  that  the  achievement 
under  consideration  was  not  at  least  equal  in 
gallantry  and  merit  to  any  other  which  has 
ever  graced  our  annals:  an  achievement  which, 
in  the  history  of  gallant  actions,  stands  alone— 
**like  the  sun  in  the  system,  sin^  and  unap- 
proachable." 

Mr.  H.  now  asked  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  tlio  following  precedents,  as  being 
among  the  most  striking  which  sustwn  the 
claim.  When  llult  and  Bainbridge  sent  the 
wrecks  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java  to  the 
bottom — ^burying  with  them  the  charm  of 
English  invincibility  on  the  sea  forever — they 
received  60,000  dollars,  with  the  thanks  of 
Congress,  in  each  case ;  when  Blakely — the 
ill-fated  Blakely^n  the  language  a  popuUr 
song  of  that  day— 

"Sttmed  the  Avon's  course, 
And  overhauled  the  Reindeer ;  **— 

when  the  lamented  Lawrence  snnk  the  Peaoodc 
— ezhUHting  the  most  perfect  spedmea  cf 


marine  gannery  which  the  world  had  ever 
se^ ;  when  Jones  captured  the  Frdio ;  when 
Biddle  closed  the  catalogue  (tf  our  naval  vic- 
tories, by  the  capture  and  destruction  of  tlie 
Penguin,  they  all  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, (and  most  richly — most  gloriously  they 
earned  and  deserved  them,)  various  sums  ap- 
propriated to  the  relative  value  of  the  ships 
captured  and  destroyed.  In  no  case,  I  repeat, 
has  remuneration  ever  before  been  withheld. 

There  are  other  precedents,  Hr.  Cluurman. 
which  go  still  further  to  tetablish  the  right  of 
the  captors  of  the  PhUaddphia  to  remanerar- 
tion.   I  will  briefly  notice  several  of  them : 

let.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  Lawrence, 
the  officers  and  men,  componng  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Boyer,  in  the  year  1814. 

This  act  allows  thna  the  same  sum  as  prize 
money,  for  the  desfaroction  of  the  British  uoop 
of  war  Hermes,  as  would  have  been  allowed,  u 
the  siud  sloop  of  war  had  been  oaptured  by  an 
equal  naval  force. 

2d.  An  act  fw  the  relief  of  Pharoah  Farrow 
and  others. 

This  act  distributes  to  Pharooh  Farrow  and 
his  associates,  the  proceeds  arising  from  the 
sale  of  two  armed  boats  of  an  English  ship  of 
war,  captured  by  them,  during  the  late  war. 

8d.  An  act  for  the  distribution  of  |100,000 
among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine  vessels,  cap- 
tured and  restored  to  the  Dey  AMers. 

This  act  appn^riates  and  distributes  the 
above  sum  amcnig  the  captors,  after  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  oistribation. 

This  act  constitutes  a  strong  preoedent — re- 
muneration having  been  demanded  and  made, 
although  neither  of  the  vessels  in  question  had 
passed  through  the  formalities  of  oondemnor 
tton.  The  moment  the  American  ensign  is  dis- 
played over  an  enemy's  vessel,  the  right  of  the 
captors  becomes  perfect.  Condemnation  is  a 
mere  formality.  The  whole  history  of  our 
maritime  warfare  sostdns  this  dootiine.  It 
has  no  exceptions. 

Mr.  H.  also  read  several  other  acts  of  similar 
import. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears,  from  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  a  squadnm,  to  the  o^tnre  and 
destmotion  <tf  the  smallest  armed  boat  of  the 
enemy,  the  captors,  in  every  instance,  have  re- 
ceived from  the  GroremmeDt,  with  this  signal 
exception,  a  liberal  remuneration.  Sir,  I  reoaU 
the  assertion;  they  have  not  received  a  liberal 
remuneration.  Ilieir  remnneration,  on  the 
oontrary,  has  been  a  mere  pittance— a  misera- 
ble nothingness,  compared  with  the  fdory  of 
their  achievements,  and  the  pnblio  oenefita 
which  have  resulted  from  them. 

liberal  remuneration!  Was  Hull  lil>erally 
remunerated,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  thanks  of  Congress,  for  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  the  Guerriere  t  An  event  which 
carried  disrav  hito  the  bosom  of  a  gallant  peo- 
ple— and  oansed  tiw  trident  to  tremble  hi  the 
bands  whhsh  had  swovad  it^  without  a  rival, 
dnoe  the  diV>  <^ '^^Ifiw-  ' 
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liberal  remniieratioii  I  Was  Bainbridge  lib- 
erally remonerated  for  the  capture  and  de- 
Btniction  of  the  Java?  The  most  brilliaQt  and 
dedsive  sea-fight,  perhi^  ever  foneht  between 
two  single  ships ;  and  which  settled,  for  one 
age  at  least,  the  question  of  superiority  upon 
the  sea. 

Liberal  remuneration  I  Was  tiie  gallant  vic- 
tory of  the  Crane  and  Levant  liberally  re- 
munerated t  But,  sir,  it  is  useless  to  multiply 
instances ;  in  no  one  ease  have  the  oaptoca 
the  public  ships  of  tiie  enemy  been  UberaUy 
lemunerated.  Their  remuneratioD,  I  repeat, 
has  been  signally  inconunensnrate  with  the 
sloiy  of  their  aQhievements,  and  the  public 
benefits  which  have  so  laiigely  resulted  from 
thcin. 

The  policy  of  our  country  npon  this  point, 
has  aJways  been  a  most  mistaken  one.  Ko 
nation  ever  has  been,  or  can  be,  either  beggar- 
ed or  embarrassed,  by  an  opposite  course — ^by 
a  system  of  munificence  to  its  military  benefac- 
tors. Liberality,  in  such  cases,  is  the  true 
ecoDomv  of  public  expenditure.  It  is  what 
Borice  has  strong  demminated  the  cheap 
d^nee  of  nations. 

The  captors  of  the  I^ifladelphis  are  farther 
ratitled  to  renomeration,  from  the  public  ben- 
efits which  have  resulted  from  the  achieve- 
ment. It  was  an  exploit,  of  all  others,  ealon- 
latod  to  impress  deeply  and  lastingly  tiie  policy 
of  tlie  Borbary  States  in  their  sabseqn^t  u^o- 
tiations  with  tiiis  conntry. 

Had  Lieutenant  Decatur  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing or  destroying,  at  sea,  the  whole  of  the  Tri- 
politan  fleet,  the  impression  would  have  been 
comparatively  transients-other  nations  had 
done  the  same.  Had  lieutenant  Decatur  suc- 
ceeded in  silencing  their  batteries,  <a  evw  hi 
bying  Tripoli  itaui  in  rains,  the  impresdim  also 
vonld  have  been  comparatively  trannent — 
other  nations  had  done  the  same.  But,  to  de- 
Bcend  in  the  silence  of  midni^t — ^to  burst  in 
the  very  centre  of  their  entire  armaments,  with 
tiie  suddenness  and  shock  of  a  thunderbolt, 
wrapping  their  proudest  trophy  in  flames,  and 
retreating  from  tiie  presence  of  a  whole  nation 
in  arms,  nnaasuled  and  nnporsned,  was  an  ex- 
ploit, so  novel,  so  impoung,  and  so  extraordi- 
nary, as  to  sink  deep  into  the  memory,  as  well 
as  imagination,  of  the  Mahometan,  and  leave 
impressions  upon  bis  fears  and  policy,  which 
are  as  operative  and  vivid  this  day,  as  they 
were  in  the  first  moments  of  its  consummation. 

A  striking  illustrati<m  of  this  &ot  u  afforded 
by  Lord  Exmouth's  operationa  befiMre  Altera, 
juter  negotiating  for  mmtiis ;  and  aftw  one  of 
the  Uoodiest  vietmies  of  modem  warfare,  he 
bar^  succeeded  in  extorting  terms— the  same 
terms  which  were  instantaneously  granted  to 
the  destroyer  of  the  Philadelidua,  by  lus  mere 
presence  before  that  city. 

An  American  citizen  who  has  resided  for 
many  years  in  one  of  the  Barbary  States,  (Tu- 
nis,) and  whose  opportunities  of  observation  and 
ofnrect  knowle^e  on  this  sal^oct,  w«,  per- 


haps, more  ample  than  any  other  personal  lir- 
ing,  has  volunteered,  in  the  handsomest  man- 
ner, his  strong  testimony  in  favor  of  tiiis  daim. 
He  refers  ns  to  a  novel  and  unexpected  witness^ 
— to  Caramelli  himself — ^Bashaw  of  Tripoli — as 
one  ready  and  willing  to  testify  to  the  unmedi- 
ate  and  lasting  change  in  the  policy,  not  of 
Tripoli  alone,  but  the  wh<de  of  the  Barbaiy 
St^es,  towaraa  tiiis  country,  effected  hy  the 
capture  and  deatraetion  of  the  Philadelphia. 

The  eaptors  of  the  Philadelpbia  are  fliiv 
ther  entitled  to  rennmwati<ni,  iran  other  and 
more  important  publio  benefits,  whidi  havo 
grown  out  of  this  achievement.  I  pass  by  ita 
immediate  and  ordinary  results. 

It  was  an  achievement  which  fixed  the  naval 
character  of  the  country.  It  gave  the  nation 
confidence  in  the  Navy :  it  Mve  the  Navy  con- 
fidence in  itself.  It  infused  Into  it  a  spirit  of 
enterprise  and  love  of  glory,  fW>m  which  re* 
suited,  in  no  inconsiderable  dwree,  the  victo- 
ries of  the  late  war,  upon  the  favorite  element 
of  the  enemy.  And,  lastly,  it  added  largdy  to 
our  stock  of  national  glocj,  which  alone,  in  the 
language  of  a  distinguished  modern  atatesman, 
is  above  all  price,  and,  to  jtaag  and  pcpidar 
GoTenmwnts  like  oors^  the  riweat  of  all  ao- 
qui^dtions. 

The  word  glory  seems  so  natural  to  this 
qneetion,  and  wiU  neoessarily  occur  so  ft«- 
qnmtiy  in  the  discnsnon  of  it,  that  I  must  be 

Sermitted  to  furnish  the  committee  with  my 
efinition  of  the  word,  for  I  would  not  be  mis- 
understood in  the  meaning  which  I  attach  to 
it.  I  would  not  stimulate  unnecessarily  the 
military  spirit  of  my  coontrymen.  It  is  alwaya 
excessive.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  per- 
sonal sacrifice  which  I  would  not  cheerfully 
submit  t^  to  avert  at  all  lame^  from  the  land 
I  live  in,  the  lastappeal  of  natioiu— « warnpcm 
the  land  or  the  aea.  But,  air,  as  long  as  imll- 
tary  establishmoits  are  reqniied  by  our  necea- 
sities,  it  should  be  our  study,  it  1^  indeed,  tbe 
imperative  duty  of  this  House,  to  ^ve  them  all 
the  efficiency  of  which  they  are  susceptible; 
to  infuse  into  them  that  hi^b  profrasional  spirit, 
and  those  chivalrous  feelings,  without  which 
they  are  a  mockery  and  a  curse.  The  glory  of 
which  I  speak— the  Intimate  glory  of  this  bill 
— is  not  the  glory  of  conquest  nor  ambition ; 
but  tbe  ^ory  which  pursues  illustrious  actiras, 
achieved  in  the  prosecution  of  a  righteous 
warfare,  in  defence  of  the  rights,  the  privi- 
leges, and  the  independence  <n  nations.  TIm 
^ory,  not  of  the  son  of  PhiDp,  n<nr  of  him  who 
amidst  the  mine  of  his  oonnti^,  in  the  Sen- 
ate House^  but  of  Oamillna  and  Oindnnatna,  in 
tbe  old  world — of  Washington  and  Bolivar,  in 
the  new.  He  who  gives  ^ory  like  this  to  hla 
country,  says  the  distiogmshed  statesman  to 
whom  I  have  already  referred,  gives  it  that 
which  is  far  more  valuable  to  it  than  any  ac- 
quisition whatsoever.  It  is  that  fine  extract, 
that  pure  essence,  which  endures  to  all  ages — 
which  lasts  forever. 
And  who^  Ur.  Ohainnan,  I  ask,  and  ask  with 
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oonfidBDoe,  Blnoe  tho  last  standard  was  strock 
from  the  last  dtadei  of  York  Town,  has  added 
more  largely  to  the  real  gloty  of  his  ooantry — 
with  one  sinsle  and  nnapprosohable  ezowtion 
—than  the  ^Ungnishea  snl^ect  of  thia  biU— 
the  hero,  (for  hero  he  waa  in  name  and  deed,) 
tlw  hero  oi  two  wars,  and  the  oongiieror  in 
botht 

The  captors  of  the  niiladelphia  are  entitled 
to  remnneration,  from  the  extraordinary  gal- 
lantry of  the  achievement.  Ho  nation,  either 
andent  or  modem,  has  ever  before  permitted 
an  act  of  saoh  sorpaasinff  heroism  to  pass  by 
nnnoticed  and  unrewarded.  A  Roman  eitizen, 
who  had  achieved  an  enterprise  of  nnoonunon 
gallantry,  was  rewarded  with  a  golden  wreath. 
A  Roman  citizen,  who,  by  his  bravery  and 
good  conduct,  had  raised  the  riege  of  a  poet  in 
nnminent  peril,  or  had  niooeeded  in  releasing 
his  fdlow-dtiaenflfirom  aotnal  bondage,  beeame 
wtitled  to  the  U^iest  aiilitary  dutinetitm 
among  those  brave  and  sagadonsim^le.  I4ea- 
■tenant  DeoatnT,  Mr.  Ohairtnan,  by  one  brave 
Ibat,  in  one  gallant,  glorious  hour,  entitled  him* 
to  both  distinotions— to  the  union  of  both 
wreaths.  The  admiratim  ot  hia  oonntrymen, 
daring  his  life,  and  history,  faithful  to  her 
trust,  since  his  death,  have  awarded  him  the 
one—the  laurel  wreath,  the  symbol  of  immor- 
tality. Let  ua  hasten  to  bestow  tho  other. 
And,  though  the  brow  of  the  hero  which  it 
shoald  encircle,  be  mouldering  beneath  the  turf 
of  the  valley,  our  munificence,  if  munificence  it 
he,  will  be  bestowed  neither  nnwisely  nor  nn- 
worthily.  A  tiionsand  gallant  q>irit8  will  ap- 
plaud the  act— a  thousand  gallant  tigMta  will 
respcmd  to  its  Jostioe  and  generorify.  !Eor  the 
Kavy,  believo  me^  is  looking  with  intniae  anx- 
iety to  the  progress  and  issue  of  tiiis  bill. 

Allow  me  another  view  of  the  subject  before 
I  close.  In  kffslating,  Mr.  Ohairman,  on  a  hill 
like  this,  we  uonid  seriously  inquire  wliat  ef- 
fect its  passage  or  r^eotion  is  oalonlated  to  ex- 
ercise upon  Uie  highest  interests  of  the  Nav^. 

Let  us  test  it  by  this  principle.  Suppose  it 
announced  (for  I  will  imagine  poariUe  what  I 
cannot  believe  possible)  that  this  bill,  embrac- 
ing the  most  affecting  and  inter^ng  oonsider- 
aoons — a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of 
Decatur — ^for  the  relief  of  the  infant  children  of 
two  of  the  favorite  sons  ol  the  Ksvy,  (Law- 
mice  and  MoDonoa^i,)  after  a  brief  diseosdMi 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  has  beat  ocM- 
Ij  r^ected  I  What  would  be— what  mnat  be 
the  ^foct  of  such  an  annunciation  upon  the 
Idlest  interaata  of  the  service — ^upon  its  spirit 
(rf  Mito^rise  and  love  of  glory  f  Upon  that 
unwavering  confidenoe— that  afliwtionate  re- 
gard towards  the  Government,  which  always 
should,  and  which  always  has  distinguished  the 
Kavyt  I  cannot  presume  to  answer  each  a 
question.  But  I  do  say,  for  we  can  all  imag- 
ine, that  it  would  fall  like  a  holt  of  ice  upon 
the  senrabilitiee  and  patriotism  of  a  band  of  as 
ant  and  deserving  spirits  as  ever  sustained 
chivalry  (rf  any  oonstry's  mariiw— of  men 
ToblX^— IS 
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who,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  tmder  all 
oiroumstances,  have  sustuned  the  honor  of  the 
flag,  gallantiy  and  gloriously.  Cherish  the  sea- 
man in  peace,  says  a  modem  maxim,  and  when 
war  iuTolvea  the  oooutry,  hia  qdrit  will  Uaca 
forth.  The  spirit  of  the  American  seamea  has 
blazed  forth.  E^om  the  earliest  reoords  of  the 
service — from  that  midnight  hour,  when  he^ 
the  illustrions  subject  of  this  bill,  bm^  through 
the  entire  array  of  a  whole  nation  in  arms,  tmd 
tore  from  the  diad^  of  Tripcdi  the  rioheefe 
gem — the  proudest  trophy,  which  the  most 
Cfuei  of  all  chances  had  planted  there.  Throu^ 
the  long  line  of  victories  which  graced  the  m9 
war,  nutil  the  last  pirate  was  swept  from  the 
accursed  seas  of  Cuba,  the  Navy  has  stood  the 
same  adventoroos  devoted  band  of  citizens  an^ 
soldiers,  ready  to  plunge,  Roman-ltke,  into  the 
very  al^rss,  if  necessary,  to  save  their  country : 
or  literal^  go  down,  Sraners,  with  tnmi 
and  foe,  rather  than  live  and  be  a  slave. 

I  appeal  to  you,  dr,  I  appeal  to  this  Hoim 
and  this  country ;  I  appeal  to  En^and  bersd^ 
and  to  an  nations,  whether  the  high,  the  lof^ 
pre-eminence  to  which  the  national  charactw 
nas  been  elevated  by  the  late  war,  be  not  main- 
ly  attributable  to  the  glory  of  our  naval  victo- 
ries? I  would  not  disparage  the  Army.  I 
could  not  if  I  would — certainly  would  not  if  I 
oonld,  disparage  by  invidious  comparisons,  tike 
glory  of  tlioee  who  fought  at  Srie  and  Chippe- 
wa, Oswego  and  the  Thames,  at  Bridgewater 
and  New  Orleans.  But  it  is  notorious  that  the 
Army  throughout  the  late  war,  sustained,  ai^ 
only  sustained  its  own  honor;  and  by  the 
tdoody  victories  of  the  last  campdgn,  washed 
away  the  datip  atalu  which  a  snccession  of  de> 
fbata  had  impieaaed  upon  its  history,  during  the 
first 

A  moment  more  of  the  Navy — for  its  enI(H 
^nm  I  regard  as  intimately  as  indi8S<^Uty 
connected  with  the  bill  befbre  us. 

During  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  war — ■ 
when  all  seemed  wrecked  and  lost — ^when  all, 
at  least,  was  ruin  and  disaster — ^wheu  all  waa 
mortification  and  dismay — when  the  high- 
minded  and  ingennous  American  citizen  hung 
his  head,  and  almost  forswore  his  country,  who 
brought  us  snooor  and  coosolatiott  f — who  ral- 
lied up  &e  desperate  fight  I — who  cheered  us 
in  the  stmgde  V— who  ponred  into  tiie  stream- 
ing v<mnd  ffif  our  oonntiy 'a  honor,  the  sorerodgn 
balm — the  oblivloos  .antidote  of  twenty  victo- 
ries? Let  hlstoiy  answer  thaae  questions.  Hia- 
tory  has  answered  them.  And  if  history  has 
recorded  that  one  Hall  stmckthe  Sag  of  his 
country  without  a  blow,  on  the  land,  history 
alao  recorded  that  another  Hull  strack  such  a 
blow  upon  the  sea,  as  shook,  but  with  opposite 
emotions,  two  proud  and  pow&rfal  nations  te 
their  very  centres.  If  history  has  recorded 
that  the  rod  cross  of  England  has  floated  over 
the  mins  of  this  sacked  and  violated  templ& 
history  has  also  recorded  that  Ferry  triumphed 
on  Eri&  and  MoDonough  on  C^amplain.  If 
history  has  recorded  a  aoooeanon  of  deep  dia- 
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graces  on  the  land,  history  has  also  recorded  a 
anocession  of  brilliant  victories  on  the  sea.  And 
the  war  closed  by  advancing  the  national  hon- 
Cff,  and  leaving  it  a  dietingnidied  i)rivilege  to 
Uve,  and  move,  to  be  an  American  citizeiL 

I  have  done,  but  I  entreat  the  committee  to 
reedleot  (before  the  qnestion  be  taken  to  fill 
the  Uanlc)  the  uwrtuigaished,  the  nneztin- 
gniahable  debt  of  gratitiide  and  admiratiui 
vfaidb  we  still  owe,  and  dull  alw^ye  owe,  oar 
gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  HoLOOMBz  waa  followed  1^  Ur.  !I^okbb^ 
of  K.  J.,  who  took  the  same  dde  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  concluded  his  speech  by  moving  to  fill 
the  Uank  for  the  appropriation  with  the  sum 
of  $200,000. 

The  qnestion  bemg  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Kr.  HoLoouBB  then  moved  to  fiU  the  blank 
with  the  snm  of  $100,000^  which  was  carried—* 
1^  60,  noes  60. 

A  debate  now  aroaeiqNHiihe  prindple  of  the 
Un,  which  occapied  the  House  tall  three 
o'ldo^and  in  miich  Messrs.  Whippli,  Fon- 
STREt,  HoLooHBB,  Wmn,  Ualubt,  Fownu, 

I^iiraiS  JOHHBON,  WkBSTBB,  StOBBS,  I>wxaHT, 

Whrtlbset,  MoLanx  of  Del,  "Euojaox,  and 
Bratton,  took  part. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  bill  was  advocated 
were  principally  these :  that  it  appeared  from 
the  circuuiBtances  of  the  case,  that  the  attempt 
of  Lieutenant  Decatur  to  get  possedBion  of  t£e 
frigid  Philadelphia,  whue  lyin^  under  the 
battlements  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  having 
Bocceeded,  it  would  have  been  in  his  power  to 
have  brought  the  frigate  out,  had  not  Us  orders 
from  Commodore  Fteble  been  pminptory  to 
destroy  her,  hi  wUoh  oase,  hj  ue  law  <rf  1800, 
which  regulates  t^e  distribution  of  prixe-mcn- 
fy,  a  right  would  have  vested  In  him  and  bis 
ca«w,  to  the  fhll  value  of  the  frigate  tJbus  re- 
cwtnred. 

In  support  of  the  position  that  the  ftigato 
soif^t  nave  been  brought  out,  the  opinion  of 
the  pilot,  and  of  Commodore  Bainbringe  were 
quoted. 

Beddea  this  ground  of  legal  claim,  the  bill 
was  advocated  as  an  act  of  gratitode  richly 
merited  b;^  the  valor  of  the  achievement — ^by 
Its  effect  upon  the  naval  character  of  the  coun- 
try, and  on  our  subsequent  negotiation  with 
the  Barbary  Powers ;  and  lastiy,  on  the  ground 
of  policy,  as  being  oalcoli^  to  anooorage  a 
nmt  of  daring  enterprise  among  ^  offloen  d 
the  Navy. 

The  bill  was  opposed  on  tiie  ground  that  no 
l^jal  dtim  oonld  have  vested,  because  the  Prize 
Law  requires  that  the  Teasel  should  be  con- 
demned as  lawM  priie,  and  sc^  before  any 
distribution  of  prize-monej  can  take  place. 

^e  frigate  Philadelphia  was  never  con- 
•demned  nor  sold,  nor  oomd  she  have  been,  even 
if  she  had  been  brought  out  of  the  harbw,  be- 
cause she  was  an  American  frigate,  and  not  a 
vessel  of  the  enony. 

The  doctrine  of  vested  rights  waa  also  op- 
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posed,  inasmnoh  as  all  captured  proper^  be- 
longs to  the  Government,  and  if  ipven  at  all,  is 
^ven  as  a  gratuity. 

It  was  farther  oljected,  that  if  this  dum  had 
been  a  valid  one,  it  would  have  been  presented 
at  the  time,  and  not  suffered  to  deep  for  so 
many  years— 4hat  it  waa  verr  imimbable  the 
f  rigiUe  coidd  have  been  bron^t  out  <^  the  hai^ 
bor,  beoanse  the  wind  ohoimd  about  aa  socai 
as  tiie  keteh  had  entered  the  hurbcu-,  and  the 
seven^  men  who  formed  the  crew  of  the  ketdi, 
snppooDg  them  to  have  been  sufficient  to 
work  the  fiigato  out  against  a  head  wind, 
would  have  been  so  occupied  in  this,  as  to  ba 
unable  to  work  the  guns.  It  was  further  con- 
tended that  Lieut  Decatur,  had  done  no  more 
than  his  duty,  and  had  been  sufficientlj  re- 
warded by  a  public  voto  of  thanks— the  pre- 
sentation of  a  sword,  and  the  offer  of  two 
months*  extra  pay  to  himself  and  his  men. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Mesws.  Hoixx>MBik 
Tuoos,  BwioHT,  KoLui^  Eamkltov^  and 
Du,TTOir;  and  opposed  by  Heasra,  Vhute^ 
BET  and  KaiuBT. 

Vi.  Brtam  disavowed  taking  eltSur  aide  ot 
the  question,  but  the  general  course  of  his  ob- 
servations  seemed  directed  against  the  bill. 

An  amendment  was  su^:<Mted  hj  Mr.  Fob- 
STTH,  and  agreed  to,  to  strike  out  the  word 

representmves,"  and  to  insert "  widows  and 
children." 

Hr.  Powell  proposed  to  add  to  this  amend- 
ment, that  if  there  be  no  widow  or  children, 
the  money  ahould  then  go  to  the  father  or  moth- 
er, if  living ;  but  this  was  obfected  to  by  Kr. 
Wmppu,  and  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

When  the  committee  rose,  and  the  qneatica 
to  fill  the  Uank  was  tak«i  in>  in  the  Honse, 

Mr.  Lathbop  demanded  that  the  question  be 
Uikm  by  yeaa  and  nays ;  and  they  were  ws 
dered  by  the  House. 

Itr.  Maulibt  concluded  the  debate  tor  thia 
d^,  by  a  motion  to  the  bill  <«  the  taUe; 
which  was  carried— ayes  61,  noes  60. 

And  then  the  House  a^jonmed. 


KoNDAT,  Hay  B. 
Ths  Creek  Treaty. 

The  House  resolved  itadf  into  a  Com- 
mittee erf' the  Whole,  Mr.  CoBKOxinthe  chidr, 
on  the  UU  "making  ai^topriaticws  to  oany 
into  effect  the  treaty  oonolnded  between  the 
United  Btatea  and  the  Creek  Nation,  ratified 
the  SSd  April  1826;"  and  the  biB  fr«m  the 
Senate,  "to  lod  certain  Indiana  of  the  Oe^ 
Nation,  in  their  ramovil  to  the  west  of  the 
Hisusaippi" 

The  bUl  relating  to  the  Okreek  Treaty  baring 
been  read  throngft— 

Mr.  MoLjlhz,  of  Delaware,  stated,  that  the 
Message  of  the  President,  on  the  sulgect  <ii  thia 
bill,  had  betoi  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Setaretary  of  War,  recommending  that  a  com- 
pensation be  allowed  for  certain  impn>v«nents 
made     these  Indiana^  on  the  nnoeded  landi 
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in  Alftbama  and  Gwrgia.  The  Oommittee  of 
Way B  and  Means  (he  siud)  had  been  disposed 
to  promote  that' object,  which  they  considered 
A  good  one,  aad  bad  directed  him  to  move  the 
following  amendment  to  the  bill : 

"  For  indemnifying  emigrants  for  their  im- 
provements in  the  nnoeded  part  of  their  terri- 
tory, whether  in  the  limits  of  Alabama  or  Geor- 
gia, 20,000  doUara." 

Mr.  FoBSTTa  then  said :  the  whole  sabject  of 
tiie  Greek  difficulties  came  before  the  House  in 
a  very  cnriona  manner.  The  President  in  his 
Message,  at  tlia  b^^nidng  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  bad  told  Doth  branohea  ei  the  Na- 
tumal  L^fislatare  that  he  shonld,  on  the  matter 
of  the  Greek  treaty,  eend  a  apedal  Message. 
Daring  the  last  Sammer,  the  Freddent  had, 
throtu^h  the  Secretary  of  War  in  two  inatances, 
stated  formally  to  the  anthorities  of  Get^a, 
that  the  whole  sabjeot  wonld  be  presented  to 
Gongress,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  opinions 
of  Congress  on  the  validity  of  the  treaty  itself, 
as  well  as  npon  the  conduct  of  the  Administra- 
tion, on  all  the  qnestions  arising  ont  of  it. 
These  promises  are  not  yet  performed,  and  Mr. 
F.  took  it  for  granted  every  thing  was  before 
the  House  intended  by  tbe  Execntive  to  be  com- 
municated to  it.  Qongren  is  now  adnd  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  w  ezeontimof  a  ocmtraet 
whose  avowed  oUeot  la,  at  an  additioial  ex- 
pense of  near  half  a  milUon  of  dollars,  to  set 
aside  a  previous  contract,  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  TJaited  States.  The  contract 
now  before  the  House  (he  would  not  abuse  lan- 
guage by  calling  such  instruments  treaties)  had 
indeed  been  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  rati- 
fied with  their  approbation,  and  was.  as  gentle- 
men were  pleased  to  call  it,  a  law  of  the  land ; 
that  which  is  to  he  set  aside,  had  met  a  like 
good  fortune— had  received  the  same  approba- 
tion and  ratification.  Were  gentiemen  satisfied 
that  all  was  correct  because  it  had  been  done  f 
The  Pretident  and  Benuta,  who  had  approved 
the  first,  an  now  content  that  it  shalt  be  anni- 
hihited.  On  what  sroond  resta  thdr  last  de- 
tmidnationf  8o  &r  as  an  c^flnion  can  be 
framed  fn»n  the  contracts  thanaelveB,  both  of 
which  ore  commnnicated,  unacoonq>anied  by 
any  other  docnment  or  ezplimation  of  them, 
the  first  contract  is  to  be  set  aidde  in  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  one  of  the  parties  to 
execnte  it,  on  the  all^ation  that  the  persons 
who  made  it,  had  not  competent  authority. 
Was  this  the  &ctf  Was  there  any  proof  of  it 
before  tiie  House !  That  the  new  contract  is 
preferred  by  a  minority  of  the  Creek  tribe,  to 
the  old,  cannot  be  doubted.  Eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  be  more  acceptable  cer- 
tidnly  than  half  that  sum.  But  how  stood  this 
question  whea  the  first  contract  was  made  ? 
The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  who 
formed  it,  bdlered,  or  asserted  if  they  did  not 
brieve,  that  tiie  persons  with  whom  the  ar- 
rangement at  the  Indian  Springs  was  made, 
had  fuU  power  to  bind  their  tribe  by  its  stipu- 
latiooa— thA.ohieft  who  made  it,  amrted  tlMir 
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right  to  act,  and  alleged,  that  what  was  don« 
by  them  wonld  meet  the  approbation  of  tho 
great  mass  of  their  tribe.  Ijhe  agent  of  the 
United  States  denoimced  the  contract,  as  made 
by  persons  unauthorised — as  made  contrary  to 
the  instructions  of  the  United  States — and  aa 
calculated,  if  ratified,  to  do  infinite  mischief  to 
the  Greek  nation.  The  President  and  Senate 
were  perfectly  aware,  as  was  every  person  the 
least  acquainted  with  the  subject,  tna^;,  on  the 
pronosed  exUngnishment  of  their  claim  to  tho 
lonos  occupied  by  them,  thtfe  was  a  great  di- 
vbion  amoi^  the  In^ans.  The  persm  who 
ought  to  have  been  best  acquaintea  with  their 
sentiments,  was  the  agent  rending  among  fhem. 
If  he  was  worthy  of  credit,  his  opinion  must 
have  cmtroUed  the  judgment  of  the  Executive 
on  this  point.  Was  he  Wieved  or  discredited! 
It  is  but  Just  to  the  late  and  present  Chief  Mai^ 
istrate  to  suppose,  that  they  believed  him.  If 
not,  how  happens  it  that  an  agent  of  Govern- 
ment, who  gave  officially  false  information,  is 
retfUned  In  office—has  enjoyed  tite  confidence, 
the  full  confidence  of  the  Administration — has 
been  used  by  them  from  that  hour  to  this  t  The 
President  and  Senate  were  forewarned  fhat 
difficulties  were  opposed  to  the  formation  of 
the  oontract,  and  tiiey  disregarded  them.  They 
were  forewarned  that  the  power  oS  the  persons 
rignlng  it  was  diqmted ;  this,  also,  did  not  ar- 
rest its  ratifioation.  IHffiomties  were  antici- 
pated to  the  execution  of  the  arrangement,  but 
it  was  believed  tiuit  the  chiefe  who  made  it, 
aided  and  protected  by  the  United  States, 
would  be  able  to  overcome  all  opposition  to  iL 
and  that  the  pnrpoees  of  the  Government  conld 
be  accomplished  vrithout  injustice  or  violence; 
These  anticipations  wonld  have  been  realized, 
if  the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  the  contrac^ 
was  made,  had  not  been,  in  forming  that  con- 
tract, utterly  disregarded.  Instructed  by  what 
has  cnnce  ocourred,  by  the  declarations  con- 
tained in  the  new  atrangemeut,  we  now  know 
that  flie  dilef  obstacle  to  tiie  ratifioation  of  the 
first  anrangeonwit,  was  the  repugnanoe  of  many 
v(  the  biuans  to  go  to  the  r^ion  west  of  the 
Missi^ppi. 

The  act  of  Congress  appropriated  money  to 
extinguish  the  Creek  title  to  land  within  the 
limits  of  Geor^a.  The  negotiation  was  for  all 
the  land  occupied  by  them  in  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama ;  and  nearly  all  in  both  States  was  ceded. 
But  these  cessions  were  subordinate  to  the 
prominent  object  of  furthering  a  project  of  the 
then  President — the  congregation  of  all  the  In- 
dians beyond  the  Missismppi,  to  establish  a 
great  Indian  Government,  for  the  purposes  of 
Indian  civilizoticai — a  project  not  approved  by 
Congress,  and  deemed,  by  many  ca  the  most 
prudent  of  our  statesmen,  wild,  visionary,  and 
impracticable.  Soppoee  toe  intmtions  of  Con- 
gress had  been  fairly  executed,  is  it  not  now 
obviotis  that  any  difficulty  which  wonld  have 
arisen  wonld  have  been,  by  the  exercise  o(  or- 
dinary prudence  and  firmness,  tempered  by  a 
kind  ooudderatiou  of  what  is  due  to  our  do- 
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pendent  Indisns,  easily  overcome.  For  Its  own 
norposei^  the  United  States,  by  the  EzectitiTe 
ICi^iBteaCei,  created  this  obstacle — an  obstacle 
we  are  now  officially  told,  inBurmonntable — 
every  exertion  to  overcome  it  having  been 
made,  and  made  in  vain.  Let  us  see  (said  Mr. 
IV)  npon  what  foundation  rests  this  assertion, 
what  exertions  have  been  made  to  execute  a 
contract  thns  made,  contrary  to  the  intentions 
of  OoQgress,  and  embracing  objects  in  which 
the  State  of  Georfpa,  for  whose  benefit  Con- 
gress acted,  had  only  a  common  interest  with 
Uie  other  States.  The  ratification  of  &e  agree- 
ment of  the  Indian  Springs  was  scarcely  com- 
plete before  the  Premdent  was  formalhr  cau- 
tioned against  tmsting  the  Creek  agent  far  the 
ftxeontion  of  it  He  was  informed  tliat,  aa  hla 
hoBtifily  to  the  agreement  was  notorious  and 
persevering.  It  was  apprehended  that,  pursuing 
the  same  policy  which  had  governed  his  previ- 
ooB  condnct,  he  would  throw  obstades  in  the 
way,  instead  of  promoting  the  execution  of  the 
agreement  It  was  believed  that  he  had  bew 
in  Washington  for  the  purpose  <^  preventing  the 
ratiOcation  of  the  contract,  and.  filing,  he 
woAd  return  to  the  Indians  with  feelings  of 
increased  bitterness  against  those  who  had  par- 
ticipated in  its  formation.  This  apprehension 
was  prophetic  He  returned  to  tiie  Indians. 
What  immediatdy  ocoorred  need  not  be  tdd. 
What  eflbrt  was  used  him  to  reomoile  the 
Creeks  to  the  agreement  tiiat  had  been  madef 
What  uffort  to  prevent  the  assassination  which 
followed  t  Did  he  dissuade  the  Indians  from 
violence  ?  Did  he  menace  the  irritated  with  the 
indignation  of  the  Government,  if  either  of 
those  chiefs,  who  had  lent  themselves  to  its 
wishes,  should  be  molested?  If  he  did,  sir,  the 
evidence  of  his  exertions  have  not  yet  reached 
the  public  eye,  and  not  a  suspicion  is  enter- 
tiuned  that  it  exists ;  but  it  is  known  that  he 
was  the  enemy  of  the  chief  who  fell,  the  vindi- 
cator and  Mend  of  his  assassins,  the  calumnia- 
tor of  his  followers,  and  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States,  with  whom  the  agree- 
ment was  made.  Pasnng  over  all  that  oecnrred 
in  tiie  Creek  nation,  as  not  necessary  to  be  now 
diaonssed;  throwing  a  veil  over  those  bloody 
transactions  wMdi  have  been  called  by  dticens 
of  the  Uidted  States — men  of  peaoe  uid  order, 
too,  and  the  especial  haters  of  violent  language 
— executions  under  criminal  laws ;  let  ns  come 
to  the  consideration  of  what  has  been  done 
here  for  the  execution  of  the  first  contract 
Sir,  your  Secretary  of  War  did  not  even  at- 
tempt the  execntion  of  it  He '  considered,  on 
the  report  of  General  Gaines,  that  ^  &  great 
majority  of  the  nation  was  t^ainst  11,  it  was 
hoi>eleas  even  to  propose  It  to  the  Creek  dele- 
gation, who  came  hem  to  dlacoBB  the  whole 
matter.  This  report  we  have  not ;  but  it  is 
stated  that  1,690  ohi^  and  warriors  declared 
against  It  ont  of  a  population  of  about  S0,000 
souls,  and  this,  too,  after  the  principal  chief  of 
tiie  frimdly  party  had  been  massacred ;  his  fol- 
lowandiiw by  licAeooefhim  the  nation;  and 
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their  friends  in  the  nation  terrified  or  pur- 
chased into  silence.  Ko  effort  was  nude  hcn  .  • 
to  effect  the  execution  of  tiie  old  contract  By 
way  (Mr.  F.  presomed)  of  securing  the  best 
possible  arrangement  tike  idea  of  its  executi<m 
was  abandoned  altogether,  and  the  Ind^ns  soon 
saw  that  the  whole  game  was  in  their  own 
hands,  and  a  negotiation  was  formally  opened 
for  a  new  bargain.  The  Executive,  we  ire 
told,  wished  a  cession  of  all  the  lands  in  Geor* 
sia ;  the  Indians  would  not  cede  beyond  the 
Chatahooohie.  After  exhausting  all  bis  diplo- 
matic skill,  luded  and  assisted,  no  doubt  ^7 
Creek  agent,  and  certain  other  agents  of  other 
Indians,  the  Secretary,  acting  nnder  tiie  au- 
thority of  the  FresidMit,  ^)plied  to  the  delegap 
tion  <^  Georgia  to  Icnow  whether  Georgia  would 
pr^  a  oesdiMi  to  the  Chatahooehie,  or  a  ref- 
erence of  the  whole  subject  to  Congress,  with 
a  view  to  investigate  the  validity  of  the  agree- 
ment, which  had,  by  the  President  himself^ 
been  ratified  and  proclaimed,  affirming  that  to 
procure  a  cesdon  beyond  the  Chatahooehie, 
was  impracticable.  The  delegation  of  Geor- 
gia, not  choosing  to  divide  responsibili^  with 
the  President  it  was  found  practicable  to  pro* 
cure  a  cession  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
lands  in  Geoi^a,  the  boundary  being  estab- 
lished b^ond  the  Chatahooehie,  notwithstand- 
ing what  the  SeeretaiT  had  been  ]deased  to 
conrader  a  veiT  reascmable  detenninmon  of  the 
Indians,  to  adhere  to  that  natural  boundary. 
This  contract  was  Bobmitted  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  having  been  taken  off 
their  proceedings,  Mr.  F.  sfdd,  ne  was  able  to 
state  how  it  had  been  received.  The  c(Hnmit- 
tee  to  whom  the  new  agreement  was  referred, 
recommended  its  rejection.  In  this  unexpected 
etat«  of  tilings,  tlie  boundary  line,  the  best 
that  could  be  obtuned  from  those  obstinate 
Indians,  was  again  changed,  and  by  an  addi- 
tional article,  nearly  all  the  land  in  Georgia 
was  given  up.  Thns  altered,  the  new  con- 
tract was  approved  by  the  Senate,  under  a 
OMiTiotion  (which,  Hr.  F.  fbared,  was  not  well 
founded)  that  In  jlKt  all  that  Georgia  bad  a 
right  to  demand,  under  the  first  was  substan- 
tiuy  seonred  by  the  second.  These  two  ctm- 
tracts  are  now  before  the  committee.  To  r«> 
fose  the  anpropriation  now  asked,  is  scarcely  a 
matter  ctf  oiscretion.  The  Indians  will  be,  with- 
out doubt  attached  to  the  new  bargain.  They 
are  too  well  bribed  for  their  oppoMtion  to  the 
old  one,  not  to  adhere  to  the  stand  they  have 
taken  in  favor  of  the  new.  Although  thus 
trammelled  by  ^ecntive  mismanagement  the 
principle  upon  which  the  President  has  acted 
IS  too  important  to  be  passed  without  notice. 
It  was,  indeed,  most  worthy  ot  the  d^berate 
oonrfderation  w  tiia  BojHresentatirea  of  the  peo- 
]de.  The  A-etident  seems  to  have  omridered 
that  the  sul^eet  of  the  oontraet  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  was  one  wholly  under  bis  ecmtrol— to 
enforce,  alter,  or  invaliaat«  it  If  not  by  his  own 
authority,  certaiidy  with  the  aid  of  the  Senate. 
He  has  implied  to  it  the  doctrine  of  treaties^ 
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Thioh  maj  be  altered  or  ananlled  b;  the  sobae- 

Suent  agreement  of  the  parties.  He  has  en- 
rely  oyerlooked  the  doctrine  of  treal^es  and 
of  contracts,  where  they  affect  the  interests  of 
third  powers,  or  third  persons.  Neither  trea- 
ties Dor  contracts  oao  be  changed,  to  the  pre- 
jodice  of  others,  who  hold  rights  under  them. 
Their  consent  is  as  necessary  to  the  validity  of 
a  new  agreement  as  the  assent  of  the  parties  to 
the  first.  G^rgia  has  not  been  considered  at 
except  from  respect  to  her  rights,  under  the 
compact  of  1802.  She  has  been  treated  as  if 
having  no  authority  to  iatet&re  in  the  arrange- 
ments proposed  and  made.  How  far  this  doc- 
trine has  met  the  (^probation  cf  the  Senate, 
does  not  appear ;  bat  Ur.  F.  was  justified,  by 
what  he  Had  already  stated,  in  beHiering  that 
such  was  not  the  opinion  of  that  body.  What 
is  the  amount  of  the  interest  of  the  State  is  not 
important  The  two  contracts  differ  in  these 
particulars :  By  the  first,  all  the  Greek  lands  in 
Georgia  were  ceded ;  by  the  second,  all  the 
lands  are  not  ^cifically  ceded ;  and  whether 
all  are  ceded  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Indians,  if  their  Secretary  of 
L^otioa  is  good  authority,  all  the  land  is  not 
ceded.  By  the  first,  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
move by  the  first  of  September,  of  the  present 
year ;  by  the  second,  they  remain  till  January, 
1627.  Although  the  principle  iuvolTed  is  im- 
iKntant,  the  interest  is  trifling.  As  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  delegation  from  Georaia  to 
present  a  written  prote^  Mr.  F.  woald  not 
touch  further  on  this  topic.  The  interest  of 
the  State,  in  the  qnestion  before  the  committee, 
was  not  the  moving  cause  of  his  address  to  the 
House.  The  interests  of  tbe  State  could  not  be 
iigured  by  any  bargain  the  United  States  might 
choose  to  make  with  any  Indian  tribe.  Con- 
gress cannot  touch  the  rights  already  vested  in 
Georgia,  whose  constitutional  organs  would  do 
Uieir  duty  in  asserting  them.  His  object  in 
addressing  the  committee,  was  to  ezpl^  what 
wa«  the  real  qaestions  between  the  State 
anthorities,  and  the  EzeciUiTe  of  the  United 
States,  growing  out  of  the  oontraot  of  the  In- 
dian Springs,  so  far  as  they  had  any  relation 
to  that  contract,  and  to  expose  the  gross  mis- 
representations which  bad  been  used  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  It  has 
been  asserted  again  and  again,  in  newepapers, 
pamphlets,  and  reviews,  spread  with  malignant 
mdustry  to  every  corner  of  the  Union,  ttiat  a 
serioQs  controversy  existed  between  Georgia 
and  the  Creeks ;  that  Georgia  had,  by  artifice, 
frsod,  and  corruption,  procured  the  formation 
of  a  treaty,  for  the  execution  of  which  they 
were  eager,  and  ready  to  annihilate  those  poor 
Indians  whose  interests  had  been  betrayed ;  tliat 
the  benevolent  interpoendon  of  tiie  Preddent 
had  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  this  ne- 
farious design.  Those  who  hear  me,  Mr.  F. 
said,  need  not  be  told  that  Georgia  never  has 
had  any  controversy  with  the  Creeks  or  Chero- 
kees — no  connection  with  the  formation  of  what 
was  called  the  Treaty  of  February,  1825.  It 
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would  not  escape  the  observation  of  the  peoplei 
that  the  frands  and  briberies,  and  corruptions 
and  villanies,  so  eloquently  denounced  during 
the  preceding  Summer,  and  so  falsely  imputed 
to  the  State,  were  not  even  among  the  induce- 
ments to  the  new  arrangemrat  made  in  Wash- 
ington. The  only  controversy  in  which  Geor- 
gia has  been  concerned,  was  one  between  Geor- 
gia and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States, 
tondiing  the  execution  of  the  compact  of  180S. 
The  State  Government  did  not  thuik  the  Prea- 
ident  was  disposed  to  use  all  the  means  neces- 
sary and  i»oper  for  ita  fulfilment,  i^ipeals 
wero  made  to  Concress^  and  tiie  wishes  of  the 
State  were  met  by  requisite  appropriationa 
for  hol^g  meetings  with  the  Indians.  As 
soon  as  the  agreement  of  the  Indian  Springs 
was  prockumed,  the  Legislature  of  the  Stata 

{)as8ed  the  usual  act  for  uie  distribution  of  the 
and,  directing  surveys  to  be  made  of  it,  pre- 
paratory to  the  immediate  occupation  of  it,  as 
soon  as  the  Indians  should  remove.  The  right 
of  the  State  to  make  this  survey  was  disputed 
by  the  President,  and  the  only  question  was, 
Had  Georna  the  right  to  survey  the  lands 
within  her  limits,  although  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians ?  The  Governor  of  Georgia  thought  this 
right  perfect,  under  the  contract  with  the  In- 
dians, and  especially  as  he  had  obtfuned  tihe 
consent  of  those  In^ans  with  whom  that  con- 
tract waa  made.  Ur.  F.  conndered  the  right 
as  perfect,  independent  of  the  contract.  It  is 
a  right  which  belongs  to  every  State,  to  order  or 
to  prohibit  surveys  of  its  Indian  lands — a  right 
never  before  dilated  or  denied;  one  exercised 
constantly  by  Georfpa,  and  by  every  other 
State.  The  Supreme  Court  has,  more  than 
once,  decided  that  a  State  could  grant  its  Indi- 
an  lainds,  and  that  the  grant  would  be  perfect. 
If  the  right  exists  to  grant,  how  can  the  minor 
pow^er  to  mark  artificially,  in  the  absence  of 
natural  boundaries,  tbe  limits  of  the  granted 
lands,  be  denied  ?  The  Indian  lands  were  con- 
stantly surveyed  by  citizens  of  the  State,  until 
such  surveys  were  prohibited  by  a  State  statute. 
This  right  was,  by  the  Umted  States,  tacitly 
admitted  to  exist.  During  the  last  year,  tho 
State  i^)plied  to  the  Preudent  to  join  the  State 
in  ascertaining  and  marking  the  division  line 
between  Georgia  and  Alabama,  a  line  pas^ng 
through  the  Creok  and  Cherokee  lands.  The 
President  declined,  not  on  the  ground  of  Indi- 
an occupation  of  ute  land  through  which  the 
line  waa  to  pass ;  not  on  the  pretext  that  the 
Indian  consent  was  necessary — such  an  idea 
was  not  hinted  at — but,  on  the  ground  that  the 
United  States  had  no  interest  in  the  settle- 
ment of  that  boundary  line ;  it  was  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  of  GeOTgla  and  Alabama 
only.  A  strange  asserUon  t  The  land  in  Ala- 
bama bdongiug  to  the  United  States,  the' Gen- 
eral Government  has  certainly  some  interrat  in 
having  the  boundary  of  that  land  accurately  as- 
certained. The  President  conoeived  himself 
authorized  to  interfere  to  prevent  this  survey 
under  tbe  contract  of  1625.  Thia  contract  waa 
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oUigatory  when  it  (^wrat«d  against  the  wishes 
(tf  a  State,  but  donbtfat  when  it  operated  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Uelntoflh  Indians,  and  acunst  the 
wishes  of  those  hostile  to  it.  This  determina- 
tion of  the  State  peaceably  to  snrvey  its  own 
lands,  was  the  pretext  for  one  of  the  most  high- 
handed measures  ever  witnessed  in  a  free  Gov- 
emment.  The  right  was  nnqaeetionabl}'  with 
Georgia.  Admitting  it  to  have  been  donbtfiil; 
allow  even  that  the  President  was  correct; 
^at  his  obligation  was  to  interpose ;  see,  mr, 
how  that  obligation  was  performed.  Ko  jndge 
was  called  on,  no  manstrate  sought  to  com- 
mand the  serrices  of  &e  marshals,  sherifb,  or 
U7  other  oivilofflow;  but  a  direct  appeal  was 
made  to  foroe,  in  (he  most  odions  of  its  forms 
•—military  foroe — a  portion  of  the  standing 
wmy,  oF  the  hired  soldiery,  were  the  instm- 
ments  ordered  to  be  used  agsinst  a  State  law 
—a  military  force,  previonsly  carried  to  the 
scene  of  action,  with  tbe  design  of  preserving 
peace  among  tbe  Indians  1  I  ask,  by  what  au- 
thority the  President  emfdpyed  this  military 
force,  in  a  time  of  profbimd  peace^  agafaut  (»ie 
of  tbe  Confederacy? 

Hr.  Taitmall  said  he  had  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  to  the  committee  the 
coarse  which  he  had  prescribed  to  himself, 
and,  at  tbe  reqnest  of  bis  colleagues,  who 
(with  the  exception  of  his  iKend  who  had 
Just  aat  down)  oononrred  with  Um,  that  whidi 
they  had  prescribed  to  themselves.  It  was  not 
onr  intention  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
enssion  of  the  facts  involved  in  the  sabject 
befbra  the  committee — nor  was  it  onr  intention 
to  say  any  thing  which  could  be,  in  any 
manner,  calculated  to  touch  or  excite  tiie 
feelings  of  gentiemen  on  that  floor.  We  were 
not  diq>osed  to  enter  into  the  disousrion  of  tbe 
nferits  of  the  "  old  "  and  of  "  the  new  treaty," 
as  they  were  stvled;  because,  we  were  not  pre- 
pared with  tbe  necessary  testimony  to  sustain 
ourselves.  Not  being  prepwed  for  such  investi- 
gation, we  had  determined  to  use  no  expression 
vefleoting  dUwr  npon  the  General  Government 
or  upon  the  agents  employed  by  it,  which 
Boi^t  be  ealonlated  to  prodnoe  ansiy  ftelings 
at  reerbninating  expresnona,  l^onlo  we  do  so, 
tbe  gttitiemen  on  tbe  other  ride  would  have  a 
tij^t  to  call  niKMi  us  to  substantiate  any  aoonsa- 
tioDS  we  mi^t  ;make.  Kow,  if  called  upon 
for  evidence,  we  had  it  not  We  were  not 
0ven  in  the  possession  of  the  official  documents, 
and  papers  alluded  to  b^  my  colleague.  In 
fiict,  even  if  in  possession  of  them,  it  was 
proper  to  say  we  shonld  not  consent  to  rest 
oar  case  upon  them.  They  contained  «d  parte 
testimony,  against  the  use  of  which,  in  any 
manner,  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  Geoi:gia, 
we  wore  ready  to  solemnly  protest.  We  were, 
therefore,  wholly  nnprepared  for  trial,  and 
were  oonseqnentiT  nowimng  to  use  ezpremons 
which  might  be  iMeiaav9.  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
<tf  shrinking  where  it  is  my  duty  to  advanoe 
forward;  bat  I  never  will  consent  to  make  an 
$aeamtloa  in  mj  caae^  until  I  have  the  pnoi 
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within  readi.  My  oolleagoe,  said  ICr.  T.,  be- 
lieved he  had  soffloiant  woof  to  stand  upon.  W« 
tbou^t  we  had  not  We  therefore  hoped  that 
gentiemen,  in  any  remarks  which  they  might 
think  it  proper  to  make,  would  studioiwly 
avoid,  in  we  slightoet  degree,  reflecting  npon  the 
character  or  ooudnot  of  the  Executive  or  of  the 
citizens  of  Georgia.  Whilst  we  abstained,  under 
tbe  circumstances,  from  giving  vent  to  onr  fed- 
ings,  by  expresung,  in  strongterms,  our  disappro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  the  General  Guvem- 
ment,  we  should  promptiy  and  severely  repel  the 
sli^test  impntautm  cast  npon  the  citizens  of 
Ge(n:gia,  or  the  Executive.  Whilst,  however, 
we  decMied  onr  determination  to  avoid  unplea- 
sant or  escUit^  ^unrions,  we  wished  it  to  be 
distinctiy  nnderstcMd,  we  were  far  from  beins 
insennble  to  the  treatment  our  State  had 
rec^ved.  We  wished  it  to  be  understood  that 
we  were  far  from  expres^ng  aj^robation  of  the 
General  Government  or  disapprobation  of  our 
own. 

In  r^;ard  to  tbe  immediate  subject  before  the 
committee,  I  would  frankly  observe,  that  we 
should  have  no  very  serious  objections  to  the 
passage  of  the  bills  nnder  consideration,  pro- 
vided the  constitutional  diCBoulty  were  out  of 
the  way.  We  believed  that  the  "  new  treaty," 
with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  sapple- 
mmtal  Ull,  would  affivd  to  Geoi^  every  mate- 
rial ^vantage  seoored  nnder  tbe  "  old  treaty," 
vtd  hi  regard  to  the  Mcintosh  Indiana,  the  advan- 
tages held  out  to  them  were  far  beyond  whiU 
the  old  treaty  entitled  them  to.  The  £ftct  was, 
tbe  General  Government  had  gotten  into  a 
ditemma,  and  we  most  pay  pretty  dearly  to 
get  out  of  it 

The  State  of  Georgia  was  prepared  to  eiecnte 
the  "old  treaty."  The  ceded  country  will 
be  occupied  under  it;  but  it  would  be  a 
want  of  candor  in  us  to  say,  that  we  did 
not  r^oioe  that  tbe  provisions  of  this  treaty,  so 
far  as  Geoi^a  was  concerned,  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  materially  conflicting  with 
those  of  the  ^  new.**  All  apprehension,  there- 
fore, of  a  collMott  between  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  was  at  an  end.  A  civil 
war  was,  in  all  cases,  horrible,^  and  every 

rtriot  should  dedre  to  avoid  it.  In  this  case, 
tbe  General  Government  had  persevered  in 
its  course,  it  would  have  been  inevitable. 
Nothing  but  a  measure  the  present  kind 
could  avert  it,  unless  either  party  bad  yielded 
to  the  threat  of  force  from  the  opposite  side. 
Our  pride,  as  Georgians,  would  prevent  ua 
saying  that  we  would  have  been  anwillin^  to 
have  met  such  a  crisis,  and  to  have  muntamed 
our  rights  under  every  hazard.  That  condition 
wonid  be  a  dreadful  one  indeed,  however,  when 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  alone  could  settle 
tbe  controversy.  We  approved  of  the  bUh 
as  oaloulated  to  prevent  a  civil  war  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geoivia,  and 
also  to  avert  an  Internal  war  between  the  two 
q>poring  parties  in  the  Greek  Nation.  These 
parties  had  bea  reetndned  from  hostiUtiei 
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vhich  wonld  hare  serlonBly  affected  the  safetj 
and  qoiet  of  the  frontiers  of  Oeoigia,  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  and  Florida,  only  by  the 
interference  of  General  Qunea,  under  the  orders 
of  the  General  GoTomment.  Both  'parties 
were  Indneed  to  sabmit  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment  tbelr  difbieDoeB.  ThereaoUof  thislnto^ 
ffaranae  is  now  tiie  soUeet  of  our  oondderation. 
Ji  we  pused  these  bilu,  fhne  wosld  be  ntis- 
flutioa  on  both  odea,  we  not,  I  felt  it 
mj  duty  to  stata  that  the  Mcintosh  party  would 
retara  home  wiUi  the  most  determined  hostile 
faitentions.  It  was  with  mnch  difficulty  this 
delation  had  been  kept  here.  Upon  repre* 
senting  dieir  feelings  to  the  War  I>epartment, 
and  explaining  what  they  reqnired  to  be  done,  I 
waa  promptly  anthotized  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  give  them  every  aasnraooe  that  they  uioold  be 
Batiafied-  mtbont  this,  they  oonld  not  have  been 
kept  here. 

Mr.  Mnns  rose,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Indian  Affi^rs,  to  express  a  hope 
that  the  ai^)K>priation  wmiid  pass  withont  opfo- 
tition. 

Hi.  Own  s^  that  this  wm  a  mljeot  wUdh 
did  not  affect  Gecof^  rady,  or  Alabama,  or  the 
Creek  nation,  bnt  had  a  bearing  on  every 
individnal  in  the  nation ;  every  friend  of  the 
fonn  of  Government  nnder  which  we  live.  He 
had  not  risen  to  m^e  a  protest  agidnM  the 
treaty,  and  to  support  that  protest  by  a  lengthy 
argoment;  but  to  say  that  if  the  bill  shoald 
pass,  a  greater  innovation  wonld  be  made  than 
ever  bad  taken  place  before,  in  the  policy  and 
principles  of  this  Government  If  the  prinoijile 
to  which  the  bill  directly  led,  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  State  rights  were 
gone  forever :  the  treaty-making  power  wonld 
ere  long  swallow  np  all  the  rights  of  this 
people:  no  mle  wonld  remain  by  wUch  acts 
ftf  the  Execative  oonld  be  tested,  aiA  no  liberty 
wonld  be  eqjoyed,  where  the  Government 
might  accompli^  whatever  it  jdeased  under  the 
cover  of  a  treaty-making  power.  Heoonsidered 
tiie  soperseding  of  the  old  treaty  as  a  violation 
of  the  constitution.  The  Prendent  and  Senate 
had  no  snoh  power  by  the  consUtntlon.  If  a 
treaty  is  made  by  which  a  third  party  obtains 
xi^ta,  they  are  vested  rights,  and  the  treaty 
cannot  be  repealed  withont  the  consent  of  that 
party.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  nnconstitntional ;  the  oripnal 
treaty  is  now  the  law  of  the  land:  it  has 
reonved  the  constitutional  sanction,  and  been 
promulgated.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  State 
of  Alabama  possessed  the  power  to  act  on  the 
original  treaty,  and  mif^t  extend  tlie  municipal 
regulations  that  State  over  the  lands  now 
ceded.  He  thoo^t  gentlemen  ought  to  reflect 
wdl  on  what  they  were  about  to  do,  and 
think  what  a  prindple  they  were  about  to  sanc- 
tion. He  wished  to  reocvd  his  vote  agunst 
it,  and  should  be  glad  to  see  {he  Honae  rrieet 
the  bill 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  biB  ttom 
tin  Saute  to  be  read  a  tliird  time— 
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Mr.  Sthono  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec* 
tion  of  the  bill — ^in  effect,  to  destroy  the  bill : 
and  followed  his  motion  with  a  number  of  re- 
marks, in  support  of  it,  and  in  explanation  of 
his  objections  to  the  bill,  which  were,  general' 
ly,  that  he  was  oi^iosed  to  a  partial  commence- 
ment of  a  system,  which  onmt  to  be  genMaL 
if  acted  on  at  alL 

Mr.  OoGKs  opposed  the  motzcm,  and  rerdied 
to  Mr.  Sisom,  and  read  the  6th  article  of  the 
late  treaty  with  tiiose  Indians,  to  show  tiiat 
this  bill  was  required  by  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  StBoira  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  the  enacting  clause:  which  was 
nanatived;  and 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  the  Honse  a^onmed. 


TmsDAT,  May  9. 

The  Creek  Treatiee^  he. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "to  aid  oertahi  ^- 
ffians  of  the  Oreek  nation,  in  th^  remonl  to 
the  west  of  the  HlBsIssippi "  was  read  a  third 

time;  when  Mr.  SraoNa  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  paasage  of  the  bill  TIm 
House  sustained  the  caU,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  by  yeas  and  toijb — 158  to  16. 

Mr.  FoBsrm  rose  in  his  plaoe,  and  dedred 
that  a  paper  which  he  held  m  his  hwd  mig^ 
be  received  and  read. 

Hr.  Wbbstbb  dedred  of  the  Chair  to  be  in- 
formed whether  the  compUance  with  snoh  a  re- 
quest was  in  order  I 

The  Chair  replied,  a  gentieman  desires  that 
a  paper  which  he  holds  may  be  read  to  the 
House.  If  no  objections  are  ofiiared,  the  read- 
ing will  be  ordered. 

Ifr,  WxBBnB  said,  that  if  the  paper  niated 
to  any  snl^eot  before  the  House,  he  sninwsed 
it  might  properly  be  read ;  if  not,  he  shoaU 
suppose  it  out  of  order. 

The  Speaker  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  state  briefly  the  natare  of  the  pq>er 
he  wished  to  present. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  it  was  a  protest, 
drawn  up  by  the  Delegation  from  Georgia,  on 
tiie  subject  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creek 
nation,  the  object  of  which  was  to  save  the 
rights  of  the  authorities  of  G^eoi^ia,  which 
might  be  interfered  with  by  that  instnunent. 

Mr.  Webskb  objected  to  its  being  read  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  said  be  should  aooompoi^ 
the  paper  by  a  rescdution,  in  whioh  ease  its 
read)  ng  would  be  in  order. 

The  Choir  replied  that  the  hour  for  t^e  pre- 
sentation of  resolutions  had  elapsed, 

Mr.  FoBBYTH  then  dedred  leave  of  the  House 
to  present  the  res(dution.  The  question  on  so** 
pendiK  tiie  rule  wss  then  put,  (whioh  requires 
two-3!rds  to  oanr  it,)  and  dedded  in  the  ns(^ 
ative— Ayes  80,  Noes  67. 

When  the  bill  came  Ur.  Bnnmoi^  cf 
Pennsylvania,  sud : 
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Hr.  Speaker :  Tbis  tQornlng,  a  member  from 
Geoi^a  presented  to  thia  Honse  a  jM^er  or  a 
protest,  on  behalf  of  the  deletion  from  Geor- 
gia, which  he  declared  contained  the  views  of 
uie  delegation  from  that  State,  on  the  sntnect 
of  the  treaty  with  the  Greek  Indians,  and  asxed 
that  it  might  be  read,  it  having  reference  to 
bills  which  wonld  come  np  to  m  decided  im- 
mediately.  The  reading  was  objected  to  by 
the  genueman  from  Massaohosette.  (Hr.  "Wkb- 
BiKE,)  and  the  honr  having  elt^«ed  that  is  de- 
voted to  resolutions  and  motions,  it  was  decid- 
ed 1^  the  Speaker  that  it  ooald  not  be  re- 
odved.  A  motira  vaa  then  made  to  anqiend 
the  mle  limiting  the  boor,  for  the  purpose  of 
yeodTkg  this  paper.  This  was  also  objected 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Hassachnsetts ;  and, 
by  a  rigid  application  of  a  rule  reqairing  two- 
thirds  to  suspend  tiie  rule,  the  delegation  from 
Georgia  was  prevented  from  offering  their  dec- 
laration or  protest,  although  eighty  voted  for 
its  reception,  and  only  sixty-seven  against  it. 
And  how,  sir,  the  bills  referring  to  the  Creek 
treaty  come  up  on  their  third  trading,  and  are 
to  be  passed^  without  the  members  from  Geor- 

ga  having  an  opportnni^  to  present  to  the 
oose  a  paper  which  they  think  an  act  of  duty 
to  tbdr  State  to  hav«  teed,  befbra  the  passage 
«^  these  bills.  Sir,  I  know  not  tiie  contents  of 
that  puer ;  bnt  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  char- 
acter <H  those  "Who  oflTer  it,  that  it  is  couched 
In  req»ectfal  termi.  It  is  just  that  they  should 
have  an  <^portnnil7  of  being  heard,  before  the 
qnestion  on  the  paassge  of  t£eee  bills  is  decid* 
ed.  Surely  the  measures  of  tiiis  morning  seem 
to  Jostiiy  tiie  charge  of  an  unkind  course  hav- 
ing been  pursaed  towards  Georgia.  It  ofiers 
some  proof  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  severity 
exercised  by  some  towards  her.  Sir,  I  cannot 
be  satiafled  with  this.  I  will  feel  for  every 
member  of  this  nation.  No  State  can  ever 
■how  that  ii^nstioe  has  been  done  her,  and  ap- 
peal to  the  people  of  thia  nation  in  v^n.  I 
narthat  iqjnstioe  has  bem  done  to  Oecn^; 
ttiere  are,  at  least,  some  evideooes  of  it.  The 
nation  ma^  be  slow  to  brieve  her  stcnry,  bnt, 
once  oonvmced,  it  will  redress  her  wrongs. 
What,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  delega- 
tion of  a  State,  and  one  of  the  old  States,  too, 
has  asked  the  reading  of  a  paper  presented  by 
them  to  this  Hoose,  and  this  has  been  denied  I 
— deided  by  a  minority  of  the  Honse,  too  ?  It 
is  not  merely  an  act  of  oonrtesy,  it  is  an  act  of 
Jnstioew  to  hear  the  State^  and  befine  the  pae* 
■age  of  these  bills  too. 

I,  therefore,  move  that  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  this  biU  be  postponed  nntil  to-mor- 
row ;  hi  <wd6r  tiiat  tiw  ddegation  of  Georgia 
■haU  have  an  oppntuni^  to  lay  their  protest 
before  the  Honse  within  the  regular  time,  and 
before  the  qnestion  on  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

Ur.  FoRSTTH  said  he  felt  sensible  the 
IdndnesB  of  the  gentleman  from  Penna^Wania. 
The  protest  bad  not  been  read,  and  from  the 
general  terms  used  in  presenting  it,  mi^t  have 
Men  npposed  to  embrace  Mth  l^Ua.  It, 
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however,  relates  to  the  next  bill;  to  this,  the 
del»aUon  oSet  no  resistance. 

Mr.  SisTKNBOV  then  stated  that  he  should 
withdraw  hb  oppositicoi  to  the  qnestifm  on  thia 
bill,  and  renew  »  on  the  otheri  with  the  view 
he  had  stated. 

Ur.  Wkbstsb  s^d,  that  he  presnmed  the  mo- 
tion and  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, had  been  oalled  forth  by  the  observa* 
tions  which  he  had  made  when  Uie  sentleman 
from  Georgia  had  risen  to  meeent  tne  paper. 
I  understood,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the  genueman 
was  dedrona  to  presoit  a  protest;  the  honr  of 
tiie  day,  for  the  presentation  of  mob  a  paper, 
was  then  Mst;  uA  I  oonld  not  aoppose  ft  to 
be  the  wian  of  the  honorable  genfiman  to  en- 
ter a  protest  with  respect  to  a  certain  biU,  till 
that  bill  ^oald  be  at  its  i>assage,  or  shonld 
have  been  passed.  He  certunly  baa  no  objec- 
tion to  the  gentleman's  pursuing  any  course,  in 
respect  to  this  matter,  which  the  constitution 
allowed.  On  the  subject  of  }>rotcsts,  he  be- 
lieved, the  oonstitution  was  silent;  and  the 

firactice  was  unprecedented,  except,  he  be- 
ieved,  in  a  sin^e  case,  where  a  member  had 
been  permitted  to  enter  on  the  Journals  his  dis- 
sent, with  the  reasons  of  it,  to  some  act  of  the 
Honse.  The  wadioe  was  one,  which  might 
become  vny  Inconvenient,  if  frequently  pur- 
sued. In  the  present  case,  he  took  it  for  ^tmt- 
ed,  that  the  paper  which  tiie  gentleman  wished 
to  present,  was,  both  hi  matter  and  manner,  all 
that  it  oudit  to  be;  bla  objecti<m  bad  onlv 
been  to  the  time  at  which  it  was  offered. 
Whether  a  protest  might  be  entered  on  tlie 
Journals  of  uiis  House,  be  did  not  know.  He 
should  presume,  that  such  a  practice  might 
produce  some  inoonvenienoe ;  but  he  had  not 
the  least  desire  to  prevent  the  gentleman  from 
taking  any  course,  in  ren>ect  to  the  p^>er, 
which  might  be  ulowed  by  the  rulea  t£  the 
House. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  B^d  he  believed  It  was  itrictlr 
in  order  to  present  the  p^r  now.  Ac  to  ita 
farther  dispodtion,  it  might  be  settled  to-mor- 
row, or  oa  any  ether  day.  And  as  all  he 
wished,  with  respect  to  this  bill,  was  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  having  thia  paper  read,  be* 
fore  It  passed,  he  hoped  the  Mirtleman  frnn 
Pennsylvania  woold  withdraw  nis  motitm  for 
postponement. 

Hr.  Stevbkbon  assented :  and  the  following 
protest  was  then  presented  by  Hr.  PoB8TrI^ 
and  read  at  the  derk'a  table : 

"  The  Preddent  of  the  United  States  bavlng  0Db< 
mitted  to  the  Hoase  of  Beprcsentatives,  a  contract 
made  by  James  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War,  and 
certdn  lodtana  of  the  Creek  tribe,  dated  the  Sfith 
day  of  January,  1B26,  wWoh  has  beeu  ratified,  by 
and  with  the  advtoe  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Statea,  and  having  asked  of  Congress  an 
■Mrtmlatloa  to  carry  it  Into  effect,  the  nnder- 
dgned  Beiwesentotivea  of  the  peoi^e  of  Georgia, 
feel  it  their  duty  respectfully  to  represent  to  the 
Bouse: 

"  That,  by  a  emtraot  made  stthe  Xa^  Epriagib 
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between  certain  Chiefli  of  the  Greek  tribe,  and  the 
ComtoisdoQers  of  the  United  States,  on  the  12th 
Fdnrnry,  1S25,  the  claim  of  the  Creek  IndiaitB  to 
the  land  OGCuj^d  by  that  tribe  in  (3eorgia,  was  ex- 
tihgidBhed,  and  provisiott  nuule  for  their  remoral, 
by  the  1st  da.j  of  September,  182S : 

"  That  this  contract  was,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1826,  dulj  and  solemn^  ratified  and  proclaimed,  by 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutes,  acting  by  the 
advice  and  with  the  consent  of  tiw  Senate ;  and 
that  Congress;  anticipating  snch  contract,  had  ap- 
propriatMl  the  sum  of  210,000  dollars;  tovards  the 
execudon  of  it  This  contract  parUally  fiilfilled,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  their  obligation 
under  the  compact  with  Geoigia,  of  ISOS ;  and  re- 
mored  every  difficulty  interposed  by  the  occupation 
of  the  Greek  Indians,  to  the  full  exercise  of  all  the 
Tested  rights  of  the  State,  orer  a  conuderable  por- 
tion of  her  tall  and  tenftory : 

**  That  the  onderaigned  are  ttnder  the  solemn  con- 
viction, that  neither  the  Freddent  alone,  nor  the 
Prendent  and  Senate  conjointly,  nor  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  have  any  constitutional 
power,  without  the  consent  of  Cteor^  to  interrupt 
or  inralidate,  on  any  pretence  whatsoerer,  the 
rights  secured  to  that  State,  by  this  contract,  made 
la  obedienoe  to  an  aot  of  Congress,  and  ratified 
irith  d  due  solemmty : 

"Suit  the  new  contract,  for  wliichan  appropria- 
tloQ  is  now  asked,  diSeni  from  that  of  tho  Indian 
Springs,  In  this,  that  It  does  not  provide  for  the  re- 
moTalof  the  Creek  Indians  prior  to  182?,  and  doea 
not  expressly  provide  for  their  removal  from  all 
the  lands  occupied  by  them  in  Georgia.  The  under- 
rfened  are,  tlierafiire,  compelled,  by  a  just  sense  of 
vnatis  doe  to  Georgia,  to  protest,  as  they  do  most 
solemnly  protest,  against  it,  asrlolating  the  rights 
of  that  membcv  of  Sie  Union  of  which  uiey  are  the 
Bepresentatives,  leaving  it  to  the  constitutional  or- 
gans of  the  State  sovereignty  to  vindicate  or  to 
waive  those  rights,  as  their  own  sense  of  propriety, 
tbdrdn^  to  the  peo[de  of  tho  Btat«,  and  their  rev- 
srenoe  for  the  anion  of  the  States  nnder  the  Fed- 
•rsl  CatsUtnUon,  may  dictate. 

Alihid  Ou  thbiit, 
Oko.  Cast, 
johm  forstth, 
Eov.  F.  Tattitau, 
C.  E.  Hatnib, 

WlLET  TbOUPSOIT, 
JjLUES  HkRHIWETBKB.** 

Ifr.  "Saydys  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  coll  wiis 
sustained  by  the  House,  and  the  qnestioa  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiro— yeas 
16T,  ni^  10. 

oo  the  bill  was  passed,  and  smt  to  the  Ben- 
ate  for  ooncnrrenoe. 


Wkdnbsdat,  May  10. 
Kr.  FoRSTTH  snbmitted  the  following : 
Rttolvtdy  That  tho  following  protest,  presented 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  yes- 
terday, be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House. 

Hr.  WKBffrBB  made  a  number  of  remarks,  tend- 
ing to  show  the  inconvenienoe  of  the  practice  of 
recoiling  protests,  should  It  become  prevalent, 
•od  xefiured  to  tho  osAj  two  preoed«its  eztanU 


[H.  or  R. 

Mr.  Oast  sud  he  should  have  uttered  noth- 
ing upon  this  question,  but  for  the  remarks  <^ 
*the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ^bb- 
BTBB,)  conoemiDg  the  paper  offered  for  admit- 
tance on  the  journals.  That  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  O.,  seemed  to  consider  it  as  strictly  and 
tedudoal^  a  protest ;  directly  relating  to,  and 
cfmnectad  with,  the  act  appropriating  money  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Cree£  compact  or  treaty, 
lately  solemnized  at  Washington.  He  hod 
treated  it  as  merely  a  detail  of  reasons,  by  a 
minority,  for  their  votes  upon  the  approi)ria- 
tion  bill ;  and  had,  from  that  view,  inferred  his 
argument  agmnst  the  privilege  sought :  antici-- 
pating  that  great  iaconveuieDce  might  ensue 
from  the  establishment  of  such  a  precedent. 
Now^  sir,  by  this  criterion,  the  paper  offered  is 
certainly  not  regularly  a  protest.  I  voted 
affirmatively  for  the  appropriation,  and  yet  I 
have  signed  what  is  called  ^e  protest.  In  this 
coarse,  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  take,  I 
can  see  no  incondstency  or  contradiction.  If 
the  paper  be  considered  what  I  think  it  is — not 
a  protest,  assigning  the  reasons  for  negative 
votes,  bat  a  substantive  declaration  by  the 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  that  the  State 
waives  no  rights  which  it  may  have  legally  ao- 
quired,  by  the  compact  of  the  Indian  Springs^ 
tlielr  silence  and  acquiescence  might  be  con- 
strued into  a  waiver.  Against  that  conclusion 
it  was  the  design  of  the  paper  to  guard.  I 
defy  any  one  to  discover  a  repugnance  between 
a  signature  to  this  protest,  and  an  affirmative 
vote  on  the  passing  of  the  bill.  I  repeat,  ttie 
paper  in  question  refers  solfely  to  the  conduct 
and  views  of  the  delegation,  as  integral  and 
substantive  members  of  a  compound  body, 
without  any  reference  to  the  votes  of  eitlier  of 
them  upon  the  bill,  with  wliich  ^t  is  no  other- 
wise connected  than  as  the  occurrence  of  the 
bin  in  the  orders  of  the  day  baa  furnished  a  fit 
opportonity  for  its  presentation  to  the  House. 

I  supported  the  appropriation  for  the  new 
treaty,  wittiout  thereby  yielding,  or  intending 
to  yield,  any  sanction  to  the  course  which  had 
aimed  to  abrogate  the  first,  and  consummate 
the  last,  compact.  The  President  and  Senate 
hod  acted  in  this  affair  within  their  own  pecu- 
liar province ;  and  upon  their  own  responsibil- 
ity. The  Representatives  of  Georgia  bod  been, 
and  were,  placed  in  a  singular  and  delicate  At- 
oalion.  For  one,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  aid 
in  realizing  to  my  State,  all  the  advantages 
wbidi  the  second  treaty  might  produce,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  exercise  tne  consistent  ri^bt 
of  protesting,  in  her  behalf,  as  a  sovereign 
community,  against  any  implication  of  a  sur- 
render of  the  benefits  she  might  be  supposed  to 
have  acquired  by  the  first.  "Whatever  those 
rights,  against  the  implied  concession  of  which 
we  ask  to  be  permitted  to  guard,  I  hoijo  they 
wUl  bo  temperately  asserted,  ond  constitution- 
ally secured.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  may  be  competent  to  decide  tho  un- 
fortuuute  contest,  if  any  shall  arise.  As  to  the 
objection  to  what  we  claim  in  this  instance,  on 
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the  ground  of  danger  of  incouvenienco  from 
the  preoedent,  I  esteem  it  inconsiderable.  No 
ench  case  had  erer  before  occurred  in  the  hia-' 
tory  <^  the  country.  Kone  aaoh  is  likely  to 
oocnr  hereafter.  I  h<n>e  the  House  will  accord 
to  tis  the  privilege  which  we  ask. 

The  qneat^on  was  then  taken,  and  the  lesolu- 
tion  adtqited— fl^es  82,  noes  61. 


Feidat,  May  12. 
Aeeounta  qf  Mr.  Monroe. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  oondderation  of 
the  bill  "  for  the  relief  <tf  Jamea  Monroe 
which  ia  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aatborized  and  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  pud  to  James  Uonroe,  oat  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  In  the  Treasory,  the 
gam  of  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents,  frith  interest 
from  the  third  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ten,  ondl  paid." 

Mr.  SiiUHnsBs  proceeded  to  state  hia  objec- 
tions to  several  items  of  the  bill,  particularly 
the  allowance  of  |2,750,  for  salary,  ft^m  1st 
Janoaryf  1797,  when  Mr.  Monroe  obtained  his 
audience  of  leave  at  the  Court  of  France,  till 
tho  20th  of  April,  when  he  embarked  for  the 
United  States ;  also,  to  the  allowance  of 
$487  68,  for  contingent  expenses,  while  Mr. 
Monroe  was  detuned  in  Iji^md,  (after  the 
attack  on  Uie  GheB^>eake.)  He  concluded  by 
moving  to  strike  out  the  sum  appropriated, 
leaving  the  blank  to  be  filled  witii  some  less 
amount. 

Mr.  Mkbobr  advocated,  with  great  warmth, 
the  whole  bill,  replying,  at  length,  to  the  objec- 
tions, and  strongly  urging  the  justice  of  tho 
claim.  Ho  eulo^zed  the  character  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  insisted  on  the  value  and  impor- 
tonco  of  his  diplomatic  services,  &c. 

The  qaeation  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  allowance  of  interest,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and        90  to  78. 

So  tho  unendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Savkdxbs  now  renewed  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  sum  appropriated. 

Before  the  qaestion  was  token,  Mr.  Linin»- 
BTox  rose,  and  siud : 

Sir :  While  I  feel  grateftil  for  the  handsome, 
and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  the  mer- 
ited eulogium,  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

finia  has  paid  to  the  character  of  my  deceased 
rother,  I  must  not  omit  to  rectify  one  error 
into  which  the  gentleman  has  inadvertently 
fallen,  in  stating  the  great  services  which  tho 
late  President  had  rendered  to  his  country — 
services  which  no  one  appprcciates  at  a  higher 
rate  than  I  do,  and  in  tho  performance  of 
which,  part  of  the  debt  whicn  we  are  now 
abont  to  pay  was  incnrred.  In  enumerating 
these  services,  the  gentleman  adverted  to  hia 
Bpe(»al  misdon  for  making  the  LouisiflQa  treaty, 
and  BtiUed  that,  imtU  his  arrival,  the  re^dent 
SCinister,  with  all  hia  emtions^  had  been  able 
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to  effect  nothing;  that  the  debts  due  to  our 
(dtizens  remained  onpud ;  and  he  giTes  ns  to 
understand  that  the  aeqmdta<m  <rf  Louisiana 
must  be  attributed  to  the  exertions  and  diplo- 
matic Bldll  of  Mr.  Monroe.  Now,  sir,  with 
the  most  sincere  dedre  to  do  jostice  to  the  im- 
portant services  that  gentl^an  has  rendered 
to  his  country,  and  with  the  greatest  reloctance 
to  Bay  any  Uiing  that  mig^t  seem  to  operate 
t^ainat  the  bill  for  his  relief,  which  I  shall  sap* 
port  by  my  vote,  and  would  by  my  argumentt, 
]f  I  could  safest  any  more  convindng  tiian 
those  which  have  been  so  ably  and  eloquently 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Tirrania ;  I  yet 
have  a  dnty  to  perform,  which  oUises  me  to 
give  to  the  Honse  some  account  of  the  state  of 
the  n^otiotion  with  France  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Monroe'a  arriTOL-  It  may,  be^des  the  pri&dpfll 
object  I  have  in  TieWj  be  fsterastlng  as  a  ua- 
torical  &ct. 

The  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Yirginia,  of  the  hopeless  state  of  the  negotia- 
tion, is  perfectly  correct,  if  applied  to  a  time 
somewhat  anterior  to  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival. 
An  indifference  to  our  complaints,  evasions  of 
the  clearest  claims  upon  their  justice,  inatten- 
tion to  the  most  urgent  representations,  for  a 
long  time  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Cabinet  Disgusted  with  all  these  dip- 
lomatio  manoeuvres  of  the  Ministers,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston resolved  on  a  b<dd  and  unnsnal  meas- 
ure :  the  expression  of  a  sincere  admiration  for 
the  ohuncter  of  thd  extraordinary  man  who 
was  then  at  the  head  fif  the  Government  of 
France ;  a  prudent  resolve  to  have  no  politick 
connectitHi  with,  and  to  give  no  countenance 
to  any  party  there,  more  particnlarly  to  that 
which,  calling  itself  Republican,  naturally 
looked  for  ud  from  the  Minister  of  a  Republio. 
An  established  repntation  for  honor  and  integ- 
rity, and  celebrity  as  a  man  of  literature  and 
science,  had  given  him  a  personal  inflaence 
with  the  First  Conaul,  of  which  he  was  deter- 
mined to  try  the  extent.  He  had  studied  hia 
character,  and  thought  that,  if  he  could  enlist 
the  military  pride  and  love  of  fhme  which  en- 
tered so  largelr  into  the  formation  of  Aat 
character,  on  uie  ride  of  jnstice,  that  much 
m^t  be  done.  Leaving,  therefore,  the  beaten 
route  of  official  notes  to  Ministers,  he  addressed 
the  principal  himselt  He  made  a  short  and 
plain,  hut  forcible,  statement  of  the  claims  of 
our  citizens ;  he  showed  the  ii^ustice  that  had 
been  done  to  them;  he  adroitly  avuled  himself 
of  the  national  interest  that  had  been  excited 
in  favor  of  France ;  i^owed  the  value  of  the 
supplies  (on  which  some  of  our  claims  were 
founded)  to  her  colonies ;  contrasted  the  confi- 
dence and  good  faith  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
rapacity  and  infidelity  to  engagements,  with 
which  they  had  been  received,  and  the  antici- 
pated payment  of  our  engagement  to  France, 
with  her  deUqrBL  and  refoaals  to  do  ns  histice ; 
hinted  at  the  adTuntMe  which  Eof^and  mi^t 
make  of  the  nnftiend^^  dlsporition  which  such 
oondnot  was  ealoolated  to  ezdte;  and  oon- 
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oladed  with  a  short  appeal  to  tiie  feelinsa  of 
the  Hret  Coosal,  on  those  points  in  which  ho 
knew  be  could  most  sensibly  be  toached — ^his 
personal  repntatioD,  the  dishonor  of  breaking 
engagements  he  himself  bad  made,  the  reputa- 
tion to  be  acquired  bj  a  strict  performance  of 
contracts,  and  the  necessity  of  preserving  the 
Tord  of  a  soldier  and  a  man  of  honor.  After 
urging  these  considerations,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  it  was  snjmested  that,  if  the  embar- 
nssmente  of  the  TVeasniy,  natarally  resulting 
ftom  a  long  and  expendTe  war,  Just  then 
dosed,  and  the  proqwot  of  its  renewal,  should 
render  the  payment  or  the  fimdiug  of  the  debt 
{nconvenient,  that  means  might  be  fonnd,  (evi- 
dently pointing  to  a  purchase  of  Louisiana,) 
which  would  not  only  sa^y  our  claims,  but 
retiere  some  of  the  exigencies  of  Hie  Btate. 
To  this  was  added,  the  r^  of  lo^og  the  colo- 
ny, if  war,  then  6iily  expected,  should  again 
break  out.  These,  with  other  oonsiderationa, 
were  strongly  urj^  in  the  letter.  This  ad- 
dress, although  not  in  the  usual  course  of  di- 

Dnacy,  was  well  receiTed,  and  seems  to  bare 
the  effect  that  was  expected :  for  a  com- 
mmucation  was  immediately  made  to  the  IGn* 
ister,  in  which  none  <^  the  usual  evuAom  or 
subterfuges  were  resorted  to :  it  centred  an 
ex[^dt  promise  that  the  American  oliums 
should  1>e  honorably  acfjusted  and  speedily 
paid.  To  prevent  s^cnlation,  as  well  as  to 
create  an  additional  tie  on  the  French  Grovem- 
mcnt,  Mr.  Livingston  immediately  gave  notice 
to  the  agents  of  the  claimants  in  France,  that 
he  liod  received  a  promise,  on  which  he  relied, 
for  theirpayment;  and  at  the  some  time  wrote 
to  the  United  States,  giving  a  similar  notice, 
desiring  it  to  be  made  public,  and  advising  the 
creditors  not  to  part  with  their  debts.  This 
was  in  tiie  latter  part  of  February  or  the  bo- 
nmiing  of  Maroh.  Ur.  Honroe  did  not  arrive 
m  Pans  until  the  12tb  of  April  following. 
After  this  promise  of  p^ment,  Mr.  Uvingston 
did  not  cease  to  urge  its  fulfilment,  and,  b^des 
the  nanal  and  obvious  arguments  conbdned  in 
his  former  notes,  he  stated  that  be  had  the  per- 
sonal engagement  of  the  first  Consul,  on 
which  he  hsd  so  much  relied^  that  he  had  com- 
mitted himself  to  his  countrymen  for  its  punc- 
tual performance ;  that  the  season  for  evasions 
and  delays  was  past ;  and  that  he  had  the  full- 
est confidence  in  the  honor  and  faith  that  had 
been  pledged  for  doing  justice  to  his  country- 
men. Thus  urged  for  the  performance  of  a 
promise  which  oe  himself  considered  as  an 
fumonible  one,  but  without  the  means  of  per- 
formiug  H  in  one  way,  the  first  Consul  re- 
solved to  comply  with  it  in  the  other,  that  had 
been  saggested  by  tiie  Minister ;  tm  there  is 
the  strongest  reason  to  believe  that  a  resoluUon 
to  sell  was  taken  in  Council  some  days  before 
Kr.  Honroe  arrived  in  France;  but  what  is 
oerb^  la,  that  the  day  before  his  arrival  in 
Paris,  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  proposed  to 
Hr.  livingston,  by  Talleyrand.  Mr.  L.  had 
then  beard,  either  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  arrived 
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at  Havre,  or  was  hourly  expected,  with  powers 
on  that  sul^ect,  and.  of  course,  declined  any 
explicit  answer  until  be  should  arrive.  Talley- 
rand then  pretended  that  he  spoke  without  au- 
thority. But,  within  two  days  after,  so  urgent 
was  the  French  Cabinet  to  condnde  the  sale, 
that  one  of  the  French  Ministry,  an  old  and  in- 
timate friend  of  Mr.  livingston,  called  on  him 
the  day  or  the  day  after  Mr.  Honroe^s  arrival, 
but  before  he  had  presented  bis  credentials, 
before  he  had,  taken,  or  could  take,  a  single 
step  in  the  negotiation,  and  explicitly  offered, 
by  antliority  ox  the  First  Consul,  to  oede  the 
province,  for  a  sum  very  little  beymd  that 
which  was  afterwards  agreed  to  be  given  by 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  livingston.  The  way 
was  paved  for  this  important  acquintion,  by 
offlcial  notes,  indirect  communications,  and 
printed  essays,  showing  the  little  value  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France,  the  question  that  would  arise 
with  the  United  States  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  right  of  deposit 
secnred  to  us  by  Spain,  and  the  certainty  of  its 
conquest,  if  the  war  should  be  renewed  with 
Great  Britdn.  Bo  that,  when  Mr.  Monroe's 
healtii  pennitted  him,  after  his  arrival,  to  take 
part  in  the  n^tiatifm,  every  thing  was  don& 
Dnt  fixing  the  price.  In  this  he  co-operated 
with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  they  produced  a  dim- 
inution from  12,000,000,  exclusive  of  our  own 
claims,  which  was  the  sum  demanded,  to 
1,000,000,  also  exclusive  of  those  daims.  The 
results  of  that  treaty  have  been  moat  beneficial 
to  the  United  States.  The  measures  and  argu- 
ments which  led  to  it,  have  frequently  Iwea 
detailed  to  me  by  my  deceased  relation.  He 
foresaw  the  advantages  that  must  result  to  this 
country  from  the  acquisition,  and  be  felt  an 
honest  pride  in  having  been  instrumental  in  ob- 
taining it. 

The  question  was  tiien  put  on  striking  out, 
and  decided  in  the  negative-^yos  60,  noes  92. 

The  qoestaon  then  reenrriing  on  ordering  the 
hill  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  taken,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Hr.  LoNo,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— ayes  103,  noes  67. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  six 
o'clock.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent 
in  the  discussion  of  private  bills. 


Tuesday,  May  16. 
BaTuma  Sanity  Florida  St^  and  Hol&\i^ 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  ofi'ered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lrv- 
iNGBTON,  viz : 

^*Rmlv«d,  That  the  Presideut  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  this  House  vbetber 
any  engagement  has  been  made  with  the  Govcm- 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  in  conseqaence  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  of  the  2Sd  December,  182S,  re- 
questing that  a  nep^tiatlon  shonld  be  opened  for 
the  cssdon  of  certain  Keys  on  the  Bahama  Banks." 

Digitized  by  Google 


AtaemU  of  Mr,  JAmroa 


252 


ABEIDGttSNT  OF  THB 


H.  or  B.] 

"  JtuolvMl,  That  the  Freddent  be  requested  to 
opeo  a  negotiation  with  the  Spaoish  Goremment 
for  the  ceesion  of  a  proper  situation  for  a  Light- 
House  on  one  of  the  Double-Headed-Sfaot  Keys,  to 
be  used  solely  for  the  porpoae  of  aach  Light-House." 

Ifr.  FoBSTTa  asked  for  a  division ;  and  the 

auestion  was  accordingly  stated  on  agreeing  to 
AG  first  of  the  resolutions. 
The  first  resolution  being  under  conudera- 
tion — 

Mr.  LmsosTOK  sud,  tiiat  it  grew  out  of  a 
measure  adopted  on  the  28d  XTecember,  1823, 
on  which  day,  two  resolutions,  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  propose,  were  adopted  by  the 
House.  By  the  first,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  for 
the  cesfflon  of  a  part  of  the  island  of  Abaca, 
near  a  place  called  the  HoIe-in-the-Wall,  for 
the  pnipoae  of  erectiu  thereon  a  light-house, 
and  to  be  nsed  aolelj  for  that  purpose,  and  also 
for  leave  to  place  bnoya  on  tlie  Bahama  Banks, 
for  the  purpose  <tf  marking  the  ship  channel 
across  them.  In  consequence  of  this  resolu- 
tion, the  President  gave  instractions  to  Mr. 
Bush,  our  Minister  in  London,  who  immediate- 
ly made  tlie  application ;  but,  contrary  to  every 
reasonable  expectation,  it  proved  a  fruitless 
one.  Immediately  after  tne  acquisition  of 
Florida,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
made  provision  for  building  light-houses  and 
stationiDg  floating  lights,  nzing  beacons  and 
anchoring  buoy&  along  the  dangerous  coast  of 
Florida,  which  forms  the  north  and  the  west 
limit  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  at  the  pcnnt  where ' 
the  irregularity  and  rapidity  of  its  current 
makes  it  most  dangerous.  The  advantages  of 
these  measures  were  not  confined  to  our  own 
naviration ;  that  of  all  the  world,  trading  to 
the  West  liadiea,  and  to  the  ports  of  Mexico, 
were  equally  benefited  by  them ;  but  no  nation 
enjoyed  this  benefit  in  a  greater  degree  than 
Great  Britain ;  all  her  homeward  trade  re- 
turned through  the  Gulf;  that  trade  was  of 
immense  value,  and  it  was  therefore  reasonable 
to  expect  that,  in  consideration  of  our  lighting 
one  side  of  this  dangerous  passage,  at  onr  ex- 
pense, she  would  make  no  difficulty  of  ceding 
to  Q8  a  few  yards  square  of  barren  rock,  on 
which  wo  might  exp^  other  aums  of  oar  own 
money,  in  making  dmilar  establiahments  on 
the  other  idde  of  the  passage.  Contrary  to 
every  reasonable  expectation,  tUs  was  domed ; 
but  we  were  told  that,  if  we  would  agree  to 

Eay  them  a  toll,  they  would  build  the  light- 
ouses  themselves.  This,  as  they  must  have 
known,  was,  without  hesitation,  declined ;  and 
here  the  negotiation,  aa  the  result  was  com- 
municated by  the  Preddent  to  the  House, 
rested. 

The  object  of  the  first  resolution,  Mr.  L  sta- 
ted, was,  to  know  whether  any  further  pro- 
gr^  had  been  made  since  that  time.  If,  said 
Mr.  L.,  it  shall  appear  that  Great  Britain  should 
persevere  in  the  narrow,  contracted  policy, 
which  dictated  her  answer  to  oar  appUowoit— 
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if  money  is  her  object,  it  must  be  fhmished ; 
not  in  the  shape  of  toll,  that  would  be  too  de- 
grading ;  but  a  sum  in  gross,  equal  to  the  cost 
of  the  buildings,  and  to  the  capital  safBdent  to 
produce  an  interest  equal  to  the  annual  cost  of 
supporting  them,  must  be  paid ;  and  the  Honse, 
on  seeing  aach  a  state  <a  thiD^  would  un- 
doubtedly provide  the  necessary  fimds.  Our 
increasing  commerce  in  that  quarter,  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  outward  bound  passage,  near 
the  Banks,  as  well  as  the  homeward  course, 
through  the  Stream,  shoold  be  lighted  like  a 
street.  Let  Great  Britain,  if  she  Uiooght  it 
consistent  with  her  dignity,  et^oy  this  Mvan- 
tage,  at  our  expense.  It  is  one  we  must  incur^ 
not  only  for  the  interest  of  our  commerce,  but 
for  the  greater  one  of  humani^ ;  and  it  would 
be  no  drawback  on  the  satisfaction  we  must 
feel,  from  a  knowledge  that,  by  our  care  and 
at  oar  ttqjenae,  hondreda  of  valaable  lives  were 
saved — ^it  would  be  no  diminatioo,  I  si^,  of 
pleasure,  this  circumstance  must  afford,  that 
many  of  those  thus  saved  were  sul^ecta  of  ^e 
power  that  churlishly  refused  to  concur  in  a 
work,  equally  demanded  by  humanity  and  in- 
terest. It  would,  perhaps,  diminish  tiie  profits 
of  some  seventy  or  Mghty  owners  of  wreckers, 
and  force  some  five  or  six  hundred  black  or 
white  British  Bahama  sailors  to  find  other  em- 

filoyment.  But  I  cannot,  sir,  I  will  not,  be- 
ieve  that  this  contemptible  interest  had  any 
infinenco  upon  tlie  measnrea  of  the  Engli^ 
Govemment>~-I  rather  wish  to  believe  that  tbo 
subject  was  not  fully  understood,  and  that  we 
shall  soon  hear  that  an  answer,  more  conform- 
able to  the  good  intelligence  that  reigns  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  has  been  given.  I  will 
only  now  remark,  that  the  United  States  has 

{irovided  for  the  erection  and  support  of  four 
ight-houses  and  one  floating  light,  beudes 
buoys  and  beacon^  on  our  aide  of  the  stream, 
and  that  all  we  desire  is  the  liberty  to  erect  one 
on  a  bare  rock,  on  which  nothing  bat  a  sea-bird 
can  at  present  rest 

TViiile  I  am  up,  in  order  to  avoid  again 
troubling  the  House,  I  will  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  subject  of  the  second  resolution,  al- 
though it  is  not  immediately  under  ctmsiderap 
tton.  At  the  point  where  the  Oulf  Stream 
(which  to  this  place  preserves  an  eastwardly 
course)  turns  to  the  north,  there  are  certain 
bare  rocks,  without  a  rood  of  earth  upon  them ; 
Bcmie  nearly  level  with  tiie  sea,  others  rising 
abruptly  a  few  feet  above  it ;  separated  from 
each  other  by  very  narrow  but  deep  channels, 
and  from  tlie  Bahama  Banks  by  a  wide,  na\'i- 
gable  passage,  and  from  a  sandy  island  called 
Key  Sal,  by  a  very  narrow  one.  These  rocks 
are  called  the  Double-bcoded-shot  Keys,  Tlicir 
position  renders  them  extremely  dangerous  to 
navigation  in  their  present  state ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  would  make  them  an  invaloable 
point  of  departure,  if  one  of  them  was  crowned 
with  an  elevated  light. 

At  the  time,  before  referred  to,  I  had  the 
honor  d  dmwlng  the  attention  of  the  Hooae 
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to  this  position,  and  they  passed  another  reeo- 
latioQ,  founded  on  the  sitaation  and  nature  of 
these  rocks,  uooccnpied  and  unfit  for  occnpfi- 
tion  for  any  other  purpose  but  that  of  a  light- 
house, Bcsiorsted  from  the  banks  and  islands  by 
a  deep  ohannri — and  they  directed  the  Becre- 
ta^  of  State  fo  Inquire  whether  they  m^t 
no^  aocording  to  the  lam  of  nations,  be  taken 
by  the  right  of  occupation,  and  nsea  for  that 
parpose.  In  answer  to  this,  we  got  no  opinion, 
bat  acwrespondence  between  Commodore  Por- 
ter and  the  Captun-General  of  Cuba,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  Double-headed-shot  Keys 
were  claimed  by  Spain,  as  an  appendage  to 
Key  Sal;  and,  from  the  friendly  disposition 
shown  by  that  correspondence,  it  was  ho^ed 
tiiat  Spain  would  prove  more  accommodatmg 
than  Great  Britiun  nad  shown  herself  on  a  sim- 
ilar occarion;  and  on  this,  was  founded  the 
second  resolntion. 

Ur.  Jj.  s^d  he  was  sore  he  need  not  urge  the 
importance  of  the  snbject  embraced  by  these 
reeolations,  not  only  to  the  port  he  represent- 
ed, but  to  the  whole  oommercial  interest  of 
the  Union.  They  had  repeatedly  shown  that 
they  felt  this  importance,  and  had  acted,  in 
consequence  of  it,  precisely  in  the  mode  point- 
ed out  by  these  resolutions.  It  was  in  evidence 
before  the  House,  that,  in  the  last  year  alone, 
more  than  half  a  million  of  property,  and  many 
Tolaable  lives,  had  been  lost  in  this  navigation, 
which,  from  being  one  of  the  most  dangerous, 
could  be  made,  by  proper  precautions,  the  most 
safe  on  the  ocean. 

The  first  of  the  above  resoludons  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  second  of  these  reiolntiona  being  nnder 
otHimderatioi^ 

Ur,  FtwsTtH  B^d,  the  resolntion  related  to  a 
flobjeot  no  ^mbt  of  interest  to  the  section  of 
the  country  represented  by  the  moTer,  and  to 
the  navigators  along  the  coast  of  tiie  Gnlf  of 
Mexico.  There  womd  be  no  doubt  of  the  pro- 
priety of  Executive  attention  to  it,  but  Mr.  F. 
beUeved  it  was  altogether  irregular  for  the 
House  to  regiuett  the  President  to  exercise  any 
of  his  constitutional  powers.  It  had  been 
done,  it  was  true,  but  very  nnprofitably.  If 
we  can  properly  request  the  President  to  nego- 
tiate in  snull  matters,  we  can  in  great;  if  we 
can  request  him  to  negotiate  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, we  can  request  him  to  perform  any  other 
of  his  Ezeontire  dnties ;  remove  an  obnoxioos 
officer ;  place  a  puticular  and  favcoite  constmc- 
tionon  an  act  (^Congress;  appoint  afavored  per- 
S(mtoBvaoantoffice,fto.  It  had  even  been  doubt- 
ed in  the  House,  during  the  sesdon,  whether  we 
could  properly  expre^  an  opinion  on  particular 
saljects  of  forei^  intercourse.  Mr.  F.'s  doc- 
trine on  this  pomt  had  been  fiilly  explained, 
bat,  as  he  had  been  grossly  misrepresented,  he 
would  state,  in  a  word,  what  it  was.  The 
power  of  Uie  House  to  express  its  opinion,  was 
nndoubted.  Mr.  F.  thoi^ht  it  never  should  be 
exercised,  to  urge  the  Executdve  to  nego^tion. 
There  was  always  a  Boffideot  pronenMs  to  act 
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in  the  Executive ;  it  should  be  exerted  to  ro- 
str^n  Executive  action,  when  it  threatened 
injury  to  the  public. 
The  second  resolution  was  then  also  agreed  to. 


THtttSDAT,  May  18. 
The  LaU  Commodon  Perry. 
Mr.  PffnsB  offiared  the  fidlowing: 
lUtolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  "Sttrj  be  In- 
structed to  cause  the  remuns  of  Comtoodoro  Oliver 
Hazard  Perry  to  be  removed  from  tbo  isltmd  of 
Triaidad,  in  a  pubUo  vessel  of  the  UnitedStates,  and 
to  have  the  same  conveyed  to  Newport,  In  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  demand- 
ed, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  PxTER,  in  submitting  the  resolution,  ob- 
served, that,  as  a  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, before  him,  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
widow  of  Commodore  Perry,  written  subse- 
quently to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  in  which  that  lady  had  expressed 
the  most  anxious  desire  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  her  husband  to  the  soil  of  that 
country  whose  Same  he  had  so  highly  honored 
and  enriched,  he  hoped  that  the  resolntion 
would  now  pass  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Hamilton'  sud :  I  rise,  sir,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  confirming  what  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land has  stated  to  the  House.  It  is  true  that  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  our 
lamented  Perry,  and  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power,  without  violating  the  sacredness  and 
scdasion  of  those  griefs  I  am  bound  to  respect, 
to  read  this  letter  to  those  who  now  hear  me : 
for  it  would  not  only  show  the  keen  solieitnds 
with  which  she  cherishes  the  accomplishment 
c{  the  purpose  of  the  resolntion,  but  of  what 
sort  (Hf  eloquence  that  is,  which  springs  from 
the  sorrows  of  a  widowed  heart. 

I  hope  that  the  House  will  indulge  me  with 
one  word  more.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred 
which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  offered 
some  weeks  since,  appear  not  to  have  compre- 
hended the  object  which  we  had  in  view.  My 
friend  and  myself  knew,  perfectly  well,  that, 
as  neither  legislation  nor  appropriation  was  re- 

a aired,  it  was  (ully  within  the  competency  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  have  ordered 
some  one  ftf  ^e  vesselB  attached  to  tiie  West 
India  squadron  to  toadi  at  Trinidad,  and  there 
to  reoelve  the  remains  of  onr  countiyman,  that 
have  BO  long  slumbered  under  the  protecting 
chivalry  and  veneration  of  those  who  were 
once  that  very  enemy  whom,  for  us,  he  oon- 

?uered.  But,  we  confess,  we  had  a  higher  aim. 
t  was,  that  this  removal  shonld  not  be  done  in 
secrecy,  as  a  mere  offering  to  private  affection, 
but  as  a  token  of  public  gratitude  and  esteem ; 
that  we  might  obtain  a  distinct  and  feeling  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  this  House ;  that 
we  might  here  say  to  the  Secretory  of  the  Na- 
vy, go  on,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  this  piotts 
office :  for  the  little  bark,  however  humble  it 
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may  bo,  which  ssila  in  qnest  of  remains  as  dear 
to  this  conntry  as  those  of  Potroolus  to  the  son 
of  Peleua,  carries,  with  the  cypress  around  its 
banner,  the  sorrows  and  the  sympathies  of  a 
whole  peo^de. 

I  know,  nr,  that  a  cold  philosophy  tells  ns, 
it  matters  not  where  the  poor  dust,  of  which 
this  body  is  composed,  moulders  into  a  clod  of 
the  T^ey ;  but  the  instincts  and  affections  of 
the  human  heart  instaruct  as  in  a  more  amiable 
imd  gratifying  lesson.  The  spot  wMch  holds 
tiie  ashes  of  the  great  and  good  man  Is  not 
alone  a  landmark  where  private  affection  may 
ponr  forth  even  *'  the  luxury  of  its  woe,"  by 
cherishing  such  memorials  "for  secret  looks 
and  solitary  enjoyment,"  but  it  is  as  it  were  a 
living  school,  where  patriotism  may  leam 
Bomething  of  its  duties,  and  virtue  some  of  its 
rewards.  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose that  hia  widow  may  be  permitted  to  weep 
over  I3ie  vta  of  her  departed  husband — that 
the  parent  who  gave  him  birth,  stricken  with 
grief  ai^  age,  may  bend  over  his  tomb,  uid,  in 
the  bitterness  of  her  heart,  deplore  the  sad  re- 
versal of  the  order  of  nature,  that  had  called 
her  to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  such  a  diild — or, 
that  even  his  sons  may  lay  their  heads  upon 
the  verdant  sod  that  rests  upon  his  bosom,  and, 
at  once,  in  the  sorrows  of  their  bereavement, 
and  in  the  pride  of  hia  name,  bless  the  Al' 
mighty  Qod  that  he  had  made  him  such  a  man. 
No,  it  is,  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become 
one  of  the  abrinea  of  our  country,  where  those 
who  start  in  the  race  of  honor  and  ^ory  may 
go  to  pay  their  fond  luid  useful  pUgrimagea — 
that  wey  may  learn  how  noble  eflmtB  are  to 
he  made,  how  the  glorious  palm  is  to  be  won. 

us,  then,  give  oor  cheering  sympathy, 
with  oordial  unanimity,  to  this  too  long  neg- 
lected purpose,  and  restore  the  ashes  of  our 
friend  to  that  beantlM  island,  the  spot  of  his 
birth,  where  they  may  steep,  guarded  by  the 
valor,  and  cherished  by  the  gratitude  of  its 
people. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

ITon-SeridetM  Zand  t»  Arhauoi. 

Hr.  SntoNa  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  ttom  the  bill  "  concerning 
lands  in  tiie  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
belonging  to  non-re^enta." 

The  motion  prev^ed ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  GoNWAT  said  he  was  sorry  that  the  bill 
before  the  House  had  been  called  up  out  of  its 
order.  It  was  not  expected  by  him,  and  be 
was,  therefore,  not  prepared,  at  this  moment, 
to  present  to  the  House  his  objections  to  its 
passage.  Those  objections  could  not  be  made 
properly,  without  a  particular  reference  to  the 
revenue  laws  of  Arkansas ;  and  he  had  not  them 
here :  they  were  at  his  room  among  his  books. 

Under  these  circumstances,  said  Mr.  0.,  I 
can  only  submit  to  the  House,  in  general  twms, 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  tlie  sul^ect  The  first 
•nd  greatest  ol^eetion  Oat  I  have  to  the  pro- 
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posed  law,  is,  that  it  will  derange  the  whole 
revenue  system  of  Arkansas,  and  consume,  in 
its  operations,  the  whole  tax  on  non-resident 
lands ;  or  throw  upon  the  proprietors  of  those 
lands  an  expense  mudi  greater  than  they  have 
now  to  pay.  By  the  bws  of  Arkrasas,  the 
assessment  is  made  in  Jumary  of  each  year, 
and  t^e  sheriA  of  the  oonntira  enter  into 
bonds  to  collect  and  pay  over  the  taxes  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  to  settle  with  the  Auditor  by 
the  first  of  December ;  and,  if  the  tax  on  lanu 
cannot  bo  collected,  without  doing  so,  the 
sheriff  is  authorized  to  sell  as  much  of  the  land 
as  will  pay  the  amount  due,  the  sale  to  take 

Slace  on  the  first  Monday  of  November ;  sixty 
ays*  notice  being  given  of  the  sale,  by  pub- 
lishing a  list  of  the  lands  in  some  newspaper 
in  the  Territory.  Lands  thus  sold  are  r<^eem- 
able  for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  sale, 
by  refunding  to  the  purchaser  his  money,  witJi 
interest,  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  per  annum. 

By  the  oi^anio  law  of  Arkansas,  all  l^e  mil- 
itary bounty  landa  are  exempt  mm  taxation 
for  three  years,  from  the  date  of  the  patent, 
and  not  one  tract  has  ever  been  sold  under  four 
years,  from  the  date  of  the  patent ;  and  yet  tJie 
Territory  is  charged  with  being  cru^  uid  op- 
pressive in  its  revenue  laws. 

The  General  Assembly  meets  but  once  in 
two  years :  its  last  session  was  in  the  month  of 
October  of  the  present  year.  Pass  this  bill, 
and  an  extra  session  must  be  held  to  change 
the  revenue  laws  to  suit  its  provisions.  This 
will  cost  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars — a 
sum  which  tbe  Tenritory  is  nnaUe  to  pnr* 

When  the  Committee  on  the  Territonea  was 
instraoted  by  a  resolntloa  luhmitted  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  teom  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
ToMUNSOH,)  to  inquire  into  this  subject,  I  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  which  was  raerred,  by 
order  of  the  House,  to  the  same  committM,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 

{iropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  I/!gis- 
ative  Department  of  Arkansas.  The  report 
of  the  committee,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
un&vorable ;  and  yet  an  appropriation  is  made 
annually  of  more  ^ao  five  thousand  dollars  to 
meet  nmilar  expenses  in  Michigan  and  Florida. 
How  it  happens  that  this  spirit  of  &voritism 
exists,  I  cannot  tell.  The  General  Government 
has  never  pidd  (me  cent  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Lci^ative  Department  of  Arkansas ;  the  whole 
has  bem  thrown  upon  the  people  <MF  that  Tor> 
ritoiy ;  uid  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  that 
expense,  by  compelling  the  Territory,  at  an  un- 
reasonable time,  to  chsD^  its  laws. 

One  provision  <tf  the  bill  before  the  House  is, 
that  the  lands  of  non-rendents,  on  which  taxes 
have  not  been  paid,  shall  be  advertised  once  a 
week,  for  ax  months,  in  some  newspaper  in 
the  Territory.  This  single  provision  will  cre- 
ate an  expense  of  about  three  dollars  twenty- 
five  cents  per  tract ;  the  tax  is  two  dollars  and 
forty  cents ;  and  another  part  of  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  to  your  agent  one  dollar  as  a  &e 
for  redeemiag  the  land  after  it  is  soid:  theia 
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ioms,  added  tx^ther,  make  rax  dollars  t&xty- 
flve  cents  tax  on  each  quarter  section  of  lao^ 
per  anuam.  If  this  was  all,  it  might  he  hoi^ 
perht^  by  the  land  proprietor  withont  com- 
plaint ;  but  joor  law  will  create  other  expenses 
vlueh  most  be  paid  hj  him.  Yon  require  the 
GoTemment  to  transmit  to  this  place  a  list  of 
the  hnds  taxed,  amd  of  fhoae  sola  annnallj  for 
taxes.  Some  pierson  mnat  be  employed  by  the 
Territory  to  perform  the  labw  of  preparing 
tboae  lists,  and.  that  person  mnat  be  paid  for 
his  services.  The  ajtent,  too,  who  is  to  reside 
at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  is  to 
receive  tliree  per  cent,  of  the  amoont  collected 
by  him.  Now,  sir,  pnt  all  these  snms  together, 
sad  it  ahowSj  conclnnrely,  that  yoor  law  will, 
in  its  operations,  as  I  have  before  stated,  con- 
sume the  whole  of  the  tax  on  non-resident 
lands,  or  throw  n^n  the  proprietors  of  those 
lands  a  great  additional  expense,  which  X  should 
consider  ui^ost  and  cruel  on  your  part. 

These  objeotiona  al<me  ought,  I  tiiink,  Kr. 
Speaker,  to  indaoe  the  House  to  rdect  the  bill ; 
but  there  are  others  which  shoola  be  conoln- 
rive  in  brio^n^  the  minds  of  the  members  to 
lhat  determination.  It  is  novel  and  nnpreoe- 
dented  in  its  character.  I  will  ask  yon,  nr, 
when  did  Congress  before  dream  of  appointing 
A  Collector  of  the  Bevenne  for  a  Territory,  to 
reside  fifteen  handred  miles  irom  the  Territo- 
rial seat  of  Government;  and  who,  in  his 
character  as  an  officer,  is  to  be  perfectly  inde- 
pendent of  the  Territory?  It  most  be  an- 
swered, that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  pro- 
posed nntil  it  was  thought  of  for  ArVjuifuw. 
What  would  become  of  your  law  and  your 
agent,  if  the  Territory  was  to  exempt  the  lands 
of  non-refddents  Ihua  taxes  t  This  power  it 
certainly  poHBesaea :  or  do  yoa  olidm  t^e  r^t 
to  compel  the  Territory  to  continue  the  tax,  to 
fdve  your  agent  budness  and  fees  ?  I  cannot 
tnink  tiiat  such  a  claim  will  be  set  up,  when  it 
b  known  that  yon  cannot,  hy  a  law  of  Con- 
gress, tax  the  people  of  a  Territoiy  without 
their  consent :  and  here,  on  this  floor,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  vote. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Arkansas  might,  I 
say,  with  propriety,  appoint  an  agent,  to  reside 
at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  or  at 
any  other  point  in  the  Union,  to  collect  taxes 
from  non-resident  proprietors  of  lands  in  that 
Territory ;  but'  it  appears  to  me  that  Congress 
cannot,  with  propriety,  do  so.  Yon  can,  sir, 
exempt  those  lands  from  taxes  altogether,  if 
you  choose  to  do  so ;  and  I  should  greatly  pre- 
fer sncb  a  law,  provided  you  will  appropriate 
money  out  of  your  Treasury  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Legislative  Bepartm^t  of  the 
Government  of  Arkansas.  The  boonty 'which 
you  gave  to  yonr  soldiers  for  their  services  in 
the  late  war,  was  a  national  one ;  and  any  ex- 
traordinary indulgence  which  is  granted  to 
them  now,  should  also  he  national^  and  not  at 
the  eicpense  of  a  few  thousand  inhabitants  of 
one  of  your  remote  Territories.  Pass  a  law 
making  it  the  doty  of  the  Commissioaer  of  tlie 
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General  Land  Office  to  receive  the  taxes  on 
non-resident  lands,  without  expense  to  the  Ter- 
ritory or  to  the  land  proprietors,  and  I  shall  he 
saldsfied.  But,  to  a  law  so  ii^urious  to  the  ia- 
teresta  <^  the  Territory  and  to  the  soldier,  as  I 
think  this  will  be,  I  can  never  consent ;  and  I 
tlierefore  more  to  lay  tlie  bill  iip<m  the  taUe. 

The  motifm  was  n^nti-nd. 

After  some  amendments  offered  by  l£r. 
Stbono, 

The  bill  was  further  imposed  by  Ur.  Yaitok  ; 
who  moved  to  post^Hnuinent  trntil  the  next 
sesEDon. 

Tills  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Scott  now  renewed  the  eppotitifm,  and 
closed  his  speech  with  a  motion  to  pOB^pone 
the  bill  to  Monday  next 

Mr.  CoNWXT  urged  the  postponement :  hut 
it  was  n^tived,  and  the  oill  was  ordered  to 
ita  third  reading  day. 


Fbtoat,  May  19. 
Aeeountt  of  Mr.  Mowroe, 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Inll 
'*  for  the  relief  of  James  Kcnroe,**  being  taken 
up,  and  the  question  being  on  concurring  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to 
increase  the  amount  of  appropriation  from 
116,583  to  $20,618,  Mr.  Whittlbbet  demanded 
tiie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered  by  the 
House,  and  wore — ^Teas  64,  N«rs  66. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  dis- 
agreed to. 


Satvkdat,  Kay  SO. 
Th»  2fno  Oreei  Tkvaty, 
Hr.  DwioHT,  from  the  Oonunittee  of  Confer- 
ence, on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  dis- 
agreeing vote  of  tiie  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
'^making  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  Imited  States 
and  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,^'  made  a  re- 
port ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  sud:  A  stupendous  fraud,  it 
seems,  was  intended  by  the  delegation  who  had 
formed,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  new 
contract  The  chiefs  composing  the  Greek  dip- 
lom^o  train,  assisted  by  their  Cherokee  Secre- 
taries of  Legation,  had  combmed  to  put  into 
their  own  pockets,  and  those  o£  a  few  select 
Mends,  somewhere  abont  three-fourths  of  the 
first  pwrment  to  be  made  Ibr  the  second  cession 
of  thelands  lying  in  Geoi^^  The  facts  con- 
nected with  this  transaction,  although  con- 
cealed from  the  Senate  when  the  second  con- 
tract was  before  them  for  ratification,  and  from 
the  House  when  the  appropriation  bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect  was  under  consideration,  were 
perfectly  understood  at  the  War  Department 
by  the  Secretary,  and  by  his  clerk,  who  is 
called  the  Head  of  the  uidian  Bureau.  The 
Senate  having,  by  some  strange  fortune,  dis- 
covered the  intended  fraud,  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  otmirac^  and  before  they  acted  on 
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the  flppropriation  bill,  wished,  by  an  amend- 
meut  to  the  bill,  to  prevent  the  success  of  the 
proiitable  scheme  of  viUany,  The  House,  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  facts,  and  not  suspecting 
tiie  motive  of  the  amendment,  had  rejected  it. 
Insisted  upon  their  disagreement  to  it,  and  a 
Oommittee  of  the  two  Houses,  as  usual,  bad 
conferred  on  the  snbject.  Kow,  that  the  facts 
are  ascertained  by  the  separate  reports  of  the 
committees,  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  great  point  of  defeating  the  intend- 
ed treachery  of  the  del^ation  and  secretaries 
to  the  Creek  tribe.  The  only  mfltter  which 
caa  bear  discussion,  is,  how  shall  the  treachery 
be  punished  t — ^how  shall  the  Creek  tribe  be 
protected  from  the  abominable  designs  of  their 
worthless  and  unprincipled  agents?  Will  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  reach 
tiieir  object  f  The  plan  is,  to  pay  the  moaoj 
to  the  cniefs,  to  be  divided  amons  the  dden 
and  warriors,  under  the  direction  (n  the  Secre- 
tory of  Wot,  in  a  full  council  of  the  naticm, 
convened  for  the  purpose.  Suppose  the  coun- 
cil in  solemn  ses^on,  the  money  before  them, 
and  the  diviuon  about  to  be  mode,  under  the 
direolioD  of  the  Secretary  of  War — ^may  not 
the  chiefii  and  their  secretaries  olum  the 
money,  as  promised  to  them  under  the  treaty, 
and  how  will  the  Secretary  or  his  a^ent  resist 
the  claim?  To  show  how  the  clami  would 
stand,  Ht.  F.  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  tlie  statement  from  the  Indian  Bureau.  Mr. 
F.  regretted  that  the  godfather  of  this  new 
office  had  given  it  a  Parisian  name.  It  would 
be  seen,  if  ^;antlemeii  would  take  the  trouble 
to  ran  their  eyes  over  the  etatoneut^  that 
Hessrs,  Bidge  and  Vann,  sometimea  called 
Clerks,  at  others  Secretaries,  to  the  Greek  dele- 
gation, two  Cberokees,  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
Creeks  against  the  United  Bt8te8--<Ur.  F. 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  would  have 
been  quite  as  accent,  and  somewhat  more  eco- 
nomical, to  have  detdled  a  clerk  or  two  from 
the  War  Department,  to  perform  that  service) 
— made  known  the  intention  of  the  chiefs  to 
require  reservations  of  land  for  them.  This 
was  "  Fleeted  promptly,"  but  *'  they  were  told 
by  tlie  Secretuy,  tha^  although  no  locations 
would  be  alloweid,  a  &ir  equivident,  in  money, 
might  be  added."  Honey,  however,  they  re- 
plied, "  was  no  object."  Aa  land  could  not  be 
bad,  they  finally  agreed  to  take  money,  ten 
thousand  dollars  each.  "  They  were,  however, 
put  right,  by  oa  assurance  that  no  such  sum 
was  intended,  nor  could  be  thought  of;  and 
that  five  thousand  dollars  each,  was  the  extent 
that  could  be  allowed."  They  assented— the 
House  will  perceive  that  the  only  difficulty  was 
the  amount  of  the  bribe.  The  Socretaiy  was 
willing  to  go  as  high  as  five  thousand  dollars, 
but  could  not  stretch  to  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Kotwithstanding  the  assent  of  the  Cberokees, 
and  the  declaration  of  the  Secretary,  that  five 
thousand  dollars  each  was  the  extent  that  they 
could  be  allowed,  lUdge  and  Voan,  after  the 
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treaty  was  signed,  and  before  it  was  acted  on 
by  the  Senate,  or  submitted  to  that  body, 
brought  a  paper,  the*  precious  list  of  the  price 
of  each  traitor,  for  the  inspection  and  infoona- 
tion  of  the  Head  of  the  Bnreui  and  the  H£ad 
of  the  Department ;  and  what  answer  did  thej 
receive  from  bothf   The  Head  of  the  Bnreoa 
said  it  was  their  own  af^r.   The  SecrettiT 
said  he  presumed  it  was  tiieir  own  uS^t.  And, 
however  proper  a  more  general  equalization  (rf 
it  through  the  nation  might  be,  he  supposed  it 
must  rest  with  them.    Had  these  two  head 
advisers  forgotten  the  assent  of  the  Creeks  to 
receive  five  thousand  dollars  each,  and  their 
own  assertions  that  no  more  could  be  allowed? 
But  I  ask  this  House,  if  the  engagement  for 
the  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  list  of  the 
sums  to  be  distributed,  may  not  be  daimed  as 
part  of  this  new  contract  ?  .  If  these  persona 
nave  not  a  right  to  claim,  In  the  fiuw  of  the 
tribe,  these  sums,  as  promised  to  them  by  tbdr 
Great  Father?   Ay,  sir ;  and,  if  they  are  pow- 
erful enough  in  the  tribe,  they  will  eatmee  thor 
didm.   Under  what  pretext  will  your  Secre- 
tary of  War  direct  a  different  dispodtion  or 
divirion  of  the  money^  after  his  often  repeated 
declaration,  "it  is  their  own  affair  " — ^the  affklr 
of  the  delegation?    Yes,  sir,  so  happily  has 
this  business  been  managed,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  Executive  eye,  that  this  di- 
vision which  the  negotiators  proposed  to  make  of 
the  spoil,  may  be  termed  a  part  of  the  consid- 
eration of  the  contract.   It  must  be  confessed 
that  these  exquisite  ambassadors  were  quite 
liberal  to  thenudves,  their  secretaries,  and  par- 
ticular friends:  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  divided 
among  some  twenty  persons,  is  pretty  well  I 
What  name  shall  we  give  to  this  divifdon  of 
money  amon^  them  ?  To  coll  it  a  bribe,  wonld 
diock  the  dehcaoy  of  the  War  Department,  and 
posribly  offend  those  gentle-spirited  politicians 
who  resemble  Cowper's  preachers,  '^who  could 
not  mention  bell  to  ears  polite."   Let  us  bor- 
row a  term  from  foreign  language,  and  coll  it  a 
douceur,  or  an  empeno.    Call  it  what  you  will, 
every  honest  mind  must  be  struck  with  the 
desperate  infamy  of  the  transaction.  It  cannot 
be  contemplated  without  horror  at  the  deprav- 
ity of  the  savages,  and  'indignati(m  at  the  crim- 
inal imbecility  oi  the  Administration.  Tour 
Secretary  of  War  mode  no  effort  beyond  ad- 
vice, dwelling  on  the  danger,  not  the  turpitude 
of  the  scheme,  to  prevent  this  detestable  con- 
spii'ocy  against  a  depeudent  and  distant  tribe. 
Why  did  he  not  drive  the  reptiles  from  his 
presence — send  them  back  to  uie  nation ;  ex- 
pose their  Tillany;  and  appeal  to  the  tribe 
itself  for  the  fulfilment  of  such  an  arrangement 
of  the  old  contract,  as  would  have  been  Just  to 
them,  satiffactory  to  Geor^a  and  Alaboma, 
and  honorable  to  the  United  States  ?  Who  can 
doubt  that  this  manly  and  direct  course  would 
have  secured  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the 
tribe,  and  a  ready  at^uiescence  in  the  wishes 
of  ^e  GoTttmmentl    But  no,  idr;  meh  aa 
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ideft  does  sot  app^  to  have  passed  through 
the  hrains  of  the  war  Dejiartment  It  would 
have  deprived  the  Admbiistration  of  the  glory 
of  settling  the  Tinfortnnate  controversy,  by  an 
"  arduohs  and  onxioas  negotiation."  It  would 
have  vindicated  the  character  of  the  murdered 
Mcintosh,  and  of  the  calumniated  Commission- 
tra  of  the  United  StAtes,'  It  would  have  in- 
feurod  the  punishment  of  the  treacherous  dele- 
gates, and  the  pet  Oherokees,  their  guardians 
and  secretaries.  None  of  which  were  within 
the  scope  of  the  policy  of  the  Executive.  The 
transcendent  criminality  of  this  design  cannot 
be  well  understood,  without  recalling  to  recol- 
lection the  dark  and  bloody  scenes  of  the  year 
post.  The  Chief  Hclntosh,  distinguished  at  oil 
times  by  his  courage  and  devotion  to. tl^^ 
-wUtes,  deriving  hU  name  bf  the  White  War- 
rior fhnn  his  mixocl  parentage,  had  formed, 
irtth  hia  party,  the  trealy  of  the  Indian 
Bpiingfl.  He  was  denounced  for  it.  His  mid- 
night sleep  was  broken  by  the  crackling  flames 
of  his  dwelling  baming  over  his  head.  Escap- 
ing ftom  the  flames,  he  was  shot  down  by  a 
party  acting  under  tho  orders  of  the  persons 
frho  accused  him  of  betraying,  for  his  own  sel- 
fish purposes,  the  interests  of  the  tribe.  Those 
who  condemned  that  chief,  the  incendiaries  and 
tho  murderers,  are  the  negotiatore  of  this  new 
contract ;  the  one  hundred  and  fifty -nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  is  to  be  the  fruit  of  their  victory 
over  the  assassinated  chief.  What  evidence  of 
itand,  and  selflshnesa,  and  treachery,  has  red 
or  white- malice  been  able  to  exhibit  againat  the 
dead  warrior  t  A  reservation  of  land  for  him, 
In  the  contract  of  1821,  was  sold  by  him  to 
the  United  States,  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars ;  n  price  he  could  have  obtained  from 
individuals,  if  his  title  had  been  deemed  secure. 
This  sale  of  property  given  to  him  by  the 
tribe,  was  the  foundation  of  the  calumnies  tliat 
have  been  heaped  upon  his  memory,  and  the 
cause  which,  in  the  eyes  of  our  Administration, 
newspaper  editors,  scribblers,  and  reviewers, 
justified  his  execntion.  Now,  sir,  the  execu- 
ticHiers  ore  to  be  rewarded  by  pillaging  tlie 
pnblio  Treasury,  I  look  with  some  cunosity 
for^  indignant  dennnclations  of  this  acciden- 
tally discovered  treachery.  Perhaps  It  will  be 
dtaoorered  that  all  this  new  bntaness  of  tho 
Creeks  is  "their  own  affair,"  with  which  the 
white  editors  and  reviewers  have  nothing  to 
do.  Fortunately,  Hr  F.  said,  Congress  had 
something  to  do  with  this  affair,  we  owe  a 
Justice  to  the  tribe.  This  amendment,  he 
feared,  would  not  do  justice.  Tiie  power  of 
Congress  should  be  exerted,  not  only  to  keep 
the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  these  wretches, 
but  to  secure  a  faithful  and  equal  distribution 
of  it  among  the  whole  Creek  notion.  The 
whole  tribe  hold  the  land ;  their  title  by  occu- 
j>ancy  resides  in  all ;  all  are  rightfully  claim- 
ants to  equal  portions  of  the  price  of  their  re- 
move fnnn  It  The  country  is  not  aware  how 
the  Indian  annidties  are  distributed,  or  the 
moneys  paid  to  Che  tribes  disposed  ot  They 
You  K^IT 
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are  divided  according  to  the  discretion  of 
Indian  Government,  completely  arlstocraticol — 
all  the  powers  vested  in  a  few  ehleft.  Ur.  F. 
had  it  from  authority  he  could  not  doubt,  tiialfc 
the  Creek  annuities  bad,  for  years  post,  been 
divided  in  very  unequal  proportions,  not  among 
the  twenty  thousand  souls  of  which  the  \riw 
was  believed  to  be  composed,  but  among  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  chiefs  and  warriors. 
Our  committee  express  great  unwillingness  to 
go  counter  to  the  treaty — the  treaty — the  treaty,! 
Are  not  this  tribe  dependent  upon  us  1  And 
shall  we,  while  we  never  hesitate  to  legislate 
about  their  commercial  intercourse — ^thelr  con- 
duct to  the  whites — be  deterred  by  this  cry  dt 
"  Treaty,"  fVom  protecting  tiem  from  the  vio- 
lence, the  InjnsUoe^  or  the  frauds,  <»f  their  peH^ 
tyrants  f  Bat  it  is  only  for  the  tiew  trefttr 
such  8(demn  regards  are  felt  That  formed 
here,  is  a  sacred  afiMr— -tliat  formed  at  the  In- 
dian Springs,  had  no  such  hallowed  character. 
Strange,  sir.  that  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  War,  witi)  regard  to  the  old  contract,  should 
exercise,  with  impunity,  a  latitude  of  construc- 
tion the  Kepresentotives  of  the  people  fear  tQ 
use,  even  to  prevent  fVaud,  under  the  new  I 
Strange,  that  tho  Senate,  a  branch  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  should  be  willing  to 
legisiate  more  boldly  than  we,  who  have  no 
power  but  legislative,  ovbr  the  subject  1 

There  is  an  expression  or  two  in  the  report 
ti[  our  committee^  which  deserved  notice,  as  It 
was  calculated,  however  without  intention,  to 
mislead  the  people.  It  is  swd,  by  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  reservation^  <Kriand  wished  by  the 
Creek  Delegation  and  the  Cherokee  Secreta- 
ries, were  refiised  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
mA  that  their  efforts  were  afterwards  confined 
to  benefit  thetnaelvos  and  friends  by  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  money,  over  which  the  Secretary 
had  no  other  control  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty.  From  this,  the 
public  would  infer,  that  it  was  the  deficiency  of 
power  in  the  Secretary  which  prevented  him 
from  refusing  the  ;noney,  as  well  as  the  land. 
The  committee  had  not  distingnished  accurate- 
ly, or  inquiiied  why  the  reservations  were  not 
luiowed.  They  were  not  allowed,  }Sr.  F.  pre- 
somed,  because  Qeoi^gia  denied  the  authority 
ot  the  General  Government  to  make  them 
within  tho  State,  and  Congress  had  sustained 
this  doctrine  of  the  State.  Former  reservations 
hod  been  bought  up  at  lai^e  prices^  in  conse- 
quence of  on  application  from  the  State.  But 
lor  this,  the  Secretary  hod  the  same  power  ta 
refuse  or  to  promise  land  to  the  Creek  negotia- 
tors, as  money.  The  money  was  offered  an4 
accepted  as  on  equivalent  for  tlie  land  asked 
for,  at  least  the  five  thousand  dollars  a  heacL 
With  regard  to  the  list,  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  it  was  a  gross  departure  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  contract,  which  both  duty  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  Indians,  required  the 
Secretary  to  prevent   His  power  for  that  por- 

EDse  was  ample ;  yet,  we  see  the  Head  of^the 
inrean,  Qii.  Thomas  L,  HcKinney,)  while  re- 
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ftuiDg  the  reqttest  of  the  conspirators,  to  have 
the  money  coaoted  and  divided,  and  sealed  up 
In  the  Department,  su^esting  how  it  coold  be 
dcme  wi^ut  scandal — "the  cashier  of  the 
bank  wovdd,  no  doubt,  oblige  them  br  seeing  it 
80  counted  and  sealed  "—Wording  all  poBsiole 
&ciliMefl  to  their  arrangements.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  15th  Uay, 
to  the  Oommittee  of  Conference,  tiiat  merits  a 
passing  renuurk.  He  says:  "Tor,  alUioogh  I 
vas  advised,  as  Colonel  Benton  is  aware,  to 
q>proach  the  influential  chiefs  with  secret  gra- 
turaea,  Jnstified,  as  it  was  nrged,  by  the  usages 
of  the  Govenunent,  X  peremptorily  reftised  to 
do  so;  and  determined  that,  whatever  was 
given  as  the  price  of  the  land,  should  appear 
on  the  &ce  of  the  treaty."  Now,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, what  mighty  difference  can  any  honest 
mmd  ^scover  between  these  secret  gratoities, 
which  were  peremptorily  refused  to  be  used, 
and  the  five  thousand  dollars  a-plece,  promised 
by  the  Secretary  to  these  savages,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  to  them,  was  intended  to  be 
kept  secret?  Where  is  the  stipulation  for  the 
payment  of  these  five  thousand  dollars  in  the 
tr^y  ?  It  was  to  be  taken  out  of  the  gross 
suDif  as  was  also  the  balance  to  make  up  the 
<me  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thonsand  seven 
hnndred  d(^«nu  and  no  one  was  to  know,  but 
tiie  Secretarr  of  War,  the  Head  of  the  Indian 
Bnrean,  ana  the  parties  profithw  the  ar- 
langemwt,  what  became  of  it,  lam  no  casn- 
Ist,  a^d  Hr.  F.,  in  these  nice  questions  of  deli- 
cacy, but,  to  me,  it  appears,  this  affectaUon  of 
ftiraess,  to  cover  frand,  this  pretence  of  acting 
openly  and  above  board,  when  such  strange 
things  are  closely  kept  in  the  dark,  are  quite  as 
worthy  of  peremptory  refusal,  as  the  use  of 
secret  gratuities,  aye,  and  quite  as  oflbnrive  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Before  taking  his  seat,  ne  as^ed  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Hooae,  while  he  made  a  few  com- 
ments w  this  list  of  worthies,  and  Oie  ptloes  to 
be  pdd  to  each.  At  the  head  of  tiie  list  stands 
Vt.  Bidge,  with  the  aom  of  $16,000  opposite 
to  his  elevated  name.  This  man  is  no  Creek, 
bnt  a  Cherokee,  educated  among  the  whites, 
allied  to  them  by  marriage — ^has  received  les- 
eons.in  Christianity,  morality,  and  sentiment — 
perfectly  civilized,  according  to  the  rules  and 
customs  of  ComwalL  This  negotiation,  of 
which  he  has  been,  either  as  actor  or  instru- 
ment, the  principal  manager,  is  an  admirable 
proof  of  die  benefits  he  has  derived  from  his 
residence  among  a  morol  and  religious  people. 
Yana,  another  Cherokee,  half  savage  and  half 
civilized,  succeeds  him  with  $15,000  bounty. 
A  few  inches  below  cornea  another  Ridge,  the 
][q}or,  &tiier  to  the  Secretary— a  gallant  old 
fellow,  who  did  some  service  agwnat  the  hos- 
tile Creeks,  dnring  the  late  war,  for  which  he 
deserved  and  received  acknowledgments — ^but 
what  clums  he  had  to  this  Creek  money,  Kr. 
F.  oonld  not  comprehend.  Probably  his  name 
was  used  merely  to  cover  another  gratuity  for 
the  aoa,  whose  modesty  woold  not  permit  him 
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to  take  more  than  $15,000  in  hii  own  name. 

These  Cberdkees  were  together  to  receive 
$40,000  of  Creek  money,  ana  the  Secretary  <tf 
War  is  of  opinion  it  is  quite  consistent  with  the 
contract,  which  provides  for  the  distribution  of 
it  among  the  chiefi  and  warriors  of  the  Creeks. 

Ifr.^  F.  said  he  bad,  on  a  former  day,  ^own 
what  influence  had  been  exerted  by  the  Chero- 
kees  in  the  Creek  nation ;  their  insolent  inter- 
ference between  the  United  Statea  and  the 
neighboring  Indians,  which  led  to  the  defeat  <ii 
the  projected  contract  at  Broken  Arrow,  and  to 
the  oewi  of  Uclntosb.  To  this  intaneddling 
spirit  of  the  Cherokees  might  be  traced  the 
selection  of  the  Cherokee  se^wtaries.  It  was 
not  to  have  been  anticipated  that  the  real  and 
selfish  motive  of  this  intermeddling  would  be 
BO  soon  and  so  palpably  established.  This 
Cherokee  influence  in  the  Creek  nation  is  so 
strong,  that  the  payment  of  their  $40,000  will 
be  made,  nnlees  Congress  act  decisively  to  pre- 
vent it.  Look,  sir,  the  distinction  made  for 
these  exquisites.  Topothle  Yobolo,  whose 
word  General  Gaines  would  take  against  the 
congregated  world,  is  set  down  for  but  $10,OQO. 
The  Littie  Prince  bnt  $10,000.  Even  Hena* 
wee,  distinguished  as  he  is  as  the  leader  of  the 
party  who  murdered  Mcintosh  and  Etome  Tns' 
tunnuggee — as  one  cS  the  accnrsed  band  who 
butchered  800  men,  women,  and  children,  at  Fort 
Mims— has  but  $10,000.  A  distinguished  Bed 
Stick,  in  these  days,  when  kindness  to  Indians 
is  ^own  in  proportion  to  their  oppo^tion  to 
the  policy  oi  the  General  Government,  might 
have  en»eoted  better  treatments-only  ten  thon- 
sand dollars  to  our  enemy  in  war  and  in  peace  t 

"Mi.  Dwiodt  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  F., 
that  the  House  was  now  substantially  debating 
whether  it  would  carry  into  effect  a  treaty, 
constitutionally  made  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  whe^er  it  would  or  wonld 
not  invade  the  limits  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  The  Senate  bad  made  an  amendment 
to  the  bin  as  at  first  proposed,  which  required 
that  the  money  paid  nnder  tne  treaty  to  the 
Creek  Delation,  in  this  city,  shoold  be  dis- 
tribnted  to  the  nation  as  annaities  are  dis- 
tributed ;  but  the  treaty  said  that  the  money 
was  to  ba  paid  to  tlie  chiefs  and  warriors,  and 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  say  that  the  money 
should  pe  paid,  per  capita,  to  all  the  members 
of  the  nation,  in  the  manner  that  annuities  are 
pud  to  them.  The  House  knew  very  well 
that  they  could  not  violi^  the  treaty.  It  was, 
therefore,  proposed  by  the  House,  that  the 
money  should  be  paid  in  foil  council,  to  the 
members  of  the  Creek  nation,  not  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  annnitie^  bnt  on  that  of  the  treaty. 
The  treaty  coold  not  be  altered  by  Congress ; 
md  the  act  to  cany  it  into  effbct  must  conform 
to  its  provisions;  bnt,  instead  of  paying  the 
money  here,  where  its  opwation  woud  be  to 
corrupt  the  delegatimi,  and  to  defraud  the  body 
of  the  nation,  it  was  proposed  that  it  should 
be  pud  in  the  midst  of  the  nation,  after  dne 
notloe  given,  that  th^  mi^  cwvene  to  r»- 
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ccire  it  The  honorable  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia thinks  that  the  amendment  irill  not  effect 
this  object  I  am  of  a  different  opinion ;  but 
we  agree  perfectly  asto  thejaatioeof  secartng 
payment  of  tiie  moneT  to  those  for  whfHn 
it  ia  intended.  Tlw  ge&ueniaa  siqmoMB  that 
tiie  Senate  will  adhere  to  its  amenuoent,  bat 
tiunr  appointed  a  Oommittee  of  Oonference; 
and  when  that  committee  got  the  ultimatom 
of  (the  Hoose,  they  reported  it  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  Senate,  by  a  large  mi^rityf  agreed  to 
accept  it  If  we  shall  now  reject  the  report, 
we  shall  r^ect  the  proportion  of  onr  own  con- 
fwecs,  to  which  the  Scuate  have  acceded. 

There  may  have  been,  aa  the  gentleman  be- 
lieves, a  Btapendoos  frand  contemplated.  I 
am  not  in  fall  possession  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  It  does  not,  however,  impear  to  me  so 
very  aarimsing,  that  two  Incuiaiu,  not  them- 
selves  members  of  the  Greek,  bnt  m  the  Ohero- 
kee  nation,  ahoold  demand  to  be  pidd  £[v  per- 
fbrming  the  duties  of  diplomacy  for  ttie  Creeks. 
Th^  are  educated  men,  competent  to  perform 
those  duties,  and  they  have  perfivmed  them. 
Ilttve  they  not  a  right  to  ask  compensation  ? 
What  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evidence 
of  this  stnpendons  fraud  f  I  do  confess,  that 
on  some  other  points  connected  with  this  affmr, 
my  mind  misgives  me ;  but,  as  to  these  Chero- 
kee agents,  did  not  onr  own  diplomatic  agents 
receive  $18,000  for  their  services,  on  a  mission 
to  make  a  treaty  T  and  have  these  agents  of  the 
Creek  notion  no  right  to  stipulate  for  $16,000  ? 
When  tlie  Secretary  was  urged  to  give  a 
donceor  to  Bidge  and  Vann,  he  rqiectod  the 
sofflgestion,  as  jn^io^ng  a  dishonorable  course ; 
and,  afterwaru,  when  the  ebkh  had  been  as- 
sembled at  his  request,  he  mode  a  speedi  to 
thcii^  dissuading  them  from  their  intended  dis- 
position of  the  money.  There  are  no  circum- 
stances of  concealment  in  the  case.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  seems  to  suppose  that  there  was 
a  discovery ;  that  the  Senate,  by  accident,  dis- 
covered the  true  state  of  the  matter ;  but  the 
House  has  heard  that  the  Secretary,  so  far  from 
having  any  plan  or  purpose  of  any  clandestine 
arrangement,  disclosed  the  whole  of  the  facts 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  this  before  the  ratifica* 
tion  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senate. 

When  the  Indiana  aj^lied  to  him  to  make 
the  divimon  of  tiie  money  among  them,  accord- 
ing to  a  schedule  fami^ed,  he  told  Uiem  ex- 
pressly he  had  no  power  to  do  any  such  thing, 
and  referred  them  to  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty,  in  support  of  the  declaration.  Here 
was  nothing  but  the  most  open  and  upright 
conduct 

If  the  House  shall  refuse  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference,  the  appropriation 
must,  of  course,  fall,  and  the  treaty  with  it ; 
but,  if  tlie  House  shall  assent  to  it,  as  the  Sen- 
ate has  already  done,  the  money  will  be  sent, 
and  the  treaty  will  be  carried  into  effect 

Mr.  WioKUFFB  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
tbeSetT^aryt^War  was  not  dui^eoble  with 
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any  improper  conduct  in  the  conducting  of  this 
affair ;  hut  stated  facts  which  went  to  show 
that  tiiere  had  been  oonoeolraent  and  unfair 
dealing  on  the  part  of  Kdge  and  Vann,  as  the 
proposd  made  1^  th«n  for  a  diviidon  of  the 
money,  acecHxting  to  a  oertidn  UaC  submitted 
by  them  to  the  Secretary,  was  a  matter  of  sor- 
prise  to  Opothle  Toholo,  the  principal  Creek 
chief^  when  hb  was  told  of  it ;  and  he  dechued 
that  it  hod  been  done  without  his  knowledge. 

Ur.  CooKB  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs)  oonfirmed  the  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Dwioirr,  and  stated  the  drcumstances 
of  the  interview  he  bad  with  the  Secretary  be- 
fore the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  by  the 
Senate,  in  which  interview  the  Secretaiy  had 
fully  informed  him  of  the  facts  now  refen^  to. 

Mr.  BcBOBS  went  into  a  vindicaUon  of  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  sevenQ 
stages  of  the  treaty  negotwHcm;  and  denied 
all  purpose  of  concealment  or  in^reetion. 

Mr.  drrnDEBT  said,  that,  were  It  even  bla 
indination,  the  state  of  his  health  would  not 
permit  him,  at  this  time,  to  address  the  House 
otherwise  than  with  extreme  brevity ;  and  he 
should  be  believed,  when  he  sdd,  that  a  stnmg 
sense  of  duty  only  could  urge  him  to  rising  on 
this  occasion. 

For  more  than  a  year  past,  smd  he,  a  violent 
and  unceasing  torrent  of  abuse  has  been  pour- 
ed on  the  State  I  represent — on  Georgia — of 
which  I  am  proud  to  be,  and  to  prononnce 
myself^  a  citizen  end  a  native ;  whilst  develop- 
ments ore  this  day  made,  secrets  are  now  trans- 
piring, which  must  arrest  the  course  of  calumny 
and  confbund  the  calnmniator& 

What  has  been  the  charge  igainRt  Georf^at 
That  Ae  has  v^ementir  cudmed  the  benefit  4^ 
a  treaty  aUeffed  to  be  vital^  tainted  ^  firaod 
and  corruption  in  the  negotiators.  Whence 
has  this  charge  originated,  or  whence  derived 
that  weight  and  sanction  which  have  afforded 
it  a  general  currency,  and  enlisted  the  feelings 
and  the  interests  of  so  many  in  snpiwrting  it  by 
calumny,  and  enforcing  it  by  Invective  f  From 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  United  States. 
From  this  Government,  I  say,  which,  on  the 
ground  of  this  charge,  has  even  proceeded  to 
the  alarming  extreme  of  procuring  the  annul- 
ment of  a  treaty  which  hod  heen  solemnly  rati- 
fied.  And  what  is  the  important  secret  so  long 
held  from  light,  and  now  providentially  re- 
vealed to-day?  Why,  that  this  Executive 
Government,  negotiatmg,  not  hy  Intermediate 
agents,  but  in  its  proper  midesty,  and  here,  in 
ite  own  c^)ital,  has  concluded  a  new  and 
superseding  tre^;  has  recommended,  has 
strongly  urged,  has  procured  its  ratification, 
knowing,  uid  suppressing  that  knowledge  from 
the  worid,  and  from  the  ratifying  body,  that 
the  Indian  negotiators  in  this  treaty,  abomina- 
bly corrupt,  atrociously  perfidious,  to  sate  their 
own  abandoned  lust  of  gain,  were  selling  the 
people  w^hom  they  r^resented,  and  that  from 
the  treasury  of  the  united  States  was  to  pro- 
ceed the  reward  of  perHiiy,  the  gratiflertion  of 
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corruption.  So  nttor  ««re  the  perfidy  and  cor- 
mptioR  of  the  letdian  negotiators,  tliat  tbey 
could  no  IcHiger  be  considered  as  representing 
ttie  people  by  wbom  tbej  bad  been  delegated, 
and  who  were  a  thousand  miles  distant  from 
tiie  scene  of  negotiation.  Of  $317,000,  tho 
price  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  Creess  in 
this  treaty,  these  men  had  deterijuned  to  ap- 
propriate to  themselTes  $159,000,  leaving  to 
the  mass  of  tlie  Creek  people  only  $S8,000. 

But,  to  prove  that  no  sappressioa  or  conceal- 
ment Jios  been  designed,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AffMrs  having  been  called 
on,  has  jnst  detailed  to  us  a  oonversation  which 
the  Seexetarj  ot  War  held  with  him  in  relation 
to  theie  tnnsaotiona,  Tolantarily  and  b^re 
tho  ratification  of  the  treaty.  Ah  I  bnt  thie  all- 
mnterial,  the  only-inaterial  olrenmatanoe,  that 
which  constitates  the  essence  of  the  chai^ 
now .  urged,  was  wi^held.  by  the  Secretary 
from  the  honorable  chairman  in  this  same  con- 
versation. Not  a  suggestion  was  mado  to  the 
honorable  chairman,  by  tho  Secretory,  of  the 
profligate  purpose  of  the  Indian  negotiators  to 
^>propTiate  to  themselves  almost  the  entire- 
inioe  of  the  torritory  ceded  by  the  people  whonL 
thoy  represented.  Not  a  hint  was  mtixnated 
of  the  black  list  of  corruption  this  morning 
exhibited  to  our  eyes.  Nay,  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  chl^^na^  does  most  stroBglyrap- 
port  the  charge  <tfderignedBnppr«saion.  When 
the  Seeretftry  enm^ed  himaalf  ia  etHLveraadon- 
on  these  transaoBooiL  with  a  gentiaman  who  is 
in  some  sort  the  ofBcial:  organ  of  this  House  on 
Indian  Affiurs ;  when  he  CTen.  uttered  certain 
complaints  against  the  Indian  n^otiatora,  must 
not  the  intended  embeslement  by  these  ohiefe; 
the  most  important  circumstance  in  the  trans- 
actions; the  all-absorbing,  compliunt  against 
the  chi^s,  have  presented  its^  of  necessity  to 
hts  mind ;  ay,  must  it  not  have  pressed  con- 
spicuously to  his  view,  and  even  attended  with 
some  anxious  feelings}  How-  is  it  possible, 
then,  that  he  should  have  avoided  the  mention 
of  it,  but  in  consoquenoe  of  a  predoterminatiffli  t 
VfeTl,  indeed,  mkht  Uie  honorable  gentiemon 
from  Tennessee  declare  tliat,  in  tho  communi- 
oatl(Hi  of  the  Beeretary,  he  perceived  naught 
to  excite  his  Buspioiona — since,  in  that  com- 
munication, what  was  innocent  only  was  dis- 
closed ;  and  what  was  criminal  was  precisely 
that  which  was  retfdned.  As  to  tho  miserable 
Indian  chieis,  they  impudently  attempted  to 
midce  our  Government  direct  co-actors  with 
them  in  the  villany  they  were  perpetrating,  by 

Iirocuring  a  difitribution  to  bo  made  of  the  in- 
i]uitous  plunder  in  the  very  ofBoe  of  the  War 
Itepartment,  by  its  ofBoers,  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  its  stamp  and  seal.  Thus  were  the  In- 
dian people  at  home  to  he  abused  with  the 
notion  that  this  division  of  the  price  of  their 
territory  was  directed  by  the  Government 
here,  and  thus  were  they  to  he  overawed  into 
an  nnqoeationing  snhmisBion  to  it.  Oonld 
there  be  evidenced  more  deliben^  and  wicked 
oofitrivancecffhrndf  IVand,didl8«y>  Base 
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trad  detestaUe  treachery  I  Is  this  in  the  nature 
of  a  fraud  committed  on  indifferent  or  hcstile 
persons  ?  No,  but  agents,  charged-  with  Oie 
confidence  and  entrusted  with  the  afi'airs  of  a 
people  a  thousand  miles  distant,  violate  that 
confidence  and  betray  that  trust,  and,  proceed- 
ing to  the  extreme  of  human  baseness,  sell  for 
individual  gain — for  a  price  paid  to  themselves 
— that  people  to  whom  their  oblieaticm  was  of 
so  high  and  sacred  a  character.  What  height- 
ens the  strangeness  and  aggravates  the  infamy 
of  this  extraonliDary  transaction  is,  that  Indiana, 
who  are  not  even  of  the  Creek  people,  men  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe,  are  to  participate  in  thia 
corrupt  division  of  the  price  of  terntoiy  ceded 
by  toe  Creeks. 

Sadi,  then,  bdng  Hxt  treaeher^  and  oomrn- 
Uon  of  the 'Indian  agents,  who  negotiated  tma 
treaty,  and  such  tho  connivance  of  the  Eiecn- 
tivo  Government  here  at  tiiis  treachery  and 
corruption,  sneh  its  oppression  of  fa(^  which 
disclosed,  would  have  wooked  the  moral  sense 
of  all;  wonld  have  blasted  the  credit  of  tho 
superseding  treaty,  with  the  members  of  that 
bcwy  by  which  it  was  to  be  approved  or  con- 
demDOd — what  is  the  idea  that  presents  itself 
fiimultaneonsly  to  all !  Those  with  whom  ori- 
ginated all  the  abuse  and  calumny  against 
Georg^<  tho  administrators  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, are  about  to  suffer  tho  recoil  of  their 
own  unworthy  invmtions.  A  day  of  retribu- 
tion, of  dreadful  retribution,  is  come.  Even* 
handed  Justice  returns  the  pmsoned  chalice  to 
their  lips,  who  mingled  venom  in  the  draught 
And  what,  indeed,  is  the  extraordlnuy  spectacle 
which  now  offers  itself}  In  the  exercise  of 
some  strange  and  anomalous  power,  unknown 
to  the  constitution,  an  entire  treaty,  under  the 
pretence  of  fraud,  has  bocn  utterly  abrogated, 
and  behold, .  tho  self-samo  Qovemment  by 
which  this  daring  act  bos  been  done,  are  affect- 
ing the  utmost  scruple  and  delicacy  at  touching 
the  mere  form  of  a  single  article  ,  in  another 
treaty,  when  the  purpose  Is  to  prevent  the  suc- 
cess of  a  vile  and  deliberate  fraud— of  a  dam- 
nable treachery.  Have  I  been  using  any  in- 
genious sophistries  or  enbtile  inferraoes  ?  No : 
an  that  I  have  said  Is  manifest  as  iUij,  Can  any 
cme  deny  it?  Will  any  one  deny  It?.  Does 
any  one  deny  it? — ITy  strength  fails  me. 

Mr.  Tatkall  said  ho  did  not  rise  to  enter  at 
large  into  this  discuftslon,  as  the  approximation 
of  the  close  of  the  session  would  seem  to  pre- 
clude this;  nor,  however  strong  his  feelings 
were,  (and  they  were  strong,)  did  he  rise  to 
give  vent  to  them.  In  fact,  his  colleague,  who 
had  first  risen,  had  relieved  hhn  from  tho  ne- 
cessity of  tho  one,  and  his  friend  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him,  hod,  in  the  burst  of  his  indignation 
as  a  Georgian,  rendered  unnecessary  tho  other. 
He  rose  simply  to  explain  why  he  should  vote 
differently  from  his  colleagae  first  alluded  to. 

He  was  aa  confident  as  his  coHeagoes  could 
be,  that  the  fianlest  fraud  had  been  projected 
by  some  of  the  individuals  calUng  themselves  a 
part  of  the  Creek  DelegaUon,  ami  .that  It  waa 
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known  to  tlie  Department  of  War  before  the 
ratiQootioa  of  the  treaty,  and  was  not  com- 
mniiicated  bj  that  Department  to  the  Senate, 
either  before  or  daring  the  pendeQcy  of  the 
consideration  of  the  treaty  by  that  body.  Mr. 
T.  said  he  woold  not,  however,  for-the  reasons 
just  mentioned,  dwell  on  this  ground,  hot  would 
]>roceed  to  Btatc,  tliat  he  was  in  favor  of  tho 
amendment  offered  by  the  Committee  of  Con- 
forenoe,  (and  therein  he  differed  fr<m  his  col- 
Icngno,)  which,  whilst  it  would  effectually  pre- 
vent the  commtenmi  of  the  fhrad  intenued, 
-would,  also^  avoid  a  vitiation  of  tho  terms  of 
the  new  treaty,"  as  it  was  styled.  He,  indeed, 
denied  tliat  Uiis  was  a  treaty,  and  the  law  of 
the  land,  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  conflicted  with 
the  provisions  pf  the  first,  or  "  old  treaty." 
But,  sir,  uaiA  lie,  tlie  appropriation  bill,  on 
amendment  to  which  ia  now  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration, has  for  its  object  the  oxocutiou  of 
tliis  new  treaty ;  and,  if  it  be  not  for  this  pnr- 
Dose,  it  is  for  no  li^itimate  purpose  at  all. 
Tliis  Ilonso  has  regarded  this  substitute  for  the 
Mclnto^  treaty  as  a  treaty,  and  it  cannot, 
therefore,  with  propriety,  or  consistoncy,  dis- 
regard its  provisions^  I  united  with  my  col- 
league  in  voting  against  this  entire  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  I  woahl  again  do  so,  if  necessary. 
I  denied  that  to  be  a  treaty,  which  must  be  so 
reparded,  if  the  appropriation  oontidnod  in  tho 
bill  were  necessary  and  proper.  But,  sir,  when 
tlie  question  is,  not  whether  the  instntmcnt 
called  a  treaty  is  a  treaty,  but  whether  we  ere 
disposed  to  amend  a  hill  previously  determined 
upon,  to  carry  into  effect  that  treaty,  it  is  al- 
together a  different  thing.  At  this  stage  of 
the  matter,  the  fact  is,  on  all  sides,  conceded, 
tliat  this  thing  which  is  called  a  treaty,  is  a 
treaty,  and  that  some  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  execute  it,  is  inevitable.  Tliis  being 
the  case,  no  amendntent  of  that  bill  can  b« 
made  which  has  a  tendency  to  a  disregard  of  the 
terms  of  enoh  treo^.  Oar  ot^eot  is  to  prevent 
the  daring  fraad  which  ia  meditated ;  bat  I 
contend  that,  in  looking  to  that  object,  we 
most  be  governed  by  tiie  terms  of  the  treaty 
under  which,  and  to  loecnte  which,  this  bill 
has  been  framed.  We  have  no  right  to  alter 
these  terms.  I  deny  tliat  the  Government  had 
a  right  to  set  aside  tho  first  treaty.  This  my 
.oolleagne  olso  deiues;  and  how  he  can  deny 
this,  and  yet  maintain  Uiat  the  present  treaty 
might  be  altered  by  Congress,  I  cannot  under- 
stand. It  is  not  tliat  I  do  not  go  as  far  as  my 
oolleagne.  I  go  farther.  I  say  that  this  Gov- 
ernment not  only  has  no  right  to  alter  or  do 
awaj  with  a  whole  troa^,  but  X  also  say  it  has 
not  a  right  to  alter  or  exponge  a  rin^e  word — 
R  single  letter.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  my 
colleagne  with  inconrastenoy.  I  was  not  aware 
of  bis  intention  to  introdnoe  his  motion,  or  of 
lus  objection  to  the  report  of  tho  Committee  of 
.Conference,  nntil  after  he  had  risen  to  address 
tlie  Chair.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing bis  explanations.  Bat,  it  does  seem  to  rae, 
^  that,  if  this  auonuloai  instroment  is  to  be 
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r^arded  as  4  treaty,  it  cannot  be  altered,  ex- 
cept by  the  consent  of  the  parties  to  it,  and  not 
even  then,  if  it  coiiSicfas  with  ri^ts  vested 
by  it  in  a  third  poj^y.  For  my  own  part,  sir, 
I  consider  Georgia  as  having  ooquirM  vested 
rights  nndcr  the  first  treaty — rights  which  tlie 
General  Government  constitutionally  could  not, 
and,  Btoodiog  as  things  iwe  do,  will  not,  dare 
to  touch,  or  attempt  to  destroy.  If,  however, 
the  strong  arm  of  power  shall  tw  raised  og^nst 
the  rights  of  my  native  State— if  foroe  sball  be 
resorted  to  to  [nerent  tiie  encntion  of  Hw  tAd 
treaty— I,  for  one,  shall  be  ready  (and  I  shdl 
not  be  the  only  Georgian  who  will  be  ready  to 
move  -in  so  holy  a-  caose)  to  shoulder  my  mns- 
ket  to  defend,  at  evco^'  hazard,  these  rights,  and 
to  enforee  this  treaty.  However,  sir,  I  will 
say  nothing  more  on  this  point  When  the 
time  shall  arrive — if  over  that  dark  hour  shall 
arrive— I  trust  in  God  I  shall  be  prepored  to 
act  as  every  Georgian  shoald  act, 

I  shall  give  my  veto  for  the  amendment- pro* 
posed  by  the  Committee  of  Conference.  . 

Mr.  CooY,  in  a  brief  speech,  vindicated  the 
moral  ehuaeter  of  the  Secretary,  and  denied 
that  tho  facts  referred  to  by  the  gentlemaa 
frMn  Qoma^  were  known  and  conoeaM,  by 
him. 

Ur.  Tattnaxx.  requested  }tr.  Oooe  to  yield 
tho  floor  for  a  moment,  and  stated,  that  the  list 
wliich  he  held  in  his  hand,  was,  itself,  con- 
dusive  evidence  of  a  corrupt  int«inon  to  divido 
the  greater  part  of  the  money  among  the  few 
persons  named  in  it.  In  this  list,  different 
smns  were  written  opposito  the  names  of  differ^ 
cnt  individuals,  sncn,  for  instance,  as  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  John  Bidge,  $15,000— Joseph  Venn, 
$16,000,"  {both  Cherokees,  and  not  Creeks, 
and,  therefore,  not  entitled  to  one  cent)  The 
next,  a  long  and  barbarous  Indian  name,  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  pronounce,  '*$1O,OO0l" — 
next,  "John  Stedham,  $10,000,"  &o.  Tlih 
list,  as  it  appears  in  tiie  documents  reeeived 
from  the  Seeretivy  oi  War,  was  presented  to 
the  War  Department  by  Ridge  and  Vann. 

Ur.  Cook  resmued.  The  Secretary  had  been 
told  that  land  was  wanted' for  Ridge  and  Vann, 
but  had  replied  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
allow  any.  Money,  indeed,  had  been  giv«h 
them,  as  had  been  customary  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government — yet,  this  was  not  the 
act  of  tho  Secretary ;  he  told  the  Creek  ain- 
bossadors  that  such  a  sum  would  be  erantcd 
them,  and  that  they  might  pay  it  to  Ridge  and 
Vann,  if  ttiey  thought  proper;  but  no  such 
arrangement  should  appear  on  the  face  of  tho 
treaty.  As  to  the  list  or  sohednle,  according 
to  which  the  money  was  to  bo  divided,  it  was 
not  presented  at  the  War  Department  till  the 
treaty  hod  gone  to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Tattnall 
here  referred  to  documents,  and  Mr.  C.  ac- 
knowledged that,  in  this  particular,  he  had 
been  under  a  mistake.]  But,  though  the  pro- 
position for  a  corrupt  partition  of  the  mon^ 
had  been  made,  it  had  not  Iwen  assented  to ; 
and  this,  therefore,  fixed  no  immoral  ohaige  on 
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the  Secretary  or  the  Administaition.  The  treaty 
docs  stipalate  that  the  money  mentioned  »hall  be 
paid  **  to  the  chiefe  and  warriors" — whether  we 
can  alter  that  arrangement  in  this  House  is  a 
very  serions  qnestion.  But,  however  this  ques- 
tion might  06  settled,  it  was  doing  great  in- 
jnstice  to  the  country  and  its  Government,  to 
Bay,  without  better  proof,  that  the  Department 
had  c6Dnived  at  a  foul  fraud. 

Mr.  Merger,  having  before  songht  In  vain 
to  obtain  the  floor,  next  addressed  the  House. 
If,  as  a  great  poet  had  proclaimed,  "an  honest 
man^s  the  noblest  work  of  God,**  then,  said  Mr. 
H.,  is  James  Barbour  entitled  to  that  high  eulc^. 
No  man  on  earth  would  more  proudly  scorn 
to  commit,  or  to  conceal  a  fraud,  than  the 

£ resent  Secretary  of  War.  He  had  witnessed 
is  conduct,  in  aH  the  relations  of  life,  public 
and  private — in  peace  and  In  war — in  the 
tented  field,  beneath  sultry  skies — In  the  dead 
of  Winter,  amidst  frosts  and  snows — as  Gov- 
ernor, legidator,  soldier,  and  citizen,  of  Yir- 

finio,  A  purer  or  more  patriotio  heart  than 
is  beats  not  in  the  breast  of  man.  It  is  no 
light  matter,  stud  Mr.  M.,  in  a  desultory  debate, 
at  the  very  close  <^  a  long  protracted  season 
of  Congress,  to  Insinaate  uiat  such  a  man  has 
concealed,  or  connived  at  tiie  conmiisritm  ofl  a 
"  stnpendons  fhtnd."  Mr.  M.  denied  that  uie 
Honse  is  bonnd  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect, 
which  had  been  negotiated  or  consummated  by 
fraud.  Prove  this  of  the  present  treaty,  and 
he  wonld  regard  it  with  as  little  respect  as  the 
blank  sheet  that  he  held  in  his  hand,  [tearing  it 
and  existing  it  on  the  floor.]  Such  a  treaty,  con- 
sidered as  a  private  contract,  wonld  be,  in  law, 
not  merely  voidable,  but  void.  Void,  ai  initio. 
So  shonld  he  r^ara  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  if  made  with  incompetent  jpersons, 
whether  fraudulently  or  not.  Bad  it  been 
submitted  to  tills  House  for  an  anproiniation, 
with  BfttisfiustOTT  evidence  tiiat  the  Indian  ne- 
gotiators urere  destitute  of  anfhorily  to  make 
ft,  he  would  not  have  voted  a  cent  to  give  to  it 
effect. 

80  would  he  decide  in  relation  to  this  treaty, 
if  it  were  or  could  be  proved,  that  fraudulent 
means  had  been  employed  for  its  ratification. 
But  where  Is  the  evidence  of  such  fraud? 
Does  any  eonceolment  mark  this  transaction  ? 
The  fhct  supposed  to  warrant  the  insinuation 
which  lias  been  made  is  stamj>ed  on  the  very 
&oe  of  the  treaty.  What  says  its  third  article  1 

**In)nediatety  after  the  ratiflcation  of  this  treaty, 
the  United  Sutei  agree  to  pay  to  the  chieb  of  the 
Baid  nation  the  snm  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  and  six  hundred  dollun,  to  be  divided 
among  the  chieft  and  waxtiat*  of  the  ioM  nation.** 

Shall  be  inomediately  paid  to  whom  ?  The 
chiefb  assembled  here,  osserted  that  they  had 
authority  to  receive  the  stipnlated  consideration. 
Is  that  authority  doubted  or  denied?  It  rests, 
as  they  truly  say,  on  the  same  evidence  with 
their  unquestioned  power  to  treat  at  all.  Their 
aubteguent  agreementi  among  themaelTes,  rela* 


live  to  the  distribution  of  a  part  of  the  consid- 
^tloo,  constitutes  no  link  of  tiie  preceding 
negotiation,  no  feature  of  the  treaty  itself.  It 
is  their  separate  and  independent  act,  for  which 
they  are  responsible,  not  to  the  SM^retary  of 
War,  or  to  us,  but  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  deputed  to  treat.  Is  the  Secretary  of  War 
bound — has  he  the  power,  to  follow  these 
chiefs  to  their  native  wOds,  in  order  to  execnte 
their  laws,  to  enforce  among  themselves  thdr 
own  otutoma,  to  control  them  in  the  final  dis- 
tribution of  the  money,  with  which  they  are 
entrusted  by  their  nation? 

If  this  treaty  be  valid,  the  appropriatiim 
which  we  make  should  conform  to  its  pro- 
visions. If  fraudulent  and  void,  no  ^^ntrpria- 
tion  whatever  should  be  made. 

Had  the  treaty  been  silent  as  to  the  port  of 
the  consideration  which  the  chiefs  proposed  to 
distribute,  before  their  departure;  had  this 
sum  been  secretiy  promised ;  had  it  been  pro- 
posed secretly  to  pay  it,  so  as  to  screen  the 
receivers  from  all  responsibility  to  the  chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation ;  ihete  woold, 
indeed,  be  some  ground  for  the  Imputaticoi  of 
fraud.  On  this  subject,  although  negative  proof 
cannot  be  required,  we  are  happily  funushed 
with  the  highest  exculpatory  testimony.  A 
SenatOTfircnn  Missouri,  of  distinguished  abilities, 
entitled,  it  need  scarcely  be  added,  to  the  high- 
est credit — a  gentleman  thoroughly  accjuainted 
with  the  progress  of  the  entire  negotiation,  had 
voluntarily  communifated  to  Mr.  M. — [here 
some  gentleman  exclaimed  aloud,  that  Mr. 
Bentox  had  so  informed  the  Senate.]  Mr.  M. 
proceeded.  He  had  no  right,  he  said,  to  advert 
to  what  the  honorable  Senator  had  said  in  his 
place,  to  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
but  he  had  a  right  to  refer,  for  purposes  of 
public  Justice,  to  his  personal  assurance  to  him- 
self, tluit,  on  the  port  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
this  trea^  had  been  conducted  on  the  Mrett 
and  most  honorable  principles.  It  would,  in* 
deed,  famish  matter  m  snrprlse,  it  while  rumor 
had  denied  to  the  Secretary  any  snare  of  credit 
for  tiie  result  of  this  negotiation,  the  fraud  to 
which  it  seems  now  to  be  ascribed,  should  be 
imputed  to  liim.  If  the  merit  of  success  be 
awarded  to  ot>ier  gentlemen,  he  shonld  at  least 
be  acquitted  of  blame. 

[Tlie  Speaker  here  questioned  whether  Mr. 
M.  was  in  order.] 

He  was  misunderstood,  Mr.  M.  replied,  by 
the  Chair.  He  made  no  charge  upon  any  indi- 
vidual. He  had  risen  to  acquit,  to  vindieatet 
not  to  condemn. 

[The  Speaker  s^d  no  charge  had  been  made 
on  the  Secretaiy  of  War.] 

It  is  true,  Mr.  M.  proceeded,  and  I  do  not 
aver  that  such  a  charge  has  been  formally  made. 
But  tiie  view  which  had  been  presented  of  this 
whole  sabject,  rendered  such  an  inference  nat- 
ural, if  not  nnavoidable ;  and  he  meant,  Mr.  M. 
s^d,  to  include  its  possibility. 

The  report  of  the  officer  of  Indian  aShin  dis- 
closes the  potnnal  kindness  of  the  Secretaijr, 
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In  advising  tlie  chiefe  who  bMotiated  tiie  treaty, 
to  defer  the  distribntioQ  of  anj  part  of  the 
eoDsideration  to  be  paid  them,  mitil  their  re- 
tarn  to  the  bosom  of  their  nation.  The  lan- 
gnage  of  this  friendly  and  considerate  caution 
has  been  tortured  iato  proof  of  an  intended 
fraud,  on  the  part  of  the  chie& ;  and  of  a  con- 
nivance at  its  perpetration,  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  A  fraua  to  be  perpetrated 
by  those  very  diieft  who,  it  may  be  presumed, 
and  it  is  sua,  gorem  the  oonncu  of  their  tribe 
at  home ;  and  which  the  treaty  tliat  they  are 
to  hear  to  that  eoonidl  would  diwdose  apm  Its 
TflTT  features. 

whatever  m^y  be  the  IntenHon of  tbese ohiefe, 
said  Mr.  M.,  do  bat  demonstrate  this  treaty  to 
be  fraudulent,  and  I  am  ready  to  pronounce  it 
TOid. 

He  would  consider  the  evils  of  that  civil  war, 
of  which  a  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  spoken, 
as  far  preferable  to  the  open  sanction  of  an 
atrocious  fraud,  by  the  Oongresa  of  the  United 
States.  Tmie  has  often  healed  the  wounds 
Inflicted  by  war  upon  the  prosperity  of  a  peo- 
ple; but  national  morality,  the  source  of  all 
national  happiness,  when  once  utterly  lost,  has 
rarely,  if  ever,  beoi  restored.  He  had  n<^ 
howererf  risen,  Vr.  IC.  s^d,  to  disonu  the 
merits  of  the  late  Oreek  treaties^  bat  to  vln&- 
eate  a  friend  from  reproach;  anA  his  olject 
was,  he  hoped,  accomplished. 

Mr,  BainxnT  said  he  could  not  perceive 
that  the  question  now  before  the  House,  which 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference^  involved  at  all  the  question  of 
the  treaty,  or  the  character  of  any  individual. 
The  treaty  provides,  that  a  certein  sum  of 
money  ehall  t>e  pud  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
oi  the  Creek  nation.  The  Senate  adds,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  money  shall  be  distributed 
in  a  certnn  manner;  the  treaty  did  not  oontrar 
diet  such  an  arrangement— but  the  House  disap- 
proved and  disagreed  to  it  The  Senate  insisted 
on  their  imaidnimifc— oonfereea  were  ^ipointed 
—and  after  amne  disoustton,  tiie  maiugers  of 
tbe  oonfavooe  a^«ed  that  tbe  amendbiaktpro> 
posed  hf  the  House  will  effect  the  same  objeot 
as  that  contemplated  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  It  goes,  indeed,  a  littie  farther,  and 
insists  that  me  divbion  of  the  money  shall  be 
made  in  full  eonndl  of  the  nation.  But  now  it 
Is  said  that  the  chiefs  design  to  appropriate  the 
whole  sum  to  their  own  use.  The  arrangement 
proposed  will  oert^nly  prevent  the  aocom- 
plisoment  <tf  any  such  design,  if  it  exist  I 
would  have  consented  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  sufflcient^bnt  I  think  that  reported 
hf  the  eonfbrees  holds  out  a  more  effectual 
security — and  it  eertainly  presents  no  question 
inn^vu^  tibe  integri^  or  reputation  of  any 
gentleman.  The  eesrimi  draws  rq»idly  to  its 
close,  and  we  have  on  our  table  some  forty  or 
fifty  bills,  in  which  sundry  individuals  have  a 
de^  interest  Under  snob  oircnmstanoes, 
iriuttever  feelings  may  exist  in  the  minds  of 
some  gentleawo  on  tbe  subject  of  this  treaty, 
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there  oertalnly  can  be  no  need  of  exiMreasing 
them  any  further  than  has  already  been  done. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  said,  that,  how- 
ever impatient  the  House  might  be  to  take  the 
question,  he  felt  disposed  to  avail  himself  of 
toat  opM>rtunity  to  submit  a  few  brief  remarks 
to  the  House  on  the  subject  then  under  discus* 
non.  Ur.  T.  s^d,  that  the  honorable  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Conferenoe  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  Government,  in  carrying 
the  treaty  into  effect,  ought  to  pursue,  litendly, 
the  Btipulations  of  this  treaty.  In  that  opinion, 
Hr.  T.  entirely  agreed  inth  the  honorabto 
chairman,  as  well  as  with  his  friend  from  Geor- 
gia, ^Odonel  Tattnall,)  but  this  ooimudenoe  ^ 
opinuHi,  between  the  honorable  chairman  and 
himself  lead  to  results  directly  opposite.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  opposed  to  the 
amendment  originally  made  to  this  biU  bv  tbe 
Senate,  because  that  amendment  provided  that 
the  consideration  money,  to  be  paid  under  this 
treaty,  should  be  paid  to  the  Oreek  Indians, 
according  to  the  scale  distributicm  of 'annui- 
ties, which  provision  the  honorable  gentieinan 
considers  a  departure  from,  or  a  violation  of^ 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  which  stipulates 
that  the  money  should  be  pidd  to  the  chiefe. 
head-men,  and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nati<m  <a 
Indians;  How,  then,  can  that  honoraUe  gen- 
tleman sopport  the  amendmoit  proposed 
the  Committee  of  Conference  t  Does  not  the 
provisions  of  this  amendment  equaDy  violate 
the  stipulations  of  the  third  article  of  the 
trea^  ?  That  article  expressly  stipulated,  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  chiefii,  head- 
men, and  warriors  of  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, a  certain  snm  of  money,  'immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  tr^ity."  What  is 
the  plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  these  words! 
May  not  these  oIiic&  demand  immediate  pay- 
ment to  be  made  to  them  here!  Have  the 
United  States  a  right  to  withhotd  payment 
now,  and  so  alter  the  treaty  tiint  Myment  shall 
be  made,  not  here,  hot  in  the  Oraek  natimi, 
and  at  a  future  period?  If  it  is  competent  for 
the  United  States  to  defbr  the  pi^ent  to  a 
fiiture  period,  how  long  may  they  not  withhold 
it  ?  If  this  is  a  treaty,  tbe  dele^tion  may  cer- 
tainly, according  to  its  stipulations,  demand  the 
money  immediately.  The  honorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  informs  me,  said  Mr.  T., 
"tliat  tlie  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors  of 
the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  are  not  here,  but 
in  the  Creek  nation,  and  that  payment  must, 
consequently,  be  made  to  a  council  o^  and  in, 
the  nation ;  inasmuch  as  the  treaty  stipulates 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  chiefs,  head-men, 
and  warriors  of  that  nation."  Mr.  T.  sidd,  If 
he  had  supposed  those  cbi^  head-men,  and 
warriors  to  be  here,  he  stood  corrected  by  the 

Sntieman;  but  V  tbe  gentieman  conceded  to 
e  delation  the  power  to  eonclnde  this  em- 
tract  or  treaty,  he  surely  would  not  deny  to 
them  the  right  to  receive  the  consideration 
money.  This  right  had  been  conceded  to  them 
by  tbe  Dcpartmoit :  fw,  m  the  presentation 
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"hj  Joba.  Bulge  and  Joe  Vann  (Clisrok«es)  of 
a  list,  ezHibtniig  a  scale  of  an  intended  distii- 
W'khi  of  one  hundred  and  fiftjr-nine  thousand 
dinars,  with  a  demand  that  the  sums  desig- 
nated should  bo  separately  counted,  sealed  up, 
and  paid,  in  the  Department,  to  the  iodividuajs 
to  wnom  those  stuns  were  respectively  asngned, 
the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau  r«>Ued,  that 
paymeut  oould  not  be  made  there,  out  that  he 
bad  no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  bank 
vould,  to  oblige  them,  make  the  arrouffemeut 
required,  Altoougb,  Itr.  T.  sMd,  ho  did  not 
oonuder  this  a  valid  treaty,  yet  those  who 
claimed  the  possession  of  oompeteut  power,  had 
decided  that  it  was:  and,  agreeing  with  the 
lionorahle  ctuurman,  and  lus  irieud  from  Geor- 
na,  that  the  stipulationa  of  treaty  oucht  to 
oe  literally  fuluUed  and  complied  vitUf  he 
«oul(l  not  support  either  of  the  amendments 
which  hod  been  proposed;  because  each  was 
equally  a  viololJon  <h  the  third  article  of  the 
tKoty;  but  like  the  lionorablo  cluurmao, 
he  could  vote  ^  the  amendment  re^iortcd  by 
^e  committee,  and  now  under  consideratioii, 
he  could  more  readily  and  cheerfiilly  vote  for 
tj^e  Senate's  first  amendment,  aa  better  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  legitimate  objects  of  the 
treaty,  and  meet  the  ends  of  justice.  And 
here  he  could  not  but  express  much  surprise, 
that  gentlemen  hod  been  uuablo  to  find,  in  the 
jdroomstancca  of  this  transaction,  any  evidence 
of  an  Intention,  on  the  part  of  the  dele^tion, 
to  commit  a  fraud  upon  th«r  naUon.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  cherished  due  respect  for  gentlemen 
and  their  opinions,  bub  the  evidence  of  fraud 
was  so  clear  to  him,  tlutt  he  could  not  conceive 
how  it  could  be  doabt«d.  Where,  asked  Ur. 
T.,  in  the  history  of  the  rt^ndiated  treaty,  can 
yon  find  the  evidence  of  fnnd  so  gross  as  that 
which  ie  exhibited  by  the  documents  connected 
with  titte  treaty  now  under  oonsideration  ? 

was  none.  M^.  T.  said  h^  conceded  to 
tiie  Secretary  of  War  the  high  character  which 
hod  beeu  aUributed  to  biia,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  by  the  gentleman  OronL  Virginia, , 
VaBOBB,)~he  f^  no  dispoiritiMi  to  diHvgate 
mm  his.  Bwii— and  he  protested  against  tha 
mbt  of  aiut  member  tp  attribute  tohun  an  nn- 
4i«id]y  £spo8ition  towards  the  hraonUe 
Secretary ;  but  he  must  state  the  &ot8  of  the 
transaction,  and  Hscts  were  stubborn  things. 
Befwe  tlLe  treaty  was  ratified,  a  list  bad  been 
whibitedf  by  John  Sidge  and.  Joe  Vann,  to  the 
head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  showing  the  in- 
tended distribution  of  the  money  to  be  paid 
qnder  the  treaty ;  and,  from  that  list,  it  appeiir- 
ed  that  $16,000  was  to  be  paid  to  John  Ridge, 
another  |15,000  to  Joe  Vann,  and  $10,000  to 
old  Major  Bidge,  onoUia-  Cherokee.  The  head 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  was  apprised  of  the  in- 
tended fraud,  and  the  only  notice  whidi  he 
deigned  to  take  of  tlie  oormpt  intentim  was,  * 
i^ple  deelaradon  that  it  was  no  affiur  of  the 
QovemmenfL  Bidge  and  Vann  had,  however, 
heeu  Baked,  whether  the  whole  delegation  knew 
«K  well  aa  thof  did,  Um  modA  whi«  th^  had 
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adopted  iar  the  distribution  of  the  moneyt 
Bidge  frankly  answered,  "Ko;"  bat  that  Opoth- 
le  Yobolo  and  Charles  Gomnells  knew,  and  that 
was  enoiu^h.  This  was  reported  by  the  head 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  to  the  Secretary  of  War^ 
who  directed  that  the  delegation  ^ould  wpcar 
in  the  Department.  They  attended.  The  Secre- 
tary represented  to  them  the  danger  that  might 
arise  from  so  portisl  a  distribution  of  their 
money ;  as  their  people  might  not  subscribe  to 
it  They  replied,  that  they  knew  what  they 
were  about  ''The  luterpreter  was  then  di^i 
rected  to  say  that  the  &e<»retary  of  War  had  no 
desire  to  control  that  over  whi(di  the  treaty 
had  0vea  thftm  the  power,  bt^  as  the  paper 
had  been  handed  to  him,  he  wiahed  to  rud  il^ 
and  know  whether  they  agreed  to  han  tiw 
disposition  made  of  the  money  which  was 
th^ein  indicated.  They  answered,  Mch,  and 
individually.  Yea; "  repeating  that  it  was  thMr 
own  arrangement,  and  the  fears  the  Secretary 
had  expressed,  in  r^ard  to  the  probable  effects 
of  such  a  course,  upon  l^eii  people  at  hornet 
need  not  he  indulgedj  fbr  ttiat  they  would  see 
that  their  people  ratified  the  arrangenuait,  as. 
1q  the  event  of  aoy  dissatisfaction,  they  haa 
their  annuity,  and  Uiis  very  money,  and  would 
so  epp^  it  a&  to  satiny  all.  The  ^cretary  re- 
plied, "  that  he  still  had  his  jfears,  but  cou!^ 
only  advise."  Thus,  mi  Kr.  T.,  the  facta 
show,  that  the  Secretanr  waa  w^  acqu^nted 
with  the  intended  ttvaa.  But  gentlemen  see 
no  flwud,  so  CQm^(a  in  all  thu.  Look  into 
these  documents.  Here  is  tazwible  evidence  of 
gross  corruption.  It  waa  evident  that  Bidoe 
ond  Vann  had  attempted  a  trick  on  the  Crew 
Delegation.  Mr.  T.  said,  it  was  true  that  the 
whole  delegation  had  heard  the  paper  read^  yet 
they  did  not  understand  English,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  honorable  Secretuy  did  not  under- 
stand  the  Creek  Indian  language.  It  was, 
therefore,  no  very  ^fficolt  matter  for  an  apt 
intentreter  to  deceive  both  the  Secretary  and 
the  uidiana.  One  thing,  suUl  Ur,  T.,  is,  how- 
ever, clear,  that  John  ^^dg&  and  Joe  Vann, 
and  dd  H^or  Bidge,  idl  Chwokee  Indiana, 
were  to  recnve  for^  thoaaand  dtdlars  of  the 
mone;  which  waa,  acoorftug  to  the  at^mktkina 
of  the  treaty,  to  be  paid  by  the  Cnwa  States 
to  the  chieu,  head-own,  and  warriws  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  IiuUans,  in  consideration  of  tiw 
territory  ceded  ^  the  Creek  Indians  to  the 
United  States.  What  entitled  these  Cherokeea 
to  this  enormous  sum  ?  They  had  no  interest 
in  the  Creek  nation.  They  were  not  entitled 
to  one  foot  of  land  in  the  Cre^  country,  neither 
were  they  chiefs,  head-meu,  or  warriors  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians.  What  claim,  then, 
could  they  have  to  forty  thousand  doUare  of 
tlie  money  stipulated  to  be  pud  by  the  United 
States  to  the  chiefs,  head-meD,  and  warriors 
of  tlie  Creek  nation  of  Indiana)  Ur.  T.  said, 
it  could  not  be  oonoealed  that  there  was  palna- 
Ide  and  gross  firaud  and  corruptko  hi  wis 
transaction.  Gcntksnen  say,  all  tills  waa  not 
omoeoled^  Th^  hi^  heari  It  <y«pilj  ^okim 
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of.  All  he  could  say  to  this  was,  th^  had  been 
moro  fortanate  than  he  had  been.  He  certainly 
had  never  heard  of  these  coimpt  transacUone, 
or  that  anoh  a  som  as  forty  thonsand  dollars 
was  intended  to  be  given  to  Cherokee  Indiana, 
vho  have  no  interest  in  the  treaty,  nntil  tliis 
inTormation  was  dratrn  from  the  department 
by  the  Oommittee  of  Conference. 

Ibr.  DwioRT  insisted  that  the  amendment 
Tras  fai  aooordance  with  the  treaty ;  the  treaty 
say*  the  monerflhall  be  paid  "  to  Uie chiefii  and 
mrriors."  "The  chiefs  "  of  the  Creek  nation 
are  not  here — they  are  in  the  Greek  nation — 
a  delegation  only  is  here,  for  diplomatic  pur- 
poses, bat  *'the  cbie&"  are  at  home;  if  the 
money,  then,  shoald  be  paid  in  the  midst  of  a 
Gonncil  of  the  nation,  it  would  he  paid  as  the 
treaty  stipulates. 

Mr.  Thompson  said,  that,  if  he  had  sopposed 
tiiat  all  the  chiefs  of  tlio  Creek  nation  were 
present  in  the  City  of  Washington,  he  stood 
corrected  by  the  gentleman  from  Haasacha- 
■etts;  bat,  if  the  delegation  here  from  the 
Oredc  nftlaon  were  duly  authorized  to  make 
the  contract,  then  the  ohicb,  head-men,  and 
warriors  itf  the  Creek  nation,  were  virtually 
present :  and,  even  if  the  money  must  be  paid 
to  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  it  would  be  no  vio- 
lation  of  the  treaty,  should  payment  be  made 
to  their  delegation.  If  the  delegation  had 
power  to  enter  into,  they  had  power  to  con- 
aaminate  the  contract;  that  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  consideration  money  was  indis- 
pensable to  the  consummation  of  the  contract ; 
that,  aa  the  treaty  stipulates  that  the  money 
should  be  pud  to  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and 
warriors  of  the  Creek  nation,  immediately  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treatr,  it  would  be  a  vio- 
latioa  of  its  express  ^ni^ons,  should  pay- 
ment be  withheld  nntil  a  future  period ;  for, 
if  it  can  be  withheld  one  di^,  it  may  ^  frith- 
beldiDdeflnltely. 

Ifr.  HomiAir  he  was  anxkras  to  see 
this  matter  ended.  For  himself,  he  should 
prefer  the  amendment  of  the  Senate ;  bnt  ho 
believed  there  waa  not  now  safScient  time  to 
attain  it — and,  being  of  opinion,  that  the  pres- 
ent propoutiui  wodd  be  so  carried  into  etfect 
as  to  prevent  the  frand  contemplated,  he  would 
consent  to  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Wnxiun  now  moved  the  previoos  qnes- 
tk%  but  withdrew  the  motitu  under  on  as- 


[H.a>  B. 

snronce  that  tiw  debate  would  not  be  further 

protracted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  repcvt  of  the  Committee  oi  Conference,  and 
carried. 

AoeounU^/  Mr.  Monroe. 

The  Senators  amendment  to  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe,"  as  insisted  on  by  that 
body,  having  been  read,  (allowing  interest, 
which,  the  prindpu,  amounts  to  $20,- 
000>— 

Mr.  DwionT  moved  that  the  House  do  recede 
from  its  (Usagreement  to  the  Senate^s  amend- 
ment. 

On  this  qnestion,  Ur.  Sawtzr  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  They  were  ordered,  and  were 
— ^yeas  68,  nays  07. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  recede  from  its  disagreement,  (the 
effect  of  which  is  to  pass  the  bill  as  amended.) 

And  the  House  adioumed,  (at  half-past  fbur 
o'clock,  A.  M.) 


U0XD1.T,  May  22. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  Tovukson,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  meesace  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  iaform  them  tb&t  this  House,  having  completed 
the  business  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
profient  session  by  sn  adjournment  on  ttieir  part ; 
and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  sud  message. 

Mr.  WmanT  ofibred  the  following : 
Jiuolved,  That  a  cominlttee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  notify 
him  that,  nnksa  he  may  have  other  communleationa 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  an 
ready  to  acyouni. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Mebobb  and  Mr.  Tomukson  were 
pointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Mebceb,  frwn  the  above-named  commit- 
tee, reported  that  they  hod  wtuted  on  the  Pres- 
ident, and  informed  him  that  the  two  Houses 
were  ready  to  a^oum,  an^  that  he  informed 
them  that  he  had  no  fhrther  communication  to 
make  to  either  House. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassktt,  the  House 
a^oumed,  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember  next. 
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PEOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 


MoiroxT,  December  4,  1820. 

The  Hot.  John  0.  Caihohn,  Vice  President 
<»f  the  United  States,  took  the  chiUr  at  12 
o'clock,  and  the  rdH  being  called  over  hj  the 
Secretary,  (Wavtms  Lowbib,  Esq.,)  it  appeared 
that  thirty-eight  members  were  present. 

"Die  nsoal  message  was  coniiniinicated  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  of  being  formed,  &c., 
and  the  wnuu  standing  orders  agreed  to. 

Simon  to  the  Dead. 
Mr.  CiATTON  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  foUows : 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  my 
late  colleague,  Mr.  Van  Dtes,  daring  tiie  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  bat  at  a  period  so  late 
that  intelligence  of  the  event  old  not  arrive 
here  Ixtfore  the  termination  of  the  session,  I 
now  take  ooearion  to  propose  the  usnal  resola- 
tions  tertlfying  the  respect  of  the  Senate  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  their  regret 
for  his  death.  His  amiable  temi>er  and  gentle- 
manly deportment — hla  talents  and  high  stand- 
ing in  this  body,  were  too  well  known  to  all 
the  members  to* need  any  eulogy  from  me.  As 
he  was  known  to  them  all,  so  must  his  memory 
be  respected  and  his  death  lamented ;  and, 
tiierafore,  I  propose  the  following  resolution : 

Rttolvtd,  That  tbo  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  H<hi.  Kicholas  Van  Dtkk,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
iriD  go  into  mourning  for  bim  one  month,  by  the 
nsaRimode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  ton. 
Mr.  DioKKBSOH  then  rose,  and  said, 
Vx.  President :  The  melancholy  doty  de- 
volves upon  me,  of  annonncing  to  the  Senate 
the  death  of  my  late  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jo- 
BEPH  MoIlvainb.  Mr.  MoTlvaini  was  selected, 
by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  to  represent 
the  State  m  this  body,  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
learning,  talents,  and  integrity.  ITnfortnnately, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  being  associated 
with  us,  he  was  the  vicUm  of  a  painful  disease, 


which  terminated  only  with  his  life.  Not- 
withstanding, he  asudnonsly  performed  all  the 
duties  of  his  station,  so  far  as  tlie  debilitated 
state  of  his  health  would  permit ;  and,  in  all 
his  intercourse  with  the  Senate,  his  deportment 
was  of  a  character  bo  courteous  and  conciliat- 
ing, that  he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  his  associ- 
ates. As  a  mark  of  the  respect  which  the  Sen- 
ate entertains  for  his  charncter  and  memory,  I 
beg  leave  to  sabmit  the  following  resolution : 

Rttoived,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  reqtect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Uonorable  Jossni  HcIlvauii, 
deceased,  Ute  a  Senator  fVom  the  State  of  New  Jei» 
scy,  vill  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by 
the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round  the  leftann. 

The  resolution  woa  unanimoudy  agreed  to. 


TimDAT,  Deeonber  9. 

Mr.  Sicrm,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  wiut  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  "  inform  hbn  that  qnonims  U  the 
two  Honses  have  anemUed,  ana  that  Congress 
are  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make,"  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee had  performed  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, ana  that  the  President  <3lt  the  United  States 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  oommnnioft- 
tion,  in  writing,  to  the  two  Houses  of  Qoai- 
gress,  this  day,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Soon  after  which,  tiie  private  Secretary  of 
the  President,  (Mr.  J.  Adaiis,)  came  in  and  de- 
livered the  Message. 

To  the  SenaU  and  Htnm  «f  JUprtmUaintt  of  Am 
United  Statet  :— 

The  assemblage  of  the  representatives  of  oar 
Union  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  this  time,  oc- 
curs under  circumstances  culing  for  the  renewed 
homage  ot  onr  giateflid  acknowledgments  to  the 
fflrer  of  all  good.  With  the  exeeptions  Ineidental 
to  the  moat  felicitous  condition  of  human  existence, 
we  continue  to  be  highly  favored  tn  all  the  etements 
which  contribute  to  individual  comfort  and  to  na- 
tional prosperity.  In  the  survey  of  our  extensive 
country,  we  are  generally  to  observe  abodes  of 

Digitized  by  Google 


Dbckubb,  1820.] 

health  and  regions  of  plenty.  In  oar  ciril  and 
palitioal  rehUons,  wo  hare  peace  witbont,  and  tnm- 
qiullitj  within  onr  borders.  We  are,  as  a  people, 
mereanng  irith  unabated  rapi^ty  in  population, 
wealth,  and  national  rcsoarces ;  and,  whatever  dif- 
ferences of  o|rfnion  exist  among  as  with  regard  to 
the  Diode  and  the  meana  by  vliich  we  shall  turn  the 
beneficence  of  Heaven  to  the  improTemcnt  of  our 
own  condition,  there  ia  jet  a  spirit  animating  us 
all,  which  will  not  suffer  the  bounties  of  Providence 
to  be  showered  upon  us  in  vain,  but  will  receive 
them  with  grateful  heu^s,  and  opply  them  with 
wiweatied  Mnds  to  theadraneemeat  of  the  general 
good. 

Of  the  subjects  recommended  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  at  their  last  session,  some  were 
then  definitely  acted  upon.  Others  left  unfini^ihcd, 
but  partly  matured,  will  recur  to  your  attention, 
without  needing  a  renewal  of  notice  from  me.  The 
purpose  of  tMa  eommnnicatlon  wQl  be  to  present 
to  yoor  view  the  general  aspect  of  our  public  aS^ra 
at  this  moment,  sxid  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  the  Icgis- 
kture  as  dgnified  by  the  lavs  tben  and  heretofore 
enacted. 

In  our  Intercourse  with  the  other  nations  of  the 
earth,  we  have  still  the  happiness  of  enjoying  peace 
and  a  general  good  vnderalanding;  qiudifled,  how- 
ever, m  lerera]  important  Instances,  by  commons 
of  interest,  and  by  unsatisfied  claims  of  justice,  to 
the  settlement  of  which  the  constitutioDal  lutcrpo- 
sition  of  the  legislative  authority  may  become 
ultimately  indispensable. 

By  the  decease  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  of 
Bus^  which  occurred  eontemporoneonsly  with  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
United  States  have  been  deprived  of  a  long>tried, 
steady,  and  faithful  fncnd.  Born  to  the  inheritance 
of  absolute  poircr,  and  trained  in  the  school  of  ad- 
versity, from  which  no  pon-er  on  earth,  however 
absolute,  is  exempt,  that  monarch,  fironi  his  youth 
had. been  taught  to  feel  the  force  and  value  of 
public  opinion,  and  to  be  sondble  that  the  Interests 
of  bia  own  government  would  be  beat  promoted  by 
a  fhuik  and  friendly  intercourse  with  this  republic, 
as  those  of  his  people  would  be  advanced  by  a  lib- 
eral commercial  intercourse  with  our  country,  A 
candid  and  confidential  interchange  of  sentiments 
between  him  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  affurs  of  South  America,  took 
place  at »  period  not  long  precodbie  his  demiM, 
and  contributed  to  fix  that  course  or  policy  which 
left  to  the  other  Governments  of  Europe  no  alter- 
native but  tliat  of  sooner  or  later  recogninng  the  in- 
dependence of  our  southern  neighbors,  of  which 
the  example  had  by  the  United  States  idready  been 
tet.  The  ordinary  diplomatic  communications  be* 
tween  hia  successor,  the  Emperor  Nicholas,  and  the 
United  States,  have  suffered  some  Intcrmptioa  by 
tiie  illncas,  departure,  and  subsequent  decease  of 
his  minister  residing  here,  who  enjoyed,  as  he 
merited,  the'entire  confidence  of  his  new  sovereign, 
as  he  bad  eminently  responded  to  that  of  his  pre- 
decessor. But  wo  have  nod  the  most  satisfactory 
assurances  that  the  sentiments  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror toward  the  United  States  are  altogether  con- 
formable to  those  which  had  ao  long  and  constantly 
animated  bts  Imperial  brother;  and  we  have  reason 
to  hope  that  thoy  will  serve  to  cement  that  harmony 
and  good  uuderstanding  between  the  two  nations 
vUeh,  foonded  in  congenial  interests,  cannot  but 
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result  fai  the  advancMnent  of  the  wellue  and  pro*> 

perity  of  both. 

Our  relaUons  of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
France  are,  by  the  operation  of  the  convenUon  of 
24th  June,  1B22,  with  that  nation,  In  a  state  of 
gradual  and  progressive  improvement.  Convinced 
by  all  our  experience,  no  less  than  by  the  principles 
of  fair  and  liberal  reciprocity  wliich  the  United 
States  have  constantly  tendered  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  as  the  rule  of  commercial  intercourse 
which  they  would  universally  prefer,  that  fair  and 
equal  competition  Is  moat  conducive  to  the  Interests 
of  both  parties,  the  ITuited  States,  in  the  negt^a- 
tion  of  uiat  convention,  earnestly  contended  for  a 
mutual  renuncUtion  of  discriminating  duties  and 
chaises  in  the  ports  of  the  two  countries.  Unable 
to  obtain  the  immediate  recognition  of  this  princi- 
ple in  its  full  extent,  after  reducing  the  duties  of 
discrimination  so  far  as  was  found  attainable,  it  was 
agreed  that,  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  from 
the  first  of  October,  1832,  when  the  convention 
was  to  go  Into  effect,  unless  a  notice  of  irix  months 
on  either  side  should  be  given  to  the  other,  that 
the  convention  itself  must  terminate,  those  duties 
should  be  reduced  by  one-fourth,  and  that  this  re- 
duction should  be  yearly  repeated  until  all  discrimi- 
nation should  cease  while  the  convention  itself  should 
continue  in  force.  By  the  effect  of  this  stipulation, 
three-fourths  of  the  discriminating  duties  wmcb  had 
been  levied  by  each  party,  upon  the  vessels  of  the 
other  in  Its  ports,  have  already  been  removed ;  and 
on  the  first  of  next  October,  should  the  convention 
be  still  in  force,  the  remali^ng  fourth  will  I>e  dis- 
continued. French  vessels,  laden  with  French  pro- 
duce, win  be  received  in  our  porta  on  the  same 
terms  as  onr  own ;  and  ours,  in  return,  wtU  ei\joy 
the  same  advantages  in  the  ports  of  France. 

By  these  approximations  to  an  equality  of  dotles 
and  of  charges,  not  only  has  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries  prospered,  but  fHcodly  <^po- 
sitions  have  been  on  both  sides  encouraged  and 
promoted.  Tbey  wIU  eontinae  to  be  cherished  and 
cultivated  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  had  it  in  my 
power  to  add,  that  the  claims  upon  the  justice  of 
the  French  Government,  involving  the  property 
and  the  comfortable  subnstence  of  many  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  and  which  have  been  ft  long  and 
so  earnestly  urged,  were  in  a  more  promidng  train 
of  adustment  than  at  your  bst  meeting ;  but  their 
condition  remains  unaltered. 

With  the  OoveramenC  of  tha  Netherlands,  the 
mutual  abandonment  of  discrimlnathig  duties  had 
been  regulated  by  the  legislative  acts  on  both  sides. 
The  act  of  Congress  of  the  SOth  of  April,  1818, 
abolished  all  discriminating  duties  of  Impost  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  vessels  and  produce  of  the  Neth< 
oriandd  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  npon 
the  assurance  given  by  the  Ooverument  of  the  Neth- 
etlanda,  that  aU  such  duties  operating  against  the 
shipping  and  commerce  of  the  UnitedStUes  in  that 
kingdom  had  been  abolished.  These  reciprocal 
reguUtions  bad  continued  In  force  several  years, 
when  the  discriminating  principle  was  resumed  by 
the  Netherlands  in  a  new  and  bdireet  form,  by  a 
bounty  of  ten  per  cent.,  in  the  shape  ot  a  return  of 
duties  to  their  national  vessels,  and  in  which  those 
of  the  United  States  are  not  permitted  to  partici- 
pate. By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Tth  of  January, 
1824,  all  lUscriminating  duties  iu  the  United  States 
were  again  mspended,  so  fu  as  related  to  the  ves- 
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BcLs  and  produce  of  the  Kcthcrlanda,  so  long  as  the 
reciprocRl  exemption  should  be  extended  to  the 
vessels  uul  produce  of  the  United  States  in  the  Keth- 
crldnds.  But  the  eame  act  provides  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  reatoration  of  disOTiminaUi^f  duties  to 
operate  against  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  the 
Toited  States  in  any  of  the  foreign  countries  re- 
ferred to  thorein,  the  suf^pcnsion  of  discrimin&tiilg 
duties  in  iaror  of  tho  navigation  of  such  foreign 
couutry  should  cease,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  tonnage  and 
Wport  duties  in  tlio  United  Slates  should  neviva 
Aud  bo  in  full  force  with  regard  to  that  nation. 

In  the  correspondence  with  the  Goveramoot  of 
the  Netherlands  upon  thiasulycct,  they  hare  con- 
tended that  the  favor  shown  to  their  own  shipping 
J>;  this  bounty  upon  their  tonnage  is  not  to  be 
voustdered  as  a  discrin^natory  duty.  But  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  it  produces  all  the  same  effects. 
Had  the  matoal  atraliuoD  been  sUpuIated  by  treat;, 
pucfa  a  bounty  upon  the  national  vessels  could 
scarcely  have  been  gtfuited  consistently  vith  good 
^ith.  Tet,  as  the  act  of  Congress  of  7th  January, 
1824,  has  not  expressly  authorised  the  executive 
authority  to  determine  what  ebaU'  be  conttdored  as 
*  rerini  of  disoriminating  duties  by  a  foreign  Gor- 
fvoment  to  the  disadvantago  ftf  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  retaliatory  measure  on  our  part,  hovrevor 
just  and  necessary,  may  tend  rather  to  that  conflict 
of  legislation  which  we  deprecate,  than  to  that  con- 
cert to  which  wo  invite  all  cooimorciol  nations  as 
most  conducive  to  thtur  interest  and  our  own,  I  have 
thought  it  more  consistent  vrilh  the  S|drit  of  our  in- 
stitutions to  refer  the  subject  again  to  tho  para- 
iQOOUt  authority  of  the  legislature  to  docido  what 
measure  the  omergeocy  may  require,  than  abruptly 
by  proclamation  to  carry  into  efiecC  the  minatory 
proviuon  of  the  act  of  1824. 

^uring  the  last  session  of  Congress,  treaties  of 
HOHty,  navigation,  and  commerce,  were  negotiated 
«nd  ngned  at  this  place  with  the  Govomment  of 
peqanrk  in  Europe,  and  with  the  federation  of  Cen* 
tnl  America  in  tlu4  faeinisphere.  These  treaties 
then  received  the  eonstitutional  sanction  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  advice  and  consent  to  their  latificatioo, 
flisy  wore  acoordingly  ratified  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
))ai<e«Iso  Men  ratified  by  the  other  respective  con- 
tracting parties.  The  ratifications  have  been  ex- 
diaqged,  ^d  tliey  tiave  been  published  by  procla- 
mations, copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated 
to  Coflgress.  These  treaties  have  established  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties  the  principles  of 
oqualily  uid  reciprocity  in  their  broadest  and  most 
liberal  extent.  Each  party  admitting  the  vessels  of 
the  other  into  its  ports,  laden  with  cargoes  the  pro- 
duce or  mano&ctOFe  of  any  quarter  of  the  globe, 
npoB  the  payment  of  the  etma  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost  that  are  cbarmable  upon  tbeir  own. 
They  have  Airther  sUpalatea,  that  the  parties  shall 
hereafter  grant  no  lavor  of  oaTigaUoa  or  commerce 
to  any  ottier  nation,  which  shall  not,  upon  the  same 
terms,  l>e granted  to  each  other;  and  that  neither 
party  will  impose  upon  articles  of  merchaniUse,  the 
produce  or  Bianufitcture  of  the  other,  any  other  or 
higher  ifaities  than  upon  the  like  articles,  being  the 
prodnee  or  manufacture  of  any  other  country.  To 
those  principles  there  is,  in  the  convention  witii  Den- 
nark,  an  exception  with  regard  to  the  colonies  of 
tiukt  Itli^ou  in  the  Arctic  seas,  but  none  with  re- 
gud  t«  kor  SQlMiiea  j«  tb«  Vest  XiKltM. 


[Dkzkbbb, 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  the  term  to 
which  our  last  commensal  trea^  with  Sweden  was 
limited  has  expred.  A  continnation  of  it  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Swedish  Government,  and 
believed  to  be  desirable  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  proposed  by  the  King  of  Sweden 
that,  pending  the  negotiation  of  renewal,  the  expired 
treaty  should  be  mutually  considered  as  stul  in 
force  ;  a  measure  which  will  require  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  be  earned  Into  effect  on  our  part,  and 
whidi  I  therefore  recommend  to  yoor  conndenUion. 

With  Pnuda,  Spain,  Fottugal,  and  In  mneral  aU 
the  European  powers,  between  wliom  and  the  United 
Slates  relations  of  friendly  intercourse  have  existed, 
their  condition  bos  not  materially  varied  since  the 
lost  BcsBlon  of  Congress.  I  regret  not  to  be  able  to 
say  tho  same  of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain  in  America. 
IT^tiauona  of  tho  highest  importance  to  our  com- 
mon Interests  bavo  been  for  several  years  in  discos* 
sion  between  the  two  Governments,  and  on  the  pai( 
of  the  United  States  have  been  invariably  pursued  in 
the  Bjdrit  of  candor  and  conciliation.  Interests  of 
great  magnitude  and  delicacy  had  been  adjusted  by 
the  conventions  ol  1815  and  1818,  while  that  M 
1S22,  mediated  by  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  had 
promised  a  satisfactory  compromise  of  claims  wbic^ 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  Justioa  to 
the  rights  of  a  numerous  class  of  their  citizens,  w^ 
bound  to  sustain.  But  with  regard  to  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  betnccn  the  United  States  and  the 
British  colonics  in  America,  it  has  been  hitherto 
found  impracticable  to  bring  the  parties  to  an  under- 
Btanding'^Batislactory  to  both.  The  relative  geo- 
graphical portion,  and  the  lespeetiTg  products  of 
nature,  ooftivated  by  human  industry,  had  consti- 
tuted the  elements  of  a  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  British  America,  insular 
and  continental,  important  to  the  inhabitants  of 
both  countries.  But  it  had  been  interdicted  by 
Great  Brititin,  upon  a  princIpLe  heretofore  practised 
upon  by  the  coloniilnc  nations  of  Enrope,  of  hold- 
ing tlie  trade  of  thdr  colontes,  eadi  in  exclusive 
monopoly  to  herseUl  After  the  termination  of  the 
late  war,  this  interdiction  had  been  revived,  and  the 
British  Government  declined  including  this  portion 
of  our  intercourse  with  her  possesfdona  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  convention  of  1816.  The  trade  was 
then  carried  on  exclu^vcly  In  British  vessels,  till  the 
act  of  Congress  concerning  navigation,  of  1818.  and 
the  supplemental  act  of  1820,  met  the  interdict  by 
a  corresponding  measure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  These  measures,  not  of  retaliation,  but  of 
necessary  self-defence,  were  soon  succeeded  by  an 
act  of  parliament,  opening  certain  colonial  ports  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  coming  directiy 
from  them,  and  to  the  importation  from  them  ol 
certain  articles  of  oar  produce,  burdened  with  heavy 
duties,  and  excluding  some  of  the  most  valuable 
articles  of  our  exports.  The  United  States  opened 
their  ports  to  British  Tessels  from  the  colonies  upon 
terms  as  exactly  corresponding  with  those  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  as  in  the  rehitivc  position  of  the  par- 
ties could  be  made.  And  a  negotiation  was  com- 
menced by  mutual  consent,  with  the  hope  on  our 
part  that  a  reciprocal  8|Mrit  of  aeeommodatlon  and 
a  common  sentiment  of  the  Importance  of  the  trade 
to  the  interests  of  tiie  inhabitants  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, between  whom  it  must  be  carried  on,  would 
ultimately  bring  the  parties  to  a  compromise,  with 
wfaicli  both        bt  satiafted.  With  this  Tiewtth* 
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Ooremmentof  tbe  Ututed  States  bad  detennined  to 
Bacrifiee  something  of  that  entire  reciprocity  wfaioh 
in  1^1  commcrciat  arrangemciitB  witli  ibreign  powers 
th^  are  entitled  to  demuid,  and  to  acquiesce  in 
seme  ineqnaUtiei  disadTaatageons  to  onnelTes, 
mber  than  to  forego  the  benefit  of  a  final  and  per- 
manent atljnstmeot  of  this  interest,  to  the  satisfac- 
tioii  of  Great  Britain  herself.  The  negotiation, 
repeatedly  suspended  by  accidental  circumstances, 
was,  however,  by  mutiutl  agreement  and  express 
assent,  considered  as  pending,  and  to  be  speedily 
nsBsned.  In  the  mean  time,  another  aet  of  parlia- 
ment, so  doobtAil  and  amUgnons  in  Its  import  u  to 
bare  been  nnininderstood  bythe  offleerain  tbacolo- 
uies  who  were  to  carry  it  Into  execution,  opens  i^un  - 
certain  colonial  porta,  upon  new  conditions '  and 
terms,  with  a  threat  to  dose  them  agaiiat  any  na- 
tiott  vUdt  may  not  accept  those  terms,  as  prescribed 
tbe  Britidi  OoTemment.  Ihis  act,  passed  in  July, 
182S,  not  commoidcated  to  tlie  GoTOmment  of  the 
United  States,  not  understood  by  the  British  officers 
of  the  onstoms  in  the  cok)i»}«9  wbero  itwos'to  be_ 
enforced,  was  neTerthdess  snbmitted  to  the  consid-' 
eratioa  of  Congress  at  their  last  sesnon.  With  the 
bwwledge  that  a  negotiation  upon  the  subject  had 
long  been  in  progress,  and  [hedges  given  of  its  re- 
aomptiOB  at  an  eoriy  day,  it  was  deemed  expciUent 
to  await-tlie  result  of  tl^  negoUation,  raUker  than 
to  anbaoribe  implicitly  to  terms,  the  import  of  vhich 
was  not  clear,  and  wbleb  the  Britidi  authorities 
iherafelreB  la  tUs  bemlqibeie  were  not  pnpared  to 
ffitplaln. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  one  of  OUT  meet  distinndshed  oitisenswas- 
daqlatehed  aa  Enroy  Eztraormnary  and  Ministef 
Plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain,  furaiahed  vitb  in- 
struct ions  which  we  could  not  doobt  would  lead  to 
acoochidon  tiSa  long-controverted  interest,  upon 
terms  acceptable  to  Great  Britain.  Upon  his  arrival, 
and  before  he  had  delivered  his  letters  of  credence, 
be  was  met  by  on  order  of  the  British  council,  ox- 
ctadiog,  from  and  after  the  first  of  December  now 
oorreot,  the  vessela  of  the  United  States  from  all  the 
eoloidal  British  ports,  excepting-  those  inime«£ately 
bmderfng  upon  oor  territorleft;  In  answer  to  his 
expostolatloDS  upon  a  measure  thus  unexpected,  he 
is  informed  that,  according  to  the  ancient  ma^ms 
of  p«^y  of  European  nations  having  col<Hiies,  their 
trade  is  an  exclusive  possession  of  the  motlierKioan- 
try.  That  all  participation  in  it  by  other  nations  is 
a  boon  or  &Tor  not  forming  a  sutMeot  of  negotiation, 
bat  to  be  regulated  by  the  legialattre  acts  of  the 
power  owning  the  colony.  Tliat  the  British  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  declines  negotiating  concerning  it, 
and  that  as  the  ITnited  titates  did  not  forthwith 
accept,  purely  and  simply,  the  terms  oOered  by  the 
act  oif  pariiament  of  July,  1825,  Great  Britain  would 
not  admit  the  vessehi  of  the  United  gtites  even  upon 
the  terms  on  which  she  had  opened  them  to  the 
navigation  of  other  nations. 

We  liave  been  aceastomed  to  conrider  the  trade 
which  we  have  enjoyed  with  the  British  colonics 
rather  naantnterehsngo  of  mutual  benefits  than  as  a 
mere  favor  received ;  that  under  every  circumstance 
we  have  given  an  ample  equivalent.  We  lutve  seen 
every  other  nation  holding  colonies  negotiate  with 
other  nations,  and  grant  them  freely  aSndsriui  to 
the  cohudea  by  treaty ;  and,  so  far  are  the  other 
coloidzing  nations  of  Earope  now  from  refusing  to 
negotiate  for  trade  with  their  colonics,  that  we  onr< 
Mint  ban  semnd  aoceastft  the  coluiiwof  more 
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than  one  of  them  by  treaty.  The  refusal,  however,: 
of  Great  Britain  to  negotiate,  leaves  to  the  United 
States  no  other  alternative  than  that  of  regulating, 
or  interdicting  altogether  the  trade  on  their  part, 
according  as  either  measure  may  a^t  the  interests 
of  our  own  country ;  and  with  that  excludvo  otyect, 
I  would  recommend  the  whole  subject  to  your  calm 
and  candid  deliberations. 

It  is  hoped  tiiat  our  unarailing  exertions  to  accom- 
plish a  good  understanding  on  this  interest  wilt  not 
Lave  an  unproiations  effect  upon  tbe  other  greaC 
topics  of  discnnion  between  the  two  Governments. 
Onr  northeastern  and 'northwestern  boundaries  ar» 
BtlH  una^osted.  The  comndaiionen  nnder  the  Tth- 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ohent  bare  neariy  come  to 
tbe  cl<ae  of  their  labors  *,  nor  can  we  renounce  the 
expectation,  enfeebled  as  it  is,  that  tbey  may  agree, 
upon  their  report.totlMsatis&otion  or  acquiescence 
01  both  parties.  Tbe  commissioa  fbr  Uqnldating  the 
claims  for  iademnit;  for  slaves  carried  away  after 
the  dose  of  tbe  war  has  been  sitting,  with  donbtfiil 
prospects  of  stKcess.  Propodtlims-  of  oompromisa 
have,  however,  passed  between  tbe  two  Govern- 
ments, the  result  of  wiileh  we  flatter  ourselves  may 
yet  [mivo  satisfactory.  Our  own  dispositions  and' 
purposes  toward  Great  Britain  are  all  friendly 
and  conciliatory :  nor  can  we  abandtm,  but  with 
atrtmg  reluetanee,  the  bdief  that  they  will  nltiniate* 
ly  meet  a  return,  not  of  firrors^  which  wo  nelthor 
ask  nor  de^,  but  of  equal  redprodty  and  good' 
wiU. 

With  the  American  Qovemmenta  of  this  henu* 
sphere  we  continue  to  maintain  an  intercourse  ollo- 
getber  friendly,  and  between  their  nations  and  oura. 
that  commereial  intercbangeitf  which  mntoal  benefit 
is  tbe  source,  and  mitiial  comfort  and  harmony  the 
result,  is  in  a  continual  state.of  improvement.  Tbe 
war  betwcen  Spain  and  litem,  since  the  total  expul- 
sion of  the  Spanish  military  force  from  their  conti- 
nental territories,  has  been  iHtle  more  than  nominal; 
and  their  internal  tranquillity,  thoa^  occasionally 
menaced  by  the  agitations  whidi  civil  wars  never 
foil  to  leave  behind  them,'  baa  not  been  affected  by 
any  serious  calamity. 

The  Congress  of'  n^nisters  from  several  of  those 
notions  which  assembled  at  Panama,  after  a  short' 
session  there,  adjourned  to  meet  again,  at  a  more 
favorable  season,  in  the  nei^borhood  of  Mexico. 
The  decease  of  one  of  our  ininisteTfl  on  his  way  to, 
tlie  isthmus,  and  the  impedimenta  of  the  eenson,. 
which  delayed  !tha 'departure  of  the  other,  deprived 
us  of  tbe  advantage  of  being  represented  at  the' 
first  meeting  of  the  Congress.  There  is,  however, 
no  reason  to  bchevo  that  any  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Congress  were  of  a  nature  to  affect  injariously' 
the  interests  of  tlio  United  States,  or  to  require  the 
interposition  of  our  mioistera  hod  tbey  been  jwesent.. 
There  absence  has,  indeed,  deprived  us  of  the  oppor- 
tunity  of  possessing  precise  and  authentic  informa* 
tionof  the  treaties  which  were  concluded  at  Panama; 
and  tho  whole  result  has  confirmed  mc  in  tbe  con-, 
viction  of  the  expediency  to  tho  United  States  of 
being  represented  at  tho  Congress.  The  surviving 
member  of  tho  mission,  appointed  during  your  last 
session,  has  accordingly  proceeded  to  his  destina- 
tion, and  a  successor  to  his  distinguished  and  la- 
mented associate  will  be  nomhiatcd  to  tbe  Senate. 
A  treaty  of  amity,  navlgatimi,  and  commerce,  ha, 
in  the  course  of  last  summer,  been  concladcd  by  our 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  ot  ]ifcxico,with  the  United- 
States  and  that  confodmqr,  wUch  wiH  also  be  kid 
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before  the  Senate  for  tbelr  ftdTlce  viUl  regard  to 
Its  ratificaUon. 

Ib  advcrUng  to  the  present  condition  of  our  flacol 
concerns,  and  to  tbe  prospects  of  our  terenue,  the 
first  remarit  that  calls  our  atteutioti  is,  that  the7  are 
lew  exaberantlf  prosperous  tlian  they  vere  at  the 
corre^woding  period  <d  the  last  year.  The  severo 
shook  so  extenrivel;  sustained  by  the  cominercial 
and  manufacturing  interests  in  Great  Britain  has 
not  been  without  a  peroepUble  recoil  upon  onrselTes. 
A.  reduced  importation  from  abroad  is  necessarily 
luoceeded  by  a  reduced  return  to  the  treasury  at 
bone.  The  net  revenue  of  the  present  year  vUl 
sot  Aqnal  thatttf  the  IsaL  And  tbe  receipts  oftbat 
wUeh  is  to  come  wW  &I1  abort  of  those  in  tbe  ear* 
lent  year.  Tbe  diminution,  bowever,  is  in  part 
attributable  to  the  flourishing  conation  of  some  of 
our  domestio  nanu&etures,  and  so  far  is  compensa- 
ted by  an  equiralent  more  jwoftt^Ie  to  tbe  nation. 
It  is  also  highly  gratifying  to  peraelTe,  that  the 
dtfdeney  in  tbe  rerenne,  while  it  acarcdy  exceeds 
tlie  antiiJpadoBS  of  tbe  but  year*s  esUmates  fron 
tbe  treasury,  has  not  Interruirted  the  appUcatloQ  of 
more  than  eleven  millions  during  tbe  present  year, 
to  tbe  discharge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
debt,  nor  the  reduction  of  upward  of  seven  millions 
of  tbe  eariul  debt  itself.  The  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury on  the  Ist  of  January  last,  was  five  millions 
two  hundred  and  one  thousand  tix  hundred  and 
fifty  declare,  fmy-thiee  eents.  The  recdpts  fkom 
that  time  to  the  80th  September  hot,  were  nineteen 
millions  five  hundred  and  elKhty-flve  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars,  fifty  cents.  The 
receipts  of  tbe  current  quarter,  estimated  at  six 
millions  of  dollars,  yield,  with  tbe  sums  already  re- 
ceiTed,  a  rcTcoue  of  about  twenty-flTo  milUoos 
and  a  half  for  ttie  year.  The  expenditaret  for  the 
first  threeHjoarters  of  th«  year  lUTe  UDonUed  to 
dgfateen  mliUons  mvetk  hundred  and  fourteen  thoo- 
wad  two  hundred  and  twenty<dx  dollars,  sixty-six 
cfoits.  The  expenditures  of  the  current  quarter  are 
expected,  including  Uie  two  miilions  of  the  principal 
debt  to  be  paid,  to  balanee  tbe  receipts.  So  that  the 
ezpeDMS  of  the  year,  amounting  to  upward  of  a  mil- 
Hoo  leas  than  Its  inemne,  wiH  iMve  a  prmordonaDy 
Increased  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of 
JanuBty*  1 827,  over  that  of  tbe  first  of  January  last. 
Instead  of  five  millions  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
krs,  there  will  be  tix  ntlUons  four  huutoed  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  amount  of  duties  secured  on  merchandiae 
imported  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  un- 
tD  the  SOth  of  September,  ia  estimated  at  twenty- 
one  millions  two  hundred  and  fifiy  thooaand  dol- 
lars, and  the  amount  that  will  probably  accrue  dui^ 
ing  tbe  present  quarter,  is  estimated  at  four  mil- 
lions two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  mak- 
ing for  the  wh<^  year  twenty-Sre  millions  five 
hundred  thonsand  doUats,  from  which  the  draw- 
backs btSng  deducted,  viU  leave  a  clear  revenue 
from  the  customs,  receivaUe  In  tiie  year  1837,  of 
■iMntt  twenty  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
hra,  which,  with  the  anma  to  be  received  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  the  banlE  dividends, 
and  other  inddental  receipts,  will  form  an  a^i;re- 
g<^  of  about  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars,  a 
sum  fidlitur  abort  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  pre»> 
ent  year,  Uttle  more  than  tbe  portion  of  those  ex- 
penditures applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  mil- 
•Uontof  doUanbj  the  act  of  the  M  Huch,  1817. 


At  the  passage  of  tliat  aot,  tbe  puUiedebt  amount- 
ed to  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  mOUona  five 
hundred  thousand  dollar*.  On  tbe  let  of  Janoaiy 
next  it  will  be  short  of  seventy-four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. In  tbe  lapse  of  these  ten  yeara,  fifty  mUliona 
of  doUnn  of  publlo  debt,  with  the  annual  chaige  of 
upward  of  three  millions  of  dollars  of  interest  xtfom, 
them,  have  been  extinguished.  At  the  passage 
that  act,  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  tbe  ten 
miUIons  of  dt^lars,  seven  were  absorbed  in  the  pay' 
ment  of  interest,  and  not  more  than  three  milUona 
of  dollars  went  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  debt. 
Of  Uie  same  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  this  time 
Boaiody  four  are  applicable  to  the  latlBrest,  and 
ward  dx  are  eflbctive  In  melting  down  tbe  c^iluL 
Yet  your  experience  has  proved,  that  a  revenue 
consisting  so  largely  of  imposts  and  toiuiage  ebbs 
and  Sows,  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  with  all  the 
fluctuations  incident  to  the  general  commeree  oi 
the  worid.  It  is  witUa  our  recollection  that  even 
in  tbe  cwnpass  of  tbe  same  last  ten  years^  the  i«- 
c^ts  of  ^treasury  were  not  adequate  to  tbe  ex* 
pcndiUircB  of  the  year;  and  that  in  two  aacceasivo 
yearn  it  waa  foond  necessary  to  resort  to  loana  to 
meet  tbe  eogngements  of  the  nation.  The  return- 
ing tides  of  the  succeeding  years  replenished  the 
public  coffers,  until  they  liave  again  begun  to  feel 
the  vicis^tudes  of  a  decline.  To  produce  these 
alterations  of  folness  and  exhausdon,  the  relative 
operation  of  abundant  or  of  unfruitfid  seasons,  the 
regulations  of  foreign  OovemniMita,  pditlcal  rcT- 
oluMons,  the  prosperous  or  decaying  condition  of 
manufactures,  commercial  speeuiaticuts,  and  many 
other  causes,  not  always  to  be  traced,  varioualy 
combine.  We  have  found  tbe  ahomale  swells  and 
diminutions  embracing  periods  of  fh>mtwo  to  three 
yeanb  Hm  kat  period  of  deprearion  tons  via  from 
1B19  to  1822.  Tbe  corresponding  revital  wm  Arooi 
1828  to  the  commencement  of  tbe  presmt  year. 
Still  we  have  no  cause  to  apprehend  a  depieasion 
comparable  to  that  of  tbe  former  period,  or  even  to 
anticipate  a  deficiency  which  will  intrench  upon  the 
ability  to  a|^y  tlte  annual  ten  mOliaiM  of  dollars  to 
tbe  reduction  of  the  debt.  It  Is  wdl  for  na,  bow* 
ever,  to  be  admooMied  of  tbe  neeenlty  of  aUdw 
by  the  maxims  of  Uie  moat  vigilant  economy,  ana 
of  resorting  to  aU  bononble  and  useful  expedients, 
for  the  pursuing  with  steady  and  infiexiue  perse* 
verance  Uie  totd  ^scbai^  of  the  debt. 

Beiddes  the  seven  millions  of  dollars  of  the  loana 
of  1818,  which  will  have  been  discharged  in  tbe 
course  irf  the  present  year,  tiiere  are  nine  milli<«s 
of  ddlam  wUcli,  by  the  tenns  of  the  contimcU, 
would  have  been,  and  are  now  redeemable.  Thir- 
teen millions  of  dollars  more  of  the  loan  of  1814 
will  become  redeemable  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  month,  and  nine  other  millions 
from  and  after  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year.  They 
constitute  a  mass  of  thirty-one  roilUona  of  dollars, 
all  bearing  an  interest  of  Ax  per  eent,  mere  than 
twenty  mtlUons  of  dcrilars  of  whkA  wm  be  fanme* 
diately  redeemable,  and  the  rest  within  iltUe  more 
than  a  year.  Leaving  of  this  amount  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  conUnue  at  the  interest  of  dx  per 
cent.,  but  to  be,  as  far  as  shall  be  found  praeticap 
ble,  paid  off  in  tbe  years  1827  and  1628,  tliere  is 
Boarcdy  a  doubt  that  the  remaiidnc  sixteen  mil- 
lions might  witUn  a  fow  Bonths  be  ttscbaiged  by  a 
loan  at  not  excelling  five  per  cent.,  redeemable  In 
the  years  1829  and  1830.  By  tUa  operaiioD,  & 
«ma  of  BMi^iTe  htuidmd  Ihowinil  doUaiaiBaj 
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be  MT«d  to  the  ution ;  and  the  diacharge  (tf  the 
vbole  thlrty-ooe  miUions  of  dollars  wltUn  the  four 
jean,  maj  be  grvttlf  fiteOltatedi  If  MM  wboUf  »!> 

eomplished. 

By  on  met  of  Coogresf  of  Sd  Uarch,  1825,  a  loan 
for  the  paipOM  now  referred  to,  or  ft  ndMoriptioa 
to  Btoek,  WM  Mlhotiied,  at  an  intarcst  not  exoeed- 
lag  foor  and  a  half  per  cent.  Btit,  at  that  time,  bo 
latg*  ft  portioii  of  the  floating  capital  of  the  countrj 
was  absHtMd  in  oonunercial  speculations,  and  bo 
fittle  was  left  for  investment  in  the  stoeks,  that  the 
Beasnre  was  bnt  partially  snccessfiiL  At  the  last 
nsdon  of  Congress,  the  condition  of  ,tb«  funds  was 
■till  tmpropltloas  to  the  measors;  but  change 
n  soon  afterward  ooenrred  that,  had  the  authority 
ndMed  to  redeem  the  nine  miUloaa  of  dollars  now 
redeemable  by  ao  exehange  of  stoclu,  or  a  loan  of 
five  per  cent.,  it  is  mordly  certain  that  H  might 
have  been  effected,  and  with  It  ft  yearij  iRTing  oC 
idnety  thousand  dcdlars. 

With  regard  to  the  collection  of  rerenoc  of  im- 
post, certam  occumnces  hsve  witUn  the  last  year 
been  disclosed  in  one  or  two  of  our  prfatdpal  porta, 
which  engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  at  their 
last  Bcsnon,  and  may  hereafter  require  further  eon- 
side ration.  Until  within  a  very  few  yean,  tiie 
execution  of  the  laws  for  ru^g  the  reVeoue,  Ulto 
that  of  all  our  other  laws,  has  been  insured  more  by 
the  mond  aense  of  the  community,  than  by  the 
rigors  of  a  Jealona  precaution,  or  by  penal  sanctbns. 
Crafldbw  m  the  exemplary  punctuality  and  the 
nnsoUied  integrity  of  our  importing  merchants,  a 
gradual  relaxation  from  tbo  prorldons  of  the  col- 
wctioQ  laws,  ft  close  adherence  to  which  woidd  hare 
caiued  inconvenience  aiid  expense  to  them,  had 
long  become  balutaal;  and  indulgences  had  been 
extended  nnirersaOy,  because  they  had  never  been 
almied.  It  be  worthy  of  yonr  aerfous  e<maid- 
eifttion  whether  some  fiuiher  l^islative  prorUon 
may  not  be  neeesaary  to  ewne  In  aid  of  tUs  state 
of  unguarded  security. 

From  the  reports  herewith  communicated,  of  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Xary,  with  the  sub- 
^diary  documents  annexed  to  them,  will  be  dis- 
eoreiod  the  present  eoodition  and  administration 
•f  oar  mifitary  estaUiahment  en  tlie  land  and  on 
the  sea.  The  organixatim  of  the  army  having 
undergone  no  change  dnce  its  reductitm  to  the 
present  peace  esublishment  in  1821,  it  remains  only 
to  observe,  that  it  is  yet  found  adequate  to  aD  the 
parpoacs  for  which  a  permanent  armed  force  In 
time  of  peace  can  be  needed  or  naefuL  It  may  be 
prt^  to  add  that,  from  a  dlflference  of  <^idon 
between  the  late  Praddent  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Senate,  with  legard  to  the  construction  of  the 
•etofCongreaaofttteSd  of  Uarch,  IB21,  to  reduce 
and  fix  the  military  peace-  establishment  of  the 
Utdted  States,  it  remains  hitherto  so  far  without 
execution,  that  no  ocdonel  has  been  app<^ted  to 
command  one  of  the  r^[iments  of  artillery.  A  sup* 
plementary  or  explanatory  act  of  the  tegislaturo 
appears  to  be  the  only  expedient  practicable  for 
resMving  the  diOtcnlty  of  tliis  appdntment. 

In  a  period  of  profound  peace,  the  conduct  of 
the  mere  military  establishment  forms  but  a  very 
ineoaaider^le  portion  of  the  duties  devolving  upon 
the  administration  of  the  Department  of  War.  It 
wis  be  seen  by  the  returns  from  the  anbordinate 
departments  M  tiM  army,  that  every  branch  of  the 
serrka  Is  narked  with  oner,  regularit]:,  and  disci- 
pBa*.  Itntftgt  tin  aommsndii^gsiiwal  through 


all  the  gradations  of  luperinteodence,  the  officers 

feel  themaelves  to  have  been  ciUxens  before  they 
were  soldiers,  and  that  the  glory  of  a  republican 
army  must  conast  in  the  'spirit  of  freedom  by  which 
it  is  animated,  and  of  patriotism  by  which  it  is  im- 
pelled. It  may  be  confidently  stated,  that  the 
moral  chaimcter  of  the  army  Is  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinual improvement,  and  that  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  its  parts  have  a  constant  refbrenc* 
to  that  end. 

But  to  tiie  War  Department  are  attributed  other 
duties,  having  indeed  relation  to  a  future  possibla 
condition  of  war,  but  being  purely  deCsnsive,  and 
in  thur  tendency  contribawig  rather  to  the  seonri- 
ty  and  permanency  of  peace.  The  erection  of  the 
fortifications  provided  for  by  Congress,  and  adapted 
to  secure  our  shoreB  from  hostile  invasion;  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  fund  of  public  gratitude  and  justice 
to  the  penuonera  of  the  revwulionary  war;  the 
maintenance  of  our  relations  of  peace  and  of  pro- 
tection with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and  the  internal  im- 
provements and  survey  for  the  location  of  roads 
and  caoslK  which,  dunng  the  last  three  sesaioos  of 
Cwtgrese,  nave  engaged  so  much  of  their  attention, 
and  may  engross  so  large  a  share  of  their  Aiture 
bene&ctioDS  to  our  country. 

By  the  act  of  the  Sutb  of  April,  1824,  sunested 
and  approved  by  my  predecessor,  the  eum  (Hthirty 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  pnipose 
of  causing  to  be  made  the  necessary  ■arTeyi^  jmn^ 
and  estimatesof  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  eanals 
as  the  I^cmdent  of  the  Unttod  States  might  deem 
of  national  Importance  io  a  commercial  or  military 
point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the  transportation 
of  the  public  malL  The  surveys,  plocs,  and  esti- 
mates for  each,  when  completed,  wiU  be  laid  before 
Congress. 

In  execution  of  this  act,  a  board  of  engineer!  wu 
immediately  instituted,  and  have  been  since  most 
assiduously  and  constantly  occu[^d  in  carrying  it 
into  effect  The  first  object  to  which  their  labors 
were  directed,  by  order  of  the  late  Preudent,  was 
the  examination  of  the  country  between  the  tide 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  the  Ohio,  and  Lake  Erie,  to 
ascertun  the  practicabiUty  of  a  communication  be- 
tween them,  to  designate  the  most  sultalde  route 
for  the  same,  and  to  Ibrm  jdana  and  estlmatee,  In 
detail  of  the  expense  of  execution. 

On  the  third  of  February,  182fi,  they  made  their 
first  report,  which  was  immediately  communicated 
to  Congress,  and  In  which  they  declared,  that  hav- 
ing maturely  considered  the  circumstances  observed 
by  them  personally,  and  carefully  studied  the  results 
of  such  of  the  preliminary  surveys  as  vere  then 
completed,  they  were  deddedly  of  o|^on  that  the 
communication  was  practicable. 

At  the  last  Bcssion  of  Congress,  before  the  board 
of  engineers  were  enabled  to  malte  up  their  second 
report,  containing  a  general  plan  and  preparatory 
estimates  for  the  won,  the  committee  « the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  roods  and  canals,  dosed 
the  session  with  a  report,  expresdng  the  hope  that 
the  plans  and  estimates  <^  the  board  of  engineeis 
might  at  this  time  be  prepared,  and  that  the  8id>- 
ject  be  referred  to  the  early  and  Uvorable  consider- 
ation of  Congress  at  their  present  session.  That 
expected  report  of  the  board  of  engineers  is  pre- 
pared, and  will  forthwith  be  lud  before  yon. 

Under  the  resotntion  «f  Congress,  Mttborising 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  prepared  a  eompleta 
sjstMn  of  eavalrj  tacflea,  and  system  of  exusiit 
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and  instruction  of  field  ftrtiUci7,  for  th«  use  of  the 
Ailitia  of  the  United  States,  to  be  reported  to  Con- 
gress ftt  the  present  season,  a  bosrd  of  distinguish- 
ed officers  of  the  army  and  of  the  militia  has  been 
convened,  whose  report  will  bo  submitted  to  yoa, 
vith  that  of  the  Secrctarr  of  War.  The  oceasion 
■Has  thought  fkrorsble  for  conauMng  the  same 
board,  ^ded  hj  the  resuA  Of  a  corrospoodenee 
vitfa  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, and  other  citizens  of  intelligence  and  ex- 
perience, upon  the  acknowledged  defective  condi- 
tion of  our  militia  BTstem,  and  of  the  improvomenta 
of  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  repott  of  the  board 
fipon  thta  sat^eet  is  also  Bobcdttod  for  jtm  eondd- 
eratlon. 

In  the  cBtfanated  appropriations  for  (ho  ensnmg 
year,  upward  of  five  millions  of  dollars  will  bo  sub- 
mitted for  the  expenditures  to  be  paid  iVora  the 
Department  of  War.  {.eSs  than  two-fifths  of  tlifs 
'frill  be  appltcable  to  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  army.  A  million  and  a  half,  In  the  form  of 
J)cnsio&3,  goes  as  a  scarcely  adequate  tribute  to  the 
Mrrices  and  sacrifices  of  a  former  age,  antf  a  mora 
than  equal  sum  inrested  in  fortiflcatioDS,  orfbr  the' 
preparations  of  internal  improvement,  provides  for 
the  quiet,  the  comfort,  and  the  hapjuer  existence 
of  the  ages  to  come.  The  appropriations  to  indem- 
ni^r  those  unfortunate  rcmnonu  of  another  race,  un- 
able alike  to  share  in  the  ei^oymeots  and  to  exist 
In  the  presence  of  civtlizatioii,  thoQE^  swelling  in 
ncent  yean  to  a  tnagnltode  bardcnsome  to  tho 
freasury,  are  generally  not  irithout  their  equiva- 
lents, In  profttablo  value ;  or  rerve  to  discharge  the 
T7iiion  from  engagements  morie  burdensome  than 
debt. 

In  ltk«- manner  the  estimate  of  appropriations  for 
the  Kavy  Department  will  present  an  af^rvgate  sum 
of  upward  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  About  ono- 
half  of  these,  however,  cover  the  current  eipcndl- 
tUres  of  the  navy  in  actual  service,  and  one-half 
Constitutes  a  fund  of  national  property,  the  plcd^ 
of  ojr  future  glory  and  defence.  It  was  scarcely 
one  short  year  after  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  the  burden  of  its  expenses  and  charges  wciglied 
heaviest  upon  the  country,  that  Ciongresa,  by  the 
act  of  2t)th  April,  1816,  appropriated  one  million 
of  dollars  aonnalty,  for  eight  year*,  to  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy.  At  a  subsequent  period,  this 
annual  appropriation  was  reduced  to  half  a  million 
ft>r  six  years,  of  which  the  present  year  is  the  lost 
A  yet  more  recent  appropriation  of  the  last  two 
years,  for  building  ten  aloops-of-war,  has  nearly 
restored  the  original  aptvopiiadon  of  1816,  of  a 
mUUon  for  every  year.  The  result  is  before  us  all. 
We  have  twelve  line^f-battle  ships,  twenty  frigate^), 
and  sloops-of-War  in  proportion ;  which,  with  a  few 
months  of  preparation,  may  present  a  line  of  float- 
ing fortifications  along  the  whole  range  of  our  coast, 
ready  to  meet  any  invader  who  might  attempt  to 
set  foot  upoC  our  shores.  Combining  with  a  system 
of  fortifications  upon  the  shores  themselves,  com- 
menced about  the  same  time  nnder  the  auspJccs  of 
my  immctUate  predecessor,  and  hitherto  systemat- 
icully  pursued,  it  has  placed  in  our  possession  the 
most  effective  rinews  of  war,  and  has  left  us  at  once 
an  example  and  a  lesson  from  which  our  own  duties 
may  be  inferred.  The  gradual  Increase  of  the  navy 
was  the  principle  of  wUch  the  act  of  29th  Apri^ 
1816,  was  the  flnt  development.  It  was  the  intro- 
doctioa  of  a  aystem  to  act  upon  the  character  ahd 
UMoijr  of  oar  conntiT'  for  an  Indefinite  series  of 


[Dkcemib,  182^ 

ages.  It  was  a  declaration  of  that  Gongren^  to 
their  constituents  and  to  posterity,  titat  It  wns  the 
destiny  and  the  duty  of  these  eonfedfnttcd  States 
to  become,  in  regular  process  of  time,  and  by  no 
potty  advances,  a  great  naval  power.  That  which 
they  proposed  to  accomplish  in  eight  years  is  rn- 
tlter'to  be  eonridcred  as  the  measure  of  their  meona, 
than  the  IlmiuUon  of  their  dedcn.  Tbey  loolud 
forward  for  a  term  of  years  snmcient  for  the  ao* 
complishment  of  a  definite  portion  of  their  purpose; 
and  tbey  left  to  their  euceessora  to  fill  up  the  can- 
vas of  which  they  had  traced  the  large  and  pro- 
phetic outline.  The  ships-of-the-line  and  frigates, 
which  they  had  In  eontem^tion,  will  be  shortly 
Completed.  The  time  which  they  hod  allotted  for 
the  accomfilfahment  of  the  work  fans  more  thatt 
elnpoed.  It  remains  fbr  your  consWe/afion  how 
flieir  successors  may  contribute  their  portion  of  toll 
and  of  tfcaaure  for  fhe  benefit  of  the  succeeding 
age,  in  the  gradual  increase  of  our  navy.  There 
is,  perhaps,  Ao  part  of  the  exercise  of  the  eonsti- 
tutional  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  whiclt 
has j^ven  more  geneftd  satiafiietion  to  the  people 
6f  the  Vabm  than  this.  The  sjrstem  bos  not  beeif 
thus  vigorously  introduced  and  hitherto  snst^ned, 
to  bo  now  departed  fi-om  or  abandoned.  In  con- 
tinuing to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
navy,  it  may  not  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  add 
for  the  present  any  more  to  the  number  of  our 
ships ;  but  should  yon  deem  ic  advisable  to  continue 
the  yearly  appropriation  of  half  a  million  to  the 
same  otjocts,  it  may  be  profitably  expended  hi  pro< 
vidinff  a  supply  of  timber  to  be  seasoned,  and  other 
materials  for  future  use  in  the  construction  of  docks, 
or  in  laying  the  foundation  of  schools  for  naval 
education,  as  to  the  wiiidom  of  Congresa  either  of 
those  measures  may  appear  tu  claim  the  preference. 

Of  the  small  portions  of  this  navy  engaged  In  ao* 
tual  service  during  the  peace,  squadrons  have  eon« 
ttnued  to  be  maintained  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is 
the  West  India  seas,  and  in  tiie  Uedlterranean ;  to 
which  has  been  added  a  small  armament  to  cruise 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.  In  all  they 
have  afforded  protection  to  oui'  commerce,  have 
contributed  to  make  our  country  advantageously 
known  to  foreign  nations,  have  honorably  emptoyed 
midtitudes  of  our  seamen  In  the  Bcrrae  of  their 
country,  and  have  hiured  numbers  of  youths  of  the 
rising  generation  to  lives  of  manly  hardihood  and 
of  nautical  experience  and  skill.  The  piracies  with 
wliich  the  West  India  seas  were  for  several  years 
infested,  have  been  toully  suppreased.  But  in  the 
Mediterranean  they  have  increased  in  a  manner 
afiltctive  to  other  nations,  and  but  for  the  condnnal 
presence  of  our  squadron,  would  pn^ablf  have 
been  dlotresidng  to  our  own.  The  war  whKh  has 
nnfortunately  broken  out  between  the  republic  of 
Buenos  Ayrcs  and  the  Brarillan  Government,  baa 
given  rise  to  very  great  irregulariUea  amons  the 
naval  ofiiccra  of  the  latter,  by  whom  prioclides  In 
relation  to  blockades,  and  to  neutral  navigation, 
have  been  bronght  forward,  to  which  we  cannot 
subscribe,  and  which  our  own  commanders  have 
found  it  necessary  to  resist.  Prom  the  friendly 
diapwrition  toward  the  United  States  constantly 
manifested  by  the  Emperor  of  Braul,  and  the  very 
useful  and  friendly  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  his  dominions,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe  Oat  the  jnat  reparation  demanded 
fbr  the  if^uiies  anstelnod  by  sereral  of  our  citizens 
firom  wmie  of  hia  oOcMS,  will  not  be  withheld. 
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Abstnots  from  the  reecnt  despatchu  of  tbe  oom- 
BuundeM  of  our  Mreml  sqiudroiii  are  comnmnietted 
vUk  th«  report  of  tbe  Seeretary  of  the  Navy  to 
Congress. 

A  report  from  tbe  Pofltraaster  General  is  likewise 
communicated,  presentingi  io  a  high);  satisfactoij 
Banner,  the  result  of  a  visorouB,  eQdent,  and 
economical  adnUnistiatioiK^wat  Department.  The 
rerenoe  of  the  office,  even  of  the  year  including 
the  Utter  half  of  1824,  and  of  the  first  half  of  1825, 
had  exceeded  its  expenditures  by  a  sum  of  more 
than  forty-five  tbouaand  dollars.  That  of  tbe  buc- 
eeeding  year  has  been  still  more  prodactive.  The 
Increase  of  the  rectipts,  la  the  year  preceding  tbe 
first  of  Jnly  bst,  over  that  of  toe  year  before,  ex- 
ceeds one  hundred  and  thirty-six  tbonaand  dollars, 
lad  tbe  exceea  of  tbe  receipts  over  the  expenditures 
4^  the  year  has  swollen  from  forty-five  thousand 
to  nearly  eighty  thousand  dollars.  During  tbe 
»me  period,  coatraots  tor  additional  transportation 
of  the  mail  in  Btagee;,  for  about  two  hundred  and 
sixty  thostsand  ntuesj  have  been  made,  and  ibr 
seventy  thoosaod  adlM  annnally,  oa  horseback. 
Seven  handred  and  fourteen  new  post-offices  have 
been  established  within  tbe  year;  and  tbe  increase 
of  revenue  within  tbe  last  three  years,  as  well  as 
the  augmentation  of  the  transportation  maQ,  Is 
more  tlan  equal  to  tbe  whole  amount  of  receipts 
and  of  mail  conveyance  at  tbe  commencement  of 
tbe  present  emtory,  when  the  Beat  of  tlie  General 
Government  was  remoTed  to  this  place.  When  we 
reflect  that  the  objects  effected  by  the  transporta- 
tion of  tbe  mail  are  among  the  choicest  comforts 
and  enjojrmcats  of  social  lOe,  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve tnat  the  dissemination  of  them  to  every  cor- 
Mr  of  our  country  has  outstripped  fa  their  ioorease 
even  the  rapid  march  of  our  pt^ulation. 

By  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain,  respec- 
tively ceding  Louisiana  and  the  Floridaa  to  tbe 
United  States,  provision  was  made  for  tbe  security 
of  land  titles  derived  {torn  the  OoverameDta  of  those 
nations.  Some  progress  has  been  made,  under  the 
authority  of  various  acts  of  Congress,  in  the  as- 
certaioment  and  establishment  of  those  titles ;  and 
daims  to  a  very  large  extent  remain  onadjusted. 
The  pnbKcfidth,  no  less  than  the  Juat  rights  of  ln< 
Aviduals,  and  the  interest  of  the  community  itself, 
appears  to  require  i^rther  provisoa  for  the  speedy 
Mttlemeot  of  these  claims,  which  I  therefore  re- 
commend to  the  care  and  attendon  of  the  tegisUp 
tore. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  SOth  of 
Iby  last,  to  pro^de  fbr  erecting  a  podtentlary  in 
the  Diatnot  of  ColumUa,  and  for  other  purposes, 
three  commissioners  were  appointed  to  select  a  site 
for  the  erectaon  of  a  peniteoUary  for  the  district, 
and  also  a  site  in  the  county  of  Alexandria  for 
a  county  jail ;  both  of  which  objects  tiave  beea 
effiicted.  The  building  of  the  penitentiary  has  been 
coomwoiwd,  and  is  in  such  a  degree  of  forward- 
ness as  to  promise  that  it  will  be  completed  before 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress.  This  considera- 
tioD  points  to  the  expediency  of  maturing,  at  the 
{Heseot  sesidon,  a  system  for  the  regulation  and 
govenunent  of  the  penitentiary,  and  of  defining  the 
dass  of  olfences  which  shall  be  punishable  by  con- 
finement in  this  edifice. 

Id  donng  tins  commnidcattra,  I  trust  that  it  will 
not  be  deemed  iiMippropclate  to  the  oceadoa  and 
pnrpoees  npoa  which  we  are  here  assembled,  to  ia- 
dnlge  a  BioiBeBtary  wtooe^eet,  oombinli^  io  a  suf 
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gle  glance,  the  period  of  our  origin  as  a  nationd 
coniederation  with  that  of  our  present  existence,  al 
the  precise  interval  of  half  a  century  from  each 
other,  ^nco  your  last  meeting  at  this  place,  the 
fi^eth  anniversary  of  the  day  when  our  independ* 
once  was  declared,  lias  been  celebrated  througli> 
out  our  land;  and  on  that  day,  when  every  hart 
was  bounding  with  joy,  and  every  voice  was  toned 
to  gratulation,  amid  the  blessings  of  freedom  and 
independence,  which  tbe  sires  of  a  former  age  have 
handed  down  to  their  children,  two  of  tbe  principal 
actors  in  that  solemn  scene,  the  hand  that  penned 
the  ever-memorable' declaration,  and  the  voice  thai 
sustained  it  In  debate,  were,  by  ooe  summons,  it 
tbe  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles  from  each 
other,  called  b^ire  the  Judge  of  all,  to  aeccontfor 
their  deeds  done  up(m  earth,  liey  departed, 
cheered  by  the  beneffictions  of  their  country,  to 
whom  they  left  the  inheritance  of  their  fame,  and 
the  memory  of  tlwir  brif^ht  example.  If  we  torn 
our  thoughts  to  the  condition  of  tbeir  country,  in 
tbe  contrast  of  tbe  flnt  and  laat  day  of  tliat  lialf 
oentniy,  bow  resptendeotand  sublime  is  the  tran^ 
titm  from  gloom  to  glory  1  Then,  glancing  through 
the  same  lapse  of  time,  in  the  condition  of  tlie  In- 
dividuals, we  see  the  first  day  marked  with  the  fid- 
ness  and  vigor  of  youth,  in  the  pledge  of  their  Bves, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  the  causa 
of  freedom  and  mankind.  And  on  tbe  last,  extend- 
ed on  the  bed  U  deaSh,  with  but  sense  and  aeod- 
bility  left  to  breathe  a  last  asfdration  to  Heaven  Of 
blessing  upon  their  country ;  may  we  not  humbly 
hope,  that  to  them  too,  it  was  a  pledge  of  transi- 
tion fh>m  gloom  to  glory;  and  that  while  their 
mortal  vestments  were  sinlung  into  the  clod  of  the 
T^ey,  their  emandpated  spbits  were  ascending 
to  the  bosom  of  tliw  OodI 

The  Message  'was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Houfss, 

Ordered,  That  three  thonsand  copies  of  tho 
said  UessBage,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  tho 
doonments  accompanying  it,  be  printed  for  tho 
ose  of  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  Deoemher  8. 
Preiimiruay  Butinm. 

The  following  motion,  by  Mr.  Oauaam, 
was  taken  up : 

**Jt*»otved,  That,  In  the  qipt^tnent  of  the  Stand- 
ing Comndttees,  the  Senate  will  proceed  by  BeTn^ 
appirintiDg  the  Chairman  of  each  committee, 
and  then  by  one  ballot  tm  tbe  other  members  ne- 
cessary to  complete  the  same ;  and  a  nuyori^  of 
the  whole  niunber  of  votes  given  shall  be  neoeaeary 
to  the  choice  of  chairman." 

A  ^ort  disOQssion  took  place  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  tbe  mode  proposed  by  the  resolution^ 
in  which  Uie  mover  and  Messrs.  JonNSON,  of 
Kentucky,  Bkston,  Maoom,  Vah  Bdbbn,  and 
HouiES,  took  part. 

The  qnestion  being  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Chambbbs.  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmatire  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  followa : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Bateman,  BeQ,  Boaligny,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendricks^ 


Pnlimmarjf  Batmem. 
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HolneB,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Knigbt,  Uarks,  Noble, 
Eeed,  Robbius,  Rodney,  Ru^ea,  Sandford,  Soy- 
uonr,  BUabee,  Smith  of  Kd.,  Thomaa,  Tan  Boien, 
Willey— 21f. 

Nats. — ^Ueaacs.  Bartoo,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
CBiandler,  Cobb,  Dickeraon,  Eaton,  Fmdlay,  Hayne, 
JtAnaon  at  Ky.,  Kane,  Macon,  Rowan,  Smith  of  S. 
0^  TIUKnreU,  Wliite,  WiUIams,  Woodbury— 19 

A^jonnied  to  Honde^. 


TouDAT,  December  12. 

ImpriKmment  for  B^i. 

Xr.  Johnson,  of  Keotncky,  tobo,  and  said, 
that  be  bad  given  notice  a  fev  days  since  tbat 
be  wonld  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  for  the 
abolition  of  Iroprisomnent  for  Debt.  He  hoped, 
in  now  fulfilling  his  engagement,  it  woold  not 
be  considered  an  intmsion,  if  he  delayed  the 
Senate  with  a  few  brief  introdactory  remarks. 
If  he  had  entertained  a  eingle  donbt  as  to  the 
dfum  of  the  sul^ect  to  attention,  either  as  re- 

Srded  piindple  or  expediency,  be  should  not 
ve  been  so  confident,  or  so  persevering,  iu 
presdng  this  measure  upon  the  Senate.  The 
sattfect  nad  already  been  a^tated,  and  met  the 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  body.  But, 
on  a  former  occasion,  time  was  not  afforded  for 
a  final  decision.  Impi^nment  for  debt  had  no 
advocates  among  the  generous  and  enKghtened 
portions  of  onr  citizens ;  it  had  no  advocates 
among  the  generous  or  benevolent  classes  of 
mankind,  in  any  ootmtry.  Nor  had  it  been 
considered,  by  such  men,  other  than  a  bar- 
barous custom,  since  the  daj^  of  Greece  and 
Borne,  when  a  debtor  and  his  whole  family  were 
sold  into  slavery,  for  the  sa^ocMon  of  a  debt 
which  it  was  out  <rf  his  power  to  discharge. 
To  ifr.  J.,  imprisonment  for  debt  seemed  as 
horrible  as  the  ^anish  Inqnisitaon;  Vaibj  were 
both  nqjnstifiable  before  God  and  man ;  nor 
was  the  Inquisition  more  disgraceful  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  than  was  the  barbarous 
custom  of  imprisoning  harmless  debtors  in  tliis 
free  and  enlightened  country.  He  believed  im- 
prisonment for  debt  had  cansed  as  many  rigbs 
and  tears  from  the  wretched  sufferers  under  its 
inflictions,  as  the  Inquisition — ^that  mighty  in- 
strument of  the  baseness  and  power  of  tyranny ; 
and  nothing  but  deep-rooted  pr^udice  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  had  perpetuated  it  In  en- 
lightened and  liberal  Governments. 

It  had  been  his  unhappy  lot  to  see  a  free 
man,  who  had  fought  fisr  iiis  country — a  man 
who  was  not  meant  by  nature  for  a  ^ve,  but 
who  was  bom  to  the  possesdon  of  the  liberty 
which  he  loved — walking,  dejected,  through 
the  public  street,  a  prisoner,  attended  by  a  pet^ 
officer,  because  he  had  forfaited  his  bond, 
ixA  was  unable  to  meet  an  obligation  made 
witii  honest  intentions.  By  some,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  change  this  system ;  but  it  would  not 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  go  home  to  his  constit- 
mmts,  who  had  enuQMea  themselves  by  entire^ 
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abolisIiiDg  imprisfrnment  for  debt,  and  say  tbat 
there  were  insuperable  difficulties  to  obstruct 
the  passage  of  his  hill ;  that,  great  as  the  evil 
confessedly  was,  there  was  no  remedy  within 
the  reach  of  Congreaa.  This  would  not  be  sat- 
isfactory :  for  he  had  never  read  in  any  news- 
paper, and  had  never  heard  from  any  politi- 
cian, or  even  from  a  stump  orator,  one  sen- 
tence, so  far  denying  the  inherent  freedom  of 
man,  as  in  any  manner  to  advocate  imprison- 
ment for  debt. 

In  the  picture  of  London,  Ifr.  J.  said,  wbidi 
had  lately  accidentally  fidl^  into  his  banda, 
he  had  read  a  description  of  amonimient  erect- 
ed in  honor  of  the  benevolent  Howard.  TVhy 
was  a  monument  built  to  his  memory  ?  What 
had  he  done  to  merit  such  distinction  ?  He 
visited  and  cheered  the  prisons  of  the  unfortu- 
nate ;  he  alleviated  the  distresses  of  individuals 
torn  from  tJieir  friends  by  the  merciless  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  And  such  a  monument 
would  never  have  perpetuated  his  memory, 
had  not  imprisonment  for  debt  been  acknowl- 
edged as  a  violation  of  the  prindplea  of  hmnan- 
ity.  Should  it  not,  tiien,  if  such  cwdnct  was 
applauded  in  the  subject  of  a  monarchy,  be 
improved  and  imitated  by  a  free  and  generous 
people? 

Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  go  at  length 
into  the  subject  at  present ;  and  he  relied  on 
his  venerable  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon,)  and  other  of  his  fellow  Senators,  whose 
opinions  corresponded  with  bis  own,  to  support 
and  assist  him  in  hereafter  discussing  the  mer- 
its of  this  bilL  He  should  close  with  a  few 
more  remarks.  He  looked  upon  imprisonment 
for  debt  to  be  equally  a  violation  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  and  of  the  Constitution, 
as  would  bo  the  erecticm  of  an  established  re- 
ligion. It  equally  violated  the  principles  for 
which  our  fathers  shed  thdr  brat  Uood.  It 
violated  the  rights  of  man,  as  defined  by  the 
charter  of  our  liberties,  by  chuning  him  in  sol- 
itude, and  debarring  him  from  the  use  of  his 
locomotive  powers  \  and  he  asserted  that  this 
system  of  imprisonment  had  its  origin  in  judi- 
cial usurpation.  He  would  go  no  farther  back 
than  to  its  origin  in  England,  to  prove  this  po- 
sition. In  a  remote  period  of  the  history  of 
that  nation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  courts 
assumed  the  power  of  imprisoning  the  body  on 
mesne  process,  and  althou^  this  right  was 
continually  restrmned  by  Parliament  it  at 
length  became  authorized  by  long  practice,  and 
by  tiie  Gtovenunent 

This  barbarous  custom,  which  had  been  cop> 
ied  by  us  frx)m  England,  had  its  origin  in  usurp- 
ed power.  Should  this  country,  then,  go  on 
to  sanction  it?  Would  it  not  rather  be  but 
acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  justice  and 
humanity,  to  a^lish  it  entirely?  In  the  course 
of  the  proceedings,  it  would  bo  assumed  and 
established,  that  philanthropic  and  liberal  minds 
had,  in  every  age,  denounced  it,  and  that, 
wherever  it  existed,  it  was  supported  by  an 
aristocracy,  at  war  with  rational  liberty,  and 
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t>7  the  crnelty  of  hard-hearted  creditors.  His- 
tory would  show  that  it  had  fomented  discon- 
tents, which  ended  in  revolt  and  bloodshed; 
and  it  woold  be  shown  to  be  in  utter  violation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
wonld  be  established,  that,  where  imprison- 
ment far  debt  had  been  al>olisbed,  a  salutary 
resti^t  npon  undue  credits  had  ensued.  A 
more  equitable  and  more  confidential  state  of 
thin^  existed  in  the  relations  of  debtor  and 
creditor  and  honor  and  justice  had  taken  the 
place  of  vengeance  panting  for  the  pound  of 
flesh,  to  be  cut  off  nearest  the  heart.  It  could 
be  shown,  that,  wherever  this  system  had  been 
abolished,  the  change  had  been  attended  by 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  instead  of  those  evil 
consequences,  which  many  of  the  enemies  of 
this  bUl  anUcipate. 

Believing  these  fiusts,  2lr.  J.  caSed  cm  tiie 
wisd(»n  and  the  patriotism  of  the  Senate,  to 
ud  him  in  abolishlDg  a  feature  of  the  laws 
which  eonid  be  shown  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
eonntry,  and  a  relio  of  despotism,  which  it  be- 
came^ tbeir  duty  to  obliterate.  On  a  former 
occasion^  he  had  hoped  that  this  subject  would 
meet  with  more  courtesy  thaa  was  then  ex- 
tended to  it  by  his  brother  Senators.  He  had 
had  an  ap-htll  task  ever  since  he  first  proposed 
the  subject,  and  bad  obtuned  its  introduction 
with  great  difficulty.  He  asked  whether  it  was 
not  a  parliamentary  practice,  when  a  member 
proposed  a  new  subject,  to  treat  it  at  least  with 
patience  and  forbearance  ?  And  did  not  his 
seat  entitle  his  propoutimi  to  be  treated  with 
ivoper  attention  f  As  to  the  conomittee  to 
which  the  matter  should  be  refened,  he  was 
not  solicitous  to  be  one  of  its  members ;  he  did 
not  care  if  he  never  served  upon  a  committee 
agidn,  so  far  &s  the  honor  of  the  appointment 
went.  _  His  only  wish  in  this  cose  was,  that  the 
bill  might  bo  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee 
— whether  special  or  not,  he  was  not  particu- 
lar :  but  at  all  events,  that  the  matter  should 
be  deliberated  upon. 

]^r.  J,  concluded,  by  remarking  that  the  re- 
mainder of  his  term  of  service  as  a  Senator, 
embraced  three  years,  and  in  that  time  he 
wished  this  bill  to  be  fidly  acted  upon.  What- 
ever ndght  be  the  decision  upon  its  merits,  he 
should,  as  washis  duty,  submit.  But,  while  that 
dccinon  was  suspended,  thinking,  as  he  did,  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  press  the  subject  to  an 
issue.  He  repeated  tlia^  on  a  former  oceasioD, 
it  met  with  obstructions  which  he  had  not  al- 
lowed himself  to  expect;  and  it  had  caused 
him  the  deepest  regret  that,  on  a  subject  on 
which  his  conceptions  were  bo  clear,  ana  which 
seemed  to  him  so  unquestionable,  he  should 
hare  to  encounter  hostile  opinions.  But  ho 
hoped,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  be  more  for- 
tunate ;  and  that  the  Senate  would  grant  him 
a  committee  as  favorable  as  possible ;  and  then, 
that  the  bill  might  be  rejected — or  pass,  to  the 
immortal  honor  of  this  assembly. 

lb.  Jon^TSON  then,  having  obtained  leave,  in- 
trodnoed  the  hill,  which  was  twice  read  by 
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general  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 


Pbidat,  December  39. 
Imatigatton  o/*  tha  OfficUil  Conduet  q^  tke 
Vice  PreMiaent^  when  Secretary  at  War. 

The  CoUowing  letter  frmn  the  Yici  Fsbbi- 
DEirr,  was  read  oy  the  Secretary : 
"I^th»8teretarjfeftk»  Smatt: 

"SiB:  Having  addressed,  this  mondng,  to  the 
House  of  Bepreseatatives,  a  conunnnication  vbieh 
may  claim  an  investigation  of  my  oflftcuU  conduct 
wbilo  in  the  discbai^  of  the  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Ww,  you  will  please  make  known  to  the 
Senate,  that  a  tenso  of  propriety  forbids  me  from 
resuming  my  station  till  the  House  has  di^oied  of 
tills  BQ^ect. 

*'  Very  respectfully,  I  am  yours,  Ac. 

J.  0.  Calbous. 

WASBiifOTON,  29th  Deeember^  1826.** 

Mr.  BsNTON  made  a  motion  that,  in  order  to 

E've  time  for  the  investigation  alluded  to  in  the 
tter,  when  the  Senate  do  adjourn,  it  adjourn 
till  Tuesday ;  which  was  agreed  tm 


TuxsDAT,  January  S,  182T. 
EUetion  of  Prendent  of  the  Senate^  pro  Um. 
At  half  post  twelve  o'clock,th6  Vice  President 
not  appearing  to  take  the  chair  of  the  Senate, 
Mr.  HouoB  rose,  and,  addrearang  the  Secre- 
tary, moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
Motion  of  a  Pendent,  pro  tempore. 

The  question  being  put  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Secretary,  the  motion  was  agreed  to^  nem.  eon., 
and,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  nun^r  given  in  was  forty-ux— 
necessary  to  a  choice,  twen^-fonr. 

Ur.  K&coN  having  received  a  minority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate,  ^  tem- 
pore, and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  made 
nis  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  took  his  seat. 


TmmsDAT,  January  4. 
The  Tatoo  Purchase. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bobbins,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  others,  Direct- 
ors of  tho  Kew  England  Mississippi  Land  Com- 
pany, (a  long  standing  claim,  growing  out  of 
the  Yazoo  purchase,  toe  nature  of  which  has 
heretofore  been  often  stated.  The  bill  directs 
the  payment  to  the  Company  ot  $96,403.) 

In  enpport  of  this  bill,  Ur.  Robbhts  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

I  will  state  the  grounds  which  have  induced 
the  committee  (that  is,  a  m^ority  of  them)  to 
report  in  favor  of  this  petition ;  the  Senate  will 
juuge  of  the  efficiency  of  those  grounds. 

'Die  United  States  made  an  agreement  wiA 
tho  petitioners,  (I  speak  acoordiug  to  the  legal 
effect  of  th^  respective  andmnftial  acts,)  that, 
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'  If  the  peti&Kien  would  release  their  title  to 
the  lands  in  question  to  the  Uaited  States,  that 
the  United  States  would  pa^  the  i>etltioners 
therefor  a  certain  amount  of  mcmey;  provided 
that  title  was  found  to  be  a  good  and  legal 
tiUe.  The  release  was  acoordinglj  executed  in 
due  form  of  law. 

The  United  States  instituted  a  Board,  to  ex- 
amine Uiis  title ;  and  the  Board  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  the  title  as  to  about  nine-tenths  of  the 

.  land,  and  agunst  the  title  as  to  the  other  tenth. 
The  decision  as  to  this  tenth  is  plainly  errone~ 
ens;  the  Supreme  Court  have  so  decided ;  the 

-Bofu^  itself  has  become  so  sensible  of  it,  that 
th^  have  certified  to  the  same  ^ect;  that  is, 
two  ont  of  three,  and  they  are  the  only  sur- 

'  Tivon  of  tiie  BomkL  Lideed,  the  rule  by  which 
ttie  Board  decided,  is  so  obvionsly  inapplicable 
to  the  case,  that  every  mind  must  see  the  im- 
prc^riety  of  the  application.  They  decided 
upon  the  tiUe,  not  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
where  the  title  was  created ;  not  by  the  laws 
of  Uassachnsetts,  where  the  title  was  trans- 
ferred; but  by  the  laws  of  Uaryland,  and 
which,  asV)  the  principle  by  which  they  de- 
cided, is  peculiar  to  the  taws  of  Maryland,  and 
unknown  both  to  the  laws  of  Georgia  and  of 
Massachusetts.  The  laws  of  Maryland,  surely, 
could  not  a£fect  a  title  created  by  the  laws  of 
Georfcja,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  laws  of 
Georgia. 

-  The  Supreme  Oomt  have  dedded  that  the 
title  of  the  petiticmers  was  a  good  and  Wal 

title.  Then  the  release  of  the  petitioners  did 
operate  to  vest  in  the  United  States  a  good  and 
legal  title  to  these  lands ;  to  this  tenth,  as  well 
as  to  the  other  nine-tenths.  The  only  good 
and  lc«al  titie  which  the  United  States  have  to 
these  umds,  is  derived  from  that  release ;  and 
the  grantees  of  the  United  States,  if  ever  called 
upon  to  defend  themselves  in  their  grants, 
-must  defend  on  the  titie  of  the  United  States, 
derived  from  that  release.  Ttus  being  so,  it 
mpeared  to  the  committee  (L  mean  to  a  mf^ority 
of  them)  to  be  impossible,  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  jiutly  entitled  to  this  mon^. 
The  United  States  were  to  pay  for  a  good  and 
legal  title  from  them ;  they  have  got  a  good 
and  legal  title  from  them. 

As  to  this  tenth,  the  Board  decided  that  it 
belonged  partly  to  the  United  States,  and  part- 
ly to  certain  mdividuals:  about  three-fom*ths 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  other  fourth  to 
these  individuals.  As  it  respects  those  individ- 
uals, the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
decision  most  stand,  end  they  report  accord- 
ingly. They  think  it  must  stand,  as  the  au- 
thority oS  the  Board,  as  to  those  individuals,  is 
made  final,  and  as  the  money  has  actually  been 
'paid  to  them.  The  decision  is  not  only  made 
final,  as  to  th«iL  but  it  has  been  executed  as  to 
them.  By  this  loss,  thwefore,  the  petitioners 
must  abide ;  the  amonnt  paid  to  thoee  Individ* 
nals  is  about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  With  this 
deduction  .^xmi  the  cMm  of  the  petitioners,  we 
think  thdr  olaim  ought  to  be  aUowed ;  the  rea- 


[Jahdakt,  1S27. 

idue  is  about  ninety-five  thousand  dollars.  That 
money  is,  I  miderstand,  now  in  the  Trcasoiy, 
originally  appropriated  to  this  purpose,  and 
not  since  appropriated  to  any  other.  Their 
claim,  therefore,  can  be  satisfied  without  any 
new  appropriation ;  and  to  withhold  it  would 
be,  as  It  appears  to  ns,  inconsistent  with  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
anticipate  the  objections,  in  order  to  answer 
them,  which  may  be  raised  against  this  report ; 
I  think  it  proper  first  to  hear  them.  And  for 
this  purpose  I  will  now  gi%*e  way. 

Mr.  Kanb  said,  that  tiie  large  amount  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  individual  use, 
upon  grounds  connected  with  the  Yazoo  land 
specolaticHL  had  fndnoed  him  to  exunine  the 
subject  with  scnne  care ;  and  whilst  he  claimed 
to  participate  in  the  just  and  general  regard 
pMQ  to  the  judgment  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, tiiis  inquiry  had  produced  in  his  mind  a 
strong  impression  agmnst  passingthe  bill.  The 
question  was  not  new  to  the  Senate.  The  same 
committee,  (although  not  composed  of  the  same 
members  entirely,)  in  1828,  reported,  in  de- 
cided language,  against  the  clmm.  Upon  a 
state  of  facts,  which  no  subsequent  occurrence 
had  varied,  the  Judiciary  Committees,  of  the 
last  and  present  sessions,  had  advised  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money.  He  considered  their  re- 
ports to  be  defective  and  nnsatis&etory,  inas- 
much as,  in  hb  opinion,  they  took  a  view  by 
far  too  limited,  of  the  facts  which  made  up  the 
history  of  that  extensive  speculation.  The  ces- 
sion act  of  Geoma,  the  laws  of  Congress  sub- 
sequently enacted,  and  the  proceedings  under 
them,  were  stated  with  proper  accuracy,  and 
constituted,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
the  sufficient  foundations  of  the  claim.  A  more 
general  survey  of  the  facts  had  produced  in  his 
mind  this  result :  that  all  the  claim  or  title  of 
the  purchasers,  under  the  act  of  Georgia,  to 
Yazoo  lands,  must  be  looked  upon  as  property 
obttuned  in  consequence  of  a  fraudulent  advan- 
tage over  the  laws  of  the  land.  He  spoke  of  it 
as  a  fraud,  because,  indeed,  it  was  such,  and  of 
the  moat  pemidons  kind,  oormpting  in  its  mo- 
gress  the  very  fountains  cf  legation.  ?rhe 
title  was  of  an  anomalous  nature,  which  existed 
only  because  of  the  want  (tf  power  in  the  courts 
of  the  country  to  pronounce  upon  the  motives 
of  the  Geor^a  Legislature.  Oh  a  second  view 
of  the  subject,  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
fraudulent  advantage  had  been  lost  in  the  acts 
of  mutual  reference  and  final  decision,  and  lost, 
too,  mucJ^  more  fairly  tlum  it  was  obtained. 
And  now,  after  a  lapse  of  thirty  years,  the  Ya- 
zoo speculators  were  placed  before  Congress 
upon  the  same  footing  with  other  claimants,  to 
succeed  upon  grounds  of  justice  alone.  But  as 
to  the  intrinsic  Justice  of  tins  d^m,  the  report 
was  as  mlent  as  tiie  mve;  and  in  that  it  waa 
deficient  To  estabhsh  this  portion  he  would 
go  over  the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  it 

In  the  year  1795,  in  the  month  of  Febraary, 
the  lofpatAxm  oi  Georgia  sold  to  four  o<Hnpa- 
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tties  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  that  State 
west  of  the  Alabama  River,  compriung  forty 
tnUlioDS  of  acres,  for  the  mm  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollarfl.  The  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company  purchased  so  much  of  this  tract  as 
lay  between  the  Tombigbee  and  Hississippi 
KTer^  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousuid  dol- 
lars. He  had  never  heard  a  doubt  expressed 
^at  this  transaction  was  efiected  by  the  corrup- 
tion of  both  parties  to  the  sale.  One  fact  was 
n^cient  to  onaraoterise  the  aale  as  «  fraud ;  it 
was,  that  every  member  ot  eitiier  House,  who 
voted  for  the  bill,  but  one,  was  Interested  in 
the  project  Om  month  before  the  sitting  of 
tiie  Legiaiatare,  of  the  sncoeeding  year,  this 
company  sent  an  agent  to  Boston,  who  sold  to 
ft  company  formed  in  New  England,  all  right 
and  title  to  these  lands,  diving  to  those  par- 
chasers  a  peculiar  deed,  vrhioh  he  would  here- 
after notice — ^the  whole  parehase  money  to  be 
paid  in  three  years,  the  first  inst^ment  in  the 
Hay  following.  It  was  essential  to  remark, 
that  this  sale  was  effected  just  one  month  pre- 
Tious  to  the  meeting  of  the  Geoi^a  L^sla- 
ture,  and  that  the  first  instalment  was  not  due 
imtil  the  nest  M^.  The  L^sUture  of  1796 
vaa  ooDvened.  It  was  formedof  different  men 
from  those  of  the  precediiw  session,  of  men 
elected  by  a  people  who  had  been  grossly  de- 
frauded by  their  agents.  They  took  this  mat- 
ter iuto  severe  consideration,  and,  after  stating 
the  fhrads  and  injuries  which  ttieir  constituents 
had  suffered,  by  the  act  of  their  predecessors, 
they  passed  a  bill  to  rescind  that  act;  tliereby 
abrogating,  as  far  as  was  in  their  power,  all 
transactions  under  its  pretended  authority, 
llie  rescinding  bill  contained  a  clause,  which 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
to  publish,  throughout  the  United  States,  tiie 
parage  of  that  law,  the  object  of  which  was,  to 
gLv«  to  the  whole  world  a  knowledge  of  the 
beta.  Kotwithstanding  the  pablication  of  tiiis 
Mt,  several  months  prei^os  to  the  time  at 
vhidi  the  instalments  became  dne,  the  Kew 
England  purchasers  paid,  in  May,  the  first  in- 
stalment of  two  cents  per  acre,  and  received 
ftom  Uie  Georgia  Oompany  the  debts  which 
had  been  drawn  in  January,  and  lain  in  escrow 
until  that  time.  He  had  given  this  statement, 
to  show  the  nature  of  the  speculations,  as  well 
with  regard  to  one  company  as  the  other.  And, 
he  maintained  that  the  New  England  Compa- 
ny hod  DO  better  right  to  indemnification  than 
the  Georgia  Company ;  for  they  were  purchas- 
ers with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fraodnlent 
manner  in  whioh  the  act,  anthwizing  the  sale, 
had  been  passed. 

[Hr.  E.  then  narrated  the  measures  taken  by 
Hu  Government  of  the  United  States,  subse- 
quent to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Geoi^ia, 
which  ceded  the  Yazoo  lands  to  the  United 
States,  until  the  act  of  April,  1814,  when  the 
turn  of  1,500,000  dollars  was  appropriated  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land,  as  indem- 
nification to  the  olfumanta  of  those  lands.] 

A  Board  oi  Oanmissionwa^  said  Ifr.  Ki,  was 


[Sbuxb, 

appointed  to  decide  upon  the  claims ;  the  de- 
cision was  to  be  final,  and  the  Oommissionert. 
were  required  to  form  their  opinions  upon  priiH 
ciples  of  both  law  and  eqnl^  and  were,  more- 
over, botmd  thereto  by  oath.  The  claims  were 
submitted,  and  admitted,  with  the  exception  of  a- 
claim  to  indemnify  for  nine  hundred  thousand 
acres,  which  was  resisted  both  by  the  Geoi^is 
Company  and  by  the  United  States;  by  the 
former,  on  the  ^nud  that  the  Kew  Engluid 
Company  had  not  paid  the  purchase  money, 
and  that  the  Geot^  Oompany,  omseqnHitly, 
held  an  equitable  lien  iipon  it ;  and,  by  the  Ii^ 
ter,  on  the  ground,  that  the  land  ud  be«fc 
ceded  to  tiie  United  States  by  Georgia,  and  that 
the  members  of  the  G^rgia  Company  had 
either  relinqnlshed  their  cmrna  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  or  the  United  States.  The  Nev 
England  Company  replied,  that  their  grantors, 
had  been  f^lly  paid,  by  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  negotiable  notes  of  its  several, 
members ;  but  admitted  that  these  notes  had 
not  been  pdd  to  the  extent  alleged. 

Thna,  uiree  sets  of  chUms  were  set  up  tar 
this  amount  of  the  appropriation :  one  founded 
upon  a  deed,  another  iipon  a  fiulure  of  eon- 
Bideration,  and  that  of  the  Uidted  States^ 
founded  upon  the  fiuts  he  had  stated.  He 
wonld  snbmit  the  qnestitm  to  wery  member 
of  the  Soiate,  (requuing  him  to  discard  the 
technical  notions  of  the  law-schools,)  upon  the 
broad  grounds  of  natural  Justice,  Who  nod  the 
better  right  f  Upon  these  grounds,  could  an 
allegation,  distinguishing  the  rights  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  company  from  those  of  the  individ- 
uals compcrainff  it,  avMl  any  thing  I  These 
notes  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Georgia. 
Company,  and  had  not  been  negotiated,  and 
remained  unpud.  Was  it  not  right  that  the. 
parties,  in  reference  to  each  other,  should  be 
placed  in  the  same  condition  as  though  no 
bai^^  had  taken  plaoe,  for  the  property  not 
aotnallyjMidliwt 

The  OommisslonerB  gave  thdr  decision  la 
&vor  of  the  United  States.  Instead  of  placing 
the  decision  upon  the  broad  grounds  ne  had. 
adverted  to,  they  gave  a  reasm  for  it,  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  it  was  unnecessary.  The 
doctrine  of  an  eqnitable  lien,  as  asserted  by  the 
Georgia  Company,  was  sustiuned;  the  conse- 
quence of  which  has  been,  that,  in  all  discus- 
sions concerning  this  decision,  the  reason  given 
for  it  has  been  assailed,  and  held  up  as  unsound 
and  fallooioas.  This  was  not  the  only  instance 
of  a  good  decision  for  a  bad  reason.  But,  said 
Mr.  K.,  it  is  no  inquiry  with  me,  whether  thif 
decision  be  right  or  wrong ;  nor  is  it  one,  la 
my  view,  at  all  material  to  the  sneoess  these 
petitioners.  The  judgment  of  these  commis^ 
sioners,  upon  all  legal  rights,  was  final.  They 
were  appointed  for  the  ultimate  settlement  of 
tJiese  claims,  and  must,  like  all  courts  ot  specld 
and  limited  jurisdiction,  thus  oonstHntM,  be 
allowed  to  have  acted  under  a  proper  sense  of 
their  renran^bilities  and  oaths.  According  to 
their  Jnd^pneoti^  they  did  settie  thrao,  and  tiuA. 
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advaotage,  which  hod  been  obtained  in  the 
odious  manner  be  had  described,  was  Bor- 
rendered  bj  the  agreement  of  all  parties,  and, 
having  once  been  forfeited  by  the  act  of  a  tri- 
bnnal,  baring  ample,  competent^  and  final  jaris- 
diction,  there  was  an  end  to  alt  right  of  com- 
plaint. As  to  the  oonclosive  power  of  these 
Oommisdonera,  there  could  be  no  donbt ;  and  it 
would  have  been  a  strange  course,  to  hare 
reeted.  them  with  lew  than  final  jmlsdiction. 
The  law  bo  expressed  it.  The  act  of  1814  had 
no  other  purpose  in  Tiew,  and  the  people  of 
tiie  TTiritea  States  supposed  that,  under  that 
law,  thia  delicate  matter  had  been  arranged 
and  settled  forever.  One  million  five  hundred 
fliousand  dollars  had  been  appropriated,  to 
quiet  pretensions,  confessed  on  all  hands  to 
nave  been  of  fraudulent  origifi ;  a  tribunal  was 
created,  before  which  these  claimants  might 
have  appeared  or  not,  at  their  election.  They 
did  appear,  asserted  their  demands,  and  did 
every  other  act  to  manifest  their  willingness 
to  abide  its  determination.  They  received  the 
money  awarded  them,  and  thus  sealed  their 
Hps  against  all  complaints  of  the  want  of  power 
In  the  Judges.  Had  tiie  dedrion  been  i^nst 
flie  United  Statea  for  every  dollar  of  the  money 
appropriated,  the  Goremment  was  wkhoot  a 
remedy.  And  shall  ve,  asked  Mr.  K.,  set  adde 
ft  decision  favorable  to  the  Government,  upon 
ftny  ground  f  Tes,  on  one  ground,  and  on  uiat 
only — when  a  claino,  intrinsically  Just,  shall 
appear  to  be  unsatisfled.  It  was  well  estab- 
lished, that  this  character  did  not  belong  to  the 
subject  of  the  present  debate.  He  never  would 
do  an  act  which  might  be  construed  into  an 
admission  of  the  purity  of  the  active  members 
of  the  old  Geot^  Company — nor  do  such 
essential  injury  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  take  money  from  their  pockets, 
to  reward  sneh  iniquity.  And,  above  alt,  he 
protested  against  the  revival  of  an  advantage 
aorreptitiouaty  obt^ned  over  the  lavra  and 
propoiy  of  his  oountrr.  That  advantage  was 
now  extinguished,  and,  as  to  the  interesting 
qualities,  "justice  and  equity,"  this  claim  was 
ut  a  condition  of  the  most  absolute  destitution. 

He  had  said  he  could  prodace  evidence  to 
ahow,  that  the  claims  of  the  New  England 
Company  could  be  j^laced  on  no  better  footing 
than  those  of  their  grantors,  because  they 
must  have  been  equally  aware  of  the  frand  of 
the  act  under  whiob  the  whole  speculation  was 
conducted.  Why  were  they  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  transaction  t  Because 
General  Washington,  by  a  pubUo  Uessage,  de- 
livered to  Congress  one  month  after  the  paf»age 
of  the  obnoxiona law,  and  ^ven  montiupre- 
Tlona  to  the  sale  to  the  Kew  England  Com- 
pany, put  the  whole  people  of  the  lAited  States 
upon  their  guard  against  qiecniating  under  that 
act.  The  rescinding  law  was  passed  and  pub- 
lished several  months  before  the  first  instal- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  was  paid.  And, 
he  would  not  state  to  the  Senate  the  well-es- 
tabliidied  lav  in  refwenoe  to  waxAi  payments. 


[JjuntuT,  1897. 

Had  these  people  been  ignorant  men,  who 
could  not  read,  or  would  not,  aa  a  matter  of 
course,  indnstrionsly  search  for  every  thing 
published  about  a  speculation  on  which  they 
were  intent,  a  different  conclusion  might  b« 
drawn.  But  men  who  deal  in  millions,  are 
&irly  chargeable  with  this  notice,  twfore  an 
assemUy  not  restrained  by  any  other  than 
conaideratiras  an^fested  1^  the  duty  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  conatitQtion,  and  by  an  intercourse 
with,  and  a  knowledge  o£  men  and  thii^  as 
they  really  are.  Oonld  it  be  believed,  that  the 
complaints  of  the  people  of  Geoi^  had  not 
reached  Boston  before  ttiis  purchase  ?  Shoold 
we  adopt,  in  flavor  of  the  claimants,  so  im- 
probable a  condnntml  Should  we  soppoae, 
that  the  notice,  ei\|oined  to  be  p.v«a  as  a 
matter  of  duty,  by  the  Goremcff  m  C^eorgia, 
waa  not  given  ? 

There  was  one  other  fact  he  would  name, 
which  constituted  in  all  law,  human  or  divine, 
competent  and  credible  testimony,  to  wit :  the 
voluntary  oonfessiona  of  the  party  himsel£ 
When  the  New  England  Conqwny  dosed  their 
bargain,  they  reodved  ft  deed,  oontaiuing  ft 
covenant,  which  Ibr.  K,  wonld  read,  from  the 
daborate  report  ma^  by  Meegn.  lCadis<m, 
GaUatin,  and  Lincoln. 

[He  then  read  an  extract  from  the  deed,  by 
which  it  was  specially  covenanted,  that  there 
was  to  be  no  return  of  the  purchase  money,  in 
the  event  of  a  failure  in  the  tide.] 

Oonld  it  be  sidd,  then,  resumed  Kr.  K.,  that 
the  New  England  Oompany  was  deceived,  that 
their  eyes  were  not  open  to  the  contingency 
implied  by  this  clause,  which  secured  the  Geor- 
gia Company  from  dl  liability,  however  the 
act  of  the  L^pslature  might  be  construed  t 
The  deed,  in  substance,  spoke  these  words,  and 
it  is  imposdble  they  could  have  been  misin- 
terpretea  or  misunderstood :  "  We  are  sel^g 
yon  a  title  acquired  nnder  a  law  which  maj 
turn  ont  to  be  nnll,  on  aooonnt  of  our  viUany, 
or  onr  villanr  may  so  ftr  transcend  any  thing 
foreseen  by  the  fnmcrs  of  the  eonstitutioo,  as 
to  be  beyond  idl  control ;  in  either  event,  we 
keep  the  money,  and  you  the  land,  if  yon  can.** 

In  condnsion,  Mr.  E.  observed,  that  he  Mt 
every  disposition  to  appropriate  the  fands  ci 
the  nation  to  the  payment  of  all  fair  claims 
upon  its  Justice  or  its  bounty,  and,  whenever 
he  oonld  be  satisfied  arguments,  not  founded 
upon  trite  and  technics  notions  of  metaphyseal 
law,  but  those  drawn  from  the  dictates  of  a 
plain  understanding,  that  thia  claim  ought  to 
be  allowed,  he  woud  give  it  his  support.  He 
wished  to  be  nnderstood,  and  wonld  recall  to 
view  the  podtions  he  had  taken. 

first  No  title  waa  originally  acquired  nnder 
the  Georgia  act  of  *dS,  but  an  advantage,  which 
waa  the  ofibpring  of  bribery,  which  eonld  not 
be  disr^pirded  in  a  oonrt  of  law,  because,  tor 
wise  reasons,  tiie  jndidd  power  of  the  country 
did  not  extfflid  to  the  ezamioation  of  the  mo- 
tivcs  of  the  Le^lative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Geoi^ia. 
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Second.  Tbis  adTmtb^  had  been  TolnntarilT' 
snrrendmd,  and  entirely  extinguished,  without 
anr  &nlt  of  the  United  States. 

Iliird.  As  no  peonliar  incidait  to  the  claim 
now  existed,  it  mnst  be  settled  like  all  otiier 
claims,  upon  its  inherent  merits. 

Fourth,  lliat,  neither  in  the  hands  of  the 
original  purchasers,  nor  of  the  New  England 
Oompany,  cootd  any  snoh  merit  be  perceived. 

Hr.  Mills  remarked,  that  he  did  nut  rise  to 
continue  the  discnsnon,  or  to  answer  the 
^aborate  argpnnents  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken.  He  mnat  say,  however,  that 
he  thought  those  ailments  more  applicable 
to  ibe  biU  of  1814,  at  the  time  of  its  passage, 
tiian  to  eases  whi<ui  have  since  arisen  direetir 
under  that  aot.  Bat,  as  no  gentleman  aeemea 
now  preirared  to  answer  the  olfjectiona  oflfored 
to  the  bill,  he  would  move  to  make  it  the 
q[»edal  ordw  of  the  day  for  JSmSaj  next 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

Fridat,  Janoary  6. 
Soad  m  tha  Ttfritcry  of  Arkmaiu. 

The  bin  to  aath<nize  the  President  of  &e 
United  States  to  oaase  a  road  to  be  constructed 
from  Fort  Sndth  in  Arkansas,  to  Nachltoches, 
in  Louisiaoa,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qbndrioks,  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  this  subject  was  read. 

Mr.  Chasdlbr  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
amount  of  the  snm  appropriated,  ($21,000,) 
which,  be  observed,  was  greater  than  the  esti- 
mate of  the  expenses,  by  six  thousand  dollars, 

Mr.  HBtTDBioKB,  in  answer,  read  from  the 
Tolome  of  last  year's  printed  documents  a  state- 
ment rdative  to  the  neceauty  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road. 

"iSx.  BsNTON  said  that  he  considered  this  bill 
to  be  based  on  just  and  equitable  principles. 
The  lands  through  which,  and  to  which,  this 
road  was  to  rnn,  were  almost  excla^vely  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and,  until  a 
road  should  be  cut  to  lead  to  them,  they  would 
not  be  settled.  He  thought  that,  where  lai^ 
tracts  of  land  were  owned  by  the  United  States, 
it  became  a  duty,  on  their  part,  to  open  fiu;ili- 
ties  of  communication,  by  the  construction  of 
roads,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  any  other  land- 
holder. The  doctrine  had  long  been  sanction- 
ed by  Congress,  and  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
seemed  to  rest  on  principles,  peouliar  to 
itseli^  which  pointed  oat  the  Jastioe  of  the  ap- 
propriation. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  "Ull  to  be 
engrossed,  a  division  was  called,  when  the 
Senate  remsed  to  concur — ^16  to  18.* 

A^fonmed  to  Monday. 


TuESDAT,  January  9. 
Deitf  and  Jhani  Asylum  in  Xentudtgf  <&e. 
The  Wl  to  provide  tar  the  location  of  the 
two  townshipB  of  land  reeerred  for  a  aenuDary 

'Tlubtllwtti^eetod  tweuiM  om  end  of  tli*  i>TOpoa«d 
iMi  wH  to  loadi,aaa  tartly  tooA,  tlw  Kdl  of  a  Stat* 


[Snum 

of  leaninff  In  the  Tteritory  ixt  Xlmida,  and  ta 
complete  the  looation  of  &e  grant  to  the  Deaf 
and  Damb  Asylom  <tf  Kei^d^i  was  then 
taken  np. 

Mr.  Eatoit  sidd  that,  last  year,  a  rimilar  bill 
was  passed ;  but,  by  some  error,  the  location 
of  one  of  the  townships  had  not  been  made, 
and  the  otherhad  been  considerably  diminished 
by  rights  of  pre-emption.  The  object  of  thia 
bill  was  to  settie  ibe  location  of  one  of  tha 
townships,  and  to  empower  the  agent  of  the 
institution  to  select  from  other  lands  as  much 
as  had  been  abstracted  by  the  rights  of  pro* 
emption. 

Mr.  Edto  wided  to  inquire  why  tiie  loo»* 
tion  of  the  one  township  was  to  be  made  at  a 
distance  from  the  othw,  and  why  tlda  bill  waa 
brought  forward  to  ask  a  man  ■dTantageoai 
allotment  of  land  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tution  of  Eentuoky!  For  his  own  part,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  grant  the  land  to  that  in- 
stitution. He  had  understood,  at  the  time  this 
bill  was  passed,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
an  vnfortunate  class  of  society;  but  he  had  na 
expectation  that  the  claim  for  that  class  of  per- 
sons would  be  bron^t  into  contact  with  tha 
rights  of  other  indivtdoals.  But  the  land,  said 
Mr.  £.,  had  all  been -selected  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  honest  and  industrious  settiers  of  Florida, 
and  much  of  it  bcdonged  to  those  settiers.  He 
did  not  wish  to  iqjnre  those  settiers;  and  he 
thonghl  the  nnfidr  manner  in  whioh  tue  aeleo- 
tion  Dad  been  made,  rendered  the  institatioit 
undeserving  of  the  boon  that  had  been  granted. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  that  clause 
relating  to  the  Deaf  and  Bomb  Institatioa  of 
Kentucky,  in  order  that  information  mi^t  be 
obtained  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that  select 
tion  of  lands  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Eatoit  sud  he  would  inform  the  gentle- 
man as  to  the  design  of  this  bill,  although  he 
was  not,  perhaps,  so  well  qualified  to  do  it 
satisfactonly  as  some  otiier  genti«nen.  If  tiie 
Senate  intended  to  m^e  it  an  Indian  gift^  it 
wonld  perhaps  be  the  best  method  to  adopt  the 
motion  Just  proposed.  But,  if  that  body  meant 
to  act  in  good  faith,  that  certainly  was  not  the 
coarse  to  oe  pursuM.  Kwald  the  Senate,  aftw 
having  granted  the  land  for  thia  specific  ol^Jeot 
of  benevolence,  because  by  error  the  loc^ion 
had  been  made  apon  the  property  of  other  in- 
dividuals, and  thereby  t£e  subject  was  once 
more  subjected  to  le^slation,  withdraw  th^ 
boanty,  and  say,  becrase  an  error  had  thrown 
the  institution  into  their  power,  take  back  tiie 
appropriation  ?  He  trusted  not  If  there  was 
any  fault,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  must  have 
been  that  of  the  agent.  He  made,  the  »eleo- 
tions,  and,  if  they  were  made  wrong,  oert^nly 
the  blame  rested  upon  him.  Bnt,  for  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  ooosider  that  there  was  impro- 
priety in  the  selection.  The  qaeation  of  right, 
hetbooght,  e^n  as  it  stood,  was  in  favor  of  the 
deaf  ana  dumb  of  Kentot^.  Th^  diim  he 
cottudared  better  than  those  d  the  aettlers  of 
Florida,  beeanse  the  law  vaa  passed  granting 
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this  township  before  that  granting  the  lands  of 
the  settlers.  He  had  oome  to  the  condaslon, 
that  the  lair  vhioh  was  first  placed  apon  the 
■titnto  book  gaTO  a  better  cliUm  than  a 
•DbaMoent  law.  The  right  seemed  dearly  on 
the  aia*  of  the  Ooll^  of  Eentaoky ;  but  the 
institation  did  not  contend  for  that  light,  and 
their  moderation  in  declining  to  var^  what  they 
were  jostly  entitled  to,  deserved  a  better  fate 
than  to  have  the  gruit  once  ^ven  them  with- 
drawn altogether.  Bnpposing  thi^  the  claim 
si  the  institation  to  the  land  was  not  as  good 
as  the  claim  of  the  settlers,  still  saoh  a  measure 
would  be  rigid  and  nqjust  The  act  passed 
fimnerij  enacted,  that  two  townships  should 
be  reserrad,  and  one  had  beai  resnred  on  the 
Fascagoola;  bat  it  bad  been  omuidered  ex- 
pedient  to  diange  the  location  of  the  township, 
and  another  had  been  selected.  This  was  done 
because  the  territory  was  snpposed  to  be  divid- 
ed by  two  intoreste,  and  it  was  an  extensive 
tract  of  country ;  and,  as  the  grants  were  for 
two  iostitations,  it  seemed  denrable  that  they 
■honid  be  separate,  and  in  no  way  interfere 
with  each  other. 

The  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


"Wkdstodat,  January  10. 
SaU  0/  Eetemed  Lead  MtMi. 

■  The  bill  to  anthorize  the  President  to  expose 
tar  sale  the  reserved  lead  mines,  in  the  State 
(Mf  Hissonri,  was  then  taken  iqi,  ud  the  I'cport 
of  the  committee  thereon  was  read.  [The 
committee  on  the  pnblic  landa  had  recommend- 
ed the  indefinite  |>ostponement  of  the  bill.] 
-  l£r.  BxifTOH'  said  it  was  now  four  years  since 
he  had  brought  forward  a  system  of  measnres 
with  respect  to  the  sale  and  dispomtion  of  the 
pabUc  lands,  of  which  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion formed  a  part.  The  greatest  difficulty  he 
had  met  with  in  the  proeeeation  ot  this  qrstem 
was  to  find  the  proper  time  for  dohu  it.  He 
was  alwaiysmet  by  an  oUectionastotbetime; 
ind  now,  as  heretofore,  there  waa  a  proportion 
^liuiefiBite  postoonement,  because  the  present 
iras  not  a  smtable  time.  He  expatiated  npon 
this  spedes  of  olneoticni,  as  more  fatal,  becaase 
often  insidious,  uian  direct  objections  in  front. 
He  considered  it  the  bane  of  legislation,  and 
instanced  the  nnmerona  failnres  which  had  oc- 
«nrred  in  the  British  Parliament  on  the  subject 
of  reform,  because  a  suitable  time  could  never 
he  found. 

The  bill  had  once  received  the  fiavoraljle  de- 
dsion  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  The  older  mem- 
bers—and those  who  had  been  here  a  few 
years  mig^t  be  counted  in  that  class — would 
reoolleot,  that  the  policy  of  adUng  out  these 
Bdnes  and  throwbig  them  into  the  mass  of 

Slvato  property,  liM  been  amply  discussed  in 
Is  body,  abont  four  years  ago,  and  sanctioned 
a  vote  almost  unammous.   For  himself;  he 
anuddered  the  whole  bnsineas  of  leasing  and 
imting  than  mine^  as  now  carried  on,  to  be 
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unwarranted  br  the  letter  or  by  the  oonstmo- 
tion  of  any  biw.  Hie  superintendent,  Ms 
clerks,  his  office,  and  salaries,  were  all  un- 
known to  the  laws  of  the  lan^d.  They  were 
created  by  esteblishin^  a  construction  npon  a 
constmction,  an  implied  power  npon  an  im- 
plied power,  a  pretension  upon  a  pretension. 
He  called  upon  Senators  to  look  into  the  origin 
of  the  snperintendency  over  lead  mines  in  lua- 
souri,  and  they  would  find  it  to  be  wilhont  law, 
and  above  law. 

He  adverted  to  the  power  delegated  to  the 
uent  to  make  reservations,  and  the  extent  of 
those  made.  The  law  authorized  the  nsern^ 
tun  of  m^fiM,  and  evwybody  knew  that  a  mine 
was  a  pfdnt,  a  i^t  in  the  earth,  from  which 
was  dug  ores  and  minerals.  Tet,  this  agent, 
instead  of  reserving  «n<iu»,  was  covering  the 
£sGe  of  the  country  with  reservations.  He  todk 
a  township  at  a  time,  with  bouses,  &nn^ 
orchards,  and  arable  land.  In  this  way  he  had 
already  reserved  about  660,000  acres,  equal  to 
one  thousand  square  miles,  and  was  still  going 
on.  Patente  were  denied  to  farmers,  whose 
lands,  purchased  at  public  sale  fV'om  the  United 
States,  were  thns  reserved ;  and  the  owner  bad 
the  option  to  take  back  his  purchase  and  lose 
his  improvements,  or  go  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  a  tract  of  land  whioh  would 
not  pay  a  lawyer's  fee.  Such  a  pi^er  was  not 
only  injnrions  to  individnala,  but  to  the  whole 
mineral  r^on  of  country. 

He  adverted  to  the  provisions  of  tiie  bill. 
They  directed  the  mines  to  be  advertised  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  for  six  months  before 
they  were  sold.  This  would  bring  bidders 
from  all  distances,  would  attract  capitalists 
from  all  qxiarters,  and  ensure  a  sufficient  com- 
petition at  the  sales.  It  would  bring  much 
money  into  the  treasury  for  property  which 
was  now  useless ;  but  he  considered  the  amount 
to  be  derived  f^m  the  sales,  as  a  trifle  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  tiie 
Govemmoit  from  the  increased  wealth  and 
popnlatitm  of  the  country. 

The  amooDt  of  doties  paid  upon  articles  of 
foreign  production,  now  consumed  by  the 
miners,  was  worth  more  to  the  Government 
than  their  paltry  renta,  and  if  thrown  open  to 
individual  enterprise,  if  covered  with  large 
capitalists,  and  worked  on  a  scale  proportioni^ 
to  their  extent  and  value,  this  amount  of  duties 
would  be  proportionably  increased.  He  con- 
sidered the  wealth  of  the  Government  to  con- 
sist in  the  wealth  of  ite  citizens,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  promote 
the  wealth  of  its  citizens.  He  looked  npon 
the  present  mode  of  managing  these  mines,  as 
a  species  of  tyranny  uid  fo^,  in  which  the 
rights  of  individnalB  were  invaded,  and  a  sover- 
eign State  fqjnred,  wHhont  profit  to  the  Federal 
Govenunfflit. 

He  scdd  it  was  right,  ooeadonally,  to  recur  to 
first  principles.  It  would  be  well  to  do  ao  on 
the  present  oooadon,  and  aee  if  tUs  Federal 
GoTomneat  was  created  for  the  pettj  bndnsas 
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of  leasing  lead  mines  and  salt  ^rings.  Cer- 
tainly it  was  created  for  no  such  insignificant 
purposes,  but  for  the  great  purposes  of  peace 
and  war,  and  foreiga  relations,  and  a  few  other 
ol^jects  of  oniverBaTconoero  to  the  whoto  Union. 

Thoee  who  framed  the  constitatum  would 
have  BCOQted  the  idea  of  making  the  Federal 
Government  a  lead-mine  digger,  and  a  salt^ 
water  boiler ;  and  even  now  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution  to  ^ve  Baca  apower, 
would  be  r^ected  with  contempt  Yet  we 
exerdse  the  power,  and  have  exwdsed  it  for 
many  yearsi,  without  law  or  constitution,  bat 
by  instrucUoDs  from  the  Ezecntive  Govern- 
ment. The  lead  which  is  collected  is  sold  by 
agents,  fdthoogh  by  the  coDStitutioa  it  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  can  only  be 
sold  by  an  act  of  Congress.  He  concluded  by 
saying  thi^  tiie  bill  was  well  guuded.  It  did 
not  compel  the  sale  of  the  mines,  but  only  per- 
mitted it  It  merely  remold  the  inhibition, 
and  left  it  to  the  disontion  at  the  President  to 
o^er  the  Mies  as  he  durald  tbiak  proper.  He 
believed  that  no  person  oonld  wish  to  see  this 
species  of  property  held  and  wielded  by  the 
federal  Government  He  rested  upon  the  for- 
mer andivided  opinion  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  delivering  up  these  mines  to  the  activity  of 
individual  enterprise,  and  hoped  that  the  bill 
would  reoeiva  their  fiivorable  consideration. 

Mr.  Bakton  stud,  that  he  should  offer  only  a 
few  remarks.  He  considered  this  bill  as  good, 
and  as  well  drawn  as  could  be  wished ;  bat  he 
did  not  agiye  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  expe- 
£sat,  to  anthorize  the  sales  of  the  lead  mines  at 
the  present  m<naent.  This  bill  made  it  the 
dnty  of  the  Ezecntive  to  cause  the  value  of  the 
mines  and  their  advantams  to  be  set  fbrth  in 
advertisements.  Bat  he  oelieved  the  surveys 
and  examinations,  to  enable  the  Gtoverament 
to  do  this,  were  now  making.  The  general  law 
had  specified  the  reserving  and  surveying  of 
lead  mines;  bat  had  not  pointed  out  where 
those  mines  were.  The  system  which  had  been 
adopted  seemed  to  be  as  good  as  any :  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  foUowuig  up  a  course  of  measures 
which  would  obtain  the  knowledge  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  infor- 
mation required  could  not  be  given  nnless  ac- 
quired by  the  means  now  in  operation  by  the 
£xecative.  Whenever  that  should  have  been 
effected,  the  bOl  could  go  into  effect  benefidally, 
and  he  thonj^t  the  opening  of  these  mines  to 
the  whole  eommnnlty  woald  be  lugfaly  idvan- 
tagooos. 

Mr.  Bbstoit  remarked,  that,  twmty  years 
ago,  the  United  States  appointed  an  agent  to 
report  on  the  sul^ect  of  lead  mines.  He  had 
done  BO.  Beddes,  it  was  within  his  knowledge, 
ibat  a  Ur.  Austin,  engaged  in  mining,  had,  at 
the  request  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
on  the  subject.  These  reports,  and  numerous 
others,  came  before  Mr.  Jefferson,  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  attentive  to  every  source  of 
national  wealth.  There  were  many  other  re- 
ports in  the  hwds  of  the  Government  made 


by  persons  ^pointed  aa  their  agents,  with  s 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  whose  duty 
was  to  explore  and  superintend  tliese  mines. 
So  that  volumes  of  reports  must  already  have 
been  made  upon  the  snl^ect  of  tiiese  lead 
mines.  In  Suet,  a  volume  A  r^rts  was  pub- 
lished aboat  three  years  Amx.  That  this  mass 
of  ' intelligence  was  authentio,  was  supported 
npon  the  auth<»ity  of  the  old  adage :  "  nobody 
further  into  the  millstone  than  he  who 
picks  it  *' — and  no  one  conld  be  supposed  to  be 
more  correct  than  persons  on  the  apoi,  whose 
buuness  it  was  to  sarvey  the  country  and  make 
reports  of  their  discoveries.  Reports  had  been 
made  for  sixty  years — nay,  he  might  say  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years :  and  he  main- 
tained, that  at  this  moment,  there  was  as  much 
information  within  the  reach  of  the  £xecative 
as  was  at  all  necessary.  The  abstract  whi*^ 
would  be  published  of  the  mines,  would  give 
enough  information  to  the  general  and  unin- 
terested reader,  and  give  leading  hints  to  the 

Grson  designing  to  pnrbhase.  But  he  shoidd 
ve  a  poor  opinion  of  any  man  who  would 
invest  money  in  property  of  this  kind  on  the 
faith  of  any  description,  without  going  to  the 
country,  and  ezamming  for  himseu.  But  the 
bill  does  not  ei^oin  upon  the  President  to  put 
up  the  property  for  sale  at  any  given  time ; 
and  those  who  had  confidence  in  the  Fresideot 
in  matters  of  far  greater  importance,  would 
surely  have  no  fear  that  he  would  injure  the 
interest  of  ttie  community  by  hurrying  the 
sales.  The  advertisement  would  go  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  a  person  who  was  disposed 
to  invest  his  m<aiey,  would  go  to  the  place 
derignated,  and  trust  to  his  own  ears  and  eyea 
before  he  porohosed,  and  with  a  judgment 
formed  on  the  ground,  he  would  make  his  bar- 
gain. There  was  nothing  in  this  bill  to  prevent 
fbrther  reports  from  ooming  in.  It  was  care- 
fully guarded,  and  placed  in  the  Presid^t's 
hands  the  entire  discretion  as  to  the  time  of  the 
sale. 

Mr.  Houns  did  not  rise  to  throw  light  upon 
the  subject,  for  he  confessed  he  was  completdy 
in  the  dark  with  respect  to  it  He  had  always 
been  oppcMed  to  reserving  mines;  for  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  open  to  individual 
enterprise.  Bat,  he  thought,  if  he  now  under- 
stood the  gentleman  ih^m  Missonri,  [Mr.  Best- 
ton,]  that  they  were  about  to  antfaorize  th« 
Prendent  to  sell,  before  he  knew  what  he  was 
selling.  It  was  trae,  the  purchaser  would 
know  all  about  it.  But  that  would  be  no  re* 
commendation,  as  it  would  place  the  parties  on 
an  inequality :  the  purchaser  would  know  the 
value  of  what  he  was  buying,  but  the  Executive 
would  not  know  what  it  was  selling.  He, 
therefore,  thought  Congress  ought  to  let  tiie 
President  know  what  be  had  to  sell,  before 
they  bestowed  the  authority  npon  him, 

Mr.  BsNTON  said,  that,  as  to  information, 
there  had  already  been  at  least  five  hundred 
i  printed  upon  the  subject 
'.  llouoa  replied,  that  he  should  not  be. 
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loclined  the  sooner  to  rel;*  on  this  information 
from  its  quantity.  He  should  wish  to  have  a 
person  eent  to  make  a  general  and  accurate 
BOTvej,  and  ^ve  definite  information  before 
any-  rale  was  madew  We  Imew  that  a  great 
deal  had  been  printed — for  V9  were  fond  of 
displaying  ourselves  on  paper :  but  he  wished 
to  see  a  plan  witb  the  proper  drawings,  maps, 
&c.,  before  the  matter  was  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentnckj,  did  not  agree 
with  the  gentieman  last  on  the  floor.  It  did 
not  seem  to  him  absolutely  neoessary  that  all 
the  particolara  of  the  property  should  be  point- 
ed out,  before  it  was  exposed  to  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder.  We  only  wanted  to  know  that 
there  were  lead  and  salt  mines :  to  know  that 
tiiey  have  been  rented  by  the  United  States, 
and  what  they  would  produce.  Indeed,  alt 
was  known  that  was  at  all  necessary.  He  had 
heu^  aufiBcient  on  both  sides  to  couvince  him 
that  the  Presidoit  might  go  and  sell,  and  re- 
pOTta  rtill  continue  to  be  made.  It  was  his 
oidnion  that  this  nstkm  had  become  too  much 
likeaooimtiDg-house;  disposed  to  deal  in  many 
matters  of  detail  which  would  be  better  left  to 
be  transacted  by  individaals :  and  whenever  he 
found  an  opportonity  to  lop  off  any  of  the 
brwiches  of  the  business  of  this  counting-house 
he  was  disposed  to  do  it.  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  these  mattefs  were  not  wedl 
managed,  and  on  sound  principles — it  was  con- 
ducted by  agents,  and  if  they  were  sometimes 
actuated  by  improper  motives,  they  were  gen- 
erally honest  men.  The  principle  with  him, 
however,  operated  in  this  case.  Here  was  a 
branch  of  the  business  ot  the  Govemmeot 
which  oonid  be  advantageoady  lopped  off,  and 
in  a  matter  which  woiJd  be  with  more  pro- 
mdety  left  to  the  transaction  of  individuals. 
One  word,  and  he  bad  done.  It  would  be 
awarding  to  the  several  States  a  dignity  and 
importance  in  the  management  of  tlieir  local 
oonoems,  to  resign  into  their  bands,  in  in- 
stances like  this,  the  disposition  of  their  prop- 
erty ;  in  order  tiiat  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government  might  not  go  on  continually  in- 
creasing to  the  pr^udioe  of  the  afihirs  of  those 
States.  The  committee  had  reported  in  favor 
ci  tiie  bill — all  parties,  he  believed,  were 
i^reed :  he  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
indefinite  postponement,  and  ^onlu  vote  for 
the  paasage  of  the  Mil. 

Ur.  Cbakhleb  said  he  had  no  donbt  the 
Preddent  wonid  use  sound  discretion  in  not 
bringing  the  whole  of  the  valuable  mines  into 
market  at  once,  and  thus  tnjure  their  value:  but 
he  thonght  it  better  to  insert  an  amendment, 
so  as  to  authorize  him  to  bring  them  in  from 
time  to  time.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  and  amendment  on  the  table ;  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

£oad»     the  Tnritory  tj^Miehiffan. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  then  called,  and 
the  bill  from  the  House  to  provide  for  laying 
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out  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was 
taken  up.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  in  the  other  House,  and  several  other 
documents,  were  read;  among  which  was  a 
letter  from  Hi^Jor-General  Brown. 

Ur.  Hehdbiou  said,  that  he  could  only  re- 
commend this  bill  to  we  Senate  by  observing 
that  the  improTonents  contemplated  by  it  were 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  portion  of 
the  country  through  which  the  roods  were  to 
pass;  and  that  they  came  before  the  Senate 
with  the  sanction  of  the  minority  of  the  other 
House. 

Hr.  GoAimLEB  observed,  that  he  should  wish 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  least  im- 
portant of  the  objecte  contemplated,  as  our 
rands  were  not  in  the  most  prosperous  condi- 
tion. He  perceived  that  two  roads  were  to  be 
run  from  Detroit,  and  he  would  move  to  strike 
off  the  appropiisticm  of  26,000  dollars  for  that 
one  whicn  lea  to  Chicago.  He  would  not  press 
this  motion,  if  the  Senate  were  owvinced  ^  the 
necessity  of  both  of  these  roads.  He  only  de- 
sired to  retrench  as  much  as  possible. 

Ur.  Hendeioks  said,  that,  f^om  many  con- 
siderations this  road  was  considered  to  be  of 
great  importance.  He  would  not  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  hear  all  the  documents  on  this  subject, 
but  would  direct  their  attention  to  some  poa- 
sages  in  the  letter  of  Governor  Cass. 

[He  then  read  several  sentences  from  that 
document,  recommending  this  road  as  one  of 
great  utility,  both  in  a  mercantile  and  militaiy 
point  of  view.] 

He  said  it  was  important,  as  It  was  to  go 
through  the  heart  of  the  Fotawatamies,  one  of 
the  most  powerfhl  of  the  Indian  tribes.  He 
stated,  that  through  the  whole  track  tliere  was 
not  a  white  person,  and  the  land  was  a  per- 
fectly barren  desert.  Governor  Cass  had  stated 
that  the  construction  of  this  road  would  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  prices  of  public  lands,  as  it 
went  through  a  great  portion  of  those  lands. 
This  effect  was  fairly  calculated  from  the  re- 
sult which  had  followed  the  opening  of  the 
Black  Swamp  rood.  The  Governor  also  stated 
that  the  Commissioners  had  been  followed, 
while  making  their  survey,  by  persons  desiring 
to  purchase  land — from  which  he  argued  that 
the  opening  of  the  road  would  greatly  accel- 
erate the  sales  of  lands,  and  augment  tfadr 
prioea. 

Ht.  SutR}  of  Ibryland,  snpposed  that  tSie 
roads  now  contemplated  would  be  of  gnat  im- 
portance, could  they  be  made,  and  kept  open, 
for  military  purposes,  in  case  of  a  war.  But 
we  had  some  experience  of  roads  not  kept  in 
order,  from  which,  perhaps,  some  useftil  bints 
might  be  drawn.  Much  money  was,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  expended  in  middng  a  road  in 
Florida,  from  Pensaoola  to  St.  Augustine.  The 
pines  had  been  cut  down  and  the  road  levelled ; 
but,  there  being  no  travelling  upon  it,  a  growth 
of  oaks  in  a  few  years  sprang  up,  in  mace  of 
the  pines,  and  rendered  it  impassable,  until 
fiirtiier  expoise  flhould  be  lud  oat  iq>o&  it.  If 
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the  roads  in  the  Territorj  of  Hicbigaa  oonld 
not  be  travelled,  and  wonld,  in  the  lapse  of  a 
few  years,  be  agun  obstmcted  hy  the  growth 
of  a  nev  forest,  it  would  be  useless  to  out  them 
through.  "Whether  the  growth  of  wood  was 
nmilar  to  that  in  Florida,  and  whether  the  re- 
Bolt  wonld  be  the  same,  he  ^  not  know ;  but 
the  matter  was  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Bkntoit  had  so  often  pressed  upon  the 
TTnited  States  the  necessity  of  making  roods 
.through  their  lands,  that  it  was  hardly  neces- 
to  say  that  hft  vis  in  &Tor  oi  uds  bill, 
prineipla  was  well  established.  As  far 
back  as  twenty  years  sinoe^  a  highly  respectable 
committee  of  this  body,  of  which  Hr.  Giles,  of 
Virginia,  and  Ur.  Baldwin,  of  Geor^a,  were 
members — men  unsurpassed  for  disoemmmt 
and  ability — made  a  report  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple was  impressed  upon  Congress,  that  it  was 
the  daty  of  the  Goremment  to  make  roads 
through  their  lands.  The  consideration  of 
duty,  and  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army,  seemed  to 
him  sufficient  grounds  for  advocating  this  ap- 
propriation. But  all  of  ns,  said  Mr.  B.,  hare 
our  own  knowledge  of  the  necessity  ctf  the  pro- 
Tiaon.  There  was  not  a  Senator  who  did  not 
know  the  porition  of  the  road  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago,  and  its  importance,  frtan  ita  oontignity 
to  Csuoda,  hdd  by  a  foreign  power.  It  was 
only  from  the  want  of  roads  that,  in  many  in- 
stances, great  difSculties  were  experienced  by 
onr  forces  on  the  frontiers  during  the  late  war. 
It  was  impossible  to  transport  proviuon  or  am- 
munition to  onr  troops  placed  m  distant  posts ; 
and  many  disasters  which  occurred,  would 
never  have  taken  place  had  there  been  good, 
or  even  bad  roads  throngh  that  wild  tract  of 
territory ;  setting  ande  the  immense  ezpendi-: 
tore  whi(^  the  GrOTemment  was  forced  to  inonr 
m  acoonnt  of  this  d(^deney.  While  Congress 
was  expending  fanndreds  of  thonaands  on  the 
■eaboara,  was  it  jnst  that  thdr  eyn  dioald  be 
ohnt  uponthe  neoesstdesof  theAwntiers?  Not 
tiiat  he  was  inimical  to  these  ^propriations  for 
the  marine  States :  ho  had  advocated  those  ob- 
jects— ^bnt  he  also  wished  appropriations  to  be 
made,  whenever  they  were  required,  on  tbe 
western  frontier  of  the  country. 

Who  unons  the  gentiemen  present,  did  not 
remember,  and  almost  shudder  at  the  recollec- 
tion, to  have  read,  while  his  blood  was  firozen 
with  horror,  of  the  massacre  of  Chicago! 
Women  and  children,  the  aged  and  the  help- 
leas,  were  murdered  by  the  rutldess  savagea  in 
the  trackless  forest,  whence  there  was  no  path 
for  flight.  He  trosted  that  the  Goremment 
would  not  neglect  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
this  flrmtier,  tiiat  RQoh  s  soene  might  not  occur, 
sbonld  mr  effhi  overtake  ns. 

The  peoi^e  d  the  West,  Hr.  B,  sud,  paid 
more  tnan  any  crthera,  of  equal  numbers,  to  the 
■apport  of  the  public  Treasury :  they  paid  a 
muuon  and  a  half  annually  through  tiie  Land 
OfSees:  nearly  another  million  throngh  the 
Ooitom  ^mae  at  New  OdeaiUi  and  then  a  fiiU 
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proportion  of  the  onstoms  collected  at  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  ev«i 
something  to  Boston.  This  arose  from  their 
craisumption  of  foreign  goods,  as  they  had  not 
manufactories  which  fornidied  fine  doths  and 
cottons,  as  the  people  of  New  England  had ; 
and  they  paid  for  more,  in  proportion  to  their 
nnmbers,  than  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of 
the  countiy. 

He  could  not  refrain  from  smiling;  when  he 
heard  it  boasted  that  New  Tark  jwd  twcn^ 
milliona  in  dntaea.  Fw,  in  the  western  conn- 
try,  the  taxes  were  &r  more  bnrthensome,  and 
their  contributions  to  tiie  revenne  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  far  greater,  in  proportion,  Uum  tiiose 
of  the  Atlantic  States.  Nor  ought  they  to  be 
deprived  of  their  share  ^  the  pnblio  expendi- 
ture. If  the  doonmenta  of  the  Lahd  Office  <^ 
Detroit  were  examined,  it  wonld  be  found  that 
it  was  the  most  productive  in  the  country ;  and 
since  that  section  of  the  Union  was  paying  its 
share  of  taxation  and  tribute  to  the  Govern- 
ment, he  saw  no  good  reason  why  a  share  also 
in  the  b^iefita  &wing  from  it,  should  not  be 
granted. 

Hr.  OuinnxB  observed  that  he  had  ftnmd  s 
new  objection  to  tiie  bill,  In  the  fact  of  its  ron- 
ning  thnnu^  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
He  bad  at  first  supposed  that  it  was  to  be  made 

entirely  through  tne  Territories.  He,  there- 
fore, was  now  in  fiivor  of  the  postponement.* 

Mr.  BxTooLKS  said,  that  the  portion  to  bo 
made  through  a  State  sovereignty  might  bo 
stricken  ou^  if  that  was  an  objection  to  the 
bill.  He  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  necessity 
for  the  road,  and  the  inconveniences  to  which 
the  inhabitants  were  now  snbjectod  from  the 
want  of  one.  He  hoped  the  gentieman  (Mr. 
Sioth)  would  consent  so  to  modify  his  motion 
as  to  postpone  it  to  a  certain  day,  that  the  bill 
might  not  be  entirely  lost 

Hr.  SmxE,  of  Maryland,  assoited  to  this 
BOggestion. 

Hr.  NoBLS  Bidd  be  oonld  not  bat  regret  fbai 
any  proportion  ahoold  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill.  He  moved  tliat  it  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  next ;  and,  in  order  that 
it  might  then  be  takoa  np,  he  mond  to  Uy  it 
on  the  table. 

The  question  upon  this  latter  motion  being 
then  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Thubsdat,  Jannary  11, 

The  Senate  was  this  day  occnpied  on  private 
bodneas. 

FKroA.7,  January  12. 
Salary  <if  th«  PottmoMter  Cfeneral, 
The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Post- 
master Gena>al  was  read  a  second  time,  and 

•  A.  gtriUnc  Inatuwt  of  Oit  dUferenao  botween  ™«w«f 
roads  In  BUtes  and  Territoilw— thow  mdllj  Todng  Ibr 
Uwm  In  Territories  who  wer«  rcstntaad  >r  oanUtuthml 
dttfeelion  fton  dalBg  w  la  Btitai. 
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taken  up  for  consideration.  [The  bill  proposes 
to  moke  the  Balary  $6,000.] 

Mr.  JoHKBON,  of  Eentucky,  observed,  that, 
as  his  opinions  on  this  bill  vere  chiefly  com- 
prised in  the  report  which  had  just  been  read, 
ne  could  say  little  in  addition  upon  the  subject. 
He  remarked,  that  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  were  equally  important  with 
those  of  the  Head  of  any  other  Department  in 
the  Govanunent :  and  that  the  Indmdnal  labor 
devolving  npon  that  functionary  was  far  great- 
a  than  that  of  any  other.  He  had  discharged 
his  daty  with  zeal  and  applicatioQ,  and  in  a 
manner  so  advantageons  to  the  public  that  it 
was  highly  desirable  to  place  him  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Bbbd  advocated  the  bill,  and  spoke  in 
high  terms  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Post- 
master General  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Mr.  Bbasoh  said  he  was  far  from  being  in 
fiiTor  of  raisiDg  salaries  in  general  cases ;  he 
was  rather  in  favor  of  cutting  down.  Bat  in 
the  cose  of  the  Postmaster  QmenJ^  his  opinion 
was,  that  it  required  to  he  increased  to  an 
eqnali^with  the  compensation  received  by  the 
other  Heads  of  Departments.  The  duties  of 
fbis  Department  seemed  to  him  to  incur  more 
lesponnbility  than  any  other ;  the  people  were 
more  immediately  dependent  upon  it :  and  the 
liberty  of  the  country  was  intimately  concerned 
in 'the  good  regulation  of  this  important  De- 

gortment  It  was  imposnble  that  a  man  hold- 
ig  an  office  so  important  should  be  able  to 
subsist,  in  the  present  mode  of  living,  on  the 
salary  now  given  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
It  was  not  to  put  money  in  the  pocket  of  an 
individual,  that  hb  shoold  vote  for  this  bill,  bat 
to  compensate  services  of  great  value  to  the 
conntiy. 

Mr.  HoLifBs  knew  one,  and  bat  com  inooa- 
Tenience,  in  having  a  very  good  paUio  officer. 
It  was  thi»— 4hat  wlien  yon  raise  his  salary  for 
a  xealoos  perfonnanoe  o£  his  duties  bis  saoces- 
sor,  not  BO  good  or  so  able,  came  in  for  his 
share  of  the  advantage.  Mr,  H.  said,  how- 
ever, that  he  should  vote  for  an  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Postmaster  General,  because  he 
Uked  him :  because  he  respected  him  as  a  faith- 
ful and  zealous  Amdionar^.  He  was  the  Head 
of  a  Department,  the  duties  of  which  required 
as  much  ability  and  integrity  as  an^  of  the 
other  Departmoits:  and  far  more  industry. 
During  the  reoesa  of  Congress,  the  Secretaries 
might  go  on  exonr^«u  into  the  country ;  but 
the  Postmaster  G«ieral  could  not  do  it,  as  his 
dnties  Featured  his  incessant  attention;  and 
they  would  probably  always  reqaire  tiie  same 
degree  of  industry.  They  saw  plainly  enongh 
the  talent  and  exertion  which  the  office  re- 
quired, and  why  not  pay  the  incumhoit  ac- 
cordingly (  This  single  officer,  in  the  arrange- 
ipent  of  salaries,  has  been  left  behind  his  cl^ 
The  other  Heads  of  Dcpartmenta,  be  bcdioTed, , 
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were  satisfied  with  the  pay  they  received ;  at 
any  rate.  Congress  was  satisfied  with  it ;  and 
now  the  object  was  to  bring  np  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Postmaster  General  to  an  equality 
with  other  officers  of  the  same  rank. 

Mr.  WooDBiniT  said,  that  the  bill  came  into 
the  Senate  from  the  House,  daring  the  last 
week  of  the  lost  session ;  ana  the  only  reason 
why  it  did  not  then  pass,  was,  that  the  increase 
of  the  saluy  of  the  Postmaster  General  was 
coupled  viui  the  increase  of  ot^  salsiiea^ 
which  met  with  opposition  in  the  o(»mnittee, 
and  delayed  the  sn^ject  until  the  sesritm  termi- 
nated. The  opinions  of  the  whole  committee 
were  in  favor  of  increaung  the  salary  of  the 
Postmaster  GeneraL 

The  question  being  then  token,  the  Inll  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  readinc^  hj 
a  lai^  m^}<ffity. 

The  Senate  a^joomed  to  Monday. 

MoKDAT,  January  16. 

Salary  of  the  PottmoMter  Qweral, 
The  engrossed  bill  to  increase  the  salary  <tf 
the  Postmaster  General  was  read  a  third  tinie : 
and,  on  the  questioa  h^ing  put,  *'  Shall  this  bill 
pass?" 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  tne  yeas  and  n^s. 

Mr. '  Randolph  then  rose,  and  said,  that,  as 
he  could  not  vote  for  this  bill,  he  thought  It 
incnmbent  upon  him  to  assign  some  reasons  for 
his  dissentr~althongh  he  was  perfectly  aware 
that  it  was  rather  the  duty  of  uie  proposers  of 
the  bill  to  assi^  reasons  for  its  passage.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  this  bill  is  in  itself  an  innovation 
—it  is  a  taking  np  singly,  on  the  motion  of  a 
Senator,  the  salary  of  one  officer  of  the  Got- 
eniment,  and  passing  upon  it,  withont  taking  a 
review  of  the  salaries  and  duties  of  the  whole. 
In  the  mode  of  hringing  it  forward,  it  is  ex- 
ceptionable—but it  is  ni  more  excqitimaUo 
in  principle.  Mr.  Prendent,  this  is  a  question 
which  OQght  to  be  decided  without  the  slight- 
est allasion  to  the  incumbent  of  the  office.  I 
shall^  therefore,  abstain  entirely  from  adverting 
to  him — I  look  to  the  office — to  the  duty — to 
the  emolument ;  and  not  the  man.  The  office 
of  the  Postmaster  General  has  been  likened  to 
others,  to  which,  in  my  opinion.  It  bears  no 
likeness — it  has  been  likened  to  the  office  <^ 
the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  the  comparison  is 
in  every  respect  exceptionable :  for  yon  will 
recollect  that,  to  that  office,  the  peace  and  iiap- 
piness  of  the  country  are  confided.  I  will  not 
examine  the  other  offices  to  which  It  has  been 
likened;  bat,  in  its  nature,  tiie  offi«  <Kf  Post- 
master  General  is  purdy  ministerial— is  lower 
in  the  scale  than  those  of  the  other  Heads  of 
Departments.  Sir,  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the 
salaries  of  the  other  offices.  Whether  or  not 
they  are  too  high,  is  not  now  the  sultject  of 
conMderation — but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  we  are  about  to  take  a  step — inadvertent, 
X  was  gohig  tossy — but  I  will  say,  inexpedient. 
We  are  about  to  make  an  additiwi  <tf  two  thon^ 
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aand  dollars  to  the  salary  of  the  FoBtmaater 
GenaraL  ffir,  the  present  aalflr;'  of  that  offi- 
eer.  In  any  of  the  States,  woold  be  oonsid- 
ered  a  large  and  adeqaate  compensation  for 
anj  office  within  those  States.  Have  the  Sen- 
ate eonsidered  veil  tiiis  measure  t  Hare  they 
eonridered  that,  by  this  bill,  they  will  phkce 
the  compensation  of  the  FcHtmaster  General 
one  thoasand  dollars  above  that  of  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  one  thoa- 
sand dollars  above  that  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States?  Mr.  Preddent,  you  know, 
and  we  all  know,  that  there  never  was  a  time 
more  inauspidoas  than  tiie  present  to  an  In- 
crease of  public  expenditure.  Those  who  have 
seen  fit  to  remark  upcm  my  puMio  life,  will,  I 
Inliera^  dlow  that  I  was  never  a  pennrions  or 
ft  pardmoidous  politidaiL  I  alwaya  wished  to 
compensate  public  servants — always  consid- 
ered the  laborer  worthy  of  his  hire ;  but,  in 
this  case,  I  consider  the  hire  fully  worthy  of 
Uie  laborer,  ffir,  was  there  ever  a  time  when 
money  was  more  scarce  t  when  we  were  more 
admonished  to  the  practice  of  economy  t  or 
when  the  aspect  of  oar  aff^rs  was  more  nn- 
promisinfff  Sir,  in  the  port  of  the  countnr 
nom  which  yon  and  I  come,  there  is  a  dearth 
which  treads  upon  the  heels  of  famine — nor  is 
distress  and  depression  partial  or  limited. 
These  reasons,  and  many  others  that  I  could 
enumerate,  induce  me  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
theblU;  and  I  move  that  it  x»  re-oommitted. 

Mr.  BsANOH  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  sincere  in  the  ezpresaon  of  his 
opinion.  He  had  always  respected  the  opin- 
ions of  that  gentleman,  bat  in  this  case  he 
must  differ  from  him.  In  making  a  compari- 
son of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  General 
with  that  of  the  Vice  President,  a  comparison 
of  the  duties  of  the  two  offices  ought,  in  jus- 
tice, to  have  been  made.  The  office  of  the 
Vice  President  was  almost  a  nominal  one.  It 
was  true,  that  the  present  Vice  President  had 
oertdnly  fulfilled  his  duty  in  the  office;  but, 
in  comparison  with  those  of  the  Postmaster 
Cienera^  his  duties  were  merely  nominal.  He 
thought  the  services  of  the  Foatmaster  General 
ct  the  utmost  importance  to  die  country,  con- 
trary to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  did 
not  tiiink  that  tiie  compensation  of  uiat  ihno- 
tionary  should  he  as  great  as  that  of  the  other 
Heads  of  Departments.  But,  was  he  borne , 
out  by  &cts !  Had  it  not  been  shown  that  the 
duties  of  the  Postmaster  General  were  so  ar- 
dnoos  and  engrossing,  that  he  had  not,  during 
bis  whole  time  of  service,  been  able  to  absent 
himself  from  his  office  ?  Tlie  other  Heads  of 
Departments  had  it  in  their  power  to  traverse 
the  country ;  to  visit  our  Legislatures ;  to  do 
much  besides  their  duty,  and  even,  at  times,  to 
make  our  Senators  tremble.  Not  so  wiUi  the 
Postmaster  General.  Would  to  God  all  the 
other  officers  of  the  Government  were  as  ex- 
dninvely  devoted  to  their  dntie^  and  as  entire- 
ly confined  to  thdr  own  q)here  of  action.  In 
vds  ess^  he  had  set  out  in  a  cmiviotiQn  that 
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the  Mil  onfi^t  to  pass;  and,  much  as  he  re- 
spected the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  he  must 
still  persevere  in  bis  opinion.  He  [Mr.  B.]  rep- 
resented a  portion  of  the  country  which  was 
hnmble  in  ^  pretensions  as  to  compensation 
for  services ;  and  he  was  no  advocate  for  ex- 
orbitant salaries.  But  he  did  not  think  this 
country  exhibited  many  such.  If  we  looked  at 
most  of  our  public  officers,  we  should  perceive 
that,  instead  of  getting  rich  upon  their  offices, 
many  of  them  were  bankrupts.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  never  prescriiw  to 
one  officer  a  style  of  living  different  from  that 
of  others  of  the  same  rank.  That  gentleman 
knew  the  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  what  was 
due  to  society.  The  Postmaster  General  must 
and  ought  to  live  like  a  gentieman.  He  spoks 
of  tiie  office,  and  not  of  the  individual — who 
was  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  a  valuable  offi- 
cer— and,  in  comparing  the  dnties  and  labm 
of  that  office  with  those  of  others  of  a  similar 
grade,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  in- 
cumbent, from  the  nature  and  estent  of  his 
services,  had  a  just  claim  to  a  salary  equal  to 
those  of  other  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill 
passed,  by  the  following  vote ;  and  was  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bulon,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Boullgoy,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Eilwaxds,  Undlay,  Hanisoo,  Harne,  Bolmes,  John- 
son frf  Ey.,  Johaaon  of  Z<ou.,  Kane,  King,  Merk^ 
MoKlole?,  Hills,  NoUe,  Beed,  Bobbhis,  Rowan, 
Rodney,  Rogglea,  Snnford,  Smith  of  lid..  Smith  of 
S.  C,  Thomas,  Van  Buieo,  and  Woodbury— 35 

Nats. — Mesare.  Bateraao,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Knight,  Macon,  Bandoli^  SeTmoor,  Tasevellf 
and  Williams — 10. 


Fbidat,  January  19. 
Seli^  €f  Me  Sufferen  of  AUmntbria, 

Mr.  Habrison  rose  and  said,  that  he  was 
about  to  ask  of  the  Senate  the  greatest  indul- 
gence ever  asked  for  on  any  occasion,  since  he 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  fioor.  The 
motion,  however,  whieh  he  was  abont  to  makc^ 
was  one  so  omiscHuuit  to  the  gmerous  feelings 
of  the  members,  that  he  trusted  no  ol^eetion 
would  be  offered  to  it ;  and  that  the  exigency 
would  he  a  soffioient  argument  in  favor  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  rule  which  he  intended  to 
csk.  He  bened  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  with- 
ont  the  nsuu  formalities  of  a  previous  notice, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire,  which 
yesterday  spread  devastation  through  the  neigh- 
boring city  of  Alexandria.  It  was  not  the  m- 
tention  of  Mr.  H.  to  make  a  speech  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  he  hoped  no  such  display  of  ar- 
guments would  be  necessary  to  aw^en  in  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  a  proper  feeling  upon  the 
snttJect :  for,  while  they  were  deliberating,  the 
women  and  dilldren  whom  the  oonflagraticu 
of  yeaterd^  had  deprived  of '  tii^r  h(nnea 
were  safbrinK  ensuing  so  fiv  as  tiiey  had 
bean  relieved  by  pnTate  benen^ouw.  Ho 
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constitntiooal  objection  could  be  raised  to  this 
znanner  of  dispensing  the  funds  of  the  country, 
and  they  were  left  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
hunianiU.  It  was  proper  to  consider  what  Alex- 
andria formerly  was,  and  what  ^be  now  is. 
Once  she  was  a  component  parfrof  the  great 
StiUe  of  Virgin^  riaiming  protection  from  the 
■overeignty  of  that  State— -that  protection  had 
been  resigned ;  and  she  was  now  a  part  of  this 
District,  and  Iwd  no  Legislature  to  look  to  for 
a!«istance,  bnt  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  Hod  she  remained  in  her  former  con- 
dition, the  Legislatnre  of  that  great  State,  now 
in  session,  wonld  doubtless  have  made  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  misfortunes  of  the 
sufi'erers.  But  now  they  had  no  other  hope  of 
protection  and  succor  than  from  Oongress  ^ 
they  had  no  other  appeal  but  to  the  Lnited 
States.  Ur.  H.  then  luked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introdnee  a  bill  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
ten  tlioasand  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  Indi- 
gent taSsren  by  the  late  fire  to.  Alexuidria,  to 
be  phiced  In  t£e  ba^  of  the  Hayw  of  that 
city,  to  be  disposed  of  hy  him ;  which  was  read 
twice,  by  nnanimoos  consent. 

Mr.  Babtok  opposed  the  bill.  He  thought 
it  a  subject  upon  which  It  would  be  improper 
and  inexpedient  to  legislate.  If  the  losers  nad 
insured  their  property,  which,  in  most  cases,  it 
was  probable,  liad  been  done,  the  sufferings 
would  not  likely  be  so  great  as  had  been  ima- 
gined. To  make  their  sufferings  the  subject  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  struck  him  as  needless,  as 
they  would  experience  the  some  extennon  of 
sympathy  and  assistanoe  which  had  been  given 
to  other  placc^  When  overtaken  by  similar  dis- 
asters, by  individaal  contribntloQ.  He  must 
also  oppose  an  appropriation  by  Congress, 
made  on  a  sndden  occasion,  which  always  cre- 
ated feverish  excitement,  and  led  men  to  advo- 
cate measures,  which,  in  moments  of  cooler 
reflection,  they  might  have  felt  it  ^eir  duty  to 
oppose. 

Mr.  Surra,  of  Maryland,  s^d,  that  the  people 
of  Alexandria  were  peculiarly  situated ;  they 
were  under  the  care  of  the  United  8tat<M,  and 
it  was  more  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  extend 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  District, 
than  to  those  of  any  other  individnal  portion  of 
tenitoiT  in  the  United  States,  The  gentleman 
from  Missouri  had*  said,  that  the  property  was 
chiefly  insured ;  but  he  nad  not  taken  into  oon* 
dderation,  that  only  two-tltirds  of  the  valoe  of 
buildings  was  ever  insured,  is  the  insuranoe 
officers  guarded  themselTea  in  this  manner, 
from  the  effects  of  too  great  a  security  on  the 
part  of  those  who  insured ;  who  might,  if  en- 
tirely shielded  from  loss,  become  negligent. 
And,  even  supposing  the  buildings  to  have  been 
insured,  there  was  a  great  part  of  the  property 
lost,  on  which  it  would,  doubtiess,  oe  very 
difficult  to  effect  insurance,  because  its  value 
could  not  easily  be  estimated.  In  this  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year,  when  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  thrown,  by  such  disaster, 
upon  th«  benevolence  of  those  who  were  also, 
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in  some  degrees,  sufferers;  when  persons  who 
yesterday  were  living  in  plenty  and  comfort, 
were  to-day  deprived  of  the  means  of  shelter 
and  subsistence;  it  was  no  time  to  canvass 
coldly  the  extent  of  the  anfibring,  or  the  prob- 
ability of  their  receiving  succor  elsewnerew 
Many  instances  of  misery  might  b«  tmn^t 
before  the  Senate,  bnt  he  would  mention  only 
one ;  it  was  that  of  a  widow ;  who  had,  pre- 
vious to  this  calamity,  lived  in  plenty  upon  nor 
means,  end  who,  by  the  event  of  yester&y,  had 
been  made  destitute.  And,  should  it  be  said 
that  Congress  shut  their  hands  to  distress  like 
this  f  Should  they  turn  from  a  conflagration 
which  took  place  within  their  sigtit,  and  with 
heartless  indifference  bid  the  sufferers  look  to 
the  charity  of  their  fellow-citizens  for  relief! 
He  had  hoped  that  this  proposition  would  have 
passed  the  Senate  tub  tilentio;  and  ho  was 
somewhat  sor^ilsod  that  it  had  encountered  op- 
positifm.  It  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  hj  the 
gentleman  fbom  Mimoori  as  a  new  coso.  But  it 
was  no  new  case.  Congress  had  formerly  ex- 
tended similar  relief  to  other  sufferers;  they 
had  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
sufferers  of  Lognayra ;  and  had,  even  during 
this  session,  allowed  persons  having  lost  their 
lands,  by  the  earthquake  in  Missouri,  to  locate 
on  other  lands.  Why,  then,  Bliould  they  re- 
fuse to  grant  relief  on  an  occasion  which  so 
justly  called  fbr  their  assistance? 

Mr.  Cbandleb  siud,  tiiat  by  this  bill,  they  were 
called  upon  to  ^ve  relief,  wliich,  if  it  depended 
on  bis  own  will,  he  should  not  feel  disposed 
to  withhold.  He  did  not  feel  less  for  tlioso  who 
bad  an£fered  Hiaa  the  gmtieman  fW)m  Mary- 
land; bnt  if  he  [ib.  C.J  were  to  vote  fen-  tfak 
bill,  what  should  he  be  able  to  say  to  a  portion 
of  his  constituents,  who  had  been,  within  two 
years,  visited  with  a  calamity  immeasurably 
greater  than  that  upon  which  they  were  now 
commenting!  It  was  known,  tliat,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  a  oonfl^ration  took  place  last  year, 
which  covered  fifty  miles  square,  destroying 
houses  and  bams,  and  even  the  produce  of  the 
field.  But  the  people  in  that  country  had  re- 
ceived no  relief  from  Congress ;  he  did  not 
think  they  had  any  right  to  expect  it,  nor  did  he 
think  Congress  was  bound  to  bestow  it  in  this 
instance.  He  was  willing  to  put  his  hand  into 
his  pocket  and  give  as  freely  as  any  one  towarda 
this  ottJect ;  but  he  could  not  support  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  declared  to  God  he 
could  not  put  his  hand  into  the  pockets  of  his 
constituents,  who  had  suffered  equally  by  the 
same  devouring  element,  and  give  tiieir  money 
to  relieve  those  who  had  been  iiyured  in  this 
case.  He  certainly  wonld  have  assented  to  it 
had  not  his  sense  of  duty  directed  him  oUier- 
wise.  If,  however,  this  was  now  done,  a  pre- 
cedent would  have  been  established;  and  on 
other  occasions  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  relief  of  otlier  citios. 
The  argument  that  Alexandria  was  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
a  satisfactory  on^  and  certainly  had  no  power 
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to  convinoe  his  mind  that  the  mearare  would 
be  a  owrect  one. 

2Cr.  Bbhtoet  was  not  opposed  to  the  dispen- 
satioa  of  one  of  the  mles  of  the  Senate :  but  he 
was  of  opinion  that  they  ought  not  all  to  be 
dispensed  with.  He,  tiierefore,  thought  the 
IhU  ought  now  to  take  its  usual  courae;  and 
wished  that  it  might  have  a  reference  to  the 
appropriate  committee..  Their  decision  was 
very  important  in  this  case ;  and,  meaDwhil& 
the  distresses  of  the  sufferers  might  be  aUeviatea 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  br  the  gentleman 
from  lUue,  as  he  preamned  all  would  gin  ao- 
coring  to  their  means.  He  moved  that  the  bill 
be  referzed  to  the  Oommlttee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  qoestion  bting  taken,  the  bUI  was  re- 
frared  to  tho  Oommittee  on  the  District  of  Oo- 
Imnbia. 

Adoomed  to  Uuidi^. 


TuxsDJkT,  January  28. 
Alexandria  Sufferen. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  snflferers 
by  the  late  fire  at  Alexandria,  was  then  taken 
np,  and  read  a  third  time. 

ib.  NoBLB  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  the  passage,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were  as  follows ; 

Tkas — UessnL  Batenum,  Benton,  Boulig&y, 
Braocb,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dickereon  of 
Eitton,  Edwards,  Harrisoo,  Kayne,  Hendricks,  - 
HolmM,  JoliDson  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane, 
Kng,  Knight,  Harks,  Hills,  Ridgdy,  Sobbios,  Ban' 
ford,  Seymour,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Thoraaa— 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
I!ndky,  Macon,  Koble,  Bandolph,  Beed,  Rowan, 
Bungles,  Smith  of  &  C,  Tazewell,  Van  Boren, 
White,  Willey,  Williams— 17. 

80  the  bUl  poased,  and  was  ratomed  to  the 
^nue  of  BepreamtatiTe& 

KoNDAT,  January  39. 
Lottery  for  the  Sale  of  Mr.  J^eraon^e  Montieello 
Metate. 

Ur.  Hats>  rose,  and  said,  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  present  a  petition,  which,  from  its 
<maracter,  as  well  as  the  quarter  from  which  it 
came,  would,  he  was  sure,  receive  the  most  re- 
epectful  consideration  from  the  Senate.  It  Was 
a  petition  from  the  family  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
It  did  not  ask  for  any  pecuniary  relief  nor  did 
it  attempt  to  enlist  the  generous  sympathies  of 
the  American  people,  in  behalf  of  the  daughter 
of  tho  man  whose  name  alone  would  be  a  soro 
passport  to  tlie  confidence  and  protection  of 
every  American.  It  merely  requested  the 
sanction  of  Congress  to  an  arrangement  by 
which  the  corporation  of  this  city  have  agreed 
to  lend  their  aid  to  effect  an  olyect,  which,  it 
was  believed,  would  accomplish  Uie  wish  near- 
est the  heart  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  placing  his 
only  surviving  child  in  a  state  of  independence. 
It  is  known  to  tlie  American  people,  said  Mr. 
H.,  tbat|  during  the  last  years  of  his  11%  Ur.. 


[Skhats. 

Jefferson's  affairs  were  considerably  embarrass- 
ed. This,  it  is  wdl  understood,  was  not  oc- 
casioned by  any  thing  tliat  could  be  Just^ 
attributed  to  him  as  a  fault.  Some  unforeseen 
misfortunes — the  great  depreciation  of  real  es- 
tates— ^but,  above  all,  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  brought  upon  him,  in 
his  old  age,  those  calamities,  of  which  we  have 
all  hear£  and  which  we  have  all  deplored. 
He  retired  from  the  Presidential  chair,  the  idol 
of  the  party  of  which  he  had  so  Itma  bem  tha 
efficient  h^d,  and  fbnnd  himself  daring  the 
latter  years  of  his  Ufe,  in  posieeidon  <tf  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  classes  ctf  tbe  com- 
munity. He  was,  indeed,  regarded  as  the  pa- 
triarch of  liberty,  and  his  house  became  a  sbnne 
to  which  its  votaries  made  their  annual  pil- 
grimages. Hence  it  was,  that,  in  the  exercise 
of  wlut  has  been  so  happily  called,"  a  liberal, 
though  fhigal  hospitaUty,"  he  became  involved 
in  pecuniary  difficulties.  When  placed  in  that 
idtuation,  it  is  known  to  all  who  now  hear  me^ 
that  he  disdained  to  ask  or  to  receive  &om  his 
country  any  assistance  beyond  the  grant  of  a 
lottery,  the  whole  ob(}eot  of  which  was  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate  at  its  appndsed  Talue.  To 
those  wbo  may  be  disposed  to  aoonse  ns  of  in- 
gratitude towards  Xr.  JeSbrson,  it  is  proper  to 
say,  that  he  obtained  all  that  be  desired ;  and. 
as  be  most  noffltilvely  and  publicly  declared,  all 
that  he  would  have  consented  to  receive.  That 
he  did  not  attempt  to  avul  himself  of  a  popu- 
larity without  a  parallel,  to  pat  himself  at  once 
above  his  difficulties,  proves  that  he  d^ed,  as  he 
lived,  true  to  his  principles.  It  is  known  to 
the  public  that  the  lotteiy  granted  by  the  State 
of  V  ir^nia,  had  not  been  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jeffers9n's  decease :  but 
it  is  not  so  generally  known,  that  he  died  in 
the  belief  thi^  it  would  soon  be  broaght  to  a 
successful  termination;  nor  that,  in  ms  will, 
(which  is  now  before  me,  written  with  his  own 
hand,  but  a  &w  days  b^re  bis  death,)  he  has 
made  a  distribution  of  hia  estate^  manifBstiy 
founded  on  this  beUef.  It  is  needless  for  me  to 
state  the  caases  which  have  hitherto  delayed 
the  completion  of  the  lottery ;  and  it  is  only 
necessary  for  me  now  to  say,  that  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  ooiporation  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  by  which  the  Jefferson 
lottery  is  to  be  so  connected  with  the  lotteries 
established  here,  as  to  accomplish  all  the  objects 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  view.  This  has  oecn 
effected  through  Messrs.  Tates  and  Mclntyre, 
who,  with  a  Uberality  entitled  to  all  praise, 
have  made  the  most  sati^actory  arrangements 
on  this  subject.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  way 
arises  from  the  duurterof  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, which  restricts  them  fVom  any  lottery,  ex- 
cept such  as  distribato  money  prieea.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  petition,  therefore^  is  to  obtain  an 
act  of  Congress,  giving  anthonty  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  Wastiington  to  connect  the  Jefferson 
lottery  with  those  they  are  now  authorized  by 
law  to  establish— an  object  which,  I  trust,  will 
be  accomplished  without  objection  or  diffioolty. 
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Ur.  H.  then  presmted  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Biudolph,  executor  of  Thomas  Jeflfer- 
flon,  praying  for  an  actof  Conp«Bs,f6r  thopnr^ 
poROs  aboTo  mentioned. 

The  petition  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hat&'s.  referred  to  tiie  Conunitteo  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colomhia. 


Trubsdat,  Fehniaiy  1. 
J)i$tributum  o/  Revenue. 

On  motion  of  Dicxebbon,  tho  "  hill  for 
the  distribution  <tf  a  portion  of  the  Revenue  of 
the  United  States  amoog  the  sereral  Btatea," 
vas  taken  np. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 
"  A  Bill  to  provide  for  tbo  distribution  of  a  part  of 

th«  RcTeBuea  of  the  United  States  among  the 

several  Sutea  of  the  Union. 

"A  U  enacted,  That  tho  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  be  authorixed  and  required,  uoder  such 
regulations  as  be  maj  tfaiok  proper  to  prescribe,  to 
divide  amongst  the  aeveral  States  of  ttie  Union,  in 
the  ratio  of  mrect  taxatkuit  the  sora  of  five  milliooa 
4^  doUara,  on  the  first  day  «  January,  one  thousaad 
eight  hundred  uid  twenty-eight;  five  milliona  of 
dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  Junuary,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine ;  five  millions  of 
dollars,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty ;  and  five  millious  of  dol- 
lars, on  the  &ft  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one ;  vUcn  sums  shall  be  taken 
from  the  annual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  ap- 
propriated to  the  inking  Fund,  by  the  second  flec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  on  the  third  day  of  Uarch, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
Do  debt.*" 

JSx.  DicEXBSox  observed :  By  this  hill  it  is 

ftroposed  to  divide  among  the  several  States, 
Q  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  five  millions  of 
dollars,  annually,  for  four  yeorB,  oommendng  on 
tbe  1st  of  Janoary,  1898.  This  is  intended  as 
an  experiment,  which,  if  snccessfol,  will  no 
doubt  oe  followed  by  an  adoption  of  its  princi- 
ple, in  a  more  permanent  form. 

One  object  of  this  Ull  is,  to  provide  fhnds  in 
all  the  States,  for  the  pnrpmes  of  edncation  and 
internal  improvement^  by  a  rule  which  shall 
<n>erate  justly,  equally,  and  hormonionely, 
thronghout  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Another  object  is,  to  transfer  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  the  application  of  a  port  of  the 
surplus  ftmds  of  the  General  Government,  and 
thns  relieve  Congress  from  a  weight  of  legis- 
lation, which,  from  its  mass  al<mo,  is  becoming 
tntly  formidable,  but  much  more  bo  from  its 
producing  a  concentration  of  power  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  never  intended  to  be  Tested 
there  by  those  who  fonaed  our  cmutitntion. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  this  bill,  to  exenuse 
any  control  over  tiiose  Amds,  tnsr  the  same 
ehall  have  been  distributed  to  the  States.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  inquire  whether  Congress 
have  tins  power  of  control  or  not,  when  it  is 
very  evident  that  it  would  be  inexpedioit  to 
•xmdBd  it|  even  if  thegr  it- 


[TsBMUxr,  18S7. 

Ho  uniform  mle  could  be  adopted,  as  to  tbe 
objects  to  which  these  fnuds  should  be  applied, 
in  the  different  States.  In  the  Eastern  States, 
where  they  have  long  been  improving  thdr 
roads,  and  where  they  nave  brought  tbcm  to  a 
high  state  of  perfection,  by  the  application  oi 
their  own  means,  their  dividends,  in  a  great 
measure,  would  be  applied  to  the  establishment 
of  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning.  In  the 
Western  States,  where  ample  Amds  have  been 

Srovided  for  tbe  pnrpoees  of  edoeatimif  their 
ividends  would  do  applied,  chiefly,  to  the 
makii^  of  roads  and  oanals.  luthe  middle  and 
Southern  States,  th^  dividends  would  be  tp* 
plied,  in  more  equal  portions,  to  those  impor- 
tant objects.  In  all  these  applications,  how- 
ever, the  States  can  judge  much  better  for 
themselves,  than  Congress  can  judge  for  them. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  these  dividends  from 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  annually  appropriiUed 
to  tbe  Sinking  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,,  by  the  act  of  tbe  8d  of  Horch, 
1817.  This,  no  doubt,  will  startle  those,  if 
there  be  any  such,  who  believe  this  fund  to  be 
a  sacred  deposit,  which,  by  s(»ne  unexplained 
operation,  is  working  out  a  redemptimi  of  the 
pnbUo  debt.  It  will,  however,  excite  no  alarm 
with  those  who  know  that  it  bos,  in  no  reniect 
whatever,  the  character  of  that  kind  of  sinking 
fund,  which,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Price,  was  adopted  in  Great  Bi^io,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt  of  that  country ;  but 
that  it  is  simply  a  resolution,  reduced  to  the 
form  of  law,  to  apply  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
annually,  to  the  rraemption  of  the  debt  of  the 
United  States,  adopted  when  that  debt  was 
nearly  twice  its  present  amount,  and  when  it 
was  more  necessarr  to  appropriate  teh  millions 
for  that  purpose,  than  itfi  to  ippn^riata  fire 
millions  now. 

But  if  there  should  he  olgections  to  taking 
thwe  dividends  from  thia  fmid,  they  may  be 
taken  from  otiier  parts  <tf  oar  revenue;  al- 
though, in  that  case,  it  would  be  found  nocee* 
sary  to  rednce  their  amount. 

This  ten  millions  of  doUus  is  not  the  whole 
of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  any  snrplus  in  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  end  of  any  year,  above  all  ^propri- 
ations  for  the  year,  and  leaving  in  tbe  Treasury 
two  millions  of  dollars  is  also  appropriated  to 
this  fund.  These  Burpluses  might  be  calculated 
safely  at  ,three  or  four  millions  a  year,  if  our 
appropriationa  do  not  greatly  exceed  the  bounds 
of  moderation ;  and  the  two  millions  heretofore 
reserved  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  all  appropri^ 
tion^  might  also  be  ^^Ued  to  the  SinJdng 
Fund. 

Soad  in  th*  Ttrritorif  ^  Arbmtoi,  cfie. 

The  biU  to  oonitraot  a  road  from  a  point  op- 
podte  HempUi^  in  Tennessee,  to  Little  Bock,  in 
Arkansas,  was  read  a  eecond  time. 

Mr.  HnrDBiOKS  offered  two  sections,  as 
amendments,  authorizing  the  construction  of 
a  road  from  Fort  Smith,  in  Arkanea?,  to  Fort 
TowMMi,  <A  the  Bed  Biver,  which,      H.  ob- 


Jioad  m  tie  Territoiy  of  ArkoMm, 
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mamdy  comtttnted  a  portion  of  the  bill  rejected 
a  few  daja  riooe,  ^prived  the  obiectlMi 
then  urged,  that  we  road  was  to  run  throngfa 
the  State  of  LoQisiana. 

A  desultory  debate  took  place  on  the  adop* 
tion  of  these  amendmenta,  in  which  Messrs. 
Hexobioks,  JoHimoN  of  KeDtnokj,  Baara  of 
Harylaod,  Habkiboit,  Chaitdlkh,  JoHvsroK  <tf 
Louinana,  aad  Bbbbkh',  participated;  when, 
after  a  slight  iteration,  the  smendmeats  were 
adopted,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  eogKMsed  for  a  third  reading.* 

Du^  en  Salt. 

The  bin  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  dntj  on  im- 
ported salt,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  SMrrD,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  idea 
of  thie  bill  first  ^pnng  from  the  Oommittee  on 
AgricnltaTe;  ana  the  salfjeet  had  beoi  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  who  had  report- 
ed the  bill  last  year,  and  asMD  the  aame  bill 
tida  year.  The  dn^  on  miported  salt  did 
not  amomit  to  a  rery  great  sum.  Since  the 
war,  it  had  prodaced  an  average  of  660,000 
dollars  aaanally ;  bat  it  was  not  intended  to 
reduce  the  duty  bat  oQO-half.  An  advantage 
would  arise  oat  of  it  of  an  increased  consnmp- 
tton;  as  many  farmers,  who,  from  the  present 
high  pricM,  oonld  not  afford  to  salt  their  cattle, 
would  do  it,  and  the  increase  of  consumption. 
In  this  way,  would  be  much  greater  than  was 
in  general  supposed.  The  deficit  in  the  rere- 
nne,  which  this  redaction  would  occasion, 
woold  amotrat  to  only  about  160,000  dollars 
this  year,  and  th»  same  sum  the  ensuing  year. 
His  idea  was,  that,  If  the  dn^  was  reduced, 
more  of  the  artiole  would  be  eonsmned,  and 
thus  the  increase  of  demand  would  redress  the 
dedactkm  from  the  duties.  Other  gentlemen, 
however,  were  better  acquainted  wiu  the  sub- 
ject than  himself,  and  he  looked  to  them  for 
farther  information. 

Mr.  HoLMBs  observed,  that  it  would  be  rec- 
ollected that,  when  this  proposition  was  first 
mode  last  year,  he  had  opposed  it,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  would  destroy  the  bounty  now 
given  to  the  fisheries,  which  was  cofinected 
with  the  duty  on  salt.  The  fishermen  of  the 
United  States  were  Justly  considered  a  Suable 
class,  which  the  Government  was  bonnd  to  en- 
courogo  as  fiir  as  posdble;  as  producing  the 
•earaen  on  whom  the  commerce  q£  the  conntry 
was  to  Aepeni.  The  bounty  on  the  fisheries 
was  estabhshed  at  the  same  ^me  that  the  duty 
was  first  levied  on  salt,  and  was  considered  as  a 
kind  of  drawback  upon  that  duty;  and  the 
reason  of  it  was  that  many  gentlemen  had  scru- 
ples as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  a 
bounty  on  any  soccessful  enterprise.  These 
doubts  would  have  entirely  prevented  the  en- 


*  Anotbcr  ttnng  Instosco  of  the  dtHbreiiM  malDUlnod  bo- 
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oouragement  of  the  fiiAeriei^  as  a  minery  far 
■eamen,  had  it  not  been  far  this  combination  of 
the  two  provirions.  Great  iiOory  to  our  oom- 
meroial  interesta  would  have  arisen  out  of  a 
failure  to  allow  this  bounty ;  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  the  first  place,  because  n 
would  bring  with  it,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
the  repeal  m  this  bounty* — ^not  that  any  such 
proposition  was  made  in  the  bill — bnt  from  the 
fact  that  both  of  the  provisions  were  connected ; 
therefore,  what  affected  the  one,  must  touch 
the  other.  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  think  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  retain  this  bounty.  It 
ts  gtvm  on  uie  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  not  ao- 
ooraing  to  the  success  of  the  flshmes ;  and 
if  fishermen  remain  six  mouths  in  this  em- 
ployment, they  share  the  bonnly,  let  their  voy- 
affe  prove  snooMaftil  or  not.  In  a  bad  year, 
this  encourages  and  supports  them,  and  th^ 
are  willing  to  go  on,  ana  risk  again  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  their  TenturoQB  pursuits.  Were  it  not 
for  this  enoour^^ent  a  run  of  bad  luck  would 
dishearten  them,  and  the  result  would  be,  that 
our  own  native  fishermen  would  desert  the 
business,  and  this  neglect  would  throw  the  fish- 
eries into  the  hands  of  the  fishermen  of  other 
naUons,  who  would  supply  our  consumption  of 
the  article,  while  our  great  nursery  of  seamen 
would  be  entir^  broken  up.  I^  as  productive 
of  soilorSj  the  E&^ish  Government  considered 
the  fisheries  of  Uie  greatest  value,  (and  the  soma 
opini<m  had  been  ezinwed  by  our  own  Govern- 
ment, and  was  acknowledged  by  aH,}  then,  any 
act  which  should  endanger  tno  pK»periQr  of 
this  branch  of  our  industry,  ooffit  to  be  most 
studiously  avoided;  and  no  measure  which 
woold  tend  to  break  up  thU  nursery  of  one  of 
the  most  useAd  classes  of  men,  ought,  if  possi- 
ble, to  be  adopted.  It  was  doubted  now,  as 
well  as  formerly,  whether  Congress  had  a  right 
to  fix  this  bounty,  except  as  a  kind  of  draw- 
back upon  the  duties  on  salt ;  and  if  they  re- 
pealed the  duty,  the  bounty  woxHA  follow.  Afl 
to  tile  services  rendered  by  the  fishermen,  they 
were  of  groat  value.  The  products  of  their  in- 
dustry were  the  products  of  the  sea,  and  little 
other  capital  than  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
these  hu^y  mariners,  was  required  to  carry  it 
on :  in  fact  labor  oiUy  was  wanted,  and  that 
must  be  had,  or  the  trade  would  foil  to  decay. 
We  were,  then,  admonished  to  encourage  those 
laborers,  by  every  motive  of  public  interest. 
The  revenue  proauced  by  the  importation  of 
salt  now  amounted  to  an  average  annual  pn>- 
duct  of  600,000  dollars.  Could  the  Govern- 
ment spore  so  lorge  a  sum  at  this  period  !  Were 

*  This  ti  tlw  tra*  IMMB  fat  the  aortbeMtvn  eppodUoa 
to  tho  repeal  of  tM  Mil  tax— an  oppotiUon  whleh  lULl  k«e^ 

up  ft  frngnuot  of  tha  inly,  taongh.  to  can?  tha  Importad 
■idt  to  the  coitom  bonae,  and  to  throw  the  tradii,  In  the  Im- 
porting  cities,  Into  the  hands  of  regrsten,and  to  cnablo  them 
to  double  the  price  to  the  conramer.  In  tha  mean  time 
the  llaUng  bounties  and  allowanoea  lutTe  become  nearly  a 
nakad  giataltf  oot  of  tba  Treasnir,  tba  datf  on  salt  balng  so 
At  radnoad  aa  no  longar  to  awra  tar  a  fDo&datlon  fiir  thoaa 
boaBCiaiiaiiltoinMeBnrtildh,mTorthel— ,at»koptlnflUL 
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our  affairs  in  sach  a  flonriablDg  condition,  that 
we  could,  without  any  inocoiTenienoe,  strike  off 
this  amoont  from  onr  receipts  t  His  opinion 
was,  that  they  conid  ill  spare  the  tax  on  salt, 
and  that  consideration,  were  there  no  others, 
wonld  decide  him  agunst  it. 

While  they  had  been  here  tins  session,  a  me- 
morial had  be«i  presented  firom  Portsmonth, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  bounty  on  the  fisheries, 
in  order  to  remove' the  fraads  which  were  said 
to  have  been  committed  on  the  doty  on  salt 
It  was  said  that  the  fishermen  went  to  sea  and 
bought  the  salt  to  enre  thdr  fish  in  the  Briti^ 
Provinoee,  and  thus  evaded  the  duty,  while  they 
daimedtha  boontr.  These  Instances  <tf  fraud 
bad  been  proseeated,  and  ^sted  no  Imger. 
'^ere  was  a  way  to  restrict  men  in  snch  oases, 
without  depriving  all  those  engaged  in  the 
trade,  of  the  bounty.  Our  fishenneD  formerly 
had  a  coasting  license,  to  dry  their  fish  on  the 
British  coasts,  not  to  sell  fish  to  the  British ;  and 
it  was  objected  that  the  fisherman  wonld  go 
and  n>end  his  four  months  in  other  pursuits, 
and  then  return  and  claim  the  bomity.  These, 
however,  were  but  casual  ocoorrencea,  and  c^- 
fered  nothing  more  against  the  bounty  than  oc- 
casional individual  frauds  offered  against  any 
system.  Bat  thia  was  not  alL  laen  were 
mannfiuJtOTies  of  salt  in  the  United  States, 
wluch  required  to  be  protected — the  more,  be- 
cause salt  was  an  article  of  absolnte  necessity, 
without  which  we  could  scarcely  exist,  and 
which,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  be  obtuned, 
except  at  a  high  price.  What  is  the  extent  of 
the  mana&ctnre  of  this  article  in  this  country  f 
It  is  carried  on  in  New  York,  in  Kassachu- 
eetts,  in  Virginia,  North  Oarolina,  and,  he  was 
informed,  in  Florida.  What  the  quantity  man- 
ufactured in  Korth  Oarolina  was,  he  md  not 
know ;  but  he  would  read  a  statement  in  writ- 
ing, from  a  gentleman  intimately  acqoauited 
with  the  Bul^ect,  as  to  the  salt  works  of  Cape 
Ood. 

[Mr.  H.  then  read  a  paper,  which  stated  that, 

along  the  seacoast  of  Massachusetts,  there  were 
numerous  manufactories  of  salt,  which  em- 

eoyed  upwards  of  one  thousand  persons,  each 
tving  a  small  manufactory,  managed  by  him- 
self and  family.  The  value  of  these  establish- 
ments is  estimated  at  200,000  dollars,  their  an- 
nual product  at  about  600,000  bushels,  weigh- 
ing 78  lbs.  each,  of  the  best  quality  of  salt  It 
was  also  stated  that  the  ^rice  of  salt  was  now 
about  85  cents,  and  that  it  had  been  reduced 
nearly  80  per  cent  in  the  last  three  years,  ow- 
ing to  a  competition  between  the  importer  and 
manufacturer.  The  mann&cturer  could  not  af- 
ford it  as  low  as  it  was  now  sold ;  and  a  re- 
dncticai  ot  the  duty  would  cfierate  greatly  to 
his  injury.  When  the  duty  was  repealed  in 
180!r,  tiiey  nmst  have  all  been  mlQed,  had  not 
Ifoseachnsetts  exonerated  their  works  from  all 
taxation.] 

Now,  sir,  this  Is  a  small  section  of  the  coun- 
try :  but  in  this  small  strip  of  coast,  one  thon- 
■ua  people,  and  a  a^tal  of  two  millkau,  are 


[Itenusr,  1SS7. 

employed,  and  they  annually  produce  Ax  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels  of  the  article.  Ye^  this 
is  considered  at  no  importance,  and  we  are  told 
that  the  whole  must  go  by  the  board,  by  redno- 
lag  the  duty  which  has  hitherto  protected 
them.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
chiurman  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  to  one  question.  Is  it  a  fact,  that,  by  re- 
pefuiog  the  duty  on  this  article,  the  consumer 
will  use  more,  because  of  a  reduced  price,  and 
thos  the  coontry  reap  the  profit!  Tula  was  not 
the  case  fimnerly.  wnoi  the  dn^  was  repealed. 
For  a  short  time  it  was  lower;  bntitsoonrose 
up  again.  How  was  this  to  be  aeconnted  finrl 
Why,  because  salt  was  not  a  ptindpal  article 
of  trade,  but  entirely  one  of  a  subsidiary  char- 
acter. No  trader  will  imiKHt  salt  regnlariy; 
he  will  not  send  out  Ins  slups  to  bring  back  a 
cargo  of  salt ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  import- 
ed to  make  out  an  incomplete  cargo,  or  as  bal- 
last Thus  the  importer,  holding  the  article  by 
chance,  and  there  bdng  no  permanent  trade  in 
it  to  regulate  the  price,  is  enabled  to  fix  it,  and 
the  profit  will  accrue  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
consomer.  It  is  self-evident,  that,  if  you  repeal 
the  salt  tax,  yon  will  put  down  all  manufacto- 
ries of  the  article.  YouwiliwantjuRtsomiudi 
salt,  whether  at  home  or  trom  abroad ;  and  if 
the  mannfactmre  is  broken  down,  all  competi- 
tion wltii  the  importer  is  destroyed,  and  he  to 
at  liberty  to  set  his  own  price.  One  way  fX 
another,  the  hill  will  produce  bad  effects. 
Either  yon  do  reduce  the  price  according  to  the 
duty  taken  off,  or  yon  do  not ;  and  if  yon  do 
reduce  the  price,  the  mannltotnre  is  destroyed ; 
if  it  does  not,  we  have  lost  800,000  ddlars  of 
revenue,  without  benefiting  any  one.  If  the 
manufsotories  are  broken  np,  where  are  we  to 
look  for  a  supply  of  this  meet  indispensable  ar- 
ticle when  war  overtakes  us  T  The  mano&cture 
of  any  article  which  is  reqmred  in  great  quan- 
tities, wants  time  and  encouragement  to  make 
it  p^fect  and  abundant.  It  cannot  be  expected 
that  it  will  grow  np  in  a  day,  to  meet  the  sod- 
den ex^Kency  of  the  countiy-;  and  hereaftw, 
should  Congress  p§aa  this  biH,  tiie  eountij  mav 
need  the  asustance  of  the  manufactories  whiiui 
it  will  have  destroyed.  It  was  in  vidn  to  sap- 
pose  that  they  could  flourish  until  there  was 
something  should  occur  to  check  importation. 
Those  loose  ideas  he  had  thrown  out,  on  the 
moment,  convinced  that  the  bill  aof^  not,  cm 

The  Senate  o^jmn^^thont  taking  tiie 
question. 


FkiDAT,  February  8. 
Duty  m  Salt, 
The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  being 
then  taken  np,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  oonud- 
er  the  bill  m^ng  a  reduction  of  the  dn^  on 
imported  salt. 

lit.  Santobd  sdd,  that  fhe  bill  was  taken  np 
at  BO  late  an  hour  yesterday,  that  he  had  not 
the  advantage  of  hearing  the  views  as^wssad 
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the  gentlemen  vho  addressed  tbe  Senate 
iQMn  the  snl^j|eqf»  At  the  lost  sesrion,  this  UU, 
w  s  Bhnilar  one,  was  before  the  Senate,  and,  if 
hia  memory  served  him,  the  first  argument  nsed 
to  anpport  it  was,  that  we  could  very  well  dis- 
pense with  the  tax  upon  salt  It  was  admitted 
that,  at  that  time,  we  oould  dispense  with  that 
amount  of  our  revenue.  We  could  have  dis- 
pensed with  a  mnch  greater  sum  at  that  period. 
Our  flinds  were  then  ample,  and  by  some  it  was 
supposed  almost  inexhaustible.  But  the  as- 
pect of  afiUrs  had  undergone  a  great  change. 
And  now  our  circumstances  were  such  that 
we  could  dispense  with  nothing  in  Jnalice  to  ' 
those  claims  which  would  come  aponue  Treas- 
ury daring  the  present  yew.  There  were  now 
from  three  to  four  millions  in  the  Treasni7,  ac- 
cording to  any  account,  and,  upon  this  point, 
■tatemente  differed.  At  any  rate,  it  was  dear, 
that,  with  all  the  funds  in  our  poasessiott,  ana 
tU  that  were  to  be  received,  Government  would 
have  a  scan^  amount  to  meet  the  expenses 
which  would  occur  beyond  the  estimates.  The 
revenue  promised  this  year  was  much  smaller 
than  usual,  in  proportion  to  the  demauda  of  the 
country ;  and  he  fUlly  believed  we  should  reach 
the  end  of  our  money  with  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  this  condition  of  Uiings,  it  was  certainly  not 
a  time  to  reduce  the  income.  This  was  not 
the  only  redaction  proposed  dnriiv  the  year. 
A  bill  had  been  reported  to  diminish  the  duty 
on  wine.  TheobiJeot  was  said  to  be  to  encour- 
age a  greater  consumption  that  article,  and 
thus  increase  the  revenue.  In  regard  to  wine, 
thb  effect  might  be  produced ;  but  it  certduly 
would  not  be  in  reducing  the  doty  on  salt  As 
to  teas,  we  were  abaolirtely  foroed  to  make  a 
great  redaction  of  the  revenue,  or  witness  an 
entire  stagnation  of  the  trade  in  that  article. 
Every  member  of  the  Senate  understood  the 
eanae  of  this.  Formerly,  we  had  no  rival  in 
the  importation  of  teas,  and  this  oonntry,  to  a 
con^derable  extent,  supplied  the  consumption 
in  the  British  provinces.  But,  witJiin  the  last 
two  years,  immense  (quantities  had  been  im- 
ported by  the  East  India  Company  into  Canada, 
free  of  dnt7,  which  enabled  tiie  Britif^  mer- 
chant to  supply  our  population  at  a  very  low 
rate.  Thb  article^  then,  of  the  revenue,  we 
must  inevitably  reduce,  or  abandon  the  compe- 
tition with  the  British  merchants.  As  to  other 
branches  of  our  revenae,  he  did  not  think  any 
improvement  could  be  anticipated  at  present. 
Some  persons  supposed  that  an  increase  of  im- 
portation, during  the  current  year,  would  be  a 
nataral  consequence  of  its  deficiency  last  year ; 
hut  he  was  not  of  that  opinion.  He  was  sen^- 
ble  that  this  revulsion  might  be  expected  with 
reason ;  but  he  believed  Tt  was  looked  for  too 
soon.  He  anticipated  no  increase  of  imports, 
either  this  year  or  next  The  reflux  would  not 
be  so  rapid  as  was  imagiiied ;  nor  would  the 
change  happen  in  less  Uian  two  years.  Nor 
was  lie  of  <^inioii  that  pmdenee  diotated  the 
repeal  of  the  dnfy  on  salt 
Mr.  VooDmisT.— The  ol|j60t  aad  taidenQy  of 


this  bin  had,  by  some  abroad,  been  misundM* 
stood ;  and  by  others,  misrepresented.  Stand- 
ing, as  may  be  thought,  in  some  degree  in  a 
paternal  rel^on  to  the  measure,  it  might  be 
expected  ^at  he  fthonld  attempt  to  oorreet 
these  errors,  and  vindicate  it  from  the  numo 
ous  oldeotions  with  which  it  had  been  assailed. 
The  bill,  as  you  well  know,  Hr.  Pretident,  was 
not  iutendecl  to  injure  the  fisheries;  nothing  of 
that  kind  being  either  implied  or  expressed  in 
its  provisions.  But,  its  legitimate  operation 
will  be  to  ud  the  fishermen,  la  common  with 
all  other  consumers  of  imported  salt.  Neither 
is  it  gotten  up  in  hostility  to  roanufacturera^ 
nor  will  it  prove  Injarious  to  any  due  enconr^ 
agement  of  them.  Juat  as  little,  also,  is  it 
oolated  to  endanger  the  financi^  operatiww  of 
the  Govenimen^  as  permanently  established 
for  peace,  or  as  they  nappen  to  exist  at  the 
present  moment  Ilie  principle  of  the  bill  Is 
altt^ther  different,  and  lies  witbin  a  cnnf^e  in- 
^\tj.  It  is  this :  Ought  not  a  war-tax — a  tax, 
imposed  merely  to  meet  the  great  exigencies  of 
such  a  crisis — a  tax,  temporary  at  its  com- 
mencement, exorbitant  In  amount,  and  partial 
in  its  operation — ought  not  snch  a  tax  to  be 
now  lessened?  Tfaat  is  the  question.  Now, 
after  twelve  years  of  plenty  and  peace,  and  af- 
ter the  fbllest  examination  by  committees  has 
shown  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  aid^ 
rat&er  than  ii^ure  the  fisheries — will  not  moA- 
bly  affect  the  present  opwationsof  the  Ttei»> 
ury,  or  any  permanent  branches  ctf  the  reve- 
nue, n<H*  leave  our  manuftcturers  of  domeatie 
salt  without  a  proteotion,  as  great  as  is  extend- 
ed  to  any  article  of  a  similar  character,  in  the 
whole  tariff— these  various  eireumstancea  bear- 
ing on  the  bill,  shall  be  adverted  to  as  briefly 
as  possible.  But,  the  paramount — the  primary 
object — is  to  ascertain  if  the  present  duty  be 
indeed  a  war-tax,  Wben  I  call  the  present 
duty  on  salt  a  war-tax,  it  is  not  byway  of  rhe- 
torical figure,  or  for  effect  upon  any  honest 
prejudice ;  but,  it  ia  to  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  true  orij^n  of  the  duty,  as 
tending  strongly  to  illnstrate  the  opinion,  that, 
not  having  been  derigned  for  theatate <tf  things 
in  peace,  it  is  too  liU^  and  unequal  for  any 
legitimate  purposes,  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  country. 

Gentiemen  well  remember,  that,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  our  late  war,  salt  was  entirely  free 
from  even  the  smallest  duty.  It  was  not  till 
July,  1813,  in  a  state  of  obstinate  hostilities, 
under  a  diminished  revenue,  with  extraordinary 
expenditures,  and  accompanied  by  great  finan- 
cial embarrassments,  that  the  present  tax  was 
imposed.  It  is  well  known,  that,  in  such  a 
condition  of  public  afi^rs,  all  ordinary  rules  of 
taxation  must  bend.  They  must  yield  far 
enough  to  meet  the  controlling  necessities  of 
the  countrr.  The  necessaries  o€  life  most  then 
snlmiit  to  be  borthened  as  well  as  its  luxniies ; 
and  t^  poor,  in  nnnmon  with  the  ricli,  must 
tiien  defend  thrir  hearths  and  altars  by  large 
oontribotiona and lai^ SMrifioea.  Itisonsacn 
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ocoasioDS  atHjy  that  salt,  though  an  article  of 
the  first  importance  to  all  classes,  may  properly 
be  subjected  to  a  great  tax.  Because  it  is  thus 
mbjected  in  common  with  the  soil  we  till  for 
oar  daily  bread,  and  with  the  houses  that  g^ve 
US  daily  shelter  from  the  weather.  It  is  true, 
I  grant,  that  the  great  bulk  and  weight  of  salt, 
oompured  with  its  value,  and  that  its  universal 
Use,  often  induce  Governments,  in  these  exigen- 
cies of  war,  to  select  it  for  the  most  severe  tax- 
atitm,  in  prefbrenoe  to  other  neoesBaries;  be- 
cause, fw  tiieee  reasnts,  H  is  man  diffiodlt  to 
be  nat^^ed,  and  more  oertdn  to  yield  a  rev»< 
nne.  uiese  draanwtaiioea,  it  is  mamfest, 
finnish  no  reason  for  the  tax  itsdf ;  and  in  an 
Mpedal  manner,  when  t|ie  tax  operates  exoln- 
Mveiy  on  a  sin^e  section  of  a  country.  The 
tnn  reason  for  the  tax  itself,  is  the  controlling 
emergency  of  the  oocanon-r-the  stem  neoessi- 
ties  of  war;  and  I  tmst  that  no  fair-minded 
poUtician  can  ever  repeat  again  and  again  the 
incidental  circumstances  before  named,  as  the 
tme  reason  for  either  imposing  or  retaining  a 
tax  BO  exorbitant,  nneqnal,  and  oppressive. 
Another  decidve  proof  that  it  was  deemed, 
whoi  imposed,  a  mere  war-tax,  is  the  express 
limitaUon  of  its  continuance  in  the  act  of  Oon- 
greas  to  only  <hw  year  after  the  war.  Had  it 
Men  Intended  as  a  part  of  the  permanent  sys- 
tem of  our  revenue,  or  merely  as  a  protection 
to  mannCacturerg,  why  this  limitation  f 

Again :  The  history  of  our  country,  whidi 
on  uiis  point  cannot  deceive  us,  shows,  that, 
when  the  duty  had  onoe  before  been  increased, 
in  1T97,  as  high  as  twenty  cento,  it  was  im- 
posed as  a  quasi  war-tax  on  account  of  our  dif- 
ficulties with  France.  Then,  too,  was  a  limita- 
tion of  it  to  three  years — and  never  afterwards, 
till  totally  repealed,  was  it  continued  without 
an  express  protestation,  in  the  act  itself,  that  It 
was  not  to  become,  fbr  any  purpose,  either  of 
revenne  or  {nvtect^n, «  permanent  part  of  our 
tariff  system. 

■  Oar  statesmen,  at  both  periods,  had  numer- 
ous examples  befinre  them,  md  we  now  have  still 
more,  tiiat  a  large  tax  on  this  article  was  li^a- 
dicioas,  and  inappropriate  to  any  but  a  state  of 
war;  and  that  tben,  as  before  remu-ked,  it  hod 
chiefly  for  its  apolo^  the  great  tyrant  necessi- 
ty — the  ^reat  principle  of  self-preservation,  and 
ue  right  of  Government  to  all  ctmstitutional 
means  most  likely  to  preaore  tlw  endangered 
safety  of  the  Republic 

'When  the  feelings  of  mankind,  on  any  one 
subject,  in  difi^rrait  nations  and  ages,  thus  coin- 
cide, it  is  a  pretty  sure  indication  of  their  cor- 
rectness. If  a  mm  salt  tax  in  peace,  then,  has 
justly  been  the  whorrmoe  of  manldnd  in  aU 
time,  BometMag  has  alw^  been  tiioa^t,  and 
Bhomdnow  be  thonght  doe  firom  Government 
to  nich  a  nniveraal  sentiment  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  references  upon  this  pdnt, 
when  numerous  instances  are  donbtiess  fresh 
in  their  recollection;  and  when  none  of  as 
can  have  foi^ten  tiie  eloquence  upon  this 
subject,  which  was  displayed  in  the  Senate  at 


our  last  session,  from  the  gentlemen,  both  ott 
my  right  and  my  left.  Permit  me,  a  moment, 
to  appeal  merely  to  what  has  oeuured  within 
our  own  brief  lives.  Have  we  not  seen  tha 
salt  tax,  or  gaballe,  in  France,  fliet  imposed  as 
a  war-tax,  become  one  of  those  wide-spread 
and  odious  oppressions,  most  instnunental  in 
rousing  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in 
their  late  Revolution?  A  tax  ur  more  bar- 
thensome  and  exeori^  than  even  the  tax  upon 
tea  in  our  own  Berolntion.  Let  it  not  be  foi^ 
gotten  that  there,  as  here,  it  had  onumaieed 
as  a  war-tax :  and  had  been  remitted  and  r»* 
nonnoed  at  different  periods,  till,  ondw  new 
pretexts,  it  slid  into  a  permanent  peace  impost, 
equalling  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Empire.  So  steal thllke  and  abswb- 
ing  is  generally  the  character  of  power  when 
abused ;  and  if  no  peocefol  correction  is  in  time 
made  by  rulers,  the  people  themselves,  in  some 
great  crins,  are  generally  inclined  to  inflict 
fearful  retribution. 

The  tax  on  salt  began  in  the  same  way  in 
England,  and  fiuctnated  in  amount,  and  was 
suspended  on  various  occaeiona.  But  the  vast 
expenses  of  her  continental  wan,  had,  prior  to 
the  year  1816,  comp<^led  her,  as  a  measure  of 
unavoidable  neoesd^,  jxader  sach  pressnrei^  to 
increase  her  exdse  on  salt  to  IS  ahiUioga  stei^ 
ling  per  bnshel,  when  used  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, and  from  two  to  six  shillings  as  qsm  in 
varioos  other  specified  ways.  These,  too,  having 
began  in  war,  and  at  first  being  limited  in  dura- 
tion— both  rulers  and  ruled  felt  it  had  swollen 
with  emergencies  to  a  most  oppresdve  burtiien. 
Tfaoy  understood  the  principle  on  which  it 
stood,  and  that  it  was  fast  beginning  to  be  inoor- 
porated  into  her  permanent  ^stem  of  revenue ; 
and  though  they  at  first  resisted  a  repeal,  on 
argumento  similar  to  those  advanced  yesterday 
and  to-day ;  yet  the  natural  hatred  to  such  a 
tax  in  peace,  the  strong  sense  of  justice  among 
her  atateamen,  and  the  paternal  n^ard  of  the 
Qovaimnent  towards  ita  agrioaltonu  sul^ecta^ 
at  length  overcame  every  obstaele.  All  oppo- 
ution  to  its  repeal  was  in  the  end  prostrated, 
and  in  Hf^,  1822,  provision  was  made  for  the 
gradual  removal  of  the  wh(^e  excise. 

Mr.  Smth,  of  South  Carolhta,  observed,  that 
he  had  bat  littie  to  s^^  at  first  on  this  bill,  and, 
since  the  gentieman  mnn  Kew  Hampshire  bad 
so  fiiUy  treated  it,  he  had  now  much  less.  The 
manufacture  of  salt  was  mostljr  in  the  hands 
of  great  capitalists :  the  two  millions  invested 
in  the  Massachusetts  manufactories,  belonged, 
in  all  probability,  to  the  wealthy  portion  of  the 
people ;  nor  would  the  reduction  of  the  dnty 
mjnre  the  poor  and  labwing  daaaea  cS  sodety. 
To  look  only  to  Kew  Ton,  it  was  admitted 
tiiat  about  one  milUon  bnshela  was  produced 
there,  which,  according  to  his  calculation,  at  a 
dnty  of  ten  cents  per  bushel,  would  pay  one 
hundred  and  twen^-five  thousand  doUars  into 
the  State  Treasury — not  to  the  pnblic  fbnd  <^ 
the  country.  He  did  not  know  hefore  that  so 
la^  a  aom  was  leaUaad  by  any  ct  the  Statoa 
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team  an  Impost  <m  so  eaamtial  ui  article,  both 
to  health  and  life :  for,  without  it,  both  man 
and  beast  dwindled  from  th^  native  strength 
and  vigor,  and  th«  poor  man  who  lab<ured,  in 
proportion  to  Us  labca^  Uie  more  required 
this  indiq>en8able  article.  The  fiumers,  ^read 
throagh  onr  cotmlry,  and  who  were  not  only 
the  most  numerous,  but  really  the  most  useful 
elsss  of  our  community,  required  large  quanti- 
ties of  salt  for  themseleves  and  for  their  stock. 
In  relation  to  the  Utter,  e]q>erience  teaches  us 
that  the  use  of  salt  is  not  to  be  supplied  bj  any 
•ther  ingredient  of  food.  A  statement  has 
been  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Kew  Hamp- 
shire, which  eataUished  the  &ot  that  th«  nae 
(tf  salt  increaaed,  to  a  vast  amonnt,  the  wei^t 
and  value  of  stook,  and  made  a  madi  sm^^er 
portion  of  food  reqninte.  If,  then,  this  article 
was  so  vitally  necessary  to  the  ^rionltariats  of 
oar  country,  it  ought  to  be  as  free  and  un- 
restrained by  duty  or  imposts,  as  it  was  in  th? 
power  of  Congress  to  make  it  They  were 
told  that  tihe  treasury  would  be  druned;  but 
this,  with  him,  was  not  a  su£Bcient  reason  for 
retaining  a  heavy  duty  upon  an  article  of  such 
oomnion  and  constant  necessity.  They  were 
told  also,  that  the  duties  on  other  articles  must 
be  reduced ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  no 
one  required  it  so  much  as  salt ;  for  no  one 
extended  so  oniversally  to  the  food  of  all 
daases,  or  oould  be  taxed  with  an  effoct  of  so 
general  a  natnre.  In  refodiq;  to  take  off  the 
doty  npoB  salt,  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  a  palpable  inconsistency,  not  to  say  in  an 
act  of  injustice.  While  they  were  giving  mil- 
Uona  to  other  objects,  and  lavishing  the  public 
money  aa  though  their  resources  were  endless, 
was  it  reasonable  to  refbse  so  small  a  remittance 
as  was  contemplated  by  this  bill,  to  the  most 
laborious  uid  useful  class  of  society!  The 
brigades  of  en^eers  who  had  been  spread  up 
and  down  through  the  country,  during  the  last 
year,  had  absorbed  one  million  from  the  treas- 

S i  tad  yet  there  was  an  nnwillmgness  to 
a  off  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollara,  to  re* 
Hen  tho  poor  and  indnstrions  agriculturists. 
The  State  of  Hew  York,  where  sut  was  pro- 
duced In  abundance'  from  the  Syracuse  &nd 
other  salt  works,  laid  a  heavy  impost  upon  t^e 
wtide,  equal  to  that  which  would  remain  upon 
the  imported  salt,  after  the  reduction  contem- 

Slated  in  this  bill  should  take  place.  Bnt  Mr. 
.  had  been  informed  that  the  arliole  could  be 
mano&otured  on  the  Kenawha,  in  Virginia, 
for  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel,  and,  after 
having  been  transported  hundreds  of  miles, 
might  be  afforded  at  twenty  cents  per  bnshel. 
This  statement  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
manufacturers  were  able  to  make  a  small  divi- 
dend with  the  oonsuming  oommunity.  On 
ottier  manuiiiotured  articles  they  had  taken  off 
flie  vw  duties:  for  instance,  on  foreign  mm 
the  duties  had  been  greatly  diminished.  It 
was  true,  it  might  be  ui^ed  that  good  rum  was 
a  good  thing,  and  some  of  us,  perbfuu,  are  fond 
of  it»  It  was^  howevwi  madj  a  luxuy,  and 


could  well  be  dispensed  with ;  ^nd,  what  vas 
far  worse,  it  was  considered,  justly,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  curses  which  could  be  invoked 
tot  the  destruction  of  human  happiness,  and, 
indeed,  he  might  say,  human  life.  They  mi^t 
almost  as  well  attempt  to  reduce,  as  had  been 
intimated  yesterday,  the  price  of  drunkenness 
to  one  cent,  and  of  dead  drunkenness  to  two 
cents — as  was  the  case  in  En^and — as  thus 
keep  down  the  prices  of  ardent  spirits;  hot 
ibej  could  not  afford  to  take  off  a  &w  cents  on 
the  price  of  salt,  necessary  to  all  classes,  even 
to  sustain  existence ;  that  it  was  so  essential 
that  it  was  used  in  greater  abunduoe,  by  the 
poor  than  by  the  rich,  he  bdieved,  ccndd  axA 
be  disputed.  The  rich  man  did  not  need  it  so 
much;  he  had  other  seasoidng  for  his  food. 
Spices  and  peppers  entered  into  the  compo^ 
tion  of  the  savoury  dishes  which  graced  his 
table ;  and  even  Madeira  wine  found  its  way 
into  the  sauces  in  which  his  food  was  cooked. 
If^  then,  one-half  of  the  dnUes  on  wines  was 
to  he  taken  off,  they  would  cheapen  ^e  season^ 
ing  of'  the  ricbi  man*s  viands,  and  render  it 
more  accessible ;  while,  by  ret^ning  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  only  article  of  seasoning  within  the 
reach  of  tho  poor,  would  at  the  same  time  re- 
main heavily  burtiiened.  Did  gentlemen  call 
tills  extending  equal  justice  to  ml  He  would 
make  one  rraurk  on  the  Bult}eot  of  war  dutic^ 
which  he  believed  had  escaped  tiie  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  and  it  was  tiio  only  one 
that  had  escmed  him.  "When,  during  the  late 
war,  the  hi^  duties  were  imposed  on  various 
articles,  they  were  included  in  one  bill,  and 
salt  was  among  them.  The  bill  passed  in  the 
Senate,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House ;  and 
the  only  article  which  was  stricken  out  by  that 
body  was  salt,  a  duty  on  which,  it  was  argued, 
was  too  oppressive  and  odious.  Nor  could  it 
be  reinstated  in  the  bill  without  great  exer- 
tions, nor  until  a  pledge  was  given  by  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  that  the  tax  on  salt 
should  be  removed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
war  had  long  passed  mraj ;  but  this  oppressive 
tax  still  stood  its  ground.  War,  he  would  al- 
low, if  he  ini^t  believe  the  statements  and 
arguments  of  every  day,  vari  ahead  of  us :  for 
he  had  scarcely  heard  a  subject  discnased  dur> 
ing  tho  session,  in  which  money  was  touched 
upon,  in  which  war  had  not  been,  in  one  way 
or  another,  alluded  to.  If  a  question  was 
argued,  in  which  the  object  was  an  expenditnra 
of  public  money,  it  was  said  to  be  to  prepare 
for  war.  Or  if  the  design  was  to  save  the 
public  money,  then  the  object  was,  to  provide 
funds  against  a  war.  Bat,  he  hoped,  and  be- 
lieved, that  war  was  far  off;  and  he  should, 
accordinsly,  vote  for  removing  a  wtf-duty. 
Ho  hoped  the  one-half  of  the  present  tax  would 
he  taken  oS,  even  if  appropriationa  fw  some 
other  ol^eets,  in  support  ca  which  Oongress 
had  been  so  bountiftal,  were  curtailed. 

Mr,  Van  Bcbbn  sidd  he  had  no  desire  to  pro- 
long the  disourion  on  the  generol  merits  of  the 
measure  under  cooaiderotion.  The  snliJeothad 
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been  placed  on  its  trae  grounds,  bj  his  col- 
leafpie,  and  those  who  hod  spoken  on  the  same 
side  with  him.  Mr.  V.  B.  concurred  tally  in 
the  views  expressed  hj  his  colleague,  and  was 
unwilling  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  a  repetition  of  matters  which  hod 
already  been  well  and  forcibly  ai^ed.  His 
Bole  object,  in  rising,  was  to  notice  a  remark 
that  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  SmrHj)  in  relation  to  a  subject 
upon  whidi  Hr.  V.  B.  acknowledged  that  he 
felt  no  inoffliBiderable  degree  of  BenBibillty.  He 
alluded  to  the  duty,  alleged  to  hare  been  im- 
posed, by  Kew  York,  on  salt,  manufactured  in 
tiiat  State.  He  might  be  mistaken,  bnt  he 
could  not  perc^TC  what  bearing  that 
stanee  could  properly  hare  on  the  question 
before  the  Senate.  As,  however,  he  could  not 
know  that  others  would  think  as  he  did,  he 
&lt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  a  brief  consideration  of  the  motives  and 
consequences  of  the  act  referred  to.  It  was 
true,  he  sud,  that  a  duty,  of  the  character 
desolbed,  and  to  the  amount,  he  believed,  o£ 
twdve  and  a  half  cents  <ai  tiie  bushel,  had 
been  Imposed,  and  was  eoUeoted  l>y  the  State 
of  Heir  York.  It  was  one  of  the  means  em- 
pli^ed  by  her,  to  moke  and  complete  those 
navigable  communications  between  the  great 
"Vestem  and  Northern  Lakes  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  which  had  been  accompUshed  by  her 
unuded  efforts — works,  he  said,  which,  how- 
ever considered,  must  be  regarded  as  national 
in  their  advantages,  and  which,  if  New  York 
had  been  treated  with  the  same  liberality  that 
has  been  extended  to  other  States,  would,  in 
part,  at  least,  have  been  made  at  the  national 
expense.  Such,  however,  had  not  been  the 
case.  She  asked,  bnt  was  reftased!  ^e 
knocked  at  yonr  doors,  bnt  they  were  not 
opened  to  her.  Bnt,  whilst  she  was  qt(^ing 
her  own  sfaonlders  to  the  wheel,  others  Boficit- 
•d  yon  for  li<^  and  had  been  aaristed  by  the 
dispensation oimilliDns from  the "wtional  treas- 
ury. Thrown  nixHi  her  own  resources,  she 
was  driven  to  toe  alteraative  of  abandoning 
the  great  object  in  view,  or  of  applying  faer 
utmost  means  to  its  accomplishment.  Happily 
die  chose  the  latter  course,  and  the  result  has 
shown  that  she  chose  wisely.  But,  althoagh 
her  success  has  been  signal,  and  the  advantages 
resulting  ftota  it  to  herself  and  the  Union  im- 
mense, her  brilliant  auUcipotions  have  not  been 
realized  withont  the  most  onerons  respcmribili- 
ties.  She  has  saddled  herself  with  a  State 
debt  nearly  eoaal  to  one-eeventh  part  of  the 
vhole  nauoaial  debt  To  meet  the  taiterest, 
and  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  princi- 

Enl  of  that  debt,  the  duty  in  qnestion  had  been 
nposed.  For  the  safety  of  the  public  credit- 
on,  it  had  been  incorporated  in  her  State  Con- 
stitution. Until  the  specific  objects,  for  which 
it  was  adopted,  are  effected,  it  must  remain. 
CongresB  may,  in  its  wisdom,  diminish  its 
value,  but  the  State  X^slature  cannot  abandon 
it,  if  even  th^  were  so  incUned.  Bnt  they  are 
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not.  lu  its  impoution,  tiie  State  has  0017 
exercised  its  undonbted  right,  for  its  own,  as 
well  as  the  general  good.  She  has  no  cause 
for  regret,  nor  have  others  for  complaint. 
What  legitimate  influence,  this  he  bef^ed  to 
know,  ought  the  circnmstance  to  have  upon 
the  decision  of  the  question  before  ^e  Senate. 
Had  the  duty  referred  to  Torked  an  injury  to 
those  who  used  the  imported  salt?  Had  it 
raised  the  price  of  the  arUde  t  Certunly  not. 
If  any  effect  was  produced,  it  must  be  th^  <k 
reduction,  in  conseijuenoe  d  the  competition 
it  produced.  Had  it  operated  ii^nrionsly  on 
any  other  interest  f  If  it  had,  he  widied  gen- 
tlemen who  objected  to  it  to  point  out  what 
those  interests  were.  He  was  entirely  confident 
that  none  could  be  shown.  Bnt  its  claims  to 
the  favor  of  all  just  and  liberal  men  stood  on 
stronger  grounds  than  its  n^ative  character. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  price  of  salt  depends 
principally  upon  its  transportation,  which,  from 
tlie  nature  of  the  article,  makes  it  come  very 
high  to  the  consumer,  in  many  parts  of  the 
country.  He  averred,  and  ref^red  to  the 
Senators  from  Vermont  for  the  ccnrectness  ttf 
his  statement,  that,  in  that  State,  t^e  price  <^ 
salt,  to  the  oonsumer,  had  been  reduced  mrae 
than  fifty  per  cent,  since  the  completion  of  the 
New  York  canals,  and  through  thdr  means* 
The  same  was  the  case  with  all  the  country 
bordering  on  Lake  Champlain,  or  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  the  lakes  farther  West,  including  the  State 
of  Ohio ;  and  the  some  effect,  though  not  to  as 
great  an  extent,  was  produced  in  many  other 
ports  of  the  Union.  Such  is  now  the  case; 
but  what  will  be  the  condition  of  things  when 
the  navigable  communications  which  the  State 
of  Ohio  has,  to  her  high  honor,  undertaken  to 
effect,  by  her  own  means,  and  which  are  rapid- 
ly progresring  to  the  accomplishment,  are 
completed!  Why,  the  advantages  now  en- 
joyed, in  this  Kspect,  by  Vermpnt,  will  be 
common  to  most,  if  not  all,  the  Western  States. 
He  put  it,  therefore,  to  the  justice  and  candor 
of  the  Senate,  whether  the  fact  that  New  Yortc 
hod,  for  such  purposes,  and  under  such  dr^ 
cumstances,  imposed  a  dnty  upon  salt,  manu- 
factured in  that  State,  was  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint to  others,  or  ought  to  have  en  adverse 
influence  upon  the  question  before  tlie  Senate. 
He  asked,  whether,  after  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment had  refused  her  aid  to  New  York,  she 
ought  now,  by  her  Legislature^  to  cripple  that 
State,  in  the  means  necessary  to  her  redempticai 
— means  indispensable  to  the  speedy  paymoit 
of  a  debt,  which  should  be  r^arded  as  sacred 
by  the  wnole  Union,  on  account  of  the  great 
cause  in  which  it  bad  been  incurred,  m  re- 
quested gentlemm  to  consider  whether  such  a 
course  would  evince  that  just  r^ard  for  the  in- 
dividual interests  of  the  States  compoang  the 
Confederacy,  which  it  was  the  tnie  policy  of 
the  Federal  Government  at  all  times  to  mani- 
fest He  humbly  hoped  that  there  could  be 
but  one  answer  to  tliat  qnestion.  So  far  from 
furnishing  an  aignmoit  in  &vor  of  the  biU|  if 
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there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  means 
under  consideration  woold  have  the  tendency 
he  deprecated,  that  of  itself  shonld  oonatitate 
an  otijection  to  its  adoption. 

Hr.  y.  B.  said,  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  know 
that  there  was  no  man  to  whom  he  could,  with 
greater  safety,  make  thii  appeal  in  behalf  of 
ihe  jost  rights  of  the  State  he  represented,  than 
the  vorthr  Senatw  from  South  Oarolina.  The 
last  and  liberal  seadments  wMch  had,  throogh 
liltB^  di^ngaiehed  the  paUio  course  of  that 
genQeman,  was,  with  tfr.  Y;  B.,  a  snfflcloit 
guarantee  that  his  appeal  wonld,  at  least,  meet 
with  the  most  favorable  consiueration.  Kor 
cotdd  he  deceive  himself  in  believing  that  the 
first  and  hasty  impressions  which  this  circnm- 
Btanoe  had  produced,  would,  upon  a  moment^s 
reflection,  be  removed,  and  the  question  decid- 
ed on  its  own  proper  merits.  He  might,  he 
said,  enla^  upon  the  topics  which  had  been 
already  urged  against  the  bill.  Bnt  if  the 
present  greatly  depressed  state  of  the  treasniy, 
and  the  other  w^hty  conaderations  already 
advanoed,  were  not  smftoient  to  deter  gentle- 
men from  flirther  eiperiments  npon  the  pabUc 
levemie,  nothiog  tbaX  he  oonld  etqr  would  pro- 
dnoe  that  effeet. 

Hr.  Branch  observed,  that  It  wonld  be  nn- 
jnst  to  the  people  he  represented  should  he 
not  refer  to  the  subject  at  present  under  con- 
sideration. The  matter  had  already  been  ably 
treated,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  entor  at  full 
into  the  arguments  which  suggested  themselves 
to  him.  He  felt  grateful  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  Hampshire  fbr  the  highly  satisfactoiy 
manner  in  which  he  had  supported  this  bill. 
Tliat  gentleman  had  introduced  Hub  measure 
into  tne  Senate  last  year ;  and  it  was  the  first, 
and,  he  might  also  aay,  the  last  attempt  which 
bad  been  made  to  effect  any  important  object 
tor  the  ben^t  of  the  apicnltural  class  of  so- 
dety.  But,'  rir,  said  Hr.  B.,  the  agriculturists 
do  not  generally  want  assistance ;  they  know 
that  le^alatioa  cannot  be  well  applied  to  them, 
and  th^  tiiate  tme  interest  is  to  be  let  alone. 
They  only  need  protection  to  prevent  the  other 
olassea  of  community  from  thrusting  thdr  hands 
into  their  pockets,  and  depriving  them  of  their 
liardly  gauied  earnings.  He  eupported  this 
bill  because  he  knew  uiat  its  provisions  merely 
extended  justice  to  the  class  of  socuety  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent ;  but,  even  were 
it  for  their  benefit,  he  would  not  support  this, 
or  ai^  other  bill,  were  it  not  founded  on  the 
inimitable  principles  of  Justice.  And  why  did 
tha  gentlemen  from  Uidne  and  New  York  op- 
poM  U?  Bad  fh^  the  balance  of  reascm  on 
their  ride  f  He  oertainly  thought  not  But  it 
was  for  the  interests  of  the  people  they  repre- 
■Mited ;  and  tfieir  mdeavors  were  to  ^fend 
tbe  {^«at  salt  works  of  New  York,  and  the 
fisheries  of  Uaine,  from  any  measure  which 
seemed  likeW  to  iiyore  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Hew  Hampshire,  however,  had  complete- 
ly Iwoken  down  their  reasoning.  He  had 
dwim  that  it  was  an  <^weedTe  duty,  ctm- 


menciog  during  the  war,  which  had  now  a 
partial  and  oppressive  effect  upon  the  agricul- 
tural oommTmity.  Why  should  the  farmers  be. 
subjected  to  suui  a  heavy  tax  on  an  article  so 
necessary  to  them  f  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
pass,  because  its  effect  would  be  to  keep  the 
bauds  of  others  out  of  the  pockets  of  tbe  farm- 
era,  who,  with  less  protection  than  was  bestow- 
ed on  any  other  class,  did  far  more  than  auy 
other  for  the  general  good  of  the  body  poliUo. 
It  was  now  the  piping  time  of  peace,  a^  rea- 
son and  justice  diotated  that  a  bnrthensome  tax^ 
levied  during  war,  should  be  removed.  It  had 
been  shown  that  we  had  an  exuberant  treasury 
— perhaps  less  so  now  than  usual — bnt  ample 
for  any  national  or  beneficial  purpose.  Con- 
gress was  lavish  of  the  public  money  on  every 
new  project  proposed,  and  surely  tiie  formers 
received  the  least  of  it.  Certainly,  in  this  on» 
instance,  it  behooved  Congress  to  grant  the 
people  this  privilege,  and  take  off  this  heavy- 
burthen.  He  could  not  add  to  the  force  of 
what  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  had> 
said ;  and  he  might  detract  tnm  it ;  be  shoold,' 
th^efore,  simply  remark,  that  he  tniated  tha- 
bill  woold  pass,  thai  the  farmers,  and  even  the 
dnmb  animals  «  creation,  might  no  longer  be 
restricted,  b;^  an  odions  taxation,  frran  the  frea 
and  unrestrained  e^Joymoit  of  vm  bouities  of 
nature. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  tiiird  rea^g,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bruich,' 
Cbondler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Havne, 
King,  Knight,  Uocon,  Randolpb,  Reed,  Rowan, 
Smith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of  8.  0.,  White,  WSley,  Wit- 
Uams,  Woodbory— 22. 

KATB.—XeaBra.  Barton,  BooUny,  Chase,  Clayton, 
DIekerson,  Findlaj,  Headrieki,Soimes,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Johnston  of  Lou.,  Kane,  Harks,  Koble, 
Bidgely,  Robbins,  Rug^es,  Saadford,  S^monr, 
Thomas,  Tan  Baren — 20. 

UoNDAT,  February  6* 
Th6  Duty  on  Salt. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  in  part,  the 
duty  on  imported  salt,  was  read  tne  third  time ; 
and  the  qoeatlon  being  stated  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill- 
Mr.  RiDOKLT  said  he  did  not  think  tbe  present 
state  of  the  revenue  such  as  to  make  it  proper 
for  Congress  to  cut  off  any  of  its  sources. 
Much  had  been  said  of  t^e  balance  which  wonld 
remain  in  the  treasnry  after  the  payment  <tf 
the  upenses  of  tbe  year  and  Hm  dnking  fiond. 
But  he  was  oonvinoed  tbat  tiie  amomit  tiie 
balance  whiob  would  be  left  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress  bad  been  mnch  overrated.  He  hod 
examined  the  qoesti^m  with  considerable  att«i> 
tion,  and  he  was  confident  that  the  balance^ 
instead  of  bdng,  as  some  had  supposed,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  fonr  millions,  would  not  be 
more  than  one  milUtm  fonr  or  five  hundred 
thousand  doUara. 
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[Here  Ur.  ^dgely  exhibited  »  detailed  view  of 
the  finaocee,  showing  thmt  Uiere  would  be  ft  defi* 
dency  of  kbore  $700,000  In  the  nun  to  b«  ■ppUad 
to  the  Snking  Fnod.] 

l£r.  BiDWLT  said  he  would  sabmit  to  the 
Saiuto  whetlier  any  of  cor  resonreet  ong^t  to 
Iw  oat  off  under  mtcb  drcanutanoetf.  With 
Um  it  WM  not  DOT  a  qaeitioD  whether  the 
lednotion  oontempUted  was  one  vhich,  in  a 
suffe  &T(H«hle  state  of  thiun  ongfat  to  be 
made.  He  directed  his  Btteown  aotely  to  the 
eomdition  of  the  rerenne,  and  in  that  he  thought 
might  be  found  the  most  ooncluuve  reasonmg 
agunat  any  rednctaou  of  dnties,  whetb«r  on 
aut  or  any  other  commodity. 

Hr.  BifitH,  of  Md.,  said,  he  felt  under  oUin> 
tlon  to  the  gBDtlenum  from  Delaware  for  vae 
eorreotneaa  with  which  ho  had  stated  the  condi- 
tio of  the  rerenne.  He  had  ezidoioed  the 
ml^eat  as  it  was.  The  gentleman  had,  ako, 
stated  what  had  not  oome  before  under  the 
obsemtioa  of  Hr.  Bvxih,  that  there  was  a 
deSdney  in  the  estimates  of  the  enmsit  ^ar 
«f  half  a  millioB.  3Cr.  8.  beliered  that  state- 
aunt  was  oomot:  and  he  thonc^t  it  shoold 
have  made  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Secn«tary 
of  the  Treasnry  to  hare  informed  Ooogresa  of 
the  discrepancy  by  a  special  message,  so  that 
attention  might  hare  been  bestowea  upon  it. 
It  was  much  to  the  credit  of  the  goitleman 
from  Delaware  that  he  had  discovered  the 
deficiency,  and  it  was  not  much  to  the  honor 
of  hhnself  r.  &.]  that  he  shoold  have  over- 
looked it.  From  the  statement  he  had  seen^be 
sow  believed  that  deficiency  existed.  The 
Senate  oui^  to  feel  obligated  to  the  genUeman 
fer  the  ei^iodtion.  It  would  torn  their  atton- 
tioo  to  the  state  of  oar  finanoes,  and  induce 
Onigress  to  lodt  to  the  means  <rf  the  Montiy  be- 
fere  th^  engaged  in  lavish  expendltores.  This 
was  not  now  ckme  snfflciently :  for  all  were  too 
mooh  addicted  to  ToUng  away  large  sums,  with- 
out saffiiuently  ezaniinuig  into  the  means  at  onr 
disposal.  It  was  on  acooont  of  not  doing  so 
last  year  tliat  they  found  themselves  involved 
in  thar  present  difficulties.  Ad  estimate  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Government  had  been  made 
fonneiiy  by  iSi.  Lowndes;  uid,  by  the  reports 
laid  before  Ooogress  this  session,  the  expeodi- 
tore  last  rear  exceeded  the  estimato  no  less  than 
three  millions.  Ue  nir.  S.]  thooght  it  s  salu- 
taiy  oooorrenoe  for  ttie  finanoes  of  the  country 
to  rnt  occasionally  into  diffionl^.  It  was  tw 
on&  state  of  things  that  ootul  bring  about 
retrenohmrat.  It  was  so  formerly,  and  it 
alwqrs  would  be  so.  He  had  never  found 
GoD^flSs  willing  to  redaoe  the  expenditure  of 
the  Government  until  forced  to  by  neoescdty. 
'Weflad  that,  on  a  former  oocarion,  ue  Ghorem- 
ment  was  pressed  hard,  and  Ooogress  was 
broufiht  to  the  necessity  of  unog  strict  eoonomy. 
They  did  so,  and  what  was  the  result  I  In  less 
than  three  years  the  Treaaun^  was  overflowing. 
The  worst  of  thie — ^indeed  the  only  evil  e^ct 
arising  bum  it— wa^  that  every  one  somncd  to 
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think  that  it  would  alw^  remain.  So  fhr  had 
this  opinion  been  entertained,  that,  even  this 
year,  they  had  heard  on  elaborate  argument  in 
faror  of  diriding  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  sereral  States.  If  soofa  a  plan  is  feasible, 
surely  Congress  can  afkrd  to  rednoe  the  duty 
on  salt,  the  amount  of  whidi  is  oomparadvdy 
trifling.  But,  while  he  \ilr.  B.]  doubted  the 
poli^  of  the  for  dividiiw  the  sui|diit 
among  the  members  of  the  UnioD,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Oongreas  to 
reduce  the  duly  oa  salt,  because  it  wm  k  their 
power  to  leesen  other  ei^>enditures  to  mert  that 
reduction,  without  incurring  the  oensore  cf 
throwing  away  the  public  money,  as  they  often 
did.  He  knew  that  the  duty  was  imposed 
under  drcumstanoe  that  did  not  afford  a  sano 
tion  for  its  continuance  even  until  this  period. 
At  the  time  that  a  salt  tax  was  first  levied,  the 
country  was  in  difficulty,  we  owed  large  debts, 
and  were  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing, 
evw  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  An 
impost  was  levied  on  salt^wUoh  was  otmaUered 
a  war  dn^,  and  afterwards  removed.  When 
this  impost  was  again  laid  on  salt,  during  the 
last  war,  it  was  a^un  underrtood  to  be  merely 
a  temporary  measure.  But^  after  the  war, 
when  the  tariff  of  1810  was  adopted,  the  doty 
on  every  other  imported  article  was  deOTeaseq 
or  removed,  while  this  odious  tax  was  retained. 
Had  not  the  people  ^at  reoson  to  CMnpI^  of 
this  partial  and  unfair  arrangement  f  So  fiu-  as 
the  revenue  was  concerned,  he  thought  the 
ol^jection  to  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  sust^ed. 
But  tbere  were  othur  points,  bendea  that 
relating  to  the  revenue,  whieh  had  beeo  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  measure.  He  would,  thw»- 
fore,  leave  the  revenue  when  it  waa^  and  say  « 
few  words  oa  the  fisheries  and  mannCutnreiL 
In  respect  to  the  flsheriea,  wlien  this  suldeet 
was  formerly  brought  forward,  and  a  boanQr 
was  firat  propoaed  to  be  given  to  the  fisheries^ 
Hr.  Uadison  otyected  to  the  granting  of  a 
bounty,  as  not  allowed  by  the  consatutirai. 
Hr.  Goodhue,  of  Massaohnaetta,  then  proposed 
the  word  aUowmee,  observing  that  they  oared 
very  little  about  the  word  in  case  tiiey  obt^ed 
the  thing.  The  bill  was  passed,  and  they  did  get 
the  thing;  and,  from  aJl  reports,  it  wpeared 
that  great  frauds  were  oommitted  under  this 
bounty  law.  the  fishermen  became,  in  some 
instances^  smngglera,  and,  althou^^  they  evaded 
the  duty,  received  fK»a  the  Oolleoton  the 
bomitf .  The  tenpcatiim  of  twoity  oMds  am 
the  bushel  was  too  gnat  for  th^r  morali^. 
Thna  injury  was  dwie  both  to  the  importer  and 
to  the  revenue.  If  ConnresB  removed  this 
heavy  datj  so  as  to  lessen  uie  oUeot  of  smog- 
gling,  it  was  altogether  probable  that,  ulti- 
mately, instead  of  reducing  the  revenue,  the 
measure  would,  by  eaudng  an  increased  impor- 
tation, increase  the  revenue;  at  least  that  it 
would  not  be  diminished.  Certainly  the  con- 
sumption of  the  article  for  agrionltural  purposes 
would  be  vastly  increased,  so  that,  although 
the  income  from  this  artiole  would  be  reduoed 
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nomiaally  800,000  dollars,  it  might  iuirly  be 
calcalated  that  no  saoh  redaction  in  the  receipts 
oa  salt  would  take  plaoe.  The  grand  <^ueiitioD, 
however,  seemed  to  be — Can  we  risk  any 
rodactiim  of  the  revenue  1  Can  we  spare  the 
sum  for  a  momentt  To  Urn  he  anawwed,  yes ; 
we  can  do  it  Mving  and  ecoiioniy.  We  con 
■ftwd  to  meet  this  rednotaon,  hj  diminishing 
oarenenditnre  in  other  reqMcts.  It  had  been 
said  tlut  this  reduotion  woold  l^fore  the 
maonfftotares.  117118(1  iqjore  mano&otares 
that  hare  eqjoyed  for  a  long  series  of  years  tbe 
protection  of  an  onerous  war  datyf  I^inre 
manu£actnres  that  have  long  siooe  acrived  at 
maturity,  and,  for  their  benefit,  oontinne  a 
burtheiuome  tax  npon  the  agricaltaral  olasses  ? 
Even  before  the  imposiUon  of  tltis  duty,  they 
were  without  protection,  and  were  prosperous. 
He  tliooght  it  a  great  object  of  legislation  to 
reduce  tbe  expenses  of  living,  as  it  increased  the 
eoooarageraent  to  labor,  and  the  prosperity 
and  comfort  of  all  ranks  of  citizens.  The 
duties  which  had  been  laid  on  many  of  the 
oomforts  and  neeessaries  of  Ufe  hod  mnoh  in- 
creased the  expense  of  fiunilieft— he  thought  he 
might  say,  at  least,  one-holf.  And,  whenever 
any  pcH-tion  of  those  duties  oonld  be  ^miiushed, 
he  was  fully  of  opinioa  that  the  diminution 
ought  to  take  place.  He  had  been  told  that  tbe 
price  of  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  25  cents;  that  it  had  a  duty  to 
y  of  ten  cents ;  and  it  had  l^een  said  in  the 
nate,  that,  taking  away  the  duty,  would  not 
reduce  the  price  of  the  article.  Altbopgh  this 
was  a  doctrine  which  he  never  hod  heard 
before,  and  tlie  philosophy  of  which  he  could 
not  penetrate,  he  was  willing  to  admit  its  truth : 
for,  if  it  was  a  good  theoir,  tiio  redu<Aion  of 
the  doty  contemplated  by  this  bill  00 old  not,  by 
poasilHlity,  injore  the  maautaotorerB  ci  salt 
throughout  the  coantry. 

If  r.  BiTGous  said,  that  he  oonld  not  vote  for 
tbe  bilL  It  was  agreed  that  there  was  a 
defieieuQy  in  the  revenue,  and  that  tbe  state 
o£  the  country  required  rather  on  increase  than 
a  reduction  of  its  resources.  The  argument 
that  this  was  a  war  tax,  bad  not  with  him  as 
great  weight  as  with  some  other  gentlemen; 
and  he  wss  somewhat  perplexed  to  account, 
satis&ctorily,  for  the  manner  of  arguing  made 
Use  of  by  tiie  gentleman  from  UoryTond.  He 
began  by  assenting  to  tbe  statements  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  relation  to  the 
alarming  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  and^n- 
elnded  by  arguing  that  tiiis  is  a  war  tax,  and 
oof^t  to  be  removed.  He  acknowledged  that 
the  Government  reqnlred  all  the  Inoome  it  now 
enjoyed,  yet  he  wiuied  to  remove  this  portion 
of  it.  If  the  eonelDsiooa  of  the  gentieman 
from  Delaware  were  correct,  to  his  mind  it  was 
clear  that  the  reduction  could  not  be  affurded, 
and  that  it  was  impolitic  to  pass  the  bill  at  the 

§ resent  time.  If,  as  bod  been  anpied,  it  was  tlie 
ntyof  Congress  to  take  off  tlie  duty  on  salt,  still 
he  thought  it  onght  nut  to  be  done  until  the 
reveaae  of  tbe  ooontry  is  |daoed  in  a  oooditioa 
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to  bear  the  reduction.  Nor  did  he  think  it 
would  be  equitable  to  remove  tbe  protection 
now  afforded  to  the  manufacturers  of  salt,  with- 
out giving  them  a  little  previous  time  to  prepare 
for  the  ctiange  which  it  would  produce.  By 
soddenly  removing  the  protection,  those  persons 
who  had  invested  large  caintals  In  this  mann- 
iaotore,  and  vho  had  soppoeed  the  law  m>on 
this  snl^eot  settled  and  permanent,  wonld  be 
seriously  iqjored.  Uany  of  them  would  ha 
inevitably  mined  by  the  immediate  operatioa 
of  this  bill.  If  the  tax  was  redncad  at  alL  he 
thought  this  was  not  the  time  for  its  reduction. 
He  oould  not  believe,  with  his  oc^eague,  that 
the  people^  or  any  conaderable  portion  of  them, 
would  be  benefited  by  the  change.  He  had 
received  information  upon  the  sut^ect,  from 
Ohio,  and  that  information  oonnnoed  him  that 
the  bill  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  He  knew  of  one  company  in 
which  eighty  thousand  dollars  were  invested, 
and  a  gi«at  number  of  laborers  employed,  all 
of  whom  wonld  be  deprived  of  then:  oconpa- 
tion,  and  the  capitalists  foroed  to  abandon,  with 

nt  loss,  the  property  invested.  And  If  once 
royed,  how  conld  we  expect,  in  case  of  a 
future  war,  to  restore  at  once  those  manufacto- 
ries which  require  years  to  perfect  th^r  estab- 
lishment? The  doty  had  been  contioaed  twelve 
years,  and  not  an  individual  who  engaged  in  the 
mauu&cture,  ever  dreamed  that  it  was  other 
than  permanent.  As  to  the  scarcity  of  salt  in 
Cincinnati,  the  reason  was  obvious.  The  river 
had  been  m>zen,  and  it  was  impoa^ble  for  the 
merchants  to  obtain  their  supplies.  And  while 
on  this  part  of  his  colleague's  statement,  he 
wonld  ask  if  the  people  of  Ohio  had  ever  peti- 
ti<med  for  protection  from  the  combinations^ 
the  e&ots  <a  which  are  described  as  so  oppres- 
rive  1  If  they  had  not,  there  vas  no  reason  to 
believe  that  (her  vera  desirous  tjf  m  change, 
llie  tmth  seemed  to  be,  that  this  was  a  measure 
got  up  in  the  Senate,  upon  which  the  desires  of 
the  people  had  not  l>een  consulted  or  obtjuoed. 
He  thought  that,  before  a  law  of  the  kind  was 
passed,  the  wishes  of  the  community  onght  to  be. 
consulted:  and  be  doubted  not  their  decision 
would  have  been,  keep  on  tbe  duty  tintil  the 
debts  of  the  nation  are  paid.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  against  the  bilL 

Mr.  Yait  Bdbkx  said,  that  in  tlie  present 
acknowledged  condition  of  the  revenue,  it. 
appeared  improper  to  introduce  any  bill  wliich 
would  tend  to  lessen  the  inoome  of  the  Troas- 
nry.  The  deficiency  of  the  pnblio  Amds  was 
now  rednoed  to  a  oertalnty.  Oongress  began 
this  year  with  the  supposition  that  there  were 
two  and  a  half  millions  in  the  Treasury.  He 
now  understood  that  this  was  nroueons,  and 
that,  owing  to  an  error,  that  amount  most  be 
reduced  to  one  million  four  hnodred  thousand 
dollars,  which,  according  to  the  computation  of 
the  ^ntleman  from  Ddaware,  was  tbe  sum 
remnming  in  tbe  Treasury.  And  this  sum  was 
there  by  reason  of  the  Secretary  having  omitted 
to  pay  the  two  milUona  reserved  as  a  unking 
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ftind.  So  that,  if  the  Treosary  had  pud  its 
obligations,  it  would  have  been  minns  seven 
hnndred  thousand  dollars.  '  The  deficiency 
certainly  occurred  before  the  present  Secretary 
carae  into  office;  but  it  was  a  want  of  faith  on 
the  port  of  the  Government,  in  not  paying  the 
flinidng  fund,  and  the  fourteen  hundrM  Uioosand 
dollars  was  in  the  Treasary,  because  that  fnnd 
had  not  been  pud.  He  monld,  on  the  ground 
of  the  oonditaon  of  the  flnouoes,  oppose  uie  bill 
with  bis  vote. 

Ifr.  Johnston,  (tfLoaiaiana,  said,  that  he  had 
no  donbt  the  gentieman  from  New  York  was 
entirely  mistaken.  The  gentleman  from  Bela- 
ware  had,  in  his  opinion,  mode  a  mistake  of 
half  a  million.  The  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  was  an  ims^nary  sum,  and  much  of 
the  fund  consisted  of  Iwnds.  Tlie  sum  to  he  re- 
served from  the  expenditure,  for  a  sinking  fund, 
i^as  two  millions.  This  could  not  be  paid  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  no 
authority  for  doing  so.  The  gentleman  knew 
that  the  revenoe  had  been,  dnring  the  last  year, 
defhiuded  of  Mie  million,  which  never  Iwppenea 
befiore ;  and  this  would,  in  aoroe  meassre^  ao- 
eouat  for  the  present  condition  of  the  finanoes. 
The  gentleman  from  Haiyland  seemed  to  think 
the  expenditure  of  last  year  an  unreasonable 
one,  as  he  passed  some  general  censnre  on  the 
apfffopriadona.  Hr.  J.  thought,  if  the  gentle- 
man woold  torn  his  attention  to  those  appro- 
priations, he  would  find  them  all-essential.  He 
then  enumerated  the  prominent  objects  to  winch 
money  had  been  appropriated  by  Congress  lost 
year,  and  condoded  by  observing,  that  it  was 
on  error  to  suppose  tlmt  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  the  Government  was  greater  last 
year  than  any  previous  year  ■  as  it  was  not  so. 

Hr.  BiDGELT  conceived  that  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  was  mistaken  in  the  oonstrno- 
tion  ct  the  act  in  relation  to  the  sinking  fnnd. 

Ur.  JoBHBTON  replied,  that  he  spoke  of  the 
act  only  as  it  was  oonstrned  by  the  Oommis- 
noners  of  the  Knking  Fund. 

Ur.  BinasLT  read  the  act.  Of  tlie  surplus  of 
money  in  the  Treasury  after  the  expenditure  of 
the  year,  by  the  fourth  section,  two  millions 
were  to  be  reserved  as  a  permanent  sinlving 
fund.  It  was  admitted  that  there  was  now  due 
to  the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  this  fond, 
the  sum  of  three  millions.  Here,  then,  was  an 
engagement  which  ttie  Treasury  was  not  able  to 
meet,  and  taking  this  fact  alone,  it  did  appear 
that  the  demands  upon  the  Treanuy  conld  not 
be  discharged. 

Hr.  Chandler  said,  that,  although  it  might 
be  uncommon  that  there  were  few  or  no  peti- 
tions in  fiivor  of  redaction  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
yet,  the  duty  on  salt  was  a  ^reat  and  oppressive 
burthen  to  the  agricultural  interest.  As  to  this 
ailment  against  the  bill,  the  Senate  was  every 
day  in  the  hahit  of  acting  upon  hills  introduced 
on  the  uiotifin  of  a  member.  He  considered  it 
of  very  little  importance,  as  to  tiio  merits  of  the 
enbject  It  was  known  that  this  duty  was  a 
tax  levied  during  the  war,  and  to  effect  the  par- 
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poees  of  a  war.  It  was  never  intended  that  it 
should  remtun,  when  that  state  of  things  ceased. 
The  sooner,  therefore,  it  was  taken  o^  the 
sooner  justice  would  I>e  done,  which  had  long 
i)een  delayed.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
RnaoLBs]  seemed  to  think  that,  if  the  tax  was 
removed  at  aD,  it  dionld  have  been  imme^ately 
after  the  war ;  and  that,  now  it  had  been  suffer- 
ed to  remain  ao  long,  it  would  be  a  aeriona  evil 
to  remove  it.  Bat  this  was  not  good  reason- 
ing or  just  pob'cy.  That  gentleman  also  ob- 
jected that  the  people  had  not  generally  peti- 
tioned agaiitst  the  tax.  Bat  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  Uie  dispocMcm  of  the  farmers  of  the 
conntry.  They  were  a  peaceable  dasa,  quietly 
pursuing  their  laborious  occapationa,  who  bfr- 
lieved  uiat  Congress  would  relieve  them,  and 
who  knew  that  the  object  was  in  progress  for 
that  purpose.  They,  therefore^  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  load  the  table  with  complaints  of 
a  burthen  which  they  had  long  and  patiently 
endured,  and  which  they  believed  was  generally 
understood.  Hr.  G.  believed  the  duty  ought  to 
be  removed — he  had  heard  no  aigomoit  ot 
w^e^t  agidnst  the  bill— and  he  knew  no  reoaon 
under  Heaven  why  the  duty  ahoald  be  retained, 
or  Oongresa  ahonid  refbse  to  relieve  the  only 
class  of  people  who,  in  a  time  of  peace,  lal>orea 
under  the  oppression  of  a  war  tax. 

Mr.  Bbanoh  said  the  gentleman  from  OMo 
had  remarked  that  tills  bill  was  the  only  off- 
spring of  the  Agricultural  Committee ;  and  he 
had  hoped  that  gentleman  would  have  extended 
his  accustomed  urbanity  to  this  only  measure 
for  the  benefit  of  that  neglected  class,  which  liad 
been  brought  before  the  Senate  dnring  this 
session.  From  this  consideration  Blon&--that 
the  Agricultural  Oommittee  had  importuned 
the  Senate  so  little,  this  eubjeot  was  entided  to 
attmtitm.  Bnt  it  bad  other  claims  upon  Con- 
gress. It  had  a  fonnded  in  Josdoe,  and 
tiie  eqnal  rights  of  difbrent  classes  of  citicens. 
The  gentlemen  oi^koaed  to  the  bUl,  after  at- 
tempting varioos  grounds  of  ailment,  had 
settled  down  npon  the  revenue ;  and  here  they 
made  their  most  desperate  stand.  The  first  po- 
sition taken  by  them,  was  the  injury  imaged, 
which  tills  bill  would  inflict  upon  the  fisheries. 
The  gentleman  fWim  New  Ham]*shire  bad  most 
effectually  driven  them  from  that  ground.  It 
was  clear  they  were  at  fault  in  that  point ;  and 
are  they  not  as  mnch  in  error  here  t  How  do 
all  the  statements  which  have  been  made  this 
morning  agree  with  those  we  have  heard  hot 
wiihin  a  ehort  timet  At  the  tuning  of  the 
ses^un  we  had  sn  exuberant  Treoaniy — we  were 
then  ovnflowing  with  wealth.  Bnt  now,  when 
we  ask  the  removal  of  this  partial  and  exorl^ 
tant  impost,  what  is  the  answer  f  We  are  told, 
forsooth,  that  the  Treaanry  is  drained.  We  can 
appn^tiite  money  for  every  other  ol^Jeot.  But 
the  scannty  is  severely  felt  when  any  endeavor 
is  made  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  agricul- 
ture. We  can  appn^riate  our  thousands  for 
foreign  objects,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  as- 
■iatanoe  for  tiie  laboring  eommonity  at  home. 
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Tm,  from  a  principle  of  false  philanthropy,  the 
GoveniDient,  last  year,  appropriated  two  or  three 
hundred  ibotuand  doUara  for  the  parohase  of  a 
frigate  for  the  Greeks.  It  was  done  covertly, 
I  admit — bat  it  vas  dcme ;  and  we  then  heard 
nothing  of  the  poverty  of  the  Treasury — noth- 
ing of  economy— nothing  of  the  danger  of  en- 
croaching upon  the  money  applied  to  ^e  pay- 
ment of  wte  poblio  debt.  This  coarae  of  ezpen- 
ditare  had  gone  on  from  ^no  to  time,  tradl 
Salt  bill  waa  touched  upon,  and  then  the  mine 
K^tiag^ ;  then  ve  are  a  wretched  Bankmpt  Ka- 
tKHif  and  cannot  afford  to  reduce  the  paltry  sum 
of  three  handred  thouaand  dollars  of  the  dnty 
on  salt,  for  the  benefit  of  the  peoide,  and,  I  may 
Bay,  the  whole  people  :  for  this  k  emphatically 
the  people's  bill.  Now  we  bare  no  fouds  to 
spare,  and  another  step  will  ruin  the  conntry. 
I  had  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  expected  to  meet  with 
this  want  of  liberality,  especially  after  the  re- 
port in  favor  of  tho  bill,  by  the  Committee  of 
fmance.  The  only  qaestion  was,  whether  we 
eoold  di^nse  with  this  amoant  of  revenue ;  for 
■n  o^km  num  tiiat  point,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  flnimoe  Committee ;  and  the  able 
ehainiuui  in&rms  « that  it  oan  be  done;  that, 
by  r^rmohment  la  oUier  nseleai  expmditares, 
ve  can,  at  Imgth,  perform  this  act  <n  Jnrtioe  to 
the  moat  nsefol  olaaa  of  oar  oommnnity.  Still, 
ve  are  tdd  tliat  the  conntry  is  bankrupt ;  and, 
even  the  Mends  of  the  Administration  tell  as 
so,  in  contradiction  to  the  Message  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  at  the  opening  of  the  sesaion,  whidi 
infonned  ns  that  our  Treasurer  was  oversowing. 
He  hoped  these  inconsistencies  woald  have  no 
efibet  upon  the  Senate :  but  that,  convinced  of 
the  jnstiee  of  the  meaeure  proposed  by  the  Wi^ 
it  would  be  sacoessful. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
vote,  and  sent  to  the  other  Hooae  for  ocwonr- 
raice:  • 

Tcis.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Cbambers,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Edward^  Hai^ 
fisoo.  Hayne,  King,  Knlsht,  Moood,  UcKialey, 
Randolph,  Beed,  Rowan,  Soiith  of  Ud.,  Smith  <a 
a  C,  White,  WlUey.  WillUms,  Woodbury— 24. 

Kats.— Meam.  Bartoo,  Batetnan,  BouligDy,ChaM, 
CUytoD,  BickersoD,  Ilndlay,  Heodricke,  Holmes, 
Johnson  of  Ey.,  Johnston  of  Loil,  Kane,  Marks, 
Koble,  Ridgely,  RobUns,  RoggUs,  fianford,  Sey- 
Bonr,  Thomas,  Tan  Boren— 21. 

Ths  XTnited  State*  and  Qtorgia, 
The  following  Message  was  received  ftttmthe 
President  of  the  United  States^  by  the  hands  of 
liis  private  Secretory : 
T»  tlm  Stnatt  and  II<nm  of 

JiepretentativeM  ofth€  UniUd Statu: 

WisHiNOTON,  6th  February,  1827. 
I  Bubrait  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  letter 
from  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  who  inv<Ae  the  protection  of  the  Gorem- 
mant  of  the  United  States,  in  defence  of  the  rig^its 
and  territory  aecared  to  tiiat  nation  by  the  treaty 
condaded  at  Washington,  and  rifled  on  the  part 
^  the  United  States,  on  the  twenty-eeeond  of 
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The  complaint  set  forth  in  this  letter,  that  Stir> 
veyors  from  Georgia  have  been  employed  In  snr> 
Tejing  lands  irithinthe  Indian  territory,  as  secured 
by  that  treaty,  is  authenticated  by  ioHnraation  in- 
ofBdaUy  rflcdred  from  other  quarters,  and  there  la 
reason  to  believe  that  tme  or  morettf  tlie  Snrreyota 
have  been  arrested  in  their  progress  by  the  IndhuuL 
Their  forbearance,  and  reliance  upon  the  good  fiitii 
of  the  United  States,  will,  it  is  hoped,  avert  scenes 
of  violence  and  blood,  which  there  is  otherwise  too 
much  cause  to  apprehend  will  result  from  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
80th  of  March,  1802,  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
coarse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peaee 
on  the  frontiers,  it  is  provided,  that  if  any  citizen 
of,  or  other  person  resident  ia,  the  United  States, 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  or 
secured,  or  granted  by  treaty  with  the  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  sorrey,  or  attempt  to 
Surrey,  such  lands,  or  desigBate  any  «f  the  bmui> 
dories  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  sudt  offeodw 
sliall  foifeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thouaand  dol* 
lars,  and  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.  Bythe  lOthasd  1  Tth  sections  of  Uie  same 
statute,  two  dlsthict  processes  are  prescribed,  by 
either  or  both  of  which,  the  above  enactment  nay 
be  carried  into  excoutfon.  By  the  first,  H  Is  de> 
dared  to  be  kwfbl  fbr  the  military  fbiice  of  the 
United  Statea  to  af^rehend  every  person  found  in 
the  Indian  conntry,  over  and  bejond  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
tribes,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or  reg- 
ulations of  the  act,  and  immediately  to  convey 
them,  in  tho  nearest  convenient  and  safe  rente,  to 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  some  one 
of  the  three  next  a^daing  States  or  Districts,  to 
be  proceeded  agdnst  in  due  course  of  law. 

By  the  second,  it  is  directed,  that,  if  any  person 
charged  with  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or 
regulations  of  tho  act,  shall  be  found  within  any  of 
of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  their  territorial 
districts,  such  ofiisoder  may  be  there  apfvelMnded, 
and  bvoo^t  to  trial  la  the  sane  manner  aa  if  sneh 
crime  or  offence  bad  been  committed  within  saoh 
State  or  IHstrict;  and  that  it  shall  be  the  doty  at 
the  military  force  of  the  Uidted  States;  when  caHed 
upon  by  the  dvil  magistrates,  or  any  proper  officer, 
or  other  penon  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose, 
and  having  a  lawful  waitaat,  to  aid  and  as^  soefa 
magistrate,  officer,  or  other  person  so  aWhorised 
in  arresting  sodi  ofbnder,  and  coromittiog  him  t» 
safe  custody  for  trial  according  to  law. 

The  first  of  these  processes  is  adapted  to  the  ai^ 
rest  of  the  trespasser  upon  Indian  territories,  on  the 
spot,  and  in  the  act  of  ctmimitting  the  offence.  But, 
aa  it  u>p)ies  the  action  of  the  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States  to  places  where  the  civil  prooees  of 
the  law  has  no  authorised  course,  it  is  coaumtted 
entirely  to  the  ftmetioos  of  the  military  force  to 
arrest  the  persMt  «f  the  offender,  and  after  brii^ 
ing  him  within  the  reach  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts,  there  to  deliver  him  into  custody  for  trial, 
The  second  mokes  the  vioUtor  of  the  law  amenable 
only  after  his  offence  has  been  consummated,  and 
when  he  hao  returned  within  the  civil  jurisdiction 
of  the  UniOD.  TUs  process,  in  the  first  instance, 
is  merely  of  a  dvll  character,  but  may,  in  hke  nuDi 
ner,  be  enforced,  by  cdling  in,  if  necessary,  the 
aid  of  the  miliury  force. 

Entertrinli4[  no  doubt  that,  In  the  present  caasy 
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tha  resort  to  either  of  th«m  modes  of  process,  or 
to  both,  was  vithin  the  discretion  of  the  Executive 
authority,  itod  pcoetrated  with  the  duty  of  mftin- 
tabiog  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  as  secured  both 
b;  the  treaty  and  the  law,  I  concluded,  after  full 
deliberation,  to  have  recourse  on  this  occasion,  in 
tho  first  inatoQce,  only  to  the  civil  process.  In- 
structions  have  accordingly  been  given  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  to  tho  Attorney  and  Marshal  of  the 
United  States  in  the  District  of  Georgia,  to  com- 
mence prosecutions  against  the  Surveyors  complain- 
ed of  oa  having  viokted  the  law,  while  orders  have 
at  the  same  time  been  forwarded  to  the  A^nt  of 
the  United  States,  at  once  to  aasnre  the  IndioDS 
that  their  rights,  founded  npon  the  treaty  and  tho 
hw,  are  recognized  by  this  Government,  and  will 
be  faithfully  protected,  and  earnestly  to  exhort 
them,  by  the  forbearance  of  every  act  of  hoetility 
on  their  part,  to  preserve  unimpaired  that  ric:ht 
to  protection,  secured  to  them  by  the  sacred  pledge 
of  the  cood  faith  of  thta  nation.  Copies  of  these 
instructions  and  orders  are  herewith  transmitted  to 
Congrera. 

In  abstaining,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
from  the  application  of  any  military  force,  I  have 
been  governed  by  considerations,  which  will,  I  trust, 
meet  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislature.  Among 
them,  one  of  pan  mount  importance  has  been,  that 
these  aurveys  bare  been  attempted,  and  partly 
effected,  under  color  of  legal  authority  from  tho 
State  of  Georgia.  That  the  Surveyors  are  therefore 
not  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  individual  and  soli- 
tary transgressors,  but  as  the  Agents  of  a  sovereign 
StiUe,  acting  in  obedience  to  authority  which  they 
believed  to  be  bindinK  upon  them.  Intimations 
bad  been  giTen  that,  uoaid  they  meet  with  inter- 
ruption, they  would,  at  all  hazards,  be  sustained  by 
the  military  force  of  the  State,  in  which  event,  u 
the  militat7  force  of  the  Union  should  have  been 
emi^oyed  to  enforce  its  violated  law,  a  conflict  mvtt 
have  ensued,  which  would,  in  itseU;  have  inflicted  a 
wound  upon  the  Union,  and  bare  presented  the 
aspect  of  one  of  these  confederated  StateM  at  war 
Tith  the  rest.  Anziom,  above  all,  to  avert  this 
■tats  of  things,  yet,  at  the  tame  time,  impressed 
«ith  the  deepest  convlctioa  of  my  own  duty,  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed,  and  ibe 
faith  of  the  nation  preserved,  I  have  used,  of  the 
means  entrusted  to  the  Executive  for  that  purpose, 
only  those  which,  without  resorting  to  military 
Ibree,  may  vindicate  the  BoDcUty  otw  lav,  bj  the 
•rdinary  agency  of  tbe  Jndidal  tribunals. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  the 
act  of  the  Legi^ture  of  Georgia,  under  the  con- 
structions g^ven  to  it  by  tbe  Governor  of  that  State, 
and  the  surveys  made,  or  attempted,  by  his  authori- 
ty, beyond  tbe  boundary  secured  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  of  April  hist,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  are 
in  direct  violation  of  the  Supreme  Law  of  this  land, 
set  forth  in  a  Treaty,  wbldi  has  received  all  tbe 
sanctions  provided  by  the  constitoUon,  which  we 
have  been  sworn  to  support  and  mainttun. 

Happily  distributed  as  the  sovereign  powers  of 
the  peoplie  of  this  Union  have  been,  between  their 
General  and  Sute  Governments,  their  history  has 
already  too  often  presented  colli^ns  between  these 
divided  authorities,  with  regard  to  tlie  extent  of 
th«r  respective  powers.  No  instance,  however, 
lias  Utberto  occurred,  in  which  tbia  collision  has 
been  urged  into  a  conflict  of  actual  force.  No 
Other  caw  ii  known  to  have  liB{>peBed|  la  wUehthe 


applieaUon  of  military  force  by  the  Qovemment  of 

the  Union  has  been  prescribed  for  the  enforcement 
of  a  law,  the  violation  of  which  has,  within  any 
single  State,  been  prescribed  by  a  legislative  act  vS 
the  State.  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  my  dvtj 
to  say,  that,  if  the  Legislative  and  Execntive  Aii> 
thorities  of  the  State  of  Georda  should  persevere  in 
acts  of  encroachment  upon  the  territories  secured 
by  a  solemn  Treaty  to  the  Indians,  and  the  laws  of 
the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded  obliga- 
tion, even  higher  than  that  of  human  authority, 
will  compel  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce  the  laws,  and  fUlfll  the  duties  of  tbe  nation, 
by  aU  the  force  committed  fbr  that  purpose  to  bis 
onarge.*  That  tha  arm  of  military  force  will  be 
resorted  to  only  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  all 
other  expedients  provided  by  the  laws,  a  pledge  has 
been  given,  by  the  forbearance  to  employ  it  at  this 
time.  It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
to  determine,  whether  any  further  act  of  kgishition 
may  bo  necessary  or  exponent  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency which  these  transactiona  may  produce. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAH& 

The  Keasage  IiaTing  been  read — 

Mr.  BsNTOH  moved  the  r^renoe  of  the  ICes- 
sage  to  tbe  Jadi(»ary  0(nninittee.  At  fint  be 
hod  thonght  it  a  fit  salject  for  a  referenoo  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affidrs;  bat  he  did 
not  now  think  so,  as  there  were  questions  in- 
volT«d  in  the  Heasage  in  relation  to  the  en- 
foroement  of  laws  and  treotiea;  which  required 
an  investigation  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

lir.  BsitBiBK  said :  I  affre«  with  the  Senator 
from  MLssoaii,  tliat  thia  Message,  and  the  ac- 
componjing  dooaments,  ought  not  to  be  ro> 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Jjidian  Affair$,  bo- 
cause  they  involve  questions  very  much  beyond 
the  limits  of  those  which  are  ordinarily  and  ap* 
propriately  assigned  to  that  committee.  I  dit- 
offtee  wUh  him  in  the  opinion  that  tliey  oonsti- 
tute  a  proper  subject  of  reference  to  the  Jitdi* 
eiarjf  VommitU* ;  and  ao  perfect  is  my  reliance 
on  the  correctness  of  his  Judgment,  when  he 
fiholl  have  directed  his  attention  to  tbe  various 
subjects  of  this  Message,  that  I  shall  not  hesitate 
to  propose  a  different  reference,  in  the  confi- 
dence that  he  will,  on  ftirther  reflection,  concur 
with  me  in  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  it, 
and  will  therefore  withdraw  his  motion. 

Sir,  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  in  tbe 
Message  now  before  us,  has  colled  us  to  the  con- 
sideration of  varions  questions!,  In  their  nature 
grave,  important,  and  delicate. 

Ee  has  told  you  that  certain  offjur%  of  tbe 
State  of  Georgia,  acting  viiihin  the  limUi  njf 
that  State,  and  under  the  authority  ^it$^  lam. 
have  violated,  according  to  Ait  eonstmction  of 
it,  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Se  has  told  yon  tliat,  according  to  his  con- 
Btruction  of  that  act,  he  is  authcnized  to  arre^ 
these  officers  tiins  engaged  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  under  the  laws  of  the  Sute,  and 
within  its  limits,  and  to  bring  them  to  trial  he- 
fore  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States, 
or,  at  his  direction,  to  employ  the  military 
forces  of  the  Union,  the  army  of  the  United 
Sta^  by  the  bay  oneta  of  its  r^ular  std^ery, 
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to  coerce  the  State  of  Oeorgis,  throag^  these 
officers,  to  Bobmit  to  hit  constrnetion  of  this 
■cl^  and  his  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  that 
State.  He  has  told  yon  that  he  has  already  di- 
recte<1  tlie  arrest  and  trial  of  t^ese  officers,  as 
offenders  agunat  the  laws  of  the  United  States; 
AQd  before  any  decision  of  yoors  can  operate, 
this  mandate  will  no  doabt  have  been  carried 
into  effect,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  arrest  of  ttie 
•opposed  o&Dders.  He  sabmits  to  yon  the  ia- 
qniry,  whether  auj  act  legislatioa  be  ueoes- 
ary  on  the  part  of  the  Oongrees  of  the  United 
StiUw;  and  aooomiMUiies  inqalrr  vith  the 
d0<!laratl(ai  of  his  aetennbaat^,  nnoer  a  aeiwe 
vi  higher  obligations  than  any  which  Congress 
ean  impose,  if  m  his  view  it  shall  become  neces- 
0ai7,  to  caa  oat  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States  to  cany  this  act  of  Congress  into  effect, 
according  to  am  understanding  of  its  meaning 
and  intent.  .  . 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  declaration.  The  qnestlcHie 
presented  by  this  Messf^  are  grave,  important, 
and  delicate.  They  cannot  be  ammged  under 
the  head  of  the  dnties,  appropriately  and  pocn- 
liarly  assigoed  to  any  one  of  the  standing  oom- 
mittees  of tUa  House. 

Admitting,  as  in  deference  to  the  anthority 
\fj  which  they  are  asserted,  we  are  bonnd  to 
dO)  for  the  mere  purpose  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  bets  stated  are  true,  the  first  question  pre- 
sented is  this : 

Does  the  case  stated  fall  under  the  proTisions 
the  act  of  Congresa  referred  to  In  the  Mes- 
sage?    Abstractedly  considered,  as  a  mere 

aoestioEL  of  statutory  construction,  I  agree  that 
lis  is  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry  by  the  Jadioiary 
Committee.  But  another  question  immediately 
snpenreues.  The  President,  in  the  same  Me»- 
sago,  tells  you  that  he  has  already  taken  meas- 
.nres  to  submit  this  question  to  the  decision 
of  tiie  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  is  it  proper  for 
us  to  give  our  sanction  to  the  use  of  the  military 
ftnpoe  (tf  the  Union,  during  the  pendency  of  this 
Jndioal  investigation  f  1  Mprehend  this  in- 
quiry transoends  the  limits  of  tne  duties  assign- 
ed to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It  would  be- 
long more  appropriately  to  a  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Kepablio,  if  each  a  committee  existed. 

Excluding  the  ideia  of  the  aotoal  poidency  of 
a  J  uncial  inquiry,  which  has  been  instituted 
under  the  orders  (h  the  Freudent  of  the  United 
BtAtes  himself,  another  Question  presents  itself, 
which,  in  my  view,  equally  transcends  the  limits 
of  the  duties  which  appropriately  belong  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.   I  state  it  thus : 

Is  the  resort  to  military  force,  ie/ore  Judicial 
inquiry  it  had,  an  appropriate  mode  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States 
of  this  Oonfederacy  ?  The  qnestiun,  sir,  is  tmw 
canpnatirdy  unimportant.  The  feding  of  in- 
digniation,  of  abhorrenoe,  which  such  a  measure 
would  excite,  would  be  bo  strong,  so  universal, 
that,  happily  liw  us,  no  man  in  the  times  in 
which  we  lire,  would  dare  to  resort  to  it.  Or, 
if  he  had  the  wdaeitr  to  do  so^  he  would  bring 
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down  upon  himself  the  merited  execrations  of 
the  whole  American  people.  But  we  are  estab- 
lishing, so  fur  as  may  depend  upon  us,  principles 
which  may  affect  the  future  destinies  of  tliis 
Bepublic;  and  our  experience  has  taught  us, 
how  promptly  precedents  are  resorted  to,  to 
sustain  assumptions  of  power. 

Another  question,  alike  ^re,  presents  itself 
to  our  oonsideration^  aud  it  is  eqiudly  beyond  tlie 
limits  of  the  duties  of  any  of  the  atooding  coin- 
mitteea  of  this  Boose. 

If  the  Une  of  omdnot  which  the  State  and  iti 
offioera  are  bound  to  pursue,  is  pvsoribod  by 
Idw— if  the  United  States  has  a  ri<rht  to  Judidal 
inquiry,  as  to  the  efifect  and  operation  of  that 
law,  on  the  case  stated  in  tiie  Message,  Sat  not 
the  State  <if  Georgia  an  equal  riffhi  to  eueh 
judicial  inquiry  f  Where  it  the  mtdenee  that 
the  thum  it  f  If  she  meets  the  investigation 
which  the  President  tells  yun  he  has  directed 
:to  be  instituted,  lu^  her  officers  to  have  a  fair 
and  an  impartial  trial — the  privilege  which  is 
allowed  to  the  veriest  culprit — or  are  they  to 
encounter  it  under  the  previous  denunciation 
of  the  President  and  C<mgrees  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  army  to  back  them  % 

It  is  another  aal^Mt  of  grave  and  intmsting 
inqalry,  which  every  lover  of  peace,  every 
friend  (tf  the  Union,  will  delight  to  pnrsue, 
whether  some  other  mode  may  not  be  devised, 
;  by  which  this  diffloul^  may  be  adjusted,  with- 
out arraying  a  sovereign  State  m  this  Union 
against  the  Confederacy,  ei^er  in  the  forum  or 
the  field.  If,  happily,  Buch  a  measure  can  be 
devised,  all  will  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
sorted to ;  and  yet  the  questions  necessary  to 
its  determination  are  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
duties  of  any  standing  committee  of  this  House. 

There  is  yet  a  remwning  qnestion,  full  of  im- 
portance to  every  member  of  this  Confederacy. 
The  Prudent  of  the  United  States  has  announc- 
ed to  us  his  construction  of  an  Act  of  Congress, 
aud  has  alleged  the  violation  <^  that  Act,  by  tlie 
offioers  of  the  State  of  Qeoi^gia,  acting  wi^lUn 
her  liuuta,  and  under  the  anthority  of  her  laws. 
He  has  declared  his  resoloticn  to  carry  that  Act 
into  e^ct,  according  to  the  construction  which 
he  has  giv«i  to  it,  by  the  use,  if  it  shall  become 
necessary,  of  all  the  means  at  his  disposal.  He 
has  dUtinctly  announced  to  us  his  determina- 
tion, OS  'an  ultimate  resort,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
military  arm  of  the  Umon. 

On  a  question  of  contested  right,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Geoi^  which 
is  idready  in  a  train  of  judicial  investigation  be- 
fore the  tribunals  of  the  Union,  under  his  im- 
mediate orders,  the  Preaideut  of  the  United 
States  considers  himself  authorized  and  bound, 
under  a  sense  of  hif^er  obUgations  than  any 
which  yon  can  impose,  to  send  the  army  of  the 
United  States  into  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  coerce  her  submission  to  his  will- 
to  his  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  if  such  an  exercise  of  power  may 
find  the  color  of  justification,  under  existing 
lawi,  does  it  not  beoome  us,  as  the  guardians  of 
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tile  rights  of  the  States,  by  some  clear  and  ex- 
plicit act  of  legislatioii,  to  take  from  sncb  aa  ex- 
ercise of  prerogative  the  shadow  of  pretence! 
I  submit,  then,  to  the  Seoatur  from  Hissonri, 
and  to  this  Honse,  the  qaestion,  whether  this 
Message,  thns  involriiig  an  inquiry  materially 
affecting  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
Union,  and  the  powers  and  the  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  on^ht  to  be  re- 
ferred to  aoy  of  the  ordinary  standing  commit- 
tees of  this  Hotuef  And,  believiiig,  as  I  do, 
tliat  a  committee  specially  oonsUtnted  for  the 
pnipose  of  this  iaqnuy,  will  most  effectually  ao 
eomplish  die  objects  which  every  one  shoodd 
desire  to  attain,  the  asoertunment  of  truth,  the 
•dminiatratjon  of  justice,  and  the  preserrstioa 
of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  States,  and  of 
the  Union,  I  move  that  the  Message  of  the 
Freudent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  accom- 
panying docnmeats,  be  referred  to  &  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HouiEs  said,  that  it  seemed  that  part  of 
the  Message,  in  reality,  belonged  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Cknnmittee ;  that  another  part  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Amurs;  and  that 
another  portion  fidrly  belonged  to  the  Military 
Committee.  There  was  another  portion  of  this 
Message,  which  iliastrated  an  oinnion  which  Mr. 
U.  had  looig  entertainei  He  had,  for  «  long 
time,  conmdered  that  there  was  a  dtf  ciency  in 
the  standing  oummittees,  and  that  another  ought 
to  be  added  to  those  which  already  existed  in 
the  Senate.  A  committee. to  decide  upon  all 
questions  l>etween  the  States  and  the  United 
States,  would,  he  thought,  be  a  Talnable  ad- 
dition ;  and  it  would  very  properly  receive  the 
name  of  the  Committee  of  ^e  States.  Eo 
would  only  say,  that  he  was  sorry  any  oollidon 
should  take  plaoe  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  any  of  the  State  Governments; 
and  a  question  of  ench  a  nature  ought  rather  to 
be  referred  toa  select  than  a  standing  committee. 

Mr.  Bknton  observed,  that,  on  the  first  hear- 
ing of  the  Message,  he  had  thought  the  Jn- 
didary  Ginnmittee  a  proper  reference ;  hat  on 
fhrther  consideration  d  the  Taiions  qnestlons 
involTed  in  that  document,  he  was  disposed  to 
agree  with  the  gentiemoa  from  Georgia,  that 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  He  would,  therefore^  with- 
draw the  motion  he  had  made. 

Some  fhrther  conversation  took  place;  when 
the  ijiotiou  of  Mr,  Harrison,  to  lay  the  Message 
<m  the  table,  was  negatived— ii8  to  26. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr,  Birbien 
to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee  (tf  five,  was 
then  put,  and  carried. 

[The  following  additional  documents  on  this 
snbject  were  communicated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  St^es,  on  a  subsequent  day,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

To  As  Smatt  omI  ffoum  nf  JttpnaeiiUivu  if  At 

Umted  aiata : 

Wasbixqtox,  sa  2^.,  1621. 
I  eommoi^eate  to  OongreH  of^iei  of  a  letter  fhMB 
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the  Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Goorg^'o,  roceived  dooe 
my  Message  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  enclosnrei 
received  with  it,  further  conflnnatlva  cpf  tiie  fiMita 
stated  In  that  Hem^. 

JOHN  QnjfCV  ADAMS. 

ExBCCTiTB  Depastment,  Geoeoia, 
MiUtdgeeiOe,  ilthJanuary^  1S27. 

Bib  :  As  the  ofQcerii  of  (Seorgia,  cDgBged  in  the 
execution  of  their  duties  near  to  its  western  boun- 
dary, by  order  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
authority  of  the  State,  have  snifered  frequent  faip 
terruption  ttoat  the  Indiana  of  the  Cieek  natioii, 
accompanied  by  IndigQities  and  insults  sufBriently 
aggravated,  and  are  still  threatened  with  otbeifl  wT 
more  violent  and  outrageous  character ;  and,  oa 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  your  Agent  of  In^on 
Afiurs  ia  the  prime  mover  and  instigator  of  the 
same,  I  liave  deemed  it  proper  to  lay  before  yoa  the 
enclosed  papers  in  support  of  tlut  oi^ef,  and  to  ask 
the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me  if  that  officer  is  ao 
acting  by  your  authority,  or  with  your ranction  and 
couDtcDonce.  It  may  be  thought  paioiul  enough 
that  the  United  States,  whose  undoubted  right  it  u, 
shall  enter  into  controversy  with  Georgia  on  the  va- 
lidity of  treaties,  and  the  lawfulness  of  boundaries, 
trespoSBOs  committed  on  the  one'tdde,  or  right  of 
sovereignty  violated  on  the  other,  with  tlie  remedial 
Or  redreasive  measures  demanded  by  cither. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  President  would 
transfer  the  sovereign  attributes  to  a  subaltern 
agent,  much  less  that  he  would  delegate  them  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  people  of  Geoi^io,  for  insult 
to  their  public  functionaries,  for  invasion  of  their 
Territorial  rights;  and,  finally,  for  bloodshed. 

If  these  powers  have  been  Insolently  assumed  by 
such  subaltern,  for  such  purposes,  It  b  not  for  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  to  dictate  to  the  President  the 
measures  which  ought  to  follow,  as  well  In  vindioa- 
tlon  of  the  honor  of  the  Tlnlted  States,  as  in  repara- 
tion of  the  wrongs  done  to  Georgia.  The  Pre«dent 
is  competent  to  judge  them,  and  the  Governor 
^mbts  not  his  willingness  to  judgo  them  rightly. 
With  great  consideration  and  respeet, 

O.  M.  TBOUP. 

The  Pbzsioxnt  or  thx  Vvnwa  Sum 

C(J9  ^  <■         /'vt  WUts  iminat  lo  Ootmuar 
TVoirp. 

llTB  DiRBICI,  OaBROL  OoOaTT, 

Sir  !  I  did  flatter  myself  that  I  should  have  been 
able  to  complete  my  survey  without  troubling  yon, 
or  being  troubled  by  the  Indians,  but  in  this  I  have 
been  deceived.  Eight  or  ten  lusty.fellows  rode  up 
to  my  camp  last  night,  with  a  letter,  written  by 
CrowoU,  and  signed  by  several  Chiefs,  and  ordered 
me  to  dedst  from  sorveylng  the  Une  on  the  west 
aide  of  tiie  new  treaty  line.  Mr.  Bogera,  who  our- 
veys  the  ninth  district,  and  who  wilt  be  the  bearer 
of  this,  was  iHokcn  up  by  them  yesterday.  Yon 
vOl  know  beat  what  measures  to  pursue  In  regard  to 
the  aOair,  but  if  the  survey  proceeds,  a  protection 
must  Iw  afibrded  us,  and  that  must  be  suflteient  to 
protect  the  whole  frontier  Une,  from  the  inter- 
section of  the  Cherokee  line  with  the  Bute  Une, 
to  Miller's  Bend.  There  is  about  one-fourth  of 
my  district  that  lies  west  of  Brigbt's  line,  and  I 
yesterday  completed  my  meridian  lines  through  it. 
I  shall,  to^sy,  commence  my  traverse  lines,  hot, 
after  mature  reflection,  I  cannot  feel  myseif  safe  la 
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croMfaig  Brl^'*s  Une  tt  preMnt,  but  thaJl  proceed 
to  surrey  that  part  which  lies  Eut  of  the  line,  «Dd 
vhen  I  am  done,  I  shall  make  the  attempt  to  aurrey 
the  balance.  I  hope  b;  that  time,  however,  a  auffi- 
cient  protection  will  be  afforded.  Mr.  Sogers  can 
better  ktform  you  than  I  can  by  writing. 
X  oars,  reapeolAtlly, 

WILR  WnUAU. 
Cbxxe  Katios,  /an.  12, 1827. 
7h  tk»  Surv^fort,  running  the  land  Wttt  iftheliMof 
th»lae  Tnaiy: 

Onrruinx: — ^We,  the  nnderrigned  Chie&  and 
Hwd>iiien  of  the  Creek  nation,  having  learnt,  with 
neat  regret,  that  yon  are  engaged  in  sarreying  the 
£unds  West  of  the  line  of  the  late  treaty,  and  which 
was  not  ceded  by  that  treaty,  we  have  again  to  re- 
quest and  demand  of  you,  in  the  most  fHendly 
terms,  that  you  will  denst  fVom  stretching  a  cluJn 
over  any  of  our  lands,  not  ceded  by  the  said  treaty ; 
ve  flattered  onr8elTe%  and  we  had  a  right  to  bdieve, 
die  st^ktions  of  that  treaty  woiud  have  been 
friendly  obeerred  by  all  parties  concerned,  and  that 
our  former  differences  with  our  neighbors,  the  Gecr- 
gfans,  would  have  been  finally  settled,  and  that  we 
would,  in  future,  live  in  the  strictest  friendship  in 
all  our  intercoulve.  We  are  determined,  on  our 
part,  not  to  do  an  act  that  can  be  calculated  to 
give  offbnce,  but  are  right,  and  we  hope  they  will 
be  respected.   We  are  yoi»  friends. 

anted  by  Little  Prince,  Oakfnsky  Toholo,  Spar- 
Ber  Tustnngg  Hargo,  EasUcharco  Chopco,  Wigas 
Borge,  Cocbe  Hodgo,  Charehna  Uene. 
Copjf  of  a  letter  fr<m  Jama  A.  SBgtrtj  Dutrict  SkT' 

veyoTt  to  Gocemor  Troupt  Jatmarg  2S,  18it7. 
His  Exckllenct,  Gotxbnor  Tkouf  : 

Bin:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  an  instru- 
ment of  writing,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  a  par> 
eel  of  Indians,  on  the  21st  instant;  and,  after  I  read 
the  letter,  they  demanded  of  me  my  compass,  which 
I  had  to  sorreuder  to  them,  but  after  a  few  minutes, 
they  agreed  to  give  me  back  my  compaaa,  and 
wonld  come  with  me  over  the  nw  Tnaty  line, 
vUeb  they  ^d,  and  threatened  me  reir  severe  if  I 
should  be  eao^t  over  Briefs  Une  again,  a  survey* 
ing.  I  have  come  on  to  Mcintosh's  old  place,  and 
have  Btopt  my  hands  until  I  hear  from  you.  If  you 
Intend  to  give  me  assistance,  I  hope  you  will  take 
the  earliest  measure  to  get  it  to  me,  as  provision  is 
searce,  and  my  hands  uneasy  to  go  home.  As  to 
tlw  number  of  men  It  will  take  to  nard  me,  I  am 
unable  to  say — my  sitnatloo  Is  tUs:  There  is 
three  settlements  of  Indians  in  tny  District  that 
have  in  them  about  ten  men ;  and  iu  two  miles,  on 
the  Alabama  ndc,  there  is  a  large  town  that  I  am 
told  have  from  forty  to  fifty  warriors  in  it,  which 
la  to  be  placed  on  the  new  treaty  line  as  siHes,  and 
prevent  the  land  from  being  surveyed;  and,  as  for 
nirtfaer  Infermatton,  I  will  refer  you  to  Jlajw  Pana- 
BOre,  the  bearer  of  this  express,  and  who  was  with 
■M  when  the  Indbuu  stopt  me. 
Tours,  &&, 

JAMES  A.  BOGEBS,  D.  8. 
On.  X,  TRon,  Govenor  of  Gturgig. 

Wkdnudat,  Febmaiy  7. 
The  Colonization  Society, 
Hr.  Chajibbbs  present«d  the  memorial  of  the 
CokmiMUcn  Sooie^,  stating  the  ot^ect  ni  the 


society,  and  its  progress,  and  praying  that  Oon- 
^resa  should  extend  to  them  sadi  assistance  as 
It  may,  in  its  wisdom,  think  proper.  Hr.  0. 
moved  its  reference  to  a  Special  Committee. 
The  m^orial  was  read. 

Mr.  Haynk  said  he  seized  the  very  moment 
when  this  question  was,  for  Uie  first  time,  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  to  enter  h  is  protest  against 
the  right  of  the  Federal  Grovemment  to  appro- 
priate the  money  of  the  people  for  the  ptirpose 
of  estaUishing  colonies  abrcutd,  or  of  trannport* 
ing,  at  the  publio  expense^  any  portion  of  the  - 
inhabitants  of  this  conntrr  to  uie  coast  <tf  Afin- 
ca,  or  elsewhere.  At  the  Tery-  threshold,  ho 
denied  the  constitntional  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment so  to  act ;  and  if  they  had  the  power,  he 
should  still  deny  the  policy,  Jnatice,  and  hn- 
manity,  of  snch  proceeding.  The  petition  of 
the  Colonization  Society,  which  had  been  just 
read,  upon  this  House  to  do  two  things, 
neither  of  which  could  be  done,  without  an  en- 
tire departure  from  the  ftmdamental  principles 
and  settled  policy  of  this  country.  They  pro- 
pose,— 

Ist.  That  the  United  States  shall  u>propriate 
money  to  transport  to  the  coast  of  Africa  free 
persons  of  color,  *'and  snch  others  as  the  ha- 
manitf  of  iniUTiaaals  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  may  hereidter  liberate."  And, 

2d.  Tht^  the  United  States  should  take  into 
their  own  hands,  and  under  their  own  govern- 
ment ffiid  protection,  the  colony  which  tliis  so- 
ciety has  estahlidied  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

With  r^ard  to  the  first  object,  (said  Ur.  II.,) 
I  submit  that  it  onlj  relates  to  a  subject  witji 
which  the  Federal  Government  can  have  noth- 
ing to  do,  but  which  it  will  be  extremely  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  meddle  with.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  admonish  this  House  of  the  impolicy,  in- 
justice, and  danger,  of  touching  a  suhject  with 
which  the  fe«lingB  and  interests  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  Union  are  so  closely  connected.  On 
this  ti^io^  however,  (on  whi(£  I  slwqra  toobh 
with  extreme  relnctance,)  I  should  not  now  en- 
large. I  mnst  be  permitted  to  say,  however, 
that,  of  all  the  extravagant  schemes  that  have 
yet  been  devised  in  uiis  country,  I  know  of 
none  more  wild,  impractioable,  or  mischievous, 
tiian  this  of  colonization ;  and  shonld  a  fair  oc- 
casion ever  present  itself  I  shall  make  good  this 
assertion.  Avoiding,  however,  that  unpleas- 
ant topic,  I  will  brin^  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  great  political  question  presented  by 
this  petition — tLat  of  establishmg  Colonies 
abroad ;  and  I  will  ask  the  Senate  if  a  question 
of  graver  character,  or  of  greater  magnitude, 
could  possibly  be  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion t  And  I  will  put  it  to  them  to  say,  wheth- 
er they  are  now  prepared  even  to  entertain 
snch  a  qnestioa  f  I  do  not  know  to  what  part 
of  the  iiistory  of  the  world  ve  are  to  look  for 
ailments  in  favor  of  the  colonial  system.  Col- 
onies, we  had  been  taaght  by  the  experienoa 
of  other  conntries,  and  especially  of  England, 
had  been,  at  all  times,  the  fhiitful  source  of 
warsjof ii)}astaoe,andafq^HreBuon.  Xheywere 
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s  curse  not  only  to  the  colonies  themselves,  bat 
also  to  the  moUier  oounby.  If,  then,  the  colo- 
nial poli<^  had  been  fatal  to  other  nations,  what 
Aliment  conld  posably  be  urged  in  favor  of 
its  adoption,  at  this  time,  bj  us,  whose  habits, 
institnMons,  and  fundamental  principles,  oppose 
an  almost  insuperable  bar  to  tul  foreign  connec- 
tions and  alliances  whatever  t  But  when  it  is 
proposed  that  we  should  not  only  depart  from 
these  habits  and  principles,  but  tiliat  we  shoold 
establish  a  colony  of  nide  and  nntntcnwd  people 
on  the  other  ride  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  tlK 
MHitineDt  of  Africa,  the  proposition  needs  bat 
to  be  stated^  to  make  its  extravagance  apparent. 
Evm  this,  however,  is  not  the  view  of  the  sub- 
ject wMdi  I  feel  disposed,  at  this  time,  to  press 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  I  will 
show,  fhnu  the  offidal  documents  before  u% 
that,  whether  it  be  the  o^ect  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  or  not,  the  efiiect  of  their  engaging 
the  assistance  of  the  United  States  at  this  time, 
In  behalf  of  their  ill-advised  and  ill-fated  colo* 
ny,  must  he-  to  engage  this  country  in  a  war 
with  the  native  triwa  on  that  continent,  and  to 
Involve  na  in  serious  difficulties  with  otJier  na- 
tions. It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  but 
I  have  the  endenoe  of  the  fact  now  before  me, 
that  the  agoits  of  this  Colonization  Society,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  peacefal  ponults^  ore  engaged  in  warlike  en- 
terprises ;  that  the  colony  has  been  organized 
into  military  corm;  and  that,  under  their  gal- 
lant leader,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ashmnn,  they 
have  mode  war  upon  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French,  as  well  as  on  the  natives ;  that  they 
have,  with  force  and  arms,  invaded  and  broken 
up  several  establishments,  have  mode  numerous 
captives,  and,-  in  short,  are  proceeding,  as  all 
such  colonies  always  will  proceed,  with  a  high 
hand,  to  extend  their  influence  and  power  by 
the  sword.  In  proof  of  these  assertions,  I  beg 
leave  to  turn  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
docnments  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  Navy 
Department,  during  the  present  sesnon.  In 
these  documents,  will  be  found  a  correspond- 
ence between  Dr.  Ashmnn,  the  agent  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  (and  Superintendent  of 
their  colony  at  Monrovia,)  ond  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  fVom  which  I  will  now  read  a  few 
passages.  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Adimun  to  tJie 
Decretory  of  the  Navy,  dated  Cape  Hesurado, 
Oct.  14,  1826,  ho  states,  in  substance,  that  the 
Spanish  schooner  Clarida,  owned  by  several 
merchants  of  Havana,  and  regularly  docu- 
mented, had  arrived  in  Liberia  Bay,  in  July, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtidning  slaves  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  a  town  to  the  northward^  belonging  to 
«  man  named  Tellow  WiD,  and  "subject  to  tiie 
jnrisdiotion  of  King  Bristol  "—that  an  English 
brig,  the  Tom  Co£  also  arrived  in  October, 
and  the  Spanish  schooner  having  lost  her  an- 
chor, her  crew  went  on  board  of  the  English 
brig,  and  forcibly  took  away  on  anchor  and 
otlior  articles ;  in  consequence  of  which  unlaw- 
ful acts,  he  (Dr.  Ashmun)  having  received  the 
teatinKmy  of  nx  individuals,  dotmnined  to  oi^ 
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tore  the  Spanish  vessel,  and  obtained  of  Cap' 
tain  Potter,  (the  English  Cmtiun,)  the  use  of 
his  hrig  for  that  purpose.  Dr.  Ashmnn  thea 
proceeds  to  ^ve  the  following  account  <^  the 
expedition ; 

*'  The  military  of  this  colony  is  org&iilzed  Into  • 
corps  of  Independent  Infantrj,  consisting  of  thirty- 
six  young  men,  and  a  corps  of  Artiilerists,  conrist- 
iug  of  forty-eight.   From  the  former  I  mode  a  rc* 

JtHsition  of  twenty-five  men,  to  act  under  Captain 
ames  0.  Bartioiir,  tbdr  commander,  and  their 
other  irfBcers.  Twenty-two  Artillerists,  under  Capt. 
F.  James,  the  commanding  officer  of  their  corps,  at 
my  request,  volunteered  to  attend  mo  on  board  the 
Tom  Cod.  I  then  gave  Captain  Barbour  written 
instroctiona  to  proceed  the  same  evening  with  his 
force,  taking  two  dajrs*  proviaions,  to  the  mooth  of 
the  BL  Paul's ;  sending  one  diviuon  by  the  Stock- 
too,  in  boats,  aad  conducting  the  other  along  the 
bcBch,  encamp  at  the  pUco  of  rendezTous  till  day* 
light  on  the  eighth,  and  then  advance  by  the  beadi 
upon  Digby,  awaiting  further  orders,  which  I  waa  to 
■end  him  from  the  brig.  But,  should  the  brig,  by 
any  accident,  fall  into  the  liands  of  the  pirates,  or 
pursue  her  out  to  sea,  lie  was  to  sciKe  upon  tito  fac- 
tory at  Yellow  Wiire,  and  make  the  best  of  his  way 
bade  vhh  the  prisonen,  slaves,  and  property,  pa^H 
tured  In  It.  £k  this  young  officer's  prudence  and 
intrci^dity,  end  in  the  exact  dlaci^ine  and  firmneti 
of  his  men,  I  knew  I  could  entirely  confide.  llVttb 
the  twenty-two  volunteers  under  Capt.  JanwK,  I 
weat  on  board  the  Tom  Cod  at  4  o'clock,  taking 
along  two  carriage  guns,  and  a  suitable  proviaon  of 
ammunition,  belonging  to  the  agency.  Of  these 
brave  fellows,  eight  had,  on  two  former  occasions, 
fought  at  mv  side  for  nearly  three  hours,  in  our 
bloody  conflicts  with  the  natives;  and  I  knew  they 
would  an  follow  wherever  it  miglit  bo  necessary  for 
me  to  lead  them.  Their  num^r  was  greater  than 
the  crew  of  the  Spaniard  by  six  men,  and  our 
wdght  of  metal  conaderahly  superior;  so  that 
there  ia  little  doubt  had  wu  fiiHen  in  with  the  piiate, 
that  she  most  have  been  taken.  But  it  was  not  onr 
lot  to  engage  htm.  Dorfaig  the  night  I  had  brought 
the  brig  to  the  windward  of  Digby,  upon  which  we 
bore  down,  under  the  American  flag,  at  daylight  on 
the  moroing  of  the  eighth,  ready  for  action.  The 
morning  was  thick,  and  it  was  not  until  half-past 
one  o'riock  that  I  was  able  to  ascertain  the  abeence 
o!  the  Oarida ;  whom,  I  afterwards  kanwd,  liad 
not  comnmnleated  with  tlie  shore,  nor  been  seen 
from  Dishy,  since  the  robbery  of  tlt«  brig.  Captain 
Barbours  division  having  now  arrived,  I  landed 
with  five  men,  through  the  surf,  ordering  the  brig 
to  lie  off  and  on,  till  she  should  receive  a  ^gnal 
to  return  to  Hesurado  ;  and,  at  a  few  minutes  past 
nine,  altered  Yellow  Will's  town ;  but  found  the 
fikctory  abandoned,  and  the  slaves  and  neariy  &II 
the  prepvty  gone.  I  soon  teamed  that  tin  whole 
had  ben  conveyed  across  Poor  Biver,  a  broad  and 
deep  stream,  which  has  its  course  panllel  with  this 
part  of  the  const,  and  at  only  two  miles  distance 
from  it.  Messengers  were  immediately  despatched 
to  King  Bristol  and  Witt,  conveying  my  friendly 
assurances;  but  Inusting  on  the  immediate  delivery 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  all  the  slaves  and  property 
belonging  to  the  factory  into  my  handa.  In  reply, 
I  was  opoily  informed,  that  both  reftased  to  comiHy 
with  the  demand,  but  anured  secretly,  by  one  of 
the  head  men,  that  the  King  was  willing  to  se«  me 
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scire  upon  the  concern,  provided  the  bnrinen 
could  be  BO  maaaged  as  to  save  the  appearance  of 
treachery  to  their  customers,  on  the  part  of  hims^ 
and  bis  people.  I  perceived  the  force  and  intention 
of  this  hint  st  onee,  and  took  my  measnna  accord- 
inf^y.  After  a  personal  inter^eir  vitfa  Brist(d  and 
Will,  I  retnmed,  and,  irith  twetve  men,  eroeuag 
the  Poor  Rirer  in  a  BinaU  canoe,  irfaich  coold  carry 
bat  four  men  at  a  time,  soon  obtained  posseasion  of 
the  Spaniards,  at  a  town  situated  a  short  distance 
from  Lliat  in  which  the  wreck  of  the  factory  was 
concealed.  In  the  mean  time,  I  had  perfectly  in- 
formed myself  of  the  exact  state  of  the  concern  at 
that  time.  Twc^of  the  four  Spaniards  kft  uhoT« 
were  ill.  Goods  of  the  valne  of  ninety  slaves  had 
been  already  advanced  to  the  country  dealers,  on 
which  only  fourteen  had  yet  been  received  at  the 
fectory.  Goods  equal  in  value  to  about  six  hundred 
dollars  only,  remained  in  the  factory  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  e^htb,  when,  in  the  oonfusion  caused  by 
the  alarm  at  dayH^dit,  neoriy  the  whole  had  fallen 
into  the  bands  of  tbe  country  people  ;  who,  under 
the  color  of  asristing  the  Spaniards  to  secure  their 
goods,  had  carried  them  off.  But  the  fourteen 
slaves  had  been  preserved.  None  of  the  four  Span- 
iards now  in  my  custody  were  on  board  the  Glarida 
•  at  the  time  of  her  committing  the  piracy  on  the 
fifth,  nor  had  oommunieated  with  her  since  that  act, 
and  there  was  not  even  preaomptive  proof  that  the 
character  of  the  vessel  was  piratical,  by  tbe  laws  of 
Spain,  previous  to  the  perpetration  of  the  robbei^ 
of  that  date.  The  slaves  and  all  the  property  re- 
maining, were  surrendered  into  my  hancto  by  the 
mate,  Kugaste,  at  three  o'clock,  on  the  ninth,  and 
the  four  Spai^arda  discharged  from  custody,  on  tbe 
grounds  just  stated.  A  part  of  the  goods,  as  per 
tbe  accompanying  statement,  amounting  to  forty- 
three  dollars,  was  restored  to  the  mate,  for  the 
purpose  of  subsisUng  himself  and  fats  companions, 
till  an  opportunity  should  oScr  to  take  passage  for 
some  other  part  of  tlie  world.  After  several  other 
deductions  for  expense,  as  per  the  same  statement, 
tbe  residue,  amounting  to  ninety-one  dollars  and 
fifty  cents^  wu  equally  divided  between  tbe  captors 
and  the  United  States  A  quantity  of  spars,  be- 
longing to  the  schooner,  found  at  Wilfs  t^ace,  were 
burnt,  and  the  rice  collected  at  the  factory,  which 
eould  not  be  convenient  bronghi  off,  was  distrib- 
Bted  among  the  natives." 

Thns  ends  the  bnlletin  of  the  first  ezpediUon 
of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Ashmun,  which  resulted,  as  we 
hsTQ  seen,  in  the  invosioa  of  the  territorr  of 
King  Bristol,  tbe  forcible  possession  of  YeUow 
"WaPa  town  for  forty-eight  hours ;  the  capture 
of  five  Spaniards,  and  all  the  slaves  and  proper- 
ty  belonging  to  their  factory ;  the  destruction 
of  a  quantity  of  spars  belonging  to  the  schooner, 
and  of  the  rico  collected  at  the  factory,  withont 
any  other  object,  except  to  punish  a  Spanish  ves- 
sel, and  to  prevent  her  from  carrying  on  a  trade 
sancUoned  by  the  laws  of  Spain. 

The  nest  military  expediUon  is  related  in 
Dr.  Ashman's  letter  to  the  Secretary  <rf  the 
Kavy,  dated  Cape  Mesnrado,  October  £6th, 
1826,  in  which  he  states,  in  substance,  tiiat, 
having  received  information  tiiat  oertmn  slavesj 
destined  for  the  Spanish  ecbooner,  were  secreted 
at  a  French  factory,  on  the  St.  Panl's,  he  under- 
took a  military  expedition  agaimt  tiiat  place, 
Vol,  1X^20 
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which  he  entered  in  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  took  six  prisoners.  This  bnlletin  con- 
cluded in  the  fcdlowing  triomi^iant  s^le: 

"  The  whole  party  returning,  arrived  at  IConrovia, 
in  safety,  after  a  most  fatiguing  expedition  of  twenty- 
five  hours ;  in  which  all  except  myself  and  a  gtuml 
of  seven  men  only,  including  the  boatmen,  had,  with- 
out sleep,  performed  a  forced  march  of  thirty-Avs 
miles,  thran^  a  pathless  country,  of  which  one- 
half  was  traversed  in  the  depth  of  night,  and  the 
other  nnder  the  full  power  of  an  African  sun.  It 
^ires  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  such  a  cheerful  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  African  emancipation  animates  this 
little  corps,  that  not  a  murmur  of  impatience  was, 
during  the  whole  time,  heard  la  the  ranks.  So 
inured  are  the  men  to  the  climate  of  their  adopted 
country,  that  not  an  in<Qvidual  has  suffered  in  bis 
health  fVom  the  extreme  exposure  and  &Ugue  of 
tbe  expedition;  and,  in  such  handsome  military 
style  wastheafbir  conducted,  that  the  very  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  country  through  which  the  route  of  the 
party  lay,  were  scarcely  apprised  of  the  movement, 
before  its  termination,  In  the  return  of  the  peo|de 
to  their  homes." 

It  has  been  said  of  certain  animals,  that, 
when  they  hare  once  tasted  of  blood,  they  will 
be  satined  with  no  other  food.  And  thus  it 
was  with  the  reverend  and  gallant  leader  of 
the  colony  <^  Honroria.  Bis  ai>petite  onoe 
whetted  vith  what  he  calls,  "his  bloody  con- 
flicts of  nearly  three  hoars  with  the  natives," 
and  his  '*  zeal  once  excited  in  the  cause  of  Afri- 
can emuiclpation,"  he  appears  restless  and  dis- 
satisfied when  not  engaged  in  martial  enter- 
prises. 

The  Bnlletin  of  the  next  expedition,  is  dated 
Gape  Mesnrado,  Dec  8, 1825,  and  relates  the 
particulars  of  the  capture  and  destmotion  of  a 
IVench  Slave  Factory,  on  the  St.  Paul's,  five 
miles  (direct  distance  )  from  the  Cape.  The 
occasion  of  this  expedition  is  stated  to  be  that 
"  five  of  the  men  liberated  at  Digby,  impelled 
by  an  innate  love  of  conntry,  had  absented  from 
the  establishment." — and  it  seems  had  been  to- 
ken np  and  detamed  at  this  French  fiietory. 
As  the  letter  i»  diort,  I  will  read  the  whole  of 
it. 

"U.  S.  AonrcT  roa  Recipthbid  Atrioaks, 

Cape  Mewrado,  Ste.  8tA,  1825. 
"  Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  another 
unforeseen  occurrence  has  placed  at  my  disposal 
the  large  additional  number  of  ninety-nine  Africans, 
whom  I  caused  to  be  released  from  their  irons  this 
morning  at  eight  o'clock  ;  and  whom  I  judge  to  be 
proper  objects  of  the  beneficent  provision  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  persona 
liberated  from  illegal  bondage,  uider  the  bws  ftnr 
suppressing  the  slave  trade.  Chi  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, four  of  the  men  liberated  at  Dlgby  on  th^ 
ninth  of  tbe  preceding  month,  impelled  by  that  in- 
nate lore  of  country,  which  none  of  the  vicissitudes 
of  life  can  extinguish  in  the  human  bosom,  deserted 
from  the  establidiment,  passed  the  Uesuraido  River, 
and  disappeared  In  the  boundless  woody  region 
which  extends  to  an  unknown  distance  In  the  inte- 
rior. Knowing  that  if  not  Bpecdlly  brought  back, 
they  must  ineritably  terminate  their  denperate  en- 
terprise in  hopdMi  alavery,  I  hadiecotuse,  wUhoot 
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tlelayi  to  every  meaoB  for  their  recOTerj  which  pitim- 
iBed  to  Buccecd,  but  to  no  purpose.  Intelligence 
of  their  desertioQ,  with  the  offer  of  a  reward  for 
thrir  restoration,  was  immediately  conreyed  to  the 
Afferent  tribes  in  friendly  correspondence  with  the 
Bettlement,  but  no  Information  was  had  of  the  ftigi- 
tives,  before  the  fifth  instant,  when  I  received, 
from  a  Bonrce  entitled  to  credit,  intelligence  that 
tiiree  of  their  number  had  been  reduced  to  slavery 
and  loaded  with  chains  at  the  French  Blave  Factory, 
(m  the  St.  Paul's,  five  miles  (direct  distance)  from 
tha  Oape.  Oa  the  morning  of  the  rixth,  I  de- 
■patdied  three  men  to  demand  the  deeerten  In  the 
name  of  tlie  Uidted  States ;  and  to  inquire  br  what 
means  they  had  &tIeD  into  the  hands  of  the  ractors. 
The  demand  was  evasively  replied  to,  but,  in  answer 
to  the  inquiry,  it  was  stated  that  two  Frenchmen, 
agents  rc^dent  at  the  Factory,  had  bought  them. 
I  then  instructed  the  messengers  ehsrged  vith  the 
order,  to  repeat  it ;  they  did  so,  bnt  witii  no  other 
effect  than  to  draw  from  the  two  fectors  a  written 
declaration  of  their  purpose  to  detain  the  peoide 
indefinitely.  Hading  the  recovery  of  the  men  by 
mere  rational  methods  too  doubtfiil  to  Justify  any 
ftirtiier  delay,  which,  as  a  French  sdiooner  was 
lyliiq;  near,  ready  to  receive  slaves,  might  subject 
uem  to  be  transported  in  a  very  few  hours  forever 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Qovetnmmt  of  the  United 
States,  and  ob^ed  to  regard  the  ground  taken  bv 
the  Factory  as  Uiat  of  virtual  defiuice,  which  justi- 
fied, from  a  growing  concern,  founded  in  avarice 
and  iniquity,  the  apprehendon  of  eventual  conse- 
quences fatal  to  the  l>enevoIent  objects  of  this 
Agency,  I  bad  no  bedtation  in  resolvmg  upon  the 
nn|deasant  duty  of  forcibly  snbTertfaigtheestabBsh- 
ment  altogether.  Captain  James  0.  Barbonr,  of  the 
Infkntry,  with  eighteen  men,  was  accordingly 
chaiged,  last  night  at  nine  o'clocli,  with  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  service.  Two  boats  were  pro- 
vided, in  which  this  Utile  force  embarked  at  two 
o^cIock  this  morning.  Ascending  the  Stockton, 
they  arrived  on  the  St.  Paul's  at  daybreak;  twenty 
Bdnates  afterwards  the  men  were  landed  at  the  Fac- 
tory. In  ten  minutes  the  slaves,  to  tbe  number  of 
forty-three  men,  thirteen  women,  and  forty-three 
children  of  both  sexes,  (In  all  ninety-nine,)  were  in 
the  custody  of  the  officer,  and  in  full  march  along 
tbe  beach  for  Monrovia,  The  boats  received  the 
invalids  and  feeblest  of  the  children,  and  stood 
along  shore  at  musket  shot  distance  abreast  of  the 
party,  advancing  by  land.  The  whole  arrived  safely 
at  ilonrovia,  at  eight  o'dook  tbe  same  morning, 
Just  rix  hours  after  the  setting  out  of  the  party,  and 
eleven  only  after  the  first,  intimation  given  to  the 
officer  who  so  handsomely  cmiducted  it,  that  its 
services  would  be  required.  Of  these  people, 
ninety-eeven  are  in  perfect  health,  two  only  in  a 
feeble  condition,  cMsed  aiqiarMitly  by  rigorous 
treatment.   Bespectflilly,  fto. 

J.  Arairax. 

"F.  B.  In  the  number  of  penou  rescued  aio  In* 
chided  the  tiiree  deserters. ' 
*'  The  Hon.  BiJcncL  L.  SorriuBO, 

Secretary  IT.  8.  Navy,  Watkington  CUy^  U.  5." 

Before  I  leave  these  letters,  I  must  notice 
one  or  two  other  points.  Dr.  Ashmun  states, 
in  his  letter  of  28th  October,  1825,  that  ho 
regarded  himself  as  undoubtedly  possessed  of 
tbe  right "  to  oontrol  the  ponhase  of  the  eighty 


slaves  destined  for  the  Clorido,**  and  that  he  had 
c(mtracted  for  as  many  as  should  be  delivered 
to  him,  at  ten  dollars  per  head,  which  sum  he 
ooasiders  himself  entitled  to  receive  for  the 
United  States,  together  with  a  bounty  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  of  them.  In  his  letter  of  22d 
January,  1626,  he  states  that  the  number  of 
slaves  captured  in  three  expeditions,  were  180. 
"  They  have  nearly  e(nDpleted,"  says  he,  a  vil- 
lage, &c.  Every  indlTidtial  of  A^r  iramber  Is 
in  perfect  health,  and,  as  an  assetoblage  of  rude 
and  ignorant  people,  gathered  out  of  nearly 
twenty  different  tnbes,  pursue  their  labor  with 
a  good  deal  of  spirit,  union,  and  l^nccess.** 

A  little  Airther  on,  he  adds :  Bat  at  pres- 
ent it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to 
suffer  them  to  want  the  constant  guardianship 
of  their  snperintendents.  Several  have  already 
been  driven,  by  their  fears,  to  attempt,  and  a 
few  have,  it  Is  thonigh^  eflbcted  their  esoape^" 

In  Dr.  Ashmnn^s  letter  of  11th  December, 
1 826,  he  states  "  that  the  French  fectors,  whose 
establishment  at  St  Paul's  was  broken  up,  have 
announced  their  intention  to  appeal  to  their 
Government  for  redress." 

Now,  from  these  documents,  Hr.  President 
it  is  manifest  that  the  colony  at  Monrovia,  un- 
der Dr.  AshmuD,  have  made  war  upon  the 
Spaniards,  the  French,  and  the  natives— and 
it  is  absolutely  certain,  ^at  a  perseverance  in 
such  a  course  of  conduct,  must  inevitably  lead 
to  the  destmction  of  the  colony,  unless  tlie 
strong  arm  of  tbe  United  States  shall  be  inter- 
posed to  rescue  them  from  the  natorai  conse- 
qnences  of  their  rashness  and  folly.  It  is  ex- 
pressly declared  by  Dr.  Ashmun,  that  "  he  has 
in  view  the  introdnction  of  a  measure,  on  the 
part  <tf  the  United  States,  for  which  he  believes 
the  time  has  arnTOd,  and  of  which  the  olfject 
shaQ  be  entirely  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  native  authorities  along 
a  given  line  of  coast,  contigooos  to  the  agen- 
cy ; "  and  his  proceedings  are  doubtless  intended 
to  prepare  the  way  for  "  that  measure."  The 

grisoners  taken  and  put  to  labor  under  "  auper- 
itendents,"  (or,  as  we  should  call  them,  over- 
seers,) are,  doubtless,  found  to  be  very  conve- 
nient help*  in  a  colony  so  much  in  wont  of 
phy^cal  strength,  and  productive  labor.  No 
doubt  they  are  treated  as  kindly  as  snch  '*  a 
rude  and  ignorant  people  "  ought  to  be ;  but  so 
little  gratitude  have  tliey  to  *'  their  delivcreni," 
that  uey  are  only  prevented  from  "  effecting 
thdr  escape,"  by  the  "  constant  guardianship  d: 
their  superintendents." 

Let  it  not  be  said,  dr,  that  the  Goloidzation 
Society  are  not  justly  cliargeablo  with  these 
unwarrantable  proceedings  on  the  part  of  their 
agent.  They  have  sanctioned,  and  approved  of 
them.  It  is  true,  sir,  (uid  I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  say  so,)  that  Dr.  Ashmun  is  also  the 
agent  of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  of  8d 
March,  181d,  for  transporting  captured  Africans 
from  uie  United  States  to  their  own  country — 
an  act  which  never  anthorized  the  slightest 
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oonnectioa  with  any  oolonr  lit  Africa,  but 
wbicbf  most  nnwammtably,  naa  been  bo  used. 
Of  Dr.  Ashman's  eondact,  however,  our  Got- 
emment  has  formally  dlsq>proved.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  of  10th  Angost, 
1^6,  written  for  the  purpose  of  being  commu- 
nicated to  Dr.  Ashmnn,  says : 

**  Sbontd  it  appear,  hereafter,  that  iome  of  the  re- 
eaptared  Afiicaiu  have  beea  taken  to  Trade  town, 
eonflned,  and  were  abont  to  be  sold  again  Into  slav- 
ery, and  that  Mr.  Ashmun  went  do  farther  than  wss 
found  necessary  to  rescue  them,  his  conduct,  as  the 
agent  of  the  GoTcminent,  will  not  be  condemned.  8o 
fiir  as  he  has  acted  for  the  Colonization  Societv,  in  re- 
capturing the  Colonists,  be  will  loolc  to  that  society, 
both  to  expUfai  bis  conduct,  and  be  jiutifled  or  con- 
demned by  it.  The  same  remark  u  applicable  to 
the  previous  expeditions.  So  far  as  he  acted  as  the 
agent  of  the  society,  the  OoTernment  doee  not 
mean  to  interfere  with  bis  responsibility  to  it  But 
the  Frendent  thinks  it  necessary  to  disapprore  of 
Us  conduct  in  those  expeditions,  so  &r  as  be  has 
any  ewuieclSon  with  the  Govemment.  As  agent 
of  the  United  States,  for  a  specified  otnect,  he  had 
nojustifiable  cause  to  break  up  establisbroents  sup- 
posed  to  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  Clatido,  or 
any  other  persona,  and  to  take  the  people  found 
there  to  the  Agency,  to  be  maintained  at  the  pub- 
Uc  expense.  Our  Government,  in  establishing  the 
Agency,  had  one  object,  only,  in  view — ^to  provide 
a  place  to  which  Africans,  ill^ally  brought  into  the 
United  States,  or  lawfully  captured  by  our  cruisers 
upon  the  ocean,  might  be  carried,  and  taken  care  of^ 
mitil  they  could,  with  propriety,  be  restored  to  their 
own  country,  tribe,  or  notion.  It  has  not  intended  to 
authorize,  nor  bos  it  authorized,  a  forcible  and  war- 
like attack  upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  na- 
tion, with  a  view  to  suppress  the  stave  trade,  or  to 
aecomidish  any  other  object,  no  natter  how  desir- 
able, to  advance  the  cause  of  humanity.  You  will, 
therefore,  furnish  to  Ur.  Ashninn  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  that  he  may  see  the  light  in  which  Ids  con- 
duct is  viewed  by  the  GovcmmenL  He  has  made 
a  claim  for  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  tliird  and 
fourth  sections  of  tlie  act  of  Sd  Ibreb,  1819 ;  but 
it  cannot  be  granted.  The  case  of  Africans  libei^ 
atcd  from  tb«r  captors  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  that  act. 
It  is  understood,  from  bis  several  letters,  that  about 
170  Africans  were  liberated,  in  his  various  expedi- 
tions, and  brought  Into  the  Agency,  and  are  now  on 
expense  there.  The  accounts  for  their  support  to 
this  time,  will  pertkaps  be  paid ;  but  they  must  cease 
to  be  a  chai^  to  the  Government,  and  restored  to 
their  tribes  as  speedily  as  possible,  or  supported  In 
some  other  mode.  The  fbud  devoted  to  this  object 
b  now  much  reduced,  and,  unless  increased  by 
Congress,  will  not  t>car  a  continuance  of  the  bur- 
den. Should  captures  be  made  during  the  year, 
recourse  must  be  bad  to  another  appropriation,  to 
enable  the  Department  to  comply  with  the  law. 
For  the  same  reason,  tho  reward  of  ten  dolhrni, 
offered  br  him  for  each  negro  deHvered,  is  not  ap- 
iwoTcd.  It  was  not  prudent,  nor  authorised  by  bia 
lost  ructions  from  the  Government.'* 

I  tHI  not  stop  to  comment  on  the  nice  tlis- 
tinction  here  taken,  which  adopts  for  the  Gov- 
ernment all  the  lawn]  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  and 
throws  all  the  rat  ou  tha  GohmlBatiou  Sodety. 


Bat,  I  most  remark,  that  the  eooiety  seema 

very  willing  to  take  all  these  on  themselves : 
for,  at  the  celebrated  meeting,  at  which  this 
ve^  petition  had  its  birth,  the  thanks  of  the 
sooie^  were  UDanimoasly  given  to  Dr.  Ash- 
mun, for  the  "  ftuthfulness,  zeal,  and  ability, 
with  which  he  has  fblSUed  his  duties  as  agent 
of  the  society;"  and  that,  to&  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  ali  the  &ota  whidh  I  have  no- 
ticed. 

And  now  the  qnestion  arises,  is  it  proper  for 
the  Senate  even  to  refer  to  a  committee,  or  to 
entertain,  for  a  moment,  this  petition,  em- 
bracing objects  so  important  and  so  qnestion- 
abla,  and  ocHning  here  at  a  period,  and  nnder 
cironmstanoes,  which  forbid  a  calm  and  deUb- 
erate  examination  of  the  sul^Ject  1  For  my  own 
part,  I  confess  the  claims  set  up  In  the  petition 
are  snch,  tliat  I  shoald  at  no  Ume  be  willing 
even  to  consider  them.  The  mere  statement 
of  thoDCL  is  enough  fot  me.  Bat,  if  gentlemen 
think  otherwise — ^if  they  shonld  ^ink  that  the 
proposition  of  applying  the  national  funds  to 
transporting  colored  people  abroad,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  colony  in  Africa,  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  still  I  would  submit,  that  the^ 
ought  not  to  1>e  received  and  considered  at  this 
time.  The  session  has  neorlypassed  away — 
but  two  weeks  more  remain.  This  sulgect  can- 
not be  finally  acted  on.  And  why,  there- 
fore, shotdd  we  embarrass  ourselves,  create 
needless  exdtement^  and  waste  the  ]»ecions 
time  of  this  House,  on  an  odious  and  most  im- 
profitable  sul^ectt  I  hape^  sir,  the  petition 
will  be  Uii  on  the  table,  and  I  shall  make  you 
tliaC  motion  as  -soon  as  gentlemen,  who  may 
desire  to  e^hdn  ^dr  viewB,  shall  have  been 
heard. 

Mr.  GHAiniLBB  inquired  by  whom  the  me- 
morial was  signed:  and,  on  examination,  it 
was  found  that  no  signature  was  attached  to  it. 

Mr.  EiNO  stud  he  believed  it  was  a  rule  of 
the  Senate,  that  a  member  most  present  a  me- 
morial or  petition  as  his  own,  or  it  must  be 
signed  by  the  petitioner  or  memorialist.  There- 
fore, if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  did  not 
assume  it^  he  did  not  aee  how  tbe  Senate  could 
act  upon  it,  as  it  was  not  posrible  to  determine 
whence  it  came,  not  being  irigned. 

Mr.  Chaxbebs  was  not  disposed  to  assume 
the  memorial  as  his  own ;  still,  he  considered 
that,  as  it  was  entitied  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  that  society  being 
well  Icnown,  he  thoaght  it  snfBciently  plain 
whence  the  document  came.  In  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  Mr.  C.  could  give 
assurance,  tliat  this  actually  was  the  memorial 
of  the  Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Bekribn  said,  the  objections  extended  a 
little  further.  It  was  the  petition  of  a  body  of 
persons  who  hod  really  no  l^al  existence.  If 
it  had  been  the  petition  of  an  individual,  and 
the  member  presenting  it  could  veriff  his  hand- 
writing :  or,  if  the  individuabi  fDrmlng  that  so- 
ciety had  placed  fheir  names  to  this  memorial, 
the  Senate  might  act  upon  it.  But  the  petitiftt 
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et  no  body,  witfaoat  a  legal  adstence,  could  1m 
gostiuned  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Ohambkbs  answered  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  from  Qeoi^a.  He  thought  that 
no  rule  of  the  Senate  ought  to  exclnde  any  citi- 
len,  or  body  of  citizens,  from  presenting  their 
■wishes  to  the  Senate,  nnless  tiiat  riAe  was  ex- 
erted for  some  useful  purpose.  The  rule  was 
mode  to  preserve  the  Seuate  from  deception, 
and  to  guard  against  entertaining  petitions 
from  fictitious  applicants.  But  it  was  sufficient 
if  the  petition  was  vouched  for,  and  the  style 
in  wbiai  it  was  worded  was  nneiceptionable. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  South  Carolina,  in  commenting 
on  the  memorial,  observed,  that  it  was  before 
the  Senate  without  any  solid  form.  It  was  ft 
mere  name,  and  no  person  was  designated  by 
it,  to  whom  an  appropriation  might  be  given, 
should  Congress  see  fit  to  make  it.  It  was  the 
doty  of  Congress  to  know  who  to  refer  to,  and 
who  was  responsible:  bnt  as,  in  this  matter, 
no  one  was  known,  and  as  pnvilegeB  or  dona- 
tions conld  not  be  granted  to  a  mere  name,  he 
thought  the  Senate  could  not  act  upon  the  me- 
monal.  In  continuance,  he  gave  a  slight  glance 
at  the  history  of  the  origin  and  the  progress  of 
tiie  society,  and  alladed  to  the  proceedings  at 
the  late  meeting  in  the  Representatives  Hall, 
at  which,  he  remarked,  it  hod  been  stated  that 
the  object  of  the  society  was,  to  transport,  an- 
nually, to  Africa,  6,000  free  blacks,  which,  it 
was  said,  wonld  cost  1,040,000  dollars;  and 
this  was  to  be  given,  although,  bat  a  few  days 
since,  tihey  conld  hardly  afibrd  to  reduce  a  few 
hundred  thousand  doUars  on  the  Salt  tax. 
But  he  saw  another  object  in  all  this,  which 
must  be  connected  with  the  colonization  of  the 
free  blacks,  and  which  he  did  not  wish  to  touch 
npon.  The  free  blacks,  he  thought,  would  be 
better  where  they  were,  than  to  send  them  to 
Africa,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  scheme. 
There  was  more  designed  by  this  application, 
than  appeared  on  the  face  of  it.  It  was  an  en- 
tering wedge,  which  he  should  oppose.  Ho, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Chair  then  observed,  that  it  wonld  refer 
the  Senate  to  a  rale  by  which  discnssion  was 
OTohilnted  on  a  question  to  be  dedded  the 
Chair.  It  ought  to  have  been  menticoiea  be- 
fore. The  decidtin  of  the  Chair  was,  that  no 
petititm  ooold  be  acted  npon,  unless  signed,  or 
written  in  the  presence  m  the  member,  or  un- 
less the  handwriting  was  averred  by  the  mem- 
ber presenting  it.  Such  was  the  rule  in  Jefier- 
Bon's  manual. 

Mr.  CiiAMBKRs  Bud  he  conld  not  take  it  npon 
himself  to  aver  It;  and  (after  some  flurther  con- 
versation on  the  subject,) 

The  papers  were,  ror  the  present,  wittidrawn. 

Payment  far  Slate*  deported  "by  the  BritiA  dur- 
ing tJu  laU  War. 
On  motion  (tf  Kr.  BmsiKir}  the  bOI  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  d^ms  under  the  first 
articis  of  the  Trea^  of  Ghent}  was  taken  up, 
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and  having  been  read  a  second  time,  its  objects 
and  det^  were  briefly  explained  by  Mr.  Bzb- 

Mr.  Cbasdixr  inqi^red  what  was  the  ottJeet 
of  the  provision  in  the  10th  section,  in  relation 
to  the  mvestment  of  the  Aind  in  four  per  cent, 
stock. 

Mr.  Holmes  observed  that^  as  it  wonld  be  a 
considerable  period  before  ^e  sum  would  be 
paid  to  the  claimants,  it  was  oonndered  desir- 
ous that  the  money  ahoold  not  He  nnprodiic- 
tive. 

Mr.  Chakbehs  observed  that  the  benefit  would 
be  derived  by  the  claimants,  who  would  receive 
their  clidms  with  interest 

Mr.  EiNO  oljected  to  tlte  power  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  invest  the  money 
in  stock,  as,  when  the  claimants  came,  and  de- 
manded their  respective  amounts,  where  would 
the  money  be?  It  wonld  be  invested:  and 
wonld  they  be  satisfied  to  receive  stock?  Tbe 
stock  might  at  that  time  be  depredated;  and.  If 
they  took  ii^  instead  of  being  goners,  tliey  might 
lose  by  the  investment.  He  was  feaiful  Uiat  the 
money  of  the  clumants  would  be  swallowed  up 
by  the  complicated  means  of  trnnsocting  the 
bofflness.  He  should  prefer  the  simple  process 
to  an  this  machinery ;  and  he  was  afruid  that 
three  CommlsMoners,  with  salaries  of  three 
tlionsand  dollars,  and  a  Secretary  and  Oerk, 
would  rather  impede  than  advance  the  inte^ 
ests  of  the  daimants. 

Mr.  Hoxjus  said  he  had  objected,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  to  the  board  ot 
Commissioners.  But  that  gentleman  prc^Meed 
no  other  method ;  and  bow  then  should  th^ 
come  at  any  improved  mode?  Tlie  numey 
must  be  distributed,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
somebody  should  be  chai^jed  with  that  duty. 
The  daitnanta  themselves  conld  not  do  it;  and 
it  was  plain  that  somebody  must  he  appointed. 
It  had  been  proposed  in  the  committee,  to  ap- 
point but  one  Commissioner;  but  the  question 
arose,  whether  the  claimants  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  decisions  of  one  Commissioner;  it  was 
thought  that  they  would  not,  and  it  was  deemed 
better  to  appoint  three,  to  serve  for  two  years. 
It  was  now  pretty  well  ascertdned  tiiat  the 
duties  of  tbe  Commission  would  last  about  two 
years:  and  the  question  i^  whether  the  money 
due  these  claimants,  and  now  in  the  Bank  of 
the  ITnited  States,  shall  lie  idle,  or  shdl  be  em- 
ployed in  a  prodnctive  manner;  whether  the 
United  States  shall  take  the  money,  and  pay  the 
claimants  fonr  per  cent  for  tliense  of  it,  or  shdl 
invest  it  in  four  per  cent  stock!  Of  course,  if 
the  claimants  are  not  hereafter  willing  to  take 
the  stock,  the  United  States  will  pay  them  the 
money.  It  will  not  force  them  to  take  depre- 
ciated stock. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  had  no  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  United  States  the  parties  in  a  petty  stock 
operation.   Tbe  bill  was  to  give  the  claimants 

Sower  to  come  to  the  Treasury  and  claim  their 
ivldenda,  and  four  per  cent  npon  them.  'Why 
was  tiie  Government  to  be  tnrolTed  fat  thai 
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trool^f  It  vas  never  d<Hie  to  meroantile 
olaimanti,  wIm  never  reoeiTed  the  interest  on 
their  claims.  The  GovernmeDt  did  not  want 
to  take  this  money  as  a  loan ;  whjy  then,  was 
tbid  proTision  made,  and  why  was  it  proposed 
to  make  a  very  diflSonIt  matter  of  one  that  was 
elcar  in  itself?  To  remove  this  ^fBcalty,  he 
woald  move  to  strike  out  the  last  section  of  the 
bUl. 

Ur.  SnjBBBB  thought,  if  the  United  States 
wanted  tlie  money,  it  would  be  perfectly  proper 
to  retain  it  in  the  Treasnry,  and  pay  an  interest 
onitof  fonr  percent.;  rat,  should  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry  invest  tiie  money  in  Btock^ 
and,  when  called  <br,  that  stock  shonld  be  at 
a  disoonot,  would  it  not  be  prodnctive  of  much 
£fficaltv  and  discontent? 

Ur.  Bebkien  said,  that  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  was  mistaken.  He  had  prob- 
ably not  read  the  bill.  He  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  hill  enforced  npon  the  United  States 
the  alternative  of  either  taking  the  money,  and 
^ving  four  per  cent,  interwt,  or  of  investing  it 
in  four  per  cent,  stock.  But  it  was  not  so.  On 
the  contrary,  it  left  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry  the  choice  of  doine  the  onh  or  the 
other,  or  neither,  as  he  should  see  fit.  Did  the 
United  States  want  the  money  ?  Then  take  it, 
and  pay  the  four  per  cent.  If  they  did  not  want 
it,  then  invest  it  in  some  stock  that  riiall  yield 
four  per  cent.,  and  let  tlie  claimants  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  The  only  object  of  this  provimon 
was,  to  make,  if  possible,  some  exertion  of  the 
powers  of  Oonpress  for  the  benefit  of  these  claim- 
ante,  and,  if  possible,  to  tlie  advantage  of  the 
United  States.  'Why  should  the  discretionary 
power  be  token  ft-om  the  bill  in  which  it  wss 
inserted  for  the  benefit  of  the  dumants,  who 
had  been  long  enoogh  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erty, and  ought  to  be  ^ven  every  advantage 
possible?  He  would  repeat,  that  it  was  niit 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States  to  follow 
either  of  the  courses  pointed  out.  When  the 
last  section  of  tliis  bill  was  framed,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
was  denroQB  to  ensure  this  little  boon  to  the 
claimants,  in  addition  to  the  share  they  would 
receive  on  the  divirion  d  the  fdnd  allotted  for 
their  payment.  If  the  Senate  approve  of  it,  he 
ahonid  be  gratified. 

Mr.  SmxH,  of  South  Carolina,  thought  the 
10th  section  ought  to  he  stricken  out  Tlie 
United  States  did  not  want  to  loan  the  money : 
part  of  it  had  been  already  pud,  and  he  had 
understood  that  the  United  States  had  com- 
muted with  the  United  States  Bank  for  eleven 
percent.  "Why  shonld  this  be  ?  "Whynotletthe 
Commissioners  give  the  interest  and  profit  on  this 
sum  due  the  claimants  to  them  ?  Why  should 
not  the  Commissioners  give  to  each  claimant  a 
draft  on  each  branch  bank  of  the  State  in  which 
he  resides,  for  the  princifMil  and  interest  in  fall, 
from  the  time  the  money  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  United  States!  "nie  gentleman 
from  Geor:gia  had  stated  that  the  provision  was 
notfanperatlve;  and  that  the  course  to  be  taken 
waa  diacretionary.  But^  he  bdieved,  that,  if 


the  provision  was  retained  the  clumants  would 
receive  their  sbiares  in  stocks,  and  whether  it 
was  depreciated  or  not,  was  a  chance  which 
they  would  ri^.  Some  immediate  application 
ought  to  be  made,  as  the  claimants  had  lain  out 
of  their  money  ten  years,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
high  time  they  should  receive  their  money. 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  commented  at 
some  length  on  this  motion,  observing  Uiat  two 
plana  had  suggested  themselves  to  the  commit- 
tee that  reported  this  bill.  One  was  to  deposit 
the  money  in  the  Treasury,  ami  employ  it  as 
well  08  possible,  and  the  other,  to  invest  it  ia 
some  prodaetive  stock.  A  lam  snm  of  thU 
money  having  already  been  paid  to  this  Ouv- 
emment  b^  the  British  Minister,  it  was  thoneht, 
as  some  time  would  el^se  before  it  reached 
the  d^mants,  in  the  mean  time  it  had  better 
be  invested.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  consid- 
ered that  a  portion  of  the  money  paid  over 
now,  would  be  more  acceptable  Uian  a  delay 
until  the  whole  of  the  clums  should  have  been 
investigated.  As  the  whole  amount  of  the 
claims  were  about  1,500,000  dollars,  and  as 
1,200,000  had  been  received,  there  could  be  no 
risk  in  paying  76  per  cent,  on  the  claims  im- 
mediately ;  or,  to  put  it  lower,  he  thought  even 
riz^  per  cent,  in  hand  would  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  to  wait  the  final  decision  of  the  Cora- 
mimoners.  The  whole  of  the  dalm  was,  as  he 
bad  said,  one  million  and  a  half;  and,  if  the  inter- 
est were  computed,  it  would  be  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half.  But  the  elements  would  be 
well  satisfied  with  their  principal.  There  were 
many  difiiculties  in  the  way  of  this  settlement. 
It  would  be  very  difficult  to  decide  upon  the 
number  of  slaves  carried  away ;  it  would  also 
be  for  the  Commissioners  to  fix  on  what  sort  of 
evidence  would  be,  in  their  view,  satisfactory. 
This  would  cause  a  long  period  to  elapse  before 
the  whole  could  be  decided  npon ;  and  he  had 
ascertained  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  part  of 
the  sum  would  be  acceptable  to  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Siin-n,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  what 
the  difference  would  be,  whether  the  dollar* 
were  ptud  here,  or  in  Enslandf 

Mr.  Bhitk,  of  Maryland,  said  that,  if  the  dol- 
lars were  obtained  here,  they  would  be  worth 
100  cents ;  while,  in  England,  their  valne  waa 
110  cents. 

Mr.  Wnrra  did  not  like  the  alternative  in  the 
10th  section.  The  course  onglit  to  be  fixed  on 
by  Congress.  Every  officer  of  the  Government 
should  nave,  in  all  payments  of  money  entrust- 
ed to  him,  some  specific  directions.  They 
ought  to  know  now  whether  this  sum  was  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  or  whether  held 
in  trust.  If  the  money  was  lidd  out  in  stock 
would  the  claimants  take  it?  If  itwoatobe 
considered  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
then  let  them  take  it,  and  pay  the  claims  with 
four  per  cent,  interest,  when  the  certificates 
were  presenteia.  If  it  waa  to  be  invested  in 
stock,  the  section  ought  to  provide  for  the  sole 
of  this  stock.  As  to  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States,  he  tlunj^t  the  Government  and  the 
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bank  two  diadnot  things.  Buppoae  the  bank 
bad  made  a  pondiaae  of  bills  of  exchange — 
vhetiier  from  oor  Oorernment  or  the  Bndah 
ICioister,  the  bank  had  the  benefit  of  it ;  it  was 
a  Ijank  operation,  and  interested  the  United 
States  no  farther  than  as  stockholders  in  the 
institation.  If  the  Government  made  auj  thing 
be  ^oold  entirely  agree  vith  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  OandiuL  that  it  ought  to  be  paid 
to  tiie  datmanta:  but  It  was  not  so.  He 
thooght  tiiat  tike  prqjeet  of  paying  70  per  cent, 
was  not  praolieable.  It  oonld  not  be  dicme  nntfl 
the  cWms  were  all  aseertdned,  as,  nntil  then, 
it  was  impossible  to  decide  how  much  each  one 
ahonld  receive.  The  definitive  list  did  not,  he 
bdieved,  comprise  all  the  claims.  When  they 
were  Mlj  decided  upon,  all  the  ol^manta 
would  comefoward  and  receive  their  propor- 
tioDs  of  the  dividend.  How  much  it  woold  be, 
was  uncertain ;  it  might  be  60,  and  it  might  be 
100  per  cent ;  and,  if  it  shoold  pay  the  whole 
principal,  and  20  per  cent,  mterost,  so  much 
the  better.  He  found  no  fiuilt  with  the  bill ; 
If  he  had  been  disposed  to  recommend  any 
thing,  it  would  be  that  the  old  craounisnoner, 
who  was  well  acqnainted  with  all  the  detub 
at  the  snifjeet,  and  oonld,  In  a  diortm-  time,  aet- 
fie  the  qnesUons  which  would  arise  in  this  in- 
Testigation  of  these  cUms,  than  persoiu  unae- 
gnunted  with  them,  shoiud  be  re-appointed. 
He  was  very  willing  that  the  olaimants  should 
receive  an  interest  on  their  money ;  but  he  did 
not  approve  of  leaving  the  disposal  of  the  mon- 
ey to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Tazbwell  said,  tliat  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  did  not  stand  alone. 
There  was  another  motion,  which,  although 
not  now  before  the  Senate,  had  been  touched 
upon,  and  was,  therefore,  open  to  comment. 
He  meant  the  proposition  to  pay  7S  per  cent, 
of  the  claims.  What  were  the  facts!  The 
Chjvemnient  of  Great  Brit^  having  acknowl- 
edge itself  Indebted,  not  to  the  Government, 
bnt  to  the  dtizena  of  the  United  States,  the 
Goveniment  assumes  the  dioracter  of  a  re- 
ecivcr  for  those  citizens.  In  discharge  of  the 
obligation,  Great  Britain  had  already  paid  a 
certain  sum,  and,  no  donbt,  wonld  pay  more. 
It  belongs  to  the  United  Bt^eato  provide  somo 
method  for  paying  this  money.  In  just  propor- 
tion, to  the  cliumantB.  This  bill  was  to  pro- 
vide for  that  distribution.  He  thought  it  en- 
cumbered with  too  much  machinery,  which  he 
would  notice  hereafter.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  claims  could  not  all  be  settled  nntil  by  the 
end  of  next  Congran;  and,  meanwhile,  it  was 

Eroposed  that  the  money  abould  be  Invested, 
tarins  that  period,  the  United  States  wonld 
have  uiis  lari^  sum  of  money  in  the  Treasnry, 
in  which  they  have  no  direct  interest;  and, 
really,  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  justice 
would  dictate  its  bdng  ^plied  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  profit  to  the  eUlmants.  This  was  the 
course  pointed  out  in  courts  of  justice  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  was  fonnded  on  jirinci- 
ples  of  JusUce,  that,  where  mcoey  was  m  the 
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hands  of  the  coort,  and  it  was  ascertained  who 
was  the  ri^tfnl  owner,  it  should  not  be  kept 
unproductive,  bnt  should  be  so  applied  as  was 
best  for  the  Interest  of  the  person  who  ^ould 
finally  be  decided  to  be  its  owner.  The  prin- 
ciple, then,  was  plain,  and  the  question  was^ 
how  diould  it  be  applied?  Could  it  be  em- 
ployed by  the  United  States!  He  believed 
there  was  no  donbt  that  tt  could ;  there  wa% 
he  bdieved,  three  mllliotts  ot  the  paWc  debt 
dne;  and  why  not  pay^itf  Vhy  not  apply 
this  mon^  fiv  <rar  own  purposes,  and  then  pay 
to  the  claimants  tiie  interest  for  its  nsel  Or, 
why  not  lay  it  out  for  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  redeem  it  at  rix  per 
cent.?  Ihna,  the  GormuuMit  would  make 
two  per  cent.,  and  four  per  cent,  would  be 
mode  for  the  clumants.  Indeed,  he  thought 
the  interest  to  be  paid  them  might  be  put 
higher.  The  Government  were  borrowing 
money  at  five  per  cent. ;  and,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  it  wonld  oe  peculiariy  hard  if  they  could 
allow  bnt  fonr  per  cent  on  this  mraey,  which 
might  be  looked  np<m  as  a  kind  of  fia-oed  loan. 
But,  it  had  been  aaid,  that  it  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  dftlmanta,  to  give  them  sixty  per 
cent,  on  their  ddms,  at  once.  He  ahotud  be 
willing  to  agree  to  this,  if  he  thonght  so:  bat, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  it  would  be  rather 
injurious  than  beneficial,  if  it  was  at  all  prae- 
ticable.  It  certainly  ^ipeored  to  him  that  this 
would  be  productive  of  partiality,  and  conse- 
quent  discontent  The  payment  of  the  claims 
would  then  be  according  to  chance,  or,  pei^ 
haps,  the  caprice  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
claims  would  not  come  in  at  the  same  time ;  as 
th^  were  presented,  they  would  be  docketed ;  • 
and  why  should  one  be  paid  his  clum  eighteen 
months  before  the  other,  merely  because, 
clionce,  it  was  on  the  first  part  of  the  docket! 
Beades,  Hr  T.  thought,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Tumeasee,  that  it  was  entirdy  uncertain 
vliat  the  amount  to  be  paid  might  be ;  and,  it 
might  happen,  after  all  the  olaima  were  pre- 
sented, that  the  claimants  would  not  be  enti- 
tled to  more  than  thirty  per  cent  And,  sup- 
pose one  clumant  were  to  apply  at  an  early 
period,  and  obtain  his  sevens-five  per  cent, 
while,  afterwards,  it  should  turn  out  that  they 
had  paid  him  more  than  his  share,  how  could  it 
be  forced  from  him  I  He  would  argue  that  he 
had  a  vested  right  in  the  money  which  they 
liad  paid  him,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
that  be  neither  could,  nor  would,  refund  the 
money.  The  gentleman  fiton  Loniriane  had 
said,  that  the  amoont  was  ascertained;  and 
tiiat  ft  certain  p<nrtion  oonld  aafiely  be  paid  now. 
But  it  waa  not  ao.  He  knew  tliat  |1,600,000 
made  the  whcde  of  the  definitive  list ;  bat,  in 
the  bill,  as  well  as  in  the  treaties,  there  was  a 

Erovision  for  claims  not  included  in  that  list 
[e  did  not  )mow  what  their  amount  would  be  i 
it  might  be  large,  and  it  might  be  small ;  but 
it  certainly  was  not  safe  to  put  them  out  of 
view,  in  paying,  summarily,  a  portion  of  the 
fund  to  those  dSiduianta  now  known.   A  great 
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many  qaesUons,  of  eerious  import,  would  re- 
qoire  Bettlement  by  the  Board  of  OomnUflsion- 
erti,  before  a  eingle  certificate  could  be  issued. 
Tliese  reasons  induced  him  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  ont  the  tenth  section ;  and,  as  to 
the  payment  of  seventy-five  per  cent.,  he  oonld 
easilj  see  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  those  who  wonld  be  paid  first ;  and,  as 
easily,  that  it  woold  be  great  iijiisdee  to  the 
other  claimants. 

Mr.  HoLMBS  said,  that  tbe  oaae,  to  hin,  ap- 
peared  a  very  dear  one.  The  section  did  not 
enjoin  it  as  a  duty  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasaiT  to  invest  tlie  money  in  four  per  cent. 
Btoclcfl,  but  left  it  to  the  di8<7etion  of  that  offi- 
cer, eitlHir  80  to  invest  it^  or,  if  the  United 
States  let^oed  i^  the  Oovemment  were  to  pay 
ih«  4  per  cent.  As  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia nad  said,  it  was  an  established  nsage, 
where  money  was  held  in  trust  by  public  au- 
thorities, to  apply  it  in  snch  a  manner  as  to 
yield  an  interest  to  the  owner.  Why,  then, 
shoold  it  not  be  done  I  It  was  of  no  impor- 
tance, and  not  worth  disputing  about,  that  the 
United  States  received  a  profit^  so  that  the 
eli^mants  rec^red  tbe  fbor  per  cent. 

Mr.  Taekwsu.  said,  that  whm  the  Oonvoi- 
tbtt  had  been  appc^ted  by  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander, a  definitive  list  was  to  be  presented. 
Bat  many  honajlde  claimuits  were  not,  through 
error,  or  some  other  reason,  included  in  the 
Itet;  luid  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
wonld  not  include  in  the  treaty  any  person  not 
named  in  that  list.  One  of  these  cases  was 
that  of  a  gentleman  of  New  Orleans.  The 
treaty  lately  made,  did,  however,  make  pro- 
vision for  those  not  included  in  the  list.  Thus 
it  was  highly  improper  to  make  any  disposition 
of  this  matter,  until  the  Oommissioners  had 
decided  on  the  fnll  amount  of  the  cliums. 

After  a  few  observations  fVom  Messrs  Oham- 
BKBs,  and  Smftb,  of  Maryland,  the  question  on 
sMkittg  ont  the  tenth  seetionj  was  taken,  and 
negatived— 16  to  SI. 

Mr.  Tazbwbu.  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
ikr€$j  and  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  word  one; 
I»roviding  for  the  app<^tment  of  one  Commis- 
nouer,  instead  of  three. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  did  not  see  the  neoesstly 
of  all  tiie  machinery  that  had  been  attached  to 
the  bill.  The  difficulties  attending  the  object 
to  be  effected  by  it  were  only  increased,  as  a 
multiplication  of  screws  and  pnllies  always  in- 
creased the  fricti<»i  of  the  machinery,  and  con- 
•eqnentiy  lessened  the  power  of  the  machine. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  three  men  were  ne- 
eenoaty  to  settle  what  had  been  nuunly  settled 
already.  And  they  woold  delay  very  essen- 
tfally  the  final  a^nstment.  It  was  his  opinion 
fliat  the  American  Oommlsrioner  employed  to 
settle  tbe  daims  thus  ftr — who  had  examined 
them,  and  mnst  be  more  or  less  acqnainted 
with  the  nature  of  each  one,  wonld  be  the 
mott  fit  person  to  perform  this  duty,  and  would 
do  it  to  the  more  perfect  satisfaction  of  the 
liaaiw  interested,  and  of  the  Government.  JS 


this  proposition  was  agreed  to,  he  should  fol- 
low it  up  by  proposing  to  strike  out  the  other 
unnecessary  wheels  and  pullies,  which  now 
cl(^ged  the  operation  of  the  bill.  In  one 
word,  he  had  no  deure  to  appoint,  in  any  case, 
a  greater  number  of  officers  to  perform  a  duty, 
tiiau  were  necessary.  When  large  salaries 
were  paid,  he  thought  at  least  economy  might 
be  used  in  the  nnmber  of  officers  to  be  ap- 
pointed. By  adopting  bis  amendment,  and 
dispensing  with  two  Commiasionera,  with  salo- 
lies  of  l£ree  thoosazid  ddlars,  nx  thousand 
dollars  would  be  saved,  and  be  wought  the  ser- 
vices would  be  as  well,  if  not  better  performed. 

Mr.  Whitb  thought,  if  the  American  Com- 
missioner was  appointed,  the  whole  subjeot 
would  be  satis&ctorily  arranged.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  member  from  Georgia,  that  delay 
was  the  price  that  must  be  pfUd  for  justice ;  to 
a  certain  extent,  he  agreed  that  it  was  so ;  but 
he  was  of  opinion  tbat  three  Commissioners, 
instead  of  one,  would  be  of  so  litUe  advantage^ 
as  not  to  outweigh  the  oonaderation  of  the  ad- 
ditional expense.  As  to  appeals  to  Congress  in 
case  of  dissatisfiaction,  it  md  not  ^pear  proba* 
ble  that  it  would  be  at  all  inovased  or  diminr 
iahedin  one  case  or  the  other.  Whether  three 
Oommtsrioners  or  cm  was  s{^(rfnted,  persons 
who  did  not  succeed  in  obtaudng  tneir  de- 
mands, would  i^peal  to  Congress.  It  was 
always  the  case.  There  was  never  a  Commis- 
uou  from  Which  disappointed  claimants  did 
not  appeaL  It  was,  however,  objected,  tiiat 
the  appointment  of  one  Commissioner,  in  thia 
case,  would  not  give  the  claimant  tbe  some 
privileges  as  were  enjoyed  by  citizens  in  other 
coses.  But  he  need  only  remind  the  Senate 
that  one  man  bad  had,  in  certain  cases,  the 
keeping  and  disposition  of  the  enormous^sums 
entmsted  to  the  United  States  Courts,  in  nine 
States,  and  decided  on  all  bi^  criminal  cases 
without  i^peaL  He  thou^t  the  tmst  In  this 
case  no  more  dangerous  than  In  others,  and  ha 
was  disposed,  therefore,  to  fall  in  with  the  mo- 
tion. He  believed  the  principles  on  which  the 
a4iQ(Uc8ti(»iswere  to  bemade,  wera  estaWshed 
in  times  past,  and  that  there  would  be  no  great 
difficulty,  except  in  tiie  hesring  of  testimony. 
He  should  make  no  propomtion;  but  would 
merely  inquire  whether,  in  the  case  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Commissioners,  two  could 
not  act,  if  t^ere  should  be  no  necessity  for  the 
servioes  of  tbe  third.  He  thought,  however, 
that  one  would  be  competent  to  do  all  that 
would  be  required. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Tazkwkix^s  amendment 
was  then  taken,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative, 
19  to  18. 

Mr.  Tazbwbll  then  moved  the  taribtt 
amendment  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
word  Secretary,  so  that  the  appointments 
should  be  confined  to  one  Commissioner  and 
one  clerk.  He  observed,  be  did  not  see  the 
necessity  of  such  an  officer ;  and  he  was  sore, 
if  one  was  appointed,  the  cleA  would  be 
obliged  to  do  aU  tba  Iranness. 
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The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried,  and 
Hie  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

THint8iu.T,  Febniary  8. 
Claim*  for  Deported  8laM. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  of  persons  entitled  to  indemnification 
mider  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
ftc.,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Kr.  Hasbibox  said  that,  when  the  bill  was 
first  introdnoed,  it  made  Tworision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Commis^oners.  An  amend- 
ment was  however  adopted,  yesterday,  which 
rednced  the  number  to  one ;  and,  as  the  daty 
and  responsibility  most  be  much  greater,  he 
thought  it  bat  justice  that  the  compensation 
Bhotild  be  increased,  also.  No  doubt  conld  be 
entertuned  that  the  duties  would  be  much  en- 
hanced by  the  alteration.  It  had  also  been 
intimated  that  the  appointment  was  likely  to 
&n  oa  a  gentleman  who  stood  hish  in  his  conn- 
try's  honor  and  confidence.  And  he  would  ask 
whether  the  Senate  would  enjoin  on  that  indi- 
vidnal  to  accept  this  office  with  a  small  com- 
peiuationf  for  delicacy  might  prevent  him 
from  deolining  it,  on  acconnt  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  salary.  He  then  mored  to  recommit 
&e  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  In- 
stroctions  to  make  the  compensation  fow^  in- 
stead of  three  thonsand  dollars  per  annum. 

lb.  JoBKBTON,  of  Lonisi&na,  sustained  the 
motion ;  and  made  some  explanations  as  to  the 
clfums  mentioned  yesterday,  not  included  in 
the  definitive  list,  but  alluded  to  in  the  treaty, 
which  he  also  moved  to  submit  to  the  committee. 

Ur.  Tazewell  stdd,  that  his  recollection  cor- 
responded with  the  explanation  made  by  the 
Senator  from  I/misiana.  The  definitive  list 
proper  was  the  list  containing  ^  the  claims, 
nor  were  those  which  were  omitted  by  mistake 
when  the  list  was  made  out,  by  any  means  to 
be  excluded.  He  had  no  oq}ectlon  to  reoran- 
mit  the  Un  on  this  gronnd.  Be  was  also  in 
foror  of  raldng  the  salary  f)f  the  Oommis^onn* ; 
and  had  no  ejection,  since  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary had  been  stricken  from  the  bill,  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  clerk,  whose  labor 
would  be  greater.  He  also  thought  the  10th 
section  might  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  to  be  altered  ahould  they  see 
fit  On  all  these  gronnds  he  should  be  in  favor 
of  having  the  bill  recommitted  generally. 

Hr.  Habbison  then  varied  hu  motion,  and 
moved  a  general  re-commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr,  JonssTOV,  of  Louisiana,  suggested,  that 
■n  additional  clerk,  to  copy  (he  p(q>er8  of  the 
claimants,  wonld  be  fonnd  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Saute  then  adopted  the  motbm  to  re- 
ooi&inilie 

TrntxT^  February  9. 
Tha  Colonitatum  Soeietjf. 
itx.  Chambbbb  presented  the  memtnial  <rf  the 
Golonixation  Bocie^,  for  aid  in  its  oUeeta,  and 
moved  iti  refierenpe  to  «  Select  Oomnafetee. 


[FKBSDAar,  1827. 

Mr.  0.  said,  when  he  had,  two  days  since, 
offered  this  memorial,  a  question  of  order, 
made  by  the  Senator  fema  Alabama,  (Mr. 
EiNo,)  had  prevented  him  flxnn  having  impor- 
tunity to  say  <me  word  in  answer  to  the  ro-, 
marks  which  were  made  by  both  the  gentle-' 
men  from  Sonth  Carolina.  The  qnestTon  of 
order  was  now  at  rest — the  demand  of  the  rule, 
as  announced  by  the  Frendent,  having  been 
gratified  by  Qie  signature  of  the  distingaished 
individual  who  presided  over' the  society;  and 
he  had  now  artuled  himself  of  the  first  mo- 
ment to  bring  the  subject  again  to  the  notice  of 
the  Senate.  He  hod  not,  he  said,  anticipated 
discussion  at  this  incipient  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  he  believed  the  assertion  might 
be  safely  made,  that,  on  no  other  occasion 
when  he  had  been  in  the  Senate,  had  there 
been  an  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits  of  on  ap- 
peal to  this  body  on  the  presentation  of  a  me- 
morial. He  comd  not  percdve  the  reasons  for 
a  deviation  from  the  usati  course,  or  why  the 
friends  <tf  the  meosore  were  not  permitted  to 
present  to  the  Senate  the  facts  connected  with 
It,  before  they  were  called  npon  to  answer  to 
charges ;  but  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Uatke)  had  the  right  to  select,  and 
had  selected,  his  own  course :  and  it  was  now 
his  duty,  Mr.  0.  said,  to  vindicate  the  objects 
of  the  society,  and  to  enforce  their  claims 

Zn  the  attention  and  patronage  of  Congress, 
clamed  the  liberty  of  correcting,  at  the 
ontsek  the  error  into  which  both  the  Senators 
from  Sonth  Carolina  had  been  betrayed,  when 
they  charged  moa  the  80<nety  idterior  views, 
inimical  to  the  Southern  or  idaveholding  States, 
and  hostile  to  the  tenure  by  which  citizens  of 
those  States  held  their  property.  The  aodety 
indulged  no  such  views — ^he  felt  autboriMd,  in 
the  name  of  its  members,  to  disclaim  them. 
If  such  purposes  had  been  entertained,  the  so- 
ciety oould  not  have  selected  an  agent  less  will- 
ing than  himself  to  effect  them.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  ezcTosive  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States 
upon  this  subject,  and  in  denying  the  power  of 
Congress  to  touch  their  rights  to  this  property 
coercively.  Upon  this  subject,  the  official  dec- 
larations of  the  sodety  announced  invariably, 
and  <»i  all  occadona,  the  aame  doctrinee  vhidi 
he  had  avowed.  There  might  be,  and  It  was 
not  his  wish  to  be  understood  to  dmy  there 
were,  individnols  who  were  govenied  by  diffier- 
ent  considerations,  who  did  look  to  ulterior 
objects,  and  who  had  a  fSalse  and  erroneous 
view  of  the  motives  and  purposes  of  the  soci- 
ety. It  would  be  matter  of  infinite  surprise  if 
such  persons  were  not  to  be  found ;  and  where, 
or  wlien,  he  would  ask,  had  a  great  tjuestion 
been  agitated  until  it  excited  the  feelings  quid 
enlisted  the  partialities  of  one  large  mass  of 
the  community,  and  the  pr^ndices  of  another, 
without  [m}ducing  precisely  the  same  re^jult? 
For  the  mistaken  opinions  of  such  individuals, 
if  such  there  were,  lie  did  not  hold  the  society 
reeponuble*    But  for  themaelvea,  acting  by 
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their  accredited  agents,  in  ofGcial  docoments 
and  on  all  ocoasions  when  a  formal  exposure  of 
tlieir  objects  had  been  proper,  they  had  been 
prompt  and  explicit  in  their  avowal.  In  this 
memorial,  "  the  constitutional  and  l^itimate 
existence  of  slavery  is  admitted^"  and  the  aver- 
ment diatinotlr  made,  "  that  the  Qovernment 
of  the  nnion  has  never  been  looked  to  as  tlw 
proper  or  authorized  instrument  for  efEiactiDg 
Its  removal."  These  are  not  declarations  made 
to  suit  the  occasion — ^they  are  consistent  with 
all  liieir  official  and  acknowledged  professions 
and  acts.  The  true  and  undisguised  objects  of 
the  society,  as  disUnctly  announced  in  this  me- 
morial, is  "  the  removal,  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of 
color,  within  the  United  States,  as  are  already 
free,  and  of  such  others  as  the  humanity  of 
individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  may  hereafter  liberate and  with  the 
conviction  that  this  ol^ect  cannot  fail  to  be 
conudwed  of  deep  and  general  interest,  they 
present  their  hiatory  and  their  utnatum  to 
your  notice,  invoke  your  aid,  and  sabmit  to 
your  wisdom  the  suggestion  and  ajipUcation  of 
the  moans  necessary  to  accomplish  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  on  his 
left,  (Mr.  Hayxb,)  liad  denounced  this  as  a 
visionary  and  chimerical  project.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
hod  indulged  the  hope  that  the  exalted  charac- 
ter and  distinguished  intelligence  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  had  been  connected  with  the  soci- 
ety, would  have  restrained  the  gentleman  from 
this  sweeping  denunciation.  Ho  need  not  men- 
tion to  that  gentleman,  or  to  the  Senate,  the 
names  of  tliese,  individuals — they  were  high 
in  the  confidence  of  the  nation ;  men  who  bad 
acquired  fame  in  every  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  who  had  graced  your  stmates.  your 
courts,  your  pulpits,  as  well  as  those  who,  in 
private  life,  bad  invited  and  deserved  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 
Amongst  these,  be  would  say,  were  very  many 
whose  education,  habits  of  thinking,  and  in- 
terests, would  make  them  of  all  men  least  like- 
ly to  promote  an  object  which  would  loosen  the 
bonds  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  South  held 
their  property.  If  the  names  of  illustrious  in- 
dividuals could  not  rescue  the  society  from  tlio 
reproach  of  tlie  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
he  would  remind  that  gentleman  of  the  counte- 
nance it  had  received  from  nine  or  ten  of  the 
States  of  this  Union;  and  if  nothing  could 
avert  the  determined  purpose  of  the  Senator 
from  Sontb  Oandina,  lie  was  willing  to  be 
ranked  amongst  the  visaoaiuj  men  who  had 
been  fasdnated  by  this  chimera. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  bad  ar- 
raigned ttie  conduct  of  the  agent  of  the  soci- 
ety, Dr.  Ashman,  and  had  referred  to  the  doc- 
uments from  tlie  Navy  Department  for  proof. 
It  was  not  the  time  or  the  occasion  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  these  transactions ;  but  he  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  the  whole  aifur  had  been 
placed  in  the  most  glowing  colors  by  the  gen- 
ttonan's  taaaj  and  his  wit.  The  plain  narra- 
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tive  would  not,  ho  thought,  place  the  conduct 
of  Dr.  Ashmun  in  a  view  so  censurable  or  so 
ridiculous  as  it  hod  been  represented.  Dr. 
Ashmun  was  the  agent  of  the  Government,  as 
also  the  agent  of  the  society.  The  act  of  8d 
Uarcli,  1819,  bod  authorized  the  Government 
to  take  care  of^  and  return  to  their  country, 
such  Africans  as  were  nnlawfully  imported  qr 
captured  in  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 
In  virtue  of  that  law,  an  agency  had  been  es- 
tablished at  Liberia.  In  his  person,  Dr.  Aeh- 
mun  united  the  various  offices  of  civU  and  Mil- 
itary Governor  of  the  colony,  and  agent  under 
the  Government  for  the  si^e  keeping  of  cap- 
tured Africans.  As  the  responsible  head  of 
the  colony,  it  was  his  duty  to  use  all  tlie  meas- 
ures necessary  for  its  protection  against  all, 
whose  acts  were  likely  to  endanger  its  exist- 
ence, its  peace,  or  its  prosperity,  whether  they 
were  the  neighboring  native  tribes,  or  piratical 
visitors,  or  others.  The  first  act  of  imputed 
misconduct  was,  the  destmction  of  a  Spanish 
factory  at  Digby.  The  facta  are,  that  a  Span- 
ish slave  ship  had  fired  upon,  boarded,  taken 
possession  of,  and  removed  from  her  raooringa, 
an  English  brig,  a  well-known  trader,  engaged 
in  lawful  commerce  at  Cape  Mesnrado,  and 
then  at  anchor  in  the  Beads,  and  finally  plun- 
dered the  brig  of  her  anchor,  and  a  variety  of 
articles  from  her  cabin  and  deck ;  the  robbery 
was  clearly,  according  to  the  strictest  rules  of 
law,  an  act  of  piracy.  Complaint  being  made 
to  Dr.  Ashmun,  he  selected  a  force  from  his 
two  military  compauies,  and  the  Spanish 
schooner  having  escaped,  he  pursued  the  prop- 
erty which  the  pirates  were  Known  to  have  m 
a  uctory  on  the  shore,  and,  having  possessed 
himself  of  tlie  property,  destroyed  tiae  factory. 

The  second  transaction,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Hatnb,)  was  the  destruction 
of  ttie  French  factory  on  the  St,  Paul's.  Four 
of  the  natives  who  had  been  found  at  Digby, 
and  brought  into  the  colony,  bod  left  the  estab- 
lishment, and  fonnd  their  way  into  the  im- 
mense woody  r^on,  extending  into  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  with  every  prospect  of 
either  perishing,  or  becoming  victims  to  the 
avarice  of  the  ^ave  dealers.  After  the  lapse 
of  a  month  of  fruitless  effort  to  discover  them. 
Dr.  Ashmun  learned  they  were  loaded  with 
chmns  in  this  French  factory,  and  held  as 
daves.  They  were  demanded  once  and  a^ain, 
and  the  answer  to  the  demand  was  a  written 
declaration  that  they  should  not  bo  delivered 
np.  A  IVench  schooner  was  lying  near,  pr&> 
rared  to  receive  slaves.  In  this  emera^oy, 
Dr.  Ashmun  despatched  two  boati^  with  on 
armed  force,  ascended  the  Stockton  River,  broke 
np  the  factory,  and  brought  off  the  slaves  con- 
fined in  it,  to  the  nnmber  of  forty-three  men, 
thirteen  women,  and  forty-three  children.  Tfaia 
factory,  it  sbonld  be  recollected,  was  witliin 
the  territorial  limits  and  Jurisdicticoi  of  the 
colony. 

Tliv  last  transaction  which  has  been  the  snb- 
jecfc  of  animadvernon,  was  the  destrocUon  oi 
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Trade  Town ;  tiie  particulars  of  which  are  fur- 
nished by  Captain  Chase,  late  commander  of  a 
Colombian  armed  schooner,  who  ia  eiud  to  be  a 
hiffhij  honorable  man.  He  states  that  the 
habitants  of  the  town  had  seduced  about  thirty 
free  blacks  fvom  the  colony,  and  had  sold  them 
to  Spanish  and  French  dave  traders ;  that 
tiiese  seduced  colonists  were  f^quently  de- 
manded hy  Dr.  Aahmmi,  with  a  threat  to  use 
force,  if  Deceasaty ;  that  the  threats  were  not 
onljr  diaregarded,  bnt  the  depredations  on  the 
colony  were  continaed ;  that  these  facts  being 
made  known  to  Captun  Chase  and  to  Captmn 
Cothell,  commanding  a  Colombian  bri^  of  war, 
they  consented  to  as^t  Mr.  Ashmun,  m  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  town.  As  they  approached  the 
shore,  they  were  fired  at  from  the  French  and 
Spanish  factories,  although  the  Colonial  flag 
was  hoisted  in  Hr.  Ashmun^s  boat  The  land- 
ing was  effected,  and  the  factories  were  taken 
possesnon  of.  Mr.  Ashman  addressed  a  note 
to  the  head  man  of  the  tribe,  informing  him 
that  bis  object  was  to  regun  his  colonists, 
promising  a  cessatitm  of  all  hostilities,  if  they 
were  peaceabhr  snrrenderedf  and  threatening 
destruction  to  his  town  if  they  should  be  with- 
held. The  delivery  of  the  colonists  and  a 
number  of  natives,  held  as  slaves,  was  prom- 
ised by  the  bead  man,  but  delay  was  used  in 
completing  his  engagement,  until  an  armed 
force  of  not  le^  than  two  or  three  thousand 
men  were  collected,  who  were  not  finally  sub- 
dued until  the  armed  vessels  were  brought  to 
hear,  and  fired  several  broadsides.  The  town 
was  then  destroyed.  This  is  the  history  of  the 
facts,  which,  with  the  decorations  contributed 
by  the  fancy  and  wit  of  the  gentleman,  have 
been  held  np  to  the  Senate  as  a  spectacle  fit  not 
taHj  to  be  gravely  censored,  bnt  to  be  ridi- 
ouled.  It  had  been  denied  that  Dr.  Ashman 
eonld  find  wamnt  for  these  proceedings,  in 
any  power  derived  to  him  as  agent  for  tfie 
Government  Ur.  C.  said  he  did  not  contend 
for  any  other  authority  on  the  part  of  Dr.  A'sh- 
mnn,  as  the  asent  of  the  Government,  than 
that  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
If  the  recaptured  Africans,  delivered  at  his 
agency,  were  taken  trom  him,  and  about  to  be 
sold  into  slavery,  he  could  promptly  use  tlie 
means  necessary  to  rescue  them.  Mr.  Ashmun, 
however,  had  other  and  higher  powers  ^an 
those  conferred  on  him  by  the  Government. 
As  the  civil  and  military  head  of  the  commu- 
nity, he  owed  protection  to  the  lawfbl  com- 
merce of  all  who  visited  his  colony.  As  the 
protector  oi  the  cdonj,  he  was  bound  to>  use 
the  means  in  his  control  to  rescne  its  citizens 
when  taken  captive,  and  to  secure  them  against 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  lawless 
and  piratical  aggressors.  Mr.  Ashmun  defends 
himself  on  these  grounds,  and  appeals  for  his 
vindication  to  the  oroad  principles  of  the  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nations,  which  confer  the 
right  of  self-defence  upon  individuals  and  upon 
commnnities.  He  was  alone,  unmded  by  wise 
floims^  and  sorrouided  by  lawless  pirates^ 
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capable  of  an^  outrage.  When  the  total  de- 
struction of  his  colony  and  the  loss  of  life,  cer- 
tainly perpetual  bondage,  was  the  inevitable 
result  to  his  subjects  of  an  unfavorable  issue  to 
the  hazard,  perhaps  a  very  nice  and  exact 
calculation  of  chances  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. At  a  distance  from  the  scene,  and  in 
retrospect,  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  think  the  danger 
had  been  ma^ified,  and  that  tiie  means  of  pre- 
vention applied,  were  not  frilly  Jastifled ;  but 
he  should  do  iijjnstioe  to  Dr.  Ashmun,  did  be 
not  acqnit  that  gentleman  from  all  intentional 
error.  He  thought  it  probable  there  were  very 
few  men,  however  intdligent  and  discreet, 
who,  with  the  same  causes  for  excitement,  and 
under  the  same  drcumstauces,  would  bare 
avoided  the  same  error ;  and  he  certainly  be- 
lieved him  to  have  been  infiuenced  by  the  best 
and  purest  motives,  and  so  did  the  society, 
when,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  they  passed 
the  vote  of  approbation  which  had  been  spo- 
ken of.  The  remarks  he  had  just  made,  were 
in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  factory 
at  Digby,  and  the  seiniro  of  the  slaves  con- 
fined there.  He  did  not  think  that  proceeding 
absolntely  necessary,  and  he  believed  be  was 
authorized  in  saying  such  was  the  opinion  of 
the  society,  when  this  specific  subject  had  hem 
before  tiiem,  uid  Mr.  A^mnn  bad  been  so  in- 
formed by  the  managers  of  the  socie^. 

The  destruction  of  the  foctory  on  the  St 
PauPs,  established  immediately  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  on  its  ac- 
knowledged territory,  and  in  open  violation  of 
its  laws,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carying  on 
the  slave  trade,  was,  in  every  -view  of  the  sub- 
ject which  he  could  take,  perfectly  justified ; 
nay,  it  was  a  duty.  Not  less  so  was  the  pro- 
ceeding ot  Trade  Town ;  all  the  previous  trans- 
actions there  having  been  notoriously  piratical, 
and  the  conduct  of  its  chief  and  its  dtizens 
having  fnmidied  just  cause  of  war. 

So  much  in  justice  to  Mr.  Aj^nran.  But 
how  does  this  affect  the  question  beforo  the 
Senate!  The  Oovemment  has  said  to  him 
that  the  destruction  of  the  factories  was  not 
within  the  limit  of  the  authority  conferred 
upon  him  as  agent,  and  another  agent  had  been 
appointed.  The  M>ciety  had  the  power  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  upon  his  conduct  so  far  as  he 
had  acted  for  them,  and  if  dissatisfied,  they, 
too,  could  select  another  representative.  It 
had  been  said  the  society  wished  to  transfer 
the  colony  to  the  United  States,  to  be  taken 
under  its  protection  as  a  colony,  contrary  to 
the  known  policy  of  the  GovMnment;  and 
that  the  Bodety,  apprehenrive  of  a  war,  pro- 
voked by  the  misoondnct  of  Mr.  Admran,  now 
sought  protection  from  the  military  power  ct 
the  Government,  Nothing  could  be  more  re- 
mote from  the  views  of  the  society.  They 
have  no  desire  to  draw  the  Government  into  a 
war  to  protect  a  distant  colony ;  they  had  no 
approhension  <rf  an  attack  upon  themselves. 
No  civilized  power,  it  was  believed,  would  lend 
an  ear  to  the  damors  of  that  odions  dass  of 
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men  who  alone  ooold  mge  oomplalnt.  The 
laws  of  natnre  denoanced  the  slave  trade ;  it 
was  ahhorrent  to  the  feeUnga  of  fanmanitj,  and 
had  been  made  highly  penal  by  almost  every 
Ghristian  Government  on  the  globe.  Tho 
owners  of  the  demolished  factories  then  conld 
never  move  the  French  or  Spani^  Govern- 
ments to  assume  the  attitade  of  war  in  vindi- 
cation of  their  clwms  to  prosecute  this  base 
traffic.  The  society  conld  not  perceive  cause 
of  apprehension  from  foreign  war.  In  regard 
to  the  natives,  the  colony  possessed  all  the  ne- 
ceBsary  means  of  self-proteetion.  The  local 
militia  which  had  been  so  oontemptnon^y  spo- 
kon  of,  were  in  fiut  well  omnizea,  well  disci- 
l^ined,  well  officered,  and  emcient.  Their  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  mnnltioiis  was  Inadeqnate  to 
ihear  numbers  and  means  of  aj^lying  mem,  as 
w^  the  ease  in  some  other  oonntries,  bnt 
small  as  they  were,  no  fears  were  entertidned 
for  the  result  of  any  attack  fh>m  the  natives. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  there  were  consti- 
tntional  objections  to  legislation  by  Congress 
on  this  subject.  This  must  of  course  depend 
upon  the  measure  proposed  for  our  adoption. 
It  is  not  possible  now  to  anticipate  what  may 
be  recommended  by  the  committee  which  you 
are  asked  to  appoint.  Then  certainty  are 
means  of  aiding  the  colony,  which  involve,  it 
would  seem,  no  constitational  difficulties.  To 
invoke  the  interposition  of  foreign  powers,  to 
prohibit  the  access  of  slave  ships  to  that  part  of 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  colony,  might  materially  promote  its  inter- 
ests, and  yet,  he  supposed  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection would  prevent  our  recommending  such 
a  measure.  Others  might  be  su^sted,  and 
no  doubt  the  committee  would  properly  esti- 
mate this  consideration.  He  conld  not,  how- 
ever, avoid  the  remark,  that  a  direct  appropri- 
ation of  money  by  Congress  would  certainly 
find  high  authority,  as  well  as  precedent,  to 
justify  It,  The  Caraccas— the  New  Madrid— 
the  very  lata  Alexandria  appropriations,  were 
not,  periiaps,  easily  Justified  by  any  principle 
of  the  conkltntion  which  would  exelode  this. 
To  dl  these  objeetions,  however,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  the  memorial,  in  respectftil  and 
deeoroos  terms,  asks  a  hearing.  Let  the  re- 
quest be  treated  with  the  same  attention  which 
all  others  receive — ^let  the  facts  be  ascertained 
— let  the  objects  of  the  society  be  fairly  stated, 
and  the  case  fnlly  nresented — the  various  modes 
of  practicable  aia  suggested — the  advantages 
from  their  sucoessfnl  api>licBtion,  enumerated — 
the  constitutional  difficnlties  which  oppose 
them  examined — and  then  the  Senate  will  be 
able  to  i^ipreciate  the  argnments  for  and  against 
aur  proposition  that  may  be  submitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Boalh  Carolina  has  s^ 
it  la  too  late  in  the  session  to  mature  any  meas- 
ure widch  can  grow  out  of  this  memorial.  He 
was  aware  of  the  difficulty,  but  he  would  use 
the  authority  of  the  gentiemau  himself,  to 
show  that  this  fact,  assuming  it  to  exist,  should 
not  prevent  tiie  aotimi  ct  the  Bmatei  to  the 


extent  now  asked  for.  At  the  last  session,  the 
gentleman,  after  devoting  much  labor  and  at- 
tention to  a  favorite  subject,  had  brought  it  to 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  at  a  very  late  period, 
and,  if  his  recollection  did  not  mislead  him, 
hod  proposed  its  discussion,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  inviting  the  attention  of  members, 
as  well  as  the  attention  of  the  community,  that 
it  might  l>e  finally  acted  on  at  tbe  present  scs- 
uon.  He  did  not  find  fault  with  the  gentle- 
man :  on  the  contrary,  he  commendra  his 
whole  course,  and  had  g«me  with  him  in  snp- 
portins  the  Bankrupt  Bill,  and  sincerely  ro- 
grettea  the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  that  sub- 
ject But,  important  as  he  admitted  the  Bank- 
rupt Bill  to  be,  in  its  infiuenoe  on  tbe  country, 
he  must  claim  permission  to  think  the  subject 
to  which  this  memorial  refers,  more  interesting 
to  the  peace  and  bimiiness  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  kaew  no  question,  not  im- 
mediately involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
Oovenmient,  which  ought  to  exdte  so  deeply 
the  anxious  refioction  of  every  patriot.  That 
part  of  the  population  of  the  States  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  society  to  remove,  was  a 
degraded,  miserable  race  of  beings.  Cliuming 
no  political  rights  themselves,  they  are  incapa- 
ble of  appreciating  those  g»at  principles  on 
which  all  our  institotlons  are  based — excluded, 
by  the  indelible  distinotions  impressed  by  the 
Author  of  their  being,  from  their  rank  in  social 
life,  which  is  the  reward  and  the  stimulus  d 
high  moral  and  intellectual  acquirement,  th^ 
find  no  motive  for  the  cultivation  of  virtue, 
and  abandon  themselves  to  the  indulgence  of 
tbe  worst  passions  of  the  human  breast. 
They  are  not,  cannot,  be  citizens  of  your  coun- 
try— ^they  do  not  add  to  your  physical  energies 
— they  do  not  effect  the  Intimate  object  of 
any  one  appropriate  class  of  a  wdl-organized 
community — they  ore  any  thing  but  a  laboring 
class.  It  were  well  did  they  only  present  a 
negative  character.  The  reverse  was  too  w^ 
known.  They  not  only  are  the  drones  and 
moths  of  your  sodety— -who  oooopy  the  place, 
and  exclude  the  presence,  of  a  laboring,  hardy, 
useful,  and  monu  class  of  white  men,  actuated 
by  a  common  attachment  and  devotion  to  your 
country,  its  coimtitution,  and  its  laws,  the 
beneficent  protection  of  which  they  would  feel, 
and  the  highest  honors  of  which  they  would 
consider  accessible  to  merit,  in  whatever  garh 
— ^but  your  free  blacks  exert  the  most  deleteri- 
ous influence  on  every  class,  and  almost  every 
individual  in  society.  The  corrupting  poison 
of  their  example,  and  their  habits,  has  infected 
our  slaves,  and  made  them  indolent  and  im- 
moral ;  its  impulse  is  to  be  traced  on  the  lower 
orders  of  our  citizens ;  it  insinuates  itself  into 
our  domestic  circles,  into  the  early  habits  of 
our  ehUdren,  ani  is  f^lt  in  all  our  relations  in 
life ;  and  shall  we  be  told  that  a  proposed  rem- 
edy for  these  evils  is  to  be  lightly  considered  } 
We  should  hail,  as  tbe  best  benefaction  to  our 
country,  the  advent  of  that  scheme  which 
shall  present  the  means  of  escape  frina  th« 
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mischiefs  whicli  we  now  feel,  and  from  don- 
gera,  the  magnitade  of  wlticli,  at  a  coming 
period,  no  man  can  permit  himself  duly  to 

estimate. 

You  are  advised,  by  intelligent  and  aiscreet 
men,  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  tliis  Bubject,  that  the  plan  now 
proposed  will  probably  remove,  certi^ly  less- 
en, these  evils.  You  are  advised  that  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  plan  are  in  the 
power  and  under  the  legal  control  of  Congress. 
If  anthority  be  required  to  sanction  such  opiu- 
ioDB,  you  have  it  in  the  deliberate  and  formal 
decisions  of  the  Legislatures  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States  of  this  Union — States  in 
which  slavery  is  allowed,  and  States  in  which 
it  is  not  allowed.  Tho  States  of  Yii^inia, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  have  each 
made  a  legislative  declaration  of  their  views 
upon  this  subject.  Georgia  has  bo  far  ex- 
pressed an  opinion,  in  tliat  she  has  directed  the 
captive  Africaiw,  who,  by  former  laws  of  C<hi- 
grcss,  wore  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  6tat^ 
to  be  delivered  to  this  Colonization  Society,  to 
be  sent  to  Africa.  In  some  of  the  resoluUons 
passed  by  tbo  States,  you  have  a  distinct  refer- 
enco  to  tho  system  of  colonizing  these  people 
under  the  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. In  giving  ootfaority  upon  tliia  subject,  it 
wonld  be  injustice  to  the  society,  it  would  he 
injustice  to  the  great  cause  in  which  tlicy  are 
embarked,  and  also  to  tho  memory  of  the  illus- 
trious patriarch  himself,  to  withhold  tlie  sanc- 
tion of  a  name  which  could  never  have  been 
coimected  with  a  project  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  our  Southern  brethren,  or  involving 
an  infraction  of  constitutional  law.  Mr.  C. 
here  read  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  dated 
in  1811,  the  following  extracts:  "You  have 
asked  my  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  Ann 
Mifflin,  to  take  measures  for  procuring,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  an  establiahroebt  to  which  the 
people  of  color  of  these  States  might  from  time 
to  time  bo  colonized,  under  the  auspices  of  dif- 
ferent Governments.  Having  long  ago  made 
np  my  mind  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  I  have  ever  thought  that 
the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  bo 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  oS  this  part  of 
onr  population.  Most  advaDtageoiis  for  them 
as  well  as  for  us.  *  *  ♦  *  Yon  inquired, 
fiirUier,  whether  I  wonld  use  any  endeavors  to 
procure  such  an  establishment  security  agmnst 
violence  from  other  powers.  Certainly,  I  dioll 
be  willing  to  do  any  thing  to  give  it  effect  and 
aafety.  But  I  am  but  a  private  individual,  &c. 
"Whereas,  tho  National  Government  can  ad- 
dress themselves  at  once  to  those  of  Enrope,  to 
obtma  the  desired  security,  and  will  unques- 
tionably bo  ready  to  exert  its  influence  with 
those  nations  to  effect  an  object  so  benevolent 
!n  itself,  and  bo  important  to  a  great  i)ortion  of 
its  constituents.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more  to  be 
wished  than  tliat  tho  United  States  would 
themselves  undertake  to  make  such  an  estab- 
li&Ument  on  the  coast  of  Africa." 


Was  tho  Sonato  prepared  to  nnito  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  denouncing  a 
system  thus  recommended  to  their  oonsidera- 
tion  f  To  reject,  without  affording  themselves 
opportunity  to  learn  facts,  an  appeal  to  the 
Government  for  necessary  aid  to  promote  an 
object  dear  to  tho  best  fselings  of  a  la^  por- 
tion d  our  citizens — an  object,  on  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  was  suEfiended  the  liiga  hopes 
and  anxious  Bntidpations  of  tbose  who  looked 
with  fearful  apprenendons  to  the  final  results 
of  that  nnnatural  combination  in  our  commu- 
nity of  such  heterogeneous  materials  1  We  are 
furnished  with  data  on  which  detailed  esti- 
mates have  been  framed,  by  intelligent  and  dis- 
tinguished men,  to  demonstrate  the  practicabil- 
ity of  the  scheme.  The  annual  increase  of  free 
blacks  is  believed  to  bo  less  than  six  thousand ; 
tlie  experience  of  the  society  has  proved  that 
the  cost  of  tran^Mrtation  does  not  now  exceed 
twenty  dollars  for  each  person ;  and  when  the 
rapidly  growing  commerce  of  tlie  colony  shall 
present  the  iodueement,  which  a  very  few 
years  of  continued  patrtmage  will  ensure,  the 
cost  will  be  materially  lessened.  By  this  tri- 
fling expenditare,  it  is  la  our  power  to  arrest, 
effectually,  tho  {growth  and  increase  of  tliis 
alarming  e^il.  Future  years  will  find  us  witli 
enlai^ed  views  and  increiosed  means,  and  future 
experience  of  tlto  salutary  influence  of  the  sys- 
tem will  make  us  ardent  in  its  prosecution, 
with  all  the  facilities  and  improvements  which 
it  will  disclose.  And  here  he  begged  leave  to 
remark  that,  when  a  great  and  alarming  evil 
was  felt  and  acknowledged,  dangerous  to  the 
tranquillity  and  moral  order  of  society,  and 
wheu  a  remedy  was  proposed  by  men,  eminciU 
for  every  virtue  which  could  adorn  the  patriot 
and  philanthropist,  it  did  appear  to  liim  tlist  A 
denunciaUou  m  the  remedy  proposed  sliould 
be  accompanied  with  the  tender  of  some  other 
and  better  mode  of  relict  Was  this  tlie  coset 
What  plan  was  proposed  in  lieu  of  that  now 
offered  t  Konc.  The  whole  body  politic  was 
diseased ;  parts  of  it  paralyzed ;  the  causes  of 
this  malady  still  exist,  and  alarming  afiprehen- 
sions  of  a  fatal  termination  are  exnressed  by 
intelligent  men,  who  have  deeply  and  anxiously 
studied,  tlie  case,  unlesB  a  particular  course  of 
practice  is  pursued — and  we  are  told  not  to  lis- 
ten to  their  opinions.  Does  not  tho  question 
immediately  occur.  What  then  is  to  be  dwe ! 
This  question  has  been  asked  and  repeated  with 
all  the  solicitude  of  a  snfi'eriug  patient,  in  the 
agony  of  distress,  but  no  consdotory  answer 
has  ever  reached  our  impatient  ears. 

Mr.  C.  sidd  he  bod  before  him  snndry  docu- 
ments to  sustain  tlio  several  fucts  ho  had  as- 
serted, and  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  tlie 
States  he  had  referred  to,  which  lie  hud  de- 
clined reading,  because  ho  was  unwilling  to 
waste  more  of  the  valuable  time  of  tho  Senate ; 
and  he  should  conclude  by  remarking,  that,  as- 
suming all  the  purposes  of  the  society  to  be 
chimerical,  and  all  the  hopes  of  its  friends  to 
be  delusive  and  visionary,  as  they  had  been 
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dliai^ed  to  be ;  aaamniog  that  Congress  cannot, 
or  will  not,  extend  the  aid  they  ask ;  yet  he 
claimed  for  than  the  nsnal  ooortesy  of  a  hear- 
ing by  a  committee,  on  whose  report  the  Sen- 
ate sfaoold  aanonDce  its  final  decision. 

ifr.  Hatnb  rose,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Chahbbrb, 
and  Bfud,  he  most  repeat  the  expression  of  his 
deep  regret  that  this  petition  should  be  forced 
on  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  at  this  time, 
I  had  iodnlged  the  hope,  sir,  when  it  was  with- 
drawn, two  days  ago,  that  we  ahoold  hear  no 
more  of  i%  at  least  durmg  the  present  session. 
1  stand  prepared,  however,  to  resist  the  ^11- 
eation  at  aU  times,  and  nnder  all  circnmstan- 
C69 ;  and,  especially,  when  it  comes  before  this 
body  in  sneh  a  qnestionable  shape,  and  nnder 
ciroarastances  ealcnlatedf  if  not  intended,  to 
fbrestail  puUio  opinion^  by  precluding  a  full  and 
fair  inqniry  into  the  merits  of  the  application. 
The  gentleman  from  Haryland  bad  complained 
of  the  conrse  taken  in  ration  to  this  petition. 
He  had  asked  if  it  was  nsnal  to  meet  a  petition, 
coming  from  any  respectable  quarter,  by  refus- 
ing even  to  refer  it  to  a  committee.  Witbont  in- 
tending any  disrespect  towards  that  gentleman, 
I  most  be  permitted  to  say,  that  we  have  just 
oanae  of  complaint  at  the  conrse  which  the  Col- 
Miication  Botnety  hare  thonght  proper  to  pur- 
Boe  In  this  matter — a  course,  liable,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  to  the  strongest  reprobation.  For 
two  years  past,  as  I  am  informed,  have  this  so- 
ciety, at  their  annual  meeting  in  this  city, 
adopted  a  resolution,  directing  an  application 
to  Congress;  but,  while  we  were  anxionsly 
looking  for  the  attack,  not  unprepared  to  meet 
it,  no  petition  was  presented.  At  the  last 
meeting,  however,  held  in  this  city,  on  the  20th 
of  the  past  month,  the  following  resolntion, 
proposed  by  a  gentleman  high  in  office,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  who  made  a  speech  in  its  favor,  which 
has  been  published  and  extensively  oircniated, 
was  unanimoQsly  adopted,  viz: 

"  Rtxdved,  That  the  Board  of  Uanogera  be  em- 
powered and  directed,  at  such  time  or  times  as  may 
•eem  to  them  expedient,  to  nuke  respectful  applica- 
tion to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  for  such  pecu- 
niary aid,  in  f  urtheraoce  of  the  objects  of  the  society, 
as  they  may  respectively  be  pleased  to  grant." 

The  moment  this  resolution  was  adopted,  I 
became  satisfied  that  the  subject  would,  at 
lengf}),  come  before  Congress,  not  for  a  final 
decision,  but  in  such  a  form  aa  to  obtain,  if  pos- 
Bble,  a  victory  without  a  battle.  The  direc- 
tion contained  in  that  resolution,  to  select  a 
favorable  time  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
nmsideration  of  Congress,  and  the  State  Legis- 
latures, it  was  obvious,  vAAt  be  so  nscd  as  to 

SDce  a  most  dedcdva  ^et  on  public  opin- 
withont  affording  an  opportunity  for  op- 
ion.  By  watching  an  opportunity,  such  a 
petition  might  beintrodaoed  at  a  moment  when 
it  could  not  be  thoroughly  examined — it  might 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  (which,  ac- 
cording to  Parliamentary  mle,  must  be  com- 
poaed  of  ita  firioida^)  and,  at  the  last  day  of  the 
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session,  a  report  might  be  obtained,  to  be  print- 
ed and  circulated  without  the  opportunity  being 
afforded  of  examining  it,  and  counteracting  its 
deleterious  effect^  here,  or  elsewhere.  A 
lodgment  might  thus  be  made  in  the  public 
mind,  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  from 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  herwrfter 
to  dispossess  them.  Now,  sir,  whatever  may 
be  the  design  of  gentlemen,  their  conrse  on  this 
occasion  l^ds  directly  and  inevitably  to  these 
results.  The  petition  has  been  brought  forward 
at  the  close  of  a  very  busy  session,  when  our 
taUes  are  already  groaning  nnder  the  weight 
of  several  hundred  mils,  and  when  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Haryland  himself  aclmowlectges) 
it  is  not  intended  to  act  on  the  subject,  fhrther 
than  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  and  to 
obtain  a  report,  (favorable,  of  course,)  to  be 
disseminated  at  the  public  expense,  throughout 
the  country.  The  gentleman  thinks  this  is  a 
very  fair  and  usual  course,  and  says  it  is  that 
which  we  pursued  last  year  in  relation  to  the 
Bankrupt  Bill.  In  this  he  is  mistaken.  The 
Bankrupt  Bill  was  reported  on,  and  debated 
last  year,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  then  have 
been  finally  acted  on ;  nor  was  it  abandoned 
until  that  hope  had  vanished.  The  usual  and 
proper  course  on  tiiis  snhjeot,  is,  to  send  to  a 
select  committee  of  its  friends,  any  measure 
where  there  is  a  general  opinion  favorable  to 
the  object,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  present 
it  in  i^  best  form ;  but  never  has  such  a  refer- 
ence been  allowed,  where  novel  or  dangerous 
measures  are  proposed,  or  where  there  are 
great  and  irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  there  is  a  portion  of  this 
House — I  trust,  and  confidently  believe,  a  de- 
cided mi^orily — who  are  altogether  opposed  to 
the  objects  of  this  petition.  Some  of  us  believe 
that  these  objects  are  extremely  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  safety  of  this  Union ;  and  it  is 
preposterous  to  suppose  that  we  should  con- 
sent to  8  course  bemg  taken  with  respect  to  it, 
the  only,  the  almost  avowed  object  of  which 
is,  to  forosUdl  public  c^inion,  and  to  infuse  a 
poison  into  the  public  mind,  nnder  the  color  of 
our  authority,  to  which  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power  to  apply  an  antidote,  and  which  may 
produce  hereafter  the  most  fatal  conacqnences. 
Entertaining  this  opinion  we  arc  bound  to  pro- 
test against  the  course  pursued  by  the  Coloni- 
zation Society,  on  the  present  occa-sitm.  ATe 
are  bound  to  resist  the  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  committee  of  its  friends,  or  to  any  com- 
mittee, when  it  is  acknowledged  that  it  is  not 
even  expected  that  wo  should  now  act  upon  it 
definitively. 

The  gentleman  from  Haryland  denies  that  it 
is  the  present  object  of  the  Colonization  Society 
to  induce  Congress  to  establish  a  colony  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
that  object.  Sir,  I  speak  from  the  language 
and  plain  import  of  the  i>etition  itself,  which  is 
perfectly  clear  and  explicit  on  that  subject  Tho 
tenor  of  that  petition  is,  that  the  society  find 
that  they  cannot  command  the  pecmuary 
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means  from  private  resources  to  accompliah 
the  otfjects  of  the  society ;  that  ihey  cannot 
gOTem  with  snfficLent  wisdom  and  energy,  a 
colony  BO  far  off,  and  composed  of  such  discor- 
dant materials ;  and,  therefore,  they  pray  for 
the  intu'position  of  the  authority  of  tKia  Got- 
emm<»it,  and  the  application  of  th«  national 
resources  to  this  oUect  I  will  quote  a  part  of 
the  memorial  itself^  to  pnt  this  matter  beyond 
doubt: 

'*  But  the  period  has  at  length  arrived  when  the 
■oriety  would  no  longer  be  justified  in  relying  on 
its  own  Umited  resources  for  accomplishing  what  yet 
reniains  of  its  patriotic  undertaking. 

*'  The  Colony  that  has  been  settled,  small  as  it  is, 
is  yet  too  lai^e  to  be  governed  by  a  distant  and  un- 
iQcorporstcd  soriety.  If  the  acknowledged  imper- 
fecttoos  of  human  natnre,  and  the  uniform  history 
of  mankind,  did  not  erinoe  the  dangers  necessarily 
connected  with  the  sudden  transition  of  any  people 
from  a  state  of  moral  and  political  doeradation  to 
one  of  unqualified  freedom,  the  experience  of  the 
British  Colony  at  Sierra  iJeone  would  Bufitcicntly 
demonstrate  how  utterly  fallacious  must  bo  all  reli- 
ance on  political  reatrictions,  deriving  their  only 
sancUon  from  the  voluntary  submission  of  a  popula- 
tion such  as  that  of  which  the  Cidony  at  IJberla  will 
be  composed.  And  \tj  with  tiiese  evidences  before 
it,  the  society  should  leave  its  infant  settlement  to 
the  inadequate  protection  to  be  derived  from  Its 
own  reBOurces,  it  would  he  justly  chargeable  with 
all  the  evils  that  must  necessarily  result  from  the 
defective  powers  of  control  with  which  it  is  in- 
vested. 

**  In  reference,  too,  to  the  great  objects  to  be  ac- 
complished, it  is  now  time  to  look  to  other  means 
than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by  Individual  charity. 
The  extent  to  which  reliance  may  be  placed  on  this 
resource,  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  ascertained ; 
and  if,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  ondertak- 
big,  dded  as  h  baa  been  by  idl  the  ebaima  of  dov< 
elty,  means  have  been  fhr^shed  for  removing  only 
a  few  hundred  out  of  the  many  thousands  tlut  are 
annually  added  to  the  free  colored  population  of 
the  country,  it  is  obvious  that  a  further  dependence 
on  this  resource  would  be  little  less  than  an  aban- 
donment of  the  enterprise.  The  eril  to  be  removed 
Is  continually  increasing,  while  the  means  for  its  re* 
moval  are  proportionabty  diminished;  and^  with 
every  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, unless  access  can  be  had  to  other  resources, 
each  succeeding  year  must  find  It  more  remote  from 
the  object  of  its  pursirit.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  society  has  felt  itself  justified  in  asking  the 
immc^ste  and  effectual  interposition  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  The  object  it  proposes  to 
acoomplisli,  ia  the  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  tneir  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  color, 
within  the  United  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of 
such  others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals,  and  the 
laws  of  the  different  States,  may  hereafter  hberate. 
Such  an  object,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  justice, 
the  humanity,  and  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and 
calculated  to  elevate  the  character  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  a  very  degraded  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race,  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  as  one  of  deep 
and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Xa- 
tionai  Legislature  may  be  safidy  relied  on  for  sug- 
gesting  and  applying  the  necesMry  means  fbr  its 
acGMDpUahment.'* 


tFonAnr,  1BI7. 

Kow,  nr,  every  ai^nment  which  I  formerly 
urged  against  the  adoption  of  the  colonial  sys- 
t^n,  and  against  the  right  and  expediency  of 
appropriating  the  pohlic  money  for  tran^rt- 
in^  persons  of  color  to  Africa,  are  directly  ap- 
plicable to  this  petition.  I  said  then,  that  I 
did  not  propose,  at  this  time,  to  dlscnsB  at  Ime 
eitiier  of  these  great  questions.  My  olfjeet 
to  get  rid  of  the  Bnlf}ect ;  to  dispose  in  it  ofc 
least  for  the  present  aession,  menny  wtating  the 
strong  groonds  of  olit}ection  which  had  presented 
Uiemselves  to  my  mind.  I  shall  not  deport 
from  that  conrse  now,  except  so  far  as  mar  be 
necessary  to  answer  the  arguments  urged  on 
the  other  side.  The  gentleman  fr<Hn  Maryland 
in^ts  that  the  objects  of  the  Colonization  Bo- 
ciety  are  purely  t>«ievoIent;  that,  among  its 
members,  are  the  names  of  many  distinguished 
men,  and  that  they  have  no  design  whatever 
to  interfere  with  the  institutions  or  the  property 
of  the  Southern  States.  As  to  the  persons,  sir, 
who  compose  the  society,  there  are  many  for 
whom  I  entertain  the  most  nnf^gned  remeot. 
I  believe  they  consist  <^  several  classes.  There 
is  a  lai^  and  respectable  class  of  p^r  mem- 
bers— men  of  high  standing  and  repntatioii, 
whose  names  are  used  to  grace  the  lists, — but 
who  never  attend  the  meetings  of  the  society, 
or  take  any  part  in  their  proceedings— many  ot 
them  DOW  as  much  opposed  to  the  sociely  and 
its  objects,  as  the  gentleman  (a  member  of  this 
body)  who  told  us  last  year,  in  a  speech  against 
the  society,  how  his  name  came  to  be  enrolled 
among  its  members.  Another  class  conusta  of 
very  b^evolent  gentlemen,  whose  philanthropy 
has  induced  them  to  engage  in  a  scheme,  whitm 
th^  ht^  may,  in  some  d^;Tee,  (tiiou^  they 
do  not  dearly  praveive  how,)  ameliraate  the 
condition  of  the  African  race  in  this  country. 

There  is  alsU  another  class,  sir,  I  fear,  of 
men,  (and  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to 
the  whole,  and  what  influence  they  may  ezo* 
else  over  the  proceedings  of  the  society,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say,)  who  are  inflnenoed  by  a 
love  of  popnl^ty  and  distinction,  and  who 
seek  all  such  occa^ons  of  bringing  themselves 
before  the  public  as  the  zealous  advocates  of 
any  scheme  which  takes  the  popular  ear  for  a 
day,  or  addresses  itself  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  people.  Such  men  never  heatate  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  popular  tide,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  carried  safe  to  the  haven  of  their 
hopes.  To  them  it  signifies  little  how  danger- 
ous the  scheme  may  be,  if  they  can  attach  to  it 
the  names  of  liberty  or  philanthropy. 

JIt.  Jefferson's  name  has  been  quoted,  as  If 
he  had  sanctioned  this  society.  I  was  gMi  to 
be  informed  that  the  letter  alluded  to  was 
written  sixteen  years  ago,  and  coold,  thereforo. 
have  hod  no  bearing  on  this  society ;  which  had 
then  no  existence,  and  which,  I  believe,  he 
never  countenanced,  even  so  far  as  to  become  a 
paper  member. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  vindicated 
the  object  of  the  society.  I  do  not  oonnder 
this  a  ni  oocaaioa  to  go  at  large  into  that 
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Jeot  The  time  may  «ane  when  it  will  be  my 
dnty  to  do  so,  and  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the 
task.  I  trost,  however,  I  shall  be  exooeed  la 
sajing  a  few  words  in  reply  to  that  gentleman, 
even  at  thia  time.  He  insists  that  it  is  not  the 
vi^  or  intention  of  the  society  to  interfere 
with,  or  in  any  way  disturb,  the  policy  of  the 
Soathem  States.  So  say  the  society.  Bnt, 
ur,  &cts  speak  stronger  than  profes^ons.  And 
what  are  tne  facts  t  Are  not  the  members  and 
agents  of  this  society  everywhere  (even  while 
disclaiming  all  such  intentions)  making  procla- 
mations that  the  end  of  their  scheme  ii  nniver- 
■al  emancipation  (  Have  we  not  heard  their  or- 
ators, at  their  meetings  here,  ooenly  held  under 
the  ^ea  d  Congress,  asking  wnether,  when  all 
the  ffee  people  of  color  are  transported,  we  are 
to  stop  there ;  and  answering  their  qnestion  by 
tlie  avowal  that  the  great  work  will  be  hut 
then  begun)  let  any  man  examine  the 
whole  soope  and  tendency  of  the  reports  and 
speeches  made  to  this  society,  nay,  of  this  very 
manifesto,  pnbUshed  by  their  authority,  and  he 
most  be  dull  of  apprehension,  if  he  does  not 
perceive  that  the  spirit  which  lurks  beneath 
their  fair  professions,  is  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
best  interests  of  the  Southern  States ;  and  not 
the  less  so  because  it  comes  clothed  in  the  garb 
of  friendship,  and  with  professions  of  peace  and 
good  wUL  Beddes^  sb:,  does  not  every  Bonth- 
em  man  know  that,  wherever  the  Golonizatioa 
Society  has  invaded  onr  country,  a  spirit  of 
hoetilij^  to  our  institutions  has  instautiy  sprung 
np  f  This  may  be  what  the  eentleman  whose 
speedi  I  have  just  quoted,  cal^  *'  the  collateral 
oonseqnenoes "  of  the  sodety's  proceedings; 
for  which  he  says  the  "  sodetr  are  not  renxm.- 
Bible." 

But,  sir,  if  gentlemen  will  do  aota,  and  hold 
language,  and  encourage  a  smrit  which  must, 
of  necessity,  sow  the  seeds  of  sedition^  and  pro- 
duce discord,  it  most  be  a  strained  construction 
vihich  shall  justify  their  conduct,  because  these 
consequences  are  "collateral"  and  "not  di- 
rect." Look  at  the  object  expressly  avowed  in 
thia  petitiim :  fbrthe  acoompluhment  ct  which, 
Congress  is  now  called  upon  to  fhmish  aid. 
**  The  object,"  say  the  petitioners,  "  is,  the  re- 
moval to  the  coast  of  Afiica,  with  their  own 
consent,  of  soeh  people  of  color  within  the 
United  States,  as  ore  already  free,  and  such 
others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals  and  the 
laws  of  the  different  States  may  hereafter  liber- 
ate." Passing  over  the  first  part  of  this 
scheme,  what  would  bo  the  direct  tendency 
and  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  policy  recom- 
mended by  the  first  clause  of  this  sentence,  by 
the  Federal  GU>vemment  ?  The  national  funtb 
are  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting such  BUtVM  as  their  owners  may  con- 
aent  to  emancipate  for  that  purpose.  If  this  be 
token  up  as  a  national  object:  if  wo  have  the 
power  and  the  inclination^  and  should  resolve 
to  t^^vpriate  the  public  money  to  this  otject, 
(rf  course  we  would  he  at  liberty  to  ofEfcr  any 
temptation  we  please  to  induce  ^  owners  of 


slaves  to  oonsent.  It  is  useless  to  disguise  the 
truth— if  this  p<^cy  should  ever  be  edited  by 
this  Government,  tiiey  will  go  directiy  into  the 
market  as  the  purchasers  of  our  slaves,  for  the 
purpose  of  emancipation  and  transportation. 
This  is  the  point  to  which  this  policy  directly 
and  inevitably  leads.  Now,  I  will  ask  gentle- 
men to  contemplate  dispassionately  the  effect 
that  is  to  be  produced  on  the  Southern  States,  by 
this  Government  being  notoriously  in  the  mar- 
ket, withits  Treasury  of  $20,000,000  or  $80,000,- 
000,  as  the  purchasers  of  our  slaves,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emaneipation.  Can  yon  touch  this  mass 
of  a  now  contented,  happy,  and  useful  doss  of 
beings,  without  disqnietu^  their  minds,  creating 
diss^sfaetion,  destroying  their  nsefomess,  and 
brining  ruin  on  the  whole  community  t  much 
has  been  already  done  to  destroy  the  confidence 
and  impair  the  mutual  affection  which  has 
hitherto  so  happily  subsisted  between  the  mas- 
ter and  his  slave ;  but  adopt  this  policy  and  it 
will  be  destroyed  forever.  Besides,  sir,  once 
bring  this  Government  into  the  market  as  pur- 
chasers, and  they  will  fix  their  own  terms. 
Once  admit  the  principle,  and,  in  its  applica- 
tion, it  must  inevitably  lead  to  divesting  us  of 
our  property,  on  such  terms  as  Congress  may 
choose  to  prescribe ;  the  inaidioos  movements 
of  Colonization  and  Abolition  Sodeties,  the 
distribution  of  political  tracts,  and  a  few  incen- 
diary resolutions,  introduced  mto  Congress  and 
the  State  Legislatnres,  (events  which  have,  in 
part,  occurred  even  in  our  own  time,)  will  re- 
duce the  value  of  our  property  to  any  standard 
this  Government  chooses  to  prescribe.  So  it 
has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  so  it  will  be 
here.  I  am  informed  by  a  gentieman  who  has 
lived  many  years  in  the  West  Indies,  that,  by 
the  perpetual  agitation  of  thia  question  in  Great 
Britoin,  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  lands  in  that 
country  have  been  reduced  to  less  than  half 
their  value;  and  slaves  to  ten  pounds  per  head; 
and  should  the  British  Government  choose  to 
purchase  them,  it  will  be  the  easiest  thing  in 
nature  so  to  shake  the  public  confidence  in  that 
species  of  ^perty,  as  to  reduce  their  value  to 
nothing. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  can  any  man  be 

so  blind  as  not  to  see  and  feel  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  the  measures  recommended  to  us 
by  this  society !  Sir,  the  truth  cannot  be  dis- 
guised— it  must  be  told.  The  only  safety  of 
tJie  Southern  States  is  to  be  found  in  the  want 
of  power  on  the  part;  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  touch  the  subject  at  all.  Thank  God, 
the  constitution  gives  them  no  power  to  engage 
in  tiie  work  of  colonization,  or  to  interfere 
with  our  institutions,  either  for  good  or  for 
evil.  This  is  the  very  "  Ark  of  the  Covenant," 
in  which  alone  we  will  find  safety. 

I  have  sold,  dr,  that  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  society  is  altogether  visionary  and  imprac- 
ticable, without  going  fully  into  the  argu- 
ment, I  will  offer  one  illustration  of  it.  In  the 
speech  made  in  the  society,  in  support  of  tiiis 
^tpUoation  to  Congress,  the  views  of  the  soci- 
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ety  are  cxphuned,  and,  I  presume,  it  will  not 
be  considered  unfair  to  try  the  society  by  the 
test  of  the  deliberate  opinion  expressed  by  ono 
of  their  high  officers,  in  a  Bpeech  made  in  sup- 
port of  this  very  application  to  Congress,  print- 
ed at  the  request  of  the  society,  and  extensive- 
ly circulated.  In  the  sixth  page  of  this  speech, 
it  is  explicitly  stated,  "  that  the  true  nature  of 
the  evil,"  (for  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  so- 
ciety to  provide  a  "remedy,")  is  "not  that 
there  are  some,  but  that  there  are  so  many 
among  us  of  a  different  caste."  "  That  the  Af- 
rican part  of  oar  popal^ou  bears  so  lai^  a 
proportion  to  the  residno  of  Enrc^an  origin, 
aa  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  es- 
pecially in  some  quarters  of  the  Union,"  and  that 
the  object  is,  "  m  a  material  d^ree  to  dimin- 
ish, or  render  stationary,  this  dongaroos  ele- 
ment in  the  general  mass." 

The  means  are  nest  pointed  out  by  which 
this  great  object  is  to  be  obtained.  It  is  to 
transport  0,000  free  persons  of  color,  annually 
to  Africa,  which,  at  twenty  dollars  each,  will 
cost  one  hundred  and  twenty  thonsand  dollars 
per  annum.  "This  (we  are  ossared)  is  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  aocicty."  Kow,  air,  can 
any  scheme  be  more  preposterons,  any  evil 
more  ima^nory,  or  any  remedy  more  inade- 
quate to  remove  it,  if  it  hod  an  existence  any- 
where hut  in  the  disordered  fancies  of  those 
who  conjure  it  up  to  alarm  the  timid,  or  influ- 
ence the  weak  and  creduloas?  Wo  are  told 
of  "  the  danger  "  to  tho  people  of  this  coimtry, 
from  the  large  number  of  tho  African  race 
among  us,  and  of  "  the  lively  apprehension  "  felt 
on  tliis  subject  Danger,  sir !  from  less  than 
two  millions  of  ignorant  and  unarmed  people, 
scattered  over  an  immense  region,  and  without 
the  means  of  concert  or  co-operation,  in  a  pop- 
ulation of  twelve  millions  of  bravo,  intelligent, 
and  nnited  freemen  t  Aa  to  the  "  Urdy  appre- 
hensions "  from  which  our  kind  and  considerate 
friends  have  vdnnteercd  to  relieTo  us — ^let  me 
tell  tliem,  that  we  have  no  fears,  except  from 
their  uncalled-for  interference  in  our  concerns. 
8ir,  a  mistake  has  gone  abroad  on  tliis  subject, 
which  must  be  corrected.  I  know  that  lan- 
guage, similar  to  that  which  I  have  just  quoted, 
has  been  so  often  used  in  certain  quarters,  that 
an  opinion  prevails  in  some  portions  of  this 
Union,  that  tho  Southern  Statea  are  dependent 
upon  them;  that  they  connot  maintain  their 
existence,  without  the  protection  of  their  North- 
ern brethren ;  and  hence  it  is,  sir,  that  very  lit- 
tle scruple  is  felt  in  imposing  burthens  (by  Xat- 
ifBs  and  other  impodtions)  on  those  who  arc 
supposed  to  be  "  in  mercy."  Sir,  let  me  assuro 
our  Northern  brethren  that  this  is  altogether  a 
delusion.  "We  feel  ourselves  perfectly  adequate 
to  our  o^-n  protection,  and  we  feel  no  appre- 
hensions whatever,  except  from  their  unau- 
thorized and  dangerous  intermeddling  witli  our 
institutions.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  much  has 
been  already  done  to  create  difficulties,  and 
our  only  apprehension  arises  from  a  belief  that 
a  reckless  perBevcrance  in  the  course  which 
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has  been  for  some  time  pursued,  (ostensibly 
for  OUT  benefit,  but  in  truth  to  our  iifjory,) 
may  lead  to  acenee  over  which  hmnamty  must 

weep. 

But,  if  the  danger  was  in  reality  such  as  the 
Colonization  Society  suppose,  what  are  we  to 
soy  to  the  remedy  proposed  for  so  great  and 
pressing  an  evil  ?  Sir,  it  is  absolutely  beyond 
belief,  that  any  one  should  gravely  propose  to 
accomplish  so  great  an  end  by  such  feeble  means. 
The  safety  of  ten  miUi<m8  of  people  is  endan- 
gered by  the  gi%*t  reli^To  proportion  which 
two  millions  of  people  hear  to  twelve  nullions, 
and  to  remove  uiia,  it  is  proposed  to  transport 
six  thousand  per  annum  to  tho  coast  of  Africa, 
at  an  expense  of  twenty  dollars  each.  Kow, 
what  influence  can  tho  removal  of  six  thousand 
persons  annually,  possibly  have  on  the  safety 
of  such  a  nation  as  this?  Sir,  the  number 
would  not  even  bo  missed.  According  to  the 
laws  which  govern  population,  their  places 
would  be  supplied  immediately,  and  tho  coun- 
try would  proceed  on  its  steady  march,  without 
the  smallest  interruption  from  this  insignificant 
diminution  of  their  numbers.  And  yet,  tliis, 
we  are  assured,  is  "  tho  whole  object  of  the  so- 
ciety." The  other  part  of  the  calculation  is 
equally  flidlacions.  Twen^  dollars  to  transport 
a  person  to  Africa  end  establish  him  there?  * 
'Why,  sir,  it  wonld  cost  more  to  carry  liim  to 
tho  place  of  emburkation.  To  transport  him, 
including  all  expenses,  would  cost  double  that 
amount ;  and  then,  if  yon  do  not  mean  to  leave 
him  to  perish,  you  must  build  houses,  and  fur- 
nish food,  clothing,  medicine^  and  eiiicient  pro- 
tection, for  at  least  a  year.  If  you  put  the  ex- 
pense of  all  this  at  $100,  I  am  sure  you  would 
fall  far  below  the  mark.  Gentlemen,  on  whose 
judgment  and  accuracy  I  rely,  liove  estimated  it 
at  $200.  But  we  have  somelights  on  this  subject, 
which  may  assist  us  in  counting  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting persons  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  at  tho  ex- 
pense of  the  public.  I  have  the  official  docu- 
ments before  me,  lowing  that  tlierc  has  al- 
ready been  actuidly  expended  by  tho  United 
States,  under  the  act  for  transporting  roj)turcd 
Africans  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  $C9,7(j7  57: 
there  having  been  actually  transported  only 
about  thirty,  equal  to  about  $2,000  opicce.  It 
is  true  that  there  have  been  supported  in  the 
United  States,  (pending  certain  legal  investiga- 
tions,) about  ISO  more.  But  hero  is  an  esti- 
mate just  submitted  by  tho  Government,  of  the 
sums  now  wanted  to  transport  and  maintain 
these.  The  transportation,  from  the  port  of 
embarkation,  is  put  down  at  $40  each— eqnol 
to  $7,800. 

ProTisions  and  clothing  (indndisg  tho  80  al- 
ready at  tho  agCQCT)  $3,000 
lledicine  and  Hos^tal  Stores,  1,0C0 
Lumber,  &e.  2,000 
Salaries,  Principal  and  Assistant,  2,8(X) 
For  various  expenses  of  the  Agency  that  con* 

not  be  estimated  mth  any  accuracy,  11,200 

Haking  in  all  the  sun  of  20,290 
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Equal,  in  round  nnmben,  to  abont  |150  for 
«ach  African  tranaported. 

Uut,  if  yoa  add  the  whole  npenses  to  which 
the  tioTemment  will  have  been  tuljjected  in 
tlie  transportation  of  these  300  Africans,  tiie 
occonnt,  as  appears  from  the  document  before 
me,  will  stand  thus : 

Expenditures  to  Slat  Deoember,  1826 — Reported 
2uth  Juoary,  182^  $10,400  81 

Xzpenses  hj  account,  to 

Sd  January,  1827,  ^9 

Adranoes  to  Annts,       10,860  67 

  829,714  26 

170,114  87 

Additional  ssm  now  damandsd  as 
abon  ^edfied,  29,290  00 

999,404  07 

Eanal  to  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  uie  transpOTtatioa  of  800  Afiieana,  or  about 
$500  each. 

But,  if  it  is  really  aud  tmly  the  single  object 
of  tho  society  to  relieve  the  country  from  the 
danger  resulting  from '  the  large  proporttoa 
which  the  African  population  in  this  country 
bears  to  the  rest,  surely  nothing  short  of  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  annual  increase 
will  et^ct  that  ot^ect.  Even  this  would  leave 
that  population  undiminished.  Now,  what  ia 
the  annual  increase }  At  4  per  cent,  it  would 
be  80,000 ;  at  2  per  cent  it  would  be  40,000— 
bnt  taking  the  average  increase  for  thirty 
years,  from  1790  to  1880,  it  exceeds  8  per  cent 
In  round  numbers,  thorefore,  it  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  60,000.  Nt^ing  short  of  the  transports' 
tion  of  this  number,  annually,  could  accomplish 
the  objects  of  the  society,  and  this  would  cost 
six  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  lowest  calcula- 
tion, aud  probably  double  that  amount.  Can 
tho  society  do  this  ?  Can  the  Qovernment  do 
it  ?  No  rational  man  will,  for  a  momont,  say  so. 
8o  perfectly  chimerical  then,  Mr.  President, 
are  the  plans  and  calculations  of  this  society. 
The  whole  object  of  the  society  is  to  remove 
an  imaginary  danger,  and  by  means  as  inade- 
quate, as  if  they  should  attempt  to  move  the 
worid,  evtti  wittiont  the  lever  of  Aroliimedes. 
Sir,  this  whole  robiect  is  grossly  misunderstood, 
and  egregioosly  misrepresented.  The  progress 
oftimeandofeTOitsis  providing  an  effectual 
remedy  for  the  evil,  concerning  which,  some 
gentlemen  are  so  sensitive.  In  this  very  speech 
facts  are  stated,  that  onght  to  q^niet  forever  tho 
minds  of  the  most  philanthropic,  on  this  sub- 
ject—facts  drawn  from  official  documents, 
which  show  conclusively  that  the  relative  in- 
crease, for  many  years  past,  has  been  decid- 
edly in  fiivor  of  the  free  white  population,  and 
tiiat  the  relative  proportion  of  the  colored  pop- 
nlation,  whether  free  or  slave,  is  certainly  di- 
minishing, almost  in  on  arithmetical  propor- 
tion. 

mthont  ga&ag  over  the  table  before  me,  I 
■hall  merely  nve  a  few  resolta. 
Tca.l£--41 
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The  rate  of  increase  of  alooMifor  ten  yean,  frma 
1810  to  18S0,  was  3.911  per  emL 

Ditto  of  peitons  of  color  1.6S8  per  oanL 

While  the  meanraUo  of  InereaBefiwCAtr^yfar^ 
from  1790  to  1820,  was— 
Of  slaves,  8  per  cent. 

Persons  of  color,  upwards  of         6  per  cent. 

Showing,  clearly,  that  the  increase  has  been 
considerably  less,  during  the  last  ten  yeara^ 
than  for  the  twenty  years  preceding,  and  also 
that  the  present  ratio  of  increase  is  maoh  bdow 
that  of  the  free  white  population. 

Thus,  it  appears,  uiat  the  Almighty,  ia 
the  wise  order  of  his  providence,  has  marked 
out  the  course  of  events,  which  will  not  only 
remove  all  danger,  bnt  gradually,  and  effectu- 
ally, and  "  in  his  own  ^>od  tim^"  accomplish 
our  deliverance  from  what  gentlemen  are 
^[eased  to  consider  as  "the  curse  ot  the  land.** 
Ihe  Enropean  populatitm  is  now  increasing  at 
the  rote  oi  fonr  per  cent,  that  of  the  African  race 
at  frran  two  to  three  per  cent.,  (and  their  rate  d 
increase  constantly  diminishing.)  The  former 
will  be  doubled  in  about  twenty-flve  years,  the 
latter  wUl  notprobably  be  doubled  in  less  than 
fifty  years,  while  this  process  is  going  on,  the 
colored,  classes  ore  gradually  diffusing  them- 
selves throughout  the  country,  and  are  making 
steady  advances  in  int^gence  and  refinement; 
and  if  half  the  zeal  were  displayed  in  bettering 
their  condition,  that  is  now  wasted  In  the  vain 
and  fruitless  effort  of  sending  them  abroad, 
their  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  would 
be  steady  and  rapid.  The  history  of  this  conn- 
try  has  proved,  that,  when  the  relative  propor^ 
tion  of  ^e  ootored  population  to  the  white  ta 
greatly  ^minlshed,  uaTes  cease  to  be  valnaUe^ 
and  emancipation  follows  of  course,  and  they 
are  swallowed  up  in  the  common  mass.  Wher- 
ever free  labor  is  pnt  in  ftill  and  snocessful  op- 
eration, slave  labor  ceases  to  be  profitable.  It 
is  true  that  it  is  a  very  gradual  operation,  and 
it  must  be  to  be  successml  or  desdrable.  Time 
and  patience,  therefore,  ara  only  wanting  to 
effect  the  great  object  which  gentlemen  profess 
to  have  in  view — and  to  effect  it  safely,  pru- 
dently, and  in  the  only  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
done,  without  the  inevitable  ruin  ot  all  parties 
concerned.  And  gentlemen,  in  their  intemperate 
zeal  in  what  is  miscalled  the  cause  of  justice 
and  humanity,  are  Attempting  to  anticipate 
events,  and  insist  on  reaping  the  fruit  at  onoe, 
not  only  before  the  harvest  is  ripe,  bnt  before 
they  have  taken  the  pains  to  tlU  the  ground, 
or  to  sow  the  seed. 

.  Tho  gentleman  from  Maryland,  admitting 
that  tho  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashmun  has  been  cen- 
surable, yet  seems  to  titink  that  I  have  repre- 
sented the  matter  too  strongly,  and  he  insists 
that,  as  Agent  of  the  United  States,  he  has  n 
right  to  capture  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa ; 
and  at  all  events,  however  censurable  his  con- 
duct may  be,  that  the  Government,  and  not  the 
society,  are  answerable  for  it  ffir,  though  Dr. 
Ashmun  dates  his  letter  at  the  "  United  Btalea 
Agency,"  and  ^eaks  of  htaoself  as  the  Bqre- 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


7%4  Cotomkalbm  Boeietf. 


823 


ABBIDaMENT  OF  THE 


Snum] 

nntative  of  the  Uoited  States,  and  of  his  acta 
aa  the  acta  of  thie  GoTernment,  I  am  jet  to 
leara  that  onr  oonstitntion  and  laws  giro  the 
HliRhteet  eancUoa  to  these  pretensions.  His 
auufthty  is  derived  entirely  from  the  act  of 
8d  March,  1819,  which  merely  appropriates 
a  Boin  of  money  to  enable  the  I^^dent  to 
cause  to  be  sent  hack  to  their  own  coont^,  any 
A£ricans  illegally  imported  into  the  United 
States.  Dr.  Ashmnn  has  been  em[doyed  as 
Agent  tmder  that  act,  and  his  powers  and  da- 
ties  are  strictly  limited  to  receiving  anoh  Af- 
ricans as  may  be  aent  tnm  this  ooontry,  and 
oan^ng  them  to  fae  restored  to  thMr  respeotiTe 
tribes.  "Where,  then,  can  he  derive  anthority 
to  deatn^  the  slave  trade — to  sappress  piracy 
— to  captjue  and  break  np  French  and  Span- 
ish estabUdiments  on  the  coast — to  take  pris- 
oners,  destroy  property,  and  conduct  military 
expeditioDst  As  to  the  alleged  pirataoal  ohar- 
aoter  of  the  Spanish  schooner,  against  which 
tUe  Dr.  nndertook  his  first  hostile  expedition, 
be  himself  expreBsly  declares,  that  her  papers 
were  all  regmar ;  that  she  was  engaged  m  a 
law^l  trade,  and  that  there  was  not  even  a 
aospioion  of  her  having  been  engaged  in  any  un- 
lawfal  act,  prior  to  her  taking  from  an  English 
brig  an  anchor,  and  some  other  artioles  not 
specofled.  The  case^  therefiwe,  is  dear— tiiat 
expedition,  like  all  &e  rest,  waa  undertaken 
in  furtherance  of  the  great  Boheme  of  pu^ng 
down  thetlane  £ra(2«— an  object  doubtless  very 
desirable,  and  extremely  benevolent,  but  with 
which  Dr.  Ashmnn  has  no  more  to  do,  than  he 
lias  in  tlmt  of  establishing  free  Governments 
throughout  the  world.  There  can  be  no  other 
pretext  than  this  for  the  attack  on  Will's  Town, 
and  the  capture  of  the  slaves  and  other  property 
there — nor  indeed  for  any  of  the  expeditions 
of  which  I  have  before  spoken.  Now,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  Executive  formally  disar 
vowsall  of  these  nnlawftil  acts,  and  throws  them 
oa  Dr.  Ashman,  as  the  Agent  of  tlie  society. 
And  what  do  they  dot  I  know  nothing  of 
tl^r  proceedings  or  c^inions,  except  what  I 
derive  from  their  puldio  acts ;  bat  I  do  know 
that,  at  thdr  annual  meeting  here,  on  the  80th 
January  last  they  did  pass  a  resolation  ap* 
proving  of  we  conduct  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  with- 
out any  restriction  or  limit^ion  whatsoever. 
I  repeat,  therefore,  that  the  society  has  sanc- 
tioned the  unlawful  acts  of  Dr.  Ashmun,  at 
(KeiT  Agent — acts  of  which  this  Oovem- 
mesA  has  dist^>proved— and  they  now  come 
here  and  wish  us  to  take  the  bosiness  into  our 
own  hands.  Sir,  the  course  of  this  affair  has 
demonstrated  that  political  power  cannot  be 
entmsted  to  Agents  three  thousand  miles  o^ 
(whatever  the  oharac^r  of  sach  Agents  may 
DC,)  without  being  liable  to  abuse.  It  is  nianU 
feet  that  a  private  society  always  must  be  inad- 
equate' to  the  Government  of  a  Colony — a  dis- 
covery which  the  Oolonization  Society  seems 
litle^^  to  have  made,  and  which  it  would 
lutve  been  well  for  themaelves,  for  their  oonn- 
Xrj  and  for  the  persons  who  have  been  traa»- 


ported  to  a  barbarous  and  distant  land,  if  they 
hod  made  before  their  society  was  institn- 
ted.  What  then?  Shall  the  United  States 
adopt  tibia  ill-fated  Colony  t  ShaU  they,  with 
the  fatal  experience  of  all  other  countries  on 
the  subject  before  their  eyes,  enter  upon  th« 
Colonial  8y»Umt  Shall  they  form  a  Colony 
three  thousand  miles  off — a  Colony  on  the 
Continent  of  Africa,  and  above  dl,  a  Colony 
to  be  composed  entirely  of  a  description  of 
persons  nnnt  for  self-gm'emment,  and  in  eveir 
rcE^t  nnprepared  for  the  new  state  of  politi- 
cal  existence  in  which  they  we  to  be  |Meed  t 
For  my  own  part,  Mr.  Fnddent,  I  am  resdved 
to  ^ve  no  countenance  whatever  to  any  snch 
wild  and  extravagant  projects,  by  whatevw 
specious  names  they  may  be  called.  I  will  not 
consent  even  to  entert^n  the  question ;  and  I 
shall  move  to  lay  this  petition  on  the  table,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  its  reference 
to  any  committee,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
Senate  may  hear  no  more  of  it,  either  dating 
the  present  session,  or  at  any  other  time. 

After  a  few  words  from  Hr.  Benton,  on  the 
same  ride  of  the  question,  the  petition  was,  on 
his  mo(if»f  laid  upon  the  table. 


UoNDXT,  February  12. 
In  Seent  Setnon. — Panama  Mmion—Nomhia- 
tien/(fMr,3PoimgU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  con^deraUon  of  the 
nomination  of  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  as  Envoy  Ertra- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Assembly  of  American 
Ministers,  transferred  from  Panama  to  Taou- 
baya,  in  Mezioo,  in  the  plaoe  ct  Biohard  0.  An- 
derson, deceased. 
Mr.B  BMTON  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Ruolvedy  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  TTnited 
States  to  send  any  HinUter  in  the  place  of  R.  G. 
Andersoo,  deceased,  to  the  Congress  of  American 
Katioofl  at  Tacabaya. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resolution, 
it  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote : 

Tui. — ^HesBra,  Benton,  Berri«ii,  Branch,  Chao- 
dler,  Cobb,  Dickemon,  Eaton,  Flodlay,  Havtie,  Kane, 
King,  UcKinley,  Hacoo,  Randolph,  Rldgely,  Rowsn, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tan  Bnreo, 
White,  Williama,  and  Woodbury— 22. 

Kjlts.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Bonllfniy, 
Clmmtwrs,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hendriclia, 
Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kontncky,  Johnson  of  Louia- 
iana.  Knight,  Marks,  UUfi,  Noble,  Reed,  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  &nford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  &aith  of  Mary- 
land, Thomas,  and  WSSaj — 2A. 

Mr.  Bkbtdk  submitted  the  foDowiDgresolntiMi: 
^  lb  qipearing  to  the  Senate,  ftom  the  doeu- 
mentB  oommnmcated  by  the  FnaidaitL^in  the 
Tre^  of  UniMi,  Lugae^  and  Pen>etual  Oonfed- 
watioD,  ccmdnded  by  the  Assembly  of  American 
Nations  at  Panama,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1828, 
it  is  stipulated  that  the  Governments  there  rep- 
resented, would  renew  their  invitations  to  the 
neutral  and  friendly  powws  to  send  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  Tacnbi^i  and  it  fiirtber  49«aiia( 
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that  no  Bnch  invitations  have  yet  been  given  to 
our  GoTeroment : 

**  ntre/on,  reaolved,  That,  intlunit  now  expressing 
its  ojrfnioa  u  to  tbe  expedieocy  of  the  United  SUt«s 
being  represented  at  the  Congress  of  Tocubajra,  the 
Senate  are  of  onnion  that  no  fiirtber  steps  ought 
to  bo  taken  in  tut  Hisdon,  nor  aoy  fiirtlwr  vspaoab 
incurred." 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  tbis  resolation, 
it  was  decided  in  tbe  negatlre,  as  follows : 

Tkab. — ^Vesars.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  DiokerEon,  Eaton,  Flndlaj,  Hayne,  Kane, 
King,  KcKinley,  Macon,  Randolph,  lUdgelj,  Rowan, 
Smith  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tasewell,  Van  Bnreo, 
White,  Williams,  and  WoodbnrT— 2S. 

Katk — HesKB.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  BouUgnj, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Knight,  Uarks,  Uills,  Noble,  Reed,  Bob- 
bins, Buggies,  Sanford,  Seymour,  ^l»e,  &llith  of 
Maryland,  Thomas,  and  Willey— 26. 

The  quostiou  being  put,  *^WiIl  tbe  Senate  ad- 
Tise  and  consent  to  tbe  appointment  of  Joel  B. 
Poinsett,  as  Minister  Ptenipotestiary,"  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Booligny,  Chamlicrs,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton,  £d- 
urarda,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Jt^mson  of 
Ky^  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  Knight,  McKiniey, 
Marks,  Mills,  Noble,  Reed,  Bobbins,  Boggles,  Sao- 
ford,  Scymoor,  Slsboe,  Smith  of  Md.,  Thomas, 
Willey— SO. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Berrien,  Bmnch,  Chandler,  Cobb, 
Dtekerson,  Findlay,  King,  Macon,  Randohrli,  lUdge- 
\j.  Rowan,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Van  Boren. 
White,  Willianw,  Woodbury— 17. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination 
of  John  Boy]&  of  Kentucky,  to  the  ofSce  of 
Judge  crif  tbe  Imited  States,  for  the  District  of 
Kentncky,  and  on  the  qnestion  of  odviung  and 
consenting  to  that  nomiootion,  it  was  decided 
in  die  affirmative^  aa  ibibws : 

Taas.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Booligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Haniaon,  Hajne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnson  of  Ey.,  Johnston  of  La.,  Kane,  King, 
Knight,  McKlnley,  Marks,  Noble,  Reed,  Ridgely, 
Robbhu,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md., 
TaxeweU,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  White,  Willey,  Wil< 
lianu^  Woodbury— ST. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Findlay,  Maoon, 
Bandolpb,  Rowan,  Smith  of  South  Carolina  7. 

On  motion,  the  injunction  of  secreoy  was  then 
renoved  from  the  above  proceedings. 


TuMDAT,  February  18. 
Land  for  a  Canal  tn  Indiajta, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IIsin>BiCKS,  the  bill  to  ap- 
propriate a  COTtun  quantity  of  land  for  the  open* 
ing  of  a  canal  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  and  the  amendment  o&red  by 
Ur.  HoxjoB  on  Friday,  were  tolcen  up. 

Hr.  Houofl  then  withdrew  that  amendment 
and  oflbred  two  othen,  nuUng  the  mnt  of 
land  for  tht  eaaal  to  amount  to  the  hau  ot  five 
notiona  Ib  iridth  on  eadi  aide  of  tbe  oinalf  and 


[SaiuTS. 

each  alternate  section  to  be  reserved  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  sold  by  tbe  Gomnua^onw 
of  the  Land  Office,  under  the  direction  of  tlie 
Preudent  of  the  United  States ;  which  were  put 
and  carried. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  toolc  place 
upon  tills  bill,  chiefly  upon  points  of  tbe  di»- 
cnssion  of  Frklay,  in  which  Messrs.  Sifrm,  of 
South  Carolina,  Hasbisox,  and  Bkll,  took  part. 

Hr.  Geukdlbb  observed,  that  as  no  time  for 
the  completion  of  the  canal  had  been  fixed,  he 
would  surest  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
that  some  such  limitation  ehonld  he  fixed. 

Ur.  Eaton  then  moved  an  amendnrait  to  tbe 
Mil,  by  wlueh  the  State  of  Indiana  waa  bound 
to  oommenoe  and  oompMe  the  canal  in  ^ven. 
periods  Thla  pn^>ontion  nve  rise  to  much 
diseassioa  between  Hewrs.  Hutdbiocb,  Eaton, 
Chakdlkr,  RiDOBLT,  HoLUB,  sud  NoBLK,  wbeu 
the  proposition  of  Mr,  Eaton  having  been  mod- 
ified to  make  it  incuml>eat  on  tiie  State  of  In- 
diana to  commence  the  canal  in  fire  yean^  and 
complete  it  in  twenty  years,  and  binding  the^ 
State  to  pay  the  amount  of  any  lands  that  shall' 
have  been  sold,  should  the  canal  not  be  com- 
pleted— and  ipftking  all  titles  to  land  under  the 
State  valid, 

The  motion  to  amend  was  taken  and  carried. 

The  qncEtion  then  reourring  on  engroanng 
tbe  bill  for  a  thurd  readtaig>  and  Mr.  Cuaxdleb 
having  called  for  the  yeas  and  u^s,  it  was  oar> 
ried  by  the  following  vote: 

YlAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bateman,  BeQ,  Benton, 
Boulfgny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of 
Louisiana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKiniey,  Marks, 
Noble,  Beed,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Runles,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Smith  of  MaryUnd,  Thomas,  Willey^SS. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dickemon,  Edwards,  Fmdiay,  Hayae,  Macon,  Ran- 
dolph, Sanford,  SmlUi  <tf  South  Carolina,  Taaewell, 
Woodbury— 14. 

On  motion  of  Hr,  Kim,  the  bill  to  apiwc^r^ 
ate  a  quantity  of  laud  in  ud  of  opening  a  onul 
to  unite  tbe  waters  of  the  river  BUotHB  and  Lake 
Michigan,  was  token  up. 


WiDmtsDAT,  February  14. 
The  bill  to  autiiorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
locate  and  make  a  road  was  read  a  second  time. 
Mr.  Hekdbxoxs  explained  the  olfjecta  of  the 

bill. 

Mr.  Ghakdlkb  called  for  tiie  yeas  uid  nays, 
which  being  sustained,  the  bill  was  mdered  to 

be  engrossed  by  the  following  vote: 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Benton,  BouUgny, 
Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnson  of  KentncW,  Johnston  of 
Loui^na,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  McKiniey,  Marks, 
Noble,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  MaryUnd,  Thomas,  Wil. 
ley,  and  Williams— 80. 

Nats. — Meests.  Branch,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cobb, 
Dtekerson,  Hayne,  Ubcon,  Randolph,  Sanford, 
Smith  of  SouUi  GaroUna,  lasewell,  and  Woodbuzj 
—IS. 
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Duty  on  Teat,  Se. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  doties  heretofore  levied 
on  certain  articles,  (comprising  teas,  coffee,  and 
winea,)  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sbtuottb  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
-Committee  on  Finance,  with  instmctions  to 
strike  oat  the  section  relating  to  vines  and 
ooflbe.  !IIr.  SioTH  of  Uarylutd  opposed  the 
motion  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  bUI  was  re- 
committed, it  could  not  pass  this  sesdon,  Mr. 
OiuKinxB  sustained  the  moUon.  lir.  Wood- 
BUBT  moved  to  divide  the  motion,  and  take  the 
question  on  winea  first;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  motion  to  recconmit,  and  strike  out 
vines,  was  rcjjected,  19  to  23. 

The  qnestion  then  recarred  on  recommitting, 
with  orders  to  strike  out  coffee,  and  was  re- 
jected, 14  to  28. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  passing  the 
-bill,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Teas. — Measra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Boulignj,  Branch, 
Chambers,  Chandler,  Cla^^ton,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ed- 
irards,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hohnes,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kane,  King,  Hacon,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rowan, 
Sanford,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  XarvUnd,  South  of  Sonth 
■  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Van  Boren,  Woodbury 
—28. 

Kat& — ^Uessrs.  Batenuo,  Bell,  Chase,  Dickerson, 
nadlay,  Harrison,  Knight,  Uarka,  Noble,  Bidgely, 
Bobbins,  Boggles,  Seymour,  WiUey— 14. 


TmniBD&T,  Fehnuuy  15. 

Ur.  Diomscnr,  direotion  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  on  Hann&otnres,  reported  the 
bill  to  inorease  tbe  duUes  on  oertwi  artioles  of 
impOTted  wooUeni^  irithoot  Amendment. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  in  Cranmittee 
of  the  Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  Hatnx  (Chidrman  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Kaval  Atiaira)  ruse  and  addrassed  the  Senate  as 

follows :  • 

By  an  act  "for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
'  Kavy,"  passed  on  the  29th  April,  1816,  the  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  per  annum,  for  eight 
years,  was  appropriated  and  set  afiart,  for  that 
purpose.  On  the  8d  March,  1821— five  years 
afterwards — this  annnal  appropriation  was  re- 
dueed  to  half  a  million,  for  ux  years,  from  the 
year  1821 ;  so  that  tlus  act  will  expire  oo  the 
8d  of  March  next.  Tbis  policy,  tberdiHre,  of 
setting  apart  a  fhnd  for  the  improvement  <tf  the 
Navy,  has  now  been  established  in  the  TToited 
States  for  eleven  years,  and  comes  recommended 
to  ns  by  an  experience  neither  very  short  in  its 
dnra^n,  nor  at  all  doubtful  in  its  results.  The 
wisdom  of  tbis  policy  seems  now  to  be  firmly 
estaUished  "by  general  consent;  and  it  is  a 
rwimrfc'ibl*'  Cut^  that^  during  a  period  oi  eleven 
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years,  not  a  single  proposition  has  been  made, 
in  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  in  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  to  depart  from  it. 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  has,  indeed, 
varied ;  but  the  principle  has  been  held  sacred. 
X  do  not  feel,  therefore,  that  it  is  incombent  on 
me  to  do  more,  on  tbe  present  occa»on,  than 
merely  to  state  a  few  of  the  leading  considera- 
tions which  induced  Congress.  In  1810,  to  estab- 
lish this  policy,  and  whi<ui  stiU  recommend  it  to 
our  adt^tion  and  support.  A  brief  retroq>ect 
of  the  events  which  preceded  and  acoompaoied 
the  late  war  with  Great  Brituo,  will,  perhaps, 
be  usefhl,  in  enabling  ns  to  form  a  Just  estimate 
of  the  value  of  a  Navy  to  this  country,  and  of 
our  true  policy  on  that  interesting  snhject  The 
people  of  tbe  United  States,  though  inheriting 
from  their  British  ancestry  a  decided  predilec- 
tion for  the  sea,  and  though  tempted,  oy  their 
peculiar  situation,  to  seek  employment  on  tiie 
ocean,  were  yet  so  strongly  impressed  with  tbe 
omnipotence  of  Great  Britaio,  on  that  element, 
that  they  hardly  dared  to  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  these  scattered  B^blica  wonld  be 
atue  to  maintain  a  Navy  that  eould  be  of  the 
smallest  aerviee  in  the  defence  of  thdrocwds  and 
harbors,  much  leas  in  the  protection  of  their  own- 
merce  on  the  common  highway  of  nations.  It 
entered  not  into  the  wildest  specnlMicms  of  the 
moat  sanguine  among  us,  that,  at  any  period  to 
which  we  could  reasonably  extend  our  calcula- 
tions, the  United  States  would  l>e  able  to  build 
and  support  a  Navy,  capable  of  maintaining  its 
existence  in  the  presence  of  the  "  Mistress  of 
the  Seas."  So  strong  was  this  delu^on,  that 
our  ablest  statesmen,  and  most  devoted  patriots^ 
looked  to  a  defensive  system  as  the  only  one  to 
which  the  United  States  could,  in  any  event, 
resort,  for  the  redress  of  her  wrongs,  or  tlie 
proteimon  of  the  persons  and  property  of  her 
dozens.  Henoo  it  was,  that,  when  some  of 
your  seamen  were  impressed,  yon  withdrew 
tbe  rest  into  your  cities ;  when  your  dtipe  were 
captnred,  you  retired  fhnn  the  ocean;  and 
when  redress  for  these  wrongs  was  pcrsevcr- 
ingly  and  finally  refused,  you  abandoned  your 
commercial  pursuits,  shut  yourselves  np  within 
yonr  own  Territory,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse 
with  those  who  had  committed  these  outrages. 
Mr.  President,  it  has  often  occurred  to  my 
mind,  that,  in  Bome  respects,  a  more  aoblime 
moral  spectacle  has  seldom  been  exhibited  to 
the  world  than  that  presented  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  during  that  period  m  nn- 
paralleled  endurance.  I  well  remember  tbe 
period,  sir ;  it  made  an  impression  on  my  mind 
and  my  feelings,  whicli  can  never  be  effiwed 
to  the  last  day  oi  my  existaice-~wh«i,  under 
tbe  operation  of  the  restriottve  ^stem,  the 
whole  maritime  frontier  was  hermetically 
sealed;  when  our  mu-lner^  driven  from  the 
ocean,  sought  refuge  in  our  cities  almost  to 
starve;  when  our  ships  lay  rotting  at  the 
wharves,  and  every  class  of  persons  connected 
with  trade  were  driven  from  their  employ- 
ments; when  the  prodnoe  of  the  &rmer  lay 
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riittinff  in  hli  barns;  and  irfaen  all,  nho 

depended  on  tlieir  daily  labor  for  aapport, 
wliatever  migbt  be  the  nature  of  theirparsaita, 
were  1^  almost  witlioat  the  means  of  gettiog 
food  and  nuineaL  In  that  period,  of 
nnparalleled  snfienog,  amida  the  deprivation 
of  oil  our  aooustoraed  comforts,  the  people  of 
every  part  of  the  United  &tatea(  with  but 
few  exceptions,  were  found  submittiiig  quietly, 
and  withoat  a  lunrmur,  to  what  would  have 
driven  any  other  people  on  earth  to  despair 
and  madness.  And  why  did  they  so  submit? 
Because  they  had  the  roost  perfect  oonfldonce 
in  the  wisdom  and  potriotian  of  their  rulers; 
becanse  th^  know  that  the  honor  of  the 
nation  had  bem  aiuuled;  and  firmly  believed 
Ibat,  inoiqwble  of  oonteufUuft  with  Oreat  Bri- 
tiUn  on  the  ooean,  we  oould  not  redress  onr 
wrongs  by  war.  Sir,  I  was  young  at  that 
time;  but  I  partook  of  the  universal  enthu- 
nasm  which  would  have  induced  the  people, 
among  wliom  I  lived,  to  have  submitted  cheer-' 
fully  to  any  extremity  of  suffering,  rather  than 
consent  to  relax,  in  the  smallest  degree,  those 
restrictive  measures  which  wo  tlien  beheved  to 
be  called  for  by  a  just  regard  to  the  notional 
honor,  and  which  we  supiiosed  to  be  the  only 
menns  of  coercing  our  enemies  to  do  us  justice. 
I  admit,  sir — the  nation  now  admits — Uint  we 
we  were  under  a  delouon.  We  underrated  our 
resources;  we  vndervalaed  omrsdves.  The 
capacity  of  this  coanbry  for  war  was  not 
nnderstood.  Weliadyettoleara,thatapeople, 
capable  of  making  Ute  sacrilicos  required  by 
tlie  restrictive  system,  could  never  be  ounqner- 
ed;  Uiat  a  patriotic  people  could  at  once  create 
armies,;  war  itself  would  raise  ap  Wash- 
ingtons  and  Jackaons  to  lead  us  to  victory ;  and 
that  the  oalca  of  onr  forests,  and  the  Bturdy 
virtues  of  our  gallant  tars,  were  d^iable  of 
making  the  ocean  itself  the  immediate  soene  of 
our  j^ory.  The  war  at  length  came,  and, 
notwitlistanding  the  nnmerous  errors  committed 
in  its  conduct — errors,  sir,  in  a  great  measure 
inseparable  from  onr  peculiar  wtuation — we 
came  out  of  it  with  the  redress  of  all  oar 
wrongs,  and  with  a  dmraoter  cheaply  pnichased 
by  all  our  snfferinga  and  sacrifloes.  Whatever 
differences  <£  c^nmon  existed  at  the  time  war 
was  declared,  n<»ie  exists  now,  as  to  the  incal- 
culable benefits  which  that  war  has  conferred 
upon  this  country.  It  is  looked  upon  oa  the 
great  era  in  onr  history,  scarcely  inferior,  in 
i.nportance,  to  the  establishment  of  ind^end- 
enee  itsdf;  and  the  men  who  declared  that 
war,  as  well  as  those  who  conducted  it 
to  a  sQcoessful  conclusion,  will  live  forever  io 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  But  it 
is  not  my  present  purpose  to  notice  the  events 
or  the  results  of  that  war,  except  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  part  which  Uio  Navy  contribated 
in  prodacing  them,  and  as  they  tend  to  illaft< 
tnte  the  tme  policy  <tf  the  United  States  on 
thatsaUeck 

The  dedaratbn  of  war  found  the  public 
mind  in  the  state  which  I  han  descrUwd, 


in  relation  to  the  Kavy.  We  possessed,  It 
is  true,  a  few  fVlgates,  which  had  been  pruvided 
from  time  to  time,  ddefly  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  comnteree  of  the  United 
States  from  Uie  Barbary  Powers,  and  we  re- 
tained a  few  officers  who  had  acquired  reputa- 
tion in  the  Mediterranean,  in  their  contest  with 
the  Turks.  But  to  these  the  nation  hardly 
looked,  except  for  aid  in  defence  of  our  liarbora. 
Hence  the  naval  means  of  the  country  were,  in 
the  first  instance,  chiefly  directed  to  the  build- 
ing and  equipment  of  a  great  number  of 
gunboats,  and  our  most  gulant  and  experi- 
enced officers  were  devoted  to  that  service. 
I  have  heard  it  stated,  sir,  as  a  foct,  (of  the 
tnith  <^  whldi  I  have  no  doobt,)  that  when  the 
proposition  was  first  made  here,  that  the  fow 
frigatM  and  sloops  of  war  which  we  then  had, 
should  be  sent  out  to  meet,  in  sin^e  combat, 
the  diips  of  Great  Britain,  the  proposal  was 
considered  rash  and  desperate.  Happily  for  n^ 
these  rash  counsels  prevailed,  and,  m>m  the 
momwt  that  Gaptun  Untl,  in  the  Ounstjtutiotu 
met  and  oaptnred  the  Onerriere,  up  to  tiie  final 
termination  of  the  war,  the  wliole  career  of 
the  Kavy  was  one  of  daring  enterprise,  heroio 
achievement,  and  splendid  victory.  Wherever 
it  moved,  whether  upon  the  ocean,  or  on  our 
inland  seas,  its  path  was  a  flood  of  glory.  Sir, 
I  cannot  stop  to  dwell  wpon  these  adievements 
in  detful,  which  filled  every  American  busora 
with  entiim^m,  and  during  every  period  ot 
the  war,  animated  onr  hopes  in  prosperity,  and 
chewed  us  in  our  reverses.  It  is  snfficieot  for 
my  purpose  to  say,  that  the  Navy  literally 
fought  itself  into  &vor — ^it  became  its  own 
orcniteot.  Experience  bad  now  demonstrated 
that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States 
to  b^xmte  a  great  Naval  power;  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  in  putting  forth  the  resouroes  of , 
the  nation,  for  the  eat^lishment  of  a  Navy,' 
comraenanrote  with  our  wants;  capable  of 
protecting  oar  commerce  in  peace,  and  defend- 
ing their  country  in  war,  not  only  by  maintain- 
ing the  command  of  our  own  waters,  bnt  by 
carrying  on  an  ofTen^ve  operation  on  the  ooean 
itwli^  and  thereby  candng  our  enemies  to 
partake  of  the  erUs  of  war.  Sir,  it  was 
danoastrated  by  oar  statesmen  in  both  Hosnses 
of  OraigresB,  hy  the  dearest  argnmenta,  and  the 
plainest  calcmations,  that  a  Kavy  was  not 
only  the  sofost,  bat  the  cheapest  defonoe  <tf  tlds 
nation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Siirm)  has,  on  more  than  one  occaaon, 
contributed  much  to  establish  that  position — 
and  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  South 
Oaroltna  recollects  the  convincing  statements 
and  conclusive  arguments  by  wliicu  one  of  her 
favorite  sons  (Mr.  Cheves)  so  justly  acquired  the 
name  of  "one  of  the  fitthers  <^  tlie  Navy." 
The  peace  of  1815  fonnd  the  whole  nation 
in  fovor  of  a  Navy.  The  act  at  April,  1810, 
was  the  first  fridt  of  that  foelin&  and  was  the 
fonndation  of  tlie  naTSl  pollOT  tUs  eonntry. 
^  appropriated  one  millun  a  doOaia  for  elfM 


GnimU  Improvement  iff  tlm  If  tug. 


Digitized  by 


826 


ABBIDGMENT  07  THE 


Sehate.'] 

years,  for  the  increoM  of  the  Nqtj,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  baildiog  of  a  number  of  ships  of 
tiie  line,  and  other  vessels,  wliiah,  with  those 
before  and  sinoe  aathorized  by  law,  will  ^ve  to 
the  United  States  a  Navy,  consisting  of  13  ships 
of  the  line,  20  frigates,  16  sloops  of  war,  4 
ichooners,  and  8  steam  batteries. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President,  to  the  Dry 
Docks,  which  form  the  next  object  of  this  bill. 
And  here  I  must  be^^  by  saying,  that  it  is  not 
a  little  snrprifflDg,  that  a  ootmtry,  possesdng  a 
navy  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  and  twenty 
frigates,  should  be  withont  one  of  tiiese  neces- 
sary appendages  of  all  na^es ;  and  that,  with 
the  experience  of  the  rest  of  tiie  worid  before 
OUT  eyes,  we  should  have  gone  on,  for  so  many 
yews,  Incurring  the  delay,  risk,  and  expense, 
of  heaving  down  our  ships,  when  ve  po^essed 
so  many  admirable  positions  for  docks,  and 
when  the  saving,  in  a  single  year,  would  have 
almost  paid  the  expense  of  constructing  them. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  expense  of  heaving 
down  a  74-gun  ship,  coming  into  port  from  a 
cntise,  and  putting  even  small  repairs  npon 
her,  would  not  fall  far  short  of  $20,000.  She 
would  have  to  be  onloaded,  her  guns  taken  out, 
her  spars  and  suls  removed^  a  lai^ge  number 
of  men  mnst  be  employed  m  the  (^leratiott, 
and,  when  tiie  work  waa  done,  she  must  be 
rekwded  uid  equipped.  Great  dd^  would 
also  necessarily  take  {daoe  from  sneh  aa  opera- 
tion. For  ordinary  repairs,  such  a  ship  would 
be  detuned  a  month ;  and,  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  it  would  not  be  considered  safe  to 
subject  a  vessel  to  the  dangerous  operation  of 
heaving  out.  At  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, the  vessel  is  greatly  Btrained.  Nor 
is  this  all:  in  the  present  condition  of  your 
Navy  Yards,  your  vessels  of  war  must  be  hove 
out,  not  only  for  repairs,  but  even  for  examina- 
tion. It  is  not  deemed  safe  to  send  vessels  to 
sea  that  havo  been  lying  some  time  in  port, 
nor  aftor  long  omisee,  without  exandnation ; 
and  to  do  this,  all  the  delay,  expense,  and  risk, 
of  heaving  out,  must  be  enooontered.  In  time 
of  war,  this  would  greatly  impdr  the  efficiency 
of  the  Nanr.  Time,  in  ill  military  operatkms, 
it  of  great  importanoe  to  success ;  and  jntnnpt- 
ness  m  preparation,  and  oelenty  in  movement, 
have  often  guned  battles,  that  must  otherwise 
have  been  lost.  Now,  with  suitable  dry  docks, 
ships  can  be  examined  and  disobarged  im- 
mediately, and  repairs,  when  necessary,  effected 
witli  the  least  possible  delay  and  expense.  I 
have  the  highest  authority  for  stating  the  fact, 
that,  not  long  since,  a  British  frigate,  with  her 
provisions  and  entire  armament  on  board,  was 
ran  into  a  dry  dock  for  examination,  and  sailed 
on  her  destination  during  the  same  tide — thus 
saving  all  the  expense,  ddi^,  and  riak,  of  an 
examination,  according  to  onr  domsy  method 
of  heaving  out.  The  advantages  derived  from 
dry  docks  are  so  frilly  understood  in  Europe, 
tiiat  there  is  no  naval  power  without  a  number 
of  them.  In  England,  there  are  now  sixteen, 
and  three  man  building ;  and  in  Franee,  there 


[naBtranr,  U97. 

are  twelve,  all  of  the  most  doraUe  matwtalL 

On  the  salyect  of  dry  dooks.  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  most  minute  and  satisfikctory  infor- 
mation. It  is  known  to  the  country,  that  one 
of  our  most  intelligent  naval  officers  (now  a 
member  of  the  Navy  Board)  was  not  long  sinoe 
sent  to  Europe  to  obtain  infonnation  on  this 
and  otiier  subjects  connected  with  the  naval 
establishments  of  that  continent.  Throogh 
him,  the  country  has  been  put  in  possession  <tf 
a  maaa  of  valnable  in&nnatiiHi,  and  espedaUy 
on  the  subject  (tf  dry  docks.  In  additiw  to 
this,  an  intelligent  and  experienced  civil  engi- 
neer (who  had  resided  many  years  in  EnglaM) 
has,  under  the  orders  <^  the  Navy  Deparbnen^ 
lately  mode  minate  surveys  and  calonlations  <m 
this  subject,  which  I  have  now  before  me. 
From  these  statements  it  appears — 

That  the  following  will  oe  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  constructing  dry  docks,  on  the  most 
approved  plan,  at  the  fc^owing  Navy  Tarda, 
viz: 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  IL  $849,S71  tl 

At  Chariestova,Hsss.  8M,8«4  M 

At  BKK>kl7n,N.T.  880,116  8« 

At  Oosport,  Ta.  898,800  00 

The  committee  have  no  donbt  that  there 
ought  to  he  a  dry  dock  at  each  ^thesepUcea; 
but,  for  the  soke  of  deriving  the  advant^es  ct 
experience  on  this  snljeot,  uiey  have  detttmin- 
ed  to  recommend  the  constniction  of  <m^  two 
at  this  time,  one  to  the  sooth  and  the  other  to 
the  north  of  tlie  Pot<Hnao  Biver.  Hddii^ 
myself  in  readiness  to  make  any  frirther  ex- 
planations that  may  be  required  (m  this  point, 
I  shidl  now  pass  to  the  next  object  proposed  in 
the  bill,  the  constmction  of  a  Marine  Butway 
at  Pensacola,  on  the  Qulf  of  Mexico.  From 
tiie  best  infonnation  the  committee  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  they  are  well  satisfied  that  rul- 
ways  are  much  cheaper  than  docks,  and  that 
they  may  be  advantageously  used  for  the  repur 
of  doops  of  war  and  other  smaller  vessels;  but 
that  there  would  be  great  risk  In  using  them 
for  the  repairs  of  frigates  and  shipa  of  tha  line. 
TUs  la  the  received  <^ion  in  Europe,  and  oar 
most  enerieneed  officers  concur  la  na  ooneet- 
ness.  In  no  point  of  view,  however,  can  rail- 
ways aupersede  dry  docks.  It  is  now  prcnpoaad 
to  erect  a  railway  at  a  point  whm  it  wlu  cer- 
tainly be  extremely  nsMtal,  and  where  ve  will 
be  able  to  learn  mm  experieDoe  its  {motioal 
value. 

With  respect  to  the  oontcmplated  improve- 
ments in  our  Navy  Ywds,  which  it  will  be  seen 
forms  one  of  the  ol^ects  of  this  bill,  I  shall  now 
make  bat  a  sin^^le  remark.  Thew  yards  have 
hitherto  been  improved  from  time  to  time^ 
without  any  regular  plan.  It  is  extremely  de- 
sirable, therefore,  that  qrston  shoald  be  intro- 
duced Into  establishments  which  are  daily  ex- 
panding, and  which  nnuA  neoessarily  be  c<»- 
dderably  enlarged  hereafter.  The  adoption  of 
the  plan  here  recommended,  will  introdnoo 
economy,  and  greatly  promote  the  ^ciency  oi 
theae  estaMiahmenta. 


Digitized  by 


BBBATSS  OF  OOKaSBSa 


VmrnOM,  1687.] 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Fresideat,  to  the  great,  the 
intere^ng  question,  of  the  Navd  Academj. 
It  cannot  be  necessary,  at  this  day  of  intelleo- 
toal  light,  to  enlarge  on  the  great  advantages  of 
editMtnoa ;  it  must  at  least  be  anp^noos  for 
me  to  say  to  tiie  gentlemen  vho  compose  the 
Smate,  that  mental  culture  most  enlu^  and  im- 
proTC  tiie  Intelleotnal  ftcutties,  cierate  the  sen- 
timents, establish  the  principles,  and  strenglii- 
en,  ennoble,  and  adorn,  the  character  of  man. 
But  however  uniTcrsally  acknowled^d  these 
truUis  may  be,  there  stiU  remains  a  doubt  on 
tiie  min^  of  some,  whether  they  are  strictly 
applicable  to  naval  men.  The  time  was,  when 
the  hardy  virtues  and  noble  traits  which  form 
the  character  of  the  sulors  were  supposed  to 
belong  to  a  being  altogether  different  irom  the 
rest  of  mankind.  In  former  times,  it  was  be- 
lieved to  he  necessftfy,  to  complete  the  charac- 
ter of  a  naval  officer,  that  he  should  be  a  pro- 
fuie  swearer  and  a  hud  drinker ;  that  be  ^ould 
be  prond  of  his  ignorance,  despise  books,  and 
be  atotingulshed  by  habits^  manners,  and  lan- 

giage,  different  flrom  the  rest  of  ^e  world, 
at  these,  sir,  are  the  exploded  errors  of  the 
last  century.  No  one,  now,  supposes  that 
these  peouliwities  ever  oonstitoted  any  portion 
of  the  merit  of  an  accomplished  seaman. 
Amidst  the  universal  spread  of  light  and 
knowledge,  which  has  formed  a  new  era  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  it  has  been  discovered, 
and  generally  admitted,  that  military  and  naval 
men  form  no  exception  to  the  universal  rule, 
that,  in  every  deportment  of  human  affairs,  the 
snccess  of  indi^'iduals,  as  well  as  of  nations,  will 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  their  int^ectual  and 
lOOTal  strength.  Ko  one  now  doubts  tiiat,  every 
tiling  else  being  eqnal,  the  soientiflo  officer  will 
bair  away  thejulm  from  a  less  accomplished 
eompetitor.  There  is  no  class  of  men  among 
whom  the  march  of  improvement  has  been 
more  steady  and  uninterrupted  than  among 
naval  men.  In  onr  own  country,  and  especial- 
ly daring  the  last  war,  this  truth  has  been 
most  conspicuously  developed.  The  naval  offi- 
cers who,  during  that  conflict,  immortalized 
their  names,  and  covered  their  country  with 
glory,  were  men  of  cultivated  minds,  elegant 
manners,  and  the  noblest  sentiments  of  honor 
— men  who  graced  the  drawing  room  as  well 
as  ttw  quarter  deck,  and  were  fitted  to  shine  in 
KBj  ritofttion  in  which  they  could  be  placed. 
In  their  characters  were  oomblned  extendve 
Mlentiflo  attunmente,  and  perfect  nautical  skill, 
irith  the  sentimoita  and  feeling  which  gave 
grace  and  dignity  to  ancient  chivalry.  Sir,  if 
Perry  had  been  on  officer  of  the  old  school,  he 
would  have  gone  down  at  the  battie  of  Lake 
£rie,  with  hia  colors  nuled  to  the  mast,  and 
his  country  would  have  lost  one  of  the  proud- 
est trophies  of  the  war.  But,  Mr.  President, 
the  effect  of  cultivating  the  minds,  improving 
the  manners,  and  elevating  the  character  m 
onr  officers  is  not  confined  to  themselves ;  it 
produces  a  decided  moral  effect  on  the  men 
committed  to.  their  cliarge;  it  elevates  the 
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character  of  our  seamen.  If,  dr,  we  could 
discover  all  the  causes  which  produced  our 
naval  victories  in  the  lato  war,  Z  donbt  not  it 
would  be  found,  that  the  high  moral  character 
of  our  seamen  cmitribntea  as  much  as  any 
otiier ;  and  for  this  they  were  indebted  to  the 
exodlent  exanqde  of  their  leaders.  'Whue,  in 
the  naval  history  of  the  world,  was  such  a 
spectacle  presented,  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
crew  commanded  by  the  all-accomplished  De- 
catur (the  man  over  whose  untimely  fitte  the 
whole  nation  monmed)  when  returning  firom 
a  long  cruise,  covered  with  laurels,  they  were 
invited  by  the  grateftil  citizens  of  New  York 
to  a  public  festivoL  Upwards  of  five  hundred 
men,  abandoned  by  their  officers,  were  seen 
traversing  the  streets  of  a  crowded  city  in  the 
night,  partaking  of  the  amusements  of  the 
theatre,  and  returning  quietly  to  their  ship  at 
midnight,  not  one  untold.  Ixxik,  too,  at  the 
eonduot  of  the  crew  of  the  Adams,  when  com- 
manded by  tilie  excellent  and  gallant  Korria. 
'When  that  veasd  was  driven  on  shore  by  a 
superior  enemy  at  tiie  Penobscot^  the  orew, 
consisting  of  several  hundred  men,  were  dis- 
persed, lAer  receiving  orders  from  their  com- 
mander to  t^ndezvous  at  Portsmouth,  at  a  time 
appointed.  They  wandered  through  the  coun- 
try (on  a  journey  which  occupied  five  days) 
and  at  the  time  and  place  {^pointed  every  man 
was  at  bis  post.  It  is  unnecessary  to  multiply 
examples  of  the  high  character  of  our  navu 
officers  who  most  emmentiy  distinguished  them- 
selves during  the  war,  or  to  trace  the  influence 
of  their  example  in  elevating  the  character  of 
our  seamen.  But,  sir,  I  must  notice  the  foot, 
that  these  officers  were,  almost  without  exo^ 
tion,  men  of  well-informed  minds,  oonsnm- 
mate  professional  skill,  cultivated  manners,  and 
elevated  sentiments.  It  is  true,  that  they  were 
in  general  self-educated  men,  who  had  not  the 
advantages  of  early  instruction  at  a  navid 
school.  There  is  no  mistake,  however,  greater 
or  more  common,  than  that  which  condemns 
education  as  useless,  becanse  eminent  men  have 
educated  themselves.  When  we  show  yon  the 
triumphs  of  learning,  and  point  out  the  ad- 
vantages actually  derived  from  science  and  in- 
formation, by  distinguished  individuals,  is  it 
any  answer  to  say  that  these  men  educated 
themselves  t  Sir,  unqnestionably  the  best  <^ 
all  kinds  of  edueatimt  is  that  which  a  higfaly 
gifted  man  secures  to  himself  from  the  daep 
oonvlotioii  of  its  immense  inuxnlance.  But, 
when  we  see  the  rich  fhiita  of  I3x\»  education, 
as  exhibited  in  the  lives  and  characters  of  such 
men,  is  it  not  preposterous  to  say,  that  educa- 
tion is  of  no  value  ?  The  correct  inference  is 
directly  the  contrary,  and  the  only  question 
which  remains,  is  as  to  the  best  means  of  ex- 
tending its  blessings  to  others.  The  mass  of 
men  never  will,  never  can  become  self-edu- 
cated. In  all  the  professions  and  pursuits  of 
life,  early,  judicious,  and  persevermg  efforts 
must  he  used,  to  form  the  minds,  principles, 
and  moral  holnts  ol  youth,  or  they  will  ran  to 
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Taste,  and  produce  no  fruit.  It  is  for  men 
Ibrmed  "  in  the  prodigality  of  natnre,"  to  be 
aelf-instraeted.  All  others  must  receive  the 
aids  of  early  and  constant  lessons.  Sir,  the 
object  of  the  naval  academy  is  to  give  to  all 
the  yonng  men  in  our  Navy,  the  means  of  be- 
coming Decators  and  Ferrys ;  to  take  them  at 
18  or  14  (at  their  first  entrance  into  tlie  eer- 
vice)  end  patting  them  under  able  instructors, 
to  cultivate  their  minds,  not  only  in  the  sciences 
immediately  connected  with  their  future  pur- 
snits,  but  to  a  certmn  extent,  to  make  them  ac- 

auaintcd  with  general  literature;  to  imbue 
lieir  minds  with  a  love  of  knowledge,  to  give 
them  a  taste  for  books,  to  encourage  good 
habits  and  principles,  to  hold  oat  premier  exam- 
ples ibr  their  imitation,  and  to  convmce  them 
that  Aeir  ftitnre  stanmng  in  the  service  will 
be  exactly  proportioned  to  their  professional 
acquirements,  and  inteUectnal  and  moral  char- 
acter. By  such  a  plan,  how  many  gallant  and 
TOomidng  young  men  will  be  saved  to  their 
mends  and  their  country  I  how  much  vice  and 
^orance  will  be  banished  from  the  Navyl 
Oor  plan,  Ur.  President,  Is  extremely  simple. 
Hone  are  to  be  educated  but  midshipmen  or 
other  officers  of  the  Navy.  These  will  receive 
their  first  lessons  at  the  school,  where  they 
will  remain  about  two  years,  partly  on  shore, 
and  partly  on  board  of  a  vessel  to  be  attached 
to  the  school,  and  to  be  employed  in  short 
cruises  alon^  the  coast  At  the  end  of  this 
time  they  will  be  sent  to  sea  on  long  voyages, 
and  will  ocmtinue  in  aotoal  service  far  five  or 
six  years  longer  before  they  will  be  examined 
for  i>romotion.  During  this  time,  they  will  be 
required  to  return  to  the  academy,  and  prose- 
CQte  their  studies  in  naval  architectnre,  and 
the  higher  branches  of  education,  whenever 
they  shall  not  be  actnaUy  employed  at  sea,  in- 
stead of  wandering  about,  as  they  now  too  often 
do,  in  our  cities,  exposed  to  a  thousand  tempta- 
tions, so  difficult  for  the  young  to  resist.  By 
a  rigid  adherence  to  this  pton,  and  raising  the 
standard  of  attainments  necessary  for  promo- 
tion, it  is  believed  that  the  whole  number  of 
your  midshipmen  may  become  not  only  good 
practical  seamen,  hut  scientifio  officers  and  oo 
ocHnplished  gentlemen;  and  this,  with  hardly 
any  increased  expense  but  the  annual  salaries 
of  the  profeesora.  The  pay  of  the  midcliipmen, 
and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  vessel,  are  ex- 
penses to  which  we  ore  already  solyected.  Sir, 
both  in  France  and  England,  there  are  naval 
schools.  The  navies  of  those  countries  are 
steadily  improving,  and  we  must  at  least  ad- 
vance step  by  step  with  them.  There  is  one 
Other  consideration,  Ur.  President,  which  pre- 
sents the  necessity  of  a  naval  academy  in  this 
country  in  such  a  point  of  view,  that  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  how  it  can  bo  resisted.  No 
nation  can  keep  in  actual  service,  in  time  of 
peace,  one-foorth  at  the  vessels  necessary  to 
M  onployed  in  war.  In  time  of  peace,  there- 
fore, by  far  the  gre^w  part  of  onr  Kavy  most 
be  laid  up  ia  ordino^.  But  it  Is  sot  ooly 
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necessary  to  have  the  ships,  but,  what  is  of 
equal  importance,  you  must  have  skilful  and 
experienced  officers  to  commaud  tiiem.  Kov, 
how  is  Gob  to  be  aocomplished  >  The  whcd* 
number  of  officers  now  in  the  Navy  would  not 
be  sufficaent  to  command  one-half  of  the  vesKels 
we  now  possess.  Of  Uiis  fact  we  have  offidal 
information  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  made  to  Congrees  two  years  ago^ 
showing  the  niunl>er  (tf  officers  necessary  for 
the  command  of  our  vessels  on  a  war  establish- 
ment In  Europe,  provision  is  made  for  the 
requinte  number  of  officers  in  war  by  employ- 
ing a  much  larger  number  in  peace  than  woold 
be  consistent  with  tiie  settled  policy  and  eco- 
nomical habiU  of  the  United  States.  Wh^ 
then,  are  we  to  dot  Without  ezperienced  and 
skilml  naval  officers,  ships  are  vseleai^  and  we 
cannot  aSari  to  employ  in  peace  mm  than 
half  the  number  that  will  be  necessary  in  war. 
I  inraet,  sir,  that  a  naval  academy  will  afford 
us  the  means  of  surmonnting  this  difficulty  ia 
an  easy,  safe,  and  economical  way.  If  nearly 
the  whole  number  of  your  midshipmen  were 
thoroughly  educated  men,  and  fit  to  l>e  lieuten- 
ants, (which  is  notoriously  not  the  case  at 
present,)  you  could,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  fill 
op  the  post  captains  from  your  master  com- 
mandants, complete  the  list  of  masters  from 
your  lieutenants,  and  make  as  many  of  your 
midshiinnen  lieutenants  as  the  service  mi^it 
require.  Yon  could  then  have  remaining  per- 
haw  abont  one-half  of  the  requisite  nmnber 
w«l-instmoted  midshipmen,  and  n<f  doubt  can 
exist,  that,  with  this  number,  the  deficiency 
might  be  safely  supplied  from  the  prominng 
young  men  of  the  country.  The  present  or- 
ganization of  the  officers  would  admit  of  no 
such  arrangement  The  number  of  well-in- 
structed men,  among  either  the  lieutenants  or 
the  midshipmen,  are  not,  and  never  can  be, 
sufficient  to  afford  the  means  of  filling  up  the 
higher  ^^rades.  I  have  made  a  calculation  on 
the  subjectj  from  which  it  appears  that  a  mod- 
erate addition  to  the  present  number  of  mid- 
shipmen, with  the  aid  of  a  naval  school,  would 
enable  us  to  maintain  in  peace,  and  at  a  verr 
reasonable  expense^  a  nmnber  ot  offioera  mm- 
cient  to  command  all  our  vessels  in  time  oi 
war ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  how  this  can  be 
accomplished  in  any  other  way. 

I  have  now  gone  through  what  I  intended  to 
say  on  this  subject  In  proposing  the  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  dollars  a  year  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  the  com- 
mittee deemed  it  fmr  and  proper  to  introduce 
into  the  bill  all  the  objects  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  apply  that  rand.  The  Senate  thus 
have  a  connected  view  of  all  that  it  is  designed 
to  do  for  the  improvement  of  the  Navy,  and  by 
taking  their  opinion  on  each  proportion  sepa- 
rately, we  know  that  nothing  can  l}e  retained 
in  tiie  bill  which  has  not  a  mifjority  in  its 
favor.  If  this  bill  shall  pas^  veiy  liUle  will 
remain  to  be  done,  fbr  several  years  to  come, 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Navy.  It  will  be 
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neoesBary,  indeed,  to  fl^TO  ft  better  <»^aiiizati(m 

to  the  peace  establishment,  and  to  revise  the 
Bulea  and  B^ulations  for  the  Oovemmeat  of 
the  Navy,  both  of  which  objects  will  engage 
the  early  and  earnest  attention  o(  tho  commit- 
tee, at  the  nest  eession.  Nothing  farther  will 
then  remain  to  be  done,  but  to  keep  the  sys- 
tem in  vigorous  and  hannonious  operation,  in 
order  to  fulfil  Hie  proudest  hopes  of  the  nation 
ia  relation  to  the  Navy.  If,  sir,  I  shall  have 
the  good  fortune  to  contribute  in  any  degree  to 
elevate  the  naval  character  of  the  country^  and 
to  add  vigor  to  this  right  arm  of  ournational 
defenoe^"  I  Shall  oonsidw  it  as  tme  of  the  h^H 
piest  ineidoits  of  my  lifb. 

ICr.  Bobbins  then  rose.  He  s^  to  the 
very  able  and  impressive  exposition  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  of  its  details,  I  beg  to 
add  a  few  words  only  on  the  subject  of  the 
naval  aoademy.  I  propose  to  speak  merely  to 
this  abstract  question :  la  It  expedient  for  the 
United  States  to  establish  a  naval  aoademy  ? 
I  shall  forbear  to  touch  npon  those  principles 
npon  which  the  plan  should  be  formed  and  ad- 
kuted,  in  order  to  ensure  its  anticipated  results. 
jHiese  principles  would  open  an  interesting  field 
of  inquiry ;  bat  a  field  too  wide  to  be  attempt- 
ed on  the  present  ooca»on :  for,  amonf^  other 
things,  it  would  lead  to  the  examination  of 
eertun  opinions,  which  appear  to  me,  however 
oonseorated  by  great  names,  or  by  long  and 
almost  nniversaf  adopUon  in  practice,  to  bo 
erroneous,  opimoos  which  have  an  extensive 
bat  most  pernicioos  influence  upon  the  whole 
business  of  education ;  opinions  which  abridge 
its  improvement,  in  all  instances,  and,  in  many, 
ocoasion  its  total  failure.  But,  then,  to  do 
tills,  we  must  go  back  to  principles,  must  go 
into  explanations,  must  give  illustrations.  Now, 
neither  is  the  time  fitting  for  this  exposition, 
nor  would  it  be  seasonable  tiU  first  we  are 
agreed  as  to  the  e^>edionoy  of  the  thing  itself. 
It  appears  to  me,  if  a  navy  is  to  be  a  part  of 
our  system  of  common  defsnoe,  for  our  com- 
mon seonrity,.  that  we  must  have  a  naval 
aoademy;  that  is,  if  we  Intend  to  adapt  onr 
means  to  the  ends  we  luve  in  view.  Genius  is 
the  gift  of  natnre ;  but  art  is  the  gift  of  educa- 
tion. This  is  true  of  all  the  arts,  not  excepting 
the  slightest :  it  is  eminently  troe  of  the  great 
art  of  war ;  and  no  less  of  its  naval  than  of  its 
military  brooch.  No  man  was  ever  bom  an 
artist  in  any  art,  not  even  in  that  of  poetry, 
though  it  is  Biud,  poeta  nosoffur,  non  Jit,  But 
tins  is  a  saying  of  poetic  vanity  or  poetic 
license.  The  genius  is  bom,  but  the  poet  is 
made,  and  made  by  education,  as  every  artist 
must  be.  It  may  hi^pen  that  this  education 
may  be  wholly  given  to  the  iniUvidnal  by  the 
indlvidnal  himmf;  he  then  is  supposed  to 
have  had  no  ednoation;  whereas,  in  tmth,  ^ 
has  then  had  the  best;  and  timt  which  never 
fulls,  unless  nature  has  filled  to  give  him  an 
aptttode  for  his  pursuit.  Some  individuals  of 
this  class  1  mean  the  aelf-edocated  olaas)  have 
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astonished  the  world  by  their  power,  and  have 
astonished  it  the  more,  as  nouiing  in  them  is 
attributed  to  education,  but  every  thing  to  the 
force  of  nature ;  whereas,  in  trath,  these  are 
the  very  individuals  who,  of  all  others,  were 
the  most  indebted  to  education :  for  learning 
that  is,  to  know  what  others  have  known,  is 
not  education,  as  it  ia  commonly  supposed  to 
be.  Education  is  that  system  of  exercise  which 
develops  and  perfects  the  faculties  of  the  in- 
dividual; and  which  system  is  dictated  and 
formed,  as  to  the  given  art,  by  the  principles 
of  that  art  Here  is  fbmid  the  trae  secret  of 
those  resnlts  which  astonish  us  so  much  in  the 
education  of  the  ancients :  its  infhllibiltty,  in 
every  instance  in  which  nature  had  given  the 
faculty  to  be  improved;  the  rapidity  of  its 
operation  in  developing  the  faculty  and  giving 
to  it  its  ultimate  perfection ;  and  the  sablime 
heights  to  which  that  perfection  ascended; 
results  so  astonishing,  that  they  would  be  in- 
credible to  us,  if  we  Md  them  only  in  history 
or  tradition,  and  hod  not  the  monuments  re- 
miuning  to  attest  their  existence.  If  a  country 
is  to  have  a  particular  kind  of  talent  for  its 
service,  it  must  be  indebted  for  it  to  the  ap- 
propriate education ;  and  the  only  question  is, 
whether  it  will  depend  for  this  ednoation  npon 
accident  or  upon  system ;  n^n  sach  ednoation. 
03  it  may  happen  ^at  individuals  may  h^pcn 
to  give  themselves,  or  upon  snch  as  the  coun- 
try moy  provide,  and  by  which  it  may  bo 
oertun  that  the  kind  of  talent  wanted  will  be 
produced,  and  will  be  forthcoming  wlien 
wanted,  and  as  wanted?  No  one,  I  think, 
will  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  latter  of  the  two, 
system  rather  than  accident,  will  be  the  pre- 
ferable resource.  All  our  prosperity,  all  our 
prospects  of  its  continuance  and  increase,  do- 
pend  on  our  security ;  that  depends  on  our 
means  of  common  defence,  and  the  efficiency 
of  those  means.  Now,  the  Navy  is  the  princi- 
pal mean  of  those  means ;  it  is  the  right  arm 
of  the  Union ;  and  the  strength  of  that  arm 
depends  upon  that  skill  which  edncation  alone 
can  give.  The  revenues  of  the  country  depend 
on  its  commerce ;  that  depends  on  its  protec- 
tion ;  and  that,  again,  on  tlie  Navy ;  the  Navy 
on  its  tactics ;  and  these  on  education. 

In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  looking  at 
our  security ;  looking  at  all  onr  interests  de- 
pending on  that  security ;  we  see  that  this  edu- 
cation is  indispouf^ble.  Bat  it  may  be  sud, 
that  the  Navy  itself  is  a  naval  school.  It  is  so; 
it  is  valuable  and  indisponsablo  as  a  school; 
but  wo  want  this  academy  as  subsidiary  to  this 
school ;  as  the  means  of  giving  to  that  school 
the  most  perfect  efficiency.  A  blind  mechani- 
cal practice,  no  doubt,  will  improve  the  faculty, 
and  make  a  tolerable  artist ;  but  it  is  only  that 
enlightened  exercise,  which  is  directed  and 
regulated  by  principle,  that  makes  the  conanm- 
mato  artist  in  any  art.  It  is  the  combination 
of  science  and  discipline  that  is  wanted ;  and 
this  may  be,  and  will  be,  efibctcd,  by  means  of 
the  academyi  and  is  not  to  be  expected  without 
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one ;  at  least,  not  with  the  same  certainty,  nor 
to  the  same  extent.  The  arm;',  too,  is  a  mili- 
tai?  school;  still  we  have  one  military  acad- 
emy, and  some  are  contemplating  the  establish- 
ment of  another.  Can  there  be  any  doubt  but 
this  institution  is  providing  the  country  with 
military  talent  far  beyond  what  the  discipline 
of -the  army  alone  would  provide  it  ?  I  should 
suppose  there  could  be  but  one  answer  to  that 
question.  The  navy  of  Great  Britain,  too,  is  a 
naval  school — a  most  excellent  school;  still 
Great  Britain  has  a  naval  academy.  The  navy 
of  France,  too,  is  a  nav^  sdiooL  not  so  good, 
perhaps,  as  the  British  or  the  American,  but 
still  a  school ;  jet  France  has  a  naval  academy. 
These  older  and  more  experienced  ooantries 
have  found  it  of  great  use,  as  no  donbt  wo 
sboold,  to  connect  the  prefwratory  institation 
of  an  academy  with  the  subsequent  and  per- 
fecting disciplme  of  the  Navy.  The  expense  of 
the  institution  will  he  something,  it  is  true ; 
but  nothing  to  be  folt  as  a  burthen  on  the 
finances  of  the  country;  nothing  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  benefit  of  the  results  to  be  an- 
ticipated f^om  the  institution.  Still,  I  am 
aware  that  the  expediency  mast  de|>end,  more 
or  less,  upon  the  plan  itself  of  the  mstitution. 
That  a  plan  may  do  devised  that  will  make  it 
expedient  for  the  conntoy,  I  have  no  doubt: 
that  a  plan  mar  be  devised  that  will  make  it 
the  most  nsefnl  of  all  our  institations,  I  have 
no  donbt — not  only  to  Its  direct  ofl^  on 
the  Navy  itself,  bat  by  its  collateral  effect  in 
practically  illostraling  the  hifinite  effect  of 
odacation,  when  oondaoted  on  Its  proper  prin- 
ciples. 

I  take  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  surest  one 
other  consideration,  which,  however  visionary 
it  may  appear  to  others,  has  weight  with  me, 
and  constituted  one  source  of  my  anxiety  for 
this  establishment.  The  day,  I  think,  is  coming 
— I  Iiope  it  is  a  distant  day — ^when  the  United 
States  will  be  obliged  to  dispute  for  the  su- 
premacy of  the  ocean.  It  is  evident  that  the 
statesmen  of  Cheat  Britain  are  looking  forward, 
u\d  not  without  anxiety  to  the  possibility, 
nay,  to  the  probability  oi  such  a  contest  and 
with  us.  Desperate,  desperate  indeed,  will  be 
the  battles  in  which  that  question  wiU  be  de- 
cided. Not  like  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  where  the  combatants  were 
unequal ;  they  will  be  battles  in  which  Greek 
will  meet  Greek ;  battles,  in  which  the  whole 
resources  of  valor  and  of  discipline,  of  genius 
and  of  science,  will,  on  both  sides,  be  displayed 
and  exhausted;  battles,  that  will  resound 
through  history  in  all  fatnro  time.  It  is 
evident,  I  say,  that  Great  Britain  is  looking 
forward  to  that  important  day ;  that  she  con- 
siders the  United  States  as  the  only  power 
ever  likely  to  dispute  with  her  the  empire  of 
the  seas ;  that  if  that  sceptre  whieh  abe  now 
holds,  and  has  held  so  long,  is  ever  to  be 
wrested  from  her  grasp,  the  United  States  are 
to  wrest  it.  In  these  opinions  of  hers,  are  to 
he  foond  the  tme  secret  oi  those  onnmerdal 
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regulations  of  which  we  so  much  complafat— 
regulations  in  which  her  commercial  interest 
seem  as  little  consulted  as  our  own.  The  ob< 
ject  of  them  is  not  commerce,  but  policy ;  the 
object  is  to  retard  the  growth  of  our  commer- 
cial marine ;  to  put  off,  and,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent, the  eril  day  which  she  apprehends  may 
come.  I  called  it  a  secret,  but  it  is  no  secret 
This  object  has  been  most  distinctiy  avowed 
by  one  of  her  most  leading  statesmen,  in  fak- 
ing of  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  her  naviga- 
tion laws :  I  allude  to  the  speech  of  Ur.  Huskis* 
son,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  fai 
May  last.  He  says:  "The  House  is  aware 
that  our  navigation  laws  have  a  twooMd  ob- 
ject ;  first,  to  create  and  maintidn  in  this  coun- 
try a  great  commercial  marine ;  and,  seoondlj^ 
an  object,  not  less  important  in  the  eyes  of 
statesmen,  to  prevent  any  one  other  nation 
from  engrossing  too  large  a  portion  of  the  na'ri- 
gation  of  the  rest  of  the  world."  Hence  we  see 
why  other  commercial,  bnt  minor  States,  have 
commercial  arrangements  made  with  them,  and 
favorable  to  them,  which  are  refused  to  the 
United  States.  Of  the  growth  of  the  commer- 
cial marine  of  those  States,  she  is  not  Jealona ; 
she  has  no  occasion  to  he ;  but  of  the  growth 
of  the  cpmmerdal  marine  of  the  United  States, 
she  is  Jealous,  and  would  gladly  restrain  that 
growth.  She  sees  in  the  infant  Navy  of  the 
united  States,  a  young  giant,  and  anticipates 
with  ahvm,  its  growing  strength.  Now,  as 
she  is  looking  to  the  ftitnre,  and  acting  with 
reference  to  the  ftature,  as  regards  the  United 
States,  ought  not  the  United  States  to  be  equally 

Erovident  of  the  future,  as  regards  Great 
Iritiunf  EqoaUy  attentive  to  all  the  means 
which  may  l>est  qualify  them  to  meet  the  de* 
mands  of  that  future  ?  Let  prudence  make  the 
reply.  Bat,  however  visionary  this  speculation 
may  be  in  me — however  little  consideration  it 
may  receive,  or  he  entitled  to  receive,  from 
others — still,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  other 
grounds  on  which  the  adtmUou  of  this  measure 
has  been  urged,  will  not  be  deemed  vMmary, 
nor  insQffioIent  to  proonre  for  it  the  approl»- 
tion  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CnANDLKK  said,  that  the  bill  reminded 
him  of  the  Alkoran ;  he  believed  that  nearly 
every  chapter  in  it  b^un  somehow  in  this  way 
— God  is  great,  or  God  is  good ;  and  almost 
every  section  of  this  bill  begins  with  "the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  b&  and  he 
is  hereby,  auUiorized."  And,  if  he  understood 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  leave  so  much  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  I^^dent,  because  the  committee 
could  not  agree  how  one  thing  should  he  done, 
or  where  the  other  should  be  done ;  and  that 
the  committee  did  not  believe  tiiat  the  Senate 
would  be  more  Ukely  to  agree  than  the  com- 
mittee. This  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  QSr. 
O.)  that  i2ie  WL  was  not  suffielently  undw- 
stood,  and  that  it  embraced  such  important 
principles,  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  under- 
stood during  the  few  remaning  di^  of  tfaa 
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■esaion.  As  there  was  so  much  other  impor- 
tant bunDCSB  which  most  be  acted  upon,  he, 
therefore,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Hr.  SiLBBEB  observed,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  had,  in  his  romarka  upon 
dry-docka,  aaid,  that,  in  heaving  vessels  down 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing,  gnat  mtuy  was 
done.  Ha  had  often  been  led  to  obsttre  this 
fact.  It  was  the  otutom  in  building  ships,  to 

Sat  salt  between  the  timbers.  In  heaving 
own,  the  aalt  often  became  injured  bv  being 
wet,  and  the  seams  were  impaired.  This  was 
s  continual  source  ot  injury,  as  every  ship  mast, 
after  renuuning  any  time  in  port,  be  hove  out 
before  going  to  sea,  first  on  one  side,  and  then 
on  the  other.  The  stnun,  in  doing  tills,  was 
very  great ;  and  it  was  impossible,  in  most  in- 
stances, to  do  it  in  the  Winter.  He  had  heard 
many  naval  architects  say,  that  they  woold  not 
take  the  resjionsibilities  upon  themselves  of 
heaving  out  a  ship  in  the  Winter.  In  Kew 
England,  this  custom  has  been  abandoned, 
rince  the  erection  of  rulways,  and  so  great  was 
tiie  employment  for  those  establishmenti^  and 
auoli  their  advantage,  that  ships  were  often  de- 
layed a  month  for  their  chance  in  the  ndlway ; 
and  it  was  also  in 'contemplation  to  establish 
dry-docks.  If  a  ship  was  now  ordered  to  go  to 
sea,  it  would  be  necessary  to  examine  her,  and 
make  repairs.  To  do  this  by  the  former  pro- 
cess much  time  must  be  taken  up,  beside  tlie 
danger  incurred  in  the  process ;  while  a  vessel 
ooiild  be  taken  on,  examined,  and  discharged, 
from  a  dock,  in  a  few  days,  without  the  slightest 
risk  or  injury.  He  was  therefore  very  desirous 
that  this  portion  of  the  bill  should  be  retained. 

Kr.  Sinrn,  of  Uaryland,  said,  he  hod  never 
heard  a  dearer  elucidation  of  a  bill,*  than  had 
been  mode  by  the  Ghainnan  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  nor  did  ho  think  a  bill  had  ever  been 
drawn  in  a  more  able  or  more  eorefol  manner. 
Every  proririon  had  been  w^hod  with  judg- 
ment, and  he  gave  his  entire  comcidenco  in  the 
measure.  If  he  understood  the  design  of  tliis 
bill,  it  was  the  outline  of  naval  improvement, 
which  was  hereafter  to  be  filled  up  by  Congress, 
as  necessity  required,  or  as  should  be  thought 
fit.  It  took  up  certain  great  objects,  and  com- 
menced a  plan  by  which  they  were  to  be  at- 
tained. The  first  provision  in  the  hill  was  one 
of  very  great  importance — the  accumulation  of 
timber.  We  have  now  in  store,  timber  for  the 
erection  of  a  certain  number  of  ships  of  the 
line.  But  when  tiiat  is  exhausted,  what  was 
then  to  be  donet  And  suppose  another  war 
■botdd  overtake  us:  sappose  Great  Britun 
should  flgiun  imi»«Ba  our  seamen  ?  We  cannot 
ihnt  up  our  ports  as  a  means  of  defence,  unless 
we  wish  to  starve  our  merchants;  but  must 
meet  them  with  unequal  force.  But  i^  by 
Moaroulating  timber  and  other  materials,  wo 

Son  and  build  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  retain- 
S  the  means  to  increase  our  navy  as  necessity 
may  require,  we  might  then  defy  our  enemies : 
we  migtit  say  to  England  and  France,  thus  far 
yon  may  go,  but  no  farther.   If  EngUind  in- 
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vaded  us,  we  might  throw  into  the  scale  the 
trade  of  France;  or,  if  France  invaded,  the 
trade  of  England ;  and  thus  keep  up  the  equi- 
librium of  prosperity.  Timber  was  an  essential 
article  for  the  increase  of  the  navy ;  because 
without  proper  care  and  management,  it  be- 
came unsound,  or  so  far  exhausted  as  to  make 
it  ^ffioult  to  obtun  a  supply.  Of  copper,  ho 
thought  there  was  no  need  of  mi^dng  pro- 
vision, as  this  country  produced  it  in  sumoient 
quantities  for  any  eme^enc^.  If  cordage  was 
stored  for  future  use,  it  would  be  lost  by  decay. 
Besides,  there  was  never  a  scarcity  of  that  arti- 
cle. So  that  he  considered  it  advisable  to  pass 
the  bill  as  it  stood,  and  moke  any  additions 
hereafter,  as  they  might  be  suggested  by  expe- 
rience. The  subject  of  dry-docks  had  been  so' 
well  and  so  fully  treated  by  the  gentlemen  &om 
South  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  that  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  add  any  thing  in 
relation  to  it.  He  should  only  say,  that  although 
he  was  not  fond  of  referring  decisions  to  ue 
Executive,  under  all  oiroumstances,  he  could 
not  but  think  that  the  committee  had  taken  a 
wise  course  in  this  case.  Hod  the  loeotitHi 
been  left  to  Congress,  it  might  have  brought 
on  A  debate,  which  might  have  lost  the  bill. 
He  remembered  on  instance  of  a  debate  which 
took  place  npon  the  location  of  a  fortification. 
Every  member  had  a  favorite  site,  which  was, 
in  his  opinion,  better  than  any  other ;  and  it 
was  finally  found  to  be  necessary  to  leave  the 
location  to  the  President.  This  was  a  polite 
manner  of  commanding  the  President  to  make 
the  location,  and  it  was,  in  fact,  putting  no  in- 
dividual discretion  into  his  hands.  Uo  would 
do  it  with  the  advice  of  experienced  officers, 
well  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and  would 
also  apply  to  the  Navy  Board,.  80  tliat,  up<»i 
the  wnole,  it  was  better  to  leave  it  to  the  Ex- 
ecntive,  than  to  be  debated  for  in  Congress. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Kaval  Academy,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Uidne  appeared  to  think  it  useless 
as  all  the  education  required  could  be  obtained 
on  board  ship.  Kr.  S.  believed  the  officers 
would  find  but  poor  education  tiicro.  There 
were  many  reasons  why  an  academy  was  as 
much  required  to  be  attached  to  our  Navy  as 
to  our  army.  Our  army  fight  at  home  and  do 
not  need  that  thorough  acquaintance  with  many 
branches  of  study,  that  is  required  by  navd 
officers.  Our  Navy,  on  the  other  hand,  visit 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
the  officers  should  be  aoqnainted.  not  tmly  with 
navigation,  but  with  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  The  fanner  has  become  common 
in  this,  and  in  every  (dvilized  country.  The 
latter  was  fust  bcc(»ning  so:  and  considering 
the  interconrse  which  existed,  and  was  fast  in- 
creasing, between  this  country  and  the  South 
American  Republics,  was  highly  important, 
and  necessary  to  finish  tlio  education  of  naval 
officer.  There  were  other  branches  of  learning 
still  more  essential,  and  which  could  not  often 
bo  mastered  on  board.  He  had  known  many 
midshipmen  of  talents,  who  bad  Ba*ved  seven 
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jears,  who  lincl  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
tactics,  and  wero  in  everj  respect  promising 
Toung  men,  who  could  not  pass  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  want  of  sufficient  knowledge  of 
astronomy  and  mathemntics.  Their  situation 
alone  and  the  abseaco  of  the  iacilities,  prevent- 
ed them  from  attaining  the  necessary  qnallfica- 
tions.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  midship- 
men should  be  able  to  obtain  all  their  knom- 
edge  of  navigation,  in  a  schooL  But  Spanish, 
Fhint^  mataematics,  and  astronomy,  they 
could  attain  there;  and  they  would  thus  bo 
enabled,  when  they  were  abroad,  to  appear  in 
any  society,  to  the  credit  of  themselves  aaH 
their  country.  A  sufficient  knowledge  of  these 
branches  could  be  obtained  in  two  or  three 
years,  and  thoy  then  would  commence  their 
career  at  sea,  and  Snish  their  education  by 
learning  the  management  of  a  ship,  her  guns, 
&c.  ^  the  midshipmen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  could  not  rise  by  fiivor,  it  was 
plain  that  they  must  have  merit  to  obtain  pro- 
motion. As  it  was  at  present,  they  could  not 
be  promoted  until  after  mne  years'  service;  and 
they  surely  ouglit  to  haTe  ©veiy  facility  to  en- 
able t^em  to  rise  after  that  period^  if  they  bad 
merit  to  entitle  them  to  advancement.  To 
brin^  forward  yoang  officers  enUtled  by  their 
qualities  to  distinction,  this  school  would  havo 
an  admirable  effect,  and,  in  every  %iew,  it  ap- 
penrcd  to  him  as  promising  the  most  beneficial 
influence  in  advancing  the  character,  and  in- 
creasing the  confidence  of  the  people,  in  the 
right  arm  of  our  defences,  and  in  adding  to  the 
composure  and  security  with  which  this  coun- 
try would  meet  a  future  war,  which,  although 
now  apparently  for  off,  might,  at  some  future 
period,  visit  us.  Should  such  a  time  arrive, 
the  chi^  means  of  rq>eUtng  invasion  would  be 
fbnnd  to  exist  in  onr  maritime  armaments; 
and  then  tlie  nation  would  Lave  cause  to  re- 
joice at  the  timely  prudence  that  had  strength- 
ened .the  sinews  and  enlarged  tJie  growth  of 
our  gallant  Navy. 

Mr.  NoBLB  said,  for  his  own  part,  he  looked 
with  a  favorable  eye  upon  this  bill;  not  be- 
cause he  was  to  reap  any  pecniiar  advantages 
from  it,  but  because  the  wise  people  of  the  pres- 
ent generation  were  now  returning,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  it,  to  the  good  old-fashioned  John 
Adams  system  of  national  defence.  He  would 
not  now  stop  to  inquire  who  liad  formerly  cast 
6o  much  reproach  and  ridicule  npon  it;  nor 
would  he  say  what  fanoifbl  gunboat  systems 
had  intervened.  Let  them  all  pass — they  were 
on|y  worth  rcmembcriDK  for  the  sake  of  the 
lesson  that  was  to  be  learnt  from  them.  In 
going  back  to  former  times,  he  might  have 
asked  what  new  terror  had  made  gentlemen , 
afraid  to  trust  the  President  ?  Afraid  to  trust ; 
tho  President — ^to  do  whatl  "Why,  to  do  what 
belongs  to  his  duty — to  consult  the  officers 
about  him,  upon  subjects  which  come  directly 
under  their  observation,  and  moke  a  decision 
frvm  the  advice  he  may  obtain  I  He  did  not 
lee  what  this  fear  could  arise  from,  and  it  was 
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a  now  subject  of  apprehension.  I  am  glad- 
[said  Mr.  N.  in  conclusion]  that  our  statesmen 
nave  at  last  come  back  to  the  naval  policy  of 
John  Adams,  notwithstanding  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  traduced ;  and  now  they  had 
done  so,  he  hoped  they  would  sUck  to  it :  for 
wisdom  late  found,  was  better  than  none.  He 
r^olced  to  see  men  of  intelligence  come  out  ia 
support  of  the  Kavy,  which  he  looked  nptm 
as  tne  right  arm  of  the  country.  He  hoped  its 
interests  and  welfare  would  be  attended  to, 
steadily,  and  permanently;  and  then,  if  war 
came,  the  country  would  know  where  to  look 
for  defence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said  be  could 
not  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  bill  at  this  time, 
lie  wished  to  have  that  portion  relating  to  a 
Naval  Academy  struck  out.  The  subject  to 
him  was  a  new  one,  and  it  would  be  attended 
with  expense,  of  the  extent  of  which  they  were 
not  yet  aware.  He  thought  the  Senate  should 
have  more  information  on  this  subject  before  it 
acted.  If  this  portion  was  stricken  out,  and 
time  alloved  to  invesl^^  the  salject,  he 
would  vote  for  the  bilL  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  and  llth, 
sections. 

Mr.  Ha.txe  said  that  he  would  give  bis  col- 
league all  the  information  in  his  power  on  the 
subject.  The  proposition  in  relation  to  a  Naval 
School,  was  not  a  now  one.  It  had  been  acted 
upon  during  the  last  session,  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  the  session  beforo, 
and  had  also  been  most  fully  discussed.  As  to 
the  expense,  information  was  last  year  request- 
ed of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  who  had 
given  an  estimate,  which  it  was  supposed  was 
OS  accurate  as  any  computation  npon  the  snb- 
-  ject  could  be  mode.  That  estimate  gave,  as  the 
probable  cost  of  the  establishment  of  the  school, 
80,000  dollars.  The  permanent  expense  of  the 
establishment  was  computed  at  a  mndi  smaller 
sum  than  that  required  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Academy.  Many  of  the  professors  of 
the  naval  school,  it  was  proposed  to  select  from 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  already  in  the  pay  of 
the  Government ;  so  that  the  cha]^  for  pro- 
fessorships would  be  comparatively  small.  The 
pupils  were  not  expected  to  be  as  numerous  as 
those  at  tiie  Military  Academy ;  and  it  was  also 
to  be  taken  into  con«deration  that  the  sloop  of 
war  to  be  attached  to  tho  school,  was  not  to  be 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  hut  was 
to  be  one  stationed  on  the  coast,  on  actual  ser- 
vice ;  consequently,  the  midshipmen  and  offi- 
cers, while  employed  on  board,  would  take  the 
phice  of  others,  and  thus  he  no  extra  expense, 
as  the  same  number  of  officers  must  be  em- 
ployed, whether  there  was  a  school  or  not. 
On  the  whole,  ho  thought  the  annual  expense 
of  the  academy  would  not  ^  beyond  a  few 
thousand  dollars.  He  had  said  thus  much  for 
tho  information  of  his  colleague.  If,  after  all, 
he  should  not  he  satisfied,  Mr.  H.  could  only 
say  that  be  should  regret  it. 

Mr.  U.  farther  observed,  that  it  was  not  snp- 
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posed  tiiat  the  sehool  vonld  be,  hy  any  means, 
an  ezpensiTe  (me. 

The  qtwstion  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Siimi 
vaa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negatiTe, 
19  to  31. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  South  Oarolina,  said  he  was 
not  now  prepared  to  pass  a  bill  bo  important 
as  this,  without  a  ftiU  investigation  of  its  merits. 
He  not  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
during  the  sessions  in  whidi  this  providon  had 
been  discnssed.  He  was,  therefore,  nnac- 
qoaintcd  with  the  groonds  which  had  been 
taken  for  and  against  it  He  had  listened  to 
the  eloqnent  remarks  of  his  colleague  this 
morning;  bot^  in  ddng  that,  he  hai  heard 
M1I7  one  ride  of  tiie  qoestlMi.  As  this  was 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  he  did  not  think  a 
Karol  Aoademy  immediatelj  neceasarj.  At 
all  events,  he  inshed  time  to  consider  the  Bni>- 
ject,  and  express  his  opinion  upon  it.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  to  laj  the  bill  upon  the 
table  until  to-morrow,  but  waived  his  motion 
at  the  request  of  his  colleague. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  1>otween 
Uessrs.  Hatite,  Johnson  of  Sen.,  and  Holubs  ; 
when  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  having  re- 
newed the  motion  made  by  Ur.  Smit^  (HT  South 
Oarolina^the  bill  was  ordered  to  lb  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 


I!bidat,  Febmary  16. 
JfoBOl  Aeademj/, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  nrtflnished  business 
of  yesterday,  which  was  the  oonsideratiou  of 
the  bill  for  the  Gradual  Improvement  of  the 
Kavy. 

Mr.  Sum,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  7th,  8th,  9tb,  and  10th  sections, 

Sroviding  for  the  erection  and  Kovemment  of  a 
[aval  Academy.  He  had  the  hontir  yesterday 
to  offer  some  objections  to  this  feature  of  the 
bill,  as  worthy  more  mature  consideration,  for 
which  he  had  wished  it  to  lay  over  for  a  sepa- 
rate investigation.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  bill ;  bnt  agr<»d  entirely  in 
the  viewa  entotiuned  1^  the  Naval  Committer 
of  the  importance  of  preserving  a  store  of  live 
oak  timber  for  future  use,  providing  thereby  a 
permanent  stock,  to  l>e  kept  until  <^ed  for  by 
fkitnre  exigency.  This  object  had  been  thought 
of  formerly,  and  acts  passed  upon  it.  Whether 
the  object  had  been  fully  attuned,  was  very 
donbtftti  at  any  rate,  he  saw  no  ol^eotion  to  the 
psssago  of  the  present  bill,  so  far  as  this  object 
was  contemplated.  Nor  did  he  find  any  objec- 
tion to  the  plan  which  hod  been  promulgated, 
in  relation  to  dry-docks.  He  hod  betlev^,  be- 
fore he  heard  the  able  argament  in  their  favor, 
of  his  colleague,  that  they  were,  if  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  at  least  very  nseftil:  and  that, 
bendes  the  serrioes  to  be  expected  from  them, 
ih«y  prmnised  in  the  end,  to  lessen  the  expen- 
diture of  the  Govemmrat  for  the  repair  of 
shins.  Thus  far;  he  went  with  the  oomndttee 
and  tlidr  bilL  Bnt  hsre  he  nnut  etiop,  Hsefiil 


as  he  betieved  these  provisions,  he  should  not, 
on  principle,  vote  for  the  bill,  if  the  m^eot 
<^  a  Naral  Aoademv  were  to  be  retatnea.  To 
this  project  he  had  uie  most  insuperable  objeo- 
tioDB,  founded,  not  only  on  theoretical  Bpecnlfr* 
tions,  but  upon  practical  experience.  It  was 
true,  that  his  coUeagne  had  said  that  the  sub- 
ject was  discussed,  and  its  merits  settled  in  the 
Senate  last  year ;  but  to  Mr.  S.  this  was  no  ar- 
gument for  letting  it  pass  at  this  time.  He 
was  not  present  liet  year,  and  consequently  the 
discussion  was  lost  to  him.  If  others  had  been 
oonvioced,  he  also  required  to  be,  l>efore  he 
could  give  his  sanction  to  this  contemplated  in- 
stitntiw.  What  he  had  heard  yesterday,  from 
his  otdlet^iae,  did  not  tt  all  satisfr  him,  and  be 
oonld  not  subsoribe  to  tixe  doctrines  that  gen- 
tiemon  then  advanced,  or  the  effeets  anticipated 
by  him.  There  was  olrea^  a  Military  Acade- 
my in  this  oonntry ;  and  as  the  plan  lud  down 
for  the  imitation  of  Government,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Naval  Academy,  was  drawn  from 
the  institution  at  West  Point,  he  thought  it 
would  be  but  fur  to  deduce  from  the  condition 
and  effects  of  thi*  already  established,  the 
measure  of  good  or  evil  to  be  attained  or  fear- 
ed by  the  erection  of  the  institntion  projected. 
Whatever  good  tendency  the  Military  Academy 
might  have  had  upon,  our  military  character,  or 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Army,  he  believed 
there  were  many  very  sensible  men  who  felt  as 
mnoh  anxiety  for  the  defence  of  the  country  as 
could  be  frit  by  any  patriotic  mind,  yet  who 
thought  this  military  system  carried  too  i!^. 
He  believed^  in  1802,  the  number  of  students 
at  West  Point  was  only  ten,  and  it  was  then 
the  sole  object  of  the  institntion  to  rear  En- 
gineers for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  vast 
country  which  we  possess,  and  to  elevate  our 
Army  in  this  peculiar  brandi  of  the  science  of 
war  to  a  levd  with  those  of  other  countries. 
But  the  diaracter  of  this  institution  changed  as 
it  advanced,  by  the  operation  of  various  cir- 
cumstances, until,  at  length,  wo  find  it  at  the 
present  moment,  containing  upwards  of  200 
students.  He  had  thought  that  one  of  the  laws 
relating  to  this  Academy,  bad  limited  the  num- 
ber of  cadets  to  260 ;  but,  on  reference  hebof^ 
had  to  tiie  Attom^-GeneraL  he  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  2Q0  to  which  the  ntimbcr  was 
limited,  were  in  addition  to  the  tm  admitted 
by  the  law  of  1802.  Thus  the  number  had  risen 
to  260.  And,  to  him,  it  appeared  that  this 
was  carrying  the  military  establishment  too  for. 
Did  the  United  States  want,  as  Engineers,  nil 
the  men  who  would  thus  obtain  military  edu- 
cations? Certainly  not.  Were  they  wanted 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  army  ?  The  army  is  now 
overflowing.  What  then  was  the  necessity  for 
such  an  overflow  of  military  education}  He 
was  not  one  who  wocdd  wish  to  stint  the  coun- 
try in  the  .means  of  defence ;  nor  was  ho  one 
who  wished  a  military  i^rit  to  become  too 
general.  Bnt  for  every  nsefbl  military  purpose 
he  looked  upon  the  vast  expenditure  to  which 
the  oonntry  wos  suljeotea  by  the  Military 
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Academy,  as,  in  ft  great  meBsare,  a  nselua 
voste.  The  qnestion  which  snggeeted  itself  to 
hla  mind,  was,  whether  all  this  edncation  would 
make  men  victorioiu  Grenerals ;  whether  they 
could  serve  their  conntrj  with  a  better  chance 
of  success  f  And  to  what  but  experience  and 
facta  conld  the  question  be  referred  ?  If  we  go 
back  to  history,  we  shall  find  martial  feats 
achieved  with  as  much  gallantry  and  as  oom- 
plete  success,  as  in  modem  times,  with  the  ex- 
ception perhaps,  of  a  single  instance.  The  &me 
of  Julius  Cffisar,  and  his  victories,  were  in  the 
mouth  of  every  one.  Tet  Julius  Casar  was 
not  reared  ap  in  a  Military  Academy.  He  was 
a  Roman  lawyer,  knowing  in  hia  ear\j  lifb  no 
more  of  military  edaoation,  than  did  any  other 
civilian  of  that  city— but  hia  batdes  hare  been 
looked  upon  as  eihibiting  consummate  bUD,  aa 
well  as  uncommon  valor.  But  to  come  down 
to  modem  times,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  had 
seldom  been  equalled  in  his  day  for  bravery 
and  success ;  yet  he  was  not  educated  in  a  Mil- 
itary Academy ;  nor  was  the  Maid  of  Orleans, 
whose  acts  have  excited  wonder  and  admira- 
tion, acquainted  with  the  rules  of  scientific 
warfare ;  but  whether  by  witchcraft  or  valor, 
she  contrived  to  overthrow  the  armies  of  Eng- 
land, lieaded  by  learned  and  experienced  lead- 
ers. In  our  own  times,  even  in  our  late  war, 
where  w^  car  mo^  sueeeeaftal  generala  edu- 
cated f  Vhere  did  Generals  Brown,  Miller, 
and  Scott,  or  where  did  Colonel  Towson  obtain 
their  education  ?  Not  in  a  Military  Academy. 
They  were  taught  in  the  field ;  and  their  talents 
and  bravery  pointed  out  the  way  to  victory, 
better  than  any  education  they  oould  have  re- 
ceived. Without  education,  wey  displayed  as 
much  gallantry  aa  was  ever  displayed  in  any 
age.  Mr.  S.  believed  the  acts  of  Towson  and 
Miller  had  seldom,  if  ever,  been  excelled.  He 
would  ask  the  gentleman  on  his  left,  (General 
HABRisoy,) — he  was  not  informed  where  he  was 
reared ;  but  certainly  not  in  a  Military  Acad- 
emy— ^whether,  in  the  actiona  in  which  he  was 
BO  Buocttsfully  engaged,  he  found  the  absence 
of  education  any  drawback  mxm  bravery,  or 
auy  bar  to  success  ?  (He  Mr.  S.)  was  not  a  mil- 
itary man,  and  tacticians  might  say  that  he  was 
arguing  against  the  acknowledged  lights  of  sci- 
ence. But  give  me  a  brave  man  for  the  deeds 
of  war,  and  I  care  little  about  his  acquirements. 
Proofe  were  before  their  eyes  every  day,  to 
^ow  that  military  talent  would  unfold  itself, 
whenever  on  opportunity  ofi'ered,  without  estab- 
lishing ourseries  for  its  cultivation.  Who  has 
behaved  more  gallantly,  or  fought  more  suc- 
cessfully than  General  Jackson !  And  was  he 
brought  Qp  in  a  Military  Academy?  No.  He 
was  bred  to  the  law,  and  sat  upon  the  bench ; 
and  had  gone  no  fiu^er  than  to  be  a  General 
of  militia,  until  the  late  war.  Tet,  his  aohieve- 
ments  were  equal  to  Qum  of  any  general,  in 
any  age,  and  bad  added  much  to  the  glory  of 
our  eonntry.  These  men^  whose  names  he  had 
mentioned^  were  accomphshed  gentlemen,  their 
mannera  were  pdisheu;  bnt  they  were  not 


learned  at  sn  Academy.  Th^  had  raised  the 
renown-of  our  country  to  an  equality  with  that 
of  the  most  heroic  nation ;  yet  tliey  owed  Httle 
or  nothing  to  education.  What,  then,  was  the 
necessity  of  an  Academy  to  teach  engineering 
when  such  men.  could  be  produced  without  it? 
Mr.  8.  said  he  had  before  him  half  a  sheet  of 
paper  filled  with  a  list  of  the  studies  attended 
to  at  West  Point,  taken  from  an  able  report 
Qpon  the  subject.  (He  here  read  them.)  There 
were  certainly  many  among  them  which  would 
as  welt  have  suited  any  other  course  of  educa- 
tion as  military.  He  had  asked  yesterday  what 
would  be  the  probaUe  cost  of  the  projected 
Naval  Academy ;  and  he  hod  been  infonned  by 
hia  cdleagne  that  80,000  ddlara  would  probably 
cover  an  expenses.  Bnt  this  did  not  indum 
any  thing  ftirther  than  the  erecticm  of  the  build- 
ing, Contingent  expenses  and  current  ex* 
penditnreB  were  not  token  into  consideration. 
The  annual  expenditure  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy was  80,000  dollars ;  the  pay  of  the  cadets 
amounted  to  48,000  dollars — ^he  believed  it  was 
nineteen  dollars  monthly  pay.  But  it  was 
worth  while  to  ask  who  goes  to  this  iqstitu- 
tion?  And  this  was  a  delicate  question,  he 
would  allow,  because  the  truth  was  perhaps  the 
most  disagreeable  thing  that  could  be  said. 
The  sons  of  Members  of  Congress  were  the  can- 
didates, and  in  some  instances,  three  or  four 
were  sent  in  suoces^on.  The  sons  of  the  SnAg- 
03  were  also  educated  at  the  IGlitary  Academy. 
All  men  in  power  could  educate  th«r  dtildren 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  It  was  {m- 
possiblo  that  it  should  be  otherwise,  when  it 
was  only  through  Congress  that  the  ptiblio 
ooidd  q)nroach  the  institution.  The  members 
record  their  cadets,  and  it  is  then  left  to  the 
Department.  The  members  record,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  their  own  sons  or  those  of  their 
friends.  A  few  wealthy  men  wished  to  have 
their  sons  educated :  they  brought  them  up  to 
the  age  of  14,  with  a  common  education,  and 
then  they  are  educated  and  entertained  for  five 
years  at  the  public  expense.  About  60  left  the 
Academy  every  year,  and  occasioned  that  num- 
ber of  vacancies  to  be  contested  ftx  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  others.  Was  this  con- 
sistent with  the  first  object  of  the  institution  t 
This  qrstem  did  not  point  out  the  advancement 
of  yout^  who  had  ^ven  proofs  of  merit — ^but 
according  to  the  influence  and  standing  of  those 
who  recommend  them.  You  educate  a  mass  of 
young  men,  and  who  from  among  them  goes 
into  the  Army?  Now  and  then  one.  One^ 
perhaps,  out  of  twenty.  And  it  was  of  some 
importance  to  know  whether  there  oould  be 
no  change  of  this  system  ?  Whether  membera 
of  Congress  were  ^ways  to  be  called  upon  to 
support  institutions  in  which  they  alone,  or 
nearly  so,  were  interested  t  Whether  there 
should  still  be  set  befivd  them  ihh  severs 
trial  between  their  duties  and  their  interests  t 
I  say,  said  JSr.  S.,  you  cannot  resist  this  sys- 
tem. Kesistance  has  been  set  up  against  it, 
bnt  has  nnirersally  been  voted  down;  and  in- 
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stead  of  taking  the  sons  of  soldiers,  who  died 
in  batUe,  and  who  thus  have  a  collateral  claim 
to  &e  gratitude  of  the  couotrT.  the  -  sons  of 
members  of  Congress,  officers  of  the  Govem- 
meal^  and  other  great  men  of  the  miUon,  seem 
alone  to  be  entitled  to  entrance  at  the  Acad- 
emy. The  privilege  of  admission  had  become 
one  of  the  inBtroments  of  Congressional  influ- 
ence, and  hj  that  alone  would  they  be  de<nded. 
As  to  the  real  utility  of  the  establishment  its 
advocates  udghL  he  thou^t,  be  isdiioea  to 
abate  some  of  their  admirmon,  when  it  was 
known  that  many  of  the  atadents,  on  their  re- 
tkonait  from  the  institntiDii,  never  thought  of 
going  into  tiie  army.  Hanj  went  into  the  pro- 
xeaaitHi  of  the  law,  and  other  pursaits,  for  which 
the  country  need  not  have  ezpendea  its  funds. 
If^  then,  the  students  educated  at  the  Academy 
were  in  no  way  bound  to  serve  the  oonntry,  to 
which  they  had  been  indebted  for  a  good  edu- 
cation; orif  they  were  not  wanted  in  the  army, 
and  therefore  allowed  to  follow  any  other 
course  of  life  that  might  suit  them,  why  was 
the  establishment  nmnUuned  in  its  present  ex- 
tent! Why  carry  military  education  beyond 
the  necessity  for  its  application,  unless  it  was 
intended  to  make  our  citizena  all  soldiers  f  He 
■hoald  not  inguire  wlut  effect  the  edueatioik  of 
five  additional  cadets  would  have  hereafter  on 
the  Government,  It  was^owever,  a  snl^ect 
worthy  of  oon^eration.  He  would  now  come 
to  the  Naval  Academy,  which  he  considered 
BO  nearly  of  the  same  character  as  to  be  readily 
compared  with  the  Military  Academy,  upon 
which  he  had  detained  the  Senate  so  long,  from 
the  conviction  that  a  statement  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  one  would  apUy  describe  that  of  the 
other.  He  had  made  some  littie  research  since 
this  plan  had  first  come  under  his  olwervation ; 
but  he  had  not  been  informed  that  such  an  es- 
tablishment existed  in  any  other  country,  from 
whom  we  were  often  fond  of  borrowing,  and 
who  hdd  ont  to  this  country,  in  many  impcniant 
points,  the  light  of  experience.  He  believed 
that  no  such  institotikm  existed  as  yet — and  it 
ought  reawmably  be  asked  why  England,  so 
probd  of  her  naval  importance,  and  so  loud 
in  trumpeting  forth  her  naval  superiority, 
bad  never  established  a  Naval  Academy  ?  Or 
why  had  not  France,  which  had  so  often 
Btivve  to  ruse  a  naval  force,  to  defend  herself 
from  her  old  and  habitual  enemy,  never  hit 
upon  the  plan  of  a  Naval  Academy  for  the  per- 
fectiiHi  of  her  officers!  If  he  should  be  in 
error,  in  this  respect— should  it  prove  that 
snch  establie^ments  did  exist  in  England  and 
France — at  least  England  had  produced  naval 
heron  who  owed  none  of  their  advancement 
or  suooess  to  the  education  to  be  obtained  in 
such  an  establishment.  The  celebrated  Lord 
Nelson,  on  whose  name  the  British  people  have 
beitow^  60  much  honor,  was  not  bred  to  the 
profeanon  of  which  he  was  so  bright  an  orna- 
ment; while  playing  on  shore,  he  w^as  put  on 
board  a  ship,  and  there  learned  to  conquer  the 
enemiea  of  nia  coontry.  He  did  not  idle  a.way 


his  time  at  a  Naval  School,  or  amuse  himself 
alternately  at  sea.  He  was  not  acqaiunted 
with  all  the  abstruse  scienoM  which  had  now 
become  requisite  for  a  naval  commander ;  but 
he  knew  wnat  was  by  fiur  most  essential,  the 
science  of  being  victorious.  His  friend  and 
colleague  had  yesterday  praised,  with  much 
eloquence,  the  intelligence  of  our  naval  heroes. 
Bnt  he  (Mr.  6.)  had  thought  that  some  of  our 
most  accomplished  heroes  were  unacquainted 
with  the  fltndiea  ijt  &°  academy.  At  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  onr 
Navy  confflated  of  a  few  diips^  five  only  of 
whi^  were  frigates;  and  it  was  confidenUy 
believed  that  the  British,  with  their  thousand 
ships,  would  blow  this  paltry  force  out  o£  1^ 
water  in  a  month.  Tet,  in  this  smsll  way  W6 
began ;  and  through  the  activity  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  bravery  and  enterprise  of  our 
officers,  and  seamen,  how  different  was  the  r&- 
Bolt  1  The  Navy  went  on  increasing  in  num- 
bers and  in  glory,  and  the  deeds  of  its  com- 
manders shed  a  lustre  over  the  country.  The 
heroes  who  won  the  laurels  in  those  conflicts, 
were  never  excelled  in  all  the  characteristics  of 
heroism.  Where  were  Hull  and  Bainbridge 
raised?  Was  it  in  an  academy  that  tbej 
^ned  their  knowledge  of  dups,  ih«r  'd«mt- 
less  courage,  and  presence  of  ndnd,  or  the  ad- 
dress which  ensured  their  success?  They 
were,  if  he  did  not  mistake,  engaged,  previous 
to  the  war,  in  the  merchants'  service—having 
then  no  Navy  of  any  importance ;  and  we  were 
obliged  to  take  such  men.  Nor  did  they  fall 
short  of  any  more  educated  officers.  Where 
was  Decatur  reared  ?  Not  in  a  Naval  Acade- 
my. His  education  was  obtiuned  at  sea ;  and 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  pursued  a  cor^ 
eair  off  Tripoli,  and  avenged  the  death  of  his 
brother,  in  a  manner  so  neroio,  that  the  deed 
was  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  feats 
of  modem  chivalry.  And  he  would  ask 
whether,  if;  as  had  been  argued  by  his  col- 
league, tiie  Kaval  School  would  polish  the 
manners  of  the  officm,  it  oonld  make  them 
more  occomplitihed  tSutn  were  those  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  mentioned,  or  indeed  than  any 
of  our  naval  commanders?  The  manners  of 
those  officers  were  such,  to  use  the  words  of 
his  colleague,  as  would  "grace  any  drawing 
room."  Have  we  any  reason  to  regret  that 
their  education  was  not  more  perfect;  or  is 
there  any  deficiency  to  be  noticed  in  that  r^ 
spect  in  their  public  services  ?  There  was  not 
one  instance,  in  the  whole  coarse  of  the  war, 
in  which  they  did  not  act  with  the  greatest 
gallantry.  Even  down  to  the  privates,  tiusn 
was  a  devotedness  to  the  service,  and  to  dnty, 
displayed,  which  claimed  the  prnse  and  admi- 
ration of  the  country.  Do  these  fiwrta,  oAA  Mr, 
S.,  aigne  the  necessity  for  a  Naval  Academy  ? 
Onr  naval  officers  have  thus  far  gone  to  sea, 
and  learned  their  duties  there,  where  they 
wore  to  be  performed,  and  not  by  nursing 
themselves  in  idleness  on  shore.  They  could 
do  80  still,  and  it  would  be  better  ttx  the  aer- 
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vice.   They  vera  brought  np  in  the  school  of 

adversity,  and  were  early  tanght,  by  service 
and  danger,  to  scorn  the  hardtihipB  and  defy 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea.  Men,  tutored  in 
titis  manner,  were  ever  at  their  posts ;  and  in 
troubled  times  might  bo  depended  upon.  It 
seemed  that  this  Academy  was  to  make  room 
fur  a  great  many  midshipmen,  in  addition  to 
the  present  number.  And  why  was  this  addi- 
tion to  be  made  t  The  ships  were  already  full. 
Only  a  few  days  since,  he  (Mr.  S.)  a]>p1ied  for 
a  sitnation  in  the  navy  for  a  yonng  man  of  fine 
qualities,  and  was  told  that  there  were  no  va- 
cancies. Uow,  then,  was  it  i^cessary  that  an 
establishment  should  be  made  for  the  education 
of  midshipmen  not  in  employment?  How  was 
it  necessary  to  erect  a  Nav^  Academy  for  the 
instruction  of  young  o£Boers,  when  no  room 
remained  for  them,  as  the  situations  were  all 
filled!  The  United  States  Navy  would  soon 
comprise  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  fifteen 
fligates.  And  where  were  they  ?  They  wore, 
some  of  them,  laid  up,  and  the  reason  given 
for  it  was,  that  there  were  not  officers  enough 
to  man  the  whole  of  our  ships.  He  saw,  him- 
self, a  few  years  since,  two  of  them  covered  up 
at  Boston  to  keep  them  from  the  weather. 
There  was  also  one  in  Philadelphia,  and  one  in 
this  city,  in  the  same  predicament :  the  house 
to  cover  one  of  which  cost  seventy  thonsfmd 
dollars.  And  Congress  appointed  officers  to 
man  those  ships  when  there  was  no  use  for 
them,  and  they  were  allowed  to  spend  tJidr 
time  in  Idleness.  Where  are  your  midship- 
men? They  are  staying  on  furloughs  fh)m 
year's  end  to  year's  end ;  amusing  themselves 
wherever  they  are  inclined  to  go,  without  a 
tliouglit  of  their  duty.  These  were  not  the 
men,  who,  when  called  suddenly  into  action, 
would  do  their  duties  with  good  effect.  No ; 
the  men  who  were  to  be  expected  to  perform 
those  signal  acts  of  skill  and  bravery  for  which 
our  Navy  had  hitherto  been  characterized,  wore 
of  a  different  mould.  They  were  not  those 
who  were  doseted  In  their  studies,  in  learned 
Oflse,  and  there  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
management  of  ^jps.  They  must  m  aUe  to 
dare  and  to  do.  Ijiooit  was  useless  to  them 
without  practice :  and  that  practice  waa  to  be 
had  on  the  ocean  alone.  Mr.  B.  thought  this 
provision  misplaced  in  the  present  hiU.  It 
contemplated  a  new  principle,  and  he  thought 
required  separate  investigation,  and  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  distinct  bill.  He  apprehended  tliat 
the  subject  of  the  Naval  Academy  was  not  ma- 
tured. There  were  many  important  questions 
in  relation  to  it,  yet  to  be  settled.  Who  was 
to  go  there  ?  Where  were  two  hundred  and 
fifty  midshipmen  to  be  chosen,  when  the  ships 
were  already  ftiU?  In  case  of  war,  these  offi- 
cers must  M  withdrawn  ftom  the  Academy. 
Their  re^iiurements,  however,  would  hardly  fit 
them  for  active  service ;  and  it  would  be  found 
that  accomplishments  which  would  fit  men  to 
appear  to  advantage  in  the  courts  of  fVanoe  and 
BpwOf  would  not  be  of  much  value  in  active 
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■ervioe.  If  our  officoa  are  to  prepare  for  anj- 
thing,  it  is  for  war-— and  not  to  become  ambas- 
sadors at  foreign  courts.  Enough  of  them 
could  be  found  in  other  walks.  The  Navy  doea 
not  want  a  host  of  tender  youths,  careAilly 
nursed  and  indulged  in  a  quiet  life;  neither 
did  it  ^tand  in  need  of  a  troop  of  silk-etockuig 
gentry  to  lead  to  battle  our  hardy  seamen,  who 
would  look  with  contempt  upon  trifling  or 
effeminate  leaders.  These  are  not  the  men  to 
add  to  the  victories  already  achieved.  As  to 
the  filling  up  of  the  sdiool,  he  believed  that  it 
would  be  done  in  imitt^ion  of  the  process  in 
gidning  admiscdon  to  West  Point.  Members  of 
CVmgress,  and  their  fiienda;  officers  of  Gov- 
emment,  &e.,  would  be  the  first  on  the  liaL 
Their  fathers  being  great  men  in  the  nation,  it 
would  be  suppose^  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  sons  would  aUo  be  great.  But  this  was 
not  always  the  case.  The  race  of  giants  some- 
times dwindled;  and  the  sons  of  great  and 
wise  men  often  proved  any  thing  but  great  and 
wise.  The  sire  may  bo  a  man  of  talents,  and 
the  son  a  dunce.  Even  the  renowned  Tully, 
whose  eloquence  gained  him  the  admiration  of 
Borne  and  of  the  world,  expended  great  care 
and  expense  in  educating  his  son  Marcus,  who, 
after  all,  turned  out  to  be  a  blockhead.  So  it 
woidd  fi«quently  lumpen.  This  would  fill  the 
institution  with  lads  of  eveir  character:  some 
with  a  disporitifm  fin*  the  business  in  which 
they  were  to  be  engaged,  and  some  oi  a  differ- 
ent character.  The  establishment  would  be 
filled  by  the  sons  of  rich  men.  Every  wealthy 
individual,  who  had  a  cbubby-oheeked  "boy  for 
whom  he  had  as  yet  chosen  no  profeaaioii, 
would  send  him  to  the  Naval  Academy.  The 
genius  of  mra  was  often  discovered  by  cliance; 
and  to  this  the  United  States  was  probably  in- 
debted for  much  of  her  naval  talent.  Perry, 
McBonough,  and  Bodgers,  whose  names  he 
had  not  yet  alluded  to,  were  not  educated  to 
the  profession,  lie  believed  the  latter  had 
been  a  farmer  until  he  was  of  age.  Merit 
promoted  hlra ;  and  as  there  was  no  dlspodUon 
in  this  country,  at  large,  to  elevate  one  man  at 
the  expense  of  another,  tiirongh  an  idea  (rf 
hereditary  superiority,  he  saw  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  merit  would  hereafter  ruse,  in  a 
similar  manner,  men  whose  natural  abilities 
fitted  them  for  any  particular  station ;  and  tliat 
a  sufficient  portion  ol  the  tatent  of  the  nation 
would  be  directed  to  the  cultivation  of  naval 
science.  But  supposing  tliat  the  disposiUon 
and  talent  for  the  profession  were  enable  of 
being  produced  by  an  education  at  a  Naval 
Academy,  there  were  stilt  branches  of  naval 
knowledge  which  could  not  be  attained  in  such 
an  institution.  The  navigation  of  a  ship  could 
never  be  learned  on  shore,  nor  could  a  man  be 
made  a  good  seaman  in  an  Academy.  Much 
had  been  said  of  the  mdden  rise  of  our  naval 
power  during  tiie  last  war ;  and  Just  encomi- 
ums had  been  passed  upon  the  officers  whose 
conduct  had  elevated  its  diaractcr  so  high. 
But  who  gave  the  first  impnlae  to  the  Navy  t 


Natml  Acaiewtf. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATES  OF  CONORBSR 


atr 


FmaMXsABT,  1887.] 

It  was  not  the  Qorenunent :  it  was  not  capa- 
ble of  prodndng  the  eSiscts  whidt  resulted 
from  it.  The  men  who  raised  and  snstained  its 
hiah  oharaoter  were  peenliar  in  bdng  fitted  for 
what  they  performed  Th^  were  not  brought 
up  in  academies;  theT*  were  nursed  on  the 
ocean,  and  ^miliar  with  its  perils.  The  intel- 
ligmce  which  Hxey  possessed,  and  the  pdished 
manners  which  it  is  snpposea  are  attainable  in 
a  school,  were  sained  in  a  continnal  intercourse 
with  the  vorl<C  Go  to  your  wharves,  s^d  "Mr, 
8.,  and  jon  will  f  nd  that  the  sea-o^bdns  in 

four  merchants*  service  are  gentlemen :  the^ 
ave  become  so  hj  constant  associations  wilii 
men  of  varions  nations.  In  most  instanoes, 
von  will  find  them  highly  intelligent ;  and  the 
knowledge  they  possess  is  of  the  oest  and  most 
useful  kind — beoaose  it  is  praotic^  The  mer- 
ohants*  serrtoe  is  the  great  aehod  hi  wbioh  na- 
tbI  officers  and  seamen  are  to  be  instmeted ; 
and  it  is  dangerons  to  dose  the  'Sb.yt  to  those 
who  are  edooated  in  it  He  looked  npon  the 
endeavor  to  establish  a  ITaval  Academy  as  like- 
ly to  jec^ardize  the  safety  of  the  essential  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Navy  of  the  TJmted  States 
is  founded.  The  preliminaries  only  were  set- 
tied  by  the  bill :  all  the  details  were  to  be  left 
to  fatnre  enactments,  or  to  Exeeative  discre- 
tion :  such  as  who  shoald  be  the  pnpils,  and 
what  the  expenditure  of  the  Academy.  It  was 
not  that  he  would  intimate  that  any  fear  was 
to  be  entertained  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion ;  but  others  were  to  come  afttf,  and  what 
is  here  begun,  as  a  small  matter,  mi^  result  in 
S^eat  injury  to  tiie  service  to  wUoh  it  Is  at- 
tached. Was  Ocouress  to  estaUidi  an  Academy 
to  be  nnder  the  direction  of  one  individnal  ? 
Or  in  what  manner  would  the  detidls  be  de- 
<dded  upont  These  were  questions  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  of  moment  He  was  a 
mead  of  the  Kavy,  and  was  in  &vor  of  every 
measure  which  would  really  tend  to  its  benefit. 
Every  other  provision  of  the  biU  appeared  to 
him  salotary  and  worthy  of  support :  but  he 
could  not  give  support  now  to  the  simple  dec- 
laration of  OongresB  that  there  shoald  be  a 
Naval  Academy,  without  any  details  being 
fixed  upon;  leaving  all  future  arrangements 
for  carrying  this  decision  into  execution  unex- 
pldned.  The  details  were  impcnrtant,  and 
ought  to  he  settled.  If  this  provincn  was 
■track  from  the  present  hiQ,  he  anould  vote  for 
it— otherwise  h»  could  not  He  was  convinced 
that  the  vhde  bill  went  too  ftr,  and  that  its 
great  error  was  the  propontaon  for  an  Acade- 
my,  which  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for 
separate  consideration. 

Mr.  Harbison  said  he  should  content  him- 
self ^tb  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and  should 
confine  himself  cbiefiy  to  the  remarks  of  that 
gentleman  in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy 
and  its  results ;  and  the  bearing  which  those 
remarks  had  upon  the  project  of  a  Naval 
School  on  similar  principles.  He  has  called  on 
Di  to  saj  whether  the  eventB  of  the  late  var 
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do  not  show  that  such  institutions  are  needless. 
To  this,  as  a  military  man,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  putting  in  a  negative  declaration.  'What* 
ever  the  experience  of  other  Generals  mar 
have  been,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  can  say  for  raysdf 
tha^  had  it  not  been  for  the  science  and  skill 
attamed  at  a  IfiUtary  Academy,  I  should  prob- 
ably never  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  address- 
ing this  body.  I  feel  proud  to  say  that  the  de- 
fence of  Fort  Meigs,  at  which  I  commanded, 
chiefly  depended  upon  the  scientific  exertions 
of  a  man  to  whom  it  is  due  that  Ms  worth 
should  be  here  attested  by  me.  I  aUude  to  the 
late  M^}or  Wood,  a  man  who  combined  many 
valuable  qualities,  and  who  bade  fair  to  have 
risen  to  a  high  point  of  professional  eminenoe. 
Tour  commander  had  not  snffitdent  science  to 
have  so  suocesaAilly  defended  tiie  post  without 
the  as^stanoe  of  tiiat  individnaL  So  flv,  timo* 
fore,  as  my  experience  goes^  I  am  totally  al 
varianoe  with  the  gmtlenuui  Ihm  SooUi  Oaro- 
lina.  He  tUnks  that  an  army  can  as  well  be 
commanded  by  an  ignorant  as  a  learned  man. 
This  position  I  deny  to  be  correct  in  military 
any  more  than  in  other  affairs.  There  have  been 
instances,  it  is  true,  botii  in  ancient  and  mod- 
em history,  of  ignorant  men,  who  cut  a  con- 
siderable figure  in  military  pursuits.  But  ex- 
perience has  shown  tiiat  the  fame  acquired  by 
such  men  has  generally  been  obt^ed  in  opera* 
tions  against  greater  blockheads  than  tn em- 
selves.  The  allusioDB  made  to  the  Roman 
Generals,  was,  he  thought,  peculiarly  unhap- 
py; fbr  they  were  nniversally  educated  m 
schools  where  all  the  arts  of  war,  and  all  the 
athletic  exercises,  fit  to  tndn  men  to  masoidine 
pursuits,  were  imparted  to  them  fi«m  their  fai- 
fanoy.  And  the  great  Boman  orator,  to  whom 
the  gentleman  has  alluded,  was  also  a  Geoeral. 
An  instance  of  the  power  of  science,  in  oppo- 
sition to  strength,  and  a  strong  proof  liiat 
ignorance  was  not  always  sncoessfm,  might  be 
found  in  the  battle  of  Cannra.  But,  instead  of 
seeking  out  the  few  cases  in  which  ignorant 
men  have  been  snccessfol  warriors,  let  us  look 
at  the  vast  number  of  instances  in  which  indi- 
viduals liave  established  great  characters  for 
military  achievements.  In  all  the  instances  ct 
great  military  renown,  we  find  that  it  was  ob- 
tained by  the  inflnenoe  of  the  very  qualities 
which  the  gentiemaa  entirely  nndnralnes  wd 
disregards. 

As  to  tiie  ol^eeticm  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Gardina,  that  tilie  sons  of  rich  men 
alone  went  to  tlie  Military  Academy,  Mr.  H. 
was  as  strongly  averse  to  such  a  practice  as  the 

Sintleman  himself  could  be ;  and  in  the  other 
ouse,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had  made  a 
proposition  that  the  sons  of  soldiers,  who  had 
served  their  country,  should  be  chosen  as  ca- 
dets for  West  Point — ^bat  it  was  r^ected.  As 
to  the  battles  g^ned  by  ignorant  men,  they 
were '  genwally  explained  witii  much  ease. 
They  sitber  arose  fnnn  some  lucky  accident,  or 
were  achieved  over  an  adversary  possessing^ 
eren  a  less  degree  of  sUll  and  Judgment. 
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Sometimes,  also,  great  intrepidity,  without 
Judgment,  gained  gi^  advantages ;  hut  it  was 
unsafe  to  ^6t  in  suoh  good  fortune.  A  can* 
taous  and  sldlfol  adversary  would  not  he  over- 
WBM  in  this  manner.  Bendas^  those  qualities 
vhich,  in  a  lower  grade  of  military  rank,  are 
useful  and  of  great  service,  do  not  suffice  in  a 
oommandn.  Hie  talents  which  mark  the 
obftracter  of  a  General,  are  not  of  the  seme 
grade  with  those  of  a  subordinate.  The  for- 
loar  Tenures  a  g^eaX  fond  of  natozal  ocmmion 
amse,  qnicfcaess  of  perception,  miante  ao- 
qoaintance  with  human  charaoter*  a  power  of 
mudring  his  soldiers  with  confidence  in  his 
directions,  and  of  sustfuning  discipUne  amongst 
them.  He  must  be  able  to  nnderetand  the 
character  of  his  adversary,  so  as  to  take  the 
beet  advantage  of  his  movements.  It  was  true 
that  a  man  vnio  was  not  a  profident  in  military 
science  would  sometimee  be  as  well  calculated 
far  the  general  direction  of  an  aoti<»i,  or  Sar 
HiB  assauU  of  a  pSace^  as  a  better  educated 
man,  beoaoae  experience  and  sonnd  Jodgmeot 
would  supply  the  place  of  science.  But  give 
to  such  a  man  the  duty  of  arran^ng  and  con- 
stmcting  the  works  neoessary  for  the  defence 
of  a  post,  and  he  would,  said  Mr,  H.,  be  as  de- 
ficient as  myself,  Suoh  an  idea  as  this  inif^t 
be  slighted  by  those  who  were  unacquainted 
with  military  affairs,  but  connderataons  arose 
OQt  of  these  facta,  of  great  importance^ .  la-an- 
anny,  the  perfection  of  all  tbe  parts  was  the 
only  sure  ground  of  reliance  for  success. 
Therefore  it  was  essential  that  science  should 
be  generally  difiiiaed  among  its  offioMs.  For, 
after  all,  the  best  plans  were  t^len  oTertnmed 
by  slight  accidents ;  and  the  greatest  victories 
often  d^>ended  upon  the  pnmmtitade,  the  in- 
tdUgenoe,  and  tbe  Jodgmei^  with  which  the 
subordinate  movements  were  made.  Thtu  the 
greatest  science  in  tbe  Genual  miidit  be  rat- 
dered  useless,  by  the  want  of  skiUnl  offioen  to 
carry  his  conunanda  into  exooution. 

As  to  the  naval  officers,  to  whom  the  gentle* 
man  had  alluded,  Mr.  H.  believed  he  woa,  in 
some  of  his  remarks,  in  error.  For  instance, 
Commodore  Decatur  did  not  enter  the  Navy 
until  he  was  grown  to  manhood,  and  had  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  It  was  also  within 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  H.  that  Perry  was  an 
educated  man.  It  was  an  argument  which  had 
rather  sui^rised  him,  that  education  would  not 
render  our  officers  more  devoted  to  their  coun- 
try. He  thouf^t,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  lib< 
eral  course  of  instruotion  would  serve  to  attach 
them  to  the  country.  Th«e  were  other  oodp 
flideratifms  of  some  impwtance.  Kumenros 
instances  might  be  cited  in  whic^  the  charao- 
ters  of  men,  engaged  in  warlike  pursuits,  w^ 
humanized  by  edncati(m.  Besides,  it  was  too 
late  in  the  day  to  endeavor  to  depreciate  the 
benefits  of  educatdon  in  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity. By  that  alone  were  the  free  institu- 
tions of  our  country  sustained ;  and  when  the 
great  objects  of  science  should  have  been 
nc^e^ed,  he  abould  oonsider  this  country  on 
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the  hi^  rood  to  destruction.  He  could  safely 
say,  from  a  p»sonal  knowledge  of  the  facts,  that 
the  school  contemplated  in  Uie  portion  of  the 
bill  now  under  discussion,  was  of  tlie  most  im- 
mediate necesuty  to  our  Kavy.  He  had  con- 
versed with  many  midshipmen,  and  he  ibimd 
Uiat  ther  were  genwdly  of  that  situation  in 
life  in  wmdi  their  paroita  could  not  afford  to 
educate  them.  The  Kavy  was  not  a  service 
into  which  rich  men  sent  their  soiu;  and  it 
seemed  but  prcn>er  that  the  Government  diould 
l>repare  the  omcers  in  their  youth  for  the  du- 
ties which  they  would  afterwards  be  called  to 
perform.  He  felt  none  of  the  dislike  e:q)ressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  to  the 
indulgences  granted  these  young  men,  or  the 
gente<Gl  appearance  which  they  were  properly 
ambitious  to  support.  Mr.  H.  wished  them  to 
be,  as  &r  as  ]>o4ible,  accomplished  men,  who 
would,  in  foreign  countries,  do  honor  to  the 
American  character.  The^  had  shown  a  laud- 
able zeal  in  ei^eavoring  to  improve  themselves^ 
as  he  was  informed  thiut  the  system  had  beoi 
generally  adopted  by  die  officers  of  the  Navy, 
to  set  apart  a  portion  of  their  pay  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Even  this,  he  bad  no  donb^ 
was  productive  of  much  good  to  the  country, 
as  it  conferred  much  credit  on  the  officers 
themselves.  Many  of  our  naval  officers  had 
shown  themselves  well  acquiunted  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  their  communications  with 
foreign  powers  had  redounded  to  the  honor  of 
themselves  and  of  the  nation.  Certainly  these 
men  deserved  the  favorable  consideration,  and 
the  most  liberal  treatment  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  country  was  in  ev^y  respect  in- 
terested in  preparing  them,  by  a  proper  educa- 
tion, for  the  arduous  and  perilous  duties,  to  the 
perfOTmance  of  which  their  lives  wm  devoted. 
Therefore,  he  oonddered  the  section  of  thia 
bill,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Naval  School,  one  of  its  most  valuable  fea- 
tures, and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  H1.TNS  said  he  could  not,  by  reason  of 
indi^>ositioii,  go  into  the  ailment  at  any 
great  length ;  but  he  could  not  allow  this  dis- 
cussion to  pass  by  without  some  notice,  and  a 
statement  of  his  dissent  from  the  views  of  his 
colleague.  He  has  argued  that  ^me  great  and 
distinguished  men  have  existed,  who  were  not 
indebted  to  the  education  of  an  Academy  for 
their  ^inence.  He  might  even  have  gone 
CarUier,  and  shown  that  greti  mm  have  ap- 
peared at  various  time&  who  rused  Qiemselves 
entirely  by  the  force  of  natarol  genius.  There 
are  many  cases  of  this  kind,  where  highly  gift- 
ed men,  who  came  from  the  hands  of  Cheir 
Creator  with  great  qualities,  have  triumphed 
over  ^eir  adverse  condiUona,  and  been  enabled 
to  educate  themselves,  at  least  in  the  pursuits 
in  whioh  they  have  excelled.  But  does  it  fol- 
low from  this,  that  education  is  of  no  utility  f 
Certainly  not.  Such  men  as  he  had  described, 
who  haa  known  tiie  want  of  early  or  sys- 
temalio  instraotion,  were  alwa^'s  to  be  foimd 
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among  the  most  strennoiiB  adToeates  of  ednea' 

tion.  Franklin  was  an  instanoe  of  this.  He 
was  deprived  of  early  education,  yet  his  whole 
life  wiU,  in  various  methods,  devoted  to  its 
advancement.  Gen.  Jaolcson  had  never  re- 
ceived any  soientifio  instraction  in  militoty 

Sursuits ;  bat  he  had  been  heard  in  this  very 
[all,  to  support  tiie  interests,  and  defend  the 
objects  of  uie  Uilitary  Academy.  Qenerals 
Brown,  Scott,  and  Towsoo,  were  also  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  a  scientiQc  edncation,  and  yet 
were  among  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  Mil- 
itary Academy;  and,  indeed,  ttierd  was  no 
oflSoer  of  eminenoe  who  waa  not  abacdat^ 
friendly  to  that  institaUon.  Was  it  to  be  sap- 
posed,  that,  because  great  mm  bad  die^- 
gnislied  themsdves  without  education,  that  it 
might  be  abolished  ?  Or  could  it,  from  such 
premises,  be  ai^ued  that  it  was  useless  f  Mr. 
H.  then  enomerated  sever^  sbiking  instances 
of  individuals,  who  had  distuigui^ed  them- 
selves without  the  benefit  of  regular  education 
in  naval  science.  But  he  observed  these  indi- 
viduals obtained  by  practice,  by  the  quickness 
of  their  perceptions,  and  the  closeness  of  their 
obsorvatiuna,  the  skill  and  experience,  by 
which  they  were  insured  the  victory.  It  was 
nautical  skill  which  led  to  aU  these  triumphs. 
It  was  the  very  quality,  although  obtained  m  a 
different  way,  wbicb  his  coUeagoe  thought  oi 
no  importaneei  Every  gentleman  who  had  ex- 
perience in  these  matters,  wonld  reply  to  those 
arguments  in  the  langoage  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  Men  who  h^  been  In  actual  ser- 
vice, knew  well  the  value  of  science  ajid  edu- 
cation, and  those  who  had  wanted  them  most, 
were  the  first  to  acknowledge  tiie  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  their  absence,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  itarlike  operations.  To  contend  that, 
because,  without  these  reqniutes,  victories  have 
been  gained,  they  are  useless,  would  not  be  less 
unreasonable  thui  to  declare,  because  the  M^d 
of  Orleans  triumphed  over  the  enemies  of 
France,  oar  defence  otulit  to  be  intni^«d  en- 
tirely to  womm.  Had  his  oolleagae  referred 
to  the  bill  itseli^  he  woidd  not  have  needed  to 
sak  who  wonld  go  to  a  Kaval  ScHuxd,  were  it 
established!  It  provides  that  the  midishipDiea 
of  Uie  Navy,  already  in  the  service,  shall  be  en- 
tered there.  Hence,  it  would  not  be  devoted 
to  the  sons  of  the  rich,  as  had  been  intimated. 
The  midshipmen,  at  present,  are  educated  by 
the  chaplains,  on  board  the  ships.  Their  edu- 
cation was  very  deficient,  and  they  were  de- 
prived of  almost  every  description  of  appara- 
tus. Instead  of  this  very  imperfbot  system, 
stiould  a  Naval  School  be  established,  when- 
ever a  boy  was  admitted  into  the  Navy,  instead 
of  bomg  sent  directly  to  aea,  he  would  be 
placed  in  the  sohoolf  where  his  mind  would  be 
ibrmed,  and  his  attention  engaged  in  the  theotr 
of  naotiofll  aeienoe.   All  the  rudiments  of  his 

Erofession  will  be  taoght  him  in  advance,  and 
a  will  go  into  actual  service  prnmred  to  apply 
this  knowledge  to  praotioe.  While  at  school, 
be  waa  not  to  be  entirely  detvived  of  an  op- 
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portonily  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  ele- 
ment on  which  bis  services,  in  after  life,  were 
to  be  required.  A  vessel  was  to  be  stationed 
on  the  coast,  in  connection  with  the  institution, 
in  which  it  was  intended  that  the  pupils  should 
make  short  voyages,  by  turns,  to  teach  them 
the  management  and  organization  of  a  ship 
and  its  crew.  After  a  regular  preliminary 
course  of  studies,  they  would  be  sent  to  sea, 
for  a  term  of  four  or  five  years ;  and  on  their 
return,  would  again,  instead  of  spending  their 
time  in  idleness,  be  re-entered  at  the  school. 

As  to  the  Biqiposition  that  it  wonld  be  mere- 
Ir  a  place  of  amnsement,  he  wonld  observei 
tbat,  if  the  institntion  was  governed  lUce  tb«t 
at  West  Point,  it  wonld  be  no  plaoe  of  amns^ 
ment;  but  one  of  laborious  stndy,  and  con- 
stant improvement.  His  colleagne  aligned  cor- 
rectly, that,  if  the  Military  Academy  was  not 
usefnl,  neitiier  wonld  a  Naval  School  be  so. 
But  Mr.  H.  considered  that  to  be  a  conceded 
point  and  that  the  merits  of  that  establishment 
hod  been  thoroughly  tested.  Whether  there 
was  or  was  not  any  foundation  for  the  com- 

Shunt  of  favoritism  in  the  appointment  of  oa^ 
ets  at  West  Point,  the  bill  on  the  table  would 
not  extend  or  increase  finvoriti^  It  would 
not  add  a  single  individual  to  the  list  of  mid- 
shipmen; bat  provide  for  the  education  of 
those  already  in  the  serviceu  He  had  thought 
that  tiie  tolenta  of  the  youths  who  were  to  be 
admitted  to  West  P<^t  was  the  first  recom- 
mendation, and  their  being  the  sons  of  Eevolo- 
tionary  patriots  the  next.  He  had  never 
offered  but  two  candidates  for  i^pointments  to 
West  Point.  One  of  them  was  the  son  of  a 
Bevolntionary  soldier,  whose  family  was  left 
destitute,  and  he  received  it  The  other  was 
still  pending,  and  was  a  rimilar  case  of  a  des- 
titute family.  He  repeated,  that,  whatever 
might  be  the  inexpediency  of  the  manner  of 
making  th<Me  appointments,  it  did  not  apply  to 
this  bill,  as  no  direcUon  was  given  as  to  the 
appointments.  In  condurion,  Mr.  H.  siud,  he 
waa  happy  that  his  colleagne  agreed  to  tlie 
general  o^ects  of  the  bill.  He  should  have 
been  still  more  so,  had  he  been  in  ftvor  of  t3M 
section  now  under  consideration,  and  was  sor^ 
ry  that  he  threatened  its  rejection  from  the 
bill.  The  committee  considered  it  beet  to  in- 
corporate all  the  objects  which  i^peared  to 
them  important,  in  one  biQ;  and  not  one  of 
them  appeared  to  him  to  promise  more  benefit 
to  the  Navy,  or  more  calonlated  to  elevate  and 
improve  it,  Uian  the  establishment  of  a  Naval 
School.  The  opinion  of  the  Senate  would  be 
tested  by  their  vote;  and  as  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  the  bill  would  be  lost  by  retaining 
the  section  in  question,  he  saw  no  reason  for 
presenting  it  in  a  distinct  form. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  in  comment- 
ing upon  the  West  Point  Acadfiuiy,  read  sev- 
eral  docnmenta  relating  to  tbat  esUmlishment, 
its  expenditures,  arrangements,  &o,  Tho  gen- 
.tieman  from  Ohio  knew  better  than  Mr.  6.  tiie 
voloe  of  ednoation  in  offioera  oi  the  anny ;  nor 
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was  he  diBposed  to  doubt  that  Major  Wood  had 
rendered  that  gentleman  very  important  ser^ 
Tices  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Hetgs.  But  he 
did  not  doubt  that  fort  would  have  been  de- 
fended even  without  the  assistance  of  that  ofS- 
ccr.  The  eentJeman  mistook  him  in  suppos- 
ing  that  he  t>elieTed  ignorant  men  as  cspabfe  of 
tiie  performance  of  military  enterprises  as 
learned  men.  But  it  waa  not  necessary  to  con- 
fine in  tiie  learning  to  the  Military  Academy, 
miere  ware  plen^  of  coHegea  In  all  parts  of 
the  coontty.  fifty  cadets  were  eent  ont  each 
year  to  act  as  engineers,  and  to  fill  vaoaiudea  in 
the  army.  Yet  there  vas  no  fear  of  Tar. 
"Who,  said  Hr.  S.,  is  to  come  and  make  war 
upon  ns  >  WUl  the  Holy  Alliance  do  it  ?  They 
combined  to  put  down  certain  principles  in 
Europe,  but  tiiey  have  never  dared  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  America ;  and  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  that  any  other  power  or  combina- 
tion wontd  attempt  it.  It  was  well  known 
that  some  of  those  West  Point  engineers,  who 
vere  now  crowding  the  army,  and  crowding 
the  woods,  receiTed  donbto  pay  for  tiidr  aer- 
Tices:  one  pay  in  the  line  and  one  in  the 
woods,  where  they  ranplt^ed  themadTes  in 
making  what  they  term  reeotmoimaneei.  In 
IfiSl  the  army  was  rednoed  to  its  present 
form ;  and  the  President  cf  the  United  States 
announced,  in  the  year  succeeding^  that  the 
OTganlzati<m  had  been  found  expedient,  and  its 
efiKcts  beneficial.  Yet  we  go  on  to  increase 
the  officers,  as  if  in  contemplation  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  army.  An  officer  had  told  him 
(Mr.  S.)  that  he  was  from  Oreen  Bay,  and  that 
there  were  a  number  of  these  engineers  at  that 
place,  keeping  out  of  the  way,  and  doing  noth- 
ing under  neaven.  {Mr.  8.  here  read  some  far- 
ther extraeta  from  the  documents,  stating  the 
ooarae  of  stodiea,  &c.]  He  wished  to  know 
vhat  the  West  Point  cadets  had  to  do  vitfa  the 
Vr&ush  and  Spanish  languages.  He  thought 
they  were  educated  to  be  Boldiers  or  engineers. 
His  colleague  looked  upon  science  as  all  suffi- 
cient in  naval  officers.  He  did  not  deny  that  it 
was  an  advantage;  but  that  was  no  reason 
why  a  midshipman  should  go  from  the  ship  to 
a  college.  It  was  not  there  that  this  education ; 
should  be  son^t.  Besides,  it  wanted  different 
pursuits ;  and  the  science  of  the  Kavy  must  be 
taught  at  sea.  It  was  not  education  alone  that 
made  a  great  commander.  He  wanted  native 
talent  and  industry.  There  were  innumerable 
instances  which  wonld  prove  this  pontion. 
General  Washington  was  only  a  decently  good 
achdar:  and,  uthoofdi  Bonaparte  was  edu- 
cated at  the  lllUtaiy  Academy  of  Biiouie,  hia 
career  ooold  not  be  ottribntea  to  that  canae ; 
fbr  he  had  dlsTdayed  a  m9itai7  genfaia  even  in 
bis  in&ncy.  And  when,  afterwards,  he  crossed 
the  bridge  of  Lo^  at  the  head  of  a  few  fol- 
lowers, and  planted  his  standard  on  the  ene- 
my's walls,  he  displayed  the  natural  spirit  and 
intrepidity  of  his  mind.  No  studies  at  a  Mili- 
tary Academy  would  ever  bare  taught  him  the 
role  f<vp«mimiiiB  that  detente  aotitn.  Ba 
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did  not  think  that  education  disqualified  young 
men  for  action;  but  he  did  think  that  they 
might  be  penned  up  until  they  were  disquali- 
fled.  No  mUitary  leader  ever  had  such  com- 
manders to  fight  bis  battles  as  those  of  B<Hia- 
parte:  yet  he  went  on  a  different  principle.  He 
selected  them  from  his  army,  and  it  was  by  hia 
Judicious  selections  that  he  guned  many  of  bis 
victories.  He  did  not  plMd  for  ignorance; 
but  he  repeated  that  our  system  vaa  for  Ibe 
ednoation  of  the  rich,  and  not  equally  for  ^ 
daases.  He  Hi.  not  reproacih  the  rich  for  en- 
deavoring to  ensure  to  fheir  sons  a  sdentifts 
edncati<m ;  but  it  was  a  reproach  to  I3ie  ooqd- 
try  that  tJbese  fiivors  were  not  more  equally 
di^>en8ed.  All  our  experience  has  been  ad- 
verse to  ^e  system  of  scientific  education  for 
military  men.  Washington  and  Jackson  sur- 
passed, in  their  ach^evementa,  all  our  com- 
manders, and  theirs  were  not  scientific  con- 
quests. The  latter,  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  did  not  depend  upon  hia  military  edu- 
cation. He  was  among  his  men,  giving  a  good 
example^  and  aharing  their  dangers.  He  did 
not  take  a  safe  portion,  and  send  off  orders  to 
be  performed  $7  Us  adentifio  officers.  Bnt| 
wlu  him,  planmng  and  executing  went  hand 
in  hand ;  and  I  say,  sfdd  Mr.  8.,  Oiat  the  vic- 
tory aohieTed  by  him  at  New  Orleans  va> 
never  surpassed  by  Napoleon.  To  return  to 
the  Naval  School,  it  appeared  unnecessary,  be- 
cause there  was  edncation  on  board  alreiady. 
The  midshipmen  are  instructed  in  all  the  neces- 
sary branches,  and  are  thoroughly  examined  in 
mathematics,  and  other  branches  of  science, 
before  they  are  received.  Their  instructors  are 
the  chapltidnB  of  the  ships.  The  President  ap- 
points these  chaplans,  and  yet  the  gentlemen 
say,  that  education  has  been  so  much  n^ect- 
ed,  that  a  Naval  Academy  is  wanted,  although 
the  chaplains  mast  have  much  leisure  to  devote 
to  the  duty  of  education.  They  are  the  proper 
men  for  uiis  task.  If  they  are  not,  it  is  the 
foolt  of  the  Senate.  And  if  th^  n^ected  to 
send  good  men  into  the  Navy,  in  this  capacity, 
would  they  do  any  better  if  a  Naval  Academy 
were  established?  As  to  accomplisbmenti^ 
said  Hr.  8.,  I  am  wfiling  that  our  na^'8l  officera 
should  become  accomplished,  as  far  as  was 
proper  and  compatible  with  their  line  of  life. 
Bat  be  did  not  wish  to  harbor  a  host  of  idlers^ 
who  would  do  neither  themselves  nor  the  oouo- 
try  service.  If  we  look  at  the  list  of  cadets  at 
West  Point,  how  many  of  them  go  into  the 
army  f  I  have  said,  observed  Jir.  8.,  to  par- 
ents Tho  have  applied  to  have  th^  aona 
placed  tiiere :  Why  do  you  not  edocftte  yoar 
ohUdren  at  home  f  Th^  have  answered  that 
it  was  more  easily  d<me  at  West  Point  As  to 
the  pnject  now  before  us,  I  say,  that  the  wa^ 
is  the  element  for  the  Navy,  Do  not  bring 
your  naval  officers  on  land.  If  their  present 
education  is  not  sufficiently  attended  to  on 
board,  the  fault  can  be  amended.  If  the  Pres- 
ident does  not  do  his  duty— if  he  nominates  a 
Uookhead  to  fill  the  office  of  chaplain,  it  is  his 
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fimlt,  and  ho  Is  responsible  for  it.  I  know  of 
very  few  who  go  to  West  Point  for  any  other 
pnrpose  bat  to  finish  their  education,  md  it 
will  be  the  same  in  a  Naval  Academy.  They 
obuuned  at  West  Point  every  aooomplishzDent, 
with  the  ezceptiou  (tf  dancing;  and  be  had 
Understood  that  a  dandng-master  was  mach 
wonted,  who  would  doabUess  improve  the 
Voung  gentlemen  very  essentially  in  their 
knoNvlettge  of,  tactics.  In  conclanon,  Ur.  8. 
said,  that  he  approved  of  the  other  provisions 
(tf  this  bill ;  but,  for  the  Kaval  School,  which 
was  hwe  |voposed  to  the  Senate,  in  a  vagne ! 
manner,  vidtuat  details,  he  oould  not  vote.  If 
this  poiiion  of  the  bill  were  retained,  he  ibonld 
not  vote  for  the  Wl,  which  he  ahcnild  othei^ 
wise  be  disposed  to  do. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  felt  bound  to  say  something 
in  rehttioQ  to  this  bilL  The  Naval  School  now 
proposed  was  one  of  the  stcns  which  tiie  Gov- 
ernment was  taking  towards  a  state  of  things 
which  he  dreaded.  About  appropriations,  said 
Mr.  M.,  I  shall  say  nothing ;  becaose  you  all 
know  my  condact.  I  ask,  is  this  Academy 
wanted  at  this  time?  And  I  ask  it  because  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  says 
the  revenue  is  short ;  and  if  it  is  not  necessary 
at  this  time,  it  had  better  be  let  alone.  It  was 
said  that  it  was  but  a  small  sum  that  was  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  in  this  way  that  our  reve- 
nue was  taken  from  ns^  drop  by  ixop.  I  woold 
ask  one  qneaticm  in  relation  to  this  law.  Have 
our  naval  officers  ever  shown  a  want  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  science  of  their  profession!  If 
not^  where  is  the  peculiar  necessity,  at  this 
time,  of  providing  an  establishment  for  their 
edueaUon  ?  Battles  are  generally  won  by  the 
exercise  of  coolness  and  good  sound  common 
sense.  I  have  no  idea  that  an  elaborate  educa- 
tion is  required  to  make  a  man  fight  a  saeces»- 
fol  battle.  The  greatest  fool  I  ever  knew  was 
the  greatest  classical  scholar.  In  support  of 
this  portion,  if  the  Senate  will  indulge  me,  I 
will  rdate  a  story,  the  truth  of  which  can  be 
Tooched  for:  When  Qovemor  Ttyou  was  in 
office  in  Kfflrth  Carcdina,  hfa  wife  was  sud  to 
have  rather  man  knowle^^e— of  htmum  na- 
ture, at  any  rate— than  her  bnsband.  He  took 
two  young  men  into  his  office  to  study  the  law 
—one  was  from  Bhode  Island,  and  the  other 
from  Viripnia.  Mrs.  Tryon,  in  conversation 
wiUi  these  yoong  men,  asked  them  about  the 
great  men  in  their  States.  Well,  they  told  her 
over  all  the  men  who  had  great  characters  for 
(daasioal  learning;  but  she  said  she  had  heard 
ctf  Colonel  Caswell  and — [the  name  escaped  the 
Reporter.]  Oh,  said  they,  these  are  merely 
men  of  common  education ;  they  have  no  sci- 
ence and  no  learning :  in  fact,  they  are  igno- 
rant men ;  and  one  began  life  as  a  constable, 
and  the  other  as  a  derk  in  a  parish  church. 
One  of  these  men  had  disUDgidahed  himaelf  in 
battle,  and  both  were  skufol  commanders. 
There  were  two  olher  mco,  said  Mr.  K,  who 
were  never  beaten  by  the  enemy,  who  had  no 
pretensioiw  to  edaoadon,  and,  in  Uict,  had  no 


great  need  of  it.  Bnt  I  forget  the  end  of  my 
story.  Well,  it  happened  tlut  these  two  per^ 
sons  came  to  Governor  Tryon's  house,  and,  at 
dinner,  Mrs.  Tryon  sat  between  them,  and  kept 
them  in  conversation.  After  they  had  gone, 
she  said  to  the  two  yonng  men,  "I  thought 
you  UAi  me  that  those  gentlemen  were  unedu- 
cated. I  find  it  quite  otherwise."  The  two  stu- 
dents maintfunea  that  what  they  had  stud  was 
true,  and  she  concluded  the  conversation  by 
saving,  "  that  God  had  educated  those  individ- 
uals, and  done  it  better  than  it  oould  have  been 
dcme  by  any  ooU^  in  the  world."  Mr,  M. 
donbted  whether  the  greatest  man  In  the  conn- 
try  would  have  been  unproved  l^ednooUoa. 
Eto  might  have  been  made  greater  in  the  fi^ng 
of  peiwds  and  the  framing  of  aentenoea;  but 
he  would  not  have  been  made  greater  in  mind, 
by  all  the  books  in  the  world.  The  rounding 
off  a  period  is  not  the  most  perfect  dgn  <n 

freatness.  Such  a  perfection  would  have  made 
'stride  Henry  less  great  than  he  was.  His  ge- 
nius would  have  been  trammelled  by  classical 
study.  80  it  was  with  Franklin.  His  want  of 
edaoation  probably  made  him  the  greater  man. 
It  has  been  stud  that  the  old  women  beat  the 
doctors ;  and  I  think  it  applies  to  other  pur^ 
suits  08  well  as  that  of  medicine.  One  tuing 
he  was  very  muoh  opposed  to ;  and  that  was, 
the  Executive  diBoretion — ^whidi  was  Intro- 
dnoed  into  this  bill,  aa  wdl  as  most  others. 
New  things  were  contjnnally  brought  forward; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  Navy  was  to  tote 
all  the  rest  through — say  tote,  as  it  is  a  word 
which  is  understood  in  the  Southern  States.  I 
don't  think  of  the  Navy  as  o^ers  do.  X  do  not 
believe  that  any  Navy  was  ever  built  for  de- 
fence. It  is  intended  for  conquest;  and  I  don't 
wish  to  conquer  other  nations.  We  have  gone 
fur  enough  in  acquiring  territory.  We  began 
with  Louisiana,  and  the  Western  people  were 
satisfied  wiUi  its  purchase.  Next  we  acquired 
Florida ;  and  now  we  want  Cuba.  Aa  to  pre- 
paring for  war  in  peace,  I  don't  believe  in  the 
propriety  of  the  system.  The  mmnent  we  get 
throngh  one  war,  we  prepare  for  another ;  and 
when  people  are  ready  tor  it,  they  are  sure 
alwavs  to  fight.  Now,  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
posed necessity  of  educating  naval  officers  for 
thdr  profosritm,  I  am  not  one  who  thinks  it  In 
any  way  necessary  And,  on  this  point,  let  me 
say,  that  most  of  the  great  naval  commanders 
have  been  nneduoated.  De  Buyter  was  a  cabin 
boy,  and  rose  to  command  and  conquer  by  dint 
of  that  thing  of  which  I  have  been  speaking, 
which  God  gives  to  people.  In  this  way  of 
preparing  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  you  have 
nothing  to  support  a  war  with  when  it  comes, 
and  the  country  is  inundated  with  paper 
money.  We  talk  aboat  the  example  of  Eng- 
land. Bnt  I  do  not  wish  our  imitation  of  that 
nation  to  go  too  far.  Lode  at  her  conditioiu 
Witib  a  fiiw  couitry,  ihe  is  ov«mn  with  pau- 
pers. She  has  to  keep  up  her  army  and  navy, 
and  sapport  her  poor.  The  people  of  this 
country  are  taxed  hard  enough  now.  They 
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"wsDt  no  more  expenditirreB  to  Increase  the 
taies.  But  we  are  told  that  tliiB  ev^eg^  is  to 
eoat  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing :  far  the  gen- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  says  there  is  to  be 
no  extra  ezpenee.  Well,  dr,  it  is  always  bo. 
"When  we  begin  any  expoue,  it  is  very  small — 
Tery  tiiflin^—bnt  as  we  go  on,  these  things 
grow  with  our  growth,  mA.  strengthen  with 
our  strength.  £id  I  think  that,  if  this  pro- 
vision is  adopted,  there  is  not  one  here  who 
knows  any  thing  of  the  snm  wliich  this  school 
will  cost.  It  is  a  very  easjr  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  respon^bility  of  legislating,  by  learing  the 
dettuls  to  Execative  discretion.  But  there 
were  many  things  in  relation  to  this  establish- 
ment, if  it  were  to  be  anthorized  by  Congress, 
whion  ought  to  be  looked  to.  It  on^t  to  be 
ded^ted  who  the  cadets  shonld  be,  who  went 
there.  And  if  tiiey  go,  they  ought  first  to  be 
sent  to  sea,  to  discover  whether  they  have  a 
gift  for  the  precession — ^for  I  am  a  great  believ- 
er in  gifts-— and  believe  that  not  on^  poets,  bat 
heroes  are  bom  to  their  trade.  I  say,  aakl  Mr. 
U.,  that  the  cadets  at  this  prelected  institution 
will  be,  as  they  are  at  West  Point,  the  sons  ci 
rich  men  exolnsively,  or  nearly  so.  Well,  sir, 
what  will  yon  do  with  all  these  restless  spirits, 
after  yon  have  tanght  them  the  trade  of  arms? 
Can  you  expect  to  keep  the  country  at  peace, 
when  it  is  full  of  soldierat  Dont  yon  see  that 
these  men  must  have  fighting  to  do.  to  keep 
them  ftom  doin^  misohidrl  I  had  a  lut  of  the 
sons  of  the  dlgmtaries  <^  the  empire  who  were 
at  West  Point ;  and  I  should  really  be  afraid 
to  show  it.  Is  this  the  way  to  seek  out  mili- 
tary talents  ?  to  take  the  son  of  every  great 
man,  and  leave  obscure  abilitiee  to  lie  i^ef  It 
is  a  bad  qrstem.  I  bdiere  there  is  talent  in 
the  conntry  for  every  emergency — and  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  never  have  better  oCBcers  in  the 
line,  than  we  had  in  the  Bevolution,  when  edu- 
cation for  the  military  service  could  not  be 
had.  You  most  appoint  officers  that  yonr  men 
will  follow — men  that  can  command  their  sol- 
diers. Courage,  after  all,  is  the  requisite  qual- 
ity— and  of  that  we  have  a  great  plenty.  Cour- 
age is  like  eider,  it  is  good  for  nothing  until  it 
works ;  and  true  oourago  never  be^ns  to  work 
imtil  it  comes  near  the  enemy.  A  man  may  be 
very  good  at  planning,  and  in  ^e  sciences,  and 
yet  not  good  for  fighting.  We  are  told,  that 
this  education  for  the  Navy,  Is  to  (Kwt  nothing 
— and  that  the  establishmemt  is  to  do  great 
good  without  any  expense.  These  are  very 
mir  promises — but,  does  anybody  beUeve  that 
they  will  hold  out?  Bid  we  ever  count  the 
cost  of  any  plan — or  stop  at  any  increase? 
We  are  always  advancing  in  expense.  We 
have  just  raised  the  salaiy  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  $6,000,  although  he  bad  enough  be- 
fore. I  recollect  when  Gideon  Granger  was  in 
the  office,  it  was  proposed  to  raise  it.  A  een- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  asked  if  the  saif^ 
was  enough  tat  the  office,  and  the  duty.  It 
was  answwed,  ye»~-but  it  was  not  enough  for 
dw  man.   "  well|  then,"  r^oined  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Pennsylvania,  "  let  him  resign,  snd 
we  wiU  get  another."  They  had  within  a  tew 
years  orMted  a  Board  of  Kavy  Commissioners, 
which  was  to  be  a  saving  also ;  but  it  turned 
out  that  they  got  good  fat  salaries,  and  so  will 
the  professors  of  your  Navd  School.  Th^ 
won't  work  for  nothing.  Formerly  two  men 
were  sufficient  for  doorkeepers,  dec,  to  the  two 
Houses ;  but  now  there  is  a  regiment.  I  recol- 
lect, said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  gentiemau  from 
Maryland  QiSi.  Shitr)  remembers  it  too,  when 
the  clerks,  in  the  offices  of  Congress  at  Phila- 
delphia, had  to  work  at  night.  Now  we  de- 
crease the  labor,  and  increase  their  numbers 
and  their  salaries.  Our  greatest  misfortune 
was,  during  the  war,  that  we  had  no  men  of 
experience.  It  was  said,  that  some  of  the  offi- 
cers  were  too  <dd,  and  had  totftoi  what  they 
one©  knew.  Then  there  were  the  young  men 
who  had  no  experience,  and  between  them  we 
were  found  very  deficient.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  says,  that  ^e  cadets  at  West 
Point  ore  all  poor  men^a  sons.  I  would  ask 
the  ^ntieman  whether  these  poor  people  had 
no  rich  kin,  or  whether  their  ancestors  were 
not  rich;  because  the  rich  always  have  the 
preference,  and  are  token  first.  I  shall  go,  sdd 
Mr.  M.,  BO  farther.  These  are  my  thoughts  on 
the  establishment  of  a  Kaval  School,  and  as 
nobody  had  previously  expressed  them,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hatnb  saidhe  rose  with  no  otherpurpose 
than  to  correct  the  gentleman  from  Korth 
Carolina.  I  did  not  say,  as  the  gentleman  snp- 
posca  that*  the  establishment  of  a  Naval  School 
would  require  no  extra  expense.  I  sud  merely, 
that,  with  regard  to  the  pupils,  there  would  be 
no  extra  expense,  because,  as  they  are  now  in 
the  service,  they  would  receive  the  pay  only 
which  they  would  receive  were  there  no  Acad- 
emy, But  there  will  be  an  additional  expense 
for  professors  and  teachers.  The  bill  proposes 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  sh^ 
form  a  plan  for  the  institution,  to  be  submitted 
to  Confess  at  the  next  session.  The  details 
were,  uierefore,  not  now  before  tibe  Senate, 
and  the  whole  matter  would  be  before  them 
next  year.  There  was  another  mtaq)prehai- 
sion  bi  tiie  remarks  of  the  gratlonan  from 
North  Cardina.  He  supposes  that  there  was 
no  deficient  in  our  officers.  In  this  he  was 
mistaken.  It  was  that  deficiency  which  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  a  Naval  Academy.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  correctly  stated, 
that  many  of  our  midshipmen  were  found  defi- 
cient in  mathematical  Imowledge,  and  it  was 
because  they  had  no  advantages  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  science.  It  was  s^d  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  that  some  men  came  from 
the  hand  of  their  Creator,  great,  in  de^ite  of 
the  absence  of  education — thc^  God  made 
them  great.  This  was  true ;  and  such  minds 
usually  broke  through  the  trammels  of  their 
condition,  and  becnue  distingatehed  1^  I3ie 
mere  force  of  genius.  Bat  w&t  shall  we  do 
with  the  liorgd  mass  of  minds  of  a  oommaiL 
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order,  mendoired  with  the^e  great  natural 
qnaUties?  Their  humbler  talent*  must  be 
toned  to  BervtceaUe  aocoont:  for  splendid  tal- 
ents are  not  sofflciently  abundant  to  supply-  the 
ranks  of  any  profession.  If  we  agree  in  this, 
then  ednoanon  is  impcHiaBt  If  we  refer  to 
military  matters,  we  ought  to  consult  military 
men :  if  to  naval  af^rs,  we  ought  to  aak  the 
opinions  of  our  naval  heroes — and  Hxey  believe 
that  the  plan  now  proposed  is  the  beat,  for  the 
mt»e«ts  both  of  the  snriee  and  the  oonntry. 

}£i.  Uacon  said,  in  reply,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  deficiency 
in  the  officers  of  the  Navy.  He  had  he«i  UAi 
an  officer  of  the  'Ssvj^  many  jeara  thrt 
Congress  was  minlns  the  Navj.  Hesaidthae 
were  officers  called  Ocmgress  officers,  who  were 
appointed  without  the  pn^r  qnaMoati<ms, 
and  that  circumstance  gave  rise  to  the  regula- 
tion that  midshipmen  sbonld  not  be  promoted 
antil  they  had  been  examined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  hj  Itr.  Bhitb,  <^  Sbuth  QoroUna, 
and  decided  in  the  n^ative. 


fifTDBikiT,  Eehruarj  IT. 

On  motion  of  Ite.  Hkhsbioks,  ^  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  XTuited  States  to  subscribe  for  stock 
in  the  Columbus  and  Sandusky  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, was  token  up. 

Mr.  SKrra,  of  South  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  the  prefect.  If  no  other  person  would  raise 
a  voice  a^dnst  this  system,  he  should  consider 
it  his  duty  to  do  so.  They  had  given  the 
States  land,  and  he  tlionght  it  might  be  proper 
to  give  agdn :  but  the  Government  ought  to 
keep  out  of  these  pernicious  co-partnerships. 
They  had  Bubscribea  for  canal  and  road  stock 
in  many  instances,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
assist  the  companies  to  complete  their  works, 
not  to  share  any  profit ;  and,  after  having  pud 
their  share  ci  tiie  ezpoues,  then  they  sud  out 
their  stock  for  a  scmg,  and  left  the  companies 
to  reap  Uie  bm^t.  Congresa  was  fiut  becom- 
ing a  finished  stock-jobber ;  falling  into  every 
prdect  that  was  set  afloat,  and  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  the  next  that  would  be  known, 
the  United  States  would  be  deeply-  engaged  in 
the  Woollen  Hanu&ctnre.  They  had  already 
engaged  in  banking,  and  were  ^>eculating 
lai^y  in  bank  stock — and  Beaven  only  knew 
what  they  would  engage  in  next.  He  was  an 
enemy  to  these  schemes,  and  he  would  repeat 
it — give  land  if  you  will,  no  matter  if  you  give 
ten  eecUons  on  each  side  of  the  road ;  but  keep 
out  of  these  profitless  partnerships. 

Kr.  21&0OH  remarked,  that  he  uw  In  his  seat 
ft  gentlanan,  wba  he  beUeved,  was  om  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Tennessee,  and  also  one  who 
knew  something  oiihe  first  settlement  of  Een- 
tiiek7.  That  country  was  well  settied  before 
the  war:  and  how  was  it  settled?  The  United 
Statsa  made  no  roads  for  the  people:  but, 
somehew  or  other,  they  got  along  without 


them.  Honr  was  Femuylnida  settled  I  and, 
indeed,  how  were  all  new  States  settled  at 
first  t  Why,  they  had  to  work  their  own  vi^^ 
and  do  as  well  as  they  oonld.  It  was  a  new 
thing  to  him,  this  making  (tf  roads;  ud  he 
thon^t  it  gohig  a  rtep  too  &r,  and  anticipating 
prosperity.  Indeed,  every  thing  seemed  to  him 
to  have  changed,  Mlate  yean^  in  renteet  to  th» 
new  States,  uid  oertoliily,  he  {h«i|^  not  fbr 
the  better. 

Mr.  BsBsmr  said  thal^  as  he  understood  the 
bill  at  present,  this  was  a  d<»atLffia  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  of  a  apaati^  ot  land,  the  value  of 
which  had  not  oeen  stated  to  the  Senate.  Ha 
wished  to  inqnln  Uie  valne  tt  the  land  which 
it  was  now  pKipoaed  to  Mve  snray ;  and,  also^ 
what  seenntf  Coagress  had,  that  it  would  be 
applied  to  the  ottjeets  eoBttmpIated  I  Until 
these  items  of  -infOTmation  were  obtained,  the 
Senate  were  legMating  in  the  dark,  and  were 
granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  a  pared  of  land, 
without  any  guarantee  that  it  would  be  devoted 
to  lud  the  construction  («f  the  road  in  question. 

Mr.  IIkndhixtks  remarked,  that  this  was  said 
to  be  a  donation ;  but  he  conudered  it  to  have 
been 'given  in  the  same  manner  as  the  land  in 
ud  of  the  canals ;  and  that  the  United  States 
would  giun  a  benefit  from  it,  in  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  contiguous  lands.  Li 
this  ease,  two  sections  deep  of  land  were  ^ven 
on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  while  all  the  land 
on  the  eastern  side  was  the  property,  still,  of 
the  United  States.  As  to  the  lands,  Uiey  were 
mostly  wild  lands,  and^  he  believed,  they  were 
in  the  market  at  the  minim  am  price  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents.  This  was  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  (^ve ;  but  be  would  refer 
the  gentleman  to  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  which  was  on  the  Secretary's  table. 
In  regiffd  to  the  guarantee  which  Oongreas 
woula  have  for  the  proper  application  of  these 
land&  it  existed  In  ute  good  faith  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  which,  he  thought,  might  be  consid- 
ered Bofflcient.  It  would  also  be  observed,  that 
the  land  was  granted  ayntds  for  the  piuposa 
of  aiding  the  road,  and  it  oowL  not  be  implied 
otherwise.  As  to  the  time  of  making  the  road, 
he  saw  no  obJectitA  to  limiting  the  State  In 
that  respect. 

Mr.  Ghandleb  s^d  that  the  project  was,  in 
his  view,  alt<^ether  inexpedient  and  improper. 
The  State  of  Ohio  contained  a  population  of 
800,000  souls,  and  yet  they  asked  for  assistance 
to  make  a  road ;  and  demanded*  of  Congress  to 
give  two  sections  of  land,  to  what  distance 
they  were  not  told.  Besides,  in  making  this 
grant,  the  oompany  was  not  restricted  from 
taxing  the  people  and  the  Oovemment,  by  tolls, 
althon^  OoDgr&a  was  to  make  the  road  for 
than.  He  thought  the  people  of  Ohio  were 
able  to  make  thdr  own  roads ;  and,  nnder  this 

Siinion,  he  should  move  to  It^  the  bUl  upon 
e  table.  He,  however,  withdrew  his  motttm. 
Mr.  Maoon  said,  that  the  State  of  Ohio,  he 
knew,  could  not  tax  the  public  lands  for  five 
years  after  tli^  wvn  sud;  and  gentloiMa 
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talked  of  thia,  h  tf  It  were  s  great  hai^p. 
Bat  it  alwaya  utpeared  to  him  to  be  s  benefit 
to  the  State,  rather  than  an  i^Jiiry.  It  vould 
^  the  Btate,  he  dion^t,  Tery  Utde  good  to 
tax  people  when  they  had  first  settled  in  a  wild 
oooDtiy,  and  when  the]r  had  nothing  to  pay 
taus  with.  It  was  soppoaed  that  Uie  State 
ooght  to  wait  until  thej  had  aerated  a  little 
aomethiog  together,  before  they  bcigan  to  tax 
them;  and  not  la^  a  tax  oi  poor  pe^e  in  the 
woods,  who  had  as  much  aa  tim-  ocmld  do  to 
ke^  body  and  aonl  together.  TbB  exemption 
from  taxatlmi  for  five  yeara,  aeemed  to  him  to 
bare  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
aa  it  had  Iwmight  in  pe<^  to  aetUe^  and  in 
that  waj  inoreaaed  the  popalation. 

After  a  oontinnation  of  the  debate  bj  Ueaara. 
WooDBmnr,  Habsimv,  Ooaxdimm,  Johkios  of 
Kentoo^,  Suth  cf  Maryland,  Houoa,  and 
BuoAUBi,  the  amendment  waa  adopted,  19  to 
whoi  the  bill  waa  (ffdered  to  be  fingmaend 
for  a  third  reading. 


Tdmdjlt,  March  1. 
Ths  Vnited  Statet,  Oeorffia,  and  tht  Oreek 
Indiemt, 

Mr.  Bkhtok,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 


pUacw,  18*7. 


the  Ifoflsage  of  the  Preaident  <tf  the  United 
States,  of  the  6th  FebroaiT-,  in  relation  to  th» 
differences  between  the  United  Statea  and 
Oeorgia,  mads  a  loDg  report;  which  was 
read. 

The  report  ocmclndes  with  the  following  r««- 
olntion: 

Atofvtc^  That  the  Prerident  of  the  Uidt«d  States 
be,  TMpeetfliMy,  leqmsted  to  ctnitliHW  his  exettiODi 
to  obt^  from  the  Crsek  lodtans  a  willnmikhnifirt 
of  any  ataiB  to  lands  within  the  BBila  of  Qeorgb. 


The  reaolntion  accompanying  report  <^ 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Georgia  difficul- 
ties,  was  taken  np,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Vioi  Pbkbident  then  said  that  he  roea 
In  pursnance  of  a  notice  ^v&t  yeatwday,  and 
bavrng  offered  the  Senwtors  his  best  wi^ea  for 
a  safe  and  hsapj  return  to  thdr  homes^  retired 
from  the  chair, 

Ifr.  Bbll,  fhnn  tiie  committee  to  w^  on 
the  Prerident,  reported  that  he  had  do  ftirther 
commnnicatim  to  make  to  the  Senate, 

On  motion,  the  Soiate  then  a^loomed,  «tM 


Digitized  by  Google 


 D&BATE8  OP  OOWOBasa.  S45 


NINEIEEm  C01f6IlESS.-SEC0ND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


IfomuT,  Deoember  4,  ISM. 

At  tvelve  oVIock  the  Hoiue  vas  called  to 
order,  by  Hon.  John  "W.  Tatloe,  of  New  York, 
^>eaker  <if  the  Hoase.  The  roll  being  called 
over  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  (Mattiisw  St. 
CuiB  Clakke,  Esq.,)  one  hondred  and  seven- 
ty-eight Representatives  and  three  Delegates 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  usual  message  having  been  interchanged 
with  the  Senate,  a  committee  was  ordered  to 
be  appointed,  jointly  with  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  wiut 
on  Uie  President,  and  announce  to  him  the  or- 
ganization of  the  two  HoBsea. 

TussDAT,  December  8. 

Kr.  Latrsop,  from  the  Joint  Committee  tip- 
pconted  to  w^t  <hl  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  inform  him  diat  two  Hooms 
vera  hi  leanon,  and  ready  to  receive  any  oom- 
mnmeation  he  might  be  pleaved  to  make^  re- 
parted  that  they  had  attended  to  datj  as- 
aiffned  thera,  and  that  the  Premdent  had  re- 
plied that  he  would  send  a  commonication  to 
both  Hotues  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 

A  Message,  with  accompanying  docoments, 
was  then  received  from  the  Preudoit,  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  JoHir  Adams,  his  private  secre- 
tary ,and  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  [For 
Message,  see  Senate  Proceedings,  p.  266.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Latubop,  the  Message  and 
docoments  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hoose,  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  ^  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 
for  the  we  of  the  members. 


MosMT,  Deoembw  16. 
^igraUon  of  IiuUtmt. 
A  resolntion  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr,  Mcl^ijr, 
of  Ohio,  on  the  15th  instant,  was  taken  up,  and 
read,  as  follows : 

**  Satolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  coBUwawat*  to  this  Home  any  iafiKmation  in 


his  department,  not  heretofore  oommimteated,  fat 
relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  several  Indian 
tribes,  within  the  Uoitcd  States,  to  emigrate  west  of 
the  Hlsaissipi^ ;  and  whether  there  are  any  obstacles 
to  their  removal,  known  to  the  department ;  and.  If 
so,  bis  opinion  as  to  the  nwtliod  beat  calcnlated  to 
overcome  them ;  and  whether  the  teadwii  of  aohooli 
now  in  operation  among  them,  are  &voraUe  to  the 
policy  of  their  removal ;  and  whether,  in  the  event 
of  an  ajmopriaUoQ  being  made  to  defray  the  e» 
pense  of  such  removal  and  aettiement,  there  are  any 
reasons  to  aathorize  the  belief  that  they  will  co- 
operate la  the  measare." 

Mr.  Ynmnr  morcd  to  ainendf  by  addlag  tha 

following: 

"  Also,  any  Infomatlon  showing  the  progress  any 
of  Said  tribes  have  made  in  civilization,  and  partic- 
ularly in  the  art  of  agricolture ;  what  tribes  have 
manifested  a  disposition  to  emigrate,  and  what,  if 
any,  are  unwilling  to  do  so,  and  their  objectionB 
ft^nst  the  measure :  whether  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  tdtuation  of  the  country  to 
which  they  are  to  be  removed;  and  to  what  partie- 
nlar  ^strict  or  dstriets  of  eotmtry  west  of  the  JU^ 
risrippl,  tbey  on^t,  In  Us  opinion,  to  be  remored: 
whether  they  are  irilling  to  abandon  the  chase,  and 
depend,  for  their  sobastenoe,  upon  the  pursidl  of 
^pnoulture,  and  the  arts  of  civilised  life ;  wbetlier 
they  have  been  made  cleariy  to  understand  the  na- 
ture and  form  of  the  Government  pnmosed  to  be 
instituted  over  them ;  whether  the  chien,  bead-tnen, 
and  people,  of  the  tribes,  are  wilUng  to  dissolve  their 
existing  political  relations;  whether  they  are  wUI> 
ing  tfie  United  Sutes  should  create  a  Government 
over,  and  make  laws  for  them ;  whether  they  are 
willing  to  change  the  tenure  of  their  Unds,  and  bold 
them  In  severaUy ;  whether  the  tribes  west  of  the 
Utssissippi  are  willing  the  Indians  In  the  States  and 
Territories  diould  be  concentrated  In  their  country ; 
whether  they  are  advised  of  the  intenUons  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Government,  and  are  also  willing  to 
come  into  its  measures ;  whether  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  believe  the  Indians  now  In  the  States  and 
Territories  wilt,  upon  removal,  be  able  to  provide  for 
themricives  the  means  of  subsistence,  without  the  aid 
of  the  Government ;  the  fwobable  annual  expenaa 
of  the  neeeaMry  foppHas  of  food,  and  the  imbar 
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of  years  Bucb  aid  would  be  required ;  the  probable 
annual  expense  of  edncatlog  their  childieu,  uid  of 
the  ossiatanoe  and  inatrootion  necessary  to  be  giren 
them  in  agriculture  and  the  artsj  with  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  annual  expense  of  the  GoTemment 
proposed  to  be  instituted  over  them,  and  of  the  miU 
vary  fbrce  necessary  for  the  waaerratlon  of  peace 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws?* 

Ur.  UdLuir  iraa  as  derirons  of  otttamlog 
OTery  kind  of  information,  having  the  zemotest 
hearing  on  this  subject,  as  on^r  gentleman  in 
the  Hoase ;  nor  was  it  his  wish  to  impede  the 
inqnirr  asked  hr  the  gentleman  from  Ohio :  at 
fhe  same  time,  be  wonld  greatly  prefer  having 
the  propositicHis  of  the  gentleman,  now  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  made  the  subject  of  on 
original  and  independent  resolntion.  The  gen- 
tleman conld  not  bnt  be  aware,  and  so  mnst  the 
Eoose  be,,  generally,  Uiat  mnch,  nay,  tiio  far 

r later  part,  of  the  information  desired  is  not 
possession  of  the  Department,  and,  of  course, 
cannot  be  communicated.  As  to  many  of  the 
points,  every  gentleman  in  the  House  was,  prob- 
flhly,aawellinformedaathe Department;  they 
certainly  poasaaaed  the  same  opportunity  to  be- 
come sa  The  resolntirai,  as  originally  pre- 
■ented,  contained  anffioient  inquiry  to  put  Oon- 
gresB  m  poaaoiiwi  of  all  that  was  necessary  to 
enable  tnam  to  judge  whether  any,  and  what, 
legislation  was  reqairite.  The  gentleman  bom 
Ohio  calls  for  a  general  history  of  the  conntry, 
and  of  the  Indian  trlb«i ;  the  military  force  re- 
quired to  guard  it,  and  the  total  expense  of 
gathering,  preserving,  and  maintaining  the 
Ixibea,  yfhm  remoreoL  There  was,  surely,  no 
need  of  appending  an  inquiry  of  this  exteqt  to 
the  simple  proposition  he  had  offered  to  the 
House.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  amendment, 
and  let  the  oti^jnal  resolation  be  passed  by  the 
HoQse. 

lb.  Owsur*  of  Alabama,  thought  that  fhe 
IH'(^>osiUon8  included  in  the  omendment^ere 
■•o  nameroos  and  so  ^verufied,  that  the  House 
■could  BoutJ^y  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  to 
vote  vpmi  them  at  this  time.  The  subject 
would,  ere  long,  come  officially  heton  the 
House,  when  they  would  he  called  to  act  on 
it  with  deliberation.  The  amendment  was  oal- 
cnlated  to  draw  on  a  diacnssion,  in  which  the 
merits  of  the  general  question  would  unavoida- 
bly be  mixed  up.  He  wished  to  avoid  that  dis- 
onssion ;  and  he,  therefore,  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment,  for  the  present  upon  the  table. 

The  Chair  decided  that  tnia  course  would  not 
be  in  order ;  if  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  the  original  re8olnU<m  most  he  alsa 

On  motioa  of  Hr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio,  the  res- 
(^ntion  of  Hr.  HcIaan,  with  Hr.  YiirroN'a 
amoidment  thereto,  were  both  lud  oa  the  taUe. 

Quapa»  Indiam. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Hr.  Vnr- 
TON,  on  tlie  1 5th  instant,  was  token  up  and  read, 
AS  follows ; 

■.  **JBMajMd;ihKttheaeci«tax70fWarbediieeted 


[BiiiiBMi,  mg. 

to  oommnnicate  to  this  Honae  Iho  instmetioQfl  to 
the  conuniaaioners  for  negotiating  with  the  Quapaw 
nation  of  Indians  the  treaty  of  the  16th  November, 
1824;  also,  any  correnNHidence  or  other  informal 
tion  in  the  posseadon  of  the  War  Department,  tonoh- 
ing  the  present  condition  of  said  nwon  (tf'IncUatia; 
and  tlie  measures,  If  any,  that  have  been  talua  to 
alleviate  their  distresses." 

Hr.  YnrroN  then  went  somewhat  at  large 
into  A  fitatement  of  what  he  understood  (main- 
ly from  the  pnblio  |alnts)  to  be  the  present  dis- 
tressed conditirai  ot  ibe  QoKa&vr  tribe,  who 
were  in  presring  need  of  food,  and  in  danger, 
many  o£^  them^  of  perishing,  if  aid  was  not 
Epeedily  administered.  In  reply  to  a  remark, 
that  a  call  like  that  he  had  offered  was  unpre- 
cedented, he  referred  to  an  inquiry,  Tery  tomi- 
lar,  ordered  by  the  Honse  last  aee^on,  in  regard 
to  the  Honda  Indians;  and  of  snob  importance 
was  that  inquiry,  that  the  liiformation  it  elic- 
ited, had  resulted  in  the  appropriation  of  $20,- 
000  for  the  relief  of  that  unhappy  tribe,  and 
had  doubtless  sav^  many  of  them  fhnn  an  un- 
timely grave.  It  was  possible  that  the  present 
inquiry,  if  asreed  to  by  the  Honse,  might  iSBoe 
in  a  similar  desirable  result 

Hr.  CoKWAT,  of  Arkansas,  s^d,  that  fhe  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  waa  certainly  premature  In 
censuring  the  oflSoera  cf  Government,  in  Ar- 
kansas, before  he  knows  that  they  have  tran- 
scended, their  powers,  or  violated  the  instnio- 
tions  which  they  may  have  received  from  the 
Government,  in  relation  to  the  Qaapaw  Indi- 
ans, The  treaty  to  which  the  gentleman  refers, 
(said  Mr.  0.,)  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Territory,  while  acting  as  Governor — was 
ratified  by  tiie  proper  authoritieB,  and  an 
propriation  was  made  by  Congress  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  That  appropriation,  and  instmc- 
tions  to  apply  it  to  the  ohject  for  which  it  waa 
intended,  were  placed  in  tne  hands  of  Govern- 
or Izard,  and,  Z  presume,  the  provirions  piir< 
chased  for  the  use  of  the  Qoapaws,  last  Bump 
mer,  wore  paid  fbr  oat  of  that  aam.  What  Uw 
iustmoti(nifl  to  the  Gommlsdoner  ^r.  Critten- 
den) have  to  do  with  tiie  enfifertegs  at  the  Qna- 
pawB,  I  cannot  conceive,  ffis  conduct  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Government,  and  I  bore  nev- 
er heard  of  his  being  censured  In  any  other 
quarter.  The  Governor,  too,  has,  I  have  do 
doubt,  dischai^ed  his  duties  faithfblly ;  and  I 
must  beg  the  gentleman  fhsm  Ohio  to  suspend 
the  sentence  which  he  seems  disposed  to  paaa 
upon  those  officers,  nntil  his  call  is  answered, 
when  he  will  find  that  there  is  nothing  in  their 
condnct  to  disapprove.  With  these  remarki 
in  defence  of  the  officers  implicated,  I  am  will- 
ing for  the  resolution  to  pass. 

H.  Oooxz  8^  in  ezjuanaUon,  that  he  had 
not  the  least  intension  to  prevent  the  Inmiiiy 
as  to  the  anfforinga  of  these  IniUatts,  and  their 
needi^relirf;  but  the  resolntion  covered  mndh 
wider  grounds ;  it  called,  for  the  Presidrat's 
instructions,  given  two  years  «nce,  to  the  Oom- 
miasionera  appointed  to  negotiate  the  treaty. 
For  thia  be  could  aee  no  possible  necea^; 
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the  tnsfy  had  been  exeented;  if  the  gentlenian 
vonld  modify  his  reaolntion,  so  as  to  omit  this 
pert  of  it,  he  vodd  willia^r  vote  fbr  all  the 
reridne.  As  to  providing  r^ef  for  these  Indi- 
ans, if  required,  no  one  woald  be  more  ready 
thsa  himself  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  strike  out  the  claose  which 
went  to  ask  for  these  instractiona,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed — ayes  64,  noes  44. 

The  resoluUoD,  as  amended,  waa  then  agreed 
to  by  the  Honae. 

VxDHESnAT,  December  90. 
^leroaehmmt  on  Ohoetaw  Land$. 
A  resolntion  moved  by  Mr.  Haile,  yester- 
day, and  laid  on  the  table  for  consideration, 
was  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows : 

"  Retolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  any  iuformatioa  in 
Ufl  possesaioa,  as  to  the  number  of  white  persons 
who  have  encroached  upon  the  lands  granted  to 
the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  In  Arkansas,  in  lieu 
of  a  part  of  their  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States 
on  this  side  of  the  Uissisdppi ;  and  also  to  state 
to  this  House,  whether  the  Indians  have  remon- 
strated aninst  this  encroachment,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  and  whether  the  Indians  consider 
tb^  lands  west  of  the  MisslBripil  Biter,  as  granted 
to  them  fiv  ever." 

Kr.  GoNWAT  moved  to  amend  the  resolation, 
"hj  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  Bewlvedy  and 
meerting  as  follows : 

*■  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  directed  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  any  Information  in  his  pos- 
session, as  to  the  number  of  white  persona  Urin?  on 
the  Choctaw  lands  in  Arkansas,  the  period  at  which 
said  persons  settled  on  snch  lands,  whether  before 
or  subsequent  to  the  treaty  made  with  said  Indians, 
at  Doak's  Stand,  in  1820 ;  the  extent  of  the  improve- 
ments made  by  aaid  settlers  prior  to  s^d  treaty ; 
the  quBotity  of  land  claimed  by  the  Choetaws  vest 
of  the  Wsnsdpid;  and  how  moeh  of  ssld  land  lies 
In  Arkansas,  tbe  number  of  the  Choetaws  living  on 
said  land  J  and  whether  the  Choetaws  in  the  State 
of  Miadssippi  hare,  at  any  time,  mamifestod  a  desire 
to  emigrate  to  tbctr  western  lands ;  and,  if  BO,  what 
has  prevented  their  remove :  and,  also,  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  a  copy  of  ui  order  i&nncd  by 
tbe  Seeretaiy  of  War,  on  the  Ifith  December,  1818, 
In  relation  to  settlers  on  the  lands  now  ehtimed  by 
the  Choetaws,  west  of  the  MsslBrippi:  and  any  re- 
monsttenoe  wliich  the  Choetaws  may  have  made  in 
relation  to  tbe  onCKMohments  of  Uie  wUles  upon 
their  huids." 

Mr.  Haius  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  a 
anhstitute  for  his  resolution.  Distinct  inqairi^ 
he  said,  were  sought  for  in  his  resolution,  that 
were  not  embraced  in  the  sabstitute  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas.  He  wished  his 
resoiutioii  to  pass  In  its  present  shape.  It  was 
with  reluctance  he  appeared  before  the  House 
to  BDSttf  n  the  resolutaon  now  under  oonsidera- 
iMm.  But  the  interest  of  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  imperiously  demanded 
ba  should  vincUoate  its  rights.  Mr.  H.  stated, 
he  had  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  peo- 
^  (d  Arkansas,  farther  than  duty  impoeed  the 
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necessity  upon  bim.  The  snttjeots  (tf  Inqid- 
ry  embraced  in  the  reaction  (s^d  he)  ana 
oalonlated  to  awaken  public  attention,  and 
ought  to  elicit  tihe  feelings  of  this  House.  It 
is  rumored  that  the  whites  have  encroaohed 
upon  the  Obootaw  lands  in  Arkansas  ;  infor- 
mation is  sought  for  on  this  subject  The  Gov- 
ernment shomd  interfere  to  protect  the  Indians 
from  ftirther  moroadhment.  It  may  be  asked, 
What  has  the  State  of  IGssis^ppi  to  do  in  the 
affairs  of  Arkapsast  What  right  has  she  to  In- 
terfere in  this  businesst  The  answer  is  plaiiL 
and  will  dearly  convince  every  nnpr^ndioed 
pMwm  that  these  enorDaohmentB  ndlmte  i^^nst 
her  Tights.  Tbe  removal  (tf  tin  Indians  frott 
her  chartered  limits  Is  retarded.  The  persons 
lately  authorixed  to  hold  treaties  with  die  In- 
dians within  her  limits,  I  understand,  hare 
failed  to  make  a  purchase,  I  am  nnable  to  dls- 
oover  the  causes  tbat  produced  this  fidlnre— 
a  failure  deeply  regretted  by  every  citizen  <rf 
that  State.  It  must,  therefore,  be  evident  to 
this  House,  that  any  encroachment  upon  the 
Ohoctaw  lands,  west  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
must  be  oolculated  to  retard  the  removal  <a 
those  Indians.  A  country  was  g^ven  to  theee 
Indians  as  an  equivalent  for  the  cession  of  their 
lands  to  the  United  States,  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  Biver.  That  country  waspointed 
out  to  tliem  by  Qwterala  Jackson  and  E^ida  ai 
desirable,  and  one  that  th^  eonld  guarantee  to 
them  forever  by  treaty.  If  a  treaty  has  been 
entered  into  with  tiiese  InAans,  it  ought  to  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  covenant  has  been  entered  inte^ 
it  ought  to  be  religiously  kept.  Treaties  be- 
tween nations  ought  to  be  sacred.  Nothing, 
siud  Mr.  H.,  will  add  so  great  a  glory  to  this 
Republic,  as  an  inviolable  fidelity  in  our  en- 
gagements with  the  Indians.  Sir,  sdd  Mr.  H., 
it  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  concen- 
trate, OS  fast  03  she  can,  her  white  population ; 
to  remove  the  Indian  tribes,  for  their  preserva- 
tion, west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  establi^ 
some  form  of  government  over  them.  Bat  can 
thoGemeral  GovmunoitexpeotthatthelndiattB^ 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Ifia- 
slssipp!,  will  remove  west  of  the  liver  IHs- 
sissippi,  unless  they  are  convinced  that  Ao 
country  already  assigned  them  will  be  gna^ 
anteed,  and  that  they  vUl  be  protected 
from  intrusion  t  If  these  encroachments  are 
permitted,  the  Indians  will  be  fastened  upon  ua 
without  the  b<^  of  removol.  If  they  are  en- 
croached npon  on  the  west  bank,  and  a  surren- 
der of  the  lands  which  have  been  granted  to 
them  demanded  by  the  United  States ;  if,  in- 
stead of  mee^g  with  protection,  they  meet 
with  aggression;  they  will  never  remove. 
They  wUl  never  abandon  their  possessiwia  on 
this  side  of  the  Mieelseippi.  Who  will  sow,  if 
anotiierietooome  and  reap  Ibe  harvest  I  What 
oould  influence  any  man  to  emigrate,  if  be  is 
told  bis  reridenoe  will  be  temporary,  and  that 
another  will  inevitably  dispossen  hbn  of  his 
right?  These  things  have  had  their  inflaence 
wuhthe  Indians,  and  nodonbt  many  havabeaa 
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detored  from  remoTing  to  the  West.  'Mi.  H. 
Itated,  ia  oondosion,  that  no  State  saiFered  bo 
much  incoQvenienoe  from  Indian  tribes,  within 
their  chartered  limits,  as  the  State  of  Uissis- 
appi.  Any  causes,  whatever,  that  operate  to 
retard  the  removal  of  these  Indians,  and  pre- 
vent the  acqtusitlon  of  their  lands,  are  ii^onoos 
to  her  prosperity  and  advancement. 

Hr.  OoNWAT  said  he  offered  this  amendment 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  lUssis- 
a^if  not  for  the  pnrpoae  of  defining  his  ob- 
Jeot  in  makii^  the  call,  hut  for*  the  purpose  of 
«dning  information  on  some  ptnnts  not  named 
m  the  OTi^nal  reacdatlon.  It  is  tme,  as  the 
l^entJlemaa  states,  that  the  State  of  Hissisdppi 
IS  interested  in  Has  snlgeot;  for  H  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  Delegation  in  Oongress  from 
that  Btatej  that  a  tract  of  country,  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  large,  he  believed,  as  the  State 
of  Mississippi  itse^  was  ceded  to  the  Choctaws 
by  the  treaty  of  1820.  On  tiie  lands  ceded  by 
that  treaty,  there  were  settled  prior  to.  the 
treaty,  by  the  implied  permission  of  the  late 
Preaident  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
he  could  TOcollect,  about  three  hundred  and 
■eventy-five  families,  who  oertidnly  were  not 
trespanen  upon  the  rights  of  the  Ghoetaws; 
>BC«ue  they  settled  on  the  lands  prevloas  to 
the  treaty.  When  it  was  made  known  to  the 
people  a£  Arkansas  that  the  treaty  of  1820 
ceded  lands  to  the  Indians,  inhabited  by  oar 
citizens,  they  petitioned  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  repurchase  those  lands;  and 
an  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  to  en- 
able him  to  comply  with  their  wi^es.  In  the 
negotiation  with  uie  Indians,  it  was  found  that 
they  were  willing  to  sell  only  a  part  of  the 
lands ;  leaving,  he  believed,  about  four  and  a 
half  millions  of  acres  of  Indian  lands  still  in  the 
Territory,  on  which  there  are  two  or  three 
thousand  oitizens,  who  were  wdered  by  the 
Seavtary  of  War  to  leare  the  lands ;  bat  who, 
by  pemuaBion  of  the  Indiana,  eontiiaue  to  oc- 
cupy th^improrements.  The  iDcUans  allowed 
them  to  Temain  as  tenants,  saying  that,  when 
tbej  nwved  over  to  their  lands,  they  should 
want  com,  and  the  pet^e  of  Arkansas  could 
make  it  for  them.  There  is,  at  this  time,  be- 
fore the  Oommittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  a  sub- 
ject connected  with  this,  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee wants  information,  and  which  informa- 
tion is  called  for  by  the  proposed  amendment. 
After  this  explanation  of  my  object,  in  propos- 
ing the  amendment,  (said  Kr.  0.,)  I  hope  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  will  accept  of  it  as 
a  modification  of  his  own  resolution.  The  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  have  no  desire  to  vudMe  the 
treaty  with  the  Ohoctaws.  They  ooon^ed  the 
country  before  it  belonged  to  those  LatUans, 
and  have  not,  since  the  ^eaty  was  made,  to  my 
knowledge,  encroached  upon  ^e  Indians. 

Mr.  Hails  finally  modified  his  rescdutiOT,  by 
appending  thereto  the  amradment  proposed  by 
Mr,  ComrxT. 

Mr.  Woods  then  proposed  to  amend  that  part 

the  modified  rewdation,  wfaioh  oounsted  oi 


the  part  cwiginally  proposed  by!lbr.  €1<wwat» 
by  inserting  after  the  words,  "What  has  pre- 
vented their  removal,"  the  words,  "  and  wheth- 
er they  are  at  this  time  willing  to  emigrate." 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  resolution,  as  tbus  modified  and 
amended,  was  sdtqited     the  House. 

Georgia  Militia  ClaimM, 

Mr.  Yanox,  Chairman  of  the  Ownmittee  on. 
Military  Affain,  acting  tmder  the  order  of  the 
committee,  moTOd  to  disohazige  that  odwunit- 
tee  from  the  farther  eoaAdenSaaa  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Georgia  Militia  Oluma,  and  to  TeSa 
it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  DsATTOK  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  Bubstitntlng  the  Committee  of  Claims  for  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  asked  for  the  reasons  which 
hod  induced  the  Military  Committee  to  direct 
such  a  motion  to  be  made. 

Mr.  y  ANOK  replied,  that  the  mun  reason  was, 
that  the  subject  of  those  cliums  was  not  one  of 
which  that  committee  properly  had  cognizance. 
When  this  matter  had  been  referred  to  them, 
at  a  former  session,  the  committee  made  the 
same  objection ;  but  the  inquiry  had  been,  nev- 
ertheless, put  upon  them,  in  express  violation, 
as  he  ^prehended,  of  a  standing  rule  of  the 
House,  which  rule  he  would  send  to  the  Cluur, 
that  it  might  be  read  at  the  CSerk's  table.  The 
rule  is  as  follows ; 

"It  flhtn  b«  the  duty  of  tbo  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary AffiuTS  to  take  Into  coanderatioo  all  sutgeets 
relatiog  to  the  Military  Establishmeat  and  |mbUc 
defence,  which  may  be  referred  to  tbcm  by  the 
House,  and  to  report  tlielr  oiNnion  thereupon;  end 
also  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  measaraa  aa 
may  conmbute  to  economy  and  aocoontabiUty  la 
the  said  establishmeDt.'' 

Mr.  FoBSTiB  hoped  tiiat  the  motion,  would 
not  prevail,  but  that  the  House  would  indst  on 

the  Military  Committee's  taking  cognizance  <^ 
this  subject,  and  reporting  on  it  to  the  House. 
At  the  last  session,  an  honorable  colleague  of 
his  had  moved  tliat  the  cliums  might  be  refer- 
red to  a  Select  Committee ;  bat  bis  motion  had 
been  refused,  and  on  the  express  ground,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  his 
place,  (Mr.  MoOoT,)  that  tbero  was  more  weight 
and  importance  attached  to  the  report  of  a 
Standing  Committee  of  the  House  than  to  that 
of  a  Select  Committee.  Beports  of  Select  Com- 
mittees were  almost  always  in  favor  of  the 
measure  which  was  referred  to  then>— Us 
friends  b^og  usnalW  placed  on  saoh  commit- 
tees. At  the  last  Congress  this  sul^eet  had 
been  referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and 
so,  too,  at  the  last  session  of  the  prraent  Con- 
gress, he  hoped  it  would  take  tiie  same  direo- 
tion.  All  tiuit  the  members  from  GeoTgia  de- 
sired, was  a  fair  and  impartial  report — such  as 
might  satisfy  the  mind  of  every  member. 

On  the  question  of  reference,  a  desultory  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Vakoe,  Dsattoh, 
and  HovsNN,  advocated  tbe  motion  to  difr; 
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ebargt  the  IfiliUrr  Oomniittee,  and  ICewn. 
Wusns,  McCoT,  WmrTutsiT,  and  Fobstth, 
took  the  c^poaite  side. 

The  members  of  the  Oommittee  on  HiUtarj 
Aflfflin  insisted  that  the  qaeation  on  which  t^e 
decision  of  the  claim  rested,  was  not  of  amUituy, 
bat  rather  of  a  legal  character.  It  waa,  in  fact, 
simply  this :  whether  the  serTfoes  in  question 
were  rendered  in  fQlfilment  of  tJie  Oonrention 
of  1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Oeoi^a,  or  not  If  th^  were,  that 
State  had  no  right  to  oometo  the  United  States 
for  reDHUwration ;  if  th^  were  not,  abe  had. 
The  hlstMT'  was  f^rm.  of  the  aermtl  refereBcei 

this  ml^eot  in  the  Honae,  fktnn  1808,  to  Uie 
presoit  time-— the  diamiBdon  of  it  in  1806  and 
1816,  and  ifor  tiie  last  eight  or  ten  jears.  In 
order  to  report  upon  it  nndemtandingly,  a  mass 
<^  documents  nrast  be  «amined,  extending 
back  to  the  year  1794 — a  taak  inc«e  suited  to  a 
Chancellor  than  to  a  plain  committee  of  mili- 
tary men.  The  consideration  of  saoh  a  anbject 
waa  plainly  ezdaded  from  the  standing  rule  of 
the  House  specifying  the  duties  of  the  Hilitarr 
CTommittee.  This  was  not  a  subject  which 
"  related  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
Unied  ^ates,  or  to  the  public  defence;"  Its 
dedricm  would  ndther  advance  nor  retard  the 
Interests  of  dther.  Its  h^pening  to  be  a  daim 
in  whidh  miUtary  oflioers  were  mterested,  did 
not  gin  a  military  eharaoter  to  the  nature  of 
the  claim  itself;  it  was  a  qnestim  ot  right— a 
qnesticm  of  law,  and  of  the  constmction  m  pub- 
ho  iostrumenta,  rather  than  of  niilitaty  matters. 
It  was,  in  all  respects,  a  fit  substitute  for  the 
Oommittee  of  Glslms,  or  rather  for  the  Oom- 
imttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended  that  it 
was  competent  to  the  House  to  send  a  particu- 
lar subject  to  any  committee  it  might  think 
proper,  and  that  such  act  superseded  the  stand- 
ing rule,  and  gave  the  committee  Ml  power, 
whatever  the  role  mif^t  say.  That  nmilar 
cliums  had  been  committed  to  the  UUitary 
Committee,  and  they  were  in  tlie  habit  of  r»- 
jiorting  on  them ;  and,  as  an  instance,  tiie  Maa- 
eachnsetta  daima  were  quoted.  That  commit- 
tee had  had  this  suttJect  three  diffSurent  times 
before  them,  and  must  be  well  aoquunted  with 
the  focts  and  principles  inTolved  in  it.  The 
Committee  of  Claims  were  already  oTerbnr- 
dened,  Ae. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  disohaiging  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  was  decided 
in  tin  neMtive.  Bo  Uie  subject  waa  continued 
with  the  Military  Committee. 


Thubsdat,  Decembo-  21. 
Jfamory  ^  DtemmdMBuAen. 
Mr,  Ukmun,  of  S^ntmsl^,  obaerred  that 
be  had  risen  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  he 
would  have  offered  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  Marion,  but  that  he,  with  others  of  bis 
edleagnes,  had  been  under  the  impreesioa  that 
it  waa  not  oostomKrj  fx  this  Hmse  to  adopt 


[a  orB. 

this  testimonial  of  reqwet  tar  such  of  its  ment- 
bers  as  departed  this  life  during  the  recess. 
Upon  inquiry,  however,  he  had  seoertained  that 
costom  did,  in  soma  instances,  sanction  the 
measure:  of  that  onatom  he  begged  leave  to 
avul  himself.  Mr.  M.  sdd  that,  in  submitting 
the  resolution  which  he  then  had  the  honor  to 
do,  for  the  couMderation  of  the  House,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  trespass  on  its  time  or  attention, 
by  an  attempted  emogy  on  the  diaracter  of  his 
late  distinguished  coUeague  and  much  respected 
fiiend,  then  no  more.  Woe  he,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  the  most  ample  weperatton,  to 
make  such  an  att«npt  be  waa  well  aware  of  Hba 
entire  inodeqaw^  m  his  powws  to  do  even 
partial  justice  to  an  individual,  whose  exalted 
puUio  and  private  worth  so  justly  ranked  htm 
among  the  most  meritorious  of  his  countrymen. 
Unprepared,  then,  as  I  am,  ^d  Mr.  M.,)  and 
unfitted  for  such  a  task,  and  doubting  tiie  pro- 
priety of  such  an  indulgence  here,  I  will  decline 
any  attempt  to  bring  iato  view,  and  exhibit 
before  you,  the  peoaliarly  bri^t  and  useful 
traits  of  character  of  that  onmentiy  worthy 
and  talented  patriot,  whose  voice  in  l>ehalf  of 
his  country  so  lately  gained  him  the  attention 
and  high  respect  of  the  Members  of  this  House. 
Let  it  be  suffident,  that,  though  the  dust  of 
RoBXBT  P.  HxHBT  now  doeps  with  that  of  his 
fathera,  he  atill  lives  in  the  hearts  ci  thousands 
and  tens  ot  thousands  cS  his  countrymen— of 
all,  and  greatly  more  than  dl,  of  those  who^  Uka 
me,  had  the  pleasure  of  Imowing  him  nencm- 
olly ;  and  that  I  respecti^d^r  aak  the  Members 
of  this  House  to  concur  witik  me  in  thisbnraUe) 
this  last  tribute  of  reelect  to  bis  memory. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  M.  it  was  then 

Staoktdj  MnaiAiu>iuI]f,  That  the  Kembers  of  tlils 
House  win  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Robert  F.  Henry,  lieceised,  lata  a  Hember  of  this 
House,  from  tho  State  of  Kentucky,  by  wearing 
crape  on  tiie  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Mr.  MoHattow  then  addressed  the  House  aa 

fiollows: 

Mr,  SpecJaer:  I  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
House,  dmUar  to  the  onejustofered,  expressive 
of  the  respect  of  the  MMnbers  of  this  body  for 
the  memory  of  Cokmel  Jakbs  Johnson,  late 
one  of  the  Bepresentatives  of  Kentucky.  He 
was  no  ordinary  man.  His  amiable  manners, 
his  mild  aod  benevolent  dispontion,  his  sound 
sense,  and  untiring  devotion  to  his  legialatire 
duties  while  here,  has  made  a  lasting  impreesioa 
on  all  who  knew  him.  In  peace,  he  was  a 
good  citizen;  in  war,  a  brave  and  effioant 
soldier.  At  the  battle  of  the  river  Thames,  it 
was  his  fortune  to  obtofai,  by  his  oonrage  and 
good  omduot,  a  ftme  as  durable  as  time  itselt 
He  is  now  gone.  AU  that  is  left  is  the  recol- 
lection of  his  lirtues.  His  remidns  are  in  the 
silent  grave;  hut  patiiotism  and  all  the  manly 
virtues  linger  at  its  voive,  and  pay  the  tribute 
ot  a  tear  to  his  departed  worth. 

[Mr.  Mbtoalfx  explained  the  reason  why  he 
bad  not  included  his  late  ooileagne,  and  most 
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estimable  frieod,  in  the  resolution  whicb  fae  hod 
offered,  and  la  the  remarks  which  he  bad  made 
iu  relation  to  B.  F,  Hbnbt.  It  was  beostue  of 
the  opinion  which,  he  understood,  had  been  ex- 
pressed, that  a  resolutioa  in  reference  to  GoL 
jAiaa  JoHNsoH  would  come  more  apinvpriately 
from  his  respectable  snooessor.  It  would  liave 
oiTorded  him  great  pleasure  to  aooept  his  name 
in  the  resolotion,  end  Include  him  in  the  remarks 
whioh  he  had  made,  if  that  course  had  been  ad- 
visable or  proper.  That  not  being  the  case,  be 
slioold  be  happy  to  vote  few  tiie  proportion  in 
the  jflmn  <it  a  sepaimte  rMolntifHi.] 
On  motion  of  Ifo.  IfoH.  it  was  Hbai 
JtMoAM^wutMRowfy,  That  the  Hembers  of  tUi 
House  win  testify  th^  respeet  ftw  the  memory  of 
James  Johnson,  deceased,  late  a  Member  of  this 
House,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  wearing  ompe 
on  the  left  am  for  one  moDth, 

On  motion  of  lb.  Ibixn^  of  Pemugrlmilai  ft 
was  also 

JtMotved,  unanimovtljf.  That  the  Vembers  of  this 
House  wQi  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Henrj  F.  Wilson,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  ftom  the  fitate  of  Fenn^mnb,  by  wearing 
erape  on  the  kft  arm  for  one  month, 

TmsDAT,  December  26. 
Wettem  Armorjf. 
Mr.  KoHattoh  moTod  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  following  reso- 
lotion : 

**  Reaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  hiatructed 
to  appoint  three  CommisrionerB  to  aurve;  and  ex- 
amine the  Horae-Shoe  Bend,  upon  Uckine  River,  in 
the  county  of  Pendleton,  in  the  State  of  Kentuck;  ; 
and  if,  upon  sooh  survey  and  examination,  the  same 
shall  be  found  suitable,  to  authorixe  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  erected,  at  the 
Horse-Shoe  Bend  aforesud,  a  Kational  Armory,  dm- 
nar  to  those  already  erected  at  Springfield  and  Har> 
psr's  Ferry :  that  uey  report  the  some  to  the  See* 
xetary  of  War,  who  snail,  early  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  zepwt  the  some  to  this  Hone." 
The  Hoose  determined  to  confer  the  reso- 

httiOD. 

Mr.  MoHjLTTOir,  fai  siqniort  of  his  motion, 
said,  it  was  a  snbjeot  in  which  his  omutitnents 
felt  a  deep  interest.  I  am,  Mr  Speaker,  (sud 
Mr.  MoH.,)  litUe  aocnstomed  to  pablio  speaking, 
in  a  deliberative  body ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  he 
allowed  the  privilege  of  explaining  the  great 
and  important  objects  I  have  in  view  in  the 
resolution  I  have  called  np.  It  is  to  arm,  when 
neeessity  requires  it,  the  mQitia,  which  is  the 
aatoral  snfegaard  of  our  liberties.  Yon  have, 
already,  in  pvt.  acted  ^pon  the  principles 
Thioh  I,  rir,  wish  to  see  extended :  yon  have 
estal^ahed  an  Armory  at  Springfield,  from 
whioh,  if  ooeodon  requires  tt^  you  mav  arm  the 
mihtia  of  the  North  and  East:  a  slnular  estab- 
lishment at  Harp«'a  Ferry,  Virginia,  guarantees 
to  the  IDddle  and  Southern  States  a  supply  of 
arms  when  necessary;  and.  It  seems  ^iretty 
geuersUy  agreed,  that  a  like  work  Is  required 
lo  tfao  West.  Hm  OQlr  (UffiooUgF  K  tha  spot 


where  it  b  to  he  eatabliBhed.  Dnrlng  the  We 
war,  the  difficulty  of  procmrinff  arms  waa 
greater  than  that  of  obtaining  soldiwe:  indeed, 
it  will  not  soon  be  forgotten,  that,  at  New 
Orleans,  the  American  troops  were  partly 
without  arms,  and  had  to  obtain  firom  the 
inhabitants  of  that  oily,  their  fewling  pieoe& 
Let  OS,  in  fhtnre,  have  it  in  our  power  to  arm 
onr  oitizena,  upon  all  emogencies.  Uy  predo- 
oeasor,  Ooi.  Jamea  Johnson,  introdaoed  a  resold 
tioa  to  establish  an  Annonr  vptm  the  Western 
wat^  at  a  plaoe  odled  the  Horse-Shoe  Bend, 
upon  Licking  Kver,  in  Pendleton  county,  Een- 
tw^ ;  and  I  will  h^  state,  that  his  knowledge 
of  wid»r  works,  together  with  his  meohaQicsl 
genius,  entitied  his  (pinions,  upon  sattfeets  of 
that  oharocter,  to  great  rospeot.  He  was  bravo 
and  magnanimoos  on  the  field  of  hatUe:  witli 
the  ohoioest  troops  of  Kentucky,  bims^  thMr 
commander,  he  made  a  charge  upon  the  British 
lines,  at  the  memorable  bame  o(  the  Thames, 
and  immortalized  himself  no  less  by  his  bravery, 
than  by  his  homamty  to  the  conquered  invin- 
oibles  of  Europe.  With  the  same  iodebtigable 
industry,  and  unremitting  attention,  he  advoca- 
ted, in  the  Oongress  <tf  the  United  States,  the 
establishment  «  an  Armory  at  that  place; 
and,  sir,  I  hesitate,  and  donbt  my  own  amlitiea 
to  do  this  subject  Justice,  whw  I  re0eot  that 
almost  the  last  intelligible  words  he  was  heard 
to  otter,  npui  hU  deKth-bed,  were,  to  have  an 
Armory  upon  Lidcing.  He  bad  this  matter  at 
heart,  and  felt  the  importance  of  It,  for  the 
beneflt  and  protection  of  the  West.  Yes,  Mr. 
Speaker;  when  we  reflect  upon  the  ritnation  of 
the  BoldierB  under  the  command  of  General 
Jackson,  at  the  battie  of  New  Orleans,  where 
part  of  the  troops  lacked  arms  to  protect  the 
city — ^when  *'  booty  and  beauty"  was  the  watch- 
word of  the  enemy,  then  it  was  that  we  saw 
oar  want  of  an  Aiinoiy  in  the  Testem  conn- 
try  ;  and,  althon^  ve  now  have  peace,  oar 
ri^ts  nu^  be  agttii  invaded,  and  yon  find 
it  absolnte^  necessary  to  have  an  Annoty 
established  somewhere  in  the  West.  And,  inas- 
much as  the  God  <^  Nature  rwulates  the 
atmoq>here  for  the  health  of  the  mbsbitants, 
and  the  ^x>d  of  the  body  politic,  so  It  seems  to 
me  that  nature  deigned  that  ^t,  namely,  tiie 
Horse-Shoe  Bend,  for  the  proposed  purpose. 
That  site  is  most  eli^bly  ntuated :  with  almost 
three  hundred  acres  of  level  land  within  the 
Bend;  with  deep  ravines  inside  of  sud  Bend, 
running  south  and  north,  until  witliin  one 
hnodr^  yards  of  uniting,  precisely  at  the  place 
where  the  canal  must  be  dug.  Independent  of 
that,  there  is  a  rich  futile  bottom,  on  both 
eidce  of  the  river,  wdl  adapted  for  coltivation, 
and  a  more  Balnbrions  coontiT  never  ^1  to  the 
lot  oi  man.  There  are  hiUs  heavily  timbered; 
Biut,  in  the  bowels  oi  the  earth,  in  the  vicinity, 
stone  ooal  and  iron  ore  is  to  be  hod ;  with  the 
advantages  of  the  navigation  of  the  said  r{v«r, 
only  twenty-six  miles  to  the  Ohio,  and  lost, 
only  ^ht  miles  to  the  same  river.  There  Is, 
■Ito^theadraitBgeof  stvigttisa|bytlw  HMo, 
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to  New  Orietna,  and  Ab  antidpated  benefits  of 
the  Ohio  Oanal,  toward*  Oana^  and  the  Lakes ; 
and,  if  it  become  neoessary  to  guard  either  of 
tiieae  points,  we  have  the  advantaBe  of  thoee 
flb«Bn».  It  is,  also,  ritnated  near  the  frontien 
of  three  States,  Eeotncky,  Ohio,  and  In^ana, 
vhere  matorlals  can  be  had  on  as  good  terms, 
and  of  as  good  qoali^,  as  at  anj  other  place  in 
the  United  States,  and  labor  is  as  oheu).  All 
tbeae  consideratuHis  ffiw^  Kentnoky  a  olnm  to  a 
National  Armorr  at  tUa  fjiTniible  ^  "What 
li  Eflntocky,  and  an  her  daimat  She  is 
the  danghter  <rf  the  and  patriotic  State  of 
Yirgioia.  She  did  not  tamiah  the  r^otatlon 
of  her  mother,  in  the  late  war,  bat  acquitted 
herself  with  hcmor,  and  gained  laorels  as  im- 
perishable as  time  itselt  Then,  as  onr  parent 
State,  Virginia,  has  been  first  served,  we  hope 
she  will  be  kind  to  her  legitimate  dangMen 
Kentucky,  and  extend  the  parental  hand  of 
friendship  to  otir  State,  who  stands,  I  hope, 
second  to  none  in  the  Union,  for  her  patriotism 
and  valor.  Let  some  attention,  thcmfore,  be 
given  to  her  claims,  and,  inasmuch  as  she  has 
been  a  dutifnl  child,  let  not  merit  go  unrewarded. 
Bos  KentQcky  been  nursed  t  No,  rir;  she  was 
never  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  mm,  bat  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  cradle  of  danger  and  diffi- 
fiolty.  In  her  infancy,  she  encountered  tlie 
lavage,  drove  him  from  the  foreat,  and  that,  too, 
with  the  loss  of  many  brave  dtizena.  And 
now,  she  os^s  for  an  Armory  npon  her  waters, 
in  which  all  the  people  of  these  United  States 
will  be  equally  benefited.  If  she  baa  an  eligible 
site,  will  she  be  denied?  I  hope  not.  And, 
Jtr.  Speaker,  were  yon,'  or  any  member  of  tills 
honorable  body,  to  vint  the  spot,  yon  wonld,  in 
my  opinion,  agree  with  me,  that  nature  formed 
it  for  the  express  purpose.  Uy  predecessor  hod 
it  levelled  and  surveyed,  by  Mr.  Macarty,  an 
accurate  mathematician ;  and  the  county  sur- 
Teyor  for  Scott  county,  Mr.  John  Ewing,  at  my 
request,  a  ftw  days  before  I  left  homes  examined 
the  aitoatlon,  and  both  i^ree  in  the  general 
opinion  that  Uposseases  promlnoit  advaatagee. 
Tnerefore,  all  lask  <^  the  House,  and  whiim  I 
fliink  they  will  grant  me.  Is  to  ha^  Eni^neers 
appointed  to  examine  it;  and  I  asktliiSHivorin 
iny  own  name,  in  the  name  of  my  oonatituents, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  good  people  of  these 
United  States. 

Mr.  MoH.  here  added  snndry  observations  on 
the  topograpliival  ^tuation  of  the  plaoe;  and 
oonclnded  by  i^n  urging  the  ad<q>tlon  ot  the 
resolation. 

Ur.  Gooxx  observed.  In  reply,  that  many  of 
the  gentleman's  observations  were  at  war  with 
the  lan^iage  of  his  resolution :  the  one  referring 
^e  subject  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  the 
diher  nving  it  in  charge  ot  the  Seeretaiy  oi 
Ww.  It  never  was  the  intention  of  Govnn- 
ment  to  erect  more  than  one  Annoty  in  the 
Vest;  and,  by  the  resolution,  as  It  now  stood, 
tA\  other  situations  which  might  lay  a  daim,  as 
Bultable,  for  the  Amfiory,  are  humbled,  at  the 
*et  of  tUa  '^Horaevhoe  Bend.** 


Ur.  HoHAnosr  said  it  had  been  ids  intentitm 
to  modify  his  resolnticm,  so  as  to  obviate  this 
objeoti<m.  He  begged  to  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneesee^  and  all  others,  that  he  bad  no 
wish  fw  exclufflve  tights :  his  constitoaits  did 
not  se^  them :  they  only  wished  that  equal 
justice  should  be  done  to  alL  He  had  no  ob- 
jections to  any  other  eiaminationa  that  gentie- 
man  might  propose,  or  any  other  gentleman. 
He  only  deau«d  to  be  plaoed  on  a  footing  of 
equality.  He  aeeoidiudy  modified  hia  reacdxt* 
tioo,  Boaatonadasfiulova: 

SMohw^niattbe  Oomnhtee  on  Military  Affaire 
be  instmeted  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  ai^ 
thori^^  the  Secretary  of  War  to  employ  one  or 
more  skilful  engineers  to  examine  the  Horae^boe 
Bend,  oo  Licking  River,  in  Fendletoa  county,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  to  report  on  the  fitness  of 
that  place  as  a  site  for  a  National  Armory,  Bimilar 
to  the  Armories  of  the  United  Statea  at  Springfield 
and  Harper^s  Ferry. 

Ur.  CocxK  then  stud,  that  many  remarks  he 
had  intended  to  moke,  were  superseded  by  the 
modification  which  the  gentleman  had  now 
made.  He  abo  bad  every  di^tosition  to  aocom-^ 
modate  the  wishee  of  others,  on  tiiia  aal^eot. 
It  was  far  the  interest  of  the  Union  at  luge^ 
that  every  spot,  having  pretennons  to  be  mwle 
the  rite  of  Buch  an  estabUshment,  should  be 
folly  and  impartially  examined.  As  to  the 
complaint  of  the  geotieman  from  Kentucky, 
that  the  Engineers  had  not  extended  their  ex- 
amination far  enough,  it  was,  nnqnestiooably, 
well  founded.  The  some  .complaints  hod  beea 
made  elsewhere.  A  large  section  of  the  country 
which  he  had  himself  the  honor  to  represent, 
was  in  precisely  the  same  situatioD.  Applica- 
tion had,  again  and  again,  been  made  to  the 
War  DefMurtmeDt,  to  nave  a  survey  made  of 
east  Tennessee  and  the  westarnpartofYi]^il^ 
with  a  view  to  tins  anl^eot ;  bat  it  has  not  yet 
been  dwe.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  take  in  good  part  an  amendment 
which  he  should  now  move,  viz.,  to  insert  in  the 
resolution  be  bad  offered,  the  words,  "  and  also 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  aa  &r  as 
the  folia  of  the  latter." 

Mr.  MoHatton  accepted  this  as  a  modiflootion 
of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  Mabblb  then  moved  a  fbrthw  amend* 
ment,  in  the  following  words : 

"  Also  the  Bite  on  the  Karrows,  at  Harpcth,  (as 
suggested  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Teib< 
nessec,)  on  the  Cumberiaod  lUver." 

Mr.  M.  said  the  Legislatare  of  Tennessee  faod- 
ofTered  as  a  gratuity  to  the  United  States,  soma 
ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  around 
the  spot  thnt  body  desired  to  be  mode  the  site 
of  the  contemplated  Armory^ ;  laud  aboundiug 
with  eveiT  reqairite  to  fit  it  for  anoh  a  use* 
She  offinred  more  mines,  moro  wood,  more  water, 
more  mecbaniopower,  then  any  of  her  oom^tt 
tors;  and  if  bo,  be  asked  that  her  claim  might 
be  attended  to.  For  himself^  he  hod  never  yet 
been  called  a  b^gar,  nor  should  he  now  place 
hlmeelf  in  such  an  attUode  before  tbaUoute. 
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What  he  uked,  and  all  lie  aaked,  was  JnsUoe 

merely. 

Hr.  Sboth,  of  Tirginia,  obeerred,  that  the 
resolntioii  to  which  these  Tarioos  ameodments 
were  proposed,  had  oome  very  anezpectedly 
into  the  House,  and  some  members  were  possi- 
bly taken  by  snrprise.  He  believed  there  were 
several  who  wished  to  iH'esent  to  the  House  the 
aigomenta  in  fiivor  of  sites  in  their  respeotiTe 
districts:  in  ord»  to  afford  to  gentlemw  so 
ritnated  aome  ftarther  opportunity  to  pmpan 
themselves,  he  moved  that  the  resdntion 
and  amendments  lie  for  Ihe  present  aptm  the 
table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  they  were  laid  on 
tiie  taUe  according^. 

i^M  Negroe*  tn  tA^  2>wfrief  of  C^Iumita. 

Ur.  Wabs  offered  the  following  resolntion : 

Retoivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  IMstrict  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  iDquiro  wbetber  there  be 
hi  force,  in  the  Mid  District,  &&]r  law  which  muthor- 
izes  the  Inprisouaent  of  tnj  free  man  of  color, 
bdng  a  eidscn  of  any  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
ade,  as  an  UDcldmed  slave,  for  jail  fees  and  other 
eha^^;  an4  If  so,  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediency 
of  repeding  Uw  same. 

Mr.  Wabd  Hud  he  was  hnpelled  no  lees  1^  a 
sense  of  duty  than  by  an  obligoUon  to  obey  the 
instmctions  of  the  citizens  of  the  connty  of 
West  Chester,  which  composed  a  part  of  the 
district  be  had  the  honor  to  represent.  It  will 
be  recollected,  ur,  (said  he,)  that  Gilbert  Horton, 
a  fi%e  man  of  color,  and  a  citizen  of  that  connty . 
and  of  the  State  of  Kew  York,  was  imprisoned 
some  time  during  the  last  snmme^  in  tnis  dty, 
nnder  an  old  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
was  adverUsed,  and  woold  hare  been  sold  aa  a 
slave  to  pay  his  jail  fees,  under  that  law,  (which 
tt  seems  now  forms  a  port  of  the  oode  of  this 
Dlstriot,)  Imt  for  the  pranpt  Inteifbrenoe  of  the 
dtteens  d  that  oonn^,  at  whose  adidtation  it 
beeame  tbe  snljeot  of  a  oorreqrandence  between 
ttie  Ezeontive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Executive  at  the  State  of  Kew  Yoric.  I  hold 
it,  dr.  to  be  the  daty  of  every  Bepresentative 
on  this  flow,  to  guard  and  protect  uie  rights  of 
the  dtizena  d  tiiis  Union,  so  far  as  those  rights 
may  come  witMn  the  antbority  del^ated  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution,  and  therafore  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  bringing 
tliis  subject  nnder  the  oonsiueration  of  this 
Hoose;  but  from  the  members  individually, 
I  crave  their  indulgence  whilst  I  offer  the  few 
observations  -which  force  themselves  on  my 
mind.  Whatever  the  law  is,  and  wherever  its 
wimn,  it  conld  only  have  been  intended  to 
taply  to  ftagiUve  davea;  any  other  ai^lioatioa 
m  it  would  bd  at  varianoe  with  the  aacred  con- 
stitntion  of  the  land,  and  Toid  in  itsel£  That 
it  is  nnoottstitntiond,  is  rhlaally,  if  not  ez- 
preedy  dedared  by  the  8d  article  and  2d 
section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  free  citizen 
cannot,  without  a  trial,  and  without  the  dlega- 
tiMi  of  a  orime,  be  ocmdenined  to  aenrtoide  lor 
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life.  The  section  referred  to  provides  that 
"  The  trid  of  all  crimes,  ezo^  in  easee  of  im- 
peachment, shdl  be  by  jury ;  and  such  trials 
shall  be  hdd  in  the  State  where  the  add  crimes 
shall  have  been  oomroitted;  but  when  not 
committed  within  any  State,  the  trid  shall  ba 
at  such  place  or  plaoea  aa  tm  Oangreoa  may  hj 
law  have  directed.'* 

The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  artidea  of  the  an>end- 
moits  ot  that  charter,  define  more  narticolariy 
the  absolute  rights  of  persona,  and  secure  to 
ev^  firee  ddzen,  whatever  maj  be  hia  eosa- 
pleziou,  the  right  of  persMul  aeenrity,  penonal 
liberty,  and  private  pn^>erty.  Hkm  '  artidea 
declare  as  follows : 

**  Aar.  4.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  bi 
thetr  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  elbcti,  agsfaiBt  oih 
reasonable  seances  and  sdsares,  sbsD  not  be  vio* 
lated;  and  nowarrants  shall  issue,  but  nptm probable 
cause,  supported  bj  oath  or  affirmatioo,  and  per- 
tienlany  deseritHog  the  pUce  to  be  searched,  and 
tbe  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

'*  Ab*.  6.  Ko  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for 
a  oairitd  or  otherwise  infiunoos  crime,  unless  oa  a 
presentment  or  Indictment  ol  a  Grand  Jmy,  except 
in  cases  aridng  In  the  land  or  naval  forces,  in  ue 
militia,  wlien  in  actual  service.  In  time  of  war  or 
public  danger;  nor  shall  anjr  pcnon  be  subject,  for 
the  same  offence,  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life 
or  limb ;  nor  shall  be  compelled.  In  an;  crimiDal  caw, 
to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  deprived  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  lev, 
nor  shdl  inlvate  property  be  taken  for  pabBc  use 
withoat  just  compensation. 

"  Aar.  6.  la  all  crimind  prosecutions,  the  aocosed 
shall  eqjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial 
by  an  ImparUal  Jury  of  thi  State  or  District  wherein 
the  crime  shall  liave  been  committed,  which  Dis- 
trict shall  have  been  raeviously  ascertained  by  law, 
and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  tbe 
accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witneasea 
against  him ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  ob> 
taining  witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  aa- 
ristance  of  counsel  for  his  defence." 

And,  sir,  by  the  fourth  arUde  and  aeeond 

section  uf  the  some  instmment,  it  will  be  aeen 
that  this  law  is  also  in  violation  of  State  Righta. 
The  words  of  the  constitution,  are :  '*  The  dli- 
zens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  ptivl- 
leges  and  immonitiea  of  dtizens  in  the  aeveral 
States." 

t  might  add,  that  the  oontinnanoe  of  audi  a 
law  in  that  portion  of  the  nation  eq>edany 
confided  to  the  ezeZums  jurisdiction  of  Congress, 
would  be  no  less  impolitic  than  adverse  to  tbe 
motives  which  conceded  this  Jurisdiction.  It 
waa  eertainly  never  intended,  that  the  little 
space 'of  ten  mOea  square  ahonld  be  the  gravtt 
of  ridita,  80  dearhr  defined  the  constitotion ; 
and  it  oottld  still  leaa  have  beui  ezpectedf  that 
the  wisdom  of  Craogresa  would  have  aoAnd  & 
law,  ao  unjust  in  its  <q>erBtion,  to  have  atained 
the  reocff^  of  h^  courts. 

That  its  oontinnanoe  would  be  impolitic,  la 
proved  by  its  reped  by  the  very  State  whidi 
eoacted  it,  ttoi  might  be  easily  exemplified,  in 
ani^poaing  the  State  of  JS^w  York  inlla^  m  a 
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ntallatorT-  measure,  to  reftase  to  ndreader  ftai- 
tive  dam  from  the  Diitriot.  Var,  dr,  toe 
Tiolatioa  of  a  right  is  the  aame,  vhether  nuide 
in  the  ftoe  of  low-f  cb:  under  uie  BMWtion  oe 
eotw  of  a  lav  Thdaling  the  Ibgna  Gharta  of  tite 

The  law,  sir,  Is  nqjnst,  because  the  imprison- 
ment  was  not  for  a  crltne  nor  for  a  debt ;  and, 
the  mere  circnmstance  of  his  not  being  chunied  as 
a  slave,  cotild  not  strip  the  free  man  of  color  of 
his  pririleges  as  a  citizen  of  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent State  of  New  York,  and  create  a  debt 
to  which  no  free  set  of  his  had  oontribated. 
Bat,  sir,  were  it  otherwise,  and  conld  a  denumd 
be  nused  agiunst  him  by  the  arbitrary-  turn  of 
the  Jidler^B  key,  I  ask,  and  I  ask  ii  emphatic- 
ally, what  civiAzed  comitirT,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  permits  the  sale  of^  the  person  of  the 
debtor,  to-  satisfy  the  rapacity  of  the  oreditorf 
None. 

Is  a  free  dtizen,  then,  because  his  color  hap- 
pens to  be  dark,  to  be  less  protected  by  the  laws 
than  the  poor  debtor,  in  the  fangs  of  a  merciless 
oreditor? 

Is  he  to  be  deprlTed  of  the  privily  of 
Tisiting  yoar  capital,  lest  some  tip  staff  ^onld 
plunge  him  into  a  dungeon,  to  spwiolate  on  his 
ubertiea,  or  to  bind  him  to  the  car  of  starery! 
"Would  not  snch  a  system  eqnally  place  in  jeo- 
pardy the  privileges  of  the  £ast  Indian  and  of 
the  i»tizens  of  many  nations  in  amity  with  this, 
as  the  pow  aon-suieken  onteasts  of  Africa! 
Shall  we  loiter  suffer  this  nnconstltaliaml, 
this  ^agrao^ol  offipring  of  poHey,  h>ng  since 
repQdiated  by  the  enlightened  and  htmorable 
State  of  Maryland,  to  cling,  as  an  excrescence, 
on  the  code  of  this  oar  District  ? 

The  jurispmdence  of  ^lis  District,  ur,  onght 
to  be  exhibited  to  this  country  and  to  the  world 
without  a  stain ;  its  object  should  be,  not  to 
oppress,  but  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  freemen ; 
and,  if  there  is  a  spot  on  ei^th  ^here  those 
rights  should  be  held  sacred,  that  }dace  is  the 
Distriot  of  Columbia. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  House  will  adopt  the 
lesolution,  and  that  it  will,  at  an  early  day,  com- 
mand tiie  serious  attention  of  the  committee. 

Hr.  Haili  moved  that  tJke  resolution  be  1^ 
on  1^  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  n^tived. 

Mr.  FoBsmi  sfud,  uutt  he  had  listened  with 
attention  to  the  address  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and,  if  the  position  t^en  by  him 
was  a  COTreot  one,  there  oonld  be  no  need  of 
the  inquiry  proposed  by  his  resolution.  He 
bad  set  out  with  declaring  that  no  snch  law  as 
that  referred  to  is  constitutional.  If  so,  the 
law  was  of  course  without  obligation,  and  the 
inquiry  respecting  it  unnecessary.  Any  law 
mode  in  violation  of  the  constitution  was  nuga- 
tory. The  constitution  itself^  so  long  as  it  en- 
dures, is  a  sufflcieut  protection  for  the  State  of 
New  York  and  of  every  other  State.  Why, 
then,  UMB  an  inqniir  on  a  suUect  of  this  pe- 
eoMar  oharaotor,  which  would  lead  only  to  ir- 
ritaliiij^painfiil,aiiduseleBB^BenBrioaf  While 
TohIXr-88 
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he  was  up,  he  would  take  the  opportunity  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  eztra- 
wcUnary  doctrine  which  had  been  advanced  in 
this  House  litis  morning,  and  which  had,  foe 
Bome  time  past,  been  advocated  in  various  parts 
of  the  country ;  that  a  Gxivernor  of  one  State 
of  the  Union  may  rightfully  be  called  upon  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  that  State  when  in  odier 
States.  This  doctrine,  he  said,  was  novel. 
"What  had  the  State  of  New  York  to  do  with 
the  law  in  question,  or  any  decisions  under  it, 
more  than  any  other  State  of  the  Union  f  Was 
any  thing  to  be  found  in  the  constitution  giving 
to  the  ^Executive  of  one  Steto  a  right  to  inter- 
fere in  the  transactions  within  another  State  t 
It  was  true,  he  might  go  as  far  as  to  demand 
the  rest(vau(m  of  a  ftigitive  who  had  taken 
refbge  wi&in  another  State,  hut  no  fivther^ 
It  was  l^e  very  design  of  the  constitution  to 
prevent  Ihe  necessity  of  such  interference.  It 
erects  courts  and  constitutes  the  law.  It  is  it- 
self the  lex  aeriptOj  for  the  protection  of  alL 
This  is  the  proper  recourse  of  any  who  have 
suffered  wrong.  He  hoped  this  sulQect  would 
be  regulated,  as  it  should  be,  when  the  House 
came  to  consider  that  part  of  the  President's 
Message  which  recommends  a  revision  of  the 
laws  of  this  District,  with  a  reference  to  intro- 
ducing the  Penitentiu7  system.  It  was  a  prop- 
er subject  for  the  investigation  of  a  committee 
of  this  House,  and,  for  one,  he  sincerely  hoped 
that  such  omnmittee  would  probe  the  laws  of 
the  District  to  the  bottom,  and,  if  they  contain- 
ed any  thing  cruel  or  oppresdve,  that  it  might 
bo  exposed  and  remedied.  So  ftr  as  any  ame- 
lioration in  those  laws  were  needed,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  made,  and  that  no  injustice  would 
be  suffered  to  remain:  but  in  the  meanwhile 
he  trusted  they  should  not  be  vexed  with  an 
examination,  in  this  hall,  in  relation  to  persons 
under  peculiar  circumstances  coming  into  those 
States  where  slavery  was  tolerated,  as,  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  cose,  it  could  not  lead  to 
any  good  result,  but  would  excite  much  un- 
pleasant feeling,  which  would  be  better  avoided. 

Mr.  Hauiltox  rose  to  address  the  Chair; 
when 

The  Speaker  aneated  the  fttfher  diseus^m 
of  the  resolution,  the  hour  allotted  by  the  rule 
of  the  House  to  the  eondderation  of  xeatAn- 
tions  having  paaaed. 


WsDNxsDiiT,  December  27. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ward,  of  New 
York,  yesterday,  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Havii.ton  said  that  he  did  not  know 
that  the  House  or  himself  had  any  occasion  to 
regret  that  he  did  not  yesterday  obtain  the 
floor,  when  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Hr.  WaboJ  was  under  dis- 
cussion, as  that  gentleman  had  been  pleased  to 
pr^ce  his  resolution  with  a  series  of  remarks, 
which,  at  least,  in  this  stage  ci  the  inquiry,  he 
thou^t  botii  gratnltons  and  inflammatory,  and 
were  calcnkted  to  have  led  to  an  exdtwuDt  to 
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which  he  did  not  then  desire  to  contribate,  nor 
would  now  provoke.  He  was,  therefore,  not 
disposed  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion :  for,  if  there  had  been  any  oppression  in 
this  Distiict  to  any  individual,  contru?  to  law, 
he,  for  one,  was  willing  that  it  should  bo  ex- 
pend. 

He  would,  therefore,  refrdn  from  now  dis- 
onsaing  tiie  qnestioiifl  inTf^ved  in  the  resolu- 
tion, as  it  seemed  to  him  more  appropriate  to 
do  Bo  when  the  Oommittee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  shoold  report  on  tiie  resolution  itself, 
idiould  thej  discover  the  evil  complained  of  by 
the  gentleman,  or  adopt  all  his  views  as  to  its 
rem^y.  With  this  feeling,  he  sdd,  he  would 
not  stop  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  that  part  of 
the  gentleman's  argument  which  he  presumed 
was  technically  to  he  conudered  its  arffummta- 
iive  portion ;  nor  could  he  trespass  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House  by  indulging  in  any  cnti- 
<ma  on  the  rhetorical  part  of  his  discourse,  be- 
^aoM  he  preanmed  that  all  t^  poet^  and 
philanthropy  of  this  was  aerved  up  fbr  the  iu- 
atmotion  and  entertainment  of  theltepreflaita^ 
tives  of  twelTB  BUve-holding  States  and  territo- 
ries in  that  House.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
be  so  ungrateful  aa  to  rtgect  what  might  have 
been  intended  as  &  "  compliment  of  the  season." 
But  he  trusted  the  gentleman  woold  pardon 
him  for  assuring  him  that,  whenever  he  was 
desirous  of  gratifying  them  with  the  pathos  of 
a  certain  ballad,  entitled  "the  son-strickeu 
outcasts  of  Africa,"  he  might  save  himself  some 
trouble,  by  finding  at  his  hands  in  the  Delia 
Grasca  Album  of  some  boarding-school  miss, 
much  prettier  verses  than  these.  But,  Mr,  said 
he,  let  this  pass.  "  SoflSdent  for  the  dqr  is  the 
evil  thereof/*  Whenerer  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Oohmibia  report,  I  may  have  some 
more  aaitable  occasion  afforded  me  of  apply  mg 
■ome  of  the  philanthropic  oratory  of  the  gen- 
tleman of  New  York  to  the  great  State  he  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  either  aa  matter  of  cu- 
rious speculatioD,  or  one  oi  practical  ntQity. 

Hr.  MiNEB  then  offered  several  resolntioiu  as 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  Hr.  Wabd, 
the  object  of  which  was,  that  the  committee 
riioold  also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District. 
Ut.  M.  s^d,  that  he  was  induced  to  offer  these 
resolutions  by  way  of  amendment,  not  by,  any 
momentary  exdtement  of  leeling,  bat  from  a 
deliberate  sense  of  duty. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  rescdntionB 
w«re  not  admisnble  as  an  amendnwot,  being 
in  themselves  distinct  and  independent  rcsolu- 
-tions,  which  had  no  connection  with  that  under 
consideration  by  the  House.  They  would  be 
in  order,  if  offered  aa  separate  resolutions,  and 
At  the  proper  time.  He  ordered  them,  how- 
ever, to  .be  read  by  the  cilerk,  for  tiie  informa- 
tion of  the  House. 

^  Kc  Bbeht  objected  to  their  being  read  at  all, 
unleBB  reed  for  the  purpose  of  consideration  by 
:tbe  House.  If  the  consideration  was  oat  at 
^zder,  «o  must  the  reading  be  also. 


Mr.  MiNKB  then  said,  he  had  supposed  that, 
as  they  related  to  the  some  general  subject  as 
the  resolution  before  the  House,  tliey  might 
have  been  added  to  it,  and  all  considered  to- 
gether :  but  as  this  was  not  the  case,  he  had  no 
wish  to  violate  the  order  of  the  House,  and 
would  withdraw  the  resolutions. 

They  were  aooordingly  withdrawn. 

Hr.  Letohbs  said,  from  t^e  hasty  ezamiufr' 
tion  which  he  had  fpven  to  the  resolution 
now  before  the  House,  he  had  no  hemtatton  in 
expressing  his  opinion  that  th^e  was  no  aaei 
of  necessity  for  its  reference  to  a  committee^ 
He  did  not  think  it  presented  a  fib  subject  <tf 
legislation.  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  is  any 
law  in  existence  in  this  District  in  relation  to 
free  men  of  color,  which  ought  to  be  repealed 
or  modified ;  but  it  is  asserted,  by  the  mover  <^ 
the  resolution,  that,  if  any  statute  does  exist 
under  which  Gilbert  Horton  has  been  injured 
or  oppressed,  that  it  is  nnconsdtutional  and  void. 
The  case,  then,  of  the  Individaal  mentioned  in 
the  resolution,  is  one  for  the  courts,  not  tor 
this  House.  His  redress  at  Uw  is  full  and 
complete,  and  t<^  the  proper  tribunal  let  lum 
appeal,  and  have  his  remedy.  BclicTing  this 
resolution  m^,  by  possibility,  bring  up  a  d^- 
cate  sul^ect,  and  by  its  discussion,  produce  un- 
necessary excitement^  I  move  to  lay  it  npon  the 
table. 

The  question  being  put  on  Hr.  Letcheb^s 
motion,  it  was  negoUved,  ayes  64,  noes  90. 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  llr.  Wabd^s  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Hr.  WioKLiFFB  said,  that  he  was  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  no  such  law  existed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbiaf  as  the  resolution  referred  to. 
Abuses,  no  doubts  might  have  hefipened  under 
the  law  which  did  exist,  and  he  thought  it  very 
probable  they  had.  The  law  In  the  District 
dcclai'ed,  (and  it  was  In  this  respect  not  differ- 
ent from  the  law  which  was  to  be  found  in 
every  sUve-lioldiDg  State,  and  in  some  States 
not  slave-holding,)  that  persons  of  color  found 
loitering  without  employment,  and  supposed  to 
be  runaway  slaves,  might  be  apprehended  and 
imprisoned.  It  was  under  this  law,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  the  individual  to  whose  cose  tho 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  alluded,  had  been 
taken  up.  He  was  found  within  the  District 
without  any  evidence  of  his  freedom,  and  he 
was  taken  up,  and  imprisoned  till  such  evidence 
could  bo  obtuned.  It  was  obtuned  from  the 
State  of  Kew  York,  and  he  was  immediately 
set  at  liber^.  Such  he  believed  to  have  been 
the  stitte  of  the  facts,  and  he  thought  the  state- 
ment ought  to  be  made  for  the  informaUon  of  the 
House.  If  any  amendment  in  the  laws  of  thti 
District  was  needed,  or  if  any  abuses  had  taken 
place,  Q)oints  he  would  not  undertake  to  de- 
cide,) tne  ol^ject  aimed  at  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  could  as  well  bo  attained  by 
directing  a  committee  to  revise  those  laws,  and 
report  such  alterations  to  this  House  as  they 
might  deem  expedient  and  proper.  But  the 
discuasion  of  the  subject,  as  presented  by  the 
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«ntleiiiiui*8  resoltition,  was  oaloidated  to  rouse 
fteliius  and  produce  an  excitement  whicli  it 
would  be  difficult  to  repress.  He  deprecated 
moh  a  state  of  feeling:  he  had  no  wisu  to  see 
the  Miasoari  qnestion  brought  back  into  1^ 
Boose.  If  the  lawe  needed  amendment,  let 
them  be  amended ;  but  let  not  the  Honse  go  on 
in  the  supposition  that  certain  laws  existed 
which  were  nowhere  to  be  found.  With  these 
views,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  resolotion 
b7  striking  out,  after  the  word  '^Besolved," 
and  tDsertiog,  "  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
tiie  expelienoj  of  amending  the  laws  in  force 
in  said  District,"  upon  the  sabjeot  of  apprehend- 
ing and  confining  in  Jail  fugitive  dares. 

Jtr.  DoBSKT  s^d,  there  is  a  lav  anthor- 
inng  a  free  person  of  color,  arrested  as  a 
runaway,  and  as  such  committed,  to  be  sold 
for  lits  prison  tees,  and  tlie  reward  allowed 
by  law  to  those  who  arrest  such  persons.  It 
was  the  law  of  Maryland,  and,  as  such,  was 
adopted  as  the  law  of  the  District,  for  Washing- 
ton county.  Among  the  very  earliest  laws  of 
Maryland,  when  manumission  of  slaves  was  not 
permitted  it  was  enacted,  in  1716,  that  negroes, 
who  should  be  arrested  as  runaways,  should  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  the 
ooanty ;  that  those  who  arrested  snch  persons 
should  receive,  as  a  reward  for  so  d<nng,  the 
sum  of  300  ponnds  of  tobacco,  and  that  the 
coanty  ooorts  should  dt^ose  of  those  who 
shonld  be  arrested,  and  if  free,  if  they  could 
not  pay  the  reward  and  fees  to  the  Jtuler,  then 
&ey  should  be  sold  into  bondage,  to  discharge 
those  expenses  incidental  to  their  arrest,  jm 
1719,  the  power  vested  in  the  county  courts 
under  the  act  of  1716,  was  transferred  to  the 
sheriff.  The  principle  assumed  in  this  act  of 
legislation,  predicated  upon  the  then  existing 
state  of  society,  was,  that  all  persons  of  color 
were  presumed  to  be  slaves.  In  1791,  the  Leg- 
islature prescribed  a  rule  of  coodnct  for  the 
sheriff,  directing  the  notice  to  be  given  by  the 
sheriff^  d  the  eraimdtment  of  mnaways.  Some- 
where abont  the  year  1786  or  '8,  the  L^slature 
passed  a  law  lef^izing  mannmisuon :  yet  the 
same  principle  of  presumption,  that  m  persons 
of  color  were  slaves  mitil  the  contrary  appear- 
ed, r^nlated  the  decisions  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  State,  till  1610,  when  Judge  Scott  de- 
cided that  he  would  discharge  all  persons 
brought  before  hira  as  runaways,  nnless  they 
were  proved  to  be  snch.  This  decision,  and 
the  ill-directed  efforts  of  certain  societies,  im- 
pelled by  the  purest  motives,  produced  an  ap- 

firchension  that  this  kind  of  property  was  very 
□secure,  and  the  Legislature,  in  1810,  passed  a 
law  in  conformity  to  the  principle  of  presump- 
tion e^dsting  before  then,  against  the  person  of 
color,  and  directing  the  Judge  to  commit  unless 
he  should  be  sattefied  that  the  negro  was  en- 
UHed  to  his  freedom.  The  progress  of  emanci- 
pation was  astonishing;  the  State  became 
crowded  with  a  free  block  population,  and  the 
XiSgidatare  varied  its  law^  and.  adapted  it  to  the 


[U.  or  R.. 

altered  condition  of  its  populati(m:  for,  in  1817, 
they  provided  that  if  no  owner  should  claim- 
the  negro  committed,  that  then  the  Jailer 
should  carry  him  before  a  Judge,  who,  if  he  was 
not  satisfied  that  he  was  free,  thoa  he  should 
remand  him  for  a  certain  thne;  and  if  not 
claimed  in  that  time,  that  then  the  judge  should 
order  him  to  be  discharged,  and  his  fees  to  be 
taxed  on  the  county,  thus  displaying  a  com- 
mendable vigilance  for  the  slave-holder,  and 
the  cause  of  humanity,  so  far  as  the  existing 
state  of  society  would  permit ;  and  although  I 
come  from  a  slave-holding  district,  I  can  see  no 
inconvenience  in  referring  this  inquiry  to  a 
oommittee. 

"Kt.  Woods  said,  the  course  proposed  by  the 
reB(Antion  was  nsnal  and  proper.  When  a 
member  wished  to  torn  tiie  attration  of  any  6f 
the  committees  of  the  House  to  tmy  sn^eot 
which  he  deemed  important,  the  ordinary 
course  was  for  him  to  offer  a  resolution  pro- 
posing that  such  a  committee  inquire  into  that 
subject.  This  was  the  mode  every  day  pur- 
sued, and  why  not  take  the  same  course  in  the 
present  case  I  After  the  committee  shall  have 
made  tiie  examination,  stated  by  the  resolution, 
they  will  report  what  are  the  facts :  if  such  a 
law  does  exist,  they  will  say  so ;  and  if  not, 
they  will  say  so.  We  find  that  different  opin- 
ions exist  about  the  matter  among  the  memoers 
ofthisHonse:  then  let  a  committee  investigate, 
and  tell  us  what  the  tmth  is. 

The  resolntion  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  passed  without  a  word  of  remark  or  o^ 
position ;  but  the  mover  chose  to  accompany  it 
with  some  remai-ks  which  he  deemed  pertinent 
to  the  subject.  This  he  had  a  perfect  right  to 
do,  and  it  was  not  censurable :  but  the  House 
hoi  been  told  that  the  remarks  were  of  an  in- 
fllaramatory  character.  For  himself,  he  conld 
not  think  so.  If  the  gentieman  from  New  York 
approached  a  magazine  with  a  lighted  candle, 
it  certainly  became  him  to  look  to  his  steps, 
and  to  tread  witii  caution:  but  if  other  gentle- 
men, those  who  were  nearest  to  tiie'  magazine, 
and  who  stood  round  it,  to  guard  it,  should 
themselves  ellrat  ^arks,  who  had  they  to  blame 
if  an  exploEdon  shonld  happen  ?  He  oould  see 
nothing  improper  in  the  resdluticHi,  or  in  the 
remarks  which  bad  accompanied  it,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  pass. 

if  r.  Wbioht  said,  that,  if  he  correctly  under- 
stood the  resolution  which  hod  been  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  he  was  in  favor 
of  that  resolution,  and  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Eentnoky, 

[Mr.  WlOKLIFFB.] 

Hi.  Wioklhtk  here  interposed,  and  said, 
that  he  might,  possibly,  save  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  some  trouble  by  informing  him,  that 
he  was  willing  now  to  withdraw  theameoidment. 

Hr.  Wuoirr  then  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  resolntion  would  be  adopted*by  the  House. 
All  it  proposed  was,  to  inquire  whether  a  law 
did  or  aid  not  exist,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, by  which  an  offioer  was  enq>owered  to 
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wprehend  (not  a  daTe,  bat)  a  free  man ;  and, 
if  snoh  a  lav  aotnallr  does  exist,  whether  it 
tn^t  not  to  be  amended.  Would  any  gentte- 
man  aay  that  this  was  not  a  subject  of  deep  in- 
terest f  Of  intereet,  not  only  to  the  District, 
bat  to  the  whole  Union  ?  He  believed  there 
was  not  a  gentleman  on  that  floor  who  would 
deny  this:  and,  if  so,  why  should  not  the 
House  proceed  in  the  inquiry  ?  They  had  been 
told  tiiat  the  inquiry  was  of  an  irritating  char- 
acter, and  calculated  to  excite  an^T*  discussion. 
Bnt  why  should  this  be  so  ?  "What  was  there 
in  this  snbject  to  produce  so  much  excitement  f 
If  some  gentlemen  chose  to  lash  themselves 
into  excitement  with  regard  to  it,  was  thai  a 
reason  why  the  Honse  sHonld  not  proceed  in 
80  reastmable  aDAwapet  an  inquiry  i  Has  not 
the  Honse  a  perfect  right  to  inqmre  Into  the 
■abject,  and  to  lej^ate  upon  itf  It  became 
them  to  inquire  and  to  act.  The  excitement 
about  which  gentlemen  talked,  was  no  reason 
why  inqniry  was  to  be  arrested.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  proceed  in  its  doty  with 
calmness,  and  not  to  be  prevented  from  per- 
forming it  by  the  excited  feelings  of  any.  The 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  been  characterized  as  inflammatory ;  for  his 
own  part  he  felt  no  such  efiect  from  them :  he 
could  not  perceive  what  there  was  in  them  to 
inflame  any  body:  they  were  sach  as  nataralW' 
Krew  oat  ot  the  sal^eot  of  the  resolution.  He 
hoped  the  committee  wonld  be  directed  to 
znake  the  inquiry ;  and,  if  the  complained 
of  did  exist,  he  hoped  they  would  point  it  oat, 
together  with  its  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  Powell  (from  the  Committoe  on  the 
District  of  Colombia)  bbXA  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
see  how  any  excitement  could  grow  out  of  the 
resolution,  in  its  present  shape:  tiiere  was 
surely  no  necessity  for  any  warmth  of  feeling, 
or  any  protracted  discussion.  For  his  own 
part,  he  believed  there  was  no  direct  opposi- 
tion to  tite  resolution.  He  bad  not  heanl  any 
gentleman  attempt  to  maintain  that  the  resola- 
tion  ought  not  to  pass ;  nor  did  he  think  there 
was  a  Bingle  person  who  was  that  opinion. 
For  bims^  aa  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Oolmnbia,  he  dionld  TOte  for 
the  resdntitMi ;  and,  if  it  passed,  be  was  pre- 
pared to  give  bis  eamest  attention  to  tbe  duty 
it  enjoined. 

Hr.  Bbekt  said  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  of 
the  same  opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat.  But  ne  coidd  not,  and 
would  not,  vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  now 
stood.  It  was  calculated  only  to  excite  angry 
debate  and  irritated  feelings.  Even  the  genUe- 
man  from  Ohio,  who  professed  to  see  nothing 
of  tbis  kind  in  it,  had  himself  exhibited  ngns 
of  that  very  feeling.  If  the  gentleman  who 
bad  intiodnced  the  reaolntion,  woold  consent 
to  to  modify  it  as  to  omit  the  wmda  bidng  a 
cidzcm  of  any  of  the  States,"  he  wonld  then 
vote  for  it:  because  he  shonld  otmsider  the 
most  objectionable  part  of  it  as  removed. 

Hr.  w  ABD  tapnuti  bis  wilfiDgnesB  to  ac- 


cept of  such  a  modiflcsHtm ;  and  the  resolution 

was  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  HoDurriE  said  he  was  sorry  tiie  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  bad  accepted  the  modifi- 
cation. He  thought  the  resomtion,  as  it  now 
stood,  decidedly  more  exceptionable  than  it 
could  be  regarded  as  it  was  originally  present- 
ed. He  was  perfectly  willing,  for  his  own  part, 
to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  ul  the  States,  what- 
ever might  be  their  color,  any  and  every  priv- 
"    -  to  which  such  citizens  are  entitled. 


Whether  any  particalar  description  of  persons 
are  "  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  might  be  a 
question ;  but,  when  the  Bepresentative  ot  a 
State  alleges  on  this  floor,  that  the  liberty  of  ■ 
dtizen  of  that  State  bas  been  violated  hr  the 
laws  of  a  district  over  which  Congress  nolds 
exclusive  jurisdicti<ni,  it  is  the  nndoubted  and 
sacred  right  of  the  person  so  claiming  to  be  a 
citizen,  to  be  heard  through  bis  Representative. 
The  proposed  inquiry  onght,  therefore,  to  be 
institated  upon  principles  of  the  most  obvious 
justice ;  for  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  nn- 
derstood,  that,  while  be  should  vindicate,  with 
firmness,  all  the  rights  which  he  represented, 
whenever  or  however  they  might  be  assailed, 
he  was  for  according  to  every  other  member, 
in  its  fullest  exten^  the  same  constitnti<mai 
pririlege.  For  his  own  part,  he  viewed  this  as 
a  qnesUon  not  at  a31  calcnlated  to  ezdta  tbe 
sennl^y  of  t^e  Bepresentattves  from  the 
slave-holding  States.  They  certainly  do  not 
claim,  by  any  special  prerogative,  to  be  tbe  ad- 
vocates of  slavery  wherever  it  may  exist.  On 
the  contrary,  if  it  ehaU  appear  that  the  laws  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  have  been  made  tbe 
instrument  of  oppression,  committed  on  a  per- 
son claiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  New  York— sMid 
he  was  free  to  declare  his  impression  that  each 
State  bad  a  right  todetermmefor  itself  who 
shonld  enjoy  that  privilege — then  bas  an  oat- 
rage  been  committed  which  the  Bepresenta- 
tives  from  the  South  and  North  are  equally 
boond  to  discountenance;  and  if  we  woold 
avoid  the  impntation  of  giving  oar  sanctioii  to 
tbe  obnoxioos  proceeding,  thelaw,  hy  whtdi  It 
was  aathorized,  shonld  be  promptly  repealed. 
Withont  anticipating  any  nltimate  qnestions  to 
which  the  inqniry  might  lead,  he  woidd  oon- 
elude  with  the  remark  that,  if  any  privily  ot 
a  citi^  of  New  York  has  been  violated  thixMufa 
Uie  laws  or  tribunals  of  this  Dwtrict,  this  body 
is  bound,  by  every  principle  of  ptmjy  Jnadoe^ 
and  hamanity,  to  afford  its  protection,  and  ap- 
ply the  necessary  remedy. 

Mr.  BiQcrr  said  he  was  sorry  to  differ  from 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina:  he  was 
equa^y  anxious  with  that  gentleman  to  see  the 
subject  ftilly  investigated.  Bat,  in  order  to 
avoid  that  part  of  the  sabjeot  which  was  oakn- 
lated  to  produce  irritation,  be  bad  acggested 
tbe  amendment.  Tbe  mover  had  sud,  in  the 
speech  wiA  which  he  accompanied  his  reseda- 
tion,  that  a  certain  colored  free  man  had  beMi 
imprisoned,  and  afterwards  sold  to  pay  his 
prima  fees.  llr.  B.  viahed  to  limit  ttie  in- 
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quirj  to  this  poiot  alone,  and  not  to  set  the 
committee  to  dedde  whether  a  ft-ee  man  of 
color  was  "a  citizen  of  the  United  States." 
Hiflt  was  the  question  he  turned  to  avoid :  be- 
canse  he  knew  it  woold  inevitably  produce 
moch  excitement  in  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 
House. 

Kr.  MiNiB  said  he  rose  especially  to  reply  to 
a  remark  made  by  several  gentlemen,  seeming 
to  imply  that  this  matter  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
enssed,  because  it  created  bo  much  excitement 
and  irritation.  Such,  certiunly,  was  the  effect, 
and  Mr.  U.  regretted  that  it  was  so.  The 
whole  interests  of  the  District  are  confided  to 
oar  exduBire  Jmisdiction.  No  power  but  that 
of  the  General  Government  could  operate. 
Slavery  existed  within  the  ZHstrict,  and  the 
autgect  most  be  regulated  by  Congress.  It  was 
not^ly  our  right  bat  onr  duty.  It  was  im- 
possible to  do  wis  intelligently  without  inquiry 
and  free  discussion.  This  was  fait  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  delicacy ;  no  one  felt  this  more  sensibly 
(Mr.  M.  said)  than  himself.  It  is  always  pun- 
ful  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings;  such  was 
never  his  wish ;  and  it  was  matter  of  regret 
with  him  when,  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
such  was  ever  Uie  consequence.  In  his  opin- 
ion, every  sn^ect  ibat  it  was  our  duty  to  regu- 
late and  legislate  upon,  ooght  to  be  considered 
proper  to  be  introdaced  here,  and  freely  ^scnss- 
ed,  wit^nt  exciting  pfun  or  pasdon.  We  have 
the  same  absolute  control  over  this  subject  here 
that  the  States  have  within  the  limits  of  their 
respective  sovereignties,  and  it  was  equally  our 
duty  to  exercise  it.  It  was  in  fact  the  case, 
that,  owing  to  the  painfol  excitement  growing 
ont  of  any  motion  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
here,  it  had  been  utterly  neglected.  Gentlemen 
from  neither  section  of  the  Union  liked  to  take 
any  step  in  relation  to  it:  the  consequence 
was,  that  there  had  been  no  amelioration  of  the 
laws  growing  out  of  the  system  oi  slavery  here, 
for  the  thirty  years  the  District  had  been  under 
the  jurisdietion  of  tlie  General  Government. 
In  othor  States,  improvements  had  been  made : 
their  codes  had  been  meUorated :  here,  from  the 
oanse  aUnded  to,  they  had  been  entirely  neglect- 
ed, and  all  the  corruptions  growing  out  of  that 
neolect,  and  the  captdity  of  those  who  looked 
ono^  to  tlieir  private  interest,  were  severely 
felt.  From  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which  he 
stated  to  be  official,  Mr,  M.  read  an  account  of 
the  persons  imprisoned  in  the  jail,  as  foUoVs : 

Bnsaway  negroes  committed  to  the  JaQ  of  Wash- 
iagton  County,  District  of  Columbia,  from  the  Ist 
day  of  December,  1828,  to  November  80tb,  1824, 
Included,  62 

For  safe-keeping,  by  their  masters,  from  De- 
cember let,  182S,  to  November  80th,  1824,  81 

Ranftvay  negroes  committed  from  December 
1st,  1824,  to  November  80th,  I82fi,         -  5S 

For  safe-keeidiig,  by  their  masters,  from  De- 
eenber  ist,  1624,  to  November  SOth,  1S26,  124 
lUteen  of  the  above,  that  weie  oorandtted  ai  rui^ 

awayi,  proved  to  be  free;  and  one  of  them  sold  fi>r 

Ua  ^il  ftes  and  other  expenses. 


[a  or  B. 

White  and  black  crimiuala :  the  followiiy  nnm- 
bcr  committed  for  offences,  from  December 
Ist,  1823,  to  November  SOth,  1824,       -  12S 

And.  about  the  same,  number  for  the  year  fol- 
lowing. 

[Sgned  by  the  Jailer.] 
Of  the  eighty-one,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  in  jail  for  safe  keeping,  he  ob- 
served, that  he  understood  they  were  placed 
there  for  sale :  that  the  Federal  prisons,  and 
their  keepers,  were  extenirively  used  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  dom^tio  dave 
traae.  I  presume  that  gentiemen  have  no 
proper  idea  of  the  ritoation  of  this  matter ;  if 
they  had,  it  wonld  seem  as  if  the  sentiment 
must  be  general,  that  Legislative  interi^rence 
is  proper.  Last  Winter,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  went 
through  the  cells  of  the  prison,  and  I  will  men- 
tion  an  instance  of  its  occupation  tiiat  was  pre- 
sented to  me.  There  was  a  woman  in  a  cell, 
with  three  children,  one  an  infant,  all  for  sale. 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  she  was  the 
wife  of  a  free  man,  who  had  had  by  her  nine  chil- 
dren. As  they  grew  to  an  age  to  be  profitable 
in  market,  the  children  were  sold;  now  the  wo- 
man had  arrived  atatimeof  life  to  be  no  longer 
valnable  as  a  breeder,  she  and  her  children 
were  separated  from  her  hnaband,  and  sent  to 
yonr  prison  fbr  sa^ :  yoor  officer  who  keeps  it, 
being  employed  as  uie  agent.  Another  in- 
stance was  stated  to  him  yesterday,  in  a  way 
that  seemed  entiUed  to  credit :  tiiat  a  iree  col- 
ored man  was  taken  up  under  the  law  and  im- 
prisoned. Ignorant,  poor,  friendless,  he  found 
it  difficult  to  prove  his  freedom,  and  lay  in  jail 
in  so  miserable  a  situation  that  his  legs  were 
BO  frozen  that,  when  liberated,  he  had  to  walk 
on  his  knees,  being  a  cripple  for  life.  He  men- 
tioned these  circumstances  to  show  that  evils 
existed  of  a  nature  and  to  an  extent  which  gen- 
tlemen were  not  prob^ly  amnised  of^  and 
which  he  was  sure  thOT  would  not  approve. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  lb.  M.  said,  that  there 
were  places  In  the  Dlsb^ct,  by  some  called  Pens, 
where  the  slave  dealers  ^ther  together  gangs 
of  slaves,  and  then  £asten  them  by  a  long  diaio, 
rnnning  between  the  pairs,  and  to  this  they  are 
handcuffed,  right  and  left,  and  so  driven  off, 
ten,  twenty,  and  thirty,  in  a  drove.  The  num- 
ber passing  the  bridge  in  a  year,  was  said  to 
have  amounted  to  hundreds.  It  was,  in  truth, 
the  case  that,  owing  to  the  total  neglect  of  this 
subject  by  the  only  power  having  authority  to 
remedy  the  evils,  this  had  become  the  head- 

anarters  of  the  domestic  slave  trade.  And, 
liat  the  House  might  see  the  impression  Its 
enormities  bad  made  upon  others,  he  read  a 
resolution  oflfored  by  Mr.  Banddph,  in  March, 
1816. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
'*  Retaived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  existence  of  an  inhuman  and  illegal 
tr^o  In  slaves  carried  on  In  and  through  the  Dis- 
trict of  ColumUa;  and  to  report  whether  any,  sod 
what,  measures  are  neoesaaiy  for  potting  a  stop  to 
the  same." 
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A  few  4tiys  after,  tbe  committee  had  leave  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  Depositions  were 
afterwards  Idd  upon  the  table,  taken  hj  the 
committee,  hut  he  had  searched  in  the  clerk's 
office  for  them  without  eflPect.  All  woold  go 
to  show  that  the  whole  subject  of  slavery  with- 
in the  District  needed  our  interference,  and 
ought  to  be  discussed  with  freedom  and  good 
temper.  In  relation  to  the  particular  resolu- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Wabd,)  Mr.  M.  thought  it  properly 
drawn,  a  fit  sut^ect  for  inquiry,  and  more  es- 
pecially 80,  as,  from  the  paper  he  (Mr.  M.)  had 
read,  it  appeared  that,  of  fifty-eight  committed 
as  mnaways,  fifteen  hod  proved  themselves 
free,  and  one  been  sold  for  hie  Jul  fees.  In- 
justice certunly  resnlted  from  uie  law  as  it 
Btand^  and  ho  thought  it  right  the  committee 
iiiould  inquire  into  the  sabject. 

Hr.  DoBSET  expressed  much  r^ret  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
indulged  himself  in  brinjpng  forward  the  nar- 
rative he  had  just  submitted  to  the  House :  be- 
cause  it  might  lead,  elsewhere,  to  the  idea  that 
*  some  ulterior  measure  was  intended :  that  the 
gentleman  was  moving  this  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  internal  trade  in  slaves 
irithin  the  United  States.  Such  an  idea  was 
well  calculated  to  prodnbe  excitement  and 
alarm  in  tbe  slave-holding  States.  He^  there- 
fore, suggested  an  amencunent  to  the  resolu- 
tion, making  it  generally  propose  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  existing  laws. 
There  was,  he  said,  no  need  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  whether  such  a  law  existed :  He  would 
read  to  the  House  the  law  referred  to.  (Here 
Ur.  D.  read  the  law.)  He  had  no  doubt  that 
every  gentleman  would  cheerfully  consent  that 
this  law  ou^ht  to  be  modified ;  and  if  such  was 
the  object,  it  might  be  arrived  at  by  a  better 
mode  than  the  resolution  proposed.  The  indi- 
cations of  excitement  were  already  perceptible 
la  the  Hoose — and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
remuka  and  statements  of  tlie  gentJenian  from 
Pennsylvania  had  not  been  calcmated  to  allay  it. 

Ur.  Bbadut  conid  not  but  conndcr  the 
qnestion.  which  was  intraded  to  be  presented 
to  the  House,  as  a  very  nmplo  one.  It  was 
not  now  put  to  them  to  say  whether  the  laws  of 
tbe  District  on  the  subject,  originally  passed 
by  HarylanU,  ought  to  be  altered  into  conform- 
ity with  the  present  laws  of  that  State ;  it  was 
not  even  this ;  but  simply,  whether  a  com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
such  alteration.  It  would  he  recollected,  too, 
that  the  committee  by  whom  the  inquiry  was 
proposed  to  be  made,  was  one  appointed 
specially  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
District.  Mr.  B,  said  he  believed  it  was  not 
usual  to  enter  into  saoh  extended  debate  on 
mere  naolntimu  of  ioqniry ;  and  he  saw  no 
occasion  for  it  In  tiiis  instance.  He  hoped  the 
nxolntion  would  pass  wlthoot  forther  amend- 
ment, mora  espedally  as  no  gentleman  would 
he  committed  hj  Om  vote  as  to  any  ulterior 
looceediDgs. 


Mr.  D0B8BT  sud,  as  he  had  been  requested 
to  withdraw  his  amendment,  he  would  consent 

to  do  so. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  was  not  disposed  to  object  to 
an  in<^uiry ;  yet,  he  must  think  that  the  form 
in  which  the  resolution  was  presented,  and  the 
remarks  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  were 
calculated  to  produce  excitement.  Several 
gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House  this 
morning,  appeared  to  be  of  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  irritation  <m  this  subject,  in 
whatever  form  presented :  a  ^gle  moment's 
reflection  would  be  sufficient  to  show  that  this 
was  a  very  great  mistake.  On  Als  subject, 
Mr.  F.  said,  there  is  in  the  United  States  a 
radical  difference  of  opinion.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York,  and  others,  claim,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  that  black  persons,  held  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Steto  of  New  York, 
should  enjtnr  in  every  other  State  the  same 
privilege.  The  whole  of  the  Southern  detec- 
tion deny  this  claim.  We  hold  (sud  he)  that 
we  have  the  right  to  exclude  &ee  people  <^ 
color,  to  eject  them,  and  to  limit  their  privil^^ 
when  we  admit  them  to  reside  among  ns.  We 
know  that  there  has  been  a  conraderable  dis- 
cussion on  this  head,  arising  from  one  of  the 
States  excluding  sailors  of  a  foreign  country 
(admlanble  under  treaty  stipulations)  under  its 
general  law  concerning  persons  of  color,  and 
confining  such  persons  m  prison  when  this  law 
has  been  contravened  by  them.  On  a  question 
like  this,  intimately  connected  with  the  safety 
of  a  large  portion  of  this  country,  discussion 
most  necessarily  produce  excitement;  especial- 
ly when  the  case  of  Gilbert  Horton,  with  all 
its  attendant  circumstancea,  bad  been  brought 
into  view.  Kr.  F.  said  he  was  not  disposed 
to  be  excited,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  any 
proper  inquiry  on  this  subject.  But,  when  tlie 
gentleman  told  the  House  that  the  constitution 
gave  protection  to  this  individual :  that  the  con- 
stitntion  gives  to  the  States,  req>eotivdy,  the 
power  of  r^nh^ng  the  sobjcct :  he  affuded 
the  strongest  argument  against  his  own  pn^w> 
sidon ;  because,  if  he  was  ri^t  in  this  pod- 
tion,  there  was  no  sort  of  occasion  for  the  In- 
quiry which  he  proposed.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  enter  into  the  cpiesUon,  la 
it  expedient  that  the  laws  of  this  District  ibaU 
be  altered,  or  is  it  not?  But  the  ^tleman 
had  no  right  to  institute  this  inquiry  at  the 
moment  of  fulminating  accusations  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  against  which  the  Judi- 
ciary would  afford  sufficient  protection.  If 
the  gentleman  admitted  that  the  laws  of  the 
District  on  this  subject  were  constitutional,  Mr. 
F.  was  perfectly  willing  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  them,  and  he  hoped  the 
cramiittee  would  rqwrt  such  alterations  in 
them  as  tbe  state  of  society  might  justify  or 
require. 

Mr.  Floyd  s^d  he  did  not  mean,  although 
he  had  scone  objection  to  tlie  shape  of  tie 
resolution,  and  the  mode  of  its  presentetion,  to 
oppose  its  passage.  He  was  Korj  thai,  the 
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subject  hod  produced  so  much  conversation. 
It  must  be  equally  interesting  to  gentlemen 
from  every  StatCj  that  freemen,  of  whatever 
color,  wrongfully  mnprisoned,  should  be  set  at 
liberty.  Is  there  a  law  in  operation  within 
this  District  which  authorizes  the  impriBomneut 
of  such?  If  80,  every  one  would  Bsroe  that  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  Ur.  F.  swd  he  would 
step  forward  to  guard  the  rights  of  such  a  man 
as  soon  as  any  other :  he  hoped  it  was  not  the 
peculiar  duty  of  any  one  to  take  this  charge 
upon  his  philanthropy.  If  a  man,  imprisoned 
within  this  District,  had  his  feet  frost-bitten, 
it  was  his  misfortune :  the  courts  would,  doubt- 
less, regulate  the  conduct  of  their  jail-keepcrs. 
But  the  House  ought  not  to  be  too  much  affect- 
ed by  this  case :  for,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  had,  in  his 
time,  known  a  white  man,  once  influential  and 
respected,  frost-bitten  during  imprisonment  y<w 
d^t:  and  be  personally  knew,  during  his  ob- 
servation of  tbe  practice  of  the  horoital  in 
Philadelphia,  in  his  younger  days,  that  tne  root 

the  diseases  of  fonr-finhs  of  all  the  persons 
who  went  into  that  asylum  was  porerty-^is- 
fortune.  Poverty,  in  any  country,  is  attended 
by  many  ills ;  and  not  by  more  here  than  else- 
where. And  aa  to  all  that  stuff  about  ap- 
proaching a  magazine  with  a  candle — where  is 
the  magazine  ?  There  is  none  that  I  know  of. 
Mr.  F.  made  a  few  further  observations,  ex- 
pressive of  his  readiness,  which  he  believed 
was  common  to  all,  to  protect  and  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  every  class  of  people  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  from  the  mayor  to  the 
most  humble  individual.  All  he  desired  was, 
that  it  should  be  done  in  a  way  not  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  some  States,  under  the  plea 
of  protecting  tJio  rights  of  other  States. 

Mr.  Kabtisdalx  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
resolntiw  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  be  inttnieted  to  report  to  tUs  House  an 
■bstnct  of  all  laws  la  force  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, in  anywise  affectiog  the  liberty  of  the  per- 
son ;  and  whether  any,  aud  what,  porliona  of  said 
laws  hnrc  been  repealed  or  modiBed  by  the  Legis- 
latarea  of  tbe  States  of  Uoryland  or  Vimnia." 

Which  motion  he  accompanied  wit)!  a  few 
remarks  of  eiplanation. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Hr.  Powell, 
vho  thought  it  imposed  an  unnecessary  labor 
on  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  question  bdng  taken,  it  was  n^tired. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  original 
resolution  of  Hr.  Wabi^  and  oanied  by  a  large 
majority.   

TnTjESDAT,  December  28. 
Itihmua  of  Panama, 
Jb.  Bbkd  moved  the  following : 
Rttolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
fautnicted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieacy  of  estab- 
Ushtng  a  line  of  communication  koid  some  port  or 
tJace  iQ  the  United  Sutes,  across  the  Istbmna  of 
ronuna,  to  some  port  or  ports  on  the  Fadfic 
Ocean. 

'  Vx.  Bud  taid,  fliat  it  would  he  remembered 


[H.  or  B. 

that  the  sobjeot  to  which  he  was  now  desirous 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  had  been 
presented  for  their  consideration  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  last  year, 
which  accompanied  the  President's  Message. 
I  did,  {s^  he,)  during  the  last  session,  offer  a 
resolution,  which  passed  this  House,  of  similar 
import  with  the  one  now  under  consideration. 
The  CtHumittee  on  Naval  Affurs  did  not  find 
time  to  report  upon  the  subject  during  the  last 
session. 

As  that  resolution  was  misunderstood  by 
some,  presuming  a  canal  or  railway  was  con- 
templated, I  deem  it  expedient  to  offer  a  fsw 
words  in  ezjdanation  of  my  views  npwi  the 

Eubiect 

We  have  a  considerable  naval  force  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  That  force  will  not  be  dimin- 
ished, but  may  be  increased,  so  long  as  we 
may  have  a  navy,  and  foreign  commerce.  How 
Important  is  it  to  communicate  instructions  to^ 
and  receive  despatches  from,  our  squadron 
there.  Look  at  their  situation— 4he  vast  extent 
of  countnr  they  vUit,  the  different  naUonsthey 
visit  bordering  upon  that  extended  ooas^  sub- 
ject to  changes,  and  perhaps  revolutions.  Look,' 
also^  to  the  islands  with  whom  we  have  inter- 
course, inhabited  by  savages.  No  portion  of 
our  navy  needs  instruction  so  much  or  so  often, 
and  yet  we  cannot  give  and  receive  informa- 
tion from  that  squadron  in  less  time  than  eight 
months.  By  the  contemplated  route,  informa- 
tion may  be  carried  from  one  of  our  ports, 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  Lima,  ana 
receive  an  answer,  in  about  three  months,  less 
than  half  the  time  required  in  the  circuitous 
route  around  Oope  Horn,  saving  a  voyage  of 
more  thim  ten  thousand  miles.  It  would  ^or^ 
means  ot  soidinff  and  recaving  despatches  from 
our  lOnlsters  ami  Agents  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can S^blics.  It  would  afford  great  fiidlitiea 
to  our  commerce  in  that  ocean — commerce 
already  considerable,  and  which  is  increasing 
and  will  continne  to  increase.  Our  commerce, 
and  the  various  interests  inse^ably  connected 
with  it,  require  all  the  facilities  which  the 
Government  can  afford.  It  would  afford  im- 
portant advantages  to  bur  whale  fishery.  We 
have  in  that  ocean  a  hundred  whale  ships,  the 
greater  part  from  my  own  nei^borhood  and  dls- 
tricL  These  shiin  have  two  thonaimd  men  on 
board,  and  th^  Toyagea  oontinue  for  three 
years.  I  aoknowlec^  it  would  be  gratifyfog 
and  usefld  to  afford  an  opportunitjr  to  these 
men  to  advise  their  friends  and  those  interested, 
of  their  Buocess  or  misfortune.  It  would  afford 
to  an  who  might  be  situated  in  that  distant 
ocean,  an  opportunity  to  send  to,  and  receive 
letters  ftom,  their  friends. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  proposed  com- 
munication is  highly  important  in  every  rela- 
tion. I  hope  its  importance,  especially  as  the 
expense  of  carrying  it  into  effect  is  very  in- 
considerable, may  receive  the  eor^  attention 
of  the  committee. 

Hie  resdutitm  wm  then  agreed  to.  ■   -  -  ^  | 
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Soadi  in  the  Territory  qf  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Wiko,  Delegate  from 
Kloh^an,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Cokdiot  in  the  chwr,  on  the 
hill  to  "  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan." 

The  several  blanks  in  the  bill  were  Med,  one 
*Uh  1,600  dollars,  for  surveys,  and  two  others 
with  12,000  and  26,000  dolkrs,  for  opening  the 
several  roads  mentioned  in  the  bilL 

Vahci  explained  fbe  dtoation  of  £he 
roads  referred  tc^  and  their  aspect  on  the  mili- 
tary defence  of  that  territory ;  that  from  De- 
troit to  the  river  St.  Glair,  bein^  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing  troops,  m  time  of  war, 
into  the  Upper  Lake  country,  should  the  Brit- 
ish fortify  and  hold  the  water  communication ; 
that  from  Detroit  to  the  Saganaw  Bay,  led  into 
the  heart  of  the  Chippewa  country ;  that  from 
the  same  place  to  Chicago,  into  the  heart  of  the 
country  of  the  Pattowatamie  'and  Miami  In- 
dians. Both  these  would  give  access  to  the 
enemy  in  case  of  an  Indian  war. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Fbidat,  December  29, 
Internal  lavpr&temerU, 
Kr.  Btvia  moved  the  following  resdntion : 
Staolved,  That  the  Cotnauttee  of  Ways  and  Ueans 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expecUeocy  of  dis- 
eontinain^the  anntul  appropriation  heretofore  made 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  such  snrTeys  of  routes 
for  roads  and  canals  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive,  and  of  substitatii^  therefor,  distinct  and 
specific  appropriations  for  surveying  such  routes 
only  as  shall  be  atahorized  by  Coogreaa, 

The  resolution  being  reac^ 

Mr.  Brvsa  said,  that,  in  preaenting  the  reso- 
Intion  jnst  read,  it  might  m  proper  Ibr  him 
briefly  to  state  the  general  reasons  whidi  led 
him  to  believe  that  the  inquiry  proposed  by 
it  was  roch  a  one  as  was  fit  to  be  entertained 
hy  this  Hoose.  It  would  be  recollected  that, 
during  the  first  seaeton  of  the  Eighteenth  Con- 
gress, after  a  protracted  and  elaborate  dlscos- 
non  of  the  abstract  constitutional  question,  a 
law  was  passed,  authoriang  the  President  to 
cause  surveys  to  be  made  of  such  routes  for 
roads  and  canals  as  "  he  might  deem  to  be  of 
national  importance,"  and  making  an  appro- 
priation of  80,000  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  iJie  objects  of  that  act  into  effect. 
During  the  second  session  of  the  same  Congress, 
an  appropriation  was  introduced  into  the  Gen- 
raal  lOlitary  Appropriatioa  Bill,  of  another 
sum  of  38,000  dculara,  for  "making  surveysj 
and  oarrying  on  tiie  <^>eratiQn8  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  hi  rdation  to  Intenial  Improve* 
ments;"  and  a  rimilar  appropriation  was  again 
inserted  in  the  Military  Appropriation  Bill  of 
last  year,  of  50,000  dollars,  for  "  defraying  the 
expenses  incidental  to  examinations  and  snr- 
Veys)  preparatory  to,  snd  inidd     the  fioma- 


tion  of  roads  and  canals."  It  will  be  perc^ve^ 
from  the  recital  I  have  ^ven  of  the  two  last 
acts  of  Congress,  that  they  are  silent  as  to  the 
authority  by  which  the  snUects  for  these  snr- 
veys  were  to  be  designated;  bnt  they  were, 
probably,  intended  at  the  time,  and  have  been 
since  acted  npon  by  the  Executive  as  continn- 
ing  in  the  President  the  same  discretionatr 
authority  which  was  originally  vested  In  him 
by  the  act  of  1S24.  It  has  so  b^>pened,  that 
the  propriety^  of  transferring  to  the  Execntive 
Departmoit  this  la^  diseretatmaiy  power 
over  the  public  mmiey,  has  never  recttved  ihb 
separate  connderalion,  or  ex^<dt  sanction  cl 
this  House.  In  1824,  it  was  merged  in  the 
constitutional  question  respecting  the  power  of 
Congress  to  act  npon  the  snl^ect  of  internal 
improvements,  which  was  the  sole  ground  of 
debate  on  that  occasion ;  and  in  1826  and  182S, 
from  the  position  it  occupied  in  the  General 
Military  Appropriation  Bil^  it  was  overshadow- 
ed and  lost  sight  of  amid  tiie  variety  of  other 
objects  with  which  it  was  surrounded.  I  can- 
not help  believing,  swd  Mr.  B.,  that,  when  this 
subject  shall  engage  the  serious  delibenaion  of 
tids  House,  it  will  be  found  that  we  have  fallen 
into  a  gross  departure  from  the  tme  genius  tii 
our  Government  and  the  sound  maxims  of  re- 
publican policy.  The  control  of  tiie  public 
money,  and  ue  designaticm  of  the  objects 
upon  which  it  should  be  expraded,  are  among 
the  hif^est  trusts  confided  to  the  l^ialative 
anthonty  of  the  Union;  and,  to  assign  the 
performance  of  these  trusts  to  any  other  hands 
than  our  own,  is  an  unwarrantable  and  dan- 
gerous delegation  of  our  powers.  This  delega- 
tion, in  the  present  instance,  is  the  less  exca»- 
able,  because  the  duty  we  assign  to  the  Presi- 
dent^ is  one  to  which  we  are  entirely  com- 
petent ourselves.  It  is  admitted  by  all  the 
friends  of  internal  improvements,  under  the 
an^loes  of  the  General  Government,  th«^  in 
their  Intimate  scope,  thej  are  cimfined  ex* 
clusively  to  objects  of  a  pervading  natieiud 
eharaettr.  These  objects  cannot  be  very  nu- 
merous, and.  if  they  w«n  so,  snrebr  we  who 
come  from  the  varioos  divirions  <tf  ute  Confed- 
eracy, and  are  presumed  to  be  aoqn^ted  with 
the  mutual  connection  and  dependence  of  the 
several  parts,  are  as  well  qualified  to  deter- 
mine what  objects  ore  of  general  interest  to  the 
whole,  as  any  individual,  however  elevated  his 
station,  or  justly  entiUed  to  respect  his  opinions 
may  be.  Among  the  many  salutary  counsels 
delivered  by  oar  great  political  reformer,  (I  al- 
lude, sud  Mr,  B.,  to  Mr.  Jeffersrai,)  there  was 
none  more  eamestiy  and  freqneuQy  inculcated 
by  him  than  that  of  "appropriating  spedflo 
sums  for  eveiy  specific  purpose  susceptible  of 
definition."  The  objects  embraced  in  a  natimal 
system  of  internal  improvement,  are  sorely  car 
pable  of  being  defined;  and  I  trust  ve  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  tlie  ocoasion.  dow  presented 
by  the  recurrence  of  our  annual  ^propriations, 
to  return  to  sound  prindples  from  which  we 
have  ino(»dderately  gone  astray.    There  i% 
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beudes,  siid  Hr.  K.  an  obTions  uumngroitj  ia 
oar  present  mode  of  proceeding  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  power  of  aurveying  routes  for  roads 
and  canals  is  assigned  to  one  aepartmeot  of  the 
GoTemmeat,  whue  the  power  of  oonstnicting 
them  ia  rettuned  by  another.  In  consequence 
of  a  difierence  of  opinion  between  the  two  do- 
partmeata,  it  may,  and  no  doubt  will  happen, 
that  the  Freudeat  will  caose  roatea  to  be  sur- 
veyed, vhfadi  Oongress  may  not  oondder  of 
sufficient  impOTtuioe  to  justify  an  application 
of  the  national  resources  for  their  eonstroction, 
and  thus  a  useless  expenditure  vi  the  pnblio 
treasure,  to  a  large  amount,  may  be  Inoorred, 
and  at  a  time,  too,  when  we  are  reminded, 
from  the  lughest  aathorlty,  '*  of  the  necessity 
of  abiding  by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant 
economy.  But  the  most  serioos  olyection  to 
tUs  syst^  of  legislation  remains  to  be  noticed. 
It  is  its  tendency  to  destroy  the  true  bahmce  of 
the  constitution — to  increase,  dangerously  to 
increase,  tiie  influence  of  one  deparfoaent  of  the 
Government  at  the  expense  of  another — ^to 
Btrengthen  that  arm  of  the  pnblio  anthority 
whioE  is  already  sufficiently  powerflil — and  to 
make  gratuitous  additions,  by  legislative  con- 
cession, to  that  mass  of  patronage  seen  red  to 
the  £xeoatiTe  by  the  pronsions  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  which  the  legislative  authority  has 
no  power  to  reduce.  It  was  not  my  object, 
said  Mr.  B.,  to  dwell  on  any  of  these  topics.  I 
have  barely  adverted  to  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  there  ai;e  considerations  in- 
volved in  the  inquiry  I  have  proposed,  of  the 
deepest  import  to  tiie  sound  Mmmistration  of 
the  Government,  and  in  order  to  attract  to 
tiiem  the  deliberate  attention  of  tbe  House,  and 
of  the  committee  to  which  tiie  subject  is  sab- 
mitted.  it  should  become  necessary,  in  the 
farther  progress  of  the  measure,  I  will  endeavor 
to  develop  my  views  of  tills  sulyeot,  in.  all  its 
bearings,  more  fully  to  tiu  House. 

Mr.  Babtlett  stud  he  was  happy  the  atten- 
titm  of  the  House  had  been  called  to  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  the  manner  in  which  appropria- 
tions are  made  by  this  Hoose.  A  reeolutioa 
had  been  lying,  for  some  days,  on  his  table, 
which,  from  that  reluctance  he  ever  felt  to 
trouble  the  Hoose,  he  had  forborne  to  offer, 
the  object  of  which  was  nearly  allied  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia — ^bnt  it  covered 
more  ground  and  went  farther  than  this.  He 
was  persuaded  that,  on  examination,  it  would 
be  found,  that  there  is  not  a  Government  on 
eartii,  where  pnblio  money  is  appn^riated  as 
it  ia  in  ours.  Estimatos  are  sent  to  us  from 
the  departmmts,  in  &  shape,  which  he  did  not 
vt^  was  improper,  (as  he  aid  not  doubt  the  tal- 
imt  vi  the  xme&n  eoneemed,)  but  which,  to 
many,  was  certainly  not  clearly  intelligible. 
Thiaaib  commnnioatious  were  usually  referred  to 
very  able  committees,  but  no  committee  is  just- 
ly expected  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the  va- 
riens  departments  of  information  embraced,  es- 
pecially in  the  annnal  report  of  the  Tressnry, 
nd  which  are  derived  finna  a  ipeat  variety  ia 


sources.  The  duty  of  the  Oonunittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  does  not  demand  that  its  members 
should  be  familiar  with  all  these  particulars, 
since  its  appropriate  duty  is  no  more  than  to 
point  out  uie  manner  in  which  tbe  resources, 
to  be  ^propriated  by  the  House,  shall  be  best 
applied.  But,  as  things  now  operate,  the  pow- 
er <tf  expropriation  resides,  practically,  in  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  whilst  the  responsibility 

the  l^)propriating  power  rests  on  tnis  House. 
The  departments  are  in  the  habit  of  asking  for 
specific  sums  as  in  put  payment  for  such  and 
such  objects — while  the  whole  amount,  which 
the  several  objects  require,  is  never  stated,  and 
nobody  knows  how  gieat  it  may  be.  The  com- 
plaint was  frequent,  that  the  communications 
are  unintelligible,  especially  to  new  members, 
and,  indeed,  to  old  members  too,  unless  they 
will  take  the  labor  of  extensive  and  tedious  in- 
vestigation of  documents.  He,  therefore,  offered 
the  following  amendment,  which,  he  hoped, 
would  be  accepted  by  the  honorable  ^;entiemaa 
£rom  Virginia,  as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  tiie  expe^eooy  of  re- 
quiring, that,  herMfier,  all  estimates  of  ap^pria- 
tiona  lor  the  operations  of  the  different  Depart- 
menta  of  the  Government,  when  tbe  same  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  construcUon  of  works  of  a  permanent 
character,  shall  be  accompanied  with  a  general  de- 
scription of  the  work  proposed,  with  sn  estimate  of 
the  entire  cost  for  its  compleUon,  and,  from  year  to 
jrear,  with  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended,  and 
the  balance  which  wUl  be  required. 

Setoived,  alto,  That  the  same  committee  hiquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provirion,  by  aa 
amendment  of  the  rules  of  the  Honse,  or  o^ervlse, 
that,  herei^r,  the  estimates  for  Hilitu7  service  and 
deTenees  diall  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Mil* 
itary  Affiura— the  estimates  for  Indkui  expenditures 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs— 4be  estimates 
finun  the  Navy  Department,  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs — and  the  estimates  for  the  Public 
Buildiaga,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Build- 
ings ;  and,  that  the  several  committees  shall  make 
report  upon  the  same,  before  any  bill,  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  purposes  oi  sadi  estimate, 
sbaU  be  considered  by  the  House. 

It  was  proper,  Mr.  B.  sud,  that,  in  public,  as 
mnch  as  in  private  ooncerns,  when  any  under- 
taking was  entered  upon,  to  sit  down  first,  and 
count  the  cost.  The  effect  of  the  resolution 
would  enable  tiie  House  to  do  this.  The  oom- 
nuttees  of  the  House  can  then  prononnoe  with 
oo^denee  on  the  propriety  of  making  the  ap- 
propriations asked ;  and  the  power  of  appro- 
priation will  then  be,  where  it  ought  to  b^ 
with  the  re^onsibility.  He  had  not  t^e  least 
iiUention  of  reflecting  on  tiie  Heads  of  Deport- 
ments; hs  knew  their  entire  competency  to 
the  discharge  of  tiieir  arduous  duties.  He  did 
not  reflect  on  the  men,  but  on  the  system — on 
t^e  mode  of  business  pursued.  The  result  of 
such  a  plan  often  wa&  that  an  object,  which 
had  been  recommended  by  one  of  these  ofScers.- 
and  iu  part,  appropriated  for,  was  disapproved 
by  his  snocesBor  in  office ;  and  thus  the  House 
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polled  down  what  it  had  buUt  up,  and  the  pab- 
lio  money  was  oselessly  sqoandered. 

Hr.  Rrrss  replied,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
him,  from  having  heard  the  reeolntion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  read,  that  its  tenor  and 
intention  were  at  all  parallel  with  the  views  he 
had  in  oflfering  his  own.  It  omtalned  no  ref- 
erence to  the  sorveyB  made  for  works  of  internal 
Improvoneat— no  allusion  whatever  to  the  sab- 
Joct  of  roads  and  canals,  or  if  to  them,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  not  to  the  expenses  of  the  prelim- 
inary steps  whic^  led  to  their  adoption,  nor  to 
the  discretionary  power  of  aathori^ng  those 
expenses  and  controlling  them. 

The  subject  to  which  nis  own  resolution  had 
reference,  stood,  he  thought,  in  a  peculiar  sitn- 
ation;  in  no  law  ever  piused  by  Congress,  was 
BO  wide  a  discretionary  power  intrusted  to  the 
Ezeoative.  A  gross  sum,  and  a  very  lai^  one, 
was  put  into  his  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing such  roads  and  canals  surveyed  as  he  might 
jndge  promotive  of  the  national  advantage. 
Bat  was  not  the  Honse  as  competent  as  we 
Prendentitf  the  United  States  to  judge  which 
of  the  various  objects  proposed  would  promote 
that  object)  "Where  was  the  need  of  reposing 
this  immense  discretionary  power  in  the  nands 
of  the  President?  He  thought  the  House 
abould  ret^n  it  in  their  own  hands:  that  a 
gross  sum  ought  not  to  be  given ;  but  that  spe- 
cific appropriations  ought  to  be  made,  wherever 
practicable,  for  these  preliminary  surveys,  as 
veil  as  for  any  sobsequent  stage  of  the  several 
works.  He  saw  much  to  approve  ia  the  gen- 
tleinon^B  resolution,  but  he  most  pardon  him  if 
he  declined  accepting  it  as  a  modifioalion  of  his 
own.  As  a  separate  and  independent  resolu- 
tion, if  ofibred  by  that  gaLtleman,  he  would 
cheerftilly  vxA»  for  it. 

Mr.  BASTurr  then  observed,  that,  as  the 
two  resolutions  bad  a  general  reference  to  the 
same  subject,  and  as  there  was  a  possibility  that 
the  objects  of  both  might  be  embraced  by  unit- 
ing the  two ;  with  this  hope,  he  would  move 
that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, together  with  his  own,  as  an  amendment, 
be  Imd  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

(On  a  subsequent  day  Mr.  Babtlxtt  with- 
drew his  motion  to  amend,  and  the  reeolntion 
irf  Kr.  Bim  was  agreed  to.) 

A  Memorial o/th0  YUse  Pretitiaat  ^tha  VniUd 
State*, 

The  Bpeaker  laid  before  the  Honse  the  fol- 
lowing eommanicotion  from  John  0.  Oauoouk, 
Vice  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  vis: 

The  Sfkakee  oftlu  Sotm  of  RepmtntaHvf : 

Sir :  YoQ  will  pleuc  to  lay  before  the  HoaM,over 
which  voa  prenae,  the  cnolosed  commuoicatloD  ad- 
dressed to  that  body. 

Tety  rapectfnlly,  yoar^  ka. 

J.  C.  CALHOUir. 


CDbckhbsb,  1826. 
2b  Of  EemairmUe  the  Member*  of  the  Soam 

An  imperious  sense  of  duty,  and  a  sacred  regard 
to  the  honor  of  the  station  vfaieh  I  occupy,  compel 
me  to  approach  your  body  In  Its  dnraeter  of 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation. 

Charges  hare  been  made  against  me  of  the  most 
serious  nature,  and  which,  if  true,  ou^t  to  degrade 
Die  from  the  high  station  in  which  I  have  been 
placed  by  the  choice  of  my  fellow-citisens,  and  to 
consign  m^  name  to  perpetual  infamy. 

lu  cUiming  the  invest^^tion  of  the  House,  I  am 
sensible,  that,  under  oar  bee  and  happy  institatiiHiL 
the  conduct  of  public  servants  Is  a  wr  aiUffect  of 
the  closest  scrutiny  and  the  freest  remaAs,  and  that 
a  firm  and  faithful  discharge  of  datv  ollbrds,  onfi< 
narily,  ample  protection  against  poltdcol  attacks; 
but  when  such  attacks  assume  the  character  of  im- 
peochabla  ofienoes,  and  become,  in  some  degree,  of- 
ficial, by  being  placed  among  Uie  public  records,  an 
officer  thus  assidled,  however  base  tin  fastnmeat 
used,  if  coDsdoas  of  InnoeeDse,  ean  look  fiw  nftage 
only  to  the  Hall  of  the  immeiUate  BcpceseatrtiTee 
of  the  people.  It  Is  thus  I  find  myseu  most  onex* 
pectedly  |wu:ed. 

On  Wednesday  mortdng  last,  it  was  for  the  first 
time  intimated  to  me,  that  charges  of  a  very  serioos 
nature  agiunst  me  were  lodged  In  one  of  tlie  Exec- 
utive Departments:  during  the  day,  rumors  from 
eeveral  quarters  to  the  same  effect  reached  me ;  but 
the  first  certain  information  of  their  character,  was 
received  yesterdiiy  morning,  through  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  District.  It  appears,  from  Its 
statement,  that  I  am  accused  of  the  sordid  and  in- 
famous crime  of  participating  in  the  profits  of  a 
contract  formed  with  the  Government,  through  the 
Department  of  War,  while  I  was  intrusted  with  the 
dischance  of  Its  duties^  and  that  the  aeeusatien  has 
been  officially  presented  as  the  ba^  of  an  olBeU 
act  of  the  War  Department,  and  conaeqoently  to  be 
placed  among  its  records,  as  a  lasting  stigma  on  my 
character. 

Conscious  of  my  entire  Innocence  in  this  and 
every  other  public  act,  and  that  1  have  ever  been 
incapable,  in  the  performance  of  duty,  of  being  in* 
fluenced  by  any  other  moUve  than  a  sacred  regard 
to  the  pubuc  interest,  and  resolved,  as  fiir  as  human 
effort  can  extend,  to  leave  an  untarnished  reputation 
to  posterity,  I  challenge  the  freest  investi^tion  of 
the  House,  as  the  only  means  effeetnally  to  rnid 
this  premeditated  attack  to  pnsltais  de- 
stroying ftwsvw  my  diarocter. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Vice  PretUentt^  the  United  Statee. 

WASHnonox,  29th  Dec.  182ft. 

Mr.  Floyd  said,  that  such  waa  the  rspid  aoe- 
cession  of  members  ia  this  Honse,  that  there 
were  but  few  now  present  who  were  members 
of  it,  when  the  contract,  referred  to  in  the  Vies 
President's  letter,  had  been  a  subject  of  exami- 
nation on  this  floor.  He  was  th«i  a  member, 
and  wonld  say,  that  he  had  paid  pnrticular  at- 
tention to  this  contract,  and,  in  some  pointi  oS 
view,  it  had  met  his  disapprobation  and  ceor 
sure.  He  cotdd  say,  farther,  and  the  <dd  mem- 
bers could  bear  bim  out  in  the  assertiMi,  that 
be  was  seen  In  ofipoation  to  many  of  the  meafr- 
urea  of  tin  "War  Departawnt,  daring  tlie  tint 
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the  present  Vice  President  presided  over  it, 
and  ireqaenti;-  thought  them  too  bold,  and  not 
Bofficientljr  economical ;  bat  he  had  never  seen 
§  any  thing  to  impeach  the  integritjr  of  that  gen- 
tleman, nor  did  he  now  see  an;'  thing  to  impair 
the  opinion  which  he  had  always  entert^ned 
<^  his  character.  Bat  a  charge  is  now  made 
agu&Bt  him,  and'  I  approve  (said  Mr.  F.)  the 
manner  ia  which  he  has  met  it,  by  a  prompt 
demand  for  an  investigation  on  this  floor.  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  oalnmnf— I  regret,  exceed- 
ingly r^ret,  that  a  charge  of  saoh  a  nature, 
upon  SDch  fonndation,  ahonld  be  brought  against 
an  officer  so  high  in  public  offic&  and  I  may 
add,  so  high  in  public  fovor ;  and  I  will  lend 
my  efforts  to.  an  examination  of  the  charge, 
and  the  aapresnon  of  the  oalomny. 

We  have  fallen  on  evil  times,  when  such  a 
man  has  to  answer  audi  a  chai^fe — ^but,  much 
as  it  may  concern  him,  X  consider  it  also  as  con- 
oeming  the  country  itael^  and  the  form  of  Gov- 
ernment under  which  we  live.  The  honor  of 
our  public  officers,  is  ours  aa  well  as  theirs. 
A  stain  upon  their  official  conduct  is  an  ii^ury 
to  the  Government  which  they  administer ;  and, 
while  ready  to  proceed  against  them  for  mis- 
oonduot,  when,  nnhappilyj  caose  may  exiat  for 
eo  doing,  it  is  our  duty  to  aee  that  unfounded 
4duu^es  shall  be  exposw  and  detected.  Di^r- 
enoe  of  opinion  upon  the  economy,  the  proprie- 
ty, the  wisdom  of  public  measures,  is  one 
thing;  bat  to  attack  the  official  rectitude  of 
an  offioer  is  another.  In  such  attacks,  if  unjust 
or  unfounded,  we  attack  our  Republican  form  of 
Government ;  we  give  joy  and  triumph  to  all 
its  enemies ;  we  weaken  its  clum  to  respecta- 
bility, and  I^ten  its  downfall.  We  should  re- 
collect that  we  are  closely  watched  by  all  the 
enemies  of  free  Government  in  Europe.  Since 
the  fall  of  the  great  Napoleon,  a  2£inister  of  the 
Legitimates  has  almost  proposed  to  torn  the 
fifteen  hundred  thousand  bayonets  of  Europe 
•gainst  the  liberty  of  the  United  States.  Such 
audacious  projects  will  be  encouraged  by  every 
thing  that  bnngs  odium  upon  our  institutions ; 
and  nothing  could  bring  more  odium  upon 
tbem  than  to  show  that  our  public  men  are 
eorrupt  This  calumny  ^;ainst  the  seoond  offi- 
cer tk  our  Government,  medfc  and  despicable 
as  it  may  be^  wilt  fly  to  Europe,  and  be  re- 
printed there.  Then  let  the  refutation  press 
upon  its  heels  and  destroy  it.  I  rejoice  that  the 
Vice  President  has  met  the  calumny  as  he  has 
done.  He  demands  on  investigation  on  this 
floor.  Let  it  be  granted  to  him,  and  let  justice 
be  done.  Mr.  F.  concluded,  by  moving  that 
the  oomnmnioatuMi  of  the  Vice  Prudent  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Sdeot  Gomndttee. 

Mr.  Goon  add,  it  would  be  reoolleoted  by  a 
oamber  of  the  monbers  4^  the  House,  present, 
.  that  the  ooDtraet  out  of  whMi  the  present  ap- 
plication grew,  was  bron^^  to  the  notice  of 
tibe  House  on  bis  call.  When  this  Rip  Rap 
oontract  as  it  is  called,  was  laid  before  the 
Hoose,  I  examined  it  (said  Mr.  0.)  with  the 
gfaatest  semtiiqr,  and  with  tiw  oloeest  i^lioa- 


{ tion ;  and  X  t^e  this  occasion  to  declare,  that 
I  did  not  discover  the  most  trivial  circumstance 
going  to  show  that  the  t^en  Secretary  of  War 
was  in  the  remotest  degree  improperly  concern- 
ed in  it.  This  contract  was  examined  by  me, 
not  once  only,  but  four  different  times,  and  it  is 
just  tliat  I  should  make  this  early  disclosure, 
that  I  entertun  not  the  remotest  suspicion  of 
impropriety  against  that  officer  in  the  transac- 
tion.  I  shall  most  readily  vote  for  the  investi- 
gation, sidd  Ur.  0.,  but  not  with  the  view  of 
satisfyu^f  my  mind  on  the  subject. 

The  question  then  being  put  on  Vr.  FLOTi>*a 
motion,  it  wfi  agreed  to,  with  scarcely  a  Soar 
senting  voice.  A  committee  of  seven  members 
was  ordered:  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaupbbll,  the  committee 
were  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

And  then  the  Hoose  acyoumed  to  Ta«day. 


Ttjbsdat,  January  2. 
S/d^f  to  the  Si^ff'ering  Oreeht. 
Mer  LmHOBTOH  moved  the  following  resfdu- 
tion : 

Betolve^  That  the  Cotnmittce  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  Instmoted  to  prepare  ud  bring  in  a  bill  making 
an  appropriation  of  $50,000,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Preudent,  in  the  porobaae  and 
transportation  of  provisions  mr  the  Buffering  inhab* 
itants  of  Greece. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  spoke  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :  Having  passed  the  first  day  of  the  year 
in  the  festivities  analogous  to  the  season,  in  tlie 
enjoyment  of  present  happiness,  the  retrospect 
of  past  prosperity,  and  tne  pleasing  anticipa- 
tion of  a  continuance  of  the  olessings  of  peace 
and  plenty,  let  us  dedicate  the  second  to  an  act 
of  general  charity — not  forbidden  by  our  con- 
stitution— ^infringing  the  rights  of  no  other  na- 
tion, and  highly  honorable  to  our  own. 

I  have  b^ore  me  a  letter  written  by  an  hon- 
orable member  i^  this  House,  oimtaining  a  pio 
tore  of  ^stress  that  oannot  fail  to  touch  the 
heart  of  any  one  who  reads  it.  l^e  evidence 
it  contains  comes  from  a  Greek,  high  in  office 
and  reputation.  He  endeavors  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  poverty  and  destitute  state  of  his  na- 
tion, "to  whom,"  he  says,  "the  foe  has  left 
no  agriculture,  no  commerce,  no  arts."  Gut  off 
from  all  the  usual  means  of  subsistence,  to  the 
horrors  of  war  are  added  tiie  desolation  of  fam- 
ine ;  war,  in  its  most  sava^  remorseless  state ; 
famine,  with  the  expectation  of  pestilence,  its 
usuol  attendant — ^they  are  suffering  this  in  the 
holiest  of  causes,  and  doing  honor  to  the  canse, 
by  the  courage,  constancy,  and  unyielding  spirit 
with  whieh  they  support  it 

If  the  stem  dictates  of  natitmal  duty  prevent 
our  affording  more  effectual  assistance,  we  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  in  this,  at 
least,  no  civilized  nation  can,  with  justice,  tax 
us  with  a  breach  of  neutrality.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  give  a  subsidy  to  the  nation,  or  to 
supply  them  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the- 
war,  bnt  to  clothe  jthe  naked,  to  feed  the  hun- 
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gry,  to  comfort  the  despairing — to  do  that 
which  a  civilized  enem^r  woold  himself  do. 
'Women  and  children  are  the  olfjecta  of  this  re- 
lief. The  commerce  in  proviiatHis  is  not  con- 
traband ;  our  citizens  may  supply  them,  and 
why  not  the  Groverament}  And  we  are  not 
without  precedent  to  sapport  it  The  iiihabi- 
tantfl  of  St.  Domingo,  driven  from  their  coun- 
try by  a  deatrnettve  instm-ection,  took  reflige 
hue,  were  hospitably  reodved  by  our  citizens, 
and  genenHuly  Bopported  from  tbe  Natioaal 
Treasury.  A  umilkr  provision  was  made  for 
the  exiles  from  Cuba.  These  cases  settle  the 
eoDfititutiooal  question.  The  one' I  am  abont  to 
mention  is  equally  oondnsive,  but  applies  partio- 
ularly  to  show  that  we  have  not  thougnt  the 
dnties  of  humanity,  in  a  similar  instance,  incon- 
^stent  with  those  of  neutrality.  In  the  year 
1612,  a  dreadful  calamity  occurred  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Venezuela,  then  at  war  with  Spain,  or, 
as  that  power  called  it,  in  rebellion — ^the  prin- 
dpal  city  of  the  province  was  overwhelmed  by 
an  earthquake.  The  United  States  immediately 
directed  the  very  sum  proposed  by  this  resola* 
tion,  to  be  laid  out  in  supplies  and  sent  to  these 
aafierera ;  yet  Spain  never  conqdained  that  this 
was  ft  breach  of  neotrality ;  the  nations  of  En- 
rope  never  considered  it  as  on  act  inconastent 
with  the  laws  of  nations — and  so  far  from  los- 
ing^ we  certiunly  acquired  nationfll  reputation. 
Now,  sir,  compare  these  cases  with  that  under 
consideration.  In  the  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba 
cases,  the  sufferers  belonged  to  a  rich  and  power- 
ful nation,  whose  duties  for  their  relief  might 
seem  to  sopersede  our  interference.  In  that  of 
Venezuela  the  destruction  was  principally  that 
of  the  buildings  in  the  cities — the  country,  its 
agncoltorCf  its  arta,  its  rosooroes,  remuned  un- 
touched. 

In  Greece,  on  the  oontraipr,  we  have  one 
general  jHotnre  of  horror  and  destdation — theirs 
is  the  revme  of  oar  happy  state— their  plou^h- 
ihares  are  turned  into  swords — their  pronmg 
hooks  into  spears.  The  olives  of  Attica  are 
rooted  up ;  the  harvests  of  the  Peloponnesus 
laid  waste ;  the  vines  of  Bamos  are  destroyed ; 
their  commerce  and  arts  are  annihilated;  and 
no  one  circnmstance  that  the  strongest  imagi- 
nation could  create  is  wanting  to  complete  tno 
picture  of  their  misery.  Is  it  possible  that  any 
but  the  strongest^  tiie  most  insurmountable  ob- 
stades,  con  prevent  our  relieving  such  distress, 
when  we  have  the  mews?  I  thmk  it  has  been 
shown  that  neither  our  o(»fititution  nor  oar 
iieatralit7,etftnd  in  our  way.  Will  our  oonstit- 
nentft  disavow  nat  We  ahould  insult  them 
by  the  doubt  Will  they  who  use  the  super- 
fluous wealth  with  wluoh  they  are  blessed  in 
the  doubtflil  enterprise  of  converting  tiie  hea- 
tlien  of  the  East  and  West  to  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  object  to  the  oert^n  relief  of  thou- 
sands of  their  Christian  brethren  from  pesti- 
lence and  famine  I  The  preservation  of  Chris- 
tians  is  surely  as  meritorious  as  it  can  be  to 
multiply  them  by  conversion. 

I  do  sot  appeal  to  the  qrmpathiea  of  the 


House  for  tiie  cause  in  which  all  these  misO' 
ries  are  suffered.  It  is  not  necessary,  for  I  am 
persuaded  that  no  man  who  hears  me,  feels 
differently  from  myself;  and,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, I  have  not  talents  for  the  task;  but 
there  are  men  in  this  assembly,  (and  I  implore 
the  aid  of  their  talents  and  eloqouice,)  who,  in 
such  a  cause,  wonld  carry  the  minds  of  all  who 
heard  them,  tothe  cmdauonsftToraUetothe 
great  caose  of  humanity  and  natioual  hmot 
vrhkh  I  plead.  "Far  u^sel^  without  the  talent 
to  pnrsuado,  I  trust  to  the  simple  statement 
that  here  is  a  whole  nation,  professing  the 
faith  in  which  we  believe,  assertmg  the  Uberty 
for  which  we  have  contended,  and  which  we 
enjoy :  contending  for  them  agiunst  a  merciless 
and  powerful  enemy,  with  a  courage  not  equal- 
led, certuuly  not  surpassed,  in  the  heroic  ages 
of  their  ancestors:  that  they  are  suffering  not 
only  the  evils  of  the  most  savage  wor&re,  bat 
nakedness,  famine,  and  want  of  every  descrip- 
tion ;  that  they  cfdl  upon  us  for  aid,  and  that 
we  have  the  means  to  afford  it.  The  will,  I 
tmat,  is  not  wanting.  I  shall  not  waste  the  time 
of  the  Hoase  by  anticipating  oljeetions:  ahould 
any  be  ofiisred,  I  will  wdeavor  to  answer  them. 

Me,  MoDcTFiB  said  he  hoped  that  the  HoaB& 
before  it  agreed  to  the  resoIntiiHi  just  offered 
for  its  adoption,  would  first  satisfy  itself  as  to 
the  effect  which  the  measure  proposed  would 
have  on  the  relations  of  this  country  with  the 
belligerent  powers.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  would  satisfy  him  that,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  the  United  States  would 
not  be  made  a  party  to  the  existing  war  be- 
tween Greece  and  Turkey — that  it  would  mun- 
tiun  our  neutrality  honestly  and  fairly — his  only 
objection  to  it  woold  be  remove^  and  he  would 
go  with  the gentlemaa  heart  and  hand;  all  the 
feelings  of  his  natore  would  laga  him  to  give 
such  a  Effopontion  his  zealona  sni^Nnt;  and  be 
was  satisfied,  for  lus  part,  that  there  existed  no 
oonstitationaldifficuluesintheway.  But,  while 
it  became  the  United  States  ever  to  act  with 
magnanimity,  and  a  regard  to  the  dictates  oi 
humane  feeling,  it  becwoe  the  Government  no 
less  to  act  wi£  openness,  with  directness,  and 
with  integrity,  towards  all  nations.  He  was 
convinced  that,  According  to  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions, the  act  proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiaoa  would,  as 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  the  aid.  of  the 
Greeks,  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  neutraUty 
of  this  country,  and  would,  in  fact,  be  an  act 
of  war.  If  tiie  naticm  is  to  do  any  thing  to  aid 
the  Greeks  in  their  stragf^e,  let  ns  not  vote 
this  paltry  sum  of  fifty  thonsuid  dcdlors,  which 
may  be  squandered  um»rofitably,  hot  let  us  put 
in  motion  the  whole  Navy  of  the  United  States 
in  the  oaose.  Let  us  act  openly,  and,  if  we  ore 
to  do  any  thing,  let  us  act  effectnally,  upon  a 
scale  which  becomes  the  national  character. 

JSt.  Lxvikoston  was  gratified  to  find  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDcFriK) 
had  no  other  objection  to  the  resolution  but 
that  he  tbiaka  it  would  be  oootrary  to  oarnen- 
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tral  rights,  because  Ur.  L.  thooglit  he  might  lie 
satisfi^  that  head,  and  then  he  ^onld 
count  on  his  support. 

If  this  were  a  grant  of  monef,  prorisiona,  or 
other  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  (s^d  Mr. 
L.,)  it  might  be  con^dered  as  a  snbsidy  voloa- 
tarily  offered,  and  of  coarse  inconsistent  with 
our  neutrality ;  but  it  is  a  supply  to  the  neces- 
sitous in  the  nation  at  lat^ :  and  what  must  be 
convincing  of  its  consistency  with  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  is  this:  provisions  are  not  contra- 
band of  war,  except  when  going  to  a  besieged 
place.  The  trade  In  them  to  Greece  at  large,  is 
as  lawful  to  onr  merohants  now,  as  it  could  he 
if  they  were  at  peace.  If  the  enemy  of  Greece 
should  interropi  this  trade  hr  the  capture  of 
onr  merchant  vessels,  it  woald  be  a  breach  of 
onr  rights,  and,  if  persevered  in,  a  cause  of 
war.  This  Grovemment  wonld  be  under  the 
obligation  of  protecting  its  citizens  in  their 
lawful  commerce.  Now,  would  it  not  be  a 
solecism  to  say,  that  the  Turks  have  a  right  to 
consider  tm  as  parties  in  the  war  for  the  same 
acts  which,  if  denied  to  our  citizens,  we  should 
have  a  right  to  enforce  by  war?  There  cannot 
be  two  laws  on  this  snbject— one  for  the  (5ov- 
emment,  another  for  its  citizens.  Either  the 
Turks  have  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  any 
merchantman  bound  to  a  port  in  Greece,  which 
is  not  blookaded,  or  they  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  Government  for  sending  the  same 
Bnpplies;  but  the  right  to  carry  provinons  by 
neutral  Individnals  to  a  bellifferent,  is  one  that 
has  always  been  contended  for  by  onr  (5ovem- 
ment,  and  has  never  been  contested  but  in 
times  of  acknowledged  irregularity  and  lawless 
force.  Therefore,  the  same  right  exists  in  the 
nentral  nation  itself.  This  reasoning  must  have 
prevailed  in  the  case  of  Venezuela.  They,  at 
the  time  we  sent  them  provisions,  were  at  war 
with  Spain;  and  although,  at  that  time,  it  was 
the  strong  case  of  insurrectionary  war — a  re- 
hellion,  as  it  was  called  by  Spain — ^yet  our  hu- 
mane ioterference,  so  far  from  being  complained 
of  as  a  breach  of  neutrality,  or  an  unproper  in- 
terference between  Bpoin  and  ber  insurgent 
Colonies,  was  then  coi^dered,  and  will  be  con- 
ridered  in  history,  as  a  measure  honorable  to 
the  character  of  the  country." 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  we 
should  go  farther — I  understood  him  to  mean  if 
this  is  intended  as  a  hostile  measure.  I  ^ee 
with  him  that,  if  we  intended  to  enter  as  a 
party  in  the  contest,  this  would  not  be  enough. 
But  I  do  not  propose  it  with  that  intent  I  am 
as  adverse  as  any  member  can  be  to  advise  any 
act,  either  unjust  in  itself^  or  that  may  give  just 
cause  of  offence  to  any  nation.  Yet,  if  any 
case  can  exist  that  would  justify  a  departure 
from  the  strict  line  of  neutrality,  it  is  the  pre&< 
ent.  Would  to  God,  rir,  that  we  could  render 
more  eflbctnal  aid  in  this  glorious  strug^e — 
would  to  God  that,  instead  of  purchasing  one 
of  the  frigates  intended  for  the  deliverance  of 
this  distressed  people,  we  could  have  furnished 
1^  means  for  the  departure  of  boyi.  Aa  it  is, 
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we  have  eh^ed  the  Ijbbratob  to  our  wharves^ 
but  have  sent  them  liie  Hops  to  support  them 
under  their  cruel  calamities.  May  the  name  be 
ominous  of  future  snecess  and  final  triumph  to 
their  holy  cause. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  feeling  and  inter- 
esting subject  which  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana bad  brought  to  their  view  with  so  much 
enthusiasm,  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  ex- 
presBiDg  his  r^^t  that,  on  a  question  which 
his  coUeague  (Mr.  MoDuffkb)  had  very  fairly 
put,  as  one  involving  the  neutral  relations  « 
the  eonntiT,  the  geuUeman  from  Louiriana  had 
not  given  his  resolution  tiie  usual  direction,  by- 
submitting  a  motion  that  it  should  be  printed, 
and,  for  tiie  ^«flent,  laid  on  the  table.  The 
HoOB^  under  the  gnui  at  the  gentleman^s  elo- 
quence, ou^t  notnow  to  beprecdpitated  into  a 
prematnre  ^whidi  might  in  the  ei^  be  a  cU»- 
astrous)  decision. 

Be  would,  however,  before  he  took  his  seat, 
in  responding  to  the  generous  sentiments  which 
the  gentleman  had  expressed  in  favor  of  a  gal- 
lant and  suffering  race,  observe,  that  he  thought 
his  friend  from  Louisdana  had  not  displayed  his 
usual  acuteness  in  replying  to  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  MoDuxTiE,)  by  insisting  that  the  neutnd- 
ity  of  tiie  country  could  not  be  endangered,  if 
the  pro^stons  were  sent  to  the  people  of 
Greece,  and  not  to  its  Goremment  He  would 
ask  that  gentleman,  whether  this  was  not  a  dis- 
tinction without  a  difference  f  in  a  word,  wheth- 
er the  people  of  Greece  were  not  fighting  against 
the  Turks?  and  whether,  if  provisions  were 
sent  out  to  Greece  by  this  Government,  he 
would  limit  the  donation  to  the  wretched  and 
forlorn  women  and  children,  who  were,  per- 
haps, at  this  moment,  seeking  a  temporary  ref- 
uge amidst  those  mouldering  columns  and  por- 
ticos of  departed  greatness,  which  once  made 
their  country  the  wonder  and  delight  of  the 
world,  without  permitting  the  gallant  sol- 
diery, by  whom  their  wrongs  were  to  be 
avenged,  to  participate  in  one  morsel  ot  tiie 
bounty  of  this  Government  f 

He  thought  too,  the  gentleman  ftvm  Louiri- 
ana  had  boen  equally  unfortunate  in  his  distinc- 
tion between  provisions  and  munitions  of  war, 
by  ui^ng,  in  reply  to  his  colleague,  that  the 
sending  of  the  former  to  Greece,  would  he  not 
contraband,  and  therefore,  no  invarion  of  neu- 
trality. To  this  he  could  only  say,  that  there 
were  circumstances  under  which  an  aid  by  pro- 
visions might  be  the  most  efficient  succor  a 
belligerent  could  receive;  and  it  was  surely  not 
necessary  for  him  to  remind  the  gentleman 
from  Louisiana,  that  one  of  the  most  philosoph- 
ical and  enlightened  writers  on  the  Art  of  War, 
had  long  since  said  that  food  is  one  of  the  most 
matoriu  of  its  ^ews.  Whether  we  can,  there- 
fore, invigorste  the  nerves  of  the  Gredan  war- 
rior by  Ukis  aid,  was  a  question  far  too  im- 
portant and  delicate  in  its  relations,  to  be  do* 
cidod  without  dther  past  notice  or  even  preeent 
d^bezation. 
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He  would  frankly  saj,  that,  if^  under  the 
Bjmpatliy  and  ezcitemeDt  of  such  a  theme, 
wrought  hj  the  fervid  eloquence  of  the  gen- 
tlenuoj  be  could  be  induced  to  vote  for  his 
proposition,  and  otM  man,  oalling  himself  an 
American,  and  endeared  to  him  by  the  rela- 
tkuu  of  a  eotmtrymaii,  should  snffer  in  a  for- 
eign land  from  the  bowstring  of  the  Tni^  for  one 
he  would  confess  that  such  a  vote  would  here- 
after never  be  a  subject  of  comfort  or  congrat- 
nladcHi  to  himsdf.  To  ^ve  the  Honse,  how- 
ever, time  to  wei^  the  import  of  the  gentle- 
man's resolution,  he  would  move  that  it  lie  on 
ihe  table  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  theresolntionwaa 
accordingly  lud  on  the  taUfl)  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TnuBSDAT,  January  4. 

Food  for  the  Florida  Indtam. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wnms,  it  was 

Jtemlped,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfUn 
be  i.istructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
riding  bf  law  fiv  the  removal  of  the  Florida  In- 
diana. 

Mr.  WorrB  satd,  in  introducing  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit,  he  was 
aware  of  the  departure  it  proposed  from  tho 
establi^ed  policy  of  the  Government,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  boundaries, 
and  of  the  deep  necemty  for  snch  a  change, 
whether  we  consult  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  or  the  miserable  remnants  of  the 
abori^nea  of  this  oontinent.  It  is  a  fact,  too 
notorioos  to  be  quesUoned  <hi  this  floor,  that 
the  (4>pearance  or  negotiation  with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  a  cesrion  m  thdi  land,  was  only  & 
flolemn  farce,  the  forms  of  a  contract,  in  which 
there  is  neither  the  justice  of  an  equal,  nor  the 
magnanimity  of  a  anperior.  The  United  States 
have,  by  statute,  di^an<^iized  every  nation  of 
Indians  within  their  boundaries,  by  declaring 
they  shall  not  alienate  their  lands  to  any  other 
power ;  and  if  they  had  followed  up  the  eys- 
teiUj  after  denying  their  sovereignty  in  this  ex- 
plicit act  of  le^^i^tit)^  adopted  some  plan 
for  the  secunty  and  civilization  of  that  un- 
fortunate race,  it  would  have  saved  them 
from  final  extermination,  and  prevented  the 
fronUer  aettlonfflitB  from  being  stained  with 
the  blood  of  oar  dtizenfl.  They  deny  them  the 
right  of  dominion  over  thnr  lands,  and  yet  ne- 
gotiate with  them  with  all  the  formsJity  of 
citual  and  independent  sovereigns.  Tho  time 
has  arrived  when  the  United  States,  from  the 
considerations  of  policy,  and  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity, should  subject  them  to  their  absolute 
control,  and  dispose  of  them  in  snch  a  manner 
as  may  be  best  calcnloted  for  their  preservation 
and  support  Whatever,  said  Mr.  W.,  may  be 
the  general  plan  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Confess  may  adopt,  it  is  my  pecu- 
liar duty  to  submit,  for  the  comdaeration  of  this 
Hoose,  the  inquiry  which  this  resolution  pro- 
poses, and  the  remedy  must  either  be  i4>plied, 


or  the  Indiana  subjected  to  absolute  starvation* 
Indeed,  tbey  have  been  sohnsting,  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  on  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  plunder  and  robbery  of  my  eon- 
stitoenta.  To  relieve  them  from  ttiia  ritnatioii, 
this  coarse  was  suggested  at  the  last  Bemixm  of 
Congress,  and  having  fiiiled,  an  andieatioD  waa 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  foe  the  iq^int- 
ment  of  Commismonen  for  the  purpose  m  see- 
ing what  could  be  done  by  the  usual  expedient 
of  n^otiation.  That  having  failed,  the  crisii 
has  at  last  arrived,  whether  uie  people  of  Flor^ 
ida  must  support  the  Indians,  in  a  state  of  star- 
vation, or  be  massacred  for  refiisal.  The  isBue 
is  fairly  made  up,  and  the  work  of  murder  hav- 
ing been  begun  by  the  Indians,  of  women  and 
children,  the  scene  that  I  predicted  last  Winter 
is  now  exhibited.  The  people  of  that  country 
are  driven,  in  defence  of  th^  homes,  tbwr 
wives,  and  children,  to  take  up  arms;  and 
those  who  survive  tbkr  Jnst  indignation,  mngfe 
be  removed  to  srane  other  qoartw,  or  pensh. 

During  the  last  seasion  of  Congress,  in  the 
discnssions  on  this  subject,  it  was  emi^atically, 
and  rather  reproochfuly,  asked,  what  brou^t 
these  people  to  their  present  abject  and  miser- 
able condition)  I  answer,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida  had  no  instrumentality  in  it.  It  was 
the  Government  iteelf,  by  a  decision  most  un- 
expected and  extraordinary.  The  Indians,  as 
a  nation,  had  surrendered  all  title  to  the  coun- 
try, in  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  Government, 
in  1784,  and  were  tenants  at  will  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, having  no  permanency  of  habitation, 
or  specified  Ihuits,  but  extending  fn  detached 
bodies,  from  the  St.  Jtdm'a  to  Pensacda— « 
tract  of  oountiy  850  miles  in  extmt,  and  oeca- 
pied  by  sereml  broken  tribes  and  fugitive 
Creeks,  who  had  fled  to  that  territory  for  an 
asylum  during  tho  Creek  war.  Spain  ceded  the 
Floridaa  to  the  United  States  without  any  ref- 
erence to  their  title,  which  had  been  l>efore  ex- 
tinguished, in  absolute  dominion  and  full  prop- 
erty; and  the  United  States  being  thus  pos- 
seted, were  fully  authorized  to  remove  the  In- 
dians where  and  when  they  pleased.  All  these 
facts  were  communicated  to  the  Government, 
and  laid  before  Congress,  in  1828.  So  early  as 
December^822, 1  addressed  a  letter  to  tlie  Seo* 
retaiy  of  War,  alleging  these  Acta,  and  vindi- 
cating the  right  of  the  United  Btatea  to  panne 
that  conrae,  and  the  many  coOHderaUrais  tor 
such  a  dig)osition  of  them.  It  waa  obvious 
that  tlie  United  Sti^  woold  not  surrender 
such  a  country  to  a  few  thousand  Indians,  wid^ 
ly  scattered  along  onr  searcoast— the  wqaid- 
tion  and  advantages  of  which  to  the  United 
States,  had  been  the  prominent  oon^eratitm 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  Spain. 
The  Government  were  then  inforroed,  in  that 
letter,  that  the  Indians,  even  in  the  possession  of 
this  immense  tract  of  country,  from  the  scanrity 
of  game,  had  been  reduced  to  great  extremities, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  they 
could  be  continued.  The  danger  at  their  act- 
ing as  pioneers,  for  conducting  an  eneny  into 
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the  interior,  the  necessity  of  an  efSoient  popu- 
latton  on  our  soathem  bordex,  the  repngnance 
of  the  whites  to  settle  in  that  vicinity,  and  tiie 
oonseqnent  ii^ary  in  the  sale  of  the  public  hmds, 
were  all  urged  aa  auxiliary  causes  for  their  re- 
moval— at  the  same  time  and  before,  when 
General  Jackson  was  Governor  of  Florida,  he 
urged  the  same  cause — all  of  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  OoQgresa.  The  Indians  expected  to 
be  removed.  The  fo^Uve  Creeks  were  pre- 
pariBg  to  go  baofc  to  their  nation,  when,  to  onr 
aaton  wunent,  inatniotiona  wen  usned  we  hcAi- 
ing  m  treofy,  and  &  fiwmal  oeadon  of  that  which 
they  had  nc^  and  never  would  have  pretended 
to,  was  to  be  made  to  the  United  States,  who 
covenanted  to  surrender  them  four  miUions 
thirty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  with  the 
privily  of  extending  the  northern  boundary 
to  an  undefined  extent,  besides  large  stipends. 
The  Government  alone,  then,  with  a  knowledge 
of  all  these  facta,  are  responsible  for  their  pres- 
ent situation;  and  they  have  been  reminded 
from  time  to  time,  by  petition,  resolution,  cor- 
respondence, and  remonstrance,  of  the  fatal 
policy.  The  Fresklent  of  the  United  States 
aaJced  of  Ckmgreas  aa  min^niation  of  fifty 
^UHiaand  doUivs  to  retrfere  their  snffiuings, 
and  to  rdmove  tii«n.  It  passed  the  Senate, 
and  was  doiied  hwe,  under  a  pretext  of  hn- 
mani^,  and  the  relnotance  of  removing  them 
to  more  northern  latitodes.  Sir,  it  muRt  be 
notorious  to  every  one  not  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  Indian  character,  that  they  cannot  Uve 
within  their  preaeat  assigned  limits.  There  is 
no  game ;  their  habits  are  averse  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil.  When  they  attempt  any 
^ing  of  that  sort,  it  is  in  the  article  of  corn — 
that  will  not  grow  there.  By  this  miserable 
policy,  the  Indians  have  been  placed  in  a  re- 

tlon  suited  only  to  the  onlUvation  of  Sugar, 
ea  Island  Cotton,  and  all  the  tropical  ft-uits, 
of  the  enltiv^cm  of  which  they  have  not  the 
most  remote  idea,  whm  there  are  large  districts 
of  country,  west  of  the  Uississippi,  abound- 
ing in  game,  and  suited  to  dieir  habits  of  life, 
and  the  only  cultivation  with  which  they  are  fa- 
miliar. No  one  who  is  nnac(]uainted  wi^  tiie 
facts  can  form  any  idea  of  the  ii^nries  and  losses 
to  which  the  United  States  have  been  exposed 
by  the  oontinaance  of  the  Indians  in  this  terri- 
tory. The  large  sugar  planters  are  unwilling 
to  come  into  the  country ;  their  capital  is  nn* 
employed,  the  prices  of  land  are  depreciated, 
agriculture  checked,  emigration  stopped ;  land, 
purchased  by  speculators,  for  the  wont  of  com- 
petition ;  the  inhabitants  robbed,  and  now  mur- 
dered. These  are  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plain, and  which  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
remedy  by  my  feeble  exertions  since  I  bad  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here.  If  any  gentieman  snp- 
poses  the  Indian  can  ever  be  made  to  cultivate 
the  sugar  cane,  the  olive,  vine,  or  orange,  he 
lias  a  vtrong  conception  of  his  character.  It 
will  be  a  greater  revolution  than  all  your  arts 
of  civilization  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  accom- 
plulk.  There  is  bat  one  remedy,  and  tha(  is 
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the  <me  now  proposed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
Government,  their  right,  and  it  is,  above  oU, 
the  only  one  that  will  satisfy  the  higher  calls 
of  jnstice  and  humanity.  To  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi  there  are  extensive  forests,  where 
the  Inaiana  con  indulge  in  habits  congenial 
with  their  nature  and  inclinations,  where,  fi-om 
their  remote  situation,  they  will  not  be  intmded 
npon,  or  involved  in  unavoidable  colUsions. 
Tney  will  not  be  in  a  situation  to  furnish  facil- 
ities to  an  enemy  upon  en  exposed  frontier,  in 
time  of  war,  or  to  murder  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, in  time  of  pea«w.  I  beUeve  that  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  1822,  tiie  Indians  might 
have  been  removed,  the  Creeks  driven  back  to 
tiieir  nation,  and  the  S^inoles  taken  any- 
where that  the  Government  would  dire^ 
The  present  arrangement  has  cost  the  United 
States  near  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  four 
millions  thirty-two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
the  blood  of  many  unoffending  women  and 
children,  in  all  probability,  before  this  time ; 
and  they  are  in  a  worse  condition  now  than 
they  were  at  that  time. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  with  a  hope  that  the  res- 
olution would  pass,  and  that  some  speedy  and 
^Soient  measures  would  be  adopted. 

Surtwing  (^ffieat     t%»  SgBoUtion. 

Mr.  BuHGES  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of 
the  day  preceding  the  hills  he  had  before 
named,  and  to  con^der  these  bills.  The  mo- 
tion prevmled;  and  the  Hoose  then  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  snrvlving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  BuBGKs  said :  Although  many  things  have 
already  been  said  concerning  the  subject  now 
before  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  yet, 
because,  since  tlu^  time,  it  was  referred  to  Mm 
Committee  on  Military  Pensions,  and  now 
comes  up  on  their  report,  some  explanation  of 
that  rwort  may,  at  tnis  time,  be  expected.  I 
stand  befbre  you,  sir,  for  the  pnrpose  of  at- 
tempting to  make  that  explanation.  Evenr 
thing  connected  with  the  Revolutionary  war  is 
interasting  to  the  people  of  this  country;  but 
nothing  is  boo  deeply  interesting  as  the  venera- 
ble survivors  of  that  Army  which  conducted 
that  war,  in  the  camp  and  in  the  field.  It  is 
not  from  any  powers  at  my  command,  of  plac- 
ing before  you  the  concernments  of  these  men, 
bat  from  their  moral  qualities,  and  the  peculiar 
relations  existing  between  them  md  our  coun- 
try, that  I  now  hope  for  your  candor,  your  pa- 
tience, and  attention;  and,  notwithstanding 
their  cause  may  be  hopeless,  in  the  hands  of 
snch  an  advocate,  yet  must  it,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  perfectly  secure,  before  such  a  tribunaL 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  subject  came 
into  this  Congress  at  its  first  session,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  President's  Message,  and  of  a  pe- 
tition from  the  survivors  of  those  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army  who  continued  in  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  petition  was  re- 
fnrred  to  a  select  committee,  and  so  much  of  the 
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President's  Message  as  related  to  this  sntject, 
to  the  Committee  oq  Military  PeDsiona.  In  the 
course  of  debate  on  the  hills  respectively  re- 
ported by  these  committees,  a  recommitment, 
with  instructions,  was  moved — and  they  were 
both,  with  instmctiona,  recommitted;  the  re- 
sult of  that  recommitment  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  ICUtary  Fenuoiu,  made  ia  par- 
nance  of  thoie  instructions,  and  Btating  "Oie 
nmnber  of  those  who  served  in  the  BoToliitaon- 
ary  war,  for  whran  provision  ought  to  be  made 
\fS  law,  the  amount  neoessary  to  make  snch 

SrovisioQ,  and  the  manner  in  which  it'  should 
e  made,"  Thia  report  ia  now  before  tibia  com- 
mittee, and  a  complete  explanation  renders  it 
necessary  to  divide  those  for  whom,  accord- 
ing to  this  report,  provision  ought  to  be  made 
by  law,  into  two  classes.  The  first  compre- 
hends all  the  snrvivora  of  thoee  officers,  who 
continued  in  service  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
supposed  to  be  four  hundred,  together  with  the 
anrviving  widows  of  such  of  those  officers  as 
have  diM  sinoe  that  tame,  supposed  to  be  three 
hundred  and  forty -seven. 

The  amoont  necesaary  to  mate  vrorinoii  fi» 
this  class,  is,  in  thia  report,  statea  at  (1,000,- 
000.  The  manner  in  which  this  provision 
oncht  to  be  made,  is  therein  proposed  and  de- 
tuled,  ^ving  to  such  officers  800^000  dollars, 
to  be  distributed  to  them  according  to  their 
rank  and  pay,  while  in  eervice,  in  a  stock  bear- 
ing a  yearly  interest  of  five  per  cent  payable 

aaarterly,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
lie  nation.  The  amount  of  200,000  dollars, 
provided  for  the  widows  of  this  class,  ia  applied 
to  their  relief,  by  paying  to  each  of  them  out 
of  it,  one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  in  quarterly 
payments.  This  fond  is  to  be  annually  charged 
with  these  p^rments,  and  the  balance  annoiuly 
credit«d  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent.  It  is 
calcnlated  that  thia  ftand,  bo  managed,  will 
make  provision  for  tbese  venerable  matrons 
during  the  reminder  of  dieir  lives.  The  bal- 
ance, if  any  then  remain,  wiU  fall  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  Statea. 

The  second  class  comprehends  all  the  surviv- 
ors of  those  who,  in  uie  Revolutionary  war, 
were  engaged  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  continued  term 
of  nine  months  or  upwards,  being  regular 
troops,  either  of;  or  not  of  the  line,  and  not 
being  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  (Hie  of  them.  It  also  comprehends  all  the 
aorviving  widows  of  sncAi  as  served  in  maimer 
as  ofbreuid,  and  who  vere  alflo  not  on  any  roll 
of  pendooera.  The  nnmbw  ti  men  <h  this 
clan,  fbr  whom  proririon  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  is  stated  by  tiie  report,  and  stated  on  the 
anthority  of  facts  drawn  from  the  Department 
of  War.  The  number  of  the  army  now  alive, 
(not  including  the  officers  of  the  first  class,)  is 
not  more  than  18,500 ;  of  these,  600  are  regu- 
lar troops,  not  of  the  line,  and  served  ^om  one 
to  three  years.  On  the  continental  establish- 
ment are  1,600,  who  served  nine  montlu  or  up- 
wards ;  2,000  who  served  one  year  or  apvards ; 


8,000  who  served  two  years  or  upwards; 
and  11,600  who  served  three  years  or  up- 
warde.  The  number  now  on  the  pension  list 
is  12,986.  The  number,  therefore,  not  on  the 
list  of  pension^  who  served  in  the  Rev<dii- 
tionary  war,  ci  this  class,  for  whom  provinon 
ou^t  to  be  made  by  law,  is  6,616.  It  is  stated 
in  the  report,  oA  the  statemuit  is  made  from 
oaloalatlMia,  that  the  nmnber  <tf  widows  of  tiiis 
class  is  about  4^799.  The  amount  nowssaiy 
to  make  provision  for  this  dasa,  is  in  the  re- 
port stated  at  $2,000,000.  The  manner  of 
making  this  provision,  is  similar  to  the  manner 
of  making  that  for  those  of  the  other  class.  It 
consists  in  creating  $1,200,000  of  five  per  cent 
stocks,  and  distributing  them  according  to  rank 
and  duration  time  in  service,  to  this  last 
remnant  of  the  RevolntiiMiary  amy;  and,  in 
appropriating  $800,000  to  the  creation  (h  a 
fund,  out  of  which  to  pay  annuities  of  $80  each 
to  the  sorviving  widows,  of  such  (tf  this  class 
of  the  army  as  have  now  passed  beyond  the 
reach  of  national  munifioence.  You,  therefore, 
have,  Mr,  in  this  report,  aconding  to  the  in- 
Etmctions,  the  probable  nmnber  m  Aoae  who 
onght  to  be  provided  tor  by  law;  the  amount 
of  that  provinon,  and  the  manner  cdT  making  it. 
The  reasons  inducing  your  committee  to  make 
this  report,  involve  many  consideraticms.  Tltia 
committee  had  ia  view  the  character  of  Ae 
army ;  the  nature  <tf  their  service;  Hielr  oom- 
pensation. 

It  may,  by  some,  be  deemed  a  waste  of  time 
to  speak  of  the  character  of  an  army  which  fills 
BO  large  a  space  In  the  history  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. It  is  not  so  considered  by  those  who 
wish  to  place  the  whole  of  tiiis  subject  under 
one  view,  and  to  make  one  more  attempt  to 
redeem  th«r  conntrj  tnm  any  imputation  of 
ij^ustice  or  illiberality  towards  this  uraj.  Be- 
^es,  it  was  not  foi^otten  that  in  this  Honse  it 
bad  bem  said,  the  resolntJons  fat  enlai^  pay, 
and  pensions  for  life,  were  extorted  tnm  Con- 
gress by  a  spirit  of  mutiny  in  the  army,  and 
made  merely  to  appease  that  spirit,  and  save 
the  country  from  its  consequences.  Although 
all  who  know  the  facts  must  know  that  none  o/t 
the  relations  of  verisimilitude  exist  between 
those  facts,  and  these  assertions ;  yet,  because 
what  we  are  doing  to-day  will  become  a  part 
of  the  history  of  that  army,  and  of  our  coun- 
try, I  would  not  permit  tiiat  history  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  tlie  children  of  ^ture  -gene- 
rations, with  one  page  whm  sodi  assertions 
found,  fbr  one  moment,  shelter  xboAxt  alienee, 
or  stood  on  Instant  uumtated  by  the  recorded 
tmti).  The  cheraoter  <^  this  army,  nr,  has 
stood  unimpeached,  while  the  greatest  men  on 
earth  have  been  calnmniated.  That  "slander 
which  doth  belie  all  comers  ttf  the  world," 
had  not  belied  tiiis  army.  General  Washing- 
ton, in  his  letter  to  Congress,  dated  March  IStn, 
1788,  gives  this  high  testimonial  to  their  Mori- 
ons character :  *'I  am,"  sa^s  this  illustrions 
man,  pleading  the  cause  of  an  army  which 
haa.d<me  and  suffered  more  than  any  other 
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armj  ever  did,  in  the  defence  of  tiie  rights  and 
liberties  of  hunum  natnre." 

Ht.  Buboes  moved  to  strike  oat  all  of  the  bill 
after  the  enacting  danse,  and  insert  an  entirelT- 
new  bill. 

Before  any  qnestion  iras  taken  on  this  motion, 
Ur.  MiTCHKiJ^  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  have  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  motion  preruled. 


Fbidat,  January  6. 
JToipy  Tard  at  PkUaeUlpkia, 
Basnnr,  from  the  Naval  Oommittee^ 
repented  the  fidlowiog  joint  resolation : 

**  Setolntd  ^  tht  Senate  and  BotiM  iif  Seweeent- 
Aftwf  of  the  Uniitd  SUUet  of  America  in  Congrtn 
auembted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  M'svy  be  di- 
rected to  request  the  Goverainent  of  the  State  of 
Pemisylrsnift  to  cede  to  the  United  States  jurisdio- 
tioQ  over  such  lands  as  are  owned  by  the  United 
States,  and  improved  for  public  purposes,  at  the 
Navy  Yard  near  Philadelphia." 

This  resolation  was  twice  read, 

Ut.  Bastlxit,  in  reporting  this  resolution, 
said,  that  the  object  of  it  was  to  pnt  this  Navy 
Yard  on  the  same  fbo^ig  with  other  aimilar 
MtablishniMits  of  the  Imited  6tate&  The 
groand  covered  hy  it  had  been  sntgected  to 
taxes  nndu'  the  anUiorlty  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. On  investigaUon,  it  appeared  that  no 
right  Iiad  been  acqnired  bj  the  United  States  to 
jorisdiction  over  it ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy  baa  not  felt  himself  authorized  to  apply 
for  the  cession  withont  previous  anthorizaUon  by 
Congress.  Upon  tUs  state  ot  liiinga  tUi  reso- 
lation was  fonnded. 

Mr.  Wums  took  this  opportnnity  to  explain 
his  view  of  this  subject.  At  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  many  geatlemen  had  thought  this 
property  had  been  sabjected  to  a  Btate  tax  by 
the  anthori^  (tf  the  Lef^attire  of  the  Btate  of 
Fennsylnnia.  This  was  not  the  &ot,  because 
there  waa  no  direct  Btate  laud  tax  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. Bat  had  been  sotijected  to  connty  rates. 
The  eoon^  officers  had  no  right  to  omit  these 
lands  in  their  assessment,  until  they  should  be 
exempted  by  the  State  authority  from  taxation. 
This  had  not  been  asked  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States:  if  it  had  l>een,  it  would  not 
have  been  refased.  If  now  asked,  he  presumed 
the  State  would  assent  to  the  request,  as  it  had 
done  to  a  former  request  in  reference  to  streets 
running  tbroof^  the  yard.  The  resolation  now 
before  the  House  was  in  a  di^rent  spirit,  and 
of  a  difierent  character  from  that  before  the 
House  at  the  last  session^  on  the  same  subject, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  to  oppose  its  passage. 

The  reeolaticMi  was  thui  (nrdered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

DiaeriminatiTig  Dutiet  on  SvedUh  VmeU. 

"i&T.  ToKLiNSOVf  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and 
Korwwian  vessels  and  the  merdiandiae  im- 
VouIX^M 
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ported  therein,  hom  the  payment  of  discrhnlna- 
ting  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  for  a  linuted 
time,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Tlie  bill  having  received  two  readings 

ISx.  TownsAOS  remarked,  that,  before  making 
a  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  with  the 
view  of  giving  a  direction  to  the  bill  which 
woald  enable  him  to  bring  it  to  the  conridera- 
tion  of  the  House  at  an  early  day,  he  woold 
take  leave  briefly  to  explain  the  necesMty  of 
promptly  passing  the  bill. 

Mr,  T.  proceeded  to  state  that,  on  the  26t]i 
of  September  last,  the  commercial  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway,  of  the  4th  of  September, 
1816,expii*ed.  By  that  treaty  American  vesseUk 
tbeircaif;oe3,of  Amerioanproduce,  wereentitled 
and  exempted  from  the  payment  of  diserimi> 
natio^  duties  of  tonnage  and  impost  in  the 
Swedish  ports  and  vessels;  and  their  cargoeS| 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 
were  entitled  to  a  like  exemption  in  the  porta 
of  the  United  States.  The  Charg6  d'Afi^res 
of  the  King  of  Sweden,  at  Washington,  on  the 
26th  of  September  las^  officially  anaonnced  to 
our  Government,  that  the  King  of  Sweden  had 
determined  to  observe  the  stipnlations  of  the 
treaty,  on  his  part,  although  the  same  had  ex- 
pired. Swedish  vessels  have  recently  arrived 
m  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  beea 
subjected,  by  the  existing  laws,  to  the  payment 
of  the  discriminating  duties,  whicJi  oaa.  been 
so^ended  by  the  treaty. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Govermnoit 
of  the  United  States  is  plain.  It  ought  to  red- 
procate  tlie  frank  and  friendly  ounduot  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  to  exempt  Swedlfdi  and 
Norwegian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  the  pro- 
duce of  Sweden  and  Norway,  arriving  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  payment 
of  discriminating  duties  for  a  limited  time. 
This  time,  said  he,  need  not  he  lon^;  for  the 
expectation  may  he  justly  entertamed,  that 
the  negotiation  pending  between  the  two  Gkiv- 
emmenta  wiU  speedily  terminate  in  the  renewal 
of  the  expired  treaty.  This  Government,  too, 
ought  promptly  to  refand  or  remit  aay  diswiml- 
nating  duties  that  may  have  been  paid  or  secured 
to  tie  paid,  under  any  such  circumstances. 

The  bill^  on  motion  of  Mr.  IV,  was  then 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 


Satubdat,  January  0. 
Semoval  of  Choetav  and  Chiekeuavf  Indiam. 
Mr.  Haile  moved  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  oa  Indian  AfEurs 
be  mstnicted  to  mquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak* 
iag  an  appropriation  to  ud  the  remorol  of  such 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indiaas  as  may  be  disposed 
to  emigrate  west  of  the  Uiasistippi, 

2.  JieictDed,  That  the  same  committee  be  farther 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reim- 
barsiog  to  such  of  the  miasionariea  as  may  accom- 
pany the  said  Indians  in  their  removal,  the  mtmqr 
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expended  by  them  la  the  erection  of  buildings,  to 
aid  them  Id  the  erection  of  other  buildings  for 
schools. 

In  support  of  the  first  resolotion,  Mr.  Haili 
observed  that  it  must  be  well  known  to  the 
Hoose,  tbst,  to  make  further  appropriations  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  land  from  the  Indians, 
bj  tre^,  was  perfecU/  useless.  It  was  bo, 
beoBose  tiie  In^aos  ar«  oompletely^  under  the 
oontrol  white  men,  whose  interest  is  adverse 
to  BOoh  oeasion.  The  ol)}eot  embraced  in  the 
reacrfiition  was  important  not  to  Mississ^pi 
alone,  bat  to  all  States  similarly  circumstanced 
in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It  was  the 
interest  of  all  snch  States  that  ererj  facility 
dionld  be  given  for  the  remoral  of  this  popida- 
iion.  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  they 
would  have  emigrated  long  since,  if  there  had 
been  any  appropriation  for  the  porpose  of  ud- 
ing  them  in  their  removal.  Bat  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  country  through  whidi  they 
had  to  pass,  and  they  never  would  cross  the 
swamps  and  go  to  the  place  asu^ed  for 
Aitore  abode,  unless  some  stops  were  taken  to 
enoonrsge  ma  asust  them.  [Mr.  H.  here  read 
the  fbllowiiu;  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secratai^  or  War  on  this  subject:  "Uany  of 
^le  Indians  (Ohoctaws)  are  disposed  to  enu- 
grate,  but  are  so  ignorant  of  the  route,  or  the 
means  by  which  they  can  reach  the  contem- 
plated settlement,  that  they  are  deterred  from 
making  an  effort ;  but,  with  an  active,  intelli- 
geut  condactor,  who  could  inform  them  where, 
and  how,  they  ooold  obtun  snch  oiia  as  the 
Government  will  fiimish  them  on  the  route, 
many  would,  in  my  opinion,  soon  set  out  for  a 
country  so  much  better  adapted  to  their  wants 
and  habits  than  where  they  now  are.  "J  The 
Dlgeet  of  the  aec<uid  resolntaon  he  stated  to  be, 
to  reimburse  the  missionaries  now  among  the 
Obiokasaws  and  Ohootawa  for  tiie  value  <n  the 
achool-hoases  fhey  have  erected,  and  which 
must,  in  case  of  removal,  be  abandoned.  He 
considered  it  politic  in  Government  to  ooncil- 
iate  these  mi^onaries,  as  no  measure  coxHd 
succeed  among  the  Indians  if  these  persons  ex- 
erted their  influence  to  oppose  it  He  conMd- 
ercd  it  as  highly  important  that  the  missiona- 
ries should  accompany  the  tribes  in  Uieir  re- 
moval, as  their  presence  and  influence  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Mississippi  mi^t  operate  to 
prevent  bloodshed  among  trie  different  trib^ 

Mr.  OooEB  (Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
bdian  Afiktrs)  said,  tbat  if  his  friend  from 
Ifisdsrippi  bad  paid  attention  to  a  bill  which 
bad,  at  toe  last  session,  been  reported  by  ih» 
oommittee  to  which  be  belonged,  and  bad  been 
reprinted  the  present  session,  he  felt  persuaded 
be  would  not  nave  offered  this  resolution.  He 
would  find,  on  examining  that  bill,  that  it  went 
much  fiirther  than  the  resolution — ^including  in 
its  provisions  aU  the  Indians  who  were  to  re- 
move, and  securing  whatever  was  requisite  to 
effect  their  removal.  Should  that  bill  pass,  the 
whole  object  of  the  resolution  would  be  ol>- 
tained ;  bat,  if  not^  then  it  would  be  inexpedi- 
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ent  and  improper  to  make  a  disUnction  be- 
tween the  Indiuis  of  Missisnppi  and  those  in 
other  States  qnite  as  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
them.  If  the  resolution  should  be  adopted,  its 
only  effect  would  be  to  give  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  the  trouble  of  stating,  in  a  writ- 
ten report,  the  same  ttxings  in  subetanoe  as  he 
had  now  stated  verbally. 

Mr.  Hails  dladidmed  all  intention  to  embar- 
rass that  oommittee ;  but  the  Sti^  Iw  had  the 
honor  to  represent  was  peculiiui'ly  rituated — 
two-thirds  of  its  chartered  limits  were  occu- 
pied by  Indians,  and  one  of  the  largest  counties 
m  the  State  was  separated  by  their  interposi- 
tion from  the  rest  of  the  settled  portion  oi  the 
country ;  hence,  great  inconvenience  arose,  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  absconding  debtots, 
taxable  land,  &c.  It  might  Im  true  that  the 
bill  covered  all  the  objects  of  the  resolutitm ; 
but  it  included  other  provisions  which  midit 
cause  its  rejection,  and  to  which  the  resolution 
would  not  be  exposed.  Similar  laws  had 
passed  Oon^!;r^  for  the  benefit  of  other  States ; 
yet  SGsdsBipiH  had  waited  wit3i  patience,  and 
had  never  been  damorooa  for  faer  rij^ts,  ^e. 

Mr.  MoLbut,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  it 
was  la  order  to  propose  to  do  by  restdution 
what  had  already  been  done  in  a  bill,  repented 
by  the  very  committee  named  in  the  resciutiuL 

The  Ohur  decided  tliat,  if  the  resdution 
contiuned  no  matter  different  from  the  bill,  it 
would  not  be  in  order ;  bnt  he  1?elieved  that 
part  of  it  in  relation  to  reimbursing  tlie  mifr- 
sionaries  for  their  school-houses  was  not  in  the 
bill.  The  restdntion  was,  thoefore,  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  McLuK  then  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  which  previdled,  and  the  reeolatiou  was 
laid  on  the  t«>le  accordingly, 

[On  a  subsequent  day  the  reicdntions  wen 
agreed  to.} 

Si^ortation  <^  Ftm  FeopU  <if  Color. 
Mr.  Weeks  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Jietolved,  That  a  special  committee  be  appoint^ 
by  this  House,  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocr  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  tbe  traosportatkm  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  way  wish  to  be  seat  to 
the  coIoDy  at  Uberia. 

Mr.  Wbkmb  sdd  it  was  not  his  intention,  st 
the  moment  of  offering  a  subject  of  this  nature 
for  the  oondderation  of  tbis  honorable  body,  to 
attempt  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  propo- 
sition, because  he  would  wish  it  to  reniain  for 
consideration ;  but,  with  the  indulgence  of  tbe 
House,  be  would  state,  in  aa  condrased  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  two  reasuis  tiiat  had  inflnenced 
his  mind,  with  the  hope  that  it  might  induce 
every  member  of  Oongress  to  examine  wdl  tbe 
saljeet  In  Maryland,  said  be,  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  faaa 
been  found  impracticable  to  extend  to  this  un- 
happy part  of  our  community,  equal  rights,  as 
criminals,  in  the  blessings  even  of  penitentiary 
confinement.  At  first  we  did,  until  it  was 
found  that,  In  a  few  mwe  years,  a  boiltUng 
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MTeiing  toD  or  twelve  acres  would  not,  perhaps, 
contain  them.  Banishment,  therefore,  has  been 
mbstitated,  and,  although  foraiahea  with  a 
eopy  of  the  record,  they  have  no  aecnrity  for 
future  liberty :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  pur- 
chased and  carried  to  a  distance;  and  it  is 
verily  believed  that  they  are  no  Booner  beyond 
the  confines  of  the  State,  than  they  are  robbed 
of  that  evidence,  and  carried  into  slavery  for 
life.  Segretted,  as  this  must  be,  by  all  men  of 
.  feeling,  there  is  no  remedy,  it  would  seem,  left ; 
BO  that,  in  truth,  whilst  we  aro  «ideavoring  to 
prevent  the  dave  trade  bdng  any  longer  car- 
ried <Hi  by  American  dtisena  abroad,  we  are, 
in  fact,  canying  it  on  at  home.  Another  rea- 
son isj  sir,  that  now,  satined  <tf  th^r  degraded 
ritoation,  a  large  number  of  the  free  blacks  of 
Maryland  have  memorialized  the  etttzens  of 
Baltimore  on  the  subject,  making  a  strong  ap- 
peal  to  their  best  feelings  of  charity  and  justice ; 
mvitiog  assistance  sufSoient  only  to  waft  Uiem 
to  the  land  of  their  forefathers — to  the  yoang 
colony  at  Liberia,  where  they  expect  to  be  able, 
as  hamble  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Great  I  AM,  to  cause  the  wildemesa  to  rejoioe, 
and  the  heathen  become  the  worshippers  of 
the  living  God.  They  have  reminded  us  of  our 
anoestora,  when  foroed  by  peraeontion  to  emi- : 
grate  to  this  oonntry-^then  a  savage  wilder- 
ness; now  the  I^radtse  (tf  the  world.  And 
shall  we  nol  endeavor  to  do  aomething  to  meet 
this  call ;  thereby  aiding  in  the  very  object, 
perhaps,  which  was  intended  to  be  produced, 
when  our  forefathers  were  persoaded  to  bring 
them  beret  For  I  never  can  consent,  sir^to 
view  it  in  any  other  light,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  right  of  property  of  this  sort  of  purohaae 
with  our  mon^,  has  been  reo(^ized  nnder 
every  dispensation  from  God  to  man.  It  is  the 
Justice  aiul  humanity  of  the  act,  air,  that  influ- 
ences my  conduct,  and  not  a  belief  that  there 
is  any  ^ing  like  a  mine  that  may  be  blown  up 
with  8  mttm  

Vt.  W.  was  here  interropted  br  Mr.  Web- 
ersB,  who  made  a  pcnnt  of  cvder :  inquiring  if 
it  was  in  order  to  diaonss  a  restdntion,  when 
the  person  who  offered  it  hhnself  exprewed  Ms 
intention  to  move  that  it  lie  on  the  table— a 
motion  to  lij  any  proposition  upon  the  table 
not  bdng  debatable. 

After  some  explanations  by  the  Ohair, 

Mr.  WxBSTBB  demanded  that  the  previous 
question  of  eonrid^ation  be  taken. 

The  question  was  accordingly  taken,  "  Will 
the  House  now  consider  we  resolution  ( '* 
And  it  was  decided  in  the  uegaUve  by  a  laiige 
majority. 

Bo,  for  the  present,  the  subject  passed  off. 

TuEBDAT,  January  9. 
Appointments  qf  Ckargit  det  Jj^airm. 
The  fbllowing  resolution,  moved  by  Mr. 
Blaib  yesterday  and  lidd  upon  the  table,  was 
called  up  and  read : 
"JScmJmc^  That  the  Freddent  of  the  United 
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States  be  requested  to  commamcate  to  this  House 
wheth«r  toy,  and  if  any,  what  number  of  GhafxAa 
des  AfiUres  have  been  appointed  rince  Uie  lit  dxw 
of  January,  I82S,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate ;  and  vbether,  in  any  case,  such  appoint- 
meat  has  been  made  after  notice  bad  been  given  of 
the  intention  of  a  Minister  abroad  to  return,  and 
after  his  successor  had  been  appealed ;  also,  by 
what  authority,  and  what  length  of  time  did  said 
temporary  appointment  continue,  what  the  duties  to 
be  diaehijgea  and  what  the  compensation  paid." 

ySs.  Bsxurr  Slaving  inquired  of  the  gentlemm 
from  Tennessee  what  was  his  premse  object  in 
moving  this  call— 

MtTBiaib  stated  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  broQght  this  motion ;  but  the  position  of 
the  reporter  prevented  his  hearing  him  as  dis- 
tinctly as  he  could  wish.  Mr.  B.  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that  he  had  been  informed,  that 
in  one  cose  at  least,  our  Ministers  abroad  had 
appointed  Charges  des  Affaires  to  succeed 
them,  who  had  received  not  only  the  salary 
annexed  to  that  office,  but  also  the  outfit.  He 
had  looked  in  v^  into  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  for  any  authority  in  any  foreign  Minister, 
to  make  such  appointment ;  and,  if  the  foot 
was  as  he  supposed,  the  pablio  money  bad  bem 
paid  to  a  person  not  authorized  to  receive  il 
As  the  Representative  of  a  portion  of  thia 
Union,  he  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  ruse 
his  voice  against  such  appointments,  and  against 
such  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  have  the  fiuita  authentl* 
cally  before  him. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said,  it  had  been  the  constant 
practice  of  the  Government,  for  many  years,  to 
nave  persons  charged  with  their  afiiurs  with  f<»^ 
eign  nations,  when  the  Mnister  of  the  United 
States  either  died  at  his  post,  or  was  temporarily 
absent.  The  persons  charged  with  our  affidra  in 
such  cases,  were  sometimeB  designated  before- 
hand by  the  Government,  anticipating  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  them,  or  left  by  the  Minister 
when  the  Government  had  no  opportumty  of 
giving  its  directions.  A  moment's  reflectioii 
would  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  the  public  interest^  required  these  tnistt 
to  be  confided.  The  person  charged  tempo- 
rarily with  our  affairs  abroad,  generally  the 
Secretary  of  Legation,  was  ns^y  allowed 
compensation  for  these  services,  in  addition  to 
his  pay  as  Secretary  of  L^tion-^id,  Mr.  F. 
presumed,  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  foreign 
intercourse.  Mr.  F.  knew  nothing  of  the  &cts 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  alluded, 
and  certainly  was  not  opposed  to  the  inquiiy  he 
proposed.  If  there  had  hem  any  thing  wron& 
it  ought  to  be  known,  and  t^e  error  oorreotw 
or  exposed. 

Mr.  EvEBETT  said  he  should  not  oppoee  the 
coll  proposed  Inr  the  resolution.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  amendment  which  he  should  suggest 
to  the  resolution  would  go  to  make  it  more 
comprehensive,  by  striking  oat  the  limitation 
which  it  proptwed  as  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry. 
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He  moved  then  to  strike  oat  the  first  day  of 
Janoaij,  1826,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  1789,  so  that  the  whole 
practice  of  the  GoTemment  should  be  brought 
to  the  view  of  this  House,  and  an  opportonitj 
given  to  members  to  make  np  their  opinions 
miderstandtngly. 

Ur.  Wbbsteb  said,  the  idea  whidi  some 
seemed  to  entertain,  that  diplomatic  appoint- 
ments are  regulated  by  statute,  was  entirely  er- 
roneous. He  ^ou^t  that  nmtter  had  been 
fully  understood  in  this  House,  whatever  errors 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  might  exist  out  of  it. 
The  power  of  ^pointing  foreign  Kinisters  was 
given  by  the  constitution  to  the  Executive — to 
uie  President  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  The  office  exists  by  the 
laws  of  nations :  the  constitution  prescribes  the 
mode  of  appointing  to  it.  The  practice,  Hr.  W, 
said,  had  miiformly  been,  as  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia  had  stated  it.  On  the  death  of  a  Min- 
IsteTj  tiie  Secretary  of  L^ation  attached  to  the 
miaraon,  becomes  ipto  facto  the  Charg6  des  Af- 
faires. Kr.  "W.  did  not  know  that  any  great 
inconvenience  resulted  from  the  exercise  of  this 
power  by  our  Ministers,  when  about  to  leave 
tiieir  stations;  and  still  less  in  the  case  of  a 
Secretary  of  Legation  becoming  Qharg6  des  Af- 
Aires  by  the  death  of  a  Minister — that  being  an 
opportunity  for  serving  their  friends,  which  he 
imaged  our  Ministers  abroad  do  not  very 
much  covet.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  answer  to 
the  inquiry  would  be  too  voluminous,  by  its 
embracing  an  account  of  what  duties  these  per- 
sons have  discharged :  and  he  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  the  propriety  of  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  resolution:  in  which  shi^  he  ahonld 
have  no  oltjection  to  it. 

Mr.  BuoHASJJT  aud,  nnce  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  consented  to  accept  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evebbtt,)  he  cared  ve^ 
little  whether  the  resolution  passed  or  not.  It 
had  become  so  extensive,  that  the  object  of  it 
would  be  defeated.  Mr.  B.  stud  he  hod  nnder- 
stood  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  make  a 
distinct  charge — if  he  did  not,  Mr,  B.  wished 
him  to  say  so — ^thot  Kit  only  had  a  Minister  of 
the  United  States  abroad  appointed  a  GhargS  des 
Affaires  on  his  leaving  the  station,  (which  ap- 
pointment Mr.  B.  admitted  was  necessary  and 
proper,)  bat  that  that  Chara^,  beddes  receiving 
the  salaiT  attached  to  that  office,  during  the  time 
he  held  it,  had  recetved  an  outfit.  He  knew  not 
irhether  he  was  correct  in  this  impresrion ;  but, 
if  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
correct  him.  But,  if  the  gentleman  had  received 
such  information  as  this,  and  the  information 
was  true,  no  practice  whatever  could  make  it  a 
correct  proceeding.  Prcviouspracticemightjus- 
tify  the  appointment  of  a  ChargS  des  Affiures, 
and  the  allowance  of  a  salary  to  him ;  but  it 
could  never  justify  an  expeuditure  from  tho 
contingent  fund  for  allowing  him  an  outfit,  in 
addition  to  the  salary.  This  distinct  fact  had 
been  proposed  to  Iw  inquired  into;  but,  by  the 
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amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  accepted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  that  single  point  would  be  ranoth- 
ered  under  a  mass  of  documents,  which,  if  re- 
ceived within  any  reasonable  time,  would  be  en- 
tirely useless.  Mr.  B.  added  another  remark: 
If  the  Bfllaiy  of  onr  Ministers  abroad  was  so 
low  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  return 
to  the  conntry,  annually,  to  receive  an  ontfit  to 
enable  them  to  appear  in  a  manner  becoming 
our  Kq)resfflitatives  at  foreign  Govemmrata^ 
that  salary  ought  to  be  increased.  If  it  was 
not  so,  the  practice  of  chanjpng  our  Ministers 
abroad  every  year,  could  not  be  justified.  It 
was  a  practice  which  must  be  essentially  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  country :  for,  if 
a  negotiation  was  opened  abroad,  the  Minis- 
ter often  returned  before  it  was  completed, 
leaving  the  matter  unsettled,  greaUy  to  the  det- 
riment of  our  interest  Mr.  B.  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  had  no  particular  o1»ection  to 
the  resolution :  bat  he  saggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  whether,  do^ea  as  it 
now  was,  he  had  not  better  abandon  the  reso- 
lati(Hi  altogether,  and  on  another  day  bring  in 
a  new  resolution,  confined  to  the  object  wmoh 
he  had  specially  in  view. 

Mr.WzBSTEB  said,  notwithstanding  the  solemn 
denial  of  the  gentieman  from  Georgia,  it  is  as  tme 
as  it  was  before  he  rose,  that  there  is  no  stiUnte 
or  law  of  Congress  prescribing  what  number  of 
public  Ministers  or  other  diplomatic  agents, 
should  he  appointed,  or  to  what  courts,  or  on 
what  occasions  they  should  be  sent  He  (Mr. 
W.)  had  said,  and  now  repeated,  that  a  Minister 
was  a  national  fanctionary,  known  to  the  law 
of  nations;  the  office  had  its  o^in,  and  derived 
its  character  from  that  law.  The  constitaticoL 
recognized  tiie  office,  as  existing  in  the  inter- 
conrse  of  nations,  and  vested  the  apptrfntinent 
of  the  officer  in  the  President  and  Senate.  It 
belonged  to  the  Executive  to  decide  on  what 
occasions  Public  Ministers  should  be  appointed, 
and  to  what  courts,  and  to  dedde  on  their  num- 
ber. He  did  not  say  now,  whether  all  this 
might,  or  might  not,  be  regulated  by  law.  He 
spoke  only  to  the  fact  It  was  not  so  regulated 
nor  ever  had  been.  The  only  law  on  ue  sub- 
ject was  that  which  limited  the  power  of  the 
President  as  to  the  amomit  of  salary  allowed  to 
these  officers.  Here  Congress  hod  set  bounds. 
In  oil  other  respects  the  snt^ect  rested  in  Ex- 
ecutive discretion.  He  was  at  issue  with  the 
gentieman  from  Geoqpa  on  a  plain  matttf 
fact,  an  inquiry  as  to  what  the  statute  contain- 
ed. Hehadsudjondh^  repeated,  that  there  was 
no  other  statute  providon  except  that  which 
limited  the  compensatioo.  If  there  were  any 
other,  the  gentleman  from  Geor^  could  easily 
turn  to  it;  and  he  particularly  invited  him  to 

Soint  it  out.  If  he  should  not  do  so,  his  sol^nn 
enial  of  what  he  had  said,  that  was,  that  no 
particular  mission  or  ministerial  appointment, 
was  made  in  pursuance  of  any  statute,  woul^ 
still  not  shake  the  truth  of  that  proposition. 
Mr.  PowBu.  said,  that,  whenever  there  woe 
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&  suggestion  of  abuse  of  power  by  the  Execu- 
tive, he  thought  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Uouse  to  sustain  aay  inquiry  into  such  abuse, 
which  was  proposed.  If  Uie  SlxecutiTe  has 
abused  Ms  power  it  ought  to  be  known,  and  if 
provedf  to  undergo  the  reprobation  of  this 
Iloose.  If^  however,  he  has  strictly  discharged 
his  duty,  it  was  due  to  him  that  the  House 
ehoold  institute  the  inquiry,  to  relieve  him 
from  uigost  imputation.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  resolution  would  be  allowed  to  pass  in 
tlie  sh^  which  it  had  assumed. 

Kr.  'Wedsteb  said,  that  he  wished  it  to  be 
nuderstood,  that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  now  amended:  his 
only  objection,  was  its  violation,  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  spirit  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  as  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 


'WsDszanAT,  January  10. 
Land  ClaitM  in  Ohio. 

The  Home  went  into  Ooramittee  of  the 
"Whole,  Mr.  Hopfman  in  the  cliair,  on  the  bill 

providing  for  the  relinquishment  of  certain 
claims  to  lands  sold  by  the  United  Btittea  in  the 
State  of  Ohio." 

[This  bill,  which  refers  to  the  gore  of  land 
lying  between  what  are  kuown  as  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts'  lines,  had  twice  passed  the  House  at 
former  sessions,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate  for 
want  of  time  to  act  upon  it.  As  the  bill  is  one 
of  local  interest  merely,  asucciiict  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  controversy^  with  a  few  of  the 
leading  arguments  on  each  side  only,  are  given. 

Wlien  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
great  body  of  her  'Western  lands,  among  other 
conditions  of  the  cession  was  one  for  satisfying 
out  of  those  lands  the  claims  of  a  certain  body  of 
her  militia  under  General  Clarke ;  and  if  certain 
tracts  south  of  the  Ohio  Biver  should  prove 
insufficient  for  this  objeGt,then  an  additional  tract 
was  set  apart  on  the  north  side  of  that  river. 
The  case  contemplated,  occurred.  The  lands 
Bouth  of  the  Ohio  were  iosnflicient,  and  the 
tract  on  the  north  of  it  was  to  be  appropriated, 
Tliis  tract  had  the  river  Ohio  on  the  south,  the 
Scioto  on  the  east,  the  Little  ]i£iami  on  the  west, 
and  on  the  northa  line  ranning  from  the  source 
of  one  of  these  rivers  to  the  sottroe  of  the  other. 
The  United  States  Sorveyor's  name  was  Lnd- 
low;  he  traced  the  Little  lOomi  to  ita  source ; 
and,  as  the  Scioto  lay  far  east,  he  naturally 
condaded  that  its  source  would  be  east  of 
the  source  of  the  Miami.  He  accordingly 
commenced  at  the  source  of  the  Miami,  and 
ran  a  random  line  in  such  a  direction  as  he  sap- 
posed  would  bring  him  out  near  the  head  waters 
of  the  Scioto;  but  when  this  line  had  been  run 
as  far  as  to  meet  the  Indian  boundary,  the  In- 
dians met  the  party,  and  prevented  their  pro- 
ceeding any  farther.  So  that  Ludlow's  line 
never  reached  tlie  Scioto  at  all.  It  bdng,  bow- 
ever,  the  only  authority,  was  taken  fat  tlie 
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true  line,  and  the  United  States  went  on  to 
sell  the  public  lands  west  of  it  up  to  this  line. 
On  farther  examination,  however,  it 'was  found 
that  the  Scioto  Biver  wonnd  round  about,  to- 
wards the  west,  in  euoh  a  manner  as  to  pass  en- 
tirely the  head  waters  of  the  little  Hiuni.  uid 
to  have  its  source  some  distance  west  of  the 
source  of  that  river.  A  new  line  was  now  run 
from  one  source  to  the  other ;  and  the  diver- 
gency of  these  two  lines,  (the  first  fidse  and 
sapposititioaa,  the  latter  correct  and  the  true 
line,)  left  a  gore  of  land  which  the  United  States 
had  partly  sold  to  settlers,  but  which  was  now 
found  to  be  within  the  reserve  for  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Warrants.  Warrants  were  accordingly  laid 
upon  various  ports  of  it,  some  of  which  had 
been  occupied  and  improved  by  persons  who  had 
title  from  the  United  States.  A  salt  was  insti- 
tuted, to  try  the  question,  and  the  United  States 
Supreme  Ckrart  hanng  decided  one  of  these  Iir 
favor  (tf  the  warrant  holder,  it  is  manifest  ^at 
the  Goremment  must  eithw  satisfy  the  other 
warrant  holders,  or  let  them  go  on  to  (^t  the 
settlers,  and  then  reimburse  the  latter.  The  bill 
proposed  to  pay  the  warrant  holders  the  ap- 
praised value  of  their  several  lots  as  in  a  state 
of  nature,  and  for  this  purpose,  appropriated 
about  60,000  dollars.] 

The  bill  was  strennoudy  reaated  by  Mr. 
Thoupson,  of  Ohio,  and  as  warmly  defended  by 
Mr.  YixTON,  of  the  same  State.  Messrs.  Cookb, 
Websteb,  Va.nob,  LiviNosTorr,  Mbboeb,  and 
WaiauT,  also  engaged  inddentally  in  the  debatcL 

Mr.  THOVPeoM*B  argument  was  in  sub- 
stance  following:— That  the  bill  was  based 
on  a  deci«on  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  upon  an  agreed  com,  in  which  all  the 
&cts  were  not  before  it,  and  in  which  one  main 
fact,  viz:  the  validity  of  Boberts*  line,  was  as- 
sumed. He  strongly  insinuated  that  there  had 
been  intrigue  and  management  in  procuring  the 
agreed  cose.  By  an  act  of  Oongress,  in  1607,  no 
virgioia  warrant  was  to  be  vuid,  if  located  on 
lands  of  the  United  States  already  surveyed  and 
entered,  bat  the  location  of  the  warrant  of  Gen- 
eral McArthur  (the  party  mainly  to  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  bill)  was  not  made  till  1810,  and 
was,  therefore,  void  by  that  law.  The  Supreme 
Court,  however,  assumed  that  it  had  been  mode 
before  1807.  A  part  of  the  lands  to  beaffected 
by  the  bill  ore  iniitisatiQU  at  this  time,  and  the 
only  deddon  which  has  been  had,  is  ogidnstthe 
warrant  hdder.  A  new  trial  was  awarded  to 
General  McArthur,  however,  through  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Court.  He  affirmed  that  neither 
of  the  two  lines  is  accurate.  It  was  ^fficult 
to  moke  it  so,  as  both  rivers  take  their  rise  in 
a  marshy  country,  full  of  ponds,  where  two 
streams  often  arise  from  the  some  pond,  and 
run  in  different  directions.  But,  in  Uie  agreed 
case,  Boberts'  line  was  taken  as  the  true  line,  and 
the  court  decided  on  this  supposition.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States,  through  cour- 
tesy, desired  the  co-operation  of  Virginia,  to 
satisfy  all,  of  her  disposition  in  good  faith  to 
fulfil  the  objects  of  the  grant  "Sow^  Vii^nia 
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Berer  gave  aoj  act  of  assent  to  Boberts'  Hne. 
It  U  trne,  the  agreed  case  waa  made  under  or- 
der* of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamuy,  but  that 
ofSoer  had  no  aathority  to  agree  away  any  of 
the  United  States  lan^ :  and  Oongress  is  now 
asked,  in  effect,  to  buy  np  a  set  of  claims 
which  are  litigated,  and  have  once  been  decided 
•gainst.  Those  snits  ought  first  to  be  settled 
a  fbll  inTesdgation  of  all  the  evidence. 
Mr.  Vinton's  reply  was,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows:— ^That  a  precisely  edmUar  bill  had  al- 
ready twice  passed  tbe  House,  after  a  fall  argu- 
meat  There  had  been  three  difibroit  reports 
of  the  OommitteetmPaUio  Lands,  iarelatioato 
fhis  case,  all  -which  agreed,  and  in  which  the 
flonranittees  were  unanimous.  The  oltjections 
had  all  been  twice  discussed,  and  overruled. 
But  his  oolleague  had  exhibited  some  feeling, 

Cd  had  made  insiauationa  which  rendered  a 
ttement  of  facts  necessary.  Mr.  V.  here  gave 
adetdled  history  of  the  whole  case,  with  the 
date  of  the  sev^al  public  acts  in  relation  to  it 
Be  repelled  the  insinuations  of  Mr.  T.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  managraaeut  used  by  General  McAr- 
thur,  in  the  suit  referred  to.  In  that  case 
the  United  States  bad  ordered  the  District  At- 
torney to  make  the  United  States  a  party  iti 
the  suit.  It  had  taken  the  defence  into  Ita  own 
hands^  and  the  auit  was  dedded  against  the 
GoTonment^  and  in  &ror  of  Uie  plaints  war-  • 
rant  holder. 

The  agreement  in  the  case  about  Roberts^  line, 
was  the  GoTernment'a  own,  and  oo^t  of  course 
to  bind  tbe  Government  Virgiuia  did  accede 
to  the  correctness  of  Boberts*  line,  and  founded 
a  claim  upon  its  sarvej.  The  only  question  on 
which  a  doubt  could  rest,  was,  whetber  tbe  act 
of  1807  did,  or  did  not^  forbid  the  location  of 
Yii^aia  warrants  on  luids  sold  by  the  United 
States;  and  tbe  Supreme  Court,  by  an  argument 
which  he  deemed  irrefragable,  hod  decided 
that  it  waa  only  intended  to  quiet  claims  as  ex- 
isting between  different  Yi^nia  warract  hold- 
ers. That  decision,  at  aU  evraitS)  puts  the 
question  at  rest. 

Aa  for  the  suit  in  the  Inferior  Court  of  Ohio, 
if  it  fffoved  any  thing,  it  proved  tiiat  that  court 
deemed  McArthnr's  claim  to  be  valid.  In  ih» 
first  verdict,  it  was  decided  against  him,  but  be- 
cause the  court  forbade  his  patent  to  be  brought 
before  the  jury,  and  instructed  the  jury  to  bring 
the  verdict,  tiie  very  next  day,  on  rightly  un- 
derstanding the  case,  they  granted  a  new  trial, 
on  tbe  ground  that  the  jury  had  been  mis-direct- 
ed by  the  court  Bat  let  that  decidon  be  ever 
■o  ^ood,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  nation  has 
decided  otherwise,  and  its  decision  must  stand. 

If  the  bill  is  refiised,  the  warrant  holders 
will  proceed  and  ^ect  the  United  States  set- 
ters; and  they,  holding  title  from  the  United 
totes^  must  be  remunerated,  not  only  for  the 
naked  value  of  the  land,  as  in  a  state  of  nature, 
but  far  their  valuable  improvements  also;  and, 
iiiitead  sixty  thonsaad.  dollars,  the  Govern- 
ment must  pay,  in  the  end,  several  hundred 
flinwuiid, 


[JasvABr,  18S7. 

Hr.  Wkbstkb  summed  up  tbe  case  in  one 

question,  which  he  addressed  to  tbe  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lauds,  viz :  whether  the  titie  of 
these  Virginia  clmmants  has  been  fairly  tried 
andiairly  settled?  If  it  bad,  tbe  bill  was  cer- 
tainly expedient  and  necessary ;  nor  could  Qox- 
ernment  be  too  early  in  quieting  the  fears  of 
those  who  had  purchased  from  it,  and  now  found 
them  invalid. 

Mr.  Livingston  doubted  if  the  validity  of 
Roberts'  line  had  ever  been  established  by  ju- 
dicial decision.  In  the  case  submitted  to  tbe 
Bu[«eme  Court,  its  validity  was  not  larougbt  in- 
to disouation;  and  though  the  dednon  of  the 
court  mij^t  fiperate  as  an  eatopper  in  that 
particular  suit,  it  extended  no  fluther.  He  did 
not  know  if  the  accuracy  of  the  line  had  ever 
been  questioned.  It  appeared  from  tbe  state- 
ments of  gentlemen,  that  the  United  States 
Commisdoners,  and  those  of  Virginity  agreed  as 
to  the  sources  of  the  rivers — and  this  Tine  run 
between  them.  If  that  is  tbe  trne  line,  there 
could  be  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  bilL  He  wished,  however,  to  know  what 
assurance  the  Government  had  that  this  apraise- 
ment  would  be  acquiesced  in,  and  the  appropria- 
tion accepted  by  the  claimants  I  Had  there 
been  any  negotiation  with  them  on  the  snb|eet  t 
If  not,  now  was  the  appraisement  of  the  Cnited 
States  Commissioners  obligatory  on  them,  and 
otter  rccriving  the  sum  in  the  bill,  what  hfai- 
dered  their  stul  proceeding  against  the  United 
States  settlers  ? 

Mr.  Mehcbr  made  some  observations,  which 
were  imperfectly  heard.  Their  general  tenor 
was,  that  Yirginiahad  never  questioned  Roberts* 
line.  McArthur  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  Vir- 
ginia, (having  purchased  her  warrants,)  and  if  his 
claim  was  good,  it  was  obviously  just  to  satisfy 
it,  and  save  the  settlers  from  disturbance. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  been  en- 
gaged during  the  discussion,  in  the  performance 
of  duties  assigned  him  by  the  House  in  another 
part  of  the  building,  and  had  not  heard  what 
had  been  advanced  on  either  dde.  On  coming 
into  the  House  a  moment  since,  he  had  been 
informed  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Thohpsos) 
bad  imputed  to  him  improper  motives  or  con- 
duct in  his  connection  with  the  agreed  facts  in 
the  cose  of  the  Lessee  of  Doddrige  r».  Thomp- 
son &  Wright,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  will  take  it  kindly  of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  "W. 
said,)  if  he  wUl  now  r^>eat  what  he  did  sqr 
in  relation  to  that  agreed  case,  and  my  agency 
in  it 

Mr.  TnoMPSON,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and  s^d  he  had 
not  intended  to  cast  any  imputation  upon  his 
ooUeagne,  (Mr,  Wright,)  in  relation  to  that 
case.  AU  he  meant  to  se^,  was,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  no  evidence  that  the  agreed  case 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  there  was  such  evidence,  that 
neither  the  Government  nor  the  Attoniey 
oould  agpoa  away  the  facts  In  controvert,  nor 
make  an  ^eement  in  that  case  which  oould 
he  considered  aa  affecting  any  other  cas^  or 
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a&pr  thing  be^^d  the  land  darned  in  that 
salt 

Mr.  "Weight  resumect.  "When  the  (^ectment 
sait  was  bronght  by  Doddrige  ag^nat  Thomp- 
son, I  was  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  in  Ohio.  I  did  not  suppose  it  pertuned 
to  ray  ordinary  official. dntiea  to  i^)peBr  or 
defend  the  suit.  Thompson  did  not  appear.  I 
was  inatmoted  by  the  then  Oonunissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  Ur.  Ueigs,  to  appear 
to  the  suit  on  account  of  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  the  qnestion,  and  so  conduct 
it  as  to  bring  it  for  decision  to  the  Sapreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Under  their  in- 
structions, and  the  advice  of  the  Oircuit  Jadge, 
my  name  was  inserted  in  the  case  as  defendant, 
representing  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 
The  maps,  pf^ers,  and  documents,  which,  on 
my  part,  were  carried  into  the  agreed  case,  were 
furnished  from  the  Land  Office.  Ko  trial  was 
had  in  Ohio.  Judgment  was  taken  there  for 
ihe  defendants,  pro  Arma,  and  the  case  re- 
moved by  the  plaintiff  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
here.  I  hod  no  interest  in  the  cose,  nor  other 
agency  than  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Lend 
Office. 

Hot  having  heard  the  discussion  to-day,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  it  could  bear  on 
ihe  qnostion  to  inquire,  whether  the  agreement 
extended  beyond  the  case  in  which  it  was 
mode?  But  if,  as  my  oolleagne  seems  to  sup-' 
pose,  it  has  been  urged,  that  the  Jaett  agreed 
m  the  case  referred  to,  embraced  all  the  lands 
lying  between  Lndlow's  and  Koberts^  Unes,  he 
is  certainly  correct  in  supposing  the  agreeement 
did  not  extend,  and  could  not  be  extended  so 
far.  In  the  nature  of  things,  an  agreed  state 
of  facts,  in  a  cause  pending,  would  be  Umited 
and  confined  to  that  case,  and  could  not  be  re- 
lied on  to  condnde  any  one  in  another  ease. 
But  if  the  argument  was,  as  I  should  suppose 
it  probable,  tJ^t,  if  the  legal  principles  settled 
by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Doddrige  ca. 
Thomps<m  and  Wright^  were  the  same  as  arose 
in  other  cases,  the  decision  settling  those  prin- 
(unles  would  be  applicable  to  those  other  coses 
when  they  should  arise,  and  be  held  conclusive 
upon  the  Government  and  individuals,  then  the 
argument  is  certainly  correct 

I  have  no  design  to  engage  in  the  discussion 
of  the  question  before  the  committee,  and  only 
rose  to  make  the  et^emoit  and  expIanaUon  I 
have. 

Hr.  OooKB  produced  a  report  made  to  the 
Senate  on  this  same  subject,  wMoh  he  wished 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Ur.  WsBaTSK  opposed  this  measure  as  a  vio- 
lation of  order.  Tbe  gentleman  might  read  it, 
but  the  House  could  not,  as  such,  order  the 
reading  of  a  report,  any  more  than  <rfa  speech, 
mode  in  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Le^la- 
ture. 

Mr.  Yanos  said  that  that  document  was  not 
the  report  of  tbe  Land  Committee,  bat  was 
drawn  up  by  one  of  its  members,  who 
wished  to  have  it  adopted  as  such,  bat  that  the 


[H.  ov  B. 

committee  being  equally  divided,  one  of  its 
members,  (Mr.  Van  Dtkx,)  being  indisposed 
and  unable  to  attend,  who  had  formerly  been 
in  favor  of  this  bill,  the  document  was  printed 
at  the  request  of  the  member  who  drew  it  up, 
and  not  by  author!^  of  the  committee. 

Ur.  Yanoe,  (in  whose  district  the  land  la 
qnestion  lies,)  wishing  to  give  a  ftarther. state- 
ment of  the  &ota  of  ib»  ease,  vith  which  ha 
said  he  was  fiilly  acquainted,  moved  that  tha 
ooramitteA  rise. 

It  rose  accordingly,  and  having  reported  pro- 
gress, had  leave  to  sit  agun. 


Thuesdat,  January  11. 
IVm  Slackt  in  tha  IHstrict  of  Columbia. ' 
Mr.  PowBLi.  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  was  directed  to 
inqnire  whether  there  be  in  force  in  sud  1^ 
tru^  any  law  which  authorizes  th^imprison- 
ment  of  any  man  of  color,  and  his  sale  as 
an  unclaimed  slave,  for  jtul  ftee  and  other 
charges,  made  a  report  upon  the  snbleet,  in 
whidi  tiie  ease  of  Gilbert  Houston,  the  ftee 
man  of  color  from  New  York,  is  stated. 

Mr.  PowKix  accompanied  his  repwt 
following  bill : 

*'  Be  it  enacted  &y  the  Senate  and  Horn  o/Rmrt- 
teniativu  of  the  United  Btatet  of  America  in  Con- 
greu  otaenAled,  That  whenever  any  person  shall  be 
apprehended  or  committed  la  the  dtj  of  Wuhi^g- 
ton,  or  Georgetown,  or  In  tbe  county  of  Waahlng- 
toQ,  88  a  maawsy,  and  it  should  appear,  upoo  exam- 
ination, that  the  B^d  person  is  entitled  to  his  or  her 
freedom,  the  jail  fees  end  oUier  lecai  expenses  <tf 
such  apprehension  or  commitment  shall  be  charge- 
able upon  tbe  corporations  of  the  sud  towns,  or 
county  aforesaid,  -aa  the  case  may  be,  and  be  col- 
lected and  paid  over  In  Uis  same  manner  as  other 
pubUc  ohar^^ 

*'Beo.i.Andbeit  /wrfbr  mw<«4  That  so  much 
of  the  second  secUon  of  the  aet  of  tbe  State  of 
Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
himdred  and  fifteen,  entitled  'An  act  reladng  to 
servants  and  slaves,'  and  now  in  force  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  aa  an- 
thorizet  the  commitment  and  sale  of  free  persons  of 
color,  for  prison  fees  and  other  chatgee  of  appre- 
hendon,  upon  lusfAdon  of  their  bei^g  runawaTi, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby,  repealed.** 

This  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  to 
to-morrow. 


Fkidat,  January  12. 
Setolutionartf  Pensioner*, 
Mr.  WoRTHiHOTON  Submitted  for  ocmsidera- 
tion  the  following  resolution : 

R^olvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inqiure  into  tbe  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  non-cammisrioned  officers,  mu- 
ricians,  and  privates,  who  are  now  on  tbe  pention 
roll,  in  consequence  of  woimds  received  In  the  Rpr- 
oludonary  War,  not  amomting  to  a  total  disability, 
the  same  amount  of  penrioD  aa  Is  allowed  to  peisona 
of  the  aforesaid  ranks  laboring  under  disability  4^ 
the  highest  degree. 
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Hr.  WoBTsiKOTOK  B^d,  that,  with  the  permis- 
rion  of  tiie  House,  he  would  briefly  state  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  Babmit  the 
resolution  under  consideration. 

It  will  be  seen  by  its  phraseology,  &aid  he, 
that  it  is  confined  exclusively  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  who 
were  disabled  by  wounds  in  the  severe  and  ar- 
duous conflict  of  HiQ  Involution,  and  to  such 
of  them  only  as  are  now  on  the  pension  roU. 
The  peuaioos  allowed  to  the  eommisflloDed  offi< 
oers  may  be  Boffieient  for  thdr  decent  sopport : 
but  this  is  not  the  case  witli  the  de«aiption  of 
persons  embraced  by  the  resolution.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  non-oommiasoned  officers,  muai- 
cians,  and  privates,  laboring  under  the  highest 
^{p«e  of  disability,  are  allowed  eight  dollars  a 
month,  and  for  disabiliUes  of  a  lees  degree  than 
the  highest,  a  sum  propordonably  less.  Under 
this  proviswn,  while  some  receive  eight  dollars 
per  montO^  others  receive  less,  according  to 
the  decree  of  disability.  Now,  the  object  of 
the  resolution  is  to  pnt  them  all  on  an  equality, 
by  aUowing  them  eight  dollars  a  month.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1816,  this 
scale  of  allowance  might  have  been  proper,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  when  old  age  and 
wounds  combined,  amount  to  a  total  dis^iUty, 
the  reasons  for  graduating  their  pensions  no 
longer  exist.  Uwer  the  act  of  1816,  the  Vfai 
Department  does  not  consider  old  age  a  disabil- 
ity; and,  although  a  soldier  may  be  unable  to 
procure  subsistence,  by  manual  labor,  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds  and  old  age  combined,  yet 
he  is  allowed  only  according  to  the  degree  of 
Usability  under  which  he  originally  labored  in 
consequence  of  wounds  alone.  But,  sir,  inde- 
pendent of  these  calculations,  I  am  impelled  by 
other  considerations  to  mete  to  these  war-worn 
soldiers,  these  "  remnants  of  an  age  gone  by," 
the  most  liberal  allowance.  If  any  class  of  cit- 
izens deserve  the  munificence  of  the  Govern- 
ment more  than  another,  it  is  the  one  we  are 
now  conmdering.  It  was  not  tor  mercenary 
Tiews,  nor  in  pnrsait  of  a  oriminal  ambition, 
fb^  am^ed  themselves  under  the  military 
standard.  No,  rir;  it  was  under  the  sacred 
bannw  of  Uber^  and  independence  they  bared 
their  bosoms  to  the  fury  of  the  storm.  No, 
rir ;  it  was  in  the  noble  cause  of  liberty  agunst 
davery,  of  freemen  against  tyrants,  that  these 
men  of  the  old  Koman  stamp  so  profusely 
poured  out  their  blood,  and  fearlessly  encoun- 
tered sufferings  and  dangers  almost  incredible  to 
the  generation  of  the  present  day.  These  men, 
who  entered  the  *'  imminent'  deadly  breach," 
who  endured  misery  in  all  its  shapes,  are  now 
languishing  in  penury,  and  their  subsistonce  is 
made  to  depend  upon  an  arithmetical  calcula- 
tion as  to  the  degree  of  disability  under  which 
they  oi^inaDy  labored.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed, said  Ur,  W.,  to  the  extension  of  the 
pension  system,  as  any  member  of  this  House; 
but  the  resolution  contemplates  an  increase 
only  of  pendon  to  the  living  and  mumed  mon- 
Qmentsffltheircoanfiy'semfuxc^paticm;  tomen 
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to  whom  you  and  I,  lUr.  Speaker,  and  ^  <^  us^ 
are  so  deeply  indebted  for  our  civil,  religions, 
and  political  liberty — ^In  a  word,  for  aU  oar 
happiness:  for,  without  these  blessings,  the 
world  is  a  great  "wasto,  where  nou^t  but 
fiends  and  tempests  howl.'*  Sir,  it  is  to  these 
men,  laboring  under  wounds,  scarcely  yet  cica- 
trized, and  bending  to  the  earth  under  a  super- 
incumbent weight  of  ioflrmity  and  years,  that 
I  would  opien  the  national  purse,  and  gladden 
thereby  their  last  days,  by  this  new  evidenoe 
ofour  gratitnde. 

lij  resolution  is  emphatically  in  favor  of  the 
common  stddier,  and  to  him  I  wish  the  attra- 
tion  of  the  committee  to  be  Erected.  I  hope^ 
with  this  view,  the  resolntion  wiU  be  adoptel 
Mr.  HoOoT  hopwi.  that,  before  the  House 
took  any  step  to  increase  either  the  number  or 
the  amount  of  pensions,  that  they  would  have 
the  whole  case  before  them.  Much  of  the  grad- 
uated pension  to  which  the  resolution  referred, 
was  drawn  by  persons  in  wealthy  drcumstan- 
cea,  who  did  not  need  this  addition  to  their  in- 
come— and  as  for  those  poorer,  tiie  House  may 
be  sure  that  they  would  relinquish  the  gradu- 
ated pension,  and  accept  the  eight  dollus  per 
month,  if  they  could  show  that  they  came 
within  the  provinon  ctf  the  law  which  granted 
it.  Thte  entire  subject,  Mr.  UoO.  bikI,  had 
been  thorou^ly  examined  in  16S0,  when  the 
law  auendatory  ef  the  first  pension  law  was 
passed^and  was  then  well  understood. 

Mr.  W  OBTHiNOTON  replied,  that  he  bad  offered 
the  resolution,  beconse  those  who  now  received 
the  graduated  pendon,  had  represented  it  as 
proper,  and  had  applied  to  have  fbe  law  thus 
altered. 

Mr.  Little  observed,  that  the  resolntion  did 
not  confine  itself  to  those  alone  who  were  in- 
cluded within  the  act  of  1818,  but  extended  to 
many  others.  It  included  those  who  had  not 
been  on  the  Continental  establishment,  as  wdl 
as  those  who  had.  He  thought  a  distinetiw 
between  these  dasses  ought  not  to  be  mode^ 
and  he  ahooM  vote  tar  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  I7  the 
House. 

PrarnxUion  of  Xtts-0a£  Tin^bvr, 

Mr.  WmrK  submitted  the  following  resoln- 
;  tion: 

Jtetolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiura 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  the  more  etTectual  preservatira 
of  the  liveHMik  timber  on  the  public  lands ;  and  Atr^ 
thcr,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fwrning 
plantations  for  the  rearing  of  live-oak  iae  the  future 
fuppty  of  that  timber  for  the  Navy  of  the  UoitKl 
States. 

Mr.  'WmTK  said  he  was  induced  to  invite  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  snl^Ject,  from  a 
conviction  that  it  was  one  of  much  more  im- 
portance  than  was  graerally  Imaged.  Be 
was  sendble  that  there  were  but  two  vhjs  by 
which  the  Oovcmment  of  the  United  States 
could  ^otect  itself  against  the  destnwtin  of 
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an  that  valuable  timber,  aod  the  consequent 
embarrassmeDts  it  would  produce  to  the  nation. 
The  one  was  hj  a  speedy  adjustment  of  all  the 
private  claims  derived  from  foreign  Govern- 
ments in  Louisiana  aod  Florida,  and  some  more 
effectual  provisions  for  the  preserv^ion  of  this 
timber  on  the  pubUo  land^  s^r  the  private  is 
sepanUed  (torn  the  public  lands ;  and  the  other 
b  bj  fbnning  plantations  for  the  mpplj  of  it 
ibr  ftatore  emergencies  when  that  on  the  pnblio 
domain  shall  b«  destroyed.  The  live-oak,  said 
yir.  W.,  is  believed  only  to  be  found,  at  least 
in  any  qnantity,  along  the  sea- coast  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  south  of  latitude  84.  It  is  the  most 
valuable  wood  used  in  ship  building,  being 
nearly  equal  to  the  teak  m  durabiUty  and 
strength,  and  much  superior  in  buoyancy.  For 
timbers  of  ships  of  war,  it  is  universally  admit- 
ted to  be  the  most  valuable.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment is  so  sensible  of  this,  that  I  am  credi- 
bly informed,  that  they  have  actually  at  this 
moment  agents  engaged  in  the  Southern  States 
and  in  Florida,  in  purcbasing  and  shipping  live 
oak  to  En^and,  out  to  moulds  in  the  shape  of 
knees,  heiuTt-hooks,  stern-posts,  &a.  Acts  of 
Omgress  have  been  repeatedly  passed,  for  the 
preservation  of  this  valoable  wood,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  the  quantity  is  rapidly  dimin- 
ishing, oven  in  Florida,  which  appears  to  be  its 
favorite  region.  A  wise  policy,  that  does  not 
confine  its  views  to  the  present  moment,  but 
looks  to  the  future,  requires  of  as  not  only  on 
attention  to  the  immediate  aod  pasnng  interests 
of  the  day,  but  also  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
future  benefits  of  our  country.  An  English 
gentleman,  Evelyn,  is  now  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  English  nation, 
for  having,  a  century  ago,  suggested  and  exe- 
cuted an  extensive  plantation  of  the  English 
Navy  oak,  and,  if  rightly  informed,  these  plan- 
tations now  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  pid- 
icy  of  that  great  nation. 

The  growth  of  live-<Mik  is  extremely  rapid ; 
being  an  evergreen,  it  is  scarcely  ever  inter- 
rnpted ;  at  twenty-five  years  of  age  it  becomes 
sufficiently  large  for  most  purposes  of  ship 
building.  It  grows  everywnere  in  our  light 
sandy  soil,  and  all  that  would  be  necessary,  af- 
ter transplimting,  would  be  to  keep  the  fires 
out  of  the  tract  selected  for  the  purpose.  That 
tills  is  no  visionary  idea,  I  will  mention  that 
the  suggestion  was  thrown  out  by  one  of  the 
most  praotical  and  experienced  officers  of  our 
Navy,  the  President  of  the  Nary  Boiml,  on  his 
visit  to  Florida,  and  it  will  not  be  thought  triv- 
ial, when  it  is  known  tiiat  the  late  Emperor  of 
Bassia  ordered  his  agent  to  send  him  two  bar- 
rels of  the  live-oak  acorns,  for  the  purpose  of 
attempting  plantations  in  the  southern  part  of 
his  dominions.  One  hundred  acres  would  con- 
tain two  thousand  trees,  which  might  be  plants 
ed  near  the  Navy  Yam  at  Pensacola.  The 
land  reserved  at  that  place  for  the  Navy  Yard 
abounds  with  young  trees,  and  the  ridge  in  the 
rear  of  the  yard  seems  to  be  pecnliarly  adapted 
to  soch  idaatations.   Aa  the  country  is  now 
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situated,  with  unadjusted  titles  covering  large 
bodies  of  land,  some  good,  and  others  vicious, 
those  who  wish  to  cut  the  timber  can  do  so, 
and  plead  a  jfretended  title,  which  shields  them 
from  punishment  because  it  is  filed  for  decision 
either  before  the  commissioners,  or  is  referred 
by  them  to  Congress,  where  exjwrience,  melan- 
choly experience  proves,  they  are  laid  up  for 
years,  honest  and  dishonest  claims  all  r^ected, 
not  by  any  decision,  but  by  delay,  and  asoilure 
to  examiife  them.  As  the  subject  has  been  in- 
troduced to  the  coaslderation  of  Congress  by 
the  President,  and  has  been  referred  to  com- 
mittees in  iKttb  Houses,  we  may  confidently 
hope  that  the  public  fiuth  of  the  nation  will  be 
redeemed  by  the  confirmation  of  valid  claims, 
and  that  the  public  domain  will  bo  ascertained 
by  the  approval  of  the  good,  and  the  prompt 
rejection  of  vicious  and  fraudulent  clums, 
and  when  that  "  consnmmation,  most  devoutly 
to  be  wished,"  has  been  accomplished,  some 
deci»ve  and  energetic  measures  can  be  pro- 
posed and  execnted  ibr  the  preservatitm  of  the 
public  timber:  and  in  the  mean  time,  on  ex- 
periment can  be  made  without  expense  on  the 
reserves  for  the  Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola,  for 
the  plantation  and  cultivation  of  the  live-oak. 

Mr.  IxoHAM  said  that  he  considered  the  House 
as  indebted  to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  for 
bringing  the  subject  to  its  notice ;  but  he  was 
satistied  that  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
could  not  liave  been  neglected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  that  some  measures  had,  doubtless, 
been  taken  in  respect  to  it.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  follows ; 

"And,  also,  inform  this  House  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  wliat,  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  pro- 
se rvation  of  the  same." 

Kr.  Cocke  agreed  in  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving this  valuable  timber;  but  believed  ttiat 
there  was  already  a  lav  npcm  the  subject ;  and 
it  would  not  be  very  becoming  in  the  House  to 
inquire  of  any  Department  what  was  the  law 
of  the  land  on  this,  or  any  other  subject.  AH 
private  individuals  were  supposed,  and  bound, 
to  know  the  law — ^much  more  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  itself. 

Mr.  IxoHAif  said,  in  reply,  that  his  amend- 
ment did  not  propose  to  mquire  whether  any 
law  existed,  but  what  measures  had  been  taken, 
by  any  authority  whatever,  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WniTS  explained.  The  law  does  exist ; 
but  it  requires  that  the  timber  districts  to  be 
guarded  must  be  made  known  by  proclamation, 
and  the  lands  he  referred  to  had  not  been  pro- 
claimed. They  were  not  recognized  as  public 
lands,  because  there  were  cliumants  who  pro- 
fessed to  hold  titie  to  them ;  and  though  it  was 
probable  that  these  titles  would  turn  out  to  bo 
vicious,  vet,  in  the  meanwhile,  these  claims 

firevented  the  lands  from  being  treated  as  pub- 
ic, and  from  three  to  four  hundred  persons 
were  upon  them,  constantly,  engaged  in  cutting 
the  timber.  When  qnestioned,  or  called  to  an 
account,  they  shielded  themsdves  under  thdr 
claimff. 
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The  resolation,  as  amended,  -was  then  agreed 
to. 


UoSDjLT,  January  16. 
Polar  St^MtUHon. 

}£t.  WomarsB/Bosi  said,  tiiat  he  was  revest- 
ed to  present  the  memorial  of  a  nnmber  of  re- 
spectable citizens,  inhabiting  the  western  part 
of  Maryland.  He  would  state,  In  a  few  words, 
the  objects  of  the  memorialists. 

At  this  enlightened  period,  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  and  Bnssia,  were  pushing  their 
nautical  and  iolahd  discoveries  in  every  direc- 
tion, this  nation,  notwithstanding  its  advanta- 
geous position  on  the  globe,  its  immense  re* 
sources,  and  the  skill  of  its  eeamen,  looked  on 
with  folded  arms,  and  without  in  the  least  par- 
ticipating in  their  epirited  enterprises.  £nt 
the  memorialists  invito  particularly,  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  tnorongh  exploration  of 
our  nor^west  coast,  and  to  an  expedition  to 
be  fitted  oat  to  extend  oar  knowledge  of  the 
frozen  region  of  the  Antarctic  Circle.  The  first 
of  these  propositions,  Mr.  W.  presumed,  was 
predicated  on  the  Message  of  the  President  at 
the  late  session  of  Congress;  and  the  second, 
on  the  recent  theories  of  Captain  Symuies  and 
others  on  concentric  spheres,  and  the  concavity 
of  the  earth.  The  exploration  of  the  north- 
west coast,  the  memorialists  considered,  said 
Mr.  "W.,  an  important  object.  "Whilst  other  na- 
tions are  acquiring  fame  by  their  discoveries, 
and  perpetuating  the  names  of  their  great  men, 
by  calling  the  discovered  countries  idler  them, 
we  could  boost  of  nothing  in  this  field,  but 
were  indebted  almost  exdnsively,  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  own  continent,  to  the  genius  and 
enterprise  of  foreigners.  On  the  second  prop- 
osition, said  Mr.  W.,  the  memorialists,  no  doubt, 
conceived  the  recent  theory  of  an  aperture  at 
tiie  poles,  and  tlie  concavity  of  the  earth,  not 
more  difficult  of  belief  to  the  present  age,  and 
would  meet  with  less  resistance,  than  the  sys- 
tems of  Copernicus  and  others  encountered,  from 
tiio  bigotry  and  persecution  of  the  clergy,  and 
the  influence  of  Aristotle  in  the  schools. 

A  polar  basin  is  becoming  familiar  to  the 
learned ;  and  the  same  decree  of  heat  at  the 
poles,  as  at  the  equator,  when  the  snn  is  at  the 
solstitial  points,  ia  an  idea  long  since  entertained. 
It  ts  probable  these  facts  hare  given  birth  to 
the  recent  theories  I  have  mentioned ;  and,  as 
nav^tors  have  sailed  as  far  north  as  eighty- 
two  degrees,  and  some  say,  eighty-four,  the 
memorialists  wish  the  expedition  fitted  out  by 
the  Government,  after  exploring  onr  own  coast, 
to  proceed  to  the  south,  as  no  navigator  has 
been  able  to  penetrate  in  that  direction,  farther 
than,  he  believed,  for  he  spoke  from  recoUec- 
ti<m,  seventy-two  degrees.  On  looking  over 
the  memorial,  he  said,  he  perceived  the  nimies 
of  gentlemen  of  great  respectability,  and  of 
considerable  scientific  attainments,  and  he, 
therefore,  conceived  it  due  to  them,  to  offer 
tiie  few  observations  he  had  snbnutted. 
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The  petition  was  received  and  committed. 
Indian  Zand  Titlet  in  Arhuuat, 

Kr.  OoirwAT  oSetei  the  Allowing  resolv- 
tdoa: 

Sachtdt  TbaX  the  Committee  on  Indfam  AMr 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedfency  of  es* 
tinguishing  ^e  Cboctaw  title  to  lands,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  ArluuiBts. 

Mr.  Hahji  said,  that  he  did  not  know  that 
he  should  be  willing  to  oppose  a  resolution  ot 
this  character ;  but  a  bill  was  about  to  be  called 
up  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which 
provided  for  'the  gradual  removal  of  the  Indi- 
ans west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  effect  of 
which,  he  thought  the  resolntion  calcnlated  to 
interfere.  If  the  Indiana,  whom  it  is  thepnrpose 
of  Government  to  remove  from  the  eastern  side 
of  the  river,  shall  see  that  any  part  of  the  Tee- 
ritory  proposed  as  their  abode  on  the  west  ride 
of  it,  are  luready  abontto  be.8old  by  the  Uidted 
States,  the  eSbot  will  be  to  fix  fh^  detmuina- 
tion  not  to  removejbnt  to  remain  in  their  ^m- 
ent  settlements.  The  resolution,  he  thooi^ 
was  calculated  to  occasion  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  troiible  that  was  nnneoessaiy. 
Ko  doubt,  it  was  interesting  to  the  people  of 
Arkansas,  that  the  Indian  title  to  lands  on 
the  west  of  the  river  should  be  extingnished; 
but  it  was  the  interest  and  the  wish  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  should  be  removed  thitlter 
— it  ought,  therefore,  to  do  nothing,  and  to 
sanction  nothing,  which  might  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  fix  the  Indians  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  where  they  believed  their  poaaeaaiMU 
were  secure,  by  rendering  insecure  the  pros- 
pect of  po^ession  to  the  west.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  taU^ 
bat  witiidrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CoNWAV,  who  said  he  had  no  intrati(» 
or  wish  to  produce  the  smallest  embarrassment 
He  knew,  and  the  gentleman  from  iOssisrippi 
well  knew,  that  there  were  many  white  perscma 
who  had  settled  on  the  lands  in  question,  be- 
fore they  were  set  apart — and  if  the  Indian  title 
to  those  lands  could  be  extinguished,  the  land 
can  then  be  sold  witiiout  Impediment.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affain 
covered  the  entire  sabjecL  and  he  was  derirons 
that,  when  that  bill  would  ooroe  up  for  ^aeat- 
sion  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  the  oom- 
mittee  ndght  have  the  whde  solfject  in  iti  pf»* 
session ;  he  wished  this  as  an  advantue  to  the 
cause  of  tiie  bill,  and  not  as  an  impemment  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Haiu  insisted  on  the  ground  he  had  bo- 
fore  taken,  and  renewed  bia  motion  to  1^  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  then  the  res- 
olution was  a^eed  to  by  the  House. 


Wed^tisdat,  January  IT. 
Tariff' of  J>uUe$  on  Woollen  Ocedt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Uaixabt,  the  Home  tbea 
reaolred  itself  into  a  Cnnmittee  of  tiie  iniok 


ArtiMM  Wootamd  WaeBtM. 


Digitized  by  Google 


D£BATBS  OF  GONaESSS. 


879 


jAMiUKr,  18S7.] 

on  the  state  of  tin  Union,  Ifr.  Bdohavik  In  tiie 
chair,  and  tooli  op  the  bill  "  for  the  alteration 
of  the  acta  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Mallaht  sola  he  would  present  a  'view 
of  the  sabject,  vhich  had  been  pressed  n^n 
the  consideration  of  Oongress  br  memorials 
from  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  It 
involved  the  interests  of  thousands,  and  to  a 
vast  amount.  These  memorialists  were  fi*om 
the  agricultnral  as  well  as  from  the  manufactur- 
ing interests,  representing  their  condition,  and 
asking  most  earnestly  the  interposition  of  Gov- 
ernment in  their  favor.  'Without  further  pro- 
face,  he  would  advance  to  the  subject.  In  the 
first  place,  he  would  endeavor  to  ascertain  the 
Interest  depending  imon  the  pnsent  question. 
He  wontd  not  be  mmnte  in  details,  ret  would 
explain  the  general  c^onlationfl  which  have  led 
to  the  result  to  which  he  had  arrived.  He  had 
no  doubt,  from  the  information  given  to  the 
committee,  that  the  amount  of  capital  invested 
in  the  woollen  mannfaotm-e,  conld  not  be  less 
than  forty  millions  of  dollars.  He  had  taken 
puns  to  obtain,  as  far  as  practicable,  certain 
acts,  in  preference  to  a  dependence  on  general 
opinions  or  estimates.  'Wnen  particolar  facts 
were  obtained,  &ey  became  data  upon  which  a 
result  might  be  produced  with  sufficient  cer- 
tuntj.  It  appeiu^  from  actaal  examination, 
that,  east  of  Uie  OonneetMnt  IUtct,  in  Uassa- 
ehnsetta,  excepting  one  or  two  estabUshments 
vest,  the  ei^ital  actnaUr  invested,  was  npvvrds 
of  five  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Berkshire 
is  said  to  have  a  million.  It  was  probable  from 
this,  that  the  whole  in  manufactures,  was  at 
least  eight  millions.  From  all  information  that 
could  be  obtained  from  all  other  quarters  of  the 
Union,  the  capital  thus  stated  was  one-fifth  of 
all  the  remainder.  Forty  millions  might  be 
considered  the  amount  in  the  Unitad  States. 
Gentlemen  can  jud^  for  themselves.  We  can 
thus  arrive  at  sufficient  certainty  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes.  This  capitd  of  eight  millions 
employs  twelve  thousand  persons,  making  six 
Uionsuid  at  least  now  engaged  in  the  woollen 
trade  of  the  Uidted  States.  This  la  the  mann- 
ftctQring  interest. 

Next  he  wonld  present,  In  the  same  manner, 
the  value  of  the  agricultural  interest.  In  the 
first  place,  he  would  consider  the  flocks  of  the 
United  States.  Many  had  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  sheep  at  fifteen  millions.  In  1825,  tibe 
number  in  the  State  of  Kew  York  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  8,4Sfi,000.  Now  he  considered 
that  it  might  be  four  millions.  Considering  the 
^at  numbers  in  New  Fngland,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  he 
might  take  the  number  in  New  York  as  one- 
fourth  ;  this  wonld  give  sixteen  millions  in  the 
United  States.  GenUemen  conld  form  their 
own  estimate.  The  number  mentioned  might 
be  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  soffloient  to  an- 
swer the  great  object  in  view.  He  considered 
that  ten  millions  were  added  from  the  demands 
of  the  woollen  manufiwtores  by  the  manufao- 
tujnginstitntirauof theooimtrjr.  Ineetimating 
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Hhe  vahie,  it  was  to  be  conridered  that  the  manu- 
facturer had  been  the  cause  of  adding  to  the  value 
of  the  fiooks  of  the  conntry.  It  has  been  a  great 
object  among  the  rulers  of  the  most  enligh^ned 
nations  of  Europe,  to  secure  to  themselves  the 
best  blood  of  that  valuable  race  of  animaK  It 
was  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  intelligent  citizens  of  this  nation. 
We  know  tiiat  immense  pains  have  been  t^cn 
to  improve  it  here.  The  best  of  the  Saxony 
and  Spanish  breeds  had  been  introduced,  at 
great  expense,  by  the  most  patriotic  individuals 
of  this  country.  Mr.  M.  then  estimated  the 
ten  millions  at  two  dollars  each,  and  considered 
it  a  low  estimate,  if  any  enconragement  existed 
for  the  raw  material.  This  would  make  the 
value  of  fiooks  in  the  United  States  dmendent 
n|K)n  the  raanufftcturer  to  the  amount  <n  twen^ 
millions  of  dollars. 

By  exact  returns  from  establishments  having 
6,688,000  dollars  capital,  it  appears  they  con- 
sume 5,980,000  lbs.  of  wool.  40,000,000  dol- 
lars would  require  above  40,000,000  lbs.  of  the 
raw  material.  But  suppose  it  only  80,000,000 
lbs.  this  wonld,  at  36  cents  per  lb.,  be  above 
10,000,000  dollars.  Next,  Mr.  M.  estimated 
the  landed  interest  devoted  to  the  use  of  flocks 
in  the  United  States,  dependent  on  the  mann- 
facturer.  He  allowed  four  to  the  acre.  This 
wonld  require  S,500,000 :  at  ei^t  dollars  per 
acre,  Hds  would  be  20,000,000  dollars.  He  hod 
taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  value  d  land  in 
different  States,  thns  used.  Taking  New  Eng- 
land, New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  the  value  he  had  estimated  not  too 
high.  Gentiemen  could  correct  him  if  in  error. 
The  result  was,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
had  at  least  40,000,000  dollars  involved  in  the 
question  of  protecting  the  domestic  manufactur- 
ing interest.  The  capital  of  both  interests,  then, 
amounted  to  80,000,000  dollars. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  next  advert  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  wool-growing  to  this  country.  It 
gave  a  value  to  hills  and  mountains:  remote 
sections  of  the  nation,  now  removed  from  navi- 
gable rivers  and  good  roada,  would  be  rendered 
TBlnable.  Nothing  else  conld  be  produced  that 
wonld  pay  transportation  to  market.  No  wti- 
cle  could  be  produced  so  valuable  as  wool,  in 

Sroportion  to  Mm  weight.  Those  portions  of 
Few  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  West  Virginia,  which  are  of  little  vnluo  for 
gnun,  would  become  profitable — valuable,  could 
this  great  staple  have  a  market.  Some  of  the 
best  flocks  in  the  United  States  are  in  Western 
Vir(pnia.  It  has  already  found  its  way  to  New 
York  and  Boston,  and  found  a  valuable  market. 

As  it  regards  the  other  ^eat  employments 
of  the  nation,  it  docs  not  interfere.  AH  our 
markets  are  now  filled  to  overflowing  with  agri- 
cultural products.  So  much  of  capital  as  has 
bem  stated,  Is  added  to  the  landed  interest. 
So  mndb  for  that  great  Interest  immediately 
dependrait  for  its  principal  value  on  manofao- 
turesl 

Allow  me  noW|  said  Hr.  Kalubt,  to  show. 
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how  much  other  branches  of  agriculture  are 
interested.  He  asked  the  candid  attention  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States 
— he  would  ask  the  farmers  in  the  House,  to 
notice  the  statements  he  wff^  about  to  make — 
he  thought  it  deserving  of  conuderation,  how- 
ever gentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  coDclusion 
which  he  might  draw.  It  is  ascertained,  as  one 
fact,  that  in  one  manufectory,  where  260  persons 
are  employed,  above  800  barrels  of  flour  were 
consumed  in  ^  year  1626.  This  was  obtained 
ftom  New  York,  and  P6ter8bui:g,  Va.,  and  in- 
tennediate  ports.  Again :  There  were  imported 
into  Boston  in  1836,281,000  barrels;  of  this, 
^177  were  exported,  leaving  209,704  for  con- 
nimption.  Mr.  M.  said  he  nad  taken  mnch 
pains  to  ascertain  the  quantity  imported  into 
other  ports  of  New  Englond.  Gentlemen  well 
informed,  thoae  concerned  in  the  trade,  had  es- 
timated that  the  quantity  imported  into  Uaine, 
New  Ilampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Oonnecticnt, 
coold  not  be  less  than  three  times  more  than 
was  imported  into  Boston.  Providence  afford- 
ed a  vast  market.  A  great  amount  ascended 
the  Connecticnt  Kiver,  into  the  centre  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Mr.  M.  sidd  he  had  estimated  that 
twice  08  mnch  was  imported  into  all  the  re- 
mainder of  New  Englaira  as  was  into  Borton. 
This  wonld  give  629,000  barrels  for  domestio 
nse  in  that  section  of  the  Union.  Gentlemen 
will  decide  whether  this  estimate  is  over>rated. 
The  value  at  |5  60  per  barrel,  amonnts  to 
8,480,000  dollars.  Mr.  M.  Bud  he  requested 
gentlemen  to  notice  from  whence  this  supply 
was  derived.  He  then  produced  a  statement, 
from  whence  it  appeared  that  119,202  barrels 
were  received  from  Baltimore,  91,000  ftom 
Virginia.  This  he  asked  gentlemen  to  notice. 
The  remoinder  was  from  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  rest  of  the  coast.  Deducting  the 
average  amount  fhnn  Boston,  wonld  leave  71,000 
barrels  of  Vir^ia  floor  fbr  New  England,  now 
junported  into  the  sin^^e  port  of  Boston.  H 
fhifl  is  one-third,  New  Enghmd  ecouames  of 
Yii^nia  flour  218,000  barrels — worth  over  a 
million  of  dollars.  These  are  &ct8  well  worthy 
of  consideration  by  the  fiumera  o{  Virginia. 
■How  was  this  amount  of  agricultural  produce 
obtained!  By  what,  means  was  payment 
made  ?  He  stud  he  would  leave  the  answer  to 
be  made  hy  every  gentleman  for  himself. 

Again :  There  was  imported  into  Boston,  in 
the  month  of  December  last,  60,000  bushels  of 
corn  from  the  Southern  and  Middle  States.  In 
proportion  to  the  estimate  for  flour,  the  amount 
wonld  be  almost  beyond  reUef.  Gentlemen, 
from  the  &cts  stated^  will  make  their  own  de- 
ductions. Now,  said  }Sr.  M.,  examine  the  ex- 
ports of  flour  to  Europe.  Th«y  will  be  fbund 
not  to  exceed,  in  1826,  66,676  barrds.  New 
England  consumes,  as  we  have  seen,  629,000, 
We  exported,  in  1826,  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
818,000,  and  in  1826,  863,000  barrels.  Again: 
In  1825,  we  exported  to  tfie  British  West  Indies, 
114,000  bbls.;  to  Cuba,  109,000 ;  and  to  Brazil, 
IM^OOO.  These  forei^  exportatloiu  we  con- 
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sidered  as  of  wonderfU  importance,.  We  send 
now  and  then  a  car^  of  flour  to  Valparaiso 
and  Lima,  The  arrival — ^the  price — high  or 
low,  is  reported  through  the  nation,  as  if  its 
fate  was  involved.  But  the  steady,  ^lent,  val- 
uable market  of  New  England,  attracts  no  pub- 
lic attention.  Annihilate  this  great  market, 
said  Mr.  M.,  and  the  immense  quantity  there 
consume^  to  the  quantity  which  wonld  be  left, 
let  the  efiocts  which  woiud  certainly  follow,  be 
experienced  hy  the  fiurmer  of  Yirginia  and 
Maryland,  it  would  seem  that  cmiTictioD  must 
take  plao^  that  the  New  England  market  was 
of  inunense  advantage.  Destroy  l^e  manufto- 
turing  interest,  and  conviction  of  thb  wonld 
press  on  the  farmer  with  irresistible  force.  The 
means  of  the  North  to  purchase  wonld  at  once 
cease,  and  the  people  would  provide  for  them- 
selves in  a  different  way. 

Allow  me  to  make  a  remark  as  applicable  to 
our  own  policy.  We  have,  on  one  occadon, 
at  least,  been  carried  away  by  these  doctrines  of 
free  trade.  We  have  held  out  proffers  of  reci- 
procity in  trade  and  navigation :  Why  I  The 
world  knows.  We  have  attained  that  skill  in 
navigatimi,  that  we  can  meet  any  nation  on  the 
ocean.  We  now  very  boldly  offer  redproeity. 
This  is  brou^t  too  oftoi  to  bear  <hi  other  in- 
terests. Why  do  we  ofifer  recterodty  in  navi- 
gation t  Because  we  are  confident  that  we  can 
successfUly  meet  any  other  nation.  But  sup- 
pose the  navigation  of  other  notions  was  crowd- 
ing  oar  ports—that  our  ships  were  useless  in 
our  harbors — should  we  then  be  bo  warm  advo- 
cates of  reciprocity  in  navigation  t  Why  not, 
on  the  present  emergency,  allow  British  shins 
to  bring  from  England  here,  pass  on  to  the 
West  Indies,  return  with  cargoes,  and  then  re- 
turn to  England  again!  It  may  be  chetq>erT 
My  answer  is  ready.  I  would  protect  onr  nav- 
igation, because  a  foreign  rival  has  attempted 
to  arrest  its  prosperity.  The  Interest  and  repu- 
tation of  our  country  demands  it.  The  same 
protection  should  be  equally  affinded  to  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  nation.  This  is  the  same 
reason  that  protection  shoidd  be  ^ven  to  the 
fabric  yon  wear,  as  to  the  vend  that  is  used  to 
bring  to  us  the  articles  of  use.  Then,  rir,  said 
Mr.  M.,  let  ns  protect  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  that  promote  our  independence, 
our  safety,  onr  prosperity — ^navigatKn,  oam- 
merce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture. 

In  conformity  to  these  views,  Mr.  M.  s«d  he 
wonld  present  a  few  remarks,  as  to  the  partio- 
ular  provisions  of  the  bill  It  was  believed  it 
would  give  additi<»ial  seearity  to  the  manufiW' 
torer,  and  be  perfectly  cconpatible  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  nation. 

The  flrst  minimum  In  the  bill  Is  {daced  act 
forty  cents  the  square  yard.  On  narrow  doths, 
which  cost  thirty  cents  the  running  yard,  a  duty 
is  now  levied  of  7J  cents.  A  square  yard,  at 
the  same  rate,  10  cents.  At  a  minimum  forty 
cents  the  square  yard,  this  will  be  18^  cents; 
the  difference  about  8^  on  the  square  yard.  It 
is  tho^B^t  this  oaknlatitm  is  oorreok  Gcntle- 
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men  will  examine  for  themselves.  Flannels,  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  rnnning  yard  at  present, 
pay  a  duty  of  8^^  cents.  Square  yard  18]?g 
cents.  Difference,  2j%  cents.  Whatever  may 
be  the  extra  cost,  we  may  be  well  assured  that 
the  manafactnrinff  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try are  now  ready,  in  the  shortest  period,  to 
BQpply  the  market. 

Narrow  cloths,  costing  about  $1  76f  will 
come  nnder  the  operation  of  the  n^imnm  oi 
$2  SO.  It  will  operate  as  the  price  descends. 
The  efSaet  will  \»  a  heavy  duty  on  the  lowest. 
Hot  a  greater  duty,  however,  than  was  imposed 
on  cottons,  with  reference  to  the  average  price 
of  the  fabric  On  this  point,  Kr.  If.  said  he 
was  not  precise.  It  embraced  a  fobrie  that  oonld 
be  at  once  prodaced.  The  raw  material  on 
hand;  machinery  idle;  activity  infused  into 
that  now  in  operation;  would  soon  fill  the 
market  at  the  lowest  price,  if  the  mannfactorer 
be  sore  that  the  foreigner  would  not  inundate 
the  market,  under  the  influence  of  the  "tac- 
tics "  of  the  foreign  trade.  Feeling  confident 
that  sneh  woiild  be  the  result  he  was  decidedly 
and  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  provinon 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  ndnimnm  of  four  dollars  would  reach 
another  claaa  equally  entitled  to  protection,  and 
could  be  prodaced  and  afforded  at  fiur  and  rea- 
Bonable  rates.  The  duty  would  be  applied  as 
fiu*  as  it  reached,  and  it  was  tlionght  it  wonld 
moke  a  proper  average  os  for  as  regarded  the 
fabric  in  general.  As  far  as  the  bill  went,  it 
would  tend  to  give  stability  to  the  manufac- 
tnre,  prevent,  in  a  good  degree,  the  frauds  now 
practised,  and,  above  all,  give  a  solid  protec- 
tion. It  was  trae,  precision  could  not  be  at- 
tained, but  no  danger  could  be  apprehended. 
As  it  regarded  the  additional  and  progressive 
dnty  on  wool,  Hr.  M.  observed  that  it  might  be 
oonsidered  as  in  Tiolation  of  the  maxim  that  a 
raw  material  oagfat  not  to  be  taxed  hy  a  manu- 
facturing nation.  England,  it  was  tme,  bad 
reduced  the  duty  of  si^nce  sterling  per  pound, 
to  one  peni^.  Bat  we  must  bear  in  mind,  with 
that  dnty  she  imported  wool  to  a  great  ainoont 
la  1831,  16,606,000  lbs.  weight. 

1832,  19,068,000  " 

1828,  19,366,000  '< 

1824,  22,668,000  " 

It  is  evident  that  England  cannot  produce 
the  quantity,  nor  can  she  the  qnality  of  wool 
demanded  by,  lier  manofacturers.  It  may  also 
be  remarked  that  she  commands  the  ocean. 
She  is  secure  of  supply.  The  United  Stotes  are 
differently  placed.  They  can  supply  the  raw 
material  to  any  extent  The  best  wool  can  be 
grown.  The  safety  of  the  manufacturer  re- 
quires that  the  raw  material  should  be  prodnced 
at  home.  In  ease  of  war  or  hostile  pwicy,  her 
dependence  on  a  foreign  supply  would  at  once 
be  her  min.  To  produce  it  at  home,  as  was 
before  remarked,  is  so  much  addition  to  the 
Taloe  of  the  fanning  interest,  and  no  detriment 
in  any  other.  The  supply  can  be,  will  be,  fnr- 
niihed.  By  adding  to  the  duty,  the  farmer  will 
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have  confidence  in  the  market,  will  fear  no  hos- 
tile attempts  from  abroad,  and  will  rapidly  add 
to  his  flocks.  ^ 

As  to  the  last  section  which  provides  for  a 
duty  on  wool  imported  on  the  skin,  Mr.  M. 
smd  that  such  wool  had  been  admitted  free  of 
charge.  Such  a  permission  was  not  intended 
by  any  laws.  It  had  been.  done.  Difference 
m  opinion  had  existed  on  the  sul{]ect ;  it  seem- 
ed to  be  proper  that  a  provision  for  imposing  a 
duty  should  oe  made. 

Mr.  GAUBBELXira  smd  It  was  not  his  purpose 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr. 
Mallabt,)  but  uiat  he  rose  merely  to  move  that 
the  committee  rise.  When  the  proper  time  ar- 
rived for  vindicating  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
he  tmsted  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that 
they  were  of  American,  and  not  of  Mritish  ori- 
gin— that  they  were  best  suited  to  our  condi- 
tion and  institntions — and  that  we  treated 
British  principles  as  we  did  Briti&  manufac- 
tures :  we  adopted  them  when  it  was  for  our 
interest  to  do  so,  and  we  rejected  them  when 
it  was  not.  In  moving  for  the  committee  to 
rise,  it  was  not  with  any  view  of  addressing  the 
committee  to-morrow ;  it  was,  that,  when  the 
motion  should  be  agiun  made  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  this  bill,  the 
House  should  refuse  at  least  lor  two  or  three 
weeks,  till  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  in- 
forming themselves  os  to  liie  true  character  of 
the  biQ — he  shonld  be  more  gratified,  if  the 
House  slionld  refuse  to  do  so  altogether. 

Mr.  0.  said  he  would  now  merely  state  the 
reasons  why  he  was  unwilling  this  morning  to 
go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  to  toko  this  bill  into  consid- 
eration. He  conceived  the  bill  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance — it  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most  important  measures,  in  relation  to  our 
texiS,  that  had  erer  been  ]»(^>osed.  It  was  re~ 
ported  on  the  10th  instant — printed  but  four 
days  since,  without  any  rqiort  whatever,  and 
it  proposed  sahstantially,  to  prohibit,  with  very 
few  exertions,  the  mass  of  woollen  mannfac- 
tures.  Yet,  notwithstanding  its  importance, 
and  this  rapid  progress  of  the  bill,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  bad 
deemed  it  proper  to  coll  our  attention  to  this 
important  measure,  when  the  members  (with 
the  exception  of  the  committee  to  which  he 
belonged)  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the  effect 
of  the  biU — and  before  t^ere  hod  been  time  to 
receive  any  informaUon  of  its  practical  opera- 
tion even  from  the  City  of  New  York.  He 
confessed  himself  ignorant  of  the  effect  <tf  the 
bill  in  detiul,  and  had  h<n>ed  that  the  ohdrnuin 
of  the  committee  would  have  given  that  predse 
information  which  was  required,  in  propcsing  so 
important  a  meosnre, 

The  gentleman  had  given  us  much  valuable 
information.  He  had  told  us  how  many  sheep 
we  had  in  the  country,  and  how  many  millions 
we  had  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
lens; how  much  we  had  exported,  and  how 
much  we  had  impwted ;  what  the  Clianoolior 
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of  the  Exchequer  had  said,  &c.,  &c.  He 
thanked  the  {^ntleman  for  his  able  speech,  and 
Valuable  statistical  information ;  but,  with  all 
deference  to  thd  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he 
had  not  given  ua  the  ver^  information  which 
we  most  wanted — ^he  hod  not  touched  the  very 

Eoint  about  which  we  wished  to  be  iofonned — 
e  had  not  told  ns  how  much  it  was  proposed 
to  increaae  the  du^  on  woollen  manufactures. 
Ur.  0.  said  did  not  pretend  thoroughly  to 
understand  tibe  proviaio&s  <k  the  bill,  but  he 
wonld  call  the  attenUon  of  the  committee  to 
one  part  of  it.  [Hr.  0.  here  read  from  the 
bill,  part  of  a  eection,  which  provided,  that  all 
woollens  of  over  forty  cents,  and  under  two 
dollars  and  fifty  centa  value  in  the  foreign 
country,  should  be  deemed  to  have  cost  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  upon  which  valuation 
tlie  duty  should  be  changed.]  The  effect  of 
this  provision  would  be  to  multiply  the  duty 
every  time'tbe  value  was  mnltiplied;  and  an 
article  of  the  value  of  forty-one  cents  the 
square  yard,  being  valued  at  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  would  p^  six  times  the  duty  of 
tliirly^ree  and  one-third  per  oatt,  ad  talo- 
rem:  in  short,  under  fliis  dtMguit$^  it  would  be 
chai^  with  ft  duty  of  two  hundred  per  cent. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  might,  perhaps, 
understand  this  providon  of  the  bill ;  but  ne 
believed  very  few-  members  were  aware  that 
under  it  almost  the  entire  mass  of  woollen 
monafactures  consumed  in  the  country  would 
be  prohibited — absolntely  prohibited.  It  would 
not  touch  manufactures  of  a  fine  quality ;  but 
it  would  touch  that  large  amount  of  woollen 
menufacturea  consomed  by  the  laborers,  the 
mechanics,  the  farmers,  and  the  mariners  of  the 
country — nay,  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  in  every  section  of  the 
coQDtry—- exc^  indeed,  those  60,000  or  70,000 
persons,  who,  by  the  aoconnt  of  we  gentleman 
from  Vdnnon^  were  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  woollens.  The  biU  would  fbll  hoavi^ 
upon  the  consumers  ot  woollens  throughout 
th&  United  States. 

It  was  not,  however,  Mr.  C,  said,  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill.  He 
was  merely  stating  a  few  reasons  why  it  was 
not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  consider  this- 
question.  It  was  not  a  time  to  tamper  with 
our  tariff  when  our  revenue  was  declining. 
Besides,  gentlemen  must  be  perfectly  aware 
that  it  would  be  impos^ble  to  touch  this  sub- 
ject without  reviving  the  whole  question  of 
our  tariff.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  we 
should  be  called  upon  to  pass  this  prohibitory 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  woollen  manofiictnrers 
of  New  England,  without  calling  forth  ap- 
plications, equally  well-founded,  nrom  other 
branches  of  industry  in  other  quarters  of  the 
couDtiy.  There  would  be  quite  as  much  rea- 
son for  Fmnsytvania  to  ask  for  an  increase  of 
the  duty  on  bur  iron ;  and  were  he  a  Bepresent- 
atire  from  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  principle  of 
"reciprocity  of  injuries" — if  this  prohibition 
of  woolteos  were  fenatboA  in  by  Kew  Ent^and, 
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he  would  propose  doubling  the  duty  on  bar 
iron — there  was  full  as  much  reason,  if  there 
was  any  at  alt  in  either,  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other  propositioD.  Gentlemen  must  be  also 
aware,  that,  if  this  question  was  once  opened, 
we  should  go  from  one  article  to  another,  as 
we  did  on  a  former  occoaon;  from  woollen 
manufactures  to  bar  iron;  from  bar  iron  to 
cotton  bagging;  and  aa  we  were  then,  we 
should  be  again,  three  weeks,  as  It  was  said  fej 
a  gentleman  on  that  occosifm,  travdllng  fhm 
Dmdee  to  fiivemess,  and  from  Inverness  to 
Dundee.  He  tlunight  we  had  had  qoite  enonj^ 
of  that,  and  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  revive 
the  question. 

In  short,  Sfud  l£r.  C,  the  queatim  is  rimply 
this: — Our  woollen  manufacturers  find  them- 
selves in  a  paralyzed  condition,  with  a  large 
stock  of  their  manu&ctures  on  hand.  This 
branch  of  industry  is  preosely  in  the  same 
condition  that  we  find,  and  shall  always  find, 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  the  comitry, 
after  a  reaction  of  trade.  It  is  not  only  tibe 
condition  <tf  the  woollm  mannfaotnrer,  and  of 
every  other  branch  of  industry  in  our  ooontiy, 
but  of  every  branch  of  indastir,  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  every  country  of  the  commerrial 
world.  Our  woollen  manufactnrers  have  in- 
creased the  capital  employed  in  their  business 
from  10,  as  they  themaelves  say,  to  50  nilUoaa 
— they  have  speculated  largely  and  unwisely ; 
and  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  find  themselves 
with  en  immense  stock  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures on  their  hands,  which,  under  the  shield 
of  a  monopoly,  under  this  general  prohibitiim 
they  now  ask  for,  they  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  dispose  of  without  loss  to  them,  but  at 
the  expense  of  their  country.  Is  not  every 
branch  of  industry  in  oar  country  in  the  same 
paralyzed  state?  Higkt  not  the  r^resent^ 
tives  of  every  branch  of  indnstrr  make  tha 
same  atatemoit  aa  to  its  proatratea  oonditicn! 
Might  not  the  T^nresentatives  of  the  agricultu- 
ral portion  of  oar  country,  tell  you  that  the 
farmer  has  one,  perhaps  two,  crops  of  wheat 
on  bis  hands  unsold,  and  solidt  our  aid  to 
lieve  him  from  the  losses  arising  from  a  stag- 
nation of  trade  ?  Bui,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  rose  not 
to  engage  generally  in  the  debate.  If  the 
House  ^ould  determine  seriously  to  ccmsidor 
this  qnestion,  witli  a  declining  revennc^  and  at 
this  session,  ho  should  be  prepared  to  vindicate 
the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he  hod 
always  advocated.  He  bopeOf  it'would  not  be 
considered  at  all.  Bat,  at  all  eventa,  he  hoped 
gentionen  would  at  least  idve  the  Hoose  tune 
onoagh  to  understand  a  InU  which  proposed  to 
prohibit  tiie  importation  of  woollens  generally. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  ooimnittefl 
roee  aoowdingly. 


!fouBSDAT,  Jannary  18. 
The  Sedition  Zaw. 
Ur.  HAjouoir,  who  had  yesterday  made  an 
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muDcoessftil  sttempt  to  have  the  raolniUoiui 
cxmsklered  which  ne  had  ofliared  on  tiie  Sd 
Jannai7f  and  who  had  th«i  riven  notice  that 
he  wo;da  call  them  up  again  this  mondn^,  and 
ask  for  the  jeaa  and  nays  on  the  qaestion  of 
consideration,  called  them  np  aeeordiogly.  The 
resolntitms  were  read,  in  the  MUming  words : 

"  Whereaa  a  law  (KHnmoiiIy  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  passed  by  Congress,  in 
1798,  which  in  its  pmicii^es  was  a  violation  of  the 
ConsUtution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  itg  enact* 
ments  an  ioTasion  of  the  liberty  of  the  [nresB :  And, 
whereas  divers  penons  were  indicted,  convicted, 
and  Buffered  in  pecuniary  peoalUes  ondw  this  law — 

^'Be  it  retotvedy  That  it  ia  incompatible  with  the 
character  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  have  its  Treasury  enriched  with  the  fruits  of  a 
Tiotation  of  the  sjarit  and  letter  of  its  constitution. 

"Beii  thtnfore  reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heans  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  to  this 
House,  which  shall  make  ample  provision  for  re- 
funding,  wiUi  lawfiil  interest,  to  all  persons  who  may 
have  suffered  in  peoonlary  penalties  onder  the  said 
law,  of  Jul;  14, 1798,  commonly  called  the  Sedition 
I<aw,  but  entitled  *  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  puoiBbmcnt  of  certMU  crimes  against  the  United 
States,*  the  amounts  which  they  may  have  paid  to 
the  respective  marshals  of  the  district  courts  em- 
powered to  levy  and  receive  tlu  s^d  fines ;  and,  in 
ease  of  the  death,  or  absence  from  the  Uidted  States, 
of  any  of  the  said  parties,  then  to  their  legal  repre- 
sentaUves,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  maj  be 
duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same." 

The  qaestion  on  consideration  was  pnt  hy 
the  Chair,  and  was  de<aded  by  yeas  and  nays, 
7a  to  80. 

So  the  HoQse  reAiaed  now  to  consider  the 
resofaitionB. 

Sufferer*  "by  Fire  at  Alexandria. 

Kr.  KiKXR  moved  the  following  joint  reso- 
Intion,  viz ; 

Setoived,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives, That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars,  be,  and  die  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to 
be  pud  out  of  any  money,  not  otherwise  an>ro|Mia- 
ted,  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  expended,  nnder  ue  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase food,  clothing,  and  other  articles  of  Indispensa- 
ble necessity,  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  suffer- 
ers by  the  destructive  fire  at  Alexandria. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  It  was  known  to  all  the 
Hoose  that  tho  City  of  Alexandria  was  at  this 
moment  burning,  and  that  a  considerable  por* 
tion  of  it  wonld,  from  appearance,  be  con- 
snmed.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  desolation 
he  conid  not  now  know ;  bat  it  was  but  too 
certain  that  there  most  be,  ere  night,  many 
honsele^  and  homeless  families,  whose  sitoa- 
Uoa  required  immediate  relief.  He  had,  ther&- 
fore,  introdnced  the  ies(dntion  with  a  view  to 
meet  tiior  diatressing  ocmditioii  as  speedily  da 
possible. 

Ux.  Dwnm  suggested  to  tiie  honorable 
mover,  whether  it  wonld  not  be  better  to  with- 
draw the  resolution  for  tho  present,  until 
extent  of  the  ii\|ury  ahoold  be  more  fujy  aa- 


[H,  or  B. 

oertalned.  The  Honee,  when  It  was  in  pMse^- 
Bion  of  all  the  fints,  could  better  apporti(Hi 
their  rdlef  to  the  ease. 

Mr.  MmsB  declined  complying  with  the  sag- 
gestion  of  his  Mend  from  Massachusetts,  and 
moved  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WooD^  of  Kew  Tork,  noped  the  gentle* 
man  would  not  press  the  second  readi^,  but 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution.  It 
was  certunly  premature,  and-  the  mode  of 
making  the  appropriation  objectionable. 

The  Chair  su^ested,  that  this  mode  of  ap- 
propriation  was  very  unusual — but  would  orwr 
the  second  reading,  if  the  gentleman  insisted. 

Mr.  Mesxb  pow  consented  that  the  readutioi 
should  lie  on  the  table. 


FniDAT,  January  19. 
Sufferers  at  Alexandria, 

The  joint  resolnticm  of  Mr.  Mnm,  propos- 

ing  to  appropriate  a  snm  of  money,  not  ex- 
ceeding |10,000,  for  the  purchase  of  necesstv- 
ries  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria destituted  by  the  fire  of  yesterday, 
coming  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  MiNXB  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Ibnmxix,  Tennessee,  moved  to  alter 
the  resolution  by  string  out  ten  (thonsand) 
and  inserting  fifteen. 

Tho  Choir  pronomiced  the  motion  not  now 
in  order. 

Mr.  SxBVBiraoN,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired  of 
the  Chair  whether,  should  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District,  they 
would  be  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion; as  he  thought  the  sum  of  $10,000  too 
small,  and  also  thought  the  money  ooght  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor  of  Alex- 
andria, rather  than  the  Freeideat  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  committee 
would  not  1>e  so  restricted,  bnt  might  report  a 
bill  in  such  form  as  they  judged  most  eq>e< 
dient 

Mr.  GAHBBBLEiTa  suggested  the  neeesm^  of 
promptitude  in  whatever  was  done— and  awed 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  at  once  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Choir  decided  that  this  wonld  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District)  aaid,  that  if  tiie  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  they  should  report  s 
bill  in  blank,  leaving  the  sum  to  be  inserted  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  MiNKE  stated  that  he  had  had  a  conver- 
sation with  gentlemen  of  the  House  on  the 
subject,  and  had  proposed  the  present  course  in 
conseqaence  of  that  conversation, 

Mr.  Cambbklbno  said  he  had  jnst  under- 
stood, from  a  member  of  the  C<wamittee  on  the 
District,  that  if  the  mlgeot  was  refiened  to 
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them,  they  were  prepared  to  report  a  bill  this 

day. 

Mr.  BnnoES  said  he  was  as  willing  to  grant 
the  relief  proposed  as  any  gentleman  in  this 
Hall,  and  he  hod  no  doubts  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act.  This  impression,  liowever, 
rested  solely  on  the  fact,  that  the  city  to  be 
relieved  was  within  the  District,  over  which 
Conp-esa  had  exclusive  jurisdiction.  Without 
the  limits  of  that  District,  be  should  not  view 
■uch  a  relief  as  ooustitntional :  and  it  was  for 
this  reason  that  he  was  in  fiivor  of  referring 
the  rwolntton  to  that  committee  of  &e  House 
which  has  peculiar  charge  of  matters  relating 
to  that  District  alone. 

The  qoesUon  of  reference  was  then  pnt  and 
carried. 

Mr.  BcitoBS  then  moved  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Ilouse.  The  motion  was  negatived,  (as  not  be- 
ing necessary.)   And,  Immediately, 

Mr.  Powell,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
District,  reported  the  following  bill : 

**Be  it  maettd,  be.  That  the  sum  of  dollars 

be,  sad  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  mone;  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ajK 
jnopriated,  for  the  relief  of  the  indiKeot  sufferers  by 
the  destructive  fire  in  the  City  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  be  distributed  under  the  di- 
rcclion  of  the  Hnjot  and  Common  Coancil  of  the 
Cttjr  of  Alexandria,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  such 
class  of  sufferers,  and  for  no  other  purpose." 

The  hill  was  read  twice,  and  made  iht  order 
of  the  day  for  this  day. 

After  disposing  of  some  other  business — 

Mr.  Powell  moved  that  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  which  precede  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  be  post- 
poned, aad  that  that  bill  be  now  considered. 

The  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  PonnAT,  of 
ObW}  in  the  chair,  upon  that  bi^. 

Mr.  PowxLL  sent  to  the  Clerlrs  taUe  a  letter 
from  William  Stabler,  an  inhabitant  of  Alexan- 
dria, (for  whose  respectabUity  and  tmth  Mr. 
P.  pledged  himself  to  the  House,)  giving  a  suc- 
cinct statement  of  the  extent  of  Toss  suffered 
from  the  conflagration,  and  the  amount  that 
would  be  required  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of 
those  who  had  lost  their  homes.  This  letter 
stated  the  number  of  houses  destroyed  at  be- 
tween sixty  and  seventy,  and  the  sum  needed 
by  the  indigent  portion  of  the  snfferers,  for 
their  immediate  relief  1^^  food  and  clothing,  at 
$20,000. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  he  had  been  an  eye-witness 
ot  the  awful  desolation,  but  would  not  attempt 
a  description,  to  which  he  felt  inadequate. 
One  thing  was  erident  to  oU  who  knew  the 
drcnmstimces  of  the  ease ;  tiie  loss  had  ftUen 

Erincipally  ufmn  that  dasa  of  persons  whose 
ttle  all  consisted  in  the  implements  of  their 
trades,  and  In  their  personal  industry.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  make  up  to  any 
the  losses  they  hod  sustained,  but  merely  to 
relieve  personal  distresa  and  snffering.  He 
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then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  IhU  with 

$20,000. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buboes  said,  that,  in  order  to  render  it 
evident  to  all,  that  this  appropriation  was  made 
only  because  the  city  distressed  lay  witiiin  the 
District,  he  would  move  to  prefix  to  the  bQI 
the  following  preamble : 

"  Whereas,  by  the  original  proTtdoDs  of  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  cesrion  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  them,  in  Tirtne  ^ere<Hf^ 
this  Congress  is  vested  with  the  sole  and  entire 
le^slative  power  in  and  over  said  IMatrict;  and 
whereas  it  is  competent  to,  and  the  duty  o^  all  sov- 
ereign states,  holding  and  exercising  such  power,  in 
all  cases  of  sudden,  great,  and  unavoidabu  caluB* 
ities,  to  relieve,  by  legislative  acts,  the  people  ■offer- 
ing under  such  calamities;  and  whereas,  on  the 
18th  day  of  January  instant,  a  great  and  extensive 
fire  did  break  out  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  within 
said  District,  and  destroyed  a  great  part  tfaneoC 
thereby  devastating  the  property  of  the  opoleiil, 
consuming  the  means  of  the  less  wealthy,  and  sod' 
denty,  in  this  inclement  season  of  tbejrear,  depriv- 
wg  many  of  shdter  and  subsistence:  llMiefore,  Be 
U  enat^ted,"  Ac 

Jb.  POwxLL  observed  tiiat  it  was^  If  in 
order^  at  least  very  nnnsoal  to  admit  a  pream- 
ble to  any  bill  pained  by  this  Hotise ;  and,  in 
the  present  case,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
it,  because  the  bill  itself  expressly  stated  that 
it  was  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  Alexandria, 
"in  the  District  <rf  Columbia."  These  last 
words  had  been  introdoeed  for  the  very  end 
proposed  by  the  gentleman^s  preamble.  The 
Dill  coold  not,  in  uiis  form,  be  urged  as  a  pre- 
cedent for  grants  out  of  the  District,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  the  motion  for  a  preamUe 
would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  BnsGES  said  he  was  fnlly  satisfied,  not 
only  that  the  House  had  power  nnder  the  con- 
stitution, bat,  that  they  were  in  duty  bonnd  to 
pass  the  bill.  But  he  was  desirous  it  shoold 
appear,  not  merely  that  this  was  done  for  a 
city  *'in  tiie  District  of  Oolombla,"  but  be- 
cause that  city  was  within  the  District,  so  thst 
sufferers  might  not  be  coming  to  this  House  fct 
relief  whenever  any  calamity  happened  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  He  well  knew  it  was  not 
usual  to  introduce  preambles  to  bills ;  but  this 
was  an  unusual  case,  and  it  might  be  proper  to 
mark  it  as  such.  If  the  House  shall  pass  the 
bill,  it  will  have  settled  the  constitutional  qnes* 
tion,  and  it  will  be  proper  that  a  preamble 
shonld  ezplun  the  reason  of  the  act  how- 
ever, in  the  opinion  of  the  friends  w  this 
measure,  the  proposal  of  a  preamble  will  oper- 
ate to  emhairass  the  bill,  he  was  wilUng  to 
withdraw  it. 

Some  dissent  being  expressed,  Jb.  Bmon 
withdrew  his  motion,  ana  the  otnmnitteo  rose 
and  reported  the  bill. 

Kr.  Hksriox,  of  Mune,  s^d,  as  he  intended 
to  occupy  the  floor  but  a  few  minutes,  he  sup- 
posed tiiat,  in  accordance  with  common  prac- 
tice, he  mtiBt  otmsome  a4itUe  time  in  annoone' 
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ing  to  the  Honse^  "  I  do  not  rise  to  make  a 

speech." 

I  oertainlj',  said  he,  have  a  high  respect  for 
the  philantiiropio  motives  on  which  this  bill  is 
fbmided,  and  luve  not  come  to  a  determination 
to  vote  against  it.  My  sympathies  are  strongly 
excited.  But  while  this  bill  was  niu3er  uie 
consideration  of  the  Oommlttee  of  the  Whole, 
which  I  snpposed  to  be  the  usage,  I  thoaght  I 
beheld  the  ngnre  of  a  man,  whom  I  have  never 
seen,  bat  of  whom  I  have  heard  considerable, 
and  said  something — a  suffering  constituent,  by 
the  name  of  Isaac  Pool — ^which  addressed  me, 
in  a  voice  probablj  not  soffloiently  audible  to 
be  heard  by  other  eentlemenf  but  beku;  spedally 
directed  to  me,  I  distinctly  heard  nko.  Wa 
Bpeech  was  as  follows : 

"IwBs,  some  few  years  rfncc,  while  in  the  pursmt 
of  my  ostiAl  avocation,  that  of  a  shii»naster,  captur- 
ed, with  the  vessel  and  erew,  then  under  my  com- 
mand. Apriiecrewwasputonboard.  Afewdays 
afterwards,  I  succeeded  in  recaptorioe  the  vessel,  and 
making  priaoaera  of  the  grates,  aad  brought  them 
into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  and  delivered  them 
to  the  proper  authorities.  I  was  recognized,  in  a 
heavy  sum,  to  appear  aguost  them  aa  a  witness,  and 
kept  under  recognizance  for  two  years,  whereby  I 
was  deprived  of  Uie  privilege  of  pnrsuing  my  usual 
avocation,  tliat  'on  which  I  liVM,*  and  my  fiunlly 
reduced  to  as  great  distress  as  those  for  whose  relief 
tbu  bill  is  intended.  I  applied  to  Congress  for  re- 
lief, but  instead  of  bread  I  received  a  stone.  My 
case  was  admitted  to  be  a  hard  one,  but  it  was  said 
not  to  be  harder  than  others  had  to  submit  to,  and 
that,  to  grant  me  relief,  would  be  '  opening  a  door,* 
and  'establishing  a  dangerous  precedent.'  But  I 
am  unable  to  see  why  it  woidd  tie  opening  a  wider 
door,  or  establishing  a  more  dangerous  precedent, 
to  relieve  distress  incnrred  hj  acts  of  pirates  and 
Oovemmentfl,  than  that  incurred  by  an  act  of  Provi- 
dence. Other  places  are  equally  Uable  to  the  dis- 
treases  of  conOagratioa  as  Alexandria;  and  must  I, 
who,  by  acta  of  piracy  and  the  Qovemment  of  my 
coontry,  have  been,  with  my  &mily,  reduced  to  pen- 
ury and  want,  be  compelled  to  contribute  a  mite  to 
their  relief^  in  every  article  of  comfort  wluoh  I  may 
be  obliged  to  purchase  and  pay  for  by  that  kind  of 
manual  labor  into  which  you  have  arbitrarily  thrown 
me?  If  BO,  let  me  next  time  be  'tried  by  fire.*  Be 
Jost  before  you  are  generous." 

Here  ended  the  speech  of  the  spectre — and 
here  ends  my  speech. 

Hr.  F.  JoHirsoN  said  it  was  always  with  re- 
luctance that  be  rose  to  address  the  House,  and 
more  especially  on  the  present  occasion,  in 
which  was  enlisted  the  best  feetings  and  sym- 
pathies of  the  heart,  in  favor  of  a  sofiering  and 
afflicted  people.  But,  believing,  as  he  did,  that 
Congress  possessed  no  power  to  vote  away  the 
puhho  money,  ezcej)t  for  public  purposes,  he 
felt  himself  constrained  to  oppose  the  bill.  He 
said  he  felt  as  much  for  the  snflferers  as  any 
gentleman  in  the  House,  and  was  as  wilubg  to 
contribute  his  mite  out  of  his  private  fundi  as 
any  other ;  that  tho  bill  proposed  a  mere  gift 
or  gratuity,  and  not  an  ordinary  act  of  legi^a- 
ti(m  in  the  District :  that  the  power  of  Con- 
gresB  to  difflKwe  of  the  pnUio  ronda  was  Ihn- 
You  1X^25 
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ited,  iu  his  estimation ;  that  Congress  had  no 
constitutional  right  to  apply  the  public  money 
bat  to  public  uses,  and  in  consideration  of  pub- 
lic services.  This  was  an  affair  altogether  of 
charity  to  individuals,  upon  neither  of  those 
grounds ;  that  the  citizens  of  every  other  town 
in  the  Union,  who  should  meet  with  a  like 
calamity,  had  precisely  the  same  claims  upon 
the  charity  of  the  House.  He  could  not  vote 
for  tJie  bifi. 

Hr.  Bbeht  said  that  he  regretted  much  to 
find  an  opposition  to  the  passage  of  thb  bill,  aa 
he  hoped  it  would  have  passed  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Joiik- 
soN,)  who  opposes  this  biU  npon  constitutional 
grounds.  I  did  not  expect,  said  Kr  B.,  to  meet 
with  cold  constitntionu  objections  npon  a  sub- 
ject like  the  present,  calculated  to  excite  the 
warmest  and  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart 
This  objection  is  not  tenable.  When  was  it 
ever  contended  before,  that  Congress  had  not 
the  power  embraced  in  this  hmt  Sir,  Uie 
Government  has  often  gone  beyond  the  princ^ 
pies  of  this  bill,  and  we  never  heard  of  consti- 
tutional donbts.  As  far  as  laws  have  estab- 
lished precedents,  we  have  enough  of  them  to 
guide  ua  Hay  I  be  permitted  to  refer  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Johnson)  and  this  House  to  tiie 
acts  extending  relief  to  the  refugees  from  St, 
Domingo,  to  the  sufferers  of  Caraccas  from  an 
earthquake,  to  the  relief  given  to  those  who 
lost  their  property  by  the  earthquake  of  1813, 
at  New  Madrid,  on  tho  Mississippi,  and  to  the 
appropriation  made  last  year,  of  $20,000,  to 
relieve  the  starviug  situation  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians. These  precedents  extend  beyond  the 
principles  embraced  in  this  bill ;  for  they  not 
only  extend  to  the  States  of  this  Confodraacy, 
but  to  foreign  countries.  And  (diall  it  now  be 
triumphant^  said,  that  Congress  cannot  assist  / 
the  unfortunate  of  the  District  of  OolnmbiOi 
over  which  it  alone  has  jurisdiction  t  I  hope 
not.  I  trust  that  this  objection  will  not  arrest 
tho  benevolent  foelings  which  have  prompted 
this  measure,  which  wiU  be  so  ^tifying  to 
our  constituents,  and  that  one  voice  only  will 
be  heard,  and  that  voice  he  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  that  immediate  asdstanoe  will  be  ^ven  to 
the  unfortunate  sufferers. 

Mr.  MoCoT  knew  very  well,  he  said,  that 
precedents  could  be  produced  for  almost  any 
thing.  But  the  House  was  not  governed  by 
them,  however  nnmerons.  It  must  act  accord- 
ing to  its  convi(^ons  of  propriety.  For  him-  ' 
seU^  he  was  sorry  that  he  was  constrained  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  He  feUt,  he  beUeved,  as 
strong  sympathy  with  Oiose  who  had  been  de- 
prived of  their  homes  at  such  a  season,  as  any 
of  those  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  biU. 
The  gentlemen  professed  to  derive  their  au- 
thority from  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  gives  Congress  exclusive  power  of  legis- 
lation over  the  District  of  Columbia ;  but  a 
good  rule  should  work  both  ways.  He  admit- 
ted that  OongresS)  as       L^Ulature  of  the 
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States,  might  tax  the  people  committed  to  their 
care,  for  the  beaeOt  of  sufferers,  if  it  thought 
proper ;  hut  not  that  it  might  tax  the  States 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  this  District.-  He 
could  not  consent  that  Congress  should  make  a 
donation  in  this  District  which  it  would  refuse 
in  aaj  of  the  States.  He  was  aware  that  some 
gentlemen  thon^t  Congress  might  apply  the 
pnblio  money  to  any  olgect  they  Uiought 
proper ;  but  be  was  of  a  very  different  opin- 
ion. He  had  no  doubt  that  the  distress,  in  this 
case,  was  very  great ;  but  he  would  rather  see 
a  snbsariptioii  p^>er  handing  abont  the  House, 
than  hear  gentlemen  advocating  sach  a  bill. 
In  the  one  case,  he  would  go  as  for  as  any,  but 
he  was  opposed  to  disposing  of  the  public 
money  for  such  purposes.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  General  Government  was  ever  estab- 
lished for  such  an  end,  and  if  it  began,  there 
was  no  limit  to  the  demands  that  might  be 
made  upon  its  charity.  As  to  the  amount  of 
the  appropriation,  he  had  no  olgections.  He 
thoognt  the  snm  as  small  as  could,  with  any 
propriety,  he  ^veo.  But  to  the  principle  he 
oineoted  altogether. 

Mr.  Newton  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
act  ^ropriating  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
of  Caraccas,  in  South  America,  when  suffering 
from  earthquakes  and  consequent  &mine.  The 
act  of  1812  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Stbvbitson,  of  Yirginia,  rose  to  address 
the  House.  He  had  never  been  called  upon  to 
discharge  a  public  duty,  in  which  his  judgment 
and  fedings  were  more  directly  opposed,  than 
in  the  present  instance.  Ko  man  upon  that 
fioor  sympathized  more  rincerely  and  more 
deeply  in  the  reoent  oalamity  which  had  over- 
spread a  portion  d  the  Dif^et^  than  he  did, 
and  no  one  wonld  more  willingly  contribote  as 
an  individual  to  give  relief  and  snccor  to  the 
unhappy  sufferers  over  whom  desolation  had 
q>r«Btd  its  ravages.  The  measure  of  this  reliei^ 
UB  said,  would  DO  only  limited  by  his  ability  to 
give.  He  would  pour  out  freely  his  individual 
rands,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  heal  the  broken 
hearty  and  administer  consolation  to  these  un- 
happy sufferers.  But  he  had  other  and  higher 
duties  to  perform,  than  the  indulgence  of  his 
sympathies.  He  could  not,  as  a  Bcpresenta- 
tive  upon  this  floor,  permit  his  judgment  to 
yield  to  his  sympathies,  and  himself  to  be  hur- 
ried a  gust  of  generous  and  noble  feeling 
into  the  exercise  of  a  dangerous  and  unconsti- 
tutional power.  The  power,  Mr.  8.  said, 
which  most  be  sustained  by  the  House  before 
tiiis  bill  could  pass,  was,  in  his  view,  one  of 
gigantic  and  alarming  extent,  and  might  be 
hereafter  resorted  to  as  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. It  went  to  the  extent  of  unlimited 
sovereignty  in  the  General  Government  over 
the  'District  of  Columbia,  and  to  the  right  of 
appropriating  the  national  fbnds,  for  any  and 
every  purpose,  unrestrained  and  unlimited  but 
hy  the  discretion  of  Congress.  These  powers 
'he  oonid  never  admit,  He  was  forced,  there- 


fore, to  re^st  them,  upon  this  occasion,  or  to 
renounce,  forever,  all  those  principles  and  opin- 
ions which  he  hod  heretofore  cheri^ed  and 
held  sacred,  and  upon  which  he  had  hereto- 
fore acted.  Thus  situated,  he  had  no  chtHCe  to 
make,  and,  painful  as  it  was,  he  must  vote 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cabboh-  said,  that,  under  the  state  of 
feelinff  in  which  he  now  wa&  he  fbnnd  it  im- 
pcMuhle  to  remaia  silent.  If  he  had  not  re- 
paired to  the  scene  of  distress,  and  witnessed  it 
with  his  own  eyes,  he  might  perhaps  have  been 
in  a  situation  coldly  to  reflect  on  his  constitti- 
tional  duty ;  hut,  as  it  was,  he  felt  equally  un- 
able and  indisposed  to  go  into  any  nice  discus- 
sions on  that  subject.  He  was  not  a  lawyer, 
and  his  opinions,  if  ever  so  decided,  were  not 
to  be  relied  on  where  nice  legal  distinctions 
were  involved.  But  he  felt,  whether  from 
sympathy  or  some  other  cause,  strongly  im- 

n"ed  to  vote  in  favor  of  tiiis  bill,  when  he 
last  nieht  returned  from  the  smokiug  ruins 
of  Alexandria,  and  had  laid  him  down  at  night 
UTHm  his  bed,  he  could  not  bat  reflect  on  the 
situation  of  many  of  his  fellow-beings,  who 
had  the  night  before  slept  in  security,  and  this 
night  had  not  where  to  lay  their  heads,  who 
had  that  very  morning  risen  in  comfortable, 
perhaps  affluent  circumstances,  and  at  night 
found  themselves  without  a  dollar  in  the  world. 
He  had  seen  beautiful  edifices,  equal,  some  of 
them,  to  almost  any  in  this  metropolis,  tum- 
bling into  ruins :  he  had  seen  delicate  females, 
as  well  bred,  and  as  well  dressed,  as  were  any- 
where to  be  found,  throwing  themselves  into 
the  ranks,  and  handing  water  till  their  hands 
were  stiffened  with  ice,  and  their  limbs  with 
the  cold,  and  who  refused  to  retire  from  thcdr 
post,  thou^  repeatedly  urged  to  do  so.  After 
witnes^ng  a  scene  of  simbring  and  distress 
like  this,  he  was  unable  to  refuse  his  assent  to 
the  bill.  He  had  listened  with  attention  to  the 
ol^ections  ui^ged.  If  inclined  to  pin  his  faith 
on  the  sleeve  of  any  man,  he  would  choose  the 
gentleman  from  vir^ia,  on  his  right  Qir. 
Stevenson) — hut  he  could  not  in  this  instance 
coincide  with  him  in  sentiment.  He  had  asked 
for  a  distinction  between  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  other  territories  nnder  the  control 
of  the  General  Government.  Ifr.  0.  would 
answer  the  inquiry  by  observing,  that  all  the 
teritories  had  delegates  to  represenf  their  wish- 
es, and  to  take  ch^e  of  their  interests  on  this 
floor ;  but  the  peofue  of  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia had  none  to  represent  them  but  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  at  large.  The  latto:, 
therefore,  had  the  strongest  claim  upon  the 
care  and  liberality  of  the  House.  Alexandria, 
that  was  in  this  case  the  sufferer,  had  already 
lost  much  by  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitunon.  She  had  lost  her  wealth  and  her 
commercial  standing.  Under  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, this  city  had  spmng  up  by  her  dde^ 
as  a  powerful  and  successful  rival.  She  was 
already  sinking,  when  the  fire  of  yesterday  had 
given  almost  a  death-blow.  In  such  circora- 
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stances,  could  the  House  think  of  refdsing  to 
the  wretched  Bufferera  sadi  a  snm  as  twenty 
thousand  dollars?  a  sum  scarce  safficieut  to 
purchase  beds  for  all  who  were  without  anr. 

l£r.  Akohbb  would  obtrude  for  a  Terr  shwt 
liine  on  the  attention  of  the  Eoase.  Ho  hod 
been  not  nnwilling,  conceding  to  the  rapid 
progress  desired  for  it  hy  its  friends,  to  have 
given  a  silent  vote  on  the  bilL  This  th.e  course 
of  the  debate,  however,  had  now  rendered  im- 
possible. He  should  vote  for  the  bill — ^yield  it 
nis  cordial  support — ^but  not  on  the  grounds 
wfaidi  had  been  stated,  and  especially  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  BnE^tT.)  If 
uiDse  were  to  be  considered  as  the  real  grounds 
of  its  Tindicadon,  his  reprobation  of  the  meas- 
ure would  be  infinitely  more  cordial  than  his 
mpport;  as  the  du^  he  owed  to  the  constitu- 
UoD,  superseded  any  claim,  however  impersr 
tive,  which  could  be  founded  on  the  office  of 
humanity.  He  owed  it,  therefore,  to  his  polit- 
ical principles,  and  to  his  personal  consistency, 
to  explain  the  real  grounds  on  which  his  sup- 
port was  rendered.  That  this  Government 
possessed  anthority  to  appropriate  the  resources 
of  the  Union  at  discretion,  he  utterly  denied. 
He  protested  against  it  as  a  doctrine  which  in- 
volved in  its  pudn  results  the  sbsolnte  sabver- 
rion  of  aU  the  limitations  of  the  constitution, 
tnth  aannrestilcted  anthority  as  respected  the 
application  of  money,  the  idea  of  drctmiscrip- 
tion  to  the  olfjeets  aM  scope  of  ^is  anthority, 
iras  illosory  and  nnU.  There  might  be  limita- 
tions OS  respected  the  amount,  but  not  the 
sphere.  Thfe  would  spread  everywhere — ^be 
as  illimitable  as  the  wind.  This  Government 
had  not  control  over  all  objects  which  the  State 
Governments  controlled.  This  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  very  nature  and  name  of  a 
Federative  system,  which  was  set  np  for  par- 
ticular specific  purposes  only,  as  every  one  ac- 
knowledged. These  purposes,  it  might  be  said, 
were  not  susceptible  of  accurate  and  unques- 
tioned asoertunment  Admit  this  to  be  so,  yet 
tlierQ  were  lines  which  it  was  imposrible^  with- 
out a  gross  abnse  of  reason  and  deviation  from 
conduct,  to  transcend.  Functions  could 
not  be  infcnred  as  appropriated  to  the  specific 
authority,  which  the  State  and  constituent  au- 
thorities were  competent,  without  question,  to 
dlschai^  vith  equal  or  greater  facility  and  ad- 
vantage for  themselves.  This  would  be  out- 
raging an  acknowledged  principle  in  relation  to 
individuals  and  political  depositories.  Govern- 
ments were  more  jealous  of  their  authority 
than  individuals.  Ihe  State  Governments  did 
not  require  an  au^dliary ;  there  was  not  a  new 
and  further  authority,  a  twenty-fifth  govern- 
ment, to  exercise  the  function  of  disbursement 
of  the  public  money.  This,  rarely,  the  State 
Governments  were  competent  to  do  for  them- 
selves, and  the  fimction  was  not,  therefore,  to 
be  eonndered  oa  transferred  f^erally,  for  all 
pnrposes,  without  reserve,  without  restraint 
This  was  no  condnrion  of  metaphysical  subtle- 
ty, bnt  of  comrnxm  understanding.  As  to  the 


[H.  w  B. 

precedent  which  had  been  mentioned,  how  was 
precedent  to  operate  on  a  question  of  constitu- 
tion 1  Its  operation  was  on  opinion  and  judg- 
ment, not  principle  and  conscience.  Ko  mai^a 
opinion  could  bind  another's  principles.  Pre- 
cedents operated  in  judicial  tribunals  because 
the  object  of  this  judication  was  to  obtmn  uni- 
formity of  decision.  In  a  legislative  jurisdic- 
tion, they  had  no  binding  operation,  because  the 
purpose  in  these  was  not  so  much  to  fix  as  to 
vary  decision,  till  it  was  supposed  to  have  at- 
tained correctness,  and  even  to  conform  to  the 
perpetual  fluctuations  of  opimon.  Precedents, 
then,  in  these  jurisdictions,  were  nothing  as 
rerarded  their  anthority.  The  precedents  re- 
lied on  in  the  present  instanoe,  wonld  be  of  no 
force  even  in  courts :  for  the  point  whidi  was 
now  presented  had  not,  as  Mr.  H.  believed, 
been  made ;  and  it  was  the  rule  of  courts,  in 
this  respect,  that  the  question  in  dispute  must 
have  been  agitated,  to  give  to  the  decision  the 
character  of  precMent.  The  argument  from 
precedent  proved  nothing,  therefore,  in  this 
case,  if  it  could  do  so  in  any  of  the  same  kind. 
The  right  to  give  the  money  which  was  now 
asked  from  our  humanity,  was  not  dependent, 
Hr.  A.  said,  on  futy  such  unwarranted  doctrine 
as  this  he  had  been  examining.  If  it  were,  he 
would  be  behind  no  man  in  renonncing  and  in 
denouncing,  instead  of  acceding  to  it.  We  had 
no  power  to  bestow  the  money  of  the  Union, 
on  all  objects  and  occasions,  at  our  discretion, 
however  strong  the  appeal  these  objects  and 
occasions  might  address  to  ns.  We  could  only 
bestow  this  money  for  the  dearly  defined  ob- 
jecta  of  the  Union.  It  was  not  that  the  pre- 
servation and  good  order  and  prosperity  of  this 
District,  as  of  the  territories  or  other  places  in 
which  Congress  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
was  one  of  the  clearly  defined  objects  of  the 
Union,  committed  to  the  Government,  in  the 
dne  advancement  of  which  its  interest  was  nn- 
questioned— even  this  ground  was  not  essmtial 
to  vindicate  the  ^[nropriation  whidi  was  now 
proposed.  Bat  we  were  a  L^datore  for  the 
District  as  wdl  as  for  the  Union.  Onr  larger 
fonctions  did  not  exclude  and  swallow  np,  and 
annihilate  the  less.  If  it  were  a  paramount,  it 
was  not  on  absorbing  function.  But,  as  the 
Legislature  of  the  District,  onr  power  to  sus- 
tain and  to  burthen  must  be  correlative.  We 
might  tax  without  any  other  limit  than  discre- 
tion. We  had  a  power  not  only  as  large,  but 
larger,  and  though  not  unbounded,  yet  less 
bounded,  than  that  of  any  State  Government 
within  its  limits.  Could  our  power  be  of  this 
character,  to  take  tiie  money  of  tiie  ^ple  of 
the  District,  and  yet  the  power  be  denied  us  to 
return  to  them  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  it, 
to  advance  them  in  prosperity— to  snstoin  them 
in  affliction  t  What  sort  of  a  mockery  was  it 
to  talk  of  a  Government  without  such  a  reci- 
procity of  power,  and  that,  too,  in  the  heart  and 
bosom  of  a  commnnity  of  freemen  ?  Kobody 
denied  our  power  to  tax ;  nor  that  we  did  tax 
the  IMstrict  in  predsely  the  same  way  in  which 
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we  did  ev«y  other  portion  of  the  country— «11 
-OTir  taxation  might  be  said  to  be  derivedfrom 
indirect  sources  at  present  A  friend  near  him, 
Hr.  A.  said,  suggested  tliat  the  direct  tax  had 
operated  here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  "Was  this 
'  power  to  tax,  a  mere  office  of  spoliation, 
withont  a  faculty  to  expend  the  fruits  on  the 
subjects  of  it  ?  It  was  not  the  money  of  the 
"Union,  but  their  own  money,  which  he  olwmed 
the  right  to  expend  on  their  occasions  or  neces- 
sities. If  we  had  not  this  power  in  relation  to 
them,  who  had  ?  "Were  they  an  outlawed  race, 
^sfranchised  oi  all  beneficial  ezerdse  of  politi- 
es! authority — accessible  to  its  burthens — ^pre- 
cluded from  any  sostaining  Tintation  of  its  in- 
fluence! This  could  not  be  in  reason,  any 
more  than  justice  or  humanity. 

The  case,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  one  addresrang 
the  strongest  appeal  to  sympathy  and  feeling. 
It  addressed,  however,  yet  a  stronger  prindple 
— ^the  obligation  to  extend  protecting  care  to 
those  who  were  committed  to  our  control  by 
,  the  constitutioQ.  The  concession  we  were 
asked  to  make,  so  from  violating  any  con- 
Btitutional  or  other  principle,  would  be  made 
not  to  sympathy,  but  duty. 

Mr.  Btorbs  sud,  that  the  question  which  had 
been  well  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  AsonxR,)  inro^ed  an  ansv'er  to  all 
ue  arguments  which  had  been  offered  against 
the  bill.  "Where  is  the  supreme  legislative 
power  over  this  territory  of  tea  miles  square 
vested — and  in  whom  f  He  hoped  that  scone 
one  of  those  who  opposed  the  measure  would 
answer  this  question  distinctly  and  fully :  for, 
to  deny  that  this  general  power  is  vested  in 
GoDcress,  either  assumes  or  must  lead  to  the 
conclusion,  that,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
there  is  no  civil  government  at  all.  "tlntO  this 
question  is  satisfactorily  answered,  there  seem^ 
to  him  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  he  considered  the 
doubt  which  had  been  started,  to  have  been 
settled  too  long,  and  on  too  many  occasions,  to 
admit  of  qnesuon  at  tUa  d»-.  we  have  incor- 
porated in  this  IHstrict  a  host  banks,  and 
yet  no  very  loud  alarm  was  sounded  on  the 
creation  of  these  incorporations;  or,  if  any 
tme  bad  then  donbted  our  rifj^t  to  create  them, 
tiie  question  has  been  ^ven  np  long  ago.  He 
begged  leave  to  ask  under  wnicb  of  uie  enu- 
merated powers,  and  which  of  them  was  pro- 
posed to  DC  carried  into  effect  by  these  meas- 
ures f  But  this  is  a  mere  fragment  of  what 
has  been  done.  Congress  have  created  incor- 
porations for  bridges,  and  imposed  tolls  for  the 
benefit  of  private  companies.  They  have  au- 
thorized canals,  and  imposed  tolls  on  the  navi- 
gation of  them ;  and,  on  numerous  sutgects  of 
strictly  internal  and  domestio  regulation,  have 
vnifbrmly  exercised  all  the  powers  of  a  local 
Legislature  for  all  municipal  purposes,  and  con- 
tinue this  lenslation  at  everr  s^^n,  without 
question  of  its  constitutionality.  These  bills, 
exacting  tolls  and  taxes  at  these  canals  and 
bridges,  received  the  sanction  of  the  Executive 
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at  diflTerent  ^es,  and  from  »om&  of  vhom  we 
might  have  had  reason  to  expect  an  objection, 
if  a  serious  or  plausible  doubt  could  have  been 
supported  against  them.  The  bill  fw  estab- 
lis^mg  tolls  On  the  Cumberland  road,  within 
the  boundaries  of  some  of  the  States,  was  met 
quite  promptly  with  an  Executive  veto,  but  he 
did  not  recollect  that  the  constitution  or  rights 
of  the  States  hod  ever  been  considered  to  be 
la  any  danger  from  the  numberless  acts  of  a 
municipal  character,  adopted  in  oar  legislation 
over  this  District.  The  eonstitntion  has  so  un- 
equivocally andplalnly  expressed  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  Congress  over  it,  that  the  T«ty 
letter  of  it  scarcely  admittedj  in  his  opinion,  m 
a  qnestlon.  As  to  the  exercise  of  political  au- 
thority over  the  States,  our  powers  were  enu- 
merated and  specific ;  but,  when  the  constitu- 
tion speaks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  it 
grants  to  Congress  the  power  of  exdnava 
legislation  in  all  cases  whatever.  There  is  no 
limitation  or  restriction.  "We  are  the  L^ie^i- 
tare  of  the  States  in  the  powm  enumerated  as 
to  them;  bat  as  to  this  District,  we  are  the 
supreme  legislative  power.  The  very  phrase, 
"  the  power  to  legislate  in  all  cases  whatever," 
is  the  precise  definition  itself  of  the  supreme 
political  power  of  a  State.  Our  power  here  is 
absolute,  unoontrollable,  and  unrestricted.  It 
is,  indeed,  exerdsed  mcn«  broadly  tiian  the 
States  themselves  have  done  over  Uitar  own 
people.  "We  have  even  taxed  this  District 
without  its  consent,  and  withont  even  the  form 
of  representaticoi.  "We  are  soverdgn  here  for 
all  purposes,  and  have  the  same  discreticoi  that 
the  State  Legulatores  may  exercise  in  their  own 
Oovemments.  An  idea  had  been  started  in 
the  debate,  which  he  thought  had  misled  the 
opponents  of  the  bill.  It  was  asked,  if  ye 
could  take  the  money  collected  from  the  peo- 
ple, or  belonging  to  uie  United  States,  and  ex- 
pend it  in  wis  District  t  It  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  to  say,  that  the  pnl^  IVeasDiy 
receives  from  this  IMstrict,  through  the  custom 
house  at  Alexan^ia,  a  share  of  ue  pablie  rev- 
enue, and  it  might  be  as  conduriTe  an  answer 
as  the  argument  itself  assumes,  to  ask.  In  re- 
ply, if  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  money 
collected  here,  and  expend  it  anywhere  else! 
The  truth  is,  that  the  receipts  of  the  Treasury 
is  the  revenne  of  the  Government,  not  in  ita 
character  of  a  legislative  power  as  to  the 
States,  or  the  enumerated  powers,  but  as  the 
Legislature  also  of  tiiis  District  The  dif- 
ference of  the  extent  of  its  powers  over  the 
one  or  the  other  creates  no  distinct  character 
in  its  revenues.  We  hold  no  share  of  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  as  the  money  of  the 
States,  and  another  in  our  character  as  tiie 
L^^tnre  of  this  District  It  la  th«  oooianoD 
ftmd  of  the  Gorenunent,  no  mattw  from 
whence  it  came.  He  had  never  thonght  tiiat, 
in  the  exercise  <tf  any  power  whatever, 
any  public  object,  we  were  to  look  first  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  from  whence  our  reve- 
nue eoDus,  before  we  Tantnre  to  di^oae  of  it 
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It  is  not  received  to  be  paid  back  again  to  the 
very  persons  or  States  who  contribute  it.  He 
had  heard  that  we  had  the  power  to  make 
roods  and  canals  in  the  territories,  becanse 
the  pnblio  lands  in  those  territories  belonged  to 
the  United  States,  and  paid  a  revenne  when 
sold,  bat  he  was  not  a  believer  in  this  doctrine, 
thoogh  he  had  no  donbt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  oonstmct  roads  or  canals  in  its  owq 
territories,  if  it  was  thought  best  to  do  so.  He 
cooudered  the  grant  of  this  fund,  now  pro- 
posed to  he  ^ven  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
at  Alexandna,  as  a  question  of  mere  discretion, 
and  as  completdj  within  the  coostttatiooal 
power  Coiu;res8  as  the  right  of  the  Legidar* 
tare  of  one  of  the  States  in  respect  to  one  of 
ite  own  cities ;  and  was  unwiUing  to  protract 
the  hoar  their  relief  by  prolonging  the  de- 
bate. He  did  not  think  that  the  question  had 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  power  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  in  the  States, 
either  under  the  power  of  appropriation,  from 
whence  some  had  derived  it,  or  as  incident  to 
any  of  the  powers  enumerated  in  the  constitu- 
tion. Tbat  question  must  be  settled,  if  it  is 
not  already  so,  on  grounds  alt<^ther  distinct 
from  those  which  support  this  buL 

Hr.  OAKBBBtBNa  slud  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  prolong  the  debate.  He  was  too  sensi- 
ble that  he  owed  on  apology  to  the  spirit  of 
hnmani^,  for  every  wordHiie  uttered:  for, 
while  the  debate  was  progressing,  those  for 
whom  the  charity  was  des^ned,  were  perish- 
iiuf.  He  r^pected  the  scruples  of  gentlemen 
irno  entertained  constitutional  doubts — ^he,  also, 
was  annous  to  act  upon  constitutional  princi- 
ples—but this  was  not  the  time,  nor  the  occa- 
idon,  to  fight  the  batties  of  the  constitution. 
Even  if  he  doubted,  he  would  at  once  cast  his 
doabts  aside,  and  extend  relief  to  his  sufiering 
fellow-citizens.  He  confessed  he  was.  in  this 
h^anoe,  actuated  by  an  impulse,  snch  as  he 
should  feel  on  seeing  a  fellow-creature  about 
to  perish  amidst  the  waves — ^he  should  plunge 
in  to  save  Mm,  regardless  of  the  consequences. 
Upon  a  proper  ocouion,  he  should  be  ready  to 
daend  the  constitution.  'Whenever  it  is  at- 
tacked— whenever  a  dangerons  enemy  appears, 
then  would  the  gentleman  from  Yimma,  (Mr. 
Stbvxksox,)  and  himself,  be  found  side  by  side, 
defending  the  principles  of  the  constitution; 
bat  this  was  not  such  an  occasion.  What  were 
the  oircunistances  ?  In  the  coldest  winter  we 
have  seen  for  many  years — in  the  coldest  night 
we  almost  ever  felt,  part  of  a  town  within 
sight  of  us,  and  within  our  own  jurisdiction, 
is  laid  desolate,  and  in  ashes ;  and  our  fellow- 
citizens,  houseless  and  destitute,  ask  us  for  re- 
lief ;  it  was  not  a  time  to  stop  to  examine  onr 
eonstitatiobal  donbts.  He  trusted  that  the  cit- 
adel (tf  the  oonstitndon  would  never  be  as- 
smlted ;  bat,  if  it  ever  shoold,  God  grant,  said 
ICr.  C  it  may  never  be  snrrendered  to  an  ene- 
my more  fonnidaUe  or  dangerons  than  charity. 
Bat,  ia  this  case,  it  Is  not  endangered — we 
luTd  the  power— we  are  protected  by  the 
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shield  of  the  constitution— let  as  march  prompt- 
ly to  save  oar  countrymen,  who  are  at  tms 
momentperishing  from  cold  and  from  want. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  reiUly  thought 
the  question  free  from  all  difficulty,  in  relation 
to  the  constitutional'  power  of  the  House  to 
pass  the  proposed  appropriation. 

The  anthority  of  "exclusive  legislation," 
given  by  the  constitution  to  Confess  within 
the  "ten  miles  square,"  could  fairly  embrace 
all  the  exercise  of  power  necessary  for  the 
measure.  This  power  of  "exclusive  le^Ia- 
tion"  was  given  without  an  enumeration  of 
any  branches  of  authority  in  the  grant,  whidi 
were  intended  to  be  excepted,  and  it  was  oer* 
tainly  deuj^ied  that  Oongress  should  exercise 
sach  mnnidpal  functions  as  belonged  to  the  so- 
cial condition  of  Uie  people  over  whom  exclu- , 
sive  legislation  was  to  he  exerted.  It  was  by 
virtue  of  this,  that  we  Imd  out  streets,  con- 
structed highways,  and  appropriated  money  for 
pavements,  within  the  City  of  Washington: 
and,  if  all  these  things  could  be  done  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  they  can,  with  equal 
authority,  be  done  in  Alexandria,  which  is 
within  the  ten  miles  s(jnare.  Is  not  relief  in 
cases  of  snch  a  distressing  calamity  as  the  one 
we  have  witnessed^  an  exercise  of  authority 
belonging  to  the  ordinary  municipal  functions  t 
And  if  we  can  go  into  the  street  and  construct 
pavements  within  the  District^  for  the  con- 
venience of  its  community,  can  we  not  ezer- 
cise  the  same  power  of  appropriation  to  eab- 
serve  a  more  eminent  convenience,  if  not  oa 
absolute  necessity  ? 

He  respected  the  pid-riotic  feelings  and  en- 
lightened opinions  of  his  friends  from  Virginia 
on  most  of  the  subjects  of  constitutional  power 
which  they  discussed  in  that  House;  but  he 
r^retted  tiiat  tiiey  had -retarded  the  prc^esa 
of  a  measure  to  which  he  did  not  think  their 
doctrines  ^plied.  With  them  he  was  prepared 
to  put  a  negative  on  the  unlimited  power  <tf 
appropriating  money  on  the  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  as  he  conceived  this  one  of 
the  largest  atretohes  of  anthivity  that  eould  be- 
assumed.  To  ^ve  to  nsxj  Government  the 
power  to  spend  money  without  restriction,  waa 
to  give  them  the  power  to  do  what  they 
pleased;  it  was  the  great  lever,  fihysical  and. 
moral,  by  which,  in  civilized  societyj  almost 
any  thing  could  be  moved.  Kor  was  it  an  an- 
swer to  this  to  say  that  it  was  harmless,  if  th« 
whole  power  was  exhausted  by  the  mere  act  of 
appropriation,  and  if  Congress  assumed  no  sub- 
ordinate power  consequent  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  money.  It  ought  in  reply  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  act  of  appropriation  may  in 
itself  carry  with  it  all  the  consequences  of 
power  in  the  effect  to  be  accomplished,  which 
would  render  snhsequent  legation  a  mere 
matter  of  regulation  as  to  the  modification  of 
that  large  mass  of  power  which  the  approprii^. 
tion  of  the  public  money  had  already  created.  \ 

With  these  views,  he  had  always  considered 
the  ax^uments  of  Mr.  Monroe,  (as  hij^ily  as  he 
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respected  the  opinions  of  Hob  venersble  pa- 
triot,) as  more  open  to  objection  than  many  of 
the  sources  from  which  the  anthority  to  con- 
struct works  of  internal  improToment  had  been 
derived.  With  this  sentiment  it  was  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  Bay  that  he  wncurred  with 
his  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Stevenson',)  that 
the  charitable  donations  to  the  people  of  Ga- 
raccas,  after  the  memorable  earthquake  which 
hod  desolated  their  country,  and  to  the  refu- 
gees from  San  Domingo,  were  appropriations 
made  without  constitutional  power;  and  are 
therefore  not  precedents  entitled  to  author- 
ity. Bat  it  will  be  recollected  that  we 
were  not  empowered  to  exercise  "exclusive 
le^^tion  "  oyer  the  territory  of  Caroccas,  or 
over  tlie  inhabitants  of  San  Domingo;  that  the 
conservation  of  the  peace,  aat^,  and  well- 
being  of  those  communiUes  were  not  confided 
to  our  care.  In  one  wordj  sir,  it  seems  to  me 
susceptible  of  demonstration,  that  the  power 
of  appropriating  the  public  money,  within  this 
District,  for  this  District  is  an  inseparable  in- 
ddent  "  to  exclusive  leriBlation  "  over  it. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  limita- 
tions to  the  exercise  of  this  power  within  the 
District  of  Columbia!  which  brought  him  to  a 
point  in  the  argument  where  he  would  notice  a 
most  unwarrantable  assumption  of  authority, 
whidi  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Btobbs)  baa  set  np  for  Congress  within  the 
ten  miles  square.  If  he  understood  that  gen- 
tleman, ho  had  sMd,  that  "exclusive  legisla- 
tion "  implied  the  absolute  and  nncontrollable 
power  of  Congress  to  do  in  the  District  what- 
ever in  its  sovereign  power  it  might  think 
proper  to  do.  That  it  was  a  grant  of  author- 
ity without  any  limitation  whatsoever,  either 
express  or  implied.  Sir,  this  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous doctrine  that  can  be  avowed ;  it  justifies 
the  power  to  erect  an  absolute  de^otism  here, 
if  the  great  securities  of  the  constitution  are 
merged  in  the  power  of  "exoltuive  legisla- 
tion?' From  that  gentleman's  argoment,  it 
would  follow,  that  Congress  could  snqmid  the 
writ  of  habeat  eorpu$  in  their  dlsoretion,  in  time 
of  peao>,  or  do  any  act  unlimited  dominion, 
here  to  operate.    And  that  the  "ten  miles 

Suare  "  could  be  made  the  arena  of  any  mis- 
ievous  or  arbitrary  experiments  in  I^^^tion, 
that  might  suit  our  caprice. 

Widely  different  is  my  view  of  the  power 
which  Congress  exercises  within  the  District. 
"  Exclusive  legislation  "  implies  nothing  more 
than  the  absence  of  State  legislation,  which 
followed  from  the  fact  of  the  cession  of  the 
territory  of  Vii^nia  and  Maryland ;  but  that 
tlds  cession  was  taken,  not  only  with  all  the 
securities  to  the  people  of  the  District,  which 
the  Constitution  <k  the  United  States  gives  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  but  that  all 
the  rights  and  tmmunittea  of  ^/ropertfffVihaUo- 
ever,  which  they  had  a»  eitueru  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland^  are  preserved  to  them  inviolate 
on  their  part.  That  the  cession  was  made  to, 
sod  token  by,  the  United  States,  la  to 
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all  the  pre-existing  rights  of  property;  ai^ 
anj  other  view  would  sustain  the  posititm,  fliat 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Yirgmia  had  the 
p|Ower,  by  a  transfer  of  a  part  of  tiieir  popnlar 
tion,  to  a  new  Government,  to  deprive  uiem  <tf 
any  one  of  the  cardinal  rights  which  they  pos- 
sessed before,  as  dtizena  m  Vii^ia  and  Jut- 
land. 

This  appropriation  interferes  with  ntme  <rf 
these  riglits ;  it  is  an  ordinary  function  of  mu- 
nicipal power,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it,  because  it 
is  to  be  exercised  in  a  manner  that  meets  the 
best  feelings  of  my  own  heart. 

Mr.  Campbell  having  no  scruples  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Bouse  to  pass  the  bilL  thoi^t  it 
his  duty  tO  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  tiie  dis- 
tressed sufiTerers  whom  it  was  intended  to  re- 
lieve. Mr.  C,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  ui^ed  the  constitutional  objection,  quoted 
the  con^tutlon  in  that  danse  which  gives  to 
Congress  exclusive  power  of  legislation  for  the 
District.  And  he  tiien  inquired,  whether,  un- 
der this  clause,  it  would  not  be  competent  to 
the  House  to  enact  a  system  of  poor  laws  for 
the  District?  And,  if  it  was,  whether  flia 
House  could  not,  with  equal  propriety,  make 
such  appropriations  as  the  system  might  render 
necessary  t  He  thought  it  was  a  natural  and 
necessary  consequenoe :  and  if  it  migjit  appro- 
priate for  the  poor  of  the  District  at  lu^ 
why  not  for  those  suddenly  made  poor  by  an 
act  of  Providence  ?  He  was  astoni^ed  ttt  the 
attempt  to  establish  a  distinction  between  the 
right  to  appropriate  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  for  tne  Union.  He  could  see  none. 
Did  gentiemen  propose  that  there  should  be  a 
separate  Treasury  to  receive  the  collection 
made  at  the  custom  house  in  Alexandria,  from 
that  which  received  those  at  all  other  ports, 
and  from  which  alone  separate  appropriations 
were  to  be  made  for  the  District  ?  When  any 
calamity  happened,  to  relieve  which,  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
are  inadequate,  it  constituted  a  case  whi(^ 
called  loudly  fbr  the  interposildon  of  Congress. 
He  considered  the  present  as  BDch  a  oase^  ai^ 
should  cheerfully  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  Tork,  thought  there  was 
no  constitutional  question  invcdved  In  the  case.. 
He  was  one  who  had  ^ways  held,  with  his 
friends  from  Virginia,  to  the  strict  interpreta- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  who  admitted 
with  caution  any  thing  like  constructive  potr- 
ers  in  the  General  Government;  but  this  he 
held  to  be  no  such  case  as  called  up  that  ques- 
tion. He  thought  the  position  taken  by  his 
coUeague,  (Mr.  Stosbs,)  was  not  fairly  exposed 
to  the  construction  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton.)  When  his 
colleague  maintained  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  sbscdttto  within  the  IMstrlct  of  Co- 
lumbia, he  meanly  of  course,  that  it  was  abso- 
lute within  the  limits  uf  the  constitution,  and 
no  further.  The  same  allegiance  which  the 
inhabitants  bad  owed  to  their  State  Legiala- 
tnres,  was  by  the  oeaedon  d  turitQiy  trana- 
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fored  to  the  Creneral  OoTemment,  and  that 
Government  was  absolute  over  them,  to  the 
same  extent  as  their  own  Legislatures  would 
have  been.  Every  nation,  Ur,  W.  said,  was. 
bound  to  support  its  own  poor.  This  obliga- 
tion, which  was  universal  throughout  the 
world,  was  also  universal  in  each  nation,  so  far 
as  the  entire  mass  of  its  poor  woe  concerned ; 
and  was  only  broken  down  and  divided  among 
sobordinate  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  sake  m 
greater  conTenience  in  administering  the  sop- 
port — the  principle  was  not  changeu,  nor  the 
lOTCQ  of  the  obligation  at  all  weakened.  It-  was 
always  binding,  as  a  duty  of  haraacity.  When 
a  providential  act  was  sudden  and  calamitous 
beyond  the  ordinary  power  of  the  District  to 
meet  and  provide  for  it,  Congress  must  do  it, 
and  had  the  clear  right  to  do  so.  Does  it  not 
build  prisons  and  hospitals  for  the  District,  be- 
cause the  means  of  the  population  are  inade- 
quate to  these  works?  They  are  given  on  the 
principle  of  protection — so  is  the  bilL  It  is  at 
once  constitational,  a  duty  of  protection,  and 
it  is  an  act  of  hnnumitr,  conunoa  to  every 
Christian  Jnrisdiotton  in  uie  world. 

Ifr.  F.  Jon»oH  said  he  shoold  not  have 
xisen  again,  had  he  not  been  called  on  by  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  in  their  remarkSj  to  say  wheth- 
er Congress  bad  not  the  sovereign  and  exclu- 
sive right  of  legislation  over  this  District  He 
sud  he  admitted  the  right  in  the  fullest  extent 
daimed,  and  he  believ^  it  might  extend  even 
to  the  cose  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hauilton,)  as  having 
been  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork,  (Mr.  Stobhs,)  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  regulate  all  the  municipal  concerns  of 
the  District,  to  regulate  descents,  and  the  trana- 
fler  of  prcqwrty,  real  and  personUf  and  all  other 
thinss  that  any  State  Qoretn&inat  oonld  do 
within  the  limits  of  its  territories ;  that  Con- 
gress was  bounded,  in  tihoir  legislation  over 
tins  District,  only  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But,  he  said,  admitting  all  this, 
it  proved  nothing  in  favor  of  the  right  to  pass 
this  bill.  He  said,  if  he  could  show  that  Con- 
gress could  do  a  like  act  for  any  other  place 
ont  of  the  District,  it  would  seem  to  prove  that 
the  power  to  do  this  act  was  not  derived  from, 
or  grew  out  of,  the  fact  of  exclusive  le^^Iation 
over  the  District ;  and  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  bill  admit,  if  the  power  to  give  this  money 
do^  not  arise  out  of  the  right  of  exclusive 
Iw^slation,  that  th^  have  it  not.  Well,  sir, 
what  is  the  bill  t  Does  it  eont^n  any  thing 
more  than  a  mere  nmple  gift  or  dpnation  to 
the  safferers  by  fire  in  Alexandria!  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  States,  that  would  prevent  the 
citizens  of  Savannah,  who  had  suffered  a  mach 
severer  loss,  or  Charleston,  or  New  Tork,  from 
receiving  a  donation  from  Congress  t  Are  they 
not  just  as  free  to  receive  tiie  gifts  of  Congress 
as  the  people  of  Alexandria  ?  THiat  hinders 
them  I  Congress  cannot  Interfere  in  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States,  The  people  of  Charleston 
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or  Savannah  could  not  receive  a  code  of  de- 
scents or  conveyances  from  Congress.  Bat 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  receiving  its 
bounty.  This  bill  is  altogether  an  affair  of 
charity ;  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
have  the  same  power  to  receive,  and  all  have 
the  same  right  to  claim  it.  It  would,  there- 
fore, seem  clear,  that  any  town  had  the  same 
right  to  receive,  as  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
the  donations  of  Congress;  and  hence  the 
power  to  give  does  not  arise  cat  of  the  fact  of 
exclusive  legislative  jnrisdiction.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  City  of  Alexandria,  and  the  coon* 
ty  in  which  it  is  sitaated,  have  no  power  to 
regnlate  its  police,  to  collect  taxes,  and  provide 
for  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  cities  and  comities 
in  the  States.  What  then  is  it  that  prevents 
Congress  from  administering  to  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  fire,  everywhere?  Because  the 
constitution  confines  the  appropriation  of  the 
public  money  to  public  purposes.  The  pave- 
ment in  -this  city,  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Hamilton,)  as  a 
precedent  to  warrant  the  passage  oi  ttda  Inllf 
was  dtme  as  a  paUlo  work.  That  was  the  pre* 
tenoe — and,  as  to  the  erecting  alight-honse,  and 
custom  hoDse,  in  Alexandria,  mentioned  by  the 
gentieman  from  New  Tork,  Q£r,  Storbs,)  as  a 
precedent  for  this  case— they  were  for  public 
uses,  to  facilitate  commerce,  and  to  collect  and 
secure  the  public  revenues.  Would  Congress 
have  the  right  to  appropriate  money  to  pave 
the  streets  of  New  York,  or  any  other  place  ? 
Could  their  authority  be  intruded  there  to 
make  streets,  unless  it  was  in  the  promotion  of 
some  national  work  f  Bat  ibe  people  of  New 
Tork  conld  receive  a  donation  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Alexandria ;  but  the  ri^t  of  Congress 
to  jnye^  is  the  question. 

This  bill  contains  a  mere  gift  of  money,  ex- 
pready  of  charity,  without  reference  to  pnblio 
uses,  or  i)nblic  services— jnst  precisely  such  s 
gift  as  might  be  made  to  any  other  people.  In 
or  oat  of  this  nation.  If  Congress  has  the 
right  to  give  away  the  public  money  for  chari> 
table  purposes,  there  is  no  limit  in  the  consti- 
tution to  whom  or  where  it  shall  go.  And,  it 
is  jast  as  constitutional  to  give  it  to  one  person 
as  another.  I  am  for  adhering  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  appropriating  public  money  only  for 
poblio  purposes,  or  in  consideration  of  pnblio 
services.  When  we  depart  from  this,  we  have 
no  guides  bat  oar  pasuons,  and  oar  discretions 
— and,  however  great  my  sympathies  may  be 
for  the  Bofferers  of  Alexandria,  my  duty,  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  forbids,  accord- 
ing to  my  views  of  the  constitution,  my  voting 
for  this  bill;  nor,  indeed,  did  I  ever  admire 
that  sort  of  magnanimity,  that  would  give 
away  that  which  belonged  to  others,  and  not 
ourselves.  I  am  willing  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  these  unfortunate  and  distressed  peo- 
ple out  of  my  own,  but  not  ont  of  the  pnblio 
Treasury. 

Mr.  RivBs  said  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
he  rose  at  tins  stage  of  a  protracted  discosuon; 
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bat  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  stud  by  others,  in  denial  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  exercised  by  tiiis  bill.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  a  pervading  fallacy  ran 
throngh  the  whole  of  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Oar  attention  had  been  directed, 
foT  the  derivation  of  oar  power  upon  this  snb- 
jeot^  to  a  part  of  the  oonstitntion,  whicb,  he 
tiura^t)  had  no  appropriate  relation  to  it 
This  was  not  a  qnestuot  w  exdnaive  l€«iBlation, 
pnqierly  so  called,  over  the  District  of  Golam- 
ma,  but  it  was  a  question  respecting  a  grant  of 
flie  national  ftanus.  The  'bill,  upon  its  very 
fioe,  is  an  ^>propiiatiotf  of  so  much  of  the 
pTibhc  money  for  a  particular  pnn>ose.  Kow, 
whence  do  we  derive  oar  power  of  raising  and 
Wplying  the  public  money  I  It  is  from  that 
olause  of  the  constitution,  which  authorizes 
Congress  *'  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  &o., 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States."  According  to  the  broadest  construc- 
tion which  had  ever  been  pnt  upon  this  olaiise, 
H  jostified  no  appropriation  <tf  the  pnblio 
money,  but  for  some  pnipoBe  oonnectea  with 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  Union.  For  his  own  part,  sdd  Mr,  R.,  be 
had  always  thonght  that  these  genend  terms 
were  limited  and  defined  by  the  subsequent 
mnmeroUon  of  specific  powers  granted  to  Con- 
gress, and  that  we  could  not  legitimately  vote 
away  the  public  money,  but  in  execution  of 
some  of  the  powers  so  granted.  But,  even 
taking  for  our  guide  the  most  liberal  construc- 
tion which  has  ever  been  susgested,  can  it  be 
pretended  that  the  object  of  this  bill,  the  reli^ 
itf  the  onforttmate  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
(fiv  whom  he  felt  as  much  sympathy,  and  was 
willing  to  evince  it,  with  his  own  means,  as  far 
as  mj  gentleman,)  is,  in  any  manner,  connect- 
ed with  the  payment  of  the  debts,  or  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
tiie  Union  ?  No,  it  is  purely  an  act  of  pri- 
vate charity,  whidi  we  undertake  to  perform 
at  the  pablio  expense,  instead  of  our  own. 

If  an  application  of  the  public  money,  like 
this,  can  bia  covered  under  the  power  of  exclu- 
sive legidation  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
constitution  has,  in  v^n,  sought  to  fix  a  practi- 
cal limit  to  oar  powers  over  the  pnblio  purse. 
My  friend  and  colleague,  who  now  dts  near 
nuL  and  who  has  advocated  the  passage  of  this 
bil^  d«ilea  the  power  oS  Congress  to  appropri- 
ate the  pnblio  money  to  the  establishment «  a 
Kutional  Uidverrify.  Gentiemen,  who  thhik 
with  him  and  me,  deny,  also,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  National  Observatories, 
or  to  bestow  gratnitous  pensions ;  because  we 
believe  that  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
grant  the  public  money  is  limited  to  those  objects 
only,  for  which  we  are  authorized  to  provide, 
in  the  direct  exercise  of  our  specific  powers. 

But  wliat  becomes  of  this  limitation,  if  the 
latitude  now  claimed  for  the  power  of  exdasive 
kdslation  over  this  District,  be  conceded! 
we  have  only  to  draw  these  ol^eots  within  tiw 


enchanted  circle  of  the  District,  to  establish 
tiie  University  and  the  Observatory  here,  to 
assemble  the  corps  of  Pensioners  h&n,  and  all 
•difficulty  vanishes.  Upon  this  principle  we 
may  exhaust  the  whole  treasury  of  the  nation, 
here,  in  the  endowment  of  eleemosynary  insti- 
tutions. Or  whatever  other  scheme  may  please 
the  fancy  of  the  sovereigi  Legislatare  of  the 
District  of  Of^ombial  We  may  thus  enact  a 
system  of  poor  laws  for  eveiy  St^in  the  Uui<m, 
upon  conditi<m  only  that  the  paupers  shall 
come  here  to  partake  of  the  national  bounty. 

Kr.  Haile  now  demanded  that  the  qtwsdon 
be  taken  by  yeas  ud  ni^  and  it  was  so  oi^ 
dered  by  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Dbattok  said,  that,  although  the  bill 
had  undergone  a  great  deal  of  discussioii,  which 
the  Hoose  had  snown  a  strong  ^position  to 
terminate,  yet,  as  the  subject  embraced  in  it  is 
deeply  interesting  to  the  feelings,  and  iuvcdves 
in  its  consideration  a  constitotional  question,  I 
wUl,  sud  Mr.  D.,  briefly  submit  the  riewB 
which  I  take,  as  to  the  power  of  the  House  to 
make  the  i^roiniation  presoribed  for  in.  tin 
bill  I  am  not,  said  lb.  D.,  and  never  have 
been,  fovoraUe  to  what  Is  usually  tamed  an 
barged  inteipretation  of  the  constitntion.  I 
think  the  sots  wMch  it  warrants,  mnst_  be  de- 
rived either  from  express  power  contained  in 
it,  or  they  must  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  carryinginto  execution  a  power  expres^ 
granted.  The  doctrine  which  has  by  many 
been  contended  for,  that  Congress  may  pass  sU 
laws  which  they  deem  necessary  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  I  disclum.  If  they  have  snch  a 
power  it  would  be  difiScult  to  say  what  power 
they  have  not.  I  contend  for  no  more  than  I 
have  stated:  and  if^  within  those  principles^ 
Congress  cannot  pass  this  bill,  I  admit  that  n 
cannot,  coostitntionally,  become  a  law. 

Amidst  the  powers  given  to  Goiwtesa,  smne 
are  general,  and  some  are  paitiouar.  Some 
are  unconditional,  some  are  limited.  Where  a 
power  which  is  general  and  unconditional  is 
granted,  the  only  limitation  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  the  discretion  of  the  Legislatnre. 

will  illnstrate  the  distinction  between  these 
two  species  of  grants,  by  referring  to  one  or 
two  clauses  of  the  constitution.  In  tbe  8th 
section  of  the  1st  Article,  Congress  is  empow- 
ered to  provide  and  muntain  a  Navy.  Under 
this  anthority,  they  may  exercise  every  act 
necessary  for  the  aiming,  equipping,  and  man- 
ning a  fieet ;  tiie  nnmbes,  thie  use  oi  the  ves- 
sels, the  pay  <^  the  offloeis  and  <tf  the  men;  in 
short,  any  uiing  requisite  for  the  purposes  of 
a  war,  in  all  its  branches,  is  within  the  power 
of  Congress,  and  the  extent  to  which  they 
choose  to  exercise  their  powers  upon  this  snb- 
jeot,  is  only  to  be  regulated  by  their  judgment 
and  discretion.  Congress,  says  the  constitu- 
tion, may  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts 
and  excises ;  to  this  extent  their  power  would 
be  unlimited,  were  It  not  for  the  specifications 
of  the  objects  for  which  alone  these  taxes,  dec, 
oonld  be  levied,  ami  to  wMch  alona^  wbui  kv- 
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led,  they  oonldbe  applied;  thej  must  be  levied 
for  the  purposes  of  paying  the  debts  and  pro- 
viding fur  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States.  I  mignt  cite 
many  other  iuatances  of  ^neral  and  of  limited 
powera,  bat  these  two  will  bo  sufficient  to  ex- 
emplify the  distinction  I  have  mentioned.  If 
Congress  possesses  an  unlimited  and  uncon- 
ditional power  to  legislate  for  the  Distxict  of 
Cplumbia,  it  nnavoidably  follows,  that  they 
poaseBa  the  power  of  passing  this  bill.  The 
ocHtstitntion  vests  in  Oongreas  "  exdnsive  leg- 
islation in  all  cases  whatsoever,*'  otcc  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Having  the  power  to  legis- 
late in  all  cases,  they  may  paas  a  law  appropri- 
ating money,  and  according  to  the  prmciple  I 
have  referred  to,  that  they  have  the  power  to 
carry  into  execution  the  powers  expressly  vest- 
ed in  them,  they  may  raise  the  funds  to  carry 
thia  appropriation  into  effect.  Under  the  con- 
stitution, the  only  qnalificatioa  annexed  to  tbis 
exclusive  power  of  legislation,  is,  that  it  shall 
be  confined  to  the  District ;  and  the  uipropri- 
ation  contemplated  by  this  bill  ia  oramnea  to 
the  District. 

It  has  been  sud,  that,  admitting  to  the  full 
extent  the  p6wer  to  legislate  for  Oolmnbia, 
and  the  consequent  right  to  ^propriate  money 
for  its  use,  yet  that  the  money  appropriated 
.  mtist  be  obtained  by  tax  upon  its  inhabitants ; 
because  Congress  can  only  impropriate  money 
by  virtue  of  some  authority  derived  from  the 
constitution,  and  no  part  of  that  instrument 
permits  the  appropriation  of  money  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  individuals.  My  reply  to  this 
argument  is,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  constructioa  of  the 
powers  granted  in  it,  which  I  have  stated,  and 
which  are  admitted  by  its  most  rigid  expound- 
ers. The  power  is  eiven  without  limitation; 
it  can  therefore  only  be  limited  by  discretion : 
the  power  to  pass  the  law  is  expressly  given : 
the  power  to  carry  it  into  execution  must  ne- 
oessu^y  follow.  These  powers  are  nowh^ 
timited  by  a  provision,  that  the  moneys  to  be 
^propriated  for  the  District  shall  he  raised  by 
taimg  its  inhabitants ;  to  couple  this  unlimited 
authority,  therefore,  with  such  a  provision, 
would  be  to  convert  by  construction,  a  great 
and  unqualified  power  into  a  particular  and 
limited  one.  And  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
oonstitutloa  are  as  much  violated,  by  taking 
away  from  it  a  power  which  has  been  directly 
gnmted  to  it,  as  by  adding  to  it  a  power  with 
which  it  has  never  been  invested.  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  position  which  I  have  assnmed, 
that,  if  Congress  possesses  tiie  power  to  legis- 
late in  all  cases  for  the  District  of  Oohimbia,  it 
has  the  power  to  appropriate  money  to  carry 
its  legislative  acta  into  exeontion,  will  not  be 
contested.  If  Congress  have  tiiis  general  pow- 
er of  legislation,  it  cannot  be  confined  as  to  the 
amonnt  which  it  may  appropriate:  it  may, 
from  some  important  consideration,  appropri- 
ate an  amount  for  the  District,  greater  than 
oonld  be  raised  within  it  by  tautim;  tbaiii 
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in  such  cases,  Congress  could  not  raise  mon^ 
from  other  sources,  then  this  constitutions 
paradox  would  result,  that  Congress  had  the 
exdnsive  power  to  leoisl^  tor  Columbia,  but 
had  not  the  power  of  carrying  its  l^dative 
acts  into  execution. 

Mr.  Mabvin  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was 
tme,  that  Congress  possessed  only  delegated 
powers ;  4he  rest  were  reserved  to  the  States, 
or  to  the  people.  The  power  of  the  General 
Government  was  not  sovereign,  but  that  of  the 
States  was  so.  The  Leeislatare  of  a  State  had 
power  to  Ifttlelate  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
to  provide  for  the  relief  of  a  general  or  pubUo 
calamity ;  but  for  the  people  of  the  District 
ColumUa,  what  power  was  reserved  (  Kona. 
They  had  no  sovereignty :  no  I.e|;iBlature.  The 
power  to  appropriate  money  and  to  levy  taxes,- 
is  given  to  the  General  Government  for  certain 
purposes,  and  not  reserved  to  the  people.  But 
^ntlemen  ai^e,  that  this  is  not  to  be  applied 
m  the  case  of  the  District.  But  surely  Congreaa 
is  sovereign  over  this  District,  and  may  exer- 
cise its  power  of  appropriating  money  here,  for 
here  it  has  exclusive  Wislation.  The  conati- 
tntioa  has  erected  the  District,  and  has  mads 
Its  inhabitants  little  better  than  servants,  as  to 
their  political  power;  and  now,  is  it  s^d,  that 
Congress  is  to  exennse  no  pat^nal  care  over 
them  ?  Have  they  no  Government  to  look  to  ? 
Are  they  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  relief  in 
any  case  f  Are  the  citizens  of  the  District  cit- 
izens of  no  country !  Surely  they  are  Ameri- 
can citizens,  and  may  look,  as  well  as  others,  to 
their  Government  for  succor.  We  have  cleariy 
the  power  to  relieve  them,  both  eonstitutiomu.- 
ly  and  physically ;  and,  if  so,  we  are  bound  to 
exercise  it,  and  to  relieve  them  now. 

The  question  was  now  loudly  called  for  in 
all  ports  of  the  House;  and,  having  been  taken 
by  yeas  and  n^rs,  the  votes,  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  stood  as  ftdlovs: 

Tus. — ^Hessrs.  Alexander  of  Tenoegsee,  Archer, 
Buley,  Badger,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Buney,  Bay- 
lies, Beecher,  Breat,  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Burleigh, 
Barges,  Caubreleng^  GuopbeU,  Carson,  Caseedy, 
Cocke,  Davis,  Doisey,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Eastman, 
Everett,  findlay  of  Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Fo»* 
dick,  Gamaey,  Gamett,  Garrison,  Govan,  Gurley, 
Hamilton,  Harris,  Basbrouck,  Hayden,  Hajncs,  Ho- 
faart,  Holcombe,  Holmea,  Houston,  Hugunin,  Hom- 
plirey,  Inntsoll,  Xsacka,  Jenniugs  of  Indiana,  John- 
son of  STew  Toric,  Klttera,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Locke,  Uarable,  Markell,  Markley,  Marvin  of  JHcw 
York,  Mattocks,  McDuffie,  McEcan,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mcech,  Horcer,  MUler  of 
New  Tork,  IQner,  Jas.  a  Uitcbctl,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Mitchell  of  Tennesaee,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
yewton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pearoe,  Planter,  Powell,  Reed, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon,  SU,  Spraguo, 
Stevenson  of  Fennsylrama,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strwig, 
Swan,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ohio^ 
Tucker  of  New  Jers^,  Van  Horn,  Van  Renssdaer, 
Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Wcema, 
Wh]pp:e,  White,  Whittlesey,  WickUffe,  James  Wil- 
son, Wol(  Wood  of  New  York,  Woods  of  OhiO| 
Wnrta— 109. 
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Nays. — H«8sn.  Addams  of  Fflmu^Ivanis,  Alex- 
ander of  Virginia,  Alien  of  Hassachusetts,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Armstrong, 
Ashley,  Baldwin,  Barringer,  Baseett,  Blair,  Boon, 
Gary,  CSuborne,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Crump, 
Davenport,  Deitz,  Edwards  of  Xorth  Caroliiia,  Estill, 
flndlsy  of  Fennsylvanis,  Edle,  Harrey,  Healy, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Hines,  Hoflhutn,  Ingham,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Krebs,  Kremer, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Long^,  Kartindale,  HcCoy,  Mc- 
HattoQ,  UcManus,  UcNciU,  Herriwetber,  Hetcalfe, 
Killer  of  Fennsylrania,  John  Mitchell,  ATitchell  of 
South  Carolina,  Moore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Polk, 
Ripley,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sloane,  Smith,  Stevenson 
of  Virgmia,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Whlttemore,  WilUanu,  Wilson  of  Sooth 
Owolina,  Wilson  of  OUo,  Wright,  Tonng-^. 

The  bill  having  been  snbseqnentlj  eiurossedf 
vas  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  anasent  to 
the  Senate  for  (Mmourrenoe. 


UoBDAT,  January  23. 
Dutitss  on  Wool  and  WooVmu. 

The  Honse  now  restuned  the  unfinished  basi- 
ness  of  Thursday,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  proposing  certain 
minimuiQ  duties  on  woollen  goods. 

Hr.  BtroHAHAH  raid,  I  shoold  hare  waived 
the  privily  which  is  nsaaDj  extended  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  House  to  the  mover  of  a  propo- 
sition, of  closing  the  debate,  if  it  were  not  for 
a  single  circumstanoe.  I  did  not  hear  tlie  re- 
mark of  my  friend  firom  Vii^nia(lb.  Mbboeb) 
on  Thursday  last,  which  imputed  ignorance  of 
his  daty  to  a  former  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Domestic  Manufactures,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  from  the  State  which  I  have, 
in  part,  the  honor  to  represent  For  what 
canse  has  this  chai^  been  made  against  that 
genUemon  ?  It  is  not  becanse  he  was  ignorant 
either  (rf  onr  formgn  or  onr  domestic  trade :  not 
beoanse  he  was  nnaoqnainted  with  the  coon- 
tries  from  which  fbrasn  iron  was  imported, 
and  its  cost,  both  to  &e  fisreign  and  to  the 
domestic  manufacturer ;  but  simply  because  he 
had  fo^[otteD,  or,  perhaps,  never  had  known, 
the  name  of  an  obsonre  town  in  Wales,  from 
which  that  article  was  imported.  I  must  con- 
fess I  do  not  remember  the  name  myself.  The 
gentlemen  around  me  now  inform  me  it  is 
Cardiff.  The  truth  is,  that  gentleman  hod  en- 
joyed singular  good  fortune  during  the  short 
period  which  he  remained  in  Congress;  but 
not  better  than  he  deserved.  To  him,  more 
than  to  any  other  individual  in  this  nation,  are 
we  indebted  for  the  tariff  of  1824— a  tariff 
which  has  been  so  mild  and  so  gradual  in  ite 
operation,  as  not  to  have  burdened  the  com- 
munity, and  yet  so  powerfbl  as  to  have  gene- 
rally afforded  efficient  protection  to  our  domes- 
tic industry.  It  was  a  tariff  of  protection,  not 
of  prohibiticm.  lliat  gentleman  had  laired 
m>on  it  incessantly  for  tiie  whole  of  two  ses- 
atons ;  aod  yet  we  aie  now  called  npcm,  daring 
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tiie  few  remaining  weeks  of  this  session,  to  ma- 
ture, to  pass  a  new  bill  upon  this  subject. 
Gentlemen,  although  they  nave  not  directly 
charged  me  with  inocmmstencr,  yet  such  a 
charge  is  £urly  to  he  implied  from  their  re- 
marks. Oan  any  person  really  believe  that, 
because  I  supported  protection  in  1824, 1  am 
bound  to  advocate  prohibition  in  1827  ?  Did 
my  course  then,  compel  me  now,  in  order  to  be 
consistent,  to  vote  for  any  crude  and  undigest- 
ed measure  which  may  be  proposed,  merely 
because  it  is  called  a  tariff?  Certainly  not. 
This  bill,  should  it  beccnne  a  law,  will  effectu- 
ally prohibit  the  Impcvtation  of  nearly  all  the 
woollen  goods  in  common  use,  whose  valne,  at 
the  place  exportation,  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  yard.  It  embraces 
pecoliarly  within  its  grasp,  thme  articles  worn 
by  the  poor  and  middle  classes  of  society.  Its 
provisions  extend  far  beyond  the  request  of  the 
woollen  manufacturers.  They  have  not  alleged 
that  the  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one  third  per 
cent,  was  insufiioient  for  their  protection ;  but 
they  complun,  and  I  believe  with  justice,  that 
British  manufacturers  and  British  agents  f^and- 
ulenU^  evade  the  payment  of  this  duty.  What^ 
then,  IS  the  proper  remedy  ?  A  measure  which 
would  prevent  the  f^ud,  and  give  fair  effect  to 
the  tar^  of  1824.  Instead  tiiat,  we  are  now 
presented  with  a  bill  which  dosea  the  door 
altogether  against  foreign  competition.  This 
is  the  application  of  salivation  and  blistering  to 
cure  the  neadache.  The  remedy  is  entirely  too 
violent  for  the  disease.  If  the  bill  had  proposed 
a  moderate  minimum,  and  had  made  a  small 
addition  to  the  ad  valorem  duty,  it  shoold  have 
received  my  support  In  its  present  shape, 
however,  I  could  not  vote  for  it,  even  if  it  em- 
braced a  provision  to  impose  additional  duties 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits  and 
hemp.  Sir,  smd  Mr.  B,,  I  wish  to  put  the 
question  seriously  to  every  member  within  the 
sound  of  myvoice^  whether  they  believe  it 
posrible  to  matore  and  pass  a  proper  bill  upon 
the  subject  during  the  present  session  t  the 
House  should  make  the  attempt,  I  feel  pontive 
that  my  course  will  be  proved  to  be  correct. 
After  wasting  much  precious  time  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  after  dividing  the  friends  do- 
mestic manufactures  themselves,  the  bill  wlQ 
eventually  be  postponed  until  the  next  sese»m. 
I  am  sorry  thi^  I  am  compelled  to  make  tiieee 
observations,  but  self-preservation  is  the  firrt 
law  of  nature.  As  a  Representative  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  a  friend  to  the  tariff,  and  feeling  a 
deep  interest  in  its  popularity,  I  can  never  look 
on  with  indifference  at  the  passage  of  a  ImU 
which  win  at  once  prohibit  the  importatioii  of 
foreign  woollens ;  much  less  can  I  do  so  when 
that  bill  contains  no  providons  calculated  to 
protect  the  suflforing  ocnnestlo  indnstiy  of  my 
own  State. 

Mr.  HAHiLTOir  said,  that  It  was  not  his  pnr- 
pose,  at  the  present  time,  to  go  into  a  diseua* 
^on  of  the  poU<^  of  the  measure  {Mmtosed  by 
ib»  bill  rxaaex  oondderation ;  he  wobKI  thwe* 
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fore  endeaTor  to  confine  hiniBelf  strictly  to  the 
question  before  the  Hoose,  whioh  was  sabstan- 
tiallj  whether  our  deoisitm  on  the  proposed 
increase  of  dn^  on  woollens,  ought  not  to  be 
postponed.  For  ToUng  in  the  affirmaUTe  he 
bad  many  reasons,  besides  his  strong  and  HQ- 
reserved  opposition,  generally,  to  any  increase 
of  the  impost,  let  it  come  np  in  any  shape  it 
might.  But  to  the  passage  of  the  hill  at  the 
present  time  there  are  solid  objections.  In  the 
lirat  place,  the  whole  conntry,  excepting  those 
who  are  to  benefit  hy  the  monopoly,  will  be 
taken  by  surprise,  hy  the  imposition  of  an  un- 
expected and  grievous  tax,  at  a  period  when 
three-foarths  of  its  industiy  is  suffering  and 
depressed.  No  anticipation  can  have  heen' 
fimned  of  the  blow  which  is  meditated :  for, 
^though  it  is  perfectly  true,  that  Bereral  me- 
morials have  been  presented  from  the  woollen 
manufacturers  and  wool  growers  this  session, 
asking  for  the  bounty  of  this  prohibition,  yet 
an  expectation  has  generally  been  cherished, 
that  we  would  not  act  on  a  partial  interest, 
from  &  partial  view  of  the  great  interests  of 
the  country.  That  this  impression  prevailed, 
he  wonld  only  appeal  to  tiie  correspondence 
from  this  city,  which  had  appeared  in  the  dif- 
ferent prints  in  various  quarters  of  the  coon- 
try.  If  a  contrary  apprehension  hod  been  en- 
t«rtiuned,  your  tables  wonld  have  groaned  un- 
der the  weight  of  the  remonstruices  which 
would  have  been  sent  hore  from  all  quarters 
itfainst  this  crael  and  unjust  measure.  Under 
this  false  security,  even  the  commercial  jeal- 
oosy  of  the  great  emporimn  of  oar  Union,  New 
York,  has  not  been  awakened,  or  we  ^oold 
have  had  the  most  copious  intelligence  poured 
in  upon  us  from  that  oity,  demonstrating  the 
pernicioos  tendency  of  the  step  yon  are  about 
to  take. 

Have  we  any  information  as  to  ita  operation 
on  the  revenue!  Has  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Hannfactures  condescended  to 
enlighten  us  on  this  subject,  beyond  his  mere 
snrmises  and  conjectures  t  Has  he  obtained 
any  estimates  fVom  the  Treasury  !  Has  he,  in 
one  word,  the  saootion  of  the  officer  at  the 
head  o£  that  Department^  for  a  measure  whioh 
Ifl  to  operate  a  decided  prohibition  on  the  im- 
port of  one  class  of  woollen  fabrics,  and  that 
elaaa  princip^ly  worn  by  the  poor,  who  can 
least  bear  the  burden?  No,  sir;  but  ho  has 
gone  on  as  if  these  considerations  were  un- 
worthy of  being  taken  into  account.  After  the 
passage  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  the  people,  at 
feast  from  that  section  of  the  country  from  which 
I  came,  supposed  that  they  were  to  have  a  respite 
and  repose  for  several  years,  from  the  agitations 
of  this  vexatious  and  disgusting  topic.  They 
knew  that  it  had  terminated  in  a  compromise,  the 
chief  expense  of  which  they  had  to  hear,  but, 
like  the  traveller  stopped  by  a  footpad  on 
Honnslow  Heath,  who  is  willing  to  oompound 
to  cet  off  with  ma  t\axt  and  waistcoat,  even 
with  the  loss  of  his  ooat  and  watch,  they  were 
anfiering  and  oonteut  But  it  seems  tl^  this 
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blessed  ctraipromise  has  not  brought  peace  and 
seonrity,  and  we  are  again  to  be  thrown  into 
cfflnmonon  and  combat. 

A  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Ifr. 
Bartlktt)  remarked,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  House  a  few  days  rince,  that  it 
ought  not  to  prodaoe  an^  excitement;  and 
connected  it  with  an  allusion  for  which,  as  ho 
received  your  just  rebuke,  I  shall  abstain  from 
saying  any  thing  in  regard  to  the  wit  and  deli- 
cacy in  which  that  allusion  was  conceived  and 
expressed.  Not  calculated  to  produce  excite- 
ment I  Did  not  the  tariff  of  1824  produce  ex- 
citement 1  Did  it  not  shake  this  Union  to  its ' 
centre  ?  Did  not  &»  people  in  those  quarters 
where  your  injustice  was  most  felt,  bol<uy  chid- 
lenge  you  to  produce  the  warrant  for  your  au- 
thority in  travelling  one  inch  beyond  revenue 
in  the  imposition  of  your  duties?  And  when, 
in  violation  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
StateSj  you  talked  of  encouraging  domestio 
manufactures,  did  they  not  point  to  that  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  this  constitution,  in  which  the  power 
to  promote  and  encourage  the  usefol  arts,  &o., 
by  bounties,  was  expressly  refused  to  yout 
Did  they  not  tell  you  that  Uie  rights  of  proper- 
ty of  one  part  of  the  community  were  invaded 
by  an  iniquitous  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
smaller  part?  Sir,  the  just  philosophy  of 
Burke,  in  regard  to  the  people  of  England,  is 
true  as  it  respects  thdr  descendants.  That  the 
notion  of  lib^y  is  not  a  pore  abstraction ;  it 
attaches  and  adheres  to  something  tan^ble, 
and  susceptible  of  sensation ;  that,  as  personal 
rights  were  secure  in  that  country,  tne  vigi- 
lance of  this  sentiment  was  directed  to  proper- 
ty and  taxotion.  And  let  me  tell  you  that,  in 
this  conntry,  it  exists  with  an  intensity  which 
will  always  be  felt  whenever  you  attempt  in- 
justice in  your  burdens. 

Kr.  BmiGEs  said  he  had  risen  to  state  what 
was  the  real  question  before  the  House ;  for,  after 
all  that  be  had  heard,  this  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  true  and  only  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  ^ve  to  the  manufacturers  of  woollen  goods 
the  protection  that  was  intended  tot  thrai  by 
the  act  of  1824 ;  but  which  they  had  failed  to 
receive,  owing  to  the  evasions  of  that  act  He 
conld  not  conceive  how  so  simple  an  object  as 
this  came  to  he  connected  with  the  ratiocina- 
tions of  Mr.  Burke,  with  the  progress  of  the  car- 
avans in  Upper  Asia,  the  achievements  of  the 
heroes  of  Hounslow  Heath,  and  a  variety  of 
other  subjects  which  appeared  to  dance  and 
gambol  through  the  imagmations  of  some  gen- 
tlemen. The  discussion  of  the  bill  involved  a 
mere  calculation  on  the  value  of  property,  and 
was  no  more  calculated  to  produce  any  excite- 
ment, than  a  common  sum  in  reduction  or  sub- 
traction. He  could  not  conceive  what  there 
was  hi  the  locality  of  these  manufactures — 
what  there  was  in  the  fact,  that  that  locality 
happened  to  lie  between  certain  parallels  of 
northern  latitude,  to  make  gentlemen  deliglit  to 
say  that  the  question  involved  in  this  bill  was 
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80  very  serious— that  it  was  highly  dangerous— 
in  a  word,  that  it  was  a  monstroos  qnestion.  If 
other  gentlemen  chose  to  hring  in  bar  iron, 
and  pig  iron,  md  a  variety  of  other  articles 
which  seemea  &miliar  to  imaginations  of 
Bome  gentlemen,  he  conld  not  help  it — the 
Committee  on  Manufkitures  conld  not  help  it 
—it  was  not  their  project,  and  they  were  not 
justly  answerable  for  objectionB  whidi  did  not 
belong  to  the  bill  as  they  reported  it  The 
manu&otnrers  of  woollen  goods  had  presented 
the  snl^flct  of  the  lull  in  various  memorials  Imd 
before  the  Hoose ;  and  the  qaesti(»i  was,  wheth- 
■er  the  House  was  to  postpone  for  a  whole  year 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  because  cer- 
tain gentlemen,  not  authorized  by  their  congtit- 
nents  to  do  so,  had  su^ested  that  other  branch- 
es of  manufacture  were  suffering  in  the  same 
manner !  Was  the  House  to  wait  a  whole  year 
for  grievances?  Gentlemen  had  referred  to 
our  great  commercial  emporium.  Was  the 
House  to  be  told  that  that  great  city  did  not 
understand  her  own  interests!  Or  would  it 
be  pretended  that  the  merchants  of  New  York 
were  not  apprised  of  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  in  tms  matter)  Yet  althotu^  sixty  or 
aeveaty  hours  were  snflBdent  to  ta£s  to  them 
the  knowledge  of  our  proceedings  and  to  bring 
back  tbe  dechtratioii  <»  their  will,  not  a  memo- 
rial or  a  remonstrance '  had  been  received  from 
that  city  In  opponUon  to  this  measure.  To 
such  a  remonstrance,  Ur.  B.  said,  he  should 
ever  listen  with  the  highest  respect,  as  he  was 
well  aware,  not  only  of  the  wealth,  but  of  the 
intelligeoca  which  prevailed  in  that  city.  But 
he  could  not,  for  ooe,  believe  that,  on  a  subject 
like  this,  the  merchants  of  New  York  were 
asleep ;  and  if  it  was  indeed  true,  that  the  in- 
terests of  commerce  would  suffer  so  material- 
ly from  tiie  oassage  of  this  bill,  they  would 
nave  let  the  House  near  from  them  long  before. 
B»  spoke  of  the  merohants  at  large,  Iot  he  be- 
lieved that  a  better  knowledge  of  the  principles 
(tf  pcditioal  eoonon^  was  to  be  found  throagh- 
out  the  country  generally,  than  among  a  few 
importing  merdtants,  who  looked  <Hily  to  their 
own  immediate  profit  The  effects  of  such  a 
measure  were  not  to  be  estimated  from  any 
sudden  consequences  it  might  at  first  occasion. 
In  all  progressive  systems,  yon  must  allow  at 
least  20  years  for  their  practical  development; 
and  i^  In  that  time,  they  shall  not  have  in- 
jured, but,  on  the  contrary,  benefited  the 
country,  their  true  ciharacter  is  to  be  estimated 
accordingly. 

ib.  SnTBraoK,  of  Yir^a,  s^d  that  he  did 
not  intoid  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  important  principles  embraced 
by  this  bilL  He  rose  simply  to  st^  in  a  very 
few  words,  why  he  shonla  vote  for  the  motion 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Uniou  from  the  fnrther  consid- 
eration of  the  subject.  The  question  before 
the  House,  Hr.  S.  considered,  was  one  rather 
of  expediency  than  of  principle.  The  motion 
htd  been  submitted,  with  the  ling^  vinrof 


ascertaining  distinctly  whether  the  House  were 
prepared  to  discuss,  at  this  session,  "  the  prin- 
ciples and  policy  of  the  tariffl"  This  was  the 
only  question  now  to  be  decided.  If  gentlemen 
were  determined  to  enter  upon  the  disenssioa 
of  the  subject,  and  to  persevere  to  a  final  r^olt, 
he  admitted  they  ought  to  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion, and  to  retain  the  IhII  in  the  committee ; 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  House  tiiought  with 
him,  that  it  conld  not  be  fully  and  uiriy  dia- 
oussed  and  aoted  on  at  the  present  sesrimi,  he 
hoped  the  moticn  would  prevul;  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  discharged,  and  the  bill  laid 
upon  the  table  for  the  remiunder  of  the  sesa<at. 
Did  gentiemen  seriously  believe  that  then 
tras  any  probability  of  our  lefpslating,  at  this 
time,  fully  and  fairly  upon  the  subject !  Wat 
there  a  member  upon  the  floor  who  imagined 
that  the  single  interests  of  the  woollen  mannfso- 
turers,  which  was  alone  embraced  by  the  pree- 
ent  bill,  would,  or  conld  be  considered,  apart 
from  the  other  branches  of  national  industry, 
and  the  great  interests  of  the  country!  Did 
they  believe  that  the  Representatives  of  those 
portions  of  the  Union  whose  interests  were 
more  immediate  and  mwe  deeply  aflbcted  fay 
the  proridons  (tf  this  InU,  wodM  ^t  dlent,  and 
oonsent  to  its  passage,  witiiout  vindicating  the 
interests  of  tiieir  const^toentb  and  d«nanaing 
a  general  discnsuon  of  the  whole  subject  I  It 
was  not  to  be  expected.  This  bill,  Mr.  8.  said, 
disguise  it  as  yon  will,  is  most  obnoxious  and 
unjust  It  was  infinitely  more  so  than  the  one 
of  1824,  under  which  the  soutiiem  and  south- 
western country  were  now  bleeding  at  every 
pore.  Oonld  gentlemen  hope  to  dnve  on  by 
detachment,  this  protecting  duty  policy,  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  other  interests  ot  the  country, 
and  expect  no  opposition!  It  was  iraposnblel 
It  was  m  vain  to  preach  up  conciliation,  if  tlus 
&tal  ptdioy,  this  pditieal  cdoBsin,  wMdi  is  to 
overnuidow  and  reduce  a  portirai  (x  tis  to  be^ 

n,  is  to  he  persevered  in  and  adhered  to. 
nst  beget  diviidiHi  and  hatred,  and  Intec- 
rupt  the  harmony  and  peace  of  the  Unim. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  a  suljjeei  of 
this  character,  one  which,  two  years  ago,  agi- 
tated BO  deeply  the  whole  country,  and  roused 
into  action  all  its  rival  intere^s— a  snlgeot 
which  affects  not  only  the  commerce  and  pwifr- 
ical  economy  of  the  country,  but  the  Uber^  of 
property  itael^  and  the  very  principles  of  the 
Government — ^wiU  be  permitted  to  pass  with- 
out full  and  free  discussion,  and  the  strw^eit 
resistance!  Are  we  again  to  have  the  sooui 
which  divided  and  distnoted  na  in  1824  f  Do 
we  not  know  that,  after  eight  weeks*  discos- 
^n,  the  present  tariff  passed  fliis  House  by 
only  afm  eate  f  That  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  woollens,  the  House  was  equally  di- 
vided, (I  believe  98  and  98,)  and  that  at  last  it 
was  settled  by  compromise  and  concession  be- 
tween the  two  Houses!  Have  we  time,  and 
ve  the  Hotise  prepared  for  this  state  of  things 
at  the  present  session  !  He  tiiought  not  Was 
it  not  u^fwrions  too^  ICr.  &  aiud^  to  nttem^  to 
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Aflcnua  it,  unless  we  intended  acting  finally-  up- 
on the  subject  f  Would  it  not  be  productive  of 
eerioua  miscbief  to  tbe  cotnmercifil  interests? 
He  appealed  to  his  friend  from  New  York,  on 
his  left,  (Mr.  Gaxbbeixso^)  bo  deeplj  versed  in 
commercial  knowledge,  and  whose  opinions 
commanded  so  jnstly  the  high  commendation 
of  the  House,  to  know  if  the  disoussion  of  this 
subject,  even  for  a  week,  would  not  produce 
n>ecalations  to  the  amonnt  of  manjr  millions  of 
dollars)  Was  it  right  to  hazard  snob  oonse- 
qnoioes?  Did  it  ownport  with  the  dignity 
and  justice  i^the  Honse,  and  with  a  fiUr  course 
of  lefpsladon  t  He  thoiuriit  not.  Would  it  nob 
be  better,  Ifr.  Sw  asked,  tt  a  Tovislon  of  the  tar- 
iff is  deemed  necessai^,  and  demanded  b;^  tiie 
mannfacturers,  to  let  it  rest  until  the  next  sea- 
lion  ;  to  bring  tiien  Mrly  before  Congress  the 
whole  sutgect  of  free  trade  and  national  indus^ 
trj,  and  let  the  next  Congress,  Just  from  the 
bo»om  of  ibe  people,  discuss  and  settie  the 
question.  Such  a  course  Mr.  S.  tbonght  mnoh 
"the  more  desirable.  He  presumed  it  was  with 
this  view  bis  frirad  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bn- 
OHANAjt)  offered  his  resolution  tbe  otiier  day. 
It  was  calculated  to  heal,  rather  than  inflame, 
our  difierencea,  end  would  be  the  means  of 
bringing  to  tbe  ultimate  decinon  of  tbe  ques- 
tion, the  high  sanction  of  oakn,  deliberate,  and 
digiUfied  I^slatlon.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tbe 
motion  would  prevul;  that  the  oommittee 
would  be  diflcha^ed,  aad  the  bill  laiA  upon  the 
table,  not  again  to  be  called  up  durmg  the 
present  session.  It  was  due  to  the  nation,  and 
to  tbe  House,  that  this  shoold  he  done ;  and  ho 
appealed  to  me  friends  and  en«nies  of  tbe  bill 
to  unite  in  this  course. 

Mr.  SnvENSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  after 
BO  much  remark  upon  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Domestic  Mannfactores,  ho 
might,  perhaps,  as  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  ezplana^ 
tion  of  his  opinion  of  the  bill,  and  of  his  views 
fai  voting  a^inat  tiia  motion  made  by  his  re- 

r«d  oweagae.  Tou  are  aware,  said  Mr.  B., 
the  Committee  on  Domestio  Ibuu&ctures 
had  several  memoriala  referred  to  tiiem  by  the 
House,  representing  tbe  doprMsed  state  of  tbe 
woollen  manufactories,  and  requesting  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  subject;  setting 
forth,  amongst  other  causes  of  tbeir  languish- 
ing state,  that  tbe  spirit  of  the  present  tanS 
was  evaded,  and  that  they  were  sufferers  by 
tbe  violation  of  existing  laws.  To  correct  tbe 
evils  complained  of,  tbe  petitioners  urged  the 
adoption  of  a  minimum  valuation  for  woollen 
goods,  and  tbe  assessment  of  tbe  duty  upon  such 
minimnm.  I  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the 
committee  as  to  tbe  principle,  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed. The  next  point  was  to  settle  the  mini- 
mum prices,  and,  in  doing  this,  I  thought  that 
too  high  a  rate  was,  in  my  opinion,  required, 
and  voted  with  the  minority.  I  regretted  that 
so  high  a  rate  was  settled,  believing  it  unjust, 
as  regarded  tiie  general  interest,  unwise  as  it 
nlafied  to  tiie  mamifiiotaren.   It  was  catou- 
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loted  to  prodnoe  an  impression  un&vorable  to 
the  general  purpose  of  the  Inll,  and  thus  to  de- 
feat tbe  whole  design.  I  still,  however,  trust, 
tliat,  after  the  discussion  which  has  token  place, 
if  we  go  into  committee,  those  who  advocate, 
and  those  who  resist  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  may 
oome  to  some  better  understanding,  and  that 
something  may  be  effected,  not  too  exorbitant 
on  the  one  part,  nor  oppressive  on  tbe  other.  I 
cannot  consent  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  stands. 
It  imposes,  in  fiiict,  an  increase  of  200  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  of  a  certain  (mide  of  goods,  used 
prindpolly  by  the  poor,  and  an  average  increase 
of  more  than  60  per  cent,  on  the  p«rt  of  the 
piesent  tari£  If  tbe  bill  should  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  do  not  deq>ur  of 
such  facts  being  elicited  as  will  lead  to  the 
preservation  of  the  minimum  principle,  and  an 
equitable  adjustment  of  its  rate,  so  as  to  save 
tbe  mannfacturers,  without  violating  the  gen- 
eral principles  d  just  legislation.  Let  us,  at 
least,  do  justice  to  ourselves,  by  acting  upon 
tbe  subject  without  pr^udice  and  without  pas- 
sion. On  tbe  motion  before  you,  I  do  not 
think  proper  to  go  into  tbe  general  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  bill.  Let  th^  be  reserved  for 
its  proper  time.  At  that  time,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  extoit  to  which 
I  shall  be  willing  to  go,  may  be  done  with  per- 
fect justice  to  the  sevmd  ports  oi  this  Umon, 
after  due  reference  to  tiieir  various  interests ; 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  never  form  one  of  a  ma- 
jority to  do  that,  aa  regards  this  nation,  that 
has  not  the  fullest  sanction  of  what  littie  of  the 
light  of  reason  has  beeu  given  to  me.  I  voted 
agiunst  the  motion  of  my  colleague,  although  I 
apprehend  he  will  finally  be  found  to  have  pro- 
posed a  course  which  would  have  saved  the 
time  of  the  Hoose  from  being  wasted  on  a  bill 
that  cannot  be  matured  into  a  law  during  tbe 
present  session. 

Mr.  KoLakx,  of  Delaware,  said  be  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  to  discharge  tbe  commit- 
tee, for  some  reasons  which,  perlu^M,  were 
peculiar  to  himselt  Althou^  he  was,  and 
ever  had  been,  an  advocate  tor  the  tariff  sys- 
tem, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  could 
vote  for  this  bill  m  its  present  shape ;  although 
he  was  prepared  to  co-operate  in  modifying 
and  improving  it.  But  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  that  particular  shape  m 
which  it  had  been  presented  by  the  Committee 
of  Manufactures,  it  did  not  follow  that  be  must 
shun  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  not 
give  to  it  its  foil  and  just  share  m  consideror 
tion,  if  tbe  time  allowed.  He  would  now  iu- 
quire  what  would  be  the  true  effect  of  tbe 
present  moticm.  The  ground  on  which  it  is 
urged,  is,  that  ^e  House  has  not  now  sufficient 
time  to  inquire  into  the  sul^ect;  and  many 
gentlemen  disposed  to  vote  for  the  Ull,  are  un- 
willing to  postpone  it  on  this  ground.  But  the 
effect  of  tbe  motion,  whatever  may  be  the 
intention  of  Its  mover,  will  certunly  be  to  de- 
feat the  bill,  and  thus  to  deprive  the  country  of 
the  benefits  derived  from  an  adequate  proteo* 
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tioa  to  this  Taluahle  branch  of  our  mauufac- 
tores.  The  consideratioa  of  the  bill,  at  this 
time,  is  resisted  on  two  gronnds :  First,  it  is 
said  that  it  will  produce  excitement,  hy  strik- 
ing at  the  vital  interests  of  the  country ;  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  comprehen- 
sive, and  does  not  embrace  a  sufficient  number 
of  objects  to  be  protected.  Mr.  McL.  sud  that 
none  could  deprecate  more  than  he  did  any 
cause  of  excitement  in  the  country ;  but,  if  ex- 
citement is  to  be  produced  by  the  discussion  of 
this  bill,  it  must  be  because  it  is  inseparable 
from  thQ.8ubject  itself.  If  it  arise  at  all,  it  will 
arise  whenever  the  subject  is  brought  up.  But 
why,  asked  Kr.  KoL.,  is  this  excitement  pro- 
duced by  it  at  all  t  It  arises  irom  a  mist^en 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  the  different  ports 
oi  the  great  national  community  are  distinct 
f^om,  and  opposed  to,  each  other.  I  do  not 
believe  this,  and,  therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  policy ;  but,  so  long  as  an  opposite  opinion 
Is  held,  the  seeds  of  excitement  will  be  here ; 
the  some  causes  of  it  wiU  exist  at  tho  next  ses- 
non  which  exist  now,  and  they  will  probably 
rather  increase  than  dimiidsb.  As  to  tne  other 
olyection,  that  the  bill  comprehends  only  cme 
object  to  be  protected,  I  am  m  fiaror  of  its  con- 
sideration now,  for  this  very  reason ;  it  is  sim- 
ple— it  is  brought  to  one  point,  and  confines 
itself  to  a  single  object,  which  all  can  compre- 
hend. Heretofore,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
usual  to  include  many  different  objects  in  the 
eame  bill,  in  order  to  carry  some  one  promi- 
nent object  of  policy  through  the  House. 
Kow,  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  this  species  of 
legislation.  I  disapprove  of  legislating  by 
compromise.  Either  a  particular  brauSi  of 
industry  requires  protection,  or  it  does  not.  If 
it  does  not,  nothing  should  indocethe  House  to 
protect  it ;  bat  if  it  doea,  let  it  be  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  dearly  understood, 
»nd  then  let  it  receive  that  degree  of  protec- 
tion whicli  it  merits.  But  I  protest  against  tho 
system  of  compromise.  It  is  a  system  of  in- 
jury. Here  we  have  a  single  object  before  us : 
the  petitioners  say  that  an  important  branch  of 
domestic  manufactures  is  now  in  danger  of 
being  wholly  prostrated  by  foreign  competi- 
tion. Now,  it  is  surely  easier  to  oomprehend 
tiie  Buluect,  and  to  judge  if  their  statements  bo 
true,  than  if  all  tiie  different  objects  which 
different  gentlemen  may  suppose  to  need  pro- 
tection, hod  been  token  up  with  it  and  included 
in  the  some  bill.  I  at  least  confess  that  I  am 
more  able  to  understand  it,  and  I  am  in  &vor 
of  oonsidering  it  for  the  very  reason  that  it  ez- 
dnded  the  principle  of  compromise.  We  nu^ 

least  go  into  C(»nmittee  of  the  Tniole,  and 
modify  the  bill ;  and  we  con  as  soon  discover 
in  committee  as  we  could  in  the  House,  wheth- 
er it  is  likely  to  be  pnt  into  such  a  Bhq>e  as 
finally  to  pass. 

Kr.  Datis  said  that  the  discussion  bad  taken 
a  much  wider  range  than  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated, by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  true 
nature  of  the  bill.   Gentlemen,  however,  bad 
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entirely  mist^en  the  character  of  the  measare* 
Both  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
gentleman  from  I^uiaiana,  had  wholly  mis- 
taken the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded. 
The  Committee  on  Manufactures  were  told  that 
very  extensive  frauds  were  practised  at  the 
custom  houses,  by  which  the  protecting  duties 
on  domestic  dotbs  were  evaded,  and  tho  inten- 
tions of  the  law  of  18S4  practically  defteted, 
tmd  rendered  of  none  effect.  They  were  asked 
to  apply  a  remedy,  and  they  esteemed  it  of 
great  importance  to  do  it.  It  was  obrioosly  ia 
vain  to  iocrease,  with  this  view,  the  ad  tdwrtm 
duty :  for,  however  it  might  be  increased,  the 
same  evasion  would  still  be  practised.  Being 
convinced  of  this,  the  Committee  on  Mant^bc- 
tures  considered  what  else  could  be  done,  and 
they  adopted  the  minimum  principle,  as  the 
only  remaining  expedient.  Yet,  to  make  a 
regular  ascending  scale  of  minimum  prices, 
with  small  differences  between  them,  wodd 
open  a  door  for  precisely  the  same  fiwida :  for 
every  foreign  manufacturer,  whose  goods  were 
in  reality  above  any  one  of  these  minimum 
prices,  would  endeavw  to  introduce  them  as 
below  it ;  and  there  was  no  guard  against  th^ 
but  to  make  the  space  between  the  prices  so 
lat^  as  to  render  this  impossible.  Tne  com- 
mittee are  fully  aware  that  the  space  between 
40  cents  and  250  cents  is  great ;  but  they  were 
also  aware  that  goods  of  uie  intermediate  value 
are  already  supplied,  and  can  be  made  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  fblly  to  satisfy  tiie  market. 
Had  they  interposed  an  intermediate  price, 
none  of  tbe  existing  difficulties  would  have 
been  remedied.  The  motion  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  proposes  delay — but  what 
is  it  that  is  to  be  ddoyed  I  The  protectton 
property  to  the  amount  of  100,000,000,  wlueh 
IS  now  Jeopardized  and  soffbring  by  frand. 
The  memorialists  tell  us,  their  pi^ierty  is  suf- 
fering—is sinking.  Unst  we  win  t  till  it  IS 
sunk,  till  it  has  perished,  uid  th«i  come  here 
next  year  to  l^slate  for  its  protection  t  Is 
tills  our  duty !  These  same  memorialists  are 
onr  countrymen — our  constituents.  So  much 
comity,  at  least,  is  due  to  them,  as  to  inquire 
whether  the  statements  they  have  made  are 
true.  It  is  said,  that  tiiere  is  a  want  of  time 
to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  derive  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  act  upon  it.  Is  the  sub- 
ject new?  Is  this  House  taken  by  surprise f 
If  it  is,  I  am  as  ready  to  agree  to  delay  as  tbe 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — ^but  the  fact  is 
not  so.  Hiis  snbject  has  been  publicly  sfitated 
for  montiiB  befive  we  met  It  nas  been  ufgdy 
cUscnssed  in  ^e  public  papers.  Meetings  have 
been  held,  and  memorials  have  been  publislKd, 
with  notice  that  they  would  be  presented  to 
this  House.  Those  memorials  have  followed 
us  here,  and  have  been  heaped  upon  our  table 
from  day  to  day.  They  have  been  referred  to 
a  Standuig  Committee  of  the  House,  and  a  bill 
has  been  reported,  two  weeks  ago — printed, 
and  laid  upon  tbe  tibles  of  the  members.  Can 
we  BOW  be  told,  that  this  is  a  new  snltieotl 
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That  the  Hotue  knows  nothing  abont  it  t  That 
it  has  been  taken  by  sarprise,  and  has  not  now 
time  to  come  to  any  understanding  of  the  mat- 
ter? Was  not  this  very  subject  discussed  in 
1894!  and,  if  farther  facts  are  necessary,  is 
there  not  abundant  time  to  obtain  them  ?  The 
objectioc,  then,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time, 
is  not  worthy  of  regard.  What  sabjeot  of 
creater  moment  is  on  the  table  of  the  House  I 
Kot  only  the  mano&otorers,  bnt  all  the  grow- 
ers of  wool — not  only  the  manofactnring,  bnt 
the  agricoltoral  interest,  have  a  deep  interest 
in  the  bill.  Ther  are  oar  conatitiwnts — they 
cry  to  ns  for  relief— I  hope  we  shall  not  be  deaf 
to  their  entreaty. 

Hi.  CuavELSsa  said  that  the  vote  jost 
taken  famished  anotiier  evidence  of  the  im- 
petuodty  with  which  the  Mends  of  the  bill 
were  disposed  to  force  it  npon  the  House.  The 
gentlemen  tell  ns  abont  frauds,  sud  he,  but  say 
nothing  of  how  they  are  committed.  Thoy 
say  tiieir  object  is  not  to  increase  the  duty,  bat 
only  to  secure  the  coUectiou  of  the  duty.  I 
have  listened  attentively  to  all  they  have  ad- 
vanoed,  and  I  cannot  say  leas  than  tnat,  in  my 
jodgment,  the  Hoase  is  imposed  upon,  if  that 
Is  tiiGngbt  to  be  the  object  of  the  MIL  The 
very  disoassion  of  the  subject  has  a  ruinous 
effect  U  this  debate  goes  oa  fw  one  week, 
n>ecnlations  will  take  place  in  wooUen  goods  to 
the  amount  of  millions  of  dollars.  The  object 
of  tiie  bill  is  prohibition — nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  bill,  either  in  its  form  or  sab- 
stance,  which  will  operate  to  ensure  tiie  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  It  goes,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  annihilate  the  revenue.  If,  however^  the 
House  is  determined  to  go  into  the  question,  I 
am  prepared  to  meet  it;  yet,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, I  must  tell  him  that  I  would  rather  take 
the  Tariff  of  1824,  with  all  tta  compromises, 
than  the  bill  now  proposed.  That  whole  Tariff 
bill  was  nothing  to  this ;  with  all  its  various 
and  midtiplied  proviuons,  it  did  not  affbct  the 
oonutry  half  s«  much  as  this  bill  wQl  affect  it 
I  call  on  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  to 
tell  na,  for  they  have  not  yet  told  us,  how 
much  duty  it  is  that  they  intend  to  put  npon 
tiiese  goods.  I  ask,  bow  much  per  cent  npon 
the  price  their  new  duty  is  intended  to  de- 
mand? We  have  no  report — no  calculation. 
When  the  Tariff  bill  of  1824  was  brought  into 
the  House,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Uanaiiactnres,  (for  whom,  however  I  may  have 
differed  from  him  in  opinion,  I  ever  cherish  the 
greatest  personal  respect,)  gave  to  the  Honse  a 
statement,  exhibiting^  la  one  oolomn,  the  exist- 
ing duty,  and  in  another,  the  daty  proposed. 
Tms  afforded  the  House  some  data  to  go  by — 
it  enabled  them,  in  some  measure,  to  judge  of 
the  effect  of  tiie  bill ;  bnt  now  we  have  not 
one  item  to  guide  us. 

[Here  tha  debate  close^ibr  tiiis  day.} 

J 


TusBDAT,  January  28. 
Dutist  on  Wool  and  WooVmu. 
The  question  pending  before  the  House  being 
on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Buobanak,  <tf  Pennsylvar' 
nia,  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  fnnn  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  the  proteoti(»i  of 
Woollen  Mana&ctures — 

Mr.  DvioBT  sud  he  thoaght  there  were 
some  positions  taken  on  yesterday  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  0am- 
BBBLEXo,)  which  required  particmar  notice; 
and  he  felt  himself  inclined  to  examine  these 
positions  with  more  particularity,  since  they 
came  from  a  quarter  which  might  be  supposed 
to  carry  no  ordinary  degree  of  sanction.  And 
tUlat  was  from  the  ci^  of  New  York— 4lie 
great  ofHnmercial  emponnm  of  tiie  Union. 

The  honcnvble  gentleman  still  innsts  that  toe 
Committee  ot  Manufactures  were  imposed  on. 
By  what  power,  from  what  source,  he  would 
ask?  Were  they  not  composed  of  enlightened 
men,  selected  from  the  different  quarters  of  tiie 
Union,  for  their  particular  fitness  for  the  duties 
of  the  station?  Had  they  not  made  a  most 
elaborate  investig:ation  of  the  evil  which  the 
petitioners  wishud  to  have  redressed?  and  had 
they  not,  after  great  deliberation,  reported  the 
bill  upon  the  table,  to  roitic^te,  or,  perh^s, 
totally  to  avoid  that  evil  ?  But  the  honorable 
gcntieman  had  asked,  where  were  the  dettuled 
and  q>ecifiG  statements  of  the  ohiuiman  of  the 
committee,  upon  which  the  House  and  the  nsr 
tion  could  form  their  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  proposed?  One  of  the  strong 
reasons,  he  confessed,  which  operated  npon  hia 
own  mind,  to  induce  him  to  oppose  discharg- 
ing of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill,  was,  that,  as 
yet  no  opportunity  had  been  offered  to  the  hon- 
orable Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures, to  go  into  an  explanation,  in  detml,  of 
the  operation  of  the  several  provisions  of  his 
bill;  and  yet  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
New  York,  while  he  refused  that  opportunity 
to  ezpliun,  would  &in  present  ^  ^  ground  <» 
complaint  that  no  explanation  had  as  yet  been 
mode.  The  committee  had  stated,  in  the  gen- 
eral, the  strong  and  unanswerable  grounds  upon 
which  the  bill  was  founded,  to  wit:  tnst 
frauds  to  an  alarming  extent  had  been  ooni'- 
mitted  upon  the  revenue — frauds  which,  while 
they  diminished  tlie  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
operated  most  extensively  to  embarrass  that 
invaluable  branch  of  our  home  Industry — the 
woollen  manufacture.  But  he  has  said,  sir, 
that  this  affords  another  evidence  of  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  House  was  disposed 
to  rush  into  legislation.  Where,  sir,  he  would 
ask,  is  this  evidence?  Was  not  tlio  half  of 
that  period  which  the  law  has  devoted  to  the 
annual  legislation  of  this  great  country,  suffi- 
cient to  mature  a  set  of  provisions  by  which 
the  established  principles  of  our  national  pol- 
icy were  to  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Had 
not  the  Tariff  of  18M,  alter  th^  fullest  Asooa- 
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moo,  settled  the  extent  of  protection,  which 
the  nation  were  willing  to  afibrd  to  this 
.  branch  ?  and  were  we  not,  in  good  faith,  now 
colled  upon  to  guard  that  protection  against 
the  evasions  compluned  oft   It  this  was  pre- 
cipitancy, to  discuss  a  bill  after  six  weeks  of 
-  maturing  in  committee,  aiuL  before  the  House,* 
where  could  Iw  found  l^o  endence  of  our  de- 
liberation 9   What  would  become  of  the  bill 
for  occlusion  of  the  British  colonial  ports  ? — a 
measure  of  bo  much  importonoe  that  it  may  in- 
volve us  in  all  the  calomlUes  of  war  with  the 
most  powerful  nation  of  Europe.   And  yet,  if 
he  was  not  mistaken,  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  was  one  of  that  committee,  who  pro- 
posed a  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  bill  alluded  to.   If  this  is  pre- 
cipitancy, sir,  we  may  as  well  a^onm  at  once, 
and  say  that  a  three  months'  sesuon  is  too 
abort  for  deliberate  legislation.  Tor  his  part, 
be  thought  that  no  haste,  oonnstent  with  a 
competent  understanding  of  the  subject,  was 
too  great,  where  you  were  called  npon  to  legis- 
late for  the  relief  of  a  branch  of  industry 
which  employed  70,000  of  the  people,  and  60 
or  60  millions  of  the  ciqiital  of  your  country. 
The  very  facts  stated  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, went  for  to  show,  that  no  such  opposition 
or  alarm  existed,  in  regard  to  the  measure,  as 
he  hod  attempted  to  show.   He  hod  written,  it 
seems,  a  dozen  letters  to  Kew  York,  and  to  hut 
one  of  them  he  had  received  an  answer.  And 
what,  sir,  is  the  inference  i    Clearly,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  the  interest  taken  in  the  question 
■among  the  enlightened  merchants  o£  New  York 
was  not  such  as  tLe  gentleman  had  declared. 
.And,  wh^  yoQ  are  informed  that  four-fifths  of 
the  importing  woollen  trade  in  car  own  ports, 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  there  Is  an  obvi- 
OTis  reason  why  the  gentleman^s  oorre^ondents 
are  indifferent  to  the  measures  which  are 
adopted  to  prevent  impomtions  under  it  Tlie 
honorable  gentleman  has  made  the  extraordi- 
nary assertion,  that  this  measure  ia  of  more 
importance  than  all  the  Tariff  of  18M.  'Wliat, 
sir,  is  a  bill,  affecting  at  most  the  duties  to  be 
collected  on  four  millions  cff  woollen  goods,  to 
be  compared  with  the  great  system  by  which 
articles  yielding  a  revenue  of  twenty  millions, 
were  laid  under  new  and  increased  duties? 
The  gentleman  could  not  seriously  intend  such 
an  assertion.  A  change  of  intisB  npon  almost 
tiie  whole  imports  of  a  coontiy,  to  be  com- 

Cd  with  a  oliange  which  only  affected  the 
prioed  broadcloths  and  kerseymeres  1 
Mr.  HailX  stated,  that  nothing  but  an  impe- 
rious sense  of  duty  co^d  have  induced  him  to 
submit  any  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  tho 
llouse.  We  are  now  discussing  the  propriety 
of  dischoi^ing  the  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  fartlier  consideration  of  this  bilL  We 
are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  its  merits  at 
this  session.  It  is  well  knonn  that  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  was  not  repre- 
sented upon  this  floor  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  i  ooosequently  bosiness  of  much  in- 


[•Ximuun',  IBSr, 

terest  to  that  Btate  was  not  acted  upm.  No 
one  conceived  that  this  measore  would  be  seri- 
ously a^i^tated  at  this  session.   The  opinion  has 
prevailed  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  that  this  session  would  be  excla- 
uvely  devoted  to  business — business  her^ofore 
presented  to  this  House,  and  which  had  not 
been  at^  npon  at  the  last  session.  8o 
as  the  public  prints  are  any  evidence,  thej 
generally  indulged  in  the  h<^  that  no  sn^eot 
would  arise  caicnlated  to  produce  excitranent^ 
and  have  a  tendency  to  consume  that  time  that 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  subjects  that  have  long 
slept  upon  your  table,  and  are  likely  to  share  a 
similar  bad  fortune,  if  this  bill  is  taken  up. 
The  question  addresses  itself  to  this  House, 
whether  all  the  variety  of  bills  now  upon  your 
table  shall  yield  ^rece^nce  to  tbis ;  whether 
measures  of  essential  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, shall  lie  over  another  session,  to  give  con- 
sideration to  this  bill;  whether  we  shall  be 
taken  by  surprise  and  fomei  into  a  discosrion,  ^ 
without  bifonnati<«i  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment,  or  from  any  other  source,  as  to  Hm 
effect  of  this  measure  upon  our  revenue — and 
without  being  fortified  with  information  from 
our  constituenta    Courte^  should  dictate  to 
the  members  who  urge  this  measure,  that 
something  is  due  to  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try.  Bilu  of  ^at  magnitnde  are  yet  to  be 
acted  upon.   Sixty  or  seventy  private  bills  lie 
upon  yonr  table.   Mr.  H.  said  we  are  bound  to 
do  justice  to  individuals  who  have  w^ted  year 
after  year  for  the  settlement  of  their  just  de- 
mands against  the  Government,  so  long  with- 
held from  th«n.   The  bill  for  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy;  tJie  approprii^on  bills: 
the  Inll  top  the  ranovi^  of  tne  Indians  west  of 
the  river  Misedssippi,  is  yet  to  be  acted  upon— 
a  measore  of  deep  interest  to  the  new  States — 
a  measure  of  great  importance  to  the  State  be 
(Mr.  H.)  represented   A  bill  for  the  gradui^ 
tion  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  remains  also 
yet  to  be  acted  npon — besides  other  measures 
of  deep  interest  to  tho  welfai^  of  other  sec- 
tions of  country.   Mr.  H.  further  stated,  that 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to 
every  one,  that  this  measure,  if  token  np^ 
would  consume  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
Mr.  H.  appealed  to  the  generosity  of  the 
HoQse,  to  say  ezpliintly  wbeuier  other  secUons 
of  country  should  not  be  heard  at  tlUa  session, 
upon  other  sul^eeta  ol  as  deep  interest  as  the 
one  now  proposed.   The  House,  said  Mir.  H., 
oogbt  not  to  be  hurried  into  this  measure.  It 
is  not  called  for  by  tiie  expression  of  publio 
opinion.   In  &ct,  the  Southern  people  did  not 
dream  that  this  measure  would  be  serionsly 
urged.   Mr.  H.,  in  conclusion,  stated  that  he 
was  fearful,  if  this  measure  was  taken  up,  the 
balance  of  this  ses^on  would  be  consumed  in 
debate ;  and  other  bUNness  of  great  importance 
would  share  the  cold  neglect  it  met  with  at  the 
last  sesaon — he,  therefore,  beped  the  commit- 
tee would  be  disdiorged  from  tlie  further  con- 
sideration oi  the  snbject. 


ArffM  on  Wool  end  WooUeni. 
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ICr.  MnoHBLi^  of  floath  Oarolins,  said  that 
the  friends  of  the  bill  were  nnneceBsprilj  pro- 
tracting the  debate.  The  Ohnir  had  stated  that 
the  real  (jnestion  before  the  Honse  was,  wheth- 
er the  bill  slionld  remain  with  the  committee, 
or  be  put  to  the  Hoose  f  The  enemies  of  the 
bill  had  snpported  the  discharge  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  its  final  postponement. 
If  that  qaestion  were  pnt,  the  House  would 
then  decide  on  its  coarse,  either  to  discnss  the 
bill  on  its  merits,  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  it. 
Such  a  decision  would  relieve  the  public  mind 
from  its  anxious  suspense,  and  prevent  those 
fatal  roecnlations  which  the  gentleman  from 
Now  York  (Mr.  OAMBBXLiiro)  had  yesterdaj 
anticipated.  Mr.  1L  said  he  lud  token  differ- 
ent views  of  this  question  from  those  who 
agreed  wiUi  him  Id  opinion.  His  opposition 
was  not  so  mnch  to  the  increase  ot  the  duties 
on  wooOeos.  He  thanked  Qod  that,  exorbi- 
tant as  they  were,  the  laboring  poor  conld  pay 
them.  We  lived  in  a  land  where  subsist^ce 
was  cheap  and  employment  abundant,  and 
where  every  industrions  man,  no  matter  what 
his  pursuit,  could  snpply  himself  with  the  com- 
forts of  life.  We  are  not  reduced  to  such  a 
state  of  wretched  impoverishment  as  that  in- 
dustry should  want  the  means  to  pay  revenue. 
But  his  objections  were  of  greater  importance, 
and  demanded  the  most  serious  attention.  The 
bill  presented  two  principles,  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  completely  alter  the  character  of 
our  internal  and  external  policy.  In  one  of 
these  principles,  it  differed  from  the  Tariffs  of 
1789,  of  1616,  and  of  1824.  They  taxed  the 
consomer  in  proportion  to  the  value  and  quan- 
tity of  the  articles  which  he  consumed.  He 
who  enjoyed  most  was  to  pay  most.  This  was 
all  riglit.  It  operated  equ^ly  on  all  classes, 
and  left  each  at  liberty  to  pay  so  much  of  the 
duty  03  he  pleased,  or  could  afford.  But  the 
bill  proposes  ttie  reverse  of  this.  It  taxes  the 
poor  and  exempts  the  rich;  it  throws  the 
whole  burthen  of  the  duty  on  the  productive 
laborer,  while  those  who  enjoy  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  are  mere  drones  in  tlie  hive,  are 
relieved  from  its  exorbitancy.  Tliis  was  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  taxation  and  Boand 
policy.  If  it  was  right  with  r^ard  to  a  tax 
on  consamption,  it  woold  be  right  with  r^rd 
to  a  tax  on  property.  Bat,  is  the  Honse  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  tbey  would  adopt  it  in  the 
assessment  of  direct  taxes?  Would  the  people 
submit  to  an  imposition  of  the  kind  ?  There 
they  could  see  and  feel  it.   They  could  com- 

Eare  what  they  pmd  with  what  others  paid, 
[ere  they  cannot.  But  the  bill  goes  further. 
It  affects  our  foreign  relations,  and  makes  a 
direct  attack  on  commerce  and  navigation.  It 
is  admitted  that  the  duty  amounts  to  a  prohi- 
bition— to  an  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article 
from  onr  markets.  And  are  we  prepared  to 
jeopardize  or  limit  those  great  interests  f  Gen- 
tlemen had  said  that  ue  bill  was  intended 
merely  to  prevent  the  frands  practised  under 
the  Tariff  of  1884.    It  was  no  Booh  thing. 


[H.  or  B. 

This  was  a  mere  pretence.  It  increased  the 
average  dnty  feom  SS^  per  cent  to  SO  per  cent 
The  manufacturers  hm  petitioned  for  an  in- 
crease to  80  per  cent.  They  wished  to  exclude 
all  foreign  competition — to  monopolize  the 
home  markets,  llr.  M.  said  he  was  anxions 
that  the  Hoose  should  proceed  to  a  decidve 
vote. 


Wbdsssdat,  January  24. 
Dst^f  and  Dumb  Aiylam$. 

Mr.  WtTKTs  moved  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania Institntions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
which  bill  had  passed  throngh  a  Committee  « 
the  whole  House,  and  now  lay  upon  the  table. 
The  motion  prevailed — ayes  60,  noes  68. 

The  Ohair  stated  the  question  pending,  to  be 
on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  whitk, 
Delegate  from  Florida,  to  the  proviso  in  the 
bill,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  require  that  the 
land  granted  by  the  bill  to  these  institutions, 
instead  of  being  reserved  to  them  for  five 
years,  should  be  exposed  to  sale  by  the  Ras- 
ter and  Receiver,  at  the  first  enraing  sale  <tf 
public  lond. 

Mr.  WcKTs  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
troTo.  Florida  would,  on  refiection,  have  aban- 
doned his  amendment  The  situation  of  these 
institutions  (he  could  answer  at  least  for  Uiat 
in  Pennsylvania)  was  snoh,  as  would  induce 
them  to  avail  themselves  of  as  speedy  a  sale  as 
possible  of  the  lands  which  might  he  granted 
them  without  incnrring  an  entire  sacrifice.  He 
could  not,  to  be  sure,  expect  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Florida  would  rely  on  this  assertion 
as  a  BufBcient  guarantee.  That  gentleman  had 
urged,  and  not  without  an  appearance  of  rea- 
son, that  there  were  two  grants  already  within 
the  limits  of  his  Territory,  the  lands  in  which 
were  withheld  from  market,  to  the  ii^ury  of 
the  settiement  of  the  country.  But  this  ob- 
jection did  not  apply  to  other  Territories, 
which  were  mnch  more  extensive,  and  which 
afforded  ample  space  for  the  contemplated 
grant,  without  any  injury  whatever.  And,  if 
the  gentieman  would  so  modify  his  amendment 
as  to  make  it  apply  to  Florim  alone,  he  (Ifr. 
W.)  wmild  not  oppose  the  amendment  in  tiiat 
shape.  He  expected  this  much  from  the  sin> 
cerity  of  the  gentieman,  as  he  had  professed 
himself  friendly  to  the  general  olject  ef  the 
bill,  and  opposed  wly  to  its  operation  within 
his  own  Territory. 

Mr.  White  replied,  that  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  general  measure,  provided  the 
interests  of  that  Territory  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  were  secured  from  ityury. 
But  that  Territory  was  the  most  exposed  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States ;  and  aithough  tt  con- 
tained  much  luid  of  the  first  qadtty,  jet,  it 
was  notorious  that  the  good  land  did'  not  lie  \a 
large  bodies,  bnt  was  scattered  through  d^Btsr- 
ent  parts  of  the  eonntir.  If  a  gr«tt  to  the 
amotmt  of  that  conton^f^  in  tM  bill  shoold 
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be  witliheld  from  market  for  five  years,  it 
would  be  productive  of  very  injurious  codbg- 
qaences.  One  large  tract  had  already  been 
granted  within  that  Territory  to  General  La- 
feyette,  and  another  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum  of  Kentucky.  If  the  United  Stat^ 
chose  to  proceed  ia  thia  course  of  legi^ation, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say  any  thing  against  it 
All  he  wished  was,  aach  a  modification  of  the 
bill  as  Bhoald  fix  the  location  of  any  farther 
grants  elsewhere  than  in  Florida.  The  people 
of  the  Territory  complained  very  heavily  of 
what  had  already  been  done ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  Government  would  not  continue  to 
multiply  these  grants  amoag  them,  till  all  the 
good  land  whioh  remuned  should  be  taken  up. 

Kr.  PowBLL  inquired  of  the  Delegate,  the 
existing  value  of  lands  in  that  Territory,  and 
what  would  be  the  value  of  a  township,  if  now 
eiposed  to  sale  ? 

Mr.  "Whitk  replied,  that,  from  the  nature  of 
the  coontry,  it  would  be  very  difficnit  to  get 
an  entire  township  consisting  Uirooghoat  of 
good  land.  The  sues  of  the  pablio  lands  were 
at  ft-om  one  dollar  twenty-firo  cents  to  five  dol- 
lars, and  portions  of  the  good  land  now  sold  as 
high  as  SIX  and  seven  doUiu^  The  value  of  a 
township  would  depend  entirely  npon  where  it 
shoald  be  located. 

Mr.  GovAN  saw  no  reason  why  the  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  should  have  any 
preference  in  this  matter,  and  wished  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill ;  but  the  Chair  pro- 
nounced the  motion  out  of  order  nutil  the 
Bouse  should  havo  decided  npon  that  now  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  Whitb  modified  his  amendment  "by  in- 
Berting  the  words  "  and  if  any  of  the  add  lands 
shidl  be  located  in  Uta  Territory  of  Hor^ 
then,"&c. 

Mr.  McCoT  said  t^at  the  desire  of  the  Dele- 
gate from  Florida  to  protect  his  own  TeiTitoiy 
was  very  proper,  anc^  if  the  bill  must  pass  at 
all,  he  thou^t  it  ought  to  pass  with  that 
amendment.  It  appeared  to  him,  however, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  fast 
getting  down  to  be  a  mere  corporation  for  local 
purposes.  If  he  were  not  opposed  to  this 
grant  in  every  sliape,  he  Ehonld  move  to  amend 
the  bill  by  substituting  '*  a  sum  of  money^ "  for 
"a  tract  of  land."  Names,  indeed,  might 
Bometimes  change  tSiingB,  but  the  object  of 
these  petationers,  and  of  the  bill,  was  money. 
Bnt  where  coold  the  authority  be  fonnd,  which 
empowered  Congress  to  make  grants  of  money, 
or  of  land,  which  was  bnt  another  name  for 
money,  to  this  and  to  that  corporation,  or  to 
this  and  to  that  individual,  as  a  gift  ?  If  this 
was  the  doctrine  maintained,  he  bought  it 
would  be  a  saviQg  of  time  to  go  directly  into 
a  provision  for  all  the  poor  of  we  country,  and 
to  divide  among  them  at  once,  not  only  all  the 
public  lands,  hut  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury, 
and  not  to  be  preferring,  as  they  now  were, 
certain  favorite  corporations  before  others. 
He  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Honse  coold 


[Jaxiubt,  1  W. 

agree  to  dispense  with  the  bill  altogether — ^but 
if  they  coold  not  do  this,  then  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentkman  from 
Florida. 

Hr.  CoNWAT,  the  Delegate  from  Arkansas 
Territory,  said  he  should  prefer  having  the 
provision  made  general,  and  not  let  the  beoefit 
of  the  amendment  be  craifined  to  Florida  akme. 
If  the  Hoose  shonid  r^eot  the  present  amoid* 
ment,  he  would  then  oSer  another,  which  he 
had  prepared  with  thia  view. 

Hr.  WuBTB  said,  although  he  had  no  objeo- 
tion  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Florida,  as  now  modified,  yet  he  shonid  cer- 
tainly prefer  the  bill  without  any  amendment 
at  all,  and  he  should  rejoice  if  the  House 
should  r^ect  every  amendinent  whidi  altered 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  assenting  to  the 
amendment  as  modified,  he  had  been  eovemed 
only  by  a  denre  to  accommodate  the 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  WinTs  siud,  if  this  amendment  should 
not  prevail,  he  most  protest  against  the  blQ 
alto^ther.  It  was  oalonlated  to  do  great  in- 
justice to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  If  this 
polity  should  proceed,  aQ  the  best  lands  in  that 
coontry  would,  by  degrees,  be  covered  with 
grants  from  without;  the  lands  of  whidi 
would  not  be  sold  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
law,  but  would  be  held  up  by  private  corpora- 
tions, and  companiea  "Why  must  this  particu- 
lar Territory  be  selected  for  every  grant  of  this 
description  ?  The  inevitable  eft'ect  of  this  sys- 
tem, would  bo  to  prolong  the  periods  dariug 
which  the  Territory  mnst  be  kept  in  servitade. 
He  asked  if  it  was  just;  if  it  was  £ur  to  pur- 
sue such  a  oonrse  in  relatitm  to  one  particiilar 
Territoiy,  and  that  the  most  exposed  frontier 
In  the  Unitm  t  To  the  south,  were  the  Semi- 
nole Indians — to  the  north,  the  Creek  tribes — 
on  the  east,  the  Atlantic — and  on  the  west,  the 
Golf  of  Florida.  If  any  Territoiy  needs  to  be 
sb^ngtbened  by  popnlaticm,  ihia  Territory  had 
a  pre-eminent  claim.  Bnt,  if  grants  were  mul- 
tiplied npon  grants,  and  all  the  good  lands  were 
tied  up  in  the  hands  of  private  companies,  and 
literary  institutions,  when  would  it  be  peo- 
pled ?  and  when  would  it  over  reach  the  privi- 
leges of  a  State  ?  Mr.  "W.  here  repeated  and 
insisted  on  the  arguments  be  had  before  niged. 
The  grant  to  the  Kentacky  Asylum  had  been 
pressed  in  the  Senate,  where  the  Territory  liad 
no  Bepresentativo ;  and  thus  the  bill  had 
passed  mto  a  law.  The  grant  to  Lafayette,  in 
the  immolate  Ticinity  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, left  a  district  of  six  miles  square  a  per- 
fect wilderness.  The  bill  proposes  to  give 
twenty-four  thousand  acres.  To  take  that 
quantity  of  good  land  in  any  one  spot,  woold 
completely  break  up  a  neighborhood,  and  hin- 
der its  settlement  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
He  presumed  that  it  might  be  granted  in  Ar- 
kansas, or  Michigan,  wiUiont  a  like  injury. 

Mr.  ViNTos  insisted  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  would  be  not  to  keep  their  lands 
ox>en  for  the  improvement    the  actoal  settlers, 
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bnti  oa  the  omtoary,  to  throw  them  into  flie 
luuds  (tf  ipeeulaton,  vho  would  withhold 
than  tram  settlement  much  longer  than  the 
time  contemplated  by  tlie  bill.  The  amend- 
ment Bays  that  the  land  should  be  disposed  of 
bj  the  Beeister  and  Keceiver  at  the  first  sole  of 
pnbHo  luid.  Now,  it  was  notorious  to  all  per- 
sons aeqn^ted  with  the  affairs  of  the  pnblio 
lands,  Uiat  at  those  sales,  10,  20,  and  even  40 
times  as  mnch  land  was  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, as  was  actually  sold.  The  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  offering  these  lands  at  sach  a  sale, 
must  be  their  entire  sacrifice.  They  were  lim- 
ited by  no  minimum  price,  as  the  pnblio  lands 
were.  They  were  not  Bare  of  bringing  the 
dollar  and  a  quarter.  They  mif^t  sdl  for  tea 
oente  or  five  cents  an  acre,  shcrald  no  more  be 
o&red;  and  the  persons  who  thna  pnrchased 
Qteta  woi^d  hoUl  them  back  from  settlement 
for  purposes  of  qvecnlation.  For  his  part,  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  grant  in  this  blU 
should  be  located  in  any  of  the  Territories. 
He  had  no  objections  to  its  being  fixed  In  the 
State  of  Ohio,  for  he  did  not  consider  it  as  at 
all  operating  to  keep  down  the  settlement  of 
the  country.  So  far  from  objecting  to  the 
allowance  of  five  years  for  the  sale,  his  objec- 
tion, on  the  contrary,  was,  that  the  land  was 
obliged  to  be  sold  within  that  time.  All  per- 
sons acqn^nted  with  the  state  of  our  new 
lands,  knew  that,  in  the  oldest  districts,  even 
in  the  State  oi  Ohio,  there  were  more  lands  in 
mA-ket  than  conld  M  sold  in  thirty  years ;  he 
admitted  thatif^  in  the  natural  progress  of  set- 
tlement, the  lands  granted  were  ukely  to  be 
taken  up  within  the  five  years,  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Slorida  would  apply. 
But  8U^  was  not  the  fact.  The  progr^  of 
settlement  was  for  from  being  so  rapid.  A 
compulsory  sale,  even  at  the  end  of  five  years, 
must  result  in  a  sacrifice.  Bat  gentlemen  had 
every  security  against  unnecessary  delay.  The 
interest  of  these  institutions  would  induce  them 
to  make  sale  of  their  lands  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble ;  while,  so  long  as  they  remmned  unsold, 
they  were  subject  to  taxation,  and  were  only  a 
burden  instead  of  a  benefit:  this  matter  had 
been  fiaUjr  tnoA  in  the  State  from  whence  he 
came.  Beservations  had  there  been  granted 
fbr  the  support  of  schools,  and  no  eflbrts  had 
Boeceedod  in  making  them  of  any  valae  to  that 
end ;  insomuch  that  the  State  had  applied  for 
leave  to  sell  them,  and  they  hod  actually  been 
sold.  It  was  next  to  impossible  to  rent  lands 
in  a  new  conntry.  No  man  would  consent  to 
settle  03  a  renter,  who  conld,  by  a  little  labor, 
attain  the  fee  simple  of  the  soil.  The  institu- 
tions, tiierefore,  would  be  glad  to  sell  their  lands 
as  soon  as  they  could  obtain  a  reasonable  price. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WniTB,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Gov  AN  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  spe- 
cies of  l<^lsIation;  but,  if  the  House  deter- 
mined to  eo  into  this  system,  he  wldiwi,  at 
least,  to  mucd  it  as  «nieral  as  possible,  with 
this  view,  he  oflforea  an  Mny»»im^tj  the  e&ot 
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of  which,  if  agreed  to,  would  be,  to  include  ta 
the  beneficial  provisiona  of  this  act,  the  Lnn»> 
tic  Asylum  at  Ofdmnbta,  in  Sooth  Oarolina. 

Ur.  BASTunr  thereapon  <^teed  the  foUow- 
ing  amendment  to  the  *T»ywMiinCTit  of  Mr* 
Qotah: 

And  to  such  literary  institutions  In  every  other 
State  in  the  Union  as  such  State  shall  direct.'** 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  YiigiQia,  objected  to  the  lat- 
ter amendment,  because  it  went  to  inclode 
States  which  hod  already  received  their  town- 
ship of  land. 

Mr.  OwxN  said  he  was  opposed  t<>  this  pol- 
icy ;  but  since  it  seemed  the  determination  of 
the  Hoose  to  pursue  it,  be  thooght  that  the 
same  proriuoa  ought  to  be  made  for  aU  insti- 
tutions oi  this  character  which  already  existed, 
and  for  those  hereafter  to  be  founded ;  for  if 
OongrcBS  waited  till  these  Bendnaries  should 
actually  have  arisen  in  all  the  States,  the  good 
land  within  its  control  might,  by  this  time, 
have  all  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  "Wfets  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was  founded 
on  the  assumption  that  the  grants  contemplated 
by  the  bill  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
within  which  the  institutions  happened  to  be 
located.  This  was  not  the  cose ;  and  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  bill  on  any  such  principle. 
The  bin  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  States 
of  FwuiBylvania  and  Kev  York,  as  States,  but 
of  an  unfortunate,  destitute,  and  helpless  por- 
tion of  the  community,  within  a  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  And  he  would  remind  tiie 
gentleman  tnm  New  Hamp«hire,  that,  for 
these  unfortunate  beings  within  the  six  New 
England  States,  (one  of  which  he  represents,) 
ample  providon  had  already  been  made,  by  a 
prant  similar  in  'character  to  that  now  asked 
for.  It  would  bo  mere  folly  to  establish  insti- 
tutions of  tills  description  in  each  State  of  this 
Union;  and  it  would  be  still  worse  to  make 
grants  where  there  are  no  institutions  in  exist- 
ence ;  and  ho  apprehended  that  the  gentieman 
from  New  Hampshire  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  If  be  had  thorou|^Iy  MramiBed  and 
reflected  upon  the  snlject.  In  Fennsylvonla 
and  New  York  tiiey  already  «dst>  and  are  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  Instruction  so  fiv  as 
their  means  will  enable  them  to  do  it.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  New  York  had  made  pro- 
vision for  the  education  of  her  own  indigent 
deaf  and  dumb ;  but  it  was  to  the  honcn:  ot 
Pennsylvania,  that  she  appropriated  the  sum  of 
eight  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  this  laud- 
able and  beneficent  purpose.  Here,  then,  were 
institutions  ^ready  in  existence,  and  through 
them  the  benefits  of  this  grant  would  be  ex- 
tensively diffused.  Bat  let  us  not  volunteer 
our  bounty  where  private  charity  has  done 
nothing  for  the  creation  of  an  institution.  Bfr 
fore  we  make  a  grant,  let  us  see  a  foundation 
laid— let  ns  see  an  institution  in  ftiU  operatifm. 
It  was  a  well-known  ftet  to  those  who  had  had 
the  oppOTtnnity  of  ohtciiiing  practical  knowlr 
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edge  on  the  subject,  that  private  benevolence 
most  conspire  with  the  public  bonntj,  in  order 
to  produce  a  beneficifd  result.  Individuals, 
acting  from  •humane  and  charitable  motives, 
must  ^vo  their  time,  Uieir  attenldon,  and  thdr 
labor,  to  the  ol^eot,  otherwise  an  inBtitationfor 
tiie  ednoation  m  the  deaf  and  dmnb  could  not 
flourish  anywhere ;  and  where  private  charity 
has  not  thus  been  already  at  work,  there  is 
scarcely  any  reason  to  ho^  that  it  will  be 
called  into  operation  by  our  bounfy.  He  had 
said  that  ample  provision  bad  been  made  in  the 
six  Eastern  States  for  the  education  of  this 
tmly  unfortunate  class  of  the  community.  He 
would  show  this  fact,  and  not  ask  the  House 
to  take  it  for  granted.  A  grant  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  institution  in  Connecticut; 
and,  on  the  principle  on  which  he  sustained 
this  bill,  he  con^dered  that  grant  as  made,  not 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  within  those 
Btatea,  Now,  what  was  the  nmnber  of  tii9  deaf 
and  dumb  within  those  States!  It  ooold  be  as- 
oert^ned  with  something  Ilka  oertiunty,  at  least 
with  all  the  precision  necessary  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  claims  of  other  portions 
ftf  the  Union  to  a  similar  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bartlett  said  he  regretted  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Hr.  Wurtb)  should 
have  thought  proper  to  declare,  so  unqualifi- 
edly, that  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
amendment  he  had  offered  was  folly — consiun- 
mate  folly.   [Mr.  TftJBTS  explained.] 

Mr  B.  observed  that  it  gave  him  pleasure  to 
learn  from  the  gentleman,  that  there  was  an 
escape  from  the  judgment  he  had  supposed  was 
pronounced,  inasmnch  as  an  opinion  from  so 
high  an  authority  might  have  nvea  to  Ids 
amendment  a  character  which  he  hoped  it 
might '  not  des^e.  The  gentleman  had  said, 
ths^  he  did  not  understand  the  subject.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  not  expected,  at  that 
time,  that  the  attention  of  the  House  would 
have  been  called  to  it,  but  he  hoped  that  his 
miderstanding  of  his  own  proposition  would 
save  him  from  the  error  into  which  that  gen- 
tleman kad  fallen  respecting  it  The  gentle- 
man had  said  it  was  folly  to  propose  appropri- 
ations for  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in 
States  where  they  do  not  now  exist  What^ 
ever,  sud  Mr.  B.,  may  be  the  character  of  such 
a  measure,  that  measure  Is  not  mine.  He  pro- 
posed no  aoch  thing,  and  the  whole  course  of 
the  gentleman's  remarks  were  entirely  aside 
from  Ihe  subject  His  proportion  was  not  to 
rive  to  SQoh  institutions  only,  but  to  literary 
ustitutions  in  the  different  States.  And  if 
there  were  not  in  all  the  States  such  institu- 
tions to  receive  the  boimty,  it  was  time  there 
should  be.  Why  should  donations  be  made  to 
the  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  only  ? 
Is  it  more  important  that  they  should  be  edn- 
cated  than  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  possess 
the  faculties  of  speech  and  hearing  1  Are  they 
more  poor  t  They  are,  in  all  the  probabilities 
of  life,  the  children  of  as  able  parents  as  otiiers. 


But  we  are  told  the  example  of  this  chari^ 
had  been  set  We  have  given  to  the  institu- 
tion in  Connecticut  and  in  Kentucky.  There 
was  a  reason  for  extending  aid  to  the  institu- 
tion in  OonnaetioDt,  when  it  was  established, 
whioh  doea  not  now  apply.  This  ^stem  <Mr 
education  was  then  a  new  experiment  in  tids 
country.  There  was  not  snmtdoit  confidence 
of  its  success  in  the  community  to  enable  ind^ 
vidual  effort  to  struggle  agiUnst  popular  pr^n- 
dice.  The  Goronment  gave  its  aid — ^it  has 
succeeded — and  institutions,  by  private  enter- 
prise, npon  the  principles  of  other  institotions 
for  education,  have  since  been  established,  and 
are  successful.  It  is  true,  also,  that,  at  the  last 
session,  we  made  a  like  grant  to  the  ingtitution 
in  Kentucky.  He  remembered  the  passage  at 
that  bill,  and,  from  his  own  impressions,  had  no 
doubt  that  many  were  influenced,  and  he 
tiionght  properly,  by  tiie  ailment,  rtiat  Gov- 
ernment nad  aided  in  the  establishment  of  that 
kind  tor  the  Atlantio  section  of  the  Ujuod, 
while  the  extenrave  r^on  west  of  the  A1I»> 
gjhany  was  noprovicled  for.  It  was,  in  that 
view,  ccmMderM  an  act  of  justice,  with  the  be- 
lief that  institutions  of  tiuat  character  could 
hereafter  present  no  peculiar  claims  to  national 
patronage.  He  f^t  not  less  compassion  than 
others  for  the  nnfortunato  bein^  for  whose  in- 
struction such  institutions  are  intended.  And 
he  would  not  institute  a  comparison  at  this 
time,  into  the  importancjB  of  educating  them, 
or  such  as  have  the  power  of  speech  and  he^ 
ing ;  ho  would  only  say,  that,  in  the  latter,  the 
community  have  at  least  as  deep  an  intere^ 

Mr.  CoxwAT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  GoTAir  would  not  be  adtmted,  aa 
the  territories  are  completely  excluded  from  ita 
benefit,  although  they  c^t^nly  had  as  Just  a 
claim  as  any  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  was  otmraed  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Babtixtt.  He  said  that 
the  grant,  if  made,  will  be  applied  to  literary 
institutions  in  general ;  but  a  grant  to  differrait 
States  for  this  purpose  has  not  been  called  for. 
They  have  not  asked  it.  The  bill,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  for  two  institutions  actuaUy  in  exist- 
ence— institutions  fully  organized,  and  in  ac- 
tive and  useful  operation.  A  Urge  class  of 
children,  unhappily  deprived  of  the  powers  of 
q>eech,  and  of  nearing,  are  in  a  course  of  train- 
ing, and  the  numbw  reoeiTed  is  only  Umited  hj 
the  ftmds  provided  fbr  thor  support  There 
was  a  wide  diffierenoe  between  these  ddktren 
and  panpers.  It  had  never  been  held  that  the 
States  were  under  any  obligation  to  educate 
their  deaf  and  dumb.  But  it  had  always  beai 
maintained  and  acknowledged  thtf  they  were 
bouod  to  support  ibffir  own  poor.  The  latter 
provision,  however,  was  for  the  body  merdy, 
whereas  the  noble  charity  to  be  aided  by  thia 
bill  addressed  its  invaluable  benefits  to  the 
minds.  It  is  intellect  which  is  hero  to  be  cher- 
ished and  developed — and  the  success  of  such 
an  attempt  in  respect  to  those  bom  deaf  and 
dumb,  oonfeiTed  a  jnst  devation  where  it  waa 
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nude.  The  institndoiu  (tf  this  kind  abroad 
vera  some  of  tlio  most  distiDguished,  both  in 
France  and  En^ond.  It  is  not,  by^  anj  means, 
proposed  to  provide  gratuitoas  instroction  for 
the  children  of  tbe  rich.  When  they  are  received 
into  these  seminaries,  they  are  always  received 
as  pay  scholars.  So  far  as  an  appeal  is  now 
initde  to  the  National  Government,  it  is  made 
in  behalf  of  the  poor — ^for  those  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  the  eviu  of  poverty,  Lave  superadded 
the  privation  of  speech  and  hearing.  So  sensi- 
ble had  the  State  of  New  York  been  of  tbe  im- 
portance of  providing  thia  species  of  instroc- 
tion, than  an  appropriation  had  been  made  for 
educating  a  eertahi  number  of  these  nuforta- 
Tuxea  from  each  eonnty  in  the  State.  Bnt  so 
great  was  the  number  of  the  snfifarers,  that  thia 
provision,  though  liberal,  was  insufficient.  Qeo- 
tlemen  were  greatly  mistaken  if  they  supposed 
that  tbe  benefits  of  tbe  Kew  York  Institution 
were  confined  to  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  that 
Btaie  alone.  Its  scliolars  are  received  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  of  the  world.  None 
are  rejected  whom  the  means  of  the  institution 
■wtII  allow  it  to  receive.  Institutions  of  this 
kind  were  certainly  among  the  most  charitable 
that  could  be  named.  They  aimed  at  intro- 
ducing their  unfortunate  objects,  he  would  not 
say  to  a  higher  rank  in  the  scale  of  existence, 
but  to  existenco  itself.  Their  beneficence  was 
not  local  or  partial,  hut  wide  and  general  as  the 

ftrevalcnce  of  that  evil  which  it  sought  to  re- 
ieve.  They  were  in  needy  circumstances,  and 
the  aid  bestowed  upon  them  would  go,  as  far 
as  practicable,  into  immediate  operation.  But 
the  institutions  contemplated  in  the  amendment 
of  thb  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  had 
presented  no  need — had  exhibited  no  treasury 
emptied  by  charity — nay,  some  of  them  might 
not  yet  bo  in  existence.  At  all  events,  they 
were  asking  nothing  from  the  House.  It  was 
now  known  by  an  experience  of  thirty  years,  that 
the  views  odvanecd  by  the  delegate  ftom  Floi^ 
ida  wcra  not  eorroct.  Tho  State  of  New  York 
had  made  the  same  experiment  as  has  been 
mentioned  by  the  ^ntleman  firom  Ohia  She 
hod  made  Reservations  for  the  benefit  of  her 
literary  institutions,  and  that  mode  of  benefit- 
ing them  had  proved,  in  proctice,  utterly  inefii- 
cient  and  useless.'  Those  institutions  had  all 
applied  for  leave  to  sell  tlieir  grants,  and  bad 
actually  sold  them.  They  had  proved  nothing 
but  a  bill  of  expense  on  their  hands,  and  they 
were  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  aa  soon  as  any 
reasonable  price  was  offered. 

Hr.  Mabvix  opposed  Mr.  Babtlbtt's  amend- 
ment, aa  wholly  departing  from  the  original 
ol^ects  of  the  bill,  and  opening  an  entirely  new 
field  of  legation.  If  it  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  give  to  each  State  a  township  of  land 
nir  general  purposes  of  education,  let  the  meas- 
ure be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct form.  If,  however,  he  was  not  mistaken, 
there  was  already  upon  the  table  a  bill  which  pro- 
posed to  dindo  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
fix^  this  very  purpose.  When  that  biil  was  taken 


CH.  or  R. 

up,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New 

Hampshire  would  beperttnent.  Atpresentithad 
little  to  do  with  the  original  object  of  the  bilL 
Besides,  if  any  such  general  distribution  was  to 
be  made,  it  ought  to  have  some  respect  to  the 
relative  population  of  the  States:  for  it  was 
not  reasonable  to  make  the  same  donation  to 
the  large  States  and  to  the  small.  The  questi(Hi 
was,  whether  the  Honse  would  do  any  thing 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  f  Connecticut  and  Ken- 
tucky had  already  received  its  aid,  and,  by  a 
resolution  of  tbe  latter  institution,  which  did 
honor  to  its  character,  all  the  InhaUtonts  of 
the  ytHiBj  of  the  Ubsiaripni  wen  permitted  to 
shore  in  its  benefits.  In  like  manner,  the  iiH 
Btitntion  at  New  York  did  not  c(Hifine  its  ehor* 
ity  to  citizens  of  that  State,  bnt  threw  open  its 
doors  to  all  the  world.  Ifr.  M.  after  passing  a 
just  encomium  on  the  liberality  of  his  native 
State,  in  making  apropriations  in  aiding  this 
charity,  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope,  that 
all  amendments  would  be  rejected}  and  the  bill 
passed  as  at  first  reported. 

Mr.  KiTTBBA  had  long  wished  to  see  the  object 
of  this  bill  brought  before  the  House,  and  he  re- 
gretted now  to  observe  that  it  had  found  opposers 
on  all  sides  of  the  House ;  yet  if  he  hod  been 
rightly  instructed,  a  grant  had  not  long  since 
been  made  for  eiuular  objects,  both  in  the  easi^ 
and  in  the  west.  He  asked  to  bo  informed,  on 
what  ground  ^ntlemen  were  disposed  to  deny 
the  same  privilege  to  the  centre  of  the  Union. 
Were  theso  grants  wrong  ?  On  what  principle 
were  they  wrong  I  Was  it  because  the  same 
grants  had  been  made  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  Statesf  If  there  was  any  thing  in  that 
objection  it  onght  to  have  prevailed,  bnt  it  did 
not  prevail.  Thecrants  were  mode—they  were 
rightly  mode.  Ihese  institutions  commended 
themselves  to  the  charities  of  every  man. 
They  had  been  cherished — ^warmly  cherished, 
as  far  OS  private  mnoificence  could  sustain 
them.  Bnt  private  means  had  proved  insuffi- 
dent  And  what  do  these  inmtntions  now 
ask  ?  la  it  that  a  benefit  nuqr  he  oonibrred  ex- 
clnsiTely  on  New  York  or  PennsyWania  ?  No, 
their  doors  ore  thrown  wide  to  all,  and  what 
they  receive,  they  receive  only  that  it  may  he 
distributed  to  all  without  distinction.  It  is  out 
of  the  power  of  many  of  the  States  to  have  in- 
stitutions of  this  kind,  and  those  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  ore  open  to  receive  the  pupils 
from  such  States,  Have  not  they  then  a  right 
to  come  to  this  House,  and  say,  give  the  same  aid 
to  us  as  you  have  given  to  similar  Institutions 
in  the  east  and  in  the  west  ?  When  the  unfor- 
tnnate  deaf  and  dumb  from  our  neighboring 
State  of  Delaware  shall  come  to  the  institution 
in  Philadelphia,  and  ask  to  be  received,  wiH 
you  oblige  us  to  say  to  them — we  would  gladly 
receive  yon,  but  we  hare  it  not  in  onr  power  I 
Why  is  this  amendment  now  presented  f  Is  it 
because  the  public  lands  are  at  some  day  to 
be  divided?  When  are  they  to  be  divided! 
How  t  To  whom  t  For  what  ?  No  one  can 
teU.  No  gentleman  on  the  floor  can  answer 
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the  inquii^.  The  object  of  the  amendment, 
then,  mTist  he,  to  destroy  the  bill  altogether ; 
Bach,  at  all  events,  v^ill  be  its  inevitable  e£fect 
Grants,  it  seems,  are  to  be  made  to  all  the 
States,  for  Literary  Institutions.  Literary  In- 
stitutions 1  "What  institutions  are  they  ?  Have 
they  asked  for  this  aid  ?  "Who  has  authorized 
the  bringing  forward  this  amendment  ?  Who 
has  required  it  to  be  brought  forward  !  No- 
body. Sir,  I  trast  that  these  institutions  will 
be  suffered  to  stand  on  their  own  ^iplication. 
They  have  aooompanied  Hxat  applicanon  with 
reasons  in  sopport  of  it.  We  ask  gmtlemen  to 
meet  those  reasons.  Will  gentlemen  say,  we 
refuse  this  ai^lioation,  because  we  won't  en- 
courage you  I  Because  we  do  not  approve  year 
object?  Because  we  have  no  power  to  help 
Tout  Or,  because,  when  ve  helped  others  in 
the  same  titnatlon,  we  did  wrong?  Hr.  K. 
concluded  with  expressing  his  hope,  that  the 
amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  that  the 
HoTue  would  vote  on  the  naked  question  of 
making  a  grant  to  the  two  institntions  which 
have  solicited  it. 

Ur.  Babtlett  now  moved  to  reccnnmit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
the  following  instructions : 

**  Th&t  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Fublio  Lands,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedloDcy  of  makiiw  a  general  proTiaion  for 

Einta  of  land  to  aQ  the  States  in  the  Unioo,  which 
re  not  already  recelrad  such  gnmta,  ibr  fiterary 
or  other  public  uutitutionB." 

This  motion  saperseding  the  queation  on  the 
amendment,  tiie  ^aestion  was  acccvdingly  put 
upon  the  recommitment,  and  decided  ia  the  af- 
fiimative — ayes  76,  noes  63. 

Bo  tho  bill  was  reoommltted  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  the  Pnblio  Ijanda. 


FBmjLT,  Jannary  26. 

i2M|f  and  Dumb  Atylvmt. 

On  motion  of  JSt.  Hambll,  it  vbb 

JUsolwd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic 
Xianda,  to  wfaom  has  been  referred  tho  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  New  York  and  PeDnsyWaoia  institutions 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
«^d  bill,  as  that  the  same  will  give  to  the  Centr^ 
Asylum  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  one-half  township  of 
land,  and  one-half  township  of  land  to  the  Kew 
Toric  City  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  ISoott,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Pablio  Lands, 

Hr.  MATtCTij.  explained  the  resolution,  as  not 
being  inconsistent  with  that  passed  yesterday, 
recommitting  the  whole  subject  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institutions  to  the  Land  Committee. 

Mr.  HoFFHAN  added  a  few  words  of  farther 
explanation,  stating  that  the  intention  of  the 
resolution  was  not  to  propose  any  new  grant 


[jAmUBT,  1897. 

land,  but  as  there  were  two  institutions  of  this 
kind  in  the  State  of  New  York,  it  merely 
sought  to  have  the  lands  ln,tended  for  the  ob- 
ject, in  that  State,  divided  between  them. 


Satdbdat,  January  27. 
Grants  to  the  Quapaw  Indtaru. 

Vt.  Btsono,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 
grants  of  land  made  by  the  treaty  ot  the  Ifitfa 
of  November,  1824,  with  the  Quapaw  bi^ana; 
which  was  twice  read. 

Kr.  FoBSTTH  observed  that  the  bill  (mpeared 
to  introduce  a  new  principle  and  a  new  mstruc- 
tion  in  relation  to  Indian  reserves.  He  hoped 
its  passage  to  a  third  reading  would  not  be 
pressed  until  further  time  had  been  allowed  to 
examine  its  provisions ;  and  with  that  view  he 
moved  to  lay  it  for  the  present  upon  the  table. 

Hr.  Stbono  said  that  the  bill  might  no  donbt 
be  debated,  as  other  subjects  were ;  but  he  was 
somewhat  afraid  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  lest  it 
might  not  <^ain  be  bronght  up  in  time  to  he 
acted  on.  Tfie  treaty  mfue  witii  the  Qniqpaw 
tribe  of  Indians  oontuned  an  article  whidi  pro- 
vides that  certain  amall  tracts  of  land,  amount- 
ing in  all,  to  about  a  thousand  acres,  (excepting 
two  sections  granted  to  a  chief^)  shall  be  reserv- 
ed from  cession,  and  granted  to  certain  Indians 
by  name — and  the  question  had  arisen,  wheth- 
er it  was  the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  treaty 
that  these  grants  should  be  in  fee,  or  that  they 
should  convey  only  a  life  estate.  In  other  Ka- 
ties with  Indian  mbes,  when  similar  reserves 
were  made,  the  language  was  express  that  a 
life  estate  only  was  granted.  But,  in  the  pres- 
ent treaty,  no  snch  language  was  used,  ana  the 
Oommissioner,  Hr.  urittenden,  under  whose 
negotiation  the  trea^  had  been  made,  testifies 
that  tiie  nnderstandmg  and  intentim  on  both 
sides  was,  that  these  grants  sfaoidd  be  in  fce. 
A  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  PnbUc 
Lands  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  proper 
interpretation.  A  minority  held  the  other 
opinion.  The  committee  desiring  to  cany  the 
real  intent  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  had  report- 
ed a  bill  for  that  purpose.  Be  bodied  this  ex- 
planation would  prove  satisfactoiy,  and  tiie  bill 
be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  5iud  he  was  not  hostile  to  the 
bill,  but  was  desirous  of  having  an  opportniuty 
to  compare  the  treaty  and  the  bill  together. 
He  believed  he  was  correct  when  he  stated  the 
Commiauonn-  oi  the  General  Land  Office  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  minority  cf  the  Land 
Committee.  It  appeared,  thm^ore,  that  there 
was  a  question  in  tiie  case.  The  bill  gives  cer- 
tain reserves  to  Indian  chiefs  in  fee.  Now,  did 
they  hold  of  the  United  States  as  citizens  t  ot 
did  they  hold  of  their  tribe  as  Indiana  9  B» 
concluded  by  moving  that  ibe  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  printed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  biH  was  ac- 
cordingly laid  on  the  tables 
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HoNDAT,  Jannary  20. 
Chidataw  and  Choetaio  Indian*. 

The  Home  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  bj  Ur.  Woods,  of  OMo,  on 
the  26th,  and  as  modified  at  the  anggeation  of 
Mr.  YiNTON,  on  the  26th  instant. 

Mr.  Poi£  remarked  that  this  resolution  had 
heen  hud  on  the  table  a  few  dajs  ago,  on  his 
motion,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  gentlemen 
to  look  into  the  docmnenta.  He  had  examined 
them,  and  did  not  himself  see  that  there  was 
any  necessity  for  pasdng  such  a  resolution ; 
but,  as  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  had  thought 
it  worthy  of  his  attention  to  propose  suc^  a 
4»Ilf  he  nmpoaed  was  not  mer^  to  gratify 
bis  corioaj^,  but  that  he  must  hare  some  ob- 
ject In  view  which  he  prt^>08ed  to  effect  by  it. 
And  he  called  on  him  to  know  what  use  he 
prtHKMed  to  make  of  the  information  when  he 
obtained  it.  Was  it  intended  to  furnish 
any  usefol  information  on  any  snhiect  then 
pending,  and  hereafter  to  be  bronght  before 
the  House  t  If  bo,  it  would  seem  that  all  the 
instmotions  ever  given  to  Commissioners  to 
negotiate  witii  lo^an  tribes,  Arom  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government  down  to  the 
present  period,  were  equoliy  necessary.  "Why 
call  for  the  instmotions  given  in  this  case 
ah)ae?  Did  the  gentleman  propose  to  predi- 
ct on  this  opinion,  when  received,  any  legis- 
lative proceeoingst  If  60,  when  the  House 
was  informed  what  that  legislative  proceeding 
was  Intraided  to  be,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  prop- 
er to  make  the  calL  If  neither  of  those  objects 
was  intended,  the  coll  was  wholly  useless.  The 
House  was  left  to  conjectm^  what  the  gentle- 
man's objeotwas,  and  unless  he  informed  them, 
they  were  called  on  to  act  on  his  resolution 
without  the  necessary  information.  He  would 
briefly  state  the  facts  of  this  particular  cose. 
By  the  act  of  Oongressj  approved  on  the  20th 
of  May  last,  an  appropriation  was  macie  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expetisea  of  holding 
treaties  with  the  Ohoctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes 
<Hr  Indians,  fbr  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from 
th«n,  if  practicable,  aessions  cX  their  lands. 
Three  distingoished  eitizou  were  appointed 
Oomndirioners  on  the  part  <rf'  the  United 
Btatei,  to  DMEotiote  with  tnera.  They  met  the 
^dians  of  wose  two  natiom  in  council,  and 
every  efibrt  mode  to  obtain  cessions  of  their 
lands  resulted  in  a  total  foilnre.  The  journal 
of  their  proceedings,  containing  all  their  com- 
momcations  with  the  Indians,  and  their  an- 
swers, in  return,  had  been  published,  and  were 
before  the  House.  If  he  had  understood  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman,  made  to  the  House 
when  this  reaolution  was  before  under  consid- 
eration, the  first  exception  which  he  had  taken 
totheproceedingsof  theCommissionerswaSjthat 
the  act  <tf  Congress,  under  which  they  were  ap- 
pointedf  only  authorized  them  to  treat  with  those 
trilMffl  fbr  the  purpose  tit  obtunlng  cessions  of 
thdr  lands  ^ng  within  the  Btate  m  Mississippi, 
and  that  theOommissioiiers  had  exceeded  their 
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anthoii^,  by  attempting  to  obtain  all  their 
lands  lying  east  of  the  MlSMSsippi  Biver,  a  small 
and  very  inconsiderable  strip  (n  which  it  turned 
out  lay  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  the  see- 
cond  exception  taken  was,  the  enormity  of  the 
price  offered  to  the  Choctaws  for  their  country. 
Now,  a  general  and  satisfactory  answer  to  both 
these  exceptions,  if  they  were  true,  would  be, 
that  any  treaty  which  the  Commissioners  might 
have  made  with  either  of  those  tribes,  was 
su^ect  to  the  ratification  of  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senat^ 
before  it  was  obligatory  on  the  Government, 
and,  even  if  ratified  by  the  constitutional  an- 
tiiority,  this  House,  when  called  on  for  the 
neceasuy  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
would  have  had  a  nej^ve  on  it,  by  refusing  to 
grant  mxAx  appropriationa. 

Bnt  were  ue  ezc^ons  taken,  in  &ct  tmet 
The  first  rested  on  a  technical  construction 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  authorizing  treaties  to 
be  held,  and  not  in  the  evident  meaning  and 
intention  of  that  act.  The  object  was  to  obtain 
the  Indian  country,  all  of  which  lay  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  except  this  small  .strip  in  Ala- 
bama, on  which  but  few,  if  ony  of  the  Indiana 
resided,  and  which  could  have  been  of  no  value 
to  them,  if  they  had  sold  oU  the  balance  of  their 
country,  within  the  State  of  Missdssippi.  It 
would,  therefore,  have  been  simple  in  the  In- 
dians to  have  retiuned  this  small  balance.^  The 
Commissioners,  according  to  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  Congress,  proposed  to  treat  with  tiiem 
for  the  whole  of  their  lands  on  the  east  of  the 
Misaadpid  Biver,  including  this  balance.  As 
to  the  second  exception,  the  gentieroan  fVom 
Ohio  estimates  the  price  offered  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  Choctaws  for  their  country, 
at  five  millions  of  dollars— this,  he  says,  he  has 
found  to  be  the  case,  "  upon  calculation ; "  yes, 
sir,  it  must  have  been  "  npon  calculation : "  for 
it  is  not  to  be  found  in  ttie  propositions  mode 
by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Indians.  He  did 
not  know  by  what  system  of  arithmetic  the 
gentleman  had  arrived  at  his  conclusion,  but 
one  thing  he  knew,  that  he  was  totally  mis- 
taken. He  took  it  on  himself  to  say  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  one-fonrth  of  that  smn.  The 
Conunisirioners  proposed  to  give  them  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  to  be  p^d  In  annuities,  as  everr 
gentiman  oonld  see,  oy  taming  to  the  printed 
documents,  for  their  country,  consisting,  as  near 
as  an  estimate  could  be  made,  of  about  8,000,000 
of  acres,  which  would  have  been  worth  to  the 
United  States,  the  moment  the  treaty  had  been 
consummated,  and  they  could  have  brought  the 
lands  into  market,  four  or  five  times  the  price 
proposed  to  be  given  for  it.  It  would  be  re- 
marked, that  the  blanket,  rifle,  gun,  ammuni- 
tion for  hunting  and  defence,  and  the  one  year's 
provision  to  each  warrior  who  slionld  remove 
to  the  west  of  Mississippi  Biver,  and  a  few  other 
small  artidea,  were  provided  for,  by  the  treaty 
made  with  tiie  Obootawa  at  Doak's  Stand,  sev- 
en years  ago,  by  the  terms  of  which  a  ^Hirtial 
exchange  <a  oountriee  was  made.  And,  there- 
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fore,  these  items  caonot  be  properly  taken  into 
the  estimate,  in  ascertaining  the  price  offered 
hj  the  G<nDmisnonerB  in  thexr  late  attonpt  to 
treat  with  them  for  their  lands.  He  hazarded 
nothing  in  sajing,  that  the  price  offered  to  these 
tribes  for  their  lauds  was  much  less,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  country,  than  that  given 
to  the  Oeeks  for  a  portion  of  their  lands  by  the 
treaty  concluded  in  this  city  during  the  last 
year.  And  yet,  the  gentleman,  although  here 
fit  that  time,  bad  not,  so  far  as  be  had  learned, 
oonudered  the  price  piud  too  great. 

But,  it  had  been  ui^ed,  that  the  Commlssion- 
ers  had  addressed  the  Indians  in  the  language 
of  threats  and  coercion;  that  tbey  bad  not 
been  treated  aa  a  free  people,  and  that  tbey  bad 
been  told,  if  tbey  did  not  willingly  do  so,  they 
should  be  compelled  to  surrender  their  country, 
and,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
authorized  to  bold  such  langoage,  it  was  intist- 
ed,  the  other  day,  by  the  introdocer  of  this  re»- 
cdnd<«i,  and  lua  culeagne,  (Hr.  Vinton,)  on 
whose  motion  it  had  been  amended,  that  the 
instmctions  nnder  which  tbey  acted  ehonld  be 
obtained.  He  denied  the  fact,  that  any  snch 
langnage  calculated  to  intimidate,  and  coerce 
the  IndianB  to  the  compliance  with  their  wish- 
es, bad  been  used  by  the  Conmiissioners ;  but 
that  they  bad  addressed  them  by  arguments, 
and  attempted  to  convince  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  yielding  to  their  wi^es,  in  ceding  to 
the  United  States  a  portion  of  their  lands ;  and, 
to  show  more  clearly  the  course  pursued  by 
them,  be  read  from  an  address  of  the  Commis- 
sionen  to  the  Chitdasaw  nation  assembled  in 
cmmdl,  as  follows : 

"Butshonldyonimi  be  opposed  to  ezelianring 
yoar  lutdi  here,  tor  a  country  west  of  the  Huna- 

Kppl,  your  father,  the  Preflident,  baa  directed  his 
eommiBSionera  to  say  to  you,  that  the  interest  of  his 
white  children  m^kea  it  his  duty  to  call  upon  roa 
to  sell  him  a  part  of  your  land.  Bis  white  chDdren 
never  will  be  satisfied  until  they  have  a  commu- 
nication through  their  owa  settlementa  between 
the  dtv  of  K'ew  Orleans  and  the  Bute  of  Tennes- 
see. In  the  hto  war,  when  the  Bridah  Invaded 
I«ddana,  our  white  brothers  of  New  Oileans  and 
of  Natchez  were  compelled  to  oall  upon  their  broth- 
ers in  Tennenee  and  Kentucky  to  defend  them. 
The  distance  was  so  great,  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  inarch  ao  numerous,  that  the  country  of  the 
Ujsrissipiri  was,  for  a  long  time,  leli  exposed;  our 
towns  would  have  been  burnt,  oar  property  laun- 
dered, and  our  eoimtry  lost,  but  for  the  timely  and 
uiraeolons  relief  by  our  brothers  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky.  Tbey  encountered  every  difSculty  to 
give  security  to  our  southera  border.  This  state  of 
things  must  not  again  occur.  The  wide  country 
between  Ifissisripfd  and  Tennessee  must  be  settled. 
We  most  hare  men  near  at  hand  to  defend  our  sea- 
ports and  our  southern  white  brothers.  Ton  have 
more  land  than  yon  can  use ;  your  white  brethren 
have  to  protect  and  defend  their  own,  and  the  coun- 
try of  their  red  brothers ;  they  have  to  deftay  all  the 
ezpeoses  of  the  Oovemment  in  peace,  and  to  feed 
and  BttiHXirt  their  armies  in  time  of  war.  The  only 
advsnt^e  the  Govemioent  derives  from  its  red 
cbUdrcn  is,  to  get,  occasionally,  aoms  of  their  lands, 
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at  a  f^r  snd  reasonable  i»ice.  By  refuBing  to  seQ  us 
lands,  you  withhold  the  only  means  in  your  power  of 
contributing  to  the  support  and  prosperity  of  tba 
Government  of  the  ITnited  States.  Should  you  ob- 
stinately persist  in  this,  your  father,  the  Preddent, 
will  be  compelled  to  do  that  which  you  ought  most 
wiUiogly,  and  of  your  own  accord,  to  do.  Ton  must 
see  the  necessity  of  selling  a  part  of  your  lands,  bo 
as  to  enable  us  to  connect  our  lower  and  upper  coun- 
tries. If  our  Choctaw  brothers  1^  act  towards  the 
Government  with  that  fiberaBty  wUeh  we  have  a 
right  to  expect,  we  shall  bo  enabled,  whfa  what  w« 
calcnhde  oa  getting  from  you,  to  accomplish  this 
most  double  object.  Tour  father,  the  Prendent, 
says  you  must  sell  to  your  white  brothers,  that  part 
of  your  land  which  you  can  moat  conveniently  qiare 
and  wldch  their  necessities  compel  thcra  to  have. 
It  b  not  proposed  by  your  father,  the  Preadent,  to 
take  any  portion  of  your  country,  without  giving 
you  ample  compensation.  He  would  not  defraud 
you ;  and  your  brothers,  the  commissioners,  would 
scorn  to  take  advantage  either  of  your  weakness  or 
your  neceseiUes.  They  are  resolved  to  deal  fairly 
and  bouorably  with  yon,  and  to  pay  a  full  and  liberal 
value  for  your  lands,  in  money,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  irh<Ae  nation." 

Was  this,  he  asked,  the  langn&go  of  coerdoiii 
or  threats  ?  No  gentleman  womd  say  it  waa 
But,  after  having  failed  in  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure a  cession  of  their  lands,  the  Commissioners 
learned  that  white  men  and  traders  in  the  na- 
tion, who  had  profitable  sitnations  among  the 
Indians,  had,  and  were  exercising,  a  powerful 
and  undue  ktfluenoB  over  them,  to  prevent  a 
cession  of  th^  lands  to  the  United  States.  Se- 
cret coundls,  at  ni^t«  were  held  to  effect  tlus 
object.  The  Commi^oners,  in  the  Joumal  of 
their  prooeedings  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  stato 
that,  "at  a  private  council  of  tlio  nation,  held 
in  the  night,  to  asc^tain  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple npon  the  proposals  which  bad  been  made 
to  them,  there  were  present  a  nomber  of  white 
men,  among  whom,  was  the  contractor,  Hr. 
WilUam  Eaaton,  when  Kr.  David  Mad^ey,  half- 
breed,  attempted  to  express  his  views  in  favor 
of  a  cession,  Mr.  James  D,  McDonald  then  rose 
and  observed  that  Mr.  Mackey  would  not  be 
allowed  to  speak ;  and  Mr.  Hackey  was  accord- 
in^y  ulenced  by  the  order  of  the  coonciL" 
The  Commisrioners  having  discovered  this,  it 
became  necessaiy  to  undeouTe  the  bkdians,  if 
practicable,  and  to  convinoe  them  of  the  pro- 
priety of  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  part  if 
not  the  whole  of  their  country ;  and,  K>r  this 
purpose,  the  address  of  the  16th  November, 
1826,  to  which  exceptions  bod  been  taken,  was 
delivered  to  the  Indians,  couched  in  strong  and 
energetic  terms  it  was  trae,  but  not  as  had  been 
said,  in  the  language  of  coercion  and  threats* 
The  Commissioners,  therefore,  so  far  from  mer- 
iting the  slightest  impntation  of  censure,  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  the  country,  for  their  per^ 
severing  and  zealous  endeavors  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject of  uieir  appointment. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  Bud  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  object  to  the  oljject  pnq)osed  to  be  at- 
tuned by  the  resdntioa  of  the  gei^Uman  from 
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Ohio.  He  wished  to  see  tiiese  insbntotioos,  hut 
tiiere  was  much  in  the  resolution  which  he 
could  not  approve.  The  answering  of  the  call 
was  left  discretionary  with  the  Executive,  how 
£ar  the  coll  was  to  be  answered.  He  conid  not 
see  liow  the  disclosing  of  these  instructions  was 
liliely  to  affect  the  pablio  service.  The  call, 
moreover,  was  directed  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  usual  course  in  these  cases 
was  to  direct  the  call  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Bat  another  part  <rf  the  resolnticHi  waa  still 
more  oljectionable.  It  first  calls  for  a  copy  of 
tlw  instraotion^  and  tiien  it  calls  upon  the 
Itesldent  to  say,  whether  tlie  language  profess- 
edly ander  those  instructions,  was  authorized 
by  him.  Surely  the  House,  when  it  got  the  in- 
strnctions,  would  be  able  to  judge  for  itself, 
whether  it  did  or  did  not  authorize  the  language 
employed.  It  seemed  rather  extraordinary  to 
call  upon  the  President  first  to  disclose  the 
instructions,  and  then  to  decide  upon  the 
constniotioa  of  the  terms  contuned  in  them. 
There  was  something  wrong  in  the  whole  man- 
ner of  conducting  this  business.  The  House 
was  asked  to  m^e  a  mountmn  of  a  molehill, 
and  to  inve^igate  the  circnmstances  of  an  In- 
dian talk,  as  if  the  country  had  been  eondncting 
a  diplomatio  negotiation  with  some  important 
foreign  power.  Indian  Katies  used  formerly 
to  be  conducted  by  talks  held  by  tlio  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States  and  ttie  Indian 
Chiefs ;  the  result  of  whicti,  on  both  sides,  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate.  An  improvement,  of 
late  years,  had  been  introduced,  and  the  matter 
was  now  treated  diplomatically.  Formal  dip- 
lomatic notes  were  addressed  to  these  Indian 
tribes,  scarcely  one  of  whom  could  read,  and  as 
formal  diplomatic  answers  were  returned,  al- 
though none  of  them  could  write.  Tliia  was 
quite  a  modem  improvement,  bein^  as  he  be- 
faered,  of  about  five  years'  standing.  For  his 
part,  he  had  no  idea  of  giviog  countenance  to 
any  snch  mode  of  prooeaure.  He  knew  that 
an  idea  was  very  prevalent,  and  was  gaining 
ground  in  the  United  States,  that  the  inter- 
ooorse  of  the  Government  with  the  Indian 
tribes  onght  to  be  placed  on  an  entirely  new 
footing.  Sir,  asked  Mr.  F.,  what  are  they? 
Are  they  nations  independent  of  the  United 
States,  or  ore  tliey  not  the  subjects  of  our  will, 
and  under  our  control — ^the  proper  subjects  of 
legislative  enactment  in  any  manner  that  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  might  demandf 
Has  this  Government  ever  legisls^ed  for  them 
as  individnals  ?  Or,  have  they  not  ever  been 
treated  as  dependent  tribes?  They  are  so. 
They  must  be  treated  so,  and  liave  been  so 
b«flted  with  undoriating  rigor,  from  the  very 
eommeneementofthisOoTerament.  Undertliis 
impression  he  wotdd  now  offer  an  amendment, 
calculated  to  obtain  the  object  in  view,  and 
which,  at  the  same  time,  would  avoid  giving  to 
this  Bnbjcct  an  importance  which  did  not  belong 
to  it  tfr.  F.  here  ofiiered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

.   **  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  ^icoted  to  tnm- 


mit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given 
to  the  comtniBsioners  and  agents  of  the  United 
States  under  the  act  of  tlie  20th  May,  1S20,  to 
enable  the  Freudent  of  the  United  States  to  hold 
a  treaty  with  the  Ghootaw  and  CUekasaw  nations 
oflmUaDS." 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  observed,  he  thought 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer  the 
resolution,  had  been  fully  stated  and  explained, 
when  it  was  first  considered  by  the  Honse.  He 
had  then  stated  that  he  believed  abuses  did  ex- 
ist; and  he  would  now  say  tiiat  he  believed  aa 
attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  into  effect  a 
policy  in  relation  to  the  Indiuu,  which  h« 
hoped  would,  when  discussed,  meet  the  decided 
reprobation  of  this  House  and  the  nation.  If 
the  Commissioners  have  used  lan^age  to  the 
Indians  not  authorized  by  their  mstmctiona, 
they  should  be  held  re^onsible.  But  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  this  policy  and  the  course 
pursued  in  these  negotiations,  did  not  originate 
with  the  Executive  or  the  Department  under 
which  the  Commissioners  acted.  Nothing  more 
may  have  been  done  in  this  cose  than  in  many 
others;  but  the  number  of  instances  can  bo  no 
justification  for  continuing  to  do  wrong.  He 
did  not  wish  (Mr.  W.  siud)  to  convey  any 
charge  or  impatations  against  the  character  or 
intentions  ot  the  Cranmissioners.  Ho  stated 
this  uplicitly  before.  Tlie  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Folk)  has  told  us  tiiat  these 
Commissioners  were  influenced  by  their  great 
zeid  to  i^vance  the  public  interest,  and  what 
they  believed  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Grovem- 
ment.  This  Zeal,  however  laudable,  may  have 
led  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Department 
too,  into  an  error.  We  have  (said  Mr.  W.) 
been  informed  that  three  or  four  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  expended  by  one  of  the  agents 
to  advance  tliis  scheme,  which  he  believed  (and 
perhaps  on  the  information  of  the  Department) 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  In  the 
promotion  of  a  measare  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
hoped  never  would  be  sanctioned.  The  gentle- 
man tetm  Tennessee  says,  he  must  have  been 
mistaken  in  bis  calculations,  when  he  (Mr.  W.) 
informed  the  House  that  the  amount  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners  to  be  given  to  tlie  In- 
dians was  not  less  than  five  millions  of  doUora. 
He  oonld  assure  that  gentleman  that  the  calcu- 
lation was  made  upon  the  documents  and  esti- 
mates presented  to  us  by  tiie  Indian  Depart- 
ment. And  If  gentiemen  will  look  at  the  mat- 
ter, they  will  find  tiiat  he  had  not  overrated 
the  amount ;  and  he  might  add  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  grand  scheme  in  which  the  De- 
partment of  Indian  Affiwrs  had  been  progress- 
iog,  wonld,  if  carried  into  effect,  cost  the  nation 
little  less  than  twenty  millions.  The  whole 
number  of  Indiana  in  uie  Chickasaw  and  Choc- 
taw nations,  ore  stated,  in  a  document  which 
he  had  before  him,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  at  24,623. 
The  expense  of  removing  them  is  estimated  at 
$80  e.ich ;  the  cost  of  famishing  each  warrior 
with  a  rifle,  blanket,  and  anunnnition,  and  tlie 
additional  artidea  proposed  by  the  Commia* 
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BionerB  to  be  given  to  others,  with  provisions 
for  the  support  of  the  whole  nation  for  one 
year,  w^oald  not  be  less  than  $50  for  each  indi- 
TiduaL  These  items  would  amount  to  $1,9T0,- 
000.  The  sum  offered  for  the  Choctaw  lands 
was  one  million,  in  addition  to  the  paj  pro- 
posed to  be  given  for  all  their  improvements, 
irfaich  must  be  very  considerable,  as  many  of 
them  are  stated  to  have  good  honaes  and  vaLoar 
Ue  forms.  If  these  are  added,  and  the  sums  to 
bo  pdd  tor  the  land  of  Ihe  Ohickasaws,  and  to 
ponsfaase  another  territory  for  Uiem,  are  taken 
into  the  acconnt,  he  presnmed  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  find  that  he  had  not  been 
mistaken  in  the  statement  he  had  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Georpa  (Mr.  Fohstth) 
had  said  that  the  resolution  is  unusual  and  extrar 
ordinary  in  its  character ;  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  not  to 
the  President,  as  it  would  otherwise  be  giving 
too  much  importance  to  these  negotiations; 
^  and  as  no  person  could  suppose  any  injury 
would  result  to  the  public  by  the  publication  of 
the  inatraotions  g^ven  to  the  Commisnonera. 
In  answer  to  tiie  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  Mr.  W.  said,  ho  might  refer  to 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Uississtppi, 
(Ur.  Hails,)  who  urged,  that  the  public  inter- 
est might  be  injured  by  the  publication  of  the 
instructions.  It  was  to  prevent  any  objections 
of  this  kind,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  ^ntle- 
men  who  supposed  tlicre  might  bo  an  impro- 
priety in  making  the  call  without  this  reserva- 
tion, that  he  had  given  this  direction  to  tlie 
resohition.  It  has  been  alleged,  said  Mr,  W., 
tJiat  these  Indians  are  entirely  illiterate,  and  that 
scarcely  one  of  them  can  write.  He  knew  one 
of  ttie  individuals  whose  names  appear  in  these 
docaments,  who  was  a  man  of  intdligenoe,  and 
he  was  pleased  to  find  that.  In  these  communica- 
tions and  arguments,  the  Indians  had  elevated 
themselves  for  above  the  reasoning  of  our  Com- 
missioners. He  was  glad,  seid  Mr.  "W.,  that  tlie 
practice  of  conducting  our  negotiations  by  writ- 
ten notes,  of  which  uie  genueman  from  Oeor- 

fia  appears  to  comply,  mis  been  introduced, 
t  enables  us  to  judge  more  correctly  of  the 
character  of  tlie  negotiations ;  and  to  know 
better  the  course  pursued  in  conducting  them. 
In  this  instance,  tlie  Commissioners  complain 
that  the  Indians  had  determined  not  to  allow  a 
voluntary  expression  of  opinion,  or  a  fair  de- 
cision to  be  made  in  regard  to  their  proposals. 
The  Indians  in  answer  say,  "  a  resolution,  it  is 
13:00,  was  entered  into,  that,  if  any  man  snoold 
so  far  forget  Itis  duty  as  to  accept  money  as  a 
bribe  to  sell  his  country,  he  should  suffer  a  se- 
vere penalty.  But  this  measure,  whether  ne- 
cessary or  not,  was  not  unjustifiable.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  perhaps,  called  for  it." 
These  individuals,  however  illiterate,  have 
proved  to  us  that  they  could  not  be  bribed  by 
any  inducement  to  sell  their  coxmtry.  They 
are  entitled  to  our  respect.  Ho  wished  the  res- 
olutions, for  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  might  be 
permitted  to  pass. 


umr,  1827. 

[At  this  point,  the  ftirther  discnsurai  oi  the 
resolution  was  arrested  by  the  Speaker^— the 
hour  Impropriated  to  reaolntifms  having  ex- 
pired.] 


TuBBUtAT,  Jauoary  SO. 
(mekaaam  and  Cretan  ZnHoM, 

The  House  again  resumed  the  conraderation 
cf  the  resoltiticm  heretc^twe  mored  fay  Mr. 
Woods,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  MoLbjlN,  of  Ohio,  sud  he  had  no  dispo- 
sition to  prolong  the  discussion  oa  the  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Woona.) 
which  had  already  taken  a  very  wide  and  nni- 
versal  range.   He  was  satisfied  for  himself,  and 
he  thought  the  House  would  concur  with  him 
in  opinion,  that  the  information  called  for  by 
the  resolution,  could  be  of  no  service  whatever 
when  obtained,  either  to  his  colleague,  to  this 
House,  or  to  the  nation.   If  this  treaty  irith 
the  Indians  had  been  successful  and  we  were 
about  to  be  called  up<m  to  ledslate  upon  the 
snl^eot,  th^  indeed,  there  mi^t  be  some  rea< 
son  fw  the  odf^Uon  of  the  resolation ;  but  the 
efforts  of  these  Oommisdaiers  have  been  inef- 
fectual, and  he  could  not  conceive  any  posable 
benefit  that  could  result  from  the  informatua 
desired  by  the  resolution.   His  colleague  had, 
on  the  day  on  which  he  introduced  his  jvopo* 
sition,  by  some  remarks,  seemed  to  cast  cenBuro 
upon  those  distinguished  indinduals  who  acted 
as  agents  or  Commissioners  of  the  Government; 
but,  in  his  remarks  on  yesterday,  he  had  excul- 
pated the  Commissioners  at  the  expense  of  the 
Executive.  Sir,  my  colleague  must  know  that, 
from  the  very  nature  of  tJbe  case,  the  instmo- 
tions  given  on  this  occasion  by  the  Executive, 
were  general,  as  they  are  in  all  boxAi  casea 
The  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  hold  a 
treaty  for  a  certain  specified  purpose  and  vest- 
ed with  a  discretionary  power  as  to  the  manner 
of  conducting  that  treaty.   Mr.  McL.  said  he 
had  examined  the  documents  referred  to  by  bit 
colleague,  in  which  it  liad  been  asserted,  threata 
were  contained,  which  had  been  made  by  thoSB 
Commissioners  towards  the  Indians,  in  orda 
to  coerce  them  into  measures,  but  he  could  not 
discover  any  language  used,  other  than  had 
been  customary  on  all  such  occaraons,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Government.  He  said  he 
should  not  have  rose  to  say  a  word  on  this  sub- 
ject, had  it  not  been  for  somo  nemarks  which 
had  on  yesterday  fell  from  his  ooUcagne  Qb, 
Woods)  in  relation  to  a  recent  rapeaiffltore  of 
some  uireo  or  four  thousand  dollars  1^  an  In- 
dian agent,  in  his  own  immediate  ndghboriiood, 
to  aid  some  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio  to  emigrate 
to  the  west  of  the  IGssissippi,  which  his  col- 
league had  said,  if  suthorizeu  by  the  Executive^ 
he  trusted  would  not  be  sanctioned  by  this 
House.   Ho  advised  his  colleague  to  examine 
into  the  documents  in  relatioa  to  this  subject 
before  he  censures  an  Agent  of  tiie  Government 
or  the  course  of  conduct  of  one  who  stands  as 
hifi^  and  deeervedly  so,  in  puUio  eetimatioii, 
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H  does  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  allndra.  He 
Bud  it  would  be  fonnd,  that,  by  a  solemn  treaty 
hdd  some  time  Ednce  with  the  Shawnee  nation 
of  Indians  residing  in  lOssonri,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  atipmated  to  procure  for  them  a 
tract  of  country  west  of  l^e  Mississippi,  for  and 
In  consideration  of  certain  lands  by  them  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  United  States 
fihould  famish  them  with  the  means  necessary 
to  enable  Uiem  to  lemoYd  to  their  new  terri- 
tory. In  that  treaty,  a  spedal  reference  Is  had 
to  that  part  of  the  same  nation  of  Indians  then 
residing  in  Ohio,  who  mijght  be  disposed  to  em- 
igrate to  fhe  same  territory  with,  or  to  their 
mends.  Tlds  treaty  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Senate,  uid  this  Honse  had  approved  u 
also,  by  making  appropriations  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  He  denied  that  the  Execntive,  or  any 
of  ^e  Agents  of  the  Ooveniment,  bad,  in  this 
matter,  tnmsoended  their  authority.  , 

Hr.  Hailb  said  that,  since  offering  the  re- 
marks which  he  had  formerly  made  in  onposi- 
tion  to  the  resolution,  he  had  been  induced, 
upon  reflection,  to  permit  the  resolution  to 
pass ;  not  becoose  he  believed  that  the  in&r- 
mation  when  obtuned,  would  be  of  any  use. 
but  to  satisfy  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
the  resolation,  and  to  prevent  any  opportunity 
for  easting  imputations  opon  the  Oommission- 
ers.  The  genueman,  though  often  called  npon, 
had  not  yet  informed  the  House  what  use  he 
inteaded  to  make  of  the  information,  when  it 
flhoold  be  obtuned.  Did  he  wish  it  for  the 
purpose  of  indirectly  throwing  blame  npon  the 
Executive?  Was  it  to  make  the  President 
farticept  cHminit  in  the  threats  which  he  pre- 
tended these  Commissioners  had  uttered?  Or 
was  it  for  the  purpose  of  implicating  the  con- 
dnct  and  character  of  the  Commissioners  tbem- 
aelTes?  He  ^onld  be  sorry  to  think  that  tho 
centieman  meant  indirectly  to  censure  those 
bigtily  distiogai^ed  men,  for  thdr  patriotic 
Bct  in  endeavorii^  to  eSaet  this  treaty.  These 
gentlemen  had  hwa  the  oi^ans  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  n^tiation,  and  were,  necessarily, 
clothed  with  discretionary  power  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  beneficial  ot^eot  they  had  in 
view.  The  gentleman  had  aaid,  that,  in  folfill- 
ing  their  trust,  they  had  employed  language  of 
an  imprc^T  kind,  and  hod  urged  a  policy  which 
was  not  sanctioned  by  this  nation  or  its  Grov- 
emment.  But,  the  policy  which  these  gentlemen 
had  endeavored  to  promote,  was  no  other  than 
that  which  had  been  recommended  successively 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Oalhonn,  and  Mr.  Barbour. 
He  ooold  see  no  object  in  introducing  the  reso- 
Inlion,  unless  it  were  intended  to  embarrass  a 
bill  now  pending,  for  the  gmdnal  remoi^  of 
the  Indians  west  the  Mls^srippi  What  was 
it  the  gentleman  wished  ?  Or  wny  did  he  seek 
to  defeat  that  bill  ?  Was  it  possible  he  could 
denre  that  tiie  Indian  tribes  snould  remain  for 
an  indefinite  period  within  the  chartered  limits 
of  any  of  the  States,  and  should  be  maintained 
there  at  the  e^nse  of  the  States?  Could  the 
gentleman  wish  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  vay 


of  their  removal,  when  their  oontanaance  where 
they  were  must  only  tend  to  their  injury  and 
destruction? 

Mr.  OooKB  said  he  bad  risen  to  move  that 
this  resolution  be  laid  vpasi  the  table,  never  to 
be  taken  up  again. 

Being  informed  by  the  Chair  that  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  the  floor  before 
he  rose,  Mr.  0.  took  his  seat :  whereupoUf 

Mr.  MiHHB  Bind,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  iud  but  antidp^ed  bis  own  inten- 
tion ;  and  he  now  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division, 
and  tiie  resolution  of  Mr.  Woods  was  laid  on 
tbe  table  aooordingly. 


Monday,  February  6. 
77it  United  Statet  and  Georgia. 

A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of 
his  private  Secretary.  (See  Senate  debate  of 
this  day  for  a  copy  of  the  Message.) 

Mr.  FosBTTH  moved  the  reference  of  this 
communication  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  tbe  state  of  tbe  Union.  He  said  that 
he  r^otoed  that,  at  lengtb,  the  strange  oiroum- 
Ktances  of  this  case  had  been  presented  to  the 
House  in  such  a  form  as  to  compel  the  render- 
ing of  a  solemn  declraon  between  the  Executive 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  that  it  was  called 
for,  at  this  time — ^not  by  them,  for  they  had 
been  demanding  it  for  years  past— but  that  now 
the  odl  came  from  the  Execntive.  He  could 
not,  however,  as  a  Representative  of  Georgia, 
consent  to  sit,  and  ^nietiy  hear  the  charges 
brought  forward  in  this  communication  against 
the  authorities  of  that  State.  They  had  done 
nothing  whicb  violated  the  oonstitution  of  their 
woBtaj,  He  woi^  say  tiiis  in  tbe  &ce  of  the 
SbEecuuve. 

[Here  some  member  called  Mr.  Fossmi  to 
order,  but  the  Speaker  deinded  that  be  was  not 

ont  of  order.] 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  say  tbat  he  also  re- 
joiced to  perceive,  that  the  Chief  Ib^strate  in 
the  exeontion  of  what  be  concaved  to  be  his 
duty,  had  not,  this  time,  made  his  appeal  to 
military  force.  He  denied,  however,  the  ex- 
istence of  any  constitutional  authority  to  em- 
ploy such  force,  either  in  the  present  case,  or 
in  any  other  which  had  occurred  within  tiiat 
State ;  and  he  r^joioed  to  see  that  the  Execu- 
tive hod  now  thought  proper  to  resort  to  the 
civil  authority.  Mr.  F.  here  doiied  that  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  was  gnilty  of  transcending 
tbe  authority  vested  in  him  by  law.  He  acted  un- 
der the  sovereignty  of  bis  State,  and  bad  exer- 
cised only  that  discretionary  power  which  was 
vested  in  bim  by  her  laws.  He  bad  acted  uu- 
der  rights  exercised  in  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  which  had  never  been  resisted,  except  in 
the  case  of  Gteorgia  alone. 

Mr.  F.  sud  that  it  would  be  easy  to  dilate  on 
this  salgect ;  but  be  perodved  that  there  exist> 
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ed  in  repect  to  it  some  sendbili^  in  the  House, 
and  he  would  forbear, 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Virginia,  inquired  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  anticipated  any 
legislation  in  reference  to  the  commmiication 
just  received  ?  And  whether  it  would  not  bo 
more  expedient  to  refer  it  to  one  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  House,  rather  than  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole? 

Mr.  FoESYTii  replied,  that  eince  the  inquiry 
had  been  so  direcUy  put,  he  would  frankly  re- 
ply, that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  l^slation : 
and  he  insisted  that  no  legidation  in  the  case 
cotild  be  necessary  or  proper.  He  conndered 
the  ExeoutiTe  as  asking  the  opinion  of  titis 
House  in  rdation  to  certain  rifihts  of  the  Btato 
of  Georgia.  If  the  opinion  of  the  House  shonld 
be  in  affirmance  of  those  rights,  no  other  act, 
than  a  declaration  of  such  opinion,  need  ensue. 
Very  false  impressions  were  entertained  on  this 
matter.  It  was  only  for  the  United  States  to 
will,  and  her  will  would  be  instantly  obeyed. 
There  was  nothing  to  bo  apprehended  if  the 
General  Government  did  not  interfere,  and, 
under  the  semblance  of  protection,  stimulate 
the  Indiana  to  a  resistance  of  the  authority  of 
the  State.  All  the  difficulties  which  hod  exist- 
ed from  the  beginning  of  this  business,  had 
been  created  by  this  interference.  Those  un- 
fortunate l)eingB  would  long  since  have  done , 
their  duty  to  the  country,  and  to  themselves, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  base  interference  of 
infamous  white  men,  who  exercised  an  influence 
over  them.  Was  it  not  sufficient  to  refer  to 
the  scene  which  had  taken  place  at  this  very 
spot  during  the  last  TVtnter — ^to  the  base  and 
infamous  conduct  of  those  who  came  with  tlie 
Indians,  under  the  pretence  of  protecting  them  ? 
Tliere  could  be  no  need  of  any  farther  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  If  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians had  been  violated,  existing  laws  provided 
an  ample  remedy,  and  the  courte  of  the  United 
States  were  open  to  them. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  said,  on  ri^ng,  that  he  was  not 
much  concerned  what  course  this  communica- 
tion should  take,  or  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  one  committee  or  another ;  but  he  was 
not  contented  that  it  should  be  supposed, 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  that  there  existed  an 
entire  unanimity  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  on  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  must  know  that  there  were  two 
fiides  to  this  question  between  Geoi^a  and  the 
United  States ;  and  he  would  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  that  there  existed  two  opin- 
ions also,  not  only  on  that  question,  but  on  the 
conduct  which  that  gentleman  had  designated 
as  **  base  and  infamous." 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  strong  language,  but 
it  was  not  argument.  The  gentleman  had  told 
the  House  that  nothing  hm  prevented  every 
tiling  going  right  in  Georgia  but  the  interference 
of  the  General  Government  The  gentleman 
denounced  such  interference,  saying  in  effect, 
"hands  off  for  the  present:  leave  the  Indians 
to  the  remedy  of  tbe  oonrta."  Bot^  Kr.  W. 


[Fkbsuabt,  1824^ 

Bidd,  he  would  ten  that  ^nUeman,  that  if  there 

were  rights  of  the  Indians  which  the  United 
States  were  bound  to  protect,  that  there  were 
those  in  the  House  and  in  the  country  who 
would  take  their  part.  If  we  hare  bound 
ourselves  by  any  treaty  to  do  certain  things, 
we  mast  fulfil  such  obligations.  High  words 
will  not  terrify  us — ^loud  declamation  wiU  not 
deter  us  from  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  For 
myself,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  right  of  the  parties  in 
this  question  shall  be  fully  and  fairly  examined, 
and  none  of  them  with  more  calmness  than  the 
rights  of  Geoif^a.  In  my  own  course  in  tUi 
matter,  I  shall  not  be  dictated  to  by  any  State^ 
or  the  Representative  of  any  State  on  this  floor. 
I  shall  not  be  fkwhtened  from  my  purpose,  nor 
will  I  suffer  harsh  langua^  to  produce  any  re- 
action on  my  mind.  I  will  examine  with  great 
and  equal  care  all  {he  rights  of  hath  parties. 
Occasion  had  been  taken  on  the  mere  questicHi 
of  reference  of  this  communication,  he  wonid 
not  say  for  argument,  but  for  the  assumption 
of  a  position,  as  a  matter  perfectly  plain  and 
indisputable,  that  the  Government  had  been  all 
in  the  wrong  in  this  question,  and  Georgia  all 
in  the  right.  For  bis  own  part,  Hr.  W.  said 
he  did  not  care  whether  the  communication 
did  or  did  not  go  to  a  Committee  trf  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  nor  how  soon  it  went 
tliere,  and  was  ^ere  taken  up  for  diacnssion. 
When  he  went  into  that  committee  he  shonld 
po  there,  not  in  a  spirit  of  controversy,  nor  yet 
in  a  spirit  of  submission,  but  in  a  spirit  of  in- 
quiry, calmly  and  deliberately  to  examine  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  to  investigate 
the  rights  of  all  parties  concerned.  But  he  had 
mode  these  few  remarks,  to  give  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  understand  that  it  was  not  by 
bold  denunciation,  or  by  bold  assumption,  that 
tiio  members  of  this  House  are  to  bo  inflncnced 
in  the  decision  of  high  publio  concerns. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  saio^  that  he  had  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  denotmoed  the  House,  or  any  gen- 
tleman in  it ;  nor  had  he  attempted  to  dictate 
to  the  House,  or  to  any  member  of  it  It  was, 
however,  perfectly  natural,  that  a  Represmta- 
tive  from  Georgia,  the  Government  of  whidi 
was  here  arraigned,  should  have,  and  hav- 
ing, should  indidge,  some  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject The  honorable  member  from  Massacho- 
Ectts  Indeed  might  very  well  be  calm  and  un- 
moved ;  he  did  not  reside  near  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion ;  the  people  of  his  State  were  far  removed, 
and  had  no  reason  to  dread  tlie  bayonet  at 
their  throats.  It  was  quite  natural  that  the 
gentleman  should  be  c^m  and  dispassionate, 
and  prepared  to  take  a  cool  and  composed  ^-iew 
of  the  subject;  but  the  Representatives  from 
Georgia  did  not  feel  so.  We  feel  very  differ- 
ently, said  Mr.  F.,  and  when  I  feel,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  oonceal  my  feeling.  Our  H^ts  hare 
been  violated  and  their  violation  has  be«i  made 
known  to  this  House ;  and  our  ^penl  has  not 
been  regarded.  All  we  ask  is,  that  the  case 
shonld  have  a  fur  investigation ;  and  it  is  evea 
posdUe-^Kiadble,  but  not  probable— that  tb» 
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Smtlemflu  from  Massschnsetts,  after  snob  aa 
restigation,  mtsbt  feel  with  as.  The  gentle- 
man from  Hassadiaaetta  says  he  will  inTestigate 
the  sabject ;  which  imphea  that  he  bas  not  yet 
done  60 ;  bat  he,  (Ur.  F.)  bad  examined  it  thor- 
oughly. He  was  prepared  to  go  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  to  do 
00  dispassionately,  if  it  were  necessary,  (for 
they  too  coold  sappress  their  feelings  when  cir- 
onmatwwes  required ;)  but  if  not,  they  should 
and  would,  express  their  feelings,  notwithstand- 
ing it  might  draw  down  upon  them  the  very 
diliMssiooate  oauora  of  the  gentlemaa  from 
KassachDsettB. 

Ur  Hails  e^iressed  a  hope  Hut  tiie  oommn- 
nication  would  go  to  a  Committee  of  tiie  Whole. 
When  a  aubject  of  this  kind  was  touched,  it 
vibrated  on  other  choi^  than  those  of  the  par- 
ties immediately  concerned.  Several  of  the 
States  had  already  ezerciled  tbeir  rights  over 
the  Indians  within  their  chartered  limits,  and 
Hississippi  intended  shortly  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple, and  he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  that,  if  the  bayonets  of  the  General 
Government  should  on  this  account  be  turned 
Against  any  of  the  States,  It  wouid  speedily  find 
its  friends  rallying  round  it.  All  the  States, 
ntoated  as  Georgia  was,  claimed  the  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  extent  of  their  chartered  limits. 
They  had  forborne  as  long  as  they  coold,  and 
the  Aitare  destinies  of  the  Indians,  their  future 
looation  and  civilization,  or  thdr  final  extinc- 
ticm,  must  soon  be  decided  on.   Three  great 

auesti<ms  were  involved:  Ist^  the  powers  of 
le  General  Government  withm  the  limits  of  a 
State ;  2d,  the  power  of  the  States  to  legiedate 
within  their  own  chartered  limits ;  and  Sdly, 
the  power  of  the  States  over  the  Indian  tribes. 
His  State  might,  ere  this  time,  have  extended 
its  l^islation  over  the  Indians  within  its  terri- 
tory. If  it  had  no  right  to  do  so,  this  House 
ought  at  once  to  say  so.  He  hoped  there  would 
be  no  oocasion  to  resort  to  military  force. 
Georgia  certunly  had  a  right  to  assert  what  ^e 
beUeved  to  be  her  rights,  and  to  speak  her  sen- 
timents on  this  floor.  He  hoped  the  whole 
matter  would  be  heard  and  settied :  for,  should 
Ocnigress  adjourn  irithont  settling  it,  eonaa- 
qaences  were  likely  to  ensue,  of  great  interest 
to  many  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Webstsb  rose  to  make  one  remark  in 
reply  to  the  gentieman  from  ^s^ssippi.  That 
gentleman,  he  said,  had  reason  to  know  that  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  disposed  to  use  all  proper  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  to  extinguish  Indian 
tities  to  lands  witliin  the  States.  But  he  must 
tdl  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  tiat  the 
States  would  act  ou  their  own  responsibility, 
aqd  at  their  own  peril,  if  they  undertake  to  ex- 
tend their  legislation  to  lands  where  the  Indian 
title  has  not  been  extingm^ed.  If  any  sucli 
measure  was  oontempUted  in  the  State  which 
the  gentleman  represented,  Ur.  W.  hoped  that 
gaitlemen  would  lose  no  time  in  warning  his 
mends  against  making  any  such  attempt  The 
relstion  whiob  the  United  States  held  to  these 
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tribes,  of  parental  guardianship  over  these  rem- 
nants of  mighty  nations  now  no  more,  was  a 
very  delicate  rdation.  Its  general  character 
was  that  of  protection,  and,  while  every  facility 
was  given  to  the  extingnifdiment  of  Indian  titie, 
let  not  that  circumstance  be  so  far  presumed 
on,  that  the  States  should  attempt  to  exercise 
authority  within  the  Indian  limits.  Any  such 
course  would  be  attempted  at  tboir  own  re- 
sponsibility. Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  saying  that 
he  was  ready  to  do  all  that  could  be  done  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  in  the  States,  and 
particularly  in  the  States  east  of  the  Misusnp- 
pi.  Sat  this  disposition,  common  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,. stumld  not  be  so  far  presumed 
upon  as  that  any  State  should  nndert^e,  of  its 
own  mere  motion,  to  ezerdse  an  authority  over 
the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  titie  is  guaranteed 
by  treaties,  &c. 

Ur.  Babilbtt  said  that  he  bad  not  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  on  the  general  subject, 
but  merely  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  refer 
the  communication  to  one  of  tiie  Committees  of 
the  House.  Before  any  thing  like  a  correct  de- 
cision could  be  had,  many  facts  must  be  inquired 
into ;  imd  it  would  frKsilitate  the  debate  and  the 
decision,  if  these  facts  should  mevlously  be  as- 
cerbuned  and  reported  to  the  House  by  one  of 
its  commltteefl.  Should  the  snlgect  go  into  the 
Conmiittee  of  the  Whole,  before  this  was  done, 
much  room  wonld  he  left  for  declamation,  and 
much  time  probably  wasted,  which  might  other- 
wise be  saved.  Ue  ahonld  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  would  be  a  proper 
reference. 

Mr.  Weight  said,  that,  with  the  very  imper- 
fect understanding  which  the  House  now  pos- 
sessed of  the  paper  to  be  referred,  they  were 
not  in  circum^Dces  to  decide  whether  the  case 
was  such  as  required  legislation  or  not.  Even 
the  present  discussion  he  considered  premature ; 
and  with  a  view  that  every  member  might  ob- 
tain a  ri^t  understanding  of  what  the  commu- 
nication was,  he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
and  to  print  it 

This  motion  previdled ;  and  it  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  accordingly. 


TuEsnAT,  February  6. 
Folar  £!;^edition. 
Mr.  WoBTHiNQTov,  from  a  Select  Committee, 
appointed  on  certain  memorials  in  behalf  of  an 
expedition  of  discovery  in  the  Polar  regions, 
asked  to  be  discbai^d  iVom  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  that  subject,  and  of  the  several 
memorials  thereon,  and  that  tlie  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Storbb  (chairman  of  that  committee) 
opposed  tiie  motion.  The  memorials,  if  they 
went  to  eitlier  of  the  standing  c(Hnmittees, 
seemed  ni^er  to  belong  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce ;  but  they  did  not  appertain  strictly 
to  any  one  ai  the  stan^ng  committees.  The 
snlfjeet  t9pnq>riately  belonged  to  a  special  oom- 
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mittee — suc^  as  had  been  raised  for  the  par- 
pose. 

Mr.  Eteebtt  said,  that  he  was  not  fhllj  ap- 
prised of  the  natnre  of  the  memorial — for  the 
Select  Gommittee  had,  at  the  iDstance  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wobthikoton,) 
been  raised  on  the  first  memorial  alone— bu^ 
,  from  what  he  knew  uf  the  snbject,  he  was 
induced  to  hope  that  the  Select  Committee 
would  be  discharged  irom  its  consideration ; 
and  that  it  would  be  referred  to  no  other  com- 
mittee of  this  nonse.  He  did  not  undertake 
to  dedde  on  the  Bpeciilati<m  of  which  he  on- 
deretood  Bome  ^«rt  of  the  memorial  to  oonnst. 
At  the  proper  time,  and  nnder  proper  circum- 
stances, he  was  disposed  to  favor  my  nnder- 
taking  the  object  of  which  was  to  advance  the 
oanse  of  science.  He  thought  yerj  highly  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made  by  other 
nations,  to  explore  tbe  nnkuown  regions  of  the 
earth ;  but,  on  the  subject  of  these  memorials, 
he  did  not  think  the  public  mind  had  reached 
such  a  point  as  would  lead  them  to  approve 
of  an  undertaking  based  on  a  theory  of  the 
kind  referred  to.  He  was  far  from  wishing, 
or  intending,  to  cast  any  thing  like  ridicule  on 
the  theory ;  he  did  not  profess  to  be  sufficient- 
ly acqnunted  with  iho  principles  on  which  the 
Newt«iian  theory  was  fonnded,  to  pronounce 
between  them.  At  all  events,  he  md  not  be- 
lieve the  nation  would  approve  of  the  time  of 
this  Honse  being  occupied  with  a  consideration 
ot  the  subject.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  divide 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
8o  that  the  select  committee  might  be  dis- 
chaigoi,  and  the  memorials  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  "BvaoAHAS  said  he  had  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  any  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  truth  or  fiilsehood  of  the  speculations  In 
these  memorials.  But  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  stood  toward  some  of  the  memorial- 
ista,  rendered  it  premier  tor  him  to  say  &  word 
OB  the  snUect.  Smue  of  Uie  memorlala  were 
presented  men  of  aa  great  Teq>eotabQil7  in 
the  conminnity,  of  as  cool  heads,  and  as  far 
removed  from  any  thing  like  enthusiasm,  or 
credulity,  as  any  that  could  be  fonnd.  They 
recommended  not  an  expedition  to  Symmes's 
hole,  (if  there  was  such  a  ^loce.)  but  an  expedi- 
tion of  discovery  in  the  nigh  latitudes  of  both 
hemispheres.    That  was  the  subject  of  Iho 

Srayer  of  these  petitioners — a  subject  entirely 
istinct  from  the  peculiarities  of  any  hypothe- 
sis. He  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Kaval  AfTairs — as,  should  any 
expedition  be  determined  on,  that  would  be 
the  Impropriate  committee  through  which  the 
report  oaght  to  come.  The  Legislatoie  of 
Maryland  was  among  the  petitioners  on  this 
snl^ect.  Th^  had  miaidmoa^  reoommended 
the  Bul^ect  to  the  attmtion  of  Congress— other 
petitions  oame  from  Tarions  parts  of  the  United 
States.  He  thought  it  was  due  to  the  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  these  memorialists,  that 
poper  attention  ahonld  be  pidd  to  tb^  ^pU- 
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cation.  For  himself^  he  professed  to  have 
formed  no  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Symmes's 
theory.  There  might  be  a  hole  at  the  poles 
for  aught  he  knew ;  but  however  that  m^t 
be,  the  expedition  rec<Humei^ed  was  not^r 
the  purpose  of  finding  it. 

Mr.  Webms  said  he  bad  in  his  hand  a  petition 
from  the  Governor,  Council,  and  ChanceUor  of 
Maryland,  on  this  subject,  which  he  wished  to 
present  [He  was  reminded  by  the  Chair  that 
this  was  not  the  time  for  the  jH-esentation  ot 
petitions.] 

The  question  being  then  taken,  on  tbe  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WoBxnnronnr,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

SATimDAT,  February  10. 
Ji^enon  Lottery  Bill, 

Mr.  AisiANDKB,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
anthorize  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  'Wash- 
ington to  introdnce  into  the  lotteries  they  are 
authorized  to  establisb  certain  land  prizes^ 
(being  the  lands  of  the  late  President  4^<a- 
son,)  reported  the  same  withont  amendment 

On  reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  A.  observed, 
that  the  Legislature  of  Yircinia  had  passed  an 
act  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, granting  a  lottery  for  tbe  disposal  of  his 
real  estate.  An  agent  in  Washington  had  been 
employed  to  prepare  a  sdiemo  tor  the  lottery 
thus  granted;  hut  owing  to  the  small  nnmber 
of  the  prizes,  this  scheme  was  found  impracti- 
cable. Application  was  made  to  Congress  to 
fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Legislature  of  Vit^nia, 
by  connecting  the  Jefferson  lottery  with  some 
scheme  which  had  for  its  object  the  benefit  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  the  present  biU 
was  intended  to  effect  that  otgect  What  Mr. 
Jefferson  might  have  thought  or  dime  in  rda- 
tion  to  snch  a  proposal,  had  he  lived,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  ss^ ;  ont  in  making  this  apjdica- 
tion,  the  execator  of  that  illustrious  man  had 
done  no  more  than  was  his  duty,  nnder  the 
will.  He  had  acted  iinder  the  influence  of 
feeling  and  of  duty,  and  the  application  was 
recommended  by  every  principle  of  filial  grati- 
tude, and  by  all  those  Bentiments  of  the  human 
heart,  which,  if  he  would,  he  could  not  change. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  Monday- 
ayes  lOA,  20. 

Dutiet  on  Wool  and  WooUeiit. 

The  bill  for  tiiQ  protectim  of  the  wooDcs 
manufactures  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
qnestion  being  on  tiie  passage  of  the  bill, 

[An  earnest  debate  took  place  in  which  Measis. 
Cambreleng,  Lawrence,  Buchanan,  Wurts,  Stewart, 
Cook,  and  Inghun  joined,  when  finally] 

The  qnestion  recurred—"  Shall  this  Inll  passf* 
and  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Digitized  by  Google 


BBBATSS  OF  GONGB£SS. 


41d 


Eebbitabt,  1827.] 

Teas. — ItosBn.  Adams  of  New  York,  Allen  of 
Hub.,  Angel,  Bsiley,  Badger,  Baldwin,  BartUtt, 
Bartle;,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barnej,  Beecher,  Brown, 
.  Borieigh,  BuTKea,  Campbell,  Caaiedy,  Clarke,  Con- 
diet,  Crowtdnsoield,  DaviB,  Deitz,  Dw^ht,  Eastman, 
Xdwarda  of  Pennsylvania,  Everett,  Findtey  of  Fa., 
Hodlay  of  Ohio,  Forward,  FosdiclE,  Gamsey,  Gftni- 
son,  H&Uock,  Harris,  Hairey,  Hasbrocek,  Healey, 
Henry,  Hobart,  Holoombe,  Hugnnin,  Humphrey, 
IngersoU,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  JohusoQ  of  Keur 
tncky,  Kellogg,  Kidder,  Krebs,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Little,  Locke,  Uallary,  Uarkell,  Hartley,  Hartindftle, 
Marvin  of  New  York,  Mattocks,  MoKeon,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  MoManus,  Ibeeh,  Uerwin  of  Connactioot,  Met- 
calfe, Miller  of  Kew  York,  Miner,  Jas.  B.  Uttdiell, 
John  Mitchell,  Orr,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Flomer,  Porter, 
Beed,  Rose,  Boss,  Sands,  Scott,  Shannon,  BO,  Sloane, 
Bprague,  Stewart,  Storra,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Tom- 
Unson,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Van  Horn,  Vance, 
Vamum,  Tinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Whip^e, 
White.  Whittemore,  Wbittlesey,  JsntM  WOsoo,  Wil- 
son of  Ohio,  Wolf,  Wood  of  New  YoA,  Woods  of 
Ohio,  Wright— 106. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Addams  of  FennsylvaDia,  Alexan- 
der of  Virginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong, 
Ashley,  Barbour  of  Vir^ia,  Barringer,  Bassett, 
Bftylies,  Blair,  Boon,  Bren^  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Buck- 
ner,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Carter,  Cary,  Claiborne, 
Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Cmmp,  Davenport,  Drayton, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Gamett, 
Gist,  Govan,  Gurly,  Haile,  Hamilton,  Haynes,  Hcr- 
liok,  Hines,  Hofbtan,  Holmes,  Houston,  Ingham, 
Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  New>York,  Kerr,  Kit- 
tera,  KrcDier,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Idvingston,  Long, 
Marable,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  MoHatton,  McKee,  Mc- 
£ue  of  Delaware,  McNciD,  Mwoer,  llforriwether, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina, 
Mitchell  of  Tennessee,  Hoore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Peter,  Polk, 
BJpley,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Smith,  Stevenson 
of  Pa.,  Stevenson  of  Va.,  Taliaferro,  Taylor  of  Va., 
Thompson  of  Geo.,  Thompson  of  Ohio,  Trezvont, 
Tucker  of  8. 0.,  Veiplanek,  Weems,  Wickliffe,  WiU 
Bams,  Wilson  of  South  Candlna,  Wurtz,  Young 
— 9S. 

Bo  the  1)ill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  oononirenoe. 


MoiTOAT,  February  13. 
Slavery  in  the  IHstriet  of  Colwniia. 

Mr.  Baesbt  presented  a  memorial  of  snndiy 
citizens  of  Bflltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  providing 
that  all  children  hereafter  born  of  parents  held 
to  dare^  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  be  free  at  a  certain  age,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed. 

Mr.  MdDtmiE  said,  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
what  disposition  was  mode  of  this  memorial ; 
but  be  sbonld  vote  against  the  printing  of  the 
memorial,  and  he  should  do  so  on  this  principle  : 
We  act  OS  Representatives  of  the  people  of  tho 
District  of  Colnmbia.  They  are  deprived  of  aJl 
the  privileges  which,  as  freemen,  they  originally 
possessed.  They  are  under  as  perfect  a  des- 
potism as  ever  existed  in  the  provinces  of 
Borne,  under  the  Fmtors,  vhich  aU  koav  to 
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hare  been  bo  demotic  They  are  not  repre- 
sented :  they  have  no  voice  in  the  inction  of 
those  who  legislate  for  them.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  every  member  of  this  House,  feeling 
the  magnitude  of  the  trust  devolved  upon 
him,  without  the  responsibility  of  elections, 
will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  stand  as  a  sacred 
sentinel  over  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
District ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  whenever  we  legislate 
for  them,  that  we  shall  not  permit  the  people 
of  other  States  to  come  here  with  imperanent 
suggestions  <tf  what  ooght  to  be  d(me  in  any 

I) articular  case.  8itm>ose  the  people  of  Mary- 
and  were  to  go  to  Uie  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
and  undertake  to  instruct  them  what  they 
should  do  in  relation  to  a  particular  class  of 
poptilation:  would  it  not  be  outr^eous  and 
msnlting?  Is  it  not  equally  so  for  them  to 
oome  here,  and  call  upon  the  National  Legislo* 
tare  to  sacrifice  any  right  which  the  people  of 
Virginia  deem  important  to  their  peace  or  in- 
terest ?  If  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia wish  to  abolish  slavery,  and  will  present  a 
petition  to  this  House  to  uiat  effect,  no  man  in 
this  House  will  be  more  ready  than  I  will  to 
grant  to  the  people  any  measure  whioh  they 
Toay  deem  necessary  to  free  themselves  from 
this  deplorable  evu.  But,  so  long  as  they 
deem  it  an  important  privilege,  I  never  can 
consent  to  print  and  spread  abroad  a  memorial 
from  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Maryland, 
asking  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  Dis- 
trict— to  violate  the  very  first  principles  of 
political  legislation  and  of  liberty,  by  depriving 
the  people  of  their  property,  by  means  which 
they  have  no  agency  in  creating  or  promoting. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  liqr  the  petition  on  the 
table. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  Powxzj.  opposed  the  printing  of  the 
document  The  sesirion  was  fast  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  it  could  not  he  expected  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  presented  the  peti- 
tion, or  by  any  one  else,  that  any  legislation 
was  to  grow  out  of  it.  The  only  effect  which 
would  result  from  printing  the  petition,  would 
he  to  disseminate  a  partial  and  intemperate 
view  of  the  subject  of  slavery,  a  meosuro  very 
likely  to  do  harm,  and  firom  whidi  no  possible 
good  could  arise. 

Mr.  Bas!iet  observed,  that  ho  had  presented 
the  memorial  in  performance  of  a  duty  to  its 
numerous  and  respectable  signers,  baring  pre- 
TioQsly  ascertained  that  it  was  coached  in 
deoorons  and  respectful  language,  such  as  he- 
came  them  to  use,  and  titds  Honse  to  hear.  The 
petitioners,  conscientiously  believing  that  the 
period  had  arrived  when  measures  onght  to 
be  adopted  to  promote  gradual  emancipation, 
exercised  an  undoubted  right  to  present  their 
views  for  tho  consideration  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  it  was  entirely  pertinent 
for  them  to  do  so,  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstandmg.  Mr.  B.  Mt  himself  oonstrained 
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to  state  that,  although  the  existence  of  negro 
slavery  deplored  as  an  evil  by  all  elassea  of 
coustituents,  yet  a  very  large  m^ority  of  them 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  this  questitm  as 
premature,  impolitic,  and  injadicious,  and  not 
calculated  to  produce  any  beneficial  results  to 
the  present  generation.  Every  member  of  this 
House  can  bear  witness  that,  so  far  from  volun- 
tarily introducing  sulfjects  calculated  to  create 
excitement,  he  had  never  permitted  himself  to 
mingle  in  any  debate,  affecting,  in  the  rejnotest 
degree,  onr  colored  population,  either  black  or 
reu.  He  had  acted  from  a  conviction  that  the 
sensibilities  of  a  portion  of  the  Union  were 
feelingly  alive  on  all  each  questions.  As  illus- 
trative of  this  determination,  it  was  on  ^s 
motion  tliat  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  printing  being  requested  by  the  memorial- 
ist, he  had  moved  it  accordingly,  and  he  was 
perfectly  content  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision 
of  the  House,  be  it  their  pleasure  to  sostain  or 
r^ect  the  proposition. 

Mr.  DoBSET  said  that,  whatever  disposition 
he  might  feel  to  gratify  a  minority  of  the  con- 
stituchts  of  his  colleague,  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  paper  they  had  Jost  presented  should 
be  promulgated  by  means  of  an  order  ot  this 
House  for  theprinting of  it.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  McDctfie)  was 
mistaken,  if  be  supposed  that  the  whole  otgect 
of  this  memorial  was  confined  to  the  District 
of  Columbia.  It  breathed  the  spirit  of  general 
emancipation;  and  though  its  request  began 
with  tliis  District,  its  ulterior  purpose  went 
much  further.  The  House  had  received  peti- 
tions on  the  same  subject,  and  in  much  the 
same  tone,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States, 
but  no  such  importance  had  been  attached  to 
them,  aa  induced  the  House  to  order  their 
being  printed.  Why  was  the  present  memorial 
to  be  distingoiahed  by  such  an  order  respecting 
it  f  If  this  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
all  the  others  should  be  printed  too.  Hut,  he 
could  see  no  good  consequence  likely  to  arise, 
and  he  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  printing,  it  was 
negatived  by  a  large  migority ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  woBred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Georgia  and  ike  Creel  Indians. 

The  fi^wlng  reaolution,  moved  by  Mr, 
"EoBBTm,  on  the  8th  instant,  was  read  the 
Becood  time: 

"  Reaolved  by  the  Benate  and  Hasm  of  Reprwni' 
atiite$efth»  United  Siaies  (jf  America  in,  Congres* 

tutmMedy  That  the  Bum  of  dollars,  to  be  paid 

out  of  any  monej'  in  the  Treasory,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, be,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  distributed  among  the  Creek 
Indiana,  as  a  full  indemnity  for  their  claim  to  hunt 
upon,  or  in  any  other  manner  ose,  the  strip  of  land 
lying  between  the  Chataboochie  River  and  Uie  di- 
viding line  between  the  States  of  Oeorgia  and  Ala- 
bama, which  Bud  land  is  to  be  sut^ject  to  the  nndis- 
turbcd  occupation  of  the  dtiznu  of  Georgia,  under 
the  laws  of  that  State." 


Thia  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  on  the  9th,  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  events  jfrowing  out  of  the  con- 
flicting clums  of  Georgia  and  the  Creek  Indians, 
to  certain  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  that 
State. 

The  bill  fVom  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the 
Con>oration  of  the  <Sty  of  Washington  to  in- 
trodnce  into  the  lotteries  they  are  aathorixed 
to  establish,  prizes,  to  be  composed  the  Itte 
President  Jefferson's  landa,**  was  read  the  ^rd 
time,  and  passed. 


TmsDAT,  F6bniai7  18. 
The  Viee  Pretidenf*  Appeal 
Mr.  WmonT,  from  the  Committee  of  Inqniry 
into  the  official  conduct  of  the  present  Vice 
President,  when  Secretary  of  Vw,  made  the 
following  report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
comntunication  of  the  Yics  Fbesidest,  of  the 
29th  December  last,  respectfully  report : 

That,  immediately  after  they  assembled,  they  in- 
fcwmed  the  Vice  Fresideid  of  their  bdng  o^aabed, 
and  of  their  readiness  to  roodve  ai^  commai^tion 
which  he  might  see  fit  to  make.  On  the  receipt 
his  rei^y,  dated  the  8d  of  Jannary,  and  which  ac- 
companies this  report,  Mr.  McDuffie,  as  the  friend 
and  representative  of  the  Vice  President,  was  ad- 
mitted before  th^  committee,  and  attended  throo^- 
oat  the  examination  which  followed. 

The  flnt  object  of  inquiry,  in  proceeding  to  boii* 
ness,  was,  to  ascertain  whether  any  charges  against 
the  Vice  President  bad  been  placed  among  the  pub- 
lic records  of  the  War  Department.  And  after  aa 
exandnation  on  this  point,  tbe  committee  became 
satisfied  that  no  such  charges  were,  or  had  been, 
among  the  records  or  papers  of  that  Department. 
But,  as  the  letter  from  Elijah  Mix,  addressed  to 
Major  Saterlee  Clark,  under  the  name  of  "  Hancock," 
bad  been  published  in  tbe  Alexandria  Phoniix  Ga- 
zette, of  the  26th  December,  which  publication  the 
Vice  President  had  particularly  referred  to,  in  his 
note  to  tbe  coroniittee,  they  felt  bound  to  examine 
fully  and  freely  into  tbe  truth  Or  tMtj  of  the  mat- 
ters contained  in  that  letter. 

Trom  tbe  nature  of  the  duties  hnposed  upon  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  espedally  when  connected 
with  the  ^Btioot  wish,  as  expressed  by  the  Vice 
Present,  in  the  present  Instance,  for  the  "freest 
investigadon,"  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  give  to  th^  proceedings  the  conneetioa 
and  conciseness  incident  to  trials,  when  the  testi- 
mony is  ascertained  and  arranged  before  it  is  pre- 
sented. They  have,  however,  diligently  appoed 
themselves  to  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and 
after  a  long  and  laborious  examination,  they  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  there  are  no  bets 
which  will  authorize  the  belief,  or  even  suspicion, 
that  the  Vice  Prcndent  was  ever  interested,  or 
that  he  participated,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
profits  of  any  contract  formed  with  the  Govemmeat 
through  the  Department  of  War,  while  he  waa  la- 
trusted  with  the  discharge  (tf  Its  duties,  or  at  any 
other  time. 

They  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  condoct  of  Mr. 
BarboDTfthe  preaent  fiecretary  of  WaT,in  r^ard  to 
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tbe  letter  of  Klyali  Mix,  ia  not,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, deserring  of  cenmre.  The  accusation  con- 
tained in  the  letter  vaa  regarded  bj  turn  as  a  base 
calumny  upon  the  Tice  Freaident,  penned  hj  a  man 
wholly  unirorUij  of  notice ;  and  the  committee  hare 
no  reason  to  beueve  that  tlie  saiq>oeed  truth  of  that 
aeeosadon  wea  at  any  time  the  bads  of  an;  act  of 
the  War  DepartmeaL  The  publicaUon  of  the  let- 
ter appears  to  have  been  produced  as  follows : 

In  the  month  of  December  last,  Howes  Golds- 
boroogh  and  Elijah  Mix  were  compeUtors  for  a  con- 
tract with  the  War  Department;  Goldsboroagh, 
aoon  after  hia  atrival  in  Washington,  obtained  from 
liqor  SL  Oark  ft  copy  <tf  the  letter,  with  a  Tiaw  to 
Bse  the  sane  sfjainat  Vix,  abonld  he  find  U  iiece»< 
aary.  From  this  copy  a  transcript  was  obtained  by 
WiUiam  F.  Thornton,  the  junior  editor  of  the  Phoa- 
nix  Gazette,  on  the  27th  December,  which  he  pub- 
U^d  the  next  morning  in  that  paper,  accompanied 
1^  his  editorial  remarks.  In  this  publication  Hr. 
Batbour  had  do  agency,  titber  direet  or  indireet. 
When  he  heard  that  the  letter  had  been  made  pub* 
Ho,  be  reqoested  Col.  R.  It.  Johnson,  of  the  Senate, 
to  call  QpoD  the  Vice  President  as  a  mutual  friend, 
and  inform  him  of  the  manner  in  which  the  letter 
bad  come  to  his  (Mr.  Barbour's)  hands,  and  that  the 
same  had  been  subsequently  transmitted  through 
the  post  office  in  an  envelf^  to  Miyor  Clark,  to 
whom  it  belonged.  This  infonnati«i  was  giren  by 
C6L  Johnscm  to  the  Vice  Prerident,  in  the  nomlu 
of  the  S9tli  of  December,  just  before  he  transmitted 
his  communication  to  the  House. 

The  letter  to  "  Hancock,"  as  tntbUsbed,  and  to 
which  the  Vice  President  had  referred,  contwned, 
among  other  things,  the  following  assertion :  "  And 
I  have  written  letters  of  Tanderentcr^  which 
most  positiTely  mention  that  he  (meaning  Hr.  Oal- 
Iioud)  was  engaged,  and  reeeiTed  some  portion  of 
the  contract.  As  such  letters,  if  they  existed, 
might  lead  to  fhrthcr  evidence,  and  be  important  to 
aid  the  committee  in  their  inquiries,  they  thought 
proper,  in  the  early  stage  of  their  proceedings,  to 
issue  a  aubpccoa  both  for  Uix  and  Vanderenter, 
with  a  clause  therein  contained,  commanding  them 
to  produce  any  papers  In  their  possesuon,  tending 
to  prove  the  accusation  which  Mix  bad  nude  in  bia 
letter  to  Hancock,  In  obedience  to  this  summons, 
the  witnesses  appeared,  and  Mix  having  been  first 
called  upon  to  testify,  produced,  during  his  exami- 
nation, the  letters  from  Major  Vandeventcr,  dated 
August  7th,  1818,  September  10th,  1818,  July  8th, 
1820,  March  24tb,  1621,  and  the  letter  from  Col.  W. 
K.  Armistead,  dated  March  34, 1821.  Onbisseotrnd 
•zaminatiMi,  he  produeed  ue  letters  from  Major 
Tanderenter,  dated  August  8d,  1818,  September 
19th,  1818,  and  October  17th,  1820.  When  it  was 
peroelred  that  In  one  of  the  letters  of  Major  Van- 
deventer,  to  wit :  the  one  dated  Uie  7th  of  August, 
1818,  and  to  which  they  here  particularly  refer, 
aUnsMHi  mB  made  to  a  partner  ia  the  oontraet, 
vhoee  Dtma  was  to  tiava  been  kept  secret,  they  fUt 
ft  to  be  their  duty  to  discover,  if  they  could,  who 
this  secret  partner  was,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  push  the 
inquiry  so  far  as  to  leave  no  room  for  suspicion  that 
the  Yice  President  was  the  person  alluded  to.  This 
branch  of  the  subject  haa  been  the  principal  cause 
of  their  consuming  so  much  time  in  the  hivestiga- 
tion;  they  foond  that  they  were  here  led  into  a 
vUer  field  than  eonld  bare  been  at  flnt  antidpated, 
aad  that  it  was  ueceaiary  in  order  to  get  a  fUl  vieir 
of  the  vhole  grom^t^^  flioieiifl^  into  the  on* 


gin  and  history  of  what  Is  commonly  called  the  Mix 
contract.  The  letters  of  Major  Yandeventer  abore 
referred  to,  appear  to  relate  principally  to  the  pri- 
vate and  confiitential  transactions  between  him  and 
E.  Mix,  in  regard  to  the  contract ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  or  presume  that  the  Yioe  Fre^ 
dent  was  ever  made  acquainted  with  their  contents. 
The  letter  from  Col.  Armistead,  written  while  he  waa 
at  the  head  of  the  Engineer  Department,  although 
it  wears  the  appearance  of  an  official  paper,  and 
waa  improperly  intended,  as  the  committee  beUeve, 
to  bring  the  weight  of  official  influence  to  bear  upon 
the  private  transactions  between  Yandeventer  and 
IGx,  was  not  written  with  the  sanotion  or  knowledge 
of  the  Vice  President,  and  no  eopy  <tf  it  was  enr 
entered  in  the  letter-book  of  the  Diriment. 

The  committee  will  here  remark,  that  they  idaco 
no  reliance  whatever  on  the  testimony  of  Elijah  Mix, 
From  the  self-conttadictions,  apparent  on  the  &ce 
of  bii  te^mony,  and  whieh  it  is  unneoeasary  here 
to  rec^rftulate,  arfde  from  the  inhmy  attadied  to  Ui 
elkaracter,  the  committee  were  satlaud  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  believed  on  bis  oath.  The  letters,  however, 
just  referred  to,  and  produced  by  him  during  fall 
examination,  do  not  rest  for  their  authenticity  oa 
bis  testimony.  Those  from  Major  Yandeventer,  ex- 
cepting such  parts  as  had  been  defaced  or  obUter- 
ated,  were  acknowledged  by  U^or  Yandeventer 
himself  to  be  genuine;  and  he  was  requested  in 
every  instance,  to  state,  witli  the  letters  befbre  him, 
what  names  or  words  had  occupied  the  obliterated 
places,  when  the  letters  were  written.  The  letter 
from  Colonel  Armistead  was  also  acknowledged  by 
that  officer  to  be  genuine.  But  the  three  papers 
purporting  to  be  copies  or  the  substance  of  a  letter 
from  H^or  Yandeventer  to  Mr,  Calhoun,  rest  for 
their  authenticity  on  the  unsupported  tesnmonj  of 
E.  Mix,  and  are  regarded  by  the  committee  as  nav^ 
in^  been  fhbricated  by  faim.  They  are  also  of 
opmion  that  the  words  or  names  defaced  from  tho 
letters  of  Miyor  Yandeventer  were  so  defaced  by 
E.  Mix :  and  the  committee  have  been  unable  to 
aacertun  with  certainty,  «tber  from  Taodeventw, 
the  admitted  author  of  the  fetters,  or  boa  any  other 
sonree,  what  the  words  or  names  were,  wUuk  liavo 
been  thus  obliterated. 

The  offer  for  the  contract  appears  to  have  been 
made  by  E.  Mix  on  the  88d  of  July,  1818,  and  pro- 
poses to  deliver  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  "from  one 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone, 
at  three  dollars  per  perch."  The  contract  as  fur- 
oished  from  the  War  Deparbnent,  bears  date  S6th 
of  July,  1818.  It  stipulates  for  the  delivery  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thooaand  perehes  of  stme,  a( 
three  dollan  per  perch — is  drawn  np  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Major  Yandeventer,  and  by  him  alone 
witnessed,  and  is  signed  by  General  Joseph  0. 
Swift,  the  then  Chief  En^eer,  and  by  El^ah  Mix. 
Although  Mix  here  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
contractor,  yet,  from  the  evidence,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  that,  at  the  time  tbe  contract  was  mad& 
or  soon  after,  and  before  the  execution  of  any  valid 
bond  fbr  the  perfonnance  thereof  it  was  divided 
Into  sharea,  and  that  one-fourth  belonged  to  Major 
Yandeventer,  one-fourth  to  Elijah  Mix,  one-fourth 
to  R,  C.  Jeniungs,  and  the  remaining  fourth  to  a 
person  wboee  name  was  not  to  have  been  mentioned. 
The  title  of  Yandeventer  to  lus  fonrtb,  at  the  time 
above  referred  to,  appears  to  have  rested  on  a  ver. 
tial  and  eonfideDtlaf  agreunent  between  him  and 
Kz,  and  so  nmsfawd  till  Ae  Sith  of  April,  1818, 
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when  He  received  a  writtea  bill  of  sale  of  one-hmlf 
of  the  whole  contract.  Howes  Goldsborough  &  Co. 
lubsequently  became  the  owners  of  one-fourth,  by 
purchase  from  Stmuel  Co^r,  who  bad  previoualT 
pordiaaed  fivm  Uajor  VudeTeater;  and  the/ 
(Ooldsboroogh  &  Co.)  were  recognised  at  tbe  War 
I)epartinent,  bj  the  consent  of  K  Uiz,  ezpreasod  in 
a  letter  sent  hj  him  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  and 
dated  the  I3th  of  April,  1821. 

The  first  bond,  received  at  the  En^neer  Depart* 
ment,  on  the  contract,  is  dated  fith  of  August,  1818, 
and  describes  the  contract  as  baTing  been  made  bj 
Bijah  Hix  and  Qeorge  Cooper,  for  the  delirery  of 
Mulnudred  thcHMand  pwchea  of  atone,  bdng  fifty 
thoosand  leas  than  Mix  was  enUtled  to  deliver. 
This  bond  la  rigned  by  E.  Mix  and  George  Cooper, 
as  eonb«ctors,  and  by  Bamoel  Cooper  and  James 
Oaldey,  as  aareties;  the  snretiea  were  regularly  ai>- 

?-0Ted  by  R.  Riker,  Bacorder  of  the  City  of  New 
ork,  as  appears  by  his  certificate  following  immc- 
dktely  after  tbe  signatures,  and  dated  the  same  as 
the  bMd.  It  irin  be  perceived,  at  once,  that  there 
la  an  obvious  and  fatal  variance  between  this  bond 
•Dd  the  contract.  In  an  official  letter  written  from 
tbe  Engineer  DeparUnent,  on  the  lltb  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1816,  to  Lieutenant  OeorgeBlaney,  and  coiued 
mto  the  letter-boolc  of  that  Department,  the  con- 
tract is  described  aa  for  one  hundred  tiiousaod 
pan^  of  stone.  The  Unguage  of  the  letter  is  as 
fiiUowa;  "  Ton  vm  inform  the  Agent  that  a  con- 
tract has  been  made  with  Captain  £.  Hix,  to  de- 
Tiwevf  as  toon  as  practicable,  at  the  Rip  Rape,  one 
hundred  thousand  perch  of  stone." 

In  a  sabsequent  letter,  written  to  James  Haurice, 
also  copied  into  the  same  letter-book,  and  dated  the 
Slat  day  of  August,  1818,  the  contract  is  deaoribcd 
•a  being  for  two  hundred  thooaand  perches.  The 
language  of  thia  letter  iiaa  fbllows:  "HnE,Hix 
wiQ  soon  commence  to  deliver  ttwe  at  the  Rip 
Baps,  under  contract  with  this  Department  for  two 
hundred  thousand  perch." 

Some  time  after  tbe  delivery  at  the  Engineer 
Department  of  the  first  bond,  bnt  at  what  precise 
tima  does  not  appear,  a  new  bond  wai  given  fbr 
the  delivery  of  one  hundred  and'  titty  thousand 
perehes,  describing  the  contract  as  made  by  E. 
mx*  This  second  bond  ia  signed  by  E.  Hix  as  con- 
tractor, and  Samuel  Cooper  and  James  Oakley,  as 
mretiea — audit  ia  antedated  to  Sth  of  Angiut,  1818 
—-but  no  certificate  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of 
tbe  sureties,  was  attached  to  this  instrument.  The 
committee  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  when  this 
second  bond  was  received  at  the  EngineerDepart- 
ment;  though  the  impresdtmof  Qcoeral  Ssrift  is, 
tiiat  it  ms  received  before  be  left  the  office,  which 
vaa  on  the  11th  of  November,  1818.  U^or  Tan- 
^Tcnter  also  expresses  his  belief^  that  it  was  de- 
livered during  the  Fall  of  1818.  How  far  his  tes- 
timony conflicts,  if  at  dl,  with  his  letter  to  Hix, 
dated  17th  October,  18S0,  In  which  he  tugei  upon 
the  latter  to  attend  to  "the  bond,"  the  committee 
vill  not  undertake  to  determine. 

The  attention  of  O^neral  Swift  was  particularly 
directed,  before  the  committee,  to  the  discrepancies 
hi  the  bonds,  and  also  to  the  two  letters  tnm  tbe 
En^necr  Department,  in  which  tbe  contract  ia  al- 
ia^ to.  The  explanation  which  he  gtros  wQl  be 
fotmd  in  his  testimony,  to  which  the  committee 
refer. 

During  an  investigation  relative  to  this  contract, 
]y  a  Committee  <rftte  Homo  of  BepwiantatiTei^  in 


1822,  a  copy  of  the  bond  was  requested  by  that 
committee.  In  answer  to  which  tbe  Engineer  De- 
partment fumisbed  a  copy  of  the  second  bond, 
which  bad  been  substituted  for  tbe  one  first  given, 
but,  as  thero  was  no  certificate  ^  the  Beeoraer^ 
Kew  York,  approving  tbe  sureties  on  the  aeeond 
bond,  a  copy  of  the  certificate  annexed  to  the  can- 
celled bond  was  made,  and  attached  to  the  copy  of 
the  bond  furnished.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Engi- 
neer Department,  who  attested  these  copies,  bases- 
plained  tbe  cause  of  bis  certifying  to  this  ioacen- 
racy;  and  to  hia  testimony,  la  that  patticiihr}  the 
committee  here  refer. 

The  question  still  remains,  who  was  the  secret 
partner?  But  the  committee  being  entirely  satis- 
fied that  the  secret  partner  was  not  the  Vice  PtmI- 
dent,  which  was  the  main  question  to  be  decided, 
will  leave  the  conflicting  testimony  on  the  ^ber 
point  with  the  House,  without  attempting  to  ded^ 
upon  its  relative  weight. 

On  the  Stth  JanuatT,  ISST,  tbe  committee  closed 
the  examination  of  witiieasee  on  th^  part,  except 
as  to  one  or  two  who  had  been  summoned  but  had 
not  attended.  On  that  day  the  friend  and  repre- 
Sentative  of  the  Vice  Prendent  was  advised  that 
the  committee  bad  so  closed  their  examination,  and 
be  was  also  ioformed  l:ty  a  member  of  the  ctMumit- 
tee.  In  its  preaenoe,  that  tbe  committee  were  onam* 
monsly  of^  oidnion  that  tbe  Vice  Pretidenl  was 
innocent  of  the  charge  of  having  participated  inaoy 
manner  in  any  contract  made  with  the  War  Dqiait* 
ment,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  War.  The  same 
day,  at  the  Instance  of  Hr.  HcDuffie,  subpoenas 
were  issued  for  witnesses  to  appear  and  tcstUy  on 
behalf  of  the  Vice  Preddent.  On  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, the  committee  received  from  the  fi-iend  and 
representatire  <tf  the  Vice  Kosident  a  paper  pro- 
testing i^^ainst  the  previooa  proceedinge  of  the 
committee.  Considering  this  paper  as  prepared 
and  presented  under  the  sanction  of  the  high  officer, 
in  whose  behalf  it  protests,  the  committee  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  transmit  it  to  tbe  Hoose^ 
bnt  they  forbear  all  comment  on  its  contents. 

The  cmmnittee  submit  herewith  all  the  tesiimovy 
they  have  reoaivied  doting  the  examination. 

The  report  ms  read  1>7,tlid  cleA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbioiit,  it  was  Hun 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Paper  Mcotnpanying  the  report  of  the  Conmitti*  on 

the  application  of  tM  Viee  PretidtttL 
To  the  Hon.  Johh  Flotd:  - 

Sib:  TheCommitteeof  Livestigatioa,  orerwUch 
you  preside,  having  announced  to  me,  as  the  tAutA 
and  representative  of  Hr.  Calhoun,  that  they  have 
closed  the  examination  of  aU  the  witnesses  they 
deem  it  necessary  or  proper  to  summon  before 
them,  I  should  be  equally  insensible  to  tbe  dains 
of  private  friendship,  and  the  obligations  of  puUie 
duty,  were  I  not  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  NC^»t 
the  extraordinary  course,  and  not  leas  extraorwnarr 
conclution,  of  a  proceeding,  singularly  destitute  of 
almost  every  attribute  of  a  legal  investigatioo. 
Even  if  it  should  be  considered  that  this  committee 
was  instituted,  not  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  lot- 
ting in  judgment  on  the  specific  diarge  submitted 
to  their  examinatitm,  but  for  the  additional  ptupoae 
of  enrcinng,  to  a  certain  extent,  tbe  functions  of 
an  {nquisitorial  commission,  I  cannot  ctmceive  that 
there  would  be  any  thing  in  the  chaiacter  of  such 
a  oommtalODj  thaA  would  anthorfae  it  to  dsjpait 
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from  the  AmdameDtal  priuciples  of  judidal  ioTesti* 

Stion,  uid  the  established  rules  of  Judicial  evi- 
nce ;  and  after  wandering  at  large,  through  the 
perplexing  mazes  of  suspicion  and  conjecture, 
guided  only  by  the  bewildering  lights  of  incompe- 
tent and  inadmissible  teatimonj,  to  select  the  pre- 
cise point  where  sn^idoa  ends  and  legal  evidence 
begins,  as  the  conclusion  of  their  Inqoiries.  Bat, 
confidently  believing  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
tiie  House  that  this  committee  should  assume  the 
solemn  characterof  a  judicial  tribunal,  and  that  the 
fkcts  and  opinions  which  they  may  report  to  the 
House  will  be  consequently  regarded  by  the  public 
as  having  the  stamp  of  judicial  authority,  I  feel  im- 
peOed,  by  a  profound  sense  of  the  duty-  which  I 
owe  to  Mr.  wQioan,  to  the  eountry,  and  even  to 
the  ooffimlttee  themselTes,  to  state,  briefly  and  dis- 
tinctly, my  objections  to  the  course  pursued,  be- 
&re  It  sbul  be  too  late  to  correct  or  to  palliate  its 
Injostice.  And,  in  the  very  outset  of  my  remarks, 
I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  fact,  as  strikingly  illus- 
trative of  the  anomalous  character  of  this  proceed- 
ings that,  with  the  exoepUon  of  the  solitai^  qoM- 
tion  as  to  tlie  &ct  of  Ur.  Calhoon'a  participation, 
which  every  witness  has  promptly  and  onequiro- 
cally  answered  ia  the  negative,  there  is  not  one 
titUe  of  all  the  encumbering  mass  of  documentary 
and  oral  testimony  which  has  occupied  the  inces- 
sant labors  of  the  committee  for  more  than  twenty 
days,  that  has  the  slightest  pretension  to  the  char- 
acter of  legal  evidence,  whether  we  regard  it  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  accusation,  or  to  any  other 
accusation  agauut  the  private  int^ritr  or  official 
parity  of  Ur.  Calhoun,  In,  order  to  demonstrate 
this  proposition,  I  beg  leave  to  present,  for  the  re- 
consideration of  the  committee,  a  descriptive  and 
analytical  review  of  the  recorded  testimony. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  first  three  or  four 
days  of  this  inquiry  were  devoted  to  the  examina- 
tion  of  witneoaes,  professedly  produced  for  the  pnr- 
pow  of  exeulpatit^  the  present  Secretary  of  War 
from  the  imputation  of  having  any  agency,  either  in 
bringing  forward  the  cliarge  of  peculation  against 
Mr.  Calltoun,  or  in  the  infamous  publication  of  the 
equally  in&mous  letter  of  the  yet  more  infamous 
instrument  of  this  dark  and  ne&rious  eoosiHrtcy. 
Zt  is  not  my  purpose  to  complain  of  the  course  pur- 
aned  by  the  committee,  in  this  respect,  although  it 
might  seem  to  indicate  a  more  anxious  desire  to 
exonerate  one  against  whom  no  imputation  had 
been  made,  than  to  administer  speedy  justice  to  the 
second  officer  of  the  Government,  when  actually  on 
bis  trial  upon  a  charge  of  official  delinquency,  cal- 
culated, if  true,  to  stamp  his  reputation  with  indcli- 
Me  iofiuny.  Bot,  as  the  committee  hare  thought 
proper  to  nuke  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Barbour,  in  Uiis 
transaction,  a  distinct  subject  of  inquiry,  I  feel  con- 
strained to  remark,  that  although  I  readily  exone- 
rate  him  from  auy  intentional  participation  in  this 
most  imiidious  attempt  at  moral  and  political  aasas- 
ainatlon ;  yet  it  is  a  circumstance  mufh  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  in  the  editorial  commentaries  by 
vbieh  tho  publication  of  tiie  letter  of  EBJah  Mix,  in 
the  Pboeidx  Gazette,  was  accompanied,  the  name, 
and  office,  ond  official  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  were  so  artfully  associated  with  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  to  give  it  additional  so- 
lemnity and  importance;  and  that  no  measures 
were  taken  to  have  this  injurious  association  dis- 
claimed through  the  some  channel.  It  ia  a  &ct, 
equally  to  be  regretted,  that  the  Saczelary  should 


have  retained  in  his  possession,  officially,  for  three 
dayH,  the  letter  containing  the  charge  against  Mr. 
Calhoun,  without  giving  him  tho  slightest  intim*- 
tion  of  it.  And  even  the  verbal  dedaration  made 
by  the  Secretary  to  Col.  Johnson,  tliat  he  believed 
the  charge  against  Hr.  Calhoun  to  be  an  atrocious 
cahimny,  was  not  made  until  a  day  had  elapsed 
after  the  publication  in  the  Pbaenix  Gazette,  aikd 
was  only  commumeated  to  Mr.  Calhoun  after  he 
liad  prepared  and  sealed  his  letter  to  tbe  Howe  of 
Representatives,  and  placed  it  In  the  hands  of  a 
friend.  And  I  must  also  state,  as  a  fact  worthy  of 
notice,  that  neither  in  the  Phoenix  Gantte  which 
assumed  a  semi-official  attitude  in  stating  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  tbe 
letter  of  Mix,  nor  in  tin  notice  taken  of  the  poblt 
cation  in  that  foiette  by  tbe  National  IntelUgeneer 
the  next  day,  was  the  bet  stated,  thai  the  Becretotf 
regarded  the  charge  against  Mr.  Calboim  as  as 
atrodoua  calumny. 

But  to  resume  the  analyns  of  the  testimony,  with 
a  view  to  its  immediate  bearing  upon  my  t^wDing 
proposition.  After  submitting  um  obvious  remark, 
that  all  the  evidence  produced  to  exculpate  Mr. 
Barbour  was  not  only  irrelative,  but  immaterial  to 
the  pending  Issue,  I  will  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  that  part  of  the  testimony  which  is  intended,  ai 
I  pre«ume,  to  bear,  directly  or  indirectiy,  open  the 
official  uhurocterand  integrity  of  Hr.  Calhoun.  The 
great  moss  of  the  evidence  that  has  so  long  engaged 
the  attention  of  tbe  oonuoittee  conaiatB  m  the  vA- 
vate  letters  of  Mijw  Vandeventer  to  ElUah  Mix, 
with  tho  exphiMtiona  .to  whiob  they  have  pvcn  rise. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  enter  in  a 
course  of  argument,  before  a  committee,  of  which 
six,  out  of  seven,  are  lawyers  by  profesdon,  to  show 
that  thcne  letters  ought  to  have  been  promptly  re- 
jected, as  incompetent  and  Improper  testimony. 
Even  if  it  be  granted  ditt  Mr,  Oslboan  is  now  on 
lus  trial  for  every  act  of  his  Ufe,  offldal  or  private, 
and  not  merely  upon  the  specific  charge  reiierred  to 
the  committee,  it  is  periiKtly  clear  that,  according 
to  those  great  principles  of  evidence,  which  have 
been  devised  by  the  wisdom,  and  consecrated  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  tlie  letters  or  deolatatiuu 
of  another  person  cannot  be  given  In  evidence 
against  him.  Nor  is  this  one  of  those  technical 
principlea,  which  sometimes  mar  the  symmetry  of 
the  Uw,  and  have  no  foundation  in  reaacm.  There 
are  no  principles  of  our  law  more  deeply  founded  in 
wisdom,  than  those  which  regulate  the  admission  of 
evidence.  And  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  re- 
mark, that,  next  to  such  an  organization  of  the 
Government  as  will  secure  tbe  efiecUve  reaponal- 
bilHy  of  political  ■gent^  civil  liberty  derives  its 
principal  security  ftom  the  estebHshment  and  sacred 
observance  of  fixed  rules  of  judicial  proceeding  and 
of  judicial  evidence.  The  opinion  entertained  by 
the  enlightened  sense  of  modern  times,  of  the  in- 
separable connection  between  the  rules  of  crimi- 
nal evidence,  and  civil  liberty,  may  be  deariy  in- 
ferred from  the  oppodte  jodgments  which  posterity 
has  pronounced  upon  the  characters  of  Sydney  and 
of  Jefiries.  For,  while  the  name  of  Sydney  is  in- 
scribed on  the  imperishable  rolls  <]/t  fane,  as  a  pa- 
triot and  martyr,  that  of  Jefiries  has,  by  univenal 
consent,  been  condgned  to  everlasting  infamy  as  a 
judicial  monster.  And  yet,  the  catastrophe  of  the 
victim  has  exdled  the  sympathy,  and  the  ijruaa 
of  the  judge  tbe  aUiomnoe, mankind ;  primu' 
pelly  bceauae  tbe  sraiBoe  wsi  efbcted  hy  vlolatiiig 
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ifaose  ralet  of  evideooo^  In  whicli  ererf  member  of 
the  oommunitj  had  &  eommoD  interest,  u  the  only 
means  of  Kouring  his  life  ud  cherftcter  egunit  the 
combined  muhiutioaa  of  proetitnte  informen  utd 
profligate  rulen.  To  uuettle  ud  nbTWt  these 
rales,  therefore,  under  whatever  pUmlble  pretext 
it  WKf  be  atteniptcd,  b  to  destroy  the  only  mbstan- 
tisl  security  for  every  thing  saored  in  Ufe,  and, 
conseqnently,  to  inflict  a  vitu  stab  ap«Hi  the  public 
liberty.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  character  or 
oircvmstances  of  the  present  invesUgation,  that 
should  abeolTe  the  committee  from  the  obserrance 
of  these  roles.  Oa  Uw  contrary,  all  history  will 
jnstUy  the  remark,  that  there  are  no  oceanons  in 
whiok  thidr  rigid  obserrance  is  so  highly  important, 
•8  wbien  legiiuttve  bodies  or  political  commissions 
vxerciM  judicial  powers  for  the  trial  of  piriitical 
•fences.  On  such  oocasioiu,  the  strongest  of  hn- 
aun  passions  dmost  nnsToidably  usurp  die  seat  of 
Judgment ;  and,  unless  restrained  by  pre-establisbed 
Airms  of  proceeding,  and  pn-estabttibed  rules  of 
•Tidenoe,  the  most  caprieioiis  fteaks  of  des- 
potisn  and  Tongeuce  are  perpetrated,  in  the  s^ 
cred  names  of  law  and  Justice.  Without  referring, 
fbr  iilustrmtlon,  to  the  lawless  proceedings  of  those 
inqniaitorial  tribunals  which  are  at  once  the  re- 
proach and  the  terror  of  despotic  GoTemments,  or 
to  the  shocking  outrsfres  committed  by  the  Revo- 
Intionary  tribunals  of  France,  it  would  be  suiBcient 
to  advert  to  the  dlsgracaftil  proeeediiwB  of  the 
Fkrliament  of  England,  In  cases  of  attsinder,  not 
only  to  SQStain  the  general  {nlndides  here  present- 
ed, but  to  communicate  the  most  vivid  impression 
of  thoir  tnitb  and  Importance.  If  these  general 
views  evince  to  the  committee  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  the  estabUshed  rales  of  evidence— and  If 
i  have  shown  Uiat  one  of  Uw  most  Important  of 
those  ndss  ozelndes  the  letters  or  declarations  of  a 
third  person  voAk  tnj  drewnstances— how  Ineom* 
par^y  stronger  does  the  ol^tion  to  tbeir  edmis- 
tion  become,  when  we  advert  to  the  singular  and 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  the  let- 
ten  of  Uajor  Yondeventer  have  been  produced  to 
the  committee.  In  the  lint  place,  they  are  obvi- 
onsly  the  detaohed  parts  of  a  garbled  correspond- 
cnee.  In  the  second  place,  they  are  mutilated  and 
deflraed,  so  as  to  rendsr  their  meaning  unintelligi- 
ble as  to  every  purpose  connected  with  the  investi- 
gation. But  what  is  of  infinitely  more  importance, 
this  oorrespondence  was  obviously  garbled,  and  the 
letters  mutilated  and  defaced,  by  one  of  the  most 
■rtfhl  and  consummate  villains  that  ever  figured  in 
the  annals  of  human  depravity,  lor  the  unquestion- 
able purpose  of  exciting  doubts  and  suspiciiHiB,  by 
means  of  the  mutilations  and  Musures,  which  could 
not  have  besn  prodooed  by  the  letters  in  thMroffig> 
inal  and  entire  state.  It  is  impossible,  thertfore,  to 
conceive  a  combination  of  circnnistances  more 
strikingly  demonstrative  of  the  wisdom  of  those 
rates  of  evidence  from  whieh  the  eommftteo  have 
thon^^t  proper  to  depart,  than  that  whieh  exists  in 
the  present  isMance.  For  It  is  obvioos  to  rennu^r, 
that  tids  is  a  pcditfoal  coamlssini,  eoimosed  of 
political  men ;  and,  disguise  It  as  we  may,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  add,  widiout  intending  to  insinuate 
any  thing  in  the  slightest  degree  disrespectful  to  a 
majority  of  the  oemndttee,  that  they  are  sitting  in 
Jadgpient  on  a  political  opponent,  charged  with  a 
poUtieal  offence.  And  when  it  is  moreover  oonrid- 
vrcd,  that  these  garbled  and  mutilated  letters  have 
bsoiprodBeed  by  the  vilest  of  all  that  tiilw^  itt> 


fbnners  who  have  been  the  disgrace  and  the  terror 
of  those  countries  In  which  they  have  been  counte- 
nanced by  the  widtedness  and  profiigacy  of  rulers, 
a  self-condemned  and  self-immolated  wretdi,  who, 
in  the  very  presence  of  the  committee,  has  literally 
covered  himself  with  "  aJl  the  multiplying  villantes 
of  nature,"  I  cannot  but  believe  that  Us  committee 
wili  themselves  shrink  back  with  abhorrence  froa 
those  machinations  and  devices  which  they  have 
unwittingly  received  in  the  place  of  evidence,  and 
upon  which  the  characters  of  incompetency  and  in- 
fiuny  are  so  clearly  and  indelibly  impressed.  There 
is  one  other  species  of  testimony  sought  by  the 
questions,  and  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  corn* 
mittee,  equally  excluded  by  the  |mneiples  upon 
which  I  have  insisted.  Hesnay  evidence  is  tnad- 
misrible,  not  only  by  the  code  to  which  we  have 
been  accustomed,  but  by  every  system  of  civilized 
Jurispradenoe  with  which  we  have  any  acquaintance ; 
and  yet  the  committee,  apparently  sasuming,  by  a 
strsnga  eompUcation  of  issues,  that  every  officer 
of  the  War  Department  who  bad  any  agency  in 
forming  a  certain  contract  with  Et^ah  Mix,  or  uty 
iotercM  in  it,  is  now  actually  under  trial,  have  re- 
ceived and  recorded,  as  testimony,  the  declarations 
of  thoae  officers,  indlstUictly  recollected,  and  rsgne- 
ly  and  doubtiagly  stated. 

Admitting  that  ft  is  proper  for  the  committee  to 
assume  inquisitorial  powers  in  this  investigation, 
and  in  thti  character  to  ask  of  tha  witnesses,  not 
only  what  they  know,  but  what  they  liavo  heard 
from  others,  it  most  be  exceedingly  apparen^  that 
the  only  excusable  purpose,  even  of  an  inquisitorial 
kind,  for  which  such  questions  could  be  propound* 
ed,  is  the  discovery  of  other  witnesses,  by  whose 
evidcBoo  tlie  charge  might  l>e  established.  Z<et  as 
see  bow  ftr  the  prooee^gs  of  the  committee  hava 
been  oonformable  to  this  view  of  their  ftmctions. 
In  the  evidence  recorded  by  the  committee,  CoL 
Armistead'  states,  in  substance,  that  either  M«or 
Vandeventer  or  Qeneral  Swift  informed  him  that 
the  latter  was  concerned  in  the  Mix  contract 
Upon  further  recollection,  the  witness  states,  that 
he  must  have  received  tlds  iofbrmation  from  Ges. 
Swift  himself:  for  that  he  remembeia  to  have  had 
A  conversation  with  him,  in  which  the  Qenetal  stated 
that  be  liad  an  Idea  of  leaving  the  army,  and  be- 
coming interested  in  some  ctHttract  with  the  Gov- 
enunent,  which  the  witness  supposed  to  have  been 
the  contract  in  question.  He  further  statea,  In  the 
same  conversation,  Gen.  Swift  informed  him  that  ho 
had  asked  the  permissiott  of  Mr.  Calhoun  to  become 
thus  interested.  This  evidence,  if  evideiMe  it  saaj 
be  called,  is  to  be  regarded  in  tlw  twofcdd  aqieet 
of  implicating  Gen.  Swift  in  a  criminal  partt^istiaaL 
in  a  contract  made  by  himself  as  tiie  agent  of  the 
Government,  and  Ur.  Calhoun  in  a  scarceh  less 
ciimiDsl  connivance  at  such  a  participation.  So  iar 
as  it  relates  to  Gen.  Swift,  common  justice  requires 
me  to  renarit,  that  it  is  contrary  to  tboaa 


of  criminal  Jorispradence  wUeh  oorl 
Sithcii  have  oonaecrated  by  a  constitutional  decla- 
ration, to  sit  in  Judgment  npon  a  dtixen  sgains* 
whom  no  charge  has  been  pnaented ;  who  has  oo 
notice  that  his  character  is  even  thus  iaformally 
implicated,  and  who,  instead  of  bmng  preosit  to 
confront  his  accuser,  is  wbtdly  urepresoited  be- 
fore the  committee. 

But,  so  &r  as  tids  teatlm<my  tends  to  impUcat* 
Hr.  Cslhoon,  the  ca«M  adopted  by  the  committee 
ii  lisUa  to  a  moA.  stronger  tb^ieAoa  than  that 
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merelj  of  reeeiTing,  knd  recording  for  publication, 
Incompetent  nd  improper  testimony.  They  haTe 
evidently  closed  the  Investigation  predsely  where 
it  ought  to  have  commenced,  leaving  upon  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Calhoun  all  the  suspicion  which 
illegal  evidence  could  produce,  and  omitting  to 
summon  before  them  the  only  witness  who  could 
give  legal  testimony  on  the  matter  in  question. 
'  Colcmd  Armlfltead  ststoti,  obvionriy  ftom  the  re- 
eoUeetfons  of  a  most  treacherona  and  feeble  niem> 
ory,  that  General  Swift  informed  him,  eight  or 
nine  years  ago,  that  he  had  wAvA  Ur.  Oalhoon's 
permission  to  become  concerned  In  some  coAtract 
with  the  Government.  This  is  the  only  material 
6ct  bearing  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Calhoun ; 
■ad  it  most  have  been  obvious  to  the  committee 
that  General  Swift  was  the  only  witness  who  could 
give  legal  testimony  in  relation  to  It.  Tet  they 
have  declined  to  summon  him  on  their  own  mo- 
tion, no  doubt  from  a  view  of  the  subject  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves.  The  gronnd  upon  which  I 
must  presume  they  have  acted  is  the  Incompetency 
of  the  evidence  before  them,  and  its  utter  InaufB- 
riency  to  fix  upon  Mr.  Calhoun  any  imputation  which 
requires  to  be  refuted.  But  I  mutt  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  the  Incompetency  and  tnsnfBdency  of 
the  evidence,  though  a  very  anfficient  reason  for 
r^eeting  it  altogether,  is  do  reason  at  all  for  re- 
fusing, when  It  is  improperly  received  and  record- 
ed, to  produce  the  only  legal  testimony  by  which 
Judicial  certainty  eoidd  be  obtained  on  the  subject. 
Althon^  tbcrafore*  the  committee  must  nave 
acted  with  a  view  to  impartial  justice,  the  course 
they  have  pursued  has  been  precisely  that  which 
is  best  calculated  to  give  the  most  iiyurioos  efficacy 
to  Illegal  testimony  against  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  to 
av(rfd  the  conclunvc  refutation,  which  the  produc- 
tion of  legal  evidence  would  undoubtedly  establish. 
To  do  away  tho  effect  of  this  proceeding,  the  only 
titcmative  left  to  Mr.  Calhoun  ia  to  place  the  most 
emphatic  and  unequivocal  negative,  which  I  am ' 
expressly  authorized  to  do,  upon  tho  Imputation  of 
his  ever  having  any  Icnowledge  or  belief  of  General 
Swift's  participation  in  the  contract,  and  to  call 
apon  the  committee  to  examine  General  Swift  him- 
aelf;  as  to  the  imputed  Act  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  knowl- 
edge and  connivance. 

Having  shown  that  the  entire  mass  of  the  testi- 
mony produced  is  legally  inadndsrible  on  the  trial 
of  any  issue  which  can  be  made  upon  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's offidal  conduct  or  moral  Inte^ty,  it  it  doe 
to  the  committee  that  I  ritould  ez^am  my  reasons 
Ibr  not  objecting  to  it  as  it  oeconed  in  tlie  progress 
of  the  Investigation. 

Convinced  of  the  absolute  iUsIty  of  the  charges 
ivresented,  and  of  the  entire  parity  of  Mr.  Cdbouu's 
diaracter  in  all  the  relations,  pnbUe  or  mivate,  in 
which  it  can  be  contemplated,  I  detemmed,  from 
the  beginning,  that  I  would  interpose  no  objection 
to  any  inquiry  which  the  committee  might  think 
proper  to  institute,  nor  to  any  description  of  evi- 
dence by  which  they  might  thinic  proper  to  pursue 
it.  Any  attempt  on  my  part  to  restnun  tlie  latitude 
of  the  investigation,  or  to  prevent  the  addoetion 
eren  of  iroproper  evidence,  would  have  been  eon* 
■trued  by  the  malicious  into  a  dedre  to  screen  Mr. 
Calhoun,  bc^iind  technical  forms,  from  a  fiill  and 
free  investigation.  And  as  I  was  satisAed  that  the 
more  severe  the  ordeal,  the  mora  •.uiicludve  would 
be  the  evidence  of  the  fidelity  and  zeal  of  his  offi- 
thX  ooodoc  \  i  was  the  more  wflfing  that  the  Invee- 
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tigation  sbonld  assome  any  form  which  the  com- 
mittee might  ehoeae  to  give  it,  and  be  prosecuted 
by  any  sort  of  evidence  whieh  they  might  think 
proper  to  admit  upon  their  own  responslbflity. 

But  idthougb  I  had  a  right,  as  the  personalfHend 
of  Hr.  Calhoun,  to  abattin  from  any  interference 
wHh  the  coarse  of  the  committee,  I  have  no  right, 
eonddering  the  relatimi  In  which  he  stands  and  in 
which  I  stand  to  the  publfc,  to  sanction,  by  my  acqoi* 
Osoeooe,  a  speeles  of  nalioeBsed  Inquirition,  unknown 
to  the  jurisprudence  of  any  free  country,  and  whieh 
would  furnish  a  precedent  sUerly  aubverdva  of  die 
only  etfectual  safegnards  of  the  reputation  of  put>> 
lie  men  in  periods  of  great  political  excitement. 

Having  disposed  of  that  branch  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  relates  to  the  imputations  upon  Mr. 
Calhoun's  official  Integrity,  it  remains  for  me  to 
oBer  a  few  remarks  upon  a  yieW  of  this  sntjeet, 
which,  though  not  involved  in  the  Issue  referred  to 
the  committee,  is  evidentiy  embraced  in  the  scope 
of  tlieir  inqniries.  It  has  been  too  apparent  to  es- 
cape the  observation  even  of  one  less  interested 
than  I  am  to  mark  the  bearings  of  this  investigatioo, 
that  a  very  Urge  portion  of  the  testimony  can  liave 
no  other  application  or  ol^eet  thui  to  oaU  fn  ques- 
tion tiie  general  administration  of  the  War  De|)Ut> 
ment,  while  Mr.  Calhoun  prended  over  it,  by  holding 
him  responsible  for  the  minnte  irregularities  of  its 
subordinate  branches,  and  pa^ticuhiriy  those  of  the 
Engineer  Department :  While,  therefore,  the  charge 
is  specific  and  ilnilted,  the  investigation  is  genend 
and  undefined,  and  tiie  most  obvious  prinoiples  of 
Justice  require  that  the  defence  should  at  least  be 
co-est«n«ve  with  the  attack,  whether  this  be  open 
and  direct,  or  disguised  and  inddenul. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  general  irregularities  of 
a  subordinate  branch  of  the  War  Department  are 
feir  suttjects  of  inquiry,  let  us  see  whether  the 
specifications  are  such  as,  admitting  their  truth,  will 
f^iriy  fix  any  portion  of  the  respond  Wilt  v  on  Mr. 
Calhoun.  The  eontraet  in  relation  to  wiiich  the 
imputed  irr^Iarities  occurred,  was  made  the  SSth 
of  July,  IBIS.  Mr.  Calhoun  took  charge  of  the 
War  ijepartmeot,  the  8tb  of  December,  ISl?  ;  and 
it  is  a  fact  of  undisputed  notoriety  that  he  found  it 
utterly  destitute  of  organization  in  almost  all  its 
branebes,  and  pre-eminently  so  in  the  Engbieer 
Dmrtment  The  oxtMnfve  operations  and  iai^ 
diabarsements  of  the  then  reoent  war,  eflbeted  un- 
der a  system  ttf  administration  havhig  ndther  or> 

Snixation  nor  responsibility,  had  introdneed  sooh 
egularities  and  abuses,  and  caused  the  accumu- 
lation of  such  a  mass  of  unsettled  aecouhls  and  un- 
finished budness,  that  tiie  War  Department  was 
aetusDy  shunned  by  several  distinguiahed  dtiseni 
wlio  were  strildied  to  preside  over  it,  as  an  Aosean 
stable,  holding  out  In  prospect  the  labora  of  Her- 
cules, without  any  portion  of  Ua  feme.  Such  being' 
the  condition  of  the  Department  when  Mr.  Calhoun 
became  its  Chief  Officer,  and  every  irregularity 
which  is  imputable  to  the  Mix  contract,  including 
the  omission  to  advertise,  having  been  common  and 
frequent  ia  every  preceding  Administration,  with- 
out any  eflbctual  cliort  to  correct  them;  the  i^jns* 
tice  n  holding  Ur.  Oalboun  responalUe  for  not 
correcting,  in  a  few  months,  irreguhwities  which  Ms 
predecessors  had  not  even  attempted  Co  correct  in 
as  many  years,  is  too  gross  to  be  tokutUed  fer  a 
moment. 

It  is  obvious  diat  the  Head  of  sueh  a  Depart- 
ment csanot,  npoB  saj  sattooal  priaeipU*  be  mads 
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responsible  for  r  particular  instance  of  irregularitj 
in  the  details  of  a  subordinate  Department.  The 
true  point  of  this  responsibility  is  the  general  laxity 
and  want  of  system  from  which  the  particular  in- 
stance arises.  If,  therefore,  Ur.  Calhoun  is  ob- 
noxious to  any  censure  in  the  present  case,  it  is  for 
the  impei^eot  organization  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment on  the  S&th  July,  1818.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  it  ia  to  be  remarked  that  he- took  charge  of 
the  Department  in  December,  1817,  at  the  opening 
of  the  sesdon  of  Congreaa;  left  Washington  for 
South  Carolina,  on  indispensable  business,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  the  session  in  the  Hay 
following,  and  did  not  return  until  the  month  of 
July,  only  two  weeks  before  the  contract  in  ques- 
tion was  closed ;  and  was  almost  incessantly  occu- 
lted during  these  two  weeks,  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  Cabinet  on  the  military  occurrences  of  the  Senu- 
Dole  campaign. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  irregularities  in 
question  cannot  be  imputed  to  him,  either  in  iact  or 
in  theory.  Comiiu  into  a  complicated  Department, 
which  was  almost  fiteralty  in  a  state  of  chaos,  noth- 
ing but  a  spirit  of  official  quackery  could  have 
prompted  him  to  eommesce  the  great  work  of  a 
general  and  systematic  reformation,  before  he  had 
deliberately  surveyed  the  working  of  its  (Usordercd 
machinery,  and  ascertained  both  the  causes  of  the 
existing  irregularities ^d  the  most  effective  means 
of  correcting  ttuoB  permanently. 

In  fhct,  irtien  H  is  conridered  that  Kr.  Calhona 
first  necessarily  devoted  himself  to  the  creation  and 
oi^anization  of  the  Departments  of  the  Quarter 
If^tor  General,  Surgeon  Oeneral,  and  Commissary 
General,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  upon  his 
lecommeodation,  in  April,  1818,  the  wonder  ist  hat 
tb«  reformation  of  the  Engineer  Department  was 
consmmced  and  comi^eted  at  such  eany  periods  as 
in  fact  it  was.  I  cannot  belioTe  it  ponwle,  there- 
fore, the  committee  will  select  the  minute  irregular* 
ides  of  detul  in  a  transaction  which  was  conducted 
exclusirely  by  subordinate  officers,  and  of  which 
the  irregularitiefl  really  belonged  to  the  antecedent 
period  of  disorder,  as  mtenon  of  Mr.  Cattioun's 
geowal  administratioD  of  the  War  Department. 

Indeed,  the  very  irregularities  which  we  arc  now 
OODsidering,  are  the  more  strildng,  because  of  the 
perfect  organization,  responsibility,  and  system, 
wludi  Mr.  Calhoun  Ims  the  high  nwrit  of  having 
BtUwequently  imparted  to  all  the  arrangements  and 
(^rations  of  the  Department. 

Standing  in  contrast  with  his  own  improvements, 
these  petty  and  subordinate  irregularities  are  ex* 
hUited  in  bold  relief  to  the  prying  and  invidioBS  re- 
■earcb  of  the  censorious;  and  in  this  way  not  only 
the  imperfections  which  he  found  in  the  system  of 
administration,  but  the  signal  regularity  which  he 
iatroduced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Department, 
are  nude  to  furnish  matter  of  accusation  against  him. 

As  the  general  industry,  zeal,  and  ability,  with 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  di8chat^;ed  his  olBdal  duties,  are 
thus  distinctly  put  in  issue  by  the  tUreetion  wUieh 
the  committee  have  given  to  the  examination,  I 
daim  the  r^ht  of  calling  before  them  all  the  Heads 
of  the  subordinate  Departments,  who  were  his  able 
coa^ntora  in  the  great  work  of  reform,  and  of  show- 
ing by  their  united  testimony  the  condition  in 
which  be  fonod  the  Department;  the  fidelity  and 
unremitting  labor  with  which  he  devoted  blmwlf  to 
Its  hni«OTement;  and  the  high  perfection  of  its  ar- 
raiv«mentai  vhioh  crowned  his  hbors  with  a  mo- 
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cess  equally  condadre  to  his  own  fame  and  to  the 
wclfhre  of  his  country.  I  must,  therefore,  request 
that  the  committee  will  examine  the  ft^owii^  gen- 
tlemen, touching' tiiis  branch  of  the  inqwry:  Major 
General  Brown,  General  Thos.  S.  JessDp,  General  A. 
UactHnb,  Dr.  J.  Lovell,  CoL  M .  Towson,  Ccd.  G.  Gib- 
son, GoL  G.  Bomford,  CoL  L  Boberdean,  and  CoL 
John  £.  Wool.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  will 
conclusively  ^>pear  from  their  evidence,  that  the  ej*- 
tern  of  rigorous  responsibility  and  strict  economy 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  introduced  in  the  operationsasd 
disbursements  of  the  Military  Establishment,  have  ef- 
fected an  annual  saving  in  the  national  expencUture 
of  more  than  a  miOion  of  dollan,  to  say  nothing  t^1^ 
striking  improvement  made  in  the  m<»al  of  tbe  Bimy, 
as  well  as  in  its  military  discipline  and  ^(ieaey. 

Although  the  views  already  presented  show  tbe 
injustice  of  holding  Mr.  Calhoun  in«ny  degree  re- 
sponsible for  the  formal  Irr^ularities  which  may 
have  existed  in  the  formation  of  the  contract  nith 
Elijah  Mix,  it  is  due  to  the  historical  truth  at  the 
case  that  I  should  state,  that,  in  point  of  &ct,  no  In- 
jury resulted  to  the  Government  from  those  irregu- 
larities w  from  the  making  of  tlie  contract  with 
such  a  person.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  conclurively 
shown  in  tbe  investigation  which  took  place  on  Uie 
subject  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  May, 
1822,  that,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  contract, 
notice  was  actually  ^iren,  and  inquiries  made,  at  aQ 
the  p(dnta  where  smtable  stone  coidd  be  procured, 
and  that  Colonel  Armlstead,  to  use  ius  own  wwds, 
"made  experiments,  by  having  the  stone  quarried 
near  Georgetown  by  laborers  hired  by  the  United 
States,  and  found  that  it  could  not  be  procured  and 
carried  to  Old  Point  Comfort  for  less  than  $3  50 
per  perch,  together  with  tbe  great  uncertainty  of 
getting  vessels  to  tnumort  it."  The  testimony  oS 
Commodore  Rodgers,  General  Mason,  Hr.  Baker -of 
Georgetown,  and  varions  other  witnesses,  all  con- 
curred in  the  imoontradicted  statement,  that  $3  90 
per  perch  was  the  lowest  sum  for  which  the  stone 
could  be  delivered.  And  accordingly,  $3  CO  was  the 
lowest  bid  except  that  of  Elyah  Mix.  It  is  aj^amt, 
therefore,  that  tbe  oontnwt  at  |3  per  perch  would 
have  been  ruinous  to  Mix,  but  for  "  the  very  nnex- 
pcctod  and  rat^d  fall  ia  tbe  price  of  li^or  and  trans- 
portation **  adverted  to  by  the  witnesses  in  tbe  for- 
mer examination.  Such  was  the  conclusive  force 
of  this  testimony  in  1822,  tiiat  the  bare  reading  of 
it,  without  a  ^gle  word  of  commentary  or  argu- 
ment, induced  the  Bouse  of  Representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  131  to  20,  to  r^ect  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  select  committee  which  recomntended  • 
suspoudon  of  all  ^>propriations  for  the  fulfilmat  of 
that  contract.  Although,  therefore,  the  charactter 
of  Mix  was,  even  at  the  date  of  the  contract, 
stamped  with  infamy,  the  fact  was  then  wb<rfly  un- 
known to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  I  believe,  to  every  offioo* 
of  the  Engineer  Department ;  and  however  much 
some  of  thoae  officers  may  have  sufiered  from  havhig 
to  deal  with  a  man  so  profligate  and  unprindided,  it 
is  clear  that  tbe  Government  has  actually  saved 
$7  5,000  in  the  whole  contract,  by  accepting  his  bid. 
And  I  cannot  but  remark,  in  concludi  ng  this  part  of 
the  subject,  that  the  vigilant  regard  for  the  public 
interest  with  which  Mr.  Calhoun  has  invariably  en- 
forced upon  Mix  the  performance  of  1.^  contract, 
has  evidently  brought  upon  him  the  iiifiunous  cal- 
umny which  has  given  rise  to  this  iaveiiiigatioa. 

I  cannot  bring  ttiis  communication  [to  a  close 
vitbout  formally  and  distinctly  protesHiag  against 
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blending  the  exunination  uid  trial  of  changes  against 
tha  Boboranate  offlcna  of  the  War  Department,  with 
the  present  bveedgaUoo.  The  iiyiistice  of  snuh  a 
course  to  those  officers,  has  been  already  stated. 
It  would  be  literally  condemning  them  without 
trial.  The  inyustice  to  Hr.  Calhoun  ia  equally  great, 
though  not  quite  so  obvious.  Upon  priuciples  of 
associaUon,  which  the  committee  wilt  readily  com- 
prehend, it  would  be  Tislting  apon  Mr.  Calhoun,  by 
A  most  severe  and  cruel  cBspeDsallon,  the  guilt  of 
these  subordinate  offleers,  established  by  a  mode  of 
proceeding  having  none  of  the  forms  of  legal  accu- 
sation and  trial,  but  assuming  the  moat  odious  of  the 
prerogatiTes  of  those  inquisitorial  tribunals  fortu- 
nately linowD  to  OS  only  by  the  history  of  less  favor- 
ed oountries. 

Finally :  I  eanoot  bat  express  isy  sincere  regret 
at  the  extraordinary  delay  which  has  characterized 
tills  proceeding,  and  at  the  great  injustice  and  in- 
jory  which  hare  unavoidably  resulted  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn from  that  circumstance  alone.  It  is  now  more 
than  four  weeks  since  this  committee  was  charged 
to  inquire  whether  the  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  bad  been  guilty  of  the  infamous  offence  of 
partidpating,  while  Bemtary  of  War,  in  the  profiu 
of  a  contract  made  with  an  indivldaal,  by  the  De- 
partment over  which  he  prerided.  The  atrocious 
character  of  the  charge,  and  the  high  station  of  the 
individual  im floated,  naturally  excited  in  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union  the  most  lively  interest  in  the 
jMweedings  of  the  committee;  and  the  people  of 
the  Uwted  States,  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delay 
upon  any  other  supposition  than  that  some  evidence 
of  guilt  had  been  exhibited,  have  been  looking,  day 
after  day,  and  week  after  wpek,  with  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  for  the  result  of  an  investigation  in- 
volving not  only  the  honest  name  of  a  public  ser- 
vant, who  has  been  for  fifteen  years  honorably  and 
endnenUy  identified  with  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  but  involving  also,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
repatatton  of  that  country — whose  rights  and  whose 
honor  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  defend,  whose 
character  he  has  so  largely  contributed  to  elevate, 
and  whose  institutions  he  has  so  successfully  labored 
to  establish  and  mature.  If,  from  the  high  honor 
and  unsuspected  purity  which  have  characterized 
every  action  of  his  life,  all  who  know  bim,  whether 
friends  or  enemies,  have  looked  with  eqnal  confi- 
dence to  his  entire  acquittal  of  the  charge  presented, 
it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Sutes,  who  do  not  know 
him,  must  have  regarded  the  unexpected  procrasti- 
nation of  the  inquiry,  as  a  circumstance  inexplicable, 
if  not  BwqHcions.  And,  while  I  am  under  the  ne- 
OBHlty,  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee, 
of  still  frrUier  protractlnff  the  invesUgatloii,  I  shall 
nae  every  dfoit,  in  which!  earnestly  solicit  Uieir  co- 
operation, to  bring  this  long  labor  to  a  speedy  ter- 
aoination. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 

your  obedient  servant.   

GEO.  MoDUFFIE. 

Vr.  Flotd  rose,  and  said,  that  the  report 
which  had  just  been  reatl,  with  the  Bingle  ex- 
ception of  tiie  passage  declaring  the  conviction 
of  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
charges  imputed  to  him,  was  from  a  majority 
of  wo  committee.  After  being  engaged  for 
for^  days  in  this  investlgatioD,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
had,  so  &r  as  he  oonld  coUeot  the  sense  of  the 


[H.'or  a 

committee,  framed  a  report  acoordingly,  which 
report  had  not  proved  agreeable  to  tM  m^orily 
(tf  the  committee.  The  oljecticm  which  he  had 
to  the  report  adopted  was,  tliat  it  did  not  ^va 
the  tme  color  to  the  resolta  of  tiie  inqniry. 
The  report  which  he  had  drafted,  and  which 
he  held  in  hia  hand,  and  was  about  to  offer  to 
the  Honse,  did  justice  to  the  views  'of  the 
minority ;  and,  aa  an  exposition  of  their  riew^ 
he  wished  to  present  it  to  the  Ilouse.  Mr.  F. 
said  he  had  gone  into  this  Inquiry  with  a  dis- 
position to  do  ample  justice  to  M  ooncenied 
10  it  The  character  and  condnct  of  that  moiij 
Mix,  he  said,  had  been  marked,  in  the  investi- 
gation, by  greater  atrocity  than  hod  ever  been 
witnessed  before  sinoo  the  days  of  Titos  Oates. 
He  would  say  one  word  more:  during  those 
days  when  he,  and  others  with  him,  were  stig- 
matized as  ntthlesB  BatUoals,"  for  thiokinc  as 
he  still  thoa^ht — for  dist^pro^ng  of  YeUov 
Stone  expeditions,  and  enormons  expenditnrea 
for  unnecessary  fortifications — ^he  must  yet  say, 
in  justice  to  Mr.  CiLnorN,  that,  as  regarded  the 
Department  of  War  itself,  the  then  Secretary 
had  been  of  aa  much  benefit  to  the  country  as 
any  man,  in  similar  circumstances,  could  be. 
Previous  to  the  year  1818,  there  had  existed 
the  greatest  confusion  in  the  organization  of 
that  Department.  The  engineer  department 
had  followed  the  chief  of  engineers  wherever 
he  moved ;  other  branches  of  the  administra- 
tion  of  the  Var  Office  were  bnt  little  better 
arrayed,  and  (bere  was  a  general  want  of  r»< 
sponnbility  for  disbnnements  ofpnhllo  money. 
Ihe  then  Secretary  (now  Vice  nwddent)  had, 
iir.  F.  was  satisfied,  imrarted  an  orgonizatioii 
and  a  regularity  to  the  Department,  such  as  it 
hod  never  before  possessed,  and  which  were 
highly  creditable  to  him  as  a  public  officer. 

Mr.  F.  then  presented  to  the  House  a  paper, 
as  expressing  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the 
committee ;  and  the  paper  being  about  to  be 
read — 

Mr.  Wbiqbt  said  he  did  not  rise  to  interpose 
any  objection  to  the  proposition  of  thegentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Floyd,)  but  to  say  a  word 
on  the  part  of  a  minority  of  the  committee, 
whose  organ  he  was,  m  reply  to  the  remarks « 
that  gentleman.  He  understood  die  geutlemin 
to  say  that  the  paper  he  exhibited  as  contain- 
ing the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
coDtained  a  clearer  view  of  the  transactions 
of  the  committee  than  the  report  made  by  the 
tQUjority. 

[Mr.  FiX)TD  explained,  that  he  had  not 
meant  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  the 
m^ority  of  the  committee,  but  merely  to  say 
that,  OS  ono  of  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  color  of  the  report.] 

Mr.  'Wrioiit  :  The  gentleman  now  says  he 
did  not  like  the  color  given  by  the  report  to 
the  transactions  before  the  committee,  and 
therefore  ho  was  Induced  to  offer  his  project. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  committee  have  given  no 
color  to  the  fitcts  detailed  in  the  report.  The 
m^wi^  stndioiul/  avt^ed  giving  my  ookn'^ 
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OT  expressing  thdr  opinion  on  facta  nlating  to 
other  than  direct  matter  before  them. 
Therein,  he  said,  would  be  found  to  be  much 
of  the  difference  between  the  report  and  the 
paper  now  exhibited.  He  aaid  there  would 
also  be  found  another  difference,  which  he 
considered  material  in  sudi  a  paper,  and  he 
believed  a  m^orlty  thought  that  the  principal 
objection  to  the  paper  offered  as  a  report 
That  was  in  this — both  papers  nnijaalifiedlj 
prononnced  the  innocence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  the  infamous  character  of  Uiz,  ren- 
dering him  unworthr  of  belief. 

The  report,  when  it  had  aaaerted  that,  sought 
no  more  to  establish  the  fact  by  a  detailed 
reference  to  his  tesUmony.  It  was  not  thooght 
neoeasarj  or  proper  to  do  ea  The  paper  o^r- 
ed  asserts  the  met  of  UIx's  infamy,  and  then 
labors,  tlirongh  many  pages,  to  prove  t^e  asser- 
tion true,  thus  wasting  its  force  upon  an  im- 
material matter,  and  losing  sight  of  the  princi- 
pal matter  in  view.  The  paper  offered  em- 
ploys many  hard  and  harsh  words,  in  charac- 
terizing Mix's  evidence,  which  a  mtgority 
thooght  unnecessary,  and  highly  improper  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  made  to  this  House. 
They  oonld  not  add  to  Mix's  infamy,  bnt  might 
detnot  from  tiie  respect  members  of  the 
eommittee  felt  for  tbemaelTes  and  the  House. 
These,  I  beUere,  sir,  were  the  principal  oltjec- 
tions  with  the  mi^ori^  of  tae  committee, 
■gfunst  adoptLDg  the  paper  now  offered  as  tiieir 
zeport. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  no  sort  of  objection  to 
the  gentlenum  presenting  his  views  to  the 
House,  in  any  way  most  agreeable  to  himsell 
or  to  any  order  the  Hoiue  might  fed  ffisposed 
to  make  on  than. 

The  paper  presented  by  Vr.  Flotd,  as  ex- 
pressive of  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
oommittee,  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

The  Sdect  Committee,  to  whom  was  refeired  the 
commanication  of  the  Vice  Precndent,  of  the  29tli 
December  last,  have  had  the  same  mider  consider- 
aUon,  and  report : 

That  the  committee  convened,  as  soon  after  their 
appointment,  $a  could  be  done  with  convenience,  to 
cooedder  the  snttject  referred  to  them.  The  first  itep 
which  thw  thong^  It  advisable  to  take,  was  to  in- 
fiinn  the  vice  President  that  the  committee  was  or- 
ganized, and  would  receive  any  communication  he 
mi^t  think  proper  to  make.  This  was  accordingly 
done  OQ  the  2d  of  January  Ust ;  in  refdj  to  which 
the  committee  received  a  letter  on  the  8d,  stating, 
that  his  commanication  to  the  House,  of  the  2&th 
Deeember  last,  voidd  make  known  to  the  committee 
Us  modve  fbr  aoUdtiog  an  Inquiry;  that  he  bad 
nothing  further  to  add  tlian  to  reiterate  his  desire 
to  have  a  fall  investigation ;  and  that,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  inconvenience  and  delay  of  communicat- 
ing by  letter,  he  had  requested  Ur.  HcDuffie  to  act 
as  bis  friend  before  the  committee.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  Mr.  HcDutBe  was  admitted  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  cmnmittee  then  proceeded  to  Inquire  whether 
dieie  were  any  charges  on  file  in  Hio  Department  of 
War,  or  any  paper  or  doewnenk  niiich  went  to 


ehow  that  the  Vice  President  bad  been,  whilst  Bso- 
retary  of  that  Department,  engaged  in  any  coo- 
tract,  or  in  the  profits  of  which  be  in  any  way 
partidpated.  The  result  of  this  inquiry  waa,  that 
there  were  no  eha^es*  or  other  evideBces,  of  say 
kind,  against  him. 

Yet,  as  a  confidential  letter,  dgncd  bj  E.  Hix, 
and  addressed  to  the  author  of  *^  Hancock,"  who 
was  known  to  be  Mtjor  Satteriee  Clark,  a  Payrats- 
ter,  who  had  been  dismissed  from  the  service  whibt 
Mr.  Calhoun  waa  Secretary  of  the  Departmait  of 
War,  for  not  settling  hts  accounts,  as  will  be  more 
distinctly  seen  by  reference  to  the  teslimony  of 
CoL  Towson,  had  vpfami  in.  one  of  tiw  newqia- 
pers,  printed  in  this  District,  and  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, in  his  communication  to  the  committee,  nt 
the  8d  of  January  last,  bavins  referred  to  it,  and 
deedring  a  full  investigation,  the  committee  felt  it 
their  duty  to  exanune  the  whole  subject  fully  and 
freely,  as  containing  Ute  foundation  of  his  leUer  to 
the  House  of  Representativesk 

From  an  Inquiry  Into  this  eulject,  H  was  aaeeN 
tained  that  Howes  Ooldsborongh  and  Elijah  Hix 
were  competitors  for  a  contiact  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Btates  in  Deoember  last,  and, 
on  6<4dri>oroogfa's  arriving  in  this  city,  he  pro- 
cured from  M^or  Satterlee  Clark,  the  author  of 
tile  publication  signed  "  Hancock,"  a  c<^y  of  the 
confidential  letter  from  Mix  to  the  author  of  Han* 
cock,  to  be  used  in  depriving  Mix  of  the  contract, 
should  he  find  It  neeeesary. 

From  this  copy  a  transcript  was  taken  by  Wm, 
F.  Thornton,  the  junior  Editor  of  the  Phcenix  Ga^ 
zette,  and  published  by  him  in  that  paper  the  next 
day.  which  was  the  28th  of  December  last,  meoam- 
panied  with  his  editorial  remarks. 

TUs  letter  of  Hix  to  the  author  itf  Hancock  Is  an 
exhibit  among  the  files  of  the  conunittce,  and  was 
acknowiedged  by  htm  to  Iw  In  bis  own  faaod- 
writfng.  The  motives  which  induced  him  to  nalu 
this  communicadon,  he  has  himself  developed.  To 
extort  money  seems  to  have  been  his  aim,  without 
any  scruples  as  to  the  means  by  which  Ida  ot^Jeet 
was  to  bo  aeeompUsbod. 

From  a  view  <u  die  whole  evidence  on  this  part 
of  the  sulffect,  the  eommittee  are  unable  to  find 
any  thing  warranting  the  belief  that  the  officer  al 
the  head  of  tbe  Depwtment  of  War  bad  any  agney 
in  the  pnblioation  of  this  letter  hi  the  FbosmxfiaF 
zette. 

It  Is  due,  however,  to  Mr.  Calbotm,  that  the 
committee  should  state,  that  bis  communicatioB  to 
the  House  of  BeprssentaUvei  waa  fiDunded  ezdu- 
slvely  on  thepubUcaUon  in  the  Fhcmlz  Oasette  of 
the  SSth  of  Deeember,  and  tiiat  the  &cta  assanwd 
in  that  communication,  viz :  That  the  letter  of  Ux 
to  tbe  author  of  Hancock  had  been  made  the  bam 
of  an  official  act,  and  would,  of  course,  tie  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  Department,  were  pro- 
fessedly fUted ;  tiie  first  upon  ibe  uAa^j  of  that 
paper,  and  the  second  as  an  fufiKeBM  firoB  tbe 
statement  conttuned  in  it. 

In  the  early  stage  of  thia  invratigation,  tbe  com- 
mittee  discovered,  from  the  letter  of  Major  Vaode- 
ventcr  to  E.  Mix,  dated  the  1th  of  Aurust,  1619, 
and  to  which  ^y  refer,  that  a  person  whose  name 
was  to  have  been  kept  secret,  was  interested  In  tbe 
contract  commonly  called  the  Mix,  or  Bap 
Contract. 

On  making  this  discovery,  the  committee  bit 
botmd,ifpo(MUe,tobrii^tolightthiahiddsa  s>> 
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■odAto;  and  in  ftdlowina:  «p  their  inqolriei,  tbe^ 
hsTe  been  led  into  a  muoh  wUder  field  than  could 
at  first  have  been  anticipated.  The;  hare,  in  short, 
found  it  neoemary  to  go  thoroughly  into  th»  origin 
and  history  of  tlie  Rip  Bap  Coatmct,  which  inrotved 
the  necessity  of  aummoning  numerous  witnesses 
from  diitant  parti,  who  were  believed  to  possess 
knowledge  of  tUa  contract;  consequently  requiring 
much  time  for  examination, 

Tlw  committee  are,  however,  vnanimonsly  of 
opinion,  that  there  is  notliing  in  the  evidence  to 
warrant  a  belief,  or  even  the  riightest  suspicion, 
that  the  Tioe  President  was  inbarested  in  any 
eontraot  made  with  the  Department  of  War,  whilst 
lie  was  entrusted  wiUi  the  dls^arge  of  its  duties,  or 
that  he,  either  directly  or  indirecUy,  partidpated  in 
the  profits  of  any  such  contract,  or  tttat  be  connived 
at  rach  participation  in  any  of  his  subordinate 
officers. 

From  the  prominent  figure  which  Elijah  His 
mattes  in  this  transaction,  throughout,  occupying 
the  twofold  attitude  of  an  informer  and  a  witness, 
■eeraa  to  command  of  the  ctmnuttee  a  diroet  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  they  have  formed  of  Us  general 
character  tor  veracity,  as  well  as  of  the  apecifte 
oinnion  tliey  have  fbrmed  in  relaUoa  to  some  of  the 
most  prominent  parts  of  his  testimony. 

On  the  subject  of  his  general  character  for  vera- 
dty,  they  iuLve  no  Iieritation  in  saying,  that  be  is 
•Mirdy  destitate  of  the  digbtesfe  daim  tobebelieved 
aponUi  oath. 

They  have  come  to  this  condudon,  not  only  from 
the  tMUmony  of  roxpcctable  witnesses,  going  to 
cstabli^  the  general  infamy  of  his  cliaracter,  bnt 
from  the  total  disregard  for  truth  wliich  he  mani- 
fested during  the  prop«ss  of  bis  examination,  and 
tb<  numerous  contradictions  in  wliich  he  involved 
Umself  wbilat  giving  in  his  tertimony  in  the  presence 
«f  tlie  committee. 

WHhont  attempting  to  detail  the  nSBHrow 
Instances  in  which  ft  is  apparent  to  the  committee 
that  be  has  sworn  to  wUfiil  and  deliberate  falsehoods, 
they  have  confined  themsdves  to  those  parts  <tf  his 
testimony  which  demand  a  sepantto  and  (Uttluct 
consideration  oo  other  grounds. 

On  bis  first  examination,  he  podoced  a  letter 
ivrttten  by  Major  Vandeventer  to  bim,  dated  the  ^th 
of  August,  181S,  commendng  with  the  following 

notHatedflentence:  *"I  am  very  sorry  that  the  , 

who  are  concerned  in  tlw  contract,  will  not  agree 
to  admit  George  on  the  terms  yon  have  sUted." 

Tlie  letter  tben  goes  on  to  state,  that  the  writer 
(Tandeventer)  had  informed  Major  Cooper,  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, that  tliere  was  one  other  person  concern- 
ed in  the  contract,  whose  name  was  not  to  be  mcn- 
ttoned;  and  the  letter  aeenu  to  bo  designed  to  pre- 
▼ail  upon  Mr.  Cooper  to  become  one  of  the  sureties 
for  tlM  fulfilment  of  the  contract,  without  the  con- 
dition, on  wliich  it  appears  he  was  Insisting,  that  his 
■on  George  should  have  one>fourth  of  the  contract. 
TIfix  sutes  that  this  letter  was  obliterated  when  be 
reodved  it,  and  that  he  doc«  not  know  what  were 
the  VMdfl  that  have  been  erased.  The  committee 
Are  deddedly  of  o^^nlon,  that  the  erasure  was  made 
by  Iflx,  for  the  purpose  of  Uirowing  a  mj-stcry  over 
the  matter,  and  of  exciting  suspicion  that  the  person 
•Ihided  to  in  the  part  obliterated  was  Mr.  Galhoun. 

That  the  oUitM^on  was  not  made  by  the  writer 

the  letter  Is  clear,  from  serenl  obvioua  consider- 
•ttoasL  If  he  hnd  been  n  dedrona  to  eooeed  the 
woidi  OMMd,  tb*  ob^MH  ud  aalanl  oonnainMU 


have  been,  to  have  omitted  tbem  alt(^;ether,  instead 
of  first  writhtg  them  down  and  then  making  an  era* 
sure  that  rendered  the  sentence  wUnteUigible. 

Another  circumstance,  that  tends  to  satisfy  the 
committee  that  the  erasure  was  made  by  Mix,  is  the 
manifest  dlfi'ercnce  between  the  ink  with  which  the 
letter  is  written,  and  that  with  which  the  erasure 
la  made,  and  tbe  equally  striking  resemblance  be- 
tween the  ink  naed  in  making  the  erasure  in  qae»- 
tLOO,  and  that  used  in  making  other  erasures  in  the 
same  letter,  which  Mix  acknowledges  were  made 
by  himself.  It  is  obvious  to  tbe  committee,  that 
the  word  "tlie "is  left  unobliterated  immecUately 
preceding  the  erasure,  in  order  to  raise  a  suspicion 
that  the  word  "  Secretary,"  or  Secretary  of  War,* 
oceuided  tbe  blotted  ^ace  which  Miowed:  Bat 
not  understanding  the  roles  of  grammar,  wUeh, 
otherwise,  is  an  ii^enions  device,  ms  left  visible  the 
words  "who  are  concerned,"  immediately  after  the 
erasure ;  from  which  it  is  evident  that  tiie  definite 
article  preceding  the  erasure  must  have  agreed,  not 
with  "Secretary,"  but  with  some  common  substanr 
tive  in  the  plnral  number,  sncfa  as  **  Ae  other  ^nUe^ 
men,"  **  tbe  rest  of  the  gentiemen,**  according  to 
the  explanation  given  by  M^orVandeveuter.  This 
explanation  of  the  words  obliterated,  which  is 
almost  self-evident,  conclusively  shows  that  Vande- 
venter could  have  no  motive  to  make  the  obliterat- 
tion,  and  as  cleariy  shows  the  base  motives  by  wlii^ 
Mix  must  have  been  actuated  in  making  iL 

If;  to  these  dreumstaoces,  we  add  the  oath  Of 
Major  Vandeventer,  that  he  md  not  make  the  era- 
sure, the  fact  that  Mix  did  Is  eatabllshed  by  a  con- 
clusive weight  of  evidence. 

On  his  first  examination,  Mix  stated  that,  previ- 
ous to  tbe  18th  of  April,  1821,  he  presented  to  Mr. 
Calhoun,  among  other  papers  explanatory  of  his 
claims,  a  letter  from  Msjor  Vandeventer  to  bun. 

gQx,)  written  whilst  they  were  both  fai  tbe  dty  of 
eir  Tork,  dated  the  lit  of  April,  1881,  and  contain- 
ing a  copy  of  a  confidentid  letter  which  Vandeventer 
had  tliat  morning  written,  from  Kew  Tork,  to  Mr. 
Calhoun.  In  the  first  instance.  Mix  stated  to  the 
committee  that  he  could  not  recollect  the  contents 
of  the  confidentid  letter,  ftrtiwr  than  that  It  hi- 
fomed  Mr.  Odhoun  Aat  Mz  bad  been  brourtt  to 
temui,  and  would  consent  to  the  transfer  to  Odds* 
tMrongh, 

He  afterwards,  during  the  same  examination, 
stated  that  it  contained  something  about  Vande- 
vcnter's  going  abroad  upon  a  foreign  mission.  A 
member  of  the  committee  perceiring  that  he  had  a 
paper  in  bis  hand,  to  wUch  he  ocudonslly  refei^ 
red,  asked  if  that  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion.  He  safd  that  it  was  not  a  correct  copy,  boi 
that  he  I»d  two  others  at  home,  one  of  which  was 
correct,  or  nearly  so.  On  being  requested  to  gtvo 
np  the  paper  he  held  in  bis  hand,  he  refused,  stating 
that  it  was  too  incorrect  to  be  exhibited  as  a  copy. 
The  next  day  he  produced  the  two  other  alleged 
copies,  together  with  the  one  be  bad  refused  to 
ma  op  ths  day  befiire.  On  being  asked  which  of 
uiO  three  was  tbe  most  eorreet  copy,  ha  sdd  he 
could  not  tell,  but  stated  that  they  were  all  copied 
from  the  origitul  while  it  was  in  his  poesesBion.  Ho 
now  stated  that  he  lost  tbe  letter  in  tlie  Deput- 
ment  of  War  five  or  six  months  or  a  year  befim 
Mr.  Cdhoun  left  it. 

He  further  stated,  that  Hr.  Cdhoun,  in  tbe  pret- 
ence of  General  Maeosib  and  Captain  Smith,  ntbo 
Ei^^aasr  Corpse  took  tho  bondlo  of  papen,  kdd 
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tbcm  OQ  his  table  bflfore  bim,  and  Buid  h«  would 
attend  to  them.  That  he  (Mix)  retired,  but  re- 
turned, in  from  five  to  ten  minutes,  and  wrote  a 
note  to  Ur.  Calhoun  from  the  audience  room,  re- 
qtieiting  either  to  see  him  or  have  hia  papers  return- 
ed. That  the  bundle  wu  presented  to  bim  by  the 
messenger,  and,  on  examining  it,  he  perceived  that 
the  letter  of  the  1st  of  Apiil,  1621,  was  missing; 
that  be  immediatel;  went  into  Mr.  Calhoun's  room 
and  stated  the  fact  that  a  paper  was  missing,  upon 
which  Mr.  Calhoun  called  Major  Vandeventer,  and 
•died  him  if  be  knew  any  thing  of  it.  M^jor  Van- 
deventer answered  promptljr,  no;  and  Hr.  Calhoun, 
looking  sternly,  first  at  Vaodeventer,  and  then  at 
Uix,  said  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

On  examining  the  three  copies,  tbey  are  all  found 
to  agree  tolerabl;  well  in  substance,  but  differ  both 
in  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  sen- 
tences, and  in  the  words  used  to  express  the  same 
idea.  The  composition  is  evidently  that  of  an  it* 
literate  man,  who  docs  not  understand  the  rules  of 
grammatical  constraction. 

Major  Vandeventer  denies,  unequiTOoally,  that 
he  ever  wrote  such  a  letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  also 
states,  that  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  by  Mix,  when 
he  states  the  loss  of  the  letter  in  the  Department  of 
War,  he  had  nothing  further  to  do  with  tbe  bundle 
of  papers  than  to  take  them  fnuu  Hr.  Calhoun's  ta- 
ble, in  compliance  with  his  order,  and  deliver  them 
to  tbe  messenger  at  the  door,  to  be  banded  by  him 
to  Mr.  Mix.  He  also  states  that  the  bundle  ap- 
peared not  to  have  been  opened  at  all ;  and  Cap- 
tain Smith  also  says  that  Mr.  Culhoun  was  engaged 
in  official  business  with  bim  during  the  whole  time 
tbempen  remained  there. 

The  committee  have  no  hedtathm  In  pronouncing 
these  alleged  coines  of  a  confidential  letter  IVom 
Migor  Vandeventer  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  gross 
fabrications,  and  that  the  whole  story  about  receiv- 
ing such  a  letter  from  Vandeventer,  and  losing  it 
in  the  Department  of  War,  ia  a  tissue  of  falsehood 
throughout 

To  say  nothing  of  Mix^s  cnaracter,  and  the  poa- 
tive  deiUolof  Vandeventer,  both  as  to  the  iact  of 
writing  such  t>  letter,  and  as  to  the  fitct  of  taking  it 
out  of  the  bundle  in  the  Department  of  War,  tbe 
story  is,  in  itself,  so  improbable,  and  contains  so 
many  internal  evidences  of  ilabrication,  that  tbe 
committee  feel  bound  to  Kjfect  the  papers  presented 
as  forgeries 

It  appeon  tbat  V^or  Vandeventer  hod  gone  to 
Kew  York  to  prevail  upon  Mix  to  consent  to  the 
transfer  to  Goldeborough,  and  had  succeeded  in  that 
object  by  personal  communication.  It  is  quite 
likely,  therefore,  that  be  used  all  the  arguments  be 
could  suggest  in  the  conversations  be  had  with  Mix 
on  the  subject,  previous  to  obuining  his  consent; 
and  it  is  particuhtrly  to  be  inesumed,  that,  if  be  had 
any  thing  confidential,  he  would  have  communi- 
cated it  verbally,  and  not  in  writing. 

Kothing  can  be  more  unnatural  and  improbable 
upon  the  face  of  it,  than  that  he  would  have  formally 
reduced  to  writing,  and  sent  to  a  man  who  was  in 
the  same  city  with  him,  confidential  matter,  which 
he  must  have  previously  stated  in  conversation,  if 
the  whole  be  not  a  iabrication.  In  addition  to  the 
improbatuUty  of  tbe  atory  itself,  the  papers  pre< 
seated  as  cojnes  of.  the  confidential  letter  have  In- 
ternal evidences  of  their  having  been  fabricated  by 
Mix.  He  swears  that  they  were  all  taken  from  the 
Qriffloai, wbilBt ia, his poacMoion.  Ifhehadmerely 
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taken  co|jes  from  the  original,  it  would  have  been 
much  eauer  to  take  a  true  copy  than  an  incorrect 
one,  and  oil  the  objects  of  copying  would  be  de- 
feated by  not  making  the  copy  accurate.  Now,  it 
is  found  that  all  the  three  oo^ples,  token,  as  besayi, 
from  the  same  origind,  difite  mm  eadi  other  Ib 
tbe  construction,  compoeitioa,  and  arrangement  of 
the  sentences.  But  the  most  concluiive  badge  of 
forgery  stamped  upon  the  papers  tbemeelvea,  is 
their  composition.  They  are  evidently  compoeed 
by  an  ilUterate  man,  who  does  not  understand  the 
art  of  writing  good  EngUdi,  and  comqtoad,  fn  tUa 
respect,  with  uie  general  character  of  Mix^  con- 
podtioa.  On  tbe  contrary,  from  tbe  letters  of  Ma- 
jor Vandeventer,  it  ia  obvious  that  he  writes  cor- 
rectly and  grammatically.  Moreover,  it  is  highly 
improbable,  in  the  nature  of  things,  tbat  IQx  should 
have  taken  three  separate  co^es,  nnlesswe  suf^Mse 
he  had  a  forcught  of  its  loss ;  and  even  if  that  bad 
been  the  case  he  would  have  taken  one  correct  copy, 
instead  of  three  incorrect  ones.  Tbe  story  rdotiv* 
to  tbe  loss  of  tbe  original  is  equally  improbable, 
and  Is  accompanied  by  palpable  contradictioas. 
He  first  suted  tbat  be  lost  it  previous  to  the  18th 
of  April,  1S21 ;  and,  afterwards,  that  it  was  five  or 
six  months,  or  a  year,  before  Mr.  Calhoun  left  the 
Department  of  War.   That  be  should  have  left  tbs 

Supers  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  be  deUbentdy  exam- 
ed,  and  returned,  and  odced  for  them  In  fivaorsix 
minutes,  can  only  be  accounted  for  upon  the  mpp> 
uUon  tbat  his  object,  from  tbe  be^nning,  was  to 
give  a  plausible  face  to  the  story  be  was  inventing. 

The  whole  of  bis  evidence  relaUvo  to  this  letter, 
is  contradictory  and  suspicious.  He  stated,  in  tbe 
first  instance,  Uiat  one  of  the  co|Hes  was  neoriy  cot- 
rect,  but  that  tbe  one  he  then  had  with  him  was  so 
inaccurate  that  he  would  not  present  it.  The  next 
day,  when  he  produced  all  three  of  the  copies,  be 
could  not  tell  which  was  the  most  accurate,  or 
whether  the  one  which  he  bad  refused  to  give  upv 
as  being  too  inaccurate,  was  less  accurate  than  the 
rest.  That  copy,  in  fact,  contains  all  that  the  oth- 
ers contain,  and  is  at  least  equally  aa  full  as  they  are. 

Tbe  next  portion  of  tbe  testimony  of  Mix,  which 
tbe  committee  think  proper  to  notice  separately,  is 
the  letter  of  Major  Vandeventer,  of  the  IVth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1820,  which  he  produced  on  his  second  ex- 
amination, with  tbe  accompanying  testimony,  girm 
by  him,  as  to  the  execution*  of  the  second  bond. 
M^jor  Vandeventer  bad  stated  that  tbe  second  bond 
was  executed  a  short  time  after  tb«  first,  UMrit, 
some  time  in  the  eariy  port  of  the  Fall  of  1818. 

Mix  produced  this  letter  of  the  17  tb  of  October, 
1820,  written  by  Vandeventer  to  him,  at  New  YoA, 
in  which  Mix  is  requested  to  "  attend  to  tbe  bond." 
Seizing  upon  this  expression  in  Vandcventer's  tet- 
ter, to  give  color  to  his  story,  he  sweora  that  the 
bond  was  executed  In  New  York  aboot  the  date  of 
tbe  letter,  and  that  the  reference  in  that  letter  was 
to  the  executing  of  tbe  bend.  After  r^ieatedlf 
swearing  to  this  fact,  in  answer- to  sevend  qae»- 
tions,  he  was  asked  if  be  distinctly  recollected  to 
have  signed  the  bond,  and  to  bave  seen  the  sureties 
sign  it  in  the  Utter  part  of  1820.  To  this  he  an- 
swered, that  be  distinctly  recollected  signing  the 
bond,  but  not  in  the  fall  of  1820.  He  then  admit- 
ted, tiut  the  second  bond  was  executed  a  abort  time 
after  the  first.  Miyor  Vandeventer  states,  that  the 
request  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  October,  1820, 
about  the  bond,  referred  to  the  procurement  of  the 
certifioota  of  the  Secorder,  m  to  the  sulfieieiicj  of 
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the  seouriUes;  and  CleDsnl  Swift  gwean,  tiiat  the 
secoad  bond  was  lodged  in  tlie  Engineer  Depart* 
mcnt  in  the  Fall  of  1816,  before  lie  kft  the  office  of 
Chief  Engineer. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  vhole  of  Kix'e 
testimony,  relaUve  to  the  exeoution  of  the  Bccood 
bond,  in  1620,  Is  waatonljr  uid  malicloaslj  fiUae,  A 
intended  to  discredit  Vandevcnter. 

Tbe  last  {dece  of  the  testimony  of  Elijah  Vix, 
npoD  wfaieh  the  oommittee  deem  it  nccesaary  to 
pronounce  a  separate  and  specifio  opinion,  is  the 
letter  of  Major  Vandeventer,  of  the  third  of  Au- 
gost,  1816,  with  the  accompanying  exirfanationf. 
This  tetter  was  produced  at  the  close  of  Us  second 
examination,  after  he  bad  repeatedly  stated  that  be 
had  no  other  letters  of  Yanderenter  in  his  posses- 
non.  Tbe  letter  was  mutilated  in  sereral  places 
by  cutting  out  worda ;  and  as  these  mutilations 
reader  the  letter  unintelligible  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  express  their 
opinion,  both  as  to  the  person  who  made  them,  and 
as  to  the  object  for  which  they  were  made.  They 
have  no  bftutation  in  saying  they  were  made  by 
Mix,  for  the  puipose  of  cxciang  su8[Ncion  against 
Mr.  Calhoun,  and  that  ho  ia  not  to  be  credited  when 
he  says  that  it  was  done  by  Vandeventer.  That  the 
House  may  hare  the  means  of  estimating  the  char- 
acter of  this  witness,  the  committee  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  state,  briefly  and  distinctly,  the  cir- 
ounutanoes  connected  with  this  part  of  his  testimo- 
ny. Near  thfl  elow  of  hia  last  cxaminaUon,  he 
Toluntarily  stated  to  the  committee,  that,  ednce  his 
first  exarednotion,  Major  Vandeventer  had  come  to 
him,  and  requested  to  know  whether  he  could  find 
the  letter  of  tlte  3d  of  Augi^t,  stating  that  he  de- 
sired pcrmisdion  to  cat  out  or  erase  certain  words 
that  wero  in  it ;  that  he  f  Mix)  found  tbe  letter  the 
next  day,  and  carried  it  to  Yandoventer,  at  the 
Dcpirtinent  of  War,  who  requested  him  not  to 
speak  about  it  there,  for  that  they  were  watched,  and 
would  be  overheard,  and  proposed  to  go  to  the 
liou3cof  Mix  that  night,  to  converse  with  him  on 
thcsutiject;  th:it  Vandeventer  came  to  his  house, 
accordingly,  and  prevailed  upon  him,  by  importu- 
nity, to  permit  the  letter  to  bu  mutilated,  and  that 
it  was  mutilated  accordingly,  by  Vandeventer.  In 
answer  to  repeated  qucatioa<t,  seeking  to  ascertain 
thfl  words  eut  out,  he  always  answered  that  ho  did 
not  know  any  thing  of  them;  yet  suted  that  the 
words-cut  out,  in  tvo  separato  places,  were,  he  be- 
Ueved,  the  same. 

M^or  VoodevoQter,  on  being  recalled,  stated  that 
he  had  nerer  seen  tlM  letter  in  question  inace  ho 
wrote  It;  that  Mix  nerer  had  boon  to  see  hlmattbo 
Department  of  War  rince  his  first  examination. 

lodepeiidendy  of  the  established  infiimy  of  Mix's 
character,  and  the  po»tive  denial  of  Major  Vande- 
venter, this  Btory  has  all  the  characteriatics  of  a  fab- 
rication, Kothing  is  more  improbable,  than  that 
Jlajor  Vandeventer  should  have  placed  himself  com- 
pletely in  the  power  of  an  enemy,  who  was  using 
every  elfert  to  destroy  his  character ;  and,  If  be  bud 
ever  done  so,  he  would  rathec  have  obtained  pos- 
seMion  of  the  letter,  and  destroyed  it,  than  have  left 
it  ID  the  hands  of  hia  enemy,jnst  so  fiir  mutilated  as 
to  excite  fusi^cion,  and  no  farther.  For  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  word  "  the  "  is  artfully  left  im- 
iiie<Uately  preoe^ng  two  or  three  of  the  exeislona, 
with  the  view,  no  donht,  of  m^Ing  the  Impresdon 
that  the  word  "  Secretary  **  existed  In  the  space  cut 
oiU}  ihovgh.  Mix  npeaitedly  niA  tint  be  ^  not 


know  what  were  the  words  ent  out.  The  oommit- 
tee,  therefore,  cannot  entertun  a  doubt  that  the 
mutilations  in  the  letter  were  made  by  Mix. 

This  contract,  though  formed  on  the  Sfitfa  of 
July,  1818,  between  General  J.  0.  Swift,  Chief  En-  . 
gineer,  on  tbe  part  of  the  Umted  States,  and  Elijah 
Mix,  for  himself,  for  the  ddivery  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  perches  of  stone,  at  the  Btp  Raps,  In 
Hampton  Roads,  was  soon  afterwards  divided  into 
four  porta,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  letters  of  Mtyor 
Vandeventer,  bearing  date  the  8d  and  ^th  Of  Au- 
gust, 1818,  in  the  manner  following:  One-Fourth  part 
to  Mix,  one-fonrth  part  to  Vandeventer,  one-fourth 
part  to  Jennings,  and  one-fionrth  part  to  a  person 
whose  name  was  to  be  kept  secret.  ■ 

The  only  explanation  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
which  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  give, 
is  that  they  believed  the  erasures  and  excisions  in 
the  letters  of  the  3d  of  August,  1818,  and  the  ITth 
of  October,  1820,  coDtained  the  words  of  "tbe  Gen- 
eral "  or  "  General  Swift,"  as,  at  the  time  of  writing 
them,  Mijor  Vanderenter  believed  General  Swift 
was  concerned  In  the  contract ;  which  Impresdon 
be  now  awears  was  nuide  by  tbe  representadons  of 
Mix,  and  was  rettdned,  unUl  pending  the  faivesUga- 
tion  in  1822,  when  the  General  made  oath  that  ne 
never  had  been  interested  in  that  contract.  Mr. 
Jennings  also  swears,  that  he  was  informed  by  Mix 
that  (^n.  Swift  was  interested  In  his  contract. 
Mix  also  adnits  tlut  he  might  have  told  Yandevenp 
ter  BO. 

Immediately  after  this  contract  was  closed,  a  bond 
was  given  for  the  fulfilment  of  its  conditions,  in  the 
sura  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  dated  the  fith  of 
August,  1818,  and  signed  by  Elijah  Mix,  George 
Cooper,  Samuel  Cooper,  and  James  Oakley.  Sealed 
and  delivered  In  presence  of  John  Martin  and  Simon 
Hitlyer. 

To  which  Is  attached  the  following  certificate  of 
the  Recorder  of  liew  ToA: 

"  The  suredes  having  been  by  me  duly  sworn,  I 
do  hereby  approve  of  them  as  good  and  sufficient. 

"  Nsw  Yoai,  6th  Aug.  18M.        B.  RIKER." 

Upon  this  bond's  being  received  at  the  Engineer 
Department,  an  advance  of  (10,000  upon  the  con- 
tract was  made  to  Mix,  by  a  draft  upon  tbe  branch 
Bank  of  the  V.  States  at  Kew  York.  After  this 
period,  it  was  discovered  that  there  were  two  errors 
in  the  bond ;  first,  that  It  was  for  the  deliveiy  of 
one  hundred  thousand  perch  of  stone,instcad  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  which  tbe  contract 
called  for ;  next,  that  the  name  of  George  Cooper 
was  [daced  in  the  bond  as  one  of  the  contractors^ 
when  Mix  alone  was  the  contractor. 

Some  time  after  the  date  of  tlus  bond,  It  was  can- 
celled, and  one  formed  to  suit  the  provisions  of  the 
contract,  in  all  particulars,  and  was  forwarded  to  the 
En^nccr  Department,  which  second  bond  was  dated 
tbe  Sth  of  August,  1818,  the  same  day  on  which  the 
first  was  dated.  At  what  precise  period  this  bond 
was  received  at  the  Enpneer  Department,  la  not 
known,  but.  If  the  testimony  of  General  Swift  and 
Major  Vandeventer  is  correct,  It  must  have  beei^ 
early  Inthe  Fall  of  1818. 

Tbe  sum  of  $10,000  was  drawn  fnnn  the  treaa- 
ury,  it  is  supposed,  upon  a  verbal  requisition,  oa 
there  is  nothing  written  upon  the  subject.  This, 
however,  previous  to  the  date  of  this  transaction, 
was  sometimes  the  case,  as  appears  from  the  testi- 
mony  of  General  Swift,  and  ftom  tbe  commooloar 
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tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Deptrtment  of  War  to 
the  committee,  dated  the  lOtb  day  of  February, 
1827. 

Tbc  commUtee  think  it  further  necessary  to  state 
that  die  certificate  of  the  Recorder  of  New  York, 
which  was  attadied  to  the  first  or  the  cancelled  bond, 
is  not  attached  to  the  second  or  new  bond,  but  that, 
when  a  copy  of  this  bond  was  sent  to  a  committee 
of  the  House,  in  the  year  1822,  the  copy  of  the  cer- 
tiflcate  of  the  old  waa  attached  to  the  new  bond, 
aod  certified  by  an  officer  to  be  a  true  copy.  The 
manner  in  which  this  irregularity  happened,  is  ftC- 
eounted  for  in  the  testimony  of  Captain  Smith.  It 
does  not  appear,  in  any  part  of  this  inquiry,  that 
the  United  States  sustained  any  ii^ory,  aMiough 
*  there  were  some  insularities. 

After  tailing  all  the  testimony  which  could  he  had, 
ealculuted  to  throw  light  on  the  subject,  the  com- 
mittee feel  it  their  duty  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
there  is  noUiing  in  the  evideoee  warranting  a  belief,  or 
that  tends  to  induce  even  the  sUghtestau^cioo,  that 
Ur.  Calhoun  was,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  con- 
cerned in  any  contract  made  with  the  Department 
of  War,  whilst  be  was  secretary  of  that  department. 
Or  that  he  participated  in  the  profits  of  any  such 
contract,  or  that  he  connived  at  any  soch  partici- 
pation in  any  of  his  subordinate  officers;  and  that, 
in  tbdr  opiiuon,  there  are  do  grounds  for  any  fur> 
ther  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  the  above  paper 
was  tlieu  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SAttsDERS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved 
tliat  tlie  paper  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  as  contuning  the  protest  of  Mr. 
MdhrniB,  on  the  behw  of  Mr.  Oalhoun,  | 
fflgabut  certun  acts  of  the  committee,  be  now 
read. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  oMer,  as  the  report  and  documents  had 
just  been  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  printefl.  The  motion,  howoTer, 
mij^t  be  received  by  leave  of  the  Hoose. 

The  question  being  put,  leave  was  granted 
for  the  motion ;  and 

Mr.  Saunders  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wbioiit  opposed  the  reading  of  this 
docnment,  unless  the  other  documents  accom- 
panying the  report  were  read  also.  If  this 
were  read,  he  should  call  for  the  reading  of  all 
the  net 

Mr.  SatiSDKBB  replied,  that,  should  the  gen- 
fleman  do  so,  it  would  be  for  the  Uonse  to 
81^  whether  his  call  should  be  complied  with. 

The  qnes^on  was  then  put  on  reading  the 
dOGiynent,  embraced  by  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BArNDBBs,  and  negatived — ayes  78,  nays  81. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  asked  leave  to  present  a  peti- 
tion which  hod  reference  to  the  subject  now 
before  the  Honse. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  F.  then  presented 
the  following  communicaUon : 

Ta  tie  Speaker  of  the  ffoum  of  BsprttentaHvet  of  ike 
United  Staiet. 

Washinotoii,  Feb.  18, 1827. 
Sir:  I  cannot  but  express  my  re^t,  that  the  8e- 
iMt  Committee  of  the  Houm  of  Bepnaentatbei, 


appointed  on  the  Tlce  President's  letter  of  the  SMh 
of  December  last,  have  not  accompanied  thdr  report 
to  the  House  by  a  communication  of  mine,  oS  the 
let  instant,  explanatory  of  transacU(HU,  as  fiu-  as  J 
am  coneemed,  in  coniwction  with  the  aidject  of  io- 
vMtigation.  Deeming  this  communication  u  neces- 
sPy  for  that  purpose,  I  herewith  transmit  it,  with 
its  accompanying  documents,  and  pray  that  it  rukj 
be  received  by  the  House,  and  |dacea  among  the 
papers  presented  by  the  commUtee,  connected  with 
tiiia  htvestigation, 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect.  yo«r 
most  obedient  eervsnt,       0.  YANDETENTER. 

The  petition  was  read. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  that,  in  presenting  this 
petition,  he  did  not  intend  to  give  any  state- 
ment of  hia  own  sentiments  in  relation  to  the 
petitioner.  He  knew  nothing  about  the  testi- 
mony to  which  it  referred,  whether  of  an  in- 
culpatory or  of  an  exculpatory  character.  In 
presenting  it,  he  would  only  do  to  this  person 
an  act  of  jostiee  which  he  would  be  wQiing  to 
perform  in  all  simihir  cases.  He  eonclnded  lu> 
observations,  by  moving  that  the  petition  and 
accompanying  documents  be  laid  upcm  the 
table  and  printed. 

Mr.  B&ENT  asked  for  a  division  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  that  the  question  be  first  takati  on 
laying  the  petition  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  60  divided  acoordis^, 
and  the  House  ordered  the  petition  to  be  wd 
on  the  table. 

The  question  tben,recurred  on  printing  the 

Satition  and  document;  and  on  this  qnestion  a 
ebote  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Wbight,  For- 
stth,  Baktlett,  Clabkk,  Storbs,  Haultox, 
WsBua,  LiviMOBTON,  Flotd,  and  Bbkst  took 
part 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  printing  the 
memorial  of  Mr,  Yanderenter,  witli  the  ooco- 
ments  accompanying  it,  and  dedded  in  the  neg- 
otive,  without  a  count. 

Commercial  Interamrm  with  Suedem, 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tomuksov, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  tTnion,  Mr.  Babtlrt  in  the  dudr,  on 
the  bill  to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norwegian  Tea- 
sels and  cargoes  from  ^aorindnati^g  dotiea. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  said  he  should  be  f^BA  to  know 
why  any  l^islation  in  this  case  was  necessary, 
farther  than  to  return  the  duties  that  had  u- 
ready  been  pud  since  the  expiration  of  Ae 
treaty.  The  act  of  1824 placed  Swedish  vessels 
on  the  same  footing  with  our  own,  an^  be 
coold  not  Bee  what  more  was  necessary. 

Mr.  ToMUNBOX  (Chairman  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce)  said  that  the  committee  had 
considered  this  case  as  not  coming  wiUiin  the 
express  provisions  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  henee 
the  necessity  for  legislation.  The  trealy  widi 
Sweden  had  expiree  in  September  lut,  and  on 
its  expiration,  the  diseriininatSng  duties  sus- 
pended by  it  revived  of  course,  lliey  had  been 
abolished  by  the  treaty,  but  when  that  trea^ 
expired,  the  Govenunent  oi  Swedcooii  Umm^ 
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Its  GhargS  dea  Affures  here^  had  informed  this 
GoTerament  that  Sweden  would  contiime  to 
observe  all  the  provisions  of  the  former  treaty 
till  a  new  treaty  conld  be  formed.  The  act  of 
1824  was  prospective  ;  hat  this  case  did  not 
fait  strictly-  within  its  terms.  Hence,  the  Bab- 
ject  had  been  referred  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  consideration  of  Coagreea, 
under  thp  belief  it  is  prestuned,  that  l^^laUoa 
was  neoessazy.  The  BtipnlaUona  of  the  trea^ 
extended  to  the  ookmy  of  St.  Bartholomews, 
and  proved  that  there  sboald  be  a  rectprooi^ 
and  equality  of  dntiea  between  vessels  owned 
not  only  by  citizens  of  the  mother  country,  bnt 
also  by  the  natoralised  inhabitants  of  that  col- 
ony of  Sweden.  It  was  doubted  whether  the  act 
of  1824  embraced  this  case.  In  our  existing 
relations  with  another  Grovemment,  in  respect 
to  the  colonial  trade,  it  was  important  that  this 
point  should  be  put  beyond  doubt,  and  that 
Swedish  vessels  from  the  island  of  St  Barts 
should  bo  admitted  into  the  United  States  free 
from  discriminating  duties,  in  order  to  secure 
to  OUT  vessels  a  like  privily  in  that  island. 
As  OtHigress  was  in  session,  it  was,  by  the  com- 
mittee, deemed  expedient  that  the  snqwnding 
of  the  law  should  be  the  act  Oongress,  rather 
than  the  act  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  FoBsrrn  said  he  was  entirely  satined  by 
tiie  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, and  he  would  now  offer  an  amendment, 
in  the  form  of  a  new  section,  to  the  bill. 

**  See.  S.  A»d  b«  it  ftaiher  tnaeted.  That  so  ranch 
of  tbe  act  concenuQg  navigation,  and  of  tbo  acta 
Imposing  duties  of  toanago  or  impost  on  vesaela,  and 
articles  imported  in  veasels  into  the  United  States, 
as  are  contrary  to  the  provisiona  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  kingdom  of  Den- 
nurlc,  the  ratifications  whereof  were  exchanged  on 
the  10th  day  of  August,  1826,  sball  be,  from  and 
after  tbe  date  of  the  raUfieatton  of  the  sud  conven- 
tion, and  during  the  continuance  thereof^  deemed 
and  taken  te  be  of  no  force  or  effect." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  had  sent 
to  the  House  two  other  treaties,  one  with  Den- 
mark, and  the  other  with  the  Bepublic  of  Oen- 
*tral  America.  These  treaties  stipulate  for  an 
alteration  in  the  Navigation  Laws  of  the  United 
Statos,  the  Laws  of  Tonnage  and  Imposts.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
presented  to  the  House  any  proposition  for 
an  act  of  legislation  on  this  aubjeot,  and  yet 
haHii  of  these  treaties  were  now  in  a  oonrse  of 
execution.  Tbe  Navigation  Law  of  the  oomktry 
was  openly  disregarded,  aa  well  as  the  laws  im- 
ponng  discriminating  duties.  Now,  according 
to  a  solemn  decision  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, tbe  power  to  sospend  these  laws 
does  not  belong  to  the  Freri^nt  of  the  United 
States.  He  oaanot  alter  the  commercial  laws 
of  the  country,  imposing  duties  and  imposts, 
wititont  the  consent  of  this  House.  This  mat- 
ter had  Itmg  since  been  solemnly  argued,  and 
definitively  settied.  If  the  amendment  which 
had  now  been  ofliared  sboold  be  ad<^»t^  by 


[H.  or  B. 

the  House,  he  wonld  then  offer  another,  fw 
the  execution  of  tbe  other  treaty. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Hr.  For- 
stth's  amendment,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a 
large  minority. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Wedkxsdat,  Febmaiy  14. 
Omaral  A^ropriation  BiU^Tkuvha^  Jfu> 
sum. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Gook,  the  House  went  into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Latrsop  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  making  ai^ropHations  fw 
the  snpport  of  Government  for  the  year  1627. 

The  question  arising  on  agreeing  to  the  item 
appropnatiog  9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  a 
Uinister  to  succeed  Hr.  AndenKSif  at  the  Golf 
gross  of  Tacnbaya — 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  asked  the  chainnan  to  put  the 
question  on  filling  the  blank  in  the  clause  just 
read,  with  $9,000.  By  a  document  lying  on 
the  tables,  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  81,000  dollars  of  the  q>pn>* 
priation  of  the  last  year  of  60,000  dollars.  Mr. 
F.  supposed  an  outfit  had  been  p^d  to  Kr.  Ser- 
geant, and  one  to  Hr.  Anderstw.  The  pro- 
posed outfit  is  ffxt  Hr.  Poinsett,  our  Hinister  at 
Mexico.  The  fact  that  this  gentieman  bad  been 
selected  for  this  mission,  bad  been  stated  in 
the  pnblio  papers.  We  have  just  appropriated 
the  sura  for  bis  salary  as  Minister  to  Mexico^ 
where  he  is  to  remain  Hinister.  If  this  al- 
lowance of  a  full  outfit  is  to  be  made,  there  is 
a  sufficient  sum  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  its  payment.  The  unexpended  balance 
is  chargeable  with  9,000  dollars,  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Sergeant,  2,000  dollars  salary  of  Secretaiy 
of  Legation,  add  9,000  for  an  outfit  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  and  there  is  still  a  balance  of  11,000 
dollars  of  the  sum  oririnally  appropriated.  It 
being  apparent  that  a  further  appropriati<Hi  of 
money  was  imnecessary,  Hr.  F.  was  at  a  loss  to 
tmderstand  the  reason  of  the  insertion  of  this 
item  in  tiie  ^}ivopriation  biU.  It  might  be 
intended  to  procure  an  exprenion  <tf  the  opin- 
ion of  Congress  on  the  amonnt  of  the  outfit  to 
be  allowed,  or  on  the  policy  of  the  transfer  of 
our  Ministers  from  Panama  to  Tacutwya.  If 
either  object  was  contemplated,  Mr.  F.'  was  un- 
willing to  legislate  to  afford  pretext  for  a  con- 
clusion, however  errtmeona,  that  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  were  satisfied  with  the 
course  pursued. 

Of  the  amount  of  outfit,  the  Fre^ctent,  by 
the  act  of  1810,  was  anthimzed  to  determine,  ■ 
He  would  leave  him  to  ezerdse  this  power  on 
his  own  responsibilit?.  That  act  permits  a 
year's  salary  to  be  f^ven  as  an  outfit-— does  not 
require  itto  be  given ;  the  President  may  give 
as  much  less  as  he  chooses — he  cannot  ^ve 
more.  In  the  present  case,  Mr.  F.  did  not 
think  that  a  full  allowanoe-  was  justifiable. 
Taonbaya  is  within  two  leagues  (six  miles)  of 
Hexico,  where  the  Minister  resides.  The  trav- 
elling thither,  and  teu^MH^ry  Aort  reudences, 
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as  circomstances  m^t  reqnlre,  conid  not  be 
attended  with  serious  inconveniences  or  great 
expense.  He  woold  be  unwilling,  therefore, 
to  do  any  thing  by  which  the  public  should  be 
led  to  believe  that  we  thought  the  appropria^ 
tion  proper.  Yet,  if  the  President,  on  his  re- 
Bponsibility,  allowed  a  full  outfit,  Mr,  F,  cer- 
tainly would  not  make  it  hereafter  a  subject  of 
oomplaint. 

Hr.  WicKum  aaid  that  tbe  explanation  fur- 
nished by  the  chsdrman  of  the  committee,  QSr. 
Cook,)  had  not  satisfied  his  mind  that  it  was 
necessary  or  expedient  to  make  this  appropri&' 
tion  of  9,000  dollars,  for  an  outfit  to  Ur.  Poin- 
eett,  who  is  associated  with  Hr.  Sergeant  in 
this  new  misnon  at  Taonbaya. 

First,  it  is  not  necessary  to  appropriate  the 
money,  because  there  is  yet  left  unexpended 
enough  of  the  40,000  dollars  appropriated  at 
the  l^t  session  of  Congress,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Panama  mission.  If  yon  will  al- 
low to  Mr.  Sergeant  his  whole  year's  salary  of 
$9,000  and  ontfit  $9,000,  equal  to  $18,000 ;  to 
Hr.  Anderson  his  outfit,  $9,000 ;  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Legation,  $2,000 — in  all,  $29,000 ;  there 
yet  renudna  the  sum  of  11,000  dollars,  sul^t 
to  the  dispodliini  of  the  Fnddent  of  the  United 
States.  Surely  this  sum  mi^it  to  be  anffioient 
to  pay  the  contingent  expenses  of  onr  ]fini»- 
ters,  and  Hr.  Poinsett's  extraordinary  expenses 
for  the  temporary  change  which  be  may  find 
it  necessary  to  make  during  the  session  of  this 
congress  of  nations. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  tells  us,  that  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  40,000  dollars, 
made  at  the  last  session,  will  be  required  to  pay 
Hr.  Poinsett's  salary  as  Minister  associated 
with  Mr.  Sergeant  in  this  new  mission.  This 
certainly  is  not  correct.  By  the  previous  sec- 
tion in  this  bill,  we  have  appropriated  9,000 
dollars  for  the  salary  of  a  Kinistw  at  Mexico, 
who  Is  l£r.  Poinsett,  Does  the  gentleman 
contemplate  the  payment  of  a  double  salary 
and  an  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  equal  to  37,000 
dollars  per  annum?  or  does  be  intend  the 
Honse  to  understand  that  the  President  will 
send  a  new  Minister  to  Mexico  1  When  Mr. 
Anderson  was  >  appointed  to  the  Congress  at 
Piuiama,  he  was  still  regarded  as  the  Minister 
to  Colombia. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  W.,)I  am,  in  the 
second  place,  against  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing this  outfit  of  $9,000.  Mr.  Poinsett  has  been 
required  to  represent  together  with  Mr,  Ser- 
geant, this  nation,  in  the  Congress  of  Tacuba^a, 
a  distance  from  hU  present  residence  of  nme 
miles,  and  you  propose  to  give  him,  by  this 
lull,  9,000  dollars  beddes  his  salan^  of  9,000 
dollars,  for  the  tronble,  expense,  and  inotmven- 
ienee  be  may  be  aubjected  to,  by  a  travel  of 
nine  miles ;  and  this  is  done  under  the  name  of 
an  outfit  So  far  as  the  Minister  of  Mexico 
diall  be  subject  to  any  extraordmary  expense, 
I  am  willing  that  a  aafficient  sum  be  e^F^opri- 
ated  to  meet  that  eraense,  if  the  11,000  dollars 
be  not  thought  equal  to  .that  olfject. 


[FUBDABT,  1827. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  admitted  that  he  had  erred  in 
stating  the  amount  of  last  yearns  fqipropriation ; 
it  was  $40,000,  and  not  $50,000,  as  has  been 
supposed.  This  did  not,  however,  affect  his 
argument,  which  was  founded,  not  on  the  swa 
-appropriated,  but  on  the  unexpended  balance 
of  $81,000.  According  to  his  first  estimate 
there  was  a  balance  of  $11,000,  after  allowinjf 
full  outfit  to  Mr.  Poinsett;  as  Mr.  Sergeanrs 
outfit,  and  Mr.  Anderson's,  were  yet  to  be  pud, 
the  surplus  woqld  be  $2,000,  inrtead  <rf  $11,- 
000.  The  exact  balance  could  be  ascertained, 
without  an  ezaminatitoi  of  the  details  of  the 
estimate  from  the  Department  of  State,  or  the 
calculations  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Mr.  F.  would  be  glad  to  see  them. 
By  way  of  retort  on  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois who  had  set  him  right  about  the  $40,000, 
be  would  correct  an  error  of  that  gentleman, 
fleeting  the  result  of  his  own  calculation.  He 
had  chaiged  the  appropriation  of  the  lost  year 
with  an  outfit  for  a  Secretary  of  Legation- 
Secretaries  of  Legations  receive  no  outfits. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  hod  been  asked,  if  it  could  be 
intended  to  question  the  right  of  the  heira  of 
Mr.  Anderson  to  the  tunount  of  an  outfit.  Cer- 
tainly not.  His  representatives  are  entitied  to 
it.  If  not  paid,  it  must  be  paid.  That  estima- 
ble man  performed  a  long  and  dangerous  jour- 
ney :  poinfiil,  toilsome,  and  expensive.  lie  fell 
a  victim  to  the  conmion  disease  of  the  climate 
into  which  he  was  sent  to  perform  public  ser- 
vice. Surely  these  circumstances  give  a  claim 
to  pecuniary  rewards,  as  great  as  any  which 
could  be  argued  in  favor  of  his  nominal  asso- 
ciate in  the  mission — who  had  remained  amus- 
ing himself  in  Philadelphia  in  attending  to  his 
private  concerns — who  remained  at  home  while 
the  Congress  of  Panama  was  in  session,  and 
was  gone  to  look  for  it  when  it  is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Cook  repeated  the  statement  he  bad 
made  when  last  up.  The  appropriaticm  grant- 
ed at  the  last  Congress,  was  $40,000.  Of  this 
snm,  86,000  dolUura  was  required  for  outfit 
and  salary  for  one  year ;  2,000  dollars  for  Sec- 
retary, and  2,000  for  contingencies,  absorbed 
that  sum.  The  Minister  appointed  had  now 
gone  to  his  post  He  was  entitled  to  $9,000  ■ 
outfit,  and  to  his  salary;  at  the  end  of  the  year 
|9,000  more.  The  Minister  at  Colombia  was 
to  receive  $9,000,  and  his  Secretary  $2,000 ; 
this  made  29,000  dollars.  The  heirs  of  Mr.  An- 
derson were  entitled  to  receive  his  salary  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  Another  Minister  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  lum  was  entiUed  to  his  sal- 
ary of  $9,000.  This  absorbed  the  wh<de  sum 
already  appropriated.  The  question  now  was, 
whether  our  Minister  at  Mexico  should  have 
an  outfit  on  going  to  a  new  misdon  at  Tacn- 
baya.  The  gentiemon  from  Kentucky,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Geoi^a,  seemed  to  proceed  on 
the  supposition  that  an  outfit  was  to  be  al- 
lowed much  in  the  same  manner  with  mileage. 
So  many  miles  travel,  so  much  outfit ;  but  tiie 
Government  did  not  proceed  on  this  principle 
— they  wished  the  diplomatio  serrices  diould 
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be  peiAvmed  at  as  chei^>  a  rate  as  oomported 
iriUi  the  respect  due  to  a  pnblio  representative 
of  the  nation.  In  secariag  to  sodk  a  represent- 
ative the  means  of  appearing  vith  respecta- 
bility, they  oonsnlted  the  nation's  honor ;  and 
so  eeiwible  was  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  of 
the  propriety  of  this  principle,  that  he  had,  at 
the  last  session,  avowed  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  salaries  allowed  by  this  Government  to  their 
Ministers  abroad,  were  Insuffloient,  and  ought 
to  be  increased.  The  ol^ect  of  granting  an  ont^ 
fit  was  to  enable  a  pnblio  person,  who  repre- 
sented the  character  and  honor  of  his  country 
at  the  eonrt  of  a  fordgn  nation,  to  appear  there 
in  a  suitable  manner ;  and  to  do  this,  it  was 
in^spensable  that  he  should  conform,  in  some 
degree,  to  the  ideas  and  habits  which  there 
prevailed.  Those  who  had  had  experience  on 
this  subject,  would  be  di^>osed  rather  to  say 
that  9^000  dollars  was  too  little  than  too  much 
for  this  purpose.  In  the  present  instance,  our 
Hinister  at  Mexico  would  have  to  go  into  a 
wilderness  country,  where  no  conveniences  or 
accommodations  could  be  procured,  but  at  great 
expense.  When  there,  he  was  to  meet  the 
representatives  of  the  United  Sovereignties  of 
the  sonthem  hemisphere.  Under  <^ronmstan- 
oes  like  these,  did  gentlemen  wish  that  the 
IDmster  of  the  United  States  ahonld  be  placed 
on  a  hnmbler  foodng  than  those  with  whom 
he  was  to^assooiate  t  If  they  did,  he  coiUd  as- 
suro  them,  and  so  could  any  one  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  hifl^-4oned  feelings  and  lofty 
character  of  onr  Mmister  at  Mexico,  that  he 
wonld  never  consent  to  d^^rade  his  oonotty  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  nations  of  the  South,  vfas 
this  House  prepared  to  say  that  he  should  pre- . 
sent  himself  beTure  that  Congress  without  the 
means  of  appearing  respectable?  He  asked, 
especially,  tne  personal  mends  of  Mr.  Poinsett, 
whether  they  would  consent  to  this  I  If  they 
were  willing  to  send  him  penniless  on  such  an 
errand,  or  withoat  enough  scaroe  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  lodging,  let  tnem  refiise  to  grant  the 
iq>PTOpriation. 

jCt.  IfoCoT  went  into  a  cakalatimi  to  show 
that  tiiere  must  he  a  balance  of  $11,000  still 
remainhig,  out  of  the  |40,000  appropriated  for 
the  Panama  Mission,  at  the  last  session.  Bnt 
whether  or  no,  he  could  see  no  great  propriety 
in  allowing  an  outfit  of  9,000  dollars  for  travel- 
ling the  distance  of  only  nine  miles,  to  attend 
*'  a  new  court."  For  his  part,  he  never  before 
understood  that  there  was  to  be  any  "new 
court"  at  Tacubaya,  or  ttiat  travelling  nine 
miles  from  the  City  of  Mexico,  would  bring  the 
traveller  into  "  a  new  country," 

Mr.  IxoHAH  said,  if  there  1>e  any  one  point 
on  which  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  f^ve  ns  mi- 
nute, accurtite,  and  certain  information,  it  is  in 
those  matters  which  depend  on  oBlcnlatlon ; 
and  I  do  think,  said  he,  uiey  are  bound  to  sat* 
isfy  the  House,  before  they  can  expect  support, 
that  their  oaloulations  are  correct;  they  have 
been  called  upon  again  and  again  to  famish  the 
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items  of  expenditure  charged  on  the  Amd  of 
$40,000  appropriated  last  year,  and  yet  no 
member  seems  to  understand  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  what  those  items 
are;  the  calculation  must  certainly  be  very 
simple,  not  involving  the  slightest  difficulty, 
and  yet  it  is  not  given.  We  appropriated  last 
year  40,000  dollaro— out  of  this  the  following 
items  are  to  be  paid ; 

Hr.  Sergeant's  salary  and  outfit,  -  $18,000 
Ur.  Anderaon's  outfit,  -  9,000 
Becretaty's  salary,  ....  2,000 
Contingaidei,        ....  8,000 

$81,000 

WUehlesnsabsluioeor    -  9,000 


$4Q,000 


We  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Anderson's  sal- 
ary as  Minister  to  Colombia  is  ohan[eabIe  on 
this  fiind,  but  we  find  that  provided  hr  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

If;  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  has  at  his 
disposal  an  unexpended  balance  of  9,000  dol- 
lars the  appropriations  of  the  last  year,  why 
is  it  necessary  to  give  an  additional  sum.  We 
ought  not  to  put  at  tlie  discretion  of  any  offi-  . 
oer  a  la^er  eom  than  the  pnblia  services  re- 
quire ;  and  if  we  look  "back,  into  the  history  of 
ulowanoes  for  pnbUo  Ministws,  we  diall  Hod 
some  of  a  very  extra(M^inary  character,  which 
will  furnish  good  oanse  for  scmtinizing  these 
Impropriations  hereafto-,  and  confining  them  to 
q>edfio  ob}eets.  The  law  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  public  Ministers  declares  that  the  salary 
shall  be  9,000  dollars  a  year,  and  that  the 
outfit  shall  not  exceed  one  year's  salary,  which 
shaU  be  "  as  a  compensation  for  all  his  personal 
services  and  expenses ;"  the  outfit  is  placed  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  and  it  has  sev- 
eral tunes  happened  that  when  a  Minister  was 
sent  on  a  speraal  missioii,  the  Pre^dent  had 
agreed  to  allow  him  his  personal  expenses,  not 
to  enwed  an  ootfit  j  but  in  no  case  that  haa 
come  under  my  notice,  has  aa  outfit  been  al- 
lowed, and  personal  expenses  in  addition,  un- 
til tiie  Ghent  Mission.  There  is  a  class  of  ex- 
penses, called  contingencies,  of  foreign  mis- 
stons,  which  is  always  allowed  under  appro- 
priations for  that  purpose ;  these  are  for  mes- 
sengers to  carry  despatches,  stationery,  postage, 
newspapers,  &c.,  to  which  has  latterly  been 
added,  office  rent;  but,  as  the  law  ^ves  the 
sdary  and  outfit  in  full  "  compensation  for  all 
personal  services  and  expenses,"  it  must  be  a 
str^ned  construction  of  it  that  would  ad- 
mit  ail  tlie  personal  expenses  of  a  Minister  to 
be  paid  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  after 
he  bad  been  allowed  a  full  outfit  and  saluy. 

JSt,  Oooe  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  thonght  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  done  their  dnty,  and 
had  omitted  to  give  that  particular  information 
which  the  House  had  a  right  to  demand.  He 
denied  the  charge.  The  Oommittee  of  Wagra 
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and  Means  had  dona  its  dntjr.  It  had  made  a 
particular  atatement,  and  it  bad  stated  the 
trnth.  The  gentlemaa  and  his  friends  had  the 
«iTor  on  their  own  ude  of  the  House.  They 
all  went  on  the  snf^wsition  that  the  salary  of 
Hr.  Anderaon  was  paid  out  of  the  lost  year's 
appropriation ;'  and  that  the  salary  of  his  suc- 
cessor might  be  used  to  pay  the  present  outfit. 
The  ground  the  committee  went  on  was,  that 
money,  appropriated  for  a  salary,  might  not  be 
touched  for  any  other  use.  If  Mr.  Poinsett 
shall  accept  his  appointment  at  Tacuhayo,  he 
cannot  totuh  his  salary  aa  liinister  to  Hexico. 
The  whole  must  be  paid  out  of  the  ^propria- 
tion  of  the  present  year.  He  did  not  see  bow 
oalcnIaUons  oonld  be  pluner  than  those  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House ;  and  gentle- 
men, especially  when  they  themsdves  were 
mistaken,  should  at  least  be  temperate  in  tiieir 
manner.   The  appropriation  for  salaries  was  a 

rifio  appropriation,  and  was  not  left  to  be 
led  by  the  Executive  at  his  discretion. 
Mr.  MoCoT  remarked  that  this  was  mere 
matter  of  opinion.  He  thought  the  gentleman 
might  satisfy  the  House,  if  he  would  show  out 
of  what  fund  the  salary  of  Mr.  Anderson  was 
to  be  pud.  As  to  Mr.  Sergeant's  salary,  it  did 
not  commence  till  October  last. 

Mr.  MoDnrna  said,  that  the  gentleman  fr<Hn 
Gwrgia  had  stated,  u  the  qnesnrai,  that  which 
was  not  befiwe  the  House.  The  qnestitm  was, 
whether  the  Honse  shotdd  maka  uie  amaopri- 
fltion  beftm  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States 
could  be  allowed  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett,  or  whether 
there  must  be  authority  of  law  before  he  could 
be  paid  ?  The  present  appropriation.  It  would 
be  recollected,  ud  not  come  under  the  general 
law  of  outfits. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tiie  ^propriation,  and  decided  in  Uie  affirma- 
tive— ayes  71,  noes  67 ;  when  the  committee 
rose  and  reported. 


TmasDJLT,  Febraary  15. 

7%e  MiMion  to  Taeubaya. 

The  Home  liien  {voceeded  to  the  mtfinidied 
badness  of  yesterday ;  being  the  appropriation 
oi  9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister  to 
Riceeed  Mr.  Anderson  at  the  Congress  of  Tuoa- 
hays. 

Mr.  Cabsok  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Panama  Misdon  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
uid  had  seen  nothing  to  diminish  his  objections 
to  it,  but  much  to  increase  them.  The  policy 
of  the  measnre  was  not  now  under  discussion, 
bat  it  came  before  us  again  on  a  proposition  to 
appropriate  $9,000  for  an  outfit  to  the  Minister 
apnointed  to  go  from  the  Gitj  of  Mexico  to  the 
Tillage  of  Taeabaya ;  in  other  words,  to  give  a 
genueman  $9,000  tor  traTelling  alxmt  nine 
miles,  who^  at  the  aame  time^  would  be  nnder 
pay  at  the  rate  of  $9,000  per  annnm.  I 
am  against  the  anpropriation.  Tliis  mission 
2i«s  cost  OS  eaoogli  abaadjr.  "Soxtj  thouumd 
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dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  seanoii, 

and  the  present  sum  is  to  be  in  addition  to 
that.  Besides  that,  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet 
has  been  fitted  out  to  carry  Mr.  S^geant  to 
Vera  Cruz,  who  had  already  been  paid  $9,000 
to  carry  himself;  and  men  acquainted  with 
naval  afiairs  say,  that  the  expense  of  fitting  m 
this  vessel,  and  keeping  her  at  sea  the  length 
of  time  necessary  to  carry  out  Mr.  Sergeant 
and  return,  cannot  be  less  than  from  $30,000 
to  $50,000.  Here,  then,  is  nearly  $100,000 
alreiidjr  expended  on  this  abortive  miaaon, 
which  is  enough,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  wasted 
on  one  of  the  idlest  prefects  that  ever  waa  ccoi- 
cwred.  So  much  for  the  expense;  bat  I  wish 
to  remark  npon  the  strange  inconMstMMy 
wluch  I  hare  witswned.  upon  this  su^ect,  in 
the  shffft  space  of  two  sessions,  fiwn  the  lad- 
ing snppcHters  of  tlus  measnre.  At  the  last 
seanon,  whm  certain  movements  were  made 
in  this  House  to  stimulate  the  tardy  delibera* 
tions  of  the  Senate,  and  a  call  was  made  npoa 
the  President  for  certain  information,  gentle- 
men said  the  information  was  indi^nsable  to 
enable  us  to  Judge  of  the  pn^riety  of  the  ap- 
propriation ;  now,  the  same  gentlemen  hold 
us  bound  to  vote  the  appropriations  without 
the  least  exercise  Ju^;ment  on  our  part. 
They  say  the  President  and  Senate  have  in- 
stituted the  misuon,  and  that  we,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  are  bound  to  vote  the 
money  to  carry  it  into  effect.  As  one  of  these 
representatives,  I  protest  against  such  doctrines. 
'We  are  the  peculiar,  and  I  might  say,  the  ex- 
clusive representatives  of  the  people  in  matters 
of  revenue.  Money  bills  must  originate  in  this 
.House.  Every  new  tax  must  have  its  origin 
here ;  bui  what  would  become  of  this  right  to 
originate  taxes  and  money  bills,  if  we  are 
bound  to  raise  all  the  money  which  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  may  think  proper  to  demand  I 
Certainly  we  should  have  no  option.  We  should 
no  longer  be  voluntary  agents,  to  raise  money 
or  not,  according  to  our  own  judgment^  but 
mere  machines  in  the  hands  of  the  PnddjesA 
and  Senate,  to  be  worked  at  tbeir  jdtasan. 
Sitf  I  dislike  the  manner  of  carrying  on  this 
misrion  as  much  as  the  mission  itself.  We  all 
remember  the  loud  complaints  of  the  President 
and  all  his  advocates,  because  the  Senate  took 
time  to  deliberate  last  Winter.  We  were  then 
iostmcted  to  believe  that,the  most  oslamitous 
otmsequenoes  would  result,  if  the  mission  did 
not  depart  forthwith ;  yet,  when  it  was  sano- 
tioned  by  the  Senate,  and  $40,000  voted  by  us, 
and  a  ship  of  war  prepared  at  a  great  cost,  the 
mission  lingered  at  home  for  seven  or  eight 
months,  ai^  two  of  its  memtMra  engaged  in 
important  elections  as  the  Adnunistration  candi- 
dates.  One,  unhi^ily,  lost  Mb  lifo  by  bdng 
ordered  to  a  dckly  place  to  w^t  tor  dm  em- 
league,  which  colleague  was  dectioneerii^ 
not  fOT  the  Congress  at  Panama,  bat  for  the 
Congress  at  Washington  city ;  and  when  this 
election  was  lost,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was 
2i0  ordered  to  depart.  We  are  inibnned,  that 
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one  of  these  gentlemen  did  not  receive  his 
Bolary  till  near  tlie  time  of  bis  departing,  bnt 
it  is  admitted  that  the  other  did.  Yea,  ^r,  it 
is  admitted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Panama 
Uiasion  was  receiving  his  $2^000  a-year,  vhile 
engaged  in  an  active  oanvass  in  Kew  York,  as 
the  adniioUtra^on  candidat«  for  Governor  of 
tiiat  State.  But,  Ar,  where  ia  the  invitation 
to  this  Congress  at  Tacnbaja  ?  Hr.  Poinsett, 
in  his  d^patoh  to  the  Qovemment,  presented 
among  our  documents,  and  now  on  our  tables, 
tells  us,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  League, 
and  Perpetual  Oonfederation,  signed  at  Panama, 
new  invitatioas  were  to  be  given  to  the  neu- 
tral and  friendly  powers,  to  send  Ministers  to 
Tacubaya.  Tlie  Confederacy  of  course  were  to 
send  without  invitations.  Kow,  eir,  we  have 
had  no  such  invitation ;  and  if  we  are  to  be 
con^dered  as  neutral  and  ft-iendly,  we  ought 
to  have  it ;  if  OS  a  oonfederate,  the  pec^le  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  know  it.  It  woaht 
be  a  pity  that  onr  Minister,  in  his  laced  coat 
and  waving  plumes,  should  be  told  that  he  had 
no  invitation,  and  must  retire. 

I  say,  Mr:  Spealier,  that  we  are'  not  invited 
to  this  new  Congress,  and  I  think  it  probable 
that  the  Congress  itself  will  never  be  found. 
Look  at  the  changes  which  are  going  on  in 
South  America.  Two  of  the  republics  which 
invited  us  a  year  ago,  have  ceased  to  exist  as 
such.  Colombia  and  Upper  Pern  have  lost 
their  constitutions,  their  form  of  government, 
and  one  of  them  its  very  name.  Bolivar  com- 
mands them,  and  it  is  immaterial  by  what  title, 
whether  liberator,  or  dictator,  or  imperator; 
he  is,  in  fai^  the  king  of  Colombia  and  Pern, 
and  more  absolnte  than  any  monarch  in  Eu- 
rope. It  was  with  this  man  that  the  project 
of  a  Congress  at  Panama  originated,  and  with 
a  change  of  destiny  in  him  the  project  may  die. 
Why  not  wait  for  the  promised  invitation  f 
"Why  not  wait  for  the  result  of  Bolivar's  opera- 
tions against  the  freedom  of  his  country? 
Why  this  haste,  after  so  much  delay?  Sir,  I 
see  nothing  bnt  waste  and  folly  in  this  mission. 
Every  step  is  a  new  expense.  Not  less  than 
four  outfits  of  $9,000  each  to  he  paid,  and,  as 
Mr.  Poinsett  vacates  hia  present  appointment 
to  receive  another,  he,  or  his  successor,  will 
be  entitled  to  another  on  repfuring  to  Mexico. 
I  trust  that  some  friend  of  the  Frocddent  will 
be  able  to  show  that  there  is  some  object  in 
this  expenditure  of  $100,000.  I  oaU  upon 
Ihem  to  show  how  the  people  are  benefited  by 
it  to  the  amount  of  one  cent. 

Mr.  Brknt  said  he  had  risen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Carson.)  That  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  Government  had  been  at  ithe 
expense  of  fitting  out  a  public  vessel  to  carry 
out  Mr.  Sergeant  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  the 
cost  of  this  expedition  oonld  not  be  less  than 
from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars.  Now, 
if  the  gentleman  wonld  take  the  trouble  of 
looking  at  the  documents  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, he  would  see  that  no  Tessel  was  fitted 
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out  for  this  purpose.  The  vessel  employed  was 
already  in  the  service ;  her  cruising  ground 
was  in  tliose  seas ;  and  all  that  was  done  was 
to  require  the  commander  to  tonoh  at  Yen 
Cniz,  and  land  the  Minister. 

[Mr.  Cabson  admitted  that  he  m^M  hsn 
been  incorrect  as  to  the  porticulua  of  this 
subject.  It  would  he  remembered  that  he  had 
expressly  said,  his  informatitm  respecting  it 
was  derived  from  others.] 

Mr.  Bbent  went  on  to  state,  tiiat  the  genUo- 
man  was  inoorrect  in  another  respect.  He  had 
Bud  that  he  considered  it  necessary  to  state  to 
the  people  the  great  expenses  to  which  the 
President  had  rnn  the  nation  by  not  sending 
the  Ministers  in  proper  time  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama.  The  gentleman  ought  to  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  the  persevering  opposition  of 
himself  and  othna  who  acted  with  him,  that 
was  the  oanse  of  this  delay.  They  had  tram- 
melled the  Present,  and  had  kept  on  owodng 
and  discussing  tiie  measure,  until  lengu 
the  Congress  of  Panama  hu  adjourned.  It 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Tacubaya,  and  to  what 
place  oonld  the  AGnisters  have  been  sent, 
sooner  than  the  President  did  send  themt 
The  fault  must  rest  with  the  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  if  the  country  suffered  any  injuiy  from 
the  delay.  It  could  not  be  diarged  on  the  Ad- 
ministration. As  applied  to  them,  the  gentleman 
himself  could  not  but  know  that  the  accusation 
was  unfounded,  and  this  the  nation  knew  also. 

Mr.  Buboes  said  he  did  not  often  call  on  the 
patience  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped,  therefor^ 
they  wonld  the  more  readily  give  him  thdir 
attention.  I  will  not  long  dewn  yon,  sir,  (si^ 
Mr.  B.,)  for  our  time  is  too  important  to  be  con- 
sumed  in  protracted  debate.  The  question 
before  the  Honse  is.  Shall  the  blank  in  this  bill 
of  appropriation  be  filled  with  nine  thousand 
dollars?  The  object  of  placing  this  monOT  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Prendent,  is,  to  enable  him 
to  compensate  Mr.  Poinsett^  now  Minister  re- 
siding at  Mexico,  for  new  expenditure  in  the 
new  services  allotted  to  him,  as  Minister  to  the 
Congress  of  American  nations  about  to  assem- 
ble at  Tacubaya.  Ue  will  continue  to  hold  hia 
station  of  Minibiier  Plenipotentiary  at  Mexico, 
and  perform  the  daties  of  Ambaaaador  to  this 
Congress,  in  addition  to  those  of  that  station. 
He  fills  a  place  made  vacant  by  a  Providential 
dispensation,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Anderson^ 
late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  <^  this  natim  to 
the  Bepublio  of  Colombia,  and  Dipltnnatio 
Minister  from  these  United  States  to  this  same 
Congress  of  Panama.  Mr.  Sergeant  is  col- 
teagne  with  him  in  this  important  mission.. 
Tliia  lost  gentleman  receives  an  outfit  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  with  a  like  sum  for  his  per 
annum  salary.  Mr.  Anderson  had  the  same  outfit 
and  the  same  salary;  for,  although  he  lost  his  life 
before  the  close  of  tiie  year,  yet  It  is  presumed 
that  as  he  had  entered  on  his  mission,  and  died 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  these  soma 
will  be  p^d  to  his  fiunily.  The  Secretary  of 
Legation,  Mr.  Bodhester,  has  entered  upon  ser^ 
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Tioe  in  this  miaeion,  and  his  salary  will  be  a 
6hai^e  on  the  appropriation  of  last  year.  The 
honorable  gendeman  from  North  Carolina  has 
objected  to  die  filling  this  blank  with  this  or 
■nj  other  sum,  because  the  mission  is  nseless, 
tud  wiU,  as  it  already  has,  lead  to  a  great  ex- 
penditnre  of  the  people's  money.  This  ques- 
ticHi  is  not  now  before  the  Honse;  for  the 
E»ontive  branch  of  the  QoTemmeDt  deter- 
mined, last  year,  and  the  people  were  highly 
gratified  wiOi  the  determination,  to  send  this 
nUsiinii ;  and  this  Hoose,  in  ^d  that  deter- 
mination, voted  to  i^proprii^  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  this  mission. 
The  only  question  is,  therefore,  has  this  appro- 
priation been  exhausted  t  and  if  it  has  not  can 
tiie  Executive  convert  that  unexpended  balance 
to  the  ftirnishing  Hr.  Poinsett  ?  or  mast  there 
be  a  new  wpropriation  for  this  new  purpose  1 

This  fund  is  already  charged  with  two  outfits 
of  nine  thousand  dollftfs  each ;  two  salaries  of 
like  amount ;  together  with  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  Le^tiun,  two  thousand  dollars; 
kavini;  <Hily  a  snm  equal  to  this  last  item  to 
oover  all  contingent  expenses  of  tMs  mission. 
Theae  expenses  have  been  always  charged  by 
oor  fordgn  ^Onistera;  and  the  G«venmieDt 
have,  from  its  ounmenoement,  always  allowed 
utd  p^d  them.  They  have,  for  each  Hinister, 
amounted  to  about  one  thonsand  five  hundred 
dtdlara  a  year.  TSo  part  of  the  4>proprlatiou 
of  last  year,  therefore,  remains  unexpended. 
For,  althoDgh  thirty  thousand  dollars  are  now 
in  the  treasury,  being  part  of  that  fund,  yet 
the  whole  is  due  to  tuose  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  that  mission.  If^  however,  it  were 
all  there,  it  has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sontb  Carolina,  (Ur.  UcDcms,) 
that  the  Ezeentive  could  not  ^>pl^  it  to  this 
pnipose,  nor  meet  this  new  expouitwe,  wlth- 
Mt  a  new  q^utmriation  for  this  purpose :  for, 
if  no  mmey  can  he  pud  for  any  purobse,  with- 
out an  appropriation  by  law,  moon  less  can 
money,  appropriated  to  ono  purpose,  be,  by  the 
Executive,  diverted  from  that  purpose,  and 
converted  to  another.  The  approprii^n  of 
last  year  was  made  to  cover  the  contingent 
expenditures,  the  outfits,  and  salaries,  of  Ur. 
Sergeant,  Ur.  Anderson,  and  their  Secretary 
of  Legation.  If,  therefore,  Ur.  Poinsett,  the 
new  Ambassador  to  this  Congress,  be  pud  at 
tU,  it  must  be  by  a  new  appropriation. 

Hr.  CA£80>r  rose  again,  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  (Ur.  Bbs^tt.)  He  stud, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  under- 
tak«k  to  owrect  hhn  on  matters  of  &ot,  and 
had  proved  bis  own  want  d  knowledge  in  the 
attempt  He  had  ventured  an  ezense  for  the 
Administrati<m  in  not  sending  ont  the  Panama 
Uission  daring  the  last  summer,  and  attributed 
the  delay  to  the  opposition,  who  had  consumed 
the  time  in  debate.  But  such  was  not  the  fact 
The  Panama  Congress  did  not  meet  until  the 
S2dof  June,  and  the  mission  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Senate  as  early  as  the  middle  of  Uaroh, 
jad  the  appropriations  ware  made  in  .i^wil,  and 


might  have  been  made  earlier,  if  the  time  of  the 
Honse  bad  not  l>een  consumed  by  the  supporters 
of  the  Administration  in  lauding  the  measure, 
and  watting  for  the  Presidents  labored  reply  to 
the  Senate,  which  fell  dead-born  from  his  month. 
There  was  time  enough  for  the  Uiniaters  to 
have  got  to  Panama  at  the  opening  f^tbe  Con- 
gress, and  certainly  before  the  treaties  were 
signed,  which  was  done  late  in  July.  Bat 
they  neither  got  there,  nor  attempted  to  get 
there.  They  never  started.  Thc^  did  not 
know  whether  they  had  time  eDonrii  or  not. 
They  remained  in  this  country,  ana  went  to 
electioneering;  and  it  does  not  beccxne  tiie 
President,  or  his  supporters,  to  say  they  had 
not  time  to  go  there,  when  they  made  no  at- 
tempt to  use  the  time  which  lay  upon  their 
hands.  If  Ur.  Sergeant  had  been  elected  to 
Congress,  and  Ur.  Kocheeter  Governor  of  Kew 
York,  they  would  not  have  gone  at  all :  fco'  tiie 
o£Bces  would  have  been  double  and  incompati- 
blCj  and  to  bold  botii  would  have  been  unoonsti- 
tutionaL  The  fact  of  hdog  candidates,  and  a[ 
waiting  until  the  eleetiona  were  ovw,  and  th«m- 
advea  defeated,  woves  that  they  woud  not  hAve 
gone  if  they  had  oeen  elected;  and  fiuHwr  proves 
that  they  w^ted  for  fhe  elections  to  be  over^ 
and  not  for  tiie  Oppodtion  to  oease  spealdng. 
The  gentlemfttt  A'om  Louisiana  has  nnaertakm 
to  set  me  right  about  the  voyage  t>f  the  Hornet, 
and  the  expense  of  sending  her  to  Vera  Grox 
with  Ur.  Sei^;eaot  Unhappily  for  himself  be 
has  missed  the  facts  in  both  attempts  to  correct 
me.  I  asserted,  that  the  Hornet  went  to  Vera 
Cruz,  nod  returned  to  the  United  States ;  he  al- 
leges, that  she  merely  touched  at  Vera  Gnu  and 
continued  her  voyage  according  to  her  ori^al 
destination.  Such  a  peremptory  atatement  call- 
ed upon  me  for  a  re-examinatioa  of  the  groonds 
of  my  knowledge,  and  I  now  re-affirm  what  I 
first  said.  The  Hornet  did  not  proceed  from 
Vera  Crux  npon  any  other  voyage.  She  re- 
turned direct  to  Norfolk,  having  been  fitted 
out  and  sent  to  sea  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carry- 
ing Ur.  Sei^eant  to  Vera  Cruz,  who  had  been 
previoasly  pud  9,000  dollars  outfit  to  carry 
himself  there,  and  was  under  pay  at  the  rate 
of  9,000  dolh^  per  annum.  The  expense  of  this 
navid  transportation  is  to  me  nnknown.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  undertakes  to  con- 
trovert my  statement  of  it;  but  after  the  proo^ 
of  fallibility  which  he  has  given  in  other  partic- 
ulars, it  is  not  for  me  to  yield  any  thing  to  him 
in  this  instance.  Uy  statement  is  bottomed 
upon  the  opinions  of  naval  men,  and  old  mem- 
bers, who  believed  tiiat  an  expense  of  from 
$8a000  to  160,000  must  have  b<Nn  incurred  in 
sending  the  Hornet  apon  this  service.  I  retnni, 
then,  to  my  first  aaeertioo,  that  tlus  abortive 
misHon  has  cost  the  United  States  neariy  10(1- 

000  dollars,  and  cannot  bring  them  one  oentv 
worth  of  benefit  in  return  1  And  ami  tobeoon- 
trBd!<^forteIlingthepeoiJetbesethingst  Am 

1  to  be  denounced  for  exposing  to  their  view 
such  a  profiigate  waste  of  their  money  ?  Am  I  to 
he  called  a  "  factiona  oppositioniBt"  becanae  I 
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vill  not  vote  these  enormoaBBDms?  I  have  read 
moh  denaneiatiooa,  and  I  despise  thnn.  They 
will  not  prevent  me  from  doing  my  duty ;  thej 
will  not  prevent  me  from  lotting  into  the  meaa- 
nreaof  uie  Administration;  thejr  viU  not  pre- 
vent me  Ihmi  holding  up  to  the  indignatitm  of 
the  people  a  v^Of  fantastic,  ridictdooa,  and 
ijboruve  missioR,  which  has  cost  them  one  hun- 
dred thOQsand  dollars  t 

Mr.  Bbent  said  he  vaa  winy  any  mismtder- 
standiog  should  have  oconn-ed  as  to  facts.  The 
gentlem.in  mnst  have  misunderstood  him:  for 
he  wonid  not  suppose  he  wished  to  misrepresent 
him.  He  hiid  not  stated  that  the  Congress  of 
Panama  had  odjonrned  during  the  period  of  the 
discussion  in  this  house,  but  only  that  the  dis- 
cussion had  produced  a  delay  which  prevented 
oar  Uinistcrj  from  attending  that  Congress. 
The  Cod  gross  at  Panama  adjourned  to  Tacabava 
during  tiie  Snmmer.  The  Execntive  already 
knew  that  it  was  ao  to  a^um  when  the  MU 
passed  this  Hooae  providing  for  the  mission. 
As  to  the  Humet,  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  would  show  that  that  vessel  was 
already  in  commission  and  under  cruizing  or- 
ders. 

Mr.  Dwionr  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  making  the  report  of  an  outfit 
for  the  Minister  to  Tacnbayn,  had  been  govern- 
ed by  no  other  coosideratioas  ttian  those  of  the 
duty  they  owed  the  country  in  sapportlng  its 
important  diptomntio  relations  abroad^  and  this 
implied  on  obligation  on  their  part  to  the  House, 
to  explain  the  necessity  of  the  intended  ap- 
propriaUon,  and  Uie  consequenoee^  should  the 
ajjpropriaticm  he  rofiued  to  that  mission,  which 
hta  so  recently  recdved  the  sanction  ot  the 
other  braodi  of  the  Legishiture. 

It  was  a  mistake  in  gentlemen  to  suppose 
Qiatthe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  felt  any 
other  anxiety  on  the  subject  than  that  which 
resulted  from  a  desire  to  fUlSl  its  own  duty  in 
presenting  the  question  to  the  House.  When 
they  had  presented  to  the  House  the  informa- 
tion npoQ  which  it  was  required  to  act,  they 
had  done  all  that  could  be  required  of  them, 
and  tiie  action  of  the  House  upon  that  informa- 
tion would,  and  ought  to  be,  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  them.  Ho  would  observe,  however, 
that  at  the  time  tiie  specific  sum  now  in  the  bill 
was  recommended  by  the  committee  as  an  out- 
fit to  tiie  Hiniater  to  Tacubaya,  neither  the 
committee  nor  the  House  could  have  known 
that  tiie  gentieman  who  then  represented  this 
cottotoy  at  the  court  of  Mexico  would  be  re- 
quired to  represent  it  also  at  the  Congress  of 
Tacubaya.  The  President  had  thought  pr«>er 
to  nominate  that  gentleman;  the  Senate  had 
confirmed  the  nomination;  and,  so  far  from 
this  being  bad  economy,  as  some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose,  it  was  apparent  that  if  any 
gentleman  now  in  the  country  had  been  nomi- 
nated, we  should  be  called  upon  to  appropriate 
for  this  object  18j000  dollars,  instead  of  the 
outfit  proposed.  The  present  ^nister  could 
only  reo^ve  one  year's  salary  for  his  servioefl 


on  both  the  missions,  whereas  any  other  per- 
son would  have  been  entitied  to  a  salary  and 
an  outfit.  Gentlemen,  then,  he  was  persmided, 
would  see  in  the  prqxMod  arrangement,  tii» 
jnst  regard  to  a  wise  and  frugal  expenditure  of 
the  publio  money,  which  some  had  u^Jostlj 
suggested  the  absence  ot 

In  reference  to  the  unexpended  appropriatioa 
of  last  year,  he  insisted  that  gentiemen  who 
had  alluded  to  that,  as  a  fund  out  of  which  the 
present  outfit  could  be  taken,  were  entirely  mis- 
taken, both  as  to  the  balance  of  the  fund  itself 
and  the  operation  of  law  in  regard  to  that  fond. 
It  was  true  that  forty  thousand  dollars  had 
been  appropriated  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
mission  to  Panama,  and  that  the  Congress  at 
Tacubaya  was  but  an  a^oumed  meeting  of  the 
lUnisters  to  the  former  one. 

But  gentlemen  could,  for  themselves,  oonsutt 
the  provirions  of  the  appropriating  act  of  183^ 
and  th^  woidd  see  that  the  sum  werdn  m>ro- 
priated,  was  set  apart  to  the  particular  oqfeots 
eanmerated  in  the  act  There  were  two  out- 
fits  ond  two  sahuies,  each  of  |0,OO(^  making 

^6,000 

SalaiT  of  Secretary,  -  -  -  -  St,000 
Contmgent  sum,      -      •  -      -  2,000 

Making  |40,000 

Now,  if  it  should  appear  that  no  outfit  re- 
mained of  that  appropriation,  out  of  which  the 
present  sum  could  t>e  paid,  gentlemen  must  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  tike  present  appropriation, 
or  be  reduced  to  the  necesnty  of  denying  alto- 
gether the  expedienoy  of  giving  to  Mr.  Poinsett 
any  additional  cwnpensation  for  tiie  new  and 
arduous  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  ad^- 
tional  mis^n.  Does  any  outfit  remiun  of  that 
Impropriation,  he  would  ask  t  An  outfit  and 
salary  had  been  paid  to  Mr.  Sei^cant ;  and  un- 
less gentiemen  would  be  guilty  of  refusing  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  or  his  heirs,  just  compensation 
for  his  efibrts  to  make  the  journey  from  Colom- 
bia to  Panama,  in  which  he  sacrificed  his  for- 
tune, his  health,  and  finally  his  life,  they  can- 
not pretend  there  is  any  thing  left  of  that  ap- 
propriation out  of  which  this  outfit  can  be  paid, 
lie  need  not  remind  ^ntlemen  that  the  law 
forbids  money  appropnated  to  one  object  to  be 
diverted  to  another.  This  was  a  salutary 
ci^le ;  KoA  if  any  thing  remained  of  the  appro- 
priation alluded  to,  it  would  pass  to  the  siuplns 
fbnd.  If  any  thing  does  remwn,  it  must  be  a 
part  of  that  which  was  appropriated  for  a  sal- 
ary, and  cannot  now  be  taken  for  an  outfit. 
He  assumed  that  Mr.  Anderson  was  paid  his 
outfit ;  if  not,  it  can  make  no  difference,  as  he 
was  unquestionably  entitled  to  it,  and  it  may 
be  claimed  by  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

Mr.  WiuiAUS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
never  was  in  the  habit  of  opposing  appropria- 
tions which  he  conudered  necessary  to  the  due 
administration  of  publio  a£birs ;  but  he  co^d 
not  consider  the  present  as  such  on  appropri»- 
tioa.  Could  it  be  tint  Taoob^ra,  at  only  tfareft 
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leogaes  distant  from  tlie  andent  Oily  of  ICezi- 
00,  was  situated  in  a  nev  country  ?  Gould  it 
possibly  be  necessary  to  provide  nine  thousand 
dollars  to  meet  the  expense  of  travelling  nine 
miles  t  To  him  it  appeared  wholly  uiineces- 
aary ;  and  believing  this,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
appropriation. 

Jfr.  Blaue  s^d,  that  the  real  question  before 
the  House  was,  were  we  now  satisfied  that  such 
hardships  existed  in  Hr.  Poinsett's  case  as  to 
justify  tne  indirect  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  in  the  year  1810,  so  far  as  it  operates 
against  allowing  to  him  on  outfit!  It  wHI  1>6 
recolleoted  that  that  aot  only  allows  to  A  Kin- 
Istw  an  outfit  "  npon  his  going  from  the  United 
States  to  a  foreign  oonntr^,"  in  that  character. 
l£r.  Poinsett  is  not  going  mim  the  United  States 
to  a  foreign  country,  and  cannot  l^ally  receive 
an  outfit,  whilst  that  act  of  Congress  remains 
in  foroe.  I  have  been  led  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  Mr.  Poinsett  will  be  placed 
on  his  assuming  the  new  station  conferred  on 
him,  as  well  as  the  expenses  incident  to  that 
change ;  and  I  can  see  nothing  that  would  jus- 
tify excepting  his  case  from  the  general  opera- 
tion of  the  act  in  question.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
would  inquire  what  gave  rise  to  the  authority 
of  allowing  to  a  Minister  an  ontfiti  Surely,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  upon  his  travel  to  the 
foreign  court  Can  it,  then,  be  seriously  said, 
tiiat  the  some  consideration  should  be  paid  to 
"Mr.  Poinsett  for  travelling  ten  miles,  that  ^ou 
pay  to  other  Ministers  who  leave  the  United 
States,  and  ore  subjected  to  the  expense  of 
travelling  thousands?  That  would  level  all 
distinction  between  the  different  services  as 
well  as  the  expenses  of  our  diplomatic  agents. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  Uie  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeauB, 
asks,  if  we  do  not  wisli  to  fiimi^  our  Ministers 
with  the  means  of  presenting  themselves  with 
becoming  dignity  at  foreign  courts?  I  answer 
for  one  that  I  do ;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  do  indi- 
nctly  what  I  would  not  do  directly  and  t^ienly, 
or  take  from  the  1>easnry  by  stealui,  and  odd  to 
their .  salaries  under  a  difitwent  name.  If  the 
salary  is  too  low  to  Justify  our  Ministers  appear- 
ing at  foreign  courts  with  becoming  d^ity, 
the  fair  course  of  le^lation  would  be  to  amend 
the  general  law  which  governs  that  salary,  and 
not  attempt  in  au  appropriation  biU,  to  make 
an  exception  in  favor  of  any  individual  If 
gentlemen  who  compltdn  of  the  inadequacy  of 
uie  salary  will  propose  a  general  remedy,  and 
satisfy  him  of  the  propriety  of  it,  he  would  go 
with  them,  as  he  was  entirely  willing  to  allow 
the  necessary  compensation  to  all  publio  offi- 
cers ^  but  he  would  not  consent  to  repeal  the 
proTuions  of  the  act  of  Ocmgress  in  so  Indirect 
a  manner  as  that  now  oraitemplated.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  DwioHT,)  who  is  a  member  of  the  same 
committee,  Uiat  the  Executive  Government  has 
construed  the  act  of  1810,  so  as  to  allow  an  out- 
fit to  a  Minister,  as  well  up<»i  his  removal  from 
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one  court  to  anotiier,  as  "  upon  his  going  from 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country,"  and 
has  called  upon  this  House  to  sanction  that 
construction.  I  answer  the  gentleman,  tliat  I 
cannot  adopt  that  construction,  because  I  bo> 
lieve  it  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  plain, 
positive  language  of  the  law,  than  which  none 
could  be  more  clear.  Mr.  B.  said  ^at  very 
much  had  been  said  respecting  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Hr.  Adams,  when  acting  as 
foreign  Ministers,  all  of  which  he  believed  to 
be  without  the  scope  of  tiie  present  inquity ; 
and  if  they  proved  any  tMng  more  than  the 
abnses  which  had  crept  in  under  the  custom, 
of  which  mention  had  been  made— «ustom 
founded  upon  "Executive  construction  "—ha 
was  inc^able  of  seeing  it.  The  allowance  of 
Mr.  John  A.  King's  account,  as  Charg^,  had 
also  been  mentioned  as  another  instance  <tf 
"  Executive  construction  "  in  the  payment  tii 
outfit.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  these  examples 
can  furnish  no  light  in  deciding  upon  the  pres- 
ent question,  I  pass  them  over  with  the  remark, 
that,  as  to  the  account  of  Mr.  King,  I  will  no- 
tice it  at  a  more  convenient  season.  Mr.  B. 
said  that  he  wished  it  distinctly  understood 
that  ho  did  not  vote  against  the  ]>resent  propo- 
sition to  allow  to  Mr.  Poinsett  an  outfit  of  nme 
thousand  dollars,  on  the  ground  SQ^^gested  by 
some  gentlemen  who  had  partook  m  this  dis- 
cussion— that  of  there  being  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  year,  to 
which  the  President  bad  the  right  to  resort,  if 
he  chose  to  pay  Mr.  Poinsett  the  outfit  of  a 
Minister ;  but  because  he  did  not  believe  him 
entitied  to  it,  from  the  very  inconsiderable  dis- 
tance to  be  travelled  by  him.  Mr.  B.  sud  that 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  proposed  amendment 
on  another  ground,  namely,  that  it  was  avowed 
as  an  increase  of  salary  when,  to  render  it  the 
more  palatable,  it  was  called  outfit;  and  be- 
cause he  was  unwilling  to  pay  any  officer  oi 
this  Oovemment  one  thousand  dollars  per  mile 
for  travelling. 

Mr.  rose  to  call  the  attentim  of  the 

House  to  the  <nigin  of  this  appropriation.  What 
was  the  language  held  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Panama  Ki^on,  whm  that  measure  was  first 
introduced )  They  told  us  that  the  eziwnse  at- 
tending it  would  be  of  but  short  duration,  and 
that  all  that  w%s  valuable  would  be  the  result. 
The  child  was  not  to  live  more  than  six  months, 
and  was  then  to  be  hurried  to  the  ^ve.  But 
now  a  year  has  elapsed,  and  the  child  is  f^^ain 
to  be  washed  and  swaddled,  at  an  expense  of 
nine  thousand  dollars.  What  do  they  tell  us 
now  ?  Oh,  it  becomes  a  great  nation  to  sup- 
port its  dignity.  And  is  it  come  to  this?  Will 
you,  even  in  the  green  tree,  show  your  great- 
ness by  pride  and  eztravaganoe  t  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  this  House  has  notiiing  man  to  do 
than  to  redster  the  acta  erf*  the  Executive!  The 
President  has  willed;  the  Senate  have  respond- 
ed ;  and  I  am  told  that  therefore  the  purse  of 
tiio  natim  is  to  be  open  ?  He  called  uptm  gen- 
tiemen  to  pause  belbre  they  went  on  to  strike 
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■t  the  T«i7  finmdatifm  of  repablican  principles. 
For  his  own  part  he  never  believed  in  this  mis- 
sion :  he  never  believed  that  oaj  good  wonld 
come  out  of  it :  he  never  had  believed  that  the 
country  was  to  ascend  to  heaven  by  sendias 
Ifiaisters  to  Panama;  he  never  had  believed 
that  we  should  be  put  at  the  head  of  that  as- 
sembly ;  it  now  appeared  that  we  were  rather 
at  the  tul. 

Government  hod  heard  that  invitations  were 
to  be  sent  to  neutral  powers;  bnt  thejr  had 
gone  on  appointing  and  sending  Ministers, 
without  waittog  to  receive  any  invitation. 
The  advocates  of  Monarchy,  however,  wonld 
maiatoin  that  these  Hinistera  were  to  be  fhr- 
nished  in  the  most  profuse  manner.  They 
would  meet  the  servants  of  gnat  monarchs ; 
and  they  would  say  to  tbem,  my  master  knows 
his  duty,  and  furnishes  me  a<»ordiDgIy.  For 
his  part,  he  still  hoped  there  were  some  few 
remains  of  old-fashioned  economy;  and  tliat 
onr  Hiniaters  would  appear  as  became  the  Min- 
isters of  a  plain  Republic.  The  deputation  ma- 
nia seems  to  have  seized  the  nation — the  diplo- 
matic corps  kept  on  increa^ng,  and  though 
some  of  them,  when  they  left  the  shorcjfrof  this 
country,  might  he  pure  in  principles,  and  plain 
in  habits  and  manners,  they  soon  became  cor- 
rupted, and  camo  back  enamoured  with  what 
they  had  seen  in  the  courts  of  monarchs.  Keed 
he  tdl  an^  who  heard  him,  that  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  went  away  from  this  country 
a  repoblican  in  principles  and  habits ;  bnt  while 
remaining  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  had  be- 
came so  enamoured  that  he  declared  tho  mo- 
narchical Uoveniment  of  that  country  was  the 
most  stupendous  fabric  of  human  invention; 
and  if  any  man  would  now  go  to  the  President's 
house,  and  look  at  the  ^ondeur  of  the  furni- 
ture, and  the  luxury  which  appeared  on  every 
side,  lie  would  see  tlie  effects  of  a  residence  at 
foreicn  courts.  The  question  was  then  taken 
on  filling  the  bUnk  in  the  bill  with  9,000  dol- 
lars, and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  46  to  119,  as  follows : 

TtAS.~3fe8srs.  BiUlcy,  Biujger,  Bartlett,  Barney, 
Brent,  Burccfi,  Casscdy,  CookfCroimiusIueid,  Davis, 
Dorsay^Dwight,  Edwards  of  FennsjrlTania,  Everett, 
Ouriey,  Hamek,  IngetsoU,  Jennings,  Eittcra,  La- 
tbrop,  Locke,  Hartindale,  MaUocks,  HcDuffle,  Mer- 
cer, Miner,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Pcarce,  Reed,  Sands, 
SiH,  Sprague,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tondinson,  Tuck- 
er of  New  Jersey,  Vance,  Vamum,  Ttnton,  Whipple, 
White,  Wood  of  New  York,  Woods  of  Ohio— 45. 

Nats. — ^Uesm.  Addams  of  PcnnsylTania,  Alexan* 
der  of  Virginia,  Alexander  of  Tenoeasee,  AUea  of 
Ihss.,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Armatrong, 
Ashley,  Baldwin,  Bartlcy,  Bu4>er  of  Oonn.,  Barbour 
of  Virginia,  Barrlnger,  Bassett,  Baylies,  Blair,  Boon, 
Bradley,  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cainpbcl1,Car- 
■on,  C^ry,  Claiborne,  Clarke,  Cooke,  Conner,  Crump, 
Davenporr,  Dcltz,  Edwards  of  North  Caroliua,  Estill, 
Fiodby  of  Pennsylvania,  Flndlay  of  Ohio,  ForSTth, 
Forward,  Fosdick,  Oomsey,  Oanisbn,  Qovan,  Har^ 
lb,  Hnvey,  Hadmmek,  Hayden,  Henry,  Hinea,  Bo- 
bart,  Honman,  Htdmes,  Honstcui,  Hngunln,  Ham- 
|lin]r,ZiiSliaBi,  iHcki^  Johnaon  of  ITew  loik,  John*, 
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son  of  Vii^nia,  Kidder,  Krebs,  Krenier,  Lawrence, 
Leconpte,  Letcher,  LitUe,  Lotig,  Marabte,  Morketl, 
Marklcy,  Marvin  of  New  York,  McCoy,  McHatton 
lIcKean,  McKec,  Uerriwetber,  Mervin  of  Conneo- 
ticut,  Metcalfe,  Miller  of  Pennsylvania,  James  S. 
Mitchell,  John  Mitchell,  UitcbeU  of  UaryUmd,  Mitch- 
ell, of  Tennessee,  Moore  of  Eeotncky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Orr,  Owen,  Peter,  Phelpe,  Humer,  Polk,  Pow- 
ell, Riidey,  Rtves,  Ross,  Saunders,  Sawyer,  Scott, 
SlunnoD,  ^one,  Stevenson  of  Pennsylvania,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor  of  Virrinia,  Test,  Thompson  of  Oeo.» 
Thompson  of  Ohio,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Van 
Bom,  Verplanck,  Wales,  Ward,  Weems,  Wbitte- 
more,  Wbittleaer,  WickliSe,  WilUam^  WUsim  of 
South  Carolina,  Wolf;  Young— 119. 

8o  the  Honse  refused  the  appropriaUon  of 
9,000  dollars  for  an  outfit  for  Mr.  PonrsBrr  as 
Minister  to  Tacnbi^a. 

Mr.  BucnANAX  ud  Mr.  Cook  then  both  rose 
to  d^m  tho  floor.  Mr.  Oooe  obtained  it,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  Maok  fbr  thia  outfit,  witU 
$4,600. 

On  this  qnestion,  Mr.  Kbuob  demanded  the 
yeas  and  oays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them,  (a^es  S6,  noes  100,)  a  snffi<dent  number 
not  requiring  them. 

Mr.  FoRSTrn  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  require  this  sum  to  bo  paid  ou^ 
of  the  nppropriauon  made  for  tiua  misuon  last 
year. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  MesvsL  Dwioht 
and  MoDcFFiE,  and  negatived. 

The  quesUon  was  then  taken  on  the  moUon 
of  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried — ayes  98,  noes  48. 

So  tho  blank  was  filled  with  4,600  dollars. 

The  bill  was  then  ordraed  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.* 

FKm^T,  February  18. 
ChkniMoHan  'SoeiUy. 

ISx.  Cumn  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gent 
end  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentudcy,  i^ipro- 
batory  of  the  association  called  "  the  Amnioan 
Colonization  Society,"  and  reqnesting  the  repi 
rescntation  of  that  State  in  Congress  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  fhcQitate  the  removd  of 
such  free  people  of  color  as  may  desire  to  emi-r 
grate  to  the  Colony  in  Africa,  and  to  ensure  to 
them  tho  protection  and  patronage  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Owen  objected  to  these  resolntions  being 
received,  on  Uie  ground  that  the  resolutions 
were  not  addressed  to  Congress,  but  to  the 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
They  were,  in  this  respect,  private  papers,  with 
which  Congress  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  Spe&er  said,  that,  had  these  resolntions 
refbrred  to  a  subject  not  previouslT  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  fivm 
Kentucky  must  have  introduced  them  by  a  res- 
olution of  his  own ;  but  the  subject  was  already 
before  the  House,  and  had  been  referred  to  a 

*  ThIa  pK^Kiaed  mlisloB  to  Taenbqra,  like  that  to  Pa&ama, 
of  whlchft  wastota  tlMflbiitlBBatloii,pnMr«dabortln:  Uw 
MBpvM  natfaMMl  dspatlts  to  lAlA  U  was  to  (o^  Mvar 
■Mb 
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committee.  When  this  waa  the  case,  it  had 
lieea  the  settled  practice  of  the  Hoose  to  admit 
mch  resolations  from  public  bodies  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  to  submit  them  to  committees. 

After  a  few  words  of  reply  from  Mr.  Owro, 
the  question  was  put  on  the  reference,  when 
the  ayes  were  84,  noes  21. 

A  quoram  not  having  voted,  the  question 
vas  about  to  be  again  talen ;  when 

Hx.  OuBKX  d^cbnded  the  propriety  of  the 
reference,  contending  that  there  waa  no  differ- 
ence between  the  present  case  and  others  in 
trhich  nmilar  resolutions  had  been  laid  before 
the  House.  He  contended  that  the  respect  doe 
to  a  sovereign  State  demanded  that  its  resolu- 
tion should  at  least  be  heard,  and  be  seat  to  a 
committ^  having  the  general  sulyect  of  them 
imder  its  care. 

Ur.  Owen  replied,  and  insisted  on  the  consid- 
eration which  he  had  before  ui^ged,  that  there 
•was  nothing  in  these  resolutions  which  directed 
them  to  this  House^  or  presented  to  it  any  sub- 
ject of  legislation.  For  the  House  to  act  when 
tt  was  not  called  vpoa.  would,  in  bia  mnnion, 
be  a  disrespectfiil  interlerenee  between  tficLeg- 
idatnre  of  a  State  and  her  Bepresentatives.  It 
was  not  bis  intentton  to  express  any  opini<»k  on 
the  subject-matter    these  resolutions. 

Hr.  LiTTUt  advocated  the  reception  of  these 
reaolntions.  He  had  himself  presented  a  reso- 
latioQ  of  the  Lendature  of  Haryland,  which, 
though  not  direcuy  addressed  to  Congress,  hod 
nevertheless  been  received,  and  referred  to  a 
committee.  He  thought  that  a  deliberate  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  any  public  body, 
en>ecially  one  so  respectable  as  the  Legidature 
of^a  State,  on  a  subject  under  consideration  by 
the  House,  ought  to  be  treated  with  respect, 
and  that  to  refuse  its  nceptionf  would  indicate 
a  vant  of  respect  fox  the  soorce  from  whence 
it  proceeded. 

Ur.  tfcLAinc,  of  Delaware,  sdd,  that  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  not  press 
his  objection.  The  coarse  in  these  cases  has 
been  safficienUy  settied,  by  the  acquiescence 
d  the  House.  As  cme  example,  he  referred  to 
the  famous  Missouri  oQestion,  on  which  oc- 
casion, resolutions  had  t>een  received,  not  only 
from  State  Le^slatures,  but  from  other  public 
bodies,  expressive  of  their  opinions  m  that 
Oontroveray. 

The  question  was  then  token  on  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution,  and  carried  without  a 
^vision. 

Mr.  MoLahx,  of  Delaware  presented  resoln- 
tions  entered  into  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  <tf  rimilar  import  to 
those  presented  by  ]&.  Ounn ;  which  were 
rdbrred  to  the  same  committee  as  the  others 
were  referred  to. 

Georgia  Militia  Claim. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Babtlktt  in  the  chair,  on  the 
Kilitary  Ai^ropriation  Bill;  and  the  question 
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being  on  the  following  f""«w^'ng*tf|  nored  yes 

terdoy  by  Mr.  Vanob  : 

"For  the  setUemeDt  of  the  elttms  of  the  nSith 
of  Georgia,  for  senricet  rendered  during  tbe  yekii 
1792,  '3,  and  *4,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  of  Coostuit 
Freemu),  and  to  be  paid  uoder  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  hundred  and  twenty-niae 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-^ve  dolkn 
and  sixty-six  cents : 

[A,  debate  took  place  on  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment,  in  which  Meesrs.  Claike,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Bntgea,  McCoy,  WOUains,  Hayne^  and  Dwi|^t  took 
part] 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 


HxatstkYt  FebmaiT  10. 

Ctmal  around  the  MiueU  ShoaU. 
Mr.  MooBX,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  f(d- 
lowing: 

Readvtd,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Roads  and  Cs* 
nab  be  iaatmcted  to  Inquire  into  Uie  ezpedleney  of 
authorizing  »  survey  and  esanrination  oftheHudi 
Biada,ln  the  TsDoessee  Biver,  with  a  view  to  tke 
location  of  a  Canal. 

Mr.  Moosa  said,  in  offering  this  resoIntI(»i, 
he  would  ask  tbe  indulgence  of  the  House  fw 
a  single  moment  only,  whilst  he  attempted  to 
recommend  the  subject  of  this  resolution  to 
their  fevorable  consideration.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
at  the  point  contempl^ed,  (said  he,)  will  b« 
deemed  an  object  of  the  very  last  in^rtance, 
not  only  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  likewise 
to  those  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Misds- 
sippi,  Louisiana,  and  the  western  partofTi^ 
ginuk  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  tba 
law  of  1824,  authoriong  the  President  to  [ho- 
cure  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates  npoo 
tiie  subject  of  roads  and  canals^  the  delegatfons 
of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Ala- 
bama addressed  a  joint  communication  te  Mr. 
Monroe  relative  to  the  Importance  of  this  im- 
provement in  a  national  point  of  view.  They 
received  a  re^y  from  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  thea 
Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  President  was 
fblly  impressed  with  ita  importance,  and  that 
he  viewed  this  as  justly  belonging  to  the  first 
dass  of  objecta  to  which  the  attention  could  be 
directed,  in  the  execution  of  the  law  to  which 
I  have  referred.  At  each  subsequent  ses^ 
of  Congress,  1  have  urged  the  oonuderation  a 
this  snc^ect  upon  the  attention  of  the  preso^ 
Secretaiy  of  War.  I  presume  that  objeda  ef 
greater  magnitude  have  heretofore  dauned  Ui 
considerationf  but  we  hope  the  time  has  now 
arrived,  when  this  subject  will  engage  the  at- 
tention of  that  Department.  The  State  of  Ala- 
bama, it  is  true,  is  among  the  youngest  sisters 
received  into  the  Federal  family,  but  we  hope 
none  the  less  respectable,  nor  are  herle^timi^s 
claims  upon  tiie  General  Government  to  be 
postponed  or  altcwetber  defeated  upon  this  ac- 
oonatj  and  I  would  fondly  hope^  that  OS  frmn  this 
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oircmnstanoe,  her  own  resonroM  mnsC  be  more 
limited,  her  claim  upon  this  Govenuieiit,  for 
her  panntal  md  hemga  aid  in  tiie  prosecaUmi 
of  this  work,  would  be  strengthened  and  rap- 
ported.  This  may  Jastly  be  said  to  be  an  oo- 
Ject  parelj  national  in  its  character,  and  within 
the  contempl^ion  of  the  law  whidi  has  been 
the  basis  of  the  system  of  Internal  Improvement 
which  has  been  prosecuted.  From  information 
which  can  be  relied  upon,  I  am  authorized  to 
state,  that  from  fifly  to  fifty-five  thoosand  bales 
Vl  cotton  descend  the  Tennessee,  through  the 
Hosde  Shoals,  annn^y,  and  that  the  cost  of 
tran^rtatton,  the  distance  of  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  miles  only,  is  frequently  fifty  cents 
per  bale.  Thus,  it  seems  tut  the  dtLuns  oi 
this  seBtkm  of  ooantry  pay  the  emmnons  tax 
of  more  than  twenty-sevui  thousand  d<^lan, 
tm  ihe  transportation  of  tiieir  product  the  tri- 
fling distanee  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles,  to 
■ay  nothing  of  the  risk  in  damage  and  total 
loss  which  frequently  oocuts  1^^  boats  bdng 
Btove, 

'VxDinsDAT,  Febmory  21. 
Territorial  Gotemon. 
Ur.  OovwAT  Delef^te  from  Arkansas,  sub- 
mitted for  consideration  the  following : 

Btaolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
be  iastrueted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedtency  of  an- 
thori^E  some  competent  persons  to  ^scbarffa  the 
duties  of  QoT^or  and  Secretary  of  the  Arfianiss 
Territory,  in  the  absence  of  tlie  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary of  said  Territory,  wlio  are  alone  aathotized, 
bj  existing  laws,  to  perfonn  siJd  daties, 

Mr.  OoNWAT  remarked,  that  it  was  entirely 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constitaents,  that 
he  offered  the  resolution  which  he- had  jost  snb- 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Last 
Summer  the  President  of  the  United  States 
granted  permission  to  Governor  Izard,  as  be 
had  been  informed,  to  visit  Philadelphia  this 
Winter,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  his  pri- 
Tate  business.  In  October,  he  beUeved  it  was, 
the  Govemmr  left  the  temtory,  and  1^  Hr. 
Crittenden,  the  Secretary,  to  cUachann  Uie  du- 
ties of  the  KKBcntiva  Department  This  morn- 
ing he  had  received  letters  from  the  territory, 
iiwnrming  him  that  the  Secretary  and  acting 
Governor  set  out  on  the  9th  of  January,  for 
this  place,  and  complaining  that  th^  was  no 
one  m  the  country  aothorued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  Secretary  or  Governor.  His  object 
in  offering  the  resolution  before  the  House,  was 
to  bring  the  snbject  before  Congress,  that  a 
law  might  be  passed  to  guard  ag^nst  any  evil 
which  might  grow  out  of  a  similar  state  of 
things  in  future.  It  will  be  recollected,  by  at 
least  some  of  the  members  of  this  Honsie,  that 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  were  both  absent 
in  tho  Winter  of  18SS->24,  and  that  the  Indians 
Availed  themselves  of  that  q)portnnity  to  kill 
several  oitisnw  of  the  Territory.  He  aUnded 
to  l£^ior  Watbome,  and  several  other  persona 
who  were  killed  by  the  Oaage  Indiana,  The 


citisens  in  a  part  of  the  territory,  are  in  »  great 
degree  dependent  up(m  the  mercy  of  the  In^ 
dians,  at  all  times,  fw  their  safety.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  only  persons  who  are  anthorized 
by  law  to  order  out  the  militia  for  purposes  ot 
^fence,  they  are  entirely  so. 

Ur.  C.  said,  that,  eariy  in  December,  he 
heard  of  the  Governor's  departure  from  the  ter- 
ritory, and  in  compliance  with  what  he  then 
conceived  to  be  his  duty,  he  notified  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  &ct;  «id  informed  him 
that  the  commission  of  ^e  Secretary  of  the  ter^ 
ritory  would  expire  early  in  the  Spring,  and 
that,  to  prevent  an  interr^i;nnm  in  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  necessary  to  reappoint  l^m 
in  time  finr  hla  new  commudon  to  reach  hhn» 
before  the  old  one  exinred.  He  was  aooord- 
in^y  re^tpdnted  by  the  Prerident,  and  hit 
commisrion  transmitted  to  htm  by  mail  Li 
November  last,  ICr.  0.  observed,  he  saw  Ifr. 
Clay  in  Philadelphia,  and  learned  from  him,  tha^ 
some  time  in  October,  (I  believe  it  was,)  he  re^ 
ceived  a  letter  from  Hr.  Crittenden  requesting 
permission  to  visit  Wadiington,  and  that  he 
had  granted  the  request ;  but  in  a  few  days  he 
learned  tliat  the  President  had  given  the  Got- 
emor  leave  of  absence,  and  he  then  wrote  to 
Mr.  Crittenden  that  tt  would  be  improper  fw 
the  Governor  and  Secretary  to  be  absent  at  the 
same  time;  and  that  the  pennissiw  to  leave 
the  territory  granted  to  faim  by  hts  former  let- 
ter, was  necMsaiily  countermanded.  It  may 
bc^  that  Hr.  Crittenden  never  reodved  Vr. 
Clay's  second  l^ter,  and  that  he  has  left  the 
territory  under  the  impression  that  he  had  the 
will  of  the  Government  to  do  so.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  all  will  agree  that  It  is  necessary  that 
some  persons  ehoiud  rem^n  in  the  territory  to 
discharge  tiie  duties  of  Governor  and  Secretary, 
and  he  hoped  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
would  immediately  report  a  bill  to  correct  the 
evils  oompliuned  of.  Before  I  At  down,  sdd 
Mr.  C,  I  take  occasion  to  repeat,  that  it  is  enr 
tirely  from  a  sense  of  ^ul^  to  my  constituent^ 
that  I  bring  the  snl^eot  before  the  House.  They 
have  oom^idned  to  me  of  the  absenoe  ot  the 
crfBoarai^polntedtogoTenithMn;  andl  should 
not  perfinm  my  dnfy  here,  if  I  were  to  negleot 
to  omnnmnlcate  their  oompUnta  to  tills  Hottsau 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  d^ 
viskm. 

ICr.  roBSTTH  wished  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  appropriirtion  of  86,710  dollaia 
for  the  African  agency,  and  asked  for  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  appropriation  is  founded. 

Hr.  Cooz  sent  the  estimates  to  the  Chair, 
which  were  then  read. 

yb.  FoaaTTH  asked  if  the  clMm  of  the  Marshal 
(tf  Geo^ia,  wUoh,  as  appeara  by  a  note,  had 
boMi  examined  and  renued,  had  been  re-ex- 
amined uid  foui^  correct. 

Vx.  CooK  said  he  nnderstood  that  this  clidm 
had  been  examined,  and  rednoed  oondder- 
ably. 
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Mr.  FoESTTH  went  into  the  .other  items  of 
the  estimate,  and  wished  some  explanation  as 
to  the  chai^  of  forty  dollars  eadi  for  the 
transportation  of  Africans  to  Liberia.  Others 
can  convey  blacks  for  twenty  dollars;  why 
oannot  wo  send  them  at  as  cheap  a  rate? 
There  is  an  item  for  the  support  of  twenty-eight 
AlHcaDS  at  Liberia.  The  agent  says  they  can 
Bopport  Ihemeelves.  Why,  then,  are  they  to 
be  sopported  by  the  United  States  ?  There  is 
an  appropriaUoa  of  2,800  dollars,  for  an  agent 
and  assistant  agent.  There  is  no  law  authoriz- 
ing these  salaries ;  and  he  wished  to  withhold 
the  salaries,  and  thas  get  rid  of  one  or  both  of 
these  officers.  He  thought  the  sum  was  too 
great  to  be  given  for  taking  care  of  twenty-eight 
persons.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  snb-agent  who 
ilso  roceivee  paymwit  for  superintending  these 
■  Afticona.  Jul  this  is  authorized  only  by  an 
appropriatioQ  of  money,  and  by  no  other  aot 
m  legislation.  He  hoped  it  would  be  cut  down 
to  the  lowest  point.  The  act  of  1819  contem- 
]dated  the  transportation  of  captured  Africans 
to  their  homes.  The  act  contemplated  that 
they  should  be  left  there.  What  has  been  the 
practical  construction!  Only  one  of  these 
persons,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  hod  got  back  to  his  tribe. 
It  is  impossible  to  take  Uicm  back  through  im- 
penetrable forests,  and  over  dangerous  rivers 
and  deserts.  They  became,  then,  part  of  the 
Hesnrado  establishment,  live  at  the  expense, 
and  under  the  protccUon  of  the  United  States. 
This  act  of  1819  has  been  made  the  instrument 
to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  a  socioty  to 
eittabliui  a  colony  at  liberia,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  and  opinions  of  Congress.  It  appears, 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  there  is 
a  colony  of  free  blacks  which  has  sprung  from 
this  origin. 

By  a  contract  with  the  Deportment,  under 
the  act  of  1819,  forty  laborers  were  sent  to 
Africa  to  prepare  for  these  Afiicans.  This 
Btep  was  taken  to  enable  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety to  get  a  foothold  with  the  money  of  the 
United  States.  The  first  colony  was  nnfortn- 
nate.  A  n^;otiation  was  made  by  the  agent, 
jided  an  officer  of  the  Navy.  It  was  a 
negotiation  Uke  all  others  which  are  made 
where  one  par^  is  a  civilized  and  powerful 
nation,  and  Ute  other  a  weak,  miserable^  igno- 
rant, and  wandering  tribe.  Lands  were  pur- 
chased and  occupied.  In  a  subsequent  war, 
hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  have  heca  killed ; 
a  fort  was  erected  by  on  officer  of  the  United 
States,  and  arms  and  ammunition  were  pro- 
vided. The  money  of  the  United  States  was 
then  put  into  the  hands  of  the  agent,  who  held 
the  donble  office  of  Agent  of  tlie  United  States 
and  Agent  of  the  Society ;  and  he  hired  the 
colonists  to  work  for  the  twenty-eight  Afri- 
cans; he  did  not  hire  them  to  eat  for  them, 
although  he  might  have  done  so.  The  next 
■tep  was  to  dedue  war.  In  order  to  put  down 
the  slave  trade ;  and  because  a  piratical  attack 
ms  made  by  a  Spanish  vessel,  some  poor  rick 


Spaniards  on  shore  were  taken  prisonenL  Being 
no  charge  against  them,  they  were  released ; 
and  the  a^ent,  with  great  UbaaUty,  after  taking 
away  their  property,  gave  them  uw  forty-three 
dollars  to  support  themselves,  and  divided  the 
residue  among  the  captors  and  the  nativea. 
The  United  States  is  diarged  with  the  balance 
of  this  infamons  plunder,  about  five  dollara. 
It  is  sfud  those  ^aniards  were  grateful  for  the 
blessings  they  recMved ;  yet  they  attempted  to 
make  their  escape.  They  were  so  insennble 
to  those  blesmngs,  that  they  braved  the  horrors 
of  the  forest  to  escape  from  them.  They  were 
taken  by  slave  factors,  and  sold  to  a  factory. 
The  agent  demanded  them.  The  answer  was, 
that  they  were  purchased.  He  marched  his 
troops  to  the  scene  of  Bction ;  bnt  did  he  take 
and  restore  them  f  No :  If  ne  had  done  bo^ 
there  would  have  been  some  excuse.  He  sub- 
verted the  fbotcny,  and  obtidned  some  thirty 
or  Ibrty  more  fntigUt  for  the  United  States. 
Ue  did  not  stop  there.  Having  exercised  bis 
military  prowess,  he  was  desirous  to  show  his 
prowess  by  capturing  all  establishments.  Not- 
withstanding the  auTteillanee  of  the  colonists 
some  of  these  escaped  and  were  captured,  and 
made  slaves.  But  this  happened  to  t>e  a  strong 
factory ;  and  the  agent  could  not  have  succeed- 
ed here,  but  for  the  aid  of  tAvo  Colombian 
schooners,  (one  commanded  by  Captdn  Chase, 
of  Baltimore.)  A  severe  battle  was  fought, 
and  we  ore  told  of  the  important  services  of 
these  privateers.  Ho  read  on  extract  from  the 
letter  compllmontaiy  to  the  Colombians,  The 
consequences  may  be  conceived.  This  oth» 
establidiment  was  subverted  by  men  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  States ;  and  this  contrary  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Government  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  understood  the  act  precisely 
as  he  (Mr.  F.)  did ;  as  intended  to  transport 
the  Africans  who  are  captured.  Yet  the  ageuL 
after  being  instructed  to  use  all  means  to  send 
these  people  home,  speaks  of  desertitm.  Br. 
Peaco  calls  on  the  Goventment  to  send  oat 
a  military  force,  saying,  that  the  colony  is 
in  danger.  He  read  port  of  the  letter  ci  Dr, 
Peaco. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  ag«it, 
having  by  a  litde  address  and  management 
connected  oursdves  with  this  socie^,  we  most 
now  send  out  a  military  and  naval  force  to 
defend  the  colonists.  He  held  in  his  hand  an 
answer  to  one  of  these  splendid  military 
achievements.  The  agent  has  asked  for  a  re- 
ward for  those  engaged  in  this  trade.  Ho  was 
not  content  with  the  molia  opima  found  on 
the  field  of  battie.  But  this  the  Secretary 
could  not  swallow.  In  reply,  he  stated  wL:^ 
was  the  ol^cct  of  the  act.  It  must  be  obiious, 
from  all  the  documents,  that  the  object  of 
liberating  and  restoring  the  Africans  is  im- 
practicablo.  These  poor  animals  are  r^arded 
with  distrust  by  ereiybody.  Hie  CcAomzotion 
Society  Is  not  oble  to  snmort  them ;  and  if  the 
Govemment  does  not,  they  mnrt  rink.  IsSa 
this  ritnatuu  we  have  brought  them. 


lAberia  Agency, 
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Tbo  reply  of  the  Secretary,  while  it  ceosures 
the  course  of  the  agent,  does  not  impugn  hia 
motives  \  but  saya  S  he  hod  gone  no  ^rther 
than  to  recapture  Africans,  the  Department 
voald  have  sostained  him:  bat  he  did  go 
further,  and  the  Society  is  left  to  answer  &r 
the  coiueqneDces.  The  donble  character  which 
Mr.  Ashman  fills,  is  thas  coaTenient  for  him. 
If  all  is  UoTy  he  is  Agent  of  the  United  States ; 
if  foul  veather  comes,  he  is  the  A^ent  of  the 
Society.  He,  Mr.  F.,  regarded  &e  situation  of 
the  poor  creatures  who  were  sent  to  Mesnrado, 
as  more  lamentable  than  that  of  the  free  blacks 
of  the  United  States.  We  are  told,  in  one  of 
the  official  reports  of  the  colony,  that  every 
oolontet  receives  from  one  dollar  to  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  day.  Native  labor  can  be  obtuned 
for  three  or  four  dollars,  a  month.  The  colo- 
nists got  the  native  labor.  The  liberated  Afri- 
cans are  employed  in  public  labor,  and  get  no 
pay.  They  are  compelled  to  be  satisfied  with 
their  rations,  and  a  little  tobacco.  The  re- 
captured Afncans  are  made  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.  A  letter  from  Dr. 
F«aoo  ia  the  aatiiority  on  which  this  statement 
la  mode. 

He  wished  to  know  on  what  principle  we  are 

Sing  to  send  these  180  Africans  included  in 
e  estimates,  to  he  fodon  palm-oil,  andoassada 
and  tobacco.  But  there  is  an  appropriation  to 
support  these  Africans.  Dr.  Peooo  says,  the 
Africans  who  have  been  there  for  more  than 
a  year,  and  the  colonistB,  support  themselves, 
and  are  not  of  much  expense.  Now,  tlio 
Africans,  for  whom  this  appropriation  is  asked, 
have  been  there  more  tnon  a  year.  It  is  a 
mere  force  to  talk  of  sending  home  these  re- 
c^tured  Africans.  The  committee  must  come 
to  a  decision,  and  cat  the  oonnectioa  with  this 
Golonization  Society,  or  obtain  the  anthority 
of  law.  He  would  be  Justified  in  calling  this  a 
grosa  abuse,  if  notice  had  not  been  given  of 
this  intention.  In  1819,  the  President  had 
thrown  out  this  idea,  and  eaid  he  was  going  to 
legislate  on  the  subject.  He  repelled  the  in- 
fermce  that  all  which  had  been  done  is  l^al, 
because  no  legislation  has  been  made  to  act 
against  it.  He  hoped  General  Gaines  would 
not  be  sent  to  Africa ;  but,  if  necessary  to  send 
any,  he  hoped  it  would  be  done  by  the  agency 
law.  He  thought  we  ought  to  get  rid  of 
the  28  Africans,  if  the  colony  would  not  take 
them  into  its  bosom.  It  wonld  be  better  to 
■end  them  elsewhere,  at  the  pablio  expense. 

Look  at  the  possible  consequences.  Suppose 
^idn,  in  her  wisdom,  dioold  demand  satisfac- 
tion, and  payment  of  her  slaves.  She  has  the 
right.  Can  we  say  this  was  the  act  of  the 
colony,  when  she  can  reply,  it  was  committed 
under  the  sanction  of  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  t  Spain  will  not  enforce  her  chum  on 
ns ;  but  she  may  go  and  take  vengeance  on  the 
colony.  Menaced  by  war,  the  colony  cannot 
•opport  itself.  The  28  AMcans,  and  the  160 
men  to  be  sent,  will  perish,  or  be  again  cap- 
tured. If  th^  are  sohl,  and  carried  into  alav- 


[H.  orH. 

ery,  on  whose  head  will  be  the  responsibility  I 
Not  on  the  head  of  Ck>Dgre8s.  We  have  done 
nothing  to  legislate  them  into  this  situation. 
We  ore  not  under  any  obligation  to  stretch  out 
our  hand  to  prevent  these  conseciuences.  We 
will  do  nothing  to  punish  those  who  repel  the 
aggresnons,  and  to  retaliate  on  them  the  out- 
rages w:hich  they  have  practised  upon  others. 
The  example  has  been  set  by  the  colonists: 
can  they  conmlain  if  the  example  be  retorted 
on  them  ?  We  have  thrown  away  the  Bible, 
and  taken  the  sword ,  thrown  aside  persuasion, 
and  adopted  force ;  aui  onr  colonists  most  be 
prepared  for  aH  the  conseqnenoes  of  tbe  meas- 
ure. 

Mr.  GooE  wonld  not  go  into  a  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georjpa  in  all  his  range  of 
remarks,  which  were  as  much  unlocked  for  by 
the  Honse  as  by  him.  We  are  called  on  to 
make  an  appropriation,  under  an  existing  law, 
to  carry  that  law  into  effect.  He  reminded  the 
committee  that  the  United  States  had  de- 
termined to  set  her  face,  and  array  her  moral 
aoA  phyrioal  power  against  atavery.  In  folfil- 
ment  of  the  powers  confided  to  tiie  Frerident^ 
and  under  his  construction  of  the  act  gliing 
authority,  he  had  sent  out  armed  ships.  The 
act  authorizes  the  President  to  transport  out 
of  the  United  States  all  blacks,  mnlattoes,  or 
persons  of  color,  to  place  them  under  an  agent, 
and  to  make  such  rules  as  he  may  think  best 
for  that  purpose.  Language  could  not  he 
pilsner  nor  stronger  than  the  langoage  of  the 
act.  In  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  President,  in  1810,  informed  the  Housd 
what  he  had  done.  An  appropriation  of 
100,000  dollai-3  was  made.  This  had  been  ex- 
haiuted.  The  power  by  which  this  act  was 
paned,  is  fonnded  on  the  clause  at  the  con- 
stitution which  refors  to  the  n^gration  ot  snch 
persons.  We  have  ontiunritx  to  restore  tiienl 
to  their  native  land ;  and  now  the  genilem&il 
from  Georgia  rises  to  oppose  an  appropriaticm, 
in  on  appropriation  bill,  to  carry  into  efibct  an 
existing  law.  He  has  been  pleased  to  present 
to  as  a  long  history  of  the  difficulties  which 
this  colony  has  encountered,  and  which,  if 
true,  could  not  aflfeot  the  present  question. 

Mr.  Meboeb  did  expect  that  some  remarks 
would  be  made  on  this  subject  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Creoi^a,  but  he  thought  they  would 
have  been  made  on  his  resolution,  which  he 
thought  was  still  on  the  table,  or  on  some  other 
fit  occasion,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  at  the  dose  of  a  &tiguing  day's  bad- 
ness. The  appropriation  is  asked  for  by  the 
Seoiwtary  of  the  Navy ;  and  the  committee  has 
already  cut  down  the  appropriation  lower  than 
he  had  expected.  But  he  did  not,  above  all,  ex- 
pect that  the  gentleman  would  have  given  the 
distorted  and  discolored  picture,  which  hod 
placed  him  in  a  situation  in  which  he  was 
scarcely  fit  to  answer.  He  did  not  expect  to 
hear  thiit  the  soil  had  been  acquired  by  decep- 
tion. He  did  not  expect  to  hear  the  colony 
had  been  settled  by  fraud,  and  supported  bj 
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force  of  a  lawless  obaracter.  He  TOiild  m- 
deavor  to  do  all  tb«  Jnstloe  in  his  power  to  the 
sabject  In  all  hamaii  efforts,  we  find  imper- 
fection iir  every  etep ;  the  exercise  of  our  will 
is  freqnently  bat  uie  choice  of  evils.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  slave  tevffio?  Whose 
voice  was  first  raised,  in  this  Hoose,  against  itt 
The  act  <tf  1807  prorioed  that  the  Afriean  taken 
should  be  plaoed  In  the  States  into  which  they 
were  taken,  uid  jdaced  at  the  ^sposal  of  the 
State  L^i^slatnres.  It  was  called  on  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  trade ;  but  its  effect  was  merely  to 
change  it  from  a  private  to  a  public  trade.  The 
State  of  Georaia  passed  a  law  to  selL  The 
Btato  of  Georvia,  hearing  of  the  existence  of  a 
€!olonization  Society,  recognized  it  in  the  law, 
and  provided  that  any  slaves,  aboat  to  be  so  sold, 
•hoiud  be  given  over  to  the  Society,  on  the 
payment  of  the  expenses.  The  agent  who  went 
to  announce  to  these  Africans  that  they  should 
return  home,  experienced  the  most  perfect 

Eleasore  ever  enjoyed;  these  unhappy  beings 
ung  around  him,  and  he  eqjoyed  the  purest  of 
fannuui  satisfintlon.  It  is  not  neeeMary  Uiat 
they  should  be  taught  the  pains  of  slarery  here, 
to  mduoe  ^e  wish  to  retnm  to  thdr  own  codd- 
try.  Condemned  to  die,  do  they  not  kiss  the 
halter,  beeanae  th^  think  it  will  oonvey  them 
to  tiieir  native  land.  He  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  man  within  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
who  would  abridge  the  few  enjoyments  of  this 
race.  We  have  naturalized  all  others;  bnt 
have  never  natoralized  a  black ;  and  if  such  a 

Eroposition  was  made  in  this  House,  it  would 
e  received  with  feelmgs  very  different  from 
his  at  this  moment.  We  have  brou^t  them 
here ;  here  it  is  their  Interest  that  they  ahould 
be  brought.  If  we  believe  that  the  sins  of  the 
fivther  were  visited  on  the  oUldren  to  the  third 
■ad  fourth  generation,  if  we  rinoerely  repent  of 
tills  evil,  let  us  eradicate  it  He  had  a  list  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  vessels,  which 
carried  on  this  traffic  all  along  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica. What  American  enterprise  and  capital 
is  engaged  In  this  traffic,  he  knew  not.  It  was 
carried  on  with  an  art  which  puzded  the  most 
able  Judges  to  develop.  We  know  that  this 
trade  has  been  carried  on  on  American  account. 

Ur.  Hamilton  sud  he  was  admonished,  by 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  not  to  do  more  than 
to  expliun  an  amendment  which  he  meant  to 
offer,  but  which  it  was  not  now  in  order  to 
offer.  He  wished  we  should  act  in  good  bith 
to  the  AMcana.  bnt  dionld  not  go  Deyoid  it. 
He  thought  this  would  meet  all  the  Govern- 
ment  is  Dound  to  do.  We  are  not  bound  to 
support  these  Africans,  after  we  have  trans- 
ported them  to  their  native  land.  He  thought 
this  would  be  the  first  step  towards  the  decli- 
nation of  a  compulsory  co-partnership,  which 
has  commenced  in  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
serious  frand,  although  the  motives  were  no 
doubt  good.  Bnt  it  was  something  like  the 
great  contention  in  Christendom  which  was 
fonnd  in  the  days  of  fanaticism.  He  did  not 
wii^  to  prevent  the  txhopwcatat*  in  this  adwme 


from  following  their  own  prc|}ect  He  would 
not  quarrel  with  them  on  uiat  point.  But  he 
was  denrous  that  we  should  keep  in  view  Uw 
meaning  of  the  act ;  and  not  suppose,  that,  by 
merely  sending  these  Africans  to  Cape  Ifesn- 
rado,  a  mere  port,  we  are  ftilfllling  its  ob- 
ject He  had  wished  to  submit  a  proportion 
with  a  view  to  obtain  Uie  aid  of  Great  Britain 
to  send  these  persons  to  Sierra  Leime.  At 
present  one  hundred  and  fifty  tboosmd  dflDara 
have  been  enended  under  this  act  and  cnly  two 
of  these  inttvidQals  have  kissed  thdr  natiTo 
hearths. 

Ur.  MsBon  said,  part  of  this  had  been  ex- 
pended in  the  keeping  of  the  slaves  in  Gewgia. 

Mr.  Hahiltok  scud  he  did  not  inclode  the 
sum  aj^ropriated  at  the  last  session.  If  we  do 
not  change  our  policy  in  this  retmect,  we  shall 
find  that  we  have  pluited  a  lj<onblesome  pmi 
on  the  shore  of  Africa,  which  it  will  cost  much 
gnnpowder,  and  much  of  our  energy,  to  sup- 
port He  bdieved  that  the  question  of  the 
power  vi  Congress  to  adi^  a  system  of  ebo- 
nies would  be  involved  In  this  snljeot.  As 
soon  as  the  great  impediment  In  the  avenoe  of 
resolations,  the  great  mountain  slide  whidi 
8toin>ed  up  the  way,  he  meant  the  resolotion  of 
his  niend  from  North  Carolina,  should  be  ^ 
posed  oS,  he  woold  offer  a  rraolntion  on  the  sab- 
Ject,  requesting  the  President  to  adopt  a  eonrso 
which  he  wonid  point  out,  and  he  would  then 
leave  the  colony  to  act  for  itself.  Mr.  Ashroun 
hod  been  called  a  "military  chieftain."  He 
was  glad  to  find  this  Government  patronidng 
milituy  chieftains.  Bnt  if  another  military 
ohieftun  ^onld  come  into  power,  he  wonid 
giTO  a  lesson  to  this  military  ohieft«n  in  Af- 
rica as  to  his  precise  duties,  and  his  privilege 
to  declare  war  and  peace.  This  hero  wants 
fifty  dollars  a  head,  and,  whQe  d«nan<ting  it| 
he  has  a  law  in  his  pocket,  which  It  reqaires 
no  Justinian  to  ezplmn,  prohibiting  such  a  eon- 
duet  Tet  on  this  man  his  tneuA  from  Tlr- 
gfnia  pKHMonces  a  hi^  odoginm.  Mr.  Ash- 
mon  defbated  the  object  of  the  Government  tn 
a  particular  point.  He  brings  back  these  re- 
captured Africans  to  hard  labor,  instead  of  sotd- 
ing  them  home ;  and  when  they  attempt  to  go 
home,  they  are  pnrsned  as  deserters.  The  m- 
tontion  of  the  Government  is  defeated  1^  thb 
individuaL  The  gentleman  had  aafd  this  man 
^qtUgred  fslents  worthy  of  the  fonndo-  of  an 
empire.  For  that  very  reason  we  do  not  want 
him  there,  when  he  chooses  to  take  into  his 
own  hand  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace. 

He  omiclnded  with  stating  that  he  shoold  ^- 
fer  his  amendment  as  soon  as  it  woidd  be  tai 
order ;  and  would  follow  up  this  with  a  readu- 
tion  calling  on  the  President  to  give  Informa- 
tion, from  which  It  would  be  seen  whether  it 
l>e  proper  to  keep  up  this  society. 

Hr.WntKS  said :  the  oommittee  wonld  remem- 
ber that,  at  an  early  stage  of  this  season,  before 
the  sntFjeothad  been  offered,  or  periiaps  tbonriit 
of^  in  any  other  quarter,  he  had  respectftmy, 
althooj^  nnsnooeesAilly,  attempted  to  draw  tba 
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attention  of  Congress  to  a  snljeot  Tei7  doBely 
connected  with,  and  intended,  bad  it  snoceed- 
ed,  as  a  substitute  for  the  present  udeway  ap- 
propriation, (as  it  had  been  styled,)  he  had 
asked  to  raise  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  bow  &r  it  would  be  e:q>eajent  to  oo  ia 
aid  ot  the  transportation  of  such  free  people  of 
ocdor  as  might  wish  to  go  to  liberia,  or  to  other 
partsof  Africa,  the  land  <tf  their  &theT&  where, 
under  provid^ee,  th^jr  might  not  only  afford 
timely  but  e£Bctent  aid  to  save  this  little  colony 
of  their  brethren^  but  might  also  find  cause 
to  rcgoice,  even  in  their  day,  from  beholding 
around  them  the  comforts  of  civilization,  and 
the  blesnngs  of  light  and  life  diffused  through 
their  instrumentality.  And  here  he  asked  uie 
committee,  whether  thus  colonizing  the  whole 
coast  of  Africa  would  not  be  more  likely  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  than  the  plan  now 
adopted,  or  any  other  that  could  be  devised ; 
attended,  too,  as  it  would  be,  with  the  least 
poasible  expenditure  of  blood  or  treasure,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  would  be  relievbig  us  from 
an  evil  growing  out  of  an  intermin^Ing  of  a 
free  Ua^  and  slave  population,  nowhere  de- 
sirable, everywhere  calamitons.  He  would  also 
embraoethia  opportunity  of  reminding  an  hon- 
orable member  of  the  Hoose,  who,  when  he 
had,  on  one  occasion,  respectfully  callod  for  a 
cooperation  of  a  cerbdn  resolution,  demanded 
a  divifflon ;  that  he  envied  him  not  for  his  dis- 
position; that  where  he  intended  a  mortifica- 
tion, by  showing  that  he  stood  alone,  he  had 
given  him  reason  to  r^oice,  because  it  most 
dearly  evinced,  what  would  at  all  times  delight 
his  heart  to  know,  viz :  that  he  had  not  only 
sufficient  stren^h  offered  him,  but  that  he  was 
willing  to  use  It  in  the  conscientious  discharge 
oS  his  duty,  however  unsupported  he  might  find 
hinudf  by  others.  He  r^oleed  to  be  able,  as 
be  was  bold  here  to  dedore,  that  the  greatest 
diare  of  h^iness  he  ez^rienced  was  derived 
from  tiiose  few  facts  of  willing  obedience  to  the 
directions  of  that  spirit,  ever  victorious  with 
him,  who  shall  look  with  honest  sincerity  with- 
in his  own  breast,  for  a  true  and  faithf^  mon- 
itor. He  bad  last  year  refused  to  vote  for  the 
ie-iq>propriation  of  the  unexpected  balance  of 
the  original  $160,000  that  had  been  voted  for 
this  o^ect,  because  he,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Geoigia,  was  then  under  a  mistaken  opinion. 
That  honorable  member  had,  however,  removed, 
by  his  ailments,  this  day  offered  the  House, 
•very  ren^ining  doubt  on  lus  mind,  and  he 
was  now  aatisfled  he  ought  to  vote  fox  the 
praiHriatba  called  fi>r.  And  why?  Beoanse 
tilds.  (K^ny  at  liberia — ^tlils  little  handftil  of 
men  ^ree  or  four  hundred  only)— had  so  con- 
ducted tiiemselves  by  the  authority  and  advice 
ot  those  accredited  agents  of  this  Government, 
no  matter  whether  justifiably  or  unjustifiably 
offered,  that  they  had  become  endangered, 
hourly  endangered,  from  the  joint  efforts  of 
the  natives,  and  the  merciless  slave  traders; 
and  that  their  only  protection  rested  on  the 
anas)  ammonitions,  and  rations  thus  pledged 
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and  heretofore  affrardedtbem.  What  is  then  to 
be  doneL  sir  f  Are  w&  after  having  been,  how- 
ever unintentionally,  the  instrument  in  thus  in- 
volving them,  at  once  to  cut  off  their  only 
chance  of  escape,  and  thereby  become  their 
murderers,  by  leaving  tiiem  uius  situated,  to 
meet  inevitable  destruction,  rather  than  grant 
the  pittance  asked  forf  He  trusted  not:  at 
least,  he  would  dear  his  own  skirts  of  tiidr 
blood ;  and,  thereby,  discharge  a  duty  he  owed 
to  God  and  humanity,  by  voting  for  the  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  Kbeub  said^  there  was  certdnly  a  time 
for  all  things ;  a  time  to  speak,  and  a  time  to 
be  silent.  He  had  hoped  the  committee  would 
rise,  and  take  the  bill  into  the  House.  Now, 
as  he  found  his  motion  for  the  rising  of  the 
committee  was  not  carried,  he  hoped  the  com- 
mittee would  excuse  him  if  he  sdd  a  few 
words.  He  did  not  think  that  the  law  shoold 
he  a  sanction  for  this  appropriation,  any  more 
than  that  a  wrong,  committed  many  years  ago, 
derived  sanctity  fh>m  age.  He  tiiought  Mr. 
Aahmun  had  about  as  purity  of  iM)tive  aa 
the  refiMiner  who  went  to  South  Amwioa  to 
teach  reli^on,  with  a  bible  in  one  hand,  and 
a  sword  in  the  other.  He  had  once  tiumkht 
there  was  disinterestedness  in  great  men ;  but 
experience  had  taught  him  that  this  was  a  mere 
dream  of  fimcy.  David,  the  pious,  tender- 
hearted littie  David,  sent  his  captains  to  the 
war,  while  he  staid  at  home  with  Bathsheba ; 
and  ordered  Joab  to  place  Uriah  in  the  front  of 
the  battle,  and  not  to  let  him  return  dive.  He 
looked  at  the  situation  of  these  Africans  in  their 
own  country,  as  well  as  in  this  country.  We 
say  we  are  all  the  children  of  one  common  par- 
ent, that  we  meet  at  the  communion  table, 
and  are  fit  to  go  tOKethw  into  the  presoioe  of 
God;  batwill  we  aUowtiiem  tomeetas  Inonr 
own  parlors?  Ko;  that  is  another  tiling.  He 
referred  to  the  coarse  which  had  been  taken  on 
the  resolution  <tf  Mr.  Saundbbs.  It  was  a  sim- 
ple question,  and  might  have  been  plainly  an- 
swered. We  were  told  in  this  disouanon  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  had  never  \ma  aaBailed. 


SATUBDA.T,  Febmaiy  24. 
Maeierel  FUihery. 

"iSx.  ToMUNBON,  troTR  the  Committee  m  Oonn 
merce,  reported  uie  following  bill : 
"A  BILL  to  anthoriu  the  Ucendng  of  ships  and 

TCSseLi  to  be  em|doyed  in  the  mackerel  fishery. 

*'  Be  it  enaOtd,  tte.  That,  fW>ni  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April  next,  it  sbaU  be  the  duty  of  the 
Collector  of  the  District  to  which  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel may  belong,  oa  an  application  for  that  purpose, 
by  the  master  or  owner  thereof,  to  grant  a  license 
for  canrins  on  the  mackerel  fishery,  to  such  ship  or 
vesset,  la  me  form  preaoribed  in  the  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  for  eoronhig  and  licensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fishericM, 
and  for  roguUting  the  same:'  Prtmdtd,  That  all 
the  prorimons  of  said  act,  respecting  the  Ucenring 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  the  coasting  trade  and  ttsh- 
eries,  shall  be  deemed  and  takra  to  be  appUmble  to 
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Ucenscs,  and  to  rtmelB  licensed  for  oonTing  oa  the 
mackerel  fiaher;." 

Mr.  ToMLiNSON  briefly  explained  the  natnre  of 
the  bill.  By  the  low,  as  it  now  stood,  licenses 
were  granted  for  vessels  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  and  cod  fishing,  and,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  bounty  allowed  on  that  fishery,  the 
claimants  are  required  to  make  oath,  that  they 
would  not  be  engaged,  except  in  the  coasting 
trade  and  cod  finery.,  Since  the  passage  of 
Uits  law,  d  fishery  for  mackerel  has  arisen,  and 
was  Cast  becoming  a  valoable  branch  of  trade ; 
bnt  those  engagM  in  it  were  defvired  of  the 
bonnty  by  the  terms  of  the  oath.  This  state 
of  things  had  been  represented  by  abont  sev- 
enty respectable  petitioners  who  prayed  that 
the  terms  of  the  oath  might  be  bo  utered  as  to 
cover  the  mackerel  as  well  as  the  cod  fishery. 
The  scruples  c£  these  persons  ought  to  be  re- 
spected and  relieved.  If  the  law  was  suficred 
to  remain  as  it  now  stood,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  that  frauds  would  be  committed, 
and  that  vessels  engaged  in  the  mackerel  trade 
would,  by  indirect  means,  obtain  the  bounty 
given  by  law  to  those  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading 
on  Monday. 

MoSDAT,  February  26. 
Claitru  under  the  Florida  Treaty. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tlie  Whulo,  Mr.  Findlay,  of  Oliio,  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  making  provision  for  the 
settlement  of  sundry  daims  under  the  Ilorida 
Treaty." 

(This  bill  involves  the  important  claim  of 
Hr.  Ubadb,  and  provides  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  direct  the  Third  Auditor  to 
examine  and  Uqnidate  all  nioh  daims,  under 
the  eleventh  arbde  <^  tiie  treaty,  as  were  re- 
jected by  tlie  Board  of  Ooinmisrioners  fat  want 
of  the  documentary  evidence  which  the  Span- 
ish Government  was  bonnd  to  fumi^  and 
which  had  been  demanded  by  the  United 
States,  but  not  received  before  the  8th  June, 
1824.  Tliat  the  Third  Auditor  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  the  rules  of  examination  and  liquida- 
tion established  by  said  Board ;  and  that  of  the 
claims  which  he  shall  adjudge  to  be  valid,  there 
shall  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  the  same  pro- 
portionate amount  as  was  paid  on  the  claims 
aUowed  by  said  Board.  Tlie  bill  also  provides 
for  the  compensation  of  the  Third  Auditor  for 
the  services  required.) 

The  report  <x  the  committee  upon  the  so^ect 
was  read,  when — 

Mr.  Foaairn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  leave  the  liquidation  of  these  clmras  to  *'  any 
three  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,"  under  the  di- 
recUon  of  the  Presideut  of  the  United  States, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  "  the  Third  Auditor." 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  was  to  give  an  opportunity  to  ttiose 
persoui  who  had  claims  npon  the  SpaniA  Gov- 
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emment,  which  had  been  assumed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  but  who  had 
been  precluded,  by  want  of  time,  from  present* 
ing  them  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  un- 
der the  Spanish  Treaty  to  try  the  validity  of 
those  claims.  The  Select  Committee  wluch  had 
been  appointed  on  this  subject,  liad  satisfied 
tliemsolves  that  the  claims  of  the  persons  named 
in  the  bill  never  had  a  fur  and  adequate  ezao- 
i  nation,  and  that  this  was  not  owing  to  any 
fault  or  neglect  of  theirs,  hut  to  drcnmstanoes 
over  which  they  had  no  control.  The  Com- 
missioners who  were  appointed  under  the 
treaty  for  the  cession  of  Florida,  had  applied 
to  the  Spanish  Government  for  copies  of  the 
papers  reqnired  by  the  claimants,  as  evidence 
m  support  of  their  claims,  and  corre^ndent  in- 
structions had  been  given  by  the  American 
Government,  to  our  Minister  at  the  Conrt  of 
Spain,  to  obtain  them ;  bnt,  owing  to  the  nn- 
settled  state  of  the  country,  our  Minister  had 
been  deprived  of  all  opportunity  to  make  the 
demand,  until  the  three  years  limited  by  the 
treaty  for  the  establishment  of  such  claims  had 
80  nearly  expired  that  there  was  no  time  left 
fbr  their  presentation  to  the  Board  of  C«n- 
missioners.  The  causes  which  had  thns  de- 
tained our  Ifinister  were  of  public  notoriety. 
The  Government  had  been  driven  before  the 
French  armies  from  Madrid  to  Seville,  and  from 
Seville  to  Cadiz,  and  he  hod  been  prevented  by 
the  blockade  from  landing  at  the  latter  place 
till  what  was  called  in  Spain  the  counter-revo- 
lution had  taken  place,  and  this  event  did  not 
happen  till  near  the  close  of  the  last  year  al- 
lowed by  the  treaty  for  the  establishnient  of 
American  claims.  Hence  the  evidence  in  sop- 
port  of  these  claims  had  never  been  submitted 
to  any  tribimal.  All  that  was  intended  by  the 
bill  was  to  provide  such  a  tribunal  for  their 
examination,  in  order  that  the  cl^numta  might 
have  judgment  in  their  cause.  He  had  pro- 
posed the  unendment  with  a  view  to  grnter 
security,  believing  it  more  proper  that  de- 
mands of  such  magnitude  shomd  be  passed  np- 
on by  a  court  condstlng  of  mwe  tlian  one 
judge. 

Mr.  Caubreleno  rose  to  put  a  single  que^ 
tion  to  the  honorable  gentlemiui  fh>m  Georgia. 
It  was,  whether  his  olgect  was  not  to  re-organ- 
ize a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  examine  Span- 
ish claims  f 

Mr.  FoesTTH  said,  in  reply,  that  his  object 
was  to  create  a  tribunal  for  such  claims  only  as 
arose  in  consequence  of  a  non-fulfilment  of  the 
treaty  with  &iidn  in  1819.  An  article  in  that 
treaty  limits  the  durali<m  of  theCommisnonfor 
deciding  <Hi  claims  by  American  citizens,  against 
the  Spanish  Government,  to  three  years,  and 

Sroviues  for  the  fiimisbing  of  copies  lA  all  of- 
cial  papers  in  tiie  possession  of  the  Sponi^ 
Government,  when  requisite  to  the  establisnment 
of  those  daims.  In  some  cases  it  is  a  question, 
whether  the  failure  to  establish  claims  is  not  at- 
tributable to  the  neglect  of  tlie  Government  of 
Spain;  but  in  that  of  Meade  it  was  purdja 
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mirfortone,  ia  which  no  onlpability  attaches  to 
an;^  one ;  cirouinstanocs,  over  wliich  neither  the 
clumant,  the  Groveroment  of  Spain,  not  that  of 
the  United  States  had  anjr  control,  having  pre- 
vented the  establishment  of  the  claim  within 
the  allotted  time. 

Mr.  WicKL»PB  thought  that  the  Ilotise 
OQght  not  thos,  at  the  heel  of  a  session,  to  be 
called  on  to  legislate  apon  this  doss  of  claims. 
For  his  part,  he  was  not  in  possession  of  a  aaf- 
ficiontly  accnrate  knowledge  of  the  natnre  and 
extent  of  the  olmms  referred  to,  nor  conld  ho 
indse  how  for  the  Government  might  become 
liable  by  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  for  aught  that 
appeared,  it  might  be  to  an  immense  amount ; 
the  extent  of  it  wu,  it  seemed,  to  be  left  to  a 
foreign  Government  to  determine.  The  Gov- 
emmont  of  this  country  had  undertaken,  in 
the  Florida  treaty,  to  satisfy  claims  of  United 
States  citizens  against  Spain,  to  the  amount  of 
five  millions  of  uollars,  on  condition  that  Flor- 
ida should  be  coded  to  the  United  States ;  and 
a  board  of  Commissioners  had  been  establiBhed 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  passing  on 
the  validity  of  those  claims.  They  hod  per- 
form^ the  duty  assigned  them,  and  bad  dis- 
tributed the  whole  of  the  five  millions  among 
vaiious  American  chdmants.  That  fund  was 
wholly  ^ansted.  One  claim  is  now  presented 
to  the  amount,  as  he  nnderstoodf  of^  upwards 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollara,  and  others 
are  included  in  the  bill,  to  what  amount  he 
was  at  a  loss  even  to  conjecture.  Of  one  fact, 
however,  he  was  tlioronghly  satisfied,  and  that 
was,  that  many  claims  had  been  passed  by  that 
Board,  which,  had  they  been  judged  of  by  their 
merits  alone,  must  have  been  promptly  rejected. 
But  the  Commissioners  wore  bound  by  the  let* 
ter  of  tlie  treaty,  and  had  considered  them- 
selves compelled  to  pass  them.  Kow,  said  Mr. 
W.,  it  seems,  a  new  Board  is  to  be  created,  to 
consist  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  and  this 
new  Board  Is  to  dedde  these  duma  upon  evi- 
dence derived  from  the  Spanish  Goverament. 
But  that  Gtovernment  is  not  liable  for  the  oo* 
curacy  witii  which  this  evidence  is  to  be  ftar^ 
nished ;  they  have  no  interest  in  presenting  it 
in  a  fair  and  equitable  manner.  All  they  will 
probably  do,  will  be  to  furnish  such  evidence 
as  is  called  for  by  the  claimant,  and  no  more. 
The  decision  will,  therefore,  be  made  virtually 
on  ex  parte  evidence.  He  thought  these  reasons, 
of  themselves,  conclusive  why  the  House  should 
not  now  provide  for  paying  claims  on  such  an 
award.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  the 
committee  should  rise.  Ho  had  not  expected 
that  the  House  was  to  be  deluged,  at  this  late 
hoar  of  the  sesnon,  wiUi  old  cliums  that  had 
been  onoe  r^ected.  He  moved,  acoordingly, 
that  the  committee  now  rise. 

Ifr.  DwtoHT  asked  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
tneky  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few  mo- 
menta; to  which  Mr.  Wtcuffe  consented,  un- 
derstanding it  to  be  on  the  condition  that,  when 
Mr.  DwiGin  had  concluded  Lis  remarks,  ho 
would  make  a  similar  motion. 
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Mr.  DwiGHT  then  observed  that  this  claim 
was  of  a  sacred  character ;  it  was  one  of  those 
which  the  Spanish  Government  had  stipulated 
should  be  paid  by  that  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  allowance  of  it  would  not  open  a  door 
to  controversy  with  a  foreign  nation,  as  might 
be  objected  against  similar  claims  on  the  French 
Government.  By  our  treaty  with  Spain  we 
obtiuaed  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  which  were 
woi:th,  already,  five  times  the  amount  of  tUX 
our  claims  on  that  Government.  Gentlemen 
need  not,  therefore,  be  alarmed  at  the  amount 
involved  in  Uie  present  bill.  The  amonnt  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  U)e  elidm. 
If  the  z\tSm  was  jost  in  princi^e,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  aUe  to  pay  it,  the  amount  wonld 
form  no  valid  objection,  were  it  ten  times  as 
great  The  claim  had  not  been  abjudicated 
by  the  commission  of  1821,  only  because  the 
proofs  could  not  bo  produced  in  time,  thoua^ 
they  had  been  seasonably  applied  for.  The 
gentleman  had  spoken  with  dread  of  the  num- 
ber and  amount  of  other  claims  in  the  bill,  be* 
sides  that  of  Mr.  Meade.  He  would,  in  reply, 
read  to  the  House  a  written  statement  of  the 
whole  of  them ;  they  amounted  to  bnt  five  in 
all,  and  were  of  no  great  amonnt 
rUere  Mr.  D.  read  the  statement  referred  to.] 
The  claim  of  Meade,  whatever  might  be  its 
amonnt,  was  indisputably  indnded  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  cession.  A  questiorf^ 
as  would  be  remembered,  had  arisen  in  relati<m 
to  that  cession,  viz ;  whether  it  wonld  be  rec<^ 
nized,  or  not,  by  the  Cortes  }  Tlie  (rcntleman 
who  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
(Mr.  FonsTTn)  was  at  that  time  our  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  Spain ;  and  he  hod  been  personal- 
ly told  by  sevcr&l  of  the  influential  members 
of  the  Cortes,  who  called  upon  him,  that  the 
recognition  of  the  cession  wonld  depend  on  the 
payment  of  these  claims  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment. The  cession  was  recognized  as  well 
by  the  Cortes  as  by  the  subsequent  Government ; 
and  the  claim  before  the  House  had,  therefore, 
a  sacred  character,  making  its  appeal,  In  a  for- 
cible manner,  to  the  national  faiUi.  It  would, 
doubtless,  have  been  passed  by  the  Commission- 
ers, had  the  evidence  applied  for  been  received 
from  Spun,  in  time  to  examine  and  to  act  upon 
it  The  application  for  it  was  made  fourteen 
months  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the 
claim.  It  was  demanded  from  Spain  by  the 
American  Government  and  would  have  been 
procured  and  presented  in  time,  had  not  Mr. 
Nelson,  our  Minister,  who  went  out  as  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Forsyth,  been  prevented  from  pre- 
senting himself  to  the  Spanish  Government  by 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz.  The  commission,  it 
would  be  particnlarly  noticed,  sat  long  enough 
to  have  received  and  passed  upcm  tiie  Spani^ 
evidence,  had  the  demand  been  made  when  Mr. 
Nelson  first  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Spain ;  bnt 
his  being  prevented  from  landing  by  the  French 
blockading  force,  occasioned  the  delay  which 
has  proved  ruinous  to  this  claimant.  The  com- 
mission dosed  witJlioat  dUowing  bis  daim ;  bat 
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It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  said,  that  the 
nad  b«eD  rejected  hj  the  Commissionera ; 
for  they  never  examined  tiie  proofa  on  which  it 
rested.  We  have,  in  tho  meanwhile,  obtained 
the  Floridas,  and  twenty  millialis  woold  this 
Aaj  be  too  mnall  a  price  for  them.  Were  the 
United  States  to  pay  three,  fonr,  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollara  to  these  claimants,  they 
would  still  be  vast  gainers  by  the  bargain.  As 
to  the  tribunal  before  whom  the  proofs  were 
proposed  to  be  lud,  it  was  notorioos  to  all  men 
that  no  officers  were  more  keen-sishted,  rigid, 
and  scrupulous,  than  the  officers  of  the  Tr^s- 
Biy — they  have  even  bom  eenanred  for  the 
rigor  Trith  whieh  they  indeed  of  all  cliUms 
that  oame  before  them,  we  have,  he  repeated, 
received  the  compensation  from  Spain,  for  al- 
lowing and  paying  these  claims  of  our  own 
ritlzens;  and  if  the  Honse  dared  to  refose  the 
Just  demand  of  an  American  citizen  in  such  cir- 
eomatances,  he  would  only  say  they  dared  to 
do  flagrant  injustice.  Here  were  services  of 
a  ver^  important  character,  rendered  by  one  of 
our  citizens  to  Spain,  and  that  under  circum- 
stances the  most  trying  that  oould  beima^ned; 
for  thiscliumant  had  been  two  years  m  the 
most  odious  ^d  irksome  confinement  in  a 
Spanish  dnngeon.  If  his  Government  could 
refose  to  compensate  him,  they  would  be  less 
just  than  that  of  Spun ;  for  she  acknowledged 
the  debt,  and  woald  have  p^d  it,  had  we  not 
assumed  the  obligation.  He  waa  persoaded 
that  this  imputation  could  never  be  dMiberately 
incurred  by  an  American  Congress. 

Ur.  WicKUFFB  now  said,  that  the  more  he 
heard  of  this  claim,  the  more  he  was  confirmed 
in  the  correctness  of  his  former  opinion  respect- 
iDg  it.  How  many  gentlemen,  of  all  those  pres- 
ent, had  looked  into  the  documents  accompany- 
ing this  claim  t  Were  gentlemen  satisfied  that 
it  ever  ought  to  have  b^n  paid  under  tiie  Flor- 
ida Treaty,  or  waa  covered  by  its  provisions  ? 
Were  they  prepared  to  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  liable  to  moke  good  the  claims  of  its  cit- 
izens on  Spain  out  of  other  funds  besides  the 
five  millions  pledged  by  the  treaty  ?  And  if 
the  bill  passes  this  House,  is  there  the  least 
probability  that  it  will  pass  the  other  branch 
of  the  National  Legislature?  Is  it  right,  at  so 
late  a  period  as  this,  with  such  a  moss  of  mat- 
ter pressing  for  the  attention  of  the  House,  to 
attempt  to  settle  a  principle  of  so  much  im- 
portance !  As  to  the  equity  of  the  claim,  de- 
rived from  the  valae  of  tho  Florida  purchaso, 
he  thought  there  was  very  tittle  weight  in  tliat 
argument;  for  he  was  inclined  to  think  the 
Grovemment  hod  been  worsted  in  the  negotia- 
tion. They  had  paid  five  millions  in  claims — 
and  when  to  this  should  be  added  the  expense 
of  Burveying,  he  believed  that  it  would  turn 
ont  that  wo  had  got  but  a  sony  bargain. 

Itr.  W.  now  renewed  his  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  prevailed — ayes  83,  noes  66. 

And  the  committee  having  risen,  and  asked 
leave  to  rit  again,  leave  was  refftued. 


[FtaBOAxr,  1827. 

The  biH  having  been  reported,  tcvether  with 
Jir.  FoBSTTH*s  amendment,  to  the  House, 

IAt.  Wcrts  said  that  it  wonld  l>e  impoenUe 
to  do  justice  to  the  discussion  of  the  bill,  with- 
out having  some  reference  to  the  argument 
which  bad  been  adduced,  while  it  was  m  com- 
mittee; and  though  this,  he  ftiew,  was  not 
strictly  regular,  he  hoped  it  would  be  permitted 
by  the  Ghiur  from  tne  consideration  he  had 
mentioned.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  came  too  late ;  the  equivalent 
for  these  chums  had  already  been  received,  and 
it  was  too  much  to  say  that  an  American  cit- 
izen was  to  be  Mnsigned  to  irretrievable  ruin, 
while  the  conntiT  had  received,  and  was  ador- 
ing, a  benefit  oeded  to  it  on  the  express  ccmdi- 
tion  that  Spain's  debt  to  him  ahonlu  be  paid  hy 
his  own  Gioveniment. 

The  gentleman  had  borne  a  very  conspicnoos 
part,  in  a  late  debate,  about  the  paltry  sum  of 
120,000.  Now,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  hold 
up  his  hands  against  the  gentleman's  consmning 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Honse  on  snch  a 
matter  as  that,  and  refuse  to  give  an  boor  to  a, 
cltum  like  the  present,  so  sacred  in  its  character, 
so  large  in  its  imiount^  and  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  one  of  our  own  citizens.  The  gentle- 
man asks,  who  has  read  the  documents  in  this 
case  ?  ^d  is  a  Just  cl^m  to  be  rejected  be- 
cause gentlemen  have  not  read  tlie  doenments? 
Why  nave  they  not  read  tlicm?  The  docn- 
ments  have  long  been  printed  and  laid  on  the 
gentlemen's  tables.  When  is  the  time  to  come 
when  they  will  choose  to  read  them  1  Are  they 
to  defer  it  till  the  claimant  is  in  his  grave  and 
his  diildren  come  here  and  find  us  gray  head- 
ed? When  the  treaty  was  negotiated  by  which 
this  country  has  acquired  the  Floridas,  this 
gentleman  was  a  merchant  under  the  Spanidi 
Government.  He  had  a  claim  on  that  Govern- 
ment which  is  acknowledged  to  be  just;  it  was 
not  for  spoliations,  but  for  matters  of  contract 
When  the  treaty  was  oonelnded  the  United 
States  agreed  to  exonerate  Spidn  tcom  all  oW- 
gat^on  to  pay  this  and  otiier  cldms  of  oar  citi- 
zens against  lier;  bnt  Ur.  Ueade,  instead  of 
nv^ing  himsdf  of  this  provision,  peUtJoned, 
on  the  contary,  that  he  might  not  be  conridered 
as  included  within  it,  bnt  might  be  left  to  fight 
his  own  cause  with  the  Spanish  Government 
single  handed.  Tliis  was  refused  him,  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  purposes 
and  views  of  its  own,  included  his  claim  within 
the  treaty  stipnlation,  exonerated  Spain  foom 
the  payment  of  it,  and  took  upon  itself  to  pay 
it  out  of  the  fond  it  had  by  that  treaty  reeentfy 
acquired. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentuckjr  had  said,  or 
insinuated,  that  tho  testimony  in  suroort  of 
this  claim  was  not  of  a  satisfoetory  Irino.  The 
gentleman  waa  entirely  mistaken.  The  ol(|ec- 
tion  of  the  Commissioners  did  not  rest  on  the 
diaraeter  of  the  testimony,  bnt  on  pcdnts 
wholly  distinct  from  it.  In  enpport  of  this 
assertion  he  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
gentleman  and  the  Home  to  a  written 
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ion  of  aw  of  tiie  Oommlarionen  to  tho  otm- 
tnry. 

[Mr.  WuBTs  here  read  the  opbdm  of  one  of 
the  OommissioQers,] 

Kow,  asked  Hr.  W.,  will  the  gentleman  from 
Eentackj  rise  in  his  place  and  taj,  that,  after 
mch  an  examination  and  snoh  an  ezpressiou 
<^  opinion  by  one  of  the  officers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, men  who  had  no  oonceivable  interest  in 
the  deciuon,  and  who  were  of  known  talent' 
and  integrity,  that  the  claim  shall  at  once  be 
rejected  t  that  no  tribunal  shall  be  allowed  to 
examine  and  dedde  oppn  iti 

It  was  a  el^m  which  had  been  |ffescnted 
IHior  to  the  date  of  the  treaty,  and  the  officers 
of  the  Spanish  Government  bad  aUowed  and 
admitted  it;  bnt  Spain  lingered  in  the  pay- 
ment ;  it  has  been  transferred  to  the  Glorem- 
ment  ct  the  United  States,  and  deferred,  from 
■eason  Ull  season,  till  at  length  we  are  told  the 
TTnited  States  is  not  hound  to  pay  it.  All  the 
wiginal  papers  Mr.  Meade  was  obliged  to  snr- 
render  to  tne  Spanish  Government,  when  his 
claim  was  tused  there ;  they  were  distributed 
through  the  Departments  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, and  there  they  still  remain.  The 
Oommiancmers,  esteeming  themselves  honnd 
to  require  these.  oiif^bialB,  ^>prised  Mr.  Meade 
that,  until  tikese  sho^  beprodneed,  they  could 
not  admit  his  dium.  He,  in  wnuequoice, 
made  immediate  iq>plicati6n  for  them  to  the 
Spanish  Government ;  but,  from  circumstances 
miioh  had  already  been  stated  to  the  House, 
be  oonld  not  obtain  them  la  snitable  time.  The 
five  millions  had  all  been  paid  away ;  and  he 
was  t^UB,  without  any  fault  or  u^eot  of  his 
own,  entirely  ezdnded.  Thus  the  Government 
has,  in  effect,  taken  the  property  of  this  Ameri- 
can citizen,  implied  it  to  Uie  porohase  of  the 
Floridaa,  and  now  refuse  to  pay  him  for  it,  or 
even  to  appoint  a  tribunal  where  he  may  have 
a  fur  hearing.  Is  not  this  monstrons?  Shall 
I,  asked  Mr.  W.,  take  the  money  out  of  that 
gentleman's  pooket,  use  it  to  bny  a  farm  for 
myselj^  or  my  children,  and  wh«k  he  aiAa  re- 
paymoit,  and  <»Brers  to  prove  how  much  I  took, 
shall  I  say,  because  I  am  stronger  V  m  he, 
that  I  will  not  pay  him,  or  even  suffer  him  to 
prove  his  demand!  Must  this  claimant,  after 
w^ting  with  patience  at  our  door  for  years, 
when  at  length  his  bill  has  c<»ne  up  for  con- 
sideration, be  told  that  his  just  claim  is  de- 
ferred for  yet  a  year  longer?  lie  is  not  a 
young  man ;  he  was  once  wealthy ;  he  is  not 
80  DOW ;  we  hold  his  property ;  all  he  asks  is 
a  tribunal,  and  a  hearing.  Shall  he  be  turned 
off  and  told  to  w^t  till  another  Congress  shall 
consider  his  case !  I  trust  not.  I  trust  there 
is  enough  cS  justice  In  this  Congress,  to  say 
that  he  lias  wwted  long  enoogh ;  that  his  day 
of  bearing  shall  be  set,  his  judges  appointed, 
and  his  cuum  fully  and  fiurly  examined.  Mr. 
W.  concluded  with  an  apology  for  the  earnest* 
neas  he  had  betrayed,  and  the  time  he  had 
inadvertently  occu]>ied,  but  he  should  feel  that 
be  bad  been  wanting  to  the  righta  of  a  con- 
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stitoent  and  of  an  American  citizen,  had  he  re* 
nuuned  ulent,  and  suffered  the  remarks  of  tha 
gentlemaa  from  Eentooky  to  pass  without 
reply. 

Mr.  Abohxb  -said,  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  this  claim  had 
been  referred,  and  he  had  ^ven  it  a  careful 
examination.  The  gentieman  from  Kentndty 
was  mistaken  in  both  the  points  he  hod  taken. 
He  supposes  the  House  is  not  now  prepared 
to  pass  this  bill — ^if  not,  when  would  it  be  pre- 
pared t  The  bill  had  been  reported  at  the  last 
sesrion,  and  if  want  of  prepantion  was  a  good 
reason  now,  wby  mljriit  not  the  same  reasrai 
be  repeated  fcnvver  f  If  gentlemeQ  were  not 
prepared,  they  ouffJd  to  be ;  amj^e  time  bad 
been  allowed,  and  every  opportunity  given. 

But  the  gentinnan  seems  to  be  of  opinion 
that  this  Government  is  not  bound  to  pay  this 
clum,  be  it  ever  so  just  a  one.  Sir,  I  say  that 
this  Government  is  bound  to  pay  it.  And 
why  ?  It  has,  in  two  instances,  forcibly  inter- 
fered and  obetmcted  this  claimant  in  obtaining 
justice,  when  he  had  the  near  {vospeot  of  fully 
sncceeding. 

When  our  treaty  was  made  with  Spain,  he 
expressly  sud  that  he  did  not  ask  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Statea  to  be  respondbto  tm 
the  claim ;  all  he  asked  of  it  was  to  stand 
aside;  to  leave  him  to  bis  own  <^umce,  and 
only  to  abstain  from  throwing  any  obstacles 
in  the  way,  or  taking  any  course  which  would 
condemn  the  claim.  And  what  was  the  reply 
of  bis  own  Government?  They  refused  ols 
request  The^  determined  to  intorfbre;  and 
they  said  to  hmi,  your  claim  thall  be  compre- 
hended in  the  treaty,  and  it  ahaU  be  liable  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  This  was  the  first 
case  in  which  we  forcibly  interposed,  and  we 
here  prevented  his  obtaining  his  money  from 
the  Government  of  Spain.  Ascertaining  that 
the  proof  required  by  the  Commissioners  was 
snob  as  oould  only  he  got  from  Spain,  fifteen 
months  before  the  time  for  eMminiog  this 
evidence,  be  again  goes  to  his  own  Government 
and  prays  them  to  send  to  -Spain  tm  tbe  neeos- 
sary  vouchers.  The  Commissioners  expressly 
said  they  were  satisfied  a  lai^  amount  waa 
due  to  him,  but  they  could  not  allow  him  even 
this  amount  without  having  evidence  from 
Spain.  Here,  then,  the.  American  Government 
says  to  one  of  its  own  citizens,  who  has  a 
claim  already  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  "  you  shall  look  to  me,  and  not 
to  Spain,  for  this  money ;  I  will  send  for  your 
vouchers,  and  get  them  for  joa  within  the 
time  which  I  have  chosen  to  limit  for  the  pro- 
duction of  proof."  He  accordingly  gives  bis 
Government  a  memorandum  of  ue  papers  re- 
qnired.  The  Govenmient,  owing  to  circum- 
stances with  which  he  bad  nothing  to  do,  does 
not  apply  in  time  to  get  those  papers ;  and  the 
period  it  had  arbitrarily  fixed  for  their  exam- 
ination erpirea ;  its  citizen  is  shut  out  from  the 
tribunal  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  now,  when 
he  oomes  to  yon,  and  modeetly  aaka  that  aom* 
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tribnoal  may  be  ordered  to  examine  his  Tonch- 
ers  and  pass  upon  the  justice  of  hia  claim,  he 
is  to  be  refused  ?  He  does  not  ask  for  money ; 
he  asks  only  a  tribunal  and  a  jndge  ;  and  is  it 
to  be  refused}  It  would  form  a  case  of 
enormous  and  unparalleled  atrocity.  Sir,  I 
have  looked  at  this  evidence,  and  I  care  not 
before  what  tribunal  it  is  to  be  presented. 
You  maj  send  it  to  the  bench  of  Minos  and 
Badamanthus ;  I  care  not ;  only  let  it  have  a 
foil  and  fair  examination.  As  one  interested 
in  the  resources  of  the  Govemmeat,  I  hope  he 
may  not  be  able  to  establish  his  claim;  but 
never,  while  there  is  a  cent  in  the  treasury, 
never  will  I  consent  to  obstract  any  claim  by 
methods  such  as  these.  Suppose  we  shall  pass 
this  bill,  do  we  thereby  declare  that  this  man's 
claim  is  just?  By  no  means.  "We  only  say 
that  his  clum,  with  the  evidence  in  snpport  of 
it,  shall  be  examined  by  our  own  officers ;  and 
I  believe  no  gentleman  who  hears  me  will 
dissent  from  the  position,  that,  if  it  is  to  go 
before  Mr.  Hagner,  it  will,  at  least,  be  thorough- 
ly sifted.  But  if  you  reject  the  bill,  you  con- 
demn and  annihilate  the  clmm,  withont  know- 
ing whether  it  be  jnst  or  not  To  do  this 
would,  under  all  the  drcomstances,  be  one  of 
the  most  uupanlleled  and  nnatoned  acts  of  in- 
justice that  ever  was  perpetrated. 

Mr.  FoBSTTn  now  renewed  tiie  motion  he 
had  made  in  committee  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  tmd  also  moved  to  strike  out  the 
third  section,  which  provides  for  allowing  the 
Third  Auditor  a  certain  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
salary  now  aUowed  liim  by  law. 

He  said,  that  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  pass  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to 
trust  to  the  justice  of  Congress  to  reward  the 
auditors  for  any  extra  service  it  might  occasion 
them,  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  propose  to  in- 
sert any  clause  fixing  their  remuneratum  beficffe- 
band.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  fUly  aware  of  t^e 
shortness  of  the  time  which  remained  of  the 
session,  and  the  number  and  amount  of  private 
as  well  as  public  bills,  which  were  waitmg  the 
action  of  the  House;  he  would,  therefore,  en- 
deavor to  guard  himself  from  digressing  into 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  and  should  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  right  of  the  applicant  to  have 
its  justice  examined  and  decided  upon.  He 
believed  himself  to  be  fully  possessed  of  the 
merits;  but  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know 
that  here  was  an  American  citizen,  suffering 
great  injustice,  from  no  fault  of  his,  but  fVom 
that  of  his  own  and  of  a  foreign  Government, 
and  that  this  House  alone  had  the  power  to 
redeem  him  from  it.  The  circumstanoes  of 
tills  case  were  most  extraordinaiy.  Mr,  Heade, 
it  seems,  had  a  daim  against  the  Goverament 
of  Spidn,  which  was  acknowledged  by  that 
Government  The  Board  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  under  the  Florida  treaty,  having 
concluded  that  this  claim  was  embraced  by 
that  treaty,  Mr.  Meade  subnfitted  to  tiiem  a 
written  acknowledgment,  given  by  the  com- 
miBsiraiers  ol  the  Government  of  Spain,  that 


a  oertun  som  was  due  by  that  Goreminent  to 
him.  This  acknowledgment  was  given  be- 
tween the  first  signing  of  the  treaty  and  its 
final  ratification.  His  documents  were  de- 
manded by  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
having  been  surrenuered  by  Mr.  Meade,  were 
distributed  through  the  offices  to  w^hich  they 
severally  l>elonged.  When  Mr.  Meade  snlunit- 
ted  his  cl^m  to  the  Commismoner^  accom- 
panied by  the  certificate  or  acknowle^meut 
before  referred  to,  they  replied  tiiat  this  was 
not  Boffident  evidence,  end  that  they  mnst 
have  the  oriffinal  documents  or  certified  co[dea 
of  them.  Mr,  Meade  remonstrated  on  the 
hardship  of  being  compelled  to  produce  papers 
which  he  had  {nrevionsly  been  obliged  to  give 
up  to  the  Spanish  Government,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  he  had  produced  a  certificate 
which  was  the  result  of  their  examination,  and 
showed  them  to  contain  conclusive  proof  of  the 
Justice  of  the  claim.  The  Commissioners,  how- 
ever, were  stem  and  inflexible,  and  ctrntinoed 
to  demand  the  vouchers.   Meade,  in  reply, 

E leaded  that  the  treaty,  under  whose  operation 
is  claim  had,  against  his  wishes,  been  brooght, 
contained  a  proviwon  that  the  Spanish  Govera- 
ment  should^  fhtnish  to  claimants  such  official 
papers  as  were  amlied  for  to  establish  th«r 
claims,  and  prayed  tiiat  the  Commissioners 
would  take  measures  to  obtain  his  evidence 
from  that  Government.  They  did  so,  and  Mr. 
Nelson  accordingly  received  instructions  to  de- 
mand them ;  but  as  he  was  prevented,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations,  from  landing  on  the 
Spanish  soil,  the  papers  were  not  obtained,  and 
the  Commissioners  accordingly  rqected  the 
claim.  The  conse<]nenoe  has  been,  that  this 
claimant  is  made  poor,  though  he  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  written  acknowledgment  both  of  the 
Spanish  and  of  the  American  Commissioners,  a 
jnst  claim  to  what  wonld  render  him  independ- 
ent Can  snch  a  case  be  left  without  redreffit 
Shall  an  American  citizen  be  thus  plundered 
of  his  all  ?  What  has  been  his  fault  f  Did  ho 
not  use  all  proper  diligence  in  prosecuting  his 
claim  ?  Was  he  not  in  a  fair  way  of  obtaining 
Jnstice  when  this  Government  interfered,  de- 
clared his  claim  mei^d  by  the  treaty,  and 
undertook  themselves  to  be  his  poymastersl 
If  his  vouchers  were  in  Spain,  could  he  compel 
the  Spanish  Government  to  surrender  them  I 
And  was  it  his  fault  that  his  Government  failed 
in  procuring  themt  Surely  not.  And  now, 
after  having  had  hope  thus  deferred  by  our 
act,  must  he  he  refused  even  a  tribunal  to  try 
his  olaimt  Mr.  F.  oiA  the  committee  had 
refhsed  to  go  Into  the  grounds  of  the  Spanidi 
Commisaionm'  dedsion,  and  had  relactantly 
brought  in  the  h^  in  its  present  shape.  If 
Spain  was  in  the  wrong,  this  Government  had 
a  right  to  demand  from  her  all  that  it  should 
pay  to  Meade — and  the  object  of  the  bill  was 
only  to  give  him  what  he  hod  been  deprived 
of  by  the  short  duration  of  the  commission. 
The  committee  had  no  chcdoe  between  doing 
1  this  and  diang  iifjnstioe. 
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Hr.  Ethott,  of  HflassohtuettB,  said  that  the 
amendment  removed  mnoh  of  his  difficnltj. 
He  hod  himself  been  opposed  to  taking  np  this 
Ull  at  this  time,  bat  the  House  decidM  other' 
wise,  and  as  It  bad  been  taken  np,  he  hoped  it 
vonld  pass  as  amended.  He  had  carefallr  ex- 
amined the  docnments  in  relation  to  this  claim, 
and  his  sole  object  was,  that  justice  shonld  be 
done.  Whether  the  amount  is  80,000  dollars, 
or  800,000,  or'  8,000,000,  was  a  consideration 
that  oaght  to  have  no  place  in  this  matter.  If 
the  Government  owed  the  money,  he  cared 
not  what  was  the  amount;  it  ooffht  to  be  paid. 
He  should  augur  darkly  indeed  for  our  institu- 
tioooy  if  the  inquiry  of  this  House  is  to  be^  not 
whether  a  debt  is  doe,  but  whether  it  is  BmaU. 
He  regretted  that  tlie  gentleman  from  Georgia 
and  the  gentleman  fnmi  Vir^nla  had  not  con- 
tented themselves  with  suffering  ^e  daim  to 
rest  on  its  own  merits,  but  had  proceeded  to 
eomment  with  severity  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Ck>mm)ssioners  in  nsjecting  the  chum. 
There  was  not  now  time  to  examine  their  de- 
cision, or  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  treaty  had  been  condaoted — he  would, 
therefore,  do  no  more  than  take  leave  to  deny 
the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  statements  which 
had  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  par- 
ticularly when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  and  the 
dednon  of  the  OommissionerB  nnder  it  had  been 
characterized  as  acts  of  nnparollelod  atrocity, 
and  unatoned  injustice.  He  thought  that  sen- 
tence of  conderaDation  had*  better  have  been 
withheld. 

Mr.  MoLaits,  of  Delaware,  said  he  concnrred 
with  the  gentiemon  from  Massachusetts,  who 
hod  just  tf&en  his  seat,  in  the  view  he  had  ex- 
pressed in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
ueman  fi^m  Georgia.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  material  improvement  in  the  bill.  The 
amount  dae  the  dairaant  might  possibly  be 
very  considerabla  bat  that  formed  no  reason 
why  the  bill  should  not  now  be  considered,  or 
why  the  amount  should  not  be  allowed.  If  the 
lateness  of  tiie  amount  was  to  have  any  weight 
at  all,  all  it  had  was  certaioly  on  the  aide  of 
the  diumaat.  Bnt  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  a  hilt  which  ndght  involve  the  payment 
of  so  large  an  amount,  should  pass  without 
Tnatnre  discussion,  both  in  the  committee  and 
out  of  the  committee.  The  amount  alone  was 
of  itself  sufficient  to  produce  opposition  to  the 
bill.  Bat  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  body 
as  this  House  should  examine  minutely  every 
claim  that  came  before  it.  It  must,  from  ne- 
cessity, pnt  great  faith  in  the  examinations 
made  by  its  Standing  Committees.  The  body 
was  too  unwieldy  to  go  into  such  minutiie ;  and 
the  present  case  did  but  renew  and  strength- 
en a  conviction  he  had  long  entertained,  and 
had  more  tlian  once  expressed,  of  the  pressing 
necessity  for  the  adoptim  of  some  oUier  ar- 
rangement, in  rdation  to  the  decinon  of  mivate 
claims.  As  they  were  now  diqmsed  oi,  there 
was  not  only  a  great  consumption  of  time, 
irliloh  oQ^t  to  be  devoted  to  the  pnblio  &m- 


[U.  or  B. 

cems  of  the  eountir,  but  unavoidable  daiwar 
of  doing  the  most  fli^raDt  injustice  to  daui- 
ants  themsdves.  The  committees,  he  knew, 
and  admitted,  did  the  duties  assigned  them, 
with  as  much  diligence  and  devotion  as  coula 
be  expected  from  any  men ;  but  the  difficulties 
were  such,  as  no  diligence  could  snrmoont. 
It  was  physicdly  impossible  for  them  to  exam- 
ine with  minuteness  one-lialf  the  documents 
submitted  to  them.  They  ^d  what  they  could ; 
but  the  result  was,  that  daims  were  eitiiec 
deferred  in  a  manner  that  amounted  practically 
to  a  denial  of  justice,  or  decided  on  such  im- 
perfect examination^  as  often  put  Justice  at  the 
greatest  hazard.  Thedoenmentaintiiepresait 
oaae  were  Tdnndnooa,  and  involved  tiie  mvesti* 
gation  of  a  great  number  and  variety  of  qoei- 
tims  of  the  greatest  moment.  Frun  what  at- 
tention  he  had  been  able  to  give  them,  he  waa 
persuaded  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Heads  was  we 
of  great  and  undeserved  hardship. 

Mr.  MoL.  tiien  stated,  that,  during  Mr. 
Meade's  residence  in  Spain,  the  Government  of 
that  comitry  became  indebted  to  him  for  sup- 
plies of  provisions  ftimished  them  during  the 
Constitutional  War  of  defence  against  the  in- 
vasion of  the  French ;  and  tliat,  on  the  return 
of  the  king,  Mr.  Meade  was  imprisoned  in  one 
of  the  oasUes  of  Cadiz  for  more  than  two  years, 
and  was  finally  released  by  the  interfi»enoe  <n 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  After 
his,  Mr.  M.*s  release,  a  eonrt  was  organbDed  In 
Spain,  which  fixed  the  amcmnt  due,  aai  the 
faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged  to  pay  it. 
Lands  in  the  Floridas  were  offered  Mr.  Meade 
in  payment,  but  onr  Government  being  then 
in  treaty  for  the  oessiim  of  the  ilraddas,  direct 
ty  intimated  to  Mr.  Meade  thdr  unwillingness 
to  consent  to  this  arrangement,  and  he  gave  it 
up,  with  assurances  from  our  Government,  that 
his  debt  should  be  assumed  and  paid  by  the 
United  States.  The  very  demand  itself  was 
Uquidated  under  the  auspices  of  the  Minister 
from  the  United  States.  The  Cortes  of  Spain 
oonridered  the  demand  of  Mr.  Meade  a  national 
debt ;  and  the  king  affirmed  it  as  such.  When 
the  treaty  was  abont  to  be  ratified  by  the  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  Meade  sent  a  memorial  to  the  Fred- 
dent,  in  which  the  ddmant  distlnctiy  requested 
that,  if  Government  could  not  give  him  assur- 
ances of  being  paid  in  foil,  that  his  cldm  should 
not  be  included,  and  that  he  woold  look  to 
Spain  for  his  indemnification.  The  treaty  was 
ratified,  with  the  entire  understanding  that  this 
claim  was  included.  When  the  Commisstonera 
under  the  treaty  were  appointed,  the  claim  was 

{>resented,  but  not  allowed ;  not  that  they  be- 
ieved  the  claim  was  not  good,  but  got  over 
this  large  amount,  npoa  some  want  of  docu- 
ments, entirely  out  of  tbepower  of  the  claim- 
ant tlien  to  pnxmre.  The  Minister  of  the 
United  States,  and  every  officer  of  Government 
within  the  scope  <rf  whose  duties  the  digfatest 
consideration  of  the  subject  came,  were  in 
favor  of  the  claim.  But  after  all  these  exer- 
tiima  whidi  Mr.  Meade  has  made,  and  all  the 
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Bsaoranoes  which  have  been  given  him,  he  has 
been,  year  after  year,  memorializing  Congress 
to  bear  him  on  the  sabject,  or  to  appoint  a  tri- 
bmul  for  that  pnrpose;  but  he  has  sued  in 
Tain.  Every  obstacle  has  been  thrown  in  his 
way ;  no  investigation,  beyond  a  hearing  before 
the  committee,  has  been  e^orded.  An  investi- 
ffation  is  all  he  now  asks ;  shall  this  be  denied 
him  f  Is  it  for  the  honor  of  our  country  to 
keep  one  of  its  valuable  citizens  so  lon^  in 
mspense  ?  Shall  we  waste  his  means,  his  tmie, 
hU  patience,  in  following  Congress  from  session 
to  session,  and  get  no  remedy  9  The  good  £aith 
of  tiie  nation  is  involved  in  the  question ;  and 
he^  Jb.  UoL.,  trusted  that  the  bill  woold  jiass. 
If  the  sum  was  due  ICr.  Ueade,  as  he  bekeved 
it  vaiL  he  ought  to  have  it.  The  amount  of 
the  owm  should  make  no  difiiu>«ice  in  the 
readiness  to  examine  it,  nor  the  willingness  to 
pay  it. 

Mr.  ErrrsBA.  said,  that  it  was  a  lamentable 
truth,  which  the  experience  of  every  year  oon- 
flnned,  that  ^e  claims  of  public  creditors  were 
■o  long  delayed,  and  were  attended  with  ex- 
penses so  euormons,  that  often,  when  a  favor- 
able judgment  was  pronounced,  it  came  too 
late  to  do  them  service.  That  Mr.  Ueade,  who 
was  one  of  his  most  valued  oonstitnents,  had 
been  attending  in  the  hall  for  dx  or  seven  suo- 
MBsive  aesnons,  and,  at  the  happy  momuit 
when  his  hearing  is  at  hand^  he  is  threatened 
with  longer  delays,  because,  it  is  stud,  his  claim 
has  not  been  examined  with  sufficient  attention 
by  the  members  of  the  House.  Rely  upon  it, 
nch  an  answer  will  as  little  justify  us,  as  it 
will  console  our  fellow-citizen,  who  has  so  long 
and  so  earnestly  claimed  a  hearing.  He  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  cir- 
onmstances ;  but  there  were  a  few  prominent 
foots  known  to  every  gentleman.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  was  indebted  to  Hr.  Meade  in  a 
very  large  sum  of  money,  found  by  the  tribunals 
di  the  nation  to  be  due,  and  sanctioned  by  a 
ro^  decree.  After  this,  we  formed  a  treaty 
vith  l^iain,  by  which  the  Floridas  were  ceded 
to  the  United  States  for  five  millions  of  dollars. 
By  the  11th  article  of  Uiat  1x«&ty,  we  discharge 
the  Spanish  Government  from  the  clahns  of 
our  citizens,  and  among  the  rest,  from  that  of 
Hr.  Meade.  A  tribunal  is  established  to  dis- 
tribute this  Aind  among  the  dumants  against 
Spain,  who  ore  to  receive  only  so  far  as  the 
fand  extended.  Mr.  £.  said  he  would  not 
inquire  into  the  fairness  of  placing  Mr.  Meade's 
claim  upon  no  better  footing  than  the  ordinary 
claims  for  spoliations — that  tribunal  is  limited 
in  point  of  duration.  That  Mr.  Headers  claim 
ia  embraced  in  the  treaty,  no  one  could  doubt. 
He  presents  himself  before  the  Commissioners 
Titn  the  Spanish  decree  as  the  evidence  of  the 
debt  He  is  told  that  will  not  do;  that  he 
must  rive  to  the  Commissioners  the  same  erl- 
dence  be  had  before  the  Spanish  tribunal.  Mr. 
E.  said  he  would  not  say  a  word  as  regarded 
the  propriety  of  this  decision.  It  however 
teqmred  of  the  applicant  that  whioh|  as  the 
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result  proved,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do. 
Efforts,  national  and  individual,  were  made  to 

Srocure  from  the  Spanish  Government  theae 
ocuments,  which  were  in  their  possession,  bat 
in  vain.  The  limitation  of  the  commission  is 
about  expiring,  and  the  Comndsnoners  finally 
distribute  the  fbnd  to  the  exclusion  of  Mr. 
Meade.  That  his  claim  was  good  for  Bome 
amount,  mi  that  it  was  rejected  because  the 
documents  were  not  within  his  control,  bat 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  ^anish  Govemmenti 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Is  it,  under  such  cir> 
cumatanoes,  ^lir  and  e^taUe  that  Tti.  Meade 
should  lose  his  debt  ?  We  have  discharged,  ^ 
an  act  of  sOTerdgn  authority,  his  original 
debtor.  Onf^  we  not  to  pay  I  If,  by  witJi- 
holding  documents,  Spain  has  violated 
treaty,  let  the  United  Sti^  look  to  I^Mun  to 
repair  the  injury  we  sustain ;  but  not  put  foiw 
ward  a  citizen  upon  his  private  re^xmubiUtj 
to  coerce  the  payment  of  money  upon  such  a 
ground.  By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  ad- 
mit no  particular  amount  due.  We  only  estate 
lish  a  tribunal  to  examine  and  decide,  and  that, 
too,  upon  principles  of  the  strictest  character, 
upon  matters .  which,  it  must  be  allowed,  we 
cannot.  This  is  not  a  claim  for  qxdiatioD!^ 
but,  as  he  believed,  a  fair  and  honest  deb^ 
ascertained  ih  character  and  amcflmt,  for  which 
the  ^tanish  Government  was  liable,  till  we 
transferred  Hhsi  liability  to  ourselves,  and 
which  he  thought  this  Government  could 
not  revise  to  discharge  without  disre^arcUng 
her  hidb  sense  of  justice  and  national  faith. 

M^.  Bkkohhb  asked  if  there  was  any  other 
evidence  in  support  of  the  clum  but  that 
which  was  received  from  the  Oommissiooeral 

ib.  FoBSTTH  replied,  that  the  bill  did  not 
propose  to  the  House  an  investigatim  of  this 
.case.   It  only  appointed  a  tryer. 

Hr.  Bbbcheb  rejoined  :  the  trea^  had  done 
this  before — it  appointed  a  Board  of  Tryers 
more  competent  tnan  the  Auditors  could  be 
supposed  to  be— they  had  r^ected  the  claim 
because  it  was  not  supported  by  evidmee.  If 
there  was  now  no  more  evidence  than  there 
had  been  befbre,  there  could  be  no  need  of  ap- 
pointing new  tryers. 

The  questitm  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Fob- 
fiTTH's  amendment,  ^>pointing  three  Auditors 
of  the  Treasury  to  examine  the  evidence,  and 
carried— ayes  72,  nays  40. 

Hr.  FoBSTtn  observed,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  list  of  six  claims,  all  which  were  rani- 
larly  situated  to  this  of  Headers,  all  resting  on 
evidence  to  be  furnished  by  Spain.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  involved  in  the  amendment  ot 
the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  was,  whether  this  one 
claim  ought  to  be  separated  from  all  the  rest, 
and  paid,  while  the  rest  were  neglected ! 

Mr.  LiViNoeTON  said,  that  this  exraiplified,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  utter  unfitness  and  in- 
ability of  Congress  to  become  judges  in  novate 
clums.  If  the  motion  now  made  should  pre- 
vail, the  evidence  furnished  will  be  in  the 
S^iah  language^  and  he  for  one,  would  Uke  to 
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be  present  when  the  claim  eame  to  he  dedded. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  Spuish  pi^>erR  sob- 
znitted,  fbr  iostauoe,  to  tiie  honorable  gentleman 
from  Temiesaee.  He  pre«mied  the  first  thing 
to  be  di(me  would  be  to  swear  an  interpreter. 
The  next  step  mast  be  to  send  for  witnesses  to 
prove  that  the  evidence  was  taken  according  to 
the  Spanish  law.  These  record^  according  to 
tiie  Spanish  style,  were  all  Tolominoos ;  he  pre- 
nimed  there  was  not  one  of  the  examinations 
that  wonid  not  occnpy  several  qaires  of  paper. 
Now,  without  going  further,  he  woald  asic  the 
gentieman  whether  the  olfdm  of  an  individual, 
Si  which  his  all  was  involved,  was  to  be  de- 
cided i}efore  snch  a  tribunal  as  this  House,  on 
snoh  evidence t  He  entered  now,  and  would, 
forever  enter,  las  protest  against  the  peiform- 
«noe  of  Jndidil  dnlieB  1^  such  a  body.  He 

!>rayed  gentlemen  not  to  throw  new  difltcnltles 
n  the  way  of  tUs  claimant:  he  thonght  the 
bill  already  interposed  difBcnlties  enongb. 

The  qneetion  being  then  taken,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Cooks  was  rejected. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  Hr.  Wioeliffb  re- 
qnired  the  yeas  end  nays,  out  a  sufficient  num- 
ber did  not  rise  to  authorize  them. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroesed 
for  a  third  reading  without  a  division. 


Wednkbdat,  Febroary  28. 
Srituh  Coionial  JViub. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Oolonial  Tnde 
Bin ;  and  the  qaestlon  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wxbstkk  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Ur.  Bassett  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  motion  was  negatived 
— ayes  66,  noes  81 :  and  the  House  then  con- 
curred in  adopting  the  amendmeutof  Mr,  "Wkb- 

BTER. 

Mr.  pHAECK  now  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  Honse  yesterday  rejected 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Mallast, 
which  was  {o  insert  tue  words  "  by  sea." 

On  tMa  question,  Hr.  BAnRnran  ooUed  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by 
tlie  House. 

*  Mr.  FoBsrm  remarked,  that  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  had  been  r^eoted  was 
very  large ;  that  a  ^stinct  proposition  to  defer 
that  vote  to  this  morning  had  been  made  and 
reftised.  He  wished  to  know  what  new  light 
ioA  arisen  to-day,  on  account  of  which  the 
House  was  asked  to  reconsider  a  deliberate 
vote,  on  a  proposition  fbily  understood.  He 
slioald  be  glad  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons 
stated  which  induced  gentlemen  to  ask  a  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  to  reconsider;  and  if  that  prevailed, 
would  also  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed 
hy  ane  gentleman  flram  Vermont,  so  as  to  con- 
fine the  opemtiona  <rf  the  bin,  as  was  done  by 
the  act  of  1880,  to  the  navigatioa  "by  nu^' 
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without  interfering  with  tiie  navigation  on  the 
lakes.  Bnt  he  dimild  vote  for  the  UIl  whether 
amended  or  not  He  felt  willing  to  aooede  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  not  only  as  it  would 
make  the  measure  more  accept^le  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  country,  but  l)ecause  he  hoped 
yet  to  see  the  embarrassments  which  now  rest 
on  our  trade  with  the  British  West  India  colo> 
niea,  amicably  removed  by  negotiation;  and  he 
was  unwilling  to  entangle  that  negotiation  in 
any  new  sol^ecta  of  collision  between  the  Gov- 
emments.  He  would  deal  out  measure  ftx 
measure:  whenever  the  British  interdicted  a 
trade  in  our  vessels,  he  wonld  interdict  the  cor- 
responding trade  in  their  vessels.  But  it  was  a 
matter  of  aerious  connderation,  whether,  in  tho 
onsets  we  should  go  one  step  farther,  and  strilce 
at  a  new  interest,  and  thereby  remove  the  proa- 
of  on  amicable  arrangement  atill  ftartfaor 
onr  view.  Hie  British  have  excluded  oar 
vessels  from  certain  colonial  ports :  in  return 
for  this  he  would  promptiy  follow  their  lead, 
and  exclude  their  vessels  when  coming  from 
places  interdicted  to  us.  For  the  present,  he 
was  wUling  not  to  carry  the  war  of  restrictions 
Airther  than  this ;  he  would  not  yet  extend  the 
interdict  to  a  trade  between  us  and  other  plaoea, 
from  which  we  are  not  in  like  manner  excluded. 
He  did  not  consider  it  a  safe  policy  to  invite 
Great  Britain  to  new  restrictions,  in  lieu  oi 
friendly  n^tiation.  The  bill  does  not  propose 
to  take  effiBot  tlU  after  the  80th  oi  next  Sep* 
tember^-abont  two  montha  befwe  the  season 
of  the  next  Congress :  and  we  shall  thai  have 
a  better  opportunity  to  detwmine  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  the  measures  which  we  may  now  adopt, 
as  well  as  what  the  ulterior  views  of  Great 
Britain  are,  and  can  legislate  accordingly.  The 
perplexing  question  might,  before  that  time,  be 
in  a  train  of  adjustment.  The  offers  on  our 
part  are  fair  and  honorable,  and  if  not  embar- 
rassed by  matters  calculated  rather  to  irritate 
than  heal  the  existing  difference,  the  Colonies 
themselves  would  feel  that  the  mother  country 
was  in  the  wrong,  if  she  did  not  accede  to  the 
lenient  and  liberal  policy  proposed  on  our  part. 
If  it  should  ^>pear,  hereafter,  tiiat  ell  hopes  of 
negotiatifm  are  at  an  end,  we  wonld  be  right 
then  to  assnme  a  new  attitude.  He  wonld,  in 
sach  an  event— when  we  resorted  to  a  war  of 
restrictions — not  only  bo  willing  to  strike  at 
the  indirect  trade  to  Europe,  which  oozes 
through  the  Canados,  and  which  is,  in  port,  sup- 
plied by  our  northern  frontier,  but  he  would 
strike  home  upon  the  manufactures  of  the  moth- 
er <joantry ;  he  wonld  aim  a  blow  at  the  direct 
European  trade  itself,  so  far  as  it  could  be  done 
without  interfering  with  treaty  stipulations. 
Ko  gentieman  on  this  floor  felt  a  deeper  solici- 
tude for  the  preservation  of  the  West  India  trade 
than  he  did.  He  came  from  a  community  whose 
fordgn  0(Hnmeroe  was  almost  ezdnsivuy  with 
the  West  In^es,  and  bis  anxiety  to  have  this 
trade  resnme  ita  wonted  channels,  waa  his  prin- 
cipal reason  fca  wishing  to  see  the  question  in 
relation  to  it  now  pending  between  us  and  the 
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Britidi  GoTeminent  kept  separate  and  distinct 
from  an;  new  cause  of  difference.  He  would 
meet  Great  Brittdn  on  this  point  with  firmness 
tmt  without  unnecessary  irritation :  he  would 
try  mild  measures  first ;  and  if  they  did  not 
lead  to  amicable  results,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
would  he,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambkelbmo)  be  pre- 
pared to  "  go  the  whole." 

If  we  adopt  the  ijropoaed  amendment  we 
place  our  West  India  interests  on  predsely  the 
same  footing  on  which  they  rested  under  the 
act  of  1820,  the  British  having,  prior  to  that 
time,  excluded  us,  as  they  now  have,  from  the 
direct  Izade.  Our  experience  on  this  subject 
should  not  be  disregarded.  That  act  had  well 
done  its  office;  it  brought  Great  Britain  to 
terms,  hut  it  did  not,  at  any  time,  touch  the 
Canada  trade.  The  words  "  by  sea"  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  this  bill  made  a  part  of 
that ;  indeed,  the  bill  before  us  is  substantially 
tiie  same  as  the  act  of  1830,  except  that  these 
words  had  been  here  omitted.  Under  the  op- 
eration of  the  act  of  1820,  when  the  Colonies 
were  obliged  to  take  our  supplies  through  neu- 
tral islands  in  their  neighborhood,  at  an  en- 
hanced price  to  the  plantera,  they  became  in- 
tensely aiudoiu  6x  the  direct  trade;  their 
clamors  fl^udly  aasnmed  so  deep  a  tone  that 
tiiey  were  hemrd  and  regarded  by  the  Uinistry 
at  home,  and  the  consequence  was,  the  <^pening 
of  the  interdicted  ports  to  our  vessels.  The 
question  now  is,  sbdll  we  adhere  to  the  policy 
of  1820,  which  proved  effectual  then,  or  shall 
we  bring  a  new  point  into  the  controversy,  by 
striking  at  that  portion  of  the  European  trade 
which  u  carried  on  through  the  Canados,  so  far 
as  it  is  supplied  by  articles  tranamitted  to  those 
provinces  through  our  own  frontiers!  This 
question  is  one  of  more  embarrassment  than  at 
first  meets  .the  eye.  Gentlemen  are  laboring 
under  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  articles 
which  we  fhmish  the  Oanadaa,  find  their  way, 
to  any  conriderable  amoimt,  to  the  West  India 
markets,  throngh  the  (nrenitous  ronte  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  if  they  would  attentively 
examine  the  able  report  presented  to  us  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  they  would  see  the 
&llaoy  of  that  supposition.  The  mass  of  what 
Ihe  Canadians  purchase  from  us  is  eithw  con- 
sumed by  themselves,  or  sent  to  Liverpool,  and 
hat  a  trifling  part  of  the  whole  finds  its  way  to 
the  West  Indies.  He  felt  nnwilling,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  to  fatigue  the  House 
by  a  recapitulation  of  statistical  tables,  or  a  bar- 
ren calculation  in  figures ;  but  he  based  him- 
self on  official  documents  for  the  accuracy  of 
what  he  had  said  on  the  Canada  trade.  The 
whole  anumnt  of  ejtports  to  Canada,  dnring  the 
last  yrar,  are  valued  at  imwaida  of  (1,800,000; 
of  this  large  mm  but  aoont  ^9,000  was  the 
value  of  the  wheat  and  fiour  which  Canada  re- 
ceived from  ns,  and  those  articles,  he  admitted, 
might  go  into  the  assorted  cargoes  for  the  W^ 
In£a  market  The  lumber  amounted  to  about 
$127,000,  bat  the  great  balk  of  this  went  to 
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Europe  in  lumber  ships,  which  are  oonstanUx 
fioating  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  when  the  nav- 
igation is  unobstructed  by  ice.  The  heaviest 
article  furnished  from  our  frontiers  ia  potash ; 
but  it  is  notorious  that  this  ia  exdorive^  fw 
the  Liverpool  trade.  The  other  articles  which 
we  send  to  Canada  are  almost  all  consomed 
there,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  tbem. 
They  are  fresh  provisions,  and  butter  and  cheese^ 
for  the  Montreal  and  Quebec  markets ;  leather 
and  leather  shoes,  manufactured  tobacco,  Amer- 
ican oott<ai  goo^— yes,  sii^  onr  cotton  fobria^ 
under  the  nisting  taim^  find  their  waar  there^ 
and  oomp^  with  the  manofoctures  of  the  Brit- 
ish on  their  own  soU.  Salt  is  also  a  heavy  arti- 
cle ;  Upper  Canada  ia  almost  ezclnfflvely  sup- 
plied with  it  from  the  salt  works  of  New  York; 
but  no  one  ever  dreamed  of  its  bein^  sent  down 
the  St  Lawrence  to  such  a  market  m  the  West 
Indies :  it  would  be  like  sending  coals  to  New 
Castle ;  scythes,  axes,  and  the  other  implements 
of  husbandry,  which  are  furnished  by  our  me- 
chanics, to  the  fanners  of  Canada.  Such  are 
our  exports  to  that  country.  The  geographical 
porition  of  the  Canadas  will  always  prevent 
their  supplying  the  West  India  markets  to  any 
considerable  extent  The  islands  can  purchase 
our  producto  fron  a  neutral  d^wt,  on  more 
advantageous  terms  than  they  can  be  furnished 

S'  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Cargoes  intend- 
for  the  West  Indies  are  generally  of  a  per- 
ishable nature ;  the  supplies  of  provisions  &t  a 
tropical  market  must  be  fninisned  freqnoktly, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  in  moderate  quan- 
tities. If  they  accumulate  for  six  months  in 
the  year,  most  of  them  will  become  deterio- 
rated. The  St.  Lawrence  is  bridged  by  ice  for 
more  than  six  months  on  on  average  \  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  but  one  long  voyage  can  be 
mfule  in  a  year  from  Quebec  to  the  West  Indies 
— ^whereas,  from  the  Atlantic  States  we  make 
four  or  five  short  voyages.  And  it  is  an  unde- 
niable fact,  thal^  although  -  we  have  had  to  en- 
counter heavy  discriminating  9atim  at  the  Bii^ 
ish  West  India  ports,  Stem  which  vessels  from 
Quebec  wwe  exempt,  yet  they  never  oould  com- 
pete wi^  us  8ucoe£»fally  in  that  The 
disadvantages  of  positioa  which  the  Quebec 
merchants  labored  under  were  greater  draw- 
backs upon  tiiem  than  the  discrimin^ing  duties 
were  upon  us.  Nay,  further :  When  onr  ves- 
sels were  excluded  entirely,  as  they  now  are, 
from  the  British  West  IncUes,  and  we  were 
driven  to  the  neutral  ports,  the  British  colonial 
planters  could  supply  themselves,  and  did  sup- 
ply themselves,  with  our  produce  from  the  neu- 
tral islands.  Canada  could  not  then  supply  the 
West  India  market ;  and  from  diia  it  may  safely 
be  inferred  that  Canada  cannot  now  nipply  that 
market :  our  experience  on  this  Bnl|ject  Is  wcoth 
an  the  theories  with  which  gentlemen  can  ftir- 
nish  us,  however  ingeniously  presented.  Fftm 
the  range  taken  in  debate,  one  would  be  ^  to 
suppose  that  we  were  now  colled  upon  to  pass 
a  nonimportation  law,  or  a  ntm-exportatioa 
act,  as  waa  our  former  embai^;  and  hence^ 
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the  orgnment  tliat  snoh  a  lav  ahoiiM  nftend  to 
the  frontiera  aa  well  as  to  the  Atlantio.  Noth- 
ing can  be  more  erroneous  than  this.  We  are 
called  npon  to  pass  a  navigation  act  merely,  in 
regard  to  certain  colonic  ports :  and  hence, 
the  impropriety  of  connecting  with  snch  a 
measure  what  must  amount,  if  persisted  in,  to 
a  non-interconrse  on  the  lioea,  and  an  inter- 
ference with  a  trade  not  neceasarilj,  or  prinoi- 
^Ij  connected  with  the  West  India  ports. 
We  should  be  caatioos  not  to  enlarge  the  cora- 
merciol  controverBj,  already  snffimeDtly  wide 
between  the  two  conotries.  He  preferred,  for 
tiie  present,  to  repose,  aa  we  formerly  did,  upon 
Hie  polU^^  of  1620 — ezclode  the  vessets  of  our 
lirau  as  they  exchide  ns,  and  not  by  grasping 
at  more,  ran  the  risk  of  eventnaUy  and  perma- 
nently losing  the  whole,  Kotwitbstaading  this 
ohnozions  Order  in  Council,  we  expect,  as  the 
committee  tell  tts,  in  their  report,  to  sapply 
the  British  West  India  colonies  with  onr  pro- 
dncts  as  we  did  under  the  act  of  1820 — if  they 
are  willing  to  take  them — through  neutml 
ports,  and  receive  their  produce  through  the 
same  channels.  The  trade,  by  this  new  order 
of  things,  becomes  circuitous  instead  of  being 
direct ;  bot  stiU  it  would  afford  a  vent  for  a 
part  of  our  surplus,  and  is  worth  preserving. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  oar  frontier  county  can 
also  dispose  of  their  autploa  through  neutrals, 
if  the  Canada  trade  is  mterdioted.  It  would 
eost  more  to  bring  the  prodaee  from  many 
parts  of  that  frontier  to  the  City  of  New  York, 
or  any  other  Atlantio  port,  than  It  would  to 
transport  the  same  article  from  New  York  to 
LiverouoL  The  amount  of  oor  exports  to  the 
British  West  Indies,  was  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually,  and  the  Canada  trade 
was  over  1,600,000  dollars,  a  sum  nearly  equal 
to  that  which  is  affected  by  the  British  Orders 
in  Council. 

If,  however,  it  should  he  thought  expedient 
to  extend  the  restrictions  at  the  present  time, 
to  the  Canada  trade,  it  would  require  very  dif- 
ferent proririons  firom  those  contained  in  this 
bill  to  enforce  the  interdict  on  onr  extensive 
frontier.  This  bill  would  be  inoperative  there. 
The  temptation  for  smn^ling  would  prove  too 
atoong  to  be  resisted  by  such  feeble  barriers  as 
are  here  presented.  We  know  how  this  was 
during  our  former  restrictive  system,  and  we 
ahould  not  shut  our  eyes  on  the  admonitions  of 
experience.  Men  of  desperate  fortunes  and 
more  desperate  character,  would  bo  attracted 
to  the  frontiers,  the  moment  an  opportunity 
offered  for  the  employment  of  their  guilty  tal- 
ents. This  demonilizing  result  was  to  be  dep- 
recated and  avoided  as  long  as  possible.  The 
mass  of  corrupt  materials  it'hich  had  gathered 
on  the  frontiers  during  ttie  former  embargo,  and 
set  at  defiance  the  civil  and  military  force  of 
the  country,  was  now  scattered  and  had  been 
replaced  by  a  sound  and  healthy  population. 
It  requires  very  different  provinona  to  enforce 
an  interdict  on  an  inland  fr(mtier,  from  what 
are  sufficient  to  exclude  fiortign  vesiels  from 
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the  Atlantio  coast  Should  we  find  it  necea- 
aary  again  to  resort  to  restrictive  measures  on 
the  frontiers,  we  should  enact  a  law  that  would 
be  prompt  and  effectual:  one  that  should  ba 
armed  with  severe  penalties,  and  rigidly  en- 
forced by  numerous  and  vigilant  officers.  When 
a  crisis  in  our  commercial  affairs  demanded 
such  a  measure,  Ur.  I.  said,  it  should  receive 
his  humble,  though  cordial  support. 

Ur.  Stobks  said  that  the  only  effect  of  re- 
fusing the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Mixlabt,)  was  to  interdict  the 
trade  between  the  northern  States  and  the 
British  Colonies  on  our  northern  frontiers. 
This  trade,  Mr.  S.  said,  is  not  affected  by  the 
spirit  of  our  late  navigatifxi  laws.  It  has  beoi 
open  under  all  of  taon.  On  a  qneetint  that 
related  only  to  the  IntereitB  of  onr  diip  ownerB^ 
in  the  freight  between  our  porta  and  the  Brit^ 
ish  West  India  islands,  we  should  not  go  out  d 
our  way  to  interdict  a  trade  which  he  thought 
was  not  within  the  genend  policy  of  the  meaa* 
ure  before  the  House,  The  oljeot  of  the  bill 
is  to  secure  to  our  navigating  interest  a  fair 
share  and  equal  advantage  of  competition  in 
the  trade  wiui  the  West  Indies.  We  are  to  say 
whether  this  Colonial  trade  shall  continue  to  be 
carried  on  in  British  vesseU,  exclusively,  after 
the  Order  in  Council,  under  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  182S,  has  excluded  American^  ship 
owners  from  aU  partii^patiMi  in  it.  It  is  ad- 
mitted, on  all  hands,  that  the  trade  itself  is  val- 
uable to  both  countries.  The  Colonies  and  the 
West  India  interest  in  England  are  as  deeply 
interested  to  continue  it  as  we  are.  No  one 
pretends  that  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  ex- 
dude  their  productions  from  our  markets,  or 
withhold  our  own  bom  theirs,  if  it  is  not  to  be 
done  at  the  sacrifice  of  our  shipping  interest  to 
a  foreign  monopoly;  and  so  &r  as  the  mere 
exchange  of  producte  is  concerned,  it  is  the 
professed  object  of  both  countries  to  continue 
the  trade  itself.  We  now  propose,  and  very 
properly,  to  secure  to  our  own  ships  at  least  a 
Mr  shore  of  the  freight  of  onr  proancticma  and 
what  we  take  from  uem,  or  to  endnde  Kitish 
ahipa  from  it.  Now,  sir,  the  trade  across  onr 
inland  frontier  and  the  Likes,  with  Oani^  has 
no  connection  with  the  differences  which  have 
brought  this  measure  before  us ;  and  the  effect 
of  closing  it  is  only  to  infiict  on  those  interested 
in  it,  in  several  of  the  northern  States,  the  evils 
of  an  interdiction,  without  any  benefit  to  either 
party.  The  policy  of  our  navigation  laws  haa 
only  been  to  interdict  trade  in  British  vessels, 
by  sea,  to  ports  from  which  our  own  ships  are 
excluded  by  Great  Britain.  The  northern  trade 
with  Canada  has  been  open  under  all  these 
laws,  and  no  one  has  ever  thought,  befon  now, 
of  shutting  that  trade  up,  to  coerce  Great  Brit- 
ain to  admit  American  vessels  into  her  West 
India  ports.  The  only  reason  now  offered  for 
extending  an  interdiction  to  this  trade  is,  that 
the  products  of  the  frontier  countries  of  some 
ot  the  States  may  possibly  find  their  way  ix>  tiie 
British  West  India  islands,  through  the  Cao- 
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Adas ;  and  we  have  been  aaked  whj  the  acts  of 
Parliament  and  Order  in  Oonncil  hare  left  that 
toade  open,  onless  G^reat  Britain  expects  to  enp- 
plf  them  with  American  products  through  the 
northern  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  f  It  is 
certain  that  she  could  not  do  this  profitablj, 
from  1820  to  1622,  while  the  interdiction  was 
sahstantially  in  force  in  the  Atlantic  ports. 

Mr.  Mallaet  spoke  in  reply.  The  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  had  insisted,  that  if  the 
bill  passed,  it  ought  to  exclude  the  trade  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada,  and  one  argument 
he  had  advanced,  was  derived  from  the  consti- 
tution. He  was  aware  of  the  gentleman's 
standing  and  leeal  repntation,  and  was  ready 
to  oonfeas  that  ue  gentleman  was  &r  superior 
to  himself;  bat,  leuned  and  able  a?  he  was, 
m  the  present  occasion  be  was  mistaken.  The 
genlleman  bojs  that  no  preference  is  to  be 
hf  aaj  regulation  of  commerce  to  the 
waia  of  one  State  over  those  of  another.  He 
did  not  object  to  this  principle,  bat  was  it  not 
then  plain,  that,  according  to  that  article  of  the 
ooostitntion,  no  one  particular  section  of  the 
Union  might,  by  any  regnlation  of  commerce, 
be  deprived  of  a  branch  of  trade,  while  iha  rest 
of  the  Union  was  soflFered  to  enjoy  it !  If  the 
rule  was  good,  it  ought  to  work  both  ways. 
The  coun^  on  the  frontier  now  enjoys  the 
beneSt  of  the  Canadian  trade  to  Europe.  It 
was  only  through  the  Canadas  that  their  heavy 
articles  codd  reach  the  Enropeau  ports.  Now, 

Congress  dioold  deprive  uiem  of  tlds  trade, 
while  it  continued  to  oe  enjoyed  by  the  Atian- 
tic  ports,  would  it  not,  on  the  gentleman's  own 
principle,  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion ?  How  mniit  the  bill  operate  ?  Unless  the 
amendment  is  introduced,  it  cuts  up  the  whole 
of  the  Canadian  trade,  both  Colonial  and  Eu' 
ropean ;  but  it  leaves  to  the  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic all  the  trade  they  now  have,  saving  only 
tiiat  branch  of  it  which  is  carried  on  with  the 
British  West  India  islands.  This  is  not  treat- 
ing different  sections  of  country  alike.  Its  ef- 
fect is  manifestly  unjnst.  It  destroys  the  whole 
trade  of  the  interior,  because  a  small  ^rtion 
of  that  trade  hwipenB  to  be  connected  with  Ihe 
anlijeot  of  the  bilh  It  annihilates  the  trade  of 
an  important  portion  of  the  coontrj  merely  to 
^ve  a  preference  to  American  bottoms  in  Ihe 
trade  with  the  West  Indies.  There  is  but  two 
millions  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with  those 
islands,  and  that  whole  amount  may  still  be 
carried  on  at  a  Email  inconvenience,  throogh 
neutral  ports. 

At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  hill  which 
had  passed  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject  was 
received;  when 

Hr.  TouLiNBOK  remarked  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session  on  which  bills  could  be 
sent  from  this  House  to  the  Senate.  A  bill,  he 
aaidf  having  been  just  received  from  that  body, 
relating  to  the  soUect  now  under  oonndentifm, 
which  woold  enable  this  House,  according  to 
the  existing  Joint  mle,  to  act  on  the  sn^ect 
now  before  it,  either  on  to-morrow  or  next 
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day,  he  f^  U  to  be  his  dnty  to  make  a  motioo 
which  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  consider 
and  pass  several  bills  of  great  importance,  now 
pending  before  the  Honse,  and  to  send  emik 
bills  to  the  other  Honse,  to  be  acted  upon  dIU^ 
ing  the  present  session.  He  then  moved  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  be  hid  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  be  taken  up  to-morrow. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  UD  was  ac- 
cordingly laid  on  the  table. 

The  1^1  from  the  Senate  wsa  flienreadat 
tiie  clerk's  table ;  when 

Hr.  ToMUNSoN  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Commerce. 

Hr.  L1TIKO8TOH  moved  it  to  be  reAmd  to  a 
Canmittee  of  the  whole  House  00.  the  state  of 
the  Union.  After  boom  conTwaation  bc^eot 
Hessrs.  Touinbov  and  Toimttb,  <m  motifm  of 
the  latter,  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table  (ayes 
71,  noes  62)  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  military  appropriation  bill  having  been 
received  from  the  Senate,  with  amcnmnents 
striking  out  the  proviso  adopted  by  this  House, 
and  which  restricted  the  payment  of  double  ra- 
tions to  officers  "commanding  garrisons  and 
military  posts ; " 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  with  this 
amendment  of  the  Se^te. 

On  this  question,  a  debate  of  some  extoit 
took  place,  (inrtdvinft  substantially,  the  same 
principle  as  that  whids  arose  when  uie  provi^ 
ion  was  inserted,)  and  in  which  Hessrs.  Cocn, 
WKBsmt,  BsxRT,  Dratton,  Woon  tif  New 
York,  FoBSTtH,  and  Hitohbix  of  Tennessee, 
took  part. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  on  motion  of 
Hr.  CooEx,  was  taken  b^  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  tiie  negative. 

So  the  amoadmait  of  the  Senate  was  not 

agreed  to. 

[On  the  following  day,  the  House  receded 
from  its  disagreon^t] 


TmrnsDAT,  Harch  1. 
Indiana  Canal. 

Hr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  from  tiie  Committee  on 
Boads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  locate  and  make  a  canal  therein 
named,  reported  the  same  without  amendment 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
and  it  was  read  a  third  lime  aooturding^,  aiM 
passed. 

The  ITMiy—Ship  Timber. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Hr.  SpSAOinc 
in  the  chiur,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  grad- 
ual increase  and  improvement  of  the  Kav^ 

Hr.  Storks  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naral  ASMn)  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  that 
section  which  refers  to  the  preservation  of  val- 
uable ship  timber,  after  the  words  **HTe  oak," 
inserting  the  wwds  "or  (rther  timbeor;" 
which  was  agreed  to. 
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ITaeal  Academy. 

JS-T,  Eabtuah  moved  to  strike  out  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  bill,  (which  provides  for  a 
Kaval  Academy.) 

Hr.  'WioKLiETB  advocated  tliis  motion,  and 
insisted  that  the  proposed  school  was  mmeces- 
aary ;  bnt  if  it  most  be  erected,  farther  leave 
should  be  allowed  to  digest  mles  and  regula- 
tions for  it 

Mr.  BcoimrAir  replied,  and  defended  the 
measure,  which  he  aigaed  to  be  &  ^reat  public 
good  aa  adding  B(uenoe  to  tiie  praotioal  luwwl- 
edge  of  oar  naval  officers. 

Mr.  Kbkhrb  supported  the  amendment.  It 
was  opposed  at  great  length  by 

Mr.  I)ba.tton,  who  d^ended  the  valae  and 
Importance  of  such  a  seminary. 

Mr.  BcBOEs  wished  &rther  information  be- 
fore he  coald  vote  in  favor  of  this  feature  of 
the  bill.  He  opposed  the  idea  of  any  otiier  in- 
Btmction  as  a  salwtitnta  for  that  whloh  is  g^- 
ed  at  sea. 

Mr.  Weeieb  said,  the  gentleman  fW)m  Een- 
tocky  Qir.  Wioeuffe)  was  opposed  to  this 
school,  beoanse  "  the  Aoademy  at  West  Point 
had  been  so  managed,  in  his  opinion,  as  to  be 
altogether  a  matter  of  patron^e,  waA.  that  it 
was  so  far  from  benefitmg  the  sons  of  poor 
men,  that  he  had  known  one  member  of  Con- 
gress to  have  three  sons  educated  there ;  ergo^ 
Ee  would  not  vote  for  another  estatdishment  of 
the  sort,  no  matter  by  what  name  it  shonld  be 
called."  He  would  ask  that  gentleman,  and 
the  committee,  if  sach  were  the  facts,  whether' 
the  faolt  was  not  with  Congress,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  enact  such  roles  and  r^i;ulations  as 
ought  to  govern  that  institution,  ^e  honora- 
ble member  from  Rhode  Island  as  well  as  other 
gentlemen  opposed  to  a  Naval  School,  appeared 
to  forget  that  warrants  were  (and  very  prop- 
erly) granted  to  youths  at  a  very  «arly  and 
tender  age,  before  they  can  (even  if  tiiey  are 
the  sons  <a  rich  and  wealthy  parents,  able  to 
bear  the  ezpense)  obt^n  a  suitable  edncatioo 
to  render  them  as  nsefhl  and  respectable  as 
they  mi^t  and  ought  to  he  tiirough  life.  He 
presum^  no  one  would  deny  the  benefit,  as 
well  as  gratification,  resulting  fh>m  a  scientific 
edacation,  not  oflien  to  be  obtained  on  board  of 
ship,  but  contemplated  to  be  afforded  to  all  at 
this  Naval  School.  Agun,  he  would  remind 
the  committee  of  the  very  great  advanta^  that 
would  result  from  having  such  an  institution 
near  at  hand,  to  which  the  Secretary  might  di- 
rect young  officers,  when  in  port,  to  go,  for  im- 
IwoTement,  instead  of  granting  mrloughs  indis- 
criminately, as  now  done,  obIi{^  them  to 
qiend  moat  wastefnlly,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
often  most  destructively,  if  not  dishonorably, 
their  pittance  of  half  pay. 

Hr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  having  also  re- 
plied, 

The  queaiion  was  taken  on  stiildng  oat|  and 
carried,  ayes  71,  noes  65. 
The  committee  then  rose. 


m 
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In  the  House,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  Kaval  BilL 
were  taken  up  in  order,  and  severally  agreed 
to,  nntil  the  House  came  to  that  which  strikes 
out  the  section  providing  for  a  Naval  School. 
On  the  question  of  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment, Mr.  Wezus  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayi^ 
which  were  ordered  by  the  House*. 

Mr.  Hoffman  stated  his  views  briefly  in  op- 
position to  such  an  institution,  and  in  favor  of 
concurrence  in  the  vote  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Stobbs  replied,  denying  that  the  subject 
was  novel,  and  insisting  that  the  snljectwas  at 
least  seven,  if  not  twelve  years  old.  This  very 
biU,  he  siud,  had  lain  for  fifteen  months  on  the 
table.  He  went  into  a  full  exposition  of  the 
plan,  which  he  earnestly  defended. 

Mr.  Sawteb  said  the  estimate  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  Navy,  will  present  an  aggregate  of 
upwards  of  three  millions,  which  islialf  a  mil- 
lion more  than  last  year ;  it  was  then  $2,626,613, 
although  the  half  million  allowed  out  of  that 
sum,  ior  the  gradual  increase,  was  not  then 
called  for,  the  law  having  expired.  But  to  pro- 
mote these  maxims  of  economy,  we  are  called 
upon  to  eztoid  the  term  for  tlie  gradual"  in- 
crease, and  contrive  stmie  way  to  economize 
this  half  milUon  annually  oat  of  tke  Treasury. 
Three  schemes  are  dev^ed :  one,  to  buy  more 
timber  and  lay  up  to  season;  another,  to  con% 
Btract  docks ;  ana  a  third,  to  lay  the  foaoda-^V' 
tion  for  a  School  of  Naval  Edacation. 

We  have  a  Navy  of  12  ships  of  the  line,  20 
frigates,  and  sloops  in  proportion,  besides  sev- 
eral of  each  class,  on  the  stocks ;  and,  although 
our  revenue  falls  short  more  than  a  million  this 
year,  and  the  time  has  expired  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  Navy,  yet  as  economy  must  be 
consulted,  we  must  build  docks,  out  down  trees, 
and  even  establish  a  Naval  School.  As  I  do 
not  anderatand  this  kind  of  economy,  I  shall 
not  agree  to  do  dther.  I  am  wUHw  to  let  tin 
trees  grow  longer,  and  to  let  our  offioers  learn 
naval  taotios  at  sea.  While  other  nations  are 
dismantiing,  or  placing  their  navies  on  a  peace 
establishment  I  think  we  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  present  number  of  our  ships,  until  we 
see  some  signs  for  the  actual  nse  of  them.  Foe 
all  purposes  of  exhibition  or  parade,  for  the 
gratification  of  national  vanity,  I  think  the  ex- 
penditure of  upwards  of  three  millions  ought  to 
suffice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Stobbs) 
has  just  told  us,  this  school,  with  its  nine  pro- 
fessors, is  to  cost  ns  hot  |7,000  a  year.  Bnt^ 
has  the  gentieman  taken  into  the  calculation  the 
purchase  of  ground  and  buildiuM  for  the  loca- 
tion. But  taxing  it  tax  granted  that  it  will  cost 
only  that  sum,  that  small  snm  may  prove  a 
canker  in  the  body  politic.  Itwilltendtocormpt 
the  whole  mass  of  the  nation.  We  see  the  ef- 
fects which  are  produced  by  our  Military  Acad- 
emy ;  the  annual  proselytes  which  it  adds  to 
the  Administration :  but  when  this  vast  source 
of  promotion  and  patronage  is  added,  when 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  admiapibl«^  we 
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can  readily  jndge  what  a  powerful  engiae  it  may- 
prove  in  favor  of  the  Government.  The  tempta- 
tion to  gwn  admission  there  will  be  irresistible. 
It  will  pervade  every  quarter  of  the  Union.  The 
dull  pursuits  of  civil  life  will  be  abandoned ; 
labor  will  be  shunned  as  ignominious,  and  a 
general  rush  will  be  made  by  the  faiffher  class 
of  our  populfitioQ.  for  th«  wide-opeoea  doors  of 
this  adftool.  This  must  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
dace  degeneracy  and  corraption  the  public 
morality,  and  change  our  simple  Republican 
habits. 

Kr.  Bbadlbt  followed  on  the  same  side.  He 
had  understood,  irom  authority  upon  which  he 
placed  the  most  perfect  reliance,  that  it  re- 
quired seven  years^  service  to  make  a  prime  sea- 
man. The  present  mode  of  educating  midship- 
men, was  to  instruct  them  in  navigation  during 
Toyages,  between  decks,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  were  acquiring  the  habits  of  a  sailor's  life, 
and  learning  the  p^ts  and  management  of  a  ship 
both  in  calms  and  tempests.  He  put  it  then,  by 
way  of  inquiry,  how  the  public  interest  could 
be  snbserred  by  giving  them  a  prcporatoiy  ed- 
ocation  on  shore,  when  so  muim  time  must  bo 
afterwards  consiuned  before  liiey  could  be  per- 
fect in  their  doty. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Kew  Tork,  in  answer,  stated 
a  variety  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  British  Kavy 
jmd  its  Marine  school,  to  show  Uie  advantages 
.^whidi  might  be  expected  from  a  school  of  utis 
sort. 

Mr.  GocES  said  a  few  words  in  answer,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  the  American 
naval  officers  were  not  inferior,  in  any  respect, 
to  the  British,  though  we  have  hitherto  had  no 
Kaval  School. 

Mr.  Wood  explained,  and  denied  having 
made  or  meant  any  such  assertion. 

Mr.  Ebkhkb  noke  in  oppontion  to  tiie  sohodf 
IS  intended  to  morease  the  patronaoe  of  the 
Ezeentive,  and  eakulated  to  u^are  the  morals 
of  the  yoimg  men  who  might  enter  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  striking  out  the  part  of  the  bill  which 
relates  to  a  Naval  Bcbool,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative—yeas  86,  nays  78, 

So  that  part  of  the  bill  was  itrack  onL 


FmnAT,  March  2. 
Britiih  Colonial  Trade, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToiiLnteoN,  all  the  orders 
which  preceded  the  Cohmial  Trade  Bill  were 
dinensed  with;  and  the  Hoose  took  up  the 
bill  as  received  from  the  Senate. 

1&.  ToKLiHSON  proceeded  to  state  the  sab- 
stanoe  of  the  bill,  and  to  explain  tlie  operation 
and  effect  of  the  amendment.  The  nrst  sec- 
tion, he  said,  proposed  to  abolish  the  dis- 
mminating  duties  which  are  imposed  by  ocr 
laws,  on  British  vessels  and  their  cargoes^  &r- 
ri^ing  in  the  United  States  from  the  Bntish 
oolonial  porU^  after  the  81st  of  December  next  i 


the  second  suspended  until  that  day,  the  acta 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818;  the 
16th  of  May,  1820;  and  the  1st  of  March,  183S; 
and  the  third  section  authorized  the  President 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring  that  the 
acts  snspeoded  by  the  second  section  are  re- 
pealed, If  he  should,  at  any  time,  before  the 
81st  of  December  nex^  receive  sati^actoiy 
evidence  that  the  prohibiUon  of  oonumerml 
intercourse,  by  the  British  Order  in  Conndl 
of  July  laati'nad  ceased,  and  that  no  diserim- 
iaating  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost  ore  imposed 
in  the  ports  enamerated  in  the  first  section  at 
the  bil^  on  the  vessels  or  produce  of  the  United 
States  arriving  in  such  ports.  If,  therefore^ 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  should  become  a  law, 
and  no  arrangements  should  be  made  between 
the  two  Governments  before  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember next,  British  vessels  would,  after  that 
time,  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  British  colonies,  paying  no 
discriminating  duties  whatever,  eiUicr  on  thdr 
tonnage  or  cargoes,  while  vessels  of  the  United 
States  woold  m  absolutely  exdnded  from  the 
British  West  Indies  and  dl  the  other  colonies 
named  in  the  Order  In  CooncH,  except  the  om- 
tinental  rolonies  in  ITorth  America;  and  in 
the  ports  of  thft  latter  colonies,  American  ves- 
sels would  be  required  to  pay  on  their  tonnage 
and  cargoes,  the  discriminating  duties  which 
had  been  continued  by  that  order.  Such  a 
state  of  the  trade  would  result  from  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  unless  some  measure  shoulu  be 
adopted  by  our  Government  to  prevent  it,  be- 
fore or  at  the  period  mentioned. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  act  of  1823  being  sos- 
pended  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  ^fore 
the  House,  British  vessels  would  not  only 
rater  onr  ports  directly  from  the  British  colo- 
nies, but  would  be  allowed  to  deport  thence, 
laden  with  onr  produce,  to  any  part  of  the 
world.  Xbey  might  even  clear  directly  for 
Cuba,  or  any  other  West  India  island,  or  clear- 
ing for  the  British  colonies,  being  in  cMise- 
quence  of  the  suspension  of  that  act,  no  longer 
obliged  to  give  bonds  to  land  their  cargoes  in 
a  British  colonial  port,  they  might  engage  in 
carrying,  as  they  would  be  allowed  to  cany, 
our  own  produce  to  any  market. 

Kow,  sir,  said  Mr,  T.,  is  it  not  f^parcnt  to 
every  mind,  and  can  it  be  denied  or  doubted, 
that  this  state  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  British  colonies  and  the  United 
States,  will  be  decidedly  disadvantageous  to  oar 
navigation,  besides  iplacing  this  nation  before 
the  world,  in  tiie  attitude  of  humiliation  t  To 
permit  it  would  be  to  abandon  entirely  the 
ground  which  this  conntir  had  unifunnty 
maintained,  in  its  commercial  relations  and  in- 
tercourse with  all  nations.  It  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  which  hod  govern- 
ed our  councils  from  tne  organization  of  mir 
Government.  For  himsdf  he  was  free  to  say 
that  he  would  not  yield  his  assent  to  a  measure 
which  involved  suoh  consequences.  Such  a 
state  of  things  ought  not  to  exi^  In  Ida  o[ntt- 
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ion,  8  due  rwurd  to  the  honor  of  the  ooontry 
forb&de  it.  The  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation 
he  would  muntain.  However  anxious  he 
might  be  that  the  two  Govemments  should  make 
a  friendly  and  satisfactory  arrangement,  in 
respect  to  a  subject  which  had  so  long  been 
in  negotiation,  he  was,  bj  no  means,  prepared 
to  gire  his  consent  to  an  act,  which,  in  the 
event  of  no  arrangement  being  made,  would 
leave  British  shipping  in  possesion  of  the 
whole  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  and 
to  give  to  it  a  most  manifest  advantage  in  the 
continental  ports,  while  it  left  our  own  naviga- 
tion pressed  hj  all  the  embarrassments  and 
restriotiona  to  which  it  was  now  sol^eoted  hj 
British  laws.  If  this  bill  should  beocme  a  law, 
he  thon^t  its  tendenoy  wimkl  be  to  procrasti- 
nate, rather  than  to  fadlitate  on  arrangement 
between  the  two  Governments. 

He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
aoj  measure,  which  did  not  establish  an  ulti- 
mo exclusion  from  our  ports,  of  British  ships 
coming  from  the  colonies,  in  case  Great  Britam 
should  continue  the  proriaons  of  her  Order  in 
OonnciL  If  that  order  should  not  be  annulled, 
he  deemed  an  interdict  of  all  intercourse  with 
the  British  colonies  indispensable,  and  he 
entertained  the  decided  opiaton  that  the  inter- 
dict ought  now  to  be  establi^ed  by  Congress, 
to  take  effect  after  a  reasonable  time.  The 
want  of  such  an  interdict  constitated  the  chief 
defect  of  the  bill  un^r  ooumdnation,  and  with  | 
him,  an  insuperable  objection  to  it. 

Vt.  T.  said  he  should  have  preferred  the 
80th  of  September  next,  as  the  period  when 
the  prohibition  of  the  colcaiiid  intorcourse  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  should  take  effect, 
the  former  acts,  on  the  same  sul^ect,  having 
gone  into  operation  on  the  80th  of  September 
next  following  their  passage ;  but  he  was  not 
disposed  to  insist  on  that  day,  and  was  willing, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  passage  of  a 
proper  act,  which  he  deemed  important,  to  ez- 
tend  the  period  to  the  81st  of  December  next. 
In  this  opinion  he  understood  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  concur.  A  full  and  &ir  op- 
portunity would  thereby  be  afforded  to  settle, 
by  n^^iation,  a  perplexing  and  difiicult  ques- 
tion, effecting  important  interests. 

The  interdict  of  the  Order  in  Oonneil  took 
effect  in  less  than  four  months  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  order,  but  we,  by  tliis  amend- 
ment, do  not  propose  an  interact  until  the 
lapse  of  ten  months,  although  the  British  inter- 
dict has  been  in  operation  smce  last  December. 
This  certainly  was  liberal,  perhaps  too  liberal ; 
bnt  it  would  manifest  a  friendly  spirit,  as  well 
as  a  spirit  of  forbearance  on  the  part  of  tliia 
Government.  It  will,  however,  give  the 
British  Government  distinctly  to  understand, 
what  is  our  pArpoee  on  the  happening  of  an 
erent  whidi  we  wish  to  avirid.  He  would  not 
leave  tiie  matter  in  a  state  of  uncertainty, 
which  mi^t,  and  probably  would,  induce  the 
British  Government  to  qwcnlate  on  our  nM- 
mate  meamre.  It  was  dne  to  fiankneas^  that 


[H.  OF  K. 

tiie  measure  by  which  we  mean  to  abide  be 
now  fixed. 

The  measure  certainly  could  not  he  Josdy 
offeonve  to  Great  Britam.  She  had  no  li^b 
to  except  to  it,  having  herself  led  the  way.  It 
was  not  a  threat,  but  a  measure  of  protection 
on  our  part. 

In  order  to  effect  the  interdict  which  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  considered  expedient, 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  propos^  to  re- 
vive the  acts  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  and  of 
the  15th  of  Hay,  1820,  which  constituted  the 
interdiction  deemed  proper  by  Congress  at  that 
time,  nnder  circumstances  like  uie  present. 
The  measure  now  prcmosed  had  been  tested  by 
experience,  and  found  effectual.  It  had  once 
inanoed  Great  Britain  to  open  her  colonial 
ports  to  onr  navigation,  and  would  probably 
be  again  followed  by  a  like  result.  It  was  the 
safer  mode,  because  it  had  been  tried.  The 
MHistruetion  of  those  acts  had  been  settled,  and 
was  well  understood.  He,  therefore,  was  will- 
ing to  eubstituto  the  system  established  by 
those  acts  for  the  interdict  originally  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  It  was  co- 
extensive with  the  Order  in  Council,  and  me^ 
and  would,  he  hoped,  thwart,  the  object  of  it. 

The  amendment  provides,  also,  that  the  act 
of  Harch  1st,  1628,  shall  be  repealed  on  the 
31st  of  December  next,  and  thus  will  take  away 
that  obstacle  to  negotiation.  Hr.  T.  said  he 
[  f^t  ihlly  satisfied'th^  no  measure  of  loss  rigor 
than  that  proposed  in  the  amendment,  ought  to 
be  ad(^ted:  but  with  that  alteration  of  the 
bill,  he  should  gtvo  it  his  support.  TTnless  the 
principle  of  the  amendment  should  be  incor- 
porated into  the  bill  in  some  form,  it  was  to 
him  very  objectionable,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it 
on^t  not  to  be  passed. 

He  said  he  liad  proposed  in  the  amendment, 
certain  modifications  of  the  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  under  consideration,  which 
were  intended,  by  a  change  of  the  phraseology, 
to  remove  an  ambiguity  tiiat  was  apparent  on 
a  slight  examination  of  it,  and  to  make  the 
section  dear  and  explicit.  As  the  section 
stood,  it  mig^t  lead  to  difBcnlty,  in  case  it 
should  become  necessary  to  carry  it  into  e^ct. 
He  submitted  the  amendment  to  the  House,  in 
the  hope  that  it  would  bo  approved. 

Mr.  FoRSTm  rose  to  stete  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  difference  between  the  bUl 
from  the  Senate  and  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House,  and  the 
effect  which  would  be  produced  on  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  by  the  amendment  Just  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tojilis- 
Bow.)  The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposes  to 
suffer  the  trade  to  remain  as  it  now  Is,  until 
the  81st  of  December  next ;  suspends  the  acta 
of  1818,  1820,  and  1828,  except  in  regard  to 
the  discriminathig  dntics,  until  that  time;  after 
the  81st  of  Dooember,  the  discriminating  duties 
ore  abolished,  but  the  acta  of  1818,  1620,  and 
1828,  will  stand  as  they  now  do,  and  if,  in  the 
mean  tinUi  no  arraDgemflnt  ia  made^  the 
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deDt  must,  according  to  the  provisiOD  of  the 
act  of  1823,  ieeae  his  prodamation  aononDoing 
the  existence  of  the  fact,  npon  which  the  acts 
of  1818  and  1820  are  immediately  in  force. 
The  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the 
Hoase  interdicts  all  intercourse  after  the  SOth 
of  September,  unless  one  of  two  propositions 
offered  to  Great  Britain  by  the  bill  is  accepted 
before  that  day.  In  the  mean  time  the  trade 
remains  as  it  ia.  After  that  time,  if  no  arrange- 
ment is  made,  there  is  an  interdict  of  all  inter- 
course. The  difference  between  the  two  pro- 
portions is,  as  to  time,  between  the  80th  of 
Snttwnber  and  the  80th  of  Becranber.  Onr 
bill  proposes  express  terms  on  which  alone  the 
trade  can  be  restored  to  its  former  state.  The 
other  leaves  the  whole  matter  open  to  negotia- 
tioQ.  Both  are  founded  on  a  belief  that  the 
British  Government  is  disposed  to  make  a  fair 
arrangement.  The  propositicm  of  the  Senate 
is  preferable,  as  it  gives  more  time,  and  leaves 
the  whole  subject  to  n^tiatioDjUnembarrassed 
by  legislative  propositions.  The  gentleman 
&0W  proposes,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Senate^s 
bill,  to  revive  the  acts  of  1613  and  1620,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  of  1828,  after  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, leaving  the  trade  just  as  it  would  stand 
tmder  the  bill,  until  that  time.  The  proposed 
amendment  la  unneoessaril7  involved.  The 
acts  of  1818  and  1630  b^g  snspended  by  the 
act  of  1828,  win  revive  whenever  the  oct  of 
1823  is  repealed.  The  proposition  is,  therefore, 
simply  to  repeal,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
the  act  of  1828,  the  trade  being,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  the  same  condition  as  it  will  be  if  tho 
Senate^s  bill  should  become  a  law.  The  value 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be  percepti- 
ble by  considering  the  relative  condition  in 
which  the  trade  would  stand  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  supposing  that  no  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement is  made  m  the  interim,  under  the 
bill  of  the  Senate,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  amendment  should  be  adi^ted.  On  the 
Slst  of  December,  under  the  Sautters  bilL  all 
the  acta  of  1618, 1820,  and  18S8,  will  stand  as 
Umij  now  do,  save  only  that  the  discriminating 
dudes  will  be  repealed.  The  President  must 
issne  bis  proclamation  under  the  act  ^  1828, 
and  the  acts  of  1816  and  1820  interdicting  in- 
tercourse will  be  enforced.  Under  the  bill  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  the  act  of  1828,  which 
BDspenda  the  acts  of  1618  and  1820,  being  re- 
pealed, the  acts  of  1818  and  1620  are  enforced 
without  a  proclamation.  The  whole  difference 
then  is  between  an  iuterdict  preceded  by  pro- 
clamation of  the  President  and  an  inteniict 
without  a  proclamation.  Entertuning  as  he 
did,  the  belief  that  the  act  of  1823  did  not  vest 
a  diacretiott  in  the  President  to  withhold  the 
prodamation  after  the  fkt  contemplated  by- 
tbe  aot  occurred,  Kr.  F.  could  not  see  tho 
policy  of  touching  the  Senate's  bill  He  sub- 
mittad  to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
who  thought  with  him,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  at  ODoe  to  ad(^  the  bill  of  the  Senate^ 


and  put  an  end  to  the  question.  Were  he  even 
inomreot  in  that  opinirai,  as  the  Fn^eat 
would  have  the  power,  under  the  act  of  IBSS, 
to  issue  the  prodamation,  Mr.  P.  presomed 
gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  rely  upcm 
firmness  of  the  Chief  Ma^strate  to  do  tbat 
which  they  seemed  to  bdleve  the  public  inter- 
est would  require.  Kr,  P.  could  not  nnder- 
|8tand  why  the  proposed  amen^ent  was  unged 
as  less  humiliating  than  the  Senate's  bill,  or 
in  what  respect  it  produced  any  alteration  in 
the  trade  between  this  and  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber. If  he  was  incorrect  in  bis  views  <rf  tiie 
matter,  he  stood  open  to  eonTiatitm,  and  wodld 
acknowledge  tiie  error,  vben  it  aboold  ba 
pointed  out  to  him. 

Mr.  Arches  thought  it  was  not  very  mate- 
rial which  of  the  two  propositions  tiie  Hoosa 
should  accept.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  there  could  be  no  sort  of  advantage 
from  a  retrospect  of  what  had  taken  place. 
Our  object  at  present  was  to  produce  an 
arrangement  of  the  existing  difficulty — and 
whether,  by  going  back  to  tho  steps  which  had 
been  taken,  we  should  prove  that  we,  or  Great 
Britain,  bad  been  in  the  wrong,  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  bo  equally  undesirable.  There 
was  but  one  purpose  for  which  such  m  retro- 
spect could  be  necessarj,  viz:  to  detemdne  at 
what  point  in  the  controversy  we  bad  now  ar- 
rived. If  this  Ooremment  does  not  misman- 
age, and  without  necessity  provoke  that  ot 
Great  BritMn,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  an 
adjustment.  It  was  imposnble  she  should 
refuse  to  put  the  trade  upon  a  proper  footing 
unless  she  should  have  her  national  pride  pro- 
voked by  some  offensive  features  in  our  faiU. 
What  was,  in  truth,  the  great  difference  be- 
tween the  Senate's  bill,  and  tiie  amendment  of 
this  House?  Both  held  out  substantially  the 
same  terms.  According  to  both,  the  trade  wiD 
remain  as  it  now  stands  till  December.  The 
amendment  couples  with  this  a  matter  of 
ofi^nce— a  menace  of  interdict.  It  tella  Great 
Britain  that  yon  bold  a  rod  over  her  bead. 
Why  must  this  be  added?  Bo  we  want  to 
offend !  Do  we  wish  to  prevent  a  oompromiset 
Great  Britain  is  di^»osed  to  adt^  our  termo, 
unless  we  fasten  on  something  (^enuve.  And  to 
what  edd  shall  we  do  Ibis!  Will  any  one  tell 
me  that  England  does  not  already  fully  under- 
stand, that,  if  she  refuses,  we  shall  spplj  aa 
interdict  t  There  con  surdy  be  no  one  so 
absurd  oa  to  suppose  this  for  a  moment. 
will  understand  this  fully,  as  wdl  witbont  a 
threat  as  with  one.  He  hoped,  therefbre,  that 
the  House  would  not  risk  losing  the  billf 
pertinaciously  insisting  on  the  amendra«it. 
The  bill  of  the  House  was  not  so  fnU  as  that 
of  the  Senate,  and  by  inriatinff,  they  woold 
only  get  into  a  aquabUe  with  w  Senate,  and 
effect  no  good  puipose. 

Ur.  WmtTB  said,  that  be  was  (me  of  those 
who  had  voted  to  extend  the  intodiet  to 
Canada ;  but  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  bill 
throng  the  Houae^  he  bad  given  up  Ida  f^in^ 
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ion;  but  he  Iiad  rath«r  have  no  bill  at  all 
than  take  that  of  the  Senate ;  that  bill  leaves 
the  trade  open, subject todiscriminaliDg duties; 
to  Uiis  he  md  not  object;  he  considered  it  as 
liberal  and  proper;  out  it  goes  further,  and 
proposes,  after  toe  Slst  of  December,  to  repeal 
the  diacrimtnating  daties.  Oould  gentlemen 
feel  prepared  to  go  home  luid  say  to  their  con- 
sUtnenta,  we  left  the  trade,  until  the  Slst  of 
December,  in  the  posees«on  of  British  vessels, 
and  after  that  period,  we  left  vessels,  trade^  and  all, 
in  their  hands  ?  Mr.  W.  said  tJbat  he,  for  one,  was 
not  cM)nteDt  to  leave  matters  in  such  a  posture. 
By  the  amendment,  we  propose  to  saj  to  Great 
Britain,  in  a  f^irit  of  manly  frankness,  notin 
a  spirit  of  hostility,  if  yon  accept  the  ternu  we 
offer  yoo,  it  is  well,  bat  if  not,  the  acts  of  1816 
and  1820  will  go  into  for<».  He  trusted  the 
next  Oouress  would  do  more  than  this.  He 
oonchided  by  saying  that  he  was  willkig  to 
abandon  his  objection  respecting  the  Canaidian 
trade,  but  he  could  not  omsott  to  pve  up  the 
amendment. 

Ur.  Bbtah  sndj  that  his  State  was  material- 
ly interested  in  the  present  question ;  and  if 
tiie  bill  had  come  up  at  an  earner  period  of  the 
seasion,  he  should  have  considered  it  his  dnty 
to  have  gone  into  a  more  extensive  discussion 
of  the  subject  than  would  now  be  proper.  He 
rose  at  present  chiefly  foe  the  ptu^iose  of  point- 
ii^  out  the  incondsteDOT  into  which  the  Hoose 
would  be  betrayed  by  adopting  the  amendment. 
He  was  willing  to  act  foirly,  biit  he  would  also 
act  firmly.  When  the  Government  did  inter- 
dict the  trade  he  was  in  favor  of  making  the 
interdict  general.  The  great  m^ority  of  the 
House,  be  was  confident,  were  disposed  to 
advocate  an  interdiction  both  by  sea  and  land ; 
and  if  it  were  laid  at  all,  it  should  not  only  re- 
vive the  acts  of  1816  and  1620,  which  cat  off 
the  trade  "  by  seas,"  but  should  extend  univer- 
sally to  every  part  of  the  Union.  If  it  was  in- 
tended as  a  threat  directed  to  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  it  i&oald  be  made  to  affect  her 
interests  as  maoh  as  posrible.  It  was  at  present 
the  poli<7  of  Great  Britain  to.  revive  the  trade 
of  the  Canadas,  uul  to  bnild  np  those  provinces 
as  rivals  to  the  United  States.  The  extensive 
fbrtifioations  now  erecting  all  along  the  fron- 
tier, were  not  without  a  meaning ;  the  proxim- 
ity of  these  provinces  to  our  territory  enabled 
her  to  assail  our  trade  and  navigation  more 
effeotoally  through  the  Oanadaa  than  tlirongh 
the  West  Indies.  She  is  evidently  about  to  ^ 
the  experiment  whether  she  cannot  feed  her 
"Wert  India  possessions  through  her  continental 
provinces ;  if  she  finds  that  she  can  do  this, 
she  will  turn  aboat  and  laogh  at  oa,  and  set 
our  interdicts  at  defiance. 

The  qnesUon  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment agreed  to,  60  to  66. 

United  Statee  and  Gtorgia, 

The  following  Uessagc  was  received  ftom 
the  President  of  the  Umted  States : 


pi.  or  B. 

To  tht  SenaU  and 

SeimofJieprMtHMitetofthe  United Stattt: 

Wibbhiotok,  2d  March,  182?. 
I  trannmt  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  eo|ries  of 
commanlcations  received  yeaterd^  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  from 
Lieut  Vlntm 

JOEKQUINGTABAHS. 

[The  oommimieations  herewith  transmitted 
'consist  of  the  letter  of  Governor  Troap,  already 
published  by  us  as  copied  from  the  Georgia 
papers,  and  two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Yinton 
to  the  War  Department,  one  of  which  trans- 
mits the  Georgia  P&per  containing  the  military 
order  of  Governor  Troup :  and  also  the  follow- 
ing, which,  by  some  aoraaent  or  other,  we  had 
not  before  seen:] 

ExioDnT>DKMmnn,€taouiA,  ) 
HmtdffiriUe,  Ittk  JiS^naif,  18Sf .  f 

Ordered,  That  the  Attorney  and  Solidtors  Gen- 
eral of  this  State,  in  every  instance  of  compl^t  made 
of  the  arrest  of  any  Surveyor  engaged  in  the  surrey 
of  the  lately  ceded  Territory,  by  any  civil  ^ocesi 
undor  authority  of  the  Govemmeat  of  the  united 
States,  do  take  all  neeetsaiy  and  legal  meanm  to 
eflbet  the  liberation  <tf  the  person  •so  arrested,  and 
to  bring  to  jusUce,  either  by  indictment  or  other* 
wise,  the  officers  or  parties  concerned  In  such  arres- 
tatiOQ  as  offenders  against  the  laws  and  riolators  of 
the  peace  and  persoiul  security  of  the  public  officers 
and  citizens  of  this  State ;  that  they  give  profes* 
fiioaat  advice  and  asristance  In  their  defence  against 
any  prosecution  or  action  which  may  be  instituted 
gainst  them  as  officers  in  the  service  of  the  State  ; 
and  that  they  promptly  make  known  to  this  Do- 
partment,  their  acts  and  doings  In  the  premises. 

It,  is,  moreover,  enjoined  on  the  civil  magistrates 
of  this  State,  baring  competent  Jurisdiction  of  the 
same,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  inquiring  into 
the  causes  of  every  such  arrest  or  detenUon  as  afore- 
said, that  the  person  may  be  discharged  forthwith, 
if  illegally  or  unjustly  dettdoed;  and  in  affording 
such  redress  to  the  aggrieved  or  iqjured  partyi  a^ 
by  htw,  he  may  be  entitled  to  reedve. 
By  the  Governor; 

K  H.  PIERCE,  Secretary. 

JSt.  Etebrt  moved  its  reference  to  fha 
Select  Committee  on  the  aulject  of  tiie  Geor^ 

Controversy. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  warmly  opposed  this  reference ; 
and,  after  some  discnsdon,  moved  to  lay  the 
Kesaage  and  docnmenta  upon  the  tabloi  lud  to 
print  tiiem. 

Tlio  motion  wasn^tived — ayes  54,  noes  68. 

The  discussion  was  then  farther  continued 
by  Messrs.  Dhatton  and  Weioht,  when  the 
Message,  dra.,  was  referred  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  Mr.  Evxam^-ayes  66^ 
noes  41. 

Mr.  Wkbsrb  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  \h»  day,  which  precede  two  bills  granting 
certain  sections  of  land  to  ihe  States  of  niinoia 
and  Indiana,  to  aid  those  States  in  the  con- 
struction of  two  canals. 

The  motion  prevailed.  The  bills  were  taken 
uj/n  and  after  an  ^>Tiimy*W|  debate,  in  which. 
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Kessrs.  Webstsb,  IIoffmak,  Hamilton,  Woods, 
GoTAN,  Haile,  and  Mbbcir,  took  part) 
EoFFUAN  moT^  to  lay  the  bill  for  Imnois  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  debate 
renewed  hj  llessrs.  Bassett,  Mebcer,  McDuf- 
FiE,  "Webster,  Hamilton',  Mikbb,  and  Buboes  ; 
vhen  Mr.  Buboes  moved  to  lay  the  hill  apon 
the  tabic. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  60,  noes  65._ 
Kr.  Hatneb  now  moved  that  the  House  take 
ft  recess  till  six  o'clock,  which  was  carried. 

At  the'  evening  session,  Hr.  Btobbs  moved 
that  a  Conunittee  of  Conference  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Honse  to  meet  a  simUar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  second  amendment  made  by 
the  House  in  the  bill  for  the  gradual  increase 
in  the  Navy — (for  increasing  the  nnmber  of 
Docks  to  three.)  The  motion  prevailed, 
a  oommittee  of  three  was  ordered. 

Canal  in  Illinois. 
The  bill  allowing  certain  townehipa  of  land 
to  aid  tlie  State  of  Illinois  in  the  construction 
of  a  canal  being  again  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Mines  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
*'with  instmctions  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  subscribing,  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  stock  in  the  proposed  canal,  to  on 
amount  not  exceeding  one-third  of  the  whole ; 
tiie  stock  to  he  paid  for  out  of  the  proeeeds  of 
lands  on  or  near  the  route." 

Mr.  M.  avowed  his  decided  hostility  to  the 
bill.  What  docs  it  propose  I  said  he.  To  give 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  certain  alternate  sections 
of  land,  alon^  the  whole  line  of  the  proposed 
canal  from  Michigan  to  the  Illinois  River.  The 
first  question  that  arose  was,  what  was  the 
extent  of  this  grant  ?  bow  much  land  did  we 
givol  Could  any  gentleman  tell?  It  was 
estimated  at  about  two  hundred  thousand 
..  acres ;  but  as  the  extent  of  the  line  of  the 
canal  was  indefinite,  so  the  grant  was  indefinite. 
Illinois  might  make  the  canal  only  fifty  or 
^xty  miles,  and  demand  only  two  hnadred 
thousand  acres;  hot  she  might  extend  the 
canal  down  the  Illinoia  along  the  whole  extent 
of  the  State,  and,  under  this  bill,  demand  five 
hundred  thousand,  eight  hundred  thousand,  or 
a  million  of  acres.  It  is,  said  Mr,  M.,  a  strong 
objection,  to  ray  mind,  that  the  whole  matter 
is  so  indefinite.  If  we  grant,  we  ought  to 
know  precisely  what.  These  uncertain '  in- 
definite grants  were  extremely  objectionable. 
Ko  member  on  the  fioor  of  the  House  could 
tell,  within  several  hundred  thousand  acres, 
what  amount  of  land  he  was  giving. 

Again,  sir,  why  do  we  give!  we  are  told 
that  if  this  canol  be  made,  it  win  enhance  the 
Tolue  of  the  public  land  through  which  it  passes. 
Admitted.  If  we  give  money  towards  making 
the  canal,  we  should  know,  then,  exactly  what 
we  £^Te^  and  all  the  public  land  would  be  en- 
hanced in  value ;  that  which  we  propose  to  give, 
M  woU  as  what  we  retain.  But  suppose  a  pn^ 


[Much,  1827-  * 

option  waa  mode  on  this  ground,  to  gira  to  that 
State  $200,000  to  make  uxo  canal,  would  there 
be  a  single  vote  in  this  House  in  favor  of  such 
a  proposition!  But  the  argam^t  would  be 
equally  strong  in  behalf  of  a  grant  of  money 
as  of  land,  and  not  liable  to  so  many  jnat  objec- 
tions. "What  is  money?  It  is  not  value — ^it 
is  the  representative  of  value.  Land  is  aa 
valoable  ot  what  it  is  worth ;  and  if  yon  pve 
the  value,  it  matters  not  whether  in  money  or 
land.  Why  then  will  gentlemen  vote  away  the 
public  property  of  one  sort,  when  they  would 
not  of  another!  What  ia  the  value  oi  this 
londf  On  the  line  of  the  canal,  villages^ 
towns,  ud  dties,  will  grow  up ;  some  of  the 
tracts  will  be  of  great  vuae ;  take  it  altogether, 
it  will  not  be  an  unfair  eatimiate  to  put  it  at  fire 
dollars  an  acre.  Snppose  the  canal  60  miles  in 
length,  and  the  land  given  200,000  acres :  you 
^ve  then  a  million  of  dollars  to  Illinoia :  the 
canal  is  estimated  to  cost  from  600,000  to 
800,000  dollars ;  so  that  yon  make  the  canal, 
and  give  a  bounty  to  that  State  besides.  Who 
makes  the  canu?  Those  who  Aimish  the 
funds.  The  people  of  the  United  States  make 
the  canal,  and  then  they  are  to  be  taxed  to  all 
enduring  time  for  liberty  to  use  it.  He  be^ed 
gentlemen  to  consider  that  there  was  no  restric- 
tion, no  limitation,  on  the  St..e  of  SliocnB,  aa 
to  the  amount  of  twls ;  they  nfight  impose  tolb 
the  most  bordensome.  He  thought  the  matter 
hod  not  been  well  considered.  There  is  no 
member  in  this  House  or  in  this  nation,  mora 
ardently  the  friend  of  internal  improvements, 
(said  Mr.  M,,)  ^an  I  am ;  bat,  I  think  the  hetber 
mode  to  pursue  is  to  subscrilie  to  stock  in 
canals  so  that  our  expenditure  shall  be  an  ac- 
cumulating fund,  enabling  us  to  do  more  and 
more  good  as  ffe  advance.  This  seems  to  me 
a  wild  waste  of  the  public  domun.  I  entreat 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  make  this  ex- 
cessive grant.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  bring  a 
system  of  internal  improvements  more  into 
disr^ute  than  ell  the  ai^oinentB  of  ite  enemioi. 
Sir,  FeniuylTania  came  Hila  aesriiHi,  I  wiU  mA 
say  cap  in  hand  and  with  boided  Imee,  bat  in 
the  most  respectful  manner,  and  ai^ed  the 
grant  of  one  htUe  township  for  her  institutim 
for  the  deaf-mutes — ^poor  dumb  mouths — they 
could  not  plead  for  themselves.  What  was 
the  answer  ?  This  petition  was  r^ected — this 
request  was  refused ;  and  now  yon  propose  to 

f've  to  Illinois  two  himdred  Uiousand  acres, 
hope  the  bill  may  be  recommitted. 
After  some  Airther  debate — 
Mr.  HoFiMAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tlie 
table. 

On  this  questioiL  Itr.  YxvcM  demanded  the 
yeaa  and  naya,  and  they  were  ordered  hj  the 
House.  The  question  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
termined in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays— 
60  to  92. 

Mr.  Hailb  advocated  the  grant  to  Hlittois. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  MiSBtt  was  then  de- 
termined in  the  negative, 
Hr.  Huu  then  moved  on  amendment  pro- 
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poBuig  a  ^milar  grant  to  each  State  in  the 
union,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ments—bat  the  Ohair  dedded  the  motion  to 
be  ont  (border. 

Ur.  ILltdkh  moved  to  Btrilie  ont  20,  and 
insert  10,  as  the  number  of  years  within  which 
the  canal  must  be  completed.  The  motion 
was  negatived — ayes  69,  noes  V8. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  rea^g ; 
and  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  the  question 
being,  shall  it  pass ! 

Ur.  HoCoT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and  were, 
yeas  90,  nays  67. 

Bo  the  bill  was  inssed,  and  retnmed  to  the 
Senate. 

A  nmilar  bOl,  with  respect  to  the  Indiana 
canal,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and, 
having  been  inmiediately  read  a  third  time, 
was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Bbbnt,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Wiokuffb 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Hr.  Loire  moved  an  amendment,  going  to 
increase  the  salaries  of  his  two  assistants  by 
$600  each,  and  reduce  the  increase  proposed 
for  the  Postmaster  General  from  |ifl,000  to 
$1,000. 

The  amendment  was  negatived ;  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  time;  and  tiie  question 
being  on  its  passage— 

Ur.  BAmnosB  asked  the  yeas  and  mjOf  but 
the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  PuKOB  opposed  the  bill ;  insisting  that 
the  merit  of  the  present  incnmbent  was  leading 
the  House  to  an  improper  enlaraement  of  the 
salary  attached  to  the  office.  He  referred  to 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  as  performing  duties  equally 
arduous,  and  ezi)re8sed  an  opinion  thai  $1,000 
would  be  a  sufficient  increase. 

Hr.  Cooo  warmly  advocated  the  bill,  and 
spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  fidelity  and  industry 
of  the  officer  in  question. 

Hr.  FoRSTTH  said  a  few  words  on  the  same 
ride;  when 

Mr.  Kreukb  warmly  opposed  the  bill,  as  did 

Hr.  PsABCB,  in  a  few  closing  remarks; 
vhen,  the  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was 
passed — ayes  108. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Vaicoe, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Foa- 
STTH  in  the  chur,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  Captuns  and  Subalterns  in 
the  Army ;  which  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, read  a  third  timt^  passed,  and  retnmed 
to  theSttiate. 

The  iVary  Sill 

Hr.  Stosbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
.  ence,  appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  on  the  bill  for  the  gradual  iin- 
provement  of  the  Navy,  made  a  repwt,  by 
which  the  JfAnt  Committee  of  Gonftrenoe 
recommended  that  the  following  elanse  be 
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added,  by  both  Houses,  to  the  fonrth  section 
of  the  bill,  and  that  tiie  amendment  of  the 
House  be  receded  from  on  its  part :  "  and  as 
soon  as  the  sud  docks  shall  be  completed, 
docks  shall  be  constructed  at  the  two  remaining 
places,  surveyed  under  the  resolution  of  the 
22dofHay,  1826." 

A  message  fW>m  the  Senate  was  received, 
stating  that  it  had  refused  to  agree  to  this 
clause,  and  adhered  to  its  own  bill. 

[The  House  then  receded  from  its  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  subsequeutiy  passed.} 

Colonial  Trade  Bill 

The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  to  the  Colonial  Bill, 
having  been  announced — 

Hr.  ToMLiNBOK  moved  that  the  House  Inrist 
on  its  amendment  and  ask  a  conference. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  the  TTnited  Statea 
were  obliged  to  act  with  delicacy  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  Great  Britjun  has  told  us,  in  a  sar- 
castic, if  not  an  insolent  tone,  that  so  long  as 
the  act  of  1828  remains  unrepealed,  things  shaU 
rcmun  as  they  are.  The  committee  in  its  prop- 
ositions, has  evaded  the  question.  The  differ- 
ence between  the  80th  of  September,  at  which 
time  the  committee  proposed  that  the  bill 
should  take  effect,  and  the  8lBt  Deocraber, 
which  is  proposed  by  the  Senate,  he  did  not 
regard  as  worth  disputing  about. 

Mr.  Webster  most  decidedly  supported  the 
motion  for  Insisting  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill,  as  made  by  this  House,  preferring  tiiat  the 
bill  should  M\  altogether,  rather  than  it  should 
pass  without  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  said,  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  FoitsTTH,)  when  he  first  addressed  the 
Chair,  insisted  there  was  no  material  dif- 
erence  between  the  bill  from  the  Senate  and 
the  amendment  of  this  House,  and  he  invoked 
yon  not  to  sacrifice  the  interests  involved  in 
this  question  upon  mere  punctilio  and  form. 
Now  the  gentleman  seems  to  think  there  is  a 
materiol  difference  in  the  prop<»itionB,  and  the 
comparison  results  favorably,  in  his  view,  to 
the  bill  from  the  Senate.  It  is  difficult,  dr.  to 
accord  with  the  views  of  gentiemen  who  shift 
their  ground  so  often,  and  in  so  short  a  time, 
and  we  must  endeavor  to  inform  ourselves 
fnmi  some  other  source,  of  the  true  state  of 
the  case. 

I  think,  sir,  said  Hr.  W.,  there  is  a  very  ma- 
terial diff'erence  between  the  two  proportions, 
and  I  will  endeavor  in  a  few  words — for  I  will 
not,  at  this  late  hour,  consume  your  time  in 
discuBfflon — ^to  give  you  the  sum  of  the  differ- 
ence.  The  proposition  of  the  House  contains 

rific  legislative  provisions,  of  a  retaliatory 
acter,  intended  to  remedy  the  unjust  ine- 
quality to  which  the  British  Government  has 
subjected  our  trade  with  her  colonies.  These 
provisions  are  in  conformity  with  the  course 
and  policy  heretofore  puvned  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  with  the  sanctiim  of  the  eonntiy.  The 
bill  fhmi  the  Benetet  to  my  underatandinft 
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makes  no  such  provisions,  but  leaves  every  thing 
at  loose  ends.  It  says  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, if  you  do  not,  within  a  given  time,  change 
your  determination  in  relation  to  our  trade,  we 
eh^  do  nothiDg,  and  let  yon  take  your  own 
conrse.  Here  is,  indeed,  an  essentitd  differ- 
ence. The  one  proposition  abandons  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  country,  its  legislation,  and 
its  interests,  to  the  entire  control  of  British 
legislation,  and  the  orders  of  the  King  and  his 
Uinisters  in  conncU.  The  other  occupies 
American  ground,  and  seeks,  by  congressional 
enactments,  to  remedy  existing  evils.  Sir,  the 
agricultural,  grain-growing  portions  of  this 
community  have  too  much  at  the  hazard  in 
this  question  not  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  trade,  as  affecting  the 
almost  entire  markets  for  their  surplus  pro- 
duce. But,  sir,  let  foreign  Governments  affect 
this  interest  as  they  wiU,  gentlemen  may  rest 
assured  the  farmers  of  the  United  States  will 
never  abandon  their  own  country,  or  submit 
American  interests  and  American  rights  to  the 
fostering  care  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  British 
legislation.  I,  for  one,  sir,  can  never  consent 
to  give  up  the  power  of  legislating  for  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  which,  under  the  conslitation,  tlie  peo- 
ple have  confided  to  us,  to  the  control  or  direc- 
tion of  any  foreign  power  whatever,  much  less 
to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britaiii.  Let  as 
legislate  for  ourselves,  aud  preserve  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people,  by  oar  own  acts, 
and  not  abandon  them  to  our  enemy  and  rival. 
I  had  much  rather  no  act  should  pass  on  the 
subject  of  this  trade,  than  to  pass  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  and  I  think  such  is  the  sentiment 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  I  hope  we  shall 
insist  on  our  amendment,  and  if  we  ful  of  suc- 
cess in  that,  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  will 
be  rejected. 

Hr.  Bdchahait  said  he  would  have  preferred 
tiie  bill  of  this  House  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
because  tt  came  out  bddly.  But  the  commit- 
tee had  abandoned  this  bill,  and  allowed  Great 
Britun  a  monopoly  nntil  the  Slst  of  December. 
He  was  willing  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
connttT.  He  thought  the  only  difference  was, 
whether  we  should  act  now  by  antidpation,  or 
at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Oongress  ?  He  was 
unwilling  to  act  now  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  since  it  had 
taken  this  bill.  If  Congress  should  not  act,  he, 
for  one,  should  not  blame  the  President  for  issu- 
ing his  proclamation,  and  ordering  an  inter- 
diction. 

Ur.  Wmrrs  defended  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce for  having  taken  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  ground  that  it  was  so  late  in  the 
session  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  get  the 
original  bill  through.  He  was  willing  to  leave 
the  legislation  on  the  salject  till  next  Oon- 
ipress.  ThePreiddent  had  acted  well  in  refrain- 
mg  from  issuing  his  proclamation  as  Congress 
was  about  to  go  into  session,  and  in  leaving  it 
to  OoDgress.  Sow  let  Oongress  act,  and 
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its  opinion.  'Why  should  it  not  do  so  t  Why 
is  it  to  be  left  to  the  Executive !  He  woa£L 
rather  leave  the  whole  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session,  than  agree  to  this  amendment  of  tha 
Senate. 

Mt.  UoDuftib  said,  if  I  correctly  apprehend 
the  true  state  of  this  question,  as  presented  by 
the  conflicting  views  of  the  two  Houses,  thie 
gentleman  from  Hassachnsetts  (Mr.  Webster) 
is  under  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  sup- 
posed inefficiency  of  the  bill  of  the  Senate.  I 
understand  the  gentleman  to  say  that  the  bill 
sent  to  OS  by  the  Senate  abaolutcJy  effects  noth- 
ing until  the  Slst  of  December  next,  aiid  that  wa 
had  as  well  pass  no  bill  at  all  nntil  the  meeting 
of  the  next  Oongress.  The  gentleman  appears 
to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely  the  very  diplo- 
matic difficulty  which  our  present  l^slation  is 
intended  to  remove.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  great  obstacle  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
vented the  a<^ustment  of  this  question  with 
England,  is  the  pretension  set  up  by  our  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  ambiguous  phraseology  of 
the  act  of  1823,  to  have  our  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  British  West  India  islands,  with 
no  higher  duties  than  are  levied  upon  similar 
merchandise  imported  into  those  i»ands,  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  British  £m][nre.  The 
BriUsh  Hinister  dleges  that  this  is  m  effect  to 
claim  to  have  our  own  citizens  placed  not  only 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  mvtffcd  nations, 
but  on  the  foonng  of  English  subjects ;  and 
that  he  will  not  consent  to  negotiate  upon  the 
sul^ect,  while  snch  an  absurd  pretension  re- 
mams  upon  our  statute  book.  This  I  under- 
stand to  have  been  the  ground  upon  which  Ifr. 
Canning  broke  off  the  negotiation  with  our 
Government ;  for  it  was  not  until  the  British 
Government  was  informed  that  a  proportion 
to  repeal  the  exceptionable  pretensions  set  up 
by  the  act  of  1828,  had  been  rejected  by  the 
legislative  branch  of  this  Government,  that  Mr. 
Canning  refused  to  continue  the  negotiali<m. 
Now,  sir,  the  ol^ject  of  the  bill  of  the  Senate  is 
to  do  what  we  were  prevented  from  doing  ^ 
the  last  session,  by  the  interference  oS  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  whid),  if  it  had  been  done,  this 
whole  difficulty  would  have  been  avoided.  The 
bill  proposes  to  renounce,  by  a  legislative  dec- 
laration, the  indefensible  pretension  which  the 
British  Minister  seems  to  regard  as  an  insupera- 
ble barrier  to  negotiation,  and  which  our  own 
Goverament,  in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, have  distinctly  abandoned.  To  say,  there- 
fore, tliat  the  bill  of  the  Senate  will  effect  noth- 
ing until  the  Slst  of  December,  appears  to  me 
to  ue  an  assertion  founded  npon  a  total  miscon- 
ception of  the  causes  of  our  present  difficulty. 
It  is  not  because  the  British  are  unwilling  to 
accept  the  terms  recent^  offered  by  our  Gov- 
ernment thions^Hr.GaUatin;  for  they  are  the 
very  terms  that  Government  offered  to  accept 
more  tiian  twelve  months  before  Mr.  Gallatin  a 
arrival  in  England.  It  is  not  because  our  Gov- 
ernment are  now  unwilling  to  grant  those 
tennS|  for,  after  hnckstering  for  an  nn attains- 
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bl6  shodov  tin  ^aay  lost  the  mbBtanoe,  tiiey 
an  now  vUling  and  anxious  to  do  what  they 
gntdj  neglected  to  do  when  they  had  Uie 
power.  The  real  difficulty,  then,  which  now 
remains  between  the  GroTemmentB,  is  not  one 
aflfoctin^  Uie  honor  of  either,  bat  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  diplomatic  etiquette. 

The  British  Government  proposed,  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1625,  to  place  onr  trade 
with  their  West  India  islands  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  reciprocity.  Our  Legislature,  under  the 
avowed  recommendation  of  the  Exeontive  Gov- 
ernment, refused  to  meet  this  legislative  tmder 
Iqr  a  corresponding  act  m  oar  part. 

The  British  Gorenuneat  have  diosen  to  re- 
mrd  this  as  a  disreapeotM  tampering  with 
ueir  dignity.  Whether  it  is  so  or  not,  I  think 
it  is  the  part  of  a  wise  Legislatare  to  avail  itself 
of  the  very  first  occanon  to  convince  the  Brit- 
ish Government  that  we  had  no  such  intention. 
And,  nr,  if  the  influence  of  the  Administration 
eliall  again  defeat  the  attempt  to  remove  the 
existing  otwtacles,  as  present  appearances  seem 
to  indicate,  I  trust  the  nation  will  pla^e  the 
responsibility  of  the  fulare  upon  the  shoulders 
of  those  who  ought  to  bear  it.  The  Senate 
have  sent  to  this  House  a  bill  which  does 
remove  the  existing  difficulty,  in  the  least  ex- 
ceptionaUe  mode,  and  will  enable  our  Govera- 
ment  to  resume  tzte  negotiation  with  the  stnHif^ 
est  posuble  hopes  of  sacoeas.  The  Mends  of 
the  Administration  in  this  Honse  attach  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate,  which  is 
to  have  no  effect  until  a  month  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress,  and  yet  declare  they 
would  rather  lose  the  bill  altogether  than  not 
have  this  amendment  inoorporated  in  it  I  Now, 
sir,  I  think  the  amendment  proposed  by  this 
Bouse,  decidedly  exceptionable,  because  it 
holds  out  an  unprofitable  threat  to  the  British 
Government,  which  may  prevent  them  from 
negotiating  or  rescinding  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, but  certainly  can  do  no  good  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  There  is  another  ol^ec- 
tioa  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  this  House. 
It  does  not  embrace,  in  the  intenUet  it  deooon- 
ees  after  the  81st  December  nex^  the  trade 
through  the  Cftnadas.  Now,  sir^  I  am  dearly 
of  the  opinion  that,  whenever  we  do  resort  to 
a  system  of  retidiatoiy  prohibition,  it  ought  to 
close  up  every  avenae  tlirongh  which  the  inter- 
dicted trade  may  be  carried  on.  If  the  British 
Government  perceive,  from  a  previous  legisla- 
tive declaration  of  ours,  that  we  intend  to  leave 
open  the  Oanodos,  she  will  have  all  the  induce- 
ment to  adhere  to  her  restrictive  system,  which 
the  prospect  of  supplying  her  islands  from  the 
United  States,  through  that  avenue,  is  calcu- 
lated to  hold  out  This  is  a  contest,  not  for 
commerce,  but  for  navigation.  If^  therefore, 
the  British  Idands  cAall  be  supplied  through 
the  Conadas,  Great  Brit^  will  have  the  whole 
carrying  trade — the  very  object  of  the  contra- 
vorsy.  The  Senate  therefore  consider  it  im- 
portant to  exclude  our  proposed  amendment 
from  their  billi  and  if  tb«  friendiof  the  Ad- 
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ministraticHi  in  this  Hooae  wiU  patinadonsly 
adhere  to  an  amendment  which  may  do  hamif 
and  can  do  no  good,  with  a  fUl  knowledge 
that,  by  such  adherence,  tiiey  will  defeat  the 
bill  altogethw,  then  I  presume  the  responsibil- 
ity of  defeating  the  only  measure  which  can 
extricate  us  from  our  diplomatic  entanglements 
will  fairly  rest,  a  second  time,  upon  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  I  trust,  sir,  the  House  will 
not  adhere  to  its  amendment,  as,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  question,  a  vote  to  adhere  is  equiv- 
alent to  a  determination  that  no  legislative  act 
shall  be  passed  on  the  snlgect. 

Ur.  LrmA,  thai,  after  a  few  remarics  on  the 
shortness  of  tiie  time  remaining,  demanded  the 
previous  qoestion. 

The  call  was  sastained  by  the  House,  and 
the  House  having  then  determined  that  the 
main  question  shsU  now  be  put. 

The  qaestion  was  then  pu^  "  Shall  this  House 
insist  on  its  amendment?"  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  71,  noes  47. 

The  question  being  put  on  asking  a  confer- 
ence, Mr.  MoDiTFFiB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

Kr.  FowEix  advocated  a  oonferencc,  as  did 
also  Ur.  MoDuETia,  Ur.  Cahbbklbno,  and  Ur. 
TouLiKsoa;  and  the  question  being  put,  the 
conference  was  asked  wr,  and  a  committee  of 
three  ^pointed. 

Ur.  ToHLiKSOR,  team  the  Committee  of  Oon- 
ference  on  the  Cdoidal  Bill,  reported  that  the 
Confiarees  of  the  two  Hooses  had  been  unable 
to  agree,  and  moved  that  this  House  do  adhere 
to  its  amendment. 

On  tills  motion  a  very  extensive  and  animat- 
ed debate  took  {daoe,  which  eraxtinned  till  near 
two  o^clock. 

The  miun  question  was  then  put,  viz:  "Will 
this  House  adhere  to  its  amendment  f  and  do* 
cided  by  yeas  and  n^s,  as  follows; 

Teas. — Messrs.  AHen  of  Haas.,  Bailey,  Badger, 
Baldwin,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barney, 
Brent,  Burges,  Clarke,  Cocke,  Crowninshiled,  Davis, 
Dvight,  Eastman,  Evcrtt,  Fosdick,  Gurley,  Has- 
brouck,  Henry,  Hcrrick,  Hoffinan,  Hngiuiin,  Hum- 
phrey, Ingersoll,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Ky.,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Oule,  Locke,  lbl> 
larj,  Martindale,  Morria  of  New  York,  li'Manns, 
Meech,  Mcrwin  of  Conn.,  Uetcalfe,  Uitler  of  New 
York,  Miner,  James  S.  Mitchell,  O^rien,  Poarce. 
Porter,  Powell,  Reed,  Ross,  Bands,  Scott,  Shannon, 
Sloanc,  Sprague,  Stewart^  Storrs,  Strong,  Swann, 
Test,  Tomliosoo,  Tucker  of  Now  Jersey,  Yanco,  Yar< 
num,  Wales,  Ward,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wblttemore, 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  James  Wilson,  Woods  of  Ohio, 
Wright,  Wurts,  Young — 75. 

Kays. — Messrs  Addams  of  Pa.,  Alexander  of  Ya., 
Alexander  of  Tenn,,  Alston,  Angel,  Ashley,  Bsrbour 
of  Vs.,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Bhur,  Bradley,  Bryan, 
Buchanan,  Cambroleng,  Carson,  Cory,  Claiborne, 
Conner,  Crump,  Davenport,  Dcils,  Drayton,  Edwards 
<tf  Fa.,  Edwirds  of  N.  C,  FIndlay  of  Pa.,  Undlay  of 
Ohio,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Govan,  HanUIton,  Harrisi 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hines,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isscks, 
Jennings,  Ercbs,  Eremer,  Lecompte,  Livingston, 
Long,  Uarable.  KcCoy,  UeDuffie,  UcHatton,  Ment 
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vetber,  Miller  of  Pa.,  John  Hitcbell,  Mitchell  of 
Ud.,  Mitchell  of  Teim.,  Moore  of  Ky.,  Newton,  Orr, 
Oweo,  Peter,  Plumer,  Polk,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant, 
Verplanck,  Weems,  WickiiSe,  Wolfe— 6fi. 

So  the  House  resolved  to  adhere  to  its  ameod- 
meut; 

Satubdat,  March  8. 
ITuiTilt  to  the  Speaber. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Swas,  it  vra» 
£etolwid,  That  the  thinks  of  this  Boiue  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honor^le  Jobh  Yf.  Taylor,  for  the 
able,  intpaMial,  and  digniBed  manner  in  which  be 
has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  performed 
the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

ySr.  MoDuvm  moved  the  foUowing  resolo- 

Jtexdved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  bo  author- 
ized and  directed  to  sabscribe  for  three  hundred 
copies  of  the  Register  of  tho  Debates  in  Congress, 
for  the  two  last  sesmons,  published  by  Gales  and 
Scnton,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  T<dume,  and 
that  he  be  authorized  to  pay  for  the  same  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

In  Biipporting  this  resolntion,  Mr.  McD.  Ad- 
verted to  the  necessity  for  a  work  of  this 
descriptioD,  and  its  value  in  illnstratliig  the  laws 
of  the  coantTT,  by  showing  the  motives  and  rea- 
sons which  had  inflneneed  the  L^slotare  in 
passing  them;  stated  the  great  expense  inciden- 
tal to  snch  a  publication,  and  the  inability  of 
the  pnblishera  to  pereevere  in  their  design  with- 
out aid  from  Congress,  as  the  character  and 
price  of  the  work  restrained  it  from  a  circola- 
tion  proportioned  to  its  great  public  utility. 

Mr.  Webster,  after  expressing  similar  views, 
stated  his  belief  that  the  encouragement  pro- 
posed in  the  resolntion  woold  be  insufficient,  and 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  from 
firom  three  to  fire  hundred. 

Mr.  McDrrriB  accepted  this  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  hb  resolntion. 

Mr.  WsiaoT  and  Mr.  Babtiett  made  tome 
ftarther  observations  on  the  chamcter  of  the 
work^  as  hitherto  ezeonted,  and  in  soppcni  of 
the  resolution  as  modified. 

Mr,  FonsTTH  opposed  the  resolntion;  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr;  Evebbtt  and  Mr.  Heboeb  ; 

When  the  resohtUon  was  adopted. 
(hlowuation  8oeU^, 

ILr.  Mebcsb,  from  the  Bdect  Committee  to 
whom  were  referred  tho  memorials  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States  praying  fur  the 
aid  of  Congress  in  colonizing  tho  free  people  of 
color  of  tlie  United  States  in  Africa;  together 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  States  of  Delaware 
and  Kentucky,  recommending  to  the  favorable 
regard  of  Congress  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ists, made  a  report  thereon  favorable  to  the 
views  of  tlie  memoriali»ts,  but  recommending 
that  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the  next 
aes^n  of  Congtesa, 


plABca,  18ST. 

On  a  motion  to  print  the  report,  a  desultory 
det>ate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Fobstth,  Kbs- 
MBB,  Steono,  CAMBBELBKOfMsBciB,  andHaimr 
TON,  took  part 

Mr.  Weeub  said  he  felt  himsdf  constrained  to 
offer  a  word  or  two  on  this  sol^ect  He  owed 
itto  thehonorable  chairman,  and  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  had  directed  him  to 
present  this  report,  and,  as  one  of  that  com- 
mittee, to  himsaf,  to  remark,  that  he  ooiudder- 
ed  this,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  one  irf  the  meet  mi- 
usua]  and  unprecedented  attacks  ever  made  upon 
a  report  on  its  presentation  to  this  House;  and 
he  ndgfat  be  permitted  to  add,  with  propriety, 
the  most  Quwarrantable.  To  print  reports 
without  being  read  was,  assuredly,  an  evtacj 
day  practice.  But  if  tlie  House,  under  existing 
circumstances,  was  willing  to  afford  the  time, 
the  committee  could  have  no  poe^ble  objection 
to  have  the  report  read;  that  be  had  heard  it 
read  twice,  and  that  attentively,  and  so  far  ts 
judgment  went,  he  could  assure  gentlemen  they 
would  find  it  ably  and  iostructively  drawn  up, 
not  meddling  in  the  least  with  the  right  of 
property  in  tiie  slave,  whilst,  at  tlie  same  time, 
it  pointed  out  the  true  policy  as  to  what  aboold 
be  done  with  the  free  people  of  color.  A  tr^ 
of  reasoning  dr,  well  calculated  to  produce 
convictions  as  desirable  as  honorable.  Vhen 
read,  and  properly  understood,  he  mi^t  be 
permitted  to  say,  be  hoped  and  believed  wonid 
be  the  means,  under  Providence,  of  inducing  the 
South  to  step  forward,and  the  North  no  longer 
to  hold  back.  '  He  said  it  was  not  his  tutoition, 
at  thisstafre  of  tho  session,  unnecessarily  to  de- 
tain the  House.  The  gentleman  last  up,  from 
Maine,  SpraousO  had  measureably  saved 
him  the  necessity,  by  anticipnting  him  in  some 
of  his  remarks.  The  report  onght,  and  he  trust- 
ed would  be  sustuued,  now  that  it  hod  been 
attacked  without  a  bearing,  cotasequently  flie 
coDtttits  unknown.  He  would  trouble  the 
House  with  no  further  remark,  hut  leave  it  to 
their  good  sense  and  justice,  under  a  persuaaon 
they  would  order  the  report  to  be  printed. 

And  the  report  was  tliea  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed— ayes  71,  noes  40. 

Georgia  arid  the  United  Stata. 
Mr.  Evebbtt,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  two  Messages  from  the 
Preudent  of  the  United  States^  with  reeolutaou 
of  the  Legislature  of  Geor^^a,  and  other  doeu- 
ments,  rdatang  to  the  controversy  as  to  the 
right  to  eert^n  lands  lying  within  the  limits 
the  State  of  tSeorgia,  occupied  and  clamed  by 
the  Cre^  In^aos,  made  a  long  and  detdled 
r^KMTt  thtfecm,  reoommimcUng  the  adoption  cS 
the  fn^owing  reaoJntions: 

1.  Rwelved,  That  it  Is  expedient  to  procure  a 
cession  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  hn^ts  of  Georgia. 

2.  Rn^woi,  That,  until  a  cession  is  procured,  the 
laws  of  the  land,  as  set  forth  in  the  Treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, ought  to  be  maintained  by  all  ocoessary 
constitutional  and  legal  means. 

Mr.£v«BBn,  after  scnne  remarks  <m  the  late* 
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nesB  of  ihe  period  of  tl^  seaeion,  and  the  nnwill- 
ingness  of  the  committee,  at  this  moment,  to 
engage  in  the  discasBioii,  unless  compelled  to 
do  80  by  a  determination  of  others  to  debate  the 
tabjeet,  made  a  motion  that  the  report  and 
accompanying  docnmenta  be  printed. 

The  Chair  thought  some  other  dispontion 
of  the  report  must  first  be  made. 

Mr.  Powell  moTed  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table,  and  print  it ;  bat  withdrew  his  motion  at 
the  request  of 

Mr.  Dbatton,  who  Baid^  as  be  did  not  concur 
in  the  report  which  Lad  Just  been  read,  he 
should  offer  an  ameadment  to  It.  Tlie  ques- 
tioQS  arinog  out  of  this  report,  (said  Mr.  D^) 
reqaire  for  thdr  solation  Uie  oonnderatioik  of 
gnat  conatitQtioual  and  legal  principles— on 
examination  into  the  political  and  territorial 
rights  of  Geor^  before  and  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  an  inquiry  into 
the  powers  affecting  these  political  and  twrito- 
rial  rights,  which,  under  that  instmment,  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States.  Grave  and 
complicate  such  inveatigations  would  be,  if  they 
were  presented  to  us  merely  as  abstract  propo- 
sitions ;  bat  when  the  parties  at  issue  are  the 
United  States  and  a  fiovereign  State^  when  the 
maintenance  of  the  conflicting  doctnoes  assert- 
ed by  tiie  President,  and  by  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  may  lead  to  the  unployment  of  the 
regular  force  agMnst  oar  fellow-oitiz«u,  may 
shake  the  solid  fiabric  of  oar  Union  to  its  centre, 
and  involve  onr  country  in  tiie  horrors  of  civil 
war,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  any  investiga- 
tion in  which  we  could  be  engaged,  of  a  more 
important  and  critical  nature.  It  would  be  in- 
cambent  upon  a  member  of  this  body,  before  he 
appioaohed  their  discussion,  anxiously  and  dis- 
paaaitmately  to  have  directed  bis  mind  to  the 
snbject,  and  after  having  done  so,  to  state  and 
support  his  opinion  respectfully,  but  fully,  can- 
didly, and  fearlessly.  I  have,  sir,  bestowed  upon 
this  report,  and  upon  the  matters  growing  out  of 
it,  as  much  attention  as  my  duties  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  and  as  niy  other  duties  aa  a  mem- 
ber at  the  House,  permitted,  and  I  have  arrived 
at  the  oondosiona  contained  in  the  resolutions 
which  I  dull  salnnit.  Though  it  is  ardendy  to 
be  derirad,  that  the  Judgment  of  Oongreas  should 
be  pronounced  upon  this  oratrorersy,  as  it  would 
doubtiess  have  a  salutary  influence  in  assuaging 
ihe  passions  which  have  been  excited,  yet  be- 
lieving that  to  be  impracticable  at  this  expiring 
period  of  the  sesnon,  I  shall  refrtdn  from  mak- 
ing any  observations  in  support  of  my  resolu- 
tions, unless  any  arguments  should  be  urged  in 
&Tor  of  the  report.  In  that  event,  I  should 
endeavor  to  reply  to  those  ailments,  and  to 
support  my  own  views  by  reasoning  and  by 
authorities.  Without  further  treniaanng  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Spisaker, 
to  offer  the  following  resolutions  as  an  amend- 
ment  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  be  iu- 
aerted  after  the  word  "repmt:" 

1.  Xaolnai,  That  the  State  of  OMmda  posieuBi 
YouUL— 80 


[H.  OP  B. 

the  right  to  the  soil,  and  the  Jurisdiotioa  over  tbo 
lands  within  her  Ihnits,  which  are  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  Creek  Indians. 

2.  Retolmd,  That  the  State  of  Geoigia  has  the 
right  to  extinguish  the  title  to  the  lands  the  In- 
dians within  her  Territory,  and  to  legislate  ftv  than 
in  all  cases,  nbject  to  the  right  of  CoDgreH  to 
"  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes.** 

5.  Rtntved,  That  surveying  lands  In  the  occupancy 
of  the  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  by  the  authority  of  her  LegiaUtare,is 
not  an  interference  with  the  right  of  Coogren  to 
«« regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

6.  i£e«oIiiMi;  That  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs 
having  been  eseoated  and  ratified  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians, and  having  been  executed  and  ratified  on  the 
part  of  the  Uidted  States,  !n  the  manner  prescribed 
bf  the  constitution,  and  never  having  been  consti- 
tutionally repealed,  all  the  rights  which  under  it 
were  convened  to  the  State  of  Oeorgia  are  onim* 
paired  at  this  time. 

6.  Jte»olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  extinguish  the  claim  which  la 
set  up  by  the  Creek  Indians  to  the  lands  In  thdr 
occupancy,  in  the  State  <tf  Georgia,  which  were  not 
comprehoided  In  Uie  treaty  oi  Washington. 

[The  question  was  then  taken  on  printing,  and 
carried  in  tiie  affirmative.] 

Mr.  EvxHETT  moved  the  printing  of  8,000 
copiee — 6,000  also  was  moved,  and  1,000. 

The  question  bdng  taken  on  6,000— the  yeas 
were  61,  noes  67. 

I%naZ  Proesedingi. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
noticing  tbo  wpcnntment  of  a  joint  committee 
to  widt  on  the  Frendoit  of  the  United  States^ 
and  to  inform  him,  that,  if  he  has  no  ftuther 
communications  to  make  to  Congress,  the  two 
Houses  are  ahont  to  close  the  present  ses^on  by 
an  adjournment. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolntion  for  the 
appointment  of  this  committee,  and  Mr.  Wkb- 
8TBB  and  Mr.  Bassett  were  named  of  the  com- 
mittee on  its  part; 

The  Spkaksb  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

GMiUnun  of  the  Howte  of  R^aretetUativts : 

It  was  with  unafiected  mffldence,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Congress,  that  I  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  diatingulshed  station  to  which 
your  partiality  was  pleased  to  call  me.  For  the  &• 
▼orahle  estimate  you  have  this  day  expressed  of  my 
official  labors,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  most  grate- 
ful acknowledgmf  nts.  The  generous  support  which 
has  been  uniformly  given  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Cbair,  and  the  indulgence  which  has  been  extended 
to  me,  In  the  discharge  of  erery  other  duty,  have 
left  on  my  heart  an  impresrion  as  enduring  as  lift. 

If  the  deUberations  of  this  Congress  hare  not  re- 
sulted in  many  acta  of  great  nraonal  Interest,  H 
has  arisen  from  no  omission  on  the  part  of  the  Bep- 
rcsentatlves  of  the  people  to  devote  their  time  and 
talents  to  the  public  service ;  but  is  attributable,  in 
part,  to  the  happy  condition  of  the  country,  which 
reqidred  few  changes  in  its  established  policy,  and, 
in  part,  to  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  two 
bruiehes  of  the  Legidatnre  in  regard  to  some  meofr 
ores  of  primary  importance. 
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Under  ^oar  fotterine  care,  howerer,  our  establiah- 
Btents  for  ^fenoe,  botn  miliUry  and  nftral,  have  %d- 
Tanced  towards  maturity;  the  means  of  infonnaUon 
and  commercUI  intercoane  bare  been  extended; 
file  utional  debt  baa  been  reduced ;  and  your  best 
efibrts  have  not  been  wanting  to  affbrd  protection 
and  encourtgenMnt  to  our  navigation  and  manufac- 
tores. 

More  than  two  thousand  subjects,  of  rarioos  de- 
scription, presented  for  legislation,  have  been  exam> 
ined  and  reported  npoa,  by  the  committees  of  this 
House,  whose  valuable  and  persevering  labors  entitie 
Ihem  to  publio  gratitude.  Although  snaay  Impor- 
tant MUs  are  arrested  in  their  progress  by  the  ter- 
nUMtioii  of  Congress,  the  industry  and  intelligence 
irtdcb  have  been  employed  in  maturing  them  will 
BoC  be  lost.  To  the  hands  of  our  successors  we  may 
Mb^  confide  the  d<^iig  of  wliaterer  the  natkm  ihaU 
nqi^to  b«  done. 


[HABaH,1827 

With  earnest  prayen  that  the  aerrices  fai  wUch 
we  have  been  engaged  redound  to  tlw  goml 
welfare ;  that  eadi  of  you,  under  tiie  guidance  of  a 
tffotecting  Providence,  may  meet  your  &milies  and 
friends  in  health  and  {vosperfty,  and  long  etuoy  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  your  conMituents ;  In  dos- 
ing the  session,  I  wish  you  an  affectionate  ftreveO. 

Kr.  WEBOTBit,  fVom  the  oonnuittee  .awdnted 
to  w^t  OD  the  President  of  the  United  fitatei, 
reported  the  performance  of  that  doty,  ud  tint 
the  President  had  no  farther  oommanicttioa  to 
make  to  the  Honse. 

X  messase  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  notifying 
them  that  thiaHooae  is  ready  to  a^jonm;  vhers- 
npoa 

The  SnuEB  then  adjoomed  the  Honse  tm 

die. 
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TWENTIETH  CONGEESS.-FffiST  SESSION, 


BEGUK  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBEK  8,  1B27. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


KoKDAT,  December  8, 1827. 

The  hoar  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  Hod- 
orable  John  0.  OALHOiry,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  took  the  chair.  The  roll  of  Sen- 
ators baring  been  called  over  bj  Mr.  Lowbib, 
tiie  Secretary,  it  appeared  that  every  member 
iras  in  attendance,  except  Hr.  Wbbster,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  of  niiooia. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered  to 
sncb  members  as,  having  been  elected  since  the 
last  session,  now  take  weir  seats  for  years 
from  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uaoon,  the  Secretuy  was 
ordered  to  wait  upon  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  inform  them  that  a  qnortim  of  the 
Senate  was  present,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business.  He  returned,  and  reported  that  the 
House  had  not  yet  elected  their  Speaker. 

A  message  was  shortly  after  received  from 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  by  their  Clerl^ 
announcing  that  a  quorum  of  that  Houso  had 
assembled;  that  Andrew  Stbvenson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, had  been  elected  their  Speaker,  and  that 
tiiey  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Soon  after,  a  second  message  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  House  had  passed  a  joint  reso- 
Intion,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  each 
HoDse,  to  w^t  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  infbnn  him  that  they  were  ready  to 
receive  any  commaniciuion  he  might  have  to 
make. 


•LIST  OV  HElfBBES  OF  TUB  SENATE. 

JKiIm— Jolui  Cbwdler,  Albion  K.  Parria, 

iTdflijMUi^— Samael  B«ll,  L«t1  Woodbarf. 
JToikuvIkwMi;— Nathulel  Sitsbee,  Daniel  Webster. 
OiMiMdffM— Batnnel  A.  Foot,  Cdvln  WlUey. 
iOodt  iWaadl— Nehemlah  B.  Knight,  Asber  Bobbins, 
rsnmmt— I>ndl«7'  Chase,  Hotttio  SsTmoor. 
JTmb  Idrfc— UsrtiB  Tan  Bann,  Natlua  Sanflnd. 
J^ND  Ansy.— Hablon  DUkmon,  Ephndm  "-'—inn 
i>«itfuirtea»to.— Wllllant  Uarks,  laaao  D.  Barnard. 
i>«faiiMir&— LoDla  UcLane,  Henry  H.  Bidgelj. 
JfofyiotKL— Bamnel  Smiui,  Siekiel  Okambm 


The  resolution  was  concurred  in,  and  Messrs. 
Hacon,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ^point* 
ed  a  o(nnmittee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen^ 


TuBSDAT,  December  4. 
Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Joint  Committee  d 
both  Houses,  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  reported  that  they 
had  done  so,  and  had  received  for  answer  that 
tiie  President  wonldmake  a  commoulcatton, 
in  writing,  to  both  Houses,  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day. 

The  Message  was  shortly  after  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  John 
Adams,  his  privste  Secretary,  and  was  read  as 
follows  : 

Metsags  ((f  the  Pretident,  ■ 

J!Ulw-4?iiixeng  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  Houte  of  Bepresentatieea  • 

A  RBTOLBTIOK  of  the  BefiBons  has  nearly  been  com* 
pleted  since  the  representatives  of  the  People  and 
States  of  this  Union  were  last  assembled  at  this 
place,  to  deEberate  and  to  act  upon  the  common 
important  interests  of  their  constituents.  In  that 
interval,  the  never-slumbering  eye  of  a  wise  and 
beneficent  Providence  has  continoed  its  guardian 
care  over  the  welfere  of  our  beloved  country.  The 
bleesing  of  htalth  has  continued  generally  to  pre- 
vail tliroughout  the  land.  The  blessing  of  peace 
with  our  brethren  of  the  human  race,  has  been 
enjoyed  without  Interruption ;  internal  quiet  bos  left 


nrgMa^U  "V.  Tuewell,  John  Tyler. 

JTorlk  Carailna^ohn  Branch,  NothanU  liaeoiL 

SmtkawMna,  WUltan  Smith,  Bobert  T.  Bstm. 

Georgia.— 3,  VcPberson  Berrien,  Tbomaa  W.  GolA. 
Xentuekjf.—Rlchui  M.  Johnson,  John  Bowaa. 

7'cnfWMe.— Juhn  II.  Eaton,  ITngh  L.  White.  . 

OAfo.— WllUam  H.  Ilarrlson,  Benjamin  Bnggles. 
ZoHMano,— Dnnilnlqne  Boullgny,  Josiah  B.  JoluMton. 
HuHana^VBOaat  Hendricks,  Jamea  Noble. 
JRssfss^jiC— Tbomaa  IL  iniUama,  Powhattan  EUla. 
JlUnoU—Wm  K.  Kane,  Jove  &  Thomas. 
.iUafcMna.— Hemr  ChombOB,  TQllam  B.  Kli«. 
JHiioiirt— DavM  Bartoa,  Thomaa  H.  BontOB.  ' 
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our  fellow-dtizens  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  their 
rigtits,  and  in  the  free  exercise  of  all  their  faculties 
to  pursue  the  impulse  of  their  nature,  and  the  obli- 
gation of  their  duty,  in  the  improrement  of  their  own 
condition.  The  productions  of  the  soil,  the  ex- 
changes of  commerce,  the  vivifying  labors  of  human 
Industry  bare  combined  to  mingle  in  our  cnp  a  por- 
tion of  enjoyment  as  large  and  liberal  as  the  indul- 
gence of  heaven  has  perhaps  ever  granted  to  the  im- 
perfect state  of  man  upon  earth ;  and  as  the  purest 
of  human  felicity  consists  In  its  participaUon  with 
others,  it  is  no  small  addition  to  the  sum  of  our  na- 
tional hapfiness,  at  this  time,  that  peace  and  prosper- 
ity prevail  to  a  degree  seldom  experienced  over  the 
whole  habitable  globe ;  presenting,  though  as  yet  with 
painful  exceptions,  a  foretaste  of  that  blessed  period 
of  promise,  when  the  lion  shall  lie  down  with  the 
Iamb,  and  wars  shall  be  no  more.  To  preserve,  to 
improve,  and  to  perpetuate  the  sources,  and  to  direct, 
In  their  most  effective  channels,  the  streams  which 
contribute  to  the  public  weal,  is  the  purpose  for 
which  government  was  instituted.  Objects  of  deep 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  are  con- 
stantly recurring,  to  demand  the  attention  of  the 
Federal  Le^slature  ;  and  they  call  with  accumulated 
intere8t,'at  the  first  meeting  of  the  two  Houses, 
after  their  periodical  renovation.  To  present  to 
their  consideration,  from  time  to  time,  subjects  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  nation  are  most  deeply 
Involved,  and  for  the  regulation  of  which  the  legis- 
lative will  is  alone  competent,  is  a  duty  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  to  the  performanco  of  wUch 
the  first  meeting  of  the  now  Congresa  is  a  period 
eminently  appropriate,  and  which  it  is  now  my  pur- 
pose to  ^schargo. 

Our  relations  of  friendship  with  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth,  political  and  commercial,  have  been 
preserved  onimpaired,  and  the  opportuoMes  to  im- 
prove them  have  been  culiivated  with  anxious  and 
unremitting  attention.  A  negotiation  upon  sub- 
jects of  hi^  and  delicate  interest  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  has  terminated  in  the 
adjustment  of  some  of  the  questions  at  issae  upon 
satisfactory  terms,  and  the  postponement  of  others 
for  future  discussion  and  agreement.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  Convention  concluded  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1622,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  have 
been  carried  into  effect,  by  a  subsequent  Conven- 
tion concluded  at  London  on  the  1 3th  of  November, 
1826,  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  at 
that  place  on  the  6th  day  of  February  last.  A  copy 
of  the  proclamation  iasned  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
Karch  last,  publishing  this  Convention,  is  herewith 
communicated  to  Congresa.  The  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  and  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars,  therein  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  claim- 
ants of  Indemnity  under  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  has  been  duly  received,  and  the  commis- 
sion institnted  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress 
Of  the  second  of  March  last,  for  the  distribution  of 
the  indemnity  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  it, 
are  now  in  session,  and  approaching  the  connum* 
mation  of  their  labors.  This  final  disposal  of  one 
of  the  most  painful  toincs  of  collision  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Briton,  not  only  affords 
an  occasion  of  gratulation  to  ourtelves,  but  has  had 
tbe  happiest  effect  in  promoting  a  friendly  dispo- 
dtion,  and  in  softenbg  asperities  npon  other  objects 
of  disonsdon.  Nor  ongnt  it  to  pass  without  tbe 
tribute  of  •  ftanic  and  cordial  acknowledgment  of 


the  magnanimity  with  vhieh  an  hoDonble  nation* 
by  the  reparation  of  their  own  wrongs,  achieve*  a 
triumph  more  glorious  than  any  field  of  blood  ean 

ever  bestow. 

The  Conventions  of  8d  July,  1815,  and^20th 
of  October,  1818,  will  exjure  by  their  ow^Bmita- 
tion  on  the  SOUi  of  October,  1828.  These  havs 
regulated  the  direct  commercial  Intercoorse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  upon  terms  of 
the  most  perfect  reciprocity ;  and  they  effected  m 
temporary  compromise  of  the  respective  rights  and 
claims  to  territory  westward  of  the  Bocky  Monn- 
tains.  These  arrangements  have  been  continned 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  Une,  after  the  exinra- 
tion  of  the  above-mentioned  Convention ;  leaving 
each  party  the  liberty  of  terminating  them,  by 
giving  twelve  months  notice  to  the  other.  Tbe 
radical  principle  of  all  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween independent  nations,  is  the  mutual  interest 
of  both  parties.  It  is  the  vital  spirit  of  trade  it- 
self; nor  can  it  be  reconciled  to  the  nature  of  man, 
or  to  the  primary  laws  of  human  society,  that  any 
trafflo  should  long  be  willin^y  pursued,  of  which 
all  the  advantages  are  on  one  side,  and  all  the  bur- 
dens on  the  other.  Treaties  of  Commerce  have 
been  found,  by  experience,  to  be  among  the  most 
effective  intruments  for  promoting  peace  and  har- 
mony between  nations  whose  interests,  exclonvely 
considered  on  either  side,  are  brought  into  frequent 
collision  by  competition.  In  framing  such  treaties^ 
it  is  the  duty  of  each  party,  not  simply  to  urge  with 
unyielding  pertinacity  that  which  suits  his  own  in- 
terest, but  to  concede  liberally  to  that  which  is 
adapted  to  the  interest  of  the  other.  To  accom- 
plish this,  little  more  is  generally  required  than  a 
simple  ol»ervance  of  the  rule  of  rectproctty ;  and 
were  it  possible  for  the  statesmen  of  one  nation,  hj 
stratagem  and  management,  to  obudn  from  the 
weakness  or  ignorance  of  anotber,  an  overreaddng 
treaty,  such  a  compact  would  prove  an  incentive  to 
war  rather  than  a  bond  of  iKace.  Our  conventiom 
with  Great  Britain  are  founded  upon  the  principles 
of  reciprocity.  The  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  greater  in  magnitude  and 
amount  than  between  any  two  other  nations  on  the 
globe.  It  is,  for  all  porposM  of  lienefit  or  advan- 
tage to  both,  as  precioos,  and  in  all  probabiH^ 
far  more  extensive  than  If  the  parties  were  stul 
constituent  parts  of  one  and  the  same  nation. 
Treaties  between  such  States,  regulating  the  inter- 
course of  peace  l>etween  them,  and  adjusting  in- 
terests of  such  transcendent  importance  to  both, 
which  have  been  found,  in  a  long  experience  of 
years,  mutually  advantageous,  shonla  not  be  lightlj 
cancelled  or  discontinued.  Two  conventions  for 
continuing  m  force  those  above  mentioned  have 
been  concluded  lietween  tiie  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  two  Governments,  on  the  sixth  of  August  last, 
and  will  be  forthwith  laid  before  the  Senate  for  tbe 
exercise  of  thdrconstitotiooalanthoritjaoncemng 
them. 

In  the  execution  of  the  Treaties  of  Peace, 
November,  1782,  and  September,  1188,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  which  ter- 
minated the  War  of  our  Independence,  a  line  of 
boundary  was  drawn  as  the  demarcation  of  terri- 
tory between  the  two  countries,  extending  over 
near  twenty  degrees  of  latitude,  and  ranging  over 
seas,  lakes,  and  mountains,  then  vei;  imperfectly 
explored,  and  scarcely  opened  to  the  geompUcat 
knowledge  of  the  age.  IntheprogreNof  cuacoTCtT 
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and  aettlement  by  both  parties,  dnce  that  time, 
Bevenil  qnestiou  of  botmdar.T  between  their  re- 
BpectivQ  territories  hare  ariaeD,  which  have  beea 
foond  exceedingly  difficult  of  adjustment.  At  the 
oloM  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  four  of 
these  questions  prcand  themielvei  upon  the  con- 
deration  of  the  nwotiatnr  of  the  Treatj  of 
Ohenb,  but  without  the  means  of  concludi^  a 
deflniUve  arrangement  concerning  them.  They 
were  referred  to  three  separate  Gommissiotia, 
coDsiaUng  of  two  Commissioners,  one  appointed  by 
each  party,  to  examine  and  dedde  upon  their  re- 
spective cisima.  In  the  event  of  this  disagreement 
between  the  Commlsaioiien,  it  was  prorided  that 
they  should  main  reports  to  thdr  sereral  Ooveni* 
meats;  and  that  the  reports  AouM  flnaOy  be  re- 
ferred to  the  deciedon  of^  a  sover^gn,  the  common 
friend  of  both.  Of  these  commiadons,  two  hare 
already  terminated  thdr  seBcaonB  and  larestigatiotis, 
ona  by  entire,  and  the  other  by  partial  agreement. 
The  Oomndidoners  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  fflient  haro  finally  disagreed,  and  made  th^r 
coafliotiiig  reports  to  their  own  governments.  But 
£rom  theee  reports  a  great  difficulty  has  occurred  in 
mailing  up  a  qacstion  to  be  decided  by  the  Arbi- 
trator. This  purpose  baa,  however,  been  effected 
by  a  fourth  Convention,  concluded  at  X.ondon  by 
the  RenipoteDtiaries  of  Uie  two  Governments  on 
the  89th  of  September  last.  It  irill  be  submitted, 
together  with  the  others,  to  the  eoDSideratioa  of 
the  Senate. 

While  these  questions  have  been  pending,  inci- 
dents have  occurred  of  coatlicting  prctennoos,  and 
of  dangerous  character  upon  the  territory  itself  in 
dispute  twtwcen  the  two  nations.  By  a  common 
andersUndiog  t>etween  the  Governments  it  was 
aoreed  Uiat  no  exercise  of  exclusive  jnriadiotion  by 
either  party,  while  the  negotiation  was  pending, 
should  change  the  state  of  the  question  of  right  to 
be  defliUtively  settied.  Such  coUidon  has  never- 
theless recently  taken  jAo.ee,  by  occurrences  the 
precise  character  of  which  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained. A  communicatitm  from  the  Governor  of 
tlie  State  of  Hdoe,  with  accompanyine  doonmeota 
and  a  correqMmdeoce  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Mhiister  of  Great  Britain,  on  this  sub- 
ject, are  now  communicated.  Uessures  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  ftcts  more  cor- 
rectly, by  the  employment  of  a  special  agent  to 
vidt  the  spot  where  the  alleged  outrages  have  oc- 
curred, the  result  of  whose  Inquiries,  when  reedved, 
will  be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

WhUe  80  many  of  the  snqjectrof  high  Interest  to 
the  ftiendly  relations  between  the  two  countries 
have  been  so  far  a^usted,  it  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  tlieir  views  respecting  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
Colonial  poasesuona  hare  not  equally  mproiimated 
to  a  friendly  agreement. 

At  the  commencemcDt  of  the  last  Sesrion  of  Con- 
gress, they  were  inflmned  of  the  ndden  and  unex- 
pected excludon  by  the  British  Government,  of  ac- 
cess, in  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  all  their  colo- 
nial ports,  except  tbqse  immediately  borderii^  upon 
our  own  territories.  In  the  amicable  discus^ns 
which  have  succeeded  the  adoptlou  of  this  measure, 
whidi,  as  it  affected  harshly  the  hiteresta  of  the 
United  Stales,  became  a  sut^ect  of  expoetalatlon  on 
our  part,  the  prindi^ea  upon  which  its  jnstlflouion 
has  beea  placed,  havo  been  of  a  dlvanmed  charao- 
ter^  it  hai  twen  at  once  aaorUwd  to  a  nara  new> 
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renoe  to  the  old,  long-established  principle  of  coIo- 
nial  monopoly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  a  feeling  of 
resentment,  beoause  the  oSfers  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment opening  the  coloiUal  ports  upon  certain  con- 
dttioDs,  had  not  been  grasped  at  with  sufficient  ea- 
gerness by  an  hutantaneoos  conformity  to  thenL 
At  a  subsequent  period  it  has  been  intiniated  that 
the  new  excludon  was  in  resentment,  because  a 
prior  Act  of  Parliament,  of  1822,  opening  certain 
colonial  ports,  under  heavy  and  burdensome  re- 
strictions, to  vessels  of  the  United  States,  had  not 
been  reciprocated  by  an  admisaion  of  British  ves* 
sels  from  the  colonies,  and  their  caigoea,  without 
any  restriction  or  discrimination  whatever.  But, 
be  the  motion  for  the  interdiction  what  it  may,  the 
British  Government  have  manifested  no  disporition, 
either  by  negotiation  or  by  corresponding  legislative 
enaotments,  to  recede  from  it,  and  we  have  been 
given  distinctly  to  understand,  that  neither  of  the 
bills  which  were  onder  the  coasideratiou  of  Con- 
greas.  at  their  last  sesrion,  would  havs  been  deemed 
Bofflment  In  their  concesriooa;  to  have  been  rewarded 
by  any  relaxation  from  the  British  interdict.  It  Is 
one  of  tiia  inconveniences  inseparably  connected 
with  the  attempts  to  adjust  by  reciprocal  legislation, 
interests  of  this  nature,  that  neither  party  can  know 
what  would  be  satis&ctory  to  the  other ;  and  that, 
after  enacting  a  statute  for  the  avowed  and  Bincere 
purpose  of  conciliation,  it  will  generally  be  foood 
utterly  inadequate  to  this  expectations  of  the  other 
party,  and  wiU  terminate  in  mutual  disappointment. 

The  sesrion  of  Congress  having  terminated  with- 
out any  act  upon  the  sul:>ject,  a  Proclamation  was 
Issued,  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  conformably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Ist 
Uarch,  1823,  decUring  the  fact  that  the  trade  and 
interconne  antbtnlzed  by  the  British  Aet  of  Pariia- 
ment,  of  24th  June,  1822,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  enumerated  colonial  ports, 
had  been,  by  the  subsequent  Acts  of  Parliament,  of 
6th  July,  182fi,  and  the  Order  of  Council,  of  27th 
July,  1826,  prohibited.  The  effect  of  this  ProcU- 
mation,  by  tiie  terms  of  the  Act  under  which  it  was 
issned,  has  been,  that  each  and  every  provision  of 
the  Act  concerning  Navigation,  of  18th  April,  1848, 
and  of  the  Act  supplementary  thereto,  of  16th  May, 
1620,  revived,  and  la  in  full  force.  Such,  then,  is 
tlie  present  condition  of  the  trade,  that,  nsefol  as 
it  is  to  both  parties,  it  can,  with  a  ringle  momentary 
exception,  be  carrijBd  on  direotiy  by  the  vessels  of 
neither.  That  exception  itself  is  found  in  a  Procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  of  the  island  of  St.  Chris- 
tOfrfier  and  of  the  Virgin  islands,  inviting,  for  three 
montiis  from  the  S8th  of  August  last,  the  importa- 
tion of  the  articles  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  which  constitute  their  export  portion  of  this 
trade,  in  the  vessels  of  all  nations.  That  period 
having  already  expired,  the  state  of  mutual  inter- 
diction has  again  taken  idace.  The  British  Govern- 
ment have  not  only  docliaed  negotiation  tipon  this 
subject,  but,  by  the  priodide  they  have  assumed 
wiw  reference  to  it,  have  precluded  even  the  meani 
of  nraotiation.  It  becomes  not  the  self-respect  of 
the  United  States,  either  to  solicit  grttnitooa  fiivors, 
or  to  atwept  as  the  grant  of  a  favor  that  for  which 
an  ample  equivalent  is  exacted.  It  remains  to  be 
detenmned  by  the  respective  Goveronmits,  whether 
the  trade  shall  be  opened  by  sets  of  redprocal  leg- 
islation. It  is  in  the  mean  time  sati^ctoir  to 
know,  that,  apart  from  the  ineonvenlences  restuting 
from  ft  disturbMue  of  the  nrnutl  ohannds  of  tiade, 
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DO  loss  has  been  suataiaed  by  the  commerce,  the 
navigation,  or  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and 
none  of  tnagDitude  Is  to  be  apprehended  from  this 
ezisting  atate  of  mutual  interdioL 

\Vith  the  other  maritime  and  commercial  nations 
of  Europe,  our  intercourse  coutinues,  with  little  va< 
riation.  Since  the  ceseation,  by  the  Convention  of, 
24th  June,  1822,  of  all  discriminating  duties  upon 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  France,  in 
either  country,  our  trade  with  that  nation  has  in* 
cteased  and  is  increasing.  A  dispoaiUon  on  the 
part  of  France  has  been  manifested  to  renew  that 
negotiation;  and,  in  acceding  to  the  proposal,  we 
have  expressed  the  wish  that  it  might  be  extended 
to  other  objects,  upon  which  a  gocra  understanding 
between  the  parties  would  be  beneficial  to  the  in> 
terests  of  both.  The  origin  of  the  political  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  ia  coeval 
with  tbo  first  years  of  our  independence.  The 
memory  of  it  is  interwovea  with  Uiat  of  our  arduous 
•truggle  for  national  existence.  Weakened  aa  it 
lias  occasionally  been  since  that  time,  it  can  by  us 
never  be  forgotten;  and  we  should  hail  with  exulta* 
tion,  the  moment  which  should  indicate  a  recollec- 
tion, equally  friendly  in  spirit,  on  the  part  of  France. 
A  fresh  effort  has  been  recently  made,  by  the  Min- 
ister  of  the  United  States  residing  at  Paris,  to  ob- 
tain a  eonaideration  of  the  just  claima  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  to  ue  rniaratlon  of  wrongs 
long  since  comoiitted,  many  of  them  frankly  ac- 
knowledged, and  all  of  them  entitled,  upon  every 
principle  of  justice,  to  a  candid  examination.  The 
proposal  last  made  to  the  French  Government  has 
been  to  refer  the  subject,  which  has  formed  an  ob- 
stacle to  this  eoonderaUoo,  to  the  determination  «f 
a  sovereign,  the  common  filmd  of  both.  To  this 
(^er  no  definite  eoawer  haa  yet  been  received;  but 
the  gallant  and  honorable  spirit  which  has  at  all 
times  been  the  pride  and  glory  of  France,  will  not 
ultimately  permit  the  demands  of  innocent  sufferers 
to  be  eztioguished  in  Ute  mere  consdooanesa  of  tite 
power  to  r^ect  them. 

A  oew  ^«aty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, has  been  concluded  with  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for 
their  advice  with  regard  to  its  ratificaUon.  At  a 
more  recent  date,  a  Minister  Flempotentiary  from 
the  HanaeaUc  Republics  of  Hamburg,  Lubeok,  and 
Bremen,  has  been  received,  charged  with  a  epeclal 
mission  for  the  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  amity  and 
eommeree  between  that  ancient  and  renowned 
League  and  the  United  Statea,  This  negotiation 
hsa  accordingly  been  commenced  and  b  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  result  of  which  will,  if  suocessful,  be  also 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  thehr  consideration. 

Since  the  accession  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  to 
the  Imperial  throne  of  all  the  Ruamas,  the  fi^iendly 
dispoaitioDS  towards  the  United  States,  so  constant- 
ly mamfeated  by  his  predecessor,  have  f!<mtittued 
unabated ;  and  have  been  recently  testified  by  the 
^>poiDtment  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  reade 
at  this  place.  From  the  interest  taken  by  this  sov- 
ereign in  behalf  of  the  suffering  Greeka,  and  from 
the  sprit  with  which  others  of  the  great  European 
f  owera  are  co-operating  with  him,  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  of  bumamty  may  indulge  the  hope, 
that  they  will  obtain  relief  from  that  most  unequal  of 
coafilcts,  which  they  have  so  long  and  so  gallantly 
Bustained:  that  they  will  eqjoy  the  blessing  <h 
self-government,  which  by  their  sufferings  in  the 
(Stuse  of  liberty  thej  have  nnhiyoanied;  and  that 
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their  independence  will  be  secured  by  those  liberal 
institutions,  of  which  their  country  furnished  the 
earliest  examples  in  the  history  of  mankind,  and 
which  have  consecrated  to  immortal  remembrance 
the  very  soil  f<M-  which  tbey  are  now  again  profiisdy 
ponring  forth  their  blood.  The  ■ympatbies  wUeh 
the  Peoi^e  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  BO  warmly  indulged  with  their  cause,  have 
been  acknowledged  by  thdr  government,  in  a  letter 
of  thanks,  which  I  have  received  from  their  illustri- 
ous President,  a  tianataUon  of  whi^  ia  now  com- 
municated to  ConmH,  the  BoprnaautatiTM  of  thai 
nation  to  wfaom  tUa  tribute  ot  graUtude  was  in- 
tended to  be  paid,  and  to  whom  It  was  justly  doe. 

In  the  American  hemisphere,  the  cause  of  Free- 
dom and  Independence  has  continued  to  prevail ; 
and  if  signalized  by  none  of  those  splendid  triumphs 
which  had  crowned  with  glory  some  of  the  preced- 
ing yean,  It  has  tmly  been  from  the  VntaimMit 
all  externd  force  against  which  tiie  stny^  had 
been  maintained,  lie  shout  of  victory  has  been 
superseded  by  the  expulson  of  the  enemy  over 
whom  it  could  have  been  achieved.  Our  friendly 
wishes  and  cordial  good  will,  which  have  constantly 
followed  the  Southern  nations  of  America  in  all  the 
vicissitudea  of  their  war  of  Independence,  are  soo- 
ceeded  by  a  soUcitude,  equally  ardent  and  cordal, 
that,  by  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  their  institution^ 
tbey  may  secure  to  thetDBelves  the  ohirfoeat  Ueaa- 
inga  of  social  order,  and  the  beat  rewards  of  virtu- 
ous liberty.  Disclaiming  aUke  all  right  and  all  in- 
tention of  interfering  tn  those  conoerna  which  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  their  Independence  to  regulate 
as  to  them  shall  see  fit,  we  hau  with  joy  every  indi- 
cation of  their  pronerity,  of  their  hannony,  their 
persevering  and  hmexibto  homi^  to  those  princi- 
ples of  freedom  and  of  equal  rights,  which  are  alone 
suited  to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  American 
nations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  some  concern 
that  we  have  observed  indications  of  intestine  divi- 
uooa  in  some  of  the  Republics  of  the  Soutli,  and  ap- 
pearances of  less  union  with  one  anotiier,  than  we 
believe  to  be  the  interest  of  aU.  Among  the  re- 
sults of  this  state  of  things  has  been  that  Uie  Trea- 
ties concluded  at  Panama  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  ratified  by  the  contracting  parties,  and  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Congress  at  Tacubaya  has  been 
indefinitely  postponed.  In  accepting  the  invita- 
tions to  be  represented  at  this  Congress,  while  a 
manifestation  was  intended  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards 
the  Soutiieni  BepubUca  by  whcun  it  had  been  yv>- 
posed,  it  waa  hoped  that  it  wouUI  Gmaab  an  oppor- 
tunity for  bringing  aU  thenationaof  this  hemisphere 
to  the  common  acknowledgment  and  adoption  ctf 
the  principles,  in  the  regulation  of  their  intemati<mal 
relations,  which  would  nave  lecuied  a  huting  peace 
and  harmony  between  them,  and  have  pmsoted 
the  cause  of  mutual  beneT<daice  throoghoot  tiie 
globe.  But  as  obstacles  appear  to  have  arisen  to 
the  re-assembling  of  the  CongrcBS,  one  of  the  two 
Ministers  commisdoned  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  has  returned  to  the  bosom  of  his  country, 
while  the  minister  charged  with  the  ordinary  mis- 
sion to  Mexico,  remains  authorised  to  attend  at  the 
conferences  of  the  Congreas  whenever  they  may  be 
resumed. 

A  hope  was  fbr  a  short  time  entertained,  that* 

treaty  of  peace  actually  rigsed  between  the  Gov. 
ernmenta  of  Buenoa  Ayres  and  Braail  would  supei^ 
sede  all  further  oceawoa  fiir  those  oolliaioDs  be> 
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twcen  belligercDt  pretaasfeoB  and  iteatnl  righti, 
which  art  so  commonly  the  reault  of  maritime  war, 
and  which  have  nofortnnatelj  diatuibed  the  bar* 
moDT  of  the  relationi  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Braxilian  Oovemmenta.  At  their  last  seedon, 
Congresawere  informed  that  some  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers of  that  emiure  had  advanced  a&d  practised  upm 
prindplcs  In  relation  to  bloekadee  and  to  neotral 
navigation,  which  we  could  not  Banction,  and  which 
our  commanders  found  it  necessary  to  re^st.  It  ap- 
pears that  tbey  bare  not  been  sustuned  by  the  Oot- 
emment  of  Brazil  itself.  Some  of  the  vessels  cap- 
tured tmder  the  assumed  authority  of  these  erro- 
neous prindides  have  been  restored ;  and  we  tniit 
that  our  Jost  expeetattwis  will  b«  reaBxed,  that  ade- 

Soate  indemnity  will  be  made  to  all  the  mtixens  of 
le  United  States  who  have  suffered  by  the  on  war- 
ranted captures  which  the  Bradlian  tribtmab  them* 
selves  have  pronounced  unlawful. 

In  the  di[Nomatio  discussicHis  at  Bio  de  Janeiro, 
of  Aaae  wrongs  sustained  by  oitixens  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  othen  whioh  seemed  as  if  emanating 
immediately  &om  that  Government  itself,  tiie  Chai^i 
d'ASiires  oif  the  United  States,  under  an  impresdon 
that  bis  representations  in  behalf  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  his  countrymen  were  totally  disregarded 
and  useless,  deemed  it  his  duty,  witiiout  waitmg  for 
insbuclions,  to  tenmnate  his  official  flmetiona,  to  de- 
mand bis  passports,  and  return  to  the  United  States. 
This  movement,  dictated  by  an  honest  seal  fw  the 
honor  and  interests  of  his  country;  motives  which 
operated  exclusively  upon  the  mind  of  the  t^cer 
who  resorted  to  it,  lus  not  been  disapproved  by  me. 
The  Brazilian  Government,  however,  comjdained  of 
it  as  a  measure  for  which  no  adequate  intendonal 
cause  had  been  given  by  them;  and  bpou  an  ex- 
I^ieh  assurance,  throng  their  Oharge  d'AAires, 
residing  here,  that  a  sneceMor  to  the  late  Represent- 
ative of  the  United  States  near  that  Government, 
the  appointment  of  whom  they  dedred,  should  be 
received  and  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
character,  and  that  indemnity  should  be  promptly 
made  for  all  injuries  inflicted  on  citizens  of  the 
United  Sts^  or  thdr  property,  contrary  to  the 
kwB  of  naUona,  a  temporarr  commisrfon  as  Gbarg^ 
d'Affiiires  to  that  conntry  has  been  issued,  which 
it  is  hoped  irill  cotirdy  restore  the  ordinary  <U|do- 
matie  interconrsB  between  the  two  GoTenunents, 
and  the  bkodly  relations  brtween  thdr  reqiecUve 
nationa. 

Taming  from  the  momentous  concerns  of  our 
Union  in  its  interoonise  with  foreign  nations,  to 
tiuMB  of  the  deepest  interast  in  the  administration 
of  our  internal  aflhirs,  we  find  the  revenues  of  the 
present  year  corresptmding  as  neariy  as  might  be  ex- 
pected with  the  anticipations  of  the  last,  and  pre- 
senting an  aspect  sdll  more  favorable  in  the  prom- 
ise of  the  nexL  The  balance  in  the  Treasary  on  the 
first  of  January  last  was  tix  millions  three  hundred 
and  flf^-elght  thonsand  dx  huidred  and  eighty<dx 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents.  The  receipts  from  that 
day  to  the  SOth  of  September  last,  as  near  as  the  re- 
turns of  them  yet  received  can  show,  amount  to  six- 
teen millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty'«x  thousand 
five  hundred  an^  dgbty-one  dollars  and  thirty-two 
cents.  The  receipts  of  the  present  qtuuter,  estima- 
ted at  four  millions  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand, added  to  the  above,  form  an  aggregate  of 
tweoty-oaa  nrilttoiii  fimr  hvndied  thousand  dollars 
ofreodpts.  The  expenditimBofthe  year  may  pei^ 
h^  amonnt  to  twenty-two  aOIIoiia  ^ref  hnnared 


thousand  dollars,  presenting  a  small  ezoess  over  the 
receipts.  But  of  these  twenty-two  miUicns,  upwards 
of  six  have  been  applied  to  the  discharge  oftheprin- 
dpal  oftbe  public  debt;  the  whole  amonnt  of  which, 
approaching  seventy-four  millions  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  will  on  the  first  day  of  next  year  fiUl  short 
of  ^ty*seven  roiUions  and  a  half.  The  balance  in 
the  IVeasury  oa  the  fin*  of  January  next,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  exceed  five  millions  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  a  sum  exceeding  that  of  the 
first  of  January,  1825,  though  &Uing  short  of  that 
exhibited  on  the  first  of  January  last. 

It  was  foreseen  that  tlia  revenue  of  the  present 
year  would  not  equal  that  of  the  last,  which  iiad  it- 
sdf  been  less  tiian  that  of  the  next  preceding  year. 
But  the  hope  has  been  realised  which  was  enter- 
tained, that  these  defidencies  would  In  nowise  in- 
terrupt the  steady  operation  of  the  discharge  of  the 
public  debt  by  the  annual  ten  millions  devoted  to 
that  otyect  by  the  act  of  8d  March,  1817. 

The  amount  of  duties  secured  on  mwobandise  im- 
ported from  the  commencement  of  the  year  until 
the  SOth  of  September  last,  is  twenty-one  n^ons  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  and  the  probable 
amount  of  that  which  will  be  secured  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  is  five  millions  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-four  thousand  dollars ;  forming  a  aiun 
total  of  twenty-seven  millions.  With  the  allowanoea 
for  drawbacks  and  contingent  defldcndes  which 
may  occnr,tlMmrik  not  ne^oally  ftM«seen,we  may 
safely  estimate  Uie  recMpts  of  the  ensuing  year  it 
twenty-two  mUliona  tluwe  hnndred  thoossnd  doUws  i 
a  revenue  for  the  next  equal  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  lavseat  year. 

The  deep  solicitude  felt  by  our  dtizens  of  all 
cbsses  throughout  the  Union  for  the  total  discharge 
of  the  pnWo  debt,  wifi  apologize  for  the  earnestness 
witii  whldi  I  deem  It  my  duty  to  urge  this  topic 
upon  the  considenUion  of  Congress ;  otrecommend- 
ing  to  them  ag^n  the  observance  of  the  strictest 
economy  in  the  applicatioa  of  the  public  Amds. 
The  depresdon  npon  the  receipts  of  the  revenue 
wUch  bad  commenced  with  the  year  18S6,  contin- 
ued vith  'increased  severity  during  the  two  first 
quarters  of  the  ftfesent  year.  The  retomhig  tide 
began  to  flow  with  the  third  quarter,  and  so  &r  as 
we  can  Judge  from  experience,  may  be  expected  to 
continue  tiirough  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year. 
In  the  mean  time,  an  alleviation  from  the  burden  nt 
the  public  debt  will  in  three  years  have  been  effect- 
ed to  the  amonnt  of  nearly  sixteen  millions,  and 
the  charge  of  annual  interest  will  have  been  reduced 
upwards  of  one  million.  Bat  unong  the  maxims  of 
political  economy  which  the  stewards  9i  the  pnblio 
moneys  should  never  suffer  without  m^nt  neces- 
sity to  be  transcended,  is  that  of  keeping  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  year  within  the  limits  of  its  receipts. 
The  appropriations  of  the  two  last  years,  including 
the  yeariy  ten  millions  of  the  dnfcing  fund,  have 
eadi  eoMlled  the  prrarfsed  revenue  of  the  ensuing 
year.  While  we  foresee  with  oonfldenoe,  tiut  the 
public  coSbn  will  be  rsplenlsbed  from  the  receipts, 
as  fast  as  they  will  be  dnUaed  by  the  expenditures, 
equal  in  amount  to  those  of  the  current  year.  It 
should  not  be  fo^otten  that  they  oonid  Hi  su^ 
the  exhaustion  of  urger  disbursements. 

The  condition  of  tbi  army,  and  of  all  the  branches 
of  the  public  service  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  fisnetan  (tf  War,  will  be  eeen  by  the  reporl 
from  that  oneer,  «nd  the  doeumenti  inth  wUw  it 
is  aooompuifed. 
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During^the  oonne  of  the  lost  summer,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army  has  been  usefully  and  aucceaafuiiy 
o^ed  to  perform  tliar  appropri^'datiefl.  At  ifaa 
moment  when  the  commiuionera  aiq>dnted  for  car- 
rjing  into  execution  certain  provUona  of  the  treaty 
<tf  Jagmt  19th,  18&6,  vith  various  tribea  of  the 
north-western  Indians,  were  about  to  arrire  at  the 
aiqminted  place  of  meeting,  the  unprovoked  murder 
of  several  ciUzeus,  and  other  acts  of  unequivocal 
bcwtility,  committed  by  a  party  of  the  'Winnebago 
tribe,  one  of  those  assomted  in  the  treaty,  followed 

ain^cationa  <^  a  menacing  character,  among  other 
MS  of  tiie  same  region,  rendered  necesiary  an  im- 
mediate display  of  the  defensive  and  protective  force 
of  the  Union  in  that  quarter.  It  was  accordingly 
exhibited  by  the  immediate  and  concerted  move- 
ments of  the  Governors  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  competent  levies 
of  miUtia  under  their  authority,  with  aeupa  of  seven 
hundred  men  of  United  States  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Atlcinson,  who,  at  the  call  of 
Ooremor  Cass,  immediately  repaired  to  the  scene  of 
danger  from  their  station  at  St.  Louis.  Their  pres- 
ence (Uspelled  the  alarms  of  oar  fellow  citizens  on 
those  borders,  and  overawed  the  hostile  purposes  of 
Hm  Indiana.  The  perpetrators  of  the  murders  were 
surrendered  to  the  antbority  and  operation  of  our 
laws ;  and  every  appearance  of  purposed  hostility 
fbom  those  Indian  traies  has  subsided. 

Although  the  present  organization  of  the  army, 
and  the  adminietration  of  its  Tarious  branches  of 
service,  are,  upon  the  whole,  satisfactory,  they  are 
yet  susceptible  of  much  improvement  in  particulars, 
some  of  which  have  been  heretofore  submitted  to 
the  coniideration  of  Congress,  and  others  are  now 
flxst  imsented  in  tiie  report  <tf  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  expediency  of  providing  for  additional  nam- 
hers  of  officers  in  the  two  oorpe  of  engineers  will,  in 
some  degree,  depend  upon  the  number  and  extent 
of  the  objects  of  national  importance  upon  which 
Congress  may  think  it  proper  that  surveys  ^ould 
be  made,  confonnaUy  to  the  act  <^  tlus  SOth  of 
April,  1824.  Of  the  surveys  which,  before  tiie  last 
aenion  of  Congress,  had  been  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  act,  reports  were  made : 

I.  Of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  on  the 
Qiesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

5.  On  the  continuance  of  the  Kational  Boad  from 
C^berland  to  the  tide  waten  within  the  District  of 
ColamUa. 

8.  On  the  continuation  of  the  National  Road  from 
Canton  to  Zaneeville. 

4.  On  the  location  of  the  Kational  Boad  from 
ZuiesvUle  to  Columbus. 

6.  On  the  continuation  of  the  same  road  to  the 
■eat  of  Government  in  Missouri. 

6.  On  a  Post  Road  from  Baltimore  to  PhiUdel- 
^ia. 

7.  Of  a  sorrey  of  Kennebec  Biver,  On  part.) 

8.  On  a  National  Boad  from  Washington  to  Buf- 
falo. 

9.  On  the  survey  of  Saugatuok  harbw  and  river. 

10.  On  a  canal  from  Lake  Fonteharmin  to  the 
Xissiaaippi  lUver. 

I I.  On  snrreyi  at  Edgartown,  ITewbu^pwt,  and 
Hyannis  harbor. 

12.  On  Boirey  of  Flusanoe  Bay,  In  the  Terri- 
tory of  UichigiD. 

And  reports  are  now  pr^iared,  and  will  be  sob- 
adtted  to  Congress : 

On  surveys  of  the  Foainsnb  of  flmida,  to  Moer* 


p)MOT,  igar. 


tain  the  practicability  of  a  canal  to  connect  the 
watera  of  the  Atlantic  with  the  Golf  ^  Uezkto, 
across  that  Peninsula;  and  also^  of  tiwcountrr  be- 
tween tiie  Bays  of  Mobile  and  of  Pensacola,  with  the 
view  of  connecting  them  together  by  a  canal; 

On  surveys  of  a  route  for  a  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  James  and  Great  Kanhawa  Rivers ; 

On  the  survey  of  the  Swash  in  Pamlico  Sound,  and 
that  of  Cape  Fear,  below  the  town  of  Wilmington, 
in  North  Carolina ; 

On  the  survey  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  in  the  Ten- 
nessee ttim,  and  for  a  route  for  a  contemplaied 
oommunication  between  the  Hiwassee  and  Gooaa 
Bivers,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Other  reports  of  surveys,  upon  otgects  panted  cot 
by  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  of  the  last  and  pn- 
ceding  sesrions,  are  in  the  progress  of  preparation, 
and  most  of  them  may  be  completed  before  the 
close  of  this  session.  All  tlie  officers  of  both  corps 
of  engineers,  with  Mveral  other  persons  duly  quali- 
fied, have  been  constantly  employed  upon  these  nei^ 
vices,  from  the  passage  of  uie  act  of  30th  April, 
1824,  to  this  time.  Were  no  other  advantage  to  ac- 
crue to  the  country  from  thdr  labors  than  the  fund 
of  topographical  knowledge  which  they  have  col- 
lected and  commnnioated,  that  alone  would  have 
been  a  profit  to  the  Uidon  mora  than  adequate  to 
all  the  expenditures  which  have  been  devoted  to  the 
object ;  but  the  af^nopriations  for  the  repair  and 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the  con- 
struction of  various  other  roads,  for  the  removal  of 
obstrucf^ns  from  the  rivers  and  barirars,  for  the 
erection  of  light-houses,  beacons,  piers,  and  bnoye^ 
and  fbr  tiie  completion  of  canals,  undertaken  by  in- 
dividual assodatiou^  but  needing  the  aasistBiice  of 
means  and  resources  more  comprehensive  than  in- 
dividual enterprise  can  command,  may  be  considered 
rather  as  treasures  laid  up  from  the  contributions  ot 
the  present  age,  for  the  benefit  of  posterity,  than  as 
unrequited  applications  of  the  accruing  revennea 
of  tlm  nation.  To  such  otgects  of  pennaaeDt  im- 
ivovement  to  the  oondltimi  of  the  counttTi  of  real 
addition  to  the  wealth  as  wdl  as  to  the  eomfbrt  of 
the  people  by  whose  authority  and  resources  tbey 
have  been  ^ected,  from  three  to  four  millions  <^ 
the  annual  income  of  the  nation  have,  by  laws 
enacted  at  the  three  most  recent  sessions  of  Cod- 
gress,  been  applied  without  intrenching  upon  the 
necesuties  of  the  Treasury ;  without  adding  »  dot* 
lar  to  the  taxes  or  debts  of  the  community,  irithont 
suspending  even  the  steady  and  r^nlnr  £scharg« 
of  the  debts  contracted  in  former  days,  which,  wituii 
tbe  same  three  years,  have  been  diminished  by  the 
amount  of  nearly  sixteen  (aillions  of  dollars. 

The  same  obeervations  are,  in  a  great  degree,  up- 
plicable  to  the  appropriations  made  fbr  fortifications 
upon  the  coasts  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stalee, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Xilicary  Aoadamy  «t 
West  P(rfDt,  and  fbr  the  various  otgaeta  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  and  tboee 
from  the  subordinate  branches  of  both  the  MiUtatr 
Departments,  exiilbit  to  Congreas,  in  nunute  detail, 
the  present  condition  of  the  public  estaUishments 
dependent  upon  them ;  the  exeention  of  the  aete  of 
Coi^^ress  relating  to  tiiem :  and  thevtewaof  die  ot 
fleers  engaged  in  the  several  branches  of  tbe  service, 
concerning  the  improvements  which  may  tend  to 
their  perfection.  The  fortifications  of  the  coasts, 
and  the  gradual  increase  and  improvemeDt  of  the 
Ifavy,  are  parti  of  a  great  system  <tf  national  deSeooet 
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wliieh  bu  been  upwsrds  of  tea  yean  In  progress, 

and  which  for  a  series  of  years  to  come,  will  con- 
tinue to  claim  the  constant  and  persevering  protec* 
lion  and  superintendeace  of  the  legisladve  author* 
i^.  Among  the  mesauies  which  have  emanated 
from  these  principles,  the  act  of  the  last  sesnon  of 
Congress,  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy, 
holi£  a  conspicuous  place.  The  collection  of  timber 
for  the  future  construction  of  vessels  of  war;  the 
preservation  and  reproduction  of  the  species  of  tim- 
ber peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpose ;  the  con- 
struction of  dry  docks  for  the  use  of  the  Navy ;  the 
erection  of  a  marine  rulway  for  the  repair  of  tbo 
public  ships ;  and  the  improvements  of  the  navy 
yards  for  the  preserratiMi  of  the  publio  property 
deposited  In  them ;  have  all  received  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive the  attention  required  by  that  act,  and  will 
continue  to  receive  it,  steadily  proceeding  towards 
the  execution  of  all  ita  purposes.  The  establishment 
of  a  Naval  Academy,  furnishing  the  means  of  theo- 
retic instruction  to  the  youtha  who  devote  their 
lives  to  the  service  of  their  country  upon  the  ocean, 
■tilt  solicits  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  Prac- 
tical seamanship,  and  the  art  of  navigation,  may  be 
acquired  upon  the  cruises  of  the  squadrons,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  are  despatched  to  distant  seas : 
but  a  competent  knowledge,  even,  of  the  art  of  slup 
bunding,  the  higher  mathematics,  and  astronomy ; 
tiie  literature  which  can  place  our  officers  on  a  level 
of  polished  education  with  the  officers  of  other  mar- 
itime nations ;  the  knowledge  of  the  laws,  muniapal 
and  national,  which,  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign 
Statea  and  their  Governments,  are  continually  called 
into  operation ;  and  above  all,  thut  acquaintance 
with  the  principles  of  honor  and  justice ;  with  the 
higher  obligations  of  morals,  and  of  general  lan-s, 
human  and  divim^  which  constitute  tbe  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  warrior  patriot,  and  tiie  Ucensed 
robber  and  pirate ;  these  can  be  systematically  taught 
and  eminendy  acqnind  only  in  a  permanent  school, 
stationed  upon  tbe  shore,  and  provided  with  tbo 
teacbers,  the  instruments,  and  the  books  conversant 
irith  and  adapted  to  the  communication  of  the  prin« 
ci[^s  of  these  respeetin  eclencea  to  tbe  yonthfol 
nnd  inquiring  mind. 

The  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  exhibits 
the  condition  of  that  Department  as  highly  satisfac- 
tory for  the  present,  and  still  more  promising  for  the 
future.  Its  receipts  for  the  year  ending  the  first  of 
July  last,  amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  and 
seventy-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one 
d<dtars,^nd  exceeded  its  expenditures  by  upwards 
of  (m^undred  thousand  dollars.  It  cannot  be  an 
over^anguine  estimate  to  predict  that,  in  less  than 
ten  years,  of  which  one-half  have  elapsed,  the  re- 
ceipts will  have  been  more  than  doubled.  In  the 
mean  time  a  reduced  expenditure  upon  established 
rontes  bas  kept  pace  with  increased  facilities  of  pub- 
lio accommodation,  and  additional  services  have 
bean  obtained  at  rednoed  rat«i  of  compsMstion. 
Witiiitt  the  last  year  the  tian^MHtaUon  of  the  mail 
in  stages  bas  been  greatiy  augmented.  The  num- 
ber of  post  offices  hu  been  increased  to  seven  thou- 
sand ;  and  it  may  be  anticipated  that,  while  the 
facilities  of  interconne  between  fellow  citizens,  in 
person  or  by  correspondence,  will  soon  be  carried 
to  the  door  of  every  villager  in  the  Union,  a  yearly 
Burploa  of  ravenne  will  accrne,  which  may  be  applied 
as  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  under  the  exercise  of 
thur  constitutional  powers,  may  devise  for  the  fur- 
tlier  estabUabment  and  in{>OTMiWBt  of  the  pidalie , 


roads,  or  by  adding  stiU  farther  to  tbe  facilities  in 
the  transportation  pf  tbe  mula.  Of  the  indications 
of  the  prosperous  condition  of  onr  country,  none 
can  be  mora  plea^ng  than  tiiose  presented  by  tbe 
moltiplyii^  relations  of  personal  and  intimate  inter- 
coarse  between  tbe  utisens  of  the  Union  dwelling 
at  the  remotest  distances  from  each  other. 

Among  the  subjects  which  have  heretofore  occu- 
pied the  earnest  solicitude  and  attention  of  Congress, 
IS  the  management  and  disposal  of  that  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  Nation  which  consists  of  the 
pablic  lands.  The  acquisition  of  them,  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  whole  Union,  not  only  in  treasure 
but  in  blood,  marks  a  right  of  pn^rty  in  them 
equally  extenrive.  By  the  report  and  statements 
from  the  General  Land  Of&ce,  now  commuidcated, 
it  appears,  that,  under  the  present  Government  of 
the  United  States,  a  sum  littie  short  of  88,000,000 
dollars,  has  been  paid  from  the  common  Treasury, 
for  that  portion  of  this  property  which  has  been 
purchased  from  France  and  Spun,  and  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  abor^inal  titles.  The  amount  of 
lands  acquired  is  near  two  hundred  and  sixty  mil- 
lions of  acres,  of  which,  on  tbe  first  of  January, 
1826,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  millione 
of  acres  had  been  surveyed,  and  a  little  mora  than 
nineteen  millions  of  acres  bad  been  sold.  The 
amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  purchasers 
of  the  lands  sold  is  not  yet  equal  to  the  sum  paid 
for  the  whole,  bnt  leaves  a  small  balance  to  be  re- 
funded ;  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  have 
long  been  pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  Nation; 
a  pledge  from  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  that 
they  will  in  a  very  few  years  be  redeemed.  The 
system  upon  which  this  great  National  interest  has 
been  engaged,  was  the  result  of  long,  anxious,  and 
persevering  deliberation ;  matured  and  modified  by 
the  progress  of  our  population  and  tbe  lessons  <n 
experience.  It  has  been  hitherto  eminently  success- 
fbl.  More  than  nine-tenths  of  the  lands  still  remain 
the  common  property  of  the  Union,  the  appropria- 
tion and  disposal  of  which  are  sacred  trusts  in  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Of  the  lands  sold,  a  considcrsp 
ble  part  wn  conveyed  under  extended  crests, 
whlcn,  in  the  vicissitudes  and  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  lands,  and  of  tfa^r  produce,  became  op- 
pressively burdensome  to  the  purehusers.  It  can 
never  be  the  interest  or  the  policy  of  the  Nation  to 
wring  from  its  own  citizens  the  reasonable  profits 
of  their  industry  and  enterprise,  by  holding  them 
to  the  rigorous  import  of  diiiostrous  engagements. 
In  Harch,  1821,  a  dtbt  of  twenty-two  millions  of 
dollars,  duo  by  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  had 
acoumuhted,  wmch  they  were  unable  to  pay.  An 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  Uarch,  1821,  came  to 
their  relief  and  has  been  succeeded  by  others ;  the 
latest  being  tbe  act  of  the  4tb  of  May,  1826,  tbe 
indulgent  provisions  of  which  expired  on  the  4th 
of  July  last.  The  effect  of  these  laws  has  been  to 
reduce  tbe  debt  from  the  pnrehasers,  to  a  remain- 
ing balance  of  about  fonr  nulUons  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  due;  more  than  three-fifths  of 
which  are  for  lands  within  the  State  of  Alabama. 
I  recommend  to  Congress  the  revival  and  continn- 
ance  for  a  further  term,  of  tbe  beneficent  sccommo- 
dations  to  tbe  public  debtors,  of  that  statute,  and 
submit  to  their  consideration,  in  the  same  si^rit  of 
equity,  the  remission,  under  proper  discrimlnatlona, 
of  the  forfeitures  of  partial  payments  on  account  of 
purchases  of  the  public  lands,  so  fiir  u  to  allow  of 
th^  applioatioik  to  other  payments. 
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There  are  nrious  other  flal^jectB  of  deep  inteiert 
to  the  whole  Uoion,  which  hkve  heretofore  beea 
recommended  to  the  consideratioa  of  CongreaB,  u 
well  by  tnj  predecessors,  as,  under  the  impresmon 
of  the  duties  devolrtiig  iqwn  me,  fay  myeelf. 
Among  tbeee  are  the  debt,  rather  of  justioe  than 
gratitude,  to  the  flurviving  warriors  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War;  the  ext«naioa  of  the  Judicial  Admiu* 
Istration  of  the  Federal  GoTemment  to  those  ezten- 
■ire  and  important  members  of  the  Union,  which, 
haTiDg  risen  mto  existence  dnce  the  organizatioD 
of  the  present  Judiciary  establishment,  now  consti- 
tute at  teaet  one-third  of  its  territory,  power,  and 
poinUation;  the  fomutloti  of  a  more  enectiTe  and 
nnlfonn  system  for  the  gorenunent  of  tbe  MDitia, 
and  the  amelioration,  in  some  form  or  modtfloation, 
of  the  diTcrsified  and  often  oppreesive  code  rebiting 
to  Insolvency.  Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  topes  of 
great  national  concernment  which  may  recommend 
themselves  to  the  calm  and  patriotic  deliberations 
of  the  Legislature,  it  may  idfice  to  say,  that  on 
these  and  lUl  other  measures  which  may  receive 
their  sanction,  my  hearty  cooperation  will  be 
^Ten,  conformably  to  the  duties  enjoined  upon  me, 
and  under  the  sense  of  all  the  obUgations  prescribed 
by  the  eonstituticm. 

JOHN  QUmCT  ADAHa 
WathitifftMt  Dtcen^  4, 182T. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burx,  It  yraa  ordered  that 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  Uesaoge,  and  one 
thonsand  five  Imndred  copies  of  tiia  doomnents 
accompanying  it,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


MoNDJtT,  December  10, 

The  Annnal  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  commnnicoted  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
idwt,  and  1,600  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Election  of  B«naU  Officen. 

The  Senate  thai  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
its  officen  for  the  present  Congress,  when  the 
fallowing  indiTiduals  were  declared  to  be  elect- 
ed, and  took  the  oaths  of  their  respective  of- 
fices: 

"WAtTKR  LowRiK,  Secretary. 

HouHTJOT  Batlt,  Sergeont-at-Aznu,  and 

Doorkeeper. 

Hknbt  Tims,  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  election 
of  the  Standing  Conunittecs,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  tbe  chairman  and  laeax- 
bcrs  of  each  in  rotaUon,  and  elected  eight  com- 
mittees. 


TussDXT,  December  11. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Standing  Oommittees,  and  made 
the  appointments  required, 

Fam^T,  Deeembw  14. 

Indemn}fieation  to  Foreignen. 
Uj.  Sutb,  jQf  Uaryland,  lurescoted  the  peU- 


tion  of  Robert  Hall,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
praying  for  forther  indemnification  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  ship  TTnion ;  which  was  read, 
and,  on  the  question,  whether  it  ^ould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Gommitt«e  on  Claims — 

Mr.  Eaton  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  tbe 
reference  of  a  petition  of  this  description,  on 
the  ground  thjit  the  qneslion  iuTolved  in  it, 
coold  be  settled  otherwise ;  and  that  Congrees 
was  assembled  to  transact  the  buoness  of  the 
citizens  of  this  oonntry,  and  not  that  of  fm- 
eigners.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  coidd  not 
settle  the  qnestion,  he  did  not  see  how  Ctm- 
gress  could  do  it,  oonustently  with  the  princi- 
ples by  which  it  vas  generuly  goTemeo.  He 
therefore  bc^>ed  the  reference  would  not  be 
made. 

Mr.  SuiTB,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  this 
was  a  case  out  of  the  scope  of  the  general  role 
to  which  the  f^ntleman  from  Tennessee  allud- 
ed. The  petition  and  papers  had  been  received 
and  referred  by  the  other  House.  Tbe  vessd 
mentioned  in  the  petition  had  been  seized,  and 
the  c^go  forfeited,  on  tbe  day  after  tbe  peace. 
And  in  awarding  the  indenliuficaUon  at  a  Sax- 
mer  period,  instead  n/t  obtaining  the  invraoe  of 
the  cargo  taken  in  at  Sumatra,  after  leaving 
Oalontta,  the  inv(^oe  of  the  caiip>  takm  ia  at 
Oalontta  had  been  resorted  ta  The  conse- 
quence was,  thataa  indemnification  was  award- 
ed to  the  petitioner  for  less  in  value  than  the 
loss  which  he  really  sustained.  Congress  was 
now  asked  to  rectify  this  iidnry,  growing  en- 
trely  out  of  a  mistake,  and  he  hoped  no  obstrae- 
tion  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  such  an 
object. 

Mr.  Hatkx  observed,  that  he  saw  some  force 
in  the  ob|eGtions  made  by  the  gentleman  f^m 
Tennessee.  The  petition  was  presented  by  a 
British  salyect.  That  was  not  denied.  And  to 
him  it  appeared  dear,  that  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented offi<»ally  to  Congress;  therefore,  it 
seemed  out  of  order  for  mm  to  petition  tl^ 
body.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said, 
that  this  was  a  case  peonliarly  fitted  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate,  because  it  hud  once  befcwe 
been  passed  upon  by  Congress ;  hence  he  ar- 
gued that  it  ought  to  be  considered  ogmn. 
as  was  stated,  justice  required  that  this  matter 
should  be  investigated,  there  was,  no  doubt,  a 
way  in  which  it  might  be  done.  For  instance, 
auy  member  might  present  a  resolution  to  that 
effect;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
was  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  case— as 
be,  Mr.  H.,  could  not  possibly  be— a  resolution 
from  him,  that  the  Committee  of  Finance  in- 
quire into  the  merits  of  the  chum,  would,  as  be 
apprehended,  arrive  at  the  demred  result. 
There  were  but  two  wavs  in  which  the  matter 
could  be  properly  setticd — either  that  the  claim 
should  come  throtwh  tbe  British  Minister,  or 
should  be  settied  by  a  resolution  authoriang 
its  investigation     uie  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Bbnton  was  convinc^  that  tbe  citixens 
of  oUier  cotmtries  had  no  right  to  petition  Con- 
gress for  the  afyostment  oi  their  diuno.  Foi^ 
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he  eontended,  that  while  oar  iritizeiu  had  not 
tiie  same  ririit  in  England,  it  was  a  privilege 
EDgliahmenhad  no  right  to  claim  in  this  conn- 
try.  It  was  partial  and  nneqnal.  The  right 
was  eecared  in  the  constitution,  to  our  citizens, 
to  petition  Oongress,  and  it  was  an  infringe- 
ment upon  that  right  to  permit  foreigners  to 
do  so.  If  snch  a  privilege  were  once  accorded, 
there  wottld  be  no  possibility  of  measuring  the 
inooovenienoes  which  would  arise  from  it.  The 
abnse  of  such  a  privilege  would  serioualy  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  oar  own  citizens.  He 
was  aware  of  an  Instance  in  which  a  Frenchman 
had  introduced  a  petition  in  the  other  House, 
which  no  American  citizen  would  have  intoo- 
daoed — and  he,  Hr.  B.,  having  then  reflected 
mnch  upon  the  effect  of  such  a  practice,  cune 
to  the  conclusion  that  no  foreigner  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  petition  Congress;  that  tiiej  had 
uo  rif^  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  privileges  of  our  own  citizens. 
Ue  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  rule  would  now 
be  established;  and  that,  hereafter,  foreign- 
ers would  be  restricted  to  applications  made 
through  their  respective  Ministers,  On  these 
grounds  he  was  opposed  to  the  re&rouie  of  the 
petition. 

Kr.  Hacox  srid  that  as  it  appeared  desirable 
that  the  petition  should  be  examined  into,  in 
order  to  decide  whether  it  was  or  not  an  im- 
proper petition,  he  should  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table.  He  did  not  intend  1^  this  course  to 
till  it,  as  the  gentieman  from  jCsiylaud  ocmld 
call  it  up  at  any  time. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  th6  taUe. 


ICoNDAY,  December  17. 
Seporten  to  ths  Senate. 
The  following  resolution  submitted  by  Kr. 
Hi-RHisoN,  ou  £nda7,  was  taken  up. 

Rfolvtd,  That  the  Secretary,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Preiddent  of  the  Senate,  cause  seats  to  be 
prepared  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Cbuuber,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Bepwteii  of  the  proceed' 
inga  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Habsuoh  remarked  that,  fbr  introdno- 
ing  this  proporiticm,  he  had  bat  one  reastm. 
It  was,  that  the  seats,  now  ooonpied  by  the  Be- 
porters,  were  so  situated  that  it  was  imposmble 
JOT  them  to  hear  those  Senators  who  were  ont 
of  their  view.  He  knew  that  ttie  dUBonlties 
they  now  labored  under  were  very  great ;  for 
he  himself  had  been  made  to  say  things  that 
he  had  never  conceived,  which  he  readily  be- 
lieved arose  from  the  impossibility  that  the  Re- 
porters could  catch  disunotiy  what  passed  in 
tiie  body  of  the  Senate.  It  must  be  perfectly 
obvious  to  all,  that,  as  the  seats  of  the  Senators 
were  now  arranged,  tiiis  difficulty  must  exist. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  experienced  any 
inconTenienee  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
seats  were  formerly  arranged,  hat  tUs  was 
a  serkras  evil,  arising  oat  of  the  recent  ohanoe^ 
whieh  he  wished  to  see  removed.  Kuie 
people  wm  intenited  ia  knowing  vhat 


[Sbute. 

passed  in  the  Senate,  and,  if  it  was  proper  that 
it  shonld  be  reported,  it  was  highly  desirable 
that  it  should  be  correctly  reported. 

Hr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  proposed ; 
and  was  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  now  ex- 
perienced by  the  Reporters.  He  had  seen  some 
of  the  effects  of  the  difficulty  tbey  had  in  hear- 
ing— as  his  friend  from  Missouri  hod  been  re- 
ported, in  one  of  the  papers,  to  have  introduced 
a  bill  for  a  still  farther  reduction  of  our  litUo 
army  of  6,000  men,  when,  in  reaUty,  ho  had 
only  brought  in  a  bill  to  e^tlidn  a  previous  acL 
making  tmrt  rednetimi;  which  had  produced 
great  anxiety  among  those  whose  interests 
seemed  likely  to  be  affected.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Reporters,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  give  the  proceeding  more  correctly 
than  they  did ;  and  he  hopw  tiiey  would  m 
so  placed  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  their  du- 
ties more  sati^actorily. 

The  Ohdr  observed,  that  the  object  of  the 
gentieman  from  Mame^  (Mr.  Ghaitdlbe,)  that 
the  floor  would  not  be  the  most  eligible  situa- 
tion, would  be  answered  by  striking  oat  the 
words  "  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Oliamber," 
which  would  leave  the  locatiw  of  the  se^  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Prerident  and  Secretary. 

Mr.  UiasnoN  expressed  faia  aoqniescextce  in 
the  suggestion. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 


Tdxsiut,  December  18. 
School  Lojidt  in  Indiana. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  THobsm,  the  blQ  to  author^ 
ize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  sell  the  lands  hereto- 
fore appropriated  to  the  use  of  schools  in  that 
State,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Barton  disapproved  of  the  practice, 
which  i^med  to  bo  gradually  becoming  gene- 
ral, for  States  to  sell  ont  the  lands  appropriated 
for  specific  objects,  although  he  allowed  that, 
in  the  present  case,  the  quantity  of  land  was 
small.  The  practice,  he  believed,  had  been 
commenced  by  Ohio ;  but  Ohio  was  differently 
situated  from  the  other  western  States.  lu 
the  year  1803,  when  Ohio  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  she  declined  acceding  to  that  clause 
in  the  compact,  in  relation  to  reserves  of  land 
for  schools,  vrhick  vested  the  86th  section  in 
the  several  towns.  In  1804,  a  law  passed  in 
Oonn^ss,  which  vested  those  lands  in  Ohio  in 
the  Legislature,  and,  consequentiy,  gave  it  a 
ri^ht  to  sell  them.  He  snpposed  that  Ohio 
might  have  sold  these  lands,  without  applying 
to  the  United  States.  But  it  was  not  so  with 
the  other  States.  They  had  not  objected  to 
the  raauner  in  which  the  lands  had  been  appro- 
priated. 

His  view  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  all  the  town^ips  must  be  consulted, 
and  give  their  oonsent,  before  the  lands  could 
be  disposed  ct  A  glance  at  the  ge(^r8phical 
map  (ff  those  States  would  convince  the  Senate 
that  no  matiirfactory  measore  could  be  taken  on 
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that  head.  A  great  number  of  the  towDship& 
it  would  be  perceived,  were  not  now  inhabited 
at  alL  His  objection,  therefore,  was,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  the  sale  to  be  mado  furly  in 
relation  to  the  most  of  those  townships,  which 
were  at  present  merely  nominal.  If  the  Le^s- 
latnre  woald  provide  a^nst  anj  future  diffl- 
colties  arising  out  of  the  sale,  there  might  be 
no  impropriety  in  passing  the  bill ;  and  if  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  trnst  the  Legidatore,  so 
be  it.  He  had,  however,  beea  informed  by  the 
member  from  Alabama,  that  when  a  bill  was 
formerly  passed  in  OoimesB,  for  the  same  pnr- 
pose,  in  relation  to  that  State,  all  the  toviuuiips 
bad  not  been  willing  to  accede  to  the  disposial 
of  the  lands. 

Ur.  KoBLB  said  that  he  should  regret  if  the 
Senate  withheld  from  the  State  of  Indiana  that 
which  they  had  m-anted  to  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Alabama.  That  the  Legislature  of  Indi- 
ana had,  by  their  resolution,  instructed  him, 
with  others,  to  ask  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate.  If  gen- 
tlemen wiU  turn  their  attention  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  of  April  19,  1816,  in  relation  to  the 
School  Lands  in  qnestion,  they  will  find  that 
the  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  every  town> 
riiip,  and,  when  snch  section  had  be^  sold, 
otlwr  lands  were  to  be  granted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township  or  district  for  the  nse  of 
Bclioola.  The  fact  of  the  L^;islatnre  applying 
to  Congress  for  permission  to  sell  the  lands,  is 
an  evidence  that  they  are  not  productive,  and 
the  information  is  derived  from  the  members  of 
tlie  LegisJature.  The  bill  is  BnfSciently  guarded. 
The  power  to  sell  the  lands,  and  to  invest  the 
money  in  some  productive  fund,  which  is  to  be 
applied  for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  townships, 
solely,  and  for  no  other  purpose,  can  never  ne 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  iuhabitanta  of 
the  township.  Mr.  K.  said  he  thot%bt  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  might  be  mistaken — 
that  he  was  well  aware  that  the  Legislature 
would  never  sell  the  land  in  townshipB  inhab- 
ited, or  partially  bo;  tiieir  object  would  be, 
when  they  brought  it  into  market,  to  obtain 
the  beat  price  possible,  and  never  to  sell  it  for 
the  minimum  price ;  tJiat,  in  proportion  to  the 
fnnd  becoming  productive,  so  would  education 
flourish.  The  reason  to  him  was  clear.  To 
Bell  the  land  as  wild  lands,  for  less  than  the 
minimum  price,  wonld  be  folly  ;  and  to  offer  it 
for  Bale  in  a  township  uninhabited,  could  not 
be  expected,  because  the  competition  wonld  be 
too  great  as  the  section  of  land  would  be  sur- 
rounded by  lands  superior  in  t^uaUty,  belonging 
to  Government,  and  always  m  market  The 
sole  ol^eot  of  the  Legislature  would  be  to  pro- 
tect tiie  fiind  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  inhabitants 
of  the  several  townships  by  the  consent  of  each, 
and  to  sell  only  in  the  portions  of  the  country 
that  was  strongly  inhabited.  It  has  hamtened 
that,  in  some  instances,  those  who  have  leased 
the  school  lands,  have  rendered  them  unpro- 
ductive, instead  of  productive,  by  cutting  and 
di^todng  of  the  timber,  selling  and  dis^Mfng 


[DwnoB,  18S7. 

of  the  stone.  There  had  been  instances  that 
school  lands  were  the  place  of  resort  for  timber 
and  stone,  by  those  who  had  no  lease. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enpossed  for  a 
thiid  reading. 

TnintSDJLT,  December  20. 

The  Public  Landt. 

Mr.  Hehdbiceb  sabmitted  the  following  ree> 
olution : 

Jteaotved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PnUic  Land* 
be  InstBucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ee^ 
ing  and  relinqitishiDg,  in  ftiil  property,  the  pabBe 
buds,  within  ^  liodts  ofthenewBtatM,totheasT^ 
enlSUtes  In  vhicb  they  lie. 

Mr.  HntnBioKS  said,  that,  in  offering  fliis  re^ 
olution,  it  was,  perhaps,  proper  for  him  to  mako 
a  few  remarks.  It  wonld  be  recollected  that, 
at  the  last  Bession,  in  the  form  of  an  tmeai- 
ment  to  the  bill  proposing  to  graduate  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  he  had  offered  the  same 
proposition,  though  in  another  form.  The 
proposition  of  last  session  was  one  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  had  not  been  very 
much  directed.  It  was  con^dered  a  novd 
proposition,  a  bold  one,  and  there  is  little  donlit 
that,  by  many  accustomed  to  look  to  the  pab- 
lio  lands  as  a  source  of  reroane,  more  impor* 
tant  than  tliey  erer  yet  have  beat,  or  promise 
hereafter  to  be,  it  was  deemed  an  nnreasonable 
proposition.  The  bill  and  the  amendment 
were  Imd  upon  the  table,  having  received  a 
very  partial  examination,  and,  for  want  of  time, 
were  permitted  there  to  rest,  with^mt  discus- 
sion, till  the  close  of  the  session. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  this  state  <^ 
things,  and  that  a  full  discussion  of  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  proposition  might  be  had 
at  the  present  session,  he  had,  at  this  eariy  pe- 
riod, presented  it  to  the  Senate.  The  bill  to 
graduate  the  price  <^  the  public  lands  would 
again  be  introduced,  and,  in  all  probalnli^,  be 
Bg^n  referred  to  the  Gnnmittee  on  the  fliblls 
Lands.  To  this  oonmiittee  he  wished  to  have 
this  subject  also  referred.  The  Senate  would 
then  have  the  ud  of  thdr  exandnatkos  and  re- 
port, and  be  the  better  prepared  for  a  Tote 
upon  the  question. 

Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the  sovereign^, 
freedom,  and  independence  of  the  new  States 
were  much  impairra,  and  that  their  eqaalil?  with 
the  old  States  was  entirely  taken  away  by  the 
present  condition  of  the  public  lands,  as  the 
representative  of  a  new  State  be  ooold  not  bat 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  propositirai,  and  he 
did  bdieve  that,  when  the  Bubjeot  shoold  be 
fully  canvassed  by  the  Senate,  the  constitntiffli- 
al  argument,  and  the  question  of  expedioicy, 
would  alike  preponderate  in  lavw  of  the  new 
States,  and  strongly  admoDiA  ct  the  proprielT 
of  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  paUio  lands  to 
the  several  States  in  which  th^  lie.  He 
lieved  that  the  Federal  Govemmrait  bad  no 
constitutional  power  to  hold  the  soil  of  the 
States,  eio^t  for  the  q>eoial  pnrposeB  deeipHir 
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ted  hy  the  constltation,  each  as  ihe  erection  of 
fcttts,  magazines,  arsenus,  dock-T'ards,  and  other 
needful  baildings,  and  even  for  ibis  pnrpose,  the 
consent  of  tbe  Legislatures  <tf  the  Btates  was 
necessary,  by  the  express  language  of  the  con- 
stitntion. 

He  was  well  aware  that  the  cessions  from 
the  States,  and  the  pledge  that  the  proceeds 
should  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tioDsI  debt,  were  usually  resorted  to  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  Generid  Government  to  hold  the 
lands  in  the  States ;  but  these  authorities,  oon- 
neoted  with  the  iaeUar  of  the  times,  which 
show  the  intentions  and  views  of  the  actors  of 
that  day,  instead  of  showing  the  right  of  this 
GoTemment,  might,  in  his  opinion,  he  safely 
relied  on  to  sustain  a  contrary  position.  It 
surely  was  the  intention  of  Congtesa,  and  of 
the  States,  ceding  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands  to  the  Union,  that  the  new  Btates  to  be 
formed  should  be  received  into  the  Union  as 
sovereign  and  independent  States,  and  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all 
respects  whatever ;  and  nothing  could  be  more 
elear  than  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution.  To  maintain  the 
eqaality  of  the  States,  it  hod  even  extended 
favors  to  the  small  States.  It  had,  in  some  de- 
gree, balanced  numbers  in  tlie  large  Stat^ 
with  political  power  in  the  small  States.  The 
equality  of  the  representation  in  Uie  Senate, 
was  an  instance  of  this.  To  Senators  who  hold 
to  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  and  who  deny 
to  the  Federal  Government  all  powers  not 
clearly  expressed,  he  might  safely  appeal.  To 
those  who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  in- 
terfere with  the  sacred  soil  of  a  State,  so  far 
only  as  might  bb  necessary  for  the  location  of 
a  road  or  canal,  he  might  speak  with  the  great- 
est confidence.  If,  according  to  their  doctrine. 
Congress  cannot  thus  temporarily  occupy  a 
small  portion  of  the  soil  of  a  State,  snf  ely  iiiey 
would  agree  with  him  in  saying  that  Congress 
cannot  permanently  bold,  in  full  property,  the 
entire  soil  of  the  new  States. 

If;  then,  the  oonstitatioiul  ai^nment  should 
be  with  him,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
become  or  to  remain,  the  lord  of  the  soil  of  the 
new  States,  no  one  would  contend  that  the 
compacts  ought  to  be  binding ;  for,  if  tiiey  are 
not  based  on  the  constitution,  tbey  impose  no 
obligation  on  the  States.  But,  if  even  based 
on  the  constitution,  it  was  in  tlie  power  of  the 
new  States,  on  the  principle  of  free  agency,  to 
make  them,  or  to  refuse  to  make  them.  If  the 
new  States  had  refused  to  make  them,  then  the 
objects  attained  by  them  would  have  been  de- 
feated. And  whi^were  those  objects?  That 
the  new  States  should  never  interfere  with  the 
primary  disposal  of  the  soil.  And  if  this  o^ect 
bad  not  been  attained  by  the  General  Gorem- 
ment,  would  not  the  converse  of  the  pr<n>osi- 
tionhare  been  the  consequence?  Wonla  not 
the  inference  have  been  irresistible,  that  the 
new  States  might  have  interfered  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soilt  Here  it  wonM,  no 


[Snum 

doubt,  he  said,  that  the  new  States,  refusing  to 
enter  into  these  compacts,  could  have  been  kept 
out  of  the  Union.  But  this  was  ground  imten- 
able ;  for  the  new  States  were,  by  the  ordU 
nance  of  1787,  guaranteed  admission  into  the 
Union,  with  a  population  of  60,000,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  arguments  of  expediency, 
almost  innumerable,  might  be  urged  in  the 
present  case.  It  seemed  to  him  that  whenever 
the  subject  should  be  fully  examined,  it  would 
f^poar  that  an  estimate  had  heretofore  been 
put  upon  the  pnblio  lands,  far  above  their  real 
value.  The  public  lands  had  been  in  market 
upwards  of  furty  years,  and  the  whole  reoeipts 
into  the  Treasury  had  been  about  tiiirty-^ 
millions.  We  had  now  in  market  more  than 
one  hundred  milions  of  acres,  and  for  the  last 
years  the  receipts  had  frequently  been  below  a 
million,  while  the  whole  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, in  those  years,  had  ranged  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  millions.  This  view  would  show 
how  small  is  the  portion  of  our  whole  revenue 
derived  from  the  public  lands.  This  million,  if 
indispensable  to  the  Treasury,  could  easily  be 
supplied  in  some  other  way.  It  conld  be  laid 
on  other  objects  of  taxation,  which  would 
neither  be  seen  nor  felt,  and  the  new  States 
would  rise  to  a  level  of  equality  with  the  old 
States.  The  new  States  would  then  be  reeved 
from  what  he  considered  an  nnocmstitnticmal 
and  dangerous  dependence  tm  the  cdd  Sti^ 
and  tm  t£e  Union. 


IfoiTOAT,  December  31. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  cancelling  of  a  cer- 
tain bond  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  CHAirDLEn  proposed  some  questions  in 
relation  to  the  bill:  'Whereupon, 

Mr.  Berbie:?  made  some  additional  explana- 
tions, from  which  it  appeared  that  the  negroes 
(89  in  number)  referred  to  in  the  bill,  were  part 
of  a  cargo  of  negroes  found  on  board  a  Span- 
ish vessel  which  was  captured  by  a  revenue 
outter  of  t^e  United  States,  sent  into  Savannah, 
and  libelled  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  slave 
acts  of  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  Comal 
set  up  a  claim  to  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  the 
property  of  Spanish  subjects.  The  Portuguese 
consul  set  up  a  claim  in  behalf  of  certain  sub- 
jects of  Portugal ;  and  the  captain  of  a  priva- 
teer, sailing  under  a  South  American  fiag,  ad- 
vanced another  claim.  Upon  investigation,  it 
was  found  that  the  negroes  had  been  plundered 
from  several  Spanish  and  Portuguese  ships,  by 
a  South  American  privateer.  The  suits  grow- 
iug  out  of  these  claims  were  prosecuted  in  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  the  United  States,  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  eight  years,  were  finally  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  lost  term.  The 
Portuguese  claim  was  r«;jected  because  no  own- 
ers apjieared ;  and  the  Spanish  claim  was  re- 
duced in  amount  to  thirty-nine  negroes.  The 
claimants  were  also  required  to  ^ve  bond,  with 
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seenritj,  for  the  removal  of  the  negroes  from 
tbe  United  States.  The  other  portion  of  the 
n^roes  was  sent  to  Liberia  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government.  Meanwhile,  the  negroes  ad- 
jadicwted  to  tiie  Spanish  cU^mants  had  formed 
ties  in  this  country,  and  were  unwilling  to  be 
curied  to  the  West  Indies.  The  petitioner, 
from  motives  of  hnmanity  alone,  porchased 
them  from  the  SpaDish  owners,  for  the  sum  of 
|1,500.  He  had  also  pud  for  salvage  $4,600, 
to  Marshals  $6,000,  and  to  the  proctors  in  the 
different  courts  betweeen  $2,000  and  $3,000;  the 
aggr^ate  amount  being  greater  than  the  valae 
of  the  slaves.  The  petitioner  had  also  offered 
the  negroes  to  the  Colonization  Society,  for 
laruuportation  to  lAberia,  bnt  the  fkmds  m.  the 
Sode^  did  not  «iable  them  to  accept  the  oflbr. 
Tbe  petitioner  now,  therefore,  prayed  that  the 
bond  given  for  the  removal  of  the  slaves  from 
flie  United  States  may  be  cancelled,  in  order 
that  they  may  remun  in  a  state  of  mitigated 
slavery  in  Georgia^  where  they  are  well  treats 
ed,  and  content. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  ft  third  reading. 

Fbidat,  Jannary  11, 1828. 
Cahav^  NanigaUon  (kftn^pany. 

Mr.  Van  Busek,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  granting  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  aot  of  the  LegQatnre  of  Ala- 
bama, incorporating  the  CUiawba  Kavigatioa 
Company,  without  amendment 

Mr.  Kino  remarked,  that,  in  explanation  of 
this  bill,  he  would  merely  say,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  considering  it  inenmbent 
on  tiiem  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress — in 
which  he  (Mr.  K.)  did  not  agree  with  them — 
to  improve  the  waters  within  its  limits,  had 
instructed  him  to  introduce  tliis  bilL  The  wa- 
ters of  the  Gahawba  were  not  now  navigable, 
and  it  was  highly  denrable  that  the  obstmo- 
tions  in  that  stream  shoold  be  removed.  It 
was  therefore  proposed  to  raise  a  toll  upon  tiie 
navigation,  for  the  purpose  of  defraymg  the 
expense. 

six.  Chandlkr  said  that  he  did  not  know 
npon  what  ground  the  consent  of  Congress  was 
asked. 

Mr.  King  furthw  explained,  that  the  Cahaw- 
ha  was  a  small  stream  running  through  Ala- 
bama, the  navigation  of  which  was  necessary 
to  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State  to  transport 
their  cotton  to  market,  and  bring  back  the 
necessary  articles  of  merchandise.  The  State 
wished  to  know  whether  they  hod  a  right  to 
levy  a  toll  for  the  improvement  of  this  stream, 
and  to  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  en- 
terprise. 

Mr.  Van  BmEir  said  tiiat  the  same  bill  passed 
the  Senate  last  year,  but  did  not  pass  the  Honse. 
It  involved  no  new  principle.  The  compact 
between  the  United  Stat^  and  the  new  States 
had  restricted  the  latter  from  levying  tolls  on 
the  streams  witUn  their  limits ;  ana  it*  had 


been  tsistomary,  itom  lame  to  ttane,  to  glTB  tii* 
assent  OmigTesB  to  the  o(^ecti(m  of  a  toll  on 
waters  not  previously  navigable,  to  d^ray  tbe 
expense  of  the  improvonsat  of  th^  naTi|^tic»D. 
lliB  Mil  was  tiwn  ordered  to  be  engraued. 


Tuesday,  January  22. 
LieatenanU  in  ih«  UFaty. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  pa^  of  Lieutoiants  in 
the  Navy  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  it  was  not  a  time 
to  increase  the  expenditure  of  the  Qonrmneiit, 
as,  in  the  part  of  the  country  vfaere  he  rerided, 
money  was  never  scaioer,  nor  times  harder, 
than  now.  He  had  obserred,  that  it  was  al- 
w^  a  good  time  to  raise  ewnpwwatwni^  bat 
never  a  good  time  to  reduce  them. 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Belt,  Benttm, 
Booligny,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton,  Ettti, 
Foot,  HarrisoQ,  I^nte,  Jdmson  of  Ey.,  Jobtutoo  cf 
Lou.,  K&ne,  King,  McLane,  M&rks,  Noble,  Ridgdy, 
R<^bin&  Bowaa,  gaoford,  Klsbee,  Smith  of  Hwy- 
laod,  Tyler,  White,  WiUey— 29. 

Kats. — ^Messrs.  Batemao,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Hendricks,  Macon,  Ptrris,  Roiwes,  Seymoor, 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Thomas,  WUUaini^  Wood- 
bury—IS. 

Mo^AT,  January  S8. 
Swrtiving  Offieen  of  tha  BevoluHtm, 
Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  certain  surviving  officers  of 
the  Revolution :  the  following  motion  of  M^. 
Pabbis  being  onder  consideration : 

Jtuolved,  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee  which  reported  it,  with  instructions  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  every  officer,  Don-com- 
niisuoned  officer,  and  private  soldier,  who  served  in 
the  revolationary  army,  and  who  was  entitled  to  pay 
from  the  Continental  Treaaurr,  for  the  service  by 
him  actually  performed,  deducting  therefrom  the 
just  value  of  whatever  such  officer,  non-comads- 
Bioned  officer,  or  private,  may  have  received  from 
the  Government,  in  payment  for  Ids  said  acrvUe ; 
and  deduoting,  also,  whatever  som  he  may  have  re- 
ceived. If  any,  mider  tbe  penrion  law  of  lUrcb  181S, 
and  Ifay  1820. 

The  Yioa  pRBBiDsirr  stated  that  tiw  p<^t  ot 
order  presented  on  Friday  last,  relating  to  mo- 
tions for  recommitment  of  subjects  to  Select 
Committees,  was  decided  by  him  on  pariiamm- 
tary  principles ;  bnt  he  bad  since  found  that 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  was  differ^t.  [He 
then  read  the  rule  from  Jefferson's  ManoaL] 
The  parliamentary  rule  was  more  convenient, 
and  he  would  now  snbmit  the  point  for  deciwm 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Parbis  said  that  his  object  was  not,  as 
had  been  surmised,  to  embarrass  ti)«  bill  ob- 
jections, or  to  defeat  it  by  delay.  H«  widied  to 
forther  its  progress.  He  was  anxions  that  the 
bill  should  make  a  proper  provi^w  for  the  sol- 
diers, bnt  he  would  not  say^  that^  if  he  could 
not  accomplish  his  views  in  r^ard  to  the  sdU 
diers,  he  wonid  not  vote  Cmt  the  sspante  po- 
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Tision  for  the  officers.  His  obieot  was  to  pro- 
Tide  both  for  the  officers  and  soldiem ;  they  had 
contended  side  by  side  for  their  conntiy's  cause ; 
and,  in  the  distribation  of  tin  bonnty  or  Jnstice 
of  their  country,  they  shonld  not  be  separated. 
There  were  many  sorriTors  of  the  contest  who 
hoA  no  claims.  The  six  months'  militia  men 
had,  to  this  day,  a  claim  on  the  St^ea,  sever- 
ally, by  which  they  were  r^sed,  bat  not  on  the 
Ooremmeat.  Bat  there  were  r^ments  on 
the  Continental  establishment,  as  efficient  as 
any  others  in  the  service,  which  had  reoeiTed 
no  compensation  in  any  way.  If  we  gave  to 
the  officers  a  part  of  the  sam  due  to  them,  we 
shoold  pay  the  soldiers  in  the  same  proportion ; 
and  if  onr  finances  enable  as  to  pay  the  officers 
the  whole  of  their  olaima,  the  whole  sam  dae 
to  the  soldiers  shoold  likewise  be  disohai]Ked. 
It  wu  nnneoessary  to  speak  at  this  lime  of  the 
merits  mA  the  anfiltoines  of  the  soldiers.  The 
story  had  often  been  told  in  this  Hoose,  and  it 
was  matter  of  record.  It  was  said  1^  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hamp^iire  that  the  half  pay 
was  promised  to  the  officers  as  an  indacement 
for  tnem  to  remain  in  the  service.  The  sol- 
diers were  entitled  to  their  monthly  pay,  as 
well  as  the  officers  to  their  half  pay  for  life ; 
and  if  the  officers  had  been  paid  ia  depreciated 
paper,  so  had  been  the  soldiers.  In  one  respect, 
the  officers  had  a  great  advantage  over  the  sol- 
diers. If  the  officers  were,  by  hard  fare  or  bod 
usage,  disgusted  with  the  service,  they  could 
throw  up  l^eir  oonmiissions  and  turn  their 
books  upon  the  oamp.  Bat  the  soldiers,  thongh 
saifering  from  want  of  ibod  and  olothiijg,  wen 
obliged,  for  the  vh<^  term  of  their  enlistment, 
to  p&rtarm  the  last  dw's  service  as  well  as  the 
first ;  and  If  they  left  the  camp,  they  were  pur- 
ened  by  martial  law  and  ponished  as  deserters. 
If  any  diacriminatioa  were  made,  it  should, 
tber^nn,  be  in  favor  of  the  soldiers.  Both 
oflteers  and  soldiers  should  be  provided  for,  and 
that  alike.  Let  it  not  be  the  baainess  of  this 
House  to  create  a  distinction  between  them. 
It  had  been  objected  to  the  proposition  for  re- 
muneratiog  the  soldiers,  that  the  sum  required 
would  be  very  large.  This  was  an  unfounded 
otjection.  It  womd  not  equal  the  amount  an- 
jnully  paid  to  those  on  the  penrion  list  He 
totik  as  the  bams  of  Us  ealonlation  the  state- 
ment made  the  Semotor  fhnn  Uarrland,  0^. 
Sktth.)  That  gentleman  stated,  that  four-fifths 
of  tiie  sarviviog  soldiers  were  on  the  pension 
roll.  This  number  will  be  ezdaded  from  the 
provisions  d  the  bill.  The  whole  number  of 
penriMiers  was  now  12,600.  £lve  hundred,  it 
was  computed,  would  die  tlus  year.  The  one- 
llfth  part  embraced  in  the  provision,  was  2,400. 
Two  haodred  dollars  to  each  of  these  was  bat 
$4^,000 — not  half  the  amonnt  of  the  pensions. 
The  provisions  which  he  propoeed,  would  em- 
brace another  class  of  soldiers,  which  was  not 
provided  for  by  any  existing  law.  One  reci- 
ment,  he  knew,  for  doouraentary  proof  of  Uie 
fact  was  in  the  Oapitol,  had  entered  the  ser- 
Tioe  with  the  pmaise  of     and  eigh^  doUan 
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bounty ;  they  served  faithfully,  and  never  re- 
ceived one  farthing.  Justice,  concluded  Mr.  P., 
should  not  be  dealt  out  with  a  partial  hmi. 
If  it  was  rendered  to  one  class  it  should  not  bo 
withheld  from  another.  But  if  wo  were  not 
able  to  do  fnll  jostioe  to  all,  he  would  not  say 
that  he  would  do  nothing. 

Mr.  Van  BuRsy  Boid  he  approached  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  bill  ander  consideration  with  a 
d^ree  of  solicitode  he  hod  seldom  experienced. 
It  arose  from  a  deep  consciousness  of  the  im- 
portance and  delicacy  of  the  subject,  and  the 
difficulties  which  would  attend  a  satisfactory 
determination.  He  freely  confessed  that  he 
did  not  remember  a  legislative  question  in 
which  his  feelings  had  been  more  deeply  en- 
gaged. These  feelings,  sometimes  too  sanguine, 
and  idways  ardent,  might  now  deceive  him; 
but  he  could  not  snpprew  the  conviction  that 
upon  the  doubtM  issae  of  the  present  question, 
the  character  of  our  country  was,  in  na  incon- 
siderable d^^ree,  suspended.  It  would,  indeed, 
have  afforded  him  the  highest  gratification, 
could  he  anticipate,  with  confidenoe,  a  fiivora- 
ble  result  But  when  he  beheld  the  fcmnidable 
concentration  of  talent  and  numbers  arrayed 
agiuust  the  petitioners  and  their  advocates,  he 
was  but  too  conscious  of  the  difficulties  agunst 
which  they  had  to  contend.  Undeterred,  how- 
ever, by  these  circumstances,  he  would  proceed 
to  discharge  the  duty  which  seemed  to  be  re- 
quired by  his  connection  with  the  committee 
by  whom  the  bill  had  been  r^rted. 

His  brethren  of  the  committee,  said  Ur.  T. 
B.,  had  prononnoed  a  merited.eulogiam  upon 
tiw  ohancter  and  senriees  ci  the  petitioners. 
OonridmtiMis  which  arose  naturally  frxnn  tho 
subject,  but  upon  whidi,  although  &r  from 
being  exhausted,  be  wonld  not  attempt  to 
dwell.  Indeed,  he  was  greatiy  deceived,  if^  on 
tills  point,  there  was  any  divwdty  of  opinion. 
Whatever  expres^ons  might  escape  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  warmth  of  debate,  he  was  sure 
that  the  transcendent  merits  of  the  petitioners, 
after  having  received  the  attestation  of  impar- 
tial history,  were  not  now  to  be  the  subject  of 
examination  or  of  doubt.  Bir,  if,  in  the  mys- 
terious dispensations  of  an  all-wise  and  over- 
ruling Providence,  we,  too,  are  doomed  to  ex- 
perience the  common  calaimtiea  of  nations,  it 
may  become  our  dnfy  to  reoetve  these  diqwn- 
sadons  with  mednwsa  and  bear  them  with  for- 
titnde.  Bnt  if  there  be  a  stain  from  which  he 
would  be  most  desirous  of  resooing  the  Ameri- 
can name,  it  would  be  the  stain  of  ingratitude 
to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  revolution.  If 
thert  be  a  cslamity,  which  more  than  any 
other,  he  would  pray  to  have  averted,  it  would 
be  the  calaraity  of  witnessing,  in  an  American 
Senate,  a  cold  insensibility  to  the  services  of 
those  whose  devotion  to  their  country  in  peace, 
and  whose  constancy  in  war,  had  extcnrted  tha 
^plause  of  an  admiring  world.  ^ 

If,  sir,  gallantry  in  the  field,  and  devotion  to 
oouBtry,  evw  deserved  the  maeA  of  gratefU  re- 
membranoe,  the  eooomimna  bestowed  by  my 
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colleagues  upon  the  SeTolntioD&r7  officers  will 
find  tiieir  approTal  in  every  patriot  bosom. 
JBnt  their  m^ts,  gr«iit  as  they  were,  appear  to 
be  enhanced  hy  the  caose  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  Bevolutiona  in  GoTcrument  had 
been  witnessed  before,  and  they  have  been  wit- 
nessed since.  But  if  we  consider  the  principtes 
involved,  the  means  employed,  and  tlie  results 
produced,  may  I  not  bo  indulced  in  expressing 
the  conviction  that  they  dwindle  into  insignifi- 
cance with  this  ?  The  revolution  in  which  they 
embarked,  was  not  only  the  most  important,  in 
civil  Government,  that  oppression  has  produced, 
or  patriotism  accomplished,  but  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  forever  remain  bo.  The  ma- 
terials for  another  equally  important,  do  not, 
I  fear,  exist ;  and,  perhwa,  the  progressive 
character  of  man,  precIudTes  a  well-grounded 
hope  that  tlioy  will  ever  agtun  arise.  Why,  sir, 
said  he,  do  I  allude  to  these  high  considera- 
tions ?  «  Not,  I  am  sure,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
play ;  and  as  little  with  a  view  to  indulge  in 
Belt  adulation.  It  is  because  the  unparalleled 
blessings,  which,  aa  a  people,  we  enjoy ;  the 
great  and  successful  example  that  has  been 
given  to  the  world ;  and  the  perpetual  influence 
which  that  example  must  exert  on  its  futm^ 
destinies — awaken  in  every  mind  the  most  in- 
tense anxiety,  lest  the  closing  scenes  of  that 
mighty  conflict  should  be  unworthy  of  its  own 
great  character — and  that  the  page  of  history 
which  embalms  the  virtaes  and  hraoio  deeds  of 
onr  fathers,  may  not  at  the  Bame  time  record 
the  too  early  degeneracy  of  their  sons.  The 
petitimen  at  yoar  bar  are  destined  to  be  our 
witnesses  with  posterity.  It  is  in  their  per- 
sons tliat  an  opportonity  is  afforded,  eiUier  to 
TCpel,  or  in  some  degree,  confirm  the  imputa- 
tion cast  upon  Republics  by  the  enemies  of  free- 
dom, that  ingratitude  is  their  inherent  and  in- 
extinguishable vice :  and  it  was  earnestly  to 
be  hoped  that  our  decision  might  be  sndi  as 
would  be  favorable  to  them,  to  onraelvefl,  and 
to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

But,  sir,  Bud  Mr.  Y.  B.,  instead  of  pursuing 
these  general  remarlu,  allow  me  to  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  question  immediately  under  con- 
Biderotion.  In  doing  soj  my  first  attempt  will 
he,  to  separate  that  which  ia  not  a  sabiect  of 
ditputation  from  that  which  ia :  for,  in  uiis,  as 
in  other  cases,  time  may  be  consumed,  and  ar- 
guments fruitlessly  employed,  in  supporting 
positions  which  have  never  been  questioned, 
or  enforcing  opinions  in  which  all  are  agreed. 

First,  then,  it  will  be  admitted,  on  all  sides, 
that  the  promise  made  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation  of  half  pay  for  life  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary officers  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
was  mode  by  competent  authority:  that  the 
condition  upon  which  the  promise  was  found- 
ed has  been  fully  performed :  that  the  obliga- 
tion thereby  created,  rests  upon  the  present 
Government  in  its  orii^nal  fivoe :  and  that  if 
it  hosV)!  been  fully,  Uirlj,  and  JasUy  per- 
formed, it  on^t  now  to  he  discharged.  The 
criUcal  condition  ot  the  ooontrj  at  the  time 
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the  promise  was  made — Uie  fisct  that  this  In- 
ducement to  remun  In  aerrioe  had  bean  hdd 
up  to  the  army  firom  the  oommmcemeDt  of  the 
war,  by  various  resolves  oS  G«igresa— lhat  thia 
alone  prevented  their  abandonment  of  a  bct- 
vice,  in  which  they  were  not  hound  to  remain 
by  any  of  those  considerations  which  operate 
on  the  generality  of  mankind — ^that  to  their 
continuance  in  tiie  army,  more  then  to  any 
other  cause,  under  the  blessings  of  Providence^ 
the  snccessM  termination  of  the  war  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  Gen.  Washington,  mainly  attrib- 
utable, and  that  the  sacrifices  which  they  in- 
curred, in  consequence  of  their  determination  to 
remain,  were  ahnoet  nnparalleled — are  n^nta 
upon  which  there  can  be  no  Terence  of  opin- 
ion, and  reqairing,  after  the  able  comments  of 
the  Senators  who  had  preceded  hhn,  no  addi- 
tional illustratira. 
If  this,  sir,  sud  Jb.  V..B.,  has  been  the  nn- 

anestionable  engagement  of  the  Government,  if 
le  petitioners  are  thus  entitled  to  its  fulfilment 
by  the  performance  of  the  sole  condition  on 
which  it  was  made  to  depend — the  question 
will  be  asked,  bos  that  engagement  been  satis- 
fied ?  And  if  satisfied,  how  has  it  been  done  t 
Those  who  maintain  that  the  Government 
had  fulfilled  its  engagement,  rest  their  pontion 
on  the  ground  of  the  commutation  of  the  five 
years'  full  pay  which  has  been  fnven  in  lien  of 
the  promised  half  pay  for  life.  Whatever  miglit 
be  the  diversity  of  sentiment  with  req>ect  to 
the  l^ali^  or  the  fairness  ttf  tliat  eommn- 
tatlon-~the  means  by  which  it  was  effected — 
and  the  manner  of  its  ezecotion— and  on  theee 
points  he  acknowledged  there  was  room  for  an 
honest  difierence  of  opinion:  there  was  one 
position,  he  thought,  sufficiently  plain  to  chal- 
lenge the  acquiescence  of  every  reflecting  miod. 
It  is,  sir,  that  this  commntation  tendered  by 
the  Government  as  a  complete  fulfilment  of  its 
promise,  has  been  any  thing  but  a  fur  and  jnst 
equivalent.  To  demonstrate  this  a  few  obeex^ 
vations  only  will  be  necessary. 

The  intelligent  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  whose  ability  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  would 
entitle  hhn  to  more  than  the  hnmble  tribute  of 
renieot,  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  lender, 
haa  submitted  to  the  Senate  statonents  aad 
calculations  establislung  the  following  resolts : 
1.  That,  acoorcUng  to  authentic  tables  for  the 
computation  of  annuities,  the  Jite  years'  half 
pay  oo^t  to  have  been  snvn,  at  the  time  it 
was  given,  in  order  to  make  it  a  fur  eqaivalent^ 
and  that  the  reduction  of  this  jnst  allowance, 
was  attributable  to  the  necessities  the  Gov- 
emment,  and  not  to  a  dtqx>nl«m  to  dude  the 
claims  of  the  petitioners. 

3.  That,  owing  to  the  failure  of  tiie  States  to 
supply  t^  funds  necessary  to  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  ultimate  redem|mon  of  the 
principal,  of  the  "oommntation  certificate;^ 
these  commutation  certificates  for  'fira  ycan^ 
foil  pay,  given  as  an  equivalent,  for  lialf  pay 
for  Ufo,  rapUly  depredated.    So  that|  wow 
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ootopelled  hj  neoesuty,  to  ^upow  ot  them, 
the/  ia  faot  prodvoad  to  tlw  <mQen  k«  tihu 
one  year's  pay. 

8.  That  when  tfaeM  oommntation  ootifieates 
were  fiii^ad  ia  1791,  a  deduotioa  was  made, 
equal  to  one-third  of  their  amount,  by  defer- 
ling  the  interest  for  ten  years,  upon  one-third 
of  the  prindpal,  and  allowing  only  three  per 
cent  oa  the  interest  whioh  had  aoomed  aittoe 
1768. 

That  this  dedaction  was  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  ground  (and  could  be  josUAed 
on  no  other)  that  theee  certifioatee  were  in  the 
hands  oi  speoalators.  who  had  availed  them- 
■alvQB  at  the  neoearitlea  of  the  officers,  brought 
npcm  them  by  thdr  stipulated  OMitiuDanoe  in 
■erTice,and  unu  were  enaUed  to  obt^  them 
at  a  rednoed  and  almost  nominal  prtoe. 

Ur.  Y.  B.  B^d  be  would  refrain  from  ot- 
temptiCig  to  enforce  the  views,  npon  this  bruioh 
of  the  sntyect,  pres&ted  by  the  Senators  who 
had  preceded  him.  It  would  be  time  enough 
to  do  so,  ^onld  these  views  be  ever  contested. 
He  can^dly  acknowledged,  however,  that  they 
did  not  constitute  the  material  arguments  upon 
which  he  relied,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
gross  inadequacy  of  the  commutation  awarded 
to  the  petitioners:  and  he  would  therefore 
proceed  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
predicated  his  int>position,  with  all  hrevi^ 
and  perspicuity  in  his  power. 

The  certificates  for  commutation  of  half  pay, 
vera  issued  nndw  the  naolutimi  of  Hanm, 
1788,  and  delivered  in  Kovember  1788.  Tliey 
admitted  upon  their  fioe,  that  five  yeara*  fiiU 
pay  was  due  to  their  holders,  to  be  paid  with 
interest,  at  the  rate  of  eox  per  centum  per  an- 
num. These  certificates  were  redeemed  by  the 
operation  of  the  funding  act  ia  1701.  They 
were,  of  course,  for  different  amounts,  accord- 
ing to  the  respective  ranks  of  the  ofiloen.  The 
average  pay  of  the  officers  was  $80  per  month, 
and  the  amount  which  would  have  been  due  to 
each  officer  for  half  pay,  allowing  interest  after 
the  same  was  acknowledged  to  be  due,  would 
have  amounted,  in  1791,  when  the  redemption 
to<^  place,  to  $1,742  40.  The  average  amount 
(rf  five  years'  full  pay  for  each  offioer,  amounted 
with  interest,  in  1791,  to  $2,664;  from  this 
amount  one-tUrd  was  deducted  in  the  redemp* 
tkMi,  as  he  had  before  stated.  Th«  avera^ 
amount  therefore  received  by  each  officer  m 
1701,  for  his  five  years*  full  pay,  assuming  that 
these  certificates  had  b«en  retained,  vouM  have 
been  $1,776. 

FrtHu  this  aimi^e  statement,  it  results  that, 
in  ooDsequenoe  of  the  delay  in  discharging  the 
commut^ion,  and  the  deduoticm  which  was 
ftvcibly  made  in  doing  so,  tiie  Government 
paid  no  more  than  would  have  been  due  to  the 
officers  for  their  half  pay  alone,  up  to  the  pwiod 
when  the  oommntation  was  actually  made.  To 
that  period,  therefore,  the  officers  gained  noth- 
ing by  that  measure.  Since  that  time  years 
liava  volled  awajr,  during  which  tb^  would 
have  reoelvad  t^^malsM  half  pagr,  had  it  not 
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been  for  the  oommntation.  The  aom  which 
would  have  been  payable  to  the  offloers  siaoa 
that  period,  is  the  snm  precisely  which  the  ofli- 
oers  have  lost,  and  the  Govemmeut  has  gained, 
by  this  variation  by  the  Ooranunent  from 
original  contract. 

This  subject,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  is  simple,  found- 
ed upon  data  whioh  cannot  deceive  by  their 
plansibility,  and  is  liable  to  no  mistake,  except 
the  mere  errors  of  calculation.  Those  he  had 
endeavored  to  avoid.  The  average  half  pay 
each  of  the  petitioners  from  the  year  1791  to 
1838,  would  have  amounted  to  $18,177  83. 
This  sum,  multiplied  by  380,  the  number 
BeTdnti<Hiar7  officers  supposed  to  be  yet  ia 
existence,  would  amount  to  $8,080,710.  The 
eflbct  of  the  oommntatMn  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  upon  the  interests  d  deceased  officers, 
oould  not  be,  said  he,  distinctly  stated  without 
a  particular  knowledge  of  the  time  oi  their  re- 
spective deaths.  But  ftom  what  we  know 
upon  that  snbject  there  was  a  moral  certun^ 
that  the  guns  of  the  Treasury  frtan  thatsourca 
had  not  iMcn  ^jiminioiiAj^  i)Qt  on  the  oootraij 
greatiy  Increased. 

It  is  then,  sud  he,  an  aseert^ned  and  inoon- 
testible  fact,  that,  in  addition  to  all  the  injuries 
sustained  by  depredation,  the  officers  have  lost 
by  tiie  course  of  events,  and  the  Government 
has  gained  a  sum  not  less  than  $8,080,710,  in 
consequence  of  that  commutation  which  is  now 
set  up  to  bar  the  clums  of  the  petitioners-^ 
claims  predieated  upon  a  prondse  d  the  Gov- 
ernment, held  out  to  the  cSioen  as  an  indooe- 
ment  to  remun,  and  constituting  the  chief  re- 
ward for  the  most  signal  services  ever  perform- 
ed by  men  in  the  canse  of  freedom  and  thdr 
country. 

Upon  these  facts,  said  Kr.  Y.  B.,  a  question 
arises  for  our  decision,  no  less  important  to  the 
Government  than  to  the  petitioners ;  because, 
involving  the  character  of  one,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  other.  What  is  itf  Is  it  confined 
to  the  legal  rights  and  obligations  of  the  par- 
ties  I  No,  sir,  I  shall  never,  said  he,  bring  my 
mind  to  conMder  the  questim  of  strict  legal 
right,  when  I  look  at  the  parties.  Who  are 
they  I  On  the  one  hand,  the  Government  ot 
the  United  States,  not  liable  to  be  impleaded, 
and  inei^ble  of  b^ng  eoeroed  against  it>  will 
by  any  poww  anpoior  to  its  own — rich  in  re- 
sources, and  omflowing  with  redundance ;  on 
the  other  a  remnant  of  ute  officers  of  the  Bevo- 
lutionory  army,  borne  down  by  the  infirmities 
incident  to  age — ^with  one  foot  in  the  grave, 
and  the  other  upon  the  threshold  of  your  door, 
supplicating  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise  which 
was  made  uem,  in  the  vigor  of  their  days.  If 
even  they  have  leffol  rights  where  is  their 
remedy  to  enforce  uiem  I  They  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things  have  any.  But  candor  con- 
strained him  to  adknowledge,  that  in  stricU 
ness,  they  have  not  now,  whatever  they  may 
onoe  have  had,  any  rights,  except  such  as  are 
founded  opon  tne  unmatable  pnnoiples  of  Jus* 
tioe.  As  eariy  as  the  year  1785,  th6  Govern- 
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ment  found  it  neceBsary  to  protect  iteelf  against 
donnast  and  nnfoanded  daima,  arismg  from 
tiw  BeTolnticHUTj  oonteat,  "bj  a  atatate  of-lind- 
taU<m8.  Tariona  acts  and  resoliMom  irere 
inaied  npon  the  subject  before  the  year  1798, 
more  or  less  comprebensiTe  in  their  terms :  and 
in  that  year,  aa  bxA  was  passed  so  oompr^en- 
nve  in  its  provisions,  as  to  embrace  the  claima 
of  the  petitioners,  and  barring  them,  unless 
presented  by  the  Ist  day  of  Uay,  1794.  The 
'officers  did  not  present  this  claim  nntil  1810, 
and  are  therefore  precluded  from  urging  their 
Twted  legal  rights.  Being  thus  fhmished  wjth 
a  general  answer  to  all  clums  which  do  not  ad- 
dress both  our  eonsdenoes  and  judgments,  Con- 
gress hare  nevertheless  relaxed  from  time  to 
tene,  the  rigw  UteUr  own  act,  when  e«idd- 
cring  diumB  Ibnnded  on  justice,  and  not  op- 
poiu  "by  pdioy.  But  aa  none  <h  these  anqien- 
•iona  have  embraced  the  case  of  Hm  petitionwa, 
<  we  have  it  in  our  potMr,  if  we  can  have  the 
heart  to  present  this  statute  of  limitations  to 
tiie  petitioners,  and  under  its  mantle,  reast  the 
cry  for  justice,  if  not  Ibr  bread.  The  question, 
then,  is  not  what  we  are  bonnd  to  do  by  law, 
but  what  we  should  do.  "What  condnct  on  our 
part  will  bear  the  scrutiny  and  the  judgments 
of  impartial  men^  when  the  opportunity  to 
remedy  the  consequencea  of  our  decision  shall 
have  passed  away  I 

Let  us  look,  fw  a  moment,  sud  Hi.  V.  B.,  at 
the  argaments  advanoed  by  the  opponenta  of 
the  bilL  The  meritwknia  services  of  the  peti- 
ttonera,  tiie  dgnal  advantages  that  have  resulted 
f^om  these  servioea  to  us,  and  to  posterity ;  the 
losses  sustained  by  tiie  petitionera,  and  the  con- 
seqnent  advantages  derived  tiie  Government 
from  the  act  of  ecanmntation,  are  unequivocally 
admitted.  But,  it  is  contended,  we  have  made 
ft  compromise,  binding  on  the  parties,  and  ex* 
onerating  the  Government  from  ftarther  liabil- 
ity, that  in  an  evil  and  unguarded  hour,  they 
have  s^ven  ns  a  release  and  we  stand  upon  onr 
bond.  Now  the  question  which  he  wished  to 
address  to  the  conscience,  and  the  judgments 
<^  this  honorable  body,  was  this — ^not  whether 
this  issue  was  well  wtm  in  point  of  law — ^not 
whether  we  might  not  hope  for  a  safe  deliver- 
anoe  under  it— «DA«(Asr  tks  <hu<  ought  to 
ht  Utim  at  off— whether  it  «omp<HiB  with  the 
hwoT  of  the  Qovemment  to  plead  a  Ugal  ex- 
emption against  the  claims  of  gratitude— wheth- 
er, in  other  words,  the  Government  be  bound 
at  all  times  to  inrist  npon  its  strict  legal  rights. 
Has  this  been  the  practice  of  the  Government 
on  all  former  occasions  t  Or,  is  this  the  only 
qoeation  on  which  this  principle  should  oper- 
ate }  Nothing,  said  Ur.  V.  B.,  can  be  easier 
than  to  show  that  the  uniform  practice  of  tiie 
Government  has  been  at  war  with  the  principle 
which  is  now  opposed  to  the  dum  of  the  pe- 
titioners. Not  a  session  had  occurred  since  the 
oommencement  <tf  this  Government^  in  which 
Congress  had  not  relieved  the  citizens  from 
bardshipfl  residting  from  unlbraeen  ocmtlnrai- 
cio#-<nd  ftnrebonw  an  «nfiwoemeiit  of 
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when  its  enCHcemeait  would  work  ^reat  and 
UDdeaerved  ii^niy*  He  might,  if  ezenaaUa  on 
an  occasion  uke  this,  turn  over  the  atatatA 
hock,  page  by  page^and  give  repeated  prwA 
of  this  assffltion.  But  it  is  unnecessary.  He 
would  content  himself  with  a  reference  to  (me 
or  at  most  two  measures  of  the  character  de- 
scribed. In  the  year  1812,  between  the  montiis 
of  June  and  September,  goods  to  sn  immenae 
amount  were  Ediipped  from  England  to  tike 
Unitod  StatM,  by  American  merchants,  in  open 
violation  of  the  acta  prohibiting  their  importft- 
tioD.  They  alleged  in  justification,  either  their 
anticipated  repeal  of  these  acts,  in  coDseqoeooe 
of  title  measures  of  one  of  the  belligereots;  or 
their  ^prehension  that  in  the  event  of  a  dedft- 
ratioQ  ta  war  by  the  United  States^  their  {vw- 
erty  would  bft  aeind  and  emdemned  in  tae 
British  porta.  The  deduation,  in  fiut,  took 

Elace ;  Irat  the  importers  were  not  the  am  li»> 
le  to  the  fines  ana  penalties  imposed  by  a  vio- 
lated law,  and  merchandise  to  the  value  of  more 
than  twenty  mUlumt  qfdoUan  was  forfeited  to 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
goods,  the  owners  were  permitted  to  retain  and 
use  them,  upon  giving  bonds  to  abide  the  de- 
dsion  of  their  Government  AppHcaticm  was 
made  to  Congress  for  relief :  and  although  it 
was  well  known  that  immense  profits  were 
made  upon  their  importation,  and  not  a  doabt 
existed  of  their  liability  to  forfeiture,  Gongreaa, 
by  an  act  which  fiUa  but  a  rinfde  page  npoo 
that  statute  book,  cancelled  the  nonds  and  re- 
Unqniflhed  merelui^laa,  which,  if  retained, 
would  have  been  equal  in  nhie  to  ooe>foarth 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  war,  and  whklh 
would  doubtiess  have  been  retained  bad  the 
Government  inristed  upon  its  legal  rights  and 
acted  on  the  principle  now  contended  for. 

The  system  which  has  been  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  is  not  a 
less  memOTable  example  of  a  departure  from 
that  rigorous  policy  now  recommended  to  our 
imitation. 

By  the  act  of  10th  Uay,  IBOO,  the  minimum 
price  of  the  public  lands  was  fixed  at  ^  the 
acre ;  one-twentieth  of  the  purchase  money  was 
required  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  the  purchase^ 
one-fourth  in  40  d^;  the  baluice,  with  4ntsntt, 
was  payable  by  instalments  of  2,  S,  and  4  years ; 
and  the  forfeiture  of  the  land  was  the  declared 
penalty  of  non-payment 

By  the  act  of  S6th  Uaich,  1804,  m  intormt 
was  to  be  diarged  npon  instalinenta  for  ftrtnm 
purchases,  if  punctually  paid,  and  this  pro- 
vision, in  favor  of  the  purchaser,  vaa  extended 
to  those  whose  instalments  should  beoune  doe 
before  the  following  October. 

Under  this  liberal  system,  yteldiiig  to  the 
Government  but  littie  more  than  the  Beoeaaary- 
expenses  of  surveying  the  lands,  snpportiw  the 
various  land  t^oes,  and  providing  Ka"  the  hcAA- 
er  a  secure  landed  title,  a  debt  aconmulaled 
prior  to  the  year  1690^  mm  die  purehasaw  to 
the  United  States,  amowtiiig  to  tweaQr-^wo 
nUUoM  <tf  doDan^ 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


I 


jAJfTAST,  1828.] 

Before  that  time  repeated  iadnlgenoes  had 
been  granted,  extending  the  times  of  payment, 
preTCDting  the  forfeitures  which  woold  have 
seemed,  and,  in  namerons  instances,  allowing 
ft  ro-entry,  or  a  new  purchase  of  lands,  im- 
proved ana  forfeited  to  the  Govenunent  upon 
the  terms  of  the  origintd  porchase.  Ko  leas 
than  six  acta  were  passed  from  the  year  1818 
to  1820,  to  mtspend  the  Jbtfeiture  and  sale  of 
the  Iiuids  thus  purchased.  The  evil,  however, 
had  swelled  heyond  the  reach  of  paUiatires.  A 
debt  of  22  millions  of  dollars  exceeded  the  abil- 
ity, blighted  the  prospects,  and  deadened  the 
energies  of  the  States  by  whom  It  was  dae. 
Had  the  law  been  enforced,  and  payment  in- 
flexibly exacted,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lands 
thus  pnrohased  and  improved,  wonld  have  been 
forfeited  to  the  Union,  and  many  an  honest 
yeoman  woold  have  been  compelled  to  relin- 
quish to  more  fortunate  strangers  those  woods 
ftnd  lawns  whidi  he  vidnly  hc^ed  would  be  the 
aolace  of  his  declining  years.  To  prevent  this 
oalomify,  the  Government  interposed,  and  by 
an  act  of  Uberality  having  few  paraUels  in  his- 
tory, arrested  the  forfeitures;  authorized  the 
relmqnishment  of  lands  for  which  the  por- 
ohasers  were  unable  to  pay ;  and  the  appiica^ 
tion  of  whatever  sums  had  been  fulA  to  the 
payment  of  so  much  only  as  they  thought  prop- 
er to  retain ;  cancelled  the  accumulated  inter- 
est ;  extended  the  term  of  credit  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  lands  retained ;  and  by  a  subsequent 
act  passed  in  1834,  consented  to  receive  as  a 
fUli  payment  for  these  lands,  less  than  two- 
thirdt  o[  the  amount  actually  due.  Nor  was 
this  all :  by  tiie  act  of  1821,  the  price  of  tiie  lands 
was  redneed  frran  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  eokts ;  and  he  who  had  sarrondered 
lands  purchased  at  the  bluest  sum  was  enabled 
to  re-enter  the  same  lan^  if  not  sold  at  publio 
sales,  at  the  reduced  price.  Sir,  sud  Mr.  T. 
B.,  by  Qie  best  estimate  that  I  am  able  to  make 
on  referring  to  the  only  documents  witiiin  my 
reach,  this  donation  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  ooald  not  have  been  less  than  $men  mil- 
lumt  and  a  haJf,  and  probably  has  not  been 
ciiort  of  tm  millumt  of  dollan.  But  the  exact 
amount  is  not  materi&l  to  the  elucidation  of  the 
principle  firom  which  it  flowed ;  and  in  consid- 
ering its  value,  who,  that  can  cast  his  eyes 
upon  those  extensive  regions,  where  tranquil- 
lity has  snooeeded  to  disquietude,  and  pro^r- 
ity  to  rain,  will  attempt  to  estinute  it  \ij  the 
scale  vi doUan  and  centst 

It  appears,  then,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  it  has 
not  been  the  praetioe  of  the  Government  to  act 
the  part  of  Shyloek  witii  its  citizens ;  and  God 
forbid  that  it  should  make  its  debvt^  on  the 
present  occasion,  not  so  much  in  the  character 
txt  a  merciless  creditor,  as  a  reluctant  though 
wealthy,  debtor ;  withholding  the  merited  pit- 
tance from  those  to  whose  noble  daring  and 
unrivalled  fortitude,  we  are  indebted  for  tiie 
privily  of  sitting  in  judgment  on  tbeir  daims ; 
and  nuuiifeetiog  more  sensibility  tor  the  pur- 
diaseri  of  oar  lands  tiun  ttx  uom  by  wnoiQ 
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bravery  they  were  won;  and  but  for  whose 
achievements,  these  very  purchasers,  instead  of 
being  the  proprietors  of  their  soil,  and  the  cit- 
izens of  free  and  sovereign  States,  might  now 
be  the  miserable  vassals  of  some  worthless  £fr^ 
T6rite  of  arMtrary  power. 

If  disposed  to  be  less  liberal  to  the  Beroln- 
tionary  officers  than  to  other  classes  of  the  com- 
moidty,  let  us  at  least  testify  our  gratitude  by 
relieving  their  sufflBrings,  and  returning  a  por- 
tion of  those  immense  gains  which  have  been 
the  glorious  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  of  their 
blood. 

Such,  sud  Mr,  V.  B.,  would,  in  his  Judgment, 
be  a  correct  view  of  the  subject  had  the  Gov- 
emraent  relieved  itself  from  all  rarther  liability 
by  the  most  ample  and  unexceptionable  per- 
formance of  its  stipulations.  How  much, 
stronger,  then,  will  be  their  appeal  to  your 
justice,  iif  it  can  be  shown  that  you  have  no 
ri^t  to  nige  this  act  of  commutation  as  a  com- 
plete fnlfllment  of  your  promise  t  ^e  act  c£ 
oommntatiott  is  impeached  by  the  petitioners 
—first,  oa  acGOont  of  the  means  by  which  It 
was  effected ;  and,  secondly,  because  the  stipu- 
lations of  that  act  nave  nevw  been  folfilled. 

The  petitioners  with  reason  oranplained  that 
without  ever  having  consented  to  be  bound  by 
tiie  acts  of  their  brother  officers,  their  personal 
rights  were  made  to  depend  npon  the  decision 
of  the  lines,  and  not  upon  their  own  individual 
assent  This  is  admitted  to  have  been  the  fact. 
Two  months  were  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
lines,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen. 
Waslungton;  and  six  months  to  those  of  the 
southern  anny,  to  give  their  assent  to  the  c<»n- 
promise.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  lines  of 
the  soutfaem  simj  ever  gave  th^  assent.  In- 
deed, it  is  stated  by  a  distinguished  Bevolutitnip 
ary  officer  on  this  fioor,  (Gen.  S.  Bhith,)  that 
th^  never  did.  It  does  not  appear  that  there 
ever  was  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  north- 
em  army,  for  tiie  purpose  of  deciding  upm  the 
question:  and  It  Is  affirmed  that  there  was 
none.  To  assume,  then,  that  the  assent  of  each 
individual  was  given  under  circumstances  like 
these,  appears  to  my  mind  harsh  and  uqjust 
But  it  is  alleged,  in  extenuation,  that  the  com- 
promise was  made  upon  the  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers themselves.  Let  this  be  admitted :  did 
the  application  for  a  just  equlvaloit  for  tiie 
promised  half  p^  for  life,  oomfer  tax  Ooi^Tess 
the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  1  Will  it  Justify 
the  aUowanoe  of  less  than  that  to  which  th^ 
were  entitled  >  Will  not  the  drcumstanoeL 
under  whioh  this  spidieatiwi  was  made,  present' 
a  still  stronger  appeal  to  your  liberality,  if  not 
your  gratitude !  Look,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  at  the 
acts  of  tiiese  brave  and  high-minded  men,  in 
whatever  light  you  please ;  examine  their  con- 
duct by  the  strictest  scrutiny,  and  you  will  al- 
ways find  them  exhibiting  the  pnrest  prindples 
and  the  most  elevated  patriotinn.  The  half 
pay  establishment  for  life,  was,  at  that  time, 
conridered  by  the  ardent  advocates  for  liberty, 
as  leading  to  the  fonnation  of  an  aristooratie 
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bodr,  sDd  therefore^  subvermTe  of  th«  principles 
of  uie  rerolaUon.  An  intimatioa  Uke  tfaia,  in 
the  infiuiC7 mar  iQstHatioiu,  bowerer  gnmnd- 
leu  in  itself,  was  safficient  to  excite  alarm. 
The  dangers  of  the  poet  were  oTerlooked  in  the 
apprehensions  for  the  future ;  the  measnre  was 
reprobated,  and  these  ueritorioos  ofScers  be- 
came tlie  objects  of  unfounded  jealousy.  To 
quiet  these  unreasonable  fears,  tlie  petitioners 
expressed  their  willingness  to  waive  the  literal 
fulfilment  of  the  promise  whiohhad  been  given: 
to  remove  the  cause  which  could  have  a  ten- 
dency to  deprive  them  of  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow-citizens :  to  surrender  the  boou  they  had 
so  dearly  purchased;  and,  in  addition  to  all 
that  they  had  done,  and  to  lUl  that  th^  had  suf- 
fered,  to  offer  up  their  fUtore  |>roq>«sts  upon 
the  altar  of  their  country.  And  could  any 
tiling  be  UMre  prepo^erous  than  to  attempt  to 
fbuira  upon  an  act,  orig^ating  in  motives  like 
these,  the  light  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  com- 
mutation ?  But  it  is  alleged  that  the  officers 
received  the  commutation  certificates,  and,  by 
doing  so,  must  be  presumed  to  have  aaseuted  to 
their  being  considered  a  fiill  satisfaction  of  their 
demands.  This  inference  was,  in  his  opinion, 
removed  by  the  peculiar  oircumstanoes  under 
which  the  certificates  were  given.  These  cir- 
cnmstances,  said  Ur.  T.  B.,  are  not  unworthy 
of  the  deliberate  attention  o(  the  Senate.  Pre- 
TiouB  to  October,  1788,  and  eubsequeut  to  the 
time  when  the  signature  <tf  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticles of  peaoe  vaa  known  to  the  vmy,  freqnent 
^ipUcations  bad  been  made,  in  their  odiai^  to 
CiKigress,  Ibr  an  a^ostment     aocounta,  and 

Sayment  of  the  large  arrearages  which  were 
ue.  These  applications  were  fruitless.  The 
failure  of  the  States  to  c<»i^y  with  the  requi- 
ntioDB  of  Congress,  deprlTed  that  body  of  the 
means  of  discharging  their  engagements :  and 
with  a  full  sense  of  uie  services  and  privations 
of  the  army,  and  of  the  iigustioe  they  were 
about  to  commit,  Congress  were  on  the  point 
of  disbanding  them,  unpaid  and  unrequited, 
and  sending  them  nennilMS  and  almost  naked 
to  their  hranes.  The  effect  of  this  anticipated 
measure,  upoa  minds  sensibly  alive  to  indignity 
and  iqjnry  may  be  easily  imaged:— At  the 
moment  when  pasaum  imght  have  triumphed 
over  reason,  the  army  was  addressed  by  an 
anonymons  writer,  on  the  subject  of  their 
vrongs,  with  a  d^:ree  of  eloquence  calculated 
to  redeem  if  any  thing  could  redeem,  the 
Ticions  tendency  of  his  principles.  He  ad- 
monished them  of  the  futility  of  their  oom- 
pMnts,  and  urged  them  by  every  motive  that 
could  be  addressed  to  their  hopes  and  to  their 
fears,  to  change  the  supplicate^  style  of  a  me- 
morial to  language  more  beooming  those  who 
had  the  means  of  redress  within  their  hands.' 
At  that  perilous  moment,  on  the  events  of 
-which  were  su^>aided  the  honor  of  the  Army, 
and  the  future  welfare  of  the  oountry,  their 
commander-in-chief  appeared  amongst  them. 
He  owjured  tiiem  to  fjtn  one  more  distlii- 
gniihed  pKxtf  of  uuxamiAed  paMotbm,  pa> 


tience,  aqd  virtue;  to  rise  superior  to  the  most 
omni^ioated  sufferings,  and  by  th*  dignity  of 
Uieir  conduct,  give  posterity  oecanon  to  say, 
when  speaking  ot  their  glorious  example-— 
"  Had  t3uB  day  been  wanting,  the  worid  had 
never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection  which 
human  nature  is  cabbie  of  attaining." 

They  listened  to  the  voice  of  their  beloved 
cmnmander,  followed  his  advice,  surrendered 
their  arms,  and  sunk,  penniless,  into  the  ranks 
of  private .  life.  In  the  succeeding  month,  the 
certificates  of  commutation  were  tendered,  by 
the  Paymaster  General,  who  requeeted  ouly  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  receipt,  while  in  re- 
lation to  the  final  settlement  certificates  for 
th^  pay,  he  required  a  full  dis^uve  of  &eir 
demands.  The  certificates  thus  tendered,  were 
accepted,  and  in  almost  every  eaaa,  imme^ately 
sold,  for  the  purpose  of  aatitfving  the  most  m> 
gent  necessities  of  nature.  He  atted  the  Sen- 
ate  whether  it  would  oomptnt  with  the  dignilj 
and  hoDOT  of  a  great  and  magnanimooa  pet^de^ 
to  avail  themselves  of  an  acceptance  exbwted 
by  circumstances  like  these ;  and  to  urge  it  as 
sufficient  to  bar  the  claJma  of  justice,  and  di- 
vest their  protectors  in  the  hoar  of  danger,  of 
their  stipulated  reward  f 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  this  commutation 
excited  no  dissatisfaction  at  the  time ;  that  the 
complunta  upon  t^e  subject  are  of  a  recent 
date,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  thon^t  of  as 
a  plandble  support  to  an  nnfounded  claim. 
The  Senator  from  S.  (Kr.  Shitb,)  who  hm 
been  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  assume 
the  unpleasant  teak  ftf  aealouB^  opporing  the 
bill  upon  your  table,  has  inquired,  with  mndi 
apparent  triumph,  whetiier  a  single  individual 
could  be  pointed  out  who  had  rensed  the  com- 
mutation! He  assured  tiie  wordiy  Senator 
that  he  had  adopted  an  erroneous  impresrion. 
When  tendered  it  was  received  with  univosal 
discontent,  and  by  the  junior  officers  who  were 
most  likely  to  be  ii^ured,  with  decided  repro- 
bation. Had  an  opportunity  for  inquiry  been 
allowed,  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  todesig- 
nate  many  who  had  refused.  At  the  moment  he 
could  refer  the  Senator  to  iU^or  Gadsd^  of  bis 
own  State,  whose  petition  im  Uie  snUeet  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate;  and  if  respect 
for  the  feeUngs  of  an  h<morabIe  member  bcme 
him,  did  sot  render  it  improper  to  ^cag  the 
name  of  his  venerable  father  into  the  debate^ 
he  could  name  another  veteran  soldier  of  the 
revolution,*  the  confidant  of  Washington  and 
the  companion  of  Lafayette,  who  hu  served 
his  country  bravely  and  efficiently  thron^iont 
the  war,  and  who  refaued  to  receive  the  com- 
mutation, because  violating,  in  his  oinnion,  iht 
leading  princiides  of  the  Bevcdution,  by  sub- 
jecting his  property  to  the  dedsion  of  men 
whom  he  had  never  authorized  to  act  in  Ids 
name  or  stead.  But,  ur,  s^  Ur.  Y.  B.,  what 
effect  did  tiie  suf^Mwed  udustice  of  his  wantry 
have  on  this  reteran  aiddierl  Bid  it  in  the 
least  dmp  his  udor  in  her  oaosef  By  no 
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moans.  He  belonged  to  a  diflferent  sdiool,  and 
be  gave  the  most  palpaUeproof  of  tUf  enduring 
qnolity  of  the  principle  of  that  school  duriog 
the  late  war.  On  learning  the  approach  of 
danger  be  repaired  to  tbia  city.  On  the  disas- 
trous day  of  Blade/uburgh^  he  was  found,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy,  on  horseback,  in  the 
field,  stimnlating  to  exertions,  by  his  ekample 
and  exhortation.  When  the  danger  pressed 
the  hardest  he  waited  on  the  military  com- 
mander of  the  day,  and  solicited  the  responsi: 
bility  for  the  safety  of  the  City,  by  being  in- 
tmsted  with  tlie  possession  of  this  capitol,  with 
a  reasonable  force  for  its  defence.  Denied  in 
Ms  application,  mortified  and  fanmUiated  by 
the  resnlts  of  the  day,  he  found  his  waj  back 
to  his  home  and  the  home  of  his  Innily,  where 
he  still  lives,  blessed  with  the  esteem  of  his 
fiiends,  and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Bat  aasnming,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  that  tiie  act  of 
eoramntation  was  just,  la  its  inception,  was  it 
jnst  in  its  execution  ?  On  this  point,  he  tliougfat 
there  was  no  room  for  contrariety  of  opinion. 
An  essential  difference,  he  observed,  existed 
between  the  claims  for  pay  and  sabsistence  of 
the  Army,  and  those  arising  fi-om  the  stipulation 
of  half  pay  for  life.  The  former  b«ng  payable 
during  the  war,  when  it  was  known  tJiat  the 
finances  were  embarrassed,  were  properly  snh- 
Jeot  to  the  depreciation  of  that  penod.  Bat  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life  was  expected  to  sar- 
Tive  the  period  of  embarrassment,  and  there- 
fore to  be  payable  in  the  sound  carrenoy  of  the 
oonntry.  Some  of  the  reasons  which  Inclined 
the  officers  to  accept  a  commutation  have  al- 
ready been  noticed.  The  necessity  of  obtaining 
pecuniary  means  to  enable  them  to  embark  in 
other  parsuits,  formed  a  no  less  prevalent  in- 
ducement. To  effect  this  object,  it  was  ob- 
vionsly  necessary  that  the  equivalent  to  he  re- 
ceived should  be  promptly  p^d  or  adequately 
secured.  The  act  of  commutation  did  neither. 
It  is  surely  not  enough  to  say  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  prescribed  tiiat  the  commnta- 
tioaof  fire  years'  fall  pay,  shoaM  be  paid  in  se- 
oaritiea,  unless  it  can  oe  shown  that  paper,  ab- 
solutely worthless,  was  the  security  intended. 
Can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed,  that  Congress 
meant  to  deceive  their  brave  defenders,  by 
holding;  out  a  **  promise  to  the  ear,"  only  "  to 
break  it  to  their  nones  I "  Ko,  sir,  they  meant 
what  they  expressed,  that  the  securities  should 
be  real,  and  not  nominal ;  their  repeated  and 
earnest  requisitions  upon  the  States  prove  their 
intention ;  and  nothing  but  the  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  Government,  and  the  fiulore  of  the 
States  to  comply  with  the  reqnisitions  of  Con- 
gress—an excuse  fortunately  not  in  oar  power 
to  plead — prevented  that  venerated  body  from 
redeeming  their  eng^ements.  Bnt  though  the 
depreciation  which  followed  was  not  attribu- 
table to  Congress,  its  effsct  upon  the  officers 
was  not  the  less  fotal.  Kecessity,  that  waits 
not  for  times  or  seasons,  compelled  too  many 
to  carry  their  certificates  into  market,  and  the 
amouDt  which  tinaj  produced  aerreu  but  to 


realire  the  destruction  of  all  theh-  hopes.  The 
few  who  retained  them  until  1791,  experienced  a 
loss  not  less  severe  than  unexpected.  It  has 
ready  been  stated  that,  by  the  operation  of  the 
funding  system,  one-tliird  of  the  amount  which 
the  commutation  certificates  declared  to  be  due 
was  deducted  by  the  Government.  The  rejison 
alleged  for  a  raeasnre  apparently  so  destructive 
of  public  confidence,  and  individual  rights,  was 
the  well-known  fact,  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  were  held  by  speculators  who  had  pur- 
chased them  at  an  incon»derable  price.  Mr. 
Madison,  it  is  true,  endeavored  to  exempt  the 
certifiootes  in  the  bands  of  tiie  officers  from  thia 
deduction;  but  ha^ug  failed  in  his  attemp^ 
the  least  neoesntous  of  the  officers  were  doom- 
ed to  experience  a  diminution  their  already 
insufficient  commutation. 

This  act  of  commutation,  therefore,  i|  dearly- 
liable  to  the  ohiection : 

1st  Of  not  heing  a  Just  equivalent  for  the 
promised  half  pay  for  life. 

2dly.  Of  having  been  effected  under  circum- 
stances, and  by  the  operation  of  motives,  which 
deprive  it  of  all  obligatory  force,  and  entitie 
the  officers  to  liberality  instead  of  rigor. 

8dly,  Of  partial  and  defective  execution. 

If,  said  Mr.  y.  B.,  no  other  obstacle  were 
interposed  to  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  than 
those  to  which  he  had  alladad,  fortified  as 
they  are,  by  facts  not  susceptible  of  misoon- 
straetion,  and  resting  upon  the  phdn  and  im- 
mutable principles  m  justice;  no  doubt  oonld 
be  entertained  of  yonr  favorable  decision.  But 
be  was  apiH^heosive  that  other  considerations 
would  have  their  influence :  that  the  claims 
of  tiie  petitioners  would  be  clouded  by  dangers 
in  prospective ;  and,  that  the  fear  of  establish- 
ing a  precedent  by  which  the  door  of  your 
treasury  would  be  unlocked  to  a  crowd  of  ap- 
plicants pleading  their  poverty,  and  urging 
their  misfortunes,  may  induce  yon,  in  this  case, 
to  resist  the  strongest  impulses  of  your  hearts, 
if  not  the  dictates  of  your  Judgments.  Among 
the  different  grounds  upon  which  this  appro* 
hension  is  founded,  a  leading  one,  he  said,  is. 

That  the  bill  did  not  embraee  the  oases  of 
private  stddiers,  who  ml^ht  also  have  sustnned 
injustice,  and  whose  services  were  not  less  meri- 
torious than  those  of  the  officers  themselves." 

Before  I  proceed,  s^d  Mr.  V.  B.,  to  consider 
this  objectiog,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  one  or  two  incidental  remarks.  A  variety 
of  persons,  officers  of  the  army,  who  hod  n<^ 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war — private  sddiera^ 
militia  officers,  and  citizens  who  had  borne  the 
privations  of  that  period,  had  been  successively 
Drought  in  review  before  the  Senate ;  and  their 
losses  and  sufferings,  i^r  having  been  forcibly 
depicted,  were  urged  as  a  reason  for  the  reje<y 
tion  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

If.  s^d  Mr.  V.  B.,  any  thing  could  aggravate 
the  injustice  already  inflicted  upon  the  petition- 
ers, it  would  be  an  ot^ection  like  this.  Had 
the  claims  of  the  persons  alluded  to  been  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  petitioners,  the  argument 
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derived  from  an  eqnalttf  of  right  would  b«  en- 
titled to  attention ;  but  if  dissimilar,  let  them 
be  di^oined.  The  allowance  of  the  one  con 
oonstitnte  no  groond  for  the  admission  of  the 
other;  and  bjr  uniting  them  togetiier,  you 
throw  upon  the  petitioaen  the  mlKfortimes  of 
(rfiien,  (misfortnnea  for  which  thej  are  in  no 
sense  respondble,)  in  ad^tion  to  their  own. 

Now,  sir,  Bud  Ur.  Y.  B.,  it  is  easy  to  de- 
monstrate that  no  aimilarity  exists.  What  is 
the  olfject  of  this  hill  ?  To  repair  a  wrong  in 
liot  haring  given  a  jnst  equivalent  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  life.  Do  the 
claims  of  any  othera  rest  upon  a  basis  like  this  ? 
Is  it  alleged  that  any  such  or  similar  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  the  soldier?  Host  as- 
suredly not.  If^  then,  no  similarity  exists,  an 
attempt  to  connect  them  would  be  plainly 
ttidnst 

I  am*ware.  said  "ib.  Y.  B.,  of  Hie  imposinff 
character  of  the  armament  thi^  has  been  ui^d 
fat  ftvor  of  the  claims  of  the  common  soldier. 
Ta  a  Government  like  onrs,  appeals  in  their 
&vor  cannot  be.  made  without  effect.  Th«7 
derive  their  force  ftx)m  that  all-pervading  Jeal- 
otuy  of  power,  which  is  generwljr  supposed  to 
be  the  concomitant  of  official  station  and  acci- 
dental  elevation.  Although  not  insensible  to 
its  influence,  he  was  not  disposed  to  complaiu 
of  its  effect;  and  when  properly  directed  or 
controlled,  he  considered  it  necessary  to  the 
successful  operation  of  our  political  system. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  V.  B.,  instead  of  yielding 
our  judgments  to  favor  on  the  one  hand,  or 
Improper  prejudice  oa  the  other;  it  liecamo 
our  duty  as  pubUo  men  to  know  no  ffistincticms 
but  those  of  merit,  and  no  rule  but  that  of  jus- 
tlee.  Was  it  true,  then,  he  asked,  that  the 
partialis  of  the  Government  had  inclined  to 
the  i^cer,  in  preference  to  the  soldier!  Is  it 
not  evident,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  every 
case  the  former  has  been  treated  with  distrust, 
and  the  latter  with  indulgence?  Upon  what 
can  the  soldiers  predicate  a  claim  for  additional 
oompensationt  Upon  the  ground  of  the  de- 
jffedation,  and  no  other.  The  losses  of  the 
officers,  on  this  account,  were  as  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  soldier,  as  the  relative  differ- 
ence of  their  pay ;  and  yet  this  bill  contains 
noprovirion  in  their  ibvornpoi  tiiat subject. 
This,  then,  can  fbrm  no  olfjection  to  the  pro* 
poeM  allowance.  Bnt,  in  rdaUim  to  the 
Tdfl^ve  condition  of  the  offlcei*  and  soldier 
when  thoy  entered  the  service.  General  Wash- 
ington informs  us  in  his  letters  to  the  States, 
contained  in  the  book  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  that  tiie  private  soldiers  had  this  signal 
advantage  over  the  officers.  They  received  at 
the  time  of  enlistment,  from  the  States  by 
wbldi  they  were  raised,  a  bounty  of  from  two 
to  three  hundred  dollars,  in  good  money,  or 
provision  for  their  families.  No  such  advances 
were  received  by  the  officers.  What,  sir,  said 
Ur.  y.  B.,  has  been  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  Government!  The  average  pay  of  the 
^Boers,  caloolating  from  a  colonel  oownwarde, 
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was  forty  dollars  per  month.  That  of  tha 
soldier  was  six  dollars  and  a  quarter. 

Now,  by  the  pension  act  of  1818,  the  allow- 
ance to  officers  and  sddiers,  reduced  to  pov- 
erty, was,  toT  the  officers,  twenty  dollars  per 
month,  and  for  the  soldiera  ^ght  ddlars  per 
month.    Giving  to  the  oflScer  less  thm  half 

gay,  and  to  the  soldier  more  than  fill!  pay* 
0,  said  he,  would  it  ever  be.  Whatever 
might  be  the  declamatory  appeals  upon  this 
subject,  there  no  dspger  that  toe  partiality  of 
Congress  would  ever  be  manifested  for  the 
officer,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  fair  cliums  of 
the  soldier.  To  prevent  misapprehensitni,  said 
Mr.  Y.  B.,  I  will  proceed  further.  I  have 
said,  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  feeling 
which  had  b^en  so  strongly  pressed  into  the 
argument.  As  an  evidence  of  the  sincerity 
with  which  he  spoke,  he  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  adopt  any  measure  in  favor  of  the  itd- 
dier,  that  the  genUemen  opposed  to  him  could 
reasonably  deure.  Host  of  the  soldiers, 
Mr.  Y.  B.,  had  been  placed  upon  the  prauon 
list  The  limited  number  who  had  not,  must 
average  seventy  years  of  age.  Let,  said  he, 
a  section  be  prepared,  placing  all  who  had  en- 
listed for  the  war,  upon  the  pennon  list,  at 
eight  dollars  per  month,  without  requiring 
evidence  of  poverty.  For  a  measure  like  this, 
he  would  readily  vote;  if  even  more  wen 
proposed,  it  should  receive  his  deliberate  atten- 
tion, and,  if  possible,  his  concurrence.  Frauds 
might  be  practised ;  but  they  would,  of  neces- 
sity, be  of  short  duration.  Even  now,  the 
expense  would  not  be  felt ;  in  a  few  years  it 
would  ceasa  to  be  remembered;  while  the 
fkme  that  wonld  attend  .it,  would  constitute 
one  of  the  most  valuable  legacies  to  posterity 
that  can  be  left  behind  us. 

Instead,  then,  of  opposing  the  bill  because  it 
eont^tts  no  provision  for  the  soldier,  might  he 
not  with  some  propriety  ask  of  gentlemen  to 

Sropose  a  remedy  for  the  defect,  and  not  oon- 
emn  for  omission,  whilst  making  no  effort  to 
have  that  omission  supplied  t 

Another  cause  of  q>prehen»on  from  this  bill, 
as  a  precedent,  arises  from  the  supposition  that 
if  it  be  intended  to  provide  for  losses  incurred 
by  t^e  depreciation  of  commutation  certificates, 
the  Government  will  he  bound  to  compensate 
for  rimilar  losses,  whether  incurred  by  the 
annyor the pnUio ereditras.  These iSsars, said 
Me,  V .  B.,  I  connder  vinonary.  The  bill  doea 
not  propose  a  compensation  on  account  oi  de- 
preciation. This  would  be  impracticable,  be- 
cause no  data  could  be  obtained  by  which  an 
estimate  could  be  formed  to  justify  a  legislative 
act.  The  depreciation  of  the  commntation 
certificates  has  been  refen«d  to  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  equity  of  a  claim 
originating  in  a  contract,  never  satisfied  by  the 
act  of  commutation,  but  from  which  you  are 
legally  absolved  by  the  acts  of  limitation. 
Until  the  soldiers  can  plead  a  similar  contract, 
and  the  equitable  considerations  which  the  offi- 
cers have  oi^ed,  thciy  can  have  no  right  to 
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place  their  claims  on  an  equal  footing.  Still 
less,  sir,  said  Mr.  Y.  B.,  can  it  be  said  that  this 
bin  will  afford  a  pretext  for  reviving  the  dor- 
mant claims  of  the  public  creditors.  Their 
case  is  widelj  different  from  tbat  of  either  the 
officers  or  the  soldiers.  While  the  paj  of  the 
anny  was  fixed  and  stationary^  its  actual  value 
was  rednced  by  the  depreciation  of  currency, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  receive  at  par. 
But  the  sapplien  of  the  wmy,  the  great  mass 
of  puUio  creditors,  regulated  their  contracts 
by  the  flnotnaticmB  in  whldi  they  expected  to 
be  paid,  and  the  prioeadttnaDdedbwe  an  exact 
proportion  to  Its  depredation  in  market. 

It  has  been  urged,  too,  as  an  objection,  that 
provision  had  not  been  made  for  the  officen 
who  did  not  serve  to  tiie  close  of  the  war,  and 
for  the  militia.  It  was  sufficient  to  my  that 
with  them  the  Government  had  entered  into 
no  such  enga^ment.  The  surviving  officers 
of  the  revolution  who  had  been  called  from 
service  before  the  end  of  the  war,  generally  by 
public  considerations,  .would  not,  he  was  per- 
suaded, repine  at  the  success  of  tiieir  brethren 
in  arms,  or  make  it  the  basis  of  unfounded 
complaint.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  venerable 
and  worthy  Senator  b^re  me,  (Gen.  8.  Suth,) 
that  this  bill  will  not  embraoe  his  oase,  tor  the 
reasons  he  has  riven.  Who  would  have  mote 
cause  to  complain  than  he,  i^  ii^eed,  any  cause 
oonld  be  found  in  the  measure  proposed  ?  Of 
bis  conduct  and  services  in  two  it  would 
be  superfluous  to  speak.  They  are  familiar  to 
vs  all;  and  he  wished  he  could  add,  bad  been 
as  well  appreciated  by  the  Union  as  by  the 
State  whose  interests  he  had  promoted  in  peace, 
and  whose  safety  he  had  defended  in  war. 
The  Boltcitade  which  he  had  manifested  for  the 
fiiends  of  his  youth,  and  his  companions  in 
danger,  mast  have  awakened  the  sennbilities 
of  those  who  witnessed  it ;  while  lua  zealous, 
though  disinterested  support  of  the  bill  upon 
Tour  table,  constituted  a  convincing  proof  that 
it  would  be  viewed  by  others,  who  might  be 
^dnded  fiwm  its  provisions,  with  equal  satia- 
fsuitioD. 

The  last,  and,  to  his  mind,  the  strongest 
objection  against  the  passage  of  thU  bill,  was 
its  making  no  provision  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  deceased  officers,  who  were  entitled 
to  half  pB7.  By  whom,  sir,  sud  Ifr.  V.  B., 
had  this  objection  been  adduced?  By  the 
parties  thenMelvesf  Ho,  sir;  by  those  who 
have  had  no  conference  with  the  parties.  Do 
fhey  advocate  the  claims  of  the  heirs  and  wid- 
ows because  they  have  heretofore  been  impor- 
tonate  for  relief?  Ko,  sir ;  from  the  first  agita- 
tion of  this  question  in  1810,  to  the  present 
moment,  he  vaa  anthorized,  he  beliarod,  to  say, 
that  not  a  n^cle  petition  had  been  presented 
in  their  betulT  Bir.  said  Ur.  Y.  B.,  we  resist 
tiie  chiims  of  the  living  by  exoreimng  the 
apirits  of  the  dead.  The  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia declares  that  he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
bdcause  the  heirs  and  widows  are  not  indnded, 
and  that  he  inmld  not  vote  far    it  they  were. 


It  has  been  asked  1^  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  whether  a  positive  debt,  a  vested 
interest,  does  not  descend  to  the  heir,  and 
whether  a  Government,  any  more  than  an  in- 
dividual, is  discliarged  by  the  deatii  of  its 
creditor?  The  objection  thus  presented  is 
plaunble  in  its  appearance,  but  he  was  per- 
suaded, eanly  surmounted.  He  had  already, 
in  bis  opinion,  given  a  satisfisctory  answer. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  wiginal  charac- 
ter of  the  claim,  it  could  no  longer  be  reguded 
as  legally  binding  on  the  Government.  It 
was  barred  by  the  atstate  of  limitaticMu— a 
measure  sometimes  harsh,  but  not  the  less 
founded  in  policy  and  justice.  This  shield,  in- 
terposed by  the  Government  for  justifiable  ends^ 
mi^t  be  ranoved,  at  the  option  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  only  in  the  oases  which  policy  and  jostioe 
might  demand.  It  has  a  perfect  right  to  per> 
mit  it  to  operate  upon  the  officers,  their  wid- 
ows, or  their  heirs — end  neither  might,  in 
strictness,  have  a  legal  ground  of  complaint, 
I  have  endeavored,  said  Ur.  Y.  B.,  to  show 
that  equity  requires,  and  policy  does  not  forbid 
the  allowance  proposed  for  the  surviving  offi- 
cers. The  d^nu  d  the  widows  stood,  m  his 
opinion,  on  a  different  fonndidion.  But  he 
should  not  be  willing^  for  one,  to  oppose  tiiem* 
Their  nnmber  must  be  small ;  not  half  as  great, 
in  all  probability,  as  tiiat  of  surviving  officers; 
say  one  hundred  at  the  outside.  Give  them  a 
gratuity  of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  each; 
and  if  necessary,  deduct  it  from  the  snm  yon 
would  otherwise  give  to  the  surviving  officers. 
They,  he  was  well  assivred,  would  not  utter  a 
oomplunt.  On  the  contrary,  the  value  of  wb&t 
they  received,  would  be  doubly  enhanced  by 
the  cause  of  the  deduction.  The  supposed 
daims  of  the  heirs  oould  not  be  presented  to 
your  attention  with  eaual  force.  Of  the  two 
thonsand  four  hundred  utd  eighty  officers 
the  revelation,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
SSbf  are  no  more.  Their  tunpmd  intereati, 
whatever  they  were,  have  been  distributed.  In 
many  cas^  among  sueoesdve  generati<HU. 
To  ascertain  and  distribote  the  respective 
shares  to  which  the  heirs  would  be  entitled, 
of  the  small  amount  now  proposed  to  be  given, 
if  not  wholly  impracticable,  would  involve  aa 
expense  that  would  consume  the  means  of  your 
bounty ;  and  without  being  productive  of  sub- 
stantial benefit,  your  resources  would  be  ex- 
hausted. But,  said  he,  these  are  condderaticma 
of  an  inferior  character,  rounded  on  expediency 
only.  Tour  refhsal  to  grant  to  the  heirs,  may 
be  placed  on  the  highest  nound  of  prindple. 
Whatever  you  now  do  in  favor  of  the  officer, 
must  be  voluntary,  proceeding  frran  yonr  liber- 
ally and  gratittue.  All  other  obUgatiou 
have  been  out  off  by  time.  All  your  endow- 
ments q»rin^ng  from  inch  motives,  being  for 
the  reward  of  personal  services,  may  with  pro- 
priety be  confined  to  those  by  whom  thoee  mr- 
vices  were  rendered.  This,  said  he,  is  not  a 
new  principle  in  yonr  le^slation.  It  lies  at 
the  Hoondation  <tf  the  aot  of  1818^  providing 
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not  tor  the  faehra,  but  certjun  porttona  of  the 
Terolntionuy  t^oersand  soldiers,  by  the  opera- 
Uott  of  which,  millions  hare  in  his  opmion 
been  beneficiallj  applied.  It  was  called  indeed 
a  pension  act,  bat  with  no  more  propriety, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of  the 
QoTemment,  than  the  bill  upon  yonr  table. 

What,  according  to  these  principles,  are  the 
grotmds  apon  which  pensions  have  been  grant- 
ed? They  were,  exdasively,  disability  pro- 
duced by  known  woands  received  in  the  pnbllo 
service,  and  half  pay  tor  a  Umited  time  to  the 
widow  and  faifimt  children  of  those  who  had 
ftllea  in  afsticni.  Since  the  dote  of  onr  inde- 
pei^ence,  these  <»ly  have  been  the  legal  and 
^propriate  caoses  for  being  placed  on  the  list  of 
pennonera.  The  annual  aUowanoe  to  a  limited 
nnmber  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
Intionary  army,  by  the  act  of  1818,  was  fonnd- 
ed  on  no  snch  connderation,  otherwise  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deceased  officers 
and  soldienj  would  have  been  as  much  entitled 
to  yonr  bounty  as  they  can  be  now.  They 
did  not  receive  it:  and  the  only  justifiable  rea- 
aon  which  could  then  have  been  given,  was  the 
one  which  may  now  be  asngned.  Tou  had 
*  right  to  make  your  donation  personal.  Tou 
had  a  light  to  enbrge  or  contract  the  circle 
of  yonr  beoefieenoe,  aoooTding  to  your  own 
views  of  the  state  of  yonr  treasury,  uie  ezigen- 
eles  of  society,  and  the  claims  ot  humanity. 
Among  the  most  powerful  motives  for  its  adop- 
tim,  was  the  demre  to  rescue  the  country  from 
tiie  reproach  of  seeing  those  to  whom  it  was 
indebted  for  its  liberties,  thrown,  in  the  even- 
ing of  their  days,  amidst  the  prosperity  they 
hM  been  instrumental  in  producing,  upon  the 
oold  charitaes  of  an  unfeeling  worid.  It  was 
to  prevent  the  vivid  and  heart-rending  picture 
Soman  ingratitude,  which,  though  the  in- 
ventioa  of  modem  days,  has  so  long  interested 
the  wcvld,  from  being  only  deecripitive  of  real 
lUb  in  the  streets  oi  uis  proud  capital. 

Hr.  Y,  B.  Mdd  he  would  aj  nothing  as  to 
tfie  amount  Full  justice  had  already  been 
done  to  that  sotjeot  The  general  oMeot  was 
to  make  up,  in  part,  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
(^oers,  out  of  the  profits  made  by  the  Oovem- 
ment,  by  the  successful  result  of  its  compromise 
with  them.  Let  us,  therefore^  si^d  he,  pass  the 
hiU  upon  yonr  table.  Let  this  body  have  the 
eredit  of  ori^nating  it  Let  no  narrow  or 
weak  views  impede  our  course.  Ko  matter 
where  these  honorable  and  patriotic  men  are 
from ;  whether  from  the  Kortii  or  the  South, 
the  East  or  the  West ;  whether  from  the  old 
States  or  the  new.  In  every  State  where  the 
Uesslius  of  a  free  GoTemment  are  ei^OTed, 
dure  tncT'  had  a  name,  if  not  a  local  uoita' 
ttnt,  diat  oould  not  ftU  to  work  Its  way  to  the 
beartsof  th^  Allow  (ritlMns.  It  vas  true,  he 
said,  that  by  the  list  submitted,  it  did  not 
appear  that  any  of  the  officers  resided  in  seven 
of  the  new  States,  utd  he  was  not  sorry  for  it 
he  were  not  deceived  in  the  character  as 
well  at  lih9  paopU  ot  those  States^  as  of  thdr 


[•luautr,  MM. 

representatives  on  that  floor,  they  would 
joico  that  an  opportunity  was  thus  presented 
to  evince  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Uie 
revolution,  and  their  gratitude  for  the  services 
of  those  who  fought  our  battles  in  that  day, 
without  even  a  suspicion  of  a  eelfish  or  local 
object  This  will  be  the  more  gratifying  to 
them,  because  it  was  not  their  good  fortune,  as 
States,  to  be  in  a  situation  to  toke  part  in  tliat 
great  druggie,  out  of  which  grew  this  mighty 
conpirei  and  aH  the  blesdngs  ot  dvil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  that  we  now  so  pre-enriiwntlj 
e^oy.  He  had  not  a  doubt  tiiat  all  that  re- 
mained far  them  to  do,  they  would  do  welL 
If  evidence  of  the  fact  were  wanting,  he  had 
only  to  allude  to  the  small  but  patriotic  State 
of  nUnois,  which  alwe  had  mstnicted  her 
representatives  on  that  floor,  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration,  in  a  ^irit  reflecting  upon 
herself  the  highest  credit  affording  the 
most  flattering  presage  at  her  ftatnre  greatness. 

Ifr.  V.  B.  B^d  that  he  was  distressed  by  the 
consciousness  that  he  hod  already  trespassed 
too  much  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. In  any  other  case  he  would  have  con- 
sidered it  reprehenrible  to  have  done  ao.  He 
would  therefore  (although  there  were  yet 
many  considerations  which  he  intended  to 
have  urged)  draw  his  observations  to  a  dose. 
There  was,  however,  one  point  upon  whidi  he 
felt  too  much  solioitude  to  suffer  it  to  pass  un- 
noticed. If  by  any  one  he  had  been  under- 
stood as  outing  aught  of  censure  or  reproach 
upon  the  old  Oongress,  he  desired  to  correct  so 
erroneous  an  impression.  He  could  not  indeed 
have  done  so  consistentiy  with  his  own  long- 
cherished  opinions.  On  the  contrsry,  he  did  not 
believe  that  tiie  world  ever  witnewed,  or  ever 
ag^  will  witness  a  body  of  men  more  patriotic 
or  enlightened.  He  would  not  believe  that  it 
was  in  their  nature  to  be  indifferent  to  the  just 
clsims  of  the  BevolutionaiT  army.  The  ques- 
tion with  them  was  not  what  mej  wonld,  bat 
what  they  could  do.  The  embarrassments 
under  which  tt^  had  labored  tram  want  of 
power,  and  the  oaokwardness  the  States^ 
who  themselves  were  stranding  agunst  the 
exhausting  efi^ets  of  a  cruel,  blfxvdy,  and  pro- 
tracted war,  were  known  to  all.  As  littie  did 
he  wish  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  counsels  ct 
the  nation.  Every  thins  could  not  be  done  at 
once.  Uuch  had  been  done  under  the  present 
constitution,  to  satisfy  the  dsims  of  justice,  and 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  republic  It  is 
our  good  fortnne  that  something  still  remains 
for  us  to  do.  Fear  not,  that  in  doing  it,  yon 
win  go  beyond  the  wishes  of  your  constituents 
—your  feelings  kg  behind  them.  Speaking 
fw  his  immediate  eonstitooits — and  he  had 
not  the  presumption  to  somKMe  that  tb^  were 
more  just  or  pnblic-spiritea  than  their  neigh- 
bors— ^for  them  he  could  say,  with  oonfldencei 
that  having  some  share  in  the  national  funds, 
and  contributing  no  inconsiderable  part  of  their 
amount  ^^^y  would  willing  pour  them  oirt, 
like  water,  in  a  cause  ao  rifl^tcons.  Vitlt 
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them,  a  mUIion  more  or  less  of  pablio  debt, 
compared  with  the  preserration  of  the  publio 
bitb,  would  be  as  nothing.  He  gloried  m  the 
oonsoioaaness  that  he  was  the  representative 
of  a  peo^e  inflnenoed  br  such  elevated  senti- 
ments.  Srer;'  da;,  said  he,  makes  the  remnant 
of  this  band  of  worthies  more  dear  to  the 
American  people.  When  that  period  arrives— 
vbxoh  a  nujwitj^  d  the  Senate  mvr  aq>eot  to 
lee — when  the  last  of  the  offloera  of  Uie  Bevo- 
laticHury  army  shall  be  called  from  time  to 
eternity,  it  wUl  be  the  canse  oi  keen  r^ret 
and  self  reproach,  it,  upon  a  review  of  the  past, 
It  shall  appear  that  any  thing  was  omitted  that 
ooght  to  have  been  done  to  smooth  their  pas- 
aage  to  the  tomb. 

One  word  more,  and  he  had  done.  The 
Senator  from  Muae.  (Mr.  Ohakdlbb,)  who, 
althooKh  he  had  lost  his  fa&er  ia  the  sbnggle, 
had  feu  it  to  be  his  duty  ^and  there  was  no 
man,  he  believed,  who  more  implicitly  followed 
hifl  sense  of  doty)  to  oppose  the  bill,  had,  with 
his  charaoteristio  shrewdness  and  pertinency, 
aaked— ^  Goieral  Washingtmi,  wulat  at  the 
head  of  OoTemmenti  evw  reoranmend  this  to 
tiwnotioe  of  OongreMl  The  wcnthy  Sooator 
well  knew  what  the  answer  must  be,  and  the 
train  <^  reflections  it  would  give  rise  to.  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not — bnt  why?  Before 
and  after  the  war,  he  spared  do  pains  to  make 
(he  States  sensible  of  what  was  due  to  the 
ofBoers  on  this  very  point.  His  letters  have 
been  read.  He  n^ed  them  by  all  the  oon- 
dderattons  that  belonged  to  the  sa^ect,  to  act 
ttBlciently  for  their  relief.  He  failed.  After 
he  came  into  the  Government,  the  officers 
themselves  evinced  no  disposition  to  revive  their 
claims,  and  it  certainly  would  not  have  become 
him  to  be  the  first  to  bring  them  forward.  It 
is  not  difficnlt  to  conceive  why  the  officers 
were^  at  that  day,  wiUingto  avoid  all  applioap 
tkHuforpeconiaryatd.  New  prospects  opened 
— 4hey  wwe  probably  not  exempt  from  those 
ftdii^  of  ambition  and  hope  of  preferment, 
which  actuate  mankind.  They  have  out-lived 
them,  and  they  humbly  ask  for  justice.  But, 
air,  what  was  the  language  of  the  Father  of 
his  Oountry,  when  the  subject  was  an  open 
one?  In  bis  circular  of  June,  1783,  to  the 
Govemora  of  the  States,  he  said : — "  The  pro- 
Tidon  of  half  pay  for  ILFe,  as  promised  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  was  a  reasonable  corn- 
pensiUion  offered  at  a  time  when  Congress  had 
nothing  else  to  give  to  the  officers  for  services 
then  to  be  performed ;  it  was  the  prioe  of  their 
^bod  and  yonr  ind^mdmot,  and  as  a  debt  of 
honor,  it  can  never  be  caooelled  vntil  it  be 
f^ly  dlaoharged." 

Oae^qnestioD,  said  ICr.  V.  B.,  and  I  have 
done.   Etas  it  been  fidrly  discharged  ! 

Kr.  Pabub  was  disposed,  be  sfdd,  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  with  the  understanding 
that  he  shoold  have  an  opportunity  to  renew 
it.  While  up,  he  would  remark  that  it  was 
true  that  the  soldiers  had,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  paid;  bat  there  are  many  who  have  not 


been  paid,  and  who  never  will  be  paid,  unleM 
they  are  piud  now,  side  by  side  with  their  offi- 
cers. It  is  the  officers  alone  who  have  kept 
the  olmms  of  the  soldiers  alive.  The  soldiers 
cannot  meet  in  conventions,  issue  circulars, 
frame  memorials,  and  get  up  all  the  necessary 
machinery  for  acting  on  the  public  sympathy. 
If  they  do  not  succeed  with  the  officers,  tboir 
ol^nu  are  lost.  Be  withdrew  his  motim,  but 
should  renew  it  when  the  qoestim  had  berak 
taken  on  the  bill  as  repwted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  filHne  the 
blank  with  $1,100,000. 

Ur.  BuoGLEB  could  not  vote,  he  said,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  that  sum  merely  for  the  officers* 
He  thought,  also,  that  those  officers  who,  on 
the  first  alarm  of  war,  left  the  plough  for  the 
ranks,  were  as  well  entitled  to  remuneration  aa 
the  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Kr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was,  he  sud,  one  of 
those  officers  who  entered  the  Army  at  an  early 
period,  and  resigned  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had,  uierefore,  no  claim,  and  never 
had  advuwed  any.  None  who  left  the  Axmj 
before  the  dose  of  the  war  can  have  any  daim. 
In  the  year  1778,  General  Washington  address- 
ed Congress  on  the  state  <tf  the  Army,  which 
was  near  dissolution.  In  1779,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers resigned ;  and  to  prevent  more  from  ro* 
signing,  the  act  of  1780  was  passed.  No  one, 
then,  who  resigned  before  the  close  of  the  war, 
can  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  from  the  provi- 
sions of  tiiat  act. 


Tdesdat,  Jannary  29. 

^ninnff  Qffieen  of  th$  Setclutitm. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several  surviv- 
ine  Officers  of  the  BevcdiitionaiT'  Anny,  waa 

ta£eo  up. 

The  question  being  on  filling  the  blank  in  the 
bill  with  1,100,000  &Uars— 

Ur.  Shite,  of  South  Carolina,  sidd :  He  waa 
opposed  not  only  to  filling  the  blank,  but  was 
opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  any 
ciroamstanoes,  and  would  ask  the  indulgence 
the  Senate  while  he  offered  some  of  the  rcasona 
upon  which  he  grounded  that  oppoedtion.  Al- 
though he  was  far  from  entertaining  any  un- 
grateful feelings  towards  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revcdutionary  army,  yet  he  cotud  never 
yield  his  assent  to  the  assertion  that  they  held 
exclusive  claim^  either  upon  the  justice  or 
gratitude  chT  this  Government 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  Qb.  WocniBtiBT)  which  r^rarted 
thia  Inll,  tiuit  there  were  only  880  mrviving 
offioera  to  provide  fiv.  To  latisQr  the  daima 
of  tiieee  survivors,  it  was  neeeseary  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  |1,100,000.  At  the  dose 
of  the  war,  the  whole  number  of  ofiSoers  then 
surviving,  entitied  tohalf  pay,  were 3,480 ;  deduct 
from  that  number  880,  will  leave  8,260 ;  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  mortality,  it  is  fair  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  average  deaths  would  allow  a 
CAlonlatku  of  1,185  entitied  to  full  pay,  in  e^ual 
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degree  to  the  sarriving  ofGcers,  now  Bought  to 
be  provided  for.  This  would  require  aa  addi- 
tional sum  of  $6,880,484^  whicbf  with  tiie  $1^- 
100,000,  asked  for  the  inrriToifl,  would  make 
an  aggl^egate  of  $6,460,484.  If  «ther  justice 
or  gratitude  require  the  Senate  to  make  provis- 
ion for  the  surviving  oflSoers,  the  same  measure 
of  justice  and  of  gratitude,  require  provision 
to  be  made  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
deceased  officers,  whose  rights  were  as  well 
founded,  and  whose  ri^ts  were  as  perfect,  up 
to  the  time  of  their  respective  deatfu^  as  that 
of  the  survivors.  • 
Hr.  S.  said  he  had  yet  to  learn  by  what'  rule 
of  law,  or  by  what  rule  of  gratitude,  this  dis- 
cimination  could  be  made.  It  was  a  settled 
principle  of  municipal  law,  of  almost  the  whole 
civilized  world,  founded  in  nature  itself^  and 
folly  recognized  by  every  State  in  this  Union, 
to  its  fullest  extent,  that  m  all  cases  after  death, 
the  relations  of  the  deceased,  whether  his  widow 
or  his  children,  his  father  or  lus  mother,  his 
IvQthers  or  hb  risters,  or  relations  io  any  other 
degree,  were  by  inheritance  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  his  estate,  in  whatsoever  it  might 
oonrist;  whether  in  lands,  goods,  moneys,  or 
debts  doe,  either  from  private  individuals  or 
ftum  Governments.  If^  therefore,  this  be  a 
debt  of  obligation,  founded  on  contract,  to  the 
snrvivors,  it  is  equally  a  debt  of  obligation, 
fonnded  on  contract,  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  deceased  officers.  And  it  would 
be  a  perver^on  of  one  of  the  soundest  maxims 
of  law,  to  suppose  that  the  death  of  a  creditor 
cancels  the  debt,  or  lessens  the  obUgations  of 
the  debtor. 

Ifr.  President,  we  have  heard  it  stated,  dur- 
ing this  debate,  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
BuaoLBS,)  that  a  rcToIutionary  officer  of  dis- 
tingaished  merit,  died  in  his  neighborhood  but 
a  few  we^  ago,  and  left  a  family  of  twenty 
children,  two  of  them  twin  girls  only  four  years 
old.  Are  we,  Mr.  S.  aske(^  to  close  our  eyes 
upon  the  claims  of  these  tender  and  helpless  in- 
fants, because  their  father  has  been  taken  from 
them  by  the  hand  of  death  f  who,  hod  he  sur- 
vived but  a  f^w  weeks  longer,  would  have 
shared  in  the  bounty  of  the  Government  asked 
for  in  tliis  bill.  Are  we  to  forget  the  dead, 
however  meritorious  thdr  claims,  claims  found- 
ed on  tiie  very  same  law,  governed  by  the  same 
roles  of  oonslTOction,  «nd  enhanced  by  the  pit- 
eons  condition  cf  the  oljeets  to  whom  it  must 
'be  equally  due,  if  doe  to  any,  merely  because 
we  behold  the  living  presenting  themselves 
personally  before  us  ?  This  would  be  an  ex- 
nibition  of  feeling  but  little  to  the  oredit  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  I 

Congress  had  in  1781,  almost  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  promised  by  a  resolution,  half  pay  for 
life  to  all  such  officers  aa  should  remain  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war.  This  was  consid- 
ered an  odious  distinction,  and  became  exces- 
sively unpopular.  It  did  not  suit  the  genius  of 
tliis  country,  and  was  oroosed  to  the  principles 
of  tiiat  liberty  tor  which  we  were  wea  stnig- , 


gliag,  and  was  one  of  the  features  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  which  produced  the  contest. 
These  officers  viewed  it  in  that  light  them- 
selves, and  wished  to  get  rid  of  it;  and  in  De^ 
cember,  17^  sfter  the  preliminary  artides  of 
peace  luid  been  ngned,  voluntarily  stated,  in  m 
petition  to  Congress,  their  belief  of  its  odiow 
character,  and  said  in  that  petition,  We  ar6 
wiUihg  to  commote  the  half  pay  pledged,  tot 
full  pa^  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  for 
&  ceitam  sum  in  gross,  as  shall  t>e  agreed  to  by 
a  committee  sent  with  this  address.'* 

These  are  tbeir  own  words,  and  Uieir  own 
committee,  sent  with  that  address,  consisted  of 
Mf^jor  Gen.  H.  Enoz;  Brig.  Gen.  Patterson,  CoL 
Crane,  Col.  Maxwdl,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Hunting- 
ton, CoL  TiVebb,  Col.  Huntington,  CoL  Cort- 
land, Col.  Cummings,  Hfjj.  Scott,  Wm.  Eustis, 
Hospital  Surgeon,  Brig.  Gen.  Hazen.  Officers 
of  hif^  standing,  selected  and  dqittted  ftom 
among  themselves,  with  foU  powos  to  mafc* 
the  arrangemmt  with  Conrress^  what  omnmo- 
tati<m  should  be  given  for  uie  half  pay.  .And 
amoig  the  members  of  Congress  appointed  on 
the  conunittee  to  make  this  arrangement  with 
the  committee  of  officers,  was  Gen.  Alexander 
Hamilton,  who  had  gone  through  the  whole 
war  himself,  knew  the  relative  claims  of  these 
officers,  and  whom  he  was  one,  and  who  was 
OS  just  as  he  was  generoos,  and  aa  generous  as 
he  was  brave ;  which  was  really  surrendering 
almost  the  whole  matter  into  their  own  hands 
to  settle,  and  it  was  settled  to  be  equal  to  fire 
yearti*  full  pay,  and  no  more.  And  when  set- 
tled at  that,  it  was  not  made  ccnnpulsoiy  by  th« 
resolation  of  Congress,  but  left  optional  to  ae* 
cent  the  five  years*  fuU  pay  or  hold  on  to  the 
half  pay  for  Ufa.  Ten  States,  New  Hampshir«v 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Bhode  Island,  New 
York,  New  Jerseyj  Fenn^lvania,  DelawarCL 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  acceptedit  by  lines,  and 
notamnrmur  was  heard  for  twenty-seven  years 
afterwards,  when,  for  the  first  time,  they  brought 
it  up.  And  at  the  distance  of  forty-four  years  the 
Senate  are  told  the  cmnmutation  was  nnjnst^ 
arbitrarily  settled  at  the  discretion  of  Congresa^ 
and  forccMl  upon  those  officers  without  any  al- 
ternative, to  take  that  or  nothing;  and  that 
they  come  now  to  ask  justice,  and  demand  a 
fhlfilment  of  the  compact  And  gentkmen 
affirm  that  upon  prindples  law  and  equity, 
it  is  ft  contract  not  yet  fiilfilled,  and  which  in  a 
court  of  justice  ue  GovenrnwDt  vonM.  b« 
bound  to  nilfil. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  brought  np  at  the 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  hut  he  understood  the  law  of 
contracts  bettor  than  diat.  To  render  a  con- 
tract binding  on  both  parties,  nothing  was 
cessary,  but  that  the  parties  were  capable  to 
contract,  were  willing  to  contract,  and  actually 
did  contract.  And  H  capable  and  willing  to 
do  so,  they  conld  make,  and  could  change  that 
contract  as  often,  and  into  as  many  forms  as 
they  pleased.  It  required  no  lawyer  to  knoir 
this.  It  was  evwy  day's  practice,  with  eivtj 
man  in  the  Government.  Bat  we  have  a  lash* 
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ion  of  paying  GoTemment  contracts  as  often  as 
they  are  asked  for.  What  was  the  contract  ? 
First,  that  the  officers  who  shonld  remain  in 
the  Army  to  the  cooclosion  of  the  war,  should 
be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  Ufe.  Who  asked 
to  change  it  t  The  officers  themselves.  When 
it  was  changed,  to  whom  was  it  submitted  for 
acceptance  1  To  the  officers  themselves.  Who 
did  accept  it  in  the  very  form  in  which  Con- 
gress had  placed  it ;  to  be  paid  in  secnrities,  or 
interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  instead  of 
the  half  pay  promised  for  life  i  After  they  had 
done  ao,  it  would  be  sporting  wi&  the  rights 
of  tfi6  Govemment,  to  say  the  contract  had  not 
been  fulfilled  on  her  part  If  the  Oovcoiunent 
baa  any  lights,  it  has  Ibe  same  rights  of  indi- 
Tiduals,  governed  by  the  same  rules,  and  enti- 
tled to  the  some  privileges.  And  it  would  be 
idle  to  say,  when  the  Govemment  had  done  no 
more  than  to  meet  the  very  wishes  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  gave  them  what  they  a^ed  for,  that 
the  contract  was  not  fulfilled,  because  the  ope- 
rations of  the  change  hod  not  proved  as  pros- 
perous as  some  of  them  had  wished. 

Mr.  President,  our  gratitude  has  been  invoked 
on  this  occasion.   The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 

glr.  H.,)  has  read  various  letters,  written  by 
en.  Washington  to  Congress,  stating  the  dis- 
content  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  the  hard- 
ships %lier  eodored,  and  otmcludea  by  spying, 
they  would  have  quit  the  Army,  had  not  Con- 
gress promised  them  the  half  pay ;  and  asserts, 
it  is  to  those  officers  that  we  ^e  indebted  for  our 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  as  well  as  fur  our  in- 
dependence as  a  naUon,  and  the  freedom  of  de- 
b^  we  now  exercise  in  this  Senate.  Mr.  S. 
said,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wish  to  detract 
from  the  military  merits  of  those  officers ;  and 
much  less  would  he  liave  supposed  they  were 
actuated  by  the  hope  of  pecuniary  reward,  to 
continue  in  the  Army,  Iiad  not  the  gentleman 
himself  affirmed,  it  was  the  promise  of  the  half 

Eay  which  kept  them  there.  He  was  willing, 
imself,  to  ascribe  to  them  better  moUves  for 
remaining  in  the  Army,  than  the  hope  <^  pe- 
cuniary reward.  lie  was  willing  to  believe  it 
was  patriotism  that  kept  them  in  the  Army. 
All  your  gallant  men  prefer  the  thick  ttf  battle, 
and  seek  death  itself,  as  the  highest  reward  of 
the  brave.  And  can  it  be  a  motive  to  an  Amer- 
ican Senate,  to  pay  those  officers  a  second  time 
because  they  would  have  left  the  Army  in  the 
time  of  its  greatest  peril,  but  for  the  promise  of 
half  pay  ? 

Ur.  President,  it  is  an  error  that  is  gt^ning 
gronnd  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from  tlie 
period  of  the  revolution,  that  the  independence 
of  this  Government  was  achieved  solely  by  the 
regular  army.  It  is  an  error  that  has  been 
promoted  by  the  Tery  officers  tliemselves,  and  to 
which  gentlemen  verr  naturally  snbscribe  who 
witnessed  no  part  of  those  times  which  tried 
men's  sonls.  That  war  was  a  war  withont  a 
paralleL  It  was  forced  upon  the  people  of  this 
eonntry  when  th^  bad  neither  money,  arms, 
nor  experience :  and  not  more  than  three  mil- 


lions  and  a  half  of  a  population.  In  this  sito*' 

tion  they  hod  to  meet  a  brave  and  experienced 
enemy,  with  a  veteran  army,  and  experienced 
and  gsulant  officers  at  its  head.  The  most  de- 
termmed  doubted ;  but  there  appeared  to  be 
no  alternative,  and  a  general  enthusiasm  per- 
vaded the  whole  community,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions; and  all  who  valued  freedom  were 
eager  for  battle,  in  defence  of  their  homes  and 
their  firesides,  and  death  or  liberty  was  the  uni- 
-versal  motto.  It  was  this  proud  eminence  as- 
snmed  by  the  American  people,  that  gave  them 
liberty,  independence,  and  ireedmn  of  debate : 
not  the  sordid  mercenary  hopes  of  pecuniary 
reward. 

But,  said  iCr.  S.,  it  has  neariy  oome  to  this, 
since  time  has  thrown  a  veil  over  those  scenes 
and  achievements  that  ought  to  characterize 
that  war,  that  we  are  tan^t  to  believe  that, 
during  that  war,  every  thin^  was  quiescent,  and 
ererybodpr  happy  at  home  in  the  ei^oyment  of 
their  funuies  and  fortunes,  except  uie  regular 
army ;  and  that  there  was  but  little  praise  due 
to  any  but  the  officers.  The  argnments  seem 
to  go  upon  the  ground  that  this  is  the  correct 
history  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  this  opinion,  know  but  little  of 
that  war,  as  it  was  carried  on  in  the  three 
southern  States  of  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia. 

TAm  ch«rman  (Mr,  W.)  haa  told  ns,  these 
officers  broke  np  tbeir  connections  in  life, 'and 
left  their  families  and  their  homes  to  serve  their 
country.  And  so  devoted  was  one  of  them 
that  he  left  his  dead  father  nnburied,  to  enter 
the  Army,  This,  all  will  admit,  was  patriotic 
But  what  does  this  weigh  when  compared  with 
the  bloody  scenes  that  spread  horror  and  deso- 
lation throughout  the  two  Carolines  and  Geoi^ia, 
during  the  years  1779,  1780,  and  17S1 ;  a  good 
part  m  which  time  you  had  no  regular  army 
there.  Whilst  the  British  Army  were  there 
rava^ngtiie  country  wherever  they  went;  not 
a  horse  in  the  country  upon  which  they  could 
1^  their  hand^  that  they  did  not  take,  to  re- 
pair the  waste  in  their  own  eavaliT,  or  for  the 
use  of  their  baggage  wagons.  All  the  cattle, 
bo^  ^eep,  flour,  wheat,  com,  and  every  de- 
scnption  of  forage,  fell  a  prey  to  their  rapadlr. 
And  what  was  not  consumed,  was  wantonly 
burned  and  destroyed.  The  tories,  following 
in  their  triUn,  burning  dwelling  houses,  out 
buildings,  and  fences,  and  laying  waste  with 
fire  ana  sword,  all  that  came  in  their  way. 
Plundering  the  defenceless  women  and  children 
of  any  Uttle  remains  of  provisions  that  the 
Army  might  have  left,  and  stripping  them  of 
ttieir  wearing  appareL  and  the  very  bed  clothes 
that  -covered  inem  by  night  Mothers  and 
daughters  who  haH  seen  better  times,  labored 
in  Uie  field  to  inoonre  a  acan^  sabmstence ; 
whilst  the  &therB  and  brothers  were  harasring 
the  enen^,  and  fighting  the  battles  ot  their 
country.  Sot  in  ^e  regular  army,  but  in  vol- 
unteer and  self-created  bodies ;  self-trained,  and 
moonted  w  thdr  own  horses,  and  armed  with 
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thdr.own  rifles,  and  otiier  anaa,  audi  as  they 
could  procure ;  all  at  their  ovn  expense,  vitb- 
ont  the  aid,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  They  annoyed  the  enemy 
by  hanging  on  their  borders,  killing  their  light 
troma,  cutting  off  tiieir  foraging  parties,  shoot- 
ing their  sentries  at  their  posts,  and  destroying 
and  dispersing  the  tory  parties  wheresoever 
they  assembled.  No  friend  of  his  country  could 
remain  at  home  in  safety.  Kany  who  ventured 
there  for  a  moment,  were  dragged  from  the  bo-" 
soms  of  their  families,  and  butchered  at  their 
own  doors.  Others  who  were  taken  in  arms, 
were  treated  as  rebels,  and  hang  upon  the 
limbs  of  trees,  on  the  road  ^des.  These  scenes 
became  so  famiUu',  that  the  spilling  of  haman 
Uood  lost  the  most  of  its  horrors. 

While  this  nndiaciplined  warfare  was  carried 
on  by  the  eommnaity  at  large,  by  a  spirit  of 
patriotism  mirivalled,  Generu  Bnmter,  with  no 
other  aathori^  than  a  commis8i<»i  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  for  the  Le^slative  body 
was  dispersed  by  the  enemy,  drew  to  his  stand- 
ard a  respecteble  number  of  volunteer  militia, 
who  displayed  as  much  bravery,  and  fought  to 
as  much  purpose,  as  any  continental  troops  be- 
longing to  the  regular  army.  Hey  aistiu- 
guisb^  themselves,  and  were  victorions  in  al- 
most every  battle  they  fought.  Their  leader 
was  as.  gallant  a  aoldia  as  ever  drew  a  sword, 
witli  flU  the  qualities  of  a  cool,  circnmspeot 
general.  His  successflil  c^MratiiHis  were  more 
confined  to  the  middle  and  soatiiem  parts  of 
the  State. 

General  Harion,  who  acted  under  a  similar 
oommission,  only  from  the  Governor,  confined 
himself  more  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State — 
■whose  partisan  corps  were  entirely  volunteers, 
also.  Mr.  S.  s^d  tnat  he  might  be  more  accu- 
rate as  related  to  his  operations,  he  would  read 
it  from  Ramsay's  History  of  the  United  States. 
Speaking  of  the  promotion  and  success  of  Gen- 
eral Sumter  he  says :  *'  About  the  same  time 
Marion  was  promoted  to  the  same  rank,  who 
in  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  State, 
prosecuted  a  rimilar  i^an.  Unfbmished  with 
tiie  means  aC  defence^  he  was  obliged  to  take 
possession  of  the  saws  of  the  aaw-miUs,  and 
to  convert  them  into  horseman's  swords.  So 
mnch  was  he  distressed  for  ammuniUon,  that  he 
has  engaged,  when  he  had  not  three  rounds  for 
each  man  of  his  party.  Various  schemes 
were  tried  to  detach  the  inhabitants  from  co- 
operating with  him.  Major  Wemys  homed 
scores  of  houses  on  Pedee,  Linch's  Creek,  and 
Black  Biver,  belonging  to  such  as  were  sup- 
posed to  do  duty  with  Marion,  or  to  be  subser- 
vient to  his  views.  Having  no  houses  to  shel- 
ter them,  the  camps  of  their  country  became 
their  homes.  For  many  months,  M^on  and 
his  party  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  open  air, 
and  to  shelter  thMnselvw  in  de«p  swamps. 
From  these  retreats  they  sallied  oot  whenever 
an  opportnni^  of  harassing  the  enemy,  or  of 
serving  their  country,  presented  itself." 

Uarion  was  a  man  of  large  fortune,  and  lived 


[JaiivAn,  IBM. 

at  his  ease.  He  abandoned  it  aD,  made  tho 
morasses  his  dweUIng  plaee,  and  his  rations 
were  {)arcbed  com  and  potatoes,  when  be  eotild 

get  them.  He  may  justly  be  called  the  Leoni- 
das  of  the  South.  He  never  was  defeated,  nor 
could  the  strongest  threats,  or  Uie  most  flatter- 
ing promises  from  the  enemy,  induce  him  for 
one  moment  to  forsake  the  cause  of  his  cotm- 
try.    Sumter  and  Marion  could  have  had  any 

Sromotions  they  would  have  asked  for  in  the 
iritish  Army,  if  they  would  have  accepted  it. 
Or  if  they  would  have  laid  down  their  arms, 
even  at  the  most  gloomy  moment  of  that  per- 
ilous time,  they  could  have  been  protected  in 
their  persons  and  fortunes  by  that  anoy.  Bnt 
they  were  inspired  witli  other  ecaindttationi^ 
of  a  higher  charactra'.  They  were  iupired  hf 
a  patriotism  and  love  of  country  that  nercr 
tired,  and  taught  them  to  look  n^n  pecnniuy 
rewards  as  tr^ ;  not  to  be  put  in  competitkm 
with  a  soldier's  honor,  nor  with  a  patriot's  love 
of  liberty.  Their  troops,  composed  as  tfa^ 
were,  entirely  of  volnnteer  militia,  from  the 
mass  of  citizens,  were  equally  inspired  by  the 
same  motives.  There  never  was  a  regular  army 
belonging  to  the  Government,  from  the  b^in- 
ning  to  ute  end  of  the  revolationary  wu*,  Uiat 
endured  such  hardships,  who  fought  more  or 
more  successful  battles,  or  rendered  more  es- 
sential service.  These  men  never  reoNved  a 
fiirthing  from  the  General  Govenmentj  neither 
for  theur  services  .nor  tbeir  arms,  which  they 
furnished  for  themselves  for  the  most  part. 
Nor  has  a  single  man  among  them,  however 
hacked  or  cut  to  pieoea,  ever  been  placed  upon 
your  Pension  Boll 

Many  of  the  first  citizens  of  South  Can^na 
were  seized,  incarcerated  in  prison  ships,  and 
sent  to  St.  Augustine,  and  other  unwholesome 
climes,  to  Bul^ne  then*  patriotism;  many  d 
whom  perished.  Col.  Laurens,  the  elder,  was 
sent  to  England  and  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
to  subdue  his  own  patriotism,  and  strike  terror 
in  others.  These  tortures  were  endured  by 
men  who  lived  in  the  lap  of  ease  and  fortune, 
all  of  which  was  abandoned  to  the  reckless 
ravages  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  they  would 
abandon  the  cause  of  that  indroendenoe  in 
which  they  hod  embarked.  Was  there  any  offi- 
cer in  the  Continental  Army  who  suffered  such 
hardships,  and  made  such  sacrifices  for  the 
cause  of  freedom  ?  Who  is  there  who  would 
not  rather  rash  upon  the  spear  of  his  enemy, 
and  hazard  his  life  in  battle,  than  be  confined 
in  the  hold  of  a  prison  ship,  in  an  unwhole* 
some  clime  1  At  tne  same  time  these  scenes  ttf 
horror  and  discomfort  were  going  on  in  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  North  Can^ina  iren 
also  engaged  in  those  of  a  simUar  character, 
except  that  the  British  Army  remained  prind- 
pally  in  South  Carolina.  The  three  States 
were  destitute  for  a  long  time  of  even  the  sem- 
blance of  a  regular  army.  It  waa  the  gallantry 
and  patriotism  of  the  farmers  ot  Nrath  Car»> 
Una,  who  quit  their  ploughs,  and  embodied  un- 
der OoL  Caswell,  a  miliOa  ofltoer,  that  totally 
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defeated  and  dispersed  a  large  body  of  Scotch 
toriea,  that  had  ooUeoted  to  the  royal  standard^ 
on  0^  Fear  Birer,  in  1776*  and  gave  a^hock 
to  the  iann&dMB  tarf  par^  in  that  quarter, 
Cran  which  it  never  recovered.  This  was  ef- 
fected by  their  own  means,  without  the  aid  of 
a  OiMitin«itaI  officer  or  soldier,  or  so  much  as 
a  irt»re  f nmidied  by  the  General  Government. 
For  which  tliey  never  reemved,  nor  did  tibey 
even  ask^  a  farthing. 

These  aohievemeDts  were  followed  up  by  the 
battie  of  King's  Uoontiun,  in  the  autumn  of 
1780,  under  CoL  Oanrobell,  of  Virginia,  Col. 
Cleveland,  and  Ool.  Shelby,  and  others  of  North 
CaroUna,  Col.  Lacey,  Col  HUL  and  others  of 
South  CaroUna,  who  assembled  the  volunteer 
imlitia  of  their  n^hborhood^  to  stay  the  high- 
handed career  of  t£e  ^my ;  and  the  historian 
aaya,  ^  They  had  eo  litde  of  the  medianism  of 
the  regular  army,  that  the  Coloneb,  by  com- 
mon  conaentj  commanded  each  day  alternately. 
The  hardships  these  volunteers  underwent 
were  very  great.  They  subsisted  for  weeks 
together  without  tasting  bread  or  salt,  or  splr- 
ituoos  liquors,  and  slept  in  the  woods  without 
blankets.  The  running  stream  quenched  their 
thirst  At  night  the  earth  afforded  them  a  bed, 
and  ^e  heavens,  or  the  limbs  of  trees,  were 
their  covering.  Ears  of  corn,  or  pompions 
thrown  into  the  fire,  with  occasional  supplies 
of  beef  or  venison,  killed  in  the  woods,  were 
the  chief  articles  of  their  provisions.*' 

Under  all  those  disadvantages,  these  volunteer 
officers  and  utixena,  without  a  moment's  train- 
ing, met  a  veteran  ofiBcer  <^  great  experience, 
and  as  brave  a  partisan  officer  as  any  in  the 
British  array,  on  ground  chosen  for  the  occft* 
iHon  by  himself;  and  with  a  very  small  loss  on 
their  part,  killed  and  wounded  225,  among  them 
CoL  Ferguson,  their  commander ;  and  took  800 
priiK>nera,  with  all  their  arras,  ammunition,  and 
Damage.  The  annals  of  the  whole  revolution* 
ary  war  do  not  afford  a  more  brilliant  achieve- 
ment, or  one  effected  with  more  cool  and  delib- 
erate bravery,  by  any  portion  of  the  r^folar  army. 

It  were  these  resistances  and  these  sucoesaes 
that  gave  the  first  cheek  to  the  British  arms. 
It  destroyed  tii^r  hopes  of  submission;  and 
fffored  that  freonen,  without  tr^iUng  and 
without  difloii^ine,  wore  too  brave  to  be  om- 
qnered. 

Those  men  and  officers  did  not  fi^t  your 
tMttles  for  money.  They  never  cost  your  Gov- 
wnment  a  single  cent.  They  furnished  their 
own  rifles,  with  which  they  principally  fought. 
They  furnished  their  own  clothes,  and  their 
own  horses ;  and  their  slender  and  humble  ra- 
tions they  picked  up  where  they  could  find 
them ;  and,  like  the  other  citizens  who  fought 
our  battles,  without  the  aid  of  Government,  if 
any  were  wounded  or  disabled,  the  Govern- 
ment has  pontively  refused  to  place  them  on 
the  Pennon  B<^  but  has  left  them  to  beg  their 
bread,  or  starve,  if  they  could  find  no  rellet 
And  yet  w«  are  oauSAmUj  told  by  oentlemMi, 
la  tbii  debate^  that  we  owe  onr  ind^endaiiea 
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as  a  naticHi,  and  the  freedom  of  debate  which 
we  eq)oy  In.  this  Senate,  exclusively  to  the  offi- 
cers m  the  Bevolnti<»ury  army.  Gentlemen 
who  assert  this  Ihot,  have  never  known  by 
what  means  the  revcdutionary  war  was  carried 
on  in  the  Carolines  and  Geonpa;  otherwise, 
they  must  have  forgotten  it.  If  they  had  not, 
they  could  not  say  that  freemen,  whose  blood 
had  straamed  in  torrents  in  the  prosecution  of 
that  war;  whose  valor  in  battle  had  been  un- 
rivalled ;  who  had  sacrificed  their  fortunes,  and 
abandoned  their  families  and  their  homes,  and 
everj  private  comfort  for  its  support,  owed 
their  independence,  and  freedom  of  debate  in 
this  Senate,  to  the  prowess  of  any  other  arm 
but  their  own. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  it  had  been  affirmed 
that  the  regular  Army  had  defended  the  South- 
em  States.  SoDie  portions  of  the  regular  army 
had  been  there,  it  was  true,  bat  had  rendmd 
no  sort  of  service,  whatever,  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Greene,  in  1781. 

When  the  British  made  an  attack  on  Fort 
Mooltriej  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776,  before  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  with  a  view  of 
reducing  Charleston,  General  Lee,  a  Continental 
officer,  next  in  command  to  General  Washing- 
ton himself  instead  of  defending  the  fort  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  declared  it  uupoesible,  and 
ordered  the  fort  to  be  surrendered ;  when  CoL 
Moultrie,  of  the  militia,  reftised  to  obey  the 
order;  but  sud  he  would  continue  the  defence 
of  the  place,  and  would  take  the  ren>onsibility 
of  a  fiulure  npiKi  himself.  Tour  Continental 
General  retired  to  a  plaoe  of  safetr,  and  Od. 
Moultrie,  with  the  gaUaatry  of  a  veteran,  sus- 
tained the  attack,  for  tm  hours  in  snocession, 
a^Dst  ten  British  ships,  two  of  which  were 
fifty  gun  ships.  The  siege  terminated  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  a  total  re- 
pulse of  the  whole  fleet.  This  was  the  first 
essay  of  a  Continental  officer  in  the  South. 

The  next  was  General  Lincoln,  an  experi- 
enced Continental  officer,  who,  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  1780,  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
without  tlw  fire  of  a  gun,  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton, both  the  Continental  and  mUitia  army, 
wiUi  all  the  mnnittws  of  war,  and  upwards  ox 
400  pieces  of  artillerr ;  and  vat  the  enetny  in 
the  stroochdd  of  the  Sontnem  States,  irom 
whence  they  could,  and  did  play  in  eveiT  di- 
rection, to  the  great  embarrassment  of  the 
southern  section. 

CoL  Buford,  with  a  r^fanoit  of  Continental 
infantry,  and  some  horsemen,  was  sent  to  the 
rdief  of  South  Carolina.  They  were  assailed 
by  CoL  TarletoD,  uid  after  the  flrst  fire,  laid 
down  their  arms  and  sued  for  quarters,  which 
was  denied  them ;  and  they  were  literally  cut 
to  pieces.  And  a  great  portion  of  those  who 
were  not  slmn  on  the  fiud,  had  their  arms  or 
hands  out  o^  or  their  heads  aod  bodies  hacked 
to  pieces. 

General  Gates,  another  experienced  Conti- 
nental offloer,  was  sent  to  South  Carolina  with 
a  few  XBoreuua  900  legolai  troops.  Tothese 
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vera  added  8,000  militia  from  the  n^ghboring 
Statea.  With  these  4,000  men  he  met  the 
British  army,  near  Camden,  ia  Bouth  Oarolina, 
and  a  battle  eosned.  No  sooner  did  the  enemy 
display  their  colnmns,  and  commence  a  heavy 
fire,  than  General  Gates  fled.  Nor  did  he  stop 
until  he  reached  Hillsborongh,  a  distance  of  150 
miles,  and  then  but  for  a  short  time.  The  Con- 
tinental soldiers  under  Baron  de  Kalb,  and 
some  of  the  militia  under  their  own  officers, 
fought  with  distinguished  gallantry.  But  they 
were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  were  all 
eitiier  IcillM,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners.  But 
not  a  vestige  of  the  regular  army  remained  for 
active  operations.  And  with  them  were  taken 
all  the  artillery  and  200  baggage  wagons.  Tbe 
State  was  again  left  to  the  alternative  either 
to  sul»nit  as  rebels,  and  seek  protection  from 
the  enemy,  or  fight  their  own  batUes^  without 
tilt  leut  hope  or  assistance  from  tbe  General 
GoTernment  They  preferred  the  latter,  which 
tiiey  carried  on  with  an  enthusiasm  that  was 
never  surpassed  and  but  rarely  equalled. 

This  state  of  things  continued  until  General 
Greene  went  on  the  next  year ;  and  even  then, 
mnch  was  done  by  the  militia.  At  the  Cow- 
pens  tbe  British  bad  1,100  men,  and  the  Amer- 
icans not  raore  than  800 ;  two-thirds  of  them 
were  militia,  who  were  ander  the  command  of 
Col.  Pickens.  They  formed  the  first  line  a 
few  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and  received 
the  first  fire ;  then  fell  bock,  as  they  were  or- 
dered to  do,  and  immedi^ly  rallied  and  joined 
the  regulars  in  ehai^ng  the  memy  with  fixed 
bayonets,  which  threw  them  into  complete 
confhsion,  and  five  hundred  of  the  British  army 
laid  down  their  arms  to  the  militia. 

When  General  Greene  took  command  of  the 
southern  army,  it  consisted  of  only  2,000  men, 
more  than  half  of  whom  were  militia.  The 
battles  he  fought  at  Guilford  and  Eutaw,  were 
said  to  have  been  the  two  best  fought  battles 
of  the  revolution;  and  more  than  half  his 
army,  at  each  place,  were  militia.  He  was  a 
man  of  peculiar  skill,  and  of  distinguished 
bravery ;  and  did  honor  to  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  But  the  bravest  General 
could  not  fight  without  an  army,  and  his  regu- 
lar soldiers  were  but  abont  1,000 ;  and  these 
were  kept  as  a  reserm  His  militia  were  al- 
ways placed  in  the  front  of  the  hatUe ;  many 
of  whom  were  killed.  And  tiiat  was  the  last 
the  General  Government  knew  ot  them.  It 
neither  gave  them  pay,  honor,  nor  provided  for 
their  snfliering  families. 

The  war  in  South  Carolina  was  so  protracted, 
and  raged  with  such  violence,  that,  m  addition 
to  the  volnnteer  services  of  almost  every  man 
in  it,  that  State,  instead  of  paying  one-thir- 
teenth part,  which  would  have  been  more  than 
its  proportion,  paid  more  than  one-fifth  part  of 
the  whole  expense  of  the  revolationary  war. 
Whilst  the  great  State  of  Kew  York  paid  but 
$1,800,000,  South  Carolina  paid  |4,000,000/ 
■Ithongh  ranked  among  the  small  States.  The 
Btate  of  liai7land        but  $800,000.  Not- 
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withstanding,  it  is  urged  that  we  owe  our  lib* 
erty  and  independence  to  a  very  small  regular 
armyj  from  whose  effidenoy  the  southern  States 
reoeived  but  littla  asristanc^  when  etnnjwed 
with  th^  own  nnoeasing  enbrts.  This  dafan 
of  the  petitioning  officers  is  placed  on  another 
^und,  as  extraordinary  as  it  is  novel,  which 
13  that  the  certificates  given  in  commutation 
for  the  half  pay,  bad  been  purchased  from  then 
by  speculators,  for  a  very  small  consideration. 
The  answer  to  that  argument  is  plainly  this : 
If  tbe  (Government  were  bound  to  protect  its 
citizens  from  the  grasp  of  speculation,  it  wonld 
have  more  than  a  Herculean  labor  to  perform. 
Where  could  such  a  ret^uisition  endt  The 
Government  had  falfiHed  its  enga^ementa,  and 
it  belonged  to  those  who  were  interested  to 
guard  ai^dnst  imporition. 

Another  and  a  londer  eomplaint  against  flw 
Government  is  uttered:  that  in  establishiBg 
the  fbnding  system,  Congress  had  done  ii^nstioa 
"by  deferring  a  portion  of  the  interest  for  ten 
years.  But  upon  a  fair  calculation  the  intenufc 
will  average  more  than  five  per  cent.  And 
four  per  cent  is  considered  a  very  high  -pa 
cent,  when  secured  upon  the  faith  of  the  Gor- 
emment,  as  this  was.   It  is  far  beyond  any 

Sircentage  produced  by  your  best  agricultniista. 
oreover,  these  clMms  were  placed  precisely 
on  tbe  gronnd  of  the  claims  of  every  other  citi- 
zen. And  who  were  they  that  settled  the 
principles  upon  which  the  public  debt  was 
fimdedl  General  Hamilton,  and  many  other 
revolutionary  officers,  were  among  the  most 
prominent  members  of  that  ConKresa.  And 
General  Wadibgton  was  the  Present  of  the 
United  States,  who,  hy  virtue  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  could  have  negatived  the  law. 
And  can  we  for  a  moment  soppose  that  be 
would  not  have  done  so,  had  he  seen  any  thing 
like  injustice  contained  in  it  ?  We  do  not  be- 
lieve he  ever  slumbered  over  the  rights  of  those 
officers  whom  he  had  commanded^  ud  whom  he  • 
respected. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  officers  of  your  Revoln- 
tionary  army,  had  been  more  liberally  provid- 
ed for  than  any  other  cla^  of  men,  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  In  addition  to  their  pay 
doriiu  their  tin>e  of  actual  service,  they  were 
promised  half  pay  for  life,  after  they  dioold 
retire  from  the  army,  which  was  commuted 
for  five  years*  foil  pay— which  was  a  mighty- 
stretch  for  a  Government  at  the  dawn  of  its 
struggle  for  freedom — and  were  promised  and 
received  large  tracts  of  valuable  lands.  Each 
officer,  from  a  major-general  down  to  an  ensign, 
had  his  lands,  and  that  placed  upon  the  most 
fertile  spots.  In  addition  to  this,  tbe  Southmi 
States  gave  their  officers  large  tracts  of  tbe 
finest  land  in  the  world.  Virgima  gave  large- 
ly and  liberally  in  lands  to  her  officers.  South 
Carolina  did  the  same.  North  Carolina  gaT« 
to  each  brigadier-general  12,000  acres;  to  a 
colonel,  7,800;  to  a  captafn,  8,500;  and  to 
General  Greene  that  State  gave  25,000  aerei^ 
that  were  uid,  at  one  time,  to  b«  wordi  $600^* 
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000.    To  that  meritoriolu  oflloer,  Georgia 

Era  $23,600  in  inonsj,  and  Bonth  Caro- 
a  gave  him  $45,000  in  money.  These 
were  free-will  offerioga,  after  the  war  wb8 
mdedf  ^ich  those  States  were  prompted  to 
m^M,  to  exalted  merit,  for  dlstiognished  ser- 
Tieea ;  and  surely  they  would  redeem  the  Garo- 
Unas  and  Georgia  from  the  crying  sin  of  in- 
gratitude. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  S.,  there  was  another,  and  a 
very  different  view  to  be  taken  of  this  subject, 
which  would  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  how  much 
further  the  Goverument  had  goue  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  military  man,  oTer  tliat 
of  every  other  dass  of  your  mtizens.  The 
revolutionary  war  oontinoed  seven  years.  The 
supplies  for  the  armies,  during  the  first  five 
years  of  that  war,  were  fhmislied  by  the  dU- 
xena,  ezdnsively  for  p^ier  money ;  then  called 
Oontinental  money  and  States  mouey.  Tbe 
eonUuental  money  was  issued  by  anthority  of 
Congress,  and  bore  on  its  face  a  pledge  that 
it  would  be  redeemed  with  gold  or  silver.  The 
Congress  issued  $241,652,780 ;  to  secure  the 
onrrency  of  this  money,  on  the  lltb  oi  Janu- 
ary, 1776,  Congress  passed  a  law  in  the  Ibllow- 
ing  words : 

"That  If  any  person  sbaO  hereafter  be  so  lost  to 
•n  rlrtoe  and  rward  for  his  country,  u  to  reflwe  to 
Teeelve  said  bilis  in  payment,  or  obstract  and  dis- 
eonrsce  tbe  currency  or  circulation  thereof,  and  shall 
be  duty  convicted  thereof,  such  pereou  shall  be 
deemed,  published,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  bis 
country,  and  precluded  from  «U  trade  or  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies." 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1777,  the  Congress 
passed  another  law  to  support  and  enforce  this 
eorrency,  in  the  fidlowing  wwds : 

"Whereas  tbe  oontlnental  money  onoht  to  be 
sopported,  at  the  flill  value  expressed  in  tae  respec- 
tire  bills,  by  the  hihabitants  of  these  States,  for 
whose  benefit  they  were  issued,  and  who  stand 
bouud  to  redeem  the  same,^  &e. 

And  thus  it  goes  on  to  make  it  as  penal  as 
tbe  Ens^ish  language  could  express  it. 

Under  these  very  penal  laws,  and  from  their 
devotion  to  their  country,  tbe  citizens  reo^ved 
tiiia  money,  $241,652,780,  for  the  support  of 
that  war;  and  when  the  war  ceased,  the 
money  ceased  to  circnlate,  and  fell  dead  in  the 
hands  of  tbe  lost  holders.  Not  a  single  cent 
of  that  enormous  amomit  of  continental  money, 
without  which  your  army  would  have  been 
a  cipher,  lias  yet  been  paid  to  your  honest 
farmers  who  supported  your  armies  upon  the 
lighted  ffuth  of  your  Goverument,  that  it 
would  be  paid  at  tbe  conclusion  of  the  war. 
Not  a  militia  man  has  ever  received  a  farthing 
for  his  services,  nor  the  widows  or  children  of 
anoh  as  fell  in  battle,  have,  in  one  instance,  re- 
ceived the  boimties  of  the  Government.  Pay 

Smr  debts  befbre  Ton  talk  of  your  p-atitode. 
ad  these  classes  of  yonr  eittaens  looked  to  their 
peenniary  intsnata  in  the  hour  d  peril,  instead 


tSnam 

of  devoUug  their  lives  and  their  fortunes  to  the 
pnbUo  service,  and  Ihe  public  good,  uotwidi- 
atandingall  ytnir  revohitimiary  officers,  and  your 
revolntionary  armies,  yon  wonld  yet  have  heea 
British  snljecta,  and  these  States  British  prov- 
inces. 

It  has  been  said  hy  tbe  gentlemen  who  ad- 

vocate  this  claim,  yonr  are  unshle  to  pay  yonr 
militia,  and  unable  to  redeem  your  continental 
money.  Is  this  the  justice,  said  Mr.  S.,  of 
which  you  boast?  This  one-sided  justice;  is 
this  to  characterize  the  justice  of  your  country, 
pay  your  favorites  a  second  time,  and  permit 
yourselves  to  slumber  over  the  rights  of  all 
others,  because  yon  cannot  spare  the  money 
to  pay  them,  from  your  thousand  projects  t 
This  would  be  jnstioe  witii  a  vengeance. 

Mr.  BoBsnis  add:  In  apeaking  to  thu  sultJee^ 
I  shell  meak  only  to  tbe  legd  obligation,  if  any, 
of  the  United  States,  In  this  case.  For  thoa^ 
I  do  not  ngree  with  the  honorable  gentleuiaa 
from  North  Oamltna,  (my  friend,  if  he  wiH 
permit  me  to  call  him  so,)  that  appeals  in  this 
case  to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimity  of  the 
nation,  imply  the  absence  of  le^al  obligation,  'or 
the  apprehension  of  that  abswioe;  I  do  agree 
ttiat  this  qaestioQ  is  not  to  be  determined  on 
those  appeals,  nor  to  be  influenoed  by  them,  any 
further  than  as  they  are  snstdned  by  that  obU- 
gation.  I  am  the  more  anxions  now  to  speak  to 
that  point,  as  it  has  been  more  particularly 
chdleaged  by  the  learned  and  able  gentlomaa 
from  South  CardiDB,  who  baa  Jost  taken  bis 
Beat 

Tbe  legd  questkm  I  take  to  be  this— whether 

supposing  the  oommntation  not  to  be  eqnd  to  the 
half  pay  for  life,  the  United  States  are  under  an 
obligation  to  make  good  the  difference ;  an  obli- 
gation either  lef^oreqoitable;  fo^  as  to  Govern- 
ment, there  is  no  difference  between  the  legd 
obligations  and  tlie  equitable;  both  have  the 
same  common  foundation  In  justice;  their 
difference  is  only  a  difference  of  forma;  and 
tbeee  forms  bdmg  to  courts,  not  to  Govern- 
ments. 

X  begin  this  inqniry  by  saying,  that  the  act 
of  1780,  providing  hdf  pay  for  life  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Revdntiomuy  army,  who  should 
serve  to  tbe  dose  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
became  a  contract  with  those  officers  irho  £d 
serve  tM|be  dose  of  thst  war.  The  pnmorition 
made  ^them  in  that  act,  was  a  coiiditiuial 
one ;  and  when  the  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  the  condition  was  performed  on  tlieir  part 
it  became  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  strictly  and  technically  so  speaking — a 
contract  with  those  officers,  not  as  a  body,  but 
with  each  hidividnd  officer.  In  1788,  when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  oonclnded  and  ratified, 
these  contracts  were  perfected  and  perfect,  and 
became  from  that  moment  obligatory  upon  the 
United  States;  and  are  still  obligatory,  unless 
tijey  have  been  resdnded  by  each  individud 
aetbig  fSMrbimselt  For  aeverd  parties  to  sever- 
al contracts,  cannot  resetnd  those  oontraota  for 
one  another;  nor  can  »  mijori^  fit  ell  thoae 
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parties  rescind  them  for  aU.  The  idea  b  pre- 

posterous. 

If  these  oontraots  bare  been  reaoinded,  H 
mast  be^  I  repeat,  hj  the  individaal  assent  of 
each  officer  to  the  reaomdiog  act,  whatever  that 
act  may  be.  If  that  asaent  has  been  given,  I 
agree  it  is  not  material  in  what  form  it  was  giv- 
en ;  nor  whether  by  words  or  hy  acts ;  whether 
expressed  in  the  former,  or  implied  by  the  lat- 
ter: buttiie  foot  of  the  assent,  and  of  the  indi- 
TidoaLaasfflit)  iamateriaL 

Now  aato  the  evideDoe  of  tbia  assent  The 
votes  of  tbe  army  lines,  determined  by  majori- 
ties in  those  lines,  is  not  evidence  of  individnal 
UBNit;  not  even  in  those  m^oritles;  for  it  is 
impoedble  to  say  who  voted  in  those  majori- 
ties ;  and  who  did  not  vote  in  them ;  it  is  impos- 
sible, therefore,  to  bring  home  the  assent  to  any 
me  individaal  in  pardoolar.  And  there  is  no  pre- 
tence, to  say  that  these  votes  were  unanimoua. 
Had  they  been  noanimous,  it  woold  have 
amoonted  to  the  requisite  proof^  as  to  each  indi- 
vidual ;  but  tliey  were  not  nnanimons ;  and  the 
proof  is  that  the  votes  were  reported  to  Congress 
as  nujorities  uierdy;  a  ra^ority  of  the  whole, 
oertoinly  is  not  the  whole ;  regarding,  then,  the 
votes  of  these  mqlorities  as  not  being  evidence 
of  individaal  assent— -what  evideDce  of  individ- 
val  assent  remiUnat 

It  ia  said  that  the  acts  d  these  t^oera  im^y 
tiiis  assrat:  that  in  point  of  &ct  tbey  did 
accept  of  the  commntation  notes,  ^ven  as  a 
Bubstitnte  for  half  pay,  and  did  receive  tbem  in 
lieu  of  half  pay ;  that  this  implied  assent,  and 
was  individoally  given.  AU  tnis  ia  very  trae, 
and  would  be  quite  oonolosive  ag^st  the  offi- 
cer, if  this  assent  was  voluntary.  Here  is  the 
turning  point  of  the  whole  case.  If  this  assent 
was  voluntary,  it  was  concloave  against  the 
officer;  bat  if  it  was  compulsory,  it  was  not 
ooDclosive.    How  was  the  lact? 

If  this  alternative  had  been  presented  to  the 
offloer— here,  take  these  oommntoUon  notes,  or 
take  your  luuf  pay  for  life;  and  he  had  taken 
the  commutation  notes,  the  acceptance  would 
have  been  ocmdosive  upon  him,  beoaose  then 
it  woidd  have  been  voluntary.  But  thia  alter- 
native was  not  presented  to  him.  The  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  was  this — here,  take  these 
oommntation  note^  or  take  nothing^ye%  or 
take  nothing.  That  this  was  the  alternative  is 
evident;  first,  because  Congress  auppos^  and 
acted  upon  the  idea,  that  these  officers  had 
agreed  to  accept  the  commutation  in  lieu  the 
half  pay ;  and  were  to  be  held  precluded.  Then 
in  oonseqaeuce  of  this  supposition,  because  Con- 
gress had  made  and  contemplated  making  no 
provirion,  either  immediate  or  prospective,  for 
satiifying  these  life  annuities,  in  case  ue  commo- 
tfttion  notes  should  be  r^bsed,  by  these  offioer% 
OT  by  any  of  them.  The  alternaUve  presented, 
then,  unqoeationablv  was  this— either  take  theae 
notesi  or  take  nothmg.  ^d  aorely  an  aooept- 
tanoe  thus  omistniiked,  thus  oompelled,  was 
not,  and  conld  not  be  called  Tonmtaiy,  A 
CKuatraiiwd  aco^tanoe  a  Yi^aaUtj  aooept- 
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ancel  Why,  it  ia  a  coutradiction  in  term& 
Ton  might  as  well  say  that  a  release  of  a  pri- 
vate debt  for  half  its  amount,  was  a  voluntary 
release,  and  a  binding  discharge.  No :  as  in  that 
case,  the  debt  would  still  be  a  snbdsting  debt, 
at  least  for  the  unaatisfied  balance ;  so  this  obli- 
gation is  BtiU  a  subsisdog  obligation,  unices  the 
commutation  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  half 
pay.  Th  is  qnestion  then  arises— whether  it  was 
a  fair  equivuent;  aadif  so,  whether  t^jisequiva^ 
lent  has  been  paid  np  aeocnrding  to  tiie  terms  of 
this  eontraob  But  upon  these  qnestioos  I  do  not 
i>ropoBenowto^>eak.  Both  have  beoiao  dear- 
ly explained  by  the  hcmorable  gentieman  who 
made  the  report,  and  by  others  in  this  debate, 
that  if  I  made  tiie  attemp^  I  could  not  hope  to 
shed  upon  them  any  additional  light  I  onild 
but  repeat  what  tbey  have  stated,  and  I  iesr  I 
should  but  weaken  what  I  repeated. 

Kr,  Chanpleb  said  he  was  no  lawyer,  and  did 
not  understand  the  nature  of  contracts.  But  ha 
gathered  from  what  had  been  siu^  that  if  any 
original  contract  was  changed  by  the  oonsmt 
of  the  parties,  it  was  still  binding.  It  appear* 
that  a  majority  of  the  officers  did  accept  the 
terms  of  the  commutation,  and  that  majority,  ia 
his  opinion,  swept  away  the  original  oootracL 
And  he  looked  npcm  the  acceptance  of  the  oom- 
matati<n  oertifloates  aa  a  proof  po^tive  itf  their 
acquiescence  in  the  terms  proposed.— Otherwise, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  consider  it  bind  ing  on  the  cWmanti 
to  show  evidence  tiiat  they  did  not  vote  for  the 
commutation  law.  If  that  could  be  diowSf  tbs 
case  would  have  been  made  out 

Mr.  SiciTH,  of  Uaryland.  I  remarked  on  a  far- 
mer occasicm  that  the  Southern  lines  never  did 
vote.  Geuerol  Greene  never  proponnded  the 
question  to  the  officers  under  him^-and  whoi 
tbey  returned  home  th^  were  foraed  to  aoocpt 
the  certificates. 

Mr.  WooDBURT  observed,  that  there  never 
was  any  proof  of  the  acceptance  of  the  law  hj 
the  officers,  with  the  excepticm  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  (tf  tiie Treasury.  Botwaaltnot 
evident  that  those  who  did  not  vote  for  the  biU 
were  those  who  were  Ukder  thir^  years  of  agel 
They  were  those  alone  who  were  to  be  Iqlnred 
by  it  Besides,  it  is  well  known  that  the  senior 
officers  had  allowed  the  younger  officers  to  go 
bwne  on  Airloagb,  oonseqnenuy  they  were  not 
presrat  when  the  vote  vaa  taken  in  thdr  re- 
^tecUvellius. 


Survivinff  Qffteert  <^  A«  Btnolnttwn. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  eertata 
surviving  officers  of  the  Bevolatiaiiaij  anqy, 
was  taken  np. 

Hr.  Kaoon  rose,  and.  after  some  general  re- 
marks, prtMiiHmeed  a  hij^  enoominm  on  the 
military  SMvioes  <ii  the  gentianan  from  Maiy- 
land,  QSx.  Smith.)  Aa  to  the  olabna  of  these 
officers,  we  all  know  the  straits  to  whioh  the 
Oovemment  waa  put  to  get  along,  at  that 
time;  and  that  the  Old  Oragresa  waa  ao  hard 
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run  that  the;  tried  to  get  lands  to  paj  their 
debti  with.  And,  before  the  oonstitntion  was 
adopted,  the  State  of  Virginia  rarrendered  her 
lanoi  to  the  United  States ;  whether  wisely  or 
not,  I  donH  pretend  to  say.  The  Qoremment 
wanted  these  lands  to  raise  funds  to  pay  off 
tlwir  obligations.  The  States  coold  not  help 
them.  A  great  portion  the  oonntry  had 
been  so  destroyed  that  it  was  as  mnob  as  the 
people  conld  do  to  lire.  Almost  every  man 
had  been  bamt  out  at  the  end  of  the  war;  and 
that  family  which  had  a  cow  left,  was  consid- 
ered fortunate.  Well,  sir,  you  now  call  on 
these -people,  or  their  descendants,  to  help  tiiese 
officers  whose  families  were  better  off  during 
the  time  of  danger. 

Sir,  had  I  a  talent  for  description,  I  would 
disiriay  to  70a  a  piotnre  of  those  tl^L  which 
would  shake  the  stoutest  heart.  I  woald  show 
yon  the  wretched  women,  (whose  hnsbands 
were  defending  the  country  in  the  militia 
rank*,)  with  their  hungry,  barefoot,  almost 
naked  children  hanging  round  them,  contem- 
plating the  burning  ruins  of  their  homes — 
withont  a  shelter,  and  without  a  morsel  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  their  weeping  babes.  These 
things  have  passed  away ;  and  thousands  of 
instances  like  this  are  not  now  remembered. 
The  Old  Congress  had  the  most  difficult  task  to 
settle  the  accounts  of  the  8tates.  His  own 
State  paid  millions,  besides  the  vast  amount  of 
private  losses.  The  people  entered  into  the 
contest  with  tiie  ntmoet  nplirit,  and  followed  the 
enemy  with  as  much  aviwty  as  ever  CoL  Boone 
fidlowed  an  Indian  in  his  life.  There  was  a 
continual  Bklrmishing  kept  up;  and,  on  tiie 
British  Bid&  when  the  Amerioans  were  taken 
or  surprise*!,  it  was  whipping  han^ng,  and 
burning.  When  the  paper  money  ran  out, 
what  was  to  l>e  done  ?  It  could  well  be  recol- 
lected what  was  the  state  of  the  country  after 
the  battle  of  Guilford.  The  paper  money  had 
run  out,  and  there  was  no  specie.  Congress 
then  took  up  a  new  plan,  and  the  Continental 
bills  run  down  to  one-eighth  of  their  nominal 
value,  which  the  gwitleman  from  Maryland 
Tenr  well  knows.  In  my  fitate  there  was  but 
littfe  Ccmtinental  money.  The  State  struck 
some  pqwr  of  its  own,  which  sold  at  10  per 
cent,  and,  when  tiie  confiscated  Moperty  was 
scdd,  the  notes  were  redeemed.  This  was  not 
done  by  any  other  State;  and  many  of  the 
States  paid  the  interest  on  the  Continental  cer- 
tificates. The  last  cow  and  the  lost  horse  went 
to  keep  up  the  contest ;  snd  perhaps  nothing 
-was  less  thought  of  than  individual  interest 
There  were  no  better  troops  in  the  war  than 
the  lines  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Dela- 
ware ;  but  it  was  no  safer  for  the  inhabitants 
to  be  with  them,  than  with  the  enemy.  The 
regular  troops  were,  he  knew,  very  mnch  dis- 
tr^sed  jbut  were  they  more  so  than  the  mi- 
liUftt  Th^  were  all  iiaid  alike  with  the  Con- 
tinental oertiSoates.  £v«rybody  was  compiled 
to  make  sacrifices ;  and  n  waa  wwse  the 
people  to  get  along  Hian  settUng  a  new  oooo- 
ToL.  IX^-MT 
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try.  The  oonMbutions  had  been  so  closely 
levied,  and  the  raTages  so  great,  that,  where 
the  two  armies  had  been,  ume  was  no  yn- 
Tinons,  and  faw  bouses.    The  Continental 

money  was  the  only  currency  in  the  country. 

Gen.  Hamilton  was  a  man  who  undertook 
few  things  that  he  did  not  understand ;  and  he 
took  great  pains  to  get  this  comroutaticm  done 
for  the  officers.  It  could  hardly  be  supposed 
that  he  would  do  what  would  be  injunons  to 
his  fellow-officers.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee hod  mentioned  the  climates  of  Carlisle 
sad  Hontpelier  as  standards.  They  are  both 
healthy  places.  But  do  they  suppose  that  they 
will  apply  to  this  country !  Col.  Hamilton  was 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  matter,  and 
knew  the  rates  of  annuities,  and  he  fixed  upon 
five  years.  The  ocnnmntadon  was,  no  donbt  a 
matter  of  ^tifloation  to  the  omcws  at  W9 
time.  But  it  was  maintained  by  the  gentleman 
over  tiie  way,  and  by  the  gentlmian  urom  New 
York,  that  every  inuvidual  among  the  officers 
did  not  assent  to  It.  But  it  was  decided  by  Uto 
majority  of  the  lines,  and  that  was  sufficient. 
The  same  principle  applied  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution.  That  was  done  by  the  vote 
of  nine  States.  It  was  then  aigued  that  it 
must  be  done  by  the  vote  of  the  whole ;  ■  but 
the  minority  rnled.  And  so  it  ought  to  in  ^is 
cose.  It  is  said  that  the  elder  officers  made  a 
good  bargfun,  while  the  younger  ones  suffered. 
But  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  tne  senior  officers 
would  make  a  gooa  bargain  for  themselves,  and 
a  bad  one  for  their  JaniorsV  Kothing  has  the 
effect  to  produce  mutual  attachment  m«e  than 
mutual  snfliaring;  and  these  men  had  suflbred 
together.  WoSd  tienerd  Wayne  or  General 
Smallwood,  who  began  the  revolution,  and 
went  through  it,  have  done  so?  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it.  I  say,  sir,  that,  with  regard  to  this 
bill,  no  man  has  any  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  more  than  he  received :  neither  these 
officers  nor  the  militia.  But,  should  I  admit 
their  claim,  and '  allow  that  it  was,  as  the  gen- 
tieman  tells  us,  founded  on  eqnity,  will  it  be 
urged  that  a  man's  clums  of  this  kind  don't 
descend  to  his  heirs!  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  think  so?  Bat  every  tidna 
was  now  different  Evwy  thing  waa  turned 
upside  down.  It  was  onoe  supposed  that 
^en  a  man  £ed  he  paid  his  last  debt,  ud 
settied  his  accounts  with  the  world.  But  it  Is 
not  BO  now. 

The  history  of  the  revolution,  as  to  the  par> 
tisan  warfare  in  the  Southern  country,  nad 
never  riven  any  idea  of  the  truth.  The  mem- 
ory of  Sumter  and  Marion  was  held  in  htffh 
esteem ;  but  half  that  they  did  was  never  told, 
except  by  some  old  people  to  the  children  of 
the  present  dav.  But  history  don't  stoop  to 
the  militia.  The  battle  of  the  Cowpens  la 
almost  the  only  action  that  figures  in  the  his* 
tory  ot  the  war  in  the  Booth.  But  I  have  a 

rtlooaan  In  my  C9«  who  did  as  gallant  a  thing 
the  militia  as  was  ever  dime  1^  regidar 
troops.  Nobody  bad  a  greatw  re^eot  for  Ota 
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regalars  and  militia  who  fought  ai  the  Cow- 
pens  :  bat  there  was  another' action  performed 
D7 — [The  name  of  the  oflSoer  escqwd  the  Be- 
porter,  (he  tfaiokg  it  was  OoL  Tazew^,)  as  also 
the  loeatioa  of  this  twttle.  Ur.  2L,  at  this 
pcnut  of  his  remarks.  iSineted  his  speech  to  en- 
other  part  of  the  Ohamber,  and  was,  oonse- 
qnently,  not  beard.] — That,  ue  considered,  tiie 
most  important  erent  of  the  war.  There  were 
among  the  hmnbler  officers  many  striking  ex- 
amples of  braver;'  and  ^atriotiftm.  There 
were  many  others  who  sacrificed  vast  fortunes 
in  finpporting  the  canse  of  the  revolation.  In 
the  State  of  New  York  there  were  some  strik- 
iog  instances  of  the  kind.  Qovemor  Clinton 
was  more  honored  by  his  actions  than  by  the 
Vice  Presidency;  and  his  stubborn  whiggery 

£ve  him  the  strongest  hold  on  the  a&isctlous  of 
B  people. 

It  was  imposrible  to  go  into  iSie  revolution- 
ary  war  and  make  aeleotionB  of  indiridnals,  or 
do  justice  to  any  one  set  of  men.  It  was 
utterly  imposriWe.  He  recollected  when  Ur. 
Uonroe's  dUI  was  introdoced  in  the  other 
House,  only  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  waa 
asked  for.  The  sum  has  gone  on  increaaug — 
and  it  only  shows  that*Uiis  thing  is  like  putting 
your  hand  to  the  plough — ^yon  never  can  get 
off  again.  Ton  take  one  step,  and  you  must 
go  on.  It  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  the  Senate  thinks  founded  in 
1nstice~but  it  was  his  honest  opinion  that  this 
niU  ought  not  to  pass.  He  should  be  sorry  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one.  The  bill  would 
have  suited  him  better,  bad  it  printed  out  how 
nraoli  each  grade  of  offioera  wu  to  receive. 
He  should  then  have  liked  it  better,  althongb, 
even  in  that  form,  he  shonld  not  have  voted 
for  it  The  sum  now  put  In  was  In  tiie  lamp ; 
and  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  he  divided. 
As  to  the  fiafferings  of  these  officers,  other 
classes  of  people  had  suffered  equally.  He 
knew  instances  where  individuals  lutd  had  their 
houses  burnt  over  twice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  the 
other  day,  a  great  deal  about  the  glory  and 
honor  of  the  country.  But  I  like  some  other 
things  much  better.  For,  sir,  when  I  hear  of 
glory  and  h<mor,  I  always  think  of  war  and 
bloodshed.  Hie  tuq>iHnefls  of  the  people  seems 
to  me  mndi  better,  and  I  diotud  be  more 

£ leased  to  we  the  dnty  on  aalt  taken  off,  than 
icreased  by  a  war,  in  which  the  conotry  was 
to  gain  honor  and  dory.  Bnt  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  don't  want  to  see  it  lessened. 

[Hr.  M.  here  made  an  allnsion  to  JcAia.  Han- 
cock and  Samnel  Adams,  wUoh  was  not  heard 
by  the  Reporter.] 

"We  are  told  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  way, 
(Messrs.  Woonnunr,  Brkbiih.  and  HAKBteoN,) 
that  it  is  a  debt,  which  this  bill  is  to  pay.  Bnt 
I  should  like  to  know  how,  under  that  aiOT- 
ment,  they  can  bring  forward  their  claim,  with 
a  receipt  in  fhll  staring  it  in  the  fkce.  And  I 
ask  whether  this  Mil  fs  any  more  a  fhlffimoit 
4tf  the  eontraet  thaa  the  onnmatation  act! 


Do  yon  propose  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  tlie 
half  pay !  No,  yon  give  them  the  old  certiA* 
cates,  with  interest.  Fashions  are  conttnullj 
changing.  Tlie  time  is  within  my  memory 
when  we  were  a  free,  content,  and  happy  pM^ 
plo.  We  go  now  for  glory  and  honor,  as  tlw 
gentleman  from  New  York  observes.  We  are 
told  continually  that  this  is  a  great  and  grow- 
ing people.  I  think  we  are  growing  rather  too 
fast  The  poverty  of  the  people  is  never  takoi 
into  consideration.  We  count  the  nnmben 
only.  1  ask,  if  this  was  a  claim,  'vhyit  did  mot 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  t  What  need 
was  there  for  a  Select  Committee  f  It  was,  I 
suppose,  to  g^ve  force  to  the  application.  Tlie 
real  reason  why  the  commatation  act  waa 
passed,  was  that  penBions  were  thought  dis- 
gntceful.  This  induced  the  officers  to  consent 
to  commute  their  half  pay.  He  tbonght  the 
principle  of  this  bill 'no  better  than  that  jwo- 
posed  in  the  time  of  Ur.  Uonroe. 

[Ur.  BsuiEii  here  handed  Ur.  Uaooir  a 
paper->-on  which  Ur.  U.  made  An  acknowledg- 
ment of  being  in  error — but  in  what  respect, 
the  Reporter  could  not  hear.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  said  that 
it  is  a  reproach  upon  the  coontry  that  this  debt 
has  not  been  paid  before.  I  shonld  like  to 
know  who  caused  this  reproach.  If  we  had 
the  wealth  of  all  the  world,  we  oould  not  get 
rid  of  it.  Bo  all  yon  can,  you  cannot  satisfy 
all  the  clfuma.  Yon  may  live  to  be  as  (rid  as 
Uethnselah,  and  you  could  not  do  it  Some 
gentlemen  think  it  could  be  done  with  a  few 
millions.  But  we  have  enough  to  do  to  take 
care  of  ooxselves.  The  (^ntleman  also  said 
that  the  commatation  waa  uadeqaate — and,  in 
the  same  breath,  he  prised  the  Old  C(mgre«^ 
who  framed  it,  in  the  highest  manner. 

rU  say  no  more  on  that  point  We^ve  been 
told  about  Shylodc  doings^  &c  What  the  re- 
mark applies  to,  I  don't  know.  I  believe  I 
have  said  enough  to  show  that  it  can't  apply  to 
the  Old  Congress.  I  don't  know  but  it  may 
refer  to  those  who  vote  aminst  this  bill,  ft 
must  apply  to  somebody.  Keally,  he  did  not 
see  how  this  country  could  have  been  more 
lavish  in  expenditures.  But  every  means  most 
be  taken  to  increase  them.  We  must  fnnd  the 
publio  debt,  and  divide  five  millions  among  the 
States.  Next  to  the  army  wMch  adiiered  oar 
independence,  those  men  wiU  deserve  tlM 
thanks  of  Hie  nation,  who  shall  wipe  the  pob- 
lie  debt  from  the  records  of  the  countxy.  It 
had  been  said  that  one-third  was  lost  by  the 
ftmding  system.  I  never  heard  that  fact :  for, 
m  soon  as  the  ftmding  system  began,  there 
were  riders  from  Philadelphia,  and  New  York, 
and  the  eastward,  scattered  all  over  the  coun- 
try as  thick  aa  ever  tin  peddlers  were,  gatherinj; 
op  the  paper — which  gave  a  spring  to  the  bnsi- 
ness,  rather  than  otherwise.  There  were  no 
post  roads  then,  but  people  conld  travel,  when 
their  interests  were  concerned,  without  them. 
WiU  any  gentleman  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart, 
and  soy  mat  he  thinks  there  was  any  im&ir- 
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ness  in  the  funding  876tem  ?  If  gentlemen  will 
examine  the  fnndlng  system,  they  will  find  that 
t)icre  was  a  plan  to  make  qpeonlatQn  dlagorge 
their  ill-gotten  wealth. 

1  look  upon  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be  to 
take  so  mnch  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
descendants  of  the  soldiers,  to  pay  to  these  in- 
dlvidoals.  We  are  more  disposed  to  help  peo- 
ple whom  we  know,  than  whom  we  cum't 
know.  We  feel  more  for  onr  neighbora  than 
for  indifferent  persons.  We  ■ssodate  vUh  the 
officers,  and  we  sympatliize  with  them.  But 
we  know  nothing  of  the  soldiers.  Aa  to  the 
statement  that  the  Maryland  line  did  not  agree 
to  the  commutation,  he  believed  they  accepted 
it,  and  that  was  agreement  enough.  He  had 
heard  much  of  suffering  women.  If  their  hua- 
bands  did  not  provide  for  them,  he  knew  that 
they  bad  a  hard  stni^le.  Women  have  no  po- 
litical rights,  and  are  necessarily  passive  suffer- 
ers. There  were  no  petitions  from  women, 
and  no  committee  appointed  on  their  claims. 
They  sat  at  home  and  exercised  the  virtnes  of 

Eatience  and  industry.  I  am  not  for  glory  and 
oDor.  I  go  on  a  different  principle.  I  do 
riflAit  if  I  can ;  and,  if  I  do  wrong,  my  people 
will  tell  me  of  it  I  wish  that  eqnu  justice 
shonld  be  done— not  give  one  a  silver  spoon, 
and  the  other  a  horn  one.  It  was  corious  to 
look  at  the  two  Honsea— one  ^baUng  on  econ- 
omy, and  the  other  opening  roods  and  canals  in 
every  direction. 


TncBSDAT,  February  7. 
Capt4>n  of  the  Philadeiphia, 

The  bill  for  the  reKef  of  Susan  Decatur  and 
others  was  taken  np,  and  the  question  being  on 
filling  the  first  blank  in  the  bUl  with  one  £nn- 
dred  thousand  dollars— 

Hr.  Hatkb  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Kavol  Affhirs)  said,  that,  so  deep  was  his  con- 
viction of  the  justice  of  the  claim  under  con- 
sideration, that  he  conld  not  believe  It  was 
necessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  present  a 
clear  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  explain  the 
{pounds  on  which  the  committee  had  proceeded 
in  reporting  tins  bill.  In  doing  this,  said  Mr. 
H.,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  report,  which, 
Quder  the  direction  of  the  committee,  has  i)een 
submitted  to  the  Senate ;  to  which  I  will  add 
such  observations  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
the  Senate  a  fbll  view  of  the  whole  snbfect. 
The  claim  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bul  to 
satisfy,  is  foanded  on  the  recapture  and  de- 
struction of  the  frigate  Philadelpma  in  the  har- 
bor of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  18M.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary,  Ur.  Prerident,  to  go  bade  to 
the  causes  which  led  to  the  TripoKtan  war.  It 
is  well  known  that  depredations  on  onr  com- 
merce In  the  Mediterranean,  the  demand  of 
tribute,  and  the  capture  of  American  cidzens, 
for  whoso  release  a  ransom  was  always  de- 
manded, sometimes  amounting  to  $8,000  a 
man,  compelled  the  United  States  at  length  to 
apiwal  to  anna  few  the  redress  (tf  these  grier- 


anoes.  As  soon  as  the  war  with  Tripoli  com- 
menced, Commodore  Preble  was  despatched 
with  a  small  st^uadron  to  the  Mediterranean  to 
prosecute  hostilities;  and  not  long  after  the 
arrival  of  his  squadron  on  the  Barbary  coast, 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  of  44  guns,  then  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Bainbridge,  was  strand- 
ed on  rocks,  in  a  Situation  which  rendered  re- 
sistaoce  Impossible,  led  to  her  capture  by  tlM 
enemy,  ana  the  im[H4s(Hunfflit  of  her  omcera 
and  erew,  amounting  to  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men,  in  one  ct  the  dungeons  of 
THpolt.  On  tiie  flood  tide  the  frigate  was 
off,  and  bein^  taken  Into  the  TripoUtan  servioa^ 
was  moored  m  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  "  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  whole  of  the  Iripolitan  ma- 
rine, mounting  altogether  upwards  of  100 

Sieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  within  the  imme> 
iate  protection  of  formidable  land  batteries 
consisting  of  116  pieces  of  heavy  artillery." 
It  is  stated  that  "  besides  this  force,  there  were 
encamped  at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its  vicin- 
ity, twenty  thousand  troops,  and  that  upwards 
of  1,000  seamen  were  attached  to  the  fleet  In 
the  harbor."  In  this  situation,  sir,  and  while 
the  force  of  Commodore  Preble,  oricin&I^ 
small,  was,  by  the  loss  of  the  Philadelphia,  so 
much  reduced  as  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  his 
operations  ^psinst  uie  enemy  with  any  pros* 
pect  of  success,  Stephen  Decatur,  then  a  very 
youn^  man,  and  a  junior  lieutenant  in  the  fleet, 
conceived  the  idea  of  entering  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli  in  the  night,  with  the  small  schooner 
Enterprise,  of  12  gans  and  about  70  men,  which 
he  then  commanded,  and  of  Iwarding  and  re- 
capturing the  frigate.  That  this  scheme  origi- 
nated with  Decatur  is  asserted  by  the  commit- 
tee In  their  report ;  bnt,  as  this  fact  has  been 
questioned,  I  shall  proceed  to  establish  it  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  if  the  evidence 
before  us  is  to  be  reUed  on.  It  is  due  to  lha 
memory  of  one  of  tbe  most  gallant  officers  that 
ever  adorned  the  naval  service  of  this  or  any 
other  country,  that  the  tmt^  ^ould  be  put  be- 
yond all  question ;  and  I  know  that  this  act  of 
justice  to  her  lamented  husband  will  be  more 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  petitioner,  than 
any  pecuniory  grant  you  conld  possibly  make. 
I  will  now  refer  the  Senate  to  the  statements 
of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  wlio  served 
under  Commodore  Preble,  and  who,  in  oom- 
mand  of  the  Syren,  accompanied  Decatur  in 
his  expedition  agmnst  the  Philadelphia. 

Commodore  Stewart,  in  a  letter  dated  De- 
cember 12th,  1626,  addressed  to  Mrs.  Decatur, 
says: 

"  Tou  state  that  your  late  husband  has  given  ya« 
to  understand  that  the  project  of  bamii^  that  uig- 
ate  at  her  moorings,  and  thereby  remore  a  serious 
Impediment  to  the  fatnre  operations  of  Uwsqnsdna 
Rgi^nst  Tripoli,  orighiated  with  him.  Thla  oodsfr 
standing  was  perfeetly  correct— It  did  origioKte  with 
your  late  husbuid,  and  he  first  volunteered  Umsetf 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the  permissloa  of 
Commodore  Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  flrst  dlscorering 
the  frigate  was  lost  to  tiie  sqinadrmi,}  to  eAot  it  wiui 
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tbe  ecbooner  Enterprise,  then  under  bu  command. 
The  CoBUimader^n-Chief  tbou^t  it  too  luuardoas 
to  be  effected  In  that  way,  but  prondnd  yonr  kte 
hnilMiid  tbet  (he  objeet  uiould  be  curied  Into  ef- 
ftct  on  a  pc«>er  oocMion,  and  that  he  ibould  be  the 
ezeeutiTe  ofwser  when  U  was  dtme." 

In  snotber  letter,  dated  Jamwrj  SUi,  182Y, 
Commodore  Stewart  says : , 

"Tlie  iqaadrOD  tinder  the  command  of  Gommo- 
dore  Preble  bod  been  detuned  some  time,  as  they 
aeverally  arriTed  at  Gibraltar,  (with  tbe  exception  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  the  schooner  Vixen,)  to 
counteract  the  boe^  derigns  of  the  Emperor  of 
Iforooco.  M  soon  aa  the  Commodore  had  accom- 
rilshed  his  objects  in  that  quarter,  he  proceeded  off. 
Tripoli,  in  the  Constitution,  accompanied  by  the 
■chooner  Enterprise,  commanded  hj  your  husband. 
On  aniline  off  Tripoli,  where  the  Commodore  ex- 
pected to  find  the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  ecbooner 
'Vixen,  Uoekading  that  port,  be  dlacorered  that 
ftfgate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  was  at  this 
time  your  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  the 
frigate,  with  tbe  Enterprise,  under  his  command — 
and  at  this  time,  aa  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  to 
you.  Commodore  Preble  assured  your  husband  that 
the  frigate  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  he  should 
be  the  executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  having 
■o  handsomely  volunteered  bis  efforts  to  effect  it 
with  the  schooner  Enterprise.  I  ^re  you  these  ^ts 
as  I  retired  them  ftom  Commodore  Preble  and 
your  husband,  at  the  time,  aa  well  as  from  sereral 
officers  then  on  board  the  Constitution.  Some  time 
after  this  I  arrived  at  Syracuse,  in  the  Syren  brig, 
from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  services  for  the  expc- 
Ation^  which  were  accepted  by  Commodore  Preble. 

"Some  time  after  this,  whoi  the  expedition  was  a 
nlfJeGt  of  converaatlon  in  the  caUn  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, (which  was  frequentiy  the  case,  from  the  ex- 
treme ui^ency  on  our  {Mrt  to  have  it  effected  im- 
uecHately,  and  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
CMimodore  to  have  it  executed  at  .  so  perilous  a 
•eason  <^  tiie  year,  and  his  reluctance  to  pot  any 
thing  to  hazard  in  a  force  orighially  io  Bnall,  but 
then  much  reduced  by  tbe  frigate  and  her  crew,) 
that  letters  were  received  from  Capt.  Bunbridge,  at 
Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  Helta,  which  were  paitly 
written  In  lemon  juice,  aad  which  the  Commodore 
read  to  oa,  after  rendering  it  lefpble  before  the  fire. 
In  this  letter  the  practicability  of  deatroyinj^  the 
frigate  was  strongly  urged  by  Captun  Bainbndge, 
and  the  mode  he  pointed  out  was  by  a  surprise. 
7bi»  despatch  fiiUy  conftrmcd  all  our  ideaa  and  pre- 
Tiona  conversations  on  that  antffeet,  dcddcd  the 
Commodore  at  once  to  carry  it  into  effect — which 
vaa  done  soon  after,  In  a  manner  set  forth  in  bis  re- 
ports^ on  that  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

In  Bopport  of  thU  statement,  we  have  tbe 
evidence  of  the  late  Captain-  Spenco,  and  d 
CiHnmodores  Cbauncey,  Ridgely,  Crane,  and 
Bodgers.   Capt  Spence  says : 

"The  destruction  of  the  frigate  Phihdelphia  is 
•Hodated  with  the  name  of '  Decatur  only,^  and  I 
bad  always  supposed  him  to  be  the  projector  of  tbe 
•nterprise,  from  the  circomstance  of  big  having  been 
•ntnuted  with  its  execution.  There  could  oe  no 
other  good  reason  asBigned  for  tbe  preference  given 
him,  in  the  presence  of  older  officers.  I  am  under 
the  impreasioD  that  Commodore  Decatur  was  the 
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first  to  suggest  the  re-capture  of  the  frisalo  FhBi^ 
delphia." 

Oommodora  Ghoime^  u^: 

"  I  state  that  I  was  not  In  tbe  Vediterranean  when 
the  Philadelphia  was  destroyed,  bat  I  joined  tbe 
squadron  soon  after,  and  it  was  generally  nnder^ 
stood  among  tbe  officers  tbat'  tbe  plan  for  her  de- 
struction originated  with  Decatur ;  and  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  it  was,  in  consequenee,  entrwted  to  his 
management.  I  acted  under  this  iiapiearioB  when 
I  urged  on  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Smtj  the  pro- 
priety of  i»-omoting  tlie  gallant  Decatur  to  the  nak 
of  Post  Captain." 

Captain  Bidgely  says : 

*'  I  have  a  most  distinct  recollection  of  all  tbe 
circumstances  attending  tbe  preparation  for  bunung 
the  Phnadelpbia,  and  I  Dave  no  heidtatloa  in  aaying 
thai  tiie  whwe  originated  with  Commodore  Decatur 
— It  was  he  who  snggestcd  to  the  late  Commodore 
Fnble  tbe  poariUUty  of  the  enterprise." 

Captain  Crane  says : 

"My  reeollectlaiia  are  very  lUstinot  relative  to  the 
recapture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  It  has  olwaja 
been  my  belief  that  Commodore  Decatur  planned, 
as  wen  as  executed  the  enterfH^se.** 

Commodore  Bodgers  says : 

"  I  had  always  supposed  tbe  plan  by  which  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  was  destroyed  was  projected  by 
Commodore  Decatur." 

In  eliding  for  Decatur  the  tnerit  of  sng- 
gesting  the  daring  scheme  which  he  afterwards 
so  noUy  carried  mto  effect,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion in  the  smallest  degree  to  detract  from  the 
merit  of  Commodore  ^ble,  who  incurred  the 
heavy  renKnulbiUty  ofvtjusdamag  the  enter- 

Srise.  The  oomnunder  of  the  amiadroD,  in 
eterminiag  to  commit  to  Decatur  the  conanet 
of  the  expedition,  waa  not  nnn^dfid  of  the 
extreme  hazard  of  the  undertaking.  He  wdl 
knew  that  ita  sneceBB  wonld  entirely  depend  on 
the  celerity,  secrecy,  and  gallantry  of  its  exe- 
cution ;  and,  conceiving  uat  any  attempt  to 
bring  out  tbe  frigate  most  be  attended  with  ex- 
traorainary  hazard  to  tbe  captors,  and  possibly 
expose  the  vessel  to  the  risk  of  being  re-cap- 
tnred — and  believing  that  the  destruction  of 
tbe  Philadelphia  would  sufficiently  restore  the 
balance  of  power  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his 
operations  against  Tripoli,  snccessfnUy — and 
being,  perhaps,  moreover,  of  opinitm  that  tho 
destraoti<Hi  of  tbe  frigate,  under  the  Terr  eyea 
of  the  Turks,  was  calculated  to  make  a  de^er 
and  more  luting  impreision  on  ttieir  foroei^ 
even  tluu  her  re-cq>ture,  he  resolved  that  ab* 
should  be  destro^;  and,  therefore,  iasoed 
peremptory  orders,  "  that,  in  case  of  success 
Decatur  should  be  sure  to  set  fire  to  the  gun- 
room, berths,  cook-pit,  store-room  forward, 
berths  on  tbe  berth-deck,"  and  then,  after 
"blowing  out  her  bottcan,**  to  abandon  her. 
In  looking  at  these  orders  of  Commodore  Pre- 
ble, I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  th«r  re- 
markable tone.  In  every  part  of  them  be  nses 
a  luigaage  which  ono  hero  mi^t  be  aoppoeed 
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to  use  to  another,  by  whom  all  dangers  and 
difficulties  were  to  be  tr«mpl«d  on  as  nothing. 
With  the  utmost  preciuon,  be  instructs  Decatur 
to  proceed  to  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  to  enter  it 
in  the  nighty  to  board  the  "  Philadelphia,"  to 
carry  every  thing  by  the  sword,  and,  havina 
caused  her  entire  destruction,  to  return  and 
report  to  bim  I  As  if  the  execution  of  such  an 
oruer,  by  a  lieutenant  and  seventy  men,  in  a 
smiil  ketch,  under  the  fire  of  several  hundred 
nieces  of  cannon,  was  a  matter  of  course  I 
The  tesl  state  <rf  th«  GoiiimodoN*s  feeling 
however,  peep  out  in  the  ocHiolurion,  when,  id 
spite  of  nu  tone  of  confidence,  he  commends 
uie  Uttle  bond  to  the  protection  of  Heaven, 
and  "  Vay  God  prosper  you  in  the  enterprise  I " 
But,  to  return  to  the  expedition.  Decatur 
soiled  from  Syracuse,  vhere  the  American 
squadron  then  la^,  on  the  Sd  of  Febrnary,  in  a 
small  ketch,  of  sixty  tons,  called  the  Intrepid, 
with  about  seventy  officers  and  men,  all  volun- 
teers, accompanteid  by  the  schooner  Syren, 
ocoumanded  by  lieutenant  (now  Commodore) 
Stewart,  to  whom  was  as»gned  the  duty  of 
supporting  him  with  the  boats  of  the  Syren, 
and  covering  his  n^reaL  After  several  days  <^ 
very  tempestuous  weather,  he  arrived  off  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  and,  ou  the  ni^t  of  the 
16ib,  proceeded  Into  the  harbor,  ran  up  along- 
nde  OT  the  Philadelphia,  (moored  as  I  have  de- 
scribed,) boarded,  and  carried  her,  after  a  short 
but  severe  conflict,  on  the  decks  of  the  frigate 
in  which  upwards  of  twenty  Turks  were  lulled 
on  the  spot^  and  the  rest  driven  below  or  over- 
board. At  this  critical  period,  Lieatenont  De- 
catur found  himself  in  quiet  possession  of  his 
prize — not  a  gun  had  been  fired — the  alarm 
had  not  yet  boen  spread,  and  it  was  tlie  opinion 
of  the  pilot  who  conducted  the  expedition,  as 
well  as  of  several  naval  officers,  acquainted 
with  the  drcumstonoes,  and  (the  committee 
have  been  assured)  of  Decatur  himself^  that  the 
vessel  might  have  been  brought  out  of  the 
harbor  in  safety ;  and,  if  that  had  heen  accom- 
plished, the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
would,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  been  en- 
titJod  to  the  full  value  of  the  frigate,  certainly 
equal  to  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. But  the  peremptory  orders  of  his  com- 
manding officer,  prevented  the  attempt;  and 
haring  deliberately  set  fire  to  the  vesseX  in  the 
very  manner  poiated  out  in  his  orders,  and, 
having  remained  on  board  until  the  flames 
**  burst  out  of  the  port-holes,  and  had  reached 
the  rig^ne  and  the  tops,"  he  finally  abandoned 
her,  bnnging  off  the  whole  of  his  crew,  under 
A  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries  and  the  riiip- 
,  pinfft  without  the  loss  of  a  ungle  man  I 

To  attempt,  Vr.  President,  a  eulogy  of  an 
exploit  like  this,  would  be  a  vtHn  and  fruitless 
efiort.  I  must  borrow  the  lai^nage  of  others, 
A  gallant  officer,  now  no  more,  assures  us  that 
it  acquired  for  Decatur  the  meritorious  appel- 
lation of  "  the  terror  of  the  foe."  In  the  fan- 
0iage  ofyour  committee,  it  was  an  achievement, 
«ie°*  gwantry  oi  wUch  has  very  aeldcmi  been 
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equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  the  worid."  And,  in  the  officiid  de> 
snatches  of  Commodore  Preble,  it  is  declared 
ttiat  "  its  merit  can  hardly  be  snfRcieotly  esti- 
mated— it  is  above  all  pr^se."  To  thii^  sir, 
there  Is  nothing  to  be  added. 

*But,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  dwell,  for  a 
moment  on  the  consequences  of  this  victory, 
and  the  benefits  which  the  country  has  derived 
from .  it  The  Tripolitan  war  of  1604  has 
always  been  considered  as  having  contributed 
laigeiy  in  laying  the  firandation  of  the  naval 
glory  of  this  country.  It  kindled  that  spirit 
among  our  young  naval  men,  which  has,  on 
every  occasion,  blazed  forth  with  so  much  lus- 
tre. It  elevated  the  American  naval  character 
in  the  eyes  of  foreign  notions,  and  inspired 
among  onr  officer^  uiat  confidence  in  them- 
selves, which,  at  the  commencement  of  tiie  late 
war,  (when  it  was  feared  that  our  ships  would, 
in  a  few  months,  be  absolutely  swept  from  the 
ocean,)  enabled  them  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
equal  fight,  and  to  achieve  so  many  proud  vic- 
tories on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  From  that 
dork  hour  when  Decatur,  in  a  small  ketch,  with 
sixty  men,  illnmined  the  Castie  of  Tripoli  with 
the  blaze  the  Philadelphia,  the  whole  career 
of  onr  Kavy  (with  but  a  single  exception)  has 
been  a  series  of  daring  enterprises  and  hrilHant 
achievements.  Its  path  has  been  a  flood  of 
glory.  But  it  is  in  the  effects  of  the  destmo- 
tion  of  the  Philadelphia  upon  the  Turks,  that 
I  woold  at  tUs  time  more  especially  in^ 
upon.  It  is  emphatically  stated  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  no  doubt  Justly,  that  it  is  to  the 
profound  impression  produced  by  this  and  other 
exploits  in  the  Tripolitan  war,  (especially  the 
affair  of  the  gun-boat,  in  which  Decatur  was 
again  so  pronuy  distinguished,)  that  the  com- 
merce 01  this  country  ts  indebted  for  a  greater 
exemption  from  depredations,  on  the  part  of 
Turkudi  omisers,  than  has  been  experienced 
any  other  nation,  and  that  when  difficulties 
have  ocenrred,  they  have  been  Bc(JnBted  with 
unexampled  celerity,  and  at  an  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure  altogether  insignificant, 
compared  with  that  to  which,  under  ^ilar 
circumstances,  the  greatest  maritime  powers  <^ 
Europe  have  been  subjected.  In  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  this  position,  and  to  show  how 
largely  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  con- 
tributed to  produce  these  results,  I  b^  leave  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  facts.  It  is  stated  by  Dr. 
Ridgely,  formerly  surgeon  of  the  Philadelphia, 
in  a  docnment,  on  the  table  of  every  Senator, 
that 

"  He  bu  a  distinct  and  indelible  UbprMsIoo  of  the 
leading  events  of  hts  {mprisonment  The  Pscba  and 
bis  court  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  exultation 
ou  the  ewture  of  the  frigate  ndladel[dua.  It  was 
a  Jubilee  w  TripoU.  So  extimvagant  were  bis  ciIcih 
lations,  that  ho  would  not  listen  to  any  proposal  of 
peace  and  ransom  for  a  less  sum  than  one  million  of 
dollafs.  Is  this  condition  of  affairs,  it  would  have 
been  impolitlo  to  bare  opened  a  negotiation.  It 
would  have  been  regarded  ss  on  evidence  of  Son 
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•Qd  imbecility.  This  tone  of  confidence  and  tri- 
umph continued,  until  the  daring  enterprise,  led  on 
by  your  gallant  and  lamented  hoEbaod,  illuminated 
his  castle  with  the  blaze  of  his  tropby.  The  sensa- 
tion produced  by  the  acbierement  was  Indescribable 
•~HMHistemation  and  dismay  were  deleted  on  every 
&ce.  Sut  the  best  evidence  of  its  impression  was 
the  frequent  conferences  of  the  Pacha  with  the  con- 
suls, his  undisguised  deidre  to  make  peace,  and  his 
proposition  to  that  effect,  on  terms  much  more  mod- 
erate— I  think  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
terror  ins|dred  by  the  n-<Kptme  and  oonflagration, 
Qnonued  by  the  attack  of  the  gun^boata,  on  the 
third  of  August,  1604,)  was  fUt  during  the  war,  and 
its  influence  was  acknowledged  when  the  treaty  of 
peace  was  Blgned.'* 

Sach  were  the  immediate  effects  of  this  ex- 
ploit But  they  ceased  not  with  the  war — wo 
no  bnger  pay  tribnte.  Oar  seamen  and  our 
ships  in  the  Mediterranean  have,  for  wwarda 
of  twenty  years,  eqjoyed  as  mucli  freedom 
among  the  "  licensed  pirates"  of  the  Hedlter- 
ranean,  as  on  our  own  coasts.  Until  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  I  believe  no  depredations 
on  oar  commerce,  of  any  consequence,  had 
been  ooramitted  by  any  of  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Being  thus  led  to  believe  that  our  ships  would 
nece^arUy  be  annihilated  in  that  contest^  our 
rights  were  violated  by  Algiers,  Tripoli,  and 
Tunis.  The  moment  pence  was  made  with 
England,  our  Government  determined  promptly 
to  redr^  these  wrongs,  and  Decatur  was  de-* 
spiked  for  that  porpose.  with  three  frigates, 
one  doop,  one  brig,  and  uiree  schooners.  His 
was  but  the  van  of  a  larger  squadron  destined 
tor  that  service.  But,  air,  his  name  alone  ac- 
complished t^e  object  at  once,  ^imost  without 
cost,  and  withont  bloodshed.  Sir,  it  is  almost 
incredible,  it  is  a  fact,  unparalleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  warfiitre,  that  in  fifty  days  after  the 
squadron  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  a  treaty  was 
signed  between  Alaiera  and  the  United  States, 
which  included  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  In  that  short  space  of 
time,  Decatur  "  had  cruised  in  the  Hediterra- 
nean,  fought  and  captured  a  Turkish  frigate 
And  some  smaller  vessels,  kilted  the  Algerine 
Admiral,  sailed  into  the  harbor  of  AJgiers,  and 
ratified  a  treaty  at  tho  cannon's  month."  From 
AMen  he  proceeded  to  Tunis,  and  innsted  on 
and  instantly  obtained  payment  for  American 
property,  (to  the  valne  of  near  60,000  dollars,) 
which  bad  been  cut  out  of  that  harbor  by  the 
Briti^.  From  Tunis  he  passed  on  to  Tripoli, 
and  there  effected  a  settlement  of  all  our  differ- 
ences, with  title  same  celerity  and  ease.  To 
show  that  in  the  extraordinary  success  which 
attended  thedl^  operations,  Decatur  was  aided 
by  the  impression  of  his  own  great  name  and 
his  former  exploits,  I  will  read  a  few  lines  fVom 
the  statement  of  a  gentleman,  then  American 
Otmsnl  at  Tunis,  who  tells  us  "  he  was  on  the 

Sot  at  the  time,  and  perceived  the  eflbot  of 
at  infltnnce."  He  thus  describes  the  inter- 
view between  Hm  Bef  and  the  messenger  of 
the  Commodore: 


"Tell  your  Admiral  to  ctune  ashore  and  see  me,'* 
eaid  the  Bey.  "  Be  declines  coming,  your  highness, 
until  these  disputes  are  settled,  which  are  best  done 
on  board  shlp.^  "  But  this  is  not  treating  me  with 
becoming  dignity ;  Hamada  Pacha,  of  blessed  mem- 
ory, commanded  them  to  land  and  await  at  the  pal- 
ace until  he  pleased  to  receive  them."  "Very 
likely,  your  highoess,  but  that  was  twenty  yearssgo." 
'*  This  Admiral  is  the  same  one  who,  in  the  wmr 
with  Badi  Yusef,  of  Trablis,  burnt  the  frifimtc  ? " 
"The  same.'*  "Hum!  why  do  they  send  wild 
young  men  to  treat  for  peace  with  old  Fowenf 
thm  you  Araerh^DS  don't  speak  truth ;  yon  went 
to  war  with  England,  a  nation  with  a  great  fleet, 
and  said  you  took  tiidr  frigates  in  equal  fight ;  aa 
honest  peoide  always  speak  truth.**  "  Weil,  sir,  and 
that  was  true.  Bo  you  see  that  tall  ship  in  the  bay, 
with  a  blue  flag,  (the  Guerriere  f )  that  was  taken  fiora 
the  British ;  that  one  near  the  small  island,  (the 
If  acedonian,)  was  ako  captured  on  equal  terms ;  that 
sloop  near  &pe  Cartbsce,  (the  Pracock,)  was  alio 
taken  In  battle."  The  Bey  laid  down  his  telestrope, 
reposed  on  his  cushions,  snd  with  a  small  tortofec- 
shell  comb,  set  with  diamonds,  combed  his  beard. 

A  small  vessel  got  under  weigb,  and  came  near 
the  batteries;  a  pinnace  with  a  few  men  rowed 
about  the  harbor,  and  one  person,  dressed  in  the 
garb  of  a  sailor,  was  taking  eouodincs — it  was  De- 
catur. "Tell  the  Admiral  to  land,  said  the  Bey, 
"  and  all  shall  be  settled  to  his  satL>&ction,"  which 
was  done. 

The  rapidity  and  success  with  which  Deca- 
tur brought  to  a  conclusion  our  differences 
with  three  of  the  BwIhut  States,  forms  a  rtrik- 
ing  contrast  with  the  difficulties  experienced 
almost  immediately  afterwards  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  Holland,  and  more  recently  by  France, 
in  settling  their  disputes  with  one  of  them. 
J^ot  many  months  oftcr  Decatur  had  conclnded 
his  treaty  with  Tripoli,  Lord  Exmouth,  in  com- 
mand of  the  combined  British  and  Dutch  fleets, 
endeavored  to  accomplish  the  same  thing,  and 
what  was  the  result  f  "With  a  force  consisting 
of  five  ships  of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  and  a 
great  number  of  smaller  vessels,  he  was  hardly 
able,  after  a  most  bloody  battle,  (in  which  lie 
lost  150  men  killed,  and  had  700  wounded,)  to 
extort  a  peace,  on  terms  less  advantageous  than 
those  which  Decatur  had  olitalned  In  a  fev 
hours,  "  without  the  sacrifice  of  a  ringle  life, 
or  the  loss  of  a  spar  or  a  rope.**  And  evm 
now,  while  I  am  speaking,  a  powerfhl  French 
fieet,  which  has  been  engaged  for  months  in 
vtun  attempts  to  extort  peace  fnm  the  Eamo 
nation,  has  nothing  to  boast  of  hot  a  siurie 
drawn  battle.  It  has  been  remarked,  sir,bj 
one  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  "  that 
the  greatest  statesmen  of  the  last  war  were  tbo 
heroes  of  our  army  and  navy,**  and  I  think  I 
may  add  that  they  have  proved  themselves,  oa  • 
more  than  one  occasion,  our  ablest  negotiators. 

'Without  dwelling  longer  on  this  topic,  I  will 
come  directly  to  the  inquiry,  whether  any,  and 

any,  wliat  pecrniiaiy  reward  is  now  dne  ta 
the  captors  of  tlra  FhOadelplila  Y  On  thia 
branch  of  the  sulfiect,  dr,  I  Mopt  as  my  own 
the  views  of  the  committee.  At  Uie  time  of 
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the  CApture  of  the  Philadelplua,  the  navy  was 
yonng,  and  it  waa  the  opinion  of  many,  even 
of  oar  wisest  stateBinen.  that  it  was  not  tibe 
tme  policy  of  the  United  Btatoa  to  strengthen 
tiiis  arm  of  the  national  defence.  The  system 
which  has  sinoe  been  introdnoed,  and  which 
seems  now  to  nnite  all  safiVagea  in  its  favor, 
had  not  jet  been  established,  and  appropriate 
rewards  for  distingnished  serrices  haa  not  been 
provided.  Ooneress,  therefore,  tboush  appre- 
ciating -very  hignlythe  valor  and  good  conanct 
of  Decatur,  and  his  gallant  associates,  con- 
tented tbemselTCS  with  bestowing  mere  hon- 
orary rewards,  unless  it  can  be  considered  as 
an  exception  to  the  remark,  that  they  devoted 
two  months*  pay  to  the  officers  and  men ; 
which,  it  la  understood,  the  fcmner  nnani- 
monsly  declined  to  receiT&  When,  at  a  later 

Ssrioa,  however,  the  pet^e  of  the  United 
tatea  oame  to  Uel  and  acknowledge  the  im- 
portanoe  of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence — 
when  onr  officers  and  men  were  every  day 
covering  themselves  and  thoir  connb7  with 
glory,  a  better  and  more  liberal  spirit  spmng 
up,  and  was  cherished,  towards  thb  long- 
ne^ected  department  of  the  public  service. 
Prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  the 
Oonstitation,  we  believe,  no  case  had  occurred 
in  which  a  pecuniary  reward,  for  a  naval  vic- 
tory, bad  been  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 
A  share  in  the  thing  captured  was  all  that  the 
laws  or  usages  d  ue  ooanti7  allowed :  and, 
if  tliat  perished  in  the  oonU<^  tlie  Ticttws  vent 
without  their  reward.  When,  however,  the 
navy  had  fong^t  itself  into  fitvor,  and  pnr 
naval  heroes  came  to  be  regarded  with  the 
gratitnda  and  affi»ction  which  ooald  no  longer 
be  withheld,  the  rule  was  adopted  of  paying, 
out  of  the  public  purse,  for  vessels  destroys 
in  battle;  and  the  principle  is  now  settled, 
from  the  nniform  practice  of  the  Government, 
for  fourteen  years,  ^t  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion is  to  be  allowed  for  vessels  sunk  in  battle, 
or  necessarily  destroyed  in  consequence  of  in- 
juries received  in  the  conflict.  Conceiving, 
theref<Mre,  that  it  is  the  established  policy  and 
lettied  praotioe  of  the  Government,  to  allow 
oompeosatlon  in  all  meih  oases,  though  they  do 
not  come  within  the  provisions  of  Uie  price 
aeta^  the  qnestion  now  presmts  itsdf^  whether 
the  same  liberal  prinrlple  ooght  not  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  oMtt  of  the  PfailadelphiiL  uid 
whether  compensation  is  not  as  Justly  due  to 
the  captors  oi  that  vessel  as  to  the  captors  of 
the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  or  of  the  gun-boat 
destroyed  on  Lake  Ontario?  On  tins  point, 
the  committee  were  dearly  and  nnaoimously 
ot  opinion,  that  botii  Justice  and  policy  concur 
in  support  of  the  claim.  Where  all  the  facts 
are  notorioas,  and  the  merit  of  the  claimants  is 
ooofeasedlj  of  the  highest  order,  the  Govern- 
ment ooght  not  to  avwl  itself  at  tiw  mere  lapse 
ot  time ;  nor  can  I  oonoelve  any  sound  reason 
why  a  rale,  founded  on  jostioa  and  enlarged 
prmeiples  of  pnUio  policy,  shoald  not  be  e^ 
tended  to  tbose  who  have  achieved  a%aal  tIo- 


tones,  before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  I 
oome  to  the  oonolusion,  thwefore,  with  great 
confidence,  and  I  know  the  Senate  will  eonour 
with  me,  that  a  reasonable  compensation  ought 
now  to  be  granted  to  the  captors  of  the  FluU> 
delphio. 

I  proceed  next  to  con^der  the  amount  which 
ought  to  be  granted.  On  this  point  I  propose 
to  look  to  precedents,  all  of  which  are  collected 
and  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  oommittee. 
On  examining  these,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
amount  granted  by  Congress,  for  vessels  burnt, 
or  destroyed  in  battle,  varied  from  one-fourth 
to  the  foil  value  of  the  vessel  so  destroyed.  In 
the  cases  of  tlie  Java  and  Guerriere,  about  one- 
fourtii  was  allowed,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Brit- 
ish ilom-of-war  Ilbrmes,  destroyed  in  the  at- 
tack on  fort  Boiner,  her  Aill  value  was  paid 
to  the  garriscm.  Without  examining  all  of  tiie 
precedents,  there  is  one  to  which  I  will  call  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Senate.  During  the 
operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  carried  on  by 
Commodore  Channcey,  a  British  gun-boat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  was  destroys  by  two 
barges,  under  the  command  of  Lieut  Gregory. 
For  this  exploit  no  reward  was  ever  claun«d 
by  the  gallant  officer  who  achieved  it.  But 
some  years  afterwards,  one  of  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  that  affair,  come  here  and  presented 
a  claim  to  Congresa^  The  snl^ect  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  of  which  a  distinguished  Sen*- 
tor  from  Uaasaohnsetts  (no  longer  a  member  of 
this  House)  was  chairman,  and  of  which  I  had 
the  honw  to  he  a  member.  The  sniyeot  wae 
folly  ianstigated ;  all  the  precedents  exam- 
ined, and  a  bill  reported  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  three  thousand  dollars,  which  was  cer- 
tified by  Commodore  Channcey  to  be  the  full 
value  of  tiie  gun-boat,  to  Lieutenant  Gregory 
and  his  party.  Here,  then,  it  will  be  perceived 
that,  if  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  found  itself  constrained,  by  the  peooniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  to  grant  to  the 
captors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java  only 
one-fourth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  de- 
stroyed— after  the  oondnsion  of  peace,  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  of  tbe  country  and 
oi  tlie  treasury,  they  have  not  heritated  to 
grant  Uie  flill' value.  Viewing  tiie  sol^eot  in 
all  its  bearings ;  taking  into  oonrideraticni  the 
extraordinary  merit  of  the  achievement  i  the 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  granting  oom- 
pensation ;  and  tiie  small  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  the  enterprise;  it  has  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lan  would  be  a  reasonable  sum  to  be  now 
granted  to  the  ciq[>tor8  of  the  Philadelphia. 
The  only  remaning  point  to  be  considered  is, 
tiie  pFoper  distribution  of  that  amount.  On 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  committee  have 
experienced  some  embarrassment.  The  case 
does  not,  in  thia  resped^  oome  within  either 
the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  prize  act.  That 
act  provides  for  we  distribution  irf  the  yro- 
ceoda  of  TessoU  captured  and  oondenmed. 
Wbeie  nnds  have  men  destroyed,  the  oi^kon 
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can  onlr  be  eonqwnwted  by  Tlrtoe  of  ipecUl 
acts  of  CoDgresa,  and  under  rach  proTisionii  aa 
may  be  adapted  to  tlie  peculiar  ciroumatancei 
of  each  particular  case.  The  mode  of  distribu- 
tion prescribed  by  the  prize  act,  is  most  obvi- 
onsly  (4>plicable  only  to  a  fbll  crow.  In  regti- 
lating  the  proportions  of  prtxe-money  which 
the  ooptainf  a  mid^ipman,  and  a  oonunon 
sailor  shoald  receive  in  a  frigate  of  44  guns,  it 
is  manifest  that  the  calculation  must  be  founded 
on  the  idea,  that  there  would  be  a  certain  num- 
ber tit  midshipmen,  as  well  as  of  aailors,  on 
bMrd  of  such  a  ship :  for,  otherwise,  if  tiiero 
were  but  one  midshipman,  for  instance,  he 
m^t  leeelTO  more  than  his  oomraander. 
Worn  ftis  Tiew  of  the  subject,  It  is  clear  that  a 
rule  (rf  distribution  propefly  applicable  to  a 
foil  crew,  cannot  be  justly  applied  to  a  skele- 
ton crew,  filiiog  np  none  of  the  classes  arranged 
In  tiie  pme  acts.  The  capture  of  a  frigate  of 
the  largest  class,  by  a  lieutenant  and  VO  men,  in 
a  small  Icetch,  is  so  out  of  the  usual  coarse,  and 
■o  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calculation,  that 
the  Tei7  existence  of  such  an  extraordinary 
case  seems  to  prodnce  the  necesnty  of  provid- 
ing a  new  rule  for  the  case  itself;  and,  in  the 

S resent  instance,  this  can  be  the  more  readily 
one,  as  the  proposed  grant  is  not  founded  on 
the  law,  but,  rerting  entirely  on  the  liberality, 
may  be  related  by  the  aonnd  discretion,  of 
OoDgress.  After  looking  carefblly  into  tiie 
subject,  and  oonralting  experienced  naval  offi- 
een,  the  committee  could  not  discoTer  any 
more  equitable  rule  of  distribution  ttian  that 
recmnmended  by  the  Ifavy  Commissioners, 
Tiz :  that,  after  reserving  for  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  squadron  one-twentieth  of  the 
whole  sum,  the  residue  he  divided  among  the 
offloers  and  men  in  the  same  relative  propor- 
tions which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew  of 
the  Intrepid  had  consisted  of  the  same  number 
as  that  of  the  fiigate  Philadelphia  at  the  time 
her  capture  by  the  Tripolitans, 
Ibr.  H.,  in  oonclnsiw),  said  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  was  prepared  In  ooofonnity 
with  the  views  he  had  snlnnitted  to  tiie  Senate^ 
and  he  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
country  would  this  day  pay  in  part  that  debt 
<^  gratitude  so  justly  due  to  the  captors  of  the 
I%Qadelphia,  and  which  had  remained  so  long, 
not  only  unsatisded,  but  almost  unacknowl- 


fhe  motion  to  re-commit  was  rejected  by  the 
following  vote : 

TxAS. — ^Hessrs.  Bateman,  Bell,  Berrien,  Cham* 
bora.  Chandler,  Chase,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Koigbt,  Macon, 
Noble,  Raggles,  Thomas,  Tyler,  WUlisms— 15. 

Mats.— Heasrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Boa* 
BrsDch,  IHokerson,  ElUs,  Foot,  Harrfaon, 
Mjne,  Bendricks,  Johnson  of  Eeotuckj,  Johnston 
of  LoiiWana,  Kane,  King,  UcKinlcy,  McLane, 
Parria,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Kldgely,  Sejmour,  Sils- 
bee,  Smith  of  Karylana,  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Taaewell,  Van  Buren,  White,  WiUey,  Woodbury 

-  Hie  questkm  was  taken  on  the  notion  «f 


Hr.  Hatkk,  for  filling  the  serenl  Umka  of  1h« 
bill,  and  it  was  agreed  ta 

Ur.  Siirm,  of  Bouth  CaroUna,  offered  th« 
f(dlowittg  proviso  to  the  hiU-^hioh  was  agreed 
to: 

iVavMfd;  That  tiie  Aeeonntlof  OOessa  dsdl  la 
no  instance  pay  over  any  porlJoa  <rf  the  measyi 
herein  appropriated  to  any  other  ysrson  or  penone 
wbomsoeTer,  the  distributive  ghMe  due  to  tlw  prop- 
er persona  b«tin  provided  for,  to  any  otiier  per- 
son or  persona  whomsoever,  4lian  to  him,  her,  or 
them,  for  whom  It  Is  aniropriated,  or  to  his,  ber, 
or  their  legal  retveseotatiTe  or  repwsentativea^  first 
fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  said  acconnting 
officers.  Kor  shall  any  contract,  bargun,  or  bUo, 
of  any  such  distributive  share  to  any  other  permt 
w  persons  be  in  anywise  obligatory  on  the  Tender, 
but  ahall  be  held  to  be  null  and  void,  to  alt  fatenta 
and  purposes. 

IContAT,  Febmaiy  11. 
Cation  of  ikt  Philad^pkia. 

[The  UU  for  the  idlcf  of  Mrs.  SoBSB  Seeatiir  and 
others,  was  taken  ap. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passsd, 
and  sent  to  the  Bouse.] 

Pown  o/tJU  Vict  JPre*idMt-~£igJa  to  CaU  « 
Senator  t»  Ordgr^Bight  ^  tils  Anofep  to 
Apptal, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Hidgxlt,  ^  Senatojxo- 
oeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  oi  the 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  of  the 
Benato;  when  the  amendmoits  rqxvted  Xnj 
the  oommlttee  were  aeverally  read  ud  agreed 
to. 

Ur.  TADnmx  rose  to  inquire  of  the  ohur- 
man  of  the  committee,  whether  the  6th  and  7th 
rules  had  been  conshiered,  and  whether  the 
cmnmittee  proposed  any  alteration  in  them. 
Mr.  T.  refened  to  a  deddon  made  in  reJaUon 
to  those  rules  by  the  Vloe  Preadent  two  yean 
ago.  Ur.  T.  tboqght  then,  and  atill  thoti|^t» 
that  the  decision  of  the  Vke  President  was 
correct  The  Vice  President,  in  hia  opinion, 
had  not  the  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  oraer  for 
words  spoken  in  debate — it  was  a  powM*  that 
ought  not  to  be  given  him. 

Mr.  RnmiLT,  in  reply,  stated  thiU  these 
rules  (the  6th  and  7th)  had  been  conudered  by 
the  committee,  who  were  of  opinim  that  no 
alteration  in  them  was  necessary  jot  expedient, 
and  tiiat  the  deciuon  under  them  itf  the  Yioe 
President,  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, was  snbstanlially  correct. 

Ur.  Knto,  a  member  of  the  committer  made 
an  explanation  aunilar  to  that  of  Ur.  B1MISI.T. 
He  had  no  donbt,  In  liia  own  mind,  that  the 
deeiu«i  d  the  President,  Just  aUnded  tu^  waa 
a  oorreot  one.  There  was  one  member  of  the 
committee,  however,  who  difibred  in  (^ni<n 
with  the  mi^rity  in  regard  to  these  rules,  and 
who  had  proposed  an  alteratuHi  of  them.  He 
wcsi  hovem,  ovamiled  hj  the  deduou  <tf 
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fhe  other  members  of  the  oommittee,  who 
thought  it  best  that  the  rules  should  reinaia  as 
they  were. 

Mr.  Foot  declared  hinuelf  to  be  the  monber 
of  the  committee  aUaded  to,  who  had  proposed 
the  amendment  to  the  6th  rule;  and  after 
beioK  called  opoo  in  this  manner,  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  propose  the  same  amendment  for 
the  constderalioa  of  the  Senate ;  and  should 
assign  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer 
that  amendment  in  tiie  committee,  and  which 
he  now-  felt  it  his  dutr  to  ai:ge  before  the  Sen- 
ate^ hi  fiiTOF  (tf  its  adc^oo.  Sir,  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  has  stated  vuy  correctly  the 
proceedings  oi  the  committee  on  the  snt^t 
13m  roles  of  the  Senate  are  liaw  in  nnmber, 
embracing  only  the  cases  in  which  the  Senate 
hare  thought  proper  to  depart  from  the  mles 
<tf  prooee£ng  u  Jefferson^s  Manual,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  bent  adopted  by  consent,  as  their 
guide  in  all  their  deliberations.  The  Cth  and 
7th  rules  of  the  Senate,  by  the  construction 
ven  by  the  present  preuding  officer,  hare  put 
entirely  out  of  the  power  of  any  person  to 
call  a  Senator  to  order  for  words  spoken,  ontil 
the  Senator  shall  have  finished  hts  speech. 
For,  if  the  presiding  officer  has  not  the  power, 
It  exista  in  no  om ;  for,  in  Jdforson's  Manual 
It  ia  laid  down  explicitly,  that  ''Offensive 
words  are  not  to  be  noUoed  until  the  member 
has  finished  his  speech,  then  they  are  to  be 
written  down."  It  appears  from  this,  that  these 
roles,  instead  of  facilitating  the  business,  are 
rady  calculated  to  produce  embarrassment; 
and  it  Is  rery  evident  thdt  such  has  been  their 
operation  in  relation  to  the  ease  to  which  the 
Benator  from  Virginia  (Mr,  Tazewell)  has  al- 
luded. And,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  rules 
should  eitlier  be  amended  so  as  to  recognize  in 
the  Preudent  the  power  to  call  to  order,  or 
that  they  should  he  expunged,  and  leave  the 
Mannal  for  onr  guide ;  for,  under  that  rule,  it 
is  made  the  doty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  call 
to  order :  for,  in  speaking  of  offensive  words  in 
debate^  he  aays,  "  saoh  prooeedinga  Mr.  Quak- 
er ought  to  suppress."  It  wonM  seem  from 
the  6th  rule,  as  if  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  the  President  shonld  call  to  order  for 
words  spoken,  because  the  member  is  required 
to  take  his  seat  until  the  President  decides 
whether  he  is  in  or  out  of  OTder.  And  if  called 
to  order  by  the  Prendent,  it  would  seem  nn- 
neoessary  tliat  he  should  take  his  seat  to  allow 
time  for  the  Preudent  to  decide ;  for  the  call 
to  order  would  of  course  be  a  decision  of  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  that  he  thought  the  Presi- 
dent ought  not  call  to  order.  He  shonld  sit 
in  his  seat  to  decide  between  tlie  members, 
and  he  ought  to  be  pore  and  unbiassed,  like  a 
judge  op(m  the  bench.  Or,  aidd  Mr.  U.,  sup- 
pose that  he  improperly  call*  to  ordw,  to 
whom  are  yon  to  appeal  t  He  is  to  decide ; 
therefore,  he  ought  to  keep  ^oof  from  the 
oaose  at  complaint,  and  not  be  the  originator 
of  the  call,  so  aa  to  judge  impartially  b^ween 
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the  omKwite  parties.  He  had  rather  have  it  so, 
than  alter  it. 

Hr.  Kino  here  read  the  6th  and  7th  rales, 
and  commented  on  the  effect  <rf  the  amend- 
ment as  propo«ed  1^  Mr.  Foot.  If  yo«  give, 
stud  Mr.  K.,  this  power  to  the  Vice  President, 
yon  clothe  him  with  the  most  tremendoos  and 
dangerous  power ;  a  power  no  less  than  that 
of  putting  an  end  to  debate ;  to  gag  a  member 
when  the  course  of  debate  is  not  consonant  to 
his  wishes  or  his  feelings.  He  would  suppose 
that  the  Vice  President  was  connected,  either  by 
interest  or  by  inclination,  with  those  in  the  ad- 
mioistration  of  tbeCtovemment,  he  would  then 
have  the  power  to  put  a  member  down  the 
moment  he  disonned  a  snlfjeot  tiiat  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  abroad  to  the  people — a  power 
which,  if  he  choee  to  exerciae  it,  wonld  moke 
him  the  veriest  tyrant  in  existence.  It  is  not 
necessary,  said  Mr.  K.,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  Senate  with  regulari^ 
and  decorom,  to  give  any  such  power.  He 
had  no  idea  of  snlfjecting  the  freedom  of  debate 
to  the  control  of  any  one  individual.  What- 
ever confidence  he  mi^t  have  in  the  present 
presiding  <^cer,  still  the  time  might  arrive 
when  this  power,  if  now  given,  would  he  found 
in  dangerous  hands.  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail.  He  repeated,  he  had 
every  ocmfidence  in  the  impartiality  and  oor- 
reotness  of  the  dedriona  of  uie  preswt  praid- 
ing  officer,  bnt  he  wished  to  gnttfd  agidnst  latj 
possible  contingency. 

Mr.  DioEEBSON  said  it  was  certain  that  any 
mem1)er  of  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  caU 
another  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
however  inoffensive  those  words  might  be; 
and  he  considered  it  equally  certain  that  tiie 
president  might  call  to  order-for  words  spokm 
in  debate,  when  those  words  might  bo  on  out- 
rage upon  the  decorum  of  tlie  Senate.  It  is 
the  duty  of  -the  presiding  ofHcer  to  preserve 
order.  The  power  to  do  this  most  be  an  in- 
herent one,  without  which,  the  duty  coold  not 
be  performed,  and  the  officer  could  not  preside. 
He  iiaa,  and  most  have,  so  much  power  as  to 
preserve  deoorom  in  the  Senate^  tnat  Uie  bod- 
nenmay proceed  withoat  interruption.  Two 
years  ago,  when  two  Senators,  by  the  violuiee 
of  their  remarks  upon  each  other,  totally  in- 
terrupted the  bnsinees  of  the  Senate,  they  were 
called  to  order  by  a  third  Senator,  who  waa 
directed  to  reduce  the  words  to  writing;  this 
he  refused  to  do,  as  it  was  no  concern  of  his. 

Mr.  Vak  Bubbit  sud  that  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  the  office  conferred  the  right  to  call 
to  order.  If  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President 
were  derived  from  the  constitntion,  as  nobody 
doubted,  he  knew  of  no  sanction  to  that  power, 
either  in  cases  of  irrelevancy  or  improprietr 
of  neech.  The  only  express  power  gruited 
by  the  conatitotion,  waa  tliat  of  givbig  the 
casting  vote.  This  amendmait  went  to  give 
him  another  power  not  cmtemplated  by  the 
constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the  constitu- 
tion liaa  i^OL  the  li^t  to  the  two  Honaee  to 
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make  roles  fbr  tiie  goTeniment  of  their  own 
members,  and  for  the  direction  of  their  prend- 
ing  officers.  He  thought  the  power  a  danaer- 
oos  one  to  plaoe  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice 
President.  It  was  never  tolerated,  and  it  was 
never  intended  to  be,  that  a  member  should  be 
pnt  down  because  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
chose  to  present  his  views  or  defend  his  princi- 
ples. Yet  this  might  happen,  under  tiie  disOTe- 
tion  which  would  be  given  hj  this  amendment. 
As  to  the  individuals  of  tiie  Senate,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  come, 
when  they  would  be  so  forgetful  of  their  own 
digDitjr,  imA  that  of  the  body,  as  not  to  call  to 
order  any  member  who  should  overstep  the 
bounds  of  decorum.  He  was  satined  With  the 
mle  as  it  was ;  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

Hr.  Bento:!  was  opposed  to  the  accnmula^ 
tion  of  unnecessary  power  in  irresponsible 
hands,  and  of  that  character  he  conceived  the 
present  motion  to  be.  Every  Senator  had 
now  the  right  to  call  to  order,  and  certainly 
forty-seven  Senators  were  enough  to  watch 
me.  It  could  not  be  necessary  to  increase  tlie 
number  to  forty-eight,  by  adding  the  Vice 
Prerident,  who  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  us. 
We  do  not  elect  faim,  and  we  cannot  displace 
him,  except  by  an  impeachment,  which  must 
be  instituted  in  the  other  House.  Nor  is  it 
safe  to  vest  the  power  of  restraining  debates 
in  an  officer  like  him,  not  concerned  in  the  de- 
bate, and  not  responsible  to  ns  for  the  exercise 
of  his  power.  He  may  abnse  this  power,  and 
we  are  without  remedy.  The  power  of  stop- 
ping a  member  in  debate— of  making  him  sit 
down  and  proceed  in  another  manner,  or  not 
proceed  at  all,  is  a  power  of  high  import.  The 
feelings  of  the  Senator  may  be  deeply  wounded 
by  it,  but  that  is  a  trifle  oompared  with  the 
i^ury  wlaeh  may  be  done  to  his  oonstitnents. 
A  debate,  vital  to  thdr  liberties,  might  be 
atoroed  and  terminated,  under  the  pretence  of 
otmfining  the  Speaker  to  a  particular  question ; 
and  the  ipjury  would  bo  without  remedy.  The 
Vice  President  holds  his  office  independent  of 
^e  will  of  the  body  over  which  he  presides, 
and  in  tliat  respect  differs  ftvm  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  all  other 
presiding  officers  to  which  he  has  been  lUcened. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
re^KHisible  to  the  body  over  which  he  presides. 
They  make,  and  tiiey  can  unmake  him,  and  he 
is  vested  with  powers  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  whidi  the  Senate  have  never  conferred 
upon  the  President  of  this  body.  But  the 
principle  invc^Tod  in  this  question  has  already 
been  oeoided  upon,  and  acted  <hi  fbr  two  years; 
I  allude  to  tiie  appointment  of  oommittees 
taken  awi^  from  the  President  of  this  body 
beoanse  he  was  not  responsible  to  us,  and  re- 
tained in  onr  own  hands,  although  it  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  the  power  had 
been  well  exercised.  The  admission  is  general, 
if  not  unanimous,  that  yon,  sir,  had  exercised 
tiiis  power  discroetiy  and  nnexoeptionably— 
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no  ottJection  was  taken  to  your  c<mduet-4t 
was  conceded  all  round  that  it  was  a  power  of 
a  nature  to  be  better  exercised  by  a  prendin^ 
officer  than  by  the  Senate  at  lai^ ;  but,  be- 
cause you  were  not  one  of  ns,  not  crested  by 
□s,  nor  responsible  to  us,  this  power  was  taken 
out  of  your  hands.  I  see  no  difference  in  the 
principle  of  the  two  cases,  and  &.ere  shall  be 
no  difference  in  my  conduct  upon  tiiem.  I 
voted  to  take  the  appointing  power  over  eom- 
mittees  out  of  your  hands,  because  yon  were 
not  one  of  ns,  and  I  oppose  your  right  to  stop 
me  in  debate,  for  a  real  or  supposed  utitade  of 
expression,  for  the  same  reason. 

Allusion  has  been  made^  sir,  to  past  scenes 
ihis  chamber,  when  a  Senator,  not  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body— one  whom,  I  am  proud  to 
say,  honors  me  with  the  name  of  fri»id,  (Mr. 
RAinwLpn,) — has  been  supposed  to  transcend 
the  jVeedom  of  debate,  and  yon,  sir,  were  cen- 
sured for  permitting  it.  According  to  the 
opinion  which  you  then  expressed,  and  which 
I  oononr  in,  you  had  no  power  to  call  to  order 
for  that  cause,  and  the  present  motion  goes 
upon  that  idea,  otherwise  it  would  nc^  be 
necessary  now  to  confer  this  jwwer.  Tbatyoa 
were  right  in  your  decision,  is  strongly  to  be 
Inferred,  from  the  feet,  that  of  forty-seven 
Senators  having  the  nndonbted  richt  to  call  to 
order  on  these  occasions,  no  one  did  it ;  and  if 
those,  whose  rights  were  unquestionable,  did 
not  act,  it  certainly  was  excusable  in  yo% 
whose  authority  was  at  least  doubtfbl,  to  fol- 
low their  example.  One  thing  is  cerbdn ;  if 
you  erred,  you  erred  on  the  side  of  liberty,  not 
of  authority ;  and  the  rarity  of  these  kind  of 
errors,  by  those  in  power,  should  give  them 
a  claim  to  our  respect,  when  they  do  occur. 
But  I  do  not  admit  there  was  an  error,  nor  do 
I  rest  tlie  vindication  of  my  friend  upon  •pr^ 
snmptnous  inferences  derivable  from  our  own 
conduct.  I  take  higher  ground,  and  say  thai 
nothing  whidi  we  have  ever  heard  from  that 
gentleman  on  this  floor,  in  reference  to  our 
President  and  his  Sectaries,  exceeded  in 
severity  and  violence  what  is  said  with  im- 
punity in  the  British  XVliament,  by  eommonen 
as  well  as  peers,  of  their  king  and  hia  minis- 
ters. 

I  have  some  acquaintance  with  the  debates 
of  the  British  Parliament — not  so  much  as  I 
ought  to  have— but  enough  to  bear  me  out  In 
the  msertion,  that  the  king  and  bis  ministera 
have  been  often  animadverted  upon,  in  bo& 
Houses  of  Parliament,  with  a  degree  of  severitrf 
which  the  SMQtleman  fOIuded  to  never  tran- 
scended on  this  floor,  in  any  thing  which  hes^ 
of  our  Prerident  and  his  Uinlsters.  I  meak 
what  has  oconrred  in  the  British  Parliament 
in  times  of  order  and  snbordination,  when  the 
Speakers  were  men  of  the  first  wdght  and 
dignity  of  character,  and  when  no  one  called 
them  to  order ;  and  I  mn.tt  be  permitted  to 
sny,  that  it  argues  badly  for  the  spirit  of  the 
times  in  our  country,  that  it  is  an  evil  omen 
for  bar  republican  insUtnttonSi  if  American 


^nSIMM  Cf  mm  not  /TMMHHa 


Digitized  by 


DBBATES  OF  OONGBESa 


60T 


FsBBCAaT,  183&] 

Senators  oamiot  be  u  free  with  their  Prendent 
and  Secretaries,  as  British  snhjects  maj  be 
with  their  monarch  and  his  prime  ministers. 
But  this  reproach,  sir,  does  not  lie  at  your 
door.  By  year  decision,  yon  prevented  the 
stain  from  sticking  to  your  skirts.  That  you 
were  right,  I  then  believed,  and  still  believe. 
£ven  upon  a  critical  construction  of  oar  own 
mloa,  leaving  oat  the  enlarged  considerationa 
which  governed  yoo,  yoar  decinon  will  stand 
the  test  of  the  severrat  soratinj.  Those  rules 
only  g^ve  yoa  a  power  to  dedde  after  the  qae»- 
tion  of  order  is  imsed  and  placed  before  yon. 
When  a  member  is  called  to  ordei^  his  words 
shall  be  taken  down  in  writing,  and  the  Presi- 
dent shall  decide.  This  is  the  rule.  Now  why 
reduce  to  writing,  except  to  inform  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  w<»m  excepted  to  f  And  why  in- 
form him,  if  he  alroauy  knows  them!  And 
wh^  ihake  another  decision,  if  he  had  already 
decided  in  the  fact  of  calling  to  order  t  The 
words  and  the  spirit  of  the  rule  go  upon  the 
idea,  that  one  member  is  to  accoso  uiother  of 
disorder,  and  that  yon,  as  a  disinterested  and 
impartiu  arbiter  are  to  decide  between  them. 
This  is  unfaTorable  to  the  spirit  of  our  instita- 
tion,  which  forever  separates  the  Auction  of 
the  judge  and  accuser,  and  so  may  they  remain 
on  tliis  floor  as  everywhere  else. 

lit.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Vice  President,  as  presiding  ofBcer  of 
the  Senate,  to  decide  agreeably  to  snch  rules 
and  r^nlations  as  shall  have  been  made  for  bis 
guidance.  In  the  House  of  Bepreseotatives 
the  presiding  officer  had  the  power  of  calling  a 
member  to  order  "  for  words  spoken,"  because 
ho  was  one  of  their  own  body,  elected  by 
themselves  to  preside  over  them,  and  amenable 
to  their  authority.  If  his  decisions  aro  unsat- 
isfbctory,  they  can  refuse  to  re-elect  him — but 
we,  rir,  have  no  snoh  power.  Oar  presiding 
officer  is  not  elected  by  iu-4ie  is  sent  here  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States^  and  totally  in- 
dependent of  01.  Mr.  S.  was  not  willing  to 
vest  either  the  Vice  Preudent  or  President 
pn  tern,  with  the  power  to  st(^  debate.  It  is 
a  tremendous  power — have  felt  it,  ar,  and 
never  shall  forget  it.  On  a  certain  oooosionf  in 
the  other  House,  a  report  was  presented  from 
one  of  the  Secretaries,  which  animadverted 
very  severely  on  Mr.  Gerry.  I  oodertook  to 
animadvert  on  the  report,  and  was  called  to 
order.  Unconscious  that  I  had  travelled  out  of 
tiie  record,  I  proceeded,  and  was  three  times 
called  to  order.  I  tiieu  inquired  why  I  was 
considered  to  be  ont  of  order  ? — and  was  told, 
by  the  Speller,  that  the  report  upon  which  I 
had  animadverted  most  not  be  owaidered  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  bnt  <^  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States.  That  I  could  not  pro- 
ceed :  for,  before  the  discosrion  commenced,  I 
had  been  called  ont  of  my  seat,  and  told,  by  a 
person  high  in  office,  that  the  President  re- 
quested that  the  report  might  not  be  consid- 
ered OS  his,  but  08  tne  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Ur.  Pre^den^  I  am  unwilUng  to  be  t 
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aoed  in  this  body,  differently  constituted  as  it 
from  the  other,  in  such  a  situation  as  I  then 
was,  to  be  stt^ped  in  the  coarse  of  my  argu- 
ment. There  were  high  party  times  then,  and 
high  party  vttmes  may  oome  again,  and  when- 
ever tney  do,  similar  outrage  may  (with  snch  a 
power)  be  committed.  And  where  will  be  the 
remedy }  Gentlemen  say,  in  the  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  President.  Aa  wpeall 
My  experience  has  taoght  me  to  know  uiot  aa 
appeal  is  not  worth  a  button.  T^e  majority 
will  always  rapport  the  Cludr,  right  or  wrong. 
An  appeal  was  taken  in  the  otfae  I  have  men- 
tionea,  and  the  mdmity  voted  with  the  Speak- 
er, and  always  wilL  An  ^ipeal  from  the  Chiur 
is  000  «e  freteria  nihil,  I  would  rather  be 
without  the  appeal. 

Mr.  MoLanb  oommenced  his  remarks  with 
an  apology  for  obtruding  bis  sentiments  upon 
the  Senate,  in  which  he  hod  so  recently  taken 
his  seat,  on  a  suhjeot  relating  to  their  rules  and 
orders.  Tho  amendment  speared  to  him 
directly  to  involve  the  power  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  and  prevent 
him  from  ^eakin^,  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate. He  had  ocnindered  that  mqectv  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Vioc  Freddoit  did  mot 
sesB  Bttch  power,  independent  of  or  accraoing 
to  the  existing  roles  « 1j}ie  Senate,  and  was  nn- 
willing  to  confer  soch  power  by  uy  alteration 
of  the  rules.  The  amendment,  by  its  tenns* 
oTOoedes,  and  the  mover,  with  a  commendable 
spirit  of  candor,  admits  that,  by  the  existing 
rules,  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Vice  President ;  and  so  far  as  thia 
admission  may  be  entitied  to  weight,  it  would 
place  the  proposed  change  on  grounds  of  expe- 
diency merely ;  but  the  argument  of  gentlemen 
had  taken  a  wider  scope,  had  asserted  bolder 
claims  to  power,  and  had  invested  the  Vice 
Prerideid  with  authority  to  step  a  Senator  in 
debate,  and  arrest  discnsrion  lor  the  use  ci, 
words  which  he  might  deem  irrelevant  or  dis- 
orderly. 

A  power  of  snch  ml^plitode,  so  vital  to  the 
dearest  jnivileges  ot  the  members  of  this  body, 
has  been  supptwed,  by  at  least  one  Senator,  in- 
herent in  ine  Vice  Preddait,  as  incident  to  his 
office  as  pre^cUng  officer  of  the  Senate  under 
the  constitution,  or  derived  from  the  rules  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Jeffers(m*B  "  Manual  of  Parlia- 
mentaiT  Practice."  He  denied  these  assertipna 
altc^her,  which  he  otHuidered  dangerous  in 
principle,  and  thouf^bt  it  perfectiy  plain,  that 
the  law  of  the  English  Parliament  could  have 
no  force  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
mn<^  less  that  they  could  control  the  privilege 
of  debate. 

That  the  Vioe  Freddent  was  not  a  metaber 

of  the  Senate ;  that  be  was  placed  here,  not  by 
the  body  itself  but  by  the  people  of  the  Uniteq 
States,  under  tiie  coiutitntioQ,  which,  by  speci- 
fyiog  certain  of  his  powers  and  limiUng  their 
extent,  by  a  fair  implication  excluded  all  oth- 
ers, had  already  been  safflmently  adverted  to. 
He  would  press  them  no  farther  than  to  re- 
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mark,  that  it  thenoe  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
clear  that  the  constitution  coald  not  have  de- 
seed to  subject  the  Senate  to  the  administra- 
tion of  an  officer,  without  other  rule  than  his 
arbitrary  will,  and  irresponsible  to  those  who 
might  become  the  objects  of  his  oppression. 
It  might  be  fairly  presumed,  he  said,  if  it  had 
not  been  expressly  provided,  that  an  authority 
thus  conferred  would  be  liable  to  the  regula- 
tion of  those  on  whom  it  was  to  be  exerted. 

The  doctrine  of  inherent  or  incidental  power, 
tf r.  KcL.  said,  was  ereiywhere  the  offspring  of 
urgent  necesrity,  and  belonged  to  no  fbuotions 
in  this  Gaverament,  unless  indispensable  to  Its 
existence.  In  regard  to  tibe  right  in  miestion, 
there  oertainly  could  be  no  pretence  for  nich 
necessity. 

If  the  Vice  President  poesessed  the  power  as 
incident  to  his  office,  it  would  be  the  gift  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  such  transcend  the  author- 
ity of  the  Senate.  There  could  be  no  limit  to 
such  power,  but  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  pre- 
ddiug  officer.  The  Senate  could  subject  it  to 
no  control ;  they  could  neither  prescribe  rules 
<Kf  order,  nor  tiie  circumstances  under  which 
their  debates  might  be  interrupted ;  and  would 
thus  be  subjected  to  a  dominion  which  he  be- 
llered  no  gentleman  bad  seriously  contem- 
plated. 

Of  the  prirfl^es  of  the  Senate,  that  of  fndj 
discussing  the  Tarions  aabjeets  of  thdr  deliber- 
ations was  the  dearest,  intimately  Interwoven 
with  the  structure  of  that  body.  He  consid- 
ered the  freedom  of  q>eech  here,  as  sacred  as 
that  of  the  press  elsewhere ;  and  if  the  com- 
bined power  of  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive be  incompetent,  as  he  believed  it  was,  to 
abridge  the  freedom  of  either,  beyond  these 
wallsi,  he  oonld  not  a^it  a  power  incident  to 
the  Vice  Pre«dent  to  regulate  the  former  on 
this  floor.  He  could  conceive  of  no  right  more 
clearly  incident  to  the  Senate,  than  that  of  free 
^aeussion,  without  whidt  ita  deliberations 
oonld  not  be  properly  conducted.  He  tiionght 
it  eonstitnted  an  important  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  which  they  possMsed  the 
exclusive  power  of  regulating  by  tlieir  own 
rules. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  estab- 
lishing the  Legislature  for  the  Union,  author- 
ized "  each  House  to  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds,  to  expel  a  member." 

In  this  provision,  Mr.  KoL.  said,  was  con- 
tdned  the  whole  parliamentary  power  over  the 
subject  of  order — that  of  prescribing  rules,  and 
of  enfinwing  obecUence.  It  was  absolnte  and 
nnlimited,  and  could  not  oondst  with  the  exist- 
enoe  of  a  similar  power  elsewhere.  It  relieved 
the  Senate  from  any  <^her  role  than  that  ema- 
nating from  its  own  will. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  that  he 
should  not  have  thought  of  offering  the  unend- 
ment  now  under  consideration ;  hut,  while  the 
rules  were  nadw  dlsooanon,  he  tfaoo^t  it  beat 


to  make  them  as  perfSeot  as  poe^dble.  At  i»es- 
ent  all  things  were  tranquil ;  but  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  country  might  not  uways  re- 
mfUD,  and  it  was  desirable  that  all  measure* 
should  be  taken  to  preserve  it.  If  the  qnesHon 
involved  in  this  amendment  had  already  gmie 
forth  among  the  people,  and  caused  some  com- 
motion, it  was  high  time  tliat  it  should  be 
finally  settled.  He  had  always  considered  it 
the  right  ex  vi  termini  of  the  President  to  quell 
all  disorders  of  whatever  description. 

The  question  was,  whether  it  should  not  he 
the  right  of  the  President  to  eall  to  order,  giv- 
ing the  privilege  to  any  member  to  coll  for  a 
revision  of  the  decision  by  the  Senate.  It  was 
a  rule  of  the  Senate  for  tbirty-flve  years,  fw 
the  Pre»dent  to  call  to  order,  and  he,  bimsel£ 
hod  been  the  subject  of  it.  He  had  been  called 
to  order  by  his  late  venerable  friend  Mr.  6ul- 
lard.  He  hod  appealed  to  the  Senate  to  say 
whether  he  was  out  of  order,  and  the  decision 
was,  that  there  could  be  no  appeal.  It  seemed 
to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  they 
were  going  to  place  a  tyrant  in  the  chair,  and 
that  against  his  lawless  rule  it  was  necessary  to 
provide.  This  did  not  produce  any  effect  on 
his  mind.  While  a  Vice  Presidwt  was  in  the 
chair  be  had  no  fear.  While  the  prending  offi- 
cer d  the  Senate  waa  one  in  whom  the  people 
had  confidence,  and  who  reached  his  elevation 
legaUy,  he  saw  no  causa  of  appr^enson.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  members  or 
the  Chair  have  the  right  to  call  to  order.  If 
it  did  not  exist  in  the  office  of  Vice  President, 
the  Senate  hod  the  right  to  ^ve  it  to  him ;  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  doing  so.  As  to  the  suppo- 
Mtion  that  the  Vice  President  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate^  he  did  not  believe  the  posi- 
tion could  be  maintained,  as  he  was  firmly  of 
the  opinion  that  he  was  made  part  of  the  body 
by  the  constitution.  It  was  true  that  all  the 
powers  formerly  exercised  by  the  Chsor  had 
not  been  eonsUered  inalienable.  For  InstaneeL 
the  manner  of  nominating  committees  had 
been  dianged  Bemal  times,  and  at  present  that 
dnfy  was  transferred  to  the  8eni^  itaelt  Bat 
there  were  other  powers  which  were  entirely 
incidental  to  the  Ohair,  and  could  be  vested  no- 
where else.  A  ^ntleman  gets  up,  and  makes 
a  certmn  proposition.  Does  not  the  Chair  tell 
him  he  is  out  of  order  ?  This  is  done  every 
day.  When  two  members  rose  also  at  the  same 
time,  power  was  given  to  the  presiding  officer 
to  say  whose  turn  it  was  to  speak  first  If  the 
principle  now  attempted  to  be  established  were 
correctly  founded,  why  should  this  power  per- 
tain entirely  to  the  presiding  officer!  Why 
should  not  one  of  the  forty-eight  members  w 
tbisl  It  wonld  be  iffle  to  argue  in  this  w^; 
and  it  was,  Mr.  B.  oomndered,  strong  proof  tbst 
the  Vice  Prerident  had  all  the  powers  indden- 
tal  to  his  situation.  If  they  looked  ev«i  to 
ordinary  societies,  tiiey  should  find  that  they 
elected  their  President,  who,  by  the  election, 
was  invested  with  all  nec^sary  powers  for 
directiBg  the  bodneaa  of  the  meetings.  He  b^ 
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cornea  at  ouoe  the  judge  of  what  is  to  be  done, 
and  the  director  of  tiie  mode  in  which  it  shall 
be  done.    I,  for  one,  said  Hr.  S.,  am  for  giving 

Sover  to  the  Chair,  if  there  is  any  serious 
onbt  of  his  possessing  it  I  think  there  is  no 
danger  in  giving  him  saoh  a  power.  If  two 
members  were  to  quarrel  across  the  house, 
iroald  the  Chair  deouae  interfering?  Or,  sup- 
pose that  a  SenatOT  were  to  go  at  length  into 
the  oonnderatim  of  asabject  entirdy  foreign 
to  the  qnesUon  in  hand,  and  talk  of  the  Army 
or  the  Navy  when  the  question  of  the  proper 
location  of  a  road  was  before  the  Senate  1  or 
discuss  the  expedieDoy  of  an  ^propriation, 
when  no  appropriation  was  contemplated! 
Would  the  Gh^r  sit  silent  and  permit  this 
irrelevancy?  Certainly  not  If  he  did,  an 
individual  might  talk  here  a  whole  day,  and 
arrive  at  noUiing.  There  were  rules,  the  en- 
forcemeat  of  which  could  not  be  taken  from 
the  Cluur  without  making  the  Senate  a  mere 
nullity.  It  would  be,  in  mot,  throwing  a  new 
and  inconvenient  duty  into  the  hands  of  the 
members,  by  setting  tbem  to  watch  over  and 
administer  Uie  rules,  which,  in  reality,  belongs 
to  the  President 

Mr.  MoKiiTLBY  looked  upon  all  objections  to 
the  amendment  as  having  a  bearing  upon  the 
constitaUonal  question.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  Vice  President  was  not  a  member  of  this 
body.  If  this  declaration  were  modified  so  as 
to  be  t^at  he  was  not  a  Senator,  he  would 
agree  to  it.  But  he  maintiuned  that  he  was  a 
member.  The  argument  appears  to  be  ground- 
ed on  the  fact  that  the  Senate  does  not  elect 
him.  We  complain  that  we  do  not  eleot  him — 
that  he  is  -not  a  member — ^but  against  whom  do 
we  oompli^Qt  Against  the  people  of  the 
United  Statesu  They  elect  him ;  and  they,  by 
the  0(msUtttti(m,  declare  that  he  shall  preside 
over  the  deliberations  of  die  Senate.  I  say, 
tiieu,  said  Hr.  HoK.,  it  is  the  Vice  Prerident  to 
whom  the  powers  naturally  belonging  to  a  pre- 
siding officer  shall  be  accorded.  Who  is  to  do 
the  duty  but  him  ?  Who  else  should  preserve 
order,  so  necessary  to  the  effectual  performance 
of  the  duties  of  Senators!  It  had  been  said 
that  he  possessed  no  inherent  power.  I  do 
not,  sfud  Hr.  McK.,  understand  the  term.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  officer  of  Government 
possessed  inherent  power;  he  rather  thought 
all  powers  under  the  constitution  were  dde- 
gated.  He  would  ask  in  what  the  difference 
oonnsted  between  the  duties  of  tiie  Bp^cer  of 
tihe  House  of  Keprewntatives  and  l^e  Present 
•of  this  body?  He  did  not  see  the  great  dis- 
tinction that  had  been  imagined.  But  the 
gml  olfjection  was,  that  the  Vice  President 
not  being  responsible  to  this  body,  we  cannot 
expel  him  in  case  of  misconduct  But  again,  I 
ask,  whose  faolt  is  it  that  we  are  so  restricted  ? 
And  again,  I  answer,  that  of  the  people  and 
the  constitution.  And  are  we  to  fiy  in  the  face 
of  the  constitution,  and  say  that,  because  the 
presiding  ofScer  is  elected  differentiy,  we  will 
not  giv«  him  the  power  neoessary  for  the 


proper  performance  of  his  duties  ?  Order 
must  be  preserved  by  some  one ;  and  it  is  pre- 
served by  ^e  Vice  President  in  the  Senate, 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution.  It  was 
surely  not  the  particular  duty  of  a  member  to 
call  another  to  order.  He  is  the  interested 
person,  and  ought  to  be  free  fltnn  all  interfiar- 
enoe  in  the  dnty.  There  should  be  an  anthur- 
ity  above  him  to  Judge  oodly  of  tiie  prc^ety 
of  tiie  procedure.  He  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er there  was  not  a  general  mle  in  every  delib- 
erative body  for  this  purpose  1  Where  did  the 
discretion  rest,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  pre»d- 
ing  officer  1  The  Vice  President  is  a  member 
of  this  body,  he  has  a  modified  influence  in 
making  of  all  laws,  as  be  has  the  casting  vote, 
and  can  approve  or  n^ative  every  measure. 
Was  it  not  proper  that  the  power  should  be 
delegated  to  the  Vice  President,  from  the  forty- 
eight  Senators,  to  preserve  order  ?  He  thought 
there  could  be  no  question  of  the  expediency 
of  this  measure ;  and  under  thu  imj^wsion 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Hr.  TAZBwxLLsaid:  I  am  to  hear  from 
the  Senator  Atm  Alabama,  that  he  admits  the 
right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  and  every  member 
of  this  body,  to  exercise  the  power  which  the  ■ 
amendment  proposes  to  confer  upon  the  Chair. 
The  difference  of  opinion  between  this  honwable  •■' 
Senator  and  myseli^  in  relation  to  this  subject,  is 
then  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  space  indeed.  He 
admits  the  right  of  the  Senate,  and  of  each  of  its 
members ;  and  denies  that  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  body  ei\joys  this  right  at  present  He 
thinks  it  expedient,  however,  that  this  of&eer 
should  possess  such  a  power,  because  it  is  not 
the  special  duty  of  any  particular  Senator  to 
exercise  the  right  which  confessedly  belongs  to 
him.  And  thinking  so,  die  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama is  willing  to  grant  inch  a  power  to  the 
Chdr,  [ffovided  it  is  limited  and  restricted  as 
the  amendment  proposes.  I  concur  in  the 
greater  part  of  this  f^inira,  although  not  for 
the  reason  assigned  by  this  honorable  Senator. 
To  me  it  has  wwaya  appeared,  that  the  rights 
of  public  agents  of  aJi  kinds,  were  bestowed 
upon  them,  not  for  their  own,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  therefore,  that  all  such  ngbts 
conferred,  were  in  truth  but  duties  imposed. 
Being  duties,  we  have  not  the  right  to  abandon 
their  discharge,  while  we  retain  the  .statirai  to 
which  such  duties  attach :  but  we  are  boand  to 
meet  the  responsibility  Uiey  impose,  without 
seeking  to  transfer  the  duty,  and  with  it  the 
responsibility,  to  any  otiier.  As,  however,  it 
is  imqiMStionably  wiuiin  the  competency  of  tlie 
Senate  to  do  this  act,  and  as  some  trifling  con- 
venience may  possibly  result  from  it,  (limited 
as  it  is  prop(wea  to  make  the  power  granted;)  I 
shonld  nave  been  quite  indifferent  as  to  the 
fiita  of  this  amendment,  but  for  arguments  of 
a  very  different  kind  firom  those  urged  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  which  have  been  of- 
fered in  its  support,  by  our  Senators,  who  have 
declared  their  purpose  to  vote  with  him  in  its 
fiiTor.  To  soon  arguments  I  can  never  yield 
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even  the  assent  of  silence ;  and  it  is  rather  to 
contest  their  correctness  and  truth,  than  to  op- 
pose the  amendment  offwred,  that  I  have  risen 
to  address  the  Senate. 

Kr.  Hatne  sud  there  was  bat  one  qaeetion 
connected  vith  this  sahject,  vhich  involved 
principle,  or  was  in  any  degree  material,  and 
tfa^  was,  whether  the  Vice  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  as  President  of  the  Senate,  eir- 
tute  offieii,  had  any  power  in  relation  to  qnes- 
licns  of  order,  except  such  as  was  conferred  by 
tiie  rales  of  this  House !  The  constitution  de- 
clares, that  the  Vice  President  shall  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate.  It  makes  him  the  presid- 
ing officer  over  this  branch  of  the  National 
L^islatare,  but  how  he  is  to  preside,  and  by 
what  rules  he  is  to  be  governed,  the  constita- 
tion  is  silent.  The  constitution,  however,  ez- 
preesly  declares  that  this  House  shall  prescribe 
"  ihe  rales  of  ite  own  proceeding."  And  here 
is  found  the  power,  the  only  power,  under 
which  rales  of  order  can  be  made  :^plicable  to 
this  House,  If  the  Vice  President  has  any 
power  in  ndation  to  this  matter,  ezoept  to  ex- 
pound and  enforce  such  rules  as  the  Senate 
may  provide,  deriving  that  power  from  the 
eoiutnation,  he  nrast  possess  it  entirely  free 
from  onr  control.  An  inherent  power  must 
make  him  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge,  with- 
out appeal,  in  all  qaestions  of  order.  There 
can  be  no  limitation  to  such  a  power,  but  the 
discretion  of  the  officer  who  is  to  exercise  it. 
This  oonstraction  would  place  the  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  an  officer,  neither  elected  by,  nor 
responsible  to  them.  My  constractiun  of  the 
constitution  is  very  different  from  this.  I  look 
upon  the  Vice  President,  when  taking  his  seat 
as  ^«»dent  of  the  body,  as  standing  precisely 
in  the  Bvne  ritnation  as  Hie  Speaker  of  the 
Home  of  Bspreseiriatiws.  They  are  both  fn- 
riding  officers,  but  tiwy  must  pred^  in  eon- 
Affmity  with  the  rales  tn  the  re^>eetive  Houses. 
In  these  views,  I  understand  every  gentleman 
who  has  qraken  on  this  subject  (except  two)  to 
concur.  The  rights  of  the  Senate,  therefore, 
are  sufficiently  vindicated.  But  a  distinction 
has  been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jer- 
sey, (Mr.  DicKBBSos,)  hetween  the  power  of 
the  I^estdent  in  relation  to  matters  of  decorum 
and  in  relation  to  the  latitude  and  freedom  of 
debate,  which  appears  to  me  not  to  be  well 
fuundM ;  the  former,  he  contends,  belongs  to 
the  President  by  virtue  of  his  office,  while  the 
latter  can  only  be  derived  from  the  rules  the 
Senate.  The  correctness  of  this  distinctitm,  I 
think,  may  be  well  doubted.  For  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  eonceive  how  tiie  Prerident  can 
possess  any  twwcr  in  relation  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House,  which  is  not  conferred  by 
the  rales  of  this  Honse.  With  respect  to  the 
class  of  cases  which  have  been  stated,  such  as 
a  disturbance  in  the  lobby,  or  a  fray  on  the 
floor,  and  others  of  a  similar  character,  the 
power  of  the  President  to  enforce  order  is  de- 
rived from  the  rales  of  the  House.  In  matters 
ct  such  minor  importanoe,  and  so  little  liable 
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to  abuse,  the  practice  of  the  House,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  may  well  be  regarded  as  con- 
stituting its  rales.  It  is  a  species  of  common 
law  of  all  deliberative  bodies,  that  no  violent 
interruption  of  their  deliberations  should  be 
suffered.  But  there  is  a  wide  distinction  be- 
tween the  exercise  of  this  authority,  by  virtue 
of  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  express  or  implied,  and 
the  exercise  of  the  same  autiiori^  by  virtne  cf 
cert^n  inherent  powers  derived  firont  the  con- 
stitution. In  the  former  ease  the  Senate  may 
cliange  the  rale  at  pleasure ;  in  the  latter,  the 
powers  of  the  President  would  be  beyond  their 
control.  Believing,  from  this  view  of  the  sab- 
ject,  that  the  constitution  has  merely  desig- 
nated the  Vice  President,  as  the  officer  who  is 
to  preside  over  this  House,  and  carry  into  effect 
its  '*  rale  or  proceeding,"  Just  as  the  Speaker  is 
to  enforce  the  rales  of  the  Bouse  over  which 
he  is  to  preside,  it  seems  clear,  that  if  the 
President  possesses  the  power  now  in  dispute, 
it  mnst  be  under  some  ralo  either  express  or 
implied.  Kow,  if  this  was  a  subject  on  which 
we  had  no  written  rule,  gentiemen  might  resort 
to  the  usage  of  the  House^  (if  such  had  beoi 
the  usage,  which  I  do  not  believa  to  be  the 
fact,)  in  order  to  show  tliat  the  Fremdent  poa* 
sessed  the  power  in  question.  Bnt,  on  this 
subject,  the  existence  of  an  express  written 
rule,  must  prevent  ns  from  resorting  to  any 
other  source  for  the  powers  of  the  I'rcsident 
The  mode  of  proceeding  in  case  of  a  violation 
of  order,  by  words  spoken  in  debate,  is  pre- 
scribed in  terms  that  seem  to  admit  of  no 
doubt  or  question.  Tlie  sixth  and  seventh 
rules  declare  in  substance,  that  calls  to  order  in 
such  coses  can  only  be  made  by  a  member. 
That  the  Senator,  so  called  to  order,  shall  take 
his  seat,  tJiat  the  words  ol{}ected  to  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing,  in  order  to  enaUe  the  Pres- 
ident to  decide  whether  the  speaker  is  in  order 
or  not  Now,  let  gentiemen  compare  this  rule 
with  the  corresponding  one  in  the  Honse  of 
Hepresentatives.  There,  the  rale  provides  that 
'*  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  member  may,  call 
to  order,"  &o.  There,  the  Speaker  is  the  offi- 
cer whose  duty  it  is  to  call  to  order,  in  the  finA 
instance.  Here,  the  President  is  merdy  the 
judge,  or  nmpire,  between  the  Senators.  The 
difference  in  our  rales  probably  arising  from 
the  difference  in  the  constraction  and  chaiae- 
ter  of  the  two  Houses. 


TuuDJLT,  February  18. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  amend' 
ments  to  the  rales  of  the  Senate,  reported  from 

tiie  Select  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
rules,  bother  with  the  amendment  offered 
Hr.  Foot,  to  the  6th  and  7th  roles. 

Mr.  Babton  sud  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, opon  its  own. merits,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  the  mem- 
orable session  of  1636-^6,  which  had  been  so 
unnecessarily  drawn  into        debate.  Tho 
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]ffeaent  rale  (the  6th)  vests  in  the  President  of 
the  Senate  the  arbttrarf  and  t^uinical  power 
to  decide  all  questions  of  order  vithont  appeal, 
giving  him  the  right,  if  he  donbte,  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate.  The  amendment  barelj 
prop4M6s  to  settle  the  disputed,  power  of  the 
Ofaur  to  call  niemben  to  order  m  debate,  and 
to  restore  to  the  members  trf'  the  Senate  the 
right  of  appeal.  This  amendment,  he  said^ 
would  asamilate  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
npon  matters  of  - order  to  those  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
all  the  le^slative  bodies  of  the  several  States 
of  this  Union,  by  restoring  to  the  Senate  their 
constitutional  power  of  determining  in  the  last 
resort  npon  aU  their  roles  of  proceeding,  and 
was  the  more  proper,  becaase  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Senate  is  not  appointed  hj,  nor 
amenable  to  the  Senate,  as  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  most  legislative  bodies  are. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  ailment  that  had  been 
nraed  on  this  floor  hy  one  of  the  oppcmeDts  of 
this  amendment,  (Mr.  Benton,)  that  nioh  a 
power  In  the  President  to  eall  to  order  in  de- 
bate, and  then  to  de«^e  the  member  to  be  ont 
of  order,  would  be  making  the  Preddent  both 
aecoser  and  jadge,  hod  no  we^ht  in  it — nor,  if 
it  had,  was  it  at  all  applicaUo  to  the  amend- 
ment before  the  Senate.  Every  justice,  and 
every  cMiservator  of  the  peace,  would  bo  lia- 
Ue  to  the  same  objection  of  being  both  aooaser 
and  judge,  if  the  disofaar^  of  an  official  duty 
were  to  place  him  in  the  mvidious  character  of 
an  acenaer.  There  was,  he  said,  no  similarity 
or  juat  comparison  between  a  court  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative  assembly ; 
and,  if  t£e  objection  were  a  valid  one,  it  proved 
the  presiding  officers  of  almost  all  the  tegisia- 
tive  bodies  In  the  Union  gailtr  of  the  impro- 
priety of  acting  this  double  character.  He  nad 
been  somewhat  surprised,  he  said,  to  find  the 
opposition  to  this  amendment  come  from  gen- 
tlemen who  had  heretofore  expressed  so  much 
horror  and  fears  for  the  public  liber^,  at  the 
idea  of  clothing  a  presiaii^  officer  with  too 
much  power.  Yet  they  are  content  to  take  the 
rules  as  presented  by  the  Select  Committee, 
leoving  in  the  Vice  President  the  extraordina- 
ry, if  not  the  unconstitntionol  power  of  decid- 
ing all  questions  of  order,  even  involving  tJie 
great  right  of  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor, 
without  appeal.  This  amendment,  ho  said, 
would  restore  the  Benato  to  its  constitutional 
ezeniae  of  power  upon  the  [Mmseedings  of  the 
body,  whitm  was  much  more  necessary  now 
the  prodding  offloer  is  not  of  oar  own  erea- 
tifw,  than  it  conld  be  in  those  bodies  that  cre- 
ate and  may  remove  their  presiding  officer, 
should  he  abuse  his  powers.  Mr.  B.  repeated, 
that  the  scenes  of  1826-'8  had  been  drawn  into 
this  debate  most  unnecessarily  and  nncallcd- 
for,  as  if  by  design  to  obtun  from  this  Senate 
an  indirect  sanction  or  condemnation  of  tlie 
decision  of  the  Chair,  made  at  that  session  upon 
the  subject  of  its  powers  to  preserve  order  in 
debate.    Tlioie  soeuea  sboold  not  bave  beea 


interrupted  in  their  passive  to  oblivicm,  nor 
nmieoeesarily  called  to  revive  the  feelings  of 
that  memorable  epooh  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  If,  indeed,  that  subject 
had  been  revived  by  a  friend  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  sense  of 
this  Smato  upcra  thatdedsion,  Iw  jnenmied  the 
Vloe  Prorident  did  not  foel  gratenil  to  him  for 
such  frienddiip.  That  was  a  decision  upon 
whidi  members  of  this  body  differ  w^dy  in 
opinion.  He  hoped,  he  siud,  that  our  Vice 
I^esident  had  more  mapumimity  and  oandw 
than  to  make  pretence  to  infallibility,  and  he 
declared  himself  to  be  one  of  tiie  membera 
who  believed  that  decision  of  the  Chair  to  be 
erroneous.  He  believed  the  Chair  possessed^ 
and  oaght  to  have  exercised,  the  power  of  con- 
fining members  to  or  towards  the  subject  be- 
fore the  body,  independently  of  any  of  the 
rules  printed  in  that  blue  uook,  (tho  |ninted 
rules  of  the  Senate.) 

Mr.  Bku,  of  ISew  Hanqwhire,  aald :  It  fa 
made  a  qaesaon  in  this  disensdon,  whether  the 
preddiog  officer  d  the  Senate  possesBes,  by 
virtoe  m  his  office,  &e  power  of  preserving 
order  in  the  Senate  in  any  cose  where  the 
Senate  have  not  expressly  enjoined  it  uptu  him 
OS  a  duty,  by  tlieir  rules.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered this  as  incident  to  the  duty  of  presiding 
over  a  deliberative  body.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
sound  principle  of  oonstmetion,  that,  where 
the  constitution  creates  an  office,  and  imposes 
npon  the  person  holding  that  office  a  speciflo 
dnty,  that  it  invests  him,  by  a  necessary  impli- 
cation, with  soch  power  as  will  enable  him  to 
perform  that  duty  m  a  usefnl  and  efficient  man- 
ner. This  rule  will  be  found  to  be  invarioUy 
correct  in  every  cose  where  it  is  not  neeesMiT 
to  'dwive  the  power  through  a  legidotive  aet. 

The  constitution  creates  the  office  of  Vice 
President,  and  expressly  imposes  upon  him  tJi* 
specific  duty  of  premding  over  the  ddiberatioDa 
of  the  Senate.  That  duty  cannot  be  per- 
formed, eitlier  us^blly  or  effidently,  without 
the  power  of  preserving  order.  The  power  to 
preserve  order  must  theFofore  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  office.  The  Senate  itself  can- 
not divest  the  Vice  President  of  this  power, 
t>ccaase  he  holds  it  from  the  constitution;  but 
they  may  enlarge,  or  limit,  or  modify  it,  be- 
cause this  power  is  expressly  vested  in  that 
body  by  the  constitution.  When  the  constitn- 
tion  gives  to  the  Vice  Ftesld«it  the  power  of 
pressing  over  the  Senate,  it  refors  him  to  the 
wdl-known  usage  oi  all  l^datlve  bodies  for 
the  extent  and  nature  of  his  powers  and  duties. 
It  woB  neoesaaiy  tiiot  he  siionld  be  invested 
with  this  power,  because  it  was  to  be  exercised 
A-om  the  first  moment  the  Senate  asaembled, 
and  before  it  was  possible  that  they  could  es- 
tablish rules  for  this  purpose.  There  could  be 
no  assignable  motive  why  the  power  so  univer- 
sally held  and  exercised  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  all  other  deliberative  bodies,  should  be 
withholden  from  the  Vice  President,  since  the 
oon^tution  gives  to  the  Senate  tlM  power  ^ 
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modifying  the  rules  he  should  adopt,  or  estab- 
lishing others,  aa  this  bodj  should  think  fit. 
The  Vice  President  is  required  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  oonform  to,  and  regulate  bis  conduet.  as 
A  prending  officer,  by  the  rales  so  amendea  w 
inodi£^  Should  ne,  from  cnlpable  motives, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  conform  to  rules  so  estab- 
lidied,  he  would  be  liable  to  impeachment  and 
removal  from  office.  Every  exercise  of  the 
power  of  preserving  order,  however  different 
in  character,  rests  on  the  same  principle  for 
eupport.  When  the  presiding  officer  caUs  the 
attention  of  the  members  to  business,  or  com- 
mands silence,  he  is  performing  an  act  of  pre- 
serving order,  equally  as  when  he  requires  a 
member  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of  decorum  in 
debate.  The  same  power  which  authorizes  the 
one,  authorizes  the  other;  my  attempt  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them  is  destitute  of  even  a 
colorable  foundation. 

But  shonld  we  believe  that  the  laagnage  of 
the  conatitDticm,  which  invests  the  Vice  X^^- 
dent  with  the  power  ot  preserving  order  in  the 
Ben  ate,  to  be  ambiguous,  has  not  that  ambigu- 
ity been  removed,  and  its  meaning  long  since 
settled  by  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  too,  by 
the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  Senate  ? 
That  coDstroction  of  the  constitution  wbioli 
gives  to  the  Vice  President  the  power  of  pre- 
serving order  in  cases  where  the  Senate  have 
not  established  any  rules,  is  not  of  modern 
date,  nor  established  with  a  view  to  any  tem- 
poruy  object,  but  is  as  old  as  the  constitution 
Itselt  Jt  onmnenoed  with  the  existence  of 
tiiiB  Qovenmient,  and  was  ocmtinaed  without 
intenmption  for  tiiirtj-five  years.  Within  tiiat 
time,  some  of  the  ablest  men  this  country  has 
ever  produced  have  pre^ded  in  the  Senate. 
"When  I  name  Jeffersm  and  Gaillard  as  of  the 
number  of  those  presiding  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  believed  that  the  constitution  invested 
the  Vice  President  with  this  power,  no  man 
will  have  occasion  to  blush  when  he  admits 
that  he  holds  the  same  opinion.  These  were 
Xkot  of  that  class  of  men  who  are  prone  to 
claim  or  exercise  powers  which  do  not  legiti- 
mately belong  to  them. 

Ur.  BowAK  said  he  thought  there  ought  to 
be  bnt  little  difficulty  upon  this  subject.  Hap- 
pily for  the  people  of  this  country,  they  are 
the  legitimate  d^radtoiy,  or  rather  proprietors 
of  all  the  power  which  they  hod  not  q)ecifi< 
eolly  delegated.  As  a  man,  the  gentleman  who 
luresided  in  the  Senate,  had  no  more  power 
than  any  other  of  the  millions  who  composed 
the  United  States.  Whatever  power  he  pos- 
•essed  then  must  belong,  either  to  bis  office  of 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or  as 
President  of  the  Senate.  As  Vice  President, 
he  certunly  possessed  no  power,  which  he 
could  exercise  in,  or  over  the  Senate.  The 
powers  which  be  possessed  in  that  character, 
were  defined,  but  tiurt  powers,  held  in  reserve, 
which  could  not  be  exerted,  until  the  contin- 
gency ahoold  luj^en,  which  tima  ooaU  awak- 


en  and  draw  them  ont  into  exweise.  The  little 

Eower  which  he  could  exercise  in  the  Senate, 
e  could  exert,  not  in  hie  character  of  Vice 
President  of  the  United  Stat^  but  in  his  diar- 
acter  of  Fnndent  of  the  fioute.  Hia  Vice 
Presidency  of  the  United  States  made  faSm 
President  of  the  Senate ;  and  bting  thu  mad* 
President  of  that  body,  whatever  poww  he 
could  exert  then,  was  in  virtue  ixt  vvs  liOter, 
not  the  former  character ;  as  Present,  not  aa 
Vice  President  He  thought  it  a  drcumstance 
of  great  felicitation  to  the  American  pe^de, 
that  their  Government  was  not  so  ola^  as  to 
furnish  a  pretext  for  the  inference  power 
from  office.  Much  lees,  to  justiQr  the  exercise 
of  implied  powers^  by  any  of  the  officen. 
That  was  the  evil  under  which  the  old  Govern- 
ments of  the  world  groaned.  And  although  be 
wished  this  Government  to  'be  iutominaUe^ 
yet  he  did  not  wish  it  to  live  longer  than  fit 
could  exhibit  the  character  at  m  powem 
And  whenever  the  Government  should  nave  to 
IfK^  through  the  mists  of  antiquity  at  its  Char- 
ter ;  or,  in  other  words,  whenever  its  Charter 
should  be  dinmied  with  age,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  renewed.  And  that  the  ^>rings  and  princi- 
ples of  oar  liberty  would  derive  iiKreased  vigor 
from  each  renewal.  He  conridered  it  matter  of 
some  regret  tiiat  our  habits  of  thought  led  ns 
imperceptibly  to  infer  power  from  office,  rather 
than  to  refer  to  our  constitution  for  the  specifie 
and  definite  powers  conferred  by  that  instru- 
ment upon  the  office.  The  habit  was,  he  said, 
though  unfortunate,  not  unnatural.  In  the 
country  with  which  we  were  originally  con- 
nected, and  from  the  dominion  of  which  we 
hod  so  gloriously  escwped,  all  power  wai  da- 
rived  fhun  the  king.  He  waatneaonroeoftbe 
inherent  power  of  the  Government  And  the 
power  claimed  to  be  exercised  by  the  officers 
of  the  Govonment,  was,  like  his,  supposed  to 
be  inherent  If  the  kiiog  did  not  complain, 
then  was  no  one  else  to  do  so.  The  people  had 
neither  act,  nor  part,  in  the  matter ;  with  them, 
it  was  matter  of  indifference,  wheth^  the  offi- 
cer or  the  king  possessed  it,  they  did  not  Let 
whoever  might  possess  it,  they  were  the  sub- 
jects of,  not  the  agents  in,  its  exercise.  In 
fact  they  were  interested  in  maintaining,  rath- 
er than  denying  the  doctrine  <rf  inherent  power, 
in  the  ftmotionaries.  Beeanee  they  had  more 
to  fear  from  consolidated  than  divided  power. 
Dividcm  weakens  power,  oi  It  does  every  thing 
else.  And  when  power  was  darned  by  imi^i- 
cation  as  belonging  to  an  officer,  they  k»ew 
that  it  was  not  inherent  in  the  <tfBcer,  it  was 
inherent  in  the  king.  And  that  the  inherent 
stock  of  the  king  would  be  weakened  hj  so 
much  as  was  inherent  in  the  officer.  Tbey 
were  led  of  course  to  acquiesce  in  the  doctrine 
of  inherent  power.  But  the  voy  revme  la 
happily  the  case  with  us.  Here  the  people  an 
the  fountun  and  the  source  of  power — what 
the  king  was  there,  the  people  are  here — what- 
ever power  was  inherent  in  him  there,  ia  here 
inherent  in  the  people — whatever  power 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


611 


FSBBDART,  IS28.] 

lo&gs  with  QS  to  anj  office,  is  equally  conferred 
bj  the  coDstltation,  or  by  le^uatiTe  act. 
Power  with  us,  thank  Ood,  and  oor  Berolu- 
fionary  fathera,  is  not  abased  or  nia^;nifled,  by 
either  reli^^ous  or  political  saperatition.  It  is 
enveloped  in  no  mystery— we  are  not,  we 
ought  not  to  be  bewildered,  with  vague  and 
indefinite  notions  of  inherent  official  power. 
Our  plan  of  Government  addresses  itself  to  our 
understanding,  not  to  our  credulity — it  invokes 
our  reason,  not  our  faith.  Sir,  said  he,  Gov- 
ernment with  ns,  is  a  simple,  rational,  common 
sense  matter.  While  it  continues  to  be  so,  we 
will  be  free ;  when  it  ceases  to  be  bo,  our  lib- 
erty  ceases.  'While  we  are  Jealous,  and  watch* 
fdl,  and,  he  would  add,  distrustful  of  oar  pab- 
Uo  fonwonariea,  we  ahoold  be  eafa.  Bn^  the 
moment  we  yielded  to  the  exeroise  of  inherent, 
nnd^ned  power,  by  our  officers^  we  were  in 
danger.  Str,  eaia  Ur.  R.,  this  ease  presents  to 
inteUigent  observers  a  rare  spectacle,  and  as 
honorable  to  the  officer  to  whom  it  relates,  as 
it  is  rare.  When  did  it  happen,  in  any  Gov- 
ernment before,  that  a  high  public  functionary 
disclaimed  the  exorcise  of  power,  which  was 
Supposed  to  belong  to  his  office,  supposed  by 
even  his  enemies  to  be  inherent  In  his  office  ? 
tVben  before  did  it  happen,  that  the  personal 
and  political  enemies  of  aa  officer  insisted  upon 
the  enlargement,  by  implication,  of  his  official 
power!  Sir,  the  case  is  singular  in  both  its 
features.  And,  if  the  example  of  the  presmt 
Incumbent  shall  always  be  followed,  by  aU  the 
officers  of  this  GovornmenL  the  freedom  <^  the 
people  will  be  eternal.  And  why  should  it 
not  be  followed !  Is  it  not,  when  closely  ex- 
amined, as  degradinf^  to  the  officer,  as  it  is 
iqjurious  to  the  public,  that  he  should  be  dis- 
oontented  with  the  power,  which  he  legiti- 
mately possesses,  and  attempt  to  exert  duitout 
and  undofinod  powers  1  Sir,  if  there  be  one 
act  of  a  high  public  functionary,  which  more 
than  another  ought  to  exalt  him  in  the  estima- 
tion of  freemen,  and  entitle  him  to  their  oonfi- 
dence,  it  is  his  declining  the  exercise  ot  doabt- 
fiU  or  implied  powers. 

Hr.  Warn  was  of  opinion  that  the  prodding 
officer  had  not  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate.  Tho^  he  said, 
was  entirely  distinct  from  the  power  of  decid- 
ing on  common  questions  of  order.  The  es- 
IsUng  rules  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  W.,  do  not 
confer  this  power,  and  If  they  do  not,  the  pre- 
nding  officer  does  not  possess  it.  Hr.  ^ff.  was 
not  aware  that  aay  member  had  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  the  rules  of  the  Senate  conferred 
on  its  President  the  power  of  calling  to  order, 
for  words  spoken  in  debate — but  if  any  mem- 
ber entertains  snob  an  opinion,  a  simple  recur- 
rence to  the  6th  and  7th  rules,  will  satisfy  him 
to  the  contrary.  What  Is  the  effect  of  those 
rules!  "Tfhen  a  member  is  called  to  order, 
he  shall  take  his  seat ;  and  the  member  calling 
him  to  order  shall  reduce  the  exceptionable 
words  to  writing  and  then  the  presidiag  officer 
deludes  whelWIhe  is  in  or  out  of  order."  Kow, 
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win  any  gentleman  say,  that  the  presiding  offi-  * 
cer  can  call  a  Senator  to  order,  redoce  his 
words  to  writing,  and  then  pass  Jndgment,  on 
the  \%ry  words  taken  down  by  nii^elf  I  b 
not  this  coDtrarv  to  reason  and  common  senset 
"We  cannot,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  in  direct  coutr*- 
diction  to  the  express  rules  of  the  Senate.  By 
these  it  is  left  to  his  brother  members  to  cth 
an  offending  member  to  order,  the  words  be- 
lieved to  be  exceptionable  are  to  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  then  the  President  decides.  This 
is  the  power  delegated,  and  the  presiding  offi- 
cer possesses  no  other.  If  then  this  is  the 
effect  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  it  is  not  oont- 
petent  to  the  presiding  officer,  to  tell  any  mem- 
ber in  the  course  of  debate,  that  he  Is  out  Ol 
order.  All  officers  of  the  GoTemmentt  said 
Ur.  W.,  possess  powers  conferred  by  some  «>■ 
press  grant,  or  fairly  to  be  iidbrred  from  it. 
They  possess  none  other  whaterer,  and  the 
assumotion  of  any  power  not  tdqprmAj  grant- 
ed, will  always  be  viewed  by  m»  yeoplB  wiUi 
a  jealous  eye. 

Was  it  intended,  asked  Mr.  W,,  that  the  pre>- 
siding  officer  should  dictate  to  members  of  in- 
dependent States  ?  If  he  has  the  power  which 
gentlemen  contend  for,  why  is^that  very  power 
conferred  in  express  terms  on  the  Senate  itsetf 
by  the  constitution  !  He  asked  of  gentlemen 
to  say,  which  of  the  two  rules  should  be  para- 
n^ount^the  one  expressly  made  by  the  Senate^ 
or  the  one  brondit  In  by  the  Vice  President 
himself.  Two  distinct  and  conflicting  sets  of 
rules  cannot  exist  at  one  and  the  same  time  is 
the  same  body.  Sir,  s^d  Hr.  W.,  the  powers 
which  belong  to  this  body  are  one  thing,  and 
those  which  oelong  to  the  presiding  officer  oro 
another.  The  President  of  the  Senate  is  not  to 
devise,  expound,  and  enforce  its  rales  in  rirtoe 
fjf  his  office,  according  to  his  own  mere  will 
and  pleasure — he  is  merely  the  organ  of  the 
body,  and  that  body  confers  jnst  such  powers 
as  are  necessary  to  carry  on  its  (^rations  in 
the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  public  good, 
and  no  more.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
Senate  according  to  the  constitotion,  to  make, 
or  devise  the  rules,  and  to  the  preying  officer 
to  expound  and  g^ve  them  efleot-  iSl  must 
admit  the  Senate  Is  vested  with  the  power  to 
establish  the  rules  by  express  grant ;  now,  if  it 
be  true  that  the  President,  virtutd  officii  or  in- 
herently possesses  the  same  power,  how  diall 
we  get  along,  if  the  Senate  estabK^es  one  set 
of  rales,  oad  the  President  another,  incon^t- 
ent  with  them?  Which  shall  be  enforced? 
The  doctrine  that  powers  had  been  conferred 
by  nsage  and  length  of  time,  he  protested 
against.  Would  gentlemen  point  out  where 
those  who  hod  exercised  snoh  powers  obtained 
them  ?  To  teU*him  that  distinguished  men  had 
presided  over  the  deliberaUims  of  this  body, 
was  to  tell  him  what  eveiy  peraon  knew— but 
becaosa  a  donbtfid  power  had  been  werdsed 
by  distinguished  men,  that  sanotioai  tin 
usurpation )  The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oatty 
Hoa  (Mr,  Smith)  tells  us  of  his  having  beta 
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called  to  order,  compelled  to  sit  down,  and  re- 
fused an  appeal — but,  sir,  said  Kr.  W.,  the  gen- 
tleman who  called  htm  to  wder  was  not  the 
Vice  Freaident  of  the  United  States— hijkwas  a 
member  of  tish  body,  pnt  into  that  office  hj 
onnelTes,  and  amenable  to  oar  authority.  The 
gentleman  being  able  to  specify  only  one  case, 
and  in  that  one,  the  qoestion  of  power  not 
raised  or  considered,  Mr.  W.  could  not  deem  it 
a  precedent  of  any  importance.  Bnt,  nr,  stud 
he,  if  precedent  were  filed  npon  precedent,  I 
never  can  believe  the  exercise  of  snch  power 
to  be  correct — I  should  be  just  as  ready  to  vote 
against  his  being  jiossessed  of  this  power  of 
sQencing  a  Senator  m  the  midst  of  debate,  then 
as  now.  Ur.  W.  denied  then  that  the  preud- 
ing  officer  has  any  powers  except  such  as  are 
exjffesdy  conferred  on  him  by  the  constitution 
or  by  the  Senate,  and  concluded  by  obserring 
that  the  time  might  arrive  when  the  individuu 
Dreading  over  the  Senate  m^y  think  he  can 
devise  better  rules,  by  virtae  of  some  impUed 
or  inherent  power,  Utan  those  framed  by  the 
Senate,  and  thus  the  most  pernicious  resolts 
mjf^t  ensue. 

Mr.  Bhith,  of  South  Oarolina  said,  if,  in  dis- 
cossing  this  rul^  before  the  Senate,  references 
to  past  occurrences  had  been  made,  it  could 
not  be  imputed  to  him.  He  was  not  among 
those  who  had  invoked  its  discussion.  The 
committee  had  reported  their  amendments  of 
the  rules,  which  were  acted  apon  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  ue  sixth  and  seventh  rules  had  passed 
«Ki  tUmtio,  and  would  hare  been  permitted  to 
rert  as  they  were,  had  not  the  gentleman  fhna 
Timnia  TAjanmx)  oallea  the  attention 
ottM  Senate  back  to  them,  by  alluding  to  the 
deddon  which  had  been  made  in  1626,  npon 
Uie  ccmstmctioQ  of  these  roles. 

He  was  aware  that  very  opposite  opinions 
had  been  entertained  in  the  Senate  when  the 
quesUon  arose  in  1625;  bat  what  that  diversity 
of  opinion  was,  or  how  it  was  settled,  he  knew 
not  He  had  not  permitted  himself  even  to 
inquire  mther  for  the  one  or  the  other.  He 
knew  much  had  been  said  in  the  public  prints, 
and  the  publto  mind  bad  been  agitated,  in  no 
small  degree,  by  it.  And  to  avoid  a  recurrence 
of  so  UDpleasaot  a  nature  in  future,  since  the 
subject  had  been  introdoced,  he  coiainly 
thought  it  by  an  means  advisable  that  it  should 
now  be  acted  upon ;  and  let  the  rules  for  the 
•m^tenaace  of  good  <a:der  and  decornm  in  the 
Senate  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  poauble,  inde- 
pendent of  that  courtesy  which  had  heretofore 
BO  highly  distinguished  the  Senate. 

He  knew  that  considerable  fu^tation  had 
existed  on  former  occasions,  and  these  were 
not  ^e  halcyon  days  that  seemed  to  invite  to 
repose.  And  whatever  gentieiftOD  might  think 
upon  ^e  rule  as  it  now  stood,  he  could  see  no 
possible  objection  to  making  it  explicit  It 
could  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  courtesy,  and 
might  promote  it  At  present,  they  were 
ovulated  to  produce  that  effect,  as  great  differ- 
ence <Hf  opinitMi  existed  upon  thdr  true  oon^ 


struction.  That  there  was  a  power  to  presttrve 
order,  was  admitted  on  all  hands ;  bnt  in  whom 
that  power  was  vested  created  the  doubt  and 
produced  the  argument  Sane  were  of  oma- 
lon  tiiat  it  was  vested  in  the  Chair,  wnilo 
others  strenuously  contended  tliat  it  beltmged 
only  to  the  Senators,  individually  and  ooueo- 
tively.  It  was  surely  time  to  put  the  matter 
to  rest,  and  let  the  Senate  know,  distinctly, 
where  the  power  was  located. 

For  his  own  part,  he  never  had  a  doubt  bnt 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  had  the  right 
to  call  to  order.  The  very  nature  Oi  his  office 
implies  that  power.  He  was  not  one  of  thoee 
who  relied  upon  constructive  powers  where 
they  were  not  expressly  given,  but  in  this  case 
he  bad  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Senate, 
from  its  commencement  in  1789,  up  .to  the  see- 
non  of  1826,  a  term  of  86  years,  to  sanction 
this  opiidon.  He  recollected  very  wdl  that  he 
had  himself  been  called  to  order  by  the  Pre»- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  more  than  once.  On  one 
occasion,  a  gentleman  in  the  chair,  (Mr.  Gail- 
usD,)  for  whose  memory  he  entertained  the 
most  profound  respect,  ha4  called  him  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  when  he,  Mr.  S. 
himself,  conceived  he  was  correct,  which  in- 
duced him  to  appeal  to  the  Senate,  and  wai 
again  told  by  the  Chair  there  was  no  appeal 
from  his  decision;  and  the  Senate  supported 
the  Chair. 

Gentlemen  had  contended  that  this  power 
did  not,  nor  ought  to  belong  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate.  They  looked  upon  the  principle 
as  monstrous,  and  as  threaten&ig  Aiture  conse- 
quences oi  a  most  serious  nature.  Others  dep- 
recated the  idea  of  placing  the  power  of  gov- 
erning forty-eight  Senators,  and  checking  the 
freedom  of  speech,  in  the  hands  of  an  individnsL 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Senate ;  ana 
who  might  become  a  tyrant  and  control  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  body  to  the  deetmo- 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  S.  said  we  most  teke  things  as  tb^ 
were,  and  not  as  they  possibly  might  be.  ft 
was  fair  to  suppose  the  pe<^le  of  the  United 
Stetes  never  would  place  a  tyrant  in  that  chair. 
If  they  should,  the  Senate  had  the  constitution- 
al means  of  controlling  him.  This  they  could 
do  in  an  Instant,  by  (^ving  an  appeal  from  bis 
deoUdon  to  the  Senate:  and  his  tyranny  would 
be  at  an  end.  That  tie  Frendent  was  not  a 
Senator  was  no  argument  against  his  having 
this  power.  Gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  abuse  of  this  power  may  be  as  great 
when  trusted  to  a  Senator  as  it  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  President.  And,  as  we  have 
entered  upou  the  wide  field  of  supposition,  let 
US,  for  a  moment,  suppose  the  President  of  the 
Senate  this  tyrant  or  monster,  who  would  exer- 
cise the  power,  if  ho  bad  it  of  calling  a  mem- 
ber to  order,  that  he  mi^ht  silence  hmi  in  do- 
bate.  Could  he  not  do  it  with  a  much  better 
grace,  as  the  rule  now  stands,  of  which  gentle- 
men seem  not  to  eomplun,  1^  a  colludon  with 
a  member,  to  caH  to  order  snch  other  nmnber 
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as  he  might  wish  to  silence,  and  then  intenKwe 
Hie  power,  which  all  agree  hepoaaesBea,  of  de- 
daring  him  ont  of  orda>,  from  which  there  is 
DO  appeal,  and  Bilence  him  at  once  ?  Any  man 
disposed  to  play  the  tyrant  in  UuA  ohdr,  would 
mnch  rather  divide  the  responsibility  in  that 
way,  with  a  member,  as  lie  can  now  do  as  the 
nde  stands,  than  take  it  upon  himself  alone. 

}£t.  Kaxk  said  he  woold  in  a  few  words  ex- 
press his  opinion  npon  this  snhject.  He  a^p-eed 
that  the  true  question  was — ^Ilas  the  President 
of  this  body  the  right  to  call  a  Senator  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate?  He  did  not  agree 
with  those  gentlemen  who  thought  the  Presi- 
dent  had  no  power  to  call  a  Senator  to  order, 
in  any  case,  by  virtoe  of  his  offi(».  He  woald 
oease  to  be  the  Frendent  of  a  d^beratire  body 
oould  he  not  preserve  that  order  which  was  bo 
essential  to  preserve  dd^beration.  He  cm  sup- 
press noise  and  distnrbuices,  because  the  Amo- 
tions of  his  office  cannot  be  exercised  without 
it  Words  n>oken  in  debate^  per  ae,  cannot  be 
considered  disorderly. 

The  Pre«dent  cannot  declare  them  ont  of 
order  without  the  right  of  interfering  with, 
and  in  some  Aegrm  controlling  our  delibera- 
tions. The  distinction  was  this:  The  Presi- 
dent may  preside  over,  but  not  interfere  with 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  Such  a  power 
as  the  latter  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
organic  principles  of  the  body.  If  the  Presi- 
dent may  derignate  what  particular  words  are 
in  or  out  of  order,  the  dlsousnons  here  will 
not  be  free.  The  States  are  no  longer  repre- 
sented in  their  sovereign  character.  I  am&ee 
to  admit  that  no  apprehensions  are  to  be  enter- 
tdned  on  this  account  of  any  abnse  of  such 
power^  should  it  be  conferred  but  npon  the 
principle  d  the  question  he  had  made  his  de- 
dsion. 

Mr.  'WooDBUBT,  of  K.  H.,  ftbserved,  that  the 
oonrse  of  remarks  on  this  subject,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  had  imposed  a  duty 
on  all  who  might  vote  for  the  amendment  fur 
reasons  difFerent  from  his,  to  expMn  their 
views  or  consent  to  be  misunderstood  or  mis- 
represented. The  amendment,  said  Mr.  W.,  in 
its  c^ration  has  not  been  distinctly  uipre- 
bmded ;  else  probably  leas  divmi^  of  <9mi(ni 
would  exist  aa  to  its  adopti<m.  It,  In  ^th, 
will  work  two  separate  and  independent  ef- 
fecta.  One  will  be,  to  confer  on  Uie  Ohair  a 
new  power,  the  other  to  place  a  new  limit  or 
restriction  on  all  its  power.  One  is  produced 
by  giving  the  authority  to  csJl  to  order  for 
words  spoken  in  debate ;  the  other,  by  giving 
an  appeal,  from  that  call  to  order,  and  from  all 
decisions  of  every  kind,  to  the  members  of  thie 
Senate.  As  a  friend  to  restricted  ^wer  in  all 
public  officers,  and  to  jealoosy  of  its  exercise, 
ne  should  cert^oly  vote  for  the  appeal ;  and  as 
the  right  to  call  to  order  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Chair,  was  of  so  Httle  consequence, 
when  snUeoted  to  an  nipml,  he  should  also 
vote  for  that,  if  he  could  not  vote  for  the  ap> 
peal  aeparatdy.  gyerr  gwitiwinn  will  see  that 
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this  gruit  of  a  new  power,  to  one  person  more, 
who  in  addition  to  the  present  fbrty-seven,  msy 
oall  to  order  in  the  first  instanoe,  for  warda 
spoken,  is  not  likely  to  produce  either  much 
good  w  hurt,  if  oontrollod  by  that  forty- 
seven  on  an  appeal  from  the  Ohair.  Btf 
that  th^  wlude  contest,  worth  a  momenta 
consideration,  was  that  part  of  the  amendment, 
sul^ecting  all  calls  to  order  by  the  Cbiir  to  tiie 
revision  of  the  Senate.  This  was  entirely  a 
new  provision.  It  had  not  been  formerly  intro- 
duced for  the  very  plain  reason,  that  no  power- 
to  call  to  order  in  this  case  had  ever  been  con- 
ferred on  the  Ohair  by  the  rules  of  this  body. 
If  it  had  been,  as  was  done  in  the  other  House, 
expressly — then,  undoubtedly,  as  there,  it  would 
here  have  been  subjected  to  an  wpeal.  To 
suppose  that  the  Senate  would  confer  audi  an 
essential  and  controlling  power  over  the  delib- 
erations witiiont  any  restricti(HU,  when  the 
other  House  bad  imposed  implicit  restrictioUf 
would  be  to  suppose  the  Seimte  less  vigilant 
and  more  servile  and  slavish  to  their  presi^g 
officer  than  any  other  le^slative  body  in  any 
free  Government.  The  other  House  acting 
imder  the  same  donse  in  the  constitution  would 
limit  the  power,  though  the  Speaker  is  appoint- 
ed by  themselves — ^is  one  of  Uieir  own  number 
and  daily  amenable  to  their  authority :  and  yet 
the  Senate  would  not  limit  the  power,  when 
their  presidii:^  officer  was  not  appointed  by 
themselves ;  was  not  elected  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  was  not  amenable  to  their  pleasure  for 
any  supposed  n«^ect  duty.  To  anue,  there- 
fore, that  iho  vice  President  has  heretofore, 
by  our  rules,  had  this  power  to  call  to  order 
for  words  spoken  in  debate,  without  any  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate,  is  to  aver,  that  those  who 
made  these  rules,  were  most  regardless  of  their 
safety,  as  computtd  with  the  other  House,  or 
were  "ineffiably  stupid."  The  words  of  the 
rules  exempt  from  this  repoach,  most  clearly, 
our  fathers,  who  cautiously  formed  them.  The 
sixth  and  seventh  contain  no  language  in  any 
way  consistent  with  the  idea,  that  by  them  the 
Vice  President  is  any  thing  but  an  umpire  in 
all  calls  to  order  for  words  spoken.  In  both 
of  tiiem,  he  is  expressly  authorized  to  render 
Judgmoit  after  the  call ;  whereas,  if  he  himself 
made  the  calL  he  would  render  judgment  be- 
fore he  made  uie  call.  He  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tieman  ft-om  Maryland,  as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as 
a  politician,  to  say,  if  the  wor^  of  thd  rules 
admitted  of  any  other  construction,  and  that 
their  spirit  wotUd  admit  of  no  other,  sinoe  no 
appeal  was  provided  for  Arom  the  decision  ot 
the  Vice  President,  no  man  of  independent 
feeling,  and  of  due  respect  to  those  who  madA 
the  r^es.  could  for  a  moment  believe. 

I  shall  vote  then  for  the  last  nart  of  the 
amendment,  if  the  first  port  be  aaopted ;  be- 
cause the  first  part  confers  a  new  power,  never 
before  confeired  by  our  rules.  I  should  vote 
for  it  also  if  the  first  part  he  not  adopted,  as  it 
is  a  salutary  restraint  m  tbe  old  powers  oon- 
fomd     our  mlea. 
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Bat  I  im  utteriy  astoniBhed,  that  gentlemen 
earn  support  this  branch  of  the  amendment,  and 
■till  argne,  that  the  Vice  Preaident  has  a  power 
to  call  to  order  for  words  qx^en  in  debate,  in- 
dependent of  any  ndes  made  by  this  bodj. 
ThiB  has  tmlj  been  pronounced  a  doctrine  most 
duigerons  and  alarming.  Where  does  he  ob- 
tain it?  From  tiie  coDstitntion f  But  that 
confers  upon  the  Senate,  and  not  their  presiding 
officer,  the  right  to  make  mles.  He  can  only 
preside,  or  administer  mles  already  made.  The 
ezpresa  grant  to  them  of  this  right  to  moke 
roles,  ezdndes  his  right  to  make  them ;  ond  if 
he  cannot  make  one  bj  tiie  oonstitation,  it  is, 
on  this  same  principle,  an  nsnrpation,  if  he  un- 
dertake to  rnsice  one  by  the  lex  jMrliameiUaria, 
aenrttOg^lfflieiit  or  in  any  other  way  not  anthor- 
Ized  and  ratified  hr  the  Senate,  to  whom  alone 
eonstltntionally  is  aele^;ated  this  important  trust 
But  a  ri^gle  and  decisive  answer  to  all  claim  of 
an  implied  or  inherent  power  in  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  make  and  enforce  this  rule,  without  an 
express  grant  of  the  Senate,  to  call  a  member 
to  or^r  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  is,  that 
if  he  possess  this  power,  he  cannot  rightly  sub- 
ject it  to  an  appeal  If  he  possess  it  m  any 
way,  I  core  not  what,  independent  of  an  ex- 
press role  made  by  us — ^we  can  neither  divest 
mm  of  it  nor  in  any  Voanner  restrict  it.  It  he- 
comes  an  encroachment  and  nsnrpation  by  us  to 
attempt  to  subject  it  to  an  appeaC  He  can,  and 
ought  to  put  onr  appeal  to  defiance.  He  is  not 
re^ransible  to  ns  for  the  exercise  of  powers  not 
conferred  by  us ;  but  responuble  to  the  people 
alone. 

Kr.  BntBiEir  s^d  that  he  had  framed  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  which 
he  would  now  offer  to  the  ooudderation  of  the 
Senate.  He  considered  the  power  of  colling  to 
order  in  other  cases  than  in  debate,  a  well-set- 
tled ministerial  power,  which  could  exist  in  no 
other  hands  than  those  of  the  Vice  President — 
because  the  attention  of  the  members  is  not 
supposed  to  be  upon  the  proceedings  in  such 
oases.  But  in  the  debate,  the  attenticoL  of 
•Terr  member  would  be  wide  awake;  they 
would  be  the  most  interested  In  checking  dis- 
wderly  language ;  and,  therefore,  a  delegation 
of  power  to  call  to  order  in  each  oases  would 
knply  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Senators 
tiiemselves.  The  general  dtspo^tion  ci  the 
Benato  to  preserve  decorum  leaned  to  make 
•uch  a  delegation  of  power  xmnecessary.  He 
was,  thus,  disposed  to  confirm  to  the  presiding 
officer  the  right  of  calling  to  order  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases ;  and  to  retain  to  the  members  of 
this  body  the  right  of  calling  to  order  during 
debate ;  Imposing  upon  the  President  the  duty 
of  determining  whether  the  call  shoold  be  aoe- 
tained  or  not,  with  a  right  of  ^ipeal  to  tiie  Ben- 
ate  in  difficult  eases. 


WxDRisDAT,  Febmary  18. 
JPowrt^  Hi*  Yiot  Fttaidsnt. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  omdderation  of  the 
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report  cS  the  Select  Committee  m  Hie  raka  of 
the  Senate ;  the  motion  of  Hr.  Foot  atill  pend- 
ing- 
Mr.  JoBKBTox,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was  in 
&vor  of  the  amendment  which  conferred  the 
power  of  preserving  order  on  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House,  because  he  beliei^  order  essen- 
tial to  a  deliberative  assembly ;  and,  as  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  had  been  declined,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  invest  the  Chair  with  a 
power  without  which  his  duties  under  the  con- 
stitution could  not  be  performed,  nor  the  ordo: 
of  the  Senate  preserved.  The  power  must  be 
vested  somewhere.  It  pertained,  he  thonghti 
of  right,  to  the  preeldiDg  oS&sm.  It  was  a 
power  nsnally  exercised  thoee  who  prerided 
over  the  deUberatlons  of  pnbUo  bodies,  and  it 
eonld  not  be  exerdsed  with  eflfect  by  any  other. 
It  was  dear,  from  experience,  that  the  powor 
of  c^ing  to  order  would  not,  in  extraqrahiai;' 
cases,  be  exercised  by  members.  The'  penon 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Hoose,  who 
was  the  object  of  personal  animadTCrsion, 
would  not  claim  the  interference  of  the  Boose, 
because  he  is  on  the  floor  to  defend  himself. 
His  friends  will  not,  because  seeing  the  injaiy 
already  inflicted,  they  will  prefer  the  right  of 
repelling  the  attack.  The  friends  of  the  assail- 
ant will  not,  seeing  the  party  is  present  either 
to  stop  it  by  appauing  to  the  Chair,  or  by  ex- 
ercising the  ri^t  of  setf  dd'enee.  The  par^ 
excited  by  the  eaue  of  the  i^Jnry,  asedu  his 
adversary  in  return,  retorts,  eriminatea,  and 
insults.  The  party  rejoins,  and  a  scene  dis- 
graceful to  the  actors,  to  the  Senate,  and  to 
the  country,  ensnce.  Where  can  it  end,  but  in 
blows  on  the  floor,  or  in  an  qapeal  to  the 
field  of  honor?  It  being  considered  tbo  dn^ 
of  all  to  call  to  order,  it  is  the  particnlar  du^ 
of  no  one — and  no  one  will  take  upon  himadf 
to  do  what  equally  Iwlongs  to  every  other 
member  to  do:  the  interposition  would  be 
deemed  at  least  officious,  and  perhaps  by  both 
parties ;  and  what  becomes  of  the  bosinesa,  the 
order,  peace,  and  dignity  <tf  the  Senate  f  But, 
if  the  power  is  conferred  on  tiie  Chair,  it  be> 
comes  bis  peculiar  duty,  under  his  reqxwtnl- 
ity,  to  exensiee  it  promptly  and  firmly.  In  the 
Senate,  the  duty  is  divided,  and  the  respond- 
bility  lost  by  difibnon :  it  beoomea  a  mere 
right,  without  imposing  any  obligation  or  duty, 
and  there  will  be  no  remMy  for  the  confusion 
and  disorder  which  personal  qnarrela  may  in- 
troduce into  this  place. 

This  much  I  have  scdd  In  r^ard  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  conferring  the  power.  But  the 
power  to  preside  over  the  boay  is  derived  from 
the  oonstitation.  The  power  of  prending  pre- 
supposes certain  duties  inherent  to  the  (nScer, 
and  requires  no  law  or  rule  to  confer  the  li^t. 
He  has  a  right,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  sit  in 
the  Senate ;  to  superintend  its  proceedings ;  to 
pre^e  over  Its  deliberatloDa ;  to  put  all  qnes- 
nons;  to  adminlrter  cwtbs;  to  Jodge  of  tiie 
viidations  of  the  mles,  and  to  enforce  them,  and 
to  do  every  otlier  tJung  vhieh  bekuga  to  ttn 

Digitized  by  Google 


iWv  <^mVicB  PruiiMt. 


617 


TumucAMTy  1888.] 

office.  The  Senate  have  the  right  to  prewribe 
rales;  but  he  ia  the  Executive  officer  here. 
He  has  a  general  dutj  of  presi<Ung  over  the 
bodjr  accordiug  to  the  custom  of  anoh  bodies. 
The  Senate  niay  prescribe  roles  to  extend,  or 
limit,  or  explain  his  general  duties. 

The  right  to  perform  the  duties  which  belong 
to  the  office,  is  a  right  inherent  In  the  officer 
not  expre:ised  in  woraa,  nor  are  the  dnties  sns- 
ceptible  of  eaomeratioo.  Tliat  without  which 
the  office  cannot  be  is  an  essential  part  of  its 
nature,  and  is  inherent  ia  the  thiug^  as  the 
qnility  la  inherent  in  matter.  The  rlj^t  to 
preside  U  expreadj  conferred  by  the  office; 
bat  the  right  to  entw  the  Sraate,  and  to  be  pres- 
ent at  its  deUbwatioDS,  which  cannot  be  qne»> 
tioned,  is  inherent,  not  ezpreased :  it  is  implied, 
because  it  is  essential  to  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  without  which  the  of- 
iloe  could  not  be.  The  right  to  do,  when 
there,  what  pertains  to  his  office,  is  also  inher- 
ent, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  r^it  to 
do  Uie  duties  that  belong  to  tiie  office.  What 
those  duties  are,  must  be  derived  from  the  n»< 
tore  of  the  office,  and  the  general  understand- 
ing and  usage. 

The  constitution  creates  the  Vice  President, 
ex-officio,  "President  of  the  Senate."  The 
right  and  dutv  of  presiding  in  that  body  is  in- 
ferred fbom  the  words  which  create  that  office. 
The  act  of  prondiog  over  a  body  whose  duty 
it  is  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and  to  decide  on 
qaestions  of  ^catest  interest,  legislative,  ex- 
ecnUve,  and  judicial,  requires  that  the  body 
shoold  be  kept  A*ee  from  interruption,  con- 
fuKon,  and  disorder.  It  requires  that  order,  in 
its  strict  parliamentary  sense,  should  be  main- 
tained. It  is  the  right  of  protecting  and  pre- 
serving the  body  itself.  It  is  a  right  without 
which  the  regular  action  of  the  body  ooold  not 
be  carried  on.  To  whom  does  this  duty  be- 
long? to  tiie  presiding  officer,  or  the  oollective 
bo^,  or  the  members  t   What  was  in  oontem- 

Elation  of  those  who  created  the  aSoa  f  What 
t  the  general  acceptation?  What  is  the 
doly  of  all  those  who,  under  irhatever  name, 
are  called  to  praride  over  public  bodies!  Or- 
der is  the  first  Law  of  evoy  body,  and  he  who 
presides  mnst  preserve  it:  snch  is  the  universal 
nnderstandioi;  and  usage  with  renrd  to  it. 

The  constitution  has  provided  that,  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  tried 
on  impeachment  before  the  Senate,  the  Chief 
Justice  shall  preside.  What  rights  and  duties 
does  this  impose  ?  Oert^nly  it  constitutes  him 
the  head  of  the  court,  thongh  not  a  member. 
He  presides  over  the  Senate,  condnets  the 
^ial,  preserves  order,  and  does  all  other  acts 
necessary  to  fulfil  the  duty.  On  the  trial  of  a 
Judge,  that  office  would  devolve  on  the  Presi- 
deat  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  lilce  manner,  would 
conduce  the  trial,  presMre  order,  interrogate 
witnesses,  take  the  minion  of  the  Senate,  and 
do  all  other  acts  pertaining  to  the  preuding  offl- 
eer  of  the  Hoose,  cS  which  the  trial  of  Judge 
Chase  f  nmiahea  an  aumgiit.  In  like  manner, 
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the  President  of  the  Senate  mnst  preside  In 
all  le^lative  proceedings.  Titere  is  equal  au- 
thority and  necessity  for  both ;  and  no  sensible 
distinction  can  be  taken.  In  bot^  cases  it  im- 
plies Hxe  same  dntiea.  The  Chief  Justice 
would,  under  the  right  to  *'  preside,"  exercise 
the  power  of  preserving  order,  by  a  ri^ht  uni- 
versally conceded  as  indispensable  to  his  duty, 
not  by  any  express  delegation,  or  by  virtue  <x 
any  nile,  but  as  a  necessary  incident.  The 
Preadeot  of  the  Senate,  in  similar  circum- 
stances, would  have  the  riglit  to  exercise  the 
tane  piirilegas ;  and  the  ri|pit  to  preiride  in  all 
otiier  oases  impUes  the  nse  m  the  ssma  means; 
and  Bucb  has  been  the  anifi»m  prsotioe  in  the 
Senate  from  tito  beginning — a  power  nevw 
donbted  by  the  presiding  officer — never  ques- 
tioned by  the  ^nate.  The  Senate  cannot  be 
organized.  Or  hold  its  seesiws,  until  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  is  present,  or  snne  one  in 
his  place.  He  administers  the  oath  to  the 
other  members;  he  puts  all  questions;  but 
there  is  no  law  or  rule  ct  the  Senate  for  this. 
It  is  purely  by  virtue  of  his  office^  call  that 
power  what  you  wiU. 

Kr.  Ttlbb  said  he  would  &in  believe  that  no 
difibrenoe  of  opinion  could  exist  on  the  qnes- 
tion,  when  fairly  stated.  Had  the  Vice  Pterin 
dent  a  ti^t  to  originate  rules,  bj  which  we 
are  to  be  fanplioitty  boondV  The  answer  to 
the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
on  the  powers  inherent  in  the  office  of  the 
Chair,  is,  that  the  power  of  the  Ohiur  is  ooir- 
fined  to  the  construction  of  mle&  while  their 
origin  is  with  this  body  alone.  Wlio  questions 
the  power  of  a  court  to  construe  the  lawsf 
Who  believes  that  a  court  can  make  laws) 
How  many  swords  woold  )>e  unsheathed,  if  the 
President  of  the  United  Stjites  were  to  under- 
take to  make  laws!  The  powers  of  the  Chair 
are  limited  to  the  construction  of  the  roles ; 
aud  that  power  nobody  denies. 

Ur.  T.  tboQ^t  the  power  clumed  wss  des- 
potio,  and  if  exerted,  would  be  destructive  of 
the  oYAwA  for  which  the  Senate  is  constituted. 
Who  doubts  that  the  Senate  lus  pl«uu7  power 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  its  institution.  If 
the  Chair  has  a  right  to  frame  roles  of  proceed- 
ing, the  Senate  bios  not.  The  right  mnst  ba 
complete  either  in  him  or  in  us.  If  in  both, 
we  should  be  brought  into  continoal  collision. 
Here  Mr.  T.  defined  the  powers  of  the  Chair  to 
be  ministerial,  and  properly  exercised  under  the 
rules  originating  from  the  Senate — and  he  con- 
tended, at  great  length,  that  no  other  power 
was  or  could  be  given  to  the  Chur,  by  uipl^ 
cation,  or  by  the  Ux  parlutmentaria. 

Mr.  T.  also  vindicated  the  decincm  of  the 
Vice  Pre«dent,  who,  he  said,  was  debarred 
by  his  station  firom  self  defence.  The  hwh 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  aocased  was  ms 
declining  to  exercise  a  power,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  did  not  belong  to  him.  If  actual 
proprieties  were  indulged  in,  why  was  it  not 
the  duty  of  the  Senator  from  Looluaua,  as  well 
aa  theOhair,tointerftrel  Why  did  the  San- 
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•tor  remain  eilent,  and  throw  the  responaibil- 
hy  ou  the  Chair  I  He  annoimced  bis  constrao- 
tion  of  Hne  rules,  and  the  Seaate  acquiesced. 
2fr.  T.  believed  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  correct.  It  belonged  to  this  body  to  origi- 
nate roles ;  to  the  Chair  to  enforce  them. 

Mr.  Whttb  nioved  to  divide  the  amendment, 
BO  as  first  to  decide  the  qiwstioa  of  conferring 
the  right  on  the  Presidrat,  and  then  on  the  ap- 
peal of  the  Senate. 

The  division  having  been  agreed  toi,  the  qnes- 
tion  upon  the  first  portion  m  the  amendment 
was  decided  in  tiie  amrmatiTe,  bftiiefbllowing 
Tote: 

YBM^Measrs,  Bsmard,  Barton,  Bateman,  BeU, 
Benton,  Bonligny,  Chambers,  Chandler,  Chase, 
Cobb,  IHokerson,  Foot,  Harrison,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Johnston  of  Loui^&na,  Knight,  McKialey,  Marks, 
Noble,  PaTTii,  Bobbins,  Bw^es,  Sanford,  Beymour, 
Bilsbee,  Smith  of  South  (Srdina,  ThoiMl^  Tyler, 
Van  Buren,  Wllley— 81. 

Natk. — Kenrs.  Berrien,  Eaton,  EUii,  Johnson  of 
Kentocky,  Kane,  King,  McLane,  Uacon,  Ridgeiy, 
Rowan.  Smith  of  Harylaiid,  TaaeweU^WUte,  Wll- 
Buna,  Woodbniy^lS. 

The  qnestion  on  the  seoond  portion  of  the 
amendment  then  occarring,  and  Hr.  Foor  hav- 
ing oaUad  the  jreas  and  naji,  it  waa  adopted  by 
tlieftdlo wing  vote: 

YiAS. — Meaars.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  BeU, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bouliniy,  Chambers,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Dickereon,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louiuana,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  UcKinley, 
HcLane,  Uariu,  Noble,  Pairis,  Ridgely,  Bobbins, 
Bowan,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith 
of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Thomas,  Tyler,  Van 
Buren,  White,  Willey,  William&  Woodbnry— 44. 

Nati.— Mem.  Ibicon,  Sodth  of  Maryland— 8. 

So  Uie  ammdment  of  Hr.  Foot,  to  the  6th 
mle,  was  agreed  to. 

The  YioB  Pbssidknt  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  took  this  opportonity  to  express  his  en- 
tire satisfaction  with  that  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment giving  to  Senators  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  as  it  was  not 
only  according  to  strict  principle,  bat  woold 
relieve  the  Chur  from  a  most  delicate  dnty. 
As  to  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Chair,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  speak ;  bnt  he  assured  tlie 
Senate  that  he  shonld  always  endeavw  to  ex- 
ercise it  with  strict  impartiality. 

Ifr.  Foot  then  moved  to  amend  the  Ttb  mle 
tnr  ^serting,  after  the  words  "  called  to  order," 
the  words  "  by  a  Senator,"  making  it  requisite 
to  write  down  the  oflfending  words  uttered  by  a 
member,  only  when  a  Senator  shonld  have  call- 
ed him  to  oraer ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Kaoon  asked  whether  a  vote  shonld  not 
be  taken  on  the  two  amendmenta. 

The  Chair  answered  that  the  division  of  the 
amendment  precluded  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 

TuiSDAT,  Febniary  19. 
Judicial  Pr0cem. 
The  bm  to  eatabliflh  prooesi  in  the  Statea  ad- 


[FnanuKr,  US8. 

mltted  into  the  Unitm  duce  the  year  1789,  was 

taken  np. 

Kr.  WEB8TSB  entered  into  a  view  of  the  os- 
tensible objects  and  ultimate  effects  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  and  ai^ed  that  the  for- 
mer were  not  adhered  to,  while  the  latter 
would  be  disastrons  and  inconvenient  in  the 
extreme.  He  replied  in  detail  to  the  argu- 
ments ot  Heasrs.  Tazbvill  and  Bowav,  cos- 
cosring  the  siniifioaticoi  given  by  the  prooeaa 
acts  of  *89  and  *93  to  the  term  civil  law,  bw 
whi(^  equity  jprooess  was  to  be  regulated,  and 
opponng  the  idea  that  the  common  law  waa 
afinded  to  by  the  terms  of  those  acts.  He  OCD- 
sidered  that  if  the  bill  passed  in  ita  present 
sh(^  it  woold  destroy  all  equity  procesa  in 
many  of  the  old  States.  He  was  perfectly  will- 
ing that  the  advantages  asked  for  by  the  new 
States  ^ould  be  acceded  to  them,  but  felt  it 
his  duty  to  oppose  a  bill  which  threatened 
so  moaa.  evil  to  the  older  members  of  the 
Union. 

Jtr.  Yan  Busen  was  for  reconuderation,  re- 
marking that  the  biU,  in  ita  present  Unna,  was 
allowed  to  progress  merely  throogh  an  otw- 
udit  oi  the  eeiute. 

lEr.  RowAV  add,  that,  in  wder  to  oon«e( 
some  matters  of  &ct  on  this  subject,  it  would 
be  neoMsary  for  him  to  consult  certain  docu- 
ments. He  therefinre  voted  to  laj  the  lull  on 
the  table:  which  waa  agreed  to. 


Tbdbsdat,  FebroatT  81. 

Judicial  Procaa. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Rowan,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  motion  of  the  18th  instant,  to  reconsider 
tJie  vote  on  the  recon^deration  of  that  of  the 
14th  instant,  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  regulating 

grocess  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
tates  admitted  into  the  Union  since  1789. 
Hr.  Rowan  siud  that  he  shonld  have  been 
cwtented  to  take  the  Tote  when  this  question 
was  under  disonaslonoo  the  day  before  yesterd», 
but  that  the  Senator  from  Uassachusetts  (Mr. 
WEBann)  had  refeired  to  the  prooess  laws  of 
Kentucky,  in  connection  with  the  mlea  of  the 
Federal  Court,  in  such  a  manner  aa  rendered  H 
necessary,  in  his  c^iinion,  to  have  special  ref- 
erence to  those  rules.  The  ^ntleman  had, 
moreover,  misstated  the  execution  laws  of  that 
State.  To  have  it  in  his  power  to  correet  the 
misBtatemmt  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  Modnoa 
the  mlea  <rf  Oonrt,  he  had  requeated  the  pOBfe> 
ponement. 

The  gentleman  had  stated  that  the  laws  of 
Eenta<£y  would  not  permit  an  execution  to  be 
taken  ont  by  a  creditor  nptm  bis  Judgment,  nn- 
lesB  he  would  endorse,  toat  Dnowrent  or  u- 
availaUe  bonk  notes  would  be  taken  in  dis- 
charge of  it.  That,  to  remedy  this  evil,  the 
Fedwal  Judges  had  made  the  roles  complained 
of  by  the  Senators  from  Kentucky.  He  ^de^ 
moreover,  that  the  execution  laws  of  Kentodgr 
were  declared,  both  by  the  State  and  Fcdam 
Jndgesf  to  be  onocmatitotiMial  and  y^A. 
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8^  Jtr.  RowAV,  H  to  the  fiist  ststament 
of  the  gentlraBHi  it  Is  ntterlj  erroneous.  There 
iMTer  was  a  lav  nl  Eentacky  which  fn-bade 
the  pUintiff  to  sue  out  execntiim  npon  bis  judg- 
ment,  tmlesB  he  woald  endorse  tnat  he  wonld 
take  nnftvailable  paper  in  discharge  of  it.  I  do 
not  know,  said  Mr.  B.  whence  the  gentleman 
obtained  his  information,  but  I  do  know  that  it 
is  incorrect.  It  was  always  competent  for  a 
pl^ntiff  to  sae  ont  bis  execntion  immediately 
after  the  term  bad  expired,  at  which  he  had 
obt^ned  his  judgment  Bnt  there  was  a  period 
in  that  State  in  which  the  defendant  in  the  ex- 
ecntion, coold,  when  it  came  to  be  levied  upon 
his  pn^rty,  replevy  the  debt  for  two  years, 
vnlesi  the  pMntiff  bad  endorsed  that  be  was 
willing  to  reoeive  the  cnrrent  bask  notes  of  the 
State,  m  wbioh  ease  be  ooold  replevy  for  three 
months  only. 

Why  the  gentleman  should  have  referred  to 
the  execntion  laws  of  Kentncky,  he  coold  not 
well  perceive,  for  whether  thoee  laws  were,  or 
were  not,  oonsUtntional  or  expedient,  mast  be 
foreign  from  the  point  under  aiscussion,  which 
was,  whether  the  jadgea  possessed  the  power 
to  make  execntion  laws  under  any  oiroom- 
stances.  If  under  color  of  msking  rules  of 
court,  they  possessed  the  power  to  moke  exe- 
mtioa  laws,  then  Uiey  could  have  exerdsed 
fhat  power,  whethw  tae  execution  laws  of  the 
State  had  been  wise  or  focdlsh,  void  or  valid. 
And  if  th^  did  not  possess  the  powor  to  lef^ 
late,  then  th^  oonld  not,  nnder^any  state  of 
things,  have  made  those  execntion  laws  or 
mles.  Bat,  as  the  la^  of  that  State  had  been 
mentiotted  bj  tiie  gmtieman,  in  a  manner  that 
night  seem  to  imply  censure,  he  would,  while 
he  reprobated,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner, 
the  right,  or  propriety,  of  any  Senator's  cen- 
saring  the  condact  of  a  State,  clum  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate,  for  a  few  moments,  while 
he  vindicated  the  State,  by  which  he  had  been 
honored  with  a  seat  in  that  body,  from  tiie 
imputation  which  that  gentleman  had  been 
plMsed  to  ntter  in  innendoea.  He  would, 
bovera-,  premise,  as  a  Cut  wdl  known,  not 
only  to  phyri<4ogIsta,  bat  to  aU  olose  observers 
of  Aamaa  nature^  that  the  Greatw  of  man  has 
wisefy  and  benigoantly  endowed  him  with 
enei^ies  boyond  what  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary avocations  of  life— enerfpes  for  special 
and  extraordinary  exigencies,  wbioh  lie  dor- 
mant, until  the  ^ergenciea,  which  awaken  and 
oall  them  into  action,  occur ;  that  the  degree 
of  energy  beyond  the  stock  habitually  employ- 
ed in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life,  which  ^all 
be  called  into  exer(^  npon  any  occasion,  de- 
pends npon  the  excitement  which  the  occasion 
produces.  Now,  sir,  it  is  known  that  tiiere  is 
no  general  omidition  of  society  which  excites 
its  mMttbers  so  powerftilly  as  a  state  of  war. 
Henee  it  has  bem  Mid  hj  wise  men,  that  it  is 
bat  Httle  less  dangerooa  to  close,  than  to  oom- 
HMOee  a  war.  To  allay  the  stock  of  excitement 
whieb  that  condition  produces;  to  ease  men 
down  to  thdr  ordinaij  paeifio  porsnita,  Inm  a 


high  and  fiorid  state  of  endtement;  or,  if  the 
mnile  may  be  allowed,  to  let  off  the  steam 
when  the  v<^age  ia  closed,  without  bursting 
the  boiler,  deranging  the  machinery,  or  injming 
the  passengers,  is  a  task  of  great  ddicaoy,  ana 
very  great  difficulty.  ^  This  excitement  may  be 
extraordinary  even  for  a  state  of  war.  It  may 
be  rendered  so  by  an  infinite  variety  of  occur- 
rences. A  spirit  of  disaffection  funong  those 
who  are  carrying  it  on ;  unezpeoted  disasters: 
a  savage  and  brutal  species  of  war&re,  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the  causes  cal- 
culated to  produce  almost  pretemataral  excite- 
ment during  ita  progress ;  and,  npon  its  sudden 
terminatiffli  to  expose  society,  in  its  pacifio 
state,  to  the  effects  of  the  very  highest  wronght 
war-feeling.  Bin  such  was  the  character  ot 
onr  lost  war.  We  bad  beheld  in  other  quarten 
for  more  than  twenty  years  before  its  com- 
mencement, the  fiercest,  the  most  desolating 
ravages  of  war.  We  had  not  looked  on  as  cold 
and  needless  spectators ;  we  oonld  not  do  ja 
The  scenes,  though  tragic,  were  grand  and 
magnificent.  All  Christendom,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  United  States,  were  involved  in 
the  war ;  and  the  United  States  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  looked  on  with  wonder  and 
amazement.  Never  did  nations  contend  mora 
streuaoosly;  never  did  war  crowd  upon  the 
gase  ot  mankind  events  more  splendid,  or  in 
mom  rwid  saooeadcm. 

The  Uidted  States  were  mldeet,  not  only  to 
the  excitement  wbioh  a  spectacle  so  grand,  so 
august,  could  not  f«l  to  produce  on  them  aa 
mere  spectators;  but  they  were  nnceasindly 
exposed  to  collision  with  some  of  the  bellig- 
erents. They  were,  in  foct,  for  much  of  the 
time,  in  a  state  of  qvaii  war  with  more  than 
one  of  them.  Then,  rir,  when  the  war  really 
came,  it  found  the  people  of  this  nation  in  a 
state  of  great  excitement.  Let  me  ask  if  the 
occurrences  during  that  war  were  calculated  to 
diminish  that  state  of  feeling  t  The  disafl^ 
tion  of  some  of  the  State; ;  their  refusal  to  co- 
operate in  bringing  it  to  an  honorable  doee^ 
surely  was  not  ealoulated  to  danq»  the  ardor, 
abiUe  the  seal,  <»■  dimlnidi  the  patriotiBm  « 
tiie  people  d  Kentucky.  The  Kentnekiani^ 
said  Ur.  R.,  are,  and  I  speak  it  with  pride,  a 
brave  and  chivalrio  people.  Tliey  felt  all  the 
xeal  for  the  glory  of  uieir  country,  with  which 
its  aoenmnlated  injuries  could  ini^re  an  ardent^ 
a  brave  and  a  patriotic  people.  They  nevw 
hesitated,  never  faltered,  for  a  moment  They 
poured  ont  their  blood  like  water  on  the  north- 
western frontier.  They  were  prodigal  of  life 
at  Tippeoanoe,  the  ^uns  of  Raisin,  at  Dudley's 
rencontre,  on  the  Thames  and  Orleans.  Sir, 
Eentuclnr  was  widowed  by  the  war — she  was 
bereaved,  by  its  ravages,  of  some  of  her  most 
distinguished  eras.  Ineednot,saidHr.R.,nanio 
them;  the  ooeasitm  does  not  remiire  it  Anumg 
them  were  Ocdon^  Allai  and  Daviess^-mMi 
surpassed  in  none  at  tiie  States,  in  no  part  <tf 
the  world,  whether  yon  have  rdlBrence  to  their 
^rtoea  or  th^  taints.  Sr,  the  ^ory  vt  th« 
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olotring  scene  of  the  war  was  calcalated,  hy  lis 
effblffcnce,  to  excite  to  rapture  such  a  people  as 
the  Keatuoldaos,  and  they  did  enjoy  the  rap- 
tures of  that  unparalleled  victory — a  victory 
which  they  had  assisted  to  achieve,  a  victory 
whidi  obscured^  by  itsspkndors,  the  mortifying 
occurrences  of  this  plac?— yes,  sir,  which  ob- 
literated the  defloration^  by  the  enemy,  of  tlie 
]trond  edifice  in  whioh  we  now  sit,  and  healed 
the  woond  inflicted  upon  the  just  pride  of  the 
patriotic  portion  of  the  American  people,  by 
that  hnintliating  feveaX.  Bn^  sud  Mr.  Bowak, 
I  have  dwelt  loag«r  upon  thu  part  of  the  sab- 
jsct,  than,  perhaps,  I  ought.  The  ol^jeet  was 
to  show  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  not 
otAi.  blooded,  indifferent  spectators ;  that  they 
were  greatiy  excited,  and  entered  into  the  cause 
aS  their  country,  with  animation  and  zeal ;  that 
the  disasters  and  victories,  iu  which  tlicy  par- 
ticipated largely,  were  calculated  to  excite,  and 
did  excite  wem  greatly ;  titat  at  the  doee  of 
th&  war  they  were  left  in  a  state  of  very  high 
freung.  And,  in  coqjunction  with  these,  he 
he^^  leave  to  state  another  fact,  not  without 
its  inflnenoe  in  producing  the  st^  of  things 
which  enaaed,  and  at  which  Uie  gentleman  ban 
glided,  not,  indeed,  with  express,  but  wiUt  ev- 
ident im^ed  reprobation.  Sir,  it  moat  be  re- 
•oUected,  that  the  United  States  Bank  did  not 
txiat  flt  that  period.;  that  the  State  Banks  fVir- 
aiahed  much  of  the  money,  with  which  the  war 
was  oondacted;  Kentucky  furnished  her  Aill 
portion.  The  needs  of  the  Government  and 
the  excitement  to  which  he  had  alluded,  had 
prodaoed,  perhaps,  an  inordinate  issue  by  the 
banka,  in  that  StaJ«.  The  men  and  supplies 
fomished  by  that  State,  caused  natundly  dar- 
ing, and  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  a  plenary,  if 
not  profuse,  circulation  of  local  notes.  This 
ibrowhed,  to  the  excited  state  of  the  public 
vdnd,  facilities  for  the  indulgence  of  feverish  and 
Vltrftvagant  pn^ecta ;  impracticaUe  plana  were 
bonestly,  bat  erroneonaly  formed;  ehimerioal 
W»tioD8  wealth  and  aggrandizement  were 
(i^iished.  In  fine,  'the  state  of  feeling  was 
nited  to  the  occasion  which  it  had  prodoced, 
tnd  not  to  the  condition  whidb  had  ensued  it. 
They  eigoyed  peace,  while  they  were  under  the 
inflnenoe  of  war  feelings.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  created  immediately  on  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  the  GoTemment,  very : 
nnwisely,  as  he  always  thought,  determined, 
suddenly,  through  its  instrumentality,  to  re- 
store, not  gradually,  as  it  on^^t,  but  suddenly, 
a  metallic  currency. 

:  The  effects  of  this  miwise  measure  are  known 
to  all ;  they  were  felt  by  almost  all  in  Ken* 
tacky.  The  dieage,  Ur.  Prendent,  was  too 
■odam— the  idiook  inflicted  by  it  was  too  se- 
vere— the  samfiioefl  produced  by  it  were  too 
Bumerons  and  too  agonizing — the  basis  upon 
whioh  the  enterprise,  the  hopes,  and  the  hiq>pi- 
neas  of  the  people  of  that  State  rested,  was 
Boddenly  ana  unexpectedly  taken  from  under 
them,  and  they  were  turned  over,  as  lawful 
prey,  to  th«  Bankof  th^  United  Statei,  and  the 


mercenary  vultures  that  hovered  round  that 
institution.  The  Legislature  of  the  State,  in 
the  laudable  view  to  mitigate  the  .calaantiea 
which  had  so  suddenly  and  so  onezpeotedlj 
overtaken  the  people,  and  to  save  from  ruin  as 
many  as  poadUe  of  her  citizens,  by  affordiiK 
them  time  to  disembarrass  themselvea,  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  defendant,  when  the 
plaintiff  had  not  endorsed,  that  he  woold  take 
the  current  notes  of  the  St^ea,  to  replevj  th* 
debt  for  two  years,  bat  denying  to  hun,  when 
the  phiintiff  baA  mode  sneh  oidiuMiiKi^  th» 
right  to  replevy  for  more  than  three  mtmthsL 
And  what  was  the  mighty  evil  of  this  delay  I 
The  de£endu)t  executed  a  bond,  with  two  u- 
proved  aecuritaea,  for  the  |»^ment  of  1o» 
amount  of  the  execution  within  two  years. 
The  debt  was  made  perfectly  secure ;  it  bore 
interest  during  the  time,  and  had  the  foiw  d 
a  judgment  npon  which  execution  issued,  as 
matter  of  cooi^  and  upon  which  there  oould 
be  no  delay.  The  injury  was,  if  an  injury  that 
may  be  culed,  which  ia  a  public  good,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  permitted  to  take  the  entire 
estate  of  the  d^endant  for  less  than  a  one  buk- 
dndth  part  of  its  vktue.  There  was  no  mooej 
which  wonld  be  taken,  save  what  little  cooldbft 
obtdned  from  the  United  States  Bank;  and 
that  was  not  obtained  by  debtors,  and  wboi 
obtained,  was  employed  by  those  who  coold 
obtMn  it  in  merciless  speculation,  at  forced 
sales  by  the  sheriff.  Tho  contracts  had  all  been 
predicated  upon  the  local  currency — none  other 
had  been  known  or  thought  o^  that  had  been 
put  down  by  the  United  States  Bank — a  new 
state  of  things  hod  ensued.  The  creditor  re- 
fused the  medium  for  which  he  hod  contract- 
ed, and  demanded  pt^ment  in  one  which  had 
been  suddenly  created,  and  could  not  be  sud- 
denly obtained.  The  Legialotare  not  only 
passed  this  law,  bat  passed  a  law  also  abolish- 
ing impriB(»meDt  tor  debt :  thna  oSbrdu^  tft 
the  brave  fellows  who  had  taof^  the  botdes 
of  their  country,  an  o|iportoni^  of  Piling  their 
debts,  without  the  entire  sacrifice  of  utetr  prop- 
erty, and  the  loss  of  their  liberty,  by  tmpiiBMi- 
ment.  And  mark,  Kr.  Prendent :  the  great 
majority  of  creditOTa  in  that,  as  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, they  will  always  be,  in  everr 
State,  were  not  the  ardent,  genneiaaa,  hrava 
men  who  had  entered  with  th^r  whtue  sool 
into  the  war  whioh  their  country  had  been 
constrained  to  wage.  They  were  mostly  yoar 
cold-blooded,  calculating,  avaricioosmen,  whose 
only  love  of  country  was  love  of  money — whose 
patriotism  was  cupidity,  and  whose  xeal  was  to 
enrich  themselves,  ai^  to  rma  the  men  who 
hod  saved  thor  conntiry.  niese^  «r,  were  lev 
— ^bnt  they  were  clamoronn  and  their  damwa 
were  echoed  by  capitalists  from  every  quarter 
— ond  we  all  know  that  the  oapitslists  were  not 
tho  patriots  in  our  last  war. 

But,  he  b^ged  leave  to  ask,  if  Eentnoi^ 
was  the  only  State  that  had,  by  her  enactions, 
attempted,  during  the  war,  to  suit  her  code  to' 
her  ctmditioal        a  great  m^fority  of  the 
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States  altered  their  exeontlon  laws.  Pnblio 
■entimeDt  approved  it,  beoaoM  the  deranged 
oonditton  of  affura  required  it.  Virginia,  ttie 
ancient  dominion,  a  State  as  distingniahed  for 
tiie  correctneas  and  stability  of  her  political 
ereed,  as  for  the  heroes  and  statesmen  wnioh  she 
has  prodaced,  even  she  snspended  executions,  for 
(he  believed)  twelve  months.  Bat  whj  quote 
examples— what  are  the  States  for — ^what  the 
annual  sesstoo  of  their  LeeialatoreB — bnt,  by 
ohanging  the  lam,  to  niit  them  to  the  Taxying 
ooncutioa  of  sodetT't 

If  ia  true,  nr,  that  tibe  (Hmdt  Jndge  pro- 
Donnoed  the  rmlevlii  law  of  Eentooky  to  be 
nncoDstitational  and  void.  He  declared  the 
law  to  be  void,  beeaase  it  delayed  justice,  and 
immediately  enacted  a  law  which  aathorized 
^e  defendant  to  replevy  for  three  months. 
He  declared  the  replevin  law  <^  the  State  to 
be  mieonstitational,  and  immediately  made  a 
replevin  law.  He  declared  the  law  of  the 
State,  abdishing  imprisonment  for  debt,  to  tw 
void  for  the  same  reason,  and  immediately  en- 
acted an  imprisonment  taw,  [Here  Mr.  R- pre- 
sented to  tiie  House  the  rules  mode  by  tiie  red- 
era!  Judges  of  the  Kentucky  District.  They 
oonsisted  of  17  aectiona.  They  were  read  by 
tbe'  Secretary  of  the  Soiate  in  his  place.]  Sir, 
nid  Mr.  BowAS,  if  the  judge  had  redly  be- 
Uevod  these  laws  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional,  and  if  he  had  really  believed,  also,  that 
he  possessed  le^slotive  power — a  respect  for 
himself — the  pride  of  consistency,  and  a  decent 
respect  for  the  sentiment  of  the  State,  should 
idl  nave  restrained  him  from  the  course  which 
he  pursued.  There  was  an  unparalleled  au- 
dacity, in  ordaining,  by  rule  of  court,  a  replevin 
lav,  when  he  had  determined  that  law  on  the 
part  of  the  State  to  be  unconstitutional.  There 
was  an  insolent  defiance  of  pnblio  sentiment,  in 
wdaining  imprisonment  for  debt  after  the  Leg- 
hilature  of  the  State  had  abtdished  it  Sir,  we 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  pori^  and  Rmoti^ 
cf  the  jodUdal  tdiaracter,  and  emt^es  without 
nmnber  are  prcmoiiiioed  upon  the  present  tn- 
{nmlmits.  He  had  nothliqi;  to  say  abont  the 
men;  it  was  the  corporate  powers  of  the  ju- 
diolai  department,  and  not  with  tlie  Judgeft, 
that  this  Senate  had  to  do  in  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  soy, 
that  he  did  not  rate  very  hignly  that  sanctity 
^ieh  was  unceasingly  employed  In  pro&olng 
the  State  laws,  and  State  anthorities — which, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  little  usurped  and  brief  au- 
thority, outraged  the  sacred  principles  of  free- 
dom, and  drew  into  contempt  the  most  solemn 
dvU  institutions.  Sir,  you  have  in  the  rules  of 
court,  whieh  have  jiut  been  read,  a  foil  and 
eomplex  eodeof  exeeottonlawa;  indudingre- 
l^eTUi,  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  a  evBtem 
Kit  oonreyancing.  The  very  highest  attributes 
of  aovenlgnty  are  exerted  in  conclave  by 
these  Judges.  They  malee  th^r  rules,  which 
aottject  your  property  to  seizure  and  sale,  and 
your  body  to  imprisonment  They  are  not 
printed  Dor  promnlgod ;  and  yet^  like  tiw  laws 
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of  the  tyrant,  they  must  govern,  though  they 
cannot  Ije  read  or  known.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Row  ait, 
we  are  this  day  debating  whether  the  judges 
shall  exerdse  the  legislative  power  to  an  extent, 
and  in  a  mannerj  which  drew  upon  that  tyrant, 
the  just  execration  of  all  mankind.  Our  freo- 
dom  connsts,  essentially,  in  the  fact,  that  we 
are  governed  by  laws,  made  by  ourselves — 
that  the  will  of  the  m^ority,  definitely  ex- 
pressed, and  duly  promnlgated,  is  the  only 

B>wer  to  which  flieemen  areoonstr^ed  to  bend, 
nt,  what  18  the  Judicial  doctrine,  which,  he 
was  Borrrto  see,  had  so  many  advocates  in  this 
body  ?  Why,  not  that  the  voioe  of  the  m^or* 
ity,  bnt  that  the  will  of  one  or  two  Federal 
Judges — under  (he  supposed)  the  sacred  guid- 
ance of  that  faithM  monitor,  their  consSenee^ 
should  regulate  the  property  and  the  liberty  <a 
the  people  of  these  States — and  that,  too,  not 
published,  but  retained  in  the  office  of  their 
own  clerk.  The  judges  and  the  lawyers  of  the 
court  well  know  what  the  rules  are,  and  the 
people  may  know  by  making  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  and  paying  nim  for  a 
sight  of  them.  But  thi^  toe  Judges  and  the 
lawyers  should  know  the  law,  seuned  to  the 
Senator  from  Uassaohnae^  snfflolent  It  was 
not,  in  his  opinion,  neceasair  that  the  people 
should  know  them.  This  doctrine  was  uived 
by  the  gentleman  with  a  zeal  which  he  had 
bnt  little  expected.  He  would  notice  it  more 
at  larce  hereafter :  for  the  present  he  was  con- 
cerned with  the  Legislative  power  assei'ted  for, 
and  exercised  by  the  Judges.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
liowAx,  the  legislative  power,  acoording  to  tiie 
theory  of  our  Government,  is  never  to  be  exer- 
cised but  under  strict  responsibility  to  the  peo- 

})Ie,  whose  will  gives  obligatory  force  to  the 
aw.  But  nnder  what  resp<msibility  do  the 
Judges  legiidatet  They  are  in  office  for  life, 
ana  ean  only  bs  removed  by  tmpeaohment,  tat 
malfeasance  in  offiee.  Their  maoo  is  Judldal, 
not  legislative.  Could  th^  be  Impeached  for 
corrupt  legislotitm  I  Would  It  be  official  mat< 
feasance !  They  were  coramisdoned  to  Judge^ 
not  to  le^slate— to  expound,  not  to  moke  laws. 
Their  legislative  exertions  would  not  be  official, 
and  BO,  not  sulfiect,  to  even  the  remoteand  nom" 
inal  responsibility  of  impeachment. 

Mr.  President  all  the  distinguished  writers 
upon  political  science  agree  that  the  concentra- 
tion of  the  l^islative,  the  judicial,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive power  in  the  same  person  or  body,  con- 
stitutes despotism.  These  three  powers  were 
exercised  by  the  Federal  Judges  in  Kentucky ; 
and  that,  too,  in  relation  to  topics  the  most 
critically  interesting  of  any  that  fall  within  the 
scope  of  tlioae  powws,  in  thdr  divided  and  best 
adjusted  shape  in  immediate  relation  to  the  en- 
joyment of  his  liberty,  and  the  possession  of  his 
prraerty  by  the  citizen.  That,  surely,  is  the 
highest  act  of  sovereignty,  which  takes  from  a 
man  his  liberty,  or  which  takes  from  one  man  his 
property  and  gives  to  another ;  yet  these  Judges 
make  the  rules  by  which  this  is  done— -they 
expound  them,  and  they  exeonte  than.  8ir,8aul 
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Mr.  BowAN,  if  this  thing  is  sanctioned,  we  hare 
gained  nothing  bj  the  revolation ;  we  bare  lost 
Dj  it  For  BUoh  a  power  was  never  asserted 
for,  or  exercised  by,  the  judges  of  England.  It 
wcnild  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of  that 
oountry.  The  people  of  that  Government 
bare,  at  Tariotu  periods  of  its  history,  been 
very  much  harassed  and  grieved  by  the  pliancy 
and  comptioa  of  th^  jndgea,  but  Ihej  nevn* 
were,  as  the  people  of  Kentucky  have  been, 
oppresoed  by  the  osurpation,  on  the  part  of 
even  their  most  corrupt  judges,  of  the  legisla- 
^ve  power.  Sir,  this  assumption  of  the  legis- 
lative power,  by  the  Federal  judges  of  Ken- 
tucky, nas  caused  much  anxiety  to  the  people 
of  that  State.  They  have  remonstrated  to  Con- 
j;resB,  *  repeatedly,  and  most  solemnly,  against 
it.  Their  remonstrances  have  hitherto  been 
uiavuliDg,  They  have  been  patient,  not  from 
any  proneness  on  their  part  to  submit  to  Ju- 
dicial or  any  other  kind  of  tyranny,  but  firom 
a  love  of  order,  and  in  the  hope  that  their 
wrongs  would  be  redressed  by  Congress ;  when 
that  hope  ceases,  let  the  petty  oppressors  bo- 
irare  liow,  and  upon  whom,  they  exercise  their 
lU-derived  power.  But,  Mr.  President,  why 
aboold  tiieir  reasonable  expectations  of  redress 
trota  Congress  be  dis^pointed  1  What  is  there 
in  Jndidid  le^slation  which  can  enamour  Con- 
gress wiUi  it  f  The  excellence  of  all  legislation 
u  ill  the  adaptation  of  the  laws  by  those  who 
m^e  them,  to  the  condition  of  those  for  whom 
they  are  made.  The  judges  are  not  from 
among  tlie  people ;  they  are,  by  their  office, 
and  their  salaries,  placed  above  the  fluctua- 
tions, and  freed  from  the  cares,  to  which  the 
people  are  unceasingly  exposed.  They  cannot, 
therefore,  if  they  were  qualified,  in  other  re- 
spects, be  sufficiently  aequainted  with  the  will 
m  the  people,  tiieir  wants  and  their  sufferings, 
to  legutate  benefidaUy  fin-  them.  But,  sir, 
when  did  this  idea  of  judicial  legislation  first 

E resent  itself  to  the  American  people?  The 
kw  of  Congress,  anUiorizing  the  judges  to  alter 
the  forms  of  process,  and  to  make  roles  for  the 
regulation  of  its  own  judicial  proceeding  in 
court,  was,  we  all  know,  passed  in  1789,  and 
re-enaoted  in  Hay,  1792.  But  nobody  ever 
thought  that  either  of  these  laws  conferred  leg- 
islative power  upon  the  ju^es.  They  them- 
selves were  unconscious  of  possessing  any  such 
power.  The  alteration  of  State  process,  in  the 
article  of  form  only,  so  as  to  adapt  its  use  to 
the  orgamo  stmctore  of  the  Federal  Courts^ 
was  Imown  to  be  all  diat  was  intended  by 
Congress,  in  those  acts.  Nor,  rir,  didtheoonrts 
ever  dream  of  exerddng  any  other  or  further 
power  under  color  of  those  acts,  until  since  the 
war,  and  the  establishment  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  experiment  was  first  made  in  Ken- 
tQcky,  in  the  case,  and  under  the  auspices,  of 
that  Bank — ^backed  by  all  the  talents,  influence, 
and  weight  of  character,  which  that  institution 
possesses  so  amply  the  means  of  enlisting.  The 
experiment  was,  unhappily,  but  too  successful 
^Ebe  gentleman  from  Musachusetts  tells  ns,  that 
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tlie  invalidity  of  the  Kentucky  execution  laws 
was  a  great  evil,  and  that  the  judges  were  oaOed 
upon  to  apply  the  remedy.  It  is  admitted  to  be 
thedutyofthejudgestoapply theremedy.  But 
it  is  asserted  to  be  the  right  of  the  L^slature 
to  make  it  Every  remedy  presupposes  an  evil. 
To  explore  the  condition  <tf  so^e^,  to  aseer* 
tidn  the  existing  evil,  and  to  frame  Ukd  soit  the 
remedy  to  ^e  evil,  is  the  province  of  the  states- 
man. To  apply  the  remedy,  when  provided,  is 
the  duty  of  the  judge.  Neither  should  trench 
upon  the  province  of  the  other.  These  di£^ 
ent  duties  require  very  different  capacities  and 
attainmenta,  so  that  the  apolo^,  offered  by 
the  gentleman,  for  the  judges,  is,  at  beet,  but 
the  stale  apology  for  oppresuon.  The  plea  of 
neces»ty  is  the  habitual  excuse  for  tyranny. 
But  if  the  judges  had  felt  the  nif[ency  of  that 
necessity,  whidi  the  gentleman  asserts  in  their 
behalf,  why  did  they  not  refer  the  case  to  Con- 
gress, whose  exclusive  province  it  is  to  lens- 
late  for  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
the  Intimate  source  of  the  govoning  power 
in  this  country,  as  we  all  know,  is  in  the  peojrie. 
None  can  be  exerted  by  any  pnblie  flmeocRiarj 
which  has  not  been  dd^nated. 

How  much  more  becoming  and  decent  would 
it  have  been  in  those  judges,  if  they  had  eroi 
believed  the  State  laws  to  have  been  unccMisti- 
tutionol,  to  have  surrendered  their  judgmrat  to 
that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  until  Congresa 
could  have  passed  upon  the  subject ;  to  have  sup- 
posed that,  according  to  uiy,  and  every  rational 
criterion  of  correctness,  that  half  a  million  of  in- 
telligent people  who  compose  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, wore  right  and  they  wrong ;  than  to  have 
bewildered  tlieraselves  in  the  mazes  of  abstrac- 
tion, to  find  that  the  legal  obligation  of  a  contract 
consisted  in  the  remedy  alone.  Sir,thelogic<tftiitt 
judges  upon  this  subject  is  new,  and  somewhiik 
cuiiona,  but  more  duigerons  than  either.  It  w 
thus  they  reostm:  "The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that  no  State  shall  pass 
any  law  Imp^ring  the  obligation  of  contracts ; 
the  obligation  of  a  contract  consists  alone  in 
the  remedy  for  its  enforcement ;  any  State  law 
which  vanes  the  remedy,  impure  the  obliga- 
tion of  all  existing  contracts,  and  is,  therefore, 
as  to  them,  unconstitutional  and  void.**  The 
evident  tendency  of  this  doctrine,  if  its  ^b- 
surdity  could  be  tolerated,  is  consolidation.  It 
is  to  paralyze  the  States  by  denying  them  the 
exercise  of  the  legislative  power,  npui  whidt 
alone^  their  freedom  and  thur  hi^ineas  de- 
pends. The  laws  of  rif^t  and  wrong,  are  ^ 
vine  and  unalterable.  The  laws  for  the  sup- 
presrion  of  wrong  end  the  eaforoonait  of  lioB^ 
ore  human,  and  may  be  modified  and  varied  to 
suit  the  varying  or  varied  state  of  socte^,  as 
the  wisdom  of  the  pe<^le,  Intimately  exer- 
cised, shall  dictate.  The  language  of  reason 
which  has  had  the  practical  sanction  of  all  free 
Governments,  and  without  which  free  Goven- 
ments  could  not  exist,  is  that  tiie  remedy  is  in 
the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  legislative  power. 
The  gwtleman  may  sqr— as  he  had  atai  in  »• 
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lotion  to  the  execntion  lav  of  Eentnok^ — the 
Borerei^  l^islative  power  mtj  be  misezer- 
cised  or  abased ;  and,  id  that  case,  the  Federal 
judges  most  apply  the  remedj  to  the  evil.  He 
vonld  answer,  that  the  power  of  eDaotiog 
remedial  lavs  mnst  be  lodged  somewhere,  and 
that  the  people  were,  at  least,  as  safe  a  depos- 
itory of  that  power  as  tbe  judges ;  besides,  if  it 
were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Judges,  they 
too,  might  misexerclse  or  abase  it ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  shonld  apply  the  remedy  to  the 
evil?  For  tiie  doctrine  of  ^e  gentleman  is, 
that  vherevw  there  is  an  evil  there  mnst  be  a 
remedy.  Hr.  B.  taiA  he  agreed  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  remedy  for  every  evil;  he  was 
WHTy,  however,  to  say,  that  the  £u!t  was  not 
always  so.  lliere  existed  many  evils,  for  which 
rwnedies  had  not  been  provided ;  and  among 
the  most  enormous  and  grievons  evil  of  that 
oharacter,  was  the  nsnrpation  of  l^islative 
power  by  the  judges.  He  should  be  glad  to 
see  the  gentleman  support  his  doctrine  by  his 
vote,  and  assiet  in  famishing  the  wpropriate 
remedy  for  this  most  afflicting  evU.  This  evil, 
whiuh,  by  violating  the  great  pnnciples  of  our  free 
institutions,  leads  to,  and  threatens  the  destmc- 
Uoa  of  oar  liberty ;  which,  by  nsnrping  the 
power  of  the  States,  threatens  tbeir  absorption ; 
which,  by  conceding  to  the  judges  the  exerdse 
of  legislative  power,  denies  to  the  States  the 
right  of  regulating  tneir  o?m  remedial  system, 
according  to  their  own  will.  Sir,  the  genueman 
would  remedy  what  he  miscalls  an  evil  in  Ken- 
tucky by  an  infinitehr  greater  evil.  He  says,  vir- 
tnally,  that  tiie  people  oi  that  6t^  have  abased 
the  legi^ative  power,  and  proposes  to  remedy 
the  evil,  by  transferring  that  power  to  the 
judges,  witboat  providing  a  remedy  for  its 
abuse  by  them.  He  is  right  in  proposing  no 
remedy  for  their  abases  of  this  power;  for 
when  it  is  once  conceded  to  them,  it  will  be 
idle  to  talk  of  a  remedy  for  their  perversion  or 
abase  of  it  It  niDBt  iiie  irre^nsioly,  and  will, 
of  course,  be  Irremediably  exercised.  Bat  are 
we  prepared  for  snoh  a  state  of  things  t  Are 
we  prepared  to  sanc^n  b^nnings,  which  will 
lead  to  such  a  result?  Mr.  President,  the 
boundaries  between  right  and  remedy  are 
Ranted  deep  in  nature — the  distinction  be- 
tween them  is  obvuras  and  plun.  Shall  they 
be  oonfoonded,  and  the  States  be  deprived  of 
their  legitimate  power,  by  judicial  mysticism  ? 
^oll  it  be  filcfara  from  them  by  judicial  sub- 
tleties, or  extorted  by  the  force  of  sophisms  ? 
Sir,  the  new  theory  of  obligation  is  too  wire- 
drawn, too  sublimated,  too  evanescent,  for  the 
use  a  republican  people.  The  Judges  should 
be  permitted  to  amase  themselves  with  it  as  a 
Kiarkling  abstraetion,  a  pratty  littie  brilliant,  a 
gUtteriiw  p^eant  of  the  fam^,  or,  if  yon  please, 
an  intdtootnal  auK>ra  b<H«ali8--but  nothing 
more  or  &rther.  They  should  not  be  allowed 
to  experiment  with  it  upon  the  common  sense 
of  the  people,  at  the  hazard  of  their  liberty : 
stiU  less  should  they  be  permitted  to  impose  it 
npon  the  pe<^le  as  the  ^an,  upon  -wMoL  alone 


tiiey  coold  exercise  the  power  of  remedial  leg- 
islation. They  should  not  be  permitted  to  send 
it  abroad  among  the  States  as  a  destroying 
angel,  as  impalpable,  and  as  destructive  of  their 
rignte,  aa  was  the  visit  of  that  mysterious  agent 
to  the  first-born  of  the  Egyptians.  Sir,  mys- 
tery on  the  part  of  the  poutical  agents,  in  any 
Government,  is  the  sore  harbviger  of  the  op- 
prMsion  of  the  [»eople.  It  addresses  itself  to 
the  credulity,  not  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. And  common  sense,  or  the  power  of 
reason,  is  the  mterion  to  which  alone  should 
be  rafbned  the  yrapiit^  or  jostneas  of  any 
measure  whioh  m^y  aflESMst  the  liber^  or  the 
happiness  of  man.  To  the  test  of  this  standard 
alone,  should  every  thing  which  affects  hia 
rights  or  hia  interest  be  subjected.  Common 
sense  revolts  at  the  idea  that  the  L^siatore 
may  provide  a  reme^  for  contingent  and  po»* 
Bible  evils ;  bat  ot^t  not,  and  cannot,  exert 
any  remedial  agency  for  the  mitigation  of  s 
present  and  urgent  evil.  That  they  may  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  evils  which  may  never  hap- 
pen, bat  cannot,  by  any  exertion  of  the  remedial 
power,  soften  those  which  are  present  and 
presnn^.  Sir,  a  wise  Legislature  is  like  a  wise 
and  skUf^il  physician,  whose  duty  it  is,  not 
only  to  prevent,  but,  by  remedial  applications^ 
to. cure  maladies,  and  lo  soften,  by  judloioaB 
lenitives,  those  which  cannot  be  cured. 

One  gentieman  (Mr.  MoLAin)  says,  that  the 
Judiciary  is  the  most  important  department  in 
our  Government  He  compares  it  to  a  fixed 
star,  shedding  its  clear,  but  mild  light,  throu^- 
out  the  political  horizon.  He,  too,  prononnces  a 
eulogy  upon  the  Judges,  and  says  mej  con  have 
no  motive  to  do  wrong.  It  is  (said  Mr.  R.) 
a  sound  rule  in  legUlation  to  suppose  the  worst^ 
and  provide  against  it  The  Jadges  are  men, 
and  however  good  they  may  be,  their  succes- 
sors may  not  so.  'Wise  men  are  subject  to 
the  errors  of  human  fhulty ;  foolish  and  vioious 
men  are  never  without  motives  to  do  wrong. 
The  judges  are  men,  and  it  is  wise  in  the  Leg- 
islature to  guard  af^ainst  the  iqjuiions  exertion 
of  their  power,  either  weakly  or  wickedly. 
While,  like  the  fixed  star  spoken  of  by  the  gen- 
tieman, they  continued  to  occupy  their  appro- 
priate sphere,  and  to  shed  their  lustre  upon  the 
other  departments,  they  would  have  his  appro- 
bation. Bat  when,  instead  of  the  benignant 
beamings  of  a  fixed  star,  they  pursued  the  er- 
ratic and  desolating  coorse  of  a  blazing  comet, 
threatening  destraotion  to  their  co-ordinate 
orbs,  he  must  be  pardoned  for  withholding  his 
approbation.  But,  to  change  the  figure  of  tiie 
gentieman,  for  one  less  sublitnated,  he  would 
say  that  the  Judges,  when  caught  poaching 
upon  the  legislative  manor,  should  be  driven 
of^  and  tanght  to  confine  themselves  to  the  ju- 
dicial demesne;  and,  dropping  the  figurative^ 
into  which  he  had  been  seanoed  by  the  gentle- 
man fW>m  Delaware,  he  was  wiUing  to  adnUt 
that  the  Judiciary  were  an  important  depart- 
ment in  the  Government  But  their  important 
oseflilneas  oondsted  in,  the  enlightened  and' 
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fidthfal  performance  of  their  ^propriate  duties. 
Their  duty  was,  he  repeated,  to  expound,  not 
to  make  laws.  It  was  very  far  from  his  desire 
to  disparage  the  Judiciary,  or  the  judges.  He 
would  avoid,  alike,  an  idolatrous  admiration, 
and  a  causeless  censure  of  the  judses.  They 
were  not  more,  and  he  would  not  liave  them 
thought  to  be  1^  than  men.  But  he  protest- 
ed, once  for  all,  against  the  morbid  sensibility 
displayed  by  many  gentlemen,  whenever  the 
powers  or  the  daties  of  these  Jnd^  were 
drawn  into  disoossion.  Sir,  tha  Jadicial  power 
Is  not  of  a  complexion  bo  deUcate^  nor  of  a  tex- 
tnre  so  tender,  that  it  cannot  bear  tiie  breath 
of  dispassionate  scrutiny — at  least  such  was 
not  the  character  of  that  portion  -of  it  which 
was  exerted  in  vacating  the  execution  laws  of 
Kentucky,  and  in  creaUng  a  code  of  Its  own. 
It  was  hoidy  enough,  in  that  instance,  to  defy 
and  override  the  pubiicr  sentimoat  of  that  State 
—and  to  outraffo  decency  and  consistency  in 
the  manner  of  doing  it,  as  he  trusted  he  had 
BufHcientty  shown  in  that  part  of  his  argument, 
which  related  to  the  Execution  Oodo  enacted 
by  tlie  judges.  He  would  venture  to  predict, 
without  pretending  to  a  spirit  of  prophecy, 
that  whenever  the  most  vigilant  scmtlny  of 
the  people's  representatives  wall  be  withdrawn 
from  that  department,  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple will  be  endangered.  Sir,  that  Is  the  demrt- 
ment  through  which  oppression  of  every  kind, 
and  from  every  quarter,  will  attempt  to  smug- 
gle itself  npon  the  people.  It  is  under  color, 
and  through  the  avenues  of  justice,  in  every 
Government,  that  corporations  exert  their  aris- 
tocratic influenfH^s.  It  is  through  that  medium, 
masked  in  the  forms  of  rules  and  usa^  of  law, 
that  oppression  of  every  kind  finds  its  way  to 
the  people.  The  power  of  wealth  and  of  oil  the 
&ctitiou3  distinctions  which  arise  in  society,  is 
harmless  without  tho  connivance  of  the  judges. 
Sanctioned  by  them,  it  is  resistloss — it  is  min- 
ODS.  Liberty,  Mr.  President,  is  nerw  taken 
from  a  people  at  once,  in  their  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. It  IS  taken  now  ftom  one,  and  then 
mm  another,  nnder  pretence  of  lav,  and  with 
tiie  sanction  of  its  forms,  until  the  on^  liberty 
loft,  is  the  liberty  of  the  rich  to  oppress  the 
yooT — tho  strong,  the  weak ;  and  it  ceases  to 
De  enjoyed  by  the  citiKcns,  only  because  of  the 
zesisuess  sanctity  with  which  it  has  been  wrest- 
ed from  them.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  loses  its 
fragrance  by  the  frequency  of  its  -violation,  and 
the  people  abandon  it  in  disgust,  or  submit  in 
despair.  But  in  no  free  Government  can  the 
people  be  oppressed  or  enslaved  without  the 
consent  of  the  Judges. 

No  man,  as  yon  may  perceive,  sir,  said  ICr. 
B.,  rates  the  Judicial  character  hl^er  than  I 
do.  But  it  is  only  valuable  when  it  does  its 
duty,  and  then  it  is  inestimabty  so.  He  was, 
therefore,  for  requiring  the  Judges  to  do  their 
duty,  their  whole  doty,  and  nothii^  but  their 
du^.  The  difference  between  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  and  himself  consisted  in  the 
inppodtlon,  by  that  gentleman,  tliat  tiia  Judges 


would  always  do  th^  duty,  and  no  more ;  and 
by  him,  that  they  might,  and  would,  if  the 
restraining  vigilance  of  the  pecnile  were  with- 
drawn, often  transcend  their  duty.  He  was 
willing  to  appeal  to  history,  ancient  or  mod- 
ern, for  the  correctness  of  his  (pinion.  He  was 
persuaded  that  both  would  bear  testimony  in 
Lis  fbvor.  But  why  appeal,  said  Ur.  R.,  to 
history  t  Why  go  to  Borne,  to  Greece,  to  Car- 
thage, or  to  England,  in  quest  of  facts?  Have 
we  not  facts  enough  at  home— at  hand — of  a 
modem  and  domestio  oharaotert  Have  noi 
the  Federal  Jii^flM  boldly  and  unUoddi^^ 
enacted  a  code  trf  Execution  Iaws  for  the  Ecat- 
tucky  District!  Has  not  that  State  again  and 
again  remonstrated  against  their  usurpation 
the  Legislative  power?  It  was  alleged  by 
Cicero,  in  his  prosecution  of  Verree,  as  an  out- 
rage of  the  utmost  enormity,  that,  in  his  obar* 
acter  of  Qunstor,  he  had  caused  the  pnnidi- 
ment  of  stripes  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  Boman 
citizen,  for  an  slleged  crime ;  ana  that  too,  in 
the  most  degenerate  state  of  the  Roman  Re- 
public. And  shall  it  bethought  a  light  mat* 
ter,  in  our  Republic,  yet  in  its  youth  and  vigor, 
that  two  Federal  Judges  passed  a  law  subjecting 
the  free  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  that  State  t  That  they  not  cofy  passed  a 
law,  making  indebtedness  a  crime,  but  aetnaUy 
inflicted,  by  their  dccidon,  the  punishment  « 
imprisonment,  by  virtne  of  their  own  law,  upon 
mnuy  unfortunate  debtors  within  that  SUte. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  to  inflict  stripes 
upon  tho  body  of  a  Roman  citizen  charged 
with  a  crime,  could  draw  forth  from  that  im- 
mortal orator  and  patriot  such  a  burst  of  indigo 
nant  eloquence,  what  sensations  of  indignance 
ought  to  be  felt  by  the  patriots  of  this  free  and 
enlightened  countty  against  the  judge  who, 
without  color  of  crime — unless  bereavements 
and  misfortunes  subject  their  victims  to  that 
imputation — ^by  a  law  of  hte  own  enaotiMi, 
an  dbyhU  own  decision  npon  that  law,  and  by 
tlie  ageni^  of  his  own  manhal,  has  thrown  into 
^Ison  all  the  debtm  <rf  his  court!— who  has 
ordained,  by  rule  of  court,  that  poverty  shatt 
be  punished  with  loss  of  Uberty  I  Sir,  this  is 
a  point  upon  which,  it  would  seem  to  me» 
there  ought  to  be  one  opinion  in  this  body  and 
throughout  the  United  States.  If  you  accord 
to  the  judges  the  power  of  making  laws,  too 
do  by  that  very  act  surrender  to  thrai  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  Government.  If  you 
pennit  them  to  carry  into  effect,  by  thetr  own 
judgment,  the  laws  which  they  shall  have 
made,  you  transform  the  Republic  into  an 
Oligarchy ;  and  if^  in  addition  to  the  power  of 
making  and  interpreting  the  lam,  you  permit 
them  to  execute  them,  you  substitute  demotism 
for  republicanism,  and  opprenion  and  uaveiy 
for  freedom. 

But  I  fSeel  almost  ashamed  to  be  ur^ng  upon 
this  body  arguments  of  any  kind,  to  prove 
what  ought  to  be  taken  for  granted.  that 
the  Lsgtslattve,  the  Jndidary,  and  the  B»e»- 
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tive  powers,  should  be  kept  separate  and  dis' 
tinct,  and  should  be  exercised  by  distinct  bodies 
of  magistracy,  is  an  elementary  tnith  acknowl- 
edged by  all.  It  is  recognized  in  most  of  the 
State  CJonstitations,  and  declared  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  and,  in  the 
Oonstitntion  ct  the  United  States,  they  are 
npanted  with  an  emphatic  eantim.  And  yet 
the  annmption  of  this  power  by  the  judges 
seems  to  exalte  no  alarm.  So  far  teom  excit- 
ing alarm,  it  is  approved  and  advocated  by 
some  of  the  moat  diatingdsked  members  of  this 
body. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  a  portentons  indiffer- 
ence displayed  by  the  States  in  relation  to  the 
violation  of  the  great  principles  upon  which 
their  rights  dqwnd.  When  those  principles 
are  outraged  in  the  ease  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  the  ii^ared  State  compUtins,  bat  her 
oomplaints  are  not  beard,  or  rauier,  not  regard- 
ed, by  the  others ;  or,  if  heard,  they  are  re- 
garded as  the  ebmlitima  of  a  feverish  im- 
patience, of  a  restiess  and  Insnbordinate  tem- 
pw,  entitled  rather  to  reprobation  than  sym- 
pathy. Mali,  what  oan  the  iigured  State  do 
more  than  complun?  She  cannot  alone  repel 
enoroachmeat  upon  her  rights,  by  the  General 
Government.  The  strength  of  each  State  is  in 
the  united  efforts  of  them  all,  or  at  least,  of  a 
m^ority  of  them.  And  how  can  that  m^ority 
be  MilUted  in  the  cause  of  the  ii^nred  State  ? 
Not  by  an  appeal  to  her  violated  principles  of 
State  righte,  nor  by  any  portraiture  of  the 
wrongs  which  have  been  done  her — nor  by  any 
invocation  or  remonstrance  she  can  make :  for 
Eentooky  has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the 
Oon«re8B  on  the  aul^ect  of  the  nstupation  of 
the  togtslative  power  by  the  Federal  Judges. 

ffir,  it  is  great^  to  be  feared  that  it  is  with 
Bt/atoB  as  with  individuals— they  are  only  to 
be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  wrongs,  by 
their  N^eringa.  It  is  owing  almost  oxdostvely 
to  this  cause  that  tyrani^  prevuls,  or  oppres- 
sion exists,  or  ever  has  existed,  in  the  world. 
The  heavy  hand  of  tyranny  is  never  laid  upon 
a  m^ority  of  the  people  at  the  same  time.  If 
t^ey  were  awakened  by  their  injuries  to  a 
sense  of  their  rights,  they  would  annihilate  the 
tyrant.  It  is  so  with  the  States — if  a  minority 
of  them  had  seen  the  Federal  Judges  defy  their 
laws,  and  dispose  of  the  property  and  tiie  Ul>- 
erty  of  their  citizens,  by  laws  arbitrarily  made 
by  tiimuelves,  they  would  liave  felt  the  ont- 
rage  Jramly,  and  redressed  it  instantly.  Bnthe 
feared  tiuA,  until  the  Jadges  should  exert  their 
lei^i^ative  power  in  the  other  States  as  oppres- 
tiyAj  as  they  had  in  Kentucky,  they  would 
not  awaken  to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened.  They  would  not  awaken  to 
the  ocmscionsneas  that,  in  their  connivance  at 
the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  Kentucky,  they  vir- 
tually surrendered  their  own  rights,  to  the  ex- 
tent, at  least,  of  the  violated  i^hts  at  which 
tiiey  have  connived.  But  why  talk  of  rights  f 
When  you  have  surrendered  to  the  judges  the 
pover  of  le^sktion,  there  are  no  ri^ts  left 


You  may,  and  no  doubt  will,  have  a  splendid, 
but  yon  will  no  longer  hove  a  free  Govern- 
ment. You  may  have  fine  roods,  and  magnifi- 
cent canals,  made  ■  for  you  out  of  your  own 
money,  and  by  this  bri^t  illusion  your  atten- 
tion may  be  diverted  from  the  insidious  under- 
minings of  your  rights  and  your  liberty  by  tiie 
Judiciary  Department  of  the  Genonil  Govern- 
ment. But  unless  you  associate  with  a  quench- 
less love  of  liberty,  and  an  invincible  u^or  to 
maintain  it,  the  most  untiring  vigilunce,  your 
roads  will  be  travelled,  and  your  coools  navi- 
gated, by  an  oppressed  and  enslaved,  and  not 
by  a  free  people.  Sir,  even  now,  while  Uie 
Judges  are  legislating  for  the  States,  the  General 
Government  has,  through  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  asserted  its  right  to 
reguiate  the  lobor  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
Sir,  the  master  regulates  the  labor  of  lus  slaves 
— a  free  people  regulate  their  own  labor. 

Mr.  President,  I  could  not  but  remark,  that  in 
the  dJscusrion  of  this  matter,  the  gentleman 
frtmi  Maseaehasetts  Qtr,  WxBsm)  instead  ot 
arguing  the  question  r^tive  to  the  right  ot 
the  jud^  to  make  execution  lawa— instead  ot 
attempting  to  prove,  by  s<mie  principle  in  the 
science  of  politics,  heretofwe  undeveloped,  that 
this  power  to  legislate  might  be  judidously 
and  safely  inferr^  for,  and  confided  to  tibte 
Judges — has,  throughout,  taken  it  for  granted 
that  they  possess  the  power.  He  is  willing,  to 
be  sure,  to  limit  it — to  restrain  it  He  is  will- 
ing that  they  shall  not  legislote  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  lands  and  sloves  shall  be  sold, 
under  execution,  in  Kentucky.  But  sir,  that 
will  not  satisfy  the  people  of  that  State — it 
ought  not  to  satisfy  the  people  c(  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  kentncky  insist  that 
either  Congress  shall  Aimish  an  execution  code 
for  the  Umted  States  Oourts  widihi  the  States^ 
or  that  executions  emanating  from  those  courts 
shall  be  carried  into  efiect  according  to  tiu 
execution  laws  of  the  States  re^wctively. 
They  insist  that  the  Congress  and  the  Legisilai- 
tures  the  States  possess  the  only  law-m^ing 
power  whi(^  exists  amon^  us.  They  deny  th^ 
either  is  so  for  decayed  as  to  grow  and  sustdn 
this  excrescent  power  asserted  for  the  judges. 
They  will  have  none  of  it  and  they  invdie  you 
to  save  them,  by  removing  it  from  the  un- 
pleasant necessity  of  resisting  it.  There  is  a 
point  beyond  whidi  any  thing  would  be  better 
than  forbearance.  Kentucky  has  been  made 
to  drink  de«>  of  the  cap  of  humiliation — ^her 
whole  remedial  system  has  been,  at  one  time 
or  oiheTy  violated  by  those  judgra.  First  the 
power  of  legislating  over  the  soil  within  her 
territory  was  denied  to  her  in  the  vacation  of 
her  occupying  Claimant  Laws.  Kext  her  re- 
plevin and  valuation  laws  were  vacated.  And 
last  though  not  least  her  citizens  were  im- 
prisoned by  them,  under  color  of  rules  made 
by  themselves,  and  in  contravention  of  the 
laws  of  the  Ste^.  Her  patience  and  forbear- 
ance has  not  been  exceeded  by  even  those 
enormities  np<Hk  her  rights.  Her  confidence  in 
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the  General  Goverament  has  been  the  canse  of 
her  patience.  She  has  looked  to  that  Govern- 
ment for  the  redreBs  of  these  outrages.  The 
late  of  this  bill  will  determine  whether  her 
oonfldence  has  been  well  fotmded  or  not. 
The  motion  to  reccmnder  was  agreed  to. 


IfoNDAT,  February  25. 
TTie  lata  Qeneral  Brown. 
Kr.  Habrison,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiurs  of  the  Senate,  said :  I  rise, 
Ur.  President,  to  perform  a  most  painful  duty 
— that  of  annonucing  the  death  of  M^or  Gen- 
eral Jacob  Brown,  the  distinguished  command- 
ing general  of  our  army.  He  died  yesterday, 
in  this  city,  at  half-paat  twelve  o'clock.  I  am 
aware,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  the  performance  of 
a  doty  of  this  kind,  something  like  an  eiil(^am 
upon  the  character  and  actions  of  the  iiero 
whose  lost  we  deplore,  might  be  expected.  At 
all  times  uneqaal  to  such  a  tosk,  I  am  particn- 
lorly  unfitted  for  it  at  this  monient.F  Brides, 
what  could  I  say  of  General  Brown,  that  is  not 
already  known  ?  His  best  eulogiam  would  be 
found  m  a  recital  of  his  brilliant  achievements, 
and  with  these  erery  Senator  present  is  fami- 
litcr.  We  all  recollect,  sir,  with  what  thrilling 
anxiety  our  attention  was  turned  towards  the 
Hiagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war,  when  it  was 
announced  that  an  officer  of  acknowledged 
bravery  indeed,  but  without  military  education, 
and  with  limited  military  experience,  had  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  army.  We  must  also 
recollect  with  what  Joy  and  gratitBde  to  HeaT- 
en,  we  heard  of  his  first  brilliant  exploit^  rapid- 
ly followed  by  a  seoond,  and  with  what  peiwct 
(XMifldenoe  we  then  relied,  that  the  final  residt 
mrald  be  such  as  it  was— eminently  ^orions 
to  himself,  his  army,  and  his  country.  Sir, 
Hud  Mr.  H.,  I  will  turn  from  this  scene  to  one 
et  a  different  character,  but  not  less  Interesting, 
uid  emiuentiy  calculated  to  show  the  ruling 
pasuon  of  his  soul,  at  a  moment  when  there 
can  be  no  deception,  no  affectation  of  that 
which  is  not  real.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of 
General  Brown  to  be  surrounded  on  his  death 
bed  by  a  large  family.  A  wife,  who  was  en- 
titled to  all  his  tendOTness;  and  children  who 
Jostly  merited  his  affection.  In  such  a  scene, 
on  mob  an  ooeamon,  it  nay  well  be  sapposed 
that  his  mind  would  be  turned  with  mtense 
anxiety  upon  the  future  fate  of  ol^eets  so  Justly 
dear  to  him ;  and  such  was  the  fact.  He  knew 
that  the  head  which  had  directed  them,  would 
soon  be  cold ;  the  hand  from  which  alone  they 
received  their  daily  support,  would,  in  a  few 
short  hours,  be  lifeless,  and  no  longer  able  to 
Bupply  it.  But,  after  having  committed  these 
beloved  olqects  of  his  affection  to  that  Almighty 
Power  which  had  hitherto  protected  them,  his 
thoughts  incessantly  turned  to  his  country — 
to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfully 
and  successfully  served,  for  which  he  had  bled, 
and  for  whioh,  as  he  believed,  he  had  ^ven 
his  life.  Be  spoke  -with  raptures  d  her  l^pi- 
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ness,  of  her  exalted  rank'  among  the  naitioDS  of 
the  earth,  and  her  glorious  destinies ;  and  al- 
most his  last  sigh  was  breathed  for  her  eon- 
ttnued  prosperity.  Such,  sir,  sud  Mr.  H.,  was 
the  maOf  in  life  and  in  destn,  for  whose  niem- 
ory  I  ask  the  tribute  of  reelect  contained  in 
the  resolutions  which  I  now  sutmiit : 

"  JUtotved,  That  the  Senate  have  learned,  with 
deep  regret,  the  death  of  Usjor  Genend  Jacob 
Brown,  ute  late  Comnumding  Genend  of  the  Army, 
and  the  distinraiahcd  leader  in  the  ^orions  battles 
of  Chippewa,  h  iagara,  and  Erie,  in  the  late  war. 

"^eiolved,  That  aa  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  de- 
ceased Oenenl,  the  members  of  the  Senate  will  wear 
the  accustomed  badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  ann 
for  one  month. 

"  JUaolmd,  That,  if  the  House  of  Representative* 
concur,  the  Senate  will,  in  conjuncuon  widi  the 
House  of  Bepreeentatives,  attend  the  fimenl  of 
U^or  General  Brown,  oa  Wednoflday  Ilex^  at 
twelve  o'dock." 

Mr.  Smuib,  of  Maryland,  oppoeed  the  first 
part  of  the  resolution.  He  tnon^t  it  'WonU 
establish  a  bad  precedent,  to  go  into  motiming 
for  any  individnal  other  than  a  member. 

Mr.  Ghandlbb  expressed  his  high  opinion  of 
the  great  merit  and  services  of  General  Brown. 
He  thought,  however,  that  when  a  military 
man  died,  it  was  ah  appropriate  ceremony  to 
huiT  him  with  the  honors  of  war.  He  tbon^t 
with  the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  that  it  was 
a  new  thing  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  mourn- 
ing on  the  occasion.  He  believed  such  a 
method  of  expressing  regret  for  a  military  man, 
was  not  conntenanoed  by  the  lep^^ve  bodies 
of  any  eonntiy.  He  should,  therefor^  be 
foroed  to  oppose  that  part  of  the  resolnticm. 

Itr,  KoBU  said,  that  if  he  voted  agidiut  tbe 
resolution,  he  wished  the  reason  to  be  naier- 
stood.  He  was  averse  to  the  precedent  whidi 
would  be  established  by  resolving  to  wear 
mourning  for  a  military  man.  The  case  of 
Greneral  Washington  was  no  parallel  with  the 
present.  He  was  the  saviour  of  his  country — 
he  hod  been  at  the  head  of  its  Executive — and 
lived  in  peace,  as  in  war,  the  first,  most  virtn- 
ous  man  of  the  age.  At  his  deatii  the  whole 
country  was  pinnpd  in  mourning ;  and  it  was 
connstent  that  toe  X^slative  bodies  should 
wear  tiie  badge.  He  was  averse  to  voting 
against  Has  resolution,  beeanse  be  regretted 
the  death  of  Geo.  Brown,  and  sympatfalaed 
with  the  feelings  of  his  nnrily.  He  wished 
that  the  ]M>tijon  of  the  resolution  which  de- 
clares that  the  Senate  will  go  iKto  mound^, 
might  he  withdrawn ;  as  he  thought  a  homage 
of  this  kind  to  a  military  man,  would  asabnilate 
us  too  much  to  a  despotic  Government  In 
every  other  case,  the  members  of  each  separate 
profession  bestowed  these  honors  on  their  de- 
ceased companions.  The  members  of  the  bar 
wore  mourning  for  one  of  their  fraternity ;  and 
Legislative  bodies  did  tbe  same.  The  army,  be 
believed,  went  on  the  same  principle;  and 
there  it  onght  to  stop.  He  did  not  wish  to 
iwovaag&  any  praotioe  wbkli  should  take  the 
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■h^w  of  iddaby,  for  servioes,  however  great. 
He  wai  sorry  that  he  felt  construned  to  make 
these  remarks.  He  honored  Qeneral  Brown  in 
every  station ;  he  lamented  bis  deaUi ;  and  in 
every  ooosistent  manner  he  was  ready  to  testi- 
ly m»  resp^  for  his  character,  and  his  mem- 
ory. Nothing  was  fiuther  from  him,  tlian  to 
treat  with  dtsre^tect  the  fedtngs  of  ^le  family 
of  the  deceased,  witb  whom  he  dnoerely  tym- 
pathized. 

lb*.  Bell  moved  to  strike  oat  so  mnoh  of  the 
reaoliition,  as  related  to  the  Senate  wearing 
mooming. 

Kr.  Habbuok  aooeded  to  snoh  a  modifica- 
tion, and  the  resolationa  having  been  so  amend- 
ed, were  agreed  to. 

A.  joint  resolntion  of  the  other  Honse,  for 
the  ajnx^ntment  of  a  conunittee  of  three  irom 
each  House,  to  m^  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  of  the  late  General  Brown,  was  received 
and  ooucarred  in. 


TWat,  Febmary  29. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Ur.  Harbisoit  had  leave 
to  introdnce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ura,  Brown, 
widow  of  the  late  M^.  Gen.  Brown ;  which 
was  read  twice,  by  nnanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Mlitary  Afi^urs. 

Office  of  MoQOT  Oenmil^ 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Hr. 
Ghandlbb,  to  abolish  the  office  of  K^or  Gen- 
eral in  the  army  of  tike  United  ^Mtes,  was  oon- 
sidered. 

Hr.  Ohahdlib  said  that  he  folly  believed 
the  office  of  rn^or  general  was  not  necessary 
in  the  present  state  of  onr  army.  This  was 
no  new  opinion,  bat  had  long  been  entertained 
by  him.  In  the  year  1821,  a  bill  was  brought 
into  the  other  House  to  fix  ih»  military  peace 
estahlisfament;  and  a  Tote<tf  the  Honse  was 
taken  on  the  question  of  retaiiung  one  briga- 
dier general,  and  dedded  in  fS&vor  of  it  by  a 
la^  m^oritv.  But  the  Mends  of  General 
Brown  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and 
had  sufficient  infia«ice  to  snooeed,  and  there- 
by ensure  his  retention  in  the  service.  Hr. 
C.  said  he  was  not  easily  induced  to  second 
the  views  of  the  friends  of  General  Brown ; 
but  he  did  eventually  vote  for  the  amendment 
Moviding  for  one  major  general  and  two  briga- 
dier generals.  He  had  after  regretted  tiie  vote 
he  then  gave,  and  had  determined,  on  the  first 
oooauon  that  mi^t  offer,  by  the  vacancy  of 
the  office,  to  move  to  abolish  the  office  of 
mqjor  general,  oonvinced,  as  he  was,  that  a 
foeling  of  gratitude  to  General  Brown,  and  not 
the  sober  judgment  of  Congress,  had  retained 
him  in  the  office.  One  brif^ier  general  was, 
he  thought,  sufficient  for  the  present  condition 
of  the  wants  of  our  army.  There  would  be 
two  brigadier  generals  left,  after  the  abolition 
of  the  office  of  major  general,  and  they  would 
be  able  to  do  all  the  duties  which  oonld  be  re- 
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quired,  or  needed  from  a  major  general  in  a 
time  of  pntfoond  peace.  The  measure  would 
also  be  a  saving  to  the  eonntiy  of  a  oonndeiv 
able  annual  snm. 

Hr.  Habbison  observed  that,  until  this 
mormng,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  tenor 
of  the  resolution  ofilered  yesterday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Haine.  He  had  suppo>aed  that  it 
was  in  the  general  form  of  resolutions  for  an 
inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  he  found  it  to  be 
an  imperatave  direction  for  the  abolition  of  the 
offiee  of  m^Jor  general.  The  ordinary  course 
was,  to  refer  all  such  matters  to  a  oommitte^ 
which  would  investigate  the  praeticablllty  and 
expediency  of  carry  ing  into  effect  the  measure 

Proposed,  and  make  a  detailed  report  to  the 
enate  of  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  the 
subject,  and  probable  effects  of  its  adoption. 
In  its  present  aspect,  the  resolution  met  with 
his  decided  disapprobation.  It  was  well  known 
that,  besides  the  major  general,  for  whose 
death  so  much  r(^;ret  was  now  felt,  thero  were 
three  m^jor  generals  by  brevet.  If  the  object 
of  the  resolution  went  no  further  than  to  remse 
to  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Brown,  it  would,  in  fiKt,  not  make  the 
change  anticipated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hune.  Each  officer  would  take  his  ranlc,  pay, 
and  emolflments,  as  pointed  out  by  the  present 
regulations.  If  economy  was,  therefive,  the 
object,  the  resolotion  would  not  compass  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  offered. 

Mr.  Chavdlbb  said  that  his  object  was  to 
abolish  the  office  altogether.  He  would,  how- 
ever, go  farther,  and  endeavor,  by  some  ad- 
ditiond  provisions,  to  avoid  the  effects  predict- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Haryland,  said  he  understood 
the  object  of  the  resolution  to  be  to  abolish 
whatever  related  to  the  office  of  m^or  general. 
He  dissented  from  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  measure.  Every  officer, 
in  case  it  should  go  into  effect,  would  remain 
in  the  present  rank,  until  promoted  by  the  das 
course,  which  was  the  nomination  of  the  Prece- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  Without  this  process,  the  vacancy 
made  by  the  death  of  General  Brown  would 
remain  withont  an  incumbent.  Nor  did  the 
death  of  this  officer  make  a  regular  routine  of 
promotions  a  matter  of  course.  The  President 
might  nominate  some  citizen  to  fill  the  office,  as 
in  the  case  of  General  Brown,  and  of  General 
Jackson,  who  were  taken  from  the  people. 
The  President  was  not  bound  to  promote  the 
brigadier  generals.  He  did  not  think  the  rank 
of  m^or  general  necessary,  and  he  knew  well 
the  reason  for  retaining  in  the  service  the 
brigadier  generals  after  the  war.  They  had 
done  great  service  during  the  war,  and  the 
countiy  felt  too  much  gratitude  for  those  ser- 
vices to  allow  them  to  be  turned  off.  It  was 
not  that  they  were  needed  to  command  onr 
littie  army  of  6,000  men.  There  seemed  to 
him  no  difficulty  in  the  t^uestion.  The  office 
was  not  reqoiied  by  the  ezuting  state  of  things ; 
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and  he  should,  therefore,  vote  fot  the  resoln- 
tlon  of  the  gentleman  from  Haine. 

Hr.  Hatni  observed,  that  it  was  the  usage 
to  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  men  most 
conversant  with  military  affairs,  to  whom  all 
qaestiona  on  the  sniyect  were  referred,  as  it 
Bcemed,  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  gentLemen 
frran  Maine  and  Ohio,  who  now  differed  so 
widely  on  the  euUect,  were  members,  and  it 
was  certainly  expedient  to  refer  the  resoltition 
to  their  inveetigatioii.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Maine  was,  be  apprehended, 
a  departure  &om  the  rales  of  the  beuate ;  and 
he  Uions^t  would  produce  much  embarrass- 
ment, if  perabted  in.  Tliere  were  many  con- 
rideraUons  which  wonld  most  appropriately 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
wliicn  ought  to  be  examined  before  the  Senate 
passed  upon  the  resolution.  They  must  in- 
quire what  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the 
office  of  major  general  would  be  upon  the 
brevet  generals,  and  upon  the  army,  and  its 
discipline.  Upon  these,  and  many  otiier  qiie»- 
tiona  which  natnrolly  preeented  thenuelTeB, 
and  which  oonld  not  be  settled  in  a  parUal  or 
hurried  investigation,  he  wished  the  committee 
might  deliberate  and  report.  He  foui)d  an 
ad^tional  reason  for  wishing  the  reference 
from  the  diversity  of  opinion  that  had  been 
shown  by  the  two  gentlemen  of  the  military 
committee.  They  are  totally  at  variance  in 
their  opinions  of  tiie  operation  of  the  measure, 
uid  others,  who  are  not  so  well  versed  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  may  well,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, ask  for  information.  Let  ns,  therefore, 
send  the  resolution  to  the  military  committee, 
that  these  gentlemen  may  meet  each  other,  in- 
vestigate the  whole  sabject,  compare  their 
views,  and  repwt  whether  it  is  expedieat  to 
abolish  brevet  rank  alt<^ther,  or  whether  ttie 
country  will  be  served  by  abolishing  the  i^ce 
of  m^jor  general.  When  ^is  is  done,  the 
Benate  will  be  prepared  to  act  nnderstandingly 
on  the  subject.  With  these  views,  he  was  in 
i^vor  of  referring  the  resolution  to  the  military 
committee. 

Hr.  Macon  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  was  mistaken,  lie  be- 
lieved the  rule  was  to  settle  the  prindple  of 
any  qnestion  first  in  the  Senate,  and  then  to 
send  it  to  a  committee  to  settle  the  details.  He 
alluded  to  some  instances  of  this  in  former 
legi^ation.  As  to  the  project  itself,  it  met 
with  tda  approbation.  He  believed,  if  a  nation 
went  to  war,  it  was  bad  to  have  too  many  high 
officers.  Tuey  were  not  generally  the  men 
who  did  the  most  for  the  glory  of  the  army. 
By  whom,  said  Mr.  M.,  were  your  great  ex- 
ploits performed  daring  the  last  war  f — I  don't 
mean  to  say  any  thing  agiunst  the  old  men — 
they  were  performed  by  men  in  the  vigor  of 
life,  and  full  of  ambition.  And  if  you  have 
another  war,  it  will  be  so  again.  There  was 
always  about  an  equal  share  of  military  talent 
in  every  army.  Times  of  peace  did  not  call 
out  tlut  kind  of  talent  When  war  came,  the 
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kind  of  character  yon  want  will  come  ool,  nor 
was  it  necessary  to  be  seeking  it  oat  when  it 
was  not  wanted.  In  time  of  need,  military 
genius  will  always  show  itself  without  its  being 
necessary  to  search  after  it  He  was  in  favco- 
of  aboli^ing  the  office  of  m^jor  general,  and 
thought  it  not  neoesaary  that  it  mnld  be  aab- 
mitted  to  a  cranmlttee. 

Hx.  Hathe  roae  to  move  an  amendment  c€ 
the  resolution ,  but 

Ur.  Bbbsikh  moved  a  snbstitota  to  the  reso- 
lution, making  its  object  matter  of  the  inquiry 
of  the  military  ccoomittee,  to  report  upon  k 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  0.,  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  prevail,  because  the  discusnMi  0^ 
the  question  could  as  well  take  place  now  as 
hereafter.  The  snlnect  had.  in  fonoer  time*, 
been  thoroughly  debated.  After  the  war,  the 
subject  of  a  peace  establishment  engaged  the 
attention  of  Oongress.  The  number  ai  men  to 
be  retained  was  fixed  by  different  penom 
variously,  fixnn  10,000  to  20,000 ;  the  former 
nnmber  was  fixed  upon.  Afterwards,  in  im, 
the  matter  was  again  discussed,  a  further  re- 
duction proposed,  and  the  army  was  brought 
down  to  6,000,  and  certun  officers  were  to  go 
off  the  list  It  was  tlien  argued  that  the  offi< 
cers  could  not  be  dispensed  with ;  that  th^ 
numbers  could  not  be  reduced  without  destroy- 
ing the  army,  by  lessening  the  discipline  which 
they  assisted  to  keep  up.  Next  year,  however, 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  Message,  stated  that  the 
affairs  of  the  army  went  on  well,  and  that  its 
present  otganization  was  as  it  shonld  be.  It 
was  well  known  that  tiie  ofiice  of  major  general 
would  not  have  been  retained  but  for  the  merit 
of  the  incnmbuit  He  had  fought  several  b^ 
ties;  dSsplayed  great  skill  and  oonr^;  and 
was  anwuBng  to  leave  the  service.  To  retaia 
him,  tiiertfwe,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  service^ 
he  was  made  mqjor  general.  General  JacksoDf 
who  was  willing  to  retire,  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  Florida.  That  the  office  was  useless, 
ho  never  had  a  doubt.  In  the  days  of  Jefferson 
there  was  but  one  brigadier  general  retained 
upon  the  peace  eBtabHahment  Nor  was  there 
any  greater  necessity  for  a  m^or  general  now 
than  then.  The  army  was  at  present  billeted 
about  in  parties  of  twenty  men  in  a  place — the 
whole  consisting  of  bat  6,000 — ^yet,  with  all 
the  discipline,  and  out  of  this  small  numbez-, 
by  the  documents,  it  appeared  that  from  1,500 
to  3,000  deaerted  eveiy  year.  He  recollected 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Gen- 
eral Brown  as  m^or  graeralf  it  was  argued 
that  it  was  neeeesary  to  have  the  commanding 
officers  at  the  seat  of  GoTemment,  that  thej 
might  despatch  the  orders  from  the  Depart- 
ment,  and  be  directly  in  contact  with  the  Gov- 
eniment  But  he  knew  not  one  advanta^ 
that  had  arisen  ont  of  it  Your  army,  said 
Mr.  S.,  ia  overstocked,  and  thero  are  now,  in 
this  mere  ^adow  of  an  army,  officers  enough 
for  one  of  60,000  men.  All  the  facta  were 
now  befiwe  the  Senate,  "Evorj  membw  was 
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more  or  less  Ao^Tiaiiited  -with  them.  He, 
therefore,  thoDght  it  better  to  let  thegentleniien 
of  the  committee  express  their  views  here. 
Or,  if  tliey  are  taken  off  their  fl;iiard  by  anj 
BOdden  argoment,  let  them  ask  for  delay.  He 
would  fiivor  saoh  a  request.  He  wished  to 
hear  the  views  of  gentlemen  converBant  with 
the  Bobject,  and  hoped  they  would  express 
them  before  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Bkston  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
of  the  SenateL  on  this  resolution,  would  not  be 
assisted  by  the  investigation  of  a  committee. 
He  believed  its  discnssion  in  the  Senate  would 
hi  equally  productive  of  a  satisfactory  resolt. 
Hot  thinking,  however,  that  the  sn^eot  coold 
he  dedded  in  a  moment,  he  thoof^t  ttra  reso- 
hition  of  the  gentleman  from  M^dne  had  hettw 
be  kdd  over  until  another  day.  With  this  view 
he  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  until  Monday ; 
but  observed  that  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion,  if  any  gentleman  desired  to  express 
himself. 

Mr.  T^XKWKLL  remarked,  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  reason  for  wishing  for  a  precipi- 
tate decision.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  tud 
not  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentieman  from 
Missouri  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  nntil 
all  the  members  should  have  become  informed 
upon  the  au^ect.  But  it  is  sud  that  it  is 
proper  to  refor  the  snWect  to  s  committee. 
This  is  a  statement  to  which  a  donbt  may  be 
started.  In  different  bodies  the  modes  <tf  pro- 
ceeding are  diffierent.  Had  this  re8<dutiott 
been  introduoed  in  sach  a  body  as  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  it  would  have  been  committed 
—to  what  t— To  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole, 
because,  as  it  affects  the  whole  country,  every 
member  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  arguments  pro  and  eon,  and  to  offer  his 
opinion  upon  it  But  in  this  body,  said  Mr.  T., 
it  is  the  same  thing  to  submit  a  subject  to  the 
whole  Senate,  as  in  the  Honse  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  was  the  reason 
why  he  thought  the  resolation  should  be  laid 
on  tite  table  until  every  member  was  satisfied 
Trith  the  opinion  he  should  have  ftnmed  upon 
it.  There  were  snUectfl  ot  great  Importance, 
which  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Wh(^  because  they  depend  upon  facta 
not  acoessible  to  oU  the  members,  and  which 
conld  be  more  easily  obtained  by  a  Standing 
Committee,  or  of  which  the  members  might  be 
in  possession.  But  was  this  soch  a  subject? 
The  questions  he  wonld  ask  were :  Does  this 
subject  interest  the  whole  country  ? — and  is  it 
necessary  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  to 
obtain  the  fitcts!  Now,  nr,  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
think  we  can  get  as  mach  information  in  the 
Senate  as  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afflura.  Besides,  the  opinion  yon  get  from  the 
committee  is  but  the  opinion  of  a  majmity  of 
its  members.  Yoa  do  not  hear  the  opinions  of 
tbe  miwnlty,  while,  if  it  was  ^scnased  in  the 
Senate,  yoo  get  the  opinions  of  alL  Therefore, 
this  bdng  a  subleot  which  interests  the  whole 
Union,  aiM  whioD,  in  the  other  Hoqssl  would  be 
VoL.IZ.-M 
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referred  to  a  Oomndttee  <rf  the 'Whole,  and  as  the 
subject  under  conuderation  can  as  wdl  be  nn- 
dentood  without  a  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee as  with,  he  was  in  fevor  of  laying  it  <m 
the  table. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Buiwiwr,  and  deoded  in.  t]w 
affirmative. 


MoiTOAT,  March  8. 
On  th4  JPtiblus  Debt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkntoh,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  him  on  the  26th  alt. : 

"^Mo/ved,  Tbkt  the  Committee  on  nnance  be 
Instntcted  to  Inquire  whether  any  error  has  occurred 
In  the  coQstruction  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  tht  redemptiott  of  tka 
public  debtj'  ptBsed  the  tUrd  day  of  Aarch,  181f, 
in  reference  to  the  amount  of  soqdns  revenue  to  be 
retdned  in  the  Treasury;  and  if  so,  to  report  an 
aneodment  for  restoring  the  section  to  its  true  In- 
tent and  meaoing. 

"Abo,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  and  amend- 
ing the  same  section  (if  no  error  be  found  in  the 
c<ai8tmction  thereoQ  as  to  rsdnee  the  amount  ti 
Burplos  revenue  required  by  that  section  to  remain 
in  uie  Treasury,  from  two  milUonB  of  dollars,  to  one 
minion  or  tess. 

"Also,  That  the  same  committee  be  mstnicted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  and 
amending  the  fifth  Bection  of  the  same  act,  as  to 
inrest  the  Commisaioners  of  the  inking  Fund  with 
a  dinerttumary,  instead  of  a  limUad  authority,  in 
making  purchases  of  the  pablio  debt,  at  tit  tnarJut 
price,  wheneTer,  in  their  judgment,  such  purchases 
can  be  made  twnefldally  for  the  intereats  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  the  state  of  the  Sniung 
Fund  and  existing  engagements  will  permit  them  to 
do  BO. 

"Abo,  That  the  same  committee  be  instructed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  Senate,  showing  within  what 
time  the  present  debt  of  the  Uidted  States  may 
probably  be  paid  off;  and  upon  what  articles,  and 
to  what  amount,  the  present  dudes  may  then  be  n»> 
doced  or  abolished,  consistently  with  the  geneial  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Union." 

Mr.  Bnmnr  nid  that  the  first  branch  of  tha 
resohitdw  went  upon  the  supposition  that 
there  was  an  error  In  the  construction  of  tho 
Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1817,  and  that  he  might 
avoid  all  occasion  for  misapprehen^on,  hei-e  or 
elsewhere,  he  wonld  say  at  once,  that  this 
error,  if  it  existed  at  ail,  was  of  older  dato 
than  the  existence  of  the  present  Administro* 
tion ;  and,  of  course,  that  the  inquiry  that  he 
proposed  to  institute,  whatever  might  be  its 
result,  was  not  intended  to  have  any  bearing 
on  the  condoct  of  gentlemen  now  at  the  heofl 
of  affairs.  He  behoved,  himself^  that  the  error 
existed,  that  it  was  iqjnrions  to  the  pnUio  ser- 
vice, and  that  it  was  the  du^  d  the  legisladve 
department  of  the  Goremment  to  correct  it 
The  fourth  section  of  that  act  directed,  that, 
whenever,  "  in  any  y«ar,"  there  shoold  bs^ 


DEBATES  OF  CONQBESS. 


Digitized  by 


m  ABRISGMBNT  OF  THB 

III  ' 

flnum.]  TkiFtmJMt  [Hues,  18a& 


**at  the  rtM  qf  Congrm,"  a  surptns  in  the 
Tresmry  of  more  than  two  millionB  of  dollars, 
tbove  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of 

such  year,^*  that  all  the  excess  above  that  mm 
sbonld  be  forthwith  piud  to  the  Commissioners 
of  file  Sinking  Fnna,  to  be  by  them  immedi- 
ately applied  to  the  purchase  or  redemption  of 
the  publio  debt  The  words  of  this  section, 
said  Mr.  B.,  are  as  clear  and  po^tive  as  words 
con  be,  in  limiting  the  amount  to  be  left  in  the 
Treasury,  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  over  and 
above  the  appropriotioDB  for  the  year ;  bat  the 
^onstniotion  which  has  been  pat  upon  them,  as 
we  we  from  the  annual  Treasury  Beporta, 
makes  these  two  millions  to  be  exdnsive  of  the 
imapi^ed  balance  of  the  previona  year's  ap- 
propriaUons.  These  unapplied  balances  nsnaliy 
amount,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  upwards  of 
^ree  millions  of  dollars,  and  are  usually  re- 
duced, in  the  course  of  the  first  quarter  of  the 
ensuing  year,  to  less  than  two  millions ;  so  that 
a  reservation  of. two  millions,  at  the  rise  of 
Congress,  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  tfaeni. 
The  difference  of  the  two  constructions  is,  that, 
by  my  construction,  there  most  be  a  surplus  of 
two  millions  in  the  Treasury  before  any  thing 
can  go  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  by  the  Treasnry 
oons&netion,  there  must  he  a  surplus  of  abont 
fbur  mlUiona  first*  This  constmotion  is  clearh^ 
at  war  with  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  tiaSl 
more  with  ita  |dain  intent  and  obvious  mean- 
ing. Its  intent  was  to  hasten  the  extinction  of 
the  public  debt  ^ot  that  purpose  to  pre- 
vent a  single  idle  dollar  from  lying  in  the 
Treasury ;  but  this  constmotion  leaves  two  mil- 
lions idle  in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  idle  to  ns,  though 
it  may  be  productive  to  that  institution,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  paying  its 
interest,  equal  to  $120,000  per  annum,  to  the 
public  creditors. 

Ur.  B.  entered  considerably  into  detail,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  nature  and  amount 
of  these  uneroended  balances.  He  s^  they 
existed  in  all  Governments,  and  must  necessa- 
rily exist  to  a  greater  or  less  amount,  according 
to  the  majErnitode  of  their  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures. To  illuBtrate  this,  he  would  suppose 
that  the  present  year  was  the  first  of  the  exist- 
ence of  uiis  Government,  and  that  the  appro- 

ftriation  for  its  service  was  ten  millions  of  dol- 
BTs.  Kow,  it  would  follow,  of  necessity,  that 
the  whole  amount  of  this  ten  millions  could 
not  be  paid  out  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
Distance  alone  would  prevent  some  demands 
from  getting  in ;  casualties  and  accidents  would 
prevent  the  regular  arrival  of  others ;  defec- 


*  TUs  merre  fand  bu  •iDoe  been  raised  to  ill  mlUiong, 
onlf  tTtniHaj tn  Vocir  up  in  nnnnnnwnn"  inrnnnt  nf  rrrrnnr 
The  Act  Is,  expeitone*  ihovn  thero  b  no  neeendty  tor  any 
NMmd  fluid  om  ind  ibOT*  the  KppfopriiflotNi  bMMiM,  M 
Hen  la  mi7  MMul  trtHtnr  TBport  Ml  the  itBto  of  tlu  lliua- 
■tM,  »  hxgb  proportiMt  «f  the  qtproptlBtliHii^  MinwUmea 
KDoanaaf  t»  IIm  flmth  or  the  fiU  pv^  iwmtatd  nau- 
jentlrL 


tive  voudiers,  or  press  ot  business  in  the  Di- 
Goes,  would  prevent  eome  from  being  adjusted, 
for  weeks,  or  months,  after  they  came  m ;  in 
some  instances  the  service  could  not  be  ren- 
dered, the  work  could  not  be  dtme,  the  eoa- 
tract  could  not  be  performed,  for  whidk  the 
money  was  to  be  paid,  until  after  the  lapse  of 
the  year;  and  in  many  cases,  the  amount  ap- 
propriated, would  be  more  than  enough,  and 
would  leave  a  balance  that  would  not  be  called 
for  at  alL  From  all  these  causes,  it  would  cer- 
tainly happen,  that  a  considerable  portion  ot 
the  ton  mUllms  voted  for  the  service  ^  the 
year,  wonld  remafaiimexpanded  at  its  end;  and 
80  on,  year  aSter  year,  as  loQg  aa  the  GoVem- 
jnmt  existed.  The  history  of  our  own  Gor- 
emment  shows  that  these  balances  amount  to 
upwards  of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  and  tb^ 
are  always  considerably  reduced  in  the  finfc 
(quarter  of  the  ensuing  year,  so  that  two  mil- 
lions at  the  rise  of  any  session  of.  Gongreas,  is 
an  ample  allowance  to  meet  them.  It  was 
upon  the  knowledge  of  these  iacts,  that  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  aUe  and  accomplished  anthor  <tf 
the  Sinking  Fund  Act  of  1S17,  fixed  upon  two 
millions  for  that  purpose ;  but  even  this  I 
to  be  an  unnecessary  provision ;  for  the  annual 
ap^wpriation  of  another  ten  milliws  b^ore 
the  rae  of  Congress,  for  the  new  year's  aer- 
vioe.  wonld  leave  another  onexpended  balance 
of  three  miilirais  to  meet  that  ot  the  preceding 

{rear ;  and  so  on,  as  long  as  the  Govemmoit 
asted;  at  the  end  of  which,  and  not  before, 
would  the  two  millions  be  wanted  to  pay  off 
the  outstanding  claims. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  manner  of  stating  the 
public  accounts  at  the  British  Treasury,  showed 
the  nature  and  amount  of  these  balances  more 
plainly  than  they  ore  seen  in  our  annual  Treas- 
ury Reports.  The  English  used  three  colunns, 
we  hut  two.  In  the  British  account,  the  first 
column  showed  the  oltjeot  of  the  appropriation; 
the  second  showed  the  amount  omn^w-tatMl; 
the  third,  tiie  amount  paid  out.  In  onn^  we 
only  see  the  o^je^  ot  the  arairopriaticHi,  and 
the  amount  paid  out.  The  Mffiarenoe  Kb,  that 
in  the  Briti«i  account,  yon  see  the  balances  in 
detail,  upon  each  separate  it^ ;  in  onra,  you 
only  see  it  in  gross,  and  that  somewhere  else, 
in  the  body  of  the  report 

With  respect  to  these  balances,  Mr.  B.  said 
they  amounted  to  a  large  sum,  constituting  a 
Btfmdmg  deposit  in  the  bank  which  had  the 
keeping  of  the  publio  money,  and  certainly 
yielded  a  handsome  profit  to  that  institution. 
In  England,  while  the  principal  disbursing  of- 
ficers were  their  own  treasurers,  the  profit  on 
the  keeping  of  these  balances,  was  a  perqaiaito 
o£  the  office,  and  quickly  made  the  fortune  of 
the  incumbent.  Ilie  elder  Jtx.  Pitt,  when  he 
was  Paymaster  of  the  ftnrcefl^  about  die  year 
1740;  waa  the^rst  who  refliQed  to  up^OftiaXit 
the  profits  of  these  balances  to  his  own  emolu- 
ment, and  accounted  for  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  average  balance  in  tiie  Paymaster^ 
hands^  was  then  about  100,000  pounds  ttt^agt 
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and  interest  about  four  per  cent. ;  ao  that  Hr. 
Pitt  gave  np  abont  4,000  ponnda  per  annum, 
whion  any  banker  would  hare  given  him  for 
thedepodt  and  use  of  his  balances.  la  later 
times,  when  the  financial  concerns  of  liie  Qov- 
emment  were  so  much  increased  as  to  swell 
this  balance  to  a  million  sterling,  Mr.  Burke, 
bdog  Paymaster  pf  the  forces,  fcdlowed  the 
examine  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  accounted  to  the  Got- 
.ernment  for  the  thirty  thoaaaad  pounds  per 
.annum,  which  it  commanded  from  the  bankers. 
At  present,  the  Bank  of  England  keeps  the 
Glovernment  money,  and  the  aggregate  balances 
amounted  some  years,  to  eleven  nnllions,  equal 
to  double  the  amount  of  our  whole  revenue. 
"Wliether  the  bank  paid  interest  on  so  large  an 
unoont,  he  knew  not,  but  he  did  know  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  pud  nothing  fta  the 
use  <tf  the  pnblio  mon^  in  its  hands ;  he  be> 
lieved  there  was  often  five  or  six  miUifuia  on 
hand,  from  the  collection  of  the  pablio  reve- 
nue ;  and  he  submitted  it  to  the  Senate  to  say, 
whether  it  was  i^ght  or  excusable,  to  augment 
that  great  and  gratuitous  depomt,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  more,  by  ooqutescing  in  an 
erroneous  constnictioa  of  one  of  our  own 
statutes ! 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  which  proposed  to  reduce,  or  to  re- 
peal entirely,  the  reservation  of  two  millions 
of  dollars,  if  the  construction  he  contended  for 
was  not  adopted.  If  his  conBtruotion  was 
adopted,  and  the  Act  of  1817  amended  accord- 
ingly, Uien  Che  reservation  might  remain  to  pay 
BO  mwdi  d  the  outstanding  claims  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  as  remained  unpaid  at  the  end  of 
eath  session  of  Congress.  But,  if  that  con- 
itroction  should  not  be  adopted,  and  the  Treas- 
ury practice  should  continue,  of  reserving  this 
two  millions,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balance  on  hand,  then  the  question  would  pre- 
sent itself,  how  far  it  was  proper  or  justifiable 
to  leave  this  two  millions  as  a  permanent  and 
gratuitous  deposit  in  the  Federal  Bank?  Uo 
conceived  it  would  be  neither  proper  nor  justi- 
fiable to  make  eaoh.  on  nnprohtable  disposition 
of  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money.  There 
waa  no  necessity  for  it,  nor  any  possible  way 
of  using  it  for  the  pnlmo  good.  The  common 
notion^  that  this  reswvanon  waa  a  oontingent 
provision  for  unforeseen  demands,  was  nn- 
ibnndod  and  DaBscious.  No  such  demand  hod 
ever  occurred  »nce  the  foundation  oi  oar  Gov- 
ernment, and  none  such  could  be  paid,  if  they 
did  occur :  for  not  a  cent  of  this  money  conld 
be  used,  until  Congress  dbould  meet,  and  pass 
an  (Impropriation  law  to  draw  it  from  the  Treas- 
ury. No  snch  reservation  existed  before  1817, 
and  no  part  of  it  had  been  used  since ;  and 
these  facts  should  be  sufficient  to  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
tend. But,  if  that  construction  ia  not  adopted, 
the  same  facts  will  show  the  propriety  of 
repealing  the  reservation  ia  toto.  The  repeal 
would  let  two  millions  more  go  annually  to  the 
fiinkbig  rood  than  would  othenriae  go  to  it| 
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and  would  save  $120,000  of  annual  interest,  a 
sum  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  claim  tlie  atten- 
tion of  all  the  ftiends  of  economy. 

The  third  branch  of  the  resolution  proposes 
to  enlam  the  authority  g^ven  to  the  Commis- 
sioners By  the  5th  section  of  the  Sinking  Fimd 
Act,  BO  as  to  vest  them  with  a  diacretlonary, 
instead  of  a  limited  authority,  in  making  pur- 
chases of  the  public  debt  at  its  market  price. 
As  the  section  now  stands,  the  aathority  now 
given  by  it  is  n^otory.  The  limitations  defeat 
its  intention,  "nie  CommiBsioners  are  restrict- 
ed ii-om  purchasing  the  three  per  cent,  stocks 
until  they  fall  to  sixty-five  dollars  for  a  hun- 
dred, and  the  six  per  cents  until  they  are  at 
par ;  and  the  four  and  a  half  and  five  per  cents 
they  cannot  parohase  at  all,  because  they  have 
been  created  since  the  pas^uce  of  the  act,  asA. 
ore  not  included  in  it.  The  uu«e  per  cents  are 
now  at  8S,  and  will  not  foil  lower  except  apm 
the  project  of  bdng  pdd,  (for  the  valne  of 
stocks  is  now  in  proportion  to  their  dun^ion  0 
^e  six  per  cents  will  never  be  at  par ;  and  the 
roar  ana  a  half  and  five  per  cents  are,  some  of 
them,  irredeenuU}le  for  seven  or  eight  years  to 
come.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  cei'tain  that  the 
means  of  the  Treasury  will  be  competent  to 
tlio  extinction  of  several  millions  of  debt  mora 
than  is  redeemable,  and,  unless  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  authority  to 
purchase  at  the  ma^t  price,  this  large  accu- 
mulaUon  of  money  must  either  lie  in  toe  Fed- 
eral Bank,  as  a  gratuitous  deposit,  or  be  lav- 
ished upon  ol^jeots  which  might  not  be  thought 
of  except  for  tiiis  tempting  pile  of  money. 
The  question,  then,  for  Congress  now  to  de- 
cide, IS,  wfaethtf  this  accumulation  of  money 
sluill  go  to  the  bank  for  nothing,  or  be  lavished 
upon  unknown  and  unknowaue  olnects,  or  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt  in 
tlie  only  practicable  niode,  that  of  purchasing 
it  up  beiore  it  is  redeemable,  at  the  market 
price.  My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  this  last  alternative.  I  believe  that  our 
Commissioners  may  be  safely  trusted  with  this 
authority.  The  British  Commissioners  have 
exercised  the  same  authority  unce  the  first 
establishment  of  their  Sinking  Fund  in  1816: 
they  have  purdused  twen^  timea  the  amount 
of  our  present  debt,  and  have  never  been  ao- 
OQsed  of  abusing  their  trust.  Our  Commis- 
sioners must  ho  equally  worthy  of  pubUc  confi- 
dence. They  consist,  and  must  consist,  of  men 
who  cannot  be  presumed  to  lack  discernment 
to  see,  or  integnty  to  prefer  the  best  bargain 
for  their  country.  They  are  gentlemen  who 
fill,  and  must  ml,  the  highest  offices  of  the 
country — the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  and 
the  Attorney-General.  An  ot^ection  to  con- 
ferring this  authority  on  such  a  body  of  men, 
cannot  be  an  objection  to  them,  but  an  ol^eo- 
tion  to  the  object  of  the  authority ;  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  psgrmoit  the  debt  itself.  That 
there  are  persons  who  will  make  that  oUe(^ 
tion,  is  b^ond  questum,  I  ipeal^  not  of  Sea> 
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ators  nor  of  individaals,  in  or  oat  of  this 
Chamber,  bnt  of  nnmeroos  and  powerful  class- 
es of  tiie  commonitj,  whose  sentiments  are 
Imown  to  me.  Thwe  are  such  claaseL  and  I 
Till  specify  them :  1.  The  holders  of  the  debt 
are  agiunst  its  payment^  because  the^  wish  to 
lire  at  their  ease  upon  the  interest,  and  have 
the  whole  conntrj  bound  and  mortgaged  to 
them  for  the  ultimate  pajment  of  the  princi- 
pal. 2.  The  inhabitants  of  the  places  in  whioh 
the  debt  is  owned  are  against  it,  because  it  has 
drawn  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
into  their  neighborhoods,  and  is  still  drawing 
on  at  the  rate  of  three  niillioDS  per  annum.  8. 
Some  dinnterested  pet^le  are  against  it,  be- 
cause thejr  are  afraid  that,  foreigners  will  cany 
off  the  twenty  miUiona  owned  by  them,  and 
make  a  dearth  of  mcmey  at  hcHue ;  as  if  the 
place  of  thia  twenty  woiud  not  be  sni^Ued  by 
the  fbrty  millions  paid  to  domestio  CTeditOTs, 
and  which  wonld  uien  come  Into  circulation ; 
and  as  tf  the  foreigners  had  not  already  tiiree 
timea  carried  away  the  amount  of  th^  cwital 
m  interest,  and  would  again  carry  off  its 
amount,  in  the  same  way,  in  every  succesBire 
period  of  edxteen  years,  until  the  capital  was 
pud  I  4.  Another  class  is  opposed  to  it  be- 
eanse  they  look  npon  a  public  debt  as  auxiliary 
to  the  strength  and  duration  of  the  Govem- 
nent,  by  interesting  the  moneyed  interest,  and' 
binding  Ihem  to  its  support.  This,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent^ is  a  very  ancient  doctrine,  but  not  with- 
out its  advocates  in  modem  times.  It  is  the 
invention  of  a  crafty  Greek,  who  had  to  make 
up  in  fraud  what  he  lacked  in  force ;  I  speak 
Eumenee,  who  was  Secretary  to  Alezaiider 
the  Great.  This  man  of  the  pen,  upon  the 
death  of  hia  master,  put  in,  among  the  Gene- 
rals, for  a  kingdom  out  of  tbe  wrecks  of  hia 
emi^j  and  having  no  army  to  sustain  his 
pretensions,  he  bad  recourse  to  fraud  to  raise 
one  and  bind  it  to  him.  For  ^is  purpose  he 
borrowed  all  the  money  he  could  from  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  then  told  them  that  their 
chance  for  payment  depended  npon  their  sup- 
porting him  in  possession  of  Cappadoda  and 
Faphlagonia,  provinces  which  he  nad  marked 
out  for  his  future  kingdom.  Of  course  these 
officers  and  soldiers  did  not  want  to'loae  their 
money ;  and,  like  provident  men,  fell  In  with 
the  only  ooime  which  could  aave  it  Th^ 
ftn^t  for  Enmenea;  they  made  him  king, 
they  made  his  ehildrni  kings  after  him ;  and, 
In  return,  the  king  and  his  children  made  the 
people  of  the  kiuMom  perpetual  tributaries  to 
these  money-lenders.  In  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  the  sum  borrowed.  And  this,  Ur.  Pres- 
ident, is  the  origin  of  the  notion  which  has 
been  bo  compendiously  expressed  in  our  own 
country,  in  that  famous  declaration,  that  a 
publio  debt  mu  a  puhlie  hUmng.  In  later 
times,  and  in  our  parent  country,  we  have  seen 
the  poli(7  of  the  crafty  Greek  revived  and 
acted  nprai  by  a  crafty  Dutchman,  miliam, 
Friuoe  of  Orange,  who  had  need  of  both  frand 
and  ferea  to  maintain  htmaelf  on  the  thnme, 


from  which  he  had  chased  his  Cather-ln-Iaw. 
Be  also  bound  the  moneyed  interest  to  his  snp- 
port  by  borrowine  their  cash,  and  thus  laid  the 
foundwon  far  that  frightful  national  debt^ 
which  now  overhangs  and  ovmrfadnu  dw 
British  empire.  Such  an  example  as  this 
should  explode  the  notion  that  a  public  debt 
was  a  publio  blesBing.  Tbe  doctnne,  at  bei^ 
is  only  applicable  to  monarchies,  founded  in 
force  or  fraud,  and  where  one  part  of  tbe  sub- 
jects have  to  be  bribed  to  keep  the  rest  in  sub- 
jection ;  and  even  then  the  debt  must  be  large, 
diffused  over  the  country,  and  held  in  many 
hands;  while  our  Government  is  Republican, 
founded  on  the  affections  of  the  people,  and 
our  debt  is  small ;  one-third  of  it  owned  1^ 
foreigners,  the  rest  centered  in  a  corner  of  the 
Union,  and  held  by  a  few.  ff.  The  last  class  of 
ol^ectors  which  I  shall  mention,  coomsta 
those  who  think  our  debt  a  trifle,  which  can  ba 
paid  at  any  time,  and  who  are  for  letting  it 
alone  at  present,  and  applying  our  money  to 
other  objects,  liis,  Mr.  President,  is  the  most 
dangerous  class  of  objectors ;  for  they  are  no- 
merous,  honest,  perfectly  weU  intentioned,  and 
mean  no  harm  themselves,. btit  do  the  greatest 
possible  mischief,  by  becoming  the  alliea  of  the 
money-lenders,  and  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
blessedness  of  a  public  debt  It  is  to  this  c\am 
of  politicians  that  Great  Britain  is  indebted  for 
her  present  tremendous  debt  ThiU  debt  is  the 
growth  of  a  single  century — a  short  period  in 
the  life  of  a  nation — and  took  its  gigantic  start 
in  the  very  doctrine  which  I  am  now  eomb^ 
ing.  At  the  commencement  of  the  laat  c«ii- 
tuiy,  this  debt  was  hut  rixteen  millions  ai^  a 
half  sterling  (about  aevenly  millions  of  dtdlan) 
— very  nearly  the  amount  of  our  debt  at  pres- 
ent, and  as  little  prospect  of  its  growing  to 
what  it  now  is.  One  class  of  politicians  were 
then  anxious  to  pay  it  off ;  another  considered 
it  as  a  trifle,  which  could  be  pidd  at  any  time, 
and  insisted  upon  applying  the  public  nKmey  to 
other  objects.  Thia  classprevuled ;  and  what 
was  the  consequence  ?  Why,  sir,  the  season 
of  peace,  in  which  alone  a  public  debt  can  be 
piUd,  passed  away:  wars  came  on;  and  one 
year  of  war  creates  more  debt  than  many  years 
of  peace  can  discharge.  The  war  for  the  aa> 
curity  of  the  Protestant  soooesrioa  came  cn, 
and  r^sed  the  rixteen  mflUons  to  fifly-foor  mil- 
lions :  that  for  the  Dntch  barrier  fdhnred,  and 
rused  it  to  eeventy-eight  millions;  then  the 
seventy  years*  war,  which  carried  it  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions ;  then  the  war  with 
us,  which  put  it  up  to  two  hundred  and  HdxtT 
mUlions ;  and,  finally,  the  wars  of  the  TttmoL 
Bevolution,  which  advanced  it  to  nine  hundred 
millions,  equal  to  four  thoosand  millions  <tf 
dollars,  at  which  it  now  stands,  mocking  all 
idea  of  payment  and  crushing  the  people  un- 
der a  mgntfhl  load  of  taxes,  to  meet  the  an- 
nual interest  Such  a  result  ahould  be  a  warn- 
ing to  ns.  It  should  admonidi  ns  to  esdiew- 
the  policy  which  has  imoved  so  flUal  la  car 
parent  ooimti7.  It  ihoDld  omttoD  u  to  pigr 
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oar  debt  while  we  can,  and  not  to  run  the  risk 
of  meriting  from  oqt  posterity  of  a  hundred 
years  Iience,  the  bitter  reproaches  which  the 
English  are  the  vrwmt  d^r  lavishing  upon, 
tiieir  anceatwa  of  the  raigiu  of  Qneen  Anne 
and  George  the  First. 

The  fourth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolution 
reqnirea  the  ilnanoe  Ck)mmittee  to  report  on 
the  probable  time  within  which  the  present 
debt  of  the  United  States  may  be  paid ;  and 
upon  what  articles,  and  to  what  amount^  the 
duties  now  payable,  may  then  be  reduced  or 
abolished.  This  is  an  inquiry,  Mr.  Preudent, 
of  the  deepest  concern  to  the  people ;  and  the 
report  of  the  committee,  if  ordered  to  make 
one,  will  be  looked  for  with  the  greatest  impa- 
tience and  solicitude.  In  my  own  opinion,  oar 
debt  may  be  paid  o£f  in  fire  years,  and  duties 
ab<rfiabea  to  t3ie  amount  of  eleven  or  twelve 
mitliona.  The  debt  is  now,  nominally,  sixty- 
sevMi  millions— tn  reality,  about  fifty-eight: 
for  seven  millions  is  in  the  Uidted  States  Bank 
stock,  which  is  worth  more  than  par,  and 
brings adividendequal toitsinterest;  andthir- 
teeo  millions  is  in  the  three  per  cent  stock, 
which  is  fifteen  per  cent,  below  par,  and  may 
be  bought  for  about  eleven  millions.  A  Sink- 
ing Fund  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  would 
extingui^  the  actual  debt,  in  five  years,  (let- 
ting all  the  public  works  go  on  as  usual,)  and 
it  would  reqnire  but  little  aud  from  our  legisla- 
Uon  to  make  that  fund  amount  to  tliirteen  or 
fourteen  millions.  It  is  ten  millions  now,  and 
is  increanng  fhun  the  improving  state  of  the 
etnwnerce.  The  rostoration  of  the  4th  see- 
tioa  of  the  Act  ot  1817  to  its  true  and  obvious 
meaning^  woald  increase  It  to  two  miUioDB 
more ;  and  a  more  r^id  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  according  to  the  plan  which  I  have  bad 
the  honor  to  propose,  would  further  increase 
it,  to  the  amount  of  another  million  or  up- 
wards. Thus,  in  five  years,  the  debt  may  be 
extinguished,  and  the  great  questions  placed 
before  Congress,  whether  the  present  revenue 
rtioU  be  kept  up  t  And  if  so,  for  what  objects  ? 
Or  reduced  I  And  if  so,  upon  what  articles 
tiie  reduction  shall  fall,  and  to  what  amount  ? 
These  will  be  great  questions,  worthy  to  en- 
Mge  the  deliberations  of  the  whole  Union,  and 
toe  discnsnwk  of  th«n  develop  a  new  line 
in  the  division  of  politioal  parties.  Some  may 
be  for  keeping  up  the  whole  reremie,  and  mak- 
ing the  Federal  GovemmMit  strong  and  splen- 
did;  others  may  be  for  ft  redaction  of  the  taxes, 
and  for  limiting  the  revenue  to  the  Just  and 
neoeesary  support  of  a  plun  Bepublican  Gov- 
ernment. I  snail  myself  be  found  in  the  ranks 
of  this  latter  party ;  and  to  enable  it  to  act 
best  for  the  public  good,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  public  mind  be  consulted  before  it  acts. 
The  abolition  of  duties  will  be  a  delicate  and 
responsible  task — it  will  be  the  counterpart  of 
an  imposition  of  duties— and  shoold  be  exe- 
cuted in  strict  subordination  to  the  will  of  the 
people.  For  one,  I  should  wish  my  constitn- 
ents  to  know  my  seathnents^  and,  in  rettun,  I 


should  like  to  know  theirs.  If  we  disagree,  I 
promise  them  one  of  two  thin^ — either  to  exe- 
cute their  will,  or  to  retire  from  my  station. 
Here,  then,  is  my  creed :  I  am  for  ab(diahing 
duties  in  toto^  as  soon  as  the  pubUc  debt  & 
paid  off,  upon  all  artidea  of  pnme  neoe8ri<7, 
or  ordlnaiT  comfort,  which  are  not  made  at 
home  at  all,  or  not  made  in  snffident  quanti^ 
to  merit  national  protection;  and  I  am  fw 
continuing  them  on  articles  m  taste  and  hix- 
ury,  and  upon  snch  rival  productions  of  forei^ 
coontries,  as  our  security  in  time  of  war,  and 
our  general  independence  as  a  nation,  reqairee 
to  be  made  at  home.  This  is  what  I  We  said 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  repeat,  because 
I  have  been  misrepresented,  and  my  words 
mutilated  and  garbled  for  party  purposes.  I 
will  be  more  explicit,  and  spedfir  snne  of  the 
articles  whidi  I  would  adeet  for  enmption 
fVom  dn^.  I  win  name  ooBSaOf  of  whion  m 
have  imported  forty  miUioos  of  pounds  wdght 
in  &o  year ;  teas,  of  which  tiie  imports  haw 
been  ten  millions  <tf  pounds ;  spices,  imported 
to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  pounds;  cocoa 
and  chocolate,  four  milUons ;  Unens  to  the 
value  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  these 
articles,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  which, 
might  be  named,  the  duties  might  be  abolished, 
I  apprehend,  with  advantage  to  manufacturers, 
as  well  as  fitrmers  and  merchants :  for  they  are 
necessaries  of  life  which  enter  into  use  in  tiie 
living  of  every  famfly,  and  lowering  their 
price,  would  be  lowering  the  price  of  labor, 
which  the  mannftotwy  demands.  Salt,  sugar, 
blanketa,  and  flannel,  present  another  class  of 
necessaries  and  comforts,  npon  which  mmt 
diverrity  of  opinion  might  arise.  They  are 
necessaries  of  life,  and  partially  made  at  bome^ 
but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  answer  the 
public  demand.  Large  importations  of  them 
are  made  from  abroul,  and  heavy  duties  are 

Esid  npon  them.  Of  salt,  we  import  four  mil- 
ous  of  boshels,  the  duty  twenty  cents  to  the 
Government,  and  ten  cents  profit  on  it  to  the 
merchant;  of  sugar,  eighty  millions  of  pounds, 
the  duty  three  and  four  cents  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  one  more  to  the  merchant ;  ot 
blankets  and  fiannels,  we  import  to  the  value 
of  ft  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pvlng  ftbova 
four  hnndred  thousand  doUara  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  near  two  hun&wd  thousand  more  to 
tbe  merchant.  Upon  these  it«ns  there  nuqr  be 
^vertity  of  opinion,  and  the  will  of  tbe  people 
should  be  known.  Let  no  one  say  it  is  too 
soon  for  the  people  to  bc^  to  think  upon  this 
subject  I  detest  that  saying^  in  all  its  bear^ 
ings  and  applications.  It  is  never  too  soon  for 
the  people  to  think,  but  often  too  late  t  It  is 
not  too  soon  for  them  to  begin  to  think  now 
about  the  abolition  of  duties.  Their  Bepresent- 
atives  will  have  to  act  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  four  or  five  years;  and  would,  doubtlo^ 
wish  to  be  informed  of  tiie  sentiments  <^  their 
constituents.  The  report  of  the  eoramittee, 
which  I  proimse  to  obtain,  will  give  them  that 
advamtifSb    It  will  set  the  pnbUo  mind  to 
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voA,  and  will  enaUe  the  people  to  manifest 
tiieir  wishes  in  time  to  gnide  and  enlighten  the 
dedrion  of  BepresentatiTes. 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  ^d  not,  on  any  occasion, 
ehrioli  from  its  daly,  and  they  would  take  up 
the  Bolgect  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  would 
make  but  one  remark  upon  the  statements  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the 
two  millions  of  dollars  reserved  in  the  Treas- 
nry.  There  were  several  contingencies  to 
which  this  snm  was  liable.  One  was  the  prac- 
tice of  Congress  ti^uently  to  make  appropri- 
ations of  lai^  sums  of  money,  not  caicalated 
OD  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  esti- 
mates ;  and  then  this  sum  came  in  and  ftilfilled 
Ae  designs  of  Congress.  Lost  year,  thb  «^ 
clkiatiMi  of  the  two  millions  was  made  to  a 
large  amount.  Congress  made  each  Uberal  de- 
Duds  npon  it,  that  ont  four  hundred  tiioiuand 
dollars  remained  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
veneement  of  this  year. 

lb,  Jousnosr,  of  Louisiana,  rose  in  reply  to 
ICr.  Bkhtoit.  He  said  he  should  not  oppose 
the  refsrence  of  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
usual  course ;  but  he  could  not  permit  them  to 
pass  to  the  committee,  after  the  elaborate  argu- 
ment by  which  they  had  been  recommended, 
without  expressing  his  entire  dissent  to  the 
opinions  ana  views  of  the  gmtleman  ieom  Ifia- 
ioari. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  error  in  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1817^  either  in  principle, 
or  in  the  eoustmotitm  of  it  I  think  the  act 
plain,  that  there  is  no  misconception  of  its 
meaning,  and  that  it  is  fonnded  in  just  views  of 
our  financial  affiurs.  This  act  was  intended  to 
M^ropriate  ten  miUitms  of  dollars  annually  to 
the  redemption  of  the  puUio  debt,  after  the 
year  1817,  and  was,  consequently,  a  standing 
appropriation  after  the  current  expenses  of  the 
year,  if  the  Treasury  was  adequate  to  pay  it. 
This  part  of  the  law  gives  rise  to  no  difficulty, 
as  the  reservation  does  not  apply  to  this  sec- 
tion. But  an  additional  section  of  the  act  is 
in  these  words :  "  That,  after  the  year  1817, 
vhenevo-  there  shall  be,  at  any  time  after  an 
a^oumment  of  Congress  in  any  year,  a  surplus 
of  money  in  the  IVeasniTi  above  the  sums  ap- 
prt^riatod  for  the  servtoe  of  each  year,  the 
Moment  of  whidi  to  the  Commlraiouers  of  the 
oinking  Fund  will  yet  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at 
tiie  end  oi  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two 
milUons  of  dollan,  then  such  surplus  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  berebr,  appropriated  to  the 
Sinking  Fond,  to  be  paid  at  such  times  as  the 
situation  of  the  Treasury  will  best  permit,  and 
shall  be  applied  by  the  Ccunmissioners  thereof  to 
the  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 

By  this  section,  two  millions  are  directed  to 
be  left  untouched  in  the  Treasury,  and  all  the 
surplus,  after  such  reservation,  is  to  be  Applied 
to  tiie  public  debt  The  gentleman  from  Mis- 
oonii  BQi^KweB  that  this  reservation  is  ^ther  a 
miscimoeption  <rf  the  act,  or  is  founded  in  erro* 
BMiis  pnndplei^  it  bdng,  oa  he  suppooeB^  un- 


necessary to  reserve,  even  by  estimation,  any 
mon^  in  the  Trwnry,  and,  consequent^,  thi^ 
all  the  estimated  resources  for  the  year  mi^  be 
^afely  appropriated  by  anticipation.  The  act 
seems  too  plain  to  be  misconceived,  and  has 
received  a  uniform  constmctioh  by  tiie  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  must  be  a 
surplus  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  over  and 
above  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  and  the  ten  millions,  and  the  two  re- 
served minions.  The  balance  is  surplus,  and 
is,  by  the  act,  appropriated  to  tiie  public  debt 

"After  the  aajoumment  of  Congress,"  the 
estimate  is  made  for  the  year.  The  net  bal- 
ance of  the  Treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
(excluding  what  was  appropriated  for  the  eer- 
vice  of  the  last  year,  urn.  all  funds  not  avwl- 
able,)  is  added  to  the  estimated  rerenne  of  the 
year.  A  sum  equd  to  the  appropriations  made 
by  Congreea  for  the  service  of  tlie  year  is  set 
apart — ten  millions  are  directed  to  be  applied 
during  the  year  to  the  principal  and  interest  q{ 
the  public  debt  If  any  balance  remains  in  the 
Treasury,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  rev- 
enue, two  millions  is  allowed  to  cover  all  defl- 
denciee  and  variations  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
suiplus  Is  applied  to  the  public  debt 

The  reason  why  two  millions  was  directed 
by  the  act  to  be  reser\'ed,  was,  that  the  calcu- 
latioa  of  the  amount  on  which  they  are  to 
operate,  is  founded  on  an  estimate  of  what 
may  bo  in  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  not 
what  is  actually  there.  It  was  known  that 
our  levenne  was  liable  to  fioctnations  of  two 
or  three  millions  a  year,  from  causes  that 
oould  not  be  autirapated  even  one  year  in  ad- 
vance. Our  importation  are  subject  to  vari*- 
tions,  and  the  revenue  arisinK  therefrom  to  cor- 
req>onding  irregularities.  Ihere  are,  be^des, 
inequalities  in  the  different  quarters  of  the 
year,  that  materially  affect  the  receipts  of  the 
year ;  and  we  have  experienced  the  same  thing 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  so  as  to 
baffle  oil  calculation  of  the  actual  Tesult  of  the 
revenue  for  the  year.  It  was  a  knowledge  of 
this  uncertainty,  in  all  financial  estimatca,  that 
induced  the  reservation  <^  the  two  millions,  to 
guard  against  a  probable  contmgency  of  ^pp^- 
mg  more  to  the  pnbUo  debt  than  mi^t  be 
found  in  the  Treasury.  The  wisdom  mA  the 
fore^ght  of  thb  provision  has  been  ezon^ified 
by  the  experience  of  the  lost  ten  yean.  Tn 
1817,  the  estimated  receipts  from  customs  were 
twenty-four  millions;  the  actual  receipts  ex- 
ceeded that  sum  b^  two  millions,  and  this  is 
probably  a  solitary  mstance.  In  1818,  the  esti- 
mated receipts  were  twenty  millions ;  the 
actual  were  three  millions  less.  In  1819,  esti- 
mated twenty-one  millions;  and  the  reveone 
fell  short  near  a  million.  In  1820,  the  estimate 
of  nineteen  millions  was  found  by  the  result  to 
be  four  millions  too  much.  In  1821,  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  estimated  foorteoi  mil- 
lions; but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans^ 
with  the  same  data,  estimated  IS  millioosL  It 
prodooed  hot  18  nulliuiB,    These  difference* 
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uise  Tith  the  ablest  men,  vith  all  the  informa- 
lion  necessary  to  a  correct  judgment.  They 
can  but  approximate  the  true  result.  There 
are  some  facts  and  some  principles  which  are 
nseful  in  forming  these  estimates ;  but,  with  all 
their  aid,  it  is  bat  coiyectaral.  There  are  no 
known  laws  that  govern  them.  Ej^cvience 
has  shown,  perb^>8,  that  two  mUlions  is  a  safe 
allowance  for  the  flnotnations  of  commerce, 
and  the  varions  exigencies  that  may  arise  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  the  last  twelve  years,  the  re- 
ceipts have  varied  from  near  uiirty-four  to 
thirteen  millions.  Bat  from  this  serin  we  are 
able  to  form  a  more  accurate  estimate  of  the 
general  average  of  the  revenue.  The  receipts 
for  twelve  years  may.  be  said  to  average  twon- 
ty-one  millions — for  the  last  five  years  twenty- 
two  millions ;  and  this  is  a  sufficient  basis  for 
all  financial  oaloulation.  It  will  probably  vary 
from  twenty  to  twenty-fonr  millions.  We  may 
allow,  in  round  nnmbera,  ten  millions  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  Government  established 
by  law ;  ten  millions  for  the  public  debt ;  and 
the  eztraordinaiT  apprwriatlons  average  from 
one  to  three  millioiu.  So  that,  upon  no  ordi- 
nary oflknla^oiif  can  more  than  ten  milUona  be 
applied,  nor  caa  we  antunpate  there  will  be  a 
snrplns. 

Ag^n :  We  know  that,  during  that  period, 
the  receipts  of  the  Qovemment  have  not 
allowed  the  regular  applicaUon  of  ten  millions, 
and  have  not  been  found  equal  to  this  standinfl; 
demand  on  the  Treasury.  We  have  piu^ 
daring  that  period,  1184,606,206,  of  which 
$18,786,748  was  provided  for  by  loan ;  leaving 
the  amount  actually  paid  $116,719,458 ;  where- 
as, the  application  at  ten  millions  for  twelve 
years  would  have  extinguished  one  hmidred 
■nd  twentjr  millions.  There  is,  therefore,  due 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  more  than  four  millioiu. 
This  shows,  however,  how  nearly  it  has  met 
Uie  expectations  of  ^e  coontry,  and  is  an  evi- 
dence of  the  ability  of  the  distinguislied  man 
who  framed  the  bilL  Bnt  it  shows,  at  the 
same  time,  that  there  has  been  no  snrplns. 

It  seems  to  my  mind  the  gentleman  labors 
under  some  erroneous  impression  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  seems  to  think  that  sometUng  has 
been  lost,  by  mismanagement  of  the  funds, 
either  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  or  the  mia- 
constmction  of  it,  and  supposes,  by  changing 
the  act,  he  will  save  the  mterest  of  two  mif 
lions  a  year.  Sir,  since  the  operatioa  of  the 
act,  there  has  never  been  a  snrplns  of  two  mil- 
Uona, whidk  coold  hare  been  applied  to  the 
debt  On  the  contrary,  on  the  1st  Jannaxy, 
1818,  '19.  *30,  '31,  the  fbor  flnt  years  after  the 
aot  oreatmg  l^e  Sinking  Fand,  and  also  In  1884 
and  1826,  there  was  no  balance  in  the  Tteasa- 
ry,  bnt  a  great  deficient,  to  wit; 

1st  /an.  181S,      ....  $4,058,862 

1819,  ....  2,060,488 

1880,      ....  fi,201,157 

18S1,  ....  2,064,724 

1824,       ....  2,382,030 

ISSfi,  ...  .  161,269 
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On  the  iBt  January,  1832,  there  was  in  the 
Treasury  only  $401,166 ;  on  tbe  let  of  Janu- 
ary, 1823,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  $5,462,413 
not  applied,  because  there  was  no  redeemable 
debt  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  On  the  1st 
January,  1826,  there  was  a  sum  eqnal  to  a  mil- 
lion in  the  Treasury,  and  that  balance  aUll  re- 
mains, and  will  be  carried  to-tiie  estimated  re> 
oeipts  of  the  year,  to  compose  the  taoA  of  the 
Treasury,  fbr  the  year,  oat  of  which  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  will  be  taken,  including 
the  ten  millions;  and  if  there  is  any  surplus, 
after  allowing  two  millions  for  varialions  of 
revenue,  it  will  be  also  applied  to  the  publio 
debt.  If  the  gentleman  could  find  the  two 
mUlions  which  could  have  been,  but  whidi 
have  not  been  applied,  in  consequence  of  this, 
act,  I  would  consent  to  apply  it ;  but  if,  at  any 
period,  that  sum  had  bec^i  implied,  the  Treas- 
ury would  be  now  minus  a  millioiu  The  error 
conststs  in  Uie  idea  that  aoch  sum  has  laid  idle 
in  the  Treasury.  It  was  never  there.  A  view 
of  the  whole  sulfject  will  show  the  sound  dis- 
cretion which  has  been  exerdsed  over  the 
application  of  the  ftmda,  rinoe  the  peace,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sum  that  remained,  in 
1828,  unemployed ;  bnt  that  was  the  bodnen 
of  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  purchase  stock,  mi  there  was  none 
at  that  time  redeemable. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  recommended, 
in  his  report,  in  December,  1826,  a  loan  of  six- 
teen millions,  at  6  per  cent.,  to  pay  otf  a  debt 
of  6  per  cent.,  and  which,  if  earned  into  effect^ 
wonld  have  produced,  at  once,  a  lar^  saving 
to  the  Government,  bnt  this  proposition  was 
rejected  by  Oungress  at  the  last  session.  That, 
to  my  mind,  was  the  Ume  and  place  for  econo- 
my. That  would  hare  realised  more  than 
ocndd  zesnlt  from  the  interest  of  the  imaginary 
two  miltifflu,  if  tfa^  had  actually  e^rted  in 
tbe  Traasniy,- 

Sir,  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  the  ten  milUcms,  will 
leave  us  from  two  to  three  millions  a  year,  fw 
all  objects  of  a  miscellaneoas  character,  includ- 
ing internal  improvements,  roads,  canals,  break- 
waters, piers,  deepening  channels,  removing 
obstructions  in  rivers,  purchases  of  land  from 
Indians,  and  vaiions  other  clums  upon  the 
oonntry.  During  the  last  three  years,  a  lai^ 
sum  has  been  ^plied  by  Congress  to  these 
objects  of  great  utility,  and  of  indiqtensable 
neoesfflty.  These  appropriations  wUl,  doubt- 
leas,  be  Gontinaed  by  Congress.  What  ftitnr* 
expectation  can  there  be,  that  there  will  ever 
be  a  snri^  of  two  millions?  We  have  an 
aotoal  snrplns,  now  ascertained,  of  a  million, 
bnt  we  have  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  to 
the  surviving  officers  of  the  Bevolntion ;  and, 
while  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  million  to  the 
public  debt,  it  is,  at  the  same  moment,  pro- 
posed to  rmse  the  million  for  the  officers  by  a 
new  loan ;  and  where  is  the  economy  of  that  ? 

The  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  estimate*  an 
excess  of  reoeipta,  Iw  the  present  year,  of 
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$2,868,674,  and  this  sam  is  liable  to  the  usual 
Taristiona.  Bnt  what  are  the  demands  upon 
it?  There  is  a  bill  before  ns,  which  contem- 
plates the  commencement  of  a  breakwater  at 
the  moQth  of  the  Delaware,  which  will  cost 
more  than  two  miUionB,  ana  which  proposes 
$250,000  a  year.  There  is  another  anticipated 
at  Nantocket,  of  about  half  that  cost,  which 
will  also  require  $200,000  a  year.  There  are 
applications  for  openinff  a  oommonlcation  from 
iJttemarle  Boond  to  the  Atlantic ;  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  month  of  Cape  Fear  River ; 
(^>ening  tiie  &IIs  on  the  Wabash ;  removing  the 
rafts  in  Bed  River ;  and  obstmotions  from  the 
Ohio  and  UlBsissippi  Rivers,  and  many  others  of 
less  importance.  This  is  besides  the  removal 
of  Indians  and  pnrchases  of  land,  the  claims  of 
States  for  advances  dnricg  the  war,  and  the 
mivate  clums  now  pending  amoonting  to  more 
wan  half  a  million. 

Kow,  the  simple  qaestion  is,  whether  these 
ol^ects  are  of  more  pressing  importance  than 
the  payment  of  this  additional  two  millions  to 
the  pnUlc  deU,  which  voold  hasten  its  eztln- 
ffrishment  Btda  more  than  (ne  year,  while 
fliese  great  ol^ectB  must  be  n^lected.  Upon 
this  pomt  my  mind  Is  made  np. 

The  regnlar  application  of  ten  millions  will 
txtingnish  the  public  debt  early  in  1886,  and, 
In  the  mean  time,  from  two  to  three  millions  a 
year  may  be  distribnted  over  the  country,  to 
improve  the  navigation,  by  artificial  harbors, 
deepening  channels,  erecting  piers,  and  other 
VBeml  works  npon  the  coast ;  to  improve  the 
eommnnicfttions  between  the  States,  by  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  oonntry,  now  vastly 

riter  than  the  foreign.  The  public  debt  is 
a  pn^rese  of  rapid  extingaishment,  and 
Adte  as  ri^d  as  it  on^  to  be,  not  to  disturb 
toe  eoimnero&  or  the  capital,  or  the  oiroalatlon 
of  the  uetallto  medium  of  the  coantry.  The 
itoek  of  the  United  States,  to  a  oertidn  extoit, 
forms  a  part  of  its  capital.  Br  paying  it  off, 

{OD  do  not  increaae  tne  oiroalating  me^um, 
Dt  yoo  destrmr  that  part  which  is  a  substitute 
for  capital.  How  fiu*  this  stock  enters  into  the 
capital  upon  which  trade  and  commerce  is  car- 
ried on,  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  anticipate  the 
effect  upon  them,  of  withdrawing,  in  a  short 
period,  seventy  or  eighty  millions  of  stock.  It 
is  probable  that,  by  a  gradual  operation  of  ten 
millions  a  year,  no  dangerous  effect  will  result. 
Every  thing  wiU  sradually  accommodate  itself 
to  the  changes  eolng  on.  But  nothing  is  more 
to  be  dreaded  than  causes  which  snc^enly  de- 
range the  money  mai^et;  apanic,  then,  de- 
ranges every  thing  else.  Tne  moment  the 
dram  is  felt,  the  banks  curtdl,  mone;^  appre- 
dates,  propo^  sinks  in  value :  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, sacrifice,  distress,  and  bankruptcy, 
follow.  It  is  the  business  of  statesmen  to  look 
to  this,  and  to  g^Brd  against  it.  If  a  drdn  of 
specie  in  the  Western  country  has  nrodnced 
great  sacrifloe  and  ruin,  what  would  be  its 
effects  upon  the  Atlantic  States,  and  in  our 
l^e  citbMt  Twenty  millions  of  this  stock  is 


held  by  foreigners,  and  the  gentleman  says  that 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  to  the  annual  amount 
of  the  interest  When  this  debt  is  piud  o^  if 
this  sum  is  reinvested  in  the  country,  we  shah 
contribute  to  them  the  amount  of  this  interest ; 
but  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  foreigners 
will  not  invest  in  any  institutions  of  tiie  States. 
The  capital  is  attracted  here  by  a  profitaUe 
investment  in  jmblie  stocks  of  the  Oovenmunt, 
on  the  fidth  <a  whicih  they  rely.  Thn^  have  no 
ctmfidence  in  local  institutions.  If  twm^ 
millions  were  withdrawn  too  suddenly,  h 
might  disturb  the  circulating  medium,  and, 
thereby,  the  trade  and  commerce,  as  well  as 
the  value  of  property.  I  wish  the  public  debt 
pud  off,  as  fast  as  it  is  safe  to  do  so.  I  think 
the  rate  of  ten  millions  a  year  is  rapid  enough, 
and  oug^t  not  to  be  accelerated. 

The  gentleman  says  there  is  a  balance  <tf 
four  mijlioDs,  at  all  times,  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  use  of  which  that  institntion 
eqjoys  gratuitously.  It  is  true,  the  bank  re- 
ceives, in  depoidL  at  different  places,  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  Ooverament,  whidi  tfa^  pav 
out  to  Hie  order  of  the  Treasuty,  as  it  is  called 
for,  to  meet  tiie  qipropriations ;  that  about  a 
quarter  (rf  the  amount,  varying  from  three  to 
five  millions,  is  always  in  the  vaults  in  ad- 
vance; the  use  of  which,  he  supposes,  is  a 
boon  to  the  bank,  and  withont  equivalent  It 
we  had  a  Treasury  of  our  own,  we  must  alw^ 
have  a  quarter  year's  revenue  in  advance. 
That  must  lie  idle  and  unemployed  in  onr  cof- 
fers. That  immense  sum  must  be  trusted  to 
the  integrity  of  a  single  individual,  and  must 
pass  through  the  hands  of  twenty  irresponaUe 
agents.  Disbursements  must  be  made,  loans 
discharged,  and  pennons  paid,  at  various 
points.  It  would  require  a  complicated  mar- 
chlnery ;  and,  even  then,  ezpoises  and  losses 
woold  be  ineorred,  and  inconveidences  eiperi- 
eneed.  I  brieve  the  bank  a  neoesaary  ap- 
pendage of  the  Treasury,  which,  besides  afford- 
ing a  sound  currency  for  the  payment  of  da- 
ties,  facility  of  exchange,  and  transmisdcm  by 
checks,  performs,  without  compmsation,  and 
without  loss,  all  the  moneyed  operations  of  the 
Government.  Is  it  nothing  Uiat  we  have  s 
safe  depository,  and  a  responnble  agent  I  Is 
security  and  accommodation  nothing !  We  are 
large  stockholders  ourselves,  and  partake,  to 
that  extent,  in  any  profit  it  may  give.  Bnt, 
nr,  how  infinitely  more  important  must  this 
institution  become  In  time  of  war.  Besidea, 
this  balance  is  alwaya  appropriated,  and  no 
longer  the  fond  of  the  nation.  It  is  de^odted 
for  those  who  have  a  rigjht  to  recdve  it,  and 
that  right  is  perfect  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
liable  to  be  drawn  at  any  time. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  looking  for- 
ward to  the  extinguishment  of  this  debt,  has 
broached  new  and  dangerous  doctrines,  which 
go  to  the  foxmdation  of  all  protection,  and,  car- 
ried into  effect,  would  ruin  this  or  any  other 
coantry.  I  hope  I  misunderstood  him.  But 
what  he  has  said  tonohes  me  is  a  tender  ptAnt, 
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aad  I  cannot  permit  it  to  pass.  It  is  said  in 
terms  that  mark  deliberation — and  it  is  dis- 
tinctly aonoanced — that  these  prindples  are  to 
form  the  distinctive  Udss  between  the  great 
parties  that  ore  to  divide  tlie  pditidana  of  this 
country. 

He  says:  "I  am  for  abtdishing  dn^  «» 
tot»j  OS  soon  as  flio  paUio  debt  is  pud  off,  upon 
all  artioIeB  of  prime  neoessityi  or  ordinuy  ochd- 
fbrt,  which  are  not  made  at  home,  or  not  made 

in  sufficient  quantity  to  merit  national  proteo- 
tioo."  And,  to  make  his  views  more  intelligi- 
ble, he  adds,  "salt,  sugar,  blankets,  flann^ 
present  another  class  of  necessaries  and  com- 
forts, upon  which  some  diversity  of  opinion 
may  arise;  they  are  nooessaries  of  life,  and 
partly  made  at  home,  but  not  in  safficient 
qiuuitit;r  to  answer  the  pnblio  demand."  ]f 
from  this  is  to  be  inferred,  that  these  articles 
do  not  deserve  the  national  protection,  becaase 
they  do  not  supply  the  poblic  demand — and  the 
protecting  duties  are,  conseifuently,  to  be  re- 
moved—and  this  is  to  constitute  the  line  be- 
tween the  parties,  I  have  no  he^tation  in  say- 
ing on  what  nde  of  that  line  X  shall  be  fimnd. 
This  doctrine  followed  ont  to  ita  CMueqnenoes, 
woold  reach  wool,  hemp,  cotton  bagnog,  iron, 
lead,  and  almost  every  article,  agrioutaral  and 
mannfacturing,  which  is  now  the  ol^eet  of  na- 
tional protection. 

The  anticipation  of  the  surplns  revenue  has 
already  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress two  modes  of  employing  the  money. 
The  one  is  to  apply  it,  annually,  to  the  great 
improvements  of  every  kind,  in  their  proper 
oraer,'to  fiaoilitate  the  intercourse  and  the  com- 
munications between  the  States;  the  other 

Sroposes  to  divide  the  sum  among  the  several 
tate^  oooording  to  popolotum.  It  is  too  aoon 
to  enter  upon  we  reutiTa  merits  of  the  two 
systems.  1  greatly  prefu-  the  former,  because 
I  believe  the  States  inconqwtent  to  uie  great 
national  works  that  are  neoessaiy  to  oonnect 
the  several  parts  of  Hxe  Unirai. 

But,  if  the  m^ority  of  the  people  should 
eventually  decide  agiunst  the  expediency  of 
pursuing  the  great  system  of  improvement,  I 
greatly  prefer  the  distribution  among  the 
States  to  the  aboUtirai  of  duties :  and  if  we 
should  ever  determine — which  I  hope  we  shall 
not — to  forego  the  general  system,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  most  benefici^ 
consequencca  may  result,  even  by  Uie  direction 
of  the  St^es,  in  estaUiuiIng  permaoent  ftmds 
fw  edociUion — r«idei1ng  that  chew ,  and  ao- 
cesdble  to  all  classes ;  and  by  Judi^ona  ap^- 
cation  to  oljects  of  pnUio  nsefulness.  If  it 
was  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  levy  a  food 
for  the  support  of  the  State  Governments,  it 
would  be  iu&nitely  superior  to  the  abolition  of 
duties. 

This  fond,  distributed  among  the  States,  ao> 
cording  to  population,  will  enable  each  State  to 
dispeDse  with  direct  taxation.  Their  taxes  ore 
levied  only  on  property,  while  cwital  stock  and 
income  are  exen^    Those  m  the  United 
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States  U31  equally  xxpoa  the  wealth  of  the  com* 

munity. 

Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the  reference  of  the  res- 
olutions, I  am  satisfied  to  leave  this  snbjeot 
to  the  committee,  believing  they  will  disap- 
prove all  tiie  objects  contemplated  by  them. 

{Ut.  BEmxtt  sidd  he  thongbt  the  gentleman 
fomi  Louinana  had  follen  into  an  error  in  rda- 
tion  to  the  two  millions.  found,  by  the  law 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Treasniy,  that  the  sum 
of  $9,000,000  wastoremdn  iu  tlie  Treasury  over 
and  above  the  appropriations  of  Congresa.  It, 
therefore,  could  not  be  disposed  of,  as  the  gen- 
tleman supposed.] 

Mr.  Maoos  said  that,  as  he  had  understood 
it,  this  was  merely  a  motion  for  inquiry.  He 
did  not  accede  to  the  proposition,  that,  if  the 
public  debt  was  paid  mS,  it  would  reduce  the 
capital  of  the  oountry.  The  public  debt  was 
like  a  private  debt.  If  he  shotud  give  bis  bond 
of  a  thousand  dollars,  he  believed  that,  if  he  did 
not  pay  it  when  he  was  aide,  it  would  never  be 

Eaid.  It  waswich  a  nationaawithaniodividaal. 
r  we  do  not  pay  our  pablio  debt  when  we  hare 
money,  there  is  no  certain^  that  it  will  ever 
be  pdd.  The  diff^roica  between  them  waa, 
that  exactly  in  pTO|tortion  as  the  pablio  debt 
was  liquidated,  the  taxes  upon  the  people  wonld 
be  reduced,  and  they  would  have  more  money 
at  home.  He  had  long  thought  there  was  a 
strong  party  in  the  country,  which  did  not  want 
the  puluio  debt  paid  off.  Not  in  the  adminis- 
tration, but  in  the  L^slature ;  and  tbat  party 
was  for  spending  the  money  of  the  oonnti7  for 
all  kinds  of  projects,  instead  of  applying  it  to 
the  public  debt.  It  was  jnst  as  it  was  with  in- 
dividuals who  spent  all  tli^r  income  and  neg- 
lected their  debts;  and  it  could  not  lead  to 
l>eneficial  resolts.  England  might  have  pud  off 
her  debt  more  than  once,  if  they  had  imlowed 
a  [indent  course.  For  Umad^  he  wished  to 
see  the  pnblie  debt  disoharged.  We  dull  not 
always  go  on  aa  at  preaent.  Than  will  cranea 
timefw  war.  We  are  eontinaally  prcn>aring 
for  it;  and  when  we  are  ready,  we  snail  go  to 
war.  He  had  been  a  long  time  desirous  to  see 
some  more  direct  means  ti^en  for  paying  the 
debt  of  the  Nation,  bat  be  began  to  despair ; 
and  now,  instead  of  calcnla^g  upon  ita  bdng 
done,  he  did  not  know  aa  that  ni^py  evcut 
would  evtf  take  place. 
The  rescduUons  were  then  agreed  Ut. 

Thtbbdat,  Harch  8. 
Viiitor*  ot  Wat  Point, 

The  bUl  was  taken  up,  making  appropriationa 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment 
for  tlie  year  1828 ;  the  motion  of  Ur.  Braho^ 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  1,600  dollars  for 
the  expenses  of  Vieitorstothe  miitary  Acadenqr 
at  West  Point,  being  under  eoosideradon — 

Hr.  Habbiboh  made  some  explanations,  as  to 
the  rnmparative  expwditure  of  former  years 
and  tlie  preeent  time.  He  said  that  formerly, 
veiy  little  else  bat  the  tnuportatira  <tf  tha 
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baggage  of  offloers  vas  mil^ect  of  clie^  on  «>• 
oonat  of  tUs  Tiaitation.  As  oiTilians  bad  lat- 
terly been  chosen  as  the  Yisitora,  and  some  of 
&em  rendiiig  at  a  great  didanee,  the  payment 
of  their  travelling  expenses  had  swelled  the 
amonnt  to  the  sum  at  present  required. 

Mr.  WmTB  said  that  his  chief  ubjection  to 
the  appropriation  was,  that  there  was  no  law 
creating  the  officers  to  whom  it  was  paid.  He 
knew  of  no  law  which  created  such  ao  officer 
as  a  Visitor  of  tbe  "West  Point  Academy,  and 
he  considered  that,  when  any  office  or  oommis- 
Bton  became  sufficiently  important  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  distinct  item  in  an  appropriation 
hill,  it  oi^cht  to  be  snpported  bj  tbe  authority 
of  law.  The  expense  for  this  otnect  had  swell- ' 
ed  from  200  to  upwards  of  3,000  ddlara,  and 
iaij  therefore,  become  on  item  worthy  of  at- 
toition.  Until  the  law  appointed  the  officers, 
eqdidned  the  dntiea,  aud  fixed  the  manner  and 
rate  oi  their  oompensatioD,  there  onght  to  be  no 
spedfio  appropriation  for  the  parpoee.  If  this 
provision  was  striokoi  out,  it  wonld  not  have 
^e  effect  of  preventing  the  visitation,  as  the 
matter  would  remain  an  it  was  before.  It  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  send  Visitors, 
ud  it  migbt  be  done  as  beCore. 

Mr.  KoBLB  spoke  in  oppcnition  to  the  motion. 
It  had  been  stated,  be  said,  tbat,  from  the  be- 
ginning the  appointing  and  paying  tbe  Visitors 
to  tbe  Military  Academy  was  an  assomption  of 
power.  If  it  waa  so,  Congress  had  to  complain 
of  itself.  The  power  bad  been  omdoyea  for 
years,  and  most  bavebem  within  the  knowledge 
of  Congress.  'Why,  then,  if  it  was  an  assump- 
tion of  power,  had  not  Congress  interposed  to 
prevent  its  continnanoe  f  It  had  also  been  said, 
that  a  i^atem  of  ftvoiitism  was  practised  at  the 
Academy;  and  he  hod  heard  of  well-born  sons 
being  preferred  to  others.  If  snch  was  tbe  case, 
be  wished  another  resolotioii  might  be  intro- 
daoed,  to  inqoire  who  created  the  system  of  fa- 
Toritism.  It  wonld  be  found  that  members  of 
Congress  were  at  the  bottomof  it.  They  ought 
not  to  shield  themselves.  Call  for  the  names, 
said  Mr.  N.,  of  those  who  have  recommended 
eadets.  and  yon  will  find  that  members  of  Oon- 
gresB  nave  had  more  to  do  with  this  aoandal 
about  wetl-bora  sons  than  aoj  one  dae.  It 
ou^  to  be  inqotred  into,  and  thia  imputation 
not  allowed  to  go  ont  to  ue  people,  to  create  a 
prejadice. against  the  Administration.  Bespoke 
in  huh  terms  of  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  If  this  appropriation  was  thrown  oat, 
it  would  not  have  the  effect  which  genUemen 
supposed.  It  wonld  not  bo  as  it  ^^as  formerly. 
It  would  show  the  Secretary  that  this  was  an 
expenditurewhiohOtHigressdid  notapprove, be- 
cause it  was  not  in  the  snirit  of  retrenchment, 
of  which  they  bad  heara  so  much.  This  was 
one  of  the  continnal  and  continued  attempts  to 
put  down  the  ivesent  Administration,  which  he 
Wiend  to  be  the  beat  In  tbe  known  world.  If 
the  gentieman  team  TeimecBee  emnpl^ned  of 
the  amonnt  of  entenae  for  this  visitation,  he 
could  inibnn  him  that  the  moat  expensive  Board 
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of  Viaitm  had  been  that  over  whieb  the  present 
Govonor  of  Tennessee  fneuded.  That  gnitie- 
man  had  thought  it  his  {Mnvince  to  give&ners, 
for  which  Mr.  K.  did  not  Uame  him,  but  on^ 
mentioned  it  to  show  who  encouraged  the  ex- 
travagance, if  such  it  was  to  be  considered,  ct 
the  visitors  of  West  Point.  He  should  go  for 
the  whole  appropriation,  and  regretted  tliat  the 
motion  bad  been  made,  because  it  might  be 
constroed  as  a  reflection  .upon  the  present  in- 
cumbent  of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Sunm,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  War  Department  had  nni- 
formlybeen  10,000  dollars,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  Visitors  had  been  paid  out  of  it.  11m  snm 
for  their  expenses  had  of  late  years  become  so 
la^  that  tne  Becmtary  thought  it  had  better 
be  supplied  roecifio  appropriation.  He  had 
adcedfor  8,000  doUars,  tmt  the  other  Hooaehad 
cot  it  down  to  1,600.  The  Secretary  had  also 
asked  for  15,000  dollars  for  the  contingent 
fnnd.  The  House  had  reduced  that  sum  to 
10,000  dollars.  It  now,  this  provision  were 
denied,  and  the  Secretary  were  to  pay  th» 
Visitors  ont  of  the  contingent  fiind,  it  would  he 
redaoed  to  7,000  dollars; 

Mr.  Chandlkb  observed  that  he  had  at  first 
been  in  favor  of  making  and  retaining  SCO  dol- 
lars for  this  purpose ;  but,  under  the  considera- 
tion tbat  these  officers  were  not  appointed  by 
law,  he  should  vote  fbr  the  meeent  motion. 

Mr.  MoLaHS  rose  to  ask  ibr  Informaticai,  aa 
to  the  reason  for  the  increase  ofthia^enditore^ 
of  the  Oboirman  of  tbe  Committee  on  Finanoe. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  exauunationa  of  tbe 
Military  Academy,  hot  was  &r  ftom  bdng 
satisfied  that  this  appropriation  was  necessary. 
As  far  as  he  bad  received  information,  the  ap- 
propriation was  altogether  too  large.  It  was 
difficnlt  to  aoconnt  for  tbe  angmentntion  of  the 
expense  which  had  grown  np  from  year  to 
year.  He  wished  to  know  why  the  sum  for 
this  expenditure  should  be  greater  in  1826  than 
it  was  m  1825.  He  thought  if  the  contingent 
fbnd  could  supply  this  fiind  formerly,  it  oonld 
BOW  be  drawn  from  the  same  aouree.  He 
woold  also  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  flnano^  on  'what  gnmnd  16,000  doQara  were 
asked  by  tne  Beoretary  of  War,  as  a  contiogaDt 
fbnd,  and  8,000  for  thu  purpose — ^thus  swelling 
the  demand  of  the  Department  to  16,000  d<£ 
lars.  He  merely  rose  to  aBk.for  information  on 
these  heads. 

Mr.  WooDBtntT  said,  tbat  the  question  was, 
whether  the  Senate  wonld  appropriate  $11,600 
instead  of  $10,000,  without  information  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  increase  of  expenditure. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  White  then  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
out  '*  1,000,"  so  as  to  rednce  the  sum  to  $600, 
knd  the  question  b^g  taken,  was  decided  in 
tbe  negative. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  1st  eeetimof 
the  bill,  by  striking  ont  10,000  doHans  (^m 
omitbitient  fkmd,)  and  insert  8,600  ddiars. 
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Mr.  Knw  «dd,  if  tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia 
woold  vithdrav  his  motion,  he  woold  more  to 
reconsider  the  rote  on  striking  oat  the  whole 
appropriation ;  having  Toted  for  that  motion, 
he  wunld  remark,  ttiat  he  did  it  with  the  hope 
tiiat  a  smaller  sum  would  1>e  fixed  upon.  That 
nothavlng  heendone,  he  ohose  rather  to  strike 
oat  the  whole,  than  vote  for  the  aom  of  1^00 
dollars. 

The  motion  to  recondder  was  rqjeoted. 

Monday,  March  10. 
Claim  of  South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IIatns,  tiie  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Booth 
Carolina,  against  the  QoTemment  cf  the  United 
States. 

The  report  of  the  ^itar^r  Committee  on 
that  snbject,  having  been  read,  at  the  reqnest 
of  Mr.  Hatns, 

Mr.  Habbibon  (Ch^rman  of  the  Committee) 
briefly  explained  the  merits  of  the  InlL  The 
report  jnst  read,  said  he,  had  gone  so  erten- 
nvdy  into  the  snbject,  that  it  was  hardlj 
necessary  for  him  to  enter  <m  it  at  large.  Tbe 
accoant  npon  which  the  cUum  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina was  prei^cated,  contained  a  great  many 
items ;  the  principal  of  which,  having  been 
allowed  by  the  Greneral  Oovemment,  pnt  the 
snbject  of  interest  entirely  at  rest ;  there  being 
no  quesUoD  but  that,  on  the  money  actually 
allowed,  and  ptud  to  the  State,  interest  was  justly 
due.  The  cases  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
who  had  been  allowed  interest  by  Congress  for 
advances  made  by  them,  were  Bome\^at  dif- 
ferent in  detail,  thongh  not  in  principle.  Sonth 
Carolina  had  entered  into  these  expenses  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  withont  having  any 
previoafl  bargain  with  the  Goaeml  Govern- 
ment. Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  npon  a  call 
made  npon  their  patriotism,  borrowed  mtmey 
from  the  Banks,  which  they  expended  in  tbe 
service  of  the  countiy,  uid  it  was  becoose 
interest  had  been  paid  by  them,  for  the  sums  so 
borrowed,  that  interest  was  allowed  them  on 
their  advances. 

The  case  of  South  Carolina  was  nearly  similar 
to  that  of  those  two  States.  She  did  not 
borrow  tbe  money,  to  be  sore,  which  she 
advanced ;  but  she,  bad  a  fund  producing  an 
interest  of  12  per*  cent,  per  annum,  which, 
wil^ot  any  hesitation,  she  t^pv^riated,  when 
danger  threatened.  The  committee  were  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  eanal  Jnstioe  ought  to  be 
meted  to  the  State  of  Sonth  Gan^ina,  which 
had  been  meted  to  Virginia  and  Pennsylrania, 
tbe  ootoal  loss  of  interest  being  the  same,  in 
effect,  as  the  actual  payment  <h^  interest.  In 
reltUon  to  another  item  of  the  account,  viz : 
for  cannon-balls  furnished  by  the  State,  it  was 
necessary,  under  the  neculior  circumstances  of 
tiie  case,  that  the  balls  should  be  procured  at 
aU  events.  The  General  Government  was 
unable  to  Auniah  them,  and  they  were  cost  at 
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the  expense  of  the  State.  The  enemy'  not 
having  mode  the  expected  attack,  they  remained 
until  the  dose  of  uie  war,  and  then  the  Gov- 
ernment refused  to  receive  them,  because  they 
had  not  been  mode  of  the  proper  size.  Another 
item  was  for  tbe  transportation  of  baggage, 
which  had  been  n^ected,  because  it  hod  ueen 
customary  to  allow  no  more  than  eight  wagons 
to  a  lament.  Vithont  their  having  tbe 
means  at  asoertaining  how  many  wagons  were 
neeesBazy,  in  the  peculiar  case  of  the  State 
S.  0.,  whether  eif^t  or  nine,  the  committee 
conld  see  no  reason  why  she  shonld  not  be 
allowed  this  item  as  well  as  for  the  cannon-balls, 
since  she  had  actually  expended  the  money  in 
both  cases.  Ho  had  seen  operations  where  40 
wagons  would  hardly  be  sufficient  for  a  regi- 
ment.   There  were  some  other  small  items, 

said  Mr.  H.,  and  one  of  |  for  blankets. 

With  r^ard  to  his  last,  he  would  observe  that 
the  troops  of  tbe  State  had  l>eon  called  ont  in  a 
very  inclement  season,  and  the  State,  flndinff 
that  blankets  were  abeolutely  necessary,  had 
furnished  them.  The  committee,  however,  not 
finding  any  precedent  for  oa  allowanoe  of  tUa 
kind,  did  not  think  proper  to  sanction  it. 

Mr.  Obandub  wished  tbe  State  of  Booth 
Carolina  to  receive  the  same  Justice  which 
had  been  granted  to  other  States,  and  no 
more.  He  was  not  well  informed  what  had 
been  allowed  in  other  oases;  but,  from  what 
he  did  tmderstand,  in  this  case  it  appeared  that 
the  State  of  8.  C.  bad  a  fond  vested  in  bank 
stock,  which,  withont  having  been  called  on  by 
the  United  States,  she  expended  in  her  own 
defence.  He  objected  to  the  claim  for  pay  of 
the  staff  officers,  as  he  believed  it  had  never 
been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  aUow 
pay  to  officers  of  a  State  to  carry  on  its 
own.  operations.  Vith  respect  to  the  charge 
made  for  cannon-balls,  the  Stwte,  he  said,  had 
the  strongest  motive  to  place  herself  in  an 
attitnde  of  defmoe,  and  was  therefore  perfbctly 
right  in  procuring  those  balls.  She  had  th^ 
on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  if  they 
did  not  answer  tiie  calibre  of  the  United  States, 
and  did  that  of  Sonth  Carolina,  she  ought  to 
have  retained  them  for  purposes  of  her  own 
defence.  As  to  wagons,  he  believed  the  rule 
had  been  to  allow  them  in  reason.  If  any 
State  had  been  allowed  as  many  as  South 
Carolina  charged  for,  he  should  not  be  disposed 
to  object  to  the  aUowance.  Whatever  had 
been  the  custom,  in  similar  cases,  he  waa 
disposed  to  accede  to,  in  the  present  one, 

Mr.  HAnra  entered  into  tne  merits  of  this 
bill:  exhibiting  in  a  dear  and  strong  point  of 
viow,  the  Justice  of  the  claim,  which  the  State 
he  represented  in  part  has  upon  tbe  General 
Government.  Mr.  H.  showed  that  South 
Carolina  waa  In  an  exposed  state,  and  that 
when  the  enemy  were  hovering  on  the  coa.<st, 
and  the  General  Government  without  money  or 
arms,  tliat  she  came  forward  withont  asking 
terms,  and  took  the  money  which  she  had  vested 
in  bwtk,  yielding  her  IS  per  cent,  on  every- 
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dollar,  and  loaned  it  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  H.  answered  all  the  several  in- 
quiriea  and  suggestiona  made  in  relation  to  this 
business ;  showing  the  <M)nduct  of  his  State,  as 
at  once  disinterested,  patriotic,  and  worthy  of 
imitation. 

Hr.  MoLaks  sud :  The  State  of  Sonth  Caroli- 
na was  entitted,  on  every  principle  of  equity  and 
Justice,  to  receive  the  amount  claimed  by  her. 
A  ^fltlnetion  bad  been  drawn  between  the 
debts  due  by  the  United  States  to  individuals, 
and  to  States ;  and  to  individnals,  interest  is 
not  allowed  by  the  Government  on  the  amount 
found  to  be  due  them.  What  is  the  principle, 
he  asked,  on  which  interest  is  rcfosea  to  indi- 
viduals? It  is  one  to  which  ho  could  not  sub- 
scribe, though  the  precedent  had  become  so 
strouK  as  not  now  to  be  shaken.  It  is  refused 
to  individaals,  said  he,  on  the  principle  that  the 
Government  is  always  prepared  to  pay  them 
tiieir  just  demands,  and  therefore,  oo^t  not  to 
be  bound  to  pay  interest  on  money  widting 
Uioir  di^MMoL 

Bnt  tlut  priociide  did  not  aprily  to  advances 
mode  by  States  to  aid  the  puUie  exigencies  of 
the  country,  when  the  Gener^  Govemmoit 
was  unable  to  provide  for  that  particular 
exigency.  The  principle,  said  Hr.  MoL.,  has 
already  been  established,  that  States  should  bo 
allowed  interest  on  the  advances  made  by 
them  for  the  service  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Here,  then,  was  a  strong  cose  of  that 
kind.  Honey  had  actually  been  advanced  by 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Government.  Wherein,  he  asked, 
did  this  cose  differ  from  those  of  the  States  of 
Vir^nio,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  New  York,  as  orgned  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  f  It  was  the  duty  of  tiie  United  States 
to  have  performed  those  scrvicM  uid  mode 
those  advances,  mode  and  performed  by  those 
States ;  having  neglected  so  to  do,  those  States 
stepped  forward  and  made  the  advances  re- 
quired ;  and  were  paid,  not  only  the  sums  so 
advanced  by  theni,  but  the  interest  on  the 
money  they  had  borrowed  for  that  purpose. 
Now,  fdr,  we  have  adopted  tlie  principle,  that 
wherever  a  State  has  paid  interest  on  sach 
advance  made  by  it,  the  interest  is  part  of  the 
advance  made;  and  it  is  on  this  principle  that 
the  State  of  Soath  Carolina  shoold  be  paid  for 
the  loss  incurred  by  her,  for  her  loss  has  been 
twelve  per  cent,  interest,  while  she  claims  but 
six.  The  fact  of  the  State's  having  advanced 
a  particular  stock  ftmd,  instead  of  money,  was 
no  argument  to  his  mind,  vliy  the  interest 
^ookf  not  be  paid.  Suppose,  eiud  Hr. 
HoLakx,  a  State  holds  stock  on  which  she  is 
receiving  interest.  If  she  borrows  money,  and 
holds  her  stock,  it  is  admitted  she  ought  to  i)o 
paid  ;  but  if  she  sells  her  stock,  and  advances 
the  money,  interest  is  refused  her.  This  was  a 
doctrine  he  could  not  agree  to.  Is  not  the  loss 
of  the  State  the  some,  whether  that  loss  was 
occasioned  by  interest  actually  pidd  by  her, 
iw  by  the  d^>rivati(Ni  ot  interest  whUui  she 
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was  actually  receiving!  If  an  individoal,  said 
Mr.  HoL.,  advances  Irank  stock  for  aootiwr, 
will  not  the  chfluoellor  award  him  the  foil 
amount  of  his  toss?  If  he  sells  his  stock,  and 
advances  the  money,  is  not  the  case  the  same? 
On  every  prinoiple  of  equity  and  Justice,  the 
present  ot^m  ouj^t  to  be  aUowed.  Treat  it 
as  interest  pud — ^tteat  It  as  inta«it  loet— treat 
it  as  a  loss  nther  way,  and  he  did  not  see  how 
payment  could  be  avoided.  In  a  case  at  tlua 
kind,  he  would  make  complete  and  full  indem- 
nify, and  the  Govemmmt  never  can,  aaid  he, 
place  itself  in  a  stronger  attitnde,  than  to  at^ 
to  those  States,  who  are  the  first  to  encounter 
the  shock  of  calamity,  if  you  will  voluntarily 
step  forward  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
yon  shall  not  be  placed  in  a  worse  situation. 


WxDinESDAT,  Harch  18. 

Sarracii  at  2/ev>  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HABmaoir,  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  purchase  at  a  rite,  for  the  erection 
of  barraoks  thereon^  at  New  Oileaii%  was 
tidcenup. 

Hr.  HASsnoN  explained  the  oMeot  of  Am 
bill,  and  read  several  letters  of  the  Quortermae- 
ter  General  upon  the  subject.  It  was  jxoptmd. 
to  build  buracks  for  four  companies. 

Hr.  Pabbib  asked  the  Ghurman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  whether  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  so  large  a  force  as  fonr  companies  at  New 
Orleans. 

Hr.  Habkibon  said  that  two  companies  were 
generally  stationed  there,  but  the  number  was 
now  fonr.  But,  let  the  number  be  what  it 
might,  the  expediency  of  building  barracks  for 
at  least  four  companies,  could  not  be  doubted. 
The  flltnation  oi  New  Orleans  aeemed  to  call 
for  a  large  military  force.  There  were  vnat 
nunbera  of  foreignen  oontanually  in  the  atyi 
great  numbers  of  islanders,  among  whom  were 
a  lawleSB  banditti,  sailOTS  and  negroes,  resided 
in,  or  resorted  to,  the  dty,  and  endangered  the 
jfTopertj  of  its  inhabitants — while  a  greater 
quantity  of  property  deported  by  other  indi- 
viduals than  citizens,  than  in  any  other  ploee 
in  the  Union,  was  always  je<^>araized,  unkas 
secured  by  some  adequate  means. 

Hr.  JoHNBTov,  of  Louisiana,  stid  that  A« 
amount  of  force  was  always  according  to  the 
exigency  of  the  Ume,  and  four  companies  nright 
g^erally  be  reqnir^  at  New  Orieana,  Ewit 
companies  were  considered  ih%  Commaneer*^ 
in-Ohief  as  necessary  to  be  ataticmed  A  tha* 
post.  Four  only  were  quartered  in  the  city, 
and  the  four  others  across  the  lake,  in  a  more 
healthy  portion.  He  thoariit  it  needleaa  for 
Congress  to  interfere  in  the  det^s  of  measwes 
taken  by  the  Department.  If  the  War  De- 
partment Btationea  the  troops  as  it  Judged  best, 
it  was  not  requisite  for  Congress  to  interfere. 
There  was  no  force  on  the  coast,  for  three  or 
four  hundred  miles,  and  these  troops  wave 
alwaya  ready  to  l>e  detailed  to  any  qoartar 
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■whan  they  mklit  be  needed  It  was  a  central 
pcwilion,  and  Tntelligenoe  of  any  emergeDcy 
would  immediately  reach  'Sew  Orleans.  It 
was,  also,  the  most  exposed  situation  in  the 
oonntry.  There  were  uways  about  4,000  sail- 
ors in  the  harlior,  and  generally  three  hundred 
sqnare-ri^ed  vessels.  Besides  these,  there 
were  always  a  great  nnmber  of  Kentucky  boots 
at  the  wbarres,  and  thousands  of  pirates  and 
renegadoes  from  the  islands  resorted  there.  It 
was  within  a  short  time  that  the  papers  were 
filled  with  aoconots  of  attempts  to  fire  the  city, 
and  not  oaijr  tiie  whole  police  was  called  to 
aot,  but  a  miutary  gaard  was  oon^dered  neces- 
Huy  in  every  square.  They  bad  already  seen 
■n  attempt,  at  a  former  period^  at  an  insnrrec- 
ticm  by  the  nnmeroos  black  population.  All 
these  considerations,  with  that  of  the  safety  of 
pobUc  pnqmiy,  made  it  neoessary  to  station 
four  companies  at  New  Orleans.  The  OoTern- 
ment  would  lose  nothing  by  the  erection  of  the 
barracks,  as  the  groand  on  which  Uie  former 
buildings  stood,  sold  for  double  the  amount 
which  tiie  proposed  buildings  would  cost. 

Ur.  Bbntox  Bud  that  our  army  consisted  of 
6,000  men,  who  must  be  stationed  somewhere, 
wherever  they  were  posted  they  must  be  shel- 
tered, and  he  thought  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
climate  at  New  Orleans  was  an  additional  argu- 
ment in  &Tor  of  this  hill.  Experience  had 
shown  that  the  erection  of  harraeu  was  econ- 
omy, when  compared  to  the  expense  of  hiring 
buildings.  The  latter  had  been  praotised  at  St. 
Louis,  and  had  been  found  to  be  very  ezpen- 
sive,  as  well  as  inconvenient.  It  was  well 
known  that  troops  ought  to  be  kept  at  a  dis- 
tance, instead  of  being  mixed  up  with  the  pop- 
tilation  of  a  town.  Barracks  had  been  erected 
at  Bt.  Louis,  and  the  same  provision  was  now 
asked  for  at  New  Orleana.  It  was  not  for  the 
Senate  now  to  inquire  whether  the  troops  were 
properly  stationed — that  duty  belonged  to  the 
Prudent  of  the  United  States ;  and  If  he  chose 
to  station  four  companies  at  New  Orleans,  Con- 
gress eonld  not  do  less  tiian  provide  barracks 
to  shelter  them.  He  conddered  It  settled  as 
*  part  <^  the  pdiey  of  the  country,  that 
troops  should  be  stationed  at  New  Orleans. 
On  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  several  years 
nnce,  the  Oovemmcut  was  petitioned  not  to 
leave  the  city  destitute  of  defence;  and  the 
reasons  given  were  then  satisfactory  to  his 
mind  that  a  considerable  permanent  force  was 
required  at  that  point.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Qovemment  to  provide  for  the  protection  of 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  this  was  acknowl- 
edged to  be  one  of  the  most  defenceless,  and 
the  most  exposed  to  contingencies  which  might 
eall  for  the  presence  of  military  force.  There 
was  no  pn^KMition  before  the  Senate  either  to 
inorease  or  diminish  the  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned at  Kew  Orleans ;  but  to  erect  snitaUe 
bnUdings  for  those  already  posted  there.  He 
woi  In  IhvDr  of  the  ^>pr(q>riaUon,  as  neoessary 
for  flie  aafaty  of  the  aty,  and  ai  ft  matter  m 
parmaaeut  eooncmy. 
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Hr.  JoBNSTOK,  of  Louisiana,  remarked,  that, 

whether  this  bill  passed  or  not,  it  would  not 
affect  the  disposition  of  the  United  States 
troops.  They  hod  been  stationed  there  for  tiie 
last  twelve  years.  If  the  bill  was  r^eeted  the 
officers  and  soldiers  would  be  kept,  as  they 
now  were,  in  different  parts  of  the  citj,  very 
inconveniently  dispersed  from  each  other.  Be- 
sides, if  this  appropriation  was  refused,  the 
soldiers  would  be  exposed  to  the  yellow  fever, 
by  being  quartered  in  the  city.  The  gentleman 
from  Midne  had  fallen  into  a  great  error,  in 
Bupporing  that  it  was  the  intention  ot  Gov- 
ernment to  withdraw  the  troops  when  the  Iwr* 
racks  were  aold.  The  sale  was  made  at  the 
application  ot  the  dtizens— as  the  barracka 
occupied  a  port  of  the  city  which  was  eon- 
venient  for  business ;  while,  higher  up  tho 
river,  vessels  could  not  come  in  on  account  <ji 
the  immense  batteries  which  defended  the  land 
from  the  Mississippi.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
sale  would  produce  a  sufficient  sum  to  build 
barracks  in  some  other  part  of  the  city,  less 
valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  There  was 
another  consideration  in  favor  of  erecting  bar- 
racks capable  of  quartering  four  companies  at 
least.  In  case  of  actual  service,  they  wonld 
not  be  more  than  snffident  to  serve  as  a  hos- 
pital for  the  nek.  He  had  seen  a  hospital  in 
New  Orleans,  containing  800  riek,  chiefly  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  mlUtia.  Another  error 
wUui  the  gentleman  fnm  Hidne  (Hr.  Pasbis) 
had  ftllen  Into,  was  the  supposition  that  the 
troops  might  be  stationed  in  the  forts.  The 
forts  were  at  a  distance,  and  had  no  communW 
cation  with  the  city ;  hence  the  soldiers,  in- 
tended for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  city, 
wouldbeofnoservicethere.  He  could  not  donbt 
that  the  varions  consideroUons  in  favor  of  this 
bill  would  ensure  a  favorable  decision  upon  it. 

Mr.  Habbison  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
87,966  dollars ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Mil  passed  to  be  engrossed. 

£«tohUioHary  Offieen, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonrideration  olt  fhe 
hill,  providing  for  certain  surviving  officers  of 
the  BevolutionaiT  army ;  the  motion  Ur. 
Hatite,  of  South  Carolina,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  $600,000,  pending. 

Mr.  Bkll  tarn  that  the  surviving  officers  d 
the  Rev<^tionary  army  clfumed  the  perform- 
ance of  a  promise  of  half  pay  for  life— mode 
to  them  by  a  resdntiran  of  Congress  of  Octo- 
ber 81,  1780.  They  contended  that  this  prom- 
ise was  performed  only  in  part  by  the  commu- 
tation of  five  years'  ftiU  pay,  which  was  subse- 
quently given  them  as  an  equivalent  for  their 
half  pay  for  life ;  and  they  now  ask  a  second 
c(»nmutati<HL  to  make  np  the  allwed  defl<den(7 
in  the  first  The  committee  to  whom  this  snb- 
ject  was  referred,  has  made  a  report  in  con- 
formity to  the  views  of  the  petitumers.  This 
repeat  all^^  that  the  commutation  of  five 
years*  fiill  pay  given  to  these  officers  as  an 
equivalent  vx  thdr  half  pay,  was  not  an  ad»- 

Digilizecl  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONeRESa 


642 


ABBID&HBNT  07  THE 


quate  compensation  for  it ;  and  that  there  is 
now  due  to  them^a  earn  equal  to  two  years'  fall 
pay.  This  bill  makes  proviuon  for  the  pay- 
ment of  that  sam.  If  the  view  which  the 
committee  haa  taken  of  this  auljeot  be  correct, 
the  clidm  of  these  officwa  is  Just,  and  ought  to 
be  pmd.  But  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  on  which  tlie  commit- 
tee liave  founded  their  opinions,  or  to  the  jnst- 
ncss  of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn 
from  those  facts.  It  is  the  object  of  the  few 
xeuiorks  which  I  am  about  to  make,  to  state 
the  reasons  which  have  brought  me  to  a  result 
on  this  question,  directly  the  reverse  of  that  to 
which  the  committee  have  arrived.  Tlie  offi- 
cers admit,  that  in  consequence  of  an  applica- 
tioa  from  them,  Congress  in  1783  offered  them 
fire  years'  full  pay  as  a  commutation  for  their 
half  pay  for  life— that  they  accepted  this  offer, 
iwoeived  iha  obligations  of  the  Govemment  fbr 
it ;  and  that  those  obligations  have  been  rince 
paid.  But  they  contend  that  the  acceptance 
and  payment  of  this  commntation  did  not  dis- 
charge the  Govemment  from  its  promise,  be- 
cause, as  they  allege,  they  did  not  voluntarily 
accept  this  commutation,  and  that  it  was  not 
an  equivalent  for  their  half  pay  for  life.  A 
aafficient  attention  to  the  facts  will  show  that 
both  these  assertions  of  the  officers  which  havo 
been  adopted  by  the  committee,  are  unfounded. 
The  direct  evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance 
of  the  commutation  by  the  officers,  is  of  the 
most  conclusive  cliaracter.  The  officers  so- 
licited a  commutation  for  their  half  pay. 
When  five  years'  fUll  pay  was  offered  them  as 
A  commtitation,  they  accepted  It,  This  direct 
evidence  of  a  voluntary  acceptance,  (and  no 
evidence  could  be  more  conclusive,)  is  corrob- 
orated indirect  evidence  deserving  much 
ocm^deration.  The  application  to  Congress  for 
A  ctmimutation,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  commutation  offered,  was  undoubtedly 
known  to  every  officer  in  the  army.  It  was  a 
subject  of  great  interest  to  all,  and  must  have 
been  a  subject  of  general  conversation  among 
them.  It  is  impossible  to  believe,  that,  if  any 
oonnderable  number  of  the  officers  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  commatalion  offered,  they 
wonld  not  have  remonstrated  agiunst  it ;  and 
placed  on  the  recwda  of  Congress  some  evi- 
dence of  their  belief  that  injustice  was  done 
them,  as  a  fonndatira  for  a  more  application 
tor  redress.  There  is  no  evidence,  nor  even  a 
traditionary  rumor,  that  any  of  the  officers  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  commutation  given  them.  It 
seems  to  have  been  at  the  time  so  entirely  sat- 
ia&etory  that  not  a  single  murmur  of  dissatis- 
faction was  heard.  For  the  next  twenty-seven 
years,  no  complaint  was  heard  from  any  one"  of 
this  body  of  more  than  two  thousand  officers, 
who  had  accepted  this  commutation,  that  it 
was  not  a  fair  equivalent  for  their  half  pay,  or 
Ihat  their  acceptance  of  it  was  not  volnntary. 
On  what  known  prinaple  of  human  action  are 
we  to  account  for  this  long  ^nce,  and  the  de- 
lay    these  c^Boen  in  ■aswUpg  tbdr  cU^m^  if 


they  had  believed  them  to  be  veQ  fooadedt 
I  can  find  no  satisfactory  reason  consistent  with 
the  justice  of  their  claims.  During  all  this 
time,  this  Govemment  was  adminiatwed 
their  warmest  friends,  by  their  compatriots  in 
the  revolutionwy  strug^e ;  by  men  whom  tfaej 
well  knew  wonM  readdy  listen  to  their  com- 
plaints, and  promptly  redress  their  iiguries. 
These  circumstances  establifdi  the  fact,  that  tbe 
acceptance  of  the  commutation  of  five  years* 
full  pay  as  an  equivalent  for  the  half  pay  for 
life,  was  not  only  voluntary,  bat  satisuctory, 
beyond  any  reasonable  doubt  It  has  been  said 
that  the  acceptance  of  this  commutation  by  the 
officers,  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  free  and 
voluntary  act,  because  Congress  required  only 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  several  State 
lines  of  the  army.  And  it  seems  to  be  inferred 
that  Congress  intended  by  this  means  to  com- 
pel the  yonnger  officers  to  accept  as  a  «Mnma- 
tation  for  their  half  pay,  what  was  not  in  valne 
an  equivalent  for  it.  This  is  a  vary  weighty 
charge  against  a  body  of  men  whom  we  nave 
been  accustomed  to  revere  as  amongst  the 
wisest  and  best  men  that  ever  conducted  the 
great  interests  of  our  country.  The  charge,  if 
well  founded,  must  con»gn  their  names  to  in- 
famy. But  it  is  not  well  founded.  They  are 
not  justly  liable  to  this  imputation.  Their  mo- 
tives, in  relation  to  this  oner  of  a  commutation 
for  half  pay  to  the  Revolutionary  officers,  were 
fair,  and  tlieir  conduct  just  and  honorable. 
The  unworthy  Buspicions  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred, must  have  arisen  from  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  motives  which  induced  Congress  to 
require  tho  assent  of  the  officers  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  commutation  offered  by  mi^wities 
of  their  respective  lines.  The  circnmstaiioea 
disclose  satis&ctorily  what  these  motives  were. 
Tho  oflicers  had  solicited  a  commutation  or 

Iiayment  of  a  gross  sum  in  exchuige  for  the 
talf  pay  for  life,  which  had  been  promised 
them.  Congress  was  willing  to  yield  to  their 
solicitations,  but  it  was  found  difficult  to  effect 
tliis  object,  witliout  exposing  the  one  party  w 
the  other  to  injustice.  Tho  value  of  the  half 
pay  of  no  two  of  the  officers  was  the  same ; 
and  it  was  impracticable  to  apportion  the  com- 
mutation to  each  individual  case.  The  officers 
as  well  as  Congress,  were  satisfied  that  a  com- 
mutation could  be  eifected  only  by  fixing  upon 
on  averaf^  value  of  tho  half  pay  of  all  the  offi- 
cers. This  would  secnre  the  Qmcers,  as  a  body, 
against  injustice,  but  it  would  not  secure  the 
Govemment ;  because  if  Congress  offered  this 
average  value  as  a  commutation,  without  an 
assurance  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
ofiiocrs  would  accept  it,  it  might  happen  that 
only  the  old  officers,  or  those  whose  oonstitn- 
tions  were  broken  by  diseases  or  wounds, 
would  accept  it.  These  persons  would  have 
received  a  commutation  far  beyond  what,  in 
justice,  they  were  entitled  to.  To  guard  against 
this  injustice  to  the  public,  Congress  said  to  the 
officers,  W«  will  give  you  five  years'  fiiU  p^y, 
a  &ir  average  value  of  your  half  pay  for  lifie^  if 
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so  considerable  a  portion  of  70U  will  consent  to 
accept  it  as  will  aSbrd  a  reasonable  assurance 
that  no  considerable  ii^ostice  will  resalt  to  the 
pnblio  from  onr  offer.  This  was  the  sole  mo- 
tive which  indaced  Congress  to  annex  to  their 
offer  the  condition  that  the  officers  should  de- 
cide npon  the  acceptance  of  the  oommntotion, 
by  m^oritie»  in  their  respective  lines.  The 
oondiuoa  on  which  the  offer  was  made,  was 
Just  and  reasonable.  Its  olject  was  to  guard 
against  Injustice,  and  not  to  do  injastioe.  No 
possible  iqjustioe  eonld  resnlt  to  the.  officers 
oom  this  o(»i^tlon.  It  imp^red  none  of  the 
rights  ct  the  minority  who  should  not  see  fit 
to  accept  the  oommatation.  It  was  not  compul- 
sory, nor  ^d  it  impose  either  forfeiture  or  pen- 
alty upon  those  who  should  r^eot  the  offer. 
Their  promise  of  half  pay  for  life  remained 
equally  obligatory  upon  the  Government  as  be* 
fore ;  and  Congress  remained  bonnd  to  provide, 
and  undoubtedly  wonld  have  provided  for  its 
payment  AU  the  evidence  we  have  on  this 
sabject,  leads  to  the  oonclnnon  that  the  officers 
iKsoeptM  die  commntatioDf  not  beeanse  they 
were  compelled  to  accept  it,  bnt  beeanse  they 
bdieved  it  to  be  on  advantage  to  them.  This 
ts  evident  from  the  admitted  fiiet  that  they 
readily  and  generally,  if  not  nnanimously,  ac- 
cepted it.  The  committee  tells  us  that  mi^ori- 
lies  in  the  lines  of  nine  States  accepted  the 
commutation.  How  laige  those  majorities 
were,  does  not  appear ;  that  they  included  all, 
or  nearly  all,  the  officers,  is  fairly  presumable 
from  the  consideration  that  all  did  actually  ac- 
cept the  commutation;  and  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  any  objections  were  made  to  its 
acceptance.  The  officers  of  the  fonr  remuning 
States  never  acted  by  lines  on  the  questicm  of 
iba  acceptance  of  the  commutation.  They 
acted  inaiTidoally  on  this  question,  and  every 
one  of  them,  the  young  as  wtHi  as  the  dd,  wiu 
the  Jmowle^  that  they  were  at  liber^,  each 
one  fbr  himself  to  accept  or  r^ect  the  otnumU' 
tation,  did  accept  it.  Can  evidence  of  a  Tolnn- 
tary  acceptance  cS  the  commutation,  more  con- 
dosive  than  this,  be  offered  ?  It  is  believed  to 
be  impossible.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  evi- 
dence of  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  the  com- 
mutation of  five  years'  fiill  pay,  in  .exchange 
for  half  pay  for  lifls,  by  at  least  more  than 
tbree-fonrtha,  if  not  all  these  officers,  this  bill 
provides  a  second  commutation  for  all  the  rev- 
olutionary officers,  without  discrimination.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  of  the  advocates  of  this 
bill,  on  wmit  principle  it  is  that  those  officers 
who  solinted  the  commatation  for  their  hidf 
pay,  who  Tolnntarily  aud  Individnally,  each 
man  aetinj^  for  himself^  accepted  it,  believing  it 
to  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  that  half  pay,  is  now 
to  receive  a  second  commntatibn.  It  certainly 
cannot  be  on  the  ground  either  of  legal  or 
eqaitable  obligation,  of  which  we  have  neard 
so  ranch  said.  It  has  been  sud,  that  although 
circumstances  induced  the  officers  to  receive 
this  commntatJnn  voluntarily,  yet  if  it  was  not 
an  eqaivalent  Sor  the  half      yielded  Bp  in  ex- 


[SaMsa. 

change  for  it,  the  Government  remains  under 
an  eqnitable  obligation  to  give  them  an  addi- 
tions oommatation  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  WooDBCBT  said,  that  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  to  the  honorable' objects  of  this 
bill,  wonld  justify  him  in  a  few  remarks  npon 
the  oliJeotifms  timni  ag^nst  it.  But  so  long 
had  the  debate  been  protawited,  he  should  have 
refrained  from  tiuwe  ranarks  entirely,  had  not 
the  speedi  of  his  colleague  thte  morning  coo- 
vinced  him,  that  some  of  the  opposers  of  the 
measure  acted  nnder  a  total  misapprehension  as 
to  a  few  of  the  material  facts.  The  i>riocip]es 
which  should  govern  the  measure,  might  wcU 
be  presumed  alike  familiar  to  all ;  bnt  the  par*- 
tioular  facts  of  the  case  surely  on^ht  to  be  bet- 
ter known  to  those,  whose  particular. duty  it 
had  been  to  make  a  critical  examination  of  them. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  {ib. 
Macon)  had  ni^^  much,  as  an.objectionto  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  that  theconmilttee  themselves 
disagreed  concerning  the  grounds  on  which  its 
mentsrested.  While  in  tmUi,  the  only  realdiffer- 
ence  among  them  had  been,  that  one  member 
dwdt  more  strongly  on  one  reason,  and  anoUier 
more  strongly  on  another  reason  for  its  adoption. 

But  very  far  was  it  from  the  intention  of 
himself^  or  his  able  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Bssmsx,)  in  advocating  the  claim  on  strict 
common  law  principles,  to  admit  that  it  conld 
not  be  supported  also  on  principles  the  most 
liberal  and  equitable ;  while  it  was  equally  &r, 
as  he  believed,  ftom  the  views  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Van  Burxn  and 
Mr.  HABniBOK,)  who  had  so  eloquently  pressed 
the  mere  equity  of  the  chum,  to  admit  that  it 
was  not  also  well  hosed  on  strict  common  law 
prindples.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  radical  differ- 
enoe  had  existed  between  them,  it  would  stUl 
leave  the  measure  as  free  fttim  olt|ecUon  «i 
that  aeeount  as  was  left  the  tmpoidtion  to  it. 
For  (me  gentleman  formerly,  Qtr.  Macon,)  and 
indeed,  another  to-day,  (Mr.  Bxii,)  had  insist)- 
ed  on  the  statute  of  limitations  In  bar  of  the 
claim,  while  the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Ttler)  properly  and  gallantly  said  he  should 
scorn  to  take  advantage  of  that  statate.  Again, 
the  last  gentleman  had  insisted,  that  the  com- 
mutation act  was  legally  binding  and  compnl- 
Bory  on  the  minority  as  well  as  m^ority ;  while 
my  colleague  to-day  frankly  acknowledges, 
that  it  was  binding  on  nobody  who  did  not 
individually  and  freely  assent  to  its  provisicma. 
The  difference  between  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  is  therefore  essential,  while  that  between 
its  friends  is  merely  nominal.  - 

Another  mistake  in  fiict  has  bera  urged  from 
one  or  two  quarters  against  the  bill,  namely, 
that  a  snit  at  law  conld  not  be  sustained  on  the 
claim,  and  hence,  it  ought  not  to  find  favor. 
Bnt  does  any  claim  ever  come  here,  on  whldt 
such  a  suit  could  be  sustained  t  The  chief  rea- 
son that  induces  every  private  claimant  to  pro- 
sent  his  petition  to  Congress,  is  that  he  could 
not  obtain  redress  in  the  courts  of  law ;  and  if 
no  daimant  was  to  be  listened  to  her^  who 
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conld  not  sneoeed  at  law,  we  might  sweep  off, 
at  one  blow,  onr  whole  docket  of  private  Dills. 
Again,  it  lias  been  asked,  why  did  not  these 
petitioners  go  to  the  Departments  to  have  their 
claims  andited  and  allowed,  if  Hiey  are  valid? 
I  reply,  as  before,  if  nobody  is  to  be  relieved 
here,  who  cannot  get  relief  at  one  of  the  De- 
partments, at  once  rub  the  sponge  over  all  pri- 
vate applicatiwu ;  becanse  the  verj  reason  for 
th«r  appearance  here,  is  that,  by  omisrions  in 
the  ezisODff  laws,  or  doubts  w  the  aecoiinting 
officers,  redress  cannot  be  obtained  at  any  of 
the  Departments.  If  objections  like  these  are 
to  avail  agiunst  petition  now  nnder  consid- 
eration, let  them  avail  against  all  petitioners, 
and  in  the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  let  all  be  directed  to  "eat  out  of  one 
^KKHQ."  'Why  did  we  not  say  to  the  merchants 
in  A.  D.  1816,  whoso  bonds  were  remitted.  Go 
to  yonr  action  at  law,  or  go  to  one  of  the  De- 
partments f  Why  not  say  the  same  to  the  par- 
ohasers  of  pnblio  lands  bo  liberalljr  relieved  a 
few  years  aigo  t 

Hie  annnity  tables,  when  formed  with  care,  are 
entitled  to  full  confidence,  and  furnish  sufficient 
oertidnty  fivmoneyed  calculations  of  the  utmost 
Iniportanoe  in  common  life.  They  do  not  rest  on 
ectnres,  but  on  long  and  patient  observation 
on  records.  (See  85  Quart  Rev.  4th  page.) 
I  have  a  table  before  me,  where  of  ten  thou- 
sand persons  born  on  a  given  day,  so  for  from 
all  being  swept  away  in  seven  years,  or  even  in 
fonrtcen,  (the  time  supposed  by  tlie  other  gen- 
tleman,) over  one-half  of  the  number  are  alive 
after  thirty  years.  Again,  of  those  alive  after 
thirty  years  of  age,  instead  of  all  'disappearing 
after  seven  or  fourteen  year?,  ono-hitlf  of  them 
are  alive  after  thirty-two  years.  The  toble  is 
formed  in  a  healthy  country,  and  of  that  char- 
acter will  I  show  onr  own  to  he,  notwithstand- 
ingthe  argnmoit  to  the  contrary  to-daj. 

The  hypothesis  of  the  committee,  that  tiie 
average  ue  of  the  officers  in  A.  D.  1T88,  did 
not  exceed  thirty,  was  not  assumed  hastily,  as 
intimated :  it  was  not  adopted  without  full  in- 
quiry, and  has  had  the  sanction  of  two  able 
committees  of  the  other  House.  Toking  that 
then  as  a  fact  sofficiently  well  established  for  this 
purpose,  the  committee  have  not  said,  as  my 
coUeagne  through  mistake  supposes,  that  the 
officers  would  live  only  fourteen  years.  They 
merely  mention  fourteen  years  as  the  shortest 
term ;  but  their  whole  calculations  and  argu- 
ments he  would  see,  had  he  examined  them 
with  his  usual  care,  are  grounded  on  the  posi- 
tion, that  ihej  were  likdy  to  live  from  82  to 
84  years.  The  committee,  in  coming  to  that 
Tosnlt,  do  not  that  they  adopt  impiioidy  the 
tablei  of  Dr.  Price,  or  do  they  even  refer  to 
him  at  all  in  their  report.  But  two  former 
committees  in  the  other  House,  have  taken  his 
tables  as  their  basis,  and  making  proper  allow- 
ances, have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  with 
ourselves.  We  have  resorted  not  only  to  him, 
but  especially  to  Milne  on  Annnities,  which  is 
noir  befbre  me^  md  fiom  whieb  I  hm  Man 


read.   I  will  take  the  Hberty  agun  to  read, 

and  from  his  calculations  to  repeat,  that  the 
data  given  by  the  committee  are  correct  [1^- 
W.  here  read  from  Milne's  tables.]  These 
tables  of  course  differ  some  years,  as  do  those 
of  Dr.  Price,  according  as  they  are  made  in 
different  latitudes;  in  large  towns  or  the  coun- 
try, and  witiiin  the  last  60  yearvor  before,  oa 
account  of  the  introduction  of-  vaccination,  the 
improvements  In  ednealion,  and  numerous  oth- 
er causes  which  reading  and  observation  will 
suggest.  A  slight  difference,  when  kept  as  to 
the  different  sexes,  prevails  likewise  in  all  of 
these. — (3  Milne  Apx.  766.) 

But  ti^e  the  healthiest  places  in  Europe^ 
where  tliese  tables  have  been  formed  dormg 
the  last  half  century,  and  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  life  at  80  years  of  age  is  such,  that  an 
annnity  for  it,  would  not  differ  beyond  a  small 
fraction  from  14  years^  purchase.  The  tables 
at  Carlisle  are  of  this  character.  Not  as  many 
gentlemen,  with  a  sliffht  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject have  supposed,  that  a  person  of  that  age 
would  live  oidy  14  years;  but  probably  live 
about  84  years ;  and  hence  his  annuity  for  that 
time  be  worth  now  in  a  gross  snm  14  times  its 
amount  Can  my  colleague  seriously  contend, 
that  the  committee  have  erred  in  supposing  the 
healthiness  of  the  country  not  equal  to  that  of 
Europe,  where  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
are  well  known  not  to  be  so  weD  fed,  shdtmd 
or  clothed  ?  Or  that  republican  institutions  are 
less  favorable  to  long  life  than  monarchieaf 
Or  can  he  seriously  contend,  that  these  officen 
at  thirty  years  of  age  were  less  likely  to  live  long, 
than  persons  who  had  been  incivillifef  In  r^ly, 
should  I  conjecture  merely  without  any  examina- 
tion of  this  point,  the  conclusion  would  be  ratber 
more  obviousand  natural,  that  ^rsons,  hardened 
by  exposure  and  severe  exertion,  would  after- 
wards Uve  longer  than  persmu  in  ordinarr  Kfew 

But'  without  any  dtim  on  my  part  to  tmosiud 
aeeaxmej  or  deep  sdence  in  these  snljecta,  tlw 
committee  have  not  rested  their  infmnecs  on 
mere  ooi^ecture:  they  have  not  I  beKeve^ 
adopted  a  basis  "  utterly  improbable nor  are 
thejr  persons  whose  habits  have  led  them  in 
their  official  duties  to  "  assume  essential  facta,** 
without  evidence.  The  invalid  pension  rcdl  of 
the  United  States  in  A.  D.  18S6,  conasted 
8,690,  and  exhibited  only  fifty-eight  deaths. 
In  A.  D.  1626,  of  8,806,  and  exhibited  only 
forty-eight  deaths.  This  averages  about  1  in 
70,  an^  is  among  a  class  of  persons,  not,  it  is 
believed,  less  than  80  years  old  on  an  average ; 
and  oS  whom  all  have  seen  service  and  experi- 
enced bodily  injuries.  Tet  It  shows  greater 
health  than  the  healthiest  taUes,  in  either  Price 
or  Milne  in  Europe.  Again,  of  the  revdution- 
ary  soldiers  on  the  continental  line,  who  are 
placed  on  the  pension  list,  more  than  12,000 
survive,  after  the  lapse  of  44  years  since  the 
peace.  Thus,  instead  of  the  whole  having 
been  swept  away  in  7,  or  even  14  years,  this 
large  numoer  remains  after  more  than  rix  times 
7  years.  Even  of  these^  aged  and  decr^d  as 
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the^  are,  only  about  one  in  82  dies  umaally, 
Thich  is  a  less  mortalttj  than  the  average  Brit- 
ish standard  half  a  centory  ago,  of  one  in  28  of 
her  whole  population.  Agun,  the  gentleman 
who  last  addressed  the  Senate^  (Mr.  Bbll,)  con- 
tends that  if  this  oonntrj  were  as  healthy  as 
England,  and  the  officers  as  healthy  as  common 
citizens  of  their  aye,  600,  instead  of  280, 
should  now  be  alive.  Tfali  is  another  Ulnstra- 
tion  of  the  mistakes,  attending  doubtless  on 
haste  and  partial  ezamination,  ud  not  on  any 
personal  prejndice  or  oouanUe  motiveo.  The 
offiows  in  A.  D.  1788,  are,  to  be  sare,  soppoeed 
to  have  been,  on  an  average,  80  years  of  age ; 
and  it  may  be,  that  if  all  were  in  troth  no 
more  than  80  years  old  at  that  time,  between 
400  and  600  wonld  or  should  now  snrrire. 
Indeed,  more  than  280  may  be  alive  at  this 
time,  thoogb  no  more  have  been  ascertained. 
Bat  the  gentleman  forgets  that  a  eonsidttsble 
nnmber  of  them  were  in  fiact  over  80 ;  not  a 
few  40,  60,  and  60,  and  overlooks  enUrely,  that 
tiie  mortality  in  44  years,  among  Uiose  40  years 
old  and  npwards,  would  be  nearly  double  more 
than  the  gain  in  life  as  to  the  nnmeroos  officers 
who  were  less  than  80  ynn  <dd. 

In  this  great  luse  of  time^  mora  than  nine- 
teen-twentieths  of  those  only  40  years  old,  and 
the  whole,  save  one  or  two  of  those  over  40, 
would  have  passed  the  allotted  age  ot  man, 
and  be  i^together  swept  from  existence ;  while 
only  abont  three-fourths  of  those  exactly  80 
years  old  would  have  died,  and  nearly  as  many 
of  those  21  or  25  years  old  wonld  have  died  as 
tiiose  30  years  old.  Hence  the  average  ages, 
though  a  correct  enougli  guide  as  to  life  in 
valuing  half  pay,  only  too  mifavorable  to  these 
individnal  petitioners,  is  manifestly  erroneotu 
in  ascertaining  how  many  survive,  when  44,  in- 
stead of  84  year&  has  elapsed,  ma  when  not  a 
prt^KHtim,  imt  all  of  tiuMo  over  a  certain  age, 
nave  probably  peiidied. 

To  return  to  the  oompawtive  healthinaM  of 
all  onr  pmnlation  in  this  conntry,  whera  tables 
or  bills  of  mortality  have  been,  kept :  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  manifestly  mnoh  fewer  than 
in  the  same  population  in  England.  A  paper 
by  Dr.  Barton,  in  the  3d  vol.  Philo.  Trans.,  42d 
page,  demonstrates  that  in  Philadelphia  the 
deaths  were  often  only  1  in  40 ;  and  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  1  in  47 ;  whQe  in  this  city,  I  liava  the 
data  before  me,  showing  that  for  the  lost  six 
years  they  have  averaged  not  1  in  40.  In  the 
State  of  New  York  computations  hav%  been 
mode  with  some  degree  of  accnraoy,  that  the 
deothsdonot  avenwBovwl  in  72;  andlhave 
known  many  towns  in  New  Hampahira,  where 
thOThave  been  fm  many  years  lees  than  1  in  60. 

The  vote  b^g  taken  <»i  the  motion  of  iSx. 
Hatnb,  to  fill  the  blank  with  $600,000,  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Uaryland,  moved  to  fill  the 
bhmk  with  $600,000. 

This  question  was  aSao  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  EAnmr,  UU  was  OTdered 
to  lie  <m  the  taUe. 

YoftXX-SS 


Monday,  March  IT. 
Prevention  qfDmrtion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eabbison,  the  bill  to  pre- 
vent desertion  in  the  Army,  and  for  other  puiv 
poses,  was  taken  up — an  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  as  a  8ub< 
eUtute  for  the  original  bill,  being  under  conod- 
eration. 

Mr.  HABBmoK  explained  the  objects  of  the 
bilL  The  increase  which  it  would  affect  in  the 
]my  of  non-oomroisrioned  officers  wad  privates 
was  absolutely  neceesory,  as  had  been  demon- 
strated by  the  grwt  nnmber  of  desertions  whkh 
had  taken  phwe  in  the  army  for  several  years. 
The  addititmal  pay  of  the  aol^oi  was  grad- 
oated  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  prove  an  induce* 
ment  for  thran  to  remain  in  the  service ;  and  it 
was  found,  by  far  the  greater  nnmber  of  those 
who  deserted,  were  among  the  newly  enlisted. 
This  additional  t>ay  was  also  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  for  which  they  enlisted,  as  a  pledge 
for  their  good  conduct.  The  bill  for  which 
this  was  a  subsUtnte,  was  thought  liable  to  ob- 
jection on  aooonnt  frf  the  increase  expen- 
diture whicb  it  would  require;  But  no  siudi 
otjecUon  could  be  found  with  this,  as  the  ad- 
ditional expenditure  would  not  require  a  sum 
equal  to  that  lost  yearly  by  desertions.  The 
average  loss  by  the  present  habit  of  deaertiw 
was  upwards  of  62,000  dollars.  The  increase 
of  pay  provided  for  by  this  bUl  is  67,000  dol- 
lars. Thus,  if  the  object  in  view  should  have 
been  effected,  $6,000  would  be  saved.  There 
were  two  instances  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee  of  individuals  who  had  enflsted 
five  times  within  1826  and  '6,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  bounty  mcaiey.  By  the  arrangement 
now  pn^osed,  the  soldier  wonld  hare,  at  the 
end  m  ma  term  of  enlistment,  a  oonwcSaUe 
sum  of  mraiey.  This  was  cmudered  a  great 
inducement  to  honest  respectable  young  men 
to  join  the  army,  and  would  have  a  tendency 
to  elevate  tiie  condition  of  the  privates.  As  to 
the  non-ocnnmiBrioned  officers,  he  had,  on  a 
former  oocanon,  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
were  worse  paid  in  our  army,  than  in  any  of 
the  armies  in  the  European  nations,  from  whom 
we  borrowed  our  mditary  system.  In  the 
French  service  there  was  an  intermediate  offi- 
cer between  the  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers,  known  as  an  a^jntant  sub* 
officer,  who  did  the  duty  of  our  first  setgeant 
and  who  were  respectively  paid.  Indeed,  all 
the  non-o(»nmisuoned  officers  were  &r  better 
pidd  than  ours.  Oomparing  the  pay  of  oar 
officers  with  those  In  the  English  service,  it  was 
much  in  favor  of  the  Eng^sh.  Bende^  ser- 
geants could  be  promoted :  and  in  the  Penin- 
sular war,  that  great  wanior,  Lc»d  Wellington, 
had  two  officers  in  each  company,  called  color- 
sergeants,  who  were  well  piud,  and  the  office 
was  considered  so  desirable,  that  it  was  much 
sought  after.  It  was  true,  the  present  hill  pro- 
posed no  anch  arrangement}  but  it  was  thouj^t 
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thoL  hy  increasiog  the  pay,  respectable  men 
■would  be  willing  to  enter  the  army.  The  fifth 
eection  of  the  bill  proposed  a  new  principle  in 
onr  army ;  and  the  reasons  for  it.  he  wonld 
briefly  state.  Several  our  subordinate  posts 
were  sitoated  at  a  grcflt  distance  from  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  consequence  was,  that, 
often,  when  a  soldier  had  been  guilty  of  some 
trivial  offence,  he  was  necessarily  Kept  in  prison 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  until  a  Court  Martial 
could  be  convened,  or  ne  conld  be  sent  to  a 
distance  to  he  tried.  It  was,  ^erefore,  thought 
advisable  to  allow,  on  such  occasions,  the  com- 
mander of  the  posts  to  assemble  Courts  Martial  for 
the  trial  of  offences  committed  in  the  garrison. 
This  was  highly  recommended  by  the  inspectors 
of  the  army,  in  their  examinations  last  year. 
There  was  another  novelty  in  the  bill  which 
arose  from  a  similar  necessity.  "Where  a  suffi- 
(Aent  nomber  of  commissioned  officers  were  not 
stationed  at  a  post  to  constitute  a  Ooart  Mar- 
tial, it  was  proposed  to  call  in  a  non-oommis- 
doned  officer  to  complete  the  nnmber.  He  b&- 
Heved  this  vas  common  In  the  French  service. 
There  conld  be  no  dang^  in  adopting  Ae  sys- 
tem, and  it  wonld  obviate  many  difficulties. 
Uany  non-commissioned  officers  were  men  of 
character  and  intelligence,  and  when  their  pay 
should  have  been  increased,  a  higher  grade  of 
men  would  be  willing  to  taJEC  the  office,  and 
the  rank  wonld  be  placed  on  a  better  footing. 
Besados,  when  they  found  a  principle  adopted 
in  monarchical  Government^  that  would  al- 
low the  advancement  of  the  non-commismon- 
ed  officers,  tibey  could  safely  rely  upon  its 
having  been  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  ser- 
Tice. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  wmunittee 
ves  then  agreed  to. 
Kr.  CnttiDLEB  said,  that,  for  many  years, 

Congress  had  gone  on  increasing  the  expense 
of  the  army,  by  beginning  with  the  pay  of  the 
lower  officers,  and  brining  it  op  so  near  to  the 
next  higher  grade,  that  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary to  raise  that  also.  He  thooght  raising  the 
pay  of  the  first  sergeants  from  10  to  16  dollars 
was  too  great  a  change.  He  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  18  dollars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CnAimLKB  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Hayhe,  to  strike  out  the 
flection,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  ihU,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed tor  s  third  reading. 

Intmutl  ImprovemenL 

The  Senate  considered  the  bill  to  grant  cer- 
tain relinquished  and  unappropriated  lands  to 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  Uie  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa, 
Clahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  Rivers. 

Mr.  MoKiNLBT  sdd,  that  this  bill  had  been 
presented  by  him,  in  anticipation  of  a  memorial 
of  the  Le^ature  of  Alabama,  which  had  since 
been  received,  and  in  accordance  with  which 
the  committee  had  reported  some  amendments. 
It  was  scarcely  necessary  t<x  Lim  to  urge  npon 
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the  Senate,  the  importance  of  the  proposed 
improvements ;  and  he  hoped,  ere  this,  to  haTe 
been  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate,  the  Rejxnt 
of  the  Ei^neer  Deparbnent,  npon  the  sorveys 
which  luul  been  nude  last  year.  Bat  the  iS 
health  of  tiie  penon  whose  duty  it  was  to  drair 
np  the  Bepw^  had  prevented  him  from  yer- 
forming  it.  He  womd  inerely  state,  fliat  the 
population  above  the  larae  Mnsde  Bho^  on 
the  Tennessee  Biver,  had  no  advantage  of  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  except  during  a  short 
period  in  eadi  year,  when  the  waters  were  un- 
commonly high.  The  plan  of  improvement 
was  prac^cabie,  and  promised  most  beneficial 
results.  The  laige  shoal  was  ten  miles  long; 
and  the  river,  at  that  pointy  spread  itself  from 
one  mile  to  two  miles  in  width,  obstructed  by 
islands  and  rocks.  The  shore  was  a  hi^  bli^ 
and  two  or  three  streams  emptied  into  the  Ten- 
nessee, which  would  be  sufficient  feeders  for 
the  prq}ected  canaL  The  plan  was,  to  throw  a 
wall  along  the  bhi£^  thereby  forming  a  naviga- 
Ue  canal.  The  expense  for  improving  this  pas- 

Xmost  necessarily  be  great.  There  were 
r  points  of  less  importance,  and  which 
would  cost,  comparatively,  but  small  samsL  A 
single  glance  at  the  map  must  convince  any  one 
of  the  great  importance  of  this  plan  to  West 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  and  Alabama.  He  hoped 
that  the  same  kind  of  impropriation  of  lands 
would  be  made,  as,  duni^  the  last  session, 
was  made,  for  canals  in  SlintHs  and  Indiana. 
He  knew  that  there  had  been  mndi  contro- 
versy upon  the  powers  of  Congress  to  make 
improvements  in  the  interior;  and  that  the 
doctrine  was  held  by  some,  that,  although  they 
had  the  power  to  improve  the  seabcArd, 
widening  channels,  erecting  breakwaters,  and 
dearing  out  harbors,  they  conld  not  go  into  the 
inland  sections  of  the  country  and  perfiMm  the 
same  offices,  by  improving  rivers,  maldng  roads 
and  canals,  &c.  It  appeared  that  the  hostilities 
on  this  question,  arose  out  of  tiie  contest  for 
State  Rights.  It  was  a  question  chiefiy  raised 
by  the  old  Stetes.  But  it  was  me  in  which 
the  various  sections  of  the  country  were  not 
equally  inter^ted.  It  wonld  be  observed,  that 
the  very  condition  on  which  the  new  States 
were  achnitted  into  the  Union  was,  that  they 
should  have  no  sovereignty  over  the  lands. 
The  landa  were  owned  by  the  United  States; 
we,  of  the  new  States,  have  no  anthori^  ow 
them ;  and  I  shoold  suppose  that  &ose  who 
are  the  strictest  in  their  oonslrDcti<Hi  <sS  Ibe 
ccmstitntion,  wonld  find  no  difficult?  in  grant- 
ing the  public  domain  for  pntposes  like  those 
pomted  out  in  the  bill.   It  was  an  every-d^y 

Sractice  for  tiie  United  States  to  prosecute  in- 
ividnals  for  trespasses  on  the  land  owned  by 
the  General  Government — ^nor  by  these  pro- 
ceedings was  it  pretended  that  the  soveraignty 
of  the  States  was  invaded.  There  seemed, 
therefore,  no  oly'eotion  to  the  application  of 
these  lands  to  improving  the  country  in  whic^ 
they  lie.  In  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  Umted 
States  now  held  between  twentj-eight  and 
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twentj-nine  mUlions  of  acres,  the  Indian  title 
to  which  had  not  ^et  heen  extinguished.  On 
the  south  inde  of  the  River  Tennessee,  in  the 
vidnitj  of  Hnscle  Shoals,  there  was  an  im- 
mense tract  of  public  lands,  comprising  nearly 
the  wh(^  of  uie  countj  of  Jackson.  There 
were. also  lat^  tracts  on  the  north  side  of  Uie 
river,  oocQpied  chieflj  by  the  Indians.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  for  the  interest 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  access  to  and 
from  those  lands  shoold  be  improved.  It  would 
open  them  to  new  and  increased  settlements, 
and  from  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  im- 
provement proposed,  it  would  stiuid  among  the 
first  works  of  a  national  character. 

Ur.  Noble  was  understood  to  say  that  it  was 
not  oostomary  to  pass  bills  of  this  description 
without  having  the  estimates  to  go  upon.  But, 
as  to  the  constitational  power,  he  did  not  know 
how  it  was  that  the  constitution  read  differ- 
ently in  Hiune  and  Alabama.  How  was  it  that 
they  had  a  perfect  right  to  make  a  military 
road  in  Maine,  and  no  shadow  of  power  to 
make  a  canal  in  Alabama!  He  wonld  ask 
what  clause  in  the  constitution  authorizod  the 
construction  of  a  military  road?  There  was 
no  such  clause.  But,  then,  it  was  done  tmder 
the  power  of  regulating  the  army.  It  was  easy 
enough  to  construe  the  constitution  when  this 
road  was  to  be  constructed.  When  Kenne- 
beck,  or  KennebonlL  or  whatever  it  might  be 
oalled,  was  interested,  the  leaves  of  the  oonsti- 
tntioi^  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine's 
Konples  were  to  be  found,  were  frozen  together 
1^  his  northern  predilections.  It  has  been 
argued  that  the  benefits  of  im^vement  had 
not  been  equally  bestowed.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  eompUdned  that  his  state 
had  received  nothing.  Bn^  s^d  Ur.  N.,  we 
cannot  give  them  any  thing  if  they  will  not  ask 
it — although  I  believe  there  is  a  bill  now  he- 
fore  the  Senate  for  an  outlet,  or  an  inlet,  I  do 
not  recollect  which,  in  that  State.  He  was  for 
it.  He  would  vote  for  assistance  wherever  it 
was  wanted.  He  was  friendly  to  the  wishes  of 
AlnhawiA ;  aad  would  OS  soon  vote  for  the  oazial 
they  stand  in  need  of  as  for  the  military  road 
in  UiUne.  He  wished  the  gentleman  ttom 
Uune  wonld  get  up  in  his  place,  and  enlighten 
him  as  to  the  difference  of  the  constitution  in 
one  State  and  in  another.  F<ff  his  own  part 
he  considered  the  operation  uniform.  He  did 
not  wish  to  have  the  coustitutioa  always 
brought  in,  until  it  should  at  lost  be  eaten  up 
with  talking,  and  be  considered  of  little  im- 
portance from  everlasting  recurrence  to  it.  He 
believed  that  some  of  those  whose  consciences 
were  so  tender,  might  be  sincere ;  but  his  prin- 
ciple was,  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  told, 
whenever  appropriations  were  proposed,  that 
there  was  no  State  but  "iitixa  in  which  the 
constitntioD  operated,  and  that  its  particular 
province  was  somewhere  about  Eenneheck  or 
Eemiebunk.  He  wanted  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  the  constipation  to  all  the  dififerent  set^ona 


of  the  country.  If  not,  abolish  it  at  once,  and 
get  rid  of  this  eter^  dUpnte  npon  it 

Ur.  Cobb  stud,  tnat  he  should  deem  it  bis 
duty  to  vote  agiunst  tiiis  bill,  as  he  did  for 
those  making  appropriations  for  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  canals.  Tlie  doctrine  whidi  he 
held,  had  been  formerly  expressed  in  this 
House,  against  appropriations  by  the  General 
Government  for  tne  purposes  of  Internal  Im- 
provement. They  were,  he  knew,  unfashiona- 
ble doctrines.  But  these  considerations  he 
now  discarded ;  and  pat  his  opposition  to  the 
bill  upon  a  different  ^ond  altogether.  He 
objeoted  to  it  because  it  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  compact  entered  into  at  the  admission  of 
Alabama  into  the  Union.  The  grant  of  the 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  was  not  an  on- 
conditional  grant.  What  was  the  o^wt  of 
this  bill  ?  It  was  an  unconditional  grant  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  of  a  qutuitity  of  limd,  for 
the  peculiar  benefit  of  that  State.  By  the  arti- 
cles of  cession  between  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  it  was  agreed  that  those  lands  should 
remain  as  a  common  fond  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  Geoi^  induded;  and  it  was 
added,  in  that  instrument,  that  tiiey  should 
"  he  faithfully  disposed  of  for  no  other  pur- 
poses." The  (question  then  presented  by  this 
bill,  was,  does  it  violate  the  articles  of  cession  ! 
We  are  about  to  dispose  of  this  land.  Howt 
Are  we  applying  it  to  the  common  use  of  the 
United  States,  Qieorgia  included;  and  for  no 
other  purpose?  Ko.  I  say  it  is  to  be  disposed 
for  the  benefit  of  Alabama,  and  for  no  other 
port  of  the  country  whatever.  He  knew  that 
It  wonld  be  said,  that  it  was  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  United  States,  because  it  would  increase 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  promote  their 
settlement ;  and  that  Gooi^a  would  share  in 
these  advantages.  That  this  was  a  iollacious 
method  of  reasoning,  and  similar  to  that  which 
was  always  resorted  to,  when  the  violation  of 
any  compact  was  contemplated.  He  wished 
the  gentleman  who  bod  introduced  this  bill  to 
take  up  the  articles  of  cession,  uid  satirfy  him- 
self relative  to  the  compact  between  Georgia 
and  the  General  Government 

Ur.  Ruoous  spoke  in  fiivor  ot  the  hilL  He 
considered  the  Improvements  proposed  by  it  as 
interesting  to  the  whole  Union,  and  compared  it 
to  fortifications,  which  might  be  erectedfor  the 
defence  of  some  particular  city ;  but  also  con- 
tributed to  the  protection  of  the  whole  country. 

Ur.  UcEiNLBT  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
provision  for  exempting  all  persons  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  citizens  of  all  other 
States  in  the  Union,  from  tolls,  unless  authorized 
by  an  act  of  Congress ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Kino  moved  to  fill  two  blanks  in  the 
bill,  so  as  to  enjoin  upon  the  State  of  Alabama 
to  commence  the  prosecution  of  the  works 
within  two  years,  and  to  complete  it  witliin 
tenyears.   Agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, was  briefly  advocated  by  Ur.  Benton  and 
opposed  by  Ur.  Cobb;  when  the  question  being 
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taken  on  engrossins,  it  was  deciding  In  the  af- 
flrmatiTe  by  the  foUowinATOte : 

TxA& — UmTB.  Barton,  Bateman,  Benton,  Bon- 
figny,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnston  of  Louldana,  Eaite,  King,  Knight,  Mc- 
Einley,  Harks,  ^Me,  Bobt^s,  Rowan,  Bnggles, 
BaAth.  of  Varyland,  Webster,  White,  WlUiams— 2S. 

Nats. — Mesara.  Berrien,  Branch,  Cbandler,  Cobb, 
Bickerson,  Hacon,  Farris,  Seymour,  Smith  of  South 
Ouolina,  Tacaweli,  Tyler,  WtUey,  Woodbury— 18. 


IfkmnsDAT,  Ifareh  S6. 
GraehutUon  tjf  the  iViM  ^  the  Public  Landa. 

The  bin  for  the  gradnation  <rf  the  prices  of 
public  lands,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  UoEnruT  said:  The  great  interest  felt 
by  the  people  of  Alabama  In  tiie  fate  of  this 
aniyect,  made  it  his  dnl^  to  offer,  to  the  con- 
sideration (tf  tiie  Senate,  his  views  npon  tiie 
Tflrions  provisions  of  the  bill,  connected  vith 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  (Ur.  HEirDBicKs.} 

The  bill  contains,  said  Mr.  MoE.  -what  Z  con- 
ceive to  be  a  wise  and  salntary  chan^  in  the 
mode  of  eellii^  the  publio  lands ;  and  it  is  pro- 
pceed  by  the  amendment  to  confine  ^e  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  cede  in  full  property  to  the 
States  the  pnblic  lands  within  their  limits. 

Sir,  I  am  fiilly  ^prised  of  the  dlfflonlties  I 
have  to  enoonnter  on  this  solfject.  The  strong 
paitiditj  ai  ihe  Senate  for  the  present  system 
has  been  too  often  manifested  to  leave  a  doubt 
on  that  point,  but  the  difQculty  and  embarrass- 
ment is  greatly  increased  in  advocating  the 
amendment,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  thow  that 
the  United  States  shall  have  no  constitutional 
right  or  claim  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States. 
Here  Z  have  to  encounter  the  long  preconceived 
opinions  of  many  of  the  Senators,  the  infiuence 
or  an  established  system,  long  in  practice,  and 
the  force  of  precedent.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  will  not  be  surprising,  if  some  of  the 
doctrines,  which  dniy  requires  me  to  advocate, 
riionld  be  regarded  by  some  as  wild,  visionary, 
and  nntenaUe.  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  they 
are  result  of  the  moet  matoie  and  delib- 
erate reflection  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  a 
snbject  of  so  much  political  and  pecuniary  im- 
portance. I  have  long  entert^ned  the  cminion 
that  the  United  States  cannot  hold  land  in  any 
State  of  the  Union,  except  for  the  purposes 
enumerated  in  the  constitution ;  and  whatever 
right  they  had  to  the  soil  whUe  the  country 
remained  under  territorial  governments,  passed 
to  the  States  formed  over  uie  same  territory  on 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
foodng  with  the  old  States. 

A  sng^t  attention  to  the  history  and  character 
of  this  Government,  will  satisfy  the  most  scep- 
tical, that  the  United  States  did  not,  as  a  Oov- 
enunent,  nnder  tiie  artidM  of  oonnderation, 
acqnire  by  oonqnest  frdm  Great  KHtafai,  any 
title  to  tiie  waste  and  nn^Hotmriated  lands  (for- 
merly eaOed  Grown  lands)  iTing  within  the 


chirred  limits  ot  any  of  the  parties  to  tbat 
league  or  compact.  Whatever  have  been 
the  opinions  or  wishes  of  some  of  the  States 

upon  the  subject,  it  is  obvious  that  it  was  not 
the  opinion  of  the  Congress  of  that  day,  that 
the  United  States  woiild  (in  the  ev^t  of  snocess 
'  attending  the  war  in  which  they  were  then  en- 
gaged) l«  entitled  to  these  lands.  If  such  bad 
been  the  opinion  of  Congress,  why  did  they 
pass  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  September, 
1780,  asking  that  as  a  favor  which  they  might 
demand  as  a  right  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
then  believed  that  the  States  would,  in  virtue 
of  their  sovereignty,  succeed  to  all  the  ri^ts  of 
the  crown  over  these  lands,  if  they  sncceeded 
in  the  establishing  dieir  independence.  And 
this  doctrine  has  been  ftilly  sustained  by  the 
<^ini(Hi8  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  coses  of  Xletdier  and  Peck,  and 
Johnston  and  Molntosh.  As  the  resoIntioD  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  snhseonent  proceedings  under 
it,  form  the  basis  of  rignt  now  exercised  over 
the  publio  lands  by  the  United  States  within 
the  new  States,  it  will  be  proper  to  examine  the 
resolution,  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  United 
States  of  her  waste  and  nnappropriated  lands 
north-west  of  the  Ohio  River,  the  ordinance  of 
Congress  of  1837,  and  the  cession  by  Gewoia 
to  the  United  States  in  the  year  1802.  By  Uom 
resolution  Congress  reqnested  the  States  having 
waste  and  nnapproi»iated  lands  in  the  Weetem 
country,  to  makeUberal  cessions  to  the  Union; 
and  promised  tbat  the  lands  so  ceded,  sboold 
be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  at  die 
United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into 
distinct  repnblican  States,  which  States  should 
become  members  of  the  Federal  Unitm,  and 
have  the  same  rights  of  soverragn^,  freedom, 
and  independence,  as  the  other  St^ea.  1  voL 
Laws  U.  S.  p.  475. 

Virginia,  with  that  spirit  of  patriotiena  and 
liberality  which  characterizes  all  her  pnUio 
acts,  granted  this  request,  by  conveying  to  the 
United  States  all  her  waste  and  unappropriated 
londs  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River.  Bnt  the 
same  patriotism  which  induced  this  great  sacri- 
All!  of  interest  on  tiiepartof  mrgin^  induced 
her  to  secure,  as  fisr  as  practicable,  toe  sover- 
eignty, freedcHU,  and  independence  of  the  i^ates 
thus  to  be  created.  And,  therefore,  in  the  act 
of  the  Yii^;inia  Legislature  and  the  deed  of  ces- 
sion, the  in'ant  is  made  npon  this  express  condi- 
tion: "That  is  to  say,  upon  this  conditiao, 
that  the  territory  so  ceded  snail  be  laid  out  and 
formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  extent 
of  Territory ;  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  square, 
or  as  near  thereto  as  cirenmstances  will  admit ; 
and  that  the  States  so  formed  shall  be  distinct 
republican  States,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  (tfeor- 
ereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  Nates."  Aftertheexecntltni  ofthla^ed 
of  oearion.  Congress  thought  proper,  on  the  ISth 
of  July,  1787,  to  pass  an  ordinance  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the' territ<H7  north  weet  of  the 
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in  which  the  temiB  and  oonditions  expressed  in 
the  deed  of  ces^on  are  essentially  altered,  and 
the  following  restricted  terms  for  the  admission 
of  these  new  States  into  the  Union,  are  enact- 
ed :  "  The  legislatures  of  these  districts  or  new 
States  shall  never  Interfere  with  the  primary 
diaposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  m 
Congress  assembled,  nor  with  any  regulatHKU 
Congress  may  find  necessary  for  seooring  the 
title  in  sooh  1011  by  the  bMia  fide  pnnuiaBer. 
Ko  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  the  land,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States."  *'  The  navixaUe 
waters  leadiw  into  the  Misnssippi  ana  8L 
Lawrence,  and  Uie  carrying  plaoes  between  the 
same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  terri- 
tories as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stat^ 
and  those  of  any  other  States  that  m&y  be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax, 
impost,  or  duty  therefor."  Bj  this  article  of 
the  ordinance,  Congress  violated  the  compact 
with  Viimnia.  The  c<mditions  ccntwoca  in 
Hie  act  of  l2ie  legislature  and  deed  of  oesuon, 
are  entirely  din^^arded;  and  new,  contra- 
dictory conditdona  impost  upon  the  people  of 
the  territoiT.  Sir,  Congress  nad  no  power  to 
chaage  or  uter  these  conditions,  not  even  with 
the  consent  of  Virginia;  because  they  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  were  to 
become  citizens  of  these  new  States.  Those 
who  had  purchased  land  from  the  United  States, 
and  settled  there  under  this  compact,  and  for 
whose  Qovernment  this  ordinance  was  intend- 
ed, liad  a  vested  right  in  those  oonditions; 
which  could  not  be  divested  by  one  or  both  of 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact.  Therefore, 
that  portion  of  the  ordinance  was  wholly  void 
and  inoperative,  which  changed  the  conditions 
ctf  odmisrion. 

ESr,  I  have  already  shown,  that  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  at  the  close  of  tiie  war,  became 
sovereign  and  independent ;  and,  in  virtue  of 
their  sovereignty,  were  entitied  to  all  the  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  their  limits. 
I  have  shown  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Old  Congress :  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  It  follows,  then,  as  a  necessary 
conclusion,  that  some  of  the  rights  of  sover- 
eignty to  which  the  old  States  were  entitied, 
the  new  States  have  been  deprived  of,  by  ex- 
tending their  restricted  conditions  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  to  their  admis^on. 

All  tiie  writers  on  pnblio  law,  the  ablest 
Jurists  of  ancient  and  modem  times,  agree  Uiot 
sovereignty  is  necessarily  and  inseparably  con- 
nected wiUi  the  territory  and  right  of  soil  over 
which  it  is  exercised.  So  essential  is  this  right, 
that  sovereign^  cannot  exist  without  it— Vat- 
tel,160 — 112 — 89.  By  the  conditions  on  which 
the  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of^  or  in  any  manner  interfering  with 
the  disposition  of  the  public  land,  or  any  regu- 
lations that  Congress  may  choose  to  moke  for 
scouring  to  the  purchasers  any  titie  it  might 
•   ehoose  to  grant;  they  have  been  derived  of 
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taxing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
for  an^  length  of  time  they  may  choose  to  with- 
hold it  fVom  sale;  they  have  been  deprived, 
forever,  of  the  right  of  collecting  tolls  upon 
their  own  navigable  waters,  although  they  may 
improve  their  navigation  at  their  own  expense ; 
and  of  the  right  of  charging  tolls  for  turnpike 
roads,  wMuh  they  may  make  between  those 
waters.  Under  these  oinmmatanoei,  on  any 
one  say  that  tiie  new  State*  have  the  aame 
rights  of  soverei^ty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence as  the  old  t 

Sir,  the  creation  of  a  sovereign  State  over 
this  territory  with  the  consent  of  Congress, 
was  of  itself  a  transfer  of  the  whole  title  to  the 
land,  and  right  of  dom^n  of  the  United  States 
to  the  new  States.  If  it  would  not  have  had 
that  effect,  why  annex  these  restrictions  upon 
their  sovereigntj  to  the  acts  of  admisuont 
The  very  necessity  which  induced  the  United 
States  to  pass  the  ordinance  of  1767,  and  the 
subsequent  acts  extending  its  oonditions  to 
other  States  admitted  into  the  Union,  proves 
that,  witiwut  these  resMctiona,  the  new  States 
would  have  been  entitied  to  all  the  land  witidn 
their  limits,  and  all  other  rights  of  eminent  do- 
main. I  have  shown  that  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  was  &  vitiation  of  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia. I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the 
ordinance  was  repealed  and  superseded  b^  that 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  even  if  it  had 
been  consistent  with  the  compact  witii  Virginia, 
and  valid  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Before  any  of  these  new  States  were  organ- 
ized, or  admitted  into  the  Union,  a  new  era  in 
the  political  history  of  the  United  States  oc- 
curred. The  articles  of  confederation  were 
found  to  be  wholly  incompetent  to  the 
naticoid  purposes  for  whidi  they  were  desini- 
ed ;  and  it  became  necessary  to  new  model  the 
General  and  State  Qovemmenta.  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  formed  in  1787, 
and  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of  States 
in  1788.  By  tiiis  constitation,  the  States  con- 
ferred upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stetes  ail  the  national,  and  as  much  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty,  as  they  deemed  necessary 
fur  the  great  purposes  of  foreign  intercourse 
and  national  defence.  The  residue  of  the  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty  was,  by  the  10th  article  of 
the  amendments  to  the  c<Hutitution,  reserved 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  The  States 
fearing  what  might  be,  and  now  is,  called  a  lib- 
eral constmotion  of  the  new  constitntioii,  might, 
by  the  influuioo  of  implication,  result  in  a  con- 
solidated, instead  of  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment, stq^geated  and  carried  this,  among  other 
amendments.  By  this  amendment,  it  ia  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  "  The  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  by  this  constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Sutes,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 
This  provision  plainly  fixes  the  boundaries  of 
national  and  State  power :  where  one  ends  the 
other  begins;  and  when  t^on  in  connection 
with  the  powers  granted  to  the  United  States, 
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and  those  prohibited  to  the  States,  famishes 
an  unerring  rule  of  construction  of  the  whole 
inBtroment ;  which,  if  adhered  to,  will  forever 
keep  the  Federal  and  State  Goveniments 
within  their  proper  orbits ;  and  the  exercise  of 
power  by  either,  within  its  le^timate  channels. 
It  is  imposabte  to  avoid  error  of  construction 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
garded (as  it  most  frequently  is,  by  American 
atatesmen)  as  fhn^ing  the  whole  ftmdamen- 
tal  law  goreroiDg  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Gorenunent.  The  constitutions  of  the  several 
States  forms  as  much  a  part  of  the  great  code 
of  constitntiraial  law,  as  the  Oonstitatlon  of  the 
United  States.  Tlie  latter  is  but  an  emanation 
of  the  former,  and  depends  essentially  for  the 
character,  extent,  and  exercise  of  its  powers, 
upon  a  correct  understanding  of  the  powers  re- 
served to  the  States.  The  States  intended  to 
grant  no  power  to  the  United  States,  that  they 
coidd  exercise,  separately,  themselves.  The 
creation  of  this  Oovemment  was  the  result  of 
necessity,  and  not  of  choice.  There  was  no 
municipal  power  that  the  Statea  could  not  ex- 
noise  ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  neoessary  to 
wafa  vpoa  the  United  States  any  such  poww, 
excent  bo  ftr  as  it  became  absolntely  necesMiy 
fbr  the  exercise  of  national  power.  If  this  view 
of  the  subject  be  correct,  we  must  agree  that  the 
United  States  have  no  power  to  hold  land  in 
any  of  the  States,  to  restrain  the  States  from 
taxing  the  laud,  from  controlling  the  navigable 
waters  and  public  highways  within  their  juris- 
dictions, unless  such  power  is  expressly  granted 
by  the  constitution.  The  only  grant  of  power 
upon  tills  subject,  Is  to  be  found  in  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  powers  of  Congress,  in  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  t^e  Ist  article,  in  tiiese  words :  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  exexotse  exdnsive 
^islation,  in  all  cases  whatBoeverf  over  snch 
district,  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  aqnare,)  as 
may,  by  cession  of  partionhu-  States,  and  the 
acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of 
Government  of  tiie  United  States;  and  to  exer- 
cise like  autiiority  over  all  places  purchased  by 
consent  of  the  L^^slature  of  the  State  in  which 
the  same  shall  ha.  for  the  erection  of  forts, 
magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
neMful  buildines."  So  much  municipal  sov- 
ereignty over  the  soil  within  the  States,  and 
no  more,  was  deemed  necessary  for  national 
purposes ;  and  thus  far,  it  has  been  found  am- 
ply BtifBcient  The  power  to  parchase  land  for 
the  erection  of  "  other  needlu  buildings,"  than 
those  specified,  authorizes  the  purchase  of  land 
for  navy  yards,  custom  houses,  conrt  houses, 
Jails,  &0.  Here,  the  whole  power  of  Congress 
to  hold  land  wiuiin  a  State  of  the  Union,  or  to 
make  compacta  with  a  State  for  land,  ends ; 
and  here,  also,  terminates  the  exdunve  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  over  land  within  the 
States;  unless  these  powers  can  be  derived 
from  the  power  granted  to  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  faito  the  Union.  That  is  a  simple 
and  unconditional  gnmt,  in  these  words: 
"New  States  nu^-  be  admitted  by  the  C<hi- 
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gress,  into  the  Union."  In  the  same  section^ 
Oongresa  is  restrained  from  erecting  a  new 
State  witiiin  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State, 
or  fonning  a  State  by  the  junction  of  two  or 
more  States,  without  the^consent  of  the  hegis- 
latures  of  the  State  concerned,  as  well  as  Con- 
gress. If  the  constitution  is  to  be  confined  in 
its  o^ration  to  its  plain  and  obvious  meaning ; 
if  to  infer  powers  not  granted,  would  be  an  u- 
legal  aooretiw  of  power  to  the  Utdted  Katea, 
and  an  encroachment  upon  the  reserved  rigiita 
and  mniuoipal  sovereignty  of  the  Statea;  uien 
Congress  have  no  right  to  annex  any  condition 
whatever  to  the  athnission  of  the  new  Stiutea 
into  the  Union,  and  such  conditions  are  nncon- 
stitntional  and  void. 

Sir,  suppose  it  were  within  the  competency 
of  Congrass  and  the  States  to  enter  into  com- 
pacts, could  they  enter  into  such  as  would 
abridge  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  con- 
fer upon  the  United  States  the  sovereignty  thus 
surrendered  ?  Yattel,  in  discussing  this  ques- 
tion, as  between  nations,  says:  *'A  natirai 
ought  to  preserve  itself  it  onght  to  preserre  all 
its  members,  it  cannot  abandon  them ;  and  it 
ia  under  an  oigagemeut  to  sapptnt  them  in 
their  rank  as  nmnbers  of  the  nation.  It  haa 
not  a  right,  then,  to  traffio  with  their  rank  and 
liberty,  on  acoonnt  of  any  advantage  it  may 
expect  to  derive  from  snch  a  n^otiation.  They 
have  Joined  the  society  for  the  purpose  of  being 
members  of  it ;  they  submit  to  the  anthority  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  in  con- 
cert, their  common  welfare  and  safety,  and  not 
of  being  at  its  disposal,  like  a  farm,  or  a  herd 
of  cattle."— Pa^  118.  Again,  194,  he  says: 
"A  treaty  pernicious  to  the  State,  is  null,  and 
not  at  all  obligatory,  as  no  conductor  of  a  na- 
tion has  the  powra-  to  enter  into  enoagementa 
to  do  snch  things  as  are  capable  of  aeatroying 
the  State,  fiv  whose  saftty  the  Government  ia 
entrusted  to  him.  The  nation  being  necea- 
sarily  obliged  to  perform  every  thing  reqaired 
for  its  preservation  and  safety,  cannot  enter 
into  engagements  contrary  to  its  indispensable 
obligations.  In  the  year  1606,  the  Sti^  Gen- 
eral of  the  kingdom  of  France  assembled  at 
Tours,  engaged  Louis  XII.  to  break  the  treaty 
he  had  concluded  with  the  emperor  Maximiliaa 
and  the  archduke  Philip,  his  son,  because  that 
treaty  was  pernicious  to  the  kingdom.  T^ey 
also  decided  that  neither  the  treaty  nor  the 
oath  tiiat  had  accompanied  it,  could  be  binding 
on  the  king,  who  had  no  right  to  alienate  the 
property  of  the  crown."  Hirii  and  re^ie<:^aUe 
as  tills  authority  is,  I  win  cdl  the  attention  €^ 
the  Senate  to  one  still  higher,  the  oblicationa 
of  which  operate  directiy  upon  our  legislative 
power;  it  is  the  constitution  itself.  By  the 
10th  section  of  the  firat  article  of  which,  the 
States  are  expressly  prohiUted  from  entering 
"into  any  treaty,  ainanoe,  or  confederation," 
whatever.  Sveiy  cranpact  between  sovereign 
States  is  a  treaty.  "A  treaty,  in  Latin,.^iM, 
is  a  compact  made  with  a  view  to  the  public 
welDire,  by  the  aDperkH*  power,  either  for  per- 
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petoitjr  or  for  a  oonriderable  time." — ^Vattel, 
19S.  >*Aj8  a  State  that  has  pat  herself  under 
the  protection  of  another,  has  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, forfeited  her  character  of  aovereignty, 
she  miake  treaties  and  contract  allianoes,  noless 
she  has  in  tiie  treaty  of  protectiw  expresslj 
raunmoed  that  riAt.  But  she  continues  for- 
ever after  boand  by  this  treaty  of  proteotioOf 
80  that  she  cannot  enter  into  any  engagemeats 
oontrary  to  U." 

Sir,  a  jost  application  of  tikeee  i»inoiples  of 
the  law  of  nations,  taken  in  oonneetion  with 
the  pnAibition  in  tiie  States  to  enter  into  "  any 
treafy,"  proves  that  tiie  States  of  this  TTnioa 
have  no  power  to  enter  into  any  compact  with 
the  United  States,  and  mnoh  less  with  Con* 
gress,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  except  those 
enumerated  in  the  constitution.  By  the  law  of 
nations,  jost  referred  to,  it  impears  that  a  State, 
binding  herself  by  a  treaty  of  protection  not  to 
enter  mto  treaties  or  alfianoes,  is  forever  pre- 
duded  from  tbat  right  The  States  of  tUs 
Union  have  bound  themselves  by  «  much  more 
aaored  and  obligatory  instrameot,  not  to  "  en- 
ter  into  any  treaty,  dliance,  or  ixmfMeratlon.'* 
Surely,  then,  they  have  no  power  to  enter  into 
compacts  to  abridge  their  sovereignty.  If  the 
eonstitntion  prohibits  the  States  from  making 
mu^  treaties  with  the  United  States,  it  is 
equally  prohibitory  on  the  United  States  to 
eater  into  such  treaties  or  compacts  with  the 
States.  If  the  United  States  can  enter  into 
treaties  or  oompaota  with  the  new  States  for 
the  acqubition  of  sovereignty,  land,  or  money, 
not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  she  may  do 
the  same  with  the  old  States,  and  thereby 
duu^  amend,  or  destroy  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land  by  oompaots  with  the  States.  These 
compairte^  if  valid  at  all,  are  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  aa  obligatory  on  aQ  the  people 
of  the  United  States  as  the  constitnti<Hi  itself. 
The  States  cannot,  by  any  act  of  theirs^  release 
themselves  from  their  <^>eratioD,  they  can  pass 
no  law  vidating  them,  nor  can  OoDgress.  But, 
by  ihe  concurring  consent  of  both  parties,  like 
a&  other  oontracta,  they  may  be  cancelled. 
"Hiua,  then,  the  cwstitutional  law  may  be 
changed,  b^  the  simple  operatioii  of  nuldng 
and  caucellmff  a  oontraot. 

Sir,  it  has  heen  said  that  these  lands  ought 
to  belong  to  the  oild  States,  because  they  all 
oontributed  in  conquering  them  from  Great 
Britain,  or  oontiibated  oUierwiae  to  their  ao- 
qnidtifm;  that  the  aoqniritiim  the  crown 
lands  was  one  of  the  iirauoements  to  the  revo> 
Intion;  that  they  have  been  i^edsed  fiv  the 
pigment  of  the  puUio  debt;  and,  therefwe, 
the  United  States  cannot,  in  Justice  to  them- 
selves, and  good  fl^tii  to  their  creditors,  relin- 

2i^h  them  to  the  new  States.  It  has  been 
tkown  that  the  sucoesrfnl  issne  of  the  revolu- 
tion did  not  confer  upon  the  United  States,  as  a 
Government,  the  crown  lands  in  the  respective 
States,  but  that  the  States  in  which  they  lay, 
in  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  sncoeeded  to  ail 
the  previous  rights  of  the  crown.   Such  has 


been  the  opinions  of  the  old  Congress,  of  the 
Congress  under  the  present  oonstitation,  and 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  crown  lands  bad,  it  is  true,  some  iofluencd 
in  producing  the  revolution,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  but  it  was 
an  influence  wholly  advene  to  the  arguments 
urged  against  ^lis  measure.  The  complidut  in 
the  Deolarati<m  (tf  Independence  agamst  the 
king,  on  this  subject,  is  in  these  words;  "  He 
has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  ai 
these  States ;  for  thiit  purpose  obstructing  the 
laws  for  the  naturatization  of  foreigners;  re-- 
fosing  to  pass  others  to  enoonrage  emigrati<Hi 
hither,  and  rdsing  the  ctmditions  of  new  iq»- 
propriations  of  lands." 

Sir,  the  opponents  of  this  biQ  are  welcome 
to  the  full  benefits  of  these  complaints  against 
the  king  of  Great  Brtiain,  and  their  Just  appli- 
cation to  the  existing  state  of  things  here. 
These  very  complaints  may  now  be  Justiy 
urged  by  the  new  States  against  the  United 
St^^es.  Is  tha«  not,  now,  an  attempt  making 
to  disoonrage  or  prevent  emigration  to  the  new 
States,  by  reftising  to  pass  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose I  And,  if  not,  by  rusing  the  c<HLditions 
of  new  ^ypropriations  of  lands,  the  same  efiEbct 
is  intended  to  he  produced,  by  reftising  to  re- 
duce the  price  to  their  real  value.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  at  the  present  sesnon 
of  Congress,  has  entered  into  a  learned  and 
labored  argument,  to  show  that  the  price  of 
the  publio  lands  ought  not  to  be  reduced,  be- 
oanse  it  would  f^ve  too  much  encouragement 
to  emigration  from  the  old  to  the  new  States, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  great  manufacturers 
from  obtaining  the  labor  of  the  poor  class  of 
society  at  a  ebeap  rate.  He  admits  that  the 
population  may  be  more  rapidly  increased  by 
racouragement  to  .  emigration  and  agricultural 
pursuits;  and  he  might  have  admitted,  also^ 
that  the  sum  of  human  hapj^ess,  and  the 

niervation  of  republican  prindples  and  our 
institution^  would  be  better  and  more  cer- 
tainly promoted  by  the  same  means.  But  the 
amount  of  his  argument  is,  that  it  is  better  to 
increase  capital  in  the  hands  of  manufacturers, 
by  oompelling  the  poor  to  labor  for  them,  tiiian 
to  permit  the  poor  to  become  landholders  at  a 
cheu>  rate,  and  pursue  agriculture;  although 
population  would  oe  thereby  increased,  and  oae 
true  prind[^es  of  Government  be  best  preserved. 

Sir,  is  not  this  a  direct  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  thronffh 
his  Seor^ary,  to  prevent  emigration  to  the 
new  States?  Is  it  not  the  direct  oppodtion  d 
the  S^ecutive  department  of  the  Government 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill  f  It  has  been 
before  the  Smate  for  several  preceding  sessions ; 
if  it  passes,  its  effect  will  be  to  encourage  the 
emigration  of  the  poor  class  of  society  to  the 
new  States,  where  they  may  become  landhold- 
ers at  a  cheap  rate,  and  rear  their  families  hi 
freedom  and  independence.  The  policy  of  the 
Prendent  and  Secretary  la,  to  deprive  the  poor 
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of  thew  great  benefits;  to  force  fhem  Into  the 
aerriee  of  the  wealthy  manufacturer ;  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible^  the  population  of  the 
HOT  Btates,  and  diminish  their  political  im- 
portance in  the  Bcale  of  the  Union.  Have  not 
the  new  States  good  cause  to  make  the  same 
complaint,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
afpiinst  the  United  States,  that  the  colonies 
did  agiunst  the  king  of  Great  Briton  ?  But, 
rir,  thia  attempt  to  arrest  emigration  to  the 
West  is  Tain  and  useless ;  the  tide  of  emigra- 
Hon  vill  roll  on,  in  despite  of  legislation  here, 
or  opinions  expressed  elsewhere.  Bo  long  as 
men  are  free,  the7  will  pursue  tbdr  interest 
and  happiness  soomding  to  tha  dietates  of  their 
own  Judgments.  So  long  as  the  lands  are  poor 
and  anprodnetiTe,  and  wricultural  products  at 
their  present  depressed  prices  on  this  ride 
of  the  Alleghany,  the  poor  will — nay,  they 
must — seek,  on  the  other,  tkiher  and  more  fer- 
tile laud,  even  if  they  are  deaUned  to  be  tenants 
there.  It  is  better  to  be  a  tenant  on  rich  land 
than  a  landlord  on  pow;  it  is  better  to  be  a 
free  man  in  the  West,  than  a  slave  to  a  mnn- 
factorer  in  the  East 

The  gentleman  from  Uissonri  (Ur.  Babton) 
say^  the  effect  of  the  graduating  principle  of 
the  bill  will  produce  a  r^d  depreciatfm  in 
the  ptioe  of  uie  public  land,  and  a  mMHnwly 
in  t£e  bands  of  ^>eeuIator8.  The  propositioa 
In  the  bill  is  to  fix  the  price  of  the  land  acoord- 
ing  to  its  quality.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this 
proposition  dangerous  to  tiie  interests  of  the 
TJnited  States,  or  mijustly  fovorable  to  the  pur- 
chaser f  There  are  milHons  of  acres  of  land 
that  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  pubUo  ano 
tion,  and  wonld  not  sell  at  the  minimum  price, 
that  have  remained  unsold,  some  for  more  than 
twenij  years,  although  it  has  been  sul^ect  to 
entry,  by  any  one  ohoofflng  to  apply  for  it,  at 
two  dollars  an  acre,  until  1831,  and  since  that 
tbne  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  Is 
not  tUa  snffioient  to  prove  uiat  such  land  is 
not  wwtii  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre  ?  If 
It  fa  not  worth  a  doDar  a  qoarter,  fa  it 
wmiff,  fa  it  dmng  injustice,  to  sell  it  fbt  lent 

land  that  has  been  in  the  market  fiv  twenty 
years,  had  been  sold  at  first  at  sixfy-two  and  a 
half  cents  an  acre,  it  wonld  have  produced 
twenty-five  per  cent  more  to  the  Treasury  than 
it  would  now  yield  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter. 
Oalonlating  the  simple  interest  on  the  amount 
at  six  per  cent,  it  doubles  itself  every  nxteen 
years.  Gentlemen  say  that  these  lands  are 
j^edged  fi>r  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
The  debt  Is  more  than  doubled  by  the  interest, 
since  a  great  deal  of  this  land  has  been  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  doubled  again  before  it 
will  sell  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  Is 
thfa  ajndidons  system  of  finance  and  ecommiy? 
Is  this  the  w^  to  pay  the  public  debt!  I 
cannot  pere^TO  how  seDing  Imd.  for  its  valoe 
will  produce  a  r^d  depredation  In  its  price. 
But  if  this  effect  could  be  produced  by  the 
passage  of  the  bilL  it  seems  to  me  impossible 
that  the  lands  could  be  the  snl^eet  of  profitable 


speculation.  Suppose  indl^nate  wero  to  pnr- 
cnase  up  large  quantities  of  these  lands  in  the 
expectation  of  making  a  profit  npon  them.  H 
rimilar  lands  continued  to  depreciate  in  the 
hfUDds  of  the  €K>Temment,  would  not  those  in 
tiie  hands  of  the  niecolator  depredate  intb* 
same  raUo!  The  longer  the  Enecnlntor  held 
the  land,  the  greater  must  be  nis  loss,  if  the 
Government  lands  continue  to  decline  nnder 
this  system.  Therefore,  there  can  be  no  poa- 
sible  danger  to  the  interasta  of  the  Umted 
States  in  that  quarter. 

Sbr.  the  friends  of  the  present  land  s,^tem 
are  the  last  that  oneht  to  say  any  thing  about 
speonlatioQ.  Who  is  the  gr^  land  qieoolator 
in  thu  eonntryl  Hie  United  Statea  fa  <ho 
greatest  that  ever  was  in  this  or  any  otiier 
country.  She  obtained  from  Yir^nia  aU  her 
waste  and  un^tpre^dated  lands  ninthweet  of 
the  Ohio  River,  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  seU 
them  for  tlie  common  benefit  of  all  the  Statea, 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  discharge  of 
tiieir  war  debts.  This  was  expected  to  be  done 
^>eedily,  and  sovereign,  free,  and  ind^»endent 
States,  erected  over  the  territory  ceded,  as 
soon  as  there  should  be  sofilident  population. 
All  these  pledges  have  been  dimgarded ;  the 
public  debt  haa  not  be«i  dtschaiged  lUa 
nmd ;  the  States  ereiUed  tbwe  have  been 
privedofthdrsoverdgnty;  and  nowthelanda 
are  to  be  held  up  for  high  prices,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  these  new  States.  These  landa 
have  already  produced  to  the  Treasury  upwaida 
of  twenty-two  milHons  of  dollars,  and  very 
lat^  bodies  of  them  remain  unsold.  In  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  the  United  States 
purchased  from  Georgia  all  the  country  now 
forming  the  States  of  If isdssippi  and  AhJ>ama, 
which  liad  previously  been  the  sulject  ot  the 
most  fraudulent  system  of  l^slative  epecola- 
tion.  They  odd  nothing  for  it,  but  promised 
payment  to  Georgia  out  of  the  jMOoeeos  the 
sales ;  compromiwd  with  tbe  Yasoo  coanpany 

specalat(H«,  prmnidDg  payment  in  0»  aame 
winr.  Th^issned  stoofc  to  the  aawrait  o€  dx 
nduiaw  two  hundred  and  fifty  iiionsattd  del- 
Itfs,  eaOed  Uiadssippi  stodc,  delivered  it  in 
payment,  and  made  this  stock  receivable  in 
payment  for  tiie  lands  when  sold ;  thus  creating 
an  immense  artificial  fhnd,  not  based  upon  the 
spede  capital  of  tiie  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  ensuring  high  prices  for  uie  lands,  and  en- 
riching the  treasury  at  the  expense  of  the  dti> 
sens.  The  result  was  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. This  Hisdssippt  sto&  was  thrown  into 
the  market,  end  at  the  sales  of  these  lands  was 
worth  Just  as  much  as  the  hard  dollars  of  the 
planters.  The  lands  sold  fbr  unheard  prices; 
the  dtizens  were  many  of  them  ruined  by  their 
pnrehases:  their  moaef  redeemed  tlds  stodc, 
and  the  United  States  pocketed  a  dear  profit 
of  upwards  of  dght  millions  of  d<Aars  b^  tha 
sde  of  mnoh  lees  than  hdf  the  lands,  wiuoot 
the  advance  of  a  dollar  of  the  purdtase  money. 
And  not  content  with  wboleede  and  retdl 
apeonlatiwi,  they  faid  ont  towns  nhere  nature 
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never  deigned  towns  should  be,  puffed  them 
by  their  Bgeota,  and  aetoally  descended  to 
peddling  in  the  lots. 

And  nov  we  are  told  that  it  is  dangerous 
and  immoral  to  encourage  a  system  of  speonla- 
tion  among  onr  citizens.  Bir,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment gives  such  examples  of  successful 
Kteco^ations  to  its  citizens,  they  will  not  be-- 
wive  tbat  U  la  dcnwrali^ng  to  qteonlato  In 
land,  ud  tb^  will  firflow  this  illumoiu  exam- 
ple. If  tihis  mtem  (tf  land  Jobbing  and  qieoa- 
latioa  is  penuooas  to  sooie^t  let  uie  Qonm.- 
ment  ab«idon  it,  and  set  on  esamide  of  moder- 
ation, of  Justice,  and  fair  dealing,  by  restoring 
to  tlM  new  States  their  violated  Bovweig&ty. 
Tha  territorial  Govenmients,  within  whi(£  the 
constitution  anthorizes  the  legislative  action  of 
Congress,  affords  an  ample  field  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  land  system,  withont  extending  it  to 
tiie  States.  And  there  this  graduating  plan 
will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  The  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbhtoit)  read,  in  his 
place,  this  morning,  a  statement  showing  the 
benefloial  eflfeota  of  a  system  Uke  this  m  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  There  it  prodnoed  large 
■onu  <rf  money  to  the  treasury,  and  no  speoola- 
tion  among  the  dtizens.  Ncne  of  the  evib  so 
mnoh  deprecated  by  the  gentleman  from  Uis- 
Boari  (Mr.  Babton)  resulted  from  tiie  opera- 
tion of  this  system  in  Tennessee.  We  may, 
therefore,  fUrly  condnde  they  will  not  happen 
to  the  United  States,  if  we  adopt  the  same  sys- 
tem. Another  proportion  centred  in  this 
UU  will  effect  partiaUy  what  the  amendmuit 
proposes.  After  this  system  of  graduating  the 
prices  shall  have  exhausted  itsdf,  by  dispoaiag 
of  all  land  worth  ^twenty-five  cents  and  up- 
wards per  acre,  the  residue  is  to  be  snbjeot  to 
donations  for  one  year  to  actoal  settlers,  and 
whatever  may  be  left  after  this  operation  is  to 
be  oeded  in  nil  property  to  the  States.  Shcmld 
the  amendment  be  r^ected,  the  operation  of 
the  biU  would,  within  some  reasonable  time, 
rive  to  the  States  complete  jurisdiction  over 
ttko  lands  within  their  limits.  Admitting,  for 
sake  of  argament  that  the  United  States  have 
the  right  to  hold  these  States  as  vassals  and 
feudatories,  woold  it  be  good  policy,  wonid  it 
be  generous,  would  it  be  consistent  with  onr 
scheme  of  Government  to  do  it  f  Yon  deprive 
them  of  many  of  the  essential  attributes  of 
sovereignty,  control  the  internal  police  and 
economy  of  a  Government  called  free  and  inde- 
pendent. Tli^  ore  deprived  of  the  right  of 
retaliating  the  setdunent  and  improvement  of 
the  eoanU7,  In  that  mode  which  might  be  best 
oaknloted  to  promote  th«r  happiness  and 
praqmity.  Thw  are  deprived  of  th»  revenue 
derivable  fkvm  mo  soil,  the  most  owtsin  and 
avidlable  source  of  revenue  in  any  ooontry. 
They  are  sul^ect  to  the  operation  <n  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  upon  sabjects  purely 
mumcipal,  which  do  not  operate  in  the  old 
States,  and  which  they  have  a  right  to  pass  for 
themselves,  or  not,  according  to  their  sovereign 
will  and  pleasure.  A  m^ority  of  Oongrese 


represent  the  old  States,  and  are,  of  oootse^ 
wholly  irre^nsible  to  the  citizens  of  the  new, 
for  any  laws  they  may  choose  to  pass  on  these 
subjects.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  peculiar 
wants  and  wishes  of  uae  people  they  are  legis- 
lating for;  and  when  those  who  represent 
those  people  bring  their  petitions  and  wants 
before  Congress,  their  statements  and  represen- 
tations of  the  ootoal  etrnditton  of  things,  are 
often,  to  th^  great  mattifioati<»,  leomved 
here  "with  grains  of  allowance.''  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  the  dlaeretiMuur 
power  of  bringing  as  mnoh  or  as  little  of  the 
public  land  mto  market,  annually,  as  ho 
chooses.  In  the  exordse  of  this  power,  ha 
may  give  a  m^fwoKse  to  the  settlement  and 
popoiation  of  one  State  over  another ;  or  he 
may  restrain  the  settlements  entirely,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  policy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  men- 
tion these  as  ocHnploints  against  the  Executive^ 
bat  agmnst  the  operation  of  such  principles^ 
because  the  same  resnlt  might  take  puce  by  the 
exercise  of  the  same  power  by  a  m^ority  of 
Oongress,  and  the  people  interested  be  eqaally 
without  remedy. 

Sir,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  I  hare  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  rqvesent^  taking  Into  con- 
sideration these  grievaiHsea,  addreSaed  to  the 
present  Congress  a  respectful  memorial,  pro- 
posing to  pondiose  all  the  lands  within  her 
limits,  that  she  might  thereby  acquire  full 
sover^gnty  within  her  jurisdiction.  This  me- 
morial I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
Senate,  and  upon  which  a  committee  was  raised. 
A  m^ority  of  that  committee  de<nded  against 
selling  the  lands  to  Alabama,  preferring  tbe 
present  so  much  eulogized  system.  If  the  Unit- 
ed States  refbse  to  (^ve  or  sell  to  us  what  we 
brieve  we  are  oonstatationalb-  mtitled  to,  wo 
ootainly  have  good  cause  of  omnidainti  ml 
will  cnmnno  to  ewnplain  nntU  we  obtdn  our 


THiTBfliDJLT,  March  27. 
7%e  lata  General  Brown, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HjutmsoN,  the  bill  fw  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Brown,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Brown,  wa«  taken  up. 

Mr.  Harrison  observed,  that,  having  asoer> 
tiUncd,  shortiy  after  the  death  of  Gen.  Brown, 
that  be  had  left  his  fiunily  in  a  most  distressed 
situation,  dependent  entirely  upon  connections 
who  were  uly  aUe  to  sni^rt  them,  he  had 
introdnoed,  upon  motion  of  leave,  tiie  Ull 
which  was  then  befSore  the  Senate.  I  did 
Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  under  the  convic- 
tion that  it  neither  comported  with  the  honor 
or  the  interest  of  the  nation,  to  suffer  the  fam- 

Sof  a  man  to  whom  it  was  so  greatly  indebt* 
for  its  miUtary  renown,  to  retire  from  tbe 
scot  of  Government,  at  the  moment,  too,  when 
the  J.c<^islature  were  in  session,  without  the 
means  of  a  decent  support.  I  hold  In  my 
hand,  nr,  a  statement,  dnwn      by  the  ad- 
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ministrator  of  lihe  deoeoeed  Oeneral,  containing 
a  particnlar  acoonnt  of  the  situation  of  his 
affiiire.  It  is  &t  the  Berrice  of  anj  Senator  who 
may  wish  to  perose  it.  Without  entering  into 
partaculara,  I  think  it  necessaiy  to  state,  gen- 
erally, that  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  Qen. 
&own  was  possesBed  of  veiy  oon^derable 
landed  estates  m  Ow  western  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  that  he  was  oondderablj- 
indebted  hi  part  fbr  the  purchase  of  these  lands. 
He  believed  that,  bat  for  the  omel  disease 
iinder  which  he  so  long  lingered,  he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  extricate  himself  from 
his  debts,  and  preserve  s  competent  provision 
for  bis  fbniilj.  This  opinion  is  corroborated 
by  that  of  others  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  General  Brown's  circamstances.  Having 
little  hope  of  being  restored  to  such  a  state  of 
health  as  would  permit  hhn  to  devote  a  portion 
of  his  time  to  his  private  affairs,  Oen.  Brown 

Sve  np  hia  real  estate,  to  be  disposed  of  for 
i  benefit  of  his  actors.  A  part  of  it  stiU 
remains  in  that  sitnation,  bnt  oitirely  tn- 
snffioient  to  pi^  the  debts  for  which  it  is 
bonnd.  Another  part,  inclading  the  farm 
npou  which  he  formerly  resided,  has  been 
sold,  and  the  latter  parchased  by  his  son-in- 
law,  who  is  still  indebted  for  a  large  portion 
ot  the  purchase  money.  Besides  his  own  debts. 
General  Brown  was  bonnd  as  seoority  for  a 
connderable  debt  of  a  brother.  The  larger 
portion  of  this  has  been  discharged  by  him,  bnt 
a  balance  of  some  thoosuid  dollars  is  still  un- 
paid. I  now  offer  to  the  Senate,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
and  request  the  Secretary  to  read,  two  letters 
fivm  tiie  physicians  who  attended  General 
Brown,  in  his  ilhiess,  to  show  the  nature  of  his 
disease,  and  the  canse  to  which  it  is  to  be  at- 
tributed. [Hie  letters  here  read  were  from 
Doctor  LovelL  Burgeon  General  of  the  Army, 
and  Dr.  HeDderson,  of  this  dt?.  They  both 
ooncnr  in  the  opini<a  that  the  disease,  of  which 
the  General  died,  was  produced  by  the  sudden 
suspension  of  another,  contracted  in  the  army.] 
In  addition  to  this  testimony,  (said  Hr.  H.,)  I 
am  authorized,  by  a  ^^tleman  of  the  greatest 
respectability,  now  m  this  city,  (Governor 
Oass,)  to  say,  that,  in  the  year  181B,  General 
Brown  informed  him  that  he  derived  the 
disease  under  which  he  was  then  laboring, 
from  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  battle  of 
Ni^^a. 

It  will  be  seen,  (sud  Mr.  H.,)  that  the 
Surgeon  General  asserts,  that,  if  General  Brown 
had  lived,  and  retired  from  the  Army,  he  would 
hare  given  lUm  a  oertifleate  for  a  fuU  penrion, 
under  the  existing  laira  of  the  country.  There 
is,  however,  no  law  now  in  existence,  under 
tiie  proristons  of  which,  his  family  could  obtain 
relief ;  bat  I  rely  witii  confidence,  that  it  will 
not  be  withheld,  as  the  principle  upon  which 
h  can  be  supported,  stricUy  accords  with  those 
upon  which  the  Government  have  heretofore 
acted.  I  can  say  with  truth,  Mr.  President, 
(said  Mr.  H.,)  th^  I  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  who  would  introduce  into  this  coontry 


[Muck,  IffiflL 

that  system  <rf  sinecures  and  pensions  which 
has  produced  so  much  misery  in  anotbor 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  which,  more,  perh^ia, 
uian  any  other  cause,  obliges,  in  the  langnage 
of  our  great  countryman,  Hr.  Jefferson,  "  The 
European  laborer  to  go  eupperless  to  bed,  and 
moisten  his  bread  witii  the  sweat  of  his  turow.** 
There  is,  however,  no  dango*  of  this,  as  long 
as  our  free  institntiona  remain;  as  long  as  the 
other  branch  of  the  Lu^datore  ctHinBtB  of  tbe 
real  representatives  of  the  pe^le,  and  tlua 
the  reoresentatives  the  State  authoritieS| 
themselTes  furly  and  freely  choeen  by  their 
fellow-dtixens.  Public  opinion  will  always 
interpose  an  effectual  diedc  to  exorbitant  ex- 
peodtturea  of  the  common  treasury,  or  to  any 
which  is  not  strictly  compatible  with  ttM 
genius  of  Republican  Goveniment.  Our  pen- 
sion laws  exhibit  nothing  which  is  at  Tarianoe 
with  these  principles;  nothing  which  a  fr«e 
coDUtry  should  blush  to  own.  They  cont&in 
moderate  appropriations,  as  a  requital  for  dis- 
tinguidied  services  and  sufferings  ia  the  caoss 
of  uberty  and  the  people. 

As  yet,  nr,  public  o]^lon  for  in  adraoM 
of  the  Legislature  upon  subjects  of  this  kind. 
As  far  as  my  obs^T'ation  has  extended,  no  ap- 
propriation of  money,  for  anjr  object,  is  viewed 
wit^  such  decided  approbation,  by  the  Ameri- 
can people,  as  those  of  the  character  contem- 
plated by  the  present  bill.  Where  was  any 
measure  hailed  with  more  Joy  and  satisfactifHi 
throughout  the  whole  Unicm,  than  that  whioh 
provided  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  indi- 
gent soldiers  of  the  Bevolutionf  I  had  the 
honor,  about  the  same  period,  to  introduce  into 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislatare,  of  whidi 
I  was  then  a  member,  a  bill  to  extend  the  pen- 
BioDS  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  foil  in  the  late  war,  to  an  additunal 
period  of  five  years^  and  I  can  say,  with  tn^ 
that  no  act  of  my  political  life  ever  receiTed 
more  decided  approbation  from  my  constifi^ 
enta, 

Mr.  Grandxxb  said  that  he  was  fully  aware 
of  the  delicacy  of  the  ease,  and  the  dangor 
there  was  in  opposing  it.  He  was  willing  to 
do  justice  to  Mrs.  Brown,  but  he  thought  to 
pass  this  bill,  would  be  to  commence  a  penaon 
system  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Oiiio  had 
said  he  was  unfriendly.  How  many  woimded 
soldiers  were  there  under  Gen,  Brown,  for 
whom  no  provifdon  had  been  made!  This 
was,  he  conceived,  but  a  b^inning,  and  he 
was  avttse  to  going  into  any  p^inon  system 
whatever.  If  a  ram  of  money  wwe  neoessaiy 
for  the  rdief  this  lady,  he  had  rather  that 
it  should  be  paid  by  the  members  <^  Congrees 
themselves;  and,  uthough  not  very  able,  be 
would  contribute  his  proportion.  This  would 
be  his  own  charity ;  but  he  did  not  think  he 
was  authorized  to  take  the  money  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  and  tax  the  very  men,  and 
their  children,  who  had  contracted  the  same 
disease  in  the  same  service.  He  knew  it  was 
not  popular  to  <q>poBd  a  grant  for  a  femato; 
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bat  he  oonld  not,  oonsifltently  irldi  hit  own 

feelings,  vote  for  sach  a  mearare. 

Hr.  KoBLB  siud,  that  he  objected  to  Uie  bill. 
When  he  was  in  the  western  coontry,  he  heard 
the  epithet  military  chieftain  at  every  comer. 
"When  I  hear,  Baid  Mr.  N.,  the  philanthropy 
and  benevolence  of  the  country  called  into 
question,  where  shall  I  shelter  myself  from  the 
imputation  of  illiberality  i  Or  when  a  military 
chieftain  is  in  the  case,  shall  every  man  put 
liis  hand  on  his  month  and  go  home,  allowing 
the  military  fairer  which  now  ragea  to  oonsnme 
every  thing  ?  Are  wa  in  Boch  a  case  to  be 
trratod  wiu  facts  fcom  the  history  of  Athenst 
"Why,  I  will  ask,  what  became  of  Athens  ?  It 
became  a  ^mmny ;  and  bo  will  thia  Govern- 
ment tnm  cat,  when  once  the  constitution 
shall  have  been  aeorched,  as  it  will  b&  if  this 
military  plan  is  pursned.  General  Brown's 
success  did  not  form  a  debt.  If  that  was  all, 
the  yeomanry  of  the  country  had  equal  chums. 
Their  widows,  when  deprived  of  their  husbands, 
felt  as  much  as  the  wives  of  officers.  He  ob- 
jected to  making  distinctions.  All  ought  to  be 
treated  alike,  when  people  talked  of  economy, 
they  ought  to  begin  to  practice  it  here ;  and 
not  go  home  and  talk  about  it.  He  was  willing 
to  go  heart  in  hand  to  put  people,  when  tiiey 
were  ^sabled  in  tae  serrice,  on  the  pension 
list,  but  he  oould  not  agree  to  ameasnre  so 
partial  as  this  bill  proposed. 

The  qoestion  then  oeing  on  engrossing  the 
tnll  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Bebbien  aaiA  he  was.  called  upon  to 
record  his  vote  on  this  question,  and  desired  to 
state,  very  briefly,  the  reasons  which  would 
influence  it.  Whatever  m^  be  the  result  of 
this  discnsdon,  (said  Hr.  B.,)  all  will  agree, 
that  it  becomes  ns  to  conduct  it  in  a  spirit  of 
considerate  respect  for  the  sufferings  of  the 
afflicted  lady,  who  is  the  object  of  the  benevo- 
lent provisions  of  this  bill.  The  sorrows  of 
widowhood  and  of  orphanage  are  aaored.  I 
am  permaded  there  is  no  one  among  those  to 
whmn  I  address  myself,  especially  that  there  is 
no  one  who  has  permitteu  himself,  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  consider  the  really  destitute  condition 
of  the  famUy  of  General  Brown,  whose  feelings 
would  not  prompt  him  to  alleviate  their  suffer- 
ings. The  refiistd  of  any  member  of  this  House 
to  give  his  assent  to  this  bill,  will  arise,  I  am 
sure,  from  no  indisposition  to  relieve  them,  but 
from  a  distrust  of  the  power  to  do  so,  or  from 
a  belief  of  the  inezpedtenoy  of  establishing  the 
principle  which  it  proclaims.  It  becomes  us, 
then,  to  examine,  as  calmly  as  we  may,  both 
die  cl^m  which  is  made  upon  u&  and  our  own 
power  to  afford  the  relirf  which  la  acdieited, 

A  gallant  and  ^ffced  8(^dier,  who  often 
perUleid  li&  in  onr  defence,  and  wasted  health 
m  the  exposure  incident  to  protracted  war&re, 
has  been  recently  summoned  from  among  us, 
leaving  his  family  in  a  state  of  utter  and  hope- 
lees  destitution.  To  the  desolation  of  the 
heart,  which  belongs  to  widowhood  and  to 
orphanage,  are  too  surely  superadded,  in  their 


case,  tiie  horrors  of  instant  poverty — ^e  abrupt 
transition  from  comfort  to  want — it  may  b& 
the  exchange  of  the  greetings  of  respectfoi 
gratulatlon,  for  the  chuling  condolence  of  the 
world's  cold  charity — its  protective  kindness- 
its  supercilious  sympathy.  The  impulse  which 
prompts  to  the  relief  of  such  sorrows,  is  innate, 
instant,  irrepressible.  We  cannot  be  infiensible 
to  it,  even  in  the  cold  exercise  of  legislative 
power.  It  is  nature's  own  dictate,  and  it  vrill 
be  obeyed,  unless  oontrolled  by  the  imperious 
obligations  of  otmflioting  duty.  Do  these  ob- 
ligaacms  exist  here!  Hnst  the  warn,  hot 
often  ening  snnestions  of  the  heart,  be  re- 
strdned  and  silenced  by  the  calmer,  colder, 
but  more  enlightened  dictates  of  tiie  nndero 
standing  and  the  Judgment?  X  am  ready  to 
yield — ^it  may  be  a  reluctant,  but  certunly  an 
unanalified  obedience  to  the  latter — and  yet  I 
will  confess  it — it  is  due  to  truth  to  say  so — 
that  I  woold  not  snrrender,  without  a  struggle, 
the  oon^ction  which  I  feel,  that  the  vote  I  am 
disposed  to  give,  although  it  may  spring  from 
the  impulses  of  feeling,  nevertheleaB,  oon- 
eecrated  by  Judgment. 

£Ur,  I  had,  with  this  distingnished  soldier, 
no  intimacy  cf  acquaintance,  and  of  him  no 
particnlar  knowledge  beytma  that  which  la 
common  to  those  wnh  wnom  I  am  associated. 
The  story  of  his  life  was,  indeed,  familiar  to 
mfl;  for  it  illumines  the  page  of  our  national 
history ;  and  the  gloiT  which  he  had  carved 
out  for  himself,  with  ms  own  good  sword,  haa 
now  become  the  common  property  of  his  conn* 
trymen.  Bnt  there  Is  littie  need,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  invoke  the  feelings  which  belong  to 
the  mtimacy  of  fiiend^ip ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  deal  witik  thia  matter  as  coldly  as  gen- 
tlemen please — as  a  qneetion  at  power,  of 
Justice,  of  policy. 

The  moment  is  not  propitions,  sbr,  at  least, 
so  fur  as  I  am  concerned,  to  the  diBCDndm  <^  a 
questicm  of  mere  power— I  do  not  propose  it 
—bnt  I  woold  not  shrink  ftom  it  I  can  yield 
to  no  one,  in  the  dnoerity  of  my  dispodtion,  to 
confine  myself  within  the  limits  of  our  Federal 
charter;  to  iwaerTe  inviolable  and  untouched 
the  rights  wnieh  are  beyond  its  pale.  Bnt,  if 
there  De  a  power,  which,  more  emphaticaDy 
than  any  ouier,  is  ^ven  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  the  power  to  provide  for  the 
national  defence,  in  the  hour  of  danger.  It  ia 
given  generally,  and  in  detul — ftilly — freely — • 
absolutely. 

If  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be  dictated  by 
an  enlightened  policy,  and  condstent  with  a 
sound  discretion,  in  the  exertuse  of  this  power, 
the  qnestioa  of  onr  antiiority  to  do  what  la  pro- 
posed, is  at  an  «id  The  position  cannot  be 
maintained,  that  tiie  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  Is  ittvestM  with  tbe  war-mak- 
ing power,  is  limited,  in  the  remuneration  of 
military  service,  to  the  simple  fulfilment  of  its 
contract  with  the  soldier.  All  Governments, 
in  all  times,  have,  from  necessity,  exceeded 
this  limit.  Thia  Government  has  repeatedly 
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exceeded  it  It  babitnally  acts  upon  a  princi- 
ple, which  transcenda  it.  What  is  the  princi- 
ple of  jour  pension  law  ?  Your  contract  with 
these  soldiers,  you  say,  has  been  performed. 
On  a  recent  occasion,  you  have  solemnly  de~ 
cided  that  it  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter. 
"Whence  then  do  yon  derive  your  power  to 
make  them  objects  of  your  bounty?  That 
bounty  is  extended  to  the  wounded;  to  the 
mladTes  ot.  those  who  havo  &llen  in  battle ; 
of  those,  also,  who  have  died,  in  consequence 
of  wounds  received,  or  cosnalties  encountered 
in  yonr  service.  What  is  the  pervading  prin- 
<dple  of  these  acta  f  What  the  motive  to  their 
enactment  1  What  but  to  cherish  that  military 
udor,  which  leads  to  deeds  of  chivalry  in  the 
hour  of  coming  danger — to  nerve  the  arm  of 
the  soldier  when  he  strikes  for  his  country  t 
Look  to  the  case  of  Penelope  Denny,  sent  to 
us,  two  years  since,  from  the  other  House,  and 
paissed  without  a  dissentient  voice  in  this.  You 
^ve  to  the  mother  of  a  gunner,  who  had  died 
m  your  defence,  a  pension  for  five  years.  You 
havo  provided  by  law  Sor  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  die  1^  ac<udoDts  or 
oasoaltlea,  (I  use  the  words  of  the  law,)  ooonr- 
ring  in  your  service.  Gen.  Brown  was  as  em- 
nhancally  sacrificed  in  that  serrioe,  as  if  he 
bad  fallen  in  either  of  those  glorious  conflicts 
which  gave  lustre  to  his  name. 

Hr.  Haoon  Siud  the  pension  law  ought  to  be 
applied  equally  to  all — to  rich  and  poor.  At 
present,  there  was  a  system  of  fevoritism,  not 
nnlike  to  that  of  Great  Britiun,  which  was 
constantly  referred  to.  Every  season,  some 
new  cases  were  added  to  it.  He  knew  that 
the  feelings  were  always  easily  excited  in  favor 
of  the  defenders  of  our  country ;  and  he  wished 
that  ]»oTi^on  n^gfat  be  made  for  tlum  all,  so 
as  to  give  them  enough  to  eat  uid  drink,  and 
wbat  was  decent  to  wear.  This  be  thought 
the  right  system  to  eqnsUze  the  operation  of 
the  pension  law ;  and  he  most,  theraore,  vote 
against  this  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the 
UU ;  aira  it  was  decided  in  the  affinnsitive,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas.— Vessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ber- 
rien, Bouligny,  ChamberB,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
Hayne,  Johnston  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Lou., 
Kane,  Knfght,  VcLase,  Marks,  Bobbfns,  Rowan, 
Baggies,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  Md., 
Th^aa,  Willey,  Woodbury— 2S. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bnuich,  Chandler, 
Oobb,  Diekersoa.  ElUs,  Foot,  King,  Haom,  Noble, 
Fsnii^  Taaewell,  Tyler,  White, Willisuii  Ifli 
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Kenyon  OolUg« — Grant  of  Zand. 

The  bill  granting  a  township  of  land  for  the 
benefit  of  Kenyon  College,  m  the  State  of 
Ohio,  having  been  taken  up  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  providing  for  a  umilar  grant  for 


[Hugh.  USS* 

the  benefit  of  Waterville  and  Bowdoin  Col- 
leges, iu  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Ease  said,  that  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion had  been  retried  upon  the  petition  of 
the  Trustees  of  I^enyon  College,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution  of  the  L^islat^  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  unanimously  a£>pt&l  by  that  bo^, 
enforcing  the  application.  As  stroog  (said  Ur. 
E.)  as  was  the  daim  of  the  petitiono^  tlins 
re^ctably  recommended  to  a  bvoraUe  hen<- 
ing,  there  were  otiier  bLdueements  to  be  fbimd, 
in  the  droumstanoes  of  the  orij^  tii  tlus 
institution,  and  of  its  progress  to  Its  present 
interesting  attitude,  which  had  operated  mora 
powerfully  upon  bis  mind.  A  few  years  ago, 
a  reverend  gentleman,  now  in  tiiis  city,  in  nia 
travels,  which  had  been  extensive,  throndi 
the  western  oountry,  discovering  that  ue 
means  for  education  were  not  commensorato 
with  the  wants  of  the  nqiidly  increasing 
population  of  that  great  r^on  of  country, 
conceived  the  design  of  estabUshing  a  seminary 
of  learning,  in  some  convenient  position,  upoa 
a  pian  as  extenuvely  uaeftil,  as  the  cbe^uesB 
of  the  means  of  snbsistenoe  conld  poambly 
admit  ot  It  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to 
remind  the  Senate,  that  in  no  country  conld 
the  Bttbstantials  of  life  be  more  cheuily  ob- 
tuned  than  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  -  He  believed 
it  practicable,  and  experience  had  shown 
belief  to  have  been  well  founded,  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  au  edncation  at  a  regular  coll^ 
within  the  competency  of  the  great  body  of  the 
farmers  of  the  country,  and  of  men  in  ordinary 
drcumstances,  of  other  pursuits  in  life,  to  edu- 
cate their  progeny.  With  views  thus  b^evo- 
Iwt,  this  pioos  and  learned  man  (Bishop  Chase) 

Sroceeded  to  Eorope,  and  obtained  ^m  weO* 
ieposed  and  wealthy  indivichuls  there,  thir^ 
thousand  doUara,  to  be  applied  to  this  oUeet. 
Fr<nn  bis  own  coontrymeD,  be  had  obtainea  aa 
additional  sum  ct  twenty-five  thonsaod  dcflani 
With  such  part  of  those  fnnds  as  was  not,  hj 
the  donors,  designated  for  particular  profeasor- 
ships,  a  large  tract  of  land  uad  befmpnrdiased, 
in  a  central  and  healthy  position  la  Ohio,  voA 
the  title  thueto  had  been  vested  in  a  corpora- 
tion, which  had  perpetual  succession.  Bailoiogs 
had  been  erected  to  a  limited  extent.  Larger  and 
more  commodious  edifices  had  been  partly  buil^ 
and  must  awdt  the  ihrther  aid  ol  mdividuals^ 
or  of  the  Government,  for  their  completioo. 

Mr.  Suooi.ES  said,  as  he  had  presented  the 
petition  upon  which  this  bill  was  reported,  it 
would,  perh^w,  be  expected  of  bim,  that  ba 
should  say  stmiwiing  in  explanation  of  itsoljecL 
The  Preudent  and  Trustees  of  Kenyon  Od- 
lege,  have,  by  their  memorial,  respectfblly 
asked  of  Congress  to  grant  them  a  township  cuf 
land,  to  aid  their  efforts  in  rearing  and  bnild- 
ing  up  a  seminary  of  learning,  which  has  been 
commenced  under  the  most  favorable  ansmcea, 
and  is  now  in  a  state  of  great  forwarcuuss. 
The  ftmds  which  have  been  already  acquired 
for  this  object,  have  been  raised  by  the  !nreai- 
dent  alone,  (Bi^op  Chase^  who  has  spared  no 

'  Digitized  by  Google 


ABBIDftMBNT  OF  THB  - 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESa 


657 


IfuoH,  1838.] 

ftana,  and  omitted  no  exertions,  within  his 
power,  to  carry  into  effect  this  design.  His 
great  devotion  to  the  saccess  of  this  institution, 
for  sereral  jears  past,  has  led  him  to  malce 
great  sacrifices  of  property^  comfort,  and  hap- 
piness, to  attain  his  object  He  bos  snoceeded 
beyoDd  the  most  sangaine  anticipations  of  his 
friends,  and  eren  beyond  his  own  most  ardent 
expectations.  The  donations  already  made, 
in  Europe  and  in  this  ooant^,  amount  to  tftj- 
fivB  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  are  to  be 
exolnslrelj  ^^Ued  to  the  nii^iort  oi  this  insti- 
tatlon.  He  now  asks  Oongress  to  grant  one 
township  the  wild  and  nnappropriatcd  lands 
within  the  State  of  Oliio,  to  further  assist  him 
in  the  prMeoution  of  this  praiseworthy  and 
patriotic  undertalcing.  Mr.  R.  sf^d  he  hoped 
the  application  wonB  not  be  made  in  yain — he 
sincerely  believed,  that,  when  the  Senate  took 
into  consideration  the  great  and  unparalleled 
exertion  of  this  distinguished  individual,  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  of  morals,  and  of 
learning,  they  would  not  withhold  the  small 
assistance  asked  for. 

Jb.  B.  sud,  ihe  college,  for  which  this 
donation  was  a^ed.  Is  sitnated  In  the  connty 
(rf  Knox,  within  a  few  ndles  of  the  centre  of 
the  State.  A  tract  of  tight  thousand  acres  of 
land,  very  rich  and  fertile,  has  been  purchased 
by  a  portion  of  the  funds  acqDired,  and  on 
this  tract  the  buildings  of  the  coUege  have  been 
oommenced.  Its  central  position  will  fomish 
equal  facilities  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  port 
of  the  State.  This  coUege  has  been  incor- 
porated by  an  act  of  uie  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  and  the  usual  privileges  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  it.  From  the  rapid  progress  already 
mode  in  the  bnildings,  its  entire  completion  will 
be  efifected  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

There  is  always  an  interest  created  in  the 
pablio  mind  to  Imow  something  of  those  who 
aerotfl  thdr  liha,  and  thdr  best  days,  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  for  the  serviee  of  mankind. 
Ur.  R.  sidd  he  would  make  a  pkdn  stotemoit 
to  the  Senate,  of  the  great  ana  extraordinary 
exertions  of  this  distinguished  individual,  to 
build  np  this  college,  and,  when  it  is  considered 
that  he  has  done  so  much,  it  cannot  be  thought 
inexpedient  for  Oongress  to  do  something.  The 
Frendent  of  this  institution,  is  at  present  the 
Bi^op  of  Ohio.  He  was,  formerfy,  an  Epis- 
copal olei^yman,  settled  as  a  preauier  in  the 
city  of  Hiutfora,  Conneetiont,  by  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  wealthy  congregations  in 
that  p<^on  of  the  Union.  Had  he  been 
satisfied  with  a  competent  aopport  throngh 
lif&  and  deriroos  of  living  at  ease,  in  pleasant 
and  aooompliihed  society,  he  would  have 
remidtted  with  his  oongregation.  Bnt  his 
mind  was  of  a  higher  order ;  he  was  derirons 
of  becoming  more  extensively  nsefni  to  his 
fellow-oitizens,  and  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
his  benevolent  exertions.  In  obedienoe  to 
these  high  and  honorable  feelings,  he  deter- 
mined upon  emigrating  to  the  western  country. 
He  left  bis  situatiraa  with  great  regret}  and 


similar  feelings  were  manifested  by  all  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  at  their  separation. 
It  is  about  ten  years  since  he  establifOiied  him- 
self in  Ohio,  His  professional  duties  required 
him,  fur  several  successive  years,  to  travel 
into  every  part  of  the  State,  and,  almost,  to 
every  county  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
Here  he  collected  the  dispersed  and  scattered 
members  of  his  society,  and  oi^uuized  them 
into  ofanrohes.  It  was  a  work  of  great  lalxv, 
and  required  his  constant  and  nnremitted  exa- 
tions.  While  thns  engaged,  he  becanie  exten- 
sively acquainted  wifib  the  dtizens  <^  Ohio, 
and  of  UM  sltoation  and  nmditioa  of  the 
rising  generation.  He  saw,  with  deep  regrc^ 
the  groat  deficiency  that  existed  in  the  means  of 
edncation ;  and  having  connected  his  destinies 
with  the  people  of  tAe  West,  he  resolved  to 
exert  all  nis  enei^es  to  collect  fUnds  and 
establish  a  coll^  for  the  purpose  instmot- 
Ing  the  youth  of  the  country.  It  was  a  t^ 
of  no  ordinary  character.  It  required  per- 
severance and  firmness  of  purpose,  which  bnt 
few  possess.  He  oommenced  the  work  and 
has  triumphed. 

In  the  pro8aci]ti<Hi  ot  his  olject,  Ha  Fre^ 
dent  of  tnis  instltntion,  a  tav  yean  rinoe^ 
Tinted  England,  for  the  purpose  of  solidtjiig 
contributions  to  enable  him  to  bnild  his  ooUc^ 
He  bad  been  there  bnt  a  short  time  before  a 
great  interest  was  excited  in  his  &t(»,  and 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  personages  of 
that  country  contributed  largely.  Lord  Km- 
yon,  whose  name  the  coll^  bears,  took  an 
active  and  decided  part,  and  a  siioilar  feeling 
and  sentiment  were  created  in  others.  From 
those  generous  benefactors  of  learning  tad 
science  he  received  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
money,  books,  and  other  articles  necessary 
for  such  an  esbU)iishment  These  funds,  so 
generoushr  contributed  b^ond  tiie  Atiaotio, 
l^d  the  nmndatirai  of  this  institntiMi.  Kor 
have  our  own  dtixens  in  the  United  Statoa, 
been  less  mindM  of  the  great  interests  of 
education.  Uore  than  twenty-five  thonsand 
dollars  have  been  subscribed  by  the  people 
of  tiiis  country.  The  generous  and  the  patri- 
otic have  everywhere  lent  their  aid,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty-five  thonsand  dollars  have 
already  been  realized.  This  money  has  been 
fq)ptiea  to  the  purchase  of  land,  to  ttte  erection 
of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  placed  in  pro- 
ductive fbnds  for  the  support  of  Professorships. 
One  other  hot  ought  to  be  mentioned.  While 
the  gentleman  to  whom  reference  has  so  often 
been  had,  was  in  England,  many  persons  were 
desiroos  of  making  him  some  presents — of 
ccnflBrring  upmi  him  some  distinct  favors,  all  of 
which  be  dedined  receiving  lest  an  imputation 
might  rest  upon  him  that  bu  object  in  visiting 
that  country  was  for  his  own  private  benefit 
and  not  that  of  the  institution.  He  reqnested 
that  all  those  presents,  intended  for  himself^ 
might  be  given  to  the  cause  in  which  he  was 
engaged — ^they  reluctantly-  yielded  to  bis  re- 
quest, and  gave  them  the  direotion  he  required. 
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Mr.  Fabub  said,  that,  in  the  reply  to  su^es- 
tioQS  of  the  gentleman  from  Norui  Garuma, 
be  woold  state,  that  both  the  coUeges  in 
Maine,  to  which  a  grant  is  proposed  by  the 
amendment,  are  chartered  institutions ;  each 
being  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Tmstees, 
perpetual  in  Its  duration,  in  which  are  Tested 
all  the  lands,  and  other  property,  belonging, 
or  in  any  way  ai^>ertaiidng,  thereto.  Th^ 
■re  not  incorp(nttted  aa  eectaiian  insUtntiona, 
no  pardonlar  religioos  creed  being  required, 
by  diart«r  or  by  law,  as  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion for  their  President?,  FrofeasorSj  or  other 
officers.  Gentlemen  of  different  religious  senti- 
ments constitute  their  Boards  of  Trustees,  and 
students  of  erery  reUgious  denomination  are 
indiscriminately  admitted.  A  donation,  there- 
fore, granted  under  such  circumstaaoes,  would 
not  enare  for  the  benefit  of  viy  particular 
individual  or  religions  sect,  or  even  ezclasiTely 
for  the  Btate,  but  for  all  who  may  hereafter 
have  occasion  to  resort  thither  for  the  benefit 
d  instmction.  The  intimatioQ  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio^  that  the  amendment  has  been  offered 
fbr  tkie  purpose  of  embarrassing  tiie  progress 
cf  the  hill,  18  most  aasaredfy  erroneom.  The 
Senate  could  find  another,  and  nndonbtedly  a 
sofiScient  reason  for  the  propodtioo  to  amend. 
The  public  lands  have  become  a  fiind,  npon 
which  all  who  are  seeking  for  grants,  either 
for  charitable,  benevolent,  or  local  purposes, 
Beem  anxious  to  draw.  Application  for  these 
lands,  for  such  objects,  have  been  increasing 
from  year  to  year,  until  now  the  proposition 
to  relinquish  the  whole,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Btates  in  which  they  are  utuated,  has  been 
distinotiy  submitted,  and  elaborately  advocated. 
It  ahould  be  recollected,  that  the  public  lands 
are  tbe  common  property  <^  the  nation,  pur- 
chased by  the  joint  funds,  or  conquered  by  the 
J(^nt  efforts,  of  aU  who  cconpcMed  the  Con- 
roderaoy  at  the  time  of  their  acqnintion.  It 
is  not  wonderfhl,  then,  that  members  from 
other  States,  which  have  derived  no  especial 
benefits  from  these  lands;  for  whose  institu- 
tions or  improvements  not  an  acre  has  ever 
been  applied,  should  ask  for  some  small,  incon- 
siderable grants,  for  similar  purposes  within 
their  own  States.  This  consideration,  Mr.  P. 
believed,  had  infiuenced  his  coUea^e  to  pro- 
pose the  amendment,  and  it  was  with  no  small 
def^ree  of  surprise,  tlut  he  perceived  the  oppo- 
sition to  that  amendment  arose  prindoally 
from  the  fiiends  of  bill.  Gentiemen  nave 
compared  the  claims  Ohio  vith  those  of 
Maine ;  and,  becanse,  on  the  dlvidon  of  Massa- 
chusetts, her  puUic  lands  were  equally  assigned 
to  the  two  portions  originally  constituting  that 
State,  have  drawn  conclusions  unfavorable  to 
the  imposed  amendment.  What  bearing  that 
aiginnent  can  have  upon  the  question,  is  not 
easily  perceived.  The  public  lands  of  Massa- 
chusetts were  the  common  property  of  her 
whole  population.  A  portion  of  tiiat  popula- 
tion is  formed  into  a  separate  community,  and 
hems  legally  and  equitably  entitled  thereto^ 
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receive  a  portion  of  the  public  fimds,  eqnal 
to  its  proportion  of  population.  Thb  new 
community  has  also  a  common  interest  with 
all  the  other  Stipes,  in  the  public  proper^  of 
the  Union.  And  can  this  interest  ]>e  in 
any  desree  affected  by  the  arrangements  with 
Massachusetts  ?  Most  certmnly  not  As  well 
might  it  be  signed  that  no  part  of  the  pnblie 
revenue  should  be  expended  in  MiUue^  or 
munitMms  of  war  be  deposited  therein  for  her 
defence,  becanse  a  portion  of  the  personal  prop- 
erty, including  ordnance  and  military  stofM 
which  she  had  heretofftfe  owned  fai  connwm 
with  another  State,  has  been  aerigned  to  her 
in  severalty. 

If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  turned  his 
attention  to  another  view  of  this  case — if  he 
had  taken  into  consideration  other  facts  which 
seem  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  question,  ha 
might  well  have  come  to  a  different  concln^on. 
It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  especially  in  dis- 
cussing this  amendment,  that  one  thirty-sixUi 
part  o£  all  ^e  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  have  already  been  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools  tberdn,  in  addition  to  what  has  beat 
given  from  time  to.  time,  fbr  the  endowmoit  of 
collies  and  academies.  And  what  has  Maine 
ever  had  from  the  public  lands  or  pnblie 
Treasury,  for  literary  purposes  I  Not  a  dollar. 
While  la^  gruits  have  been  made  for  various 
purposes  to  other  States — for  opening  roads^ 
constructing  canals,  educating  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  other  objects — the  moment  any 
effort  is  made  to  let  in  a  State,  which  hoa 
shared  nothing  from  this  fund,  what  are  we 
told,  and  that,  too,  by  those  who  have  been 
large  participators  and  are  still  soliciting 
more  }  Stana  ande,  your  claims  are  still  to  be 
deferred  as  of  in&iior  muit.  It  Is  urged,  as 
an  argument  in  fitvor  of  tins  grant,  that  Urn 
effete  will  be  to  reduce  tilie  expense  of  edu- 
cation in  the  West  and  that  the  benefit  iriU 
accrue  to  those  of  that  r^on  who  cannot  now 
avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  a  pnUio 
education,  for  want  of  the  necessary  means. 
The  same  reason  applies,  with  equal  forc& 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
another  institution  in  Maine  founded  more  par- 
ticularly for  the  instruction  of  those  designed 
for  mechanical  and  agricultural  employments, 
might,  with  great  propriety,  have  been  in- 
cluded. It  is  no  less  important  in  the  £ast, 
than  in  the  West,  that  tiie  expense  of  edae»- 
tion  shonld  be  reduced ;  and  if  in  the  latter,  in 
consequence  of  a  milder  climate  or  more  ukh 
duotive  soil,  the  expense  of  subtflstence  is  leai^ 
it  certainly  takes  nothing  from  the  force  of  the 
aronment  in  favor  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Ttlkb  would  not  have  risen  but  for  the 
reference  made  by  the  gentieman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Harbison)  to  William  and  Mary  College, 
and  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  drawn  in 
favor  of  Eenyon  College,  to  the  pr^udice  oi 
similar  institutions  in  Virg^ia.  Exten^ve 
grants,  it  was  true,  had  been  made  to  WHliam 
and  iUrjf  by  the  £ing  of  jBngland,  yet  it 
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rested  also  on  the  basis  of  private  donations. 
Bat  WiUiun  and  Mary  was  not  the  only  literary 
instituUon  in  that  Btate,  which  was  indebted 
to  private  dooations.  The  College  of  Hamp- 
den Sidney,  which  had  beeo  for  many  yeaM 
hif^Iy  prosperous,  had  been  reared  entirely 
from  the  sabscripticHUi  oi  indiTidoals,  never 
liaving  received  as  he  believed  <me  dolur  from 
the  ezoheqaer  of  the  State.  The  same  remark 
was  eqoaUy  tme  in  n^^ard  to  Washin^n 
Ocdlege ;  and,  aa  to  the  Uiiiversify  of  Yirgmia, 
^dkOQgh  it  had  received  con^erable  endow- 
ments at  the  hands  of  the  Le^slatoref  yet  it 
also  had  received  important  aid  from  the  contii- 
bntioDB  of  indlvidoius.  If  Ute  right  existed  to 
make  grants  of  the  nature  contemplated  by  the 
billf  he  could  not  admit  that  any  distinction 
existed,  either  in  principle  or  policy,  between  the 
ease  of  Kenyon  College  and  those  which  be  had 
named.  If  §oj  one  State  in  the  Union  had 
•trcmger  claims  than  any  other  on  the  pnblio 
lands,  snreh-  it  vonld  not  be  denied  HuA  Yir- 
ginia  was  that  State.  She  had  snrrendered  an 
extensive  empire,  out  of  which  had  been 
carved  important  States  -  Those  States  might 
be  Jostly  considered  to  be  her  danghters,  for 
whose  benefit  she  had  surrendered  her  lands — 
whilst  she  had  placed  herself  somewhat  in  the 
situation  of  King  Lear.  But  he  did  not  ask 
an  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands  to  the  colleges  of  Vir^nia.  He  did  not 
believe  that  Oongress  had  any  right  to  make 
each  appropriation  either  to  them  or  to  any 
other  literary  institution.  On  the  contrary,  he 
protested  a^inst  tlie  passage  of  the  bill  under 
CMirideratimi,  beoMise  he  bdieved  th^  was  a 
total  absence  of  such  power  in  Oongresa. 

It  wMA  be  ^DOoAwni  that  the  pn^poritlon 
befive  tbo  Senate  was  of  littie  consequence. 
He  did  not  think  so.  Immensely  important 
ocHueqoenoes  often  flowed  from  apparently 
trifluig  causes.  The  proposition  made  by  Mr. 
Hadison,  when  he  was  a  Member  of  Oongresa, 
to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  post  road 
from  If^e  to  Georgia ;  a  pnnHMition  which, 
at  the  time,  scarcely  attracted  the  attention  or 
the  pnblio;  had  been  made  the  bans  of  the 
system  of  roads  and  canals.  All  the  advocates 
<tf  that  system  planted  themselves  upon  that 
preoedent  with  an  ur  of  triumph.  The  qrm- 
pathiea  of  Omwress  had  been  appealed  to  on 
behalf  ot  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  land  had 
bem  given.  That  was  already  quoted  as 
a  precedent  Justifying  the  passage  <^  this 
bllL  He  thought  tlut,  if  the  present  bill 
passe^  the  Government  might  fairly  be  con- 
■idered  as  having  acted  upon  a  new  doctrine 
prej^ant  with  consequences  the  most  fatal  in 
their  character  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 
If  Congress  had  the  right  to  endow  a  college, 
it  had  an  equal  right  to  est^lish  primary 
schools  of  instruction;  and  a  system  reared 
upon  tliis  principle  would  address  itself  as 
strongly  to  the  interests  of  the  States,  as  any 
other  which  had  been  acted  upon.  Nor  were 
his  fears  upon  this  snl^ect  wholly  Imacpnary. 
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The  President,  in  hb  first  message,  had  thought 
proper  to  recommend  the  estaluishment  of  a 
National  University ;  and,  acting  upon  the 
principle  in  astenw,  a  proposition,  he  believed, 
had  been  made  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
shortly  thereafter  to  egtablish  primary  schools 
thron^unit  the  Union.  Were  gentlemen  pre- 
pared to  set  a  precedent  wlwih  would  be 
carried  to  sadh  concln^ons?  He  wanted  to 
know  of  what  value  the  State  Oovemments 
could  be  if  this  Oovemmoit  tookinto  its  bands 
the  sapervision  of  the  hl|^ways  and  the  eduoa- 
tion  of  her  children  } 

Kr.  Bkhtoh  objected  to  clogging  the  bill 
with  a  new  provision  at  that  stage,  aner  it  had 
undergone  all  the  ordinary  forzos,  and  had 
been  Sscuased  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ripe  for  final  decision.  He  objected,  also, 
to  running  parallels  between  the  claims  <^  dif- 
ferent States,  and  striking  a  balance  wldoh  was 
to  be  liquidated  by  legidative  acts.  He  con- 
ceived that  every  bill  ought  to  depend  npw  Its 
own  merits,  and  not  npcot  its  associatiiHia,  and 
that  the  one  in  question  (for  the  benefit  of  the 
Kenyon  College)  ought  to  be  left  to  run  its 
course,  free  from  the  companionship  of  the 
way  passengers  which  might  attempt  to  ^oin 
company  with  it.  This  bm  was  for  an  object^ 
specific,  notorious,  and  recommended  by  the 
favorable  request  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio. 
A  legidative  request  from  a  sovereign  State 
ought,  at  least,  to  stand  for  something.  The 
new  States,  he  admitted,  appeared,  almost  too 
frequentiy  for  their  own  dignity,  at  the  bar  of 
Congress,  in  the  ohuraoter  of  petitioners ;  but 
this  case  was  not  sabject  to  that  remark.  It 
was  an  appUeatirai  in  Uiuii  of  a  literary  inatU 
tntion,  whieh  had  made  its  w^y,  fiton  nnall  be- 
ginnings, to  a  point  of  eminent  usefblness,  and 
tiiat  chiefly  by  the  great  exertions  of  a  sin^ 
individual,  the  pious  and  learned  prelate,  Biui- 
op  Chase.  The  fact  that  the  institution  had 
been  able  to  command  so  high  a  testimonial  of 
r^ard  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in 
which  it  was  placed,  would  be  conclusive  that 
it  merited  the  friendly  consideration  of  Con- 
fess. The  amount  of  aid  asked  was  not  oon- 
siderable,  whether  we  regarded  the  ability  of 
the  donor,  or  the  meritorious  nature  of  the  do- 
nation. The  United  States  had  more  land  than 
she  could  sell  for  any  terms,  even  the  lowest. 
The  township  requested  wonld  make  no  dind- 
nntiim  which  co^  be  felt  or  known.  Tbe 
benefit  of  it  would  aewne  to  future  as  well  as 
to  existing  generations,  to  the  people  of  any 
part  of  the  Unkn  as  well  as  Ohio.  Students 
may  go  there  from  any  State,  and  receive  the 
benefits  education  on  terms  of  nnexompled 
moderation.  If  the  new  States,  and  Ohio 
among  others,  were  tbe  owners  of  all  the  va- 
cant soil  within  their  limits,  it  might  be  proper 
for  them  to  sustain  their  institutions  upon  their 
own  resources ;  but  as  the  fact  was,  all  the  va- 
cant soil  beloD^ng  to  the  Federal  Government, 

Eaying  no  taxes,  bearing  no  share  of  the  pub- 
0  bnrthena,  there  was  certainly  a  mcual  obli- 
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gation  on  this  great  landlord,  m  absentee  in 
the  worst  sense  of  the  word,  to  contribnte  to 
the  advancement  of  their  pablic  object  wheth- 
er for  the  improvement  of  the  mind  or  the 
ootrntry,  or  otherwise.  He  knew  it  might  be 
said  th^  the  United  States  had  made  an  appro- 
priation of  land  for  schools ;  but  he  considered 
all  such  appropriations  greatly  overbalanced  in 
this  case,  or  the  fifteen  milliona  of  dollars 
which  Ohio  had  paid  for  public  lands,  hj  the 
taxes  which  she  bad  lost,  and  1^  the  increased 
Talae  which  the  indostry  and  capital  of  her 
oiUzens  hod  oast  upon  the  public  lands.  Mr. 
B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  he  need  not 
descant  upon  the  value  of  education  In  a  &ee 
country.  He  would  barely  say,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  republican  institutions  muet 
depend  as  much  upon  the  intdligence  as  upon 
the  virtue  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  MoLAm  was  desirous  of  so  modifying 
the  bill,  as  to  make  it  more  comprehensive,  so 
that,  if  it  were  proper  to  pass  it  at  all,  it  might 
embraoe  other  objects  than  the  particular  insti- 
tuticm  provided  for.  lie  was  onwilliDg  that 
the  bill  diould  proceed  in  its  present  diape.  It 
involved  a  subject  of  great  magnitude,  and  pror 
poeod  going  further  than  we  bad  ever  gone  be- 
fore. Hitherto  wo  had  confined  our  donations 
of  pablic  lands  to  institutions  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  To  be  sure,  these  were 
institutjons  of  a  peculiar  character,  as  well  as  it 
r^rded  the  mode  of  instruction,  as  the  unfor- 
tunate objects  of  their  care ;  and  on  these  ac- 
counts stood  in  need  of  aid,  which  might  not 
be  hod  from  individual  resources.  On  this 
ground  he  had  hitherto  stood,  but  ijiis  biU  pro- 
posed to  travel  beyond  that,  and  appropriate 
the  puUio  luids  for  the  founding  and  endow- 
ment of  an  ordinary  college.  He  did  not  know 
fliai  he  should  be  opposed  to  snoh  appropria- 
-titms,  if  the  policy  omdd  be  extended  to  all  the 
States,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the 
ol^ects  of  education  in  each.  He  was  unwill- 
hig  to  confine  the  favor  to  a  single  institution, 
in  a  particular  State,  without  a  prospect  of  ex- 
tending its  advantages  to  others.  The  whole 
subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  weigh  it  well 
'  before  we  acted  definitively  in  any  particular 
case.  He  thought  we  could  not  make  this 
grant  to  Ohio,  and  refuse  it  to  other  States. 
The  land  was  alike  the  property  of  the  whole 
Union,  though  the  gentieman  fhnn  Ohio  (Ur. 
Earbibon)  seemed  to  eonnder  it  the  exdnkve 
]«operty  of  the  new  States.  It  had  been  ac- 
quired by  the  comnKoi  fiinds,  and  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  tibe  whole,  and  if  ft  were  now 
to  be  given  for  the  purposes  of  education,  there 
was  no  reason  why  all  tiie  parts  should  not 
diare  equally.  He  saw  nothing  in  this  partic- 
ular institution  which  entitied  it  to  peculiar 
favor  ■,  he  thought,  too,  when  this  poucy  was 
adopted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  to 
such  State  its  proper  proportion  of  the  land,  to 
be  applied  as  in  its  own  judgment  might  be 
fnpw  to  the  several  institations  wi^in  its 


'  limits.  Mr.  McL.  would,  therefore,  move  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  PubHe 
:  Lands,  with  instructions  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  donations  oi  knd  to  each 
of  the  States,  for  the  support  <tf  eolleges  witbin 
those  States. 

Mr.  Bjlbton  opposed  the  UIL  The  State  of 
Ohio,  in  his  q>inion,  had  no  n)ecia]  claim  to 
this  donation ;  and  that  State  had  already  re- 
ceived its  ftill  share  of  land  for  the  purpoeee  of 
education.  He  thought,  if  the  lands  were  to 
be  applied  in  this  way,  they  ought  to  be  wp- 
pUea  equally  to  all  the  States  in  the  Umoa. 
There  were  a  hundred  institutions  in  th«  ooon- 
try  with  equal  daims  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  Hatkb  said  that  this  bill  had  been  con- 
udered,  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as  making 
an  iq>peal  to  the  good  feelings  of  the  Senate — 
and  another  gentieman  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
say,  that,  to  vote  for  it,  would  only  be  an  act 
of  proper  courtesy  to  those  at  whose  instanee 
it  had  been  introduced.  Such  is  the  gmse,  Mr. 
President,  under  which  a  measure  ia  nsbered 
into  this  House  which  involves  one  of  the  moat 
important  principles  that  could  posrably  be  snb- 
mitted  to  our  consideration ;  and  which,  sfaoald 
it  be  sanctioned,  wilt  establish  a  precedent,  that 
cannot  be  followed  up  to  its  Intimate  eonse- 
quences,  without  undermining  the  very  fiwa- 
dations  of  the  Federal  Government  Sir,  in 
matters  of  mere  courtesy  and  good  Seeling,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  «ntle- 
man  here ;  and  towards  the  new  States,  I  have 
never  cherished  any  sentunents  but  those  of 
kindness.  But,  when  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  to  the  sab' 
Ject  of  education,  within  the  limits  of  the  sev- 
eral States — when  we  are  called  up<ni  to  stretch 
the  ctmstitotion,  so  as  to  embrwe  that  lai)ge 
class  of  subjects  which  appertidn  to  the  im- 
provement m  the  maral  ana  intdketnal  oondi- 
tion  the  people  within  those  States — are  we 
to  be  told  that  the  dednon  of  a  question  oi 
such  immense  magnitude  depends  entirely  upoD 
the  courtesy  and  good  feeling  of  this  Honeel 
Oentiemen  insist  uiat  we  must  confine  onr  in- 
quiries strictly  to  this  bill,  which  merely  wo- 
poses  to  grant  a  township  of  land  to  a  college 
m  Ohio.  But  why  do  so,  sir  f  Is  it  becaase 
gentiemen  are  unwilling  to  have  exposed  to 
open  view  the  magnitude  of  the  qu^rtfon  in- 
volved in  it?  Is  it  because  they  apprehend 
tiiat  the  grant  of  a  nogle  town^p  to  Ohio 
will  be  ofmndered  a  small  matter,  while  a  sinu- 
lar  providon  for  every  State  in  the  Union 
would  ezdte  the  -vigilanoe,  and  alarm  the  feazi^ 
of  those  who  look  with  distrust  on  all  exten- 
sions of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Goveni- 
ment,  and  especially  over  subjects  which  pecu- 
liarly belong  to  the  individtud  States!  But, 
sir,  can  any  gentleman  wink  so  hard  as  not  to 
see  that  this  bill  does,  in  truth,  involve  the 
question,  whether  the  Federal  Government 
shall  take  the  subject  of  education  into  its  own 
hands,  and  appropriate  the  national  fonds  to 
tbatoltieot?  I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  the  Sen- 
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atora  of  Ohio  to  ear,  if  this  bill  should  pass, 
will  the}' — can  thej — ^refase  a  similar  grant  to 
Hisaouri  or  Eentncky,  or  to  any  of  the  new 
States  t   And  when  edacation  shall  be  amply 

Erovided  for,  by  grants  of  the  pnblic  property 
1  all  of  the  new  States,  wilt  they  refase  simi- 
lar grants  to  "  the  good  Old  Thirteen  ? "  Can 
they  refuse  it  to  Virginia,  who  generously  and 
xoagnanimously  surrendered,  withoat  price,  the 
Terr  domain  out  of  which  this  grant  is  to  be 
made,  and  who  surrendered  it,  too,  on  the  ex- 
press condition  that  it  should  be  ^lied  to  the 
equal  benefit  of  all  the  States?  Grant  it  to 
IHrginia,  and  sorely  It  cannot  be  denied  to  sny 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Will  eitho-  of  the 
Senators  from  Ohio  now  rise  in  his  place  and 
tell  na,  that  be  will  vote  a^nst  any  snch 
proportion?  I  know  they  will  not.  Such  a 
dedaration  would  be  the  death-warrant  of  tliis 
bill  Then,  Mr,  President,  I  am  justified  in 
assuming,  (what  is  in  truth  beyond  a  question,) 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  must,  of  necessity, 
erentually  lead  to  the  grant  of  at  least  25,000 
acres  of  the  pnblic  lands  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  for  the  purposes  of  education.  The 
question  is  therefore  now  furly  brought  up, 
whether  it  is  constitnti(Hial  and  expedient  fw 
the  Government  vlt  the  United  States  to  take 
this  subject  nnder  ^Ir  care.  I  am  m  favor 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  HoLAinc,)  to  recommit  the  biQ, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  similar  grant  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  beca^ise  it  looks  the  sabject  fairly  in  the 
fifice,  and  presents  the  true  question,  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  decide ;  and  becanse,  if 
we  are  to  make  a  grant  to  any  one  State,  I  am 
clearly  In  favor  of  making  similar  grants  to  all. 

But,  ur,  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever,  in 
entering^  at  thb  stage  of  the  business,  my  pro- 
test against  the  extension  of  the  jnrisdiction, 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  of  ^e  Fed- 
eral Government,  to  purposes  of  educatt(m 
within  tiie  several  States.  I  know  that  all 
measnres  for  the  promotion  of  benevolent  ob- 
jects find  an  advocate  in  the  bosoms  of  most  men, 
and  that  the  idea  that  the  national  funds  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  Improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  people,  (wnether  by  cutting 
roads  and  canals,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of 
science,  or  cultivating  the  minds  and  morals  of 
the  community,)  Is  one  very  apt  to  be  cherished 
by  all  those  benevolent  persons,  who,  when  a 
good  end  is  to  be  accomplished,  never  trouble 
themselves  with  an  examination  into  the  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  the  measures  adopted 
for  its  accomplishment.  To  such  men,  the  We 
su^estion  that  the  constitution  opposes  a  bar 
to  the  prosecotion  of  any  just  or  oenevolent 
scheme^  is  regarded  as  a  pr^hnation  of  the  sa- 
cred character  of  that  instnnnent.  But,  sir, 
we.  who,  tiumgh  eharaed  with  the  duty  "  of 
se«ng  that  the  Bepnblio  sustains  no  detri- 
ment^ find  ourselves  restrained  within  the  lim- 
its of  a  strictly  delegated  authority ;  who  per- 
o^T&  and  ftel,  and  are  ooanpelled  to  aoknawt 


edge,  that  the  liberties  of  this  coxmtry  can  onlj* 
be  preserved  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  con- 
stitution ;  we,  who  know  that,  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government  over 
matters  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  wiU 
finally  overthrow  this  heautifU  fabric  of  Gov- 
ernment, which  now  stands  the  admiratim 
of  the  world ;  we,  sir,  in  the  exerdse  of  our 
high  and  sacred  trast,  cannot  be  infinmced  by 
any  consideration  bnt  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  entrusted  to  our  care.  It  is  our  duty, 
sir,  to  exert  a  vigilant  contrcd  over  every  de- 
partment of  this  Government,  and  to  rerist 
every  temptation  to  overleap  the  boonds  of 
our  aothonly.  Sir,  I  am  not  mora  finnly  con- 
vinced of  the  nnparalleled  exoellenoe  of  our 
institutions,  than  that  they  must  be  of  short 
duration,  if  this  Government  sl^  l<mg  oon- 
tinue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  matters 
which  belong  to  the  States.  By  the  very  form 
and  structure  of  our  Government,  the  jurisdio- 
tion  over  all  matters  of  a  domestic  or  local 
nature  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  States. 
To  the  Federal  Government  belong  those  pow- 
ers which  concern  the  foreijp  relations  of  the 
country — such  as  the  question  of  peace  and 
war,  our  commercial  relations,  and  others  of  a 
similar  eharaoter.  While  this  great  divirion  is 
Btrictiy  adhered  to^  and  good  mOi  ia  obacrved 
on  l>oth  ud^  hanntmy  will  exist— bnt^  whoi 
the  Federal  Government  shall  undertake,  with 
its  patronage,  Its  influence,  and  its  revenue,  to 
invade  the  States — ^to  interfere  with,  to  rega- 
late,  and  to  control,  their  domestao'conoems — 
then  will  begin  that  mighty  stra^le,  the  issue 
of  which  will  decide  whether  this  shall  beoraue 
a  groat  consolidated  Government,  (with  all 
power  centred  here,)  or  continue  a  Confedov 
acy  of  free  and  independent  States.  It  will  be 
a  struggle  between  liberty  and  despotism :  fiM", 
surely,  no  man  can  be  so  infatuated  as  not  to 
perceive  that  the  destruction  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States  mnst  inevitably  lead  to  despcmsm 
here.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  oonBtitntional  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  bill.  Hy  purpose  is 
merely  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  importance  of  this  question — to  put  them 
on  their  gaard  against  snfierii^  what  I  mnst 
consider  as  an  alarming  extension  of  the  pow^ 
ers  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  creep  into 
our  legislation,  in  the  hmnble  and  imposing 
garb  of  a  charitable  donation  to  a  literary  in- 
stitution. Sir,  this  Government  has  already 
gone  too  far  in  assuming  jurisdiction  over  sub- 
jects which  either  do  not  belong  to  them  at  all, 
or  which  they  could  imly  exerdse  under  lim- 
itatitma  which  have  been  wholly  disregarded. 
Let  ns  look  for  a  moment  at  the  powers  whidi 
Congress  have  already  assumed,  as  well  as  tha 
extent  of  that  which  we  are  now  called  upon 
to  exert.  The  Federal  Government  has  taken 
nnder  its  charge  the  whole  snbject  of  internal 
improvements  within  the  several  States,  with- 
out restriction  or  limitation.  We  are  now  sur- 
veying the  country,  frun  Kidne  to  Georgia^ 
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and  from  the  AtUmtio  to  the  Mississippi,  nay, 
beyond  the  Uississippi,  to  the  very  froDtiers  of 
Mexico,  with  a  view  bo  the  estahlishment  of  a 
magnificent  system  of  internal  improvement. 
We  have  already  appropriated  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  millions  of  acres  of  land,  to  these  ob- 
jects, and  have  already  actually  sarreyed  the 
roates  of  roads  and  canals,  which  it  would  take 
the  whole  .revenne  of  the  country,  for  twenty 
jreara,  to  construct,  and  yet  the  Bonreys  are  not 
ooniideted.  Boads  and  canals  for  military  and 
OMDmeroial  purposes,  and  for  the  transpoita- 
tioD  of  the  mai^  have  been  laid  oat  in  every 
direction.  Bnt  these,  we  are  told,  are  all  na- 
tional. Sir,  I  should  really  be  to  know 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  national  road  or 
canal.  If  those  only  are  national,  in  which 
every  State  has  an  interest,  then,  certainly, 
very  few  of  that  description  have  yet  been  sur- 
veyed ;  and  if  all  are  national  in  which  any 
porticHi  of  the  people  have  any  interest,  then 
all  are  of  this  character.  In  the  latitude  as- 
snmed  on  tiiis  subject,  it  is  certain  that  the 
power  ctf  the  Federal  Qovemment  is  United 
only  by  its  will,  and  may  be  exerted  to  the  ex- 
tent <H  the  whole  resources  of  the  oonntry; 
and  it  wiU,  I  fear,  be  found,  in  its  e^dse,  to 
be  a  power  not  to  unite,  but  "  to  divide  the 
States,  by  roads  and  canals."  Having  ossomed 
to  TOOTBelTes  unlimited  jurisdiction  over  inter- 
nal improrements,  your  next  step  was  to  take 
under  ^our  care  the  subject  of  charities. 
Townships  of  land  have  been  granted  to  Ken- 
tucky, Connecticut,  and  other  States,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  This  has  been 
done,  because  these  unhappy  persooB  were  un- 
fortunate. Bat  are  not  lunatics  equally  nnfor- 
toate  >  Is  there  a  form  of  human  misery  bet- 
ter calculated  to  excite  all  the  symp^ies  of 
oar  nature,  than  a  family  of  helpless  children, 
left  in  a  state  <tf  oiphan^^  withoat  the  means 
of  Bi^KHt?  Are  the  md  and  the  eick,  and 
the  destitute  of  every  dass  and  emotion,  to 
be  excluded  from  your  bounty,  if  miafortune 
ahHie  is  to  be  the  ground  of  your  interference  ? 
Sir,  it  is  clear  that,  on  the  same  principle  on 
which  you  have  undertaken  to  provide,  out  of 
the  national  funds,  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  you 
may  take  all  the  charities  of  the  country  into 
your  own  hands,  and  build  up  a  system  of  na- 
tional poor  laws  as  oppressive  as  that  of  Great 
•  Britain.  But  now  we  are  called  upon  to  take 
another  most  important  step.  We  are  to  make 
a  grant  to  privaAe  persons,  to  enable  them  to 
eaiablish  a  college.  It  is  not  a  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio^  bat  to  a  corporation,  consisting 
(Bily  of  a  few  private  Inaividnals.  A  great 
deal  has  berai  said  of  the  benev(^ent  character 
and  distingaished  talents  of  the  right  reverend 

Ctieman  who  is  at  tiie  head  of  Kenyon  Ck>l- 
I ;  and  the  excellence  of  the  system  adopted 
at  that  institation  has  been  highly  eul(^zed. 
Sir,  I  accede  to  all  that  has  been  said  on  these 
points.  But,  if  yoa  make  a  grant  to  one  col- 
lege in  Ohio,  will  you  not  be  called  upon,  and 
«aa  yoa  refosi^  to  make  it  to  others?  And 


when  you  have  passed  through  all  the  lespso- 
table  colleges  in  the  United  States,  most  yon 
not  take  up  the  common  schools,  and  proride 
also  for  them  ?  In  short,  at  what  txHUt  are  yoa 
to  stop !  It  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  dear,  that, 
if  yon  pass  this  bill,  yon  nu^,  on  the  sane 

frrinclple,  be  called  npon  to  provide  tfx  all  the 
iterary  and  scientific  institutions  in  the  UniML 
Sir,  if  the  subjeot-matter  is  feiriy  within  yonr 
jurisdiction,  it  will  be  bettu-  to  adopt  a  ^and 
system,  at  onoe^^  for  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation in  every  bti^  (tf  the  Union.  Ify  oljeo- 
tion  rests  on  uie  ground  c/t  your  having,  andcr 
the  constitution,  nothing  at  all  to  do  vitk  tiie 
sat^ect. 

Mr.  Uaook  said  that  it  was  of  Httie  codes- 
quence  whether  the  bill  passed  with  or  without 
the  amendment  Either  way,  it  wonld  denuHi- 
strate  that,  whenever  a  door  was  once  opened, 
th^  never  shut  it  It  began  with  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  it  is  going  on,  so  that,  before  long, 
it  will  embrace  every  thing.  I  don't  like  to 
hear  members  talk  about  the  constitutirai,  said 
16*.  M.  It  is  useless.  I  have  taken  my  lean 
of  it  some  years  ago.  This  donation  is  ftr  t 
college  estabUahed  oy  a  meritoiioas  individniL 
Btat,  if  we  look  to  the  merits  of  IndividuLs 
where  dull  we  stop  ?  Is  this  the  only  est^ 
lisiunent  in  the  United  States  which  mmti 
asEQstance?  Tale  CoU^  has  always  bea 
highly  spoken  0^  and  that  has  as  ^)od  a  dum 
as  this.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  a  State 
institution,  or  whether  the  States  manage  these 
establishments  in  the  North  and  West— but,  in 
the  South,  the  State  pnts  them  np  and  snpplia 
the  fands.  If  you  wg^n  with  this  institutiw, 
where  will  you  end  ?  Do  you  not  believe  tint 
it  will  open  a  door  for  the  entrance,  vith  a 

retition,  of  every  State  in  the  Union  t  It  viD 
ring  the  States  to  Congrws,  where  they  new 
ought  to  come.  These  things  aj;>pear  snail  in 
the  b^iinning,  but  they  grow  m  conseqaoM 
as  they  go  on.  As  to  the  de^re  for  edocatioi, 
it  is  universal;  there  is  not  a  man  in  tbe 
United  States  who  has  as  much  knowledge  u 
he  covets.  The  argament  that  edacation  iss 
blesung,  has  never  been  denied.  But  was  it  to 
be  managed  by  Congress !  As  they  went  00  to 
increase  the  powers  of  the  National  I^ida^ 
ture,  they  mode  it  more  unwieldy,  and  in- 
creased the  fiiction  of  the  machinery.  All  tie 
States  would  ask  for  assistance,  if  it  was  giren 
to  one.  There  was  formerly  a  college  ui  Mary- 
land, and  it  was  burnt  down,  and  fJl  the  pw^ 
erty  was  destroyed,  but  the  land;  and  tbej 
hod  never  been  able  to  put  it  up  again;  bntU 
remains  as  it  was.  Whether  this  was  to  be  i 
sectarian  college  or  not,  he  did  not  know ;  but 
he  was  ag^nst  the  donation,  on  all  connden- 
tiona,  as  setting  a  bad  example. 

The  motion  to  recomnit  was  decided  in  the 
n^rative. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  on  the  81st  of  March,  it 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  BeprescutativesL 
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HoNDAT,  March  81. 
French  Colonial  Trade. 

The  biQ  to  ret^Ute  interconrse  viOi  the 
Uands  of  Kartiniqae  and  Gnadaloape,  was 
Tead  a  second  time. 

Ur.  WooDBUBT  said  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him,  at  this  time,  to  offer  any  tiling  beyond  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  origin  and  operation 
of  this  bill.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  he, 
that,  in  1826,  the  British  Goremmentj  by  an 
Order  in  Oooncil,  opened  many  of  their  ports 
in  their  West  India  oolouea  to  all  the  world,  on 
certun  qiecifled  temu.  Those  terms  it  is  not 
inqwrtant  to  enumerate,  exorat  that  the  meoa- 
nre  was  reunited  to  be  met  oy  other  nations, 
within  a  particular  time,  by  commercial  rega- 
lations  of  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  character. 
Hie  history  of  the  attempt  by  this  Senate  to 
rec^trocate  the  measure,  is  fresh  in  the  remem- 
brance of  all^  and  the  consequences  aa  well  as 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  that  attempt  need 
not  now  be  repeated.  But  the  French  Gov- 
ernment early  seized  upon  the  opportunity 
offered  by  the  British  order,  to  extend  the 
commerce  of  her  dependencies,  and  met  it  by 
the  French  ordinance  of  February,  1826.  That 
ordinance  has  recently  been  placed  on  tiie  tables 
of  all  the  members  of  this  House ;  and  its  pro- 
Tidons,  equalizing  the  dnties  on  tonnage  to 
vessels  of  all  nations  that  enter  Onadeloupo 
and  tfortiniqne^  and  imposing  a  very  low  tariff 
on  many  important  articles  of  export  fVora 
this  country  to  tiiose  islands,  are  now  familiar 
to  all 

The  present  hill  is  intended  to  reciprocate,  in 
a  friendlT  Bpmt,  tiie  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Mr.  W.  said  he  could  conceive  of  no 
objection  to  its  passage,  unless  gentlemen 
should  apprehend  that  some  important  cause, 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  prevented  any 
steps  being  taken  to  meet  Uie  ordinance,  which 
ought  still  to  prevent  any ;  or  that  the  bill  goes 
ihrther  in  its  indolgences  than  the  ordinance. 

As  to  the  first  sapposed  oljeotion,  Ur.  W. ' 
remarked,  that  he  hua  in  Us  hand  a  eommnni- 
cation  from -the  Department  of  State,  in  an- 
swer to  inquiries  by  the  committee,  and  which 
would  be  read,  if  any  member  desired  it,  as- 
rigning  'certain  reasons  for  the  delay.  It  ap- 
peared by  liiis  communication  that  the  or£- 
nance  was  presented  to  this  Government,  by 
the  resident  French  Minister,  as  early  as  June, 
1826.  It  is  stated  that  no  special  demand  was 
then  made,  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  relsr 
tion  to  it;  that  the  President  doubted  his 
power  to  meet  it  by  proclamation  under  our 
statute  of  January,  1824,  concerning  the  re- 
moval of  discriminating  duties ;  that  its  publi- 
cation was  noticed  in  some  American  news* 
piqwr,  by  the  State  Department,  soon  after  it 
was  received,  though,  Mr.  V.  a^d,  it  had  not 
been  his  fortune  to  see  it  repuUished  in  any  of 
the  Northern  commercial  papers,  or  in  those 
printed  at  the  seat  of  Goverament ;  and  that 
nothing  since  had  been  done,  or  had  puhUoiy 
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transpired,  oonoeming  the  ordinance,  till,  on  % 
resoIutioD  of  the  vi^lant  Senator  fnnn  Mary- 
land, it  was  communicated  to  this  body.  All 
know,  that,  after  having  been  thna  oommnni- 
coted,  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Commerce,  and  they  seeing  no  reason  why 
the  ordinance  should  not  be  promptly  met,  by 
a  grant  of  similar  privil^es  to  the  commerce 
of  those  islands,  had  reported  the  present  bill. 

The  committee  deemed  it  necessary  to  act 
speedily,  as  tho  long  delay  to  reciprocate  the 
measure  had  given  rise  to  a  report  which,  he 
trusted,  would  not  be  verified,  that  the  privi- 
leges,  BO  far  as  regards  American  vessel&had 
been,  or  wen  about  to  be,  withdrawn.  Tia^ 
deemed  the  trade  also  of  Kffident  importanoo 
to  this  country  to  require  early  and  sedulous 
attention  from  the  oonstitnted  antha^tfes^  in  its 
preservation  and  improvement. 

Mr.  SiLSBKE  said  that  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation received  his  approbation  in  committee, 
and  woidd  receive  the  support  of  his  vote  in 
the  Senate.  He  considerea  the  ordinance  of 
France  as  a  measure  adopted  by  that  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  own  interest,  and 
without  reference  to  the  acoommodataon  of 
other  powers.  The  decree  itself  shows  this, 
by  the  omission  in  it  of  such  provinons  as  aid 
found  in  the  acts  of  our  own,  and  every  other 
Government,  which  are  contemplated  to  be 
met  by,  or  to  depend  on,  the  aoto  of  another 
party.  It  is  a  temporary  act,  said  lb.  8.,  re- 
vokable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Ft«nch  Govern- 
ment, and  must  have  been  so  erasidered  by 
this  Government,  to  whom  it  was  not  then 
even  suggested  that  a  corresponding  act  on  our 
part  was  required  or  expected.  Ilie  supposi- 
tion that  a  knowledge  of  the  existenoe  of  this 
decree  had  been  kept  a  secret  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  Mr.  8.  said,  was  erroneous. 
Although  he  had  not  heard  of  this  decree  him- 
self, until  since  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and,  under  an  appre- 
henuon  that  its  exigence  might  not  be  genenUlj 
known,  he  had  fbrwarded  several  copies  of  it 
to  oonunercial  sections  of  the  ocnmtry,  yet  he 
did  not  do  this  with  any  expectation  of  givinc 
information  to  those  who  are  usually  engaged 
in  trade  to  those  islands,  as  he  could  not  believe 
them  to  have  been  so  l<mg  ignorant  of  it ;  for 
these  voyages  are  made  every  few  months,  and, 
if  the  rates  of  duties,  or  privil^es  of  trade, 
were  essentially  altered  by  this  decree,  no  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  a  vessel,  which  had  been  at 
those  islands  since  it  took  effect,  could  be  so 
r^ordless  of  their  interest  as  not  to  have  a  fall 
knowledge  of  it  Mr,  6.  said  that,  vvcj  soon 
after  hearing  of  this  decree,  he  found  that  it 
had  bera  published  in  several  newspwers;  one 
of  whi(^  pablicatiMis  he  had  aeen  m  a  Balti- 
more paper  Hie  believed  it  was  the  Oommetdal 
and  DaOy  Advertlaer)  of  the  Mth  of  June, 
1626,  extiveted  frmi  the  Norlblk  Beaom  of  the 
24th  June,  which  publication  was  made  over 
the  name  of  the  French  Consul,  and  gave  all 
the  partioolars  of  the  decree.  The  date  of  this 
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pnUtoation,  lb.  B.  beUered,  was  the  verj  day 
on  whieh  it  was  received  hj  oor  GoTenunent ; 
BO  that  they  oould  have  given  no  more  pnb- 
Kdtjr  to  it  than  tbej  most  have  seen  had 
already  been  done  by  an  officer  of  the  French 
Gorenmient. 

Ur.  S.  sud  he  knew  it  was  tiie  practice  of 
the  QoTemment  to  publish  oar  own  laws,  or 
those  €f  a  leading  character ;  bat  he  did  not 
know  whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  their  prao- 
tioe  to  pabliah  those  of  foreign  GoTemmente ; 
he  had,  nowever,  anderstood  that  such  was  not 
their  practice ;  at  any  rate,  it  oonld  not  hare 
been  neoessary  in  th^  eas&  seeing  that  it  had 
already  been  acme  by  an  offloer  of  the  Oorem- 
ment  from  which  the  act  had  emanated.  Ur. 
8.  add  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had 
mbwppnhended  the  amount  of  dnty  on  rice. 
In  stauag  it  to  be  7  per  cent.  Ho  would  find 
it  to  be  7  tnnoB  per  100  kilogrammes,  which  is 
eqnal  to  66{  cents  per  hnndred  weight,  or 
abont  20  to  sis  per  cent,  on  its  prime  cost ;  bnt, 
whatever  may  be  the  rates  of  daties,  they  are 
to  be  the  same  on  importations  in  onr  vessels, 
as  in  those  of  France,  which  shonld  satisfy  ns 
on  tiliis  point  [Mr.  S.  here  enumerated  the 
kind  and  amount  of  the  several  articles  export- 
ed to  these  colonies  the  last  year,  giving  an 
aggr^ate  amount  of  900,000  dollars.]  lu.  S. 
an^[«ted  to  the  Senate  (withoDt  oflmug  any 
amendment)  that  the  proviso  of  the  bm  did 
not  authorize  the  President  to  annul  it,  while 
any  one  of  t2ie  privil^s  granted  by  the  decree 
existed,  or  vlme  any  one  of  the  artides  eau- 
meratea  in  it,  were  a^itted  into  tiie  Fraaoh 
Islands. 

Hr.  WooDBCBT  remarked  that  he  bad  inad- 
▼ertently  stated  the  doty  on  rice  at  T  per  cent. 
At  7  francs  the  hundred  kilogrammes,  it  would 
amount  to  from  16  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Brahoh  r^oined,  that,  witii  the  highest 
respect  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  SiLBBKK,)  he  very  mnch  questioned  wheth- 
er the  Senator  l^mself  was  satisfied  with  the 
reasons  asrigned  for  the  snponsrion  of  Hda 
traly  important  infbnnatlfm.  For  he  now  con* 
riders  it  to  be  oor  dnty  to  pasi  the  Wl  on  your 
taUe,  and  thus  place  tJie  tnde  tiie  two  conn- 
tries  oa  the  bans  equality.  Had  the  gentle- 
man been  in  possession  of  this  infonnation  at 
the  last  sesRon,  would  he  not  have  considered 
ft  to  have  been  his  duty  to  have  advoraited  the 
passage  of  a  similar  law  then?  Most  assuredly  he 
would;  for  all  must  admit  that^  If  it  is  right 
and  neoessaiT  to  legislate  now,  it  was  eqn^ly 
BO  then.  Why,  then,  has  this  ordinance,  this 
new  tarill^  of  duties  on  the  trade  with  Gnade- 
lonpe  and  Martinique,  been  withheld  from  the 
American  Oongress  ?  Mr.  President,  the  cause 
is  bat  too  apparent   Believe  me,  sir,  the  peo- 

ge  ot  tiiis  country  are  too  intelligent  to  be 
Inded  in  tiiis  way;  a  abort  retrospect  will 
aublo  Uiem  to  understand  the  policy  and  views 
of  thoaa  at  the  head  of  onr  Government,  and 
property  to  apwedate  their  motives.  The  dis- 
dumira  was  oaioulated  to  reflect  <m  themselvee, 


and  to  throw  iheUr  own  condnet  into  ^soeffit 
Mr.  Clay  says  that  the  fVencfa  ordinanoe  wu 
published  in  some  one  or  two  of  the  newqia- 
pers  of  this  countrr  in  1826,  whicii,  hoveva, 
no  person  that  we  know  of^  or  the  coumuttcfl, 
could  find,  ever  saw,  or  can  now  find.  Admit 
it,  however,  to  be  true,  is  it  a  sufficient  rc&soo 
why  the  President  of  the  United  States  dioidd 
not  have  officially  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence to  both  Houses  of  Oongress  t  Is  this  the 
proper  course  for  the  Chi^  Magistrate  to  pv- 
sue  ?  For  an  officer,  whose  constitntioual  and 
sworn  duty  it  is  to  give  all  proper  informati<a, 
from  time  to  time,  to  tiie  Congress  of  the 
United  States  ?  Ho^  air,  this  cannot  have  beoi 
the  troe  reason  for  witluiolding  the  ftets  froa 
Oongress.  It  Is  a  mere  snbterftage,  disreputa- 
ble to  the  American  character.  Tney  have,  I7 
their  own  showing,  said  Mr.  B.,  acted  in  1 
manner  which  ments  the  aevere  reprehend 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Tazswell  would  suggest  to  the  Chti^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  (Ifr. 
'WooDBUBT,)  who  introduced  the  bill,  of  whidi 
he  entirely  approved,  whether  there  was  not 
some  hazard  that  this  bill,  in  its  present  shme, 
would  repeal  the  construction  which  the  £i- 
ecutive  had  given  to  the  law  regnlating  tbe 
commercial  intercourse  between  uiis  coantij 
and  France  herself.  The  Senate  had  seen,  bm 
a  eommunicati(ni  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretiu 
Tested  in  ih»  Treasury  Department,  on  tht 
wrival  of  some  Frendi  vessels  from  France^ 
via  Martinique,  donbta  arose  whether  tbcj 
were  to  be  r^^arded  as  coming  from  France  or 
from  Martinique.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
as  to  the  duties  to  be  piUd  in  either  case ;  Int 
the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  had  bem 
directed  to  consider  them  as  coming  ftm 
France ;  thus  placing  th^  in  the  most  favor 
able  situation.  Suppose,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  vessel 
bound  from  France  to  Martinique,  wiu  a  cargo 
of  daret,  sells,  on  her  arrival  there,  a  part  d 
her  cargo,  and  with  the  balance  urives  io  tlie 
United  States,  will  she,  if  this  bill  passes,  be 
r^arded  any  longer  as  a  vesad  from  Tnm, 
or  from  Martinique  t  Might  not  the  paiaage  01 
this  bin  be  regarded  as  confirming  mt  Execih 
tive  consbuction,  and  so  sntiject  such  ressde 
to  greater  duties  than  are  now  imposed  on  oar 
own  vessels,  under  similar  circuDwtanoes,  end 
thus  sabject  our  navigation  to  greater  lossce 
than  any  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  laB 
would  produce  ?  Mr.  T.  thought  the  bill  liad 
better  be  so  amended  as  to  gaud  agnnst 
a  possible  result. 

Mr.  SMim,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  insertmg,  in  the  fifth  line,  after  tba 
word  "idands,"  the  words  "or  of  IVanoa." 
Tbe  otiJect  of  t^is  amendment,  Mr.  S.  sud,  v« 
mparent  He  had  nndwitood  that  French  v» 
SUB  coniii^  from  France,  via  Hartiniqae  aad 
Ghiadelotipe,  have  been  aomitted  into  oor  pvtt 
on  the  terms  of  the  caavention ;  and  this  beiiv 
tbe  oaaa,  why,  aaid  h^  leave  tba  matter  to  eon* 
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■tmotion  i  Why  not  word  your  law  w  tiiat  it 
may  be  ezpreased  ?  If  the  mil  passes,  and  goes 
out  to  the  world  in  its  present  shape,  it  will  be 
considered  that  vessels  coming  here  from  the 
Prenoh  colonies,  oriffinally  from  France,  will 
be  sabject  to  alien  daties ;  and  France  will 
then  have  cause  to  complain.  Whj  not,  said 
Hr.  3.,  moke  the  matter  so  plain  as  to  be  un- 
derstood by  ererybodj  t  France,  said  he,  em- 
ploys very  fbv  colonial  vessels:  her  colonial 
trade  is  principallj  carried  on  by  vessels  com- 
ing from  old  France,  and  tonchins  at  their  ool- 
oniea  for  cargoes,  which  they  bring  to  onr 
southern  ports.  The  French  trade  is  veiy  im- 
portant to  us;  it  had  qnadmpled  Uself  slnee 
tiie  convention  was  entered  into.  That  oon- 
vention,  said  Mr.  S.,  was  veiy  odknu  to  the 
French  merchants^  particnlany  to  those  of 
Bordeaux ;  for  he  believed  himself  warranted 
in  asserting  that^  since  onr  vessels  bad  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  ports  of  France,  on  the  same 
tonnage  daties  as  French  vessels,  nine-tenths 
of  the  trade  was  in  our  hands.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
8.,  a  new  administration  has  come  into  power 
in  France ;  we  not  know  what  their  views  are ; 
bat  we  do  know  that  the  views  of  Yillele  were 
of  the  most  liberM  kind.  He  was  going  on 
^adually  to  place  the  trade  of  the  whole  worid 
on  terms  of  the  most  fair  and  perfisot  re- 
ciprocity. He  did  not  know,  as  he  bad  Just 
observed,  what  might  be  the  policy  of  the  new 
French  Ministry ;  but  the  merchants  of  Bor- 
deanz  were  using  every  exertion  to  abrogate 
the  convention.  They  say,  tliat,  linoe  it  was 
entered  into,  the  AmerioBms  monopoUn .  the 
whole  trade. 

Of  all  conntries,  said  Mr.  8.,  I  wish  to  con- 
ciliate France.  She  is  important  to  iis  in  a  po- 
Utiofll  Doint  of  view — important  to  ns  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view.  Onr  exchanges  with 
ber  are  highly  advantageoas,  as  she  takes  from 
us  onr  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  other  staples, 
and,  in  retarn,  we  get  from  ber  many  articles 
mnch  cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  Eng^ 
land.  From  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  snb- 
joct,  he  could  not  bat  hope  that  Ihis  amend- 
ment might  prendL 

Vhy,  MM  he,  leave  that  to  oonstmotion, 
which  we  can  make  express  t  Ifhy  not  make 
aar  law  soehf  that  Flnnoe  oay  be  perfectly 
satisfied  f 

Mr.  MoLa^kb  said,  that  he  was  not  very  de- 
cided in  his  objections  to  the  amendment,  bat 
he  considered  it  not  altogether  consistent  with 
the  bill,  and  rather  a  departure  from  practice ; 
and  on  those  grounds  he  shonld  he  gratified  if 
the  mover  would  withdraw  it.  The  bill  was 
not  framed  with  a  view  to  the  direct  trade ; 
and  no  provision  that  they  could  insert  would 
affect  the  convention  between  this  country  and 
France.  The  bill  is  solely  applied  to  the  regu- 
h^on  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  arrangemeat 
which  was  to  be  made  by  this  amendment  in 
iwlation  to  the  direct  trade,  was,  he  oonsidered, 
nttUd  by  treaty.  Whether  vessels  coming 
from  France,  and  ttmchiiig  at  the  oolo&iet, 


AokM  be  admitted  here,  waa  not  the  qnesdm 
under  discmrion.  The  Govemmmt  has  already 
decided  that  thtir  oonstmotioa  ot  the  conven- 
tion is  favorable  to  their  admission.  On  that 
subject,  therefore,  nothing  could  be  d<Mie,  and 
nothing  was  needed.  It  was  already  settled 
by  treaty.  If  the  French  have  this  right,  Oon- 
gresB  could  not  prevent  it  If  they  have  not, 
it  ought  not  to  be  ^ven  to  them,  and  Congress 
ought  not  to  interfere.  Suppose  that  France 
were  to  put  a  different  construction  on  the  con- 
vention to-morrow,  by  which  this  privilege, 
granted  to  them  by  onr  Oovemment,  should  b« 
denied  to  ns  in  r^uml  We  slwiud  then  be 
bound  by  our  law.  We  oonld  not  then  control 
any  unexpected  act  of  the  B^enoh  Gov«rmn«itL 
because  we  diould  have  tied  up  flia  hands  of 
onr  Exeontive  by  tills  bilL  M  preeeoat,  th« 
ocHutmction  of  the  oonventifHi  by  onr  Oovem* 
ment,  was,  that,  if  a  vess^  leavea  part  of  hw 
cargo  at  the  islands,  she  may  come  here  irXth 
the  remunder,  and  her  voyage  is  not  consid- 
ered as  broken.  Bat,  if  she  takes  in  a  new 
cargo,  her  voyage  is  broken,  and  she  is  not 
allowed  to  come  here  under  the  terms  of  the 
convention.  I^  however,  the  amendment  were 
to  be  adopted,  she  may  do  so.  Hence,  the  pro* 
visions  of  this  bill,  so  amended,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  terms  on  which  the  direct  trade 
has  been  settled  betwew  the  two  countries. 
He,  Mr.  MoEj.,  thought  it  woidd  be  vnwiae  to 
do  this.  We  were  proeeedin^  gradually  in  the 
adjnstment  of  onr  trade  with  France,  iritit 
whom  we  now  have  a  fur  understanding.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  nothing  ought' to  be 
done  which  would  confoee  or  interfere  witii 
that  perfect  arrangeraent  of  the  Interoonrse  on 
fair  and  reclpnmU  principles.  These  wwe 
briefly  the  views  which  induced  him  to  wldi 
that  Uie  amendment  nngbt  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SiLSBBB  said  that  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  not  only  fhlly  reciprocated  ul 
that  was  granted  by  the  French  decree,  but 
went  even  a  little  fhrther.  That  deoree  did  not 
permit  the  importataon  into  Martinique  and 
Ouadelonpe,  of  all  ow  prodneta,  bat  an  enn- 
merated  ust  of  them,  nrom  whudi  floor  and 
some  other  artides  were  excluded;  whereaa 
the  bill  now  under  conridwation  permits  the 
importation  into  Uiis  country,  from  those  colo- 
nies,  of  any  and  all  their  produce  which  may 
he  permitted  to  be  brought  here  from  tiienoe^ 
in  Uieir  vessels.  The  amendofent  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maryland  will  authorize  the  importa- 
tion from  thence,  of  any  of  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  France  which  may  have  been 
previoDsIy  deposited  there,  which  will  be  ^v- 
mg  to  these  colonies,  and  without  equivalent, 
greater  privileges  tlum  are  enjoyed  either  by 
France  or  Englsnd,  under  the  easting  treaties 
with  them.  The  produoe  of  these  Frwioh  wAo- 
nies  cannot  be  imported  into  this  eooatry  frwn 
France,  yet^  if  this  amendment  prevalu,  the 
prodnce  and  manufactures  of  Fnmoe  msy  be 
imported  from  these  colonies ;  this  waa.  Mi.  8, 
beuevedi  what  nsrer  had  beea  done  bj  tUs- 
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Govenunent,  except  under  treaty  stipolatirai 
and  for  a  fair  equivalent.  Kr.  S.  said,  that  be 
bad  nnderstood  that  oar  trade  with  France  was 
pTohablr  now  the  subject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  GoTemments ;  and,  said  Mr.  8., 
woold  it  be  wise  or  sonnd  policy  to'interpose  a 
measure  like  this,  and  thereby  derange  the 
progress  of  negotiations !  It  has  jnst  been  said 
that  a  leading  object  witb  France,  in  her  trade 
with  this  conutry,  is  to  get  her  prodnoe  uid 
numo&otares  into  this  country,  on  &Torable 
termi:  if  this  be  the  case,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment would  pre  to  the  fVench  (joremment  a 
aeat  adTantase  in  n^oUations  which  mvr  now 
be  pending;  It  might  give  to  France  all  that 
ahe  wanted.  And  it  was  certainly  bad  policy, 
when  we  were  endeavoring  to  m^e  an  advan- 
tageous arrangement,  to  make  such  an  offer  in 
advance,  without  knowing  whether  any  equiva- 
lent would  be  received  for  it  France  may 
Bay,  we  have  already  a  right  of  introducing  our 
produce  and  manufactures  into  the  United 
States,  through  the  colonies,  and  therefore  do 
not  wish  to  negotiate  on  that  subject  the 
possibility  of  interrupting  an  arrangement 
which  could  be  made  so  much  more  satisbcto- 
lily  by  treaty  than  by  legislation,  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

}ix.  JoHmrov,  of  Lonifdana,  aaid  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  unne- 
eessaiy^  and  is  confounding  two  things,  which 
are  entirely  distinct  in  their  nature.  The  bill 
was  carefiuly  prepared  by  the  committee,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  whole  sat^eet,  and 
it  embraces  every  thin^  proper  to  meet  tJbo 
terms  of  the  Frentxh  ordinance. 

The  direct  trade  between  this  country  and 
France  is  regulated  by  a  convention,  and  it  has 
been  settled  that  the  vessels  of  either  may 
touch  at  any  colonial  or  fordgn  port  for  infor- 
mation, without  a  deviation  from  the  direct 
voyage.  But,  if  a  French  veaiel  touches  at  the 
oouime^  and  breaks  bulk,  it  la  a  devlatim,  be- 
cause the  Frendi  odonies  are  exdnded  from 
the  operation  of  the  convention ;  but  this  trade 
wiU  fall  within  the  operation  of  tills  bill  It 
ii,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  connect  what 
fmjpedf  bekoigs  to  the  construction  of  the 
convention,  with  the  regulations  of  the  colo- 
nial trade. 

This  ordinance  is  temporary  in  its  character 
— ^it  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign ; 
and  we  have  had  no  evidence  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  There  can  be  no  in- 
di^odtion  in  this  Grovemment  to  reciprocate 
the  terms  of  it  But  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  is  entir^  mistaken  in  his  views  of 
IVanoe,  in  pasring  this  regulation.  Navigation 
is  not  uw  olject  of  France.  Bbe  knows  that 
■he  cannot  contend  with  na.  It  is  trade — the 
nchange  of  lurodaotioaa,  to  which  ahe  looks. 
The  gentleman  says  we  nave  nine-tenths  of  the 
carriruig  trade  since  the  operation  of  the  con- 
vention ;  and  then  saySj  France  had  the  inter- 
est of  her  navigation  in  view,  in  passing  the 
drdinanoei  -wbam  ia  to  'eqaaliae  the  datifli.  It 
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is  feme,  as  the  gentieman  says — ^the  trade  has 
vastly  increased ;  and  it  is  this  inoreanng  trade 
— ^not  navigation — that  induced  her  to  promul- 
gate this  ordinance.  France,  feeling  that  we 
nave  wme  adrant^es  in  navigation,  requires 
of  us  other  commercial  advantages,  as  an 
equivalent ;  and  now  the  gentieman  urges  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  an  object  of  great  im- 
portance, to  conciliate  the  shipping  interest  oi 
France.  Sir,  France  wants  our  markets.  Bar 
ol^ect  is.  to  get  fivm  ns  what  she  wants,  in  ez- 
diange  for  fraat  ahe  can  ^ve  na.  She  knowa^ 
that  the  moment  tiie  dntlee  are  eqnaUzed,  our 
national  advantages  will  pve  na  toe  oanyin^ 
She  finds  her  advantage  and  her  equivalent  m 
the  valoable  and  increaring  trade.  The  shi^ 
ping  interest  will  not  be  conciliated  by  this 
bill.  Wbat  can  they  anticipate  from  the  oper- 
ation of  a  principle  which  the  gentleman  aays 
they  are  d&satisned  with,  and  which,  he  aAaa, 
gives  ns  nine-tenths  of  the  carrying  trade  ? 

Mr.  Sinrn,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  the  gentie- 
man would  denst,  he  would  withdraw  hia 
amendment 

Mr.  HxTia  s^  he  shoold  suppose  that  Uta 
very  fact  of  onr  being  about  to  pass  this  lev 
now,  famiBhed  a  snffic^nt  reason  why  wo 
should  have  passed  it  a  yesr  ago,  if  we  had 
then  possessed  the  iofarmatitm  we  have  now. 
The  gentleman  from  Loulriana  says,  that  the 
French  Government,  in  issuing  this  ordinance, 
bad  acted  with  regard  only  to  its  own  inter- 
ests ;  but,  said  Mr.  H.,  can  there  be  a  doubt 
that  the  duties  on  American  produce,  carried 
into  the  French  istands  in  American  vessela, 
have  been  reduced  in  a  manner  highly  favor- 
able to  ns !  Can  it  be  doubted,  that  such  re- 
duction of'  duties  on  American  tonnage  was 
calculated  to  benefit  the  American  farmer  and 
ship-owner?  And,  farther,  can  there  be  a 
doubt,  if  we  do  not  ledproeate,  tiiat  we  will 
be  holding  ont  an  inducement  to  the  XVensh 
Government  to  lesdnd  the  ordinance!  Ho 
must  say,  that  it  was  unfortunate— he  would 
use  no  harsher  term,  in  this  debate,  than  unfor- 
tunate — that  this  matter  had  not  been  laid  be- 
fore Congress  by  the  Executive  and  that  a  bill, 
meeting  the  liberal  vieirs  of  the  IVench  Gov- 
ernment, had  not  been  passed  a  year  ago.  He 
took  it  to  be  the  tsue,  be  might  say,  the  settled 
policy  of  this  country  to  reciprocate  every  aet 
of  foreign  Governments,  which  had  a  tendeocy 
to  put  our  commercial  intercourse  on  a  more 
liberal  footing.  This  we  had  done,.in  some  in- 
stances, by  treaties,  and  in  others  by  legisla- 
tion. Be  took  it  for  granted  that  the  French 
Government,  in  issuing  this  ordinance,  had 
been  influenced  by  a  doe  legaid  to  their  own 
interests,  but  it  by  no  means  followed  fhtt 
they  would  adhere  to  the  policy  of  impoong 
low  duties  on  our  produce,  if  we  persevered  ia 
imposing  high  duties  upon  theirs.  There  was 
ne  fact  In  this  case  to  show  (as  the  eentiemaa 

I from  Louisiana  bad  contended)  that  the  Frendi 
ordinance  was  merely  tempOTary,  or  that  it 
was  not  expected  <^  us  to  re<^>rocate  it.  If  ifc 
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has  continiied  unre|>ealed  to  this  day,  notwith- 
Btandin^  our  omission  to  take  the  smallest  no- 
tice of  it,  ve  might  weQ  n^g^ard  it  as  a  penaa- 
nmt  regolatioD ;  bnt  if  it  had  been  temporarj, 
the  reason  would  only  be  atroigiliened,  why 
we  should  liare  reciprocated  it  vithoat  delaj. 

JSx.  Tazbwsll  said  he  shotdd  not  vote  for 
this  bill,  bat  for  the  proviso  which  it  contained. 
This  woold  enable  the  Executive  to  meet  the 
contmgency  of  the  French  Government  repeal- 
ing its  ordinance.  He  had  information,  upon 
which  he  entirely  relied,  that,  at  this  very  mo- 
ment, such  a  contingency  had  probably  oc- 
corred.  Shonld  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  it 
was  necessary  that  onr  r^nlations  should  oon- 
fonn  to  those  established  by  France  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject ;  and  the  power  to  produce 
sooh  a  omiformity  on  onr  put,  was  pven  to 
the  Executive  by  this  proviso. 

The  evmt,,  which  the  intelligoioe  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  rendered  so  probab^  (a  change  of 
the  fotiay  of  France  ^nce  the  promulgation  of 
this  ordinance,)  had  occa^oned  him  to  reflect 
upon  the  causes  which  might  have  contributed 
to  its  production ;  and  amongst  these  causes  he 
could  see  none  so  probable,  as  the  inattention 
of  the  United  States  daring  bo  long  a  period, 
to  meet  the  overtures  made  to  as  by  Fnmee  in 
tliis  ordinance.  The  histoir  of  the  traiuaotifHi, 
as  he  understood  it,  was  this : 

la  the  summer  of  1828,  Oreat  Britain,  not 
having  condaded  any  satin^ory  arrangement 
with  wa  United  States  in  relation  to  her  colo- 
nial trade,  passed  a  law,  whereby  the  ports  of 
her  ooloi^  were  dosed,  after  a  cerUdn  day,  to 
any  nation  who  did  not  reciprocate  with  her 
the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  opening  them 
to  any  nation  who  should  do  so.  The  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  dthough  in  posses- 
sion of  this  act  of  Parliament,  failed  to  submit 
it  to  Oongress,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  time  limited  by  the 
act  expired  without  any  redprocal  aid  being 
passed  by  ns.  Great  Britun  then  finding  her- 
self in  a  different  situation  from  that  which  she 
had  before  occupied  in  rdaljon  to  the  United 
St^es^  gavd  effect  to  her  own  statute,  and  her 
West  Inman  ports  were  ao  dosed  to  the  vessds 
of  the  United  States. 

Stance  acted  with  more  ^scanlicak ;  and,  in 
7e1»iur7,  16S6,  adopted  this  ordinance,  by 
wUdi  the  ftitiui  act  of  Parliament  is  reapro- 
eated  b^  lier.  The  effect  of  this  wdinance, 
however,  is,  to  open  the  ports  therein  men- 
tioned to  the  vessels  of  any  nation.  The 
United  States,  therefore,  might  have  entitled 
themselves  to  its  benefits  as  well  as  any  other 
power.  To  enable,  as  well  as  to  induce  them 
to  do  so,  in  June,  1826,  the  Baron  de  Kareuil, 
the  French  IGnister  at  Washington,  communi- 
cated this  ordinance  to  our  Government.  The 
lUnister,  afterwards,  expreued  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State  a  wish,  which  the  Ghairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  has  read  from  the  de- 
Bpatoh  omtainbig  it,  that  the  liberal  provisions 
<tf  this  ordinance  ahould  be  redprooated  by  us. 


[Sesatx. 


Mr.  Kaoon  said  that  the  pablication  of  the 
French  ordinance  at  Norfolk  and  at  Baltimore 
did  not  give  it  that  credit  to  which  it  would 
have  beoi  entitied  had  it  been  pnUished  here, 
in  papers  which  have  extensive  eiroulatuHi, 
ana  whidi  are  auOiorixed  to  puMith  tlie  iawa 
of  the  United  States ;  especially  bad  it  been 
sdd  that  the  Information  was  communicated  by 
the  Department  of  State.  It  was  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  ol>sGarity  of  the  papers  in 
which  it  was  published,  rendered  the  informa- 
tion doubtful. 

[The  question  being  then  taken  on  engross- 
ing the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  next  day  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  iSma^  psssed,  and  sent 
to  the  Honse.] 
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ment  still  pending. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Eentud:y,  said  that  nothing 
bnt  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
Bohjeot  now  before  them,  could  justify  him  in 
occupying  the  time  of  the  Senate,  after  the 
luminous  remarks  of  the  Senator  who  intro- 
duced the  bin,  (Mr.  BentonJ  and  others  who 
have  so  ably  sapported  it.  The  great  object  of 
l^islaUon  is  the  happiness  of  the  people:  and 
a  measure  calcnlatea  to  give  emy  nun  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  without  diminishing  the  ro- 
Bonrees  of  his  neighbor,  should  find  an  advo- 
cate in  every  patriot  and  philanthropist  It  Is 
a  measure,  add  Ifr.  J.,  which  is  cdonlated  to 
strengthen  the  sentiment  which  unites  the  citi- 
zen  to  his  Government  and  to  his  country. 
The  interest  wludi  it  invdves  is  not  merely 
locaL  The  most  needy  ftom  every  State  in  the 
Union  will  ei^oy  its  benefits;  and  my  own 
constituents  being  contiguous  to  the  States  and 
Territories  in  which  toese  lands  lie,  have  a 
ddm  on  my  efforts  to  advocate  the  measnre. 
It  is  not  from  a  desire  to  be  heard,  for  it  is 
with  great  reluctance  that  I  venture  to  tax 
your  patience,  but  it  is  in  the  disdiarge  (tf  that 
claim  that  I  presume  to  give  my  views ;  not  in 
detail,  bnt  in  some  gmml  remarks,  wMdi  I 
h<n>e  may  Iw  fbe  leas  te^ous  upon  a  suljeot  so 
exhausted,  and  yet  so  inexhaustible. 

If  I  mistake  not,  about  eight  States  and  Ter- 
ritories have  memorialized  Congress,  by  thdr 
Legislatures,  upon  the  sutiject  of  this  gradua- 
tion in  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and,  in 
addition  to  tnose,  numerous  petitions  have  been 
presented  from  the  citizens  of  severd  of  these 
States,  calling  for  the  same  measure.  The  deep 
solicitude  thus  manifested  by  so  respectable  a 
portion  of  this  Coufederacy,  calls  for  a  rigid 
mvestigation  of  the  subject  The  interest 
which  this  proportion  has  exdted,  is  frma 
facie  evidence  of  its  correctness.  I  am  aware 
that  it  has  bem  imputed  to  selfishness  on  the 
part  ai  the  new  States  and  Territories,  There 
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is  scarcely  a  measure  of  the  Government,  hov- 
ever  national  in  its  character,  but  what  is  more 
immediately  interesting  to  one  partioolar  sec- 
tion of  the  country  than  to  another ;  and  the 
diarge  of  selfishneas  would  lie  with  equal  pro- 
priety against  that  section.  If  a  harbor  is 
rortifled,  or  even  a  light-house  erected^  the 
Ticioity  of  its  location  is  more  immediately 
benefited  by  it,  thm  plaoes  remote  from  its 
MtaUishment ;  yet  the  measure  is  natiraial, 
and  no  person  envies  the  neighborhood  that  re- 
eelres  more  immediate  benefit,  nor  charges  its 
B^resentative  with  selfishness  in  advocating 
the  measure.  Upon  the  most  thorough  inves- 
tasation  which  I  nave  been  able  to  give  of  this 
subject ;  in  viewing  its  bearings  upon  the 
whole  country ;  in  regarding  its  intrinsio  mer- 
its, and  the  universal  division  of  its  benefits,  I 
am  compelled  to  pronounce  it  a  national  meas- 
ure, divested  of  the  oharactef  of  selfishness. 

This  Government,  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  has  been  the  proprietor  of  extenisve  do- 
muns ;  and  during  the  same  period,  these  do- 
mains have  ev»y  year  ocon^ed  much  of  the 
time  of  OongressL  For  the  ^qiosal  d  these 
lands,  Coogress  hav^  at  difibrent  times,  ad(^ 
ed  three  dmwent  systems.  The  first  exposed 
the  lands  to  sale  for  one  dollar  per  acre,  pay- 
able in  c^tiflcates  of  stock  of  the  national 
debt  This  system  continued  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  was  abandoned.  It  had  been  re- 
sorted to  as  a  convenient  method  of  sinking 
the  national  debt,  but  proved  abortive.  The 
next  system  was  that  of  credit  The  minimum 
price  was  fixed  at  two  dollars  per  acre ;  and, 
on  the  payment  of  one-fourth  of  the  purdiase- 
money,  a  credit  was  gjven  upon  the  residuary 
of  two^  three,  and  four  years,  without  interest, 
and  extended  to  five  years  with  interest  Un- 
der this  system  debts  were  incurred  by  individ- 
naU  to  the  Govenunent,  which  increased  from 
year  to  year,  till  they  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous  sum  m  twenty  millions  of  dtdlars.  It 
was  then  perfectly  obvious  that  the  payment  of 
this  large  amount  within  five  years,  was  utterly 
impossible ;  and  an  attempt  to  enforce  it  wonld 
mm  thousands  of  families  of  the  most  merito- 
rious, because  the  most  industrious  and  enter- 
pri^g  of  our  citizens,  and  without  benefiting 
the  public.  Belief  was  very  properly  pro- 
vided, by  permitting  each  one  to  retain  what 
be  had  actually  paid  for,  and  relinquish  the  re- 
mainder. The  defects  of  the  syst^  haviiw 
been  Ihns  demonstrated,  it  was  aband(me£ 
Hw  present  mtem  was  then  adopted,  which 
rednces  the  mfnimnm  {vice  of  the  pnblio  lands 
to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
and  requires  the  money  to  be  paid  in  hand. 
The  operation  of  this  OTstem,  thoa^  more 
beneficial  than  «ther  of  the  others,  is  still  de- 
fective. It  leaves  many  families  destitute  of  a 
homo,  because,  without  land  on  which  to  raise 
the  means,  they  are  unable  to  parchase  at  the 
present  rate,  while  so  many  ndllions  of  aoree 
lie  waste,  invitina  them  to  labor,  and  promis- 
iig  them  aa  anfw  reward. 


The  bill  before  ns  proposes  so  to  graduate  the 
price,  as  to  reduce  it  after  next  Kovember  to 
one  dollar  per  acre  ;  after  a  lapse  of  two  years 
from  that  time,  to  seventy-five  cents :  and  thus 
continuing  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  cents 
every  two  years,  till  it  shall  sink  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  arae ;  and  th«i  to  give  to  the  actual 
settler  the  privily  of  ponuutring  a  quarter 
8e(^<m  of  <Hie  bandied  and  nx^  aere*  for 
elf^ht  dollara.  After  this,  it  prepoeei  to  nlia- 

n*i  the  remainder  to  the  State  in  which  it 
lie. 

About  140,000,000  of  araes  of  publie  lands 
have  been  surveyed  and  offered  at  pnblio  ade. 
About  20,000,000  of  acres  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  about  the  same  quantity  has  been 
^ipropriated  to  miUtary  bounties,  benevolent 
iustitutions,  and  purposes  of  education;  leav- 
ing 100,000,000  now  in  the  market,  eoual  to 
about  sixty  acres  to  every  family  in  the  United 
States.  Some  of  these  lands  have  been  In  the 
market  forty  years ;  some  twenty,  and  all  for 
several  years.  During  tiiis  Iqwe  of  time,  eveigr 
purchaser  has  made  bis  selection  of  tb»  ibogt 
valuable  tracts ;  and  what  now  remain  ire  tin 
cnllti^  of  tiie  orig^al  domuns,  the  whoSe  of 
which  have  been  offered  at  pnUio  sale,  and 
from  which  foor-tenths  have  hem  taken  hj 
cboioe  of  the  purchasers.  The  public  having 
thus  received  the  advantage  whicn  the  fertility 
of  select  ^rtions  of  public  lands  could  afford, 
and  intUviduals  able  to  purchase,  having  noade 
their  selection,  the  sales  are  become  sln^ish  on 
account  of  the  reftue  being  held  at  the  same 
price.  The  proposition  is  now  to  graduate  the 
price  of  the  refuse  lands  according  to  th«r 
value,  and  the  ability  of  the  less  opiden^ 
thon^  not  less  meritorious  citizen,  to  provide 
fox  himself  and  fionily  a  home  ai  ft  soppwi. 

We  have  a  virtnoaa  and  indnstrioos  pmnla- 
tiflsi  amcmg  na,  who  are  williog  to  ooravato 
these  land^  if  th^  vaj  be  permitted  to  catt 
their  labors  their  own ;  and  if  the  wealth  and 
reeouroes  of  the  nation  in  any  degree  consist  in 
the  improvements  of  the  counti^,  omlj  speak 
the  word,  and  they  will  raise  tiie  nation  to 
opulence  unexampled.  The  forest  will  bow  to 
the  husbandman,  and  your  wilderness  wiQ 
smile  like  Eden.  Their  habits  urge  than  to 
the  work,  and  a  waste  domain,  almost  bound- 
less. Invites  them  to  its  banquet  The  laborii^ 
poor,  in  a  country  like  ours,  constitute  tb* 
strength  and  f^ory  of  tiie  nati<»u  We  most 
aocanmodate  onr  measures  to  the  peculiar  ge- 
nius of  oar  <dtkena,  and  not  fdlow  the  |Kd- 
Inted  fbotsteps  of  den>otie  Goveramenti.  It 
is  not  with  us  as  with  them,  wbere  tbe  poor 
may  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  opon  tbe  lord 
of  the  manor,  and  bow  submissively  to  liis 
pleasure,  because  he  gives  him  leave  to  toil. 
An  American  may  be  poor,  but  he  cannot  be 
servile.  He  may  be  without  property,  but  yaa 
cannot  deprive  him  of  his  Independenoe.  we 
have  too  long  followed  bad  example,  in  • 
course  calcul^ed  to  break  his  ^int,  if  the 
spirit  of  an  Amwioan  coold  be  brokflii.  We 
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have  seen  him  immored  in  priscn  for  hia  mia- 
forttme ;  but  the  barbarous  practice  has  otlj 
demoDstrated  l^e  propoution,  that  an  Ameri- 
can soul  is  above  degradatioo.  Place  him  in 
the  most  abject  circomstuices,  and  he  will  still 
be  your  equal,  and  make  the  consciousness  of 
it  reciprocal  We  have  no  mooejed  aristoc- 
racy in  our  country ;  and  the  perpetoal  revolu- 
tion of  property,  where  entailments  are  not 
tolerated,  is  a  certun  pledge  that  we  never 
sh^  Tha  poor  of  one  geaimt&oa  tre  the  rich 
of  the  next  gentfation.  Families  wuc  and 
wane  aa  certain  u  tlw  moon.  It  thai  beo(Hnes 
the  interest  of  every  person  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  of  the  ^oor.  In  so  ^ing,  the  most 
opulent  are  providing  for  their  own  posterity ; 
and  while  we  retain  affection  for  our  offspring, 
we  shall  glory  in  the  idea  that  poverty  cannot 
degrade.  It  ia  a  oertun  guarantee  for  their  in- 
dependence, under  eveir  reverse  of  fortune. 
If  God,  the  poor  man's  friend,  has  given  him  a 
noble  miod,  and  placed  him  in  oiroumatancea 
under  which  its  independence  cannot  be  bro- 
ken, the  same  beneficent  Providence  has  pro- 
vided us  the  means  of  making  him  h^pj,  by 
the  same  act  which  will  at  onoe  g^ve  streo^ 
and  riches  to  (lie  nation.  Adopt  the  measore 
now  i^oposed,  and  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
Union  so  poor  but  that  be  may  culdvate  his 
own  land,  and  plant  bis  family  upon  his  own 
domaio. 

The  most  inflexible  virtue  is  found  among 
the  most  penurions  of  our  citizens.  When 
luxury  has  enervated  both  the  physical  and 
moral  powers  of  the  volnptnary;  when  our 
cities  become  the  nurseries  of  corruption,  vir- 
tue will  still  find  a  welcome  abode  in  the  hearts 
of  our  industrious  yeomanry.  On  them  de- 
pend the  iot^rity  of  our  Government  and  the 
permanency  of  our  institutions.  Polloy  and 
joatice  unite  in  ijleading  th^  oaase.  Thej 
oonstibite  a  barrur  agunsfr  foreign,  invaders 
and  domestic  uaaipenL  alike  fwnddaUe  to 
both.  In  aristooratui  Governments,  tiie  noMl- 
itymost  be  provided  for;  and  when  a  com- 
moner is  ennobled,  an  estate  is  settled  upon  the 
title  to  support  its  dignity.  Here,  every  Amer- 
ican is  a  noblemuL  Every  man  u  bom  a  peer. 
His  nobility  is  more  permanent  than  wealth. 
It  consists  of  independence  of  mind ;  and,  to 
support  his  dignity,  ia  only  to  imaintun  that  in- 
dependence. Place  wiUiin  his  power  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  propriety  in  that  land 
which  his  own  honest  hands  will  cultivate,  he 
asks  no  greater  wealth  than  what  his  industry 
will  acquire.  His  residence  will  be  perma- 
nently fixed.  Wa  attaduneat  to  his  oountry 
will  be  strenf^ened.  Bm  temvtatifms  to  vice 
will  be  fewer  and  weaker.  Be  will  foel  it 
more  his  interest  to  be  a  patriotic  citizen  and  a 
useful  man.  He  will  develop  the  latent  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  disclose  ample 
stores  of  treasures  before  concealed.  His  fam- 
ily will  be  happy,  and  his  children  will  rise  to 
indascry  and  virtue.  If  we  expect  to  Barvive 
our  liberties,  we  may  indeed  reserve  onr  pubUo 


domuns  for  the  endowment  of  fiiture  dulcA* 
doms ;  but,  for  myself^  I  make  no  calculation 
for  such  an  event;  and,  except  for  such  aa 
event,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  tne  olneot  of  re- 
tainii^  these  lands.  If  we  expect  future  gen- 
erations to  enjoy  them,  the  present  generation 
are  willing  to  improve  them  for  the  foture,'  I 
would  now  ask,  can  the  Government  make  a 
better  disposition  of  them!  U  we  deuxe  an 
increase  of  national  wealth,  this  measure  inUl 
sain  it  in  the  highest  dwree.  If  we  would 
uoreaae  the  happiness  of  t£e  notion,  this  meos- 
ore  will  carry  felicity  into  the  ftmilies  of  thou- 
sands. If  we  could  strengthen  that  patriotism 
which  Americans  already  feel  above  any  other 
people,  this  measure  will  effect  the  ol^ect. 
While  every  man,  under  his  own  vine  and  fig^ 
tree,  will  e^joy  tiie  fruit  of  his  labor,  you  wul 
scarcely  find  a  fugitive  in  onr  oountry.  If  na- 
tional strength  is  an  object,  experience  proves, 
that,  where  a  propriety  in  the  soil  la  combined 
with  all  the  oharms  ot  liberty,  ft  pet^de  will 
prove  nneonqnerable. 

We  have  now,  west  the  All^hany  moun- 
tains, a  population  of  about  8,000,000  inhab- 
itants, and  t^eir  oharaoter  for  even*  excellence 
tiisX  oon  grace  a  firee  and  indq>aiaent  people, 
may  challenge  a  oompnison  witit  any  equal 
population  on  the  fooe  of  the  whole  earth.  It 
Is  chiefly  composed  of  emigrants  from  the  old 
States,  brinf^ng  with  them  all  the  virtues  of 
their  fathers  and  their  brethren,  and  remaining 
nncontaminated  by  the  effeminacy  of  luxury  or 
the  splendors  of  wealth.  In  the  late  war  they 
proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors, 
and  of  the  country  which  they  so  Mllontiy  de- 
fended ;  and  they  are  this  day,  as  I  trust  they 
will  long  remain,  an  example  of  the  blessings 
of  that  4tate  in  which  each  man  ia  the  proprie* 
tor  of  the  spot  which  he  inhabits.  Give  the 
fsoilities  which  thia  mMsnre  provider  and  yon 
will  perpetuate  these  UaadinB.  lilor  oan  I 
oonoeive  a  rewoo  wl^  we  riiould  reftise,  unlen 
it  is  that  the  wildemeas  nuy  renudn  a  wilder- 
ness, and  its  latent  treasure  undisclosed. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  measure  will  in- 
duce  emigration  from  the  older  States.  On 
thia  point  I  would  ask  the  father,  with  his  fifty 
acres  coaverted  into  a  garden  for  the  comforta- 
ble support  of  a  numerous  fiunily,  if  he  would 
wish  to  confine  all  his  children  to  bis  own  little 
spot,  by  depriving  them  of  soperiin:  advantages 
in  anotiier  State  ?  Would  he  not  rather  have 
a  prospect  of  independence  before  them  ?  The 
evils  of  emigration  are  ideal.  Its  evils  have 
never  yet  appeared ;  nc»:  have  its  ideal  evils 
been  &flned.  I  would  ask  any  gentleman  to 
P^t  Uiem  out ;  to  put  hia  fouer  on  the  nap 
and  muk  the  place,  either  in  the  (dd  State  or 
in  the  new,  which  has  been  injured  by  emigra- 
tion. Man  is  naturally  inclined  to  cleave  to 
the  spot  which  gave  him  birUi,  till  he  can  im- 
prove his  oondimm  1^  changing  it ;  and,  when 
emigration  will  increase  his  happiness,  it  is  an 
advantage  and  not  an  Inlury.  As  the  popnla* 
tioa  of  Uie  Did  States  mnUiiiliea,  they  who  can* . 
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not  procure  a  oomfortable  settlement  at  home, 
find  it  in  the  new.  A  population,  which  wonld 
otherwise  become  penonons  and  fogitive,  are 
settled  in  the  eqjojment  of  oompetencj;  and 
thus  the  tide  of  emigration  becomes  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  old  States  as  to  the  emigrants  them- 
selves.  It  also  strengthens  the  interest  which 
each  section  of  the  Union  feels  for  the  pros- 
p«it7  of  tJie  wtiole.  It  perpetoates  the  ties  of 
oonsanguQity ;  a  pledge  of  onion  that  will  re- 
main seoore,  when  dashing  iutarests  and  dis- 
oordaot  pasnons  mi^t  otherwise  tJireaten  its 
dissolution. 

In  every  old  State  there  will  be  a  kind  of 
fioatiog  popnlstion,  depr^sed  by  misfortune, 
without  a  home,  and  withont  employment. 
"Hanj  of  these  seek  a  snbsistence  in  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  many  become  vagabonds  in  a 
land  of  freedom  and  plenty.  For  this  crying 
evil  the  measure  before  ns  provides  a  happy 
remedy.  If  yon  prefer  for  your  posterity  the 
Ufe  of  tjie  independent  fanner  to  that  of  the 
ftigitlve  and  the  vagabond,  or  to  that  of  the 
private  soldier  or  the  sailor,  adopt  this  meas- 
nre,  and  yon  place  the  Ibrtone  of  Indnstry 
wiUiin  his  reach. 

It  has  been  otjeoted  that  a  lednctlon  of  the 
pHce  will  encourage  speculation;  that. capital- 
ists will  monopolize  immense  domains,  to  the 
ezolaBi{»i  ot  the  indnstrions  poor.  This  objec- 
tion has  been  so  ably  considered,  and  so  con- 
clusively answered  by  the  Senator  from  HH- 
Dois,  (Mr.  Eanb,)  that  I  need  not  dwell  npon 
it.  His  argnments  most,  I  think,  have  carried 
conviction  to  every  dispassionate  mind  where 
donbts  were  before  entertained.  The  defeat  of 
ffpeculators  in  the  military  bounty  lands  to  sol- 
diers of  the  last  war,  will  admonish  capitalists 
to  beware  of  such  speculations.  Even  if  a 
wealthy  speculator  should  venture  to  purchase 
many  thousands  of  acre&  he  could  not  hold 
Aem  up  at  an  advanced  price,  because  pur- 
ehasera  oonld  procure  what  they  wanted  of  tiie 
pnblio,  npon  terms  as  favorable  as  his  original 
puTchasej  and  before  he  conld  turn  them  to 
any  oonsidflntble  aoconnt,  the  interest  of  the 
purchase-money,  and  the  annual  taxes,  wonld 
double  their  original  cost;  and  when  no  entail- 
ments exist,  when  no  primt^eniture  rights  are 
Teo(^ized  by  our  laws,  they  would  be  so  sub- 
divided by  descent  among  his  heirs,  before  any 
considerable  appreciation  of  their  value  would 
nve  him  an  nndne  ascendency,  that  no  poeedble 
S^nry  oonld  arise. 

The  principal  objection,  and  I  presnme  the 
toAj  w^^ty  oljeetion  ui  the  muds  of  the 
gmtlemai  to  the  measnre^  is  that  of  its  bear* 
ing  npon  the  fin&nees  of  the  country.  On  this 
pmnt,  the  estimate  set  upon  our  public  lands  is 
prov«i,  by  actual  demonstration,  to  be  entirely 
nUaciouB.  The  statements  of  the  Senator  from 
Hissonri,  (Ur,  Bbnton,)  who  has  g^ven  such  a 
lucid  and  unanswerable  expontion  of  this  sub- 
ject, are  calculated  to  remove  this  deludon. 
What,  I  wonld  ask,  have  the  sales  of  those 
lands  done  for  our  piablio  oofiers  t  They  wwe 


set  apart  fo^  the  payment  of  the  public  debL 
and  their  whole  net  proceeds  have  not  paid 
one-tontli  part  of  the  interest  <tf  the  national 
debt,  from  the  commencement  of  their  sales  to 
the  present  day.  The  gross  amount  (tf  recdpts 
into  the  Treasury,  for  sales  of  public  lands, 
within  forty  years,  is  about  86,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  expenses  of  surveys,  salea,  and 
contingendes  of  various  kinds,  kava  exceeded 
80,000,000  doHars,  80  that  the  whole  net  fso- 
ceeds  are  less  than  five  miUkna,  not  ftr  ex- 
ceeding 100,000  doUan  a  year.  It  the  ez- 

Knses  of  the  two  Honses  of  Congress  shoiild 
taken  into  the  acwunt,  for  the  time  i>eeit- 
pied  in  legislating  upon  these  lands,  the  print- 
ing of  documents  and  volumes  of  oooks  npon 
the  subject,  with  many  incidental  itema,  not 
set  down  to  this  head,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
they  have  yielded  one  cent  of  clear  revenue  to 
the  Government.  Where,  then,  can  be  Hm 
utility  or  the  policy  of  pursuing  the  did  sys- 
tems in  relation  to  them,  when  by  a  different 
policy  they  may  be  made  a  source  of  hs^pinaaa 
to  thousands,  and  <rf  immense  benefit  to  the 
whole  nation  > 

A  prominent  fiBatore  in  this  bIH,  wliidi 
ouj^t  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  reoommend  it 
to  universal  nn^iort,  is  the  provision  which  it 

fropoeed  to  make  in  &vor  of  the  actual  aettler. 
f  a  person  can  receive  land  «t  a  redueti<Hi  <^ 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  on  condititm  of  be- 
coming a  permanent  settler  upon  itj  he  will 
always  purchase  of  the  Government  m  prefer- 
ence to  a  speculator,  because  it  will  be  his 
interest  to  do  so.  ^  after  all  these  lands  have 
passed  the  order  of  inspection  and  selection, 
for  a  limited  number  of  years,  the  actnal  set- 
tler can  procure  a  sufiBciency  for  a  home,  and  a 
support  to  himself  and  family,  at  five  cents  an 
acre,  as  the  bill  proposea,  the  advantages  wQi 
be  incalculable.  The  oounfery  will  be  ^iricbed 
by  the  industry  of  a  elaas  whose  misftntmiee 
will  otiierwise  render  them  a  burthen  rather 
than  a  blessing  to  the  country.  The  nfcN 
lands,  which  will  otherwise  lie  waste,  <mly  to 
increase  the  distance  betwixt  improvementa. 
and  BO  render  more  inconvenient  all  nsefm 
business,  will  be  rendered  fraitfol  by  cnltiva- 
tion.  The  settlers  will  escape  many  teraptar 
tions  to  vice  uid  dissipation.  They  will  ftxin  a 
bulwark  of  defence  to  the  nation.  Tbecr 
patriotism,  and  the  republican  edmplieify  of 
their  manners,  will  be  a  protection  to  onr  lib- 
erties. They  and  their  families  will  be  virto- 
ons  and  happy.  Manu&cturing  towns  and  vil- 
lages will  grow  up  spontaneously  amoig  them, 
equal  at  least  to  tiie  wants  of  tMr  own  BetOe- 
menta,  and  requiring  no  oUier  jHoteetloiL  tlun 
what  the  {voduee  m  these  refiise  laada  irill  be 
certain  to  afford. 


FittDAT,  April  4. 
Paymmt  of  InUr»t  to  Statm. 
On  motion  of  2b-.  Ohuobbs,  the  bill  mak- 
ing farther  proviaicni  for  the  paymoit  of  intm^ 


Digitized  by 


DSIBATSS  OF  GONGBE8S. 


671 


Ann.,  1838.] 


P^pmaa  of  ACarul  Id  Aotav 


[Sraun. 


est  on  monefs  eipended  dnring  the  late  war, 
for  the  pablio  defence,  by  &e  States  of  New 
Toi^  Penn^lvania,  Delaware^  Uwyland,  and 
YirKinia,  vas  taken  up. 

aa,  Ghambkbs  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Jndiciaiy  Committee,  so 
as  to  nuuce  the  payments  heretofore  made, 
plicable  in  the  first  case  to  the  eztingnishment 
of  interest.   He  gave  a  history  of  uie  clt^ns 
whldi  the  States  had  preferred,  and  contended 
that  the  law  to  wlueh  this  bill  u  a  Bopplement, 
was  intended  to  effect  the  same  olmot  which 
would  be  attuned  by  adopting  amend- 
ment The  United  States,  by  iwmbnrdng  the 
money,  had  adopted  the  pnndple  that  the  debt 
was  properly  created,  and  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress direotii^  interest  to  be  paid,  had  arowed 
the  i^dple  that  the  States  ought  not  to  sos- 
tain  a  loss  by  providing  those  means  of  defence 
which  the  safety  of  their  lives  and  their  prop- 
erty required,  and  which  the  United  States 
ought  to  have  famished :  but  which  the  total 
want  of  means  made  it  imp<»8ible  for  her  to 
fnnuah.   The  only  jnst  principle  whidi  applied 
to  the  case,  was  to  indemnify  the  States  from 
loss  by  tihe  operati(m.  The  erroneoos  construc- 
tion pat  upon  fte  law  of  Congress  by  the 
TUrd  Anditor,  had  defeated- entirely  tbu  ob- 
jeot.  In  Uaryland,  the  amoont  loaned-  to  the 
United  States  was  borrowed  by  the  State,  and 
before  the  reimbursement  by  the  Umted  States, 
the  State  had  pud  off  that  loan  by  a  traiufer 
of  United  States  »x  per  cent,  stock.   In  some 
of  the  other  States  the  omoant  loaned  to  the 
United  States  had  been  derived  from  the  sales 
of  stock  owned  by  the  State,  and  bearing  an 
interest   In  these  cases  the  States  lost  the  in- 
terest to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  bor- 
rowed the  money  at  the  given  rate  of  interest, 
and  had  paid  that  interest  regularly.   In  Penn- 
sylvania, the  State  had  funds  in  tiie  Tteasnry, 
and  by  advancing  it  to  the  United  States,  was 
compelled  afterwards  to  borrow,  on  interest, 
to  ndse  money  to  supply  the  place  of  it,  thus 
experiencing'  the  same  loss  in  uie  result.  The 
Auditor,  -however,  felt  himself  bound  by  the 
letter  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  had  not 
allowed  interest  in  any  case,  except  where  the 
States  had  psid  interest  on  the  specific  ftand, 
which  fbmished  the  means  of  advandng  to  the 
United  States,  and  only  so  long  as  payments 
were  made  to  discharge  that  interest.   In  the 
case  of  Maryland,  for  illustration,  (and  the 
nrhieiple  is  tiie  same  in  r^ard  to  the  other 
States,)  interest  ceased  to  be  allowed  to  her  so 
soon  as  she  disposed  of  her  United  States 
BtodL  Mid  pud  off  the  loan,  although  the  very 
aetiH  dl^imng  ctf  that  stock  cansed  to  her  the 
loas  of  the  di^dends  on  it,  equal  and  rather 
more  than  equal,  to  the  interest  she  claimed. 
Yet,  the  money  lost  bei^  dividends,  and  not 
interest  paid  out  of  her  "fteasnry,  the  Auditor 
did  not  feel  authorized  to  pay  interest  beyond 
that  period.   The  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee fhlly  provides  for  this  mischief,  and  prop- 
car^  oiaotB,  that,  where  loana  or  advanoes  have 


been  made,  interest  shall  be  pMd  ftom  the  time 
of  the  advance  to  the  time  w  payment. 

The  amendment  of  Hr.  0.  was  decided  ia 
the  afSnnative — Id  to  11. 

Mr,  Ttlbb  moved  an  amendment,  that  the 
rate  of  interest  should  be  the  same  as  that  paid 
by  the  States  for  money  raised  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  expluned  by 
Mr.  T.,  who  stated  that,  when  Virginia  was 
called  on  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war, 
her  treasury  was  empty,  and  she  resorted  to 
loans;  at  uiat  time  the  fonds  could  not  be 
obtained  lower  than  T  tnr  8  per  cent,  which 
was  p^d.  He  oonld  not  doubt  fax  a  nHnnent 
that  the  United  States  would  see  the  justice  of 
paying  the  rate  of  interest  given  by  the  State 
for  this  money,  which  was  expended  in  no 
prodigal  spirit,  but  with  a  patriotic  desire  of 
aidinrthe  great  cause  in  which  the  country 
was  tnen  engaged. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  Mid  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
ammdment,  with  a  limitation,  so  as  to  confine 
the  amount  of  interest,  over  the  legal  rate,  to 
the  period  during  which  it  was  paid.  After 
the  exigency  was  over,  the  rate  of  interest 
would  be  the  legal  rate.  He,  therefore,  wished 
the  amendment  mlf^t  be  modified,  so  as  to  fix 
the  limttaticm  to  the  time  during  which  the 
extra  interest  was  pidd. 

Mr.  Ttlbb  agreed  to  the  surcestion,  and 
modified  his  amendment  according. 

Mr.  Chahdleb  thought  there  ought  to  be 
bnt  one  rate  of  interest  in  all  these  payments. 
There  never  was,  he  believed,  an  instance,  in 
which  the  United  States  had  paid  more  than 
legal  interest.  The  moneys  paid  by  the  States 
had  been  sometimes  paid  advantageoudy,  as 
they  had  applied  their  depreciated  bank  notes 
to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  WEBSTKB  observed  that  legal  interest 
was  different  in  Afferent  States.  In  some  ft 
was  ei^t,  in  others  seven,  and  in  others  nx 
per  cent.  The  prindple  on  which  this  bill  was 
founded  was  that,  when  the  United  States  q>- 
plies  to  the  States  to  advance  money,  tiie  eX" 
pense  to  which  those  States  are  subjected,  1^ 
complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  GeiurBl 
Government,  ot^ht  to  be  refunded. 

Mr.  Ttleb's  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Hatne  observed  that  a  new  principle 
seemed  about  to  be  adopted,  and  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  applied  uniformly  to  all  the  States. 
He  shonid,  therefore,  move  to  insert  Sonth 
Carolina  after  Yir^is,  so  as  to  extend  this 
provision  of  interest  to  that  State,  as  well  as 
to  othera. 

Mr.  Cobb  sdd  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  Government  had  hititerto  rdbsed  to  pay 
interest  tm  advances  of  money  was  this :  that 
although  a  balance  was  due  the  claimant,  yet 
the  time  that  intervened  between  the  exls^ee 
of  the  debt  and  its  being  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  on  which  interest  would  be  demamt- 
ed,  was  cansed  by  the  delay  of  the  clumant, 
and  not  from  any  fault  on  the  port  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. But,  said  Mr.  0.,  it  is  w^  to  in-. 
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quire  how  this  money  was  expended  on  which 
these  States  ask  interest  Why,  so  it  is :  Vir- 
ginia took  the  money  to  carry  on  the  war. 
She  did  not  borrow  the  money  to  give  to  the 
United  States.  But  it  was  expended  by  her 
own  o£Bcers;  and  until  their  accounts  were 
presented  at  the  Department,  the  OoTemmait 
could  not  know  wh^  amount  was  due  to  Vir- 
^nia.  So  it  was  with  South  CaroUna.  Until 
the  State  officers  presented  their  accounts,  and 
proved  their  claim,  the  Government  could  not 
acyost  them ;  and,  as  this  delay  was  no  fault  of 
the  United  States,  they  did  not  consider  them- 
selves bonml  to  pay  interest  during  this  delay 
fk  brin^g  in  tiie  accounts.  He  believed  it 
was  the  same  with  Maryland  and  the  other 
States  provided  for  by  the  bill.  The  United 
States  has  always  been  willing  to  pay  the  de- 
mands as  soon  as  presented  with  sufficient 
'VOU<^era.  But  the  Senate  was  now  about  to 
establish  a  novel  principle,  which  he  warned 
thcou  to  avoid,  as  it  would  establish  the  princi- 
ple of  paying  interest  on  all  claims  that  might 
be  ivesente^  and  which  ought  have  remained 
vnBqtudated  for  a  series  of  years,  which  he 
Hionght  was  peculiarly  dangerous. 

ICr.  Ekiort  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  additional  section,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  moneys  advanced  by. 
Khode  Island;  on  wluch  wnne  conversation 
occurred  between  Messrs.  Babnabd,  Khigbt, 
Cobb,  and  Guambbbs. 

Mr.  Babnabd  rose  to  say  one  word  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  The  time,  as  be 
thouf^t,  when  interest  ought  to  commence  on 
these  loans,  was  when  the  sums  were  disbnrsed 
from  the  State  treasuries.  Zt  made  no  differ- 
ence whether  the  money  was  disbursed  b^  the 
United  States  ofiScera,  or  the  State  officers, 
whether  for  the  pay  of  the  r^nlar  troops  or 
militia^  or  both.  If  it  was  the  duty  oi  the 
Genwal  Government  to  provide  these  funds, 
then  undoubtedly  the  General  Government 
was  booud  to  pay  the  sams  with  interest  from 
the  time  they  were  Issued  from  the  hands  of 
the  States.  The  payment  of  the  principal  was 
a  tacit  acknowledgment  that  the  clum  for  in- 
terest was  just  and  valid.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  said  that  it  is  against  the  principle 
established  by  the  Govemmeut  But,  said  Mr. 
B.,  tliis  case  seems  an  exception.  The  States 
applied  to  the  Department  for  the  interest  on 
their  advances,  and  they  were  refused;  but 
on  u>plioation  to  Congress  it  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Cobb  said :  Tbe  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  uniformly  been,  when  a  State  came 
forward  with  a  claim,  to  pay  the  principal  on 
the  account  being  proved.  This  was  the  es- 
tablished course,  and  would  be  found  to  have 
been  practised  invariably  in  the  early  period 
of  tbe  Government.  In  the  case  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, that  had  been  the  coarse,  Tbe  principal 
was  paid,  but  no  interest  It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  South  Carolina,  and  so  in  tbe  case  of 
Virginia;  the  moment  they  broaght  forward 
proof  thii^  tlwse  sums  were  expended  for  the 


general  defence,  they  were  paid.  And  now 
the  question  is,  whether  the  Government  ia 
bound  to  pay  interest  on  claims  not  yet  proved. 

Mr.  Hathe  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Greorgia  had  taken  up  the  wrong  theory ;  and, 
of  course,  the  conclusions  which  he  draws  from 
his  pronises  is  erroneooa.  He  had  presumed 
th&t  the  Govemm«kt  was  always  ready  to  dis- 
chaif^  tbe  prittdpal.  This,  however,  waa  not 
to  be  presumed ;  oecanse,  if  the  Goieral  Got- 
emment  was  r(!ady  to  pay  it^  why  did  th^ 
call  on  tbe  States  to  raise  the  money?  Tb» 
States  were  called  on  to  put  their  hands  into 
tbeir  treasury  and  disburse  this  money,  because 
the  United  States  bad  not  the  funds  required 
to  carry  on  the  war.  JSistorj  recorded,  the 
fact  that  the  treasury  was  exhausted,  and  oould 
not  raise  the  funds.  Mr.  H.  observed  that  he 
bad  a  few  days  mnce  read  a  letter  to  the  Senate, 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Finckney, 
in  which  the  declaration  was  made,  that  the 
treasury  was  exhausted;  and  that  the  General 
must  take  every  means  in  bis  power  to  raise 
funds.  Bat,  Einq[>OBing  the  acoonnta  had  all 
been  pud  at  the  time  those  at  Bhode  JdaaA 
were  accosted,  what,  he  would  ask,  woold  have 
become  of  the  interest  due  fivm  the  time  the 
advances  were  made  ?  But  the  true  reason  wl^ 
they  were  not  then  settled  was,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment was  not  able  to  meet  them.  They 
were  able  to  pay  the  small  sum  due  to  Rhode 
Island,  but  not  to  pay  off  the  whole  mass  at 
once.  The  gentleman  from  Geor^  had  said 
that  the  States  had  delayed  to  send  in  tbdr 
accounts.  This  was  not  the  reason  why  they 
were  not  paid  immediately  after  the  war.  It 
was  the  accumulation  of  business  on  the  hands 
of  the  Departmrat,  which  it  took  years  to  settle. 
If,  then,  ue  States  were  delayed  in  the  settle- 
ment by  the  General  Government,  there  was  no 
reason  why  intoest  shoiild  not  be  paid  on 
their  daima  during  that  period  of  delay.  Than 
was  one  error  running  through  the  whole  op- 
position to  the  bilL  It  was,  that  these  sums 
of  money  were  expended  by  the  Staiea  for 
their  own  immediate  defence.  But  it  was  not 
so ;  for  the  money  advanced  by  South  CaroUna 
went  to  the  north  and  west,  and  assisted  to 
defend  those  frontiers.  The  advance  was  made 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community  ;  and 
tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wxn- 
bteb)  had  said,  with  great  truth,  that  all  sacri- 
fices for  tbe  graieral  good  ought  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  common  fbnd  of  the  country.  Jb.  H. 
said  he  c<»icelTed  the  principle  to  be  well  es- 
tablished that,  wherever  inmvidaals  or  State* 
advaneed  m<niey  for  the  use  of  the  Goienl 
Government,  it  was  to  be  paid  with  interest 
from  the  public  treasnry.  It  had  universally 
been  done  in  advances  made  by  individuals. 
He  admitted  that  it  was  not  dune  where  ad- 
vances were  made  by  a  public  officer ;  becaoso 
it  was  considered  that  there  would  often  be  a 
large  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  GovermneDt 
in  his  hands,  which  would  balance  any  ad- 
vances made  by  him.  He  had  a  few  days  ainoa 
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been  induced  to  e»unlue  the  acta  as  fiu*  back 
as  the  year  1770,  and  fbnnd  that,  in  every 
instance,  where  individaals.  advan*^  money 
for  the  nse  of  Oovemment,  interest  had  been 
pud.  He  woald  instance  one  case,  which  was 
a  sample  of  many  others.  It  was  that  of 
Ohristopher  Green,  of  Rhode  Island,  who»  in 
the  year  1770,  had  advanced  a  snm  of  money 
for  the  release  of  certain  prisoners.  Immediate- 
ly after  the  war,  the  sum  paid  by  bim  was 
refunded ;  and  in  1792,  a  hill  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amonnt  passed  OoQgress.  The  justice 
d  the  prinelple  be  believad  no  one  voold 
donbt ;  and  tbe  practice  bad  beoi  so  nniversal, 
that  be  thonght  it  hardly  neoeasary  to  go 
ftrther  in  sopport  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  ofifered  by  Ur.  Knioht 
having  been  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood- 
BUBT,  BO  as  to  Inclnde  New  Hampshire,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maooit  B^d  that  tbe  reason  why  tbe 
accounts  were  not  settled  earlier^  was  that 
the  mon^  was  not  paid  to  the  officers  of  tbe 
United  Btetes,  but  to  their  own  officers,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  send  agents  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  explain  their  voachers.  Now,  because 
this  money  was  expended  by  the  State  officers, 
a  bin  p^ing  them  interest  mnst  he  passed; 
and  It  mnst  ne  shingled  np  by  adding  all  the 
States  one  by  on&  We  are  growing  wiser 
every  day.  We  are  always  going  back,  and 
finding  that  all  that  was  done  in  former  times 
was  wrong.  All  former  prindples  were  erro- 
neons.  Can  a  Government  get  along  in  this 
way,  continually  overturning  all  tbat  was 
done  before  ?  A  decision  of  a  case  was  never 
sufficient.  Claimants  came  here,  and  got  all 
they  could;  and  then  they  came  again,  and 
got  the  rest.  No  Government  could  get  along 
so.  We  cannot  have  officers  enough  to  settle 
the  accounts  brought  ^inst  us,  if  they  most 
be  settled  over  and  over  again.  No  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  can  make  his  calculations,  if 
we  go  on  in  this  way ;  for  we  oaunot  oome  at 
uiy  near  estimate  of  the  money  that  Congress 
will  vote  away,  and  every  year  unsettle  what 
was  done  the  year  before. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Tbe  question  being  on  engrossing  the  bill.  It 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
niqrs,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Uessrs.  Bsmard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Chambers,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Lontuana,  EniRht,  Hai^  Ridgely,  Bobbins,  Su- 
ford,  Klsbee,  Snuth  of  Maryland,  TasBWeD,  Tyler, 
Webster,  White,  Woodbury— SO. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Bateman,  Braneb,  Chandler, 
Chase,  Cobb,  Dlckersoa,  EDis,  Foot,  Hendricks, 
Kbg,  Bb«on,  Noble,  Farria,  Kowan,  Bag|^  Bey- 
moor,  WiUiams— 17. 

MoNDAT,  April  7. 
J>uty  on  Salt. 
Mr.  Habbdos  moved  to  take  np  the  Uli  to 


rednoe  the  duty  tm  imported  sidt,  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Bukkn  moved  the  Indi^idte  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  the  oonrae  taken  1^  the 
Senator  from  New  York  appeared  to  him  very 
extraordinary.  This  bill  was  brought  forward 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  bod  been  re- ' 
peatedly  postponed  on  account  of  the  very  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  And  now,  at  a  late  day, 
when  it  is  bronght  np,  that  gentlemen  moves  its 
indefinite  postponement.  It  was  carious  tbat 
Ibis  waa  the  only  UU  that  proposed  to  repeal 
a  tax  which  was  paid  chiefly  by  the  people  of 
the  Southern  States.  He  oould  not  but  expresi 
his  surprise  at  tiie  eourse  taken  by  the  gentler- 
man,  nor  did  he  think  the  reason  given  for  it 
at  all  snfSoteat.  If  tiiis  bill  was  to  be  post- 
p(Hied  to  give  fair  weather  to  the  tariff  }M, 
when  that  bill  should  oome  into  the  Bcaute^ 
be  thought  the  propoution  partial  and  ni^ust. 

Mr.  SMrm,  of  Maryland,  said  he  rose  merely 
to  say  that  he  hoped  this  bill  might  not  be 
discussedJ  He  believed  that  every  Senator 
had  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  subject.  If^ 
however,  those  opposed  to  the  bill  saw  fit  to 
express  themsdves,  he  hoped  the  friends  of 
tbe  bill  would  not  n>llow  tiiar  example,  as  the 
opinions  ct  the  fHmds  of  tbo  measure  were 
Aoroo^dy  fixed. 

Mr.  Hakksok  observed,  that  he  thonght  it 
would  not  be  denied  that  a  tu  on  s  neoessaiy 
of  life,  as  was  that  to  which  tbe  bill  reforred, 
which  took  from  the  poor  man  as  much  as 
fcom  i3aA  rich  ram ;  which  made  the  same  de- 
mand upon  the  tenant  of  the  bumble  cotta^ 
as  upon  the  possessor  of  the  splendid  chateau, 
was  in  utter  hostility  to  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  Whum  of  these  priniciples,  said 
Mr.  H.,  is  more  sacred,  which  more  necessary 
for  the  l^slator  constuttly  to  keep  in  view, 
than  that  which  directs  that,  in  the  assessment 
of  the  pnUio  bortheiu,  tJie  demand  should  be 
propwnoned  to  the  aUUty  to  pay  9  Tf  this 
principle  is  not  regarded;  if  uie  taxes  are 
levied  upon  the  person,  and  not  upon  tbe 
property  of  the  c&nzen ;  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  npon  the  neoeasarta  of  life,  of  which 
the  poor  man  consumes  as  much  as  the  rich 
one,  what  becomes  of  that  boasted  equally 
which  is  tbe  basis  of  onr  Government  ?  It  u 
in  vain  that  yon  secure  to  your  citizens  their 
other  rights,  that  their  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty are  invidate,  that  the  elective  franchise 
is  unrestricted,  and  the  offices  of  Government 
open  to  all,  if  this  principle  is  adopted,  and 
acted  npon  to  any  extent.  If  yon  tax  the  food 
of  the  labcHing  man,  all  the  liberty  Uiat  will  be 
left  to  him,  will  be  that  of  ohoosinK  his  master; 
for,  go  where  he  msy,  he  will  still  be  the  slave 
of  his  emidoyer. 

But,  "Ml.  President  said  Mr.  H.,  Ma  duty 
upon  salt  is  opposed  to  another  important 
principle.  Itisatax,  and  a  heavy  tax,  on  agri- 
culture. Upon  that  interest,  which  is  more 
important  than  any  other,  and  m  whidi,  Iih 
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deed,  all  the  others  depend.  Salt  b  largely 
used  on  every  farm,  bnt  to  the  grader  it  is 
essentially  necessary.  Ko  one  can  prosecute 
this  branch  of  agricultural  industry,  in  the 
Western  country  at  least,  with  tolerable  suc- 
cess, unless  he  can  procure  the  article  at  such 
a  reasonable  price  as  to  enable  him  to  use  it 
freely.  And  the  condition  of  his  stock  will 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used. 
Its  beneficial  effects  are  felt  in  more  than  one 
vay.  It  saves  fbod :  lor,  the  animal  which  is 
well  BDpplied  with  tms  article  will  fatten  npon 
food  of  ft  ooareer  qu^ity,  and  which,  without 
it,  would  scarcely  snstain  him.  It  serves  In- 
stead of  shelter.  In  the  cold  rains  of  winter, 
the  Westell  grazier  gives  a  double  portion  of 
salt  to  his  nnhonsed  stock,  (and  few  are  sup- 
plied with  covers ;)  its  cordiu  and  invigorating 
effects  upon  the  stomach  of  the  animal,  en- 
abling it  to  resist  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  It  saves  labor.  With  a  good  sup- 
ply  of  salt  one  or  two  men  can  keep  together 
a  herd  of  cattie  or  a  flock  of  sheep,  grazing  in 
the  wilderness,  with  more  ease  than  ten  can 
without  it.  So  strong  is  the  force  of  habit  in 
the  brute  oreatlonf  as  well  as  in  thtir  lordly 
master,  that  it  vill  bring  together  the  widely 
scattered  flock  and  heroL  preosely  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they  bad  be«i  accnstomed  to 
receive  their  ration  of  this  necessary  condi- 
ment. 

It  may  be  asked,  nr,  how  a  tax  of  this  de- 
Bcriptioa  could  ever  have  been  laid,  or  sub- 
mitted to,  in  a  Government  tike  onrs  t  It  was 
commenced,  sud  Mr.  H.,  as  soon  as  the  present 
constitution  went  into  operation,  when  our 
finances  were  in  a  most  desperate  condition. 
Being  an  indirect  tax,  the  people  bave  felt  its 
weight  without  exacuy  nnderatanding  it  As 
soon,  however,  as  the  a&irs  of  our  treasury 
were  in  such  a  oonditim  as  to  permit  it  to  be 
done,  the  duty  was  entirely  removed.  This 
happened  in  the  year  1607.  It  waa  again  im- 
posed at  the  oommencement  the  late  war, 
but  the  representatives  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest were  with  great  difficulty  prevailed  upon 
to  adopt  it,  and  only  from  the  understanding 
that  it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  war  duty,  to 
be  taken  off  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
A  very  distinguished  citizen  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Cheves,  and  who  was  at  that  time  a  lead- 
ing member  of  Oongress,  has  authorized  me  to 
say  that  such  was  the  fact.  Under  various 
pretences,  the  ivtj  has  continned  until  this 
time. 

Mr.  Ma.con  said,  that  the  Government  was 
not  the  same  now,  as  when  he  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Bmitr)  first  oame 
into  Congress.  He  thanked  the  gentleman 
from  Oluo  for  bringing  tbts  bill  forward ;  and 
wonid  appeal  to  the  candor  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  New  Tork,  whether  the  State  be  (Mr. 
Ua.oon)  represented  was  in  a  condition  to  bear 
the  burthen  of  this  tax.  The  people  did  not 
eomplun,  and  probably  sent  fewer  petitions  to 
Ocmgreai  than  aaj  otAer  State;  bat  theyfielt 
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it  severely.  There  were  oertidn  things  whii& 
ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  any  country — tUnga 
that  entered  into  the  plun  food  of  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  and  which  were  neces- 
sary to  sustain  life.  He  had  generally  found, 
that,  when  the  Senate  did  not  want  to  pass  a 
biilj  it  was  argued  that  it  would  not  be  taken 
up  m  the  other  House.  But  that  was  no  ol^ee- 
tion  on  this  floor.  The  Senate  was  not  to  de- 
cide for  the  other  House.  When  the  bill  came 
before  them  they  should  decide  for  tliemselvesL 
This  duty  seemed  to  him  in  the  light  oi  stock 
which  Ckmgress  had  got  out  of  the  people,  and 
which  they  were  determined  to  hold  on  npon. 
If  this  bill  were  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  ana  be 
rejected  in  the  other  House,  it  would  make  no 
difference  in  his  opinion.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Anderson's  bool^ 
quoted  last  year  by  the  gentieman  from  New 
Hampshire,  can  be  controverted.  Neither  do 
I  consider  that  a  more  perfect  exposition  of 
the  odiousness  of  this  tax  can  be  made,  than 
was  lost  year  made  by  that  ^ntleman,  Qtr. 
WooDBtTBT.)  This  article  goes  mto  every  meal 
we  eat.  Not  a  mouthful  goes  down  the  poor 
man's  throat  which  is  not  seasoned  with  iL 
And  why  should  not  the  duty  be  redncedt 
Because  those  who  ore  engaged  in  the  mann&o- 
ture  would  get  a  less  price.  But,  is  even  our 
food  to  be  taxed,  because  a  few  individuals 
own  salt  springs  ?  He  deprecated  tlie  princi- 
ple which  was  fast  gaining  ground,  of  legislal- 
mg  partially  in  favor  of  one  class  of  the  com- 
munity, which  would  have  the  effect,  if  not 
opposed,  of  establishing  an  oligarchy  among 
us.  What,  said  Mr.  M.,  must  unite  the  coun- 
try ?  A  fellow-feeling  for  all  parts  at  it.  If 
a  single  citizen's  righto  were  touched,  every 
man  ought  to  feel  as  if  the  case  were  his  own. 
But  it  could  not  be  held  that,  if  they  got  a 
road  made  for  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  the 
country,  and  neglected  another,  there  could  be 
a  fellow-feeling  between  them.  Ifr. 
M.,  I  will  appeal  to  the  gentieman  ftcm  Kew 
York  (Mr.  Maoon  here  addressed  himself  to 
Mr.  Van  Bube»)  if  he  did  not  find  everr  tUag 
in  ruins  in  the  State  I  represent,  when  he 
passed  throuch  it — and  wheUier  the  tariff"  has 
not  destroyed  ns?  I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
went  tliere ;  and  I  hope  he  will  go  agun.  In 
the  war,  North  Carolina  was  very  much  op- 
pressed by  the  loss  of  commerce,  and  "other 
injuries.  And  now  she  is  equally  burthened 
with  this  protective  system.   The  principle  of 

rrotection  had  been  carried  too  &r.  When 
was  young,  this  word,  protection,  had  a  bad 
sound  to  me ;  and  it  is  quite  aa  had  now.  It 
seems  to  mean  that,  where  there  is  any  plaee 
highly  favored  by  nature,  more  most  be  done  Ifar 
it  than  for  any  cAher,  This  duty  has  been  tnAf 
called  a  "war-tax."  Nobody  knows  better 
that  it  is  so,  Mr.  President,  tiian  you  do.  And 
I  told  you,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  I  would 
never  vote  for  a  bill  that  had  salt  in  it.  Is 
this  Government  partial!  What  would  yoa 
e»j€£tk  poroit  that  would  feed  one-half  ot  lim 
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children,  ozid  let  the  other  half  sture }  Salt 

sells  noT,  in  the  market  tam%  higher  than  it 
formerly  did  in  the  interior  of  the  oonntry.  It 
has  been  sold  for  12i  cents,  and  the  duty  is 
now  80  cents  per  hndoel ;  and  the  measure  in 
those  days  was  good — not  yoor  60  lbs.  It 
is  a  hoftTj  article,  and  the  transportation  of  it 
inland  makes  it  cost,  in  many  places,  over  60 
cents  per  bushel.  The  duty  of  20  cents  was 
first  pnt  on  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Fart  of  it  was  afterwards  taken  off.  Bat  it  is 
now  20  cents.  Those  who  voted  for  it  then, 
said  they  would  vote  against  it  when  the  war 
was  over.  It  is  said  that  it  isan  article  which 
caimot  ha  smnggled — and  is  that  a  reason  why 
it  sboidd  be  taxed  I  la  it  good  reasoning  to 
say  that,  because  laces  and  nlks  can  be  smug- 
gled, they  must  not  be  taxed  as  high  as  an 
article  of  necessity  to  the  poort  Tbiey  don't 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  the  poor  man. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  iL,  I  have  always  considered  this 
system  of  high  duties  as  tiie  strife  of  private 
interest  against  the  public  good.  It  had  been 
aaxd  to  the  Souths  a  few  years  ago,  "only 
pass  oor  tariff  bill  and  your  cotton  wUI  rise." 
But  it  has  noL  I  don't  know  that  they  prom- 
ised us  a  rise  on  tobacco.-  But  we  were  told 
that  it  would  increase  the  consumption  of  cot- 
ton. How  does  it  turn  out !  With  every  kind 
of  protection,  instead  of  oor  mannfiMJtarers 
nnoersdlug  the  fiweigners,  the  foreigners  nn- 
dersell  us.  They  go  away  with  good  prices. 
He  saw,  by  a  Boston  paper,  not  long  sinoe^  that 
the  prices  had  not  fulen.  The  promise  was, 
however,  that  every  thing  should  &11 :  and  it 
reminds  me  of  the  maxim  that,  "while  the 
grass  grows  the  steed  starves."  He  thought 
he  should  die  before  there  would  be  any  mil. 
Sir,  I  think,  sud  Mr.  M.,  that  we  are  so  fright- 
ened about  foreign  products,  that  we  would  be 
almost  willing  to  starve  ourselves,  and  go 
naked,  rather  than  eat  and  wear  them.  The 
foil  intention  of  this  system  aeems  to  be,  that 
we  are  to  liave  nothing  but  what  is  made  in 
this  eoni^.  Sir.ii  Soothem  States  had 
looked  as  Misip  after  their  own  aflUrs  as  the 
North  hav^  where  would  the  great  aport 
teade  have  oome  itomi  In  nothing  ought 
equality  to  be  more  strictly  observed,  than  in 
taxation.  But  everybody  knows,  that  if  yon 
collect  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and  expend 
in  another,  yon  do  not  deal  equally.  It  was  an 
old-fashioned  opinion,  with  him,  that  the  max- 
im \tliich  directed  that  everybody  should  be 
let  alone,  and  do  that  which  they  could  do 
best,  contained  a  sound  doctrine.  Free  trade 
and  sailor's  rights,  was  formerly  the  motto  of 
our  system;  but  now,  every  point  must  be 
settled  by  htw.  He  had  hoped  that  this  bill 
wonld  VUBi  hat  lus  haijpM  ware  now  very 
iUnt  Whettier  it  did  or  did  not,  he  diould 
always  be  a  (^nlim  th^  Justice  required  Us 
passage. 
The  bUl  was  laid  on  the  Uble^ 


Wkdnesdjlt,  April  9. 
Qraduatum  of  ike  Price  qf  the  Ihthlio  Landt* 

The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  pablio  lanA 
was  then  taken  up,  the  snbstitnte  cabled  by 
Hr.  Bakton  being  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Bbhton  stated  the  objects  of  Hs  biJI  to 
be,  first,  to  benefit  the  pnblio  treaswy,  liy  ac- 
celerating the  sales  of  tiie  public  lands ;  and, 
next,  to  henefit  the  new  States  by  procuring 
for  them,  within  some  reasonable  time,  the  use- 
of  all  the  soil  within  their  limits,  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  settlement,  taxation,  and  general  Juris- 
diction. The  sales,  he  siud,  were  too  slow  at 

{>resent  to  answer  these  purposes,  Tb^scaroe- 
y  advanced  at  all,  and  certainly  made  no  sen^ 
ble  impression  on  the  mass  of  the  pnblio  Inids. 
The  Federal  Government  held  260  millions  of 
acres  in  the  States  and  Territories,  to  which 
the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished ;  about 
60  millions  more  to  which  it  had  not  been  ex- 
tinguished; about  90  milUons  on  the  Upper 
Mi^issippi,  between  the  State  of  Blinoia  and 
Lake  Superior,  and  about  700  miilions  west  of 
the  Kisaissippi,  and  east  of  the  Bocky  Moun- 
tains ;  making  1,100  millions  of  acres  of  un- 
disputed public  domun,  exclusive  of  onr  terri- 
torial claims  and  possessions  in  the  valley  of 
the  Ocdumbia  Biver  and  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Of  this  immeDse  mass,  not 
more  than  SO  millions  of  acres  have  been  sold 
1^  the  Federal  Government  in  a  period  of  40 
years  ;  and  only  82  miUions  of  purchase  mcmey 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  from  which  is  to  be 
deducted  $2,166,000  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing ;  $1,166,000  for  the  expenses  of  selling ; 
$86,000  per  annum  for  the  expenses  of  the 
General  Land  Office;  $8,892,000  for  the  ex- 
pense of  holding  Indian  treaties  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles ;  and  annuities,  chiefly 
permanent,  amounting  at  present  to  about 
$240,000  Mr  annum.  The  gun  to  the  Treasory 
would  be  but  Uttie  from  sn^  sales ;  and  as  to 
the  new  States  and  Territories,  a  simple  ques- 
tion in  the  Role  of  Three  wonld  show  that  it 
wonld  take  SSO  years  to  extingoiah  the  Federal 
titie  within  their  limits,  at  the  rate  the  sales 
had  been  going  on  Cor  the  fbrty  years  past,  and 
about  2,000  years  more  to  complete  Uie  sales 
to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  foot 
of  tbe  Bocky  Mountains.  Having  stated  these 
results,  Mr.  B.  so^ested  to  the  Senate  that 
620  years  was  rather  too  long  a  period  for  the 
new  States  to  remain  without  the  privilege  of 
taxing  and  cultivating  the  lands  within  their 
limits ;  rather  too  long  for  the  public  debt  to 
remain  unpaid^  and  for  the  people  of  tbe  old 
States  to  continne  to  raise  money  from  other 
sources  to  pay  its  annual  interest. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill,  and  stated  the 
nature  at  its  several  proridona.  He  said  that 
it  conristed  of  four  distinct  clauses,  comprised 
in  five  sections ;  and  that  each  daose  presented 
a  separate  question  f6r  the  connderotion  and 
decision  of  the  Sepate.  The  first  clanse  ap- 
|died  the  gradnaticHi  principle  to  the  landi 
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which  hod  been  heretofore  offered  at  pnblio 
Bale,  and  remained  unsold  at  the  mioimnm 
price  of  $1  26  per  acre ;  the  second  clause  ap- 
plied the  same  principle  to  the  lands  hereafter 
to  come  into  market ;  the  third  clause  proposed 
donations  of  small  tracts  to  octaal  settlers; 
and  the  fourth  made  provision  for  the  cession 
of  the  refuse  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lie,  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause 
education  and  internal  improvement. 

Having  stated  the  nature  of  the  diffierent 
dames  in  his  bill,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  examine 
thoe  clauses  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood, 
and  to  ahaw  their  practical  effect  npon  the 
pnhlio  lands  and  the  pnblio  Treasury.  For  this 
purpose  he  took  ap  the  first  clause,  which  ap- 
plied the  gradnation  principle  to  the  lands  now 
in  market,  and  said  that  the  proper  decision 
of  it  required  a  knowledge,  first,  of  the  quan- 
tity, and,  secondly,  of  the  quality,  of  the  lands, 
to  which  it  would  apply.  As  the  author  of  the 
hill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ^ve  to  the 
Senate  full  and  correct  information  upon  those 
points,  and  he  should  do  bo  with  all  the  brevity 
and  precision  which  ihe  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject wonld  admit  ot  He  had  been  collecting 
thia  information  for  many  years,  and  without 
im^ttiding  to  the  minnte  accuracy  of  a  cleric 
stating  an  account,  he  would  ctHmne  himself 
to  round  numbers,  and  assure  the  Senate  that 
Ub  statonents  would  be  found  to  be  sufficiently 
correct  and  particular  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  statesman  and  the  l^islator. 

On  the  first  point  he  would  say,  that  the 
Bumher  of  acres  on  which  the  first  clause  of 
the  bill  would  operate.  Was  about  80  millions, 
and  be  verified  this  statement  by  showing  from 

Srinted  documents,  and  manuscript  memoran- 
nms,  t^en  from  uie  General  Land  Office,  that 
the  quantity  of  public  land  surveyed,  was  140 
milliouB  o{  acree;  the  quantity  sold  waa  20 
millions;  the  quantity  given  away,  reserved 
from  sale,  or  not  brought  into  market,  was  40 
millions ;  leaving  the  afives^d  quantity  of  80 
milUons  of  acres  for  the  application  of  the  first 
clause  of  his  bill.  So  much  for  tbe  quantity. 
On  the  second  point,  Mr.  B.  would  say,  that  he 
bad  a  great  deal  of  personal  knowledge  of  the 
quality  of  these  lands.  They  lay  m  seven 
States  and  three  Territories;  and  of  each  of 
these,  except  one  territory,  that  of  Michigan, 
he  had  a  personal  knowledge  from  travelling 
and  visits ;  and  altboagh  the  soil  of  the  whole 
of  them  might  be  characterized  as  rich,  yet, 
as  the  &tto8t  oiiimal  must  have  bones  and  offal, 
and  inferior  parts,  so  tiie  richest  country  must 
have  its  rocks  and  hills,  and  sterile  spots. 
This  waB  essoitially  true  of  tbe  States  and 
Territories,  which  contained  the  public  lands; 
and  of  the  rdative  proportions  of  good  and 
bad,  those  to  the  South  possessed  mnoh  tbe 
latf^est  alloy  of  bad.  In  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory these  lands  had  been  picked ;  in  the  forks 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  chiefly  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  others, 
for  a  long  time^  under  the  bountifrd  di^ensa* 
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tions  of  fweign  sovereign^  befiore  they  became 
snbiect  to  the  more  rigoroos system  of  theFed- 
eral  Government.  The  eighty  millions  mmdd 
was  the  residuum  of  the  repeated  pickings  and 
cuUings,  by  sales  and  donations,  for  perioda  of 
ten,  fifty,  and  a  hundred  years,  under  fbnr 
different  sovereignties,  and  might  be  assumed 
to  be  at  least  one-half  nnfit  for  cultivation,  and 
worth  nothing  at  all,  and  tbe  other  lialf  alloy- 
ed in  all  assignable  proportions  with  mixtures 
of  bad  land,  and  hu^y  worth  an  average  of 
forty  or  fifty  cmta  per  acre. 

But  the  bill  meets  with  sevanl  otgeetiou; 
at  the  head  ttf  which  stands  one  of  a  novd  and 
extraordinary  character,  not  connected  with 
the  merits  of  the  question,  but  growing  out  of 
supposed  ii^uries  which  it  is  to  inflict  upon  Uie 
old  States.  It  is  said  that  the  bill  will  bcra 
tbe  effect  of  drawing  off  the  popnlation  of  these 
States,  diminishing  the  weight  of  thmr  political 
influence,  sinking  the  value  of  their  lauda,  and 
retarding  tbe  progress  of  their  manafactoresL 

These  are  strange  objections,  Mr.  President, 
to  be  ui^ed  in  a  country  blessed  with  a  consti- 
tution 'founded  on  the  rights  of  man.  Tbey 
would  come  well  from  feudal  lords  in  the  oU 
baronial  times  of  Great  Britmn,  or  from  the 
masters  oi  the  serfii  and  vassals  of  Rusa&  and 
Fbland  to  the  present  day;  but  they  grata 
harshly  upon  my  ear — they  harmonize  badly 
with  tiie  feelings  of  my  bosom — coming  fron 
American  statesmen,  and  intended  to  restrua 
the  free  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  from  be^ 
terin^  their  condition  by  removing  to  the  West 
Admitting  all  the  evils  apprehended,  and  it 
would  still  bo  an  invalid  objection;  for  tbe 
people  have  a  right  under  our  eonstitntitm  to  go 
where  they  please;  even  to  expatriate  them- 
selves, and  go  into  foreign  countries  in  porsait 
of  wealth.or  happiness.  It  is  their  owb  priv- 
ilege to  go  or  slay,  and  no  rightful  power  le- 
sicfes  in  this  Government  to  restrain  than. 
But  the  evils  will  be  much  less  than  seem  to 
be  apprehended,  even  in  the  parte  of  the  Uiuoa 
from  which  the  oUections  chiefly  oome.  Emi- 
n-ation  has  never  depopalated  a  good  ooontzy. 
The  chasm  made  by  one  person  moving  away 
is  always  filled  in  such  a  country  by  anotiver 
coming  in,  and  nsoalty  a  richer  one.  Pcditieal 
influence  is  not  diminished,  but  increased,  by 
Buch  emigrations.  Of  this  the  two  halls  fflT 
GoDgi«ss  fbmish  abundant  proof.  Lands  in 
the  old  States  will  certainly  not  produce  less  ia 
conseqnence  of  such  removals.  The  pn^ifie 
prindple  of  the  soil  will  still  be  the  same ;  »ai 
if  it  sella  for  less,  it  Is  also  bought  for  lem. 
The  thing  balances  itself  The  buyer  gaiaa 
what  the  seller  loses;  and  as  the  seller  is  to  ba 
the  emigrant,  the  advantage  remidns  wUfa  tlio 
<Mie  that  remains  In  the  oonntry.  In  taaaj 
places,  the  price  of  land  is  as  lov  sow  m  tM 
old  States  as  my  bill  proposes  to  iiMke  it  in  tbe 
new  ones.  My  ftieods  tell  me  that  land  fit  far 
oidtivation,  and  with  some  improvement  upon 
it,  and  convenient  to  all  Uie  advantages  of  old 
established  institutions,  can  be  had  now  in 
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Kwtit  Can^fl  for  one  4<dlar  per  aere.  }h 
Vir^ida,  I  see  from  the  >wcanneiit  of  1617, 
when  the  price  of  real  estate  there,  as  else- 
vhere,  was  doable  what  it  is  nor,  that  a  large 
eonnty,  bearing  the  name  of  one  of  her  Sena- 
tors, hore  present,  (Tyler,)  and  containing  as 
many  acres  as  the  Federal  Government  has 
ever  sold  in  Missonri,  was  assewed  at  68  cents 
per  aore,  improvements  and  all ;  that  mother 
ooanty,  of  about  the  same  nze,  bearing  the 
name  of  another  of  her  Senators  present,  (Taze- 
well,) was  asseaaed  at  88  cents  per  acre ;  and 
three  oth«i  at  the  respeotiTe  prioea  <rir  S4,  28, 
and  18  cents  per  acre.  Gentlemen  will  say 
tiieee  ar«  tufimor  lands.  I  answer,  that  the 
inioea  in  mj  UU  also  apply  to  inierior  land, 
and  that  so  nr  aa  pnoe  is  concerned,  there  will 
be  no  indooement  for  emigration  from  old 
States  to  new  ones.  To  tiie  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  in  all  the  slave-holding  States,  emigra- 
ti<m  is  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  Tha 
poor  are  not  needed  thero.  Slaves  perform  all 
the  menial  services,  and  do  the  prindpal  part 
of  the  labor.  In  the  non  slave-holding  States, 
and  especially  ia  the  manafaotnring  districts,  it 
ia  somewhat  different.  There  the  poor  are 
wanted  for  tenants,  for  day  laborers,  for  do- 
meetio  servant^  and  to  work  in  tiie  mannfoo- 
toiiea.  To  such  States  it  m^hi  be  some  disad- 
vantage to  lose  their  poor;  but  it  is  a  loss 
which  they  have  no  moral  or  htwM  right  to 
prevent,  by  passing  laws  to  restr^n  their  re- 
moval. Bnt,  Hr.  President,  I  will  drop  these 
objections.  I  do  not  think  it  woald  be  justifia- 
ble in  Senators  from  old  States  to  vote  npon 
snch  considerations ;  and  of  conrse  it  is  not  bo- 
coming  in  me  to  presnme  that  an  argument  is 
necessary  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so. 

I  wiU  proceed  to  the  next  objecnon,  which 
is  also  of  a  novel  and  extraordinary  character, 
and  seems  to  have  its  origin  in  a  benevolent  in- 
dination  to  save  the  people  of  the  new  States 
from  the  conseqnenoea  of  th^r  own  folly.  It 
goes  npon  the  supporition  tiiat  theinlce  of  oU 
the  land  held  by  indlvidnals,  iriU  be  sank  to 
the  scale  of  prices  fixed  In  the  bill,  and  that 
these  landholders  will  be  li^nred  in  their  prop- 
erty to  that  degree,  Ttiia  is  the  ostensible  na- 
ture of  the  objection ;  bat  it  may  be  that  it  has 
a  diffbrent  object ;  that  its  real  dedgn  is  not 
charitable,  but  insidious ;  and  that  it  is  intend- 
•d  to  excite  these  landholders  against  the  bill. 
In  the  first  point  of  view,  it  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  very  nnexpected  ebullition  of  snperser- 
vioeable  benevolence,  which  the  individuals 
referred  to  will  resist  and  repudiate.  They 
have  no  need,  and  it  is  no  oompliment  to  thwr 
underHtandings  to  sappose  that  they  have  any 
need  fits'  aaeu  intraave  guardiaiuhip.  They 
know  that  their  lands  will  produce  as  good 
oopa  after  aa  before  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
Itany  of  them  will  want  to  purchase  lands  at 
the  graduated  prices.  All  will  know  that  indl- 
Tidoals  are  now  aelling  second  and  third  rate 
land  for  the  same  prices  mentioned  in  the  bill, 
and  every  one  is  oonadooa  that  popiilatin 
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res  value  to  land,  and  that  dieir  own  vfil  risa 
vahie  in  proprntion  to  the  settluoent  «id 
improvement  of  the  country. 

The  third  objection  that  I  shall  notice  is  the 
one  so  incontinently  repeated,  that  no  one  will' 
buy  until  the  lands  fall  to  the  lowest  price. 
This,  Hr.  Preddent,  isthe  same  otijection  which 
was  made  to  the  graduation  prmci^e  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  which,  for  several  yean,  retarded 
the  e^ablishment  of  the  system  there.  When 
it  was  established,  the  otgection  was  ^soovered 
to  have  no  fonndation.  This  we  learn  from 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatlTea,  the  author  of  the  mtem  in  Ten- 
neesea  and  the  atatement  of  Ur.  Smith,  the  en- 
try taker  In  one  of  the  districts.  These  pwera 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  laid 
upon  our  tables,  and  are  presumed  to  be  read 
by  every  member.  I  will  not,  therefore,  con- 
sume the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading  them 
over,  amply  as  their  contents  would  repay  that 
trouble ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  present  a 
second  time,  the  table  of  sales  actually  made  in 
the  Hiwassee  district^  a  district  of  only  forbf 
miles  square,  and  which  proves  the  utter  fu- 
lacy  and  total  inapplicabuity  of  tlie  ol^eotlon. 
The  following  is  the  table : 

AmouMt  of  land  entered  in  iJu  Sntry  Office  ot  the 
Simueee  Diatriet,  Tenneuee,  and  amount  ijf  eatk 
received  from  the  ti  I^marj/,  1B24,  totkeid  F<i> 
rway,  1828. 
Prlee  per  sen.     Vo.  of  mm.     Cash  roealred. 
$  1  00  100,000  IIM.OOO 

1 00  03,000  00,000 

0  60  90,000  40,000 

0  20  80,000  90,000 

0  l%k  06,000  7,000 

0  01  182,000  1,200 


$2T«,920 

Such  is  the  triumphant  answer  which  actual 
experiment  ^vea  to  this  objection.  It  waa 
the  expttiment  of  one  diatnet;  but  tlie 
suit  waa  the  aame  In  others,  for  the  lav  wu 
eo-eztenrive  in  ita  application  with  the  eziat- 
oioe  of  the  State  huw.  But  even  without  Oil 
experimental  answer,  the  olfjection  would  have 
vanished  before  an  argnment.  Instead  of  wut> 
ing  for  the  lowest  price,  many  would  be  tempted 
to  give  more  than  the  land  was  worth,  either  to 
save  a  quartn:  section  which  was  neoeaaary  to 
complete  the  etzo  and  form  of  their  estate,  or  to 
supply  it  with  wood,  or  a  stream  of  water,  or  a 
stone  quariT,  or  a  sugar  orchard,  or  to  ke«>  off 
a  bad  neighbor,  or  to  form  a  settlement  for  a 
child,  or  to  keep  open  an  outlet  for  stock. 
Such  was  the  natoral  progress  and  order  of 
things.  He  that  wanted  a  piece  of  land  that 
Baited  him  would  oheerftilly  onbraoe  the  fint 
oppcHrtimil7  of  takfaig  it  up  for  its  real  valoe, 
leat  another  ahonld  forestall  him  in  the  pn> 
chase,  and  make  htm  afterwards  pay  more  ttum 
the  value.  To  suppose  otherwise,  and  to  as- 
sert, as  this  olfjection  implies,  that  the  people 
of  the  new  States  and  iWritories  wonld  wait 
wiUi  eaoh  othv  for  four  yeaK%  until  tlie  prioa 
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of  all  land  fell  to  26  cents  per  acre,  is  to  sup- 
pose tlie  existence  of  a  universal  combination, 
as  impossible  in  practice  as  it  would  be  dishon- 
orable in  conception.  And,  after  all,  it  could 
end  in  no  advantage ;  for  when  the  lands  had 
fillen  to  twenty-five  cents,  the  actual  settlers 
would  have  the  preference,  and  the  purchasers 
would  have  to  stand  off  until  the/  were  satis- 
fied, and  t^en  the  contest  would  begin  among 
them ;  for  if  two  or  more  applied  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  same  tract,  thej  would  have  to 
bid  for  it,  and  the  price  might  be  run  up  higher 
than  ever. 

The  fDurth  objection  to  my  bill  is  fonnd  in 
the  apprehension  of  speoulatora.  It  is  the  same 
old  o^fection,  Mr.  Prendent^  which  had  its  ^ect 
for  a  while  in  Tennessee,  as  we  learn  from 
Uessrs.  Smith  and  Mitchell,  and  whidi  was 
completely  falsified  by  the  event  there,  and  is 
ready  to  be  overthrown  by  argument  here.  Sir, 
lliere  can  be  no  snch  thing  as  speculation  in 
wild  land,  in  the  present  state  of  America.  A 
speculator  buys  to  sell  again.  His  plan  is  to 
buy  low,  and  sell  high ;  but  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  America,  idthoogh  he  may  bay  low 
enough,  yet  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  seU  still 
lower.  What  chance  is  there  for  wild  land  to 
risef  The  TTuted  States  own  eleren  hundred  i 
nillioiu  <^  acres,  for  which  she  eannot  find 
purdissers.  Mexico  and  Canada  have  more 
than  they  can  give  away.  The  old  States  and 
tiie  new  States  are  fall  of  improved  land,  ofier- 
ed  for  sale  on  tiie  most  reduced  tenns.  Ton 
see  ten  sellers  for  one  purchase*.  The  old 
speculators  of  1817-'18,  that  is  to  say,  the  few 
that  have  escaped  ruin,  cannot  sell  their  lands, 
and  are,  in  fact,  the  reel  authors  of  this  objec- 
tion. The  body  of  the  people  do  not  make  it 
They  laugh  at  it  They  know  that  the  laws  of 
entul  and  primogeniture  are  abolished,  and 
Chat  the  greatest  landholder  of  the  present  day 
is  <»ily  the  trustee  for  other  people's  children ; 
that  Mb  ptmUxitTf  and  the  posterity  of  lus  pm- 
«nt  tenants,  wlU  exdliange  posititnis  in  two  or 
three  geno'ationa,  perhap  in  one  generation ; 
ud,  as  for  present  purchases,  they  know  that 
they  can  rise  as  early,  ride  as  &st,  get  to  the 
office  as  soon,  and  sliow  as  good  money  as  any 
(peculator.  If  it  comes  to  bidding,  they  can 
bid  as  high.  If  it  comes  to  drawing  lots,  they 
stand  as  good  a  chance  as  any  man  for  the  long 
straw.  In  a  word,  sir,  the  people  are  not  afraid 
of  speculators.  They  know  there  is  no  such 
thing.  The  objection  has  been  tried  upon 
them,  and  they  laugh  at  it. 

The  fifth  objection  supposes  Hi&t  the  Federal 
Government  will  not  get  the  value  of  its  lands 
under  mj  bOL  I  demand,  air,  if  it  gets  the 
value  under  the  present  system?  And  I  an- 
swer no  1  I  assert  that  it  gets  nothing  imder 
the  present  ^atem :  that  tibe  thirfy-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  reoeiTed  in  forty-two  years,  for 
twenty  millions  of  acres,  has  been  sunk,  and 
double  sunk,  and  five  times  over  sunk,  in  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt  while  this 
•am  was  collecting  and  in  the  expenses  of  the 


system.  I  say  that  it  will  get  quickly  under 
my  bill,  what  it  gets  at  all ;  that  an  average  of 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  received  in  foor  or  fivo 
years,  for  the  refuse  lands,  will  be  worth  more 
to  the  Treasury  than  $1  25,  received  for  the 
same  lands,  would  be  worth  thirty  or  forty 
years  hence.  But  I  dismiss  this  calculation  as 
one  of  inferior  and  subordinate  conaderaticm.  I 
look  to  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  more  than 
to  tlieir  sales.  It  is  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
which  enriches  the  country ;  and  in  this  point 
of  view,  the  coun^  is  alwi^s  a  gainer  when 
any  portirai  of  the  public  lands  is  passed  from 
the  Federal  Oovenunrat,  which  eaunM  euUS- 
vate  them,  into  the  bonds  of  private  owners 
who  can.  As  a  proof  of  this,  look  to  the  duties 
which  have  been  received  on  imports,  which 
imports  are  founded  on  the  exports  which  are 
the  products  of  the  soil.  Yon  will  see  them 
amounting,  in  thirty-seven  years,  the  period 
that  the  present  constitution  has  been  in  force, 
to  $676,000,000.  Yes,  sir,  to  five  hundred  and 
seventy  five  millions  of  doUarsl  And  this 
source  of  revenue,  instead  of  being  f-rhflnc^o^ 
by  one  year's  cultivation  like  the  revenue  from 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  which  can  only  be  re* 
ceived  once,  is  percmnial  mi  eternal,  renewing 
itself  incessantly,  and  augmaiting,  fnan  yesr 
to  year,  with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  ol'pc^ 
ulation.  Surely  it  ii  our  policy  to  increase  tlui 
bountiful  source  of  revenue,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  give  a  quarter  section  of  land  to  erei; 
inhabitant  that  will  cultivate  it 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  objections  which  have 
been  made  to  the  graduation  cJause  of  nay  biD, 
Mr.  President,  without  noticing  one  vhich  I 
heard  in  Missouri,  but  which  has  not  been  en- 
forced by  any  speaker  on  this  floor.  It  was 
the  objection  of  a  tanner  who  supplied  his  vaa 
with  bark  from  the  public  lands,  and  who,  af- 
ter running  over  all  the  worn  out  objections 
about  speculators,  etc,  admitted  that  his  tnis 
ol^eotiim  was  altogether  of  a  difiiH«nt  natnie: 
that  if  the  bUl  passed  all  the  hmd  vonld  be 
bought  up,  and  he  would  get  no  more  pnbSe 
bark   to  ton  with. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  the  dcmoticHk  clause, 
and  admit  at  once  that  its  primary  intentiom  is 
to  better  the  condition  of  the  poor.  I  know  it 
to  be  written  in  that  book  which  is  the  epitoooe 
of  all  knowledge,  **that  the  rich  ralctfa  the 
poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  the 
lender."  I  know,  too,  that  it  is  said  by  my 
venerable  and  venerated  friend  from  iartii 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macok,)  that  Governments  are  not 
made  for  the  poor,  but  against  them ;  that  the 
rich  get  the  benefits  and  the  poor  get  the 
burthens  of  Govenmient;  and  I  know^at  this 
severe  remark  has  much  foundatirak  in  the  his- 
tory of  manUnd,  yet  it  has  not  slways  bem  sow 
There  have  been  exceptions,  and  especially  in 
that  great  republic,  whose  name,  after  the  lusq 
of  two  tiionsand  years,  still  shines  as  a  leii&ig 
star  in  the  firmament  of  natirais.  It  was  not 
so  among  the  ancient  Bomans.  With  that  he- 
roic pe^le,  aUhongh  the  Gowiuneiib  wm 
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oMeflr  in  the  hands  of  the  Patridans,  yet  the 
poor  had  an  interest  in  th^  ooantry,  and  that 
mterest  was  foonded  in  tiieir  share  m  the  mh- 
Ho  lands.  Vlien  a  oonqoest  was  made,  half  the 
Iwds  were  immediately  set  aride  for  grataitous 
distribation  anumg  the  poor;  the  other  half 
waa  put  up  to  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
treasury.  Besides  this  fundamental  law,  we 
read  in  the  history  of  that  greet  people,  of  00- 
canonal  donations  of  land  to  20,000  poor  fami- 
lies at  a  time.  Hany  laws  were  made  for  the 
protection  of  their  lands — as  the  Licinian  law, 
which  secured  their  possessions  Q>r  aeveral 
hundred  years,  and  for  the  enforcement  of 
which  the  Gracchi  lost  their  lives.  It  was  this 
interost  in  the  soil  of  their  country,  which 
made  tiie  love  of  that  conntry  so  strong  a  pas- 
sion in  tiie  breast  al  the  Roman  dttzea.  It 
was  this  which  made  every^  Roman  glory  in 
the  name,  and  hold  himsen  forever  ready  to 
fight  and  die  for  his  country.  And  cannot  the 
same  cause  produce  the  same  effect  with  us? 
Congress  is  charged  with  providing  for  "  the 
common  defence  "  of  the  nation,  and  %he  ex- 
pends millions  upon  the  fortifications  of  the 
seacoast,  and  upon  the  equipment  of  ships  for 
the  sea.  And  may  she  not  give  land  for  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier  ?  Great  Britain 
is  now  filling  Upper  Canada  with  freeholders, 
at  a  great  expense  to  the  crown.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  choice  land  to  each  emigrant 
—expenses  of  removal— provisions  for  one  year 
— seed-grains  for  the  first  crop—fiuming  tools, 
and  honsehold  utensils,  a  cow,  at  the  cost  of 
£4 10s.  sterling :  such  are  the  inducements  which 
England  holds  out  for  the  settlement  of  Upper 
Canada.  And  why  ?  For  the  obvious  purpose 
of  strengthening  herself  ag^nst  us  in  that  quar- 
ter: and  shall  we  not  strengthen  ourselves 
against  her  in  the  opposite  quarter }  And  by 
the  some  means?  The  defence  furnished  by 
patriotism  and  valor,  has  been  called  "the 
cheap  defence  of  nations,"  and  so  in  fact  it  is. 
A  brave  people,,  devoted  to  their  country,  is  its 
cheapest,  as  well  as  Its  surest,  defence.  Of  this 
defence,  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Government 
to  avail  itself  to  any  degree.  It  may  have  as 
many  warriors  as  it  pleases  on  its  frontier.  It 
has  hnndreds  of  millions  of  acres  of  vacant  land 
in  the  frontier  States  and  territories,  and  some 
hundred  thousuid  citizens  witliout  freeholds. 
Let  it  give  them  land ;  lot  it  give  them  an  in- 
terest in  their  country ;  a  home  for  their  wives 
and  their  little  ones ;  and  they  will  never  be 
found  without  a  horse  and  a  rifle ;  without  a 
willing  mind,  a  courageous  heart,  and  a  strong 
arm,  when  that  country  demands  tiieir  service. 
Let  not  the  character  of  these  people  be  Judged 
by  the  infamous  British  publications,  towhich  too 
many  of  onr  statesmen  look  for  information  of 
their  own  country.  I  have  one  of  these  poblica- 
tions,  which  I  have  reserved  to  read  in  this  place, 
that  I  might  bear  witness,  on  this  elevotedi  thea^ 
tre,  l>efore  the  whole  American  Senate,  to  its  base 
and  libellous  character.  It  is  from  tiie  Briti^ 
Qoarterty  Beview,  Ho.  61.  listen  to  it : 


"  We  aSrm,  without  fear  of  cootradiotion,  or  of 
error,  that  there  is  not  to  be  found,  on  the  fiuM  of 
the  globe,  a  race  of  toen  so  utterly  abandoned  to 
vice  and  to  crime,  so  devoid  of  all  fear  of  God,  and 
regard  towards  man,  as  the  outsettlan  of  Eentoekyj 
OUo,  and  other  back  States.^' 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  affirm,  without  fear 
of  error,  and  with  utter  contempt  for  all  contra- 
diction, that  a  baser  libel  was  never  publi^ed, 
against  any  people,  than  this  which  I  have  read. 
It  has  been  exposed  by  one  who  linovrs  its 
folsity,  (Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan,  in  the 
KorUi  American  Review ;)  and  I  add  my  voice 
to  his,  and  frtnu  personal  knowle^.  I  have 
known  the  people  of  the  frontier  States  from 
my  boyhood — have  travelled  among  them,  and 
Iivedamongthem;andeantmly  say,  that;  for 
all  the  manly  virtoea— for  integrity,  fob-  dol- 
ing, courage,  oenerority,  and  b^italitgr  ther 
are  proverbiaTand  nniivdled.  Tne  hei^htea 
struiger  never  knocks  at  their  gate  in  vain; 
the  traveller  never  quits  their  house  hungry : 
locks  and  bars  are  not  necessary  for  the  sec^ari- 
ty  of  cribs  and  bams :  the  mail  needs  no  guard : 
the  solitary  nnarmed  tvaVeller,  in  a  journey  of 
a  thousand  mil^s,  ei^oys  a  safety  by  day  and  by 
night,  which  he  would  look  for  in  vain  in  the 
streets  of  that  capital  of  Great  Britain,  frtim 
which  issued  the  infam(.>u8  libel  which  I  have 
read  to  you.  It  is  the  people  of  these  frontier 
States  to  whom  we  ore  chiefly  indebted  for  the 
gluricsofthelatewar.  It  is  to  them  we  are  ehief- 
ly  to  look  in  future  wars.  They  are  with  us 
^tlie  cheap  d^enoe  of  the  nation."  And  chall 
they  niit  have  an  inheritance  in  the  land  of  their 
&therB  f  Shall  they  not  have  a  home,  as  well  as 
a  grave,  in  the  land  which  they  defend?  Shall 
we  part  with  no  ground  hot  for  gold  and  ailverf 
Shall  we  consider  money  mure  valuable  than 
patriotism?  Shall  we  act  upon  the  principle 
which  I  have  heard  asserted  on  this  floor,  that 
the  man  who  cannot  pay  $100  for  eighty  acres 
of  land  is  not  worth  having  for  a  citizen?  Sir, 
I  know  better.  I  know  that  an  immense  pro- 
portion of  the  inhabitants  of  new  oonntiies 
never  see  the  day  when  they  are  masters  of  100 
silver  dollaia,  to  bo  paid  down  for  a  jneoe  ct 
lAud,  Early  marriages,  the  cores  of  fimiily, 
current  expenses  for  indispensable  object^  aoo- 
dents,  misfortunes,  and  losses,  prevent  the  acoa- 
mulation  of  such  a  sum — small  as  it  may  seem 
to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  handling  mon^, 
but  great,  in  fact,  to  him  who  gets  nothing  but 
by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  and  whose  first  earn- 
ings go  to  tlie  daily  support  of  his  wife  and  his 
children.  Poverty  is  not  always  the  efiect  of 
vice  or  loudness.  Many  are  bom  poor,  and  re- 
mtun  so;  many  are  bom  rich,  and  become  poor 
through  misfortune ;  and,  to  all,  the  change  of 
condition  from  tenant  to  fr'eeholder,  is  the  most 
difiBcult  part  of  their  lives.  Let  the  Federal 
Government  make  that  change  for  them.  It 
con  do  it  for  hundreds  of  thoasuidB,  and  be 
none  the  weaker  or  poorer,  but  richer  and 
stronger  on  acooont  <a!  it  Great  and  mwi- 
torioQS  are  the  serrlces  of  the  poor.  They  are 
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Bokliers  in  the  time  of  war,  and  CBltiTatoraboth 
la  mr  end  peace.  Their  daily  labor  le  the  peren- 
idal  Booree  of  lood  to  man  and  beast  Dai^ 
dothfff  dHHSten  the  earth  with  the  sweat  of 
th^  brow.  Shdl  that  sweat  eoDtinoe  to  tall 
upon  ground  whioh  is  not  their  own)  Shall 
thejr  remain  without  land  voder  a  QoTemment 
abonading  with  land  f  Sfa  alt  the j  be  compelled 
to  choose  between  ^e  hard  altematives  of  be- 
ing trespassers  or  tenants,  all  their  lives  1  Shall 
they  see  fcrever  this  Federal  GoTemmmt.  af- 
ter oonBtitDting  itself  sole  parduiser  of  limd 
from  Indians,  resolve  itself  into  the  hard  char- 
aoter  of  specniator  and  moDcnpolizer,  and  make 
*^merchuidise  "out  of  God's  flxst  ftnd  greatest 
gift  to  mant 

The  oessitHi  olani^  Hr.  PKsidflnt,  to  whidk 
I  now  prooeed,  is  the  fimrth  and  last  dflose  in 
the  bilL  Its  nature  has  been  explained.  The 
other  danses  being  adopted,  the  adc^ition 
tUs  one  would  seem  a  matter  of  coarse.  It 
coold  no  longer  be  an  object  to  keep  np  offices 
in  tiie  <M  districts,  to  adl  the  miserable  refuse 
which  would  remain  unsold  for  a  year,  after 
having  been  offered  \U  twenty-fire  cents  per 
acre.  The  expense  would  not  ^astify  it.  The 
tmly  qnestion  would  be  between  giving  them 
np  to  tiie  States  for  beneficial  purposes,  or  suf- 
fering then)  to  lie  idle  for  hundreds  of  years, 
under  the  barren  sceptre  of  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment.  That,  with  me,  Would  be  no  question  at 
nil,  The  States,  with  the  advantage  of  local 
knowledge,  and  near  snperintendMioe,  could 
nidie  them  av^laUe  in  promodng  education 
and  improving  the  oonntry :  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federsi  Government,  they  would  be  a  harbor 
for  wild  beasts,  and  nuisances  to  the  <»unti7 
for  hundreds  of  years.  I  dwell  particularly, 
iix.  President,  on  this  idea.  These  refuse  lands 
are  the  aoaroee  of  disease  and  death.  I  have 
in  my  hand  tiie  statement  of  an  officer  whose 
habitual  correctness  is  above  all  pruso— -a  gen- 
tleman who  hides  superior  merit  in  a  subordi- 
nate station — one  who  takes  pains  to  oonoeal 
more  science  than  any  other  gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  can  show — ^I  apeak  of  CJol,  KoRee, 
Bnrveyor  Oenend  in  MisBonn,  whose  report  up- 
on the  inundated  lands  of  Itissouri  and  BliDols 
vw  made  under  your  instmoticMis,  and  printed 
by  your  <»der— -I  have,  I  say,  his  statement  in 
my  hand,  which  shows  1,096  ponds,  lakes,  and 
zu&TBhee  in  these  two  States,  on  an  area  of  four 
millions  ot  acres,  or  the  one^twenUeth  part  of 
their  sur&oe.  They  cover  several  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  The  most  of  them  belong  to 
the  Federal  Government.  They  ore  nnisanoes  to 
the  oonntry,  and  nnisanoes  which  the  local  au- 
thorities lutve  not  the  means  to  abate.  They 
are  the  sonroe  of  idcknesa  and  death  to  the 
nei^boring  inhabitants;  even  to  those  who 
have  bouidtt  land  from  the  owner  of  the  nni- 
aanoe.  Mmj  sooh,  after  years  of  contention 
with  noxious  and  pestUentul  air,  spending  their 
moiey,  ud  losing  many  membns  of  thedr  tua- 
Uy  in  the  vatn  omfliot,  have  been  oonqteBed  to 
loffn  •way,  ■bwidoniiig  their  yomtmAmm  wtth- 


out  rent  or  sale.  Sir,  I  ooneider  it  ae  plafat  laa- 
gnage,  not  unonnting  to  meti^Aoricol,  to  caQ 
uuae  1,090  ponds,  lakes,  8waiiq>a,  and  marahe^ 
so  many  Federal  Qaniscms,  massed  by  Innn- 
merable  and  invidble  agents  of  deetnwtion,  in 
the  diape  of  «arioQ8  diseases,  for  the  extenni' 
nation  of  the  inhabitants.  I^e  Amorieait  Bot- 
tom is  the  chief  seat  of  these  1,000  gamsoos,  and 
melancbolyis  the  havoo  which  tliey have  made 
upon  it  Who  has  not  heard  or  read  of  this 
incomparable  and  unrivalled  bc^tom,  oaUed  by 
pe-eminence,  American  f  And  how  faint  and 
inadequate  is  the  conception  whioh  any  descrip- 
tion can  i^ve  to.thoM  who  have  not  seen  iti 
Figure  to  yonrselfl  Kr.  President,  an  alhivioa. 
bottom^  ninety  miles  long,  and  averaging  fire 
milea  wide,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Mtssis- 
sipM,  fertified  on  the  other  In  a  loitj  rampart 
ttfumetttne rook;  ^vided and  Mibdivided  initi 
whde  eztoit  into  woodland  and  prairie  ;  the 
wood  filled  with  vines  and  wild  froit;  the  prai- 
ries  covered  widi  grass  and  flowers  ;  the  aofl 
rich,  like  the  Delta  of  the  IHle,  and  too  kme, 
too  ligHt,  to  hold  the  Etreams  of  water  which 
gush  from  the  rampart  of  roclc,  or  fdl  frwa 
the  high  country  above,  and  which  are  swal- 
lowed np  in  their  vain  attempt  to  reach  the 
river ;  situated  under  the  temperate  latitude  of 
87  and  88,  opponte  to  the  flourishing  market 
town  of  Sc.  Louis,  and  within  four  days*  sail  of 
New  Orleans :  figure  to  yourself  these  ol^eets^ 
and  yon  then  have  an  oatilne  <tf  the  Amexiaan 
Bottom,  which  yoor  own  rich  fanarinniion  maj 
fill  np,  in  ita  happier  d^  with  fiel^  almast 
black  with  dork  green  oom;  other  fields  yeOow 
with  ripening  wheat,  barley,  rye,  and  oats,  re- 
flecting the  rays  of  a  brilliant  enn  from  their 
level  golden  UDiform,  and  waving  sarfkce ;  or- 
chards loaded  with  young  flmit ;  vines  -with 
grapes ;  vast  herds  of  cattle  wading  op  te  their 
sides  in  the  tall  pndrie  grass ;  and  all  thb  in 
an  atmosphere  fragrant  with  Uie  fresh  perfnins 
of  innumerable  flowers  and  bloasoms.  This 
magnificent  bottom  was  ti»  fint  abode  of  the 
French  in  the  vallev  of  the  Mississippi.  Its  set- 
tlement, by  the  fi^owers  <^  Ia  Satle,  aboni  the 
year  1660,  was  coeval  irtth  the  iwHlMnMit  of 
Phihidelphia.  Before  the  peace  of  lT«8,-wbieh 
transferred  the  Osnadas  and  lUiwrii  tone  Brit- 
ish Crown,  it  was  the  seat  of  a  nnmerone  pop- 
ulation, which  supplied  New  Orlews  with  pro* 
viaons,  and  sent  three  companies  <tf  n^te  to 
assist  in  the  destruction  or  Braddock,  «t  Fast 
Duqoesne.  Kaskaskia  was  then  a  zicli  and 
flourishing  town ;  Oabokia,  Prairie  de  Rodier, 
and  Praine  de  Pont,  were  gay  Moi  smiling  v3- 
lages ;  Fort  Obartrea,  with  its  nomeroos  mod 
brilliant  garristm,  gave  security  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  imparted  life  and  animation  to  th^ 
innocent  joys.  But,  rince  then,  how  ohni^edl 
The  transfer  of  the  Illinois  to  Graet  BribMn, 

give  the  first  blow  to  ita  ^ti^erity.  Fort 
hartoea  lost  ita  namerana  BnrisoB.  Tbm 
Jesoits,  who  had  a  o(dlwe  atKandda,  led  many 
of  their  fiock  to  the  SgaoMi  ride  oT  the  river, 
and  founded  Bt.  Look  and  Sto.  Geoerieve.  Tke 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATBS  OF  OONGBBSa 


681 


Gradnatimt^  At  Price  ffOuPvUieLandt. 


[SKRATIfc 


expedition  of  Gmeral  Clarfc,  in  TS,  acared  off 
othera;  and,  to  orown  aU  these  oauBeaof  emi- 
gration, oame  the  ordinsnoe  of  1787,  tor  the 

Srerament  of  tlie  Korthwesfe  Tenitorr,  and 
r  the  exdusiw  of  flUvery  from  it  TheFrencii 
are  attached,  Ifr.  President,  ta  their  slaves. 
Tbey  call  them  by  kind  and  gentle  appeUations, 
"moAoflu,"  "mon  enfant,"  "ma ^h,"  anuot 
nufrequent  terms  of  addraaa  to  their  ''bond 
men  "  and  their  '*  hood  women.'*  The  fear  of 
lu^ng  this  qwciea  of  property,  nnder  the  aew 
ordinance,  f^ve  the  latA  impoluon  to  the  emi- 
grating spirit,  and  the  greater  part  of  tJie  ra- 
inainiog  sUreholdeni  followed  their  oonntry- 
men  across  the  Uia&iBsippi,  or  down  it  to  New 
Orleans.  At  the  anivu  of  the  Americans,  as 
we  were  called,  Dp<m  the  ooqnidtkm  of  LouM- 
tauk  in  1604,  the  popnlatkm  was  finrod  to  be 
three-ftmrths  gone:  and  at  Kaataitkia,  Fort 
Ohartres,  and  the  TiIlage^  the  trsrdler  was  as- 
tonislied  at  the  sight  of  rains  in  the  heart  of  the 
New  World.  But  the  bottom  had  too  many  at- 
tractions to  be  overlooked  by  emigrants.  Oar 
people  b^an  to  settle  npon  it,  and  to  apply 
their  energies  to  its  oaltivation ;  bnt  they  also 
have  been  compelled  to  remove.  The  yrals  of 
water,  formed  by  refluent  cnrrents  from  the 
river,  or  by  rains  from  thehUl^  has  taken  pos- 
session of  the  low  parts,  and  fonned  permanent 
lakes  by  the  depo«t  of  the  tenaoioos  clayey  sed- 
iment which  oame  from  the  cultivated  umds. 
The  populatiMi  was  too  weak  to  drain  them,  or 
to  iisDoe  oat  lAe  river  by  levees,  at  the  low 
pla(wa»  The  Btate  antlioiules  laoud  the  power 
or  the  means  to  do  iL  The  Federal  Government^ 
to  whom  all  these  miiaanoes  belonged^  like  an 
Irish  landlord,  livl^  io  London,  was  ignorant 
of  their  ezistenoe.  The  very  water  whidbfiwrns 
these  lakes  and  ponds,  was  supposed  by  it  to  be 
land,  and  is  offered  for  sole  at  tiie  minimatn  price 
of  one  doUar  twenty-five  cents  the  snpei^cial 
acre.  Hie  conaeqaenoe  is,  that  the  American 
Bottom  is  less  popoloas  now  than  it  was  at  the 
period  of  the  aoqaisition  of  Loairiana;  ksseo 
thaa  it  was  when  I  first  saw  it,  twelve  years  ago, 
and  becoming  less  popnloos  every  year.  The 
ataguant  waters  encroach  npon  the  pet^e,  and 
the  people  retire  from  before  tbem.  TheFederal 
Government  owns  these  noiBaiices.  and  will  nei- 
tbw  abate  them,  nor  contribate  its  proportion 
among  other  landholders,  to  have  them  abated. 
They  taereaae  in  sice  and  ii|tmber,  and  are  becom- 
ing the  lords  of  the  bottom :  bat  if  the  cession 
(daoae  in  my  IhU  abi^  take  effect,  the  doaae 
which  I  am  now  pressing  on  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  this  sad  picture  may  soon  be  reversed. 
These  onisances,  and  their  proximate  dumtun, 
woold  change  ownws,  and,  in  the  change,  they 
would  get  a  master  on  the  spot  to  treat  diem 
as  they  deserve.  They  would  soon  cease  to  be 
garrisons,  nther  State  or  Federal,  metaphorical 
or  real,  for  tiie  destmotaon  of  peofde's  lives. 
Wise  laws  would  be  passed  by  the  ^ate  Legis- 
latare,  foundod  in  local  knowledge^  a&frtad  to 
tiie  evil,  and  ezeonted  hr  persuis  interMted  in 
their  snoaaifc  Foiidibl<>'>^*°diwaiopa  woold 


disappear ;  their  pesUlential  airs  would  vanish ; 
health  would  be  restored  to  the  American  Bot- 
tom ;  and,  with  it,  an  unalloyed  enjoyment  to 
the  planter  and  &rmer  of  this  terrestrial  Fmu- 
dfse,  I  have  confined  what  I  have  to  ai^,  Mr, 
President,  upon  the  snljecC  of  these  nidsaucea, 
to  the  American  Bottom  alone,  not  beoaose  it  is 
their  only  seat,  but  because  I  wished  to  striko 
the  ima^nation,  and  fix  the  attention  with  one 
eminent  example  of  this  evil,  wfatoh  would  dofor 
a  thousand  lesser  instances.  But  they  are  not 
limited  to  tiiat  bottom.  These  nnisanoea  are 
found  in  ample  number,  differing  in  magnitude, 
not  in  nature,  upon  the  matins  of  all  the  creeks 
and  rivers  in  all  the  States  and  TerritOTiesJrom 
the  Qnlf  const  of  Louiaana,  Alabama,  and  Flori- 
da, to  the  Lake  ^ores  oi  Indiana  and  Michigan. 
Th^  extend  from  Detroit  to  New  Orleans. 
They  are  the  property  of  the  Fedoal  Govem- 
loent^  and  evenrwhere  they  are  aonroea  ot 
disease.  Win  the  Fedml  Qoverament  hold 
on  to  them  fbreverf  mu  it  ctmtbiue  to  mm 
its  barren  sceptre  over  pestilential  awampa  and 
marshes,  as  well  as  over  desert  pndriea,  flinty 
biUa^  and  sterile  ridges  t 


TuasDAT,  April  23, 

Oradmtion  of  the  Price  <if  the  Pt^lie  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BKraoB:  the  bill  for  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  the  Pablio  I^ds  was 
taken  up;  and,  the  questioa being  onemcrosung 
the  bill 

Hr.  DiCEKBSOK  obaerved  that  ha  shonld  coi^ 
aider  himself  nnfUthfnl  to  his  trust,  if  he  did 
not  to  the  last,  oppose  the  bill  under  oonridera- 
tion— -which  he  considered  as  in  a  higher  degree 
than  any  bill  heretofore  broaght  before  OongnsL 
to  wrest  from  the  old  States  their  undoubtea 
rights,  to  destroy  tiie  coofidenoo  that  ought  to 
sobsist  between  the  old  and  new  States  and  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  tiiooonqiMt  by  whleh  they 
are  held  together. 

The  bill  api^ies  to  eighty  millions  of  acres ;  if 
they  bring  nothing  into  our  Treasury,  it  will  ho 
ibllytoozpeetwy  thing  flrom  tiie  reddneof  our. 
pab&a  lands.  These  bnda  are  the  oonimon 
stock  of  the  United  States.  Tboae  that  have 
been  oeded  by  oortaln  States,  have  been  odded 
expnaij  as  n  o«nmon  stoc^.  Those  that  have 
been  purchased,  have  been  porohased  ontof  thO' 
common  fnnd.  Oar  public  lands  have  cost  us 
more  than  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
sides probably  an  eqnal  sum  in  protecting  and 
defending  them.  And  are  we  now  about  to  re- 
linquish the  pecuniary  advantages  which  were 
anticipated  from  those  lands  which  we  have 
aoquired  and  protected  at  snch  immense  ex- 

Knae  f   On  the  part  of  the  Btate  from  which  I' 
ve  the  honor  to  come,  I  can  never  assent  to 
this  arrangement. 

New  Jersey  hss  a  vested  ridit  to  a  share  of 
those  laoda,  from  which  she  did  hope  to  obtain 
some  remuneration  for  her  heavy  lones  and  ex- 
pensy  ineanying  on  the  B«vobtioiuiy  war. 
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New  Jersey  acqaired  no  crown  lands  wiUiin  Iier 
bonndaries  by  tiie  Bevolntion.  She  never  own- 
ed any  part  of  lier  soil,  except  by  porchsse— ^ 
aerer  taxed  tbe  lands  of  the  proprietors.  Bnt 
the  gentleman  from  In^ana  says  there  has  been 
DO  moment  when  New  Jersey  could  not  tax 
these  lands.  She  has  the  power  to  tax  these 
lands,  hot  it  cannot  be  done  with  strict  jnstice, 
inasmach  as  there  was  an  agreement  some  eighty 
or  one  hundred  years  ago.  npon  certain  conces- 
sions as  to  the  sale  of  tnese  lands,  tliat  they 
should  not  be  taxed.  A  sense  of  jnstice  has 
prevented  any  attempt  at  taxation. 

Kew  Jersey  has  submitted  to  her  condition 
without  murmurinfi;.  She  has  asked  but  little, 
and  receiv^  nothing.  I  did,  by  instraction, 
•sk  a  douatim  of  lands  for  an  asylum  of  the 
deaf  and  dnmb,  estaUished  in  that  State.  The 
boon  waa  asmallonef  Iwt  it  was  reflised.  Since 
whid^  I  have  voted  aMinst  donations  of  lands, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so  till  some  equitable 
^ndple  shall  be  adopted  fbr  tile  regnlatton  of 
each  dtmiddons. 

Tbe  qnestiim  bdns  taken  <m  ei^roasbig  the 
bill,  it  was  rejected,  by 

Teas. — Uessrs.  B«ntoD,  Berrien,  Boaligny,  Cobb, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnston  of  Louisiuia,  Kane,  King,  Hc- 
Kintey,  Koble,  Bidgely,  Bowan,  Ruggles,  Tazewell, 
Thomas,  WUte,  WiUiuiis— 21. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bell, 
Branch,  (^ndler,  Chase,  Dickereon,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Knight,  McLane,  Macon,  Marks,  Farria,  Robbios, 
Beymour,  Biisbee,  Smith  <tf  Maryland,  Snith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Tan  Boren,  Webstar,  Vniley, 
Woodbary— 25. 


"WmsaaDATf  April  28. 
QradiwUim  ^  ths  Priee  <(f  the  Pvblie  Lands. 

Kr.  Maoon  said  that  he  considered  that  the 

anestion  was  never  taken  on  the  first  section  of 
le  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  pnl^c  hmda, 
disconnected  from  tbe  rest  of  the  bill.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  first  section,  and  therefore  mov- 
ed to  reoonnder  tbe  vote  on  the  bill,  with  the 
Tiew  of  striking  ont  all  but  the  first  seoHon. 

Mr.  WiBflTtEB  said  he  thon^t  a  motion  to 
rooonrfder,  fbr  any  partionlar  pnrpose,  was 
xathw  novel. 

The  CSiiur  sidd,  that  &e  motion  for  recondd- 
eration  on^bt  to  be  Satinet 
The  motion  was  then  laidtm  libe  table. 

FmuiT,  April  S5. 
Suniwrt  Secohition, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbitrt,  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  certain  Surviving  Qffioen  of  ^  Bevo- 
IntitHi  waa  taken  up. 

Ifr.  Sinni,  of  Booth  OaidiDB,  aaid.  tiiat 
whai,  on  a  fimner  oooasioD,  the  iS&  had  been 
befbre  tbe  Senate,  it  had  expressed,  by  three 
several  votes,  on  different  sums  proposed,  its 
diaqilirobation  ot  the  fatm  in  which  thf  1^ 


tAnml888. 

was  then  presented.  He  bad  onderstocd,  at 
that  time,  that,  if  the  Senate  did  not  grant  tbe 
cUiim  then  advanced,  they  wonldietire  and  not 
urge  thdr  claim  again.  It  was,  however,  now 
brought  forward,  and  in  a  manner  widdi  m- 
dered  it  far  more  objectionable  than  finnaly. 
It  was  an  acceanon  to  the  pension  sjstm  of 
tbe  country,  and  be  believed  that  the  amoont 
of  money  which  it  would  eventually  call  for, 
would  for  exceed  any  computation  that  the 
committee  had  made.  He  also  olr}ected  tbat 
some  of  the  officers  were  men  wetdth,  and 
stated  that  be  knew  one  who  was  worth  (50,000. 

Mr,  Bhskien  considered  the  objecticHts  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  South  Candina  iq)plied  rather 
to  tbe  conduct  of  the  fiirada  of  tbe  bifl,  than  to 
the  oMm  itself.  Mr.  fi.  ^  not  reocAect  tbrt 
any  pledge  was  given  that  tiie  d^m  sho^  not 
be  further  urged ;  bnt  he  did  noolleet,  that  obs 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bill  declared  that  tbi 
officers  would  not  consent  to  be  pla<«d  on  tin 
'pension  list.  He  would  repeat  what  be  bd 
siuid  before :  that  he  had  arrived  at  a  CMivictMm 
that  these  officers  had  on  equitable  cldm  oo  tbs 
Government ;  and  he,  therefore,  waa  disposed  to 
acquie»)p  in  any  plan,  by  which  they  abadii  re- 
ceive it,  in  a  form  not  revolting  to  their  fe^ 
ings.  As  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleinan 
from  South  Carolina,  that  these  officers  vm 
men  <^  wealth,  he  woold  ask  if  ^at  was  a  good 
reason  for  not  granting  the  diuml  He  s^ted 
that  some  of  them  had  large  fortunes.  I  ahosU 
be  hm>py,  aaid  Ur.  B.,  to  know  that  tbeee  mea 
who  have  served  their  conntiy  so  faitbfollf, 
were  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  com- 
petence. But  it  was  not  so  general  as  to  ban 
any  efi^ect  on  the  large  mass  of  those  for  whom 
this  bill  provided.  In  reply  to  tbe  obJecti«i 
that  this  bill  would  swell  the  penmon  list,  be 
would  remark,  that,  as  it  was  a  debt  for  tbt 
payment  of  which  the  futh  of  the  Govemmeot 
was  pledged,  tbe  manner  in  which  it  was  dis- 
charged was  not  of  the  least  importance.  As  to 
the  supposition  .that  the  amount  aS  penston 
would  exceed  the  calcuIaUons  of  tbe  committee, 
Mr.  B.  stated,  that  tbe  nnmber  of  f^&aat  v« 
known,  and  the  i^prehenritHia  of  the  gBatiemn 
from  South  Oarddna  would  not  be  reused. 

Mr.  Woodbubt  said  in  reply  to  tbe  oljeetiiiu 
offered  by  lb.  terra,  South  Oandina,  tbab 
at  a  former  period  a  meeting  had  been  caDoi 
of  the  surviving  officfrs  of  uie  Revolutirai,  at 
Baltimore,  at  which  a  Committee  of  Com- 
qmndence  waa  i|>potnted,.to  correspond  wi^ 
.  individuals  in  ev«ry  State  in  the  Union.  Tint 
;  correspondence  had  taken  place,  and  from  tbe 
data  obtained,  the  number  of  those  offioffs  bad 
been  found  to  be  about  two  hundred  and  thir^- 
five — this,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  number 
of  officers  at  the  close  of  tbe  Revolutimi,  sffi>rd- 
ed  satisfactory  evidence  that  tbe  number  could 
not  essentially  vary  from  this  estimate.  Then 
could  be  no  large  entHr  in  tlfia  eompntatioD. 
As  to  any  pledge  having  been  given,  that  tUi 
d^m  shotifil  not  be  urged  agun,  after  its  rej«c- 
tiim,  in-  tiie  finm  ofi^ally  pn^tosed,  he  knav 
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nothioff  that  could  be  bo  oonstroed,  with  the 
exeeptfon  of  a  remark  made  by  Hie  gentleman 
from  New  Tork,  (Hr.  Yah  Bcbkr.)  He  had 
stated,  that  they  would  withdraw  their  me- 
morial if  the  only  grant  that  could  be  obtained 
was  the  insertion  of  their  names  on  the  pension 
roll.  And,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
the  pride  of  these  claimants  revolted  at  the  idea 
of  being  placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners  as 
mere  paupers,  when  they  considered  that  they 
had  a  claim  on  the  Government  under  a  prom- 
ise formerly  made  by  Congress.  Under  these 
eiroamstances  a  plan  had  been  projected,  on  a 
further  meeting  of  the  committee — still  retain- 
ing the  gronnd  the  Hghts  of  these  mooorial- 
is^  by  which  they  might  be  spared  from  the 
deg^vding  neoeraity  of  taking  an  oath  of  their 
pover^ — an  act  which  would  have  wounded 
their  leel^ga  to  no  useful  purpose;  and  the 
Senate  oonld  not,  he  thought,  refuse  this  eJi^t 
token  of  r«wrd  to  the  honorable  pride  of  these' 
Tcterans.  The  present  arrangement  would  re- 
quire a  sum  far  less  than  would  have  been  de- 
manded, had  these  officers  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  from  the  commencement. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  observed,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
seemed  to  fear  that  frands  wonld  be  committed 
under  this  act;  and  that  nnworthy  oljJectB 
would  reap  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  But  this 
was  out  of  the  question,  as  no  in^ndual  could 
be  embraced  by  this  measnre,  who  had  not 
been  on  the  commutation  ndl,  uid  received  the 
commntation.  These  indiviaoalB  could  easily 
be  ascertained,  so  that  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
frauds  the  gentleman  seemed  to  apprehend. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
had  only  supposed  that  other  persons  would 
oome  iiL  He  did  not  attribute  fhmd  to  any 
one. 

Mr.  SuTTB,  of  Maryland,  continued.  It 
amounted  to  the  same  thing.  Ko  one  could 
by  posubility  come  in,  but  those  for  whom 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  intended.  He 
tiioog^t  the  olneotion,  that  some  of  these  offl- 
oers  were  rioh,  had  no  ^tpUcation  to  the  bill 
There  mi^t  be  one  or  two  inrtanoes  of  the 
Jdnd ;  bat  what  had  tJiey  to  do  with  the  a^^ 
gate?  As  far  as  his  knowledge  extended!  it 
was  not  tiie  case.  In  Uaryland  he  knew  tiiat 
the  officers  of  the  continental  line  needed  the 
pension.  In  that  State  the  Cincinnati  met 
every  year,  and  at  those  meetings  the  death  of 
every  membw  was  reported— this  was  the 
ease  in  every  State  where  there  were  Cincinnati. 
So  that  the  numbers  of  the  sorvivors  could 
easily  be  ascertaiaed.  'Where  there  were  none 
other  means  could  be  used  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation required.  There  could  not,  therefore^ 
be  any  dlmonlty  in  ascertidning  the  individnals 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  bill.  He  liad 
itated  before,  that  the  oompatation  of  those 
who  had  been  in  the  army  uiree  years  at  the 
end  of  the  war,  had  been  correctly  m^e,  when 
the  poinan  UsC  was  first  a^tated  in  Congress. 


There  was  no  difficulty  In  making  out  the  list— 
bnt  the  oomputatimi  was  destroyed  aftenrarda^ 
by  hitrodncmg  those  who  had  served  nine 

months. 

Mr.  Ohakdlkr  inquired  if  those  who  received 
the  commutation  were  the  only  class  for  whom 
this  bill  provided.  He  should  like  to  know  why 
Uiose  wno  served  three  years,  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  those  who  served  six  years,  and  re- 
tired previous  to  the  close  of  tiie  war.  The 
former  lost  by  the  depreciation  of  the  ourreiuT', 
no  more  than  the  latter. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT,  in  reply,  sud,  that  the  offi* 
oers  for  whom  tliis  bill  provided,  not  only  lost, 
b  common  with  all  the  other  officers,  the  de- 
pretdation  on  their  pay,  but  the^  also  lost  tlw 
redaction  on  thdr  niJf  pay.  It  was  so  with 
the  soldiers.  The  bill  applied  to  those  only 
who,  having  been  promised  a  bonnty  of  eighty 
dollars,  lost  not  tmly  the  depreciation  npoB 
their  monthly  pay,  bat  the  depreciation  on 
their  bonnty. 

Mr.  Van  Bitbsn  made  some  remarks,  on 
rising,  which  the  reporter  coold  not  hear.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  objeo* 
tions  which  this  bill  was  doomed  to  meet.  It 
seemed  to  be  argued  that  tiiere  was  an  impro- 
prfety  in  pressing  this  claim  in  its  present  form. 
And,  on  uiis  hew,  he  would  say  a  few  words. 
These  officers  found  their  dum  upon  the  ocnn- 
mntation  of  the  half  p«y  for  llfb  which  Oon- 
gresa  had  proniiaed  them.  There  are  other 
considerations,  whidi  it  Is  not  now  necessary 
to  urge.  He  then  detailed  the  cironmstances 
under  which  tbe  memorial  of  the  officers  had 
been  brought  forward,  bat  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard  in  the  gallery. 
On  proposing  to  the  officers  the  acceptance  of 
a  place  on  the  pension  list,  they  sua  that  all 
who  had  been  driven  by  dire  necessity  to  that 
resort,  were  there  already.  The  present  ^an 
did  not  propose  to  give  what  tiiey  or  tneir 
friends  considered  them  entitied  to ;  but,  it  af< 
forded  some  relief  to  their  necesnties,  and  was 
an  amiroadi  towards  the  payment  of  a  debt 
formed  under  the  most  imposing  drcnmstancea, 
and  to  the  payment  of  which,  we  memoriallats 
were  entdtled  by  the  Ughest  and  stnmgeat  oon- 
siderations. 

Mr.  Hacoh  sdd,  that,  at  first,  this  clidm  had 
been  pnt  forth  on  l^iu  grounds,  which  were 
maintuned  by  the  first  lawyers  in  the  Senate. 
Now,  that  ground  appeared  to  have  been 
abandoned,  and  he  supposed  the  clium  was 
founded  on  a  debt  of  gratitude.  Even  grant- 
ing that  such  a  claim  existed,  and  that^  at  any 
other  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  it — tiiU 
certunly  was  not  the  right  period  for  malotig 
any  snob  grants.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  the  dstreases  of  the  people  were  greattf . 
In  his  part  of  the  country,  it  was  greater  than 
at  any  previons  period,  even  than  daring  the 
war.  Uoney  was  never  scarcer  than  now. 
He  knew  we  coold  borrow;  but  we  had  not  ft 
in  the  Treasury  to  q>are.  M.  also  urged 
that  tibere  were  other  classes  of  people,  who 
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■iifl^nd  from  the  rav^^  of  war,  and  lost  all 
iheir  property.  On  these  groimdiB  he  was  ttp- 
powd  to  thia  bOL 

Mr.  Chandi^e  expreHsed  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  reply  which  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Eampdiire  nad  ffiren  to  his  inquiry.  When  the 
officers  who  had  served  six  years  retired,  they 
had  lost  on  their  pay.  Bnt  here  was  another 
dasa,  who,  after  haviog  served  a  shorter  period, 
and  received  five  years*  additional  pay,  with 
some  depreciation,  were  to  reoeive  fall  p^  for 
life.  He  thought  It  unjust  and  partial ;  and  it 
eonjd  easily  be  perceiTed,  that  the  officers  and 
acddien,  who  swnd  eiz  years,  would  complain. 
Therefore  while  we  are  aboot  it,  why  not  pro- 
vide fv  m  whole  ? 

Hr.  Habbuon  said,  Uiat  the  frioids  of  this 
bill  wen  aaniled  on  all  sides,  and  in  the  moat 
eontrary  manner,  by  different  opponents.  Some 
geutlemoi  compUin  that  the  bill  goes  too  fkr, 
while  others,  lue  my  friend  from  Maine,  re- 
prooob  us  that  we  do  not  go  far  enough.  The 
pronsions  of  this  bill  are  not  limited,  becanse 
we  do  not  think  that  there  are  other  classes  of 
officers  to  whom  the  country  owes  gratitude, 
who  served  a  shorter  period.  Bnt  it  was  the 
pecuUar  nature  of  the  chums  of  these  officers 
wiiioli  limited  the  bill  to  them.  It  seemed 
rather  mifUr  that  the  advocates  of  this  measure 
should  be  assailed  at  once  by  oompUnts  for 
doing  too  much,  and  for  doing  too  httle.  The 
argument  so  mten  need  by  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  that  the  Govem- 
ment  oonld  not  pay  the  whole  amonnt  of  the 
deprecation  on  the  pay  of  the  army,  was  a 
Bofflcient  reply  to  the  oppoute  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine.  It  had  been  well  sud 
hy  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia,  (Mr.  Ttlkb,) 
on  a  fonner  day,  that  the  Exchequer  of  the 
world  would  not  supply  the  fhnds  to  defray  the 
losses  to  which  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina has  allnded.  But,  when  that  g^itleman 
apeaj»  of  the  loases  of  other  clasaes,  and  the 
•aerifloeB  <tf  j^vperty  which  iDdividnala  soffer- 
would  he  onnpara  the  losses  of  these  men 
who  sbed  thwr  blood,  and  risked  their  lives  in 
tibe  serviee,  to  losses  of  property?  Would  he 
oompare  the  blood  of  an  ox  to  the  blood  spilt 
hr  these  devoted  patriots?  He  hoped  not. 
tuM  1^  provides  for  that  class  of  men  who 
BofFered  most,  and  who  received  a  pledge  which 
was  nev«  frimlled. 

Mr.  WooDBimT  replied  to  the  questions  put 
by  Mr.  Haoon.  There  were  none  of  the  offi- 
cers provided  for  by  this  bill  who  had  not  serv- 
ed three  years.  He  was  very  frank  to  confess 
anpther  £ict,  which  was,  that  it  had  been  as- 
eertainedthiU^  the  (^Bcras  who  served  the  short* 
est  period  were  those  who  now  resided  in  the 
Soathem  States.  If  the  ^sorumnation  was 
made^  it  would  tw  in  fiivor  of  tboee  who  resided 
in  the  northem  States.  The  committee  had 
thought  tint  an  those  who  served  to  the  close 
of  tM  war  ought  to  be  provided  fnr,  without 
making  distinctions  in  avw  <tf  tiioae  who 
■erved  longer  thsn  others. 


[Amu,  18ML 

Mr.  HuBisoH  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^rt 

on  the  qnestd(m  of  filling  the  blanks,  which  was 

sostained. 

Mr.  GoBB  said,  that  if  he  understood  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  bill,  it  was  to  f^ve  the  full 
pay  of  a  captun  for  life,  to  these  officer^  and 
two  years*  pay  as  a  previous  gratuity.  I  (said 
Mr.  0.)  shall  vote  agunst  it ;  and  I  widi  to  ex- 
plain why  I  shsll  do  so.  If  this  is  a  grant  made 
upon  the  ground  of  a  debt,  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  ext«Q4ed  to  the  legel  rep- 
resentatives of  those  who  have  died,  as  well  aa 
to  the  anrvivors.  I  ask  wbedier the  presently 
doeanotdealputiallyl  Thatever  may  be  said 
hj  the  friends  of  the  measure,  I  oertMBlj  ^ 
understand,  that,  whoi  this  qnestioo  w«s  set- 
tled a  month  since,  by  three  several  votes-— the 
friends  of  the  bill  signified  the  determination 
of  these  officers  not  to  accept  of  pennona.  Tfaa 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  informed  na,  thai 
they  would  not  consent  to  be  placed  np<m  the 
pension  list,  -Well,  sir,  it  is  now  sud,  that  they 
ore  to  receive  full  pay  for  life — and  will  tbey 
say  that  this  Is  not  accepting  of  a  penaonl 
that  this  is  not  an  extension  of  the  pension  lys- 
tem?  They  made  the  declaration  that  these 
gentlemen  were  above  accepting  a  pensMm. 
But  now  we  find  tiiese  high-mmded  modeat  offi- 
cers of  the  Bevolution,  discovering  that  the  bill 
can  pasB  in  no  other  form,  not  averse  to  become 
pensioners.  The  features  d  this  bill  (said  lb, 
0.)  appear  to  me  to  be  more  ofiVjii^ve  now  than 
fwrnerly ;  for,  if  aaj  thing  was  to  be  given,  it 
onght  to  have  been  givoi  as  a  donation.  The 
present  plan  extends  the  pension  princif^  too 
sir.  And  as  he  had  been  alwajs  against  dona- 
tions, Viewing  them  as  he  did,  as  unoonstitntioaal, 
he  hoped  the  Senate  would  be  inclined  to  con- 
^der  this  matter  thoroughly,  before  they  oaa- 
sentod  to  carry  the  penuon  tist  of  the  country 
to  such  an  enormoas  extent.  He  had  pciroeived 
that  the  bill  had  been  skilfully  manifged.  Its 
advocates  had  watched  the  prc^  owwtani^ 
fbr  calling  it  up ;  and  had  been  peonliariy  care* 
fill  that  t£e  S^ate  should  be  fbu,  when  it  csmo 
on  for  cottrideratioo.  They  had  called  it 
and  hdd  it  down  agtuo,  as  the  Senate  bad  been 
fUll  or  empty ;  and  now  it  is  pressed  becaose 
all  the  members  happen  to  be  present.  StilL 
he  hoped  this  measure  would  not  be  paased 
upon  without  deliberation.  He  thought  that 
this  subject  had  a  farther  scope  than  its  men 
intrinsic  merits  would  indicate.  He  thoo^t 
that  the  Presidential  question  was,  to  a  great 
extent,  made  to  depc^  on  this  bill.  The 
friends  of  the  administration  advocate  it,  bo- 
cause  the  President  recommended  it  in  his  Mes- 
sage—and the  members  the  oppoettim  are 
in  fovor  of  it,  because,  should  they  o^Miae  it^ 
their  conduct  would  be  the  ^ound  for  rqirooch 
ttam  their  opponents^  and  would  afibrd  an  ar- 
goment  against  them.  This  bill  was  the  most 
extravagant  feature  of  tins  session,  which  wa^ 
by  far  the  most  extravagant  Senate  in  which 
D»  had  ever  served.  They  had  given  away  im- 
mense tracta  of  landr-thcgr  had  gaem  aw^jr 
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Tart  Bums  of  moner;  and  ih^  had  wlarged  all 
those  pow«r8  which  were  oonsidered  by  many, 
as  danfferoQs  and  ntioonstitQtional.  In  that 
part  of  G«orda  in  which  he  lived,  bat  little 
more  than  half  crop*  of  cotton  had  been  made 
in  the  last  year,  and  he  had  seen  a  document 
A<om  one  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  sontb, 
bjr  which  it  would  Beem  that  the  exports  of 
oottoD,  of  the  crop  of  1887,  would  be  from 
100,000  to  300,000  bales  less  than  those  (A  the 
year  preceding.  Is  this  the  time  then  for  ez- 
tniTacant  expoiditaret  la  this  the  time  for 
spending  mwey  t  There  was  no  fear  that  these 
rapUoanta  woidd  eoine  upon  the  poor  list. 
Tasj  were  not  in  so  bad  ■  eondit^  as  many 
thoosands  of  those  who  foariit  with  tfaem,  and 
performed  equally  meritonoas  serrioes;  but 
wboee  claims  were  forgotten.  He  felt  bound 
to  oppose  this  bill  as  mrinst,  inexpedient,  and 
a  wanton  expenditiire  on  the  monoy  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Foot  merely  rose  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  he  shoold  ^pose  the  filling  of  the 
blank  as  proposed.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  pensions — and  many  hard  cases 
had  come  before  them,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  go  back  in  granting  penMons — and  in 
one  instance  only  had  the  committee  consented 
to  go  back.  And  he  would  ask  whether  the 
Senate  wonld  adc^  &  prindple^  which  had 
never  been  acknowledged,  in  fitvor  of  these 
officers,  which  had  heui  reftiaed  in  many  in- 
stances whm  indiTidaala  w«e  poor  and  suf- 
fering! 

Mr.  Habuson  rose  to  make  hot  a  single  ob- 
servation in  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georma.  If  there  was  a  scramble 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  as  that  gentleman 
intimated — if  the  mqjori^  of  the  SeDat«  were 
in  toYOT  of  the  bill,  he  thon^t  it  a  fair  infer- 
ence that  they  acted  from  a  Knowledge  of  the 
wishes  of  their  oonstitnents ;  it  was  a  flair  oon- 
dndon  tiiat  the  minority  of  the  p«»de-were  in 
flivorofthebllL 

Hr.  WsBam  said :  It  had  not  been  my  pur- 
pose to  take  any  part  in  the  discusnon  of  this 
bill.  My  opinions,  in  regard  to  its  general  ob- 
ject, I  hope,  are  well  known,  and  I  had  intend- 
ed to  content  myself  with  a  steady  and  perse- 
vering vote  in  its  favor.  Bat,  when  the  mo- 
ment of  final  decision  has  come,  and  the  de- 
ciuon  is  so  likely  to  be  nearly  equal,  I  feel  it  to 
be  a  duty  to  pnt,  not  only  my  own  rote,  but 
my  own  earnest  wishes,  my  fervent  entrMtiea 
to  others,  into  the  doabtfbl  scale. 

It  most  be  admitted,  sir,  that  the  persons  for 
whose  benefit  this  bill  is  designed,  are,  in  some 
respeetSipectdiarly  unfortunate.  Th^arewxn- 
pdled  to  meetj  not  only  oljeetionB  to  the  prin- 
but,  whicbever  way  they  turn  them- 
aeivM,  embarrassing  ohjeotiona  uso  to  detdls. 
One  mend  hesitates  at  this  provi^on,  and 
another  at  that;  while  those  who  are  not 
friends  at  all,  of  coarse,  oppose  every  thing  and 
propose  nothing.  "When  it  was  contemplated, 
MretfrflMe^  to  give  the  petitiooen  an  ontri^  I 


snm,  in  Batlsftetim  of  thmr  claim,  then  the  er- 
gument  was,  among  other  things,  that  the 
Treasnry  oomd  not  l>ear  so  heavy  a  draft  on 
its  means,  at  the  present  moment. 

The  ^an.  is,  accordingly,  changed— an  an- 
unity  is  proposed — and  then  the  objection 
changes  also — and  it  is  now  sud,  that  this  is 
hot  granting  pension,  and  that  the  pension  sys- 
tem has  already  been  carried  too  for.  I  con- 
fess, sir,  I  felt  wounded, — deeply  hurtr— at  the 
observations  oi  the  gentleman  from  Georj^a. 
So,  then,  said  he,  these  modest  and  high-mind- 
ed genttemen  take  a  penrion  at  last  I  How  ia 
it  possible,  that  a  gentleman  of  his  generosi^ 
of  character,  and  general  kindness  of  feeling^ 
can  iodolge  in  socb  a  time  of  triani[diaot  irony 
towards  a  few  old,  gray-headed,  poor,  and  bro- 
ken warriors  of  the  Bevolution  1  There  ia,  I 
know,  something  repnlsive  and  <mirobrious  in 
the  name  at  pendon.  But,  God  forbid  that  I 
should  tannt  them  with  it  I  With  grief^  heart- 
felt grief^  do  I  behold  the  necessity  which  leads 
these  veterans  to  accept  the  bounty  cit  tfawr 
ooontry,  in  a  manner  not  the  most  agreeable  to 
their  feelings.  Worn  oat  and  deorepld,  repre- 
sented before  us,  by  those,  their  former  broth- 
ers in  arms,  who  totter  along  our  lobbies,  or 
stand  leaning  on  their  cmtdieS)  I,  fbr  one, 
would  most  gladly  Rnpport  a  measore  which 
woold  Mmsolt  at  once  th^  aervieea,  th^r 
years,  th^  necessitiee,  and  the  delicacy  of  their 
sentiments.  I  would  gladly  give,  with  prompti- 
tude and  grace,  with  gratitude  and  detioaoy, 
that  which  merit  has  earned,  and  necesrity  de- 
mands. 

Sir,  what  are  the  objections  which  are  urged 
ag^nst  this  bill  ?  Let  us  look  at  them,  and  see 
if  they  be  real ;  let  us  weigh  them,  to  know  if 
they  be  solid.  For,  sir,  we  are  not  acting  on 
a  uight  matter.  Nor  is  what  we  do,  likely  to 
pass  unobserved  now,  or  to  be  foi^tt«i  here- 
after. I  regard  the  ooearioa  as  <Hie  full  of  in- 
terest ud  rail  of  responribUity.  Those  indi- 
viduals, the  Uttle  renmant  of  a  gallant  band, 
vhoae  diQTB  of  yooth  and  manhood  wore  q>att 
for  th^r  oonntry,  in  tiie  toila  and  dangera  <tf 
the  field,  are  now  before  oa,  poor  and  oldj  inti- 
mating their  wants  with  rauctant  dehcaoy, 
and  ^ing  succor  from  their  country,  wiUi 
decorous  solicitude.  How  we  ehall  treat  them, 
it  behooves  ua  well  to  ccmsider,  not  only  for 
their  sake,  but  for  our  own  sake  also,  and  for 
the  sidce  of  tbe  honor  of  the  country.  What- 
ever we  do,  will  not  be  done  tta  a  comer.  Our 
constituents  will  see  it— the  people  will  see  it 
— die  world  will  see  it. 

Let  us  candidly  examine,  then,  the  objections 
which  have  been  ndsed  to  this  bill ;  with  adis- 
porition  to  yield  to  them,  i^  from  necessity,  we 
must;  but  to  overoome  them,  If,  in  ftirneoa, 
we  can. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  we  ought  not 
to  pass  this  bill,  beoanse  it  will  involve  as  in  a 
chor^  of  unknown  extent.  We  are  reminded 
tbM:,  when  the  general  pension  law  for  Bevo- 
lutionary  soldiers  passeo,  an  expense  was  in- 
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curred,  far  bejoad  what  had  been  contem- 
plated ;  that  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  ear- 
\iv1ng  Revolutionary  soldiers  proved  altogether 
fallacious ;  and  that,  for  aught  we  know,  the 
same  mistake  may  be  committed  now. 

Is  this  objection  well  founded  ?  Let  me  say, 
in  the  first  place,  that,  if  one  measure,  right  in 
itself,  has  gone  farther  than  it  was  intended  to 
be  carried,  for  want  of  accurate  provisions,  and 
adequate  guards,  this  m^  furnish  a  very  good 
reason  for  Bopplyingsach  gnards  and  provisions 
in  another  measnre,  but  can  afford  no  ground 
at  all  for  r^ecting  such  other  measure  alto- 
gether, if  it  be  in  itself  just  and  necessary, 
we  shonid  avail  onrselves  of  our  experience,  it 
Beema  to  me,  to  correct  what  has  been  found 
amiss ;  and  not  draw  from  it  an  imdistinguish- 
ing  resolation  to  do  nothing,  merely  because  it 
has  taught  ns,  that,  in  something  which  we 
have  already  done,  we  have  acted  with  too  lit- 
tle oare.  In  the  next  place,  does  the  fact  bear 
oat  this  objection  1  Is  there  any  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  the  number  of  the  officers  who  will 
be  benefited  by  this  bill,  and  estimating  the 
expense,  therefore,  which  it  will  create)  I 
tluDk  there  is  none.  The  records  in  Uie  De- 
partment of  War  and  the  Treasniy  famish  snch 
eridenoe  M  that  there  is  no  danger  of  material 
mistake.  The  diligence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  enabled  him  to  lay  the  facta  con- 
nected with  tills  part  of  the  case,  so  I^Uy  and 
minutely  before  the  Senate,  that  I  think  no  one 
can  feel  serious  donbt.  Indeed,  it  is  admitted 
by  the  adversaries  of  the  bill,  that  tliis  objec- 
tion does  not  apply  here,  with  the  same  force, 
as  in  the  former  pension  law.  It  is  admitted 
that  there  is  a  greater  facility  in  this  case,  than 
in  that,  in  ascertaining  the  number  and  names 
those  who  will  be  entitled  to  receive  that 
bounty. 

This  objeotion.  then,  is  not  fbnnded  in  true 
principle ;  and  if  it  were  it  is  not  sostained  by 
the  facts.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  yidd  to  it, 
nnless,  which  I  know  is  not  the  sentiment 
which  pervades  the  Senate,  feeling  that  the 
measure  onght  not  to  pass,  we  still  prefer,  not 
to  place  our  om>odtion  to  it  cm  a  distinct  and 
visible  ground,  but  to  veil  it  under  vagae  and 
general  otjections. 

In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  objected, 
that  the  operatjon  of  the  bill  will  be  nneqnal, 
because  all  officers  of  the  same  rank  will  re- 
ceive equal  benefit  f^om  it,  although  they  en- 
tered the  army  at  different  times,  and  were  of 
different  ages.  Sir,  is  not  this  that  sort  of  ine- 
qnality  which  must  always  exist  in  overy  gen- 
eral provision  i  Is  it  possible  that  any  law 
can  desoend  into  such  partiovlorsf 

Woold  there  be  any  reason  why  it  shonid  do  so 
if  it  could  ?  The  biU  is  intended  for  those,  who, 
being  in  ^e  army  in  October,  1780,  then  re- 
^  ceivra  a  solemn  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  on 
*  condition  that  they  wonld  continue  to  serve 
through  the  wor.  The  ground  of  merit  is, 
that,  whensoever  they  had  joined  the  army, 
being  thus  solicited  by  their  country  to  remain 
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in  it,  they  at.  once  went  Ibr  the  whole;  th^ 
fastened  their  fortnnes  to  the  standards  whia 
they  bore,  and  resolved  to  continue  thdr  mil- 
itaiy-  service  until  it  should  terminate,  eitha-  a 
their  country's  success  or  their  own  deaths. 
This  is  their  merit  and  their  ground  of  daim. 
How  long  they  had  been  already  in  serrice  is 
immaterial  and  unimportant.  They  were  tha 
in  service ;  the  salvation  of  their  country  de- 
pended on  their  continuing  in  that  smite, 
Conp«8B  saw  this  imperative  neoessi^,  ud 
earnestly  solicited  them  to  remain,  ud  prom- 
ised the  compensation.  They  saw  tiunemiitf 
also,  and  they  yielded.to  it. 

But,  a^ain,  it  is  said,  that  the  present  time  ii 
not  auqndoiia.  The  bill,  it  is  urged,  dionld 
not  pass  now.  The  venerable  membw  ftm 
North  Carolina  says,  as  I  understood  him,  thit 
he  would  be  almost  as  willing  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  at  some  other  session,  as  be  dis- 
coBsed  at  this.  He  speaks  of  the  distrases  of 
the  country,  at  the  present  momoit,  and  of 
another  bill,  now  in  the  Senate,  haring,  as  lie 
thinks,  the  effect  of  laying  new  taxes  upon  the 
people.  He  is  for  postponement  Bat  it  ^ 
pears  to  me^  with  «itire  req>ect  for  tiie  hcnor 
able  member,  that  Uiis  is  one  of  the  cases  least 
of  all  fit  for  poatponement. — It  is  not  a  nwaaore, 
that,  if  omitted  this  year,  may  as  wdlbedone 
next.  Beforenextyearccnnes,  those  who  need 
the  relief  may  be  beyond  its  reach.  To  post- 
pone, fcHT  another  year,  an  annuity  to  persons 
already  so  aged — an  annuity,  foxmded  on  tbe 
merits  of  services  which  were  rendered  half  i 
century  ago;  to  postpcme,  for  anoth^  whole 
year,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  deserving  men,  pro- 
po^ng  not  aggrandizement  but  snmwrt;  not 
emolnment,  but  bread — ^is  a  mode  of  dispoaoj 
of  it,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 

But  it  is  arf^ed,  in  the  next  place,  that  tbe 
bill  onght  not  to  pass,  because  those  who  have 
spoken  in  its  lavor  have  placed  it  on  difoent 
gronnds.  lliey  have  not  agreed,  ft  is  saii 
whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
right,  or  matter  ot  gr^ity,  or  boonty.  li 
there  weight  in  this  olfjection?  If  some  tlunk 
the  grant  ondit  to  be  made,  as  an  e»rdse  of 
judicious  and  well-desenred  booD^,  does  it 
weaken  that  ground  that  others  think  is  found- 
ed in  strict  right,  and  that  we  cannot  refase  it 
without  manifest  and  palpable  ii^ostioel  Or 
is  it  strange,  that  those  who  feel  the  l^al  jus- 
tice of  the  claim  shonid  address  to  those  vbo 
do  not  feel  it,  considerations  of  a  different  cbv- 
acter,  but  fit  to  have  weight,  and  which  tber 
fatwe  may  have  weight  t  Nothins  is  more  ^ain 
and  nattural  than  the  coarse  whi(£  ihis  s^^ies- 
tion  has  taken.  The  applicants  themMvei 
have  placed  it  on  the  ground  of  equity  and  lav. 
They  advert  to  the  resolve  of  1780,  to  tbe  com- 
mntation of  l768jand  to  the  mode fimdiiig 
the  certificates.  They  stand  on  their  contract 
This  is  perfboUy  natural.  On  that  basis,  ihej 
can  wield  the  ai^^ment  themselves.  Of  whtt 
is  required  by  justice  and  equity,  they  may  rea-  , 
son,  even  in  uieir  own  case.  Bat,  wh«i  tbe 
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mdleation  is  placed  on  di^rent  gronndB; 
when  personal  merit  is  to  be  urged,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  jost  and  economical  bonnt/ ; 
when  services  are  to  be  mentioned ;  privaticms 
reoonnted ;  pains  enumerated ;  and  wounds 
and  scars  counted;  the  discussion  necessarily 
devolves  to  other  hands.  In  all  that  we  have 
seen  from  these  officers,  in  the  varioaa  papers 
presented  hj  them,  it  cannot  hut  be  obvious  to 
overj  one,  how  little  is  siud  of  pra^nal  merit, 
and  how  exclusively  they  confine  themselTea 
to  what  they  think  their  r^ts  under  the  con- 
traet 

I  most  confess,  sir,  that  principles  of  equity, 
which  appear  to  me  as  pliun  as  the  sun,  are 
urged  by  the  memorialists  themselves,  with 
great  caation  and  much  qualification.  They 
advance  their  claim  of  rignt  without  extrava- 
gance or  overstraining ;  and  they  submit  it  to 
the  nnimpassioned  sense  of  justice  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Foot  observed,  that  this  bill,  from  the 
commencement  of  its  discussion  at  an  early 

Eeriod  of  the  session,  nntil  the  present  moment, 
ad  been  before  the  Senate,  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  to  him,  extremely  embarrass- 
ing ;  held  fut  by  the  chairman  of  fhe  commit- 
tee, and  atrongly  fortified  ag^dnst  amendments, 
by  motimu  merely  to  fill  the  blanks.  The 
cm^al  bill  emhraoed  a  certain  portion  oi  the 
officers  only,  to  whom  half  pay  for  life  hod 
been  promised ;  but  on  their  own  application, 
tl^  half  pay  had  been  commuted  for  foil  pay 
for  five  years;  and  it  was  contended  that  the 
United  States  were  under  a  legal  obligation  to 
make  forthcr  provision  for  thes<&  officers.  Mr. 
F.  said  he  had  voted  against  filling  the  blank 
in  the  original  bill,  with  every  sum  which  had 
been  proposed ;  and  should  have  voted  against 
even  the  smallest  sum,  for  the  exclusive  benefit 
of  these  officers.  He  never  could  consent  to 
degrade  the  solars  of  the  Revolutionary  army, 
by  elevating  tlie  officers ;  they  were  not  mere 
mercenary  hirelings,  like  the  soldiers  of  ordl- 
nory  standing  armies.  Hany  of  these  soldiers 
were  of  the  best  blood  of  the  conntnr— equal  to 
the  officers — and  fighting  ride  by  «ae  for  their 
dearest  rights.  It  was  a  common  cause — and 
<me  spirit  pervaded  the  whole.  The  officer  was 
most  fortunate ;  he  had  a  oommisuon,  and  could 
at  any  time  resign  and  leave  the  army.  And, 
sir,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  the  half  pay,  and 
the  commutation  for  five  years'  full  pay.  The 
soldier  could  not  resign ;  he  could  not  compel 
Congress  to  increase  his  pay,  by  threats  to 
resign  and  disband  the  army.  These  officers 
were  as  well  paid  on  tlieir  first  contract  for 
serrioe  as  the  soldier — which  indeed  was  poor 
enoufl^.  But  tiie  sddicr  was  compeUed  to 
serve  out  his  enlistment  upon  tiie  terms  of  fats 
contract.  How  is  the  case  with  the  officer? 
Was  not  half  pay  offered  for  life,  to  prevent 
rerignationV  And  this  commuted,  at  their 
request,  for  five  years*  foil  pay,  amounting  to 
twice  the  oririnol  sum  contracted  for  their 
services?  And  does  this  form  a  ground  for 
this  oUm  for  additiwul  oompoisation  I  Ur. 


F.  declared  that  he  never  shonld  vote  for  any 
additional  compensation  to  the  cS&een  alooe^ 
hot  would  assure  the  chairman  be  was  ready 
to  go  with  him  in  making  any  suitable  pro- 
visions for  these  Revolutionary  heroes,  which 
would  do  equal  Justice  to  the  soldier  as  well  as 
the  officer. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Webstkb.  He  con- 
sidered that  these  claims  oould  not  be  estab- 
lished in  a  court  of  equity,  and  remarked  that 
the  panegy^o  bestowed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Massaehosetb  on  the  oondoot  <n  the  offloers  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  not  entirely  de- 
served, as  there  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  revolt  among  them,  which  nothing  but  the 
presence  and  influence  of  Washington  had 
overcome.  Besides,  he  maintained  that  the 
officers  could  not  better  themselves  by  any 
course  of  violence.  There  was  nothing  left  of 
which  they  could  possess  themselves,  the  coun- 
try having  been  ravaged,  and  the  property  of 
the  citizens  having  Seen  destroyed.  He  re- 
peated what  he  had  said  in  relation  to  an  in- 
oividnal  among  the  claimants  who  was  worth 
« large  fortune. 

Mr.  Smith,  d  Maryland,  said  that  there  were 
bat  twelve  of  these  c^Boers  who  were  reridaits 
in  Maryland,  yet,  were  he  to  vote  ag^nst  thia 
bill,  he  might  bo  certain  of  never  being  return- 
ed to  Congress  again.  His  constituents  were 
in  favor  of  it.  They  were  desirous  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  smooth  the  way  to  the 
grave  of  these  veteran  servants  of  the  country. 
There  might  be  one  gentieman  in  South  Caro- 
lina who  was  possessed  of  a  fortune,  but  thia 
was  no  reason  why  the  other  daimants  should 
be  neglected,  nor  did  it  alter  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  Thero  was  not  one  of  these  officers  who 
resided  in  Maryland  that  was  possessed  tft 
property.  There  was,  formeriy,  one  rich  ofll- 
oer  m  Maryland,  who  had  lately  died.  But  he 
would  not  have  received  this  annuity,  ^ 
been  living.  I  say  this  annuity,  be«inse  it  is 
not,  as  it  has  been  denominated,  a  pension. 

1£t.  WnriB  sdd,  that  if  this  was  solely  an 
equitable  claim,  the  l^al  representatives  of 
deceased  offioers  had  an  eqnol  ridit  to  claim 
the  provision,  as  the  surviving  officers.  For 
this  reason  he  had  not  voted  agunst  the  bill  in 
its  former  shape.  It  was  now  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  could  conscientiously  record 
his  vote  in  its  favor.  He  should,  therefore, 
state,  as  concisely  as  possible,  the  grounds  on 
which  his  vote  wonld  be  f^ven.  He  consider- 
ed this  was  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  tiie  Bevdutioii,  in  oonsidoration,  that 
a  promise  made  to  limn  by  the  Govenimettt 
had  not  been  complied  with  as  for  as  was  in- 
tended. If  this  was  intended  as  a  gratnit}\ 
it  did  not  extend  to  the  legal  representatives  ot 
the  deceased.  But,  rir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  see  in 
existence  the  men  who  have  rendered  tiiese 
services  to  their  country.  I  see  them  in  want, 
and  I  cannot  reflise  to  succor  them.  They 
have  oonforred  benefits  npon  the  ooontry,  nprai 
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irhich  we  cannot  place  too  high  an  estimate. 
Those  services  have  not  been  compensated 
according  to  a  former  promise  of  the  Grovem- 
ment.  This  compact  has  been  folfilled  in  farm, 
hat  not  in  sahstanoe.  Others  maj  have  served 
tiie  onmtry  with  eqaaX.  fidelity  and  teal,  hut 
not  having  the  promise  which  these  men  had, 
their  claims  are  placed  on  other  and  weaker 
gronnds.  They  cannot  have  an  eqnal  claim 
with  these  officers.  I  have  always  considered, 
said  Ml'.  W.,  that  the  victories  achieved  by 
these  men  over  the  enemy  were  not  their 
greatest  victories.  The  greatest  of  their  tri- 
umphs was  that  which  they  achieved  over 
themselves,  their  wants,  and  interests,  when, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  Ihey  delivered  up  their 
arms,  and  retired  to  the  private  walks  of  life, 
trusting  in  the  justice  of  their  coontrymen,  and 
folly  ^eviug,  that,  when  the  time  arrived, 
they  would  ree^ve  the  oompensation  pledged 
to  them  l^^the  GoTemmfint.  That  tune  has 
airiTed.  we  are  now  ahle  to  render  this 
tribute  of  Justice.  And  if  it  were  the  last  dol- 
lar in  the  Treasury,  I  winJd  give  it  for  this 
purpose.  This  opinion  is,  I  think,  founded  on 
principle.  It  may  be  said  that  I  am  aetnated 
by  feeliog ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  a  feeling  which  I 
think  I  ought  to  entertain.  As  to  any  other 
motives,  I  do  not  entertain  tiiem.  I  came  here 
dressed  in  no  man's  livery ;  but  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  State,  to  act  accoroing 
to  my  conscience  and  the  will  of  my  oonstitu- 
ents  alone.  Any  imputation  to  the  contrary 
I  cannot  admits  as  I  slrauld  feel  myself  d^raded 
by  allowing  myself  to  act  on  other  grmmds ; 
and  I  sb<mld  tbiidc  it  boieath  me,  to  look 
npcoi  the  dedaions  ct  Senaton  as  arising  fitnn 
anr  other  views. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  which  was  negatived,  22  to  20. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yah  Bmay,  the  Ull  was 
or^redto  lie  on  the  td)le,  and  Depibited,ai 
amended. 


MoxDAT,  April  28. 
Adjaummmt  ^  OMffrm. 

The  resc^ution  submitted  on  Frid^  by  Mr. 
JomraoN,  of  Kentucky,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  meet  a  oommittee 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  fix  upon  a  period 
at  which  Congress  shall  adjourn,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  MoKiNLBT  moved  to  la^  the  resolution 
on  the  table ;  which  was  negatived — 22  to  13. 

Mr.  Maoo:;  moved  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  meet  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House 
under  the  resolution  of  the  House  to  fix  the 
period  of  aiijoumment,  and  to  select  the  busi- 
ness to  be  acted  on ;  which  was  agreed  to — 
SO  to  17. 

Survivon  of  the  Sevolution. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Bevolntion- 
ary  officers  and  soldiers  was  taken  vp  again ; 
and,  having  beaa  flutbw  amended,  on  nmon 


of  Mr.  WooDBUBT,  the  question  ooourred  on 
striking  out<,  and  inserting  the  amendnwat 
offered  by  the  committee,  as  amended,  vUA 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divisitHL 

The  question  on  engroesing  bring  thonpnt; 
and  the  yeas  and  n^ys  having  beoi  ordered, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engmwd  for  aOU 
reading,  by  the  fidknring  vote : 

Teas, — Messrs.  Barnard,  Batenun,  Bell,  Bertica, 
Bouligny,  Chambers,  Chase,  Dtckerson,  Eaton,  Ha^ 
rison,  Hayne,  Johnson  of  Eentneky,  Johnston  tf 
Louisiana,  Eane,  Kbg,  Eni^t,  Marts,  Fanit,  Bob- 
bios,  Rowan,  Sanfot^a,  SeTmoor,  OWwe,  BmA  sf 
MaryUnd,  Thomas,  Van  BDira,  WriMM^  WUe, 
Willey.  Woodbury— 40. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brandi,  dm- 
aer.  Cobb,  EUis,  Foot,  Hendrieks,  HcKinlsy,  Maem^ 
Noble,  Ridgelj,  Bogdes,  Smith  (tf  &  O,  T^waO, 
Tyler,  WilUams— 17. 


WbdhwdaTi  April  80. 

Time  qf  Adjournment 

Mr.  BzBBiEir,  from  the  oommittee  wpointed 
to  join  a  committee  from  the  other  House  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  the  time  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses,  reported  the 
following  resolution : 

JUtelved  bv  the  Bmate  and  Sauee  ef  JBynw** 
ftM«  of  the  united  State*  ef  Ameriea  in  Conyna 
attentUed,  That  the  President  of  the  Senat*  ud 
Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  BqiresenUtiTes  do 
joura  their  respective  Bouses  on  Monday,  the  SMk 
May  next 

Cumberland  Soad. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Masks,  the  bill  for  tlie 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Comberlaed 
road  (to  erect  turnpike  gates  on  the  road)  wii 
taken  up,  and  the  amendmeota  reported  hj  the 
Committee  on  Boads  and  Canals  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JoHKBON,  of  Kentucky,  supported  tbe 
biU,  and  read  a  letter  from  the  postinaster  geor 
end,  enclosing  a  letter  from  a  mail  cootraetor, 
detailing  the  bad  state  ct  rep§it  of  aone  sw- 
tions  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Mabeb  argaed  that  the  road  weald  be 
ruined  if  snfi^ed  long  to  remain  in  ita  pcestBt 
condition.  It  woula  be  little  better  nan  to 
allow  the  road  to  return  to  ito  wildenieii  itsti^ 
to  neglect  repairing  it  through  another  wiater 
like  the  last.  There  were  three  courses  tbat 
might  be  taken.  The  United  States  conid 
make  ^propriations  for  the  repair  of  the  road; 
they  could  erect  toll  gates ;  or  to  torn  over  tbe 
whole  matter  to  the  States  in  which  the  tdsiI 
lies.  If  the  latter  course  were  pursued,  there 
was  no  cortuuty  that  the  States  would  onder 
take  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  as  they  looked 
upon  the  road,  having  been  made  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  as  a  work  of  a  natiow 
character,  and  Congress  as  bound  to  imrida 
for  its  repairs.  The  question  beibra  tbe  Seu^ 
was,  whether  Congress  dioold  allow  a  won 
whMsh  had  ooit  two  milUna  of  doBm,  to  M 
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into  Aboej  toe  irant  of  repur,  or  woold  take 
meaBoree  to  perpetuate  the  benefits  of  the  road. 
It  was  true,  that  the  -work  done  last  year  was 
becoming  dilapidated  and  goiDs  to  min,  while 
they  were  going  on  with  the  ower  parts  of  the 
work.  There  was  no  genUemaa  present,  he 
belieTod,  who  wonld  not  be  conTinced  of  the 
neoesaity  of  doing  something  to  prevent  the 
road  from  going  to  destmction.  He  knew  that 
it  had  been  argued  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  do  uxia ;  but,  he  considered,  that,  as 
It  had  been  decided  hj  rq>eated  votes,  that 
Oonmw  had  the  right  to  make  tlie  road,  it 
oonu  hardlj  be  maintained  that  OmgreBS  had 
not  the  right  to  repair  it. 

}b.  Bbahoh  Directed  tSiat  fhe  8eMaA»  had  no 
power  to  originate  a  bill  for  the  levying  of 
taxes. 

Ur.  Uakkb  replied  that  it  was  not  the  de- 
sign of  tha  Wl  to  bring  any  thing  into  tlie 
pablio  coffbra.  as  all  the  money  ocdlected  from 
tdls  would  be  expended  in  rqiain  upon  the 
road. 

Hr.  Behtoit  objected  to  the  late  period  at 
which  this  bill  had  been  taken  np.  He  said 
he  held  in  his  hand  a  set  of  resolationB,  which 
he  thooght  woold  meet  Uie  views  of  the  friends 
of  the  mlL  He,  tlmrefore,  moved  to  1^  the 
Inll  upon  the  table  nuUl  to-morrow,  what  his 
rewmitiona  wonld  oome  up  for  ocauideratkui. 

lb,  HAmaov  ol^eotea  to  Hie  resolntiona, 
and  oonddered  tiiat  the  tendency  of  their  in- 
troduction wotdd  be  to  retard  the  bill,  and 
probably  to  postpone  it  nntil  next  session. 

Mr.  SiOTii:,  of  Mainland,  said  he  wished  this 
bill  tried  on  its  ments ;  becaose,  if  it  was  re- 
jected, the  Senate  would  virtually  say  that 
they  would  vote  money  for  the  repur  of  the 
road.  He  had  no  ohoiQ6  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  object  was  effected.  One  way 
or  another  the  road  would  doubtless  be  re- 
pured,  as  it  conld  not  be  supposed  that  they 
would  allow  all  the  expense  whieh  the  road 
had  cost  to  be  lost  lior  want  of  rep^. 

Hr.  K&ooir  thoogfat  the  Senate  wts 
rather  too  ikst.  He  roae  to  ask  the  President 
whether  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to 
frame  an  act  upon  a  bill  of  this  kind ;  whether 
it  was  not  a  UU  which  ought  to  originate  in 
the  other  Honset 

The  Chair  ofnerred  that  it  was  a  question  of 
great  magnitnde ;  be  should  be  desirous  of  re- 
lerringthe  deei^on  of  the  question  to  the  Sen- 
ate, whether  the  Senate  had  the  power  to 
frame  snob  a  bill,  under  the  constitution,  was 
ft  point  of  some  doubt  and  much  importance. 

Mr.  Euro  doubted  whether  the  President 
was  oompetent  to  dedde  the  questitm,  as  it  was 
a  eonatitational  point,  and  not  a  question  of 
orda. 

The  Vlee  Prerident  and  he  was  by  no  means 

covetous  of  the  duty  of  de«^g. 

iSr.  HiMBBioEB  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
UU  might  not  be  pos^Kmed,  and  that  it  might 
be  ^^oeed  of  intfaout  a  oonstitutional  am- 
mrat  The  caotSMkauX  qiwstfoa  bad  often 


[Sbuk. 

been  dended  by  the  6eo^  and  he  thought 
its  agitation  wonld  be  useless  now. 

The  Prendent  s^d  he  would  be  governed  by 
the  Senate.  The  reason  why  the  Chair  had 
supposed  that  the  questicm  came  under  the 
rules  of  order,  was,  that  those  rules  had  regu- 
lated the  practice  of  the  body.  The  article  of 
the  ccmstitntion  to  which  it  referred,  establish- 
ed that  certiUn  bills  could  not  be  framed  in  the 
Senate,  and  hence  the  Chair  was  of  opinion, 
that  a  question  as  to  the  power  given  in  this 
respect,  would  cnue  under  the  regulation  of 
the  bodnesB  of  the  Senate.  He  might  be  in 
error,  but  sneh  was  hla  impTflarton. 

Hm  Yioe  Rreddent  again  rote,  and  stated 
that  the  question  presented  a  new  potot  of 
order.  It  appeared  to  him  that  tiie  deoiraon 
would  not  turn  upon  the  constitutionality  d 
the  bill,  but  upon  the  practice  of  the  Senate. 
He  wished  the  Senators  to  conrider  the  qne»> 
tion. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Vice  President  gave  notice,  that,  when 
the  bill  should  come  up,  as  it  presented  a  new 
point,  and  as  the  constitutional  question  was 
one  of  great  magnitude,  he  would  submit  to  the 
Senate  whether  or  not  it  came  within  the  nilea 

order. 


77t«  Tarif  BiU. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Dioksrbojt,  the  bill  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  certiun  imported  articles 
was  taken  up,  and  the  first  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  CfHumittee  on  Hannfantures. 

Molaata. 

The  following  amendment  was  considered ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Pabbis,  the  question  was 
divided,  so  as  to  decide  first  on  striking  out — 

See.  8, line  20.  Strike  out  the  words  "ten  cents," 
and  insert  seven  cents  and  a  half,"  so  as  to  read, 
"  tm  molasses  seven  cents  and  a  half  per  gallon." 

Mr.  HoBBiKs  spoke  at  considerable  length 
^inst  the  duty  upon  mdasses,  as  unnecessary, 
inexpedient,  and  oppressive,  an  odious  tax  uprat 
a  necessary  article. 

Mr.  DioKEBsoN  defended  the  impositim  of 
the  duty,  and  at^ed  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
production  of  tiie  article  in  the  country. 

Hr.  Bektok  advocated  the  duty  on  molasses 
as  an  indirect  encouragement  to  the  landed,  or 
&rming  interest.  It  wotdd  enable  the  distil- 
lers of  the  Western  country,  who  used  puns  to 
compete  with  those  in  the  Eastern  States, 
who  distill^  from  mdasses.  Among  other 
remorka,  Mr.  B.  said  tiut  whiskey  was  the 
healthiest  liqun-  that  was  drank,  as  men  were 
known  who  nad  been  dnmk  upon  it  fw  forty 
or  fi^  years,  while  mm  fiidshed  its  Tiothns  in 
eight  or  ten. 

Hr.  Chaitoub  said,  that  he  understood  the 
g«itl«DaafrwnMiBBoiiri  that  a  manmig^tba 
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dnmk  on  whiskey  for  forty  years.  This  was 
the  reason  why  he  woald  vote  against  the 
duty,  as  he  was  in  favor  of  that  liquor  which 
should  soonest  despatch  the  dmnkard. 

Mr.  Parbis  expressed  himself  averse  to  the 
duty  on  molasses,  which  he  looked  upon  as 
far  more  i^Jorioos  to  Maine^aa  It  coold  be 
beneficial  to  Missoari.  Kr.  P.  then  eave  some 
details  in  relation  to  tlie  trade  earned  on  by 
the  State  of  Maine  with  the  West  IncUa  Islands, 
and  contended  that  this  duty  would  act  as  a 
death  blow  to  that  trade. 

Mr.  Jomf8o:f,  of  Kentucky,  defended  the 
measure,  as  extending  to  the  West  its  share  of 
protection.  He  did  not  consider  that  the  State 
of  Maine  would  sufiter,  as  her  tonnage  would  be 
employed  in  carrying  the  molasses  of  Louisiana, 
instead  of  that  of  the  West  Indies.  If  the  bill 
was  amended  and  sent  back  to  the  other  House^ 
and  should  there  be  lost,  he  wished  to  know 
who  would  assume  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  Pabbib  replied  briefly  to  Mr.  Johnson. 
He  felt  no  anxiety  as  to  the  responMbillty  for 
having  caused  Uie  bill  to  be  lost  His  constitu- 
ents woald  be  severely  injured  by  it.  Indeed, 
had  a  measure  been  framed  for  the  express 

gurpose  of  bearing  down  the  interest  of  the 
tate  of  Maine,  it  would  not  have  been  more 
Buccoasful.  As  to  a  responsibility  of  any  other 
kind  to  which  the  gentleman  might  allude,  he 
felt  no  anxiety.  He  maintdned  Uiat  Louisiana 
could  not  supply  the  West  India  trade  in  the 
article  of  molasses,  or  yield  s  market  for  the 
prodnctions  of  Maine. 

The  qnostion  being  then  put  on  striking  ont, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

VermieeUi. 

The  amendmoit  at  the  22d  Une  of  the  8d 
saeUon,  to  insert  "  on  vermicelli  60  per  cent- 
um," being  next — 

Ifr.  BioEEBSoir  expldned  this  proposition. 
The  article  was  not  as  unimportant  as  by  some 
it  might  be  supposed.  He  mentioned  the  fact 
of  a  manufacturer  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
who  exported  large  quantities. 

Mr.  Shitr,  of  Maryland,  said,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  will  not  even  let  us  have  our 
soup  in  peace.  That,  too,  must  be  t^xed.  He 
will  think  of  taxing  the  air  we  breathe  next. 
This  article  was  to  be  taxed,  because  there  was 
A  manufacturer  in  New  Jersey  who  appeared 
to  be  doing  very  well,  as  the  gentleman  said 
that  he  exported  lane  quantities. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  he  irould  detiUn  the  Senate 
bvtaminnte  and  a  half;  and  he  intended  to 
tell  a  story  instead  of  making  a  speech.  When 
the  tariff  of  1824  was  under  discussion  in  the 
other  House,  a  gentleman^  whom  he  did  not 
then  know,  bat  whom  he  afterwards  learned 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  came  to  him  in  his 
seat,  and  asked  whether  there  were  not  oaves 
in  Missouri  in  which  Epsom  salts  were  found. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  answered  doubtingly — and  the 
gentleman  said  he  had  at  home  a  small  manu- 
uotor^  of  the  artid^  and  he  argued  that  the 


caves  in  Missouri  and  bis  manufactory  en- 
titled the  article  to  be  protected.  When  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  proposed  tbis 
duty,  because  there  happened  to  be  a  msnn- 
factory  of  vermicelli  in  New  Jersey,  his  (Mr. 
B.'s)  mind  recurred  to  this  circumstance,  md 
he  could  not  but  ask  whether  there  wu  any 
member  of  Congress  interested  in  the  haa- 
ness! 

Mr.  DioxxBsoH  assured  Mr.  Bmmm  that  no 
member  of  Congress  had  any  eoaoem  in  the 
manufactory  of  which  he  had  spdken. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  18  to  S4. 


TVIBDAT,  M17  6 

The  Tariff  BilL—lMd. 

The  hill  increasing  the  duties  on  certain  im- 
ported articles  was  then  taken  up,  together 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  EAiis,to 
lay  a  duty  on  lead  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  three 
cents  per  pound;  on  leaden  shot,  four  cents  per 
pound ;  on  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  gronnd 
in  oil,  five  cents  per  pound ;  on  lithar^  and 
lead  manufactured  into  pipes,  five  cents  per 
pound. 

Mr.  Kane  explained  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pakrib  opposed  it,  and  made  some  state- 
ments relative  to  the  am  cant  of  the  impnta- 
tions  of  the  articles  named. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  favor  of  its  adoptitn. 
Ho  BfUd  he  was  a  member  of  the  Benate  in 
1824  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted,  and 
was  in  favor  of  a  higher  duty  upon  lead  siid  iu 
manufiactures,  at  that  time,  but  was  prevented 
from  making  any  motion  to  that  effect  by  tbe 
admonition,  often  repeated,  thi^  the  whole  laQ 
might  be  lost,  if  alterations  were  attemptei 
That  tariff  has  bem  in  operation  ftnir  yem 
and  except  for  the  du^  on  lead,  it  had  proved 
itself  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  State  of 
Missouri.  Being  again  under  revinon,  and 
heavy  duties  propo^  on  many  articles  cm- 
sumed,  but  not  manufactured  in  Missouri,  he 
considered  it  due  to  that  State,  and  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  fbrthcr 
protection  for  one  of  their  principal  staples, 
the  article  of  lead ;  and  the  amendment  bot 
under  consideration,  having  been  w^  con- 
sidered by  himself  and  the  S^ator  from  Illinois, 
(Mr.  Kane,)  he  could  sinr  that  the  duty  on  die 
crude  article,  and  all  its  mann&otores,  wai 
a^usted  upon  a  fhQ  -new  of  tlidr  r^ative  om- 
nection  and  dependence  on  each  otbv,  ind 
were  believed  to  be  fSnir  and  equal.  Tbe 
amendment  hfd  a  Airther  recommendation  ia 
including  litlit^e,  and  several  manufactaret 
of  lead,  which  were  omitted  in  the  tariff  <tf 
1624,  and  left  open  a  door  to  various  evaaons 
of  the  act. 

Mr.  B.  considered  lead  as  one  of  the  articles 
of  domestic  production  on  which  the  system  of 
protecting  duties  might  be  legitimately  carried 
to  the  prohildtory  point  a^uost  its  foreigB 
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rival.  It  was  an  article  of  prime  necessity  in 
time  of  war,  absolately  inaispensable  to  oar 
security  and  independence  as  a  nation,  and 
susceptible  of  being  prodaced  at  home  to  the 
full  extent  of  any  possible  demand.  He  would 
not  repeat  what  everybody  knew  about  the 
variety,  the  extent,  and  the  richness  of  the  lead 
mines  in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  on  the 
Upper  Utssissippi.  It  was  sufScient  to  say 
that  past  discoveries  authorized  the  belief  that 
innomerable  fresh  disooveries  may  be  made ; 
that  the  supply  of  the  arUole  will  inerease  in 
taU  proporUon  to  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that 
the  nltimate  product  may  be  set  down  as 
boundless  and  inexhanstible.  This  being  the 
fact,  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to  the 
absolute  exclusion  of  the  foreign  article.  The 
amendment,  however,  does  not  go  that  length, 
bat  probably  may  operate,  as  a  prohibitory 
duty  in  the  lapse  of  some  years. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  reasons  for  granting  this 
increased  duty  on  lead,  were,  first,  to  secure 
to  the  United  States  an  ample,  certain,  and 
regular  supply  of  an  article,  mdispenaable  in 
time  of  war ;  and  next,  to  enable  the  States 
of  Ifissoari  and  niinoit^  in  which  this  ardole 
abounded,  to  meet  the  additional  burthens 
which  this  new  tariff  if  it  became  a  law,  would 
impose  upon  them.  Lead  famishes  the  miun 
part  of  these  means.  It  will  serve  for  remit- 
tances in  payment  of  these  woollen  and  cotton 
goods,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  receive  at  an 
augmented  price  from  New  England,  and  of 
course  we  should  have  augmented  means  of 
paying  for  them.  Our  ormnary  productions 
of  corn,  wheat,  pork,  beef,  whiskey,  and  tobac- 
co, would  be  in  no  demand  there,  even  if  they 
could  bear  the  expense  of  transportation,  as 
the  present  complamt  of  New  England  a^iust 
old  England  is,  that  she  takes  no  provisions 
from  her,  of  oonrae  New  England  will  take 
none  of  these  articles  from  us,  and  we  must 
eUher  pay  for  her  woollens  in  gold  or  ulver, 
which  we  must  get  from  the  South,  or  in  such 
articles  as  will  bear  transportation.  Lead  and 
shot  are  amon^  the  few  articles  produced  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  which  will  b^  transpor- 
tation to  New  England,  or  which  will  com- 
mand the  money  which  will  have  to  be  carried 
there;  and  as  these  States  are  to  buy  their 
woollen  goods  from  her  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  it  is  hut  distributive  justice  that  they 
should  have  augmented  means  of  paying  for 
them.  With  tliis  view,  and  to  obtain  some- 
thing like  the  monopoly  of  the  American  mar- 
ket m  famishi^  it  with  lead,  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  (Mr.  Kaxb)  and  himself  had  agreed 
upon  the  terms  of  uio  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  It  specified  a  higher  doty  on 
lead  and  shot,  than  had  boon  offered  and  re- 
jected in  the  Ilouse  of  Representatives.  That 
duty  was  only  60  per  cent,  on  the  existing 
duty ;  the  present  amendment  proposed  100 
per  cent.  It  mi^ht  be  thought  nigii ;  but  he 
could  say  that  it  was  not  too  hif^h  for  the 
benefit  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  andif  r^eoted, 
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there  would  be  nothing  in  the  WU  to  induce 

him  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying,  that  the  min- 
eral district  in  Missouri  was  at  present  in  a 
languishing  state.  The  Qovemment  had  lately 
reserved  about  500,000  acres  of  land  there, 
from  sale,  making  a  desert  in  the  heart  of  the 
country ;  the  old  French  and  Spanish  claims 
were  yet  unsettled;  that  the  upper  strate  of 
mineral  was  much  exhausted,  and  the  lower 
could  not  be  got  at  without  much  expense,  and 
oondderable  dcill  in  mineralogy ;  that  many  of 
the  miners  had  gone  off  to  the  new  mines  on 
the  upper  Mississippi,  and  that  the  increased 
protection  which  the  amendment  contemplated 
was  essential  to  the  extensive  revival  of  min- 
ing in  Missouri,  and  the  restoration  of  a  large 
district  to  its  former  prosperity.  If  this 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  if  a  bill  for 
the  sale  of  the  reserved  lead  mines  which  he 
hod  introduced,  and  passed  through  the  Senate 
in  the  fore  port  of  the  session,  should  succeed 
in  getting  through  the  Ilouse  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  then  might  the  mineral  region  in  Mis- 
souri become  the  centre  of  an  immense  attrao; 
tion,  the  theatre  of  vast  enterprise,  the  seat 
nhnnmbered  manufactories,  the  focns  of  incred- 
ible wealth,  ft  market  for  a  prodigious  con- 
sompUon  of  merchandise  and  provisi<»u ;  and 
the  whole  country  can  be  made  to  reloioe  in  tlie 
profusion  of  benefits  which  it  wotud  disburse 
around. 

Mr.  Bow  AN  stud  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  proposed  duty  upon  lead,  and  as  it  was  a 
'Western  product,  and  we  might  be  supposed, 
on  that  account,  to  be  inclined  to  support  it,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  give  some  of  tne  reaaona 
which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  it. 

He  begged  leave,  however,  to  premise,  that 
he  was  individually  opposed  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. He  was  opposed  to  the  tariff!^  as  a  qrs- 
tem  of  boutttios,  for  the  enoouragoment  o!  oer- 
tmn  dasses  of  indostry.  He  oonddered  the 
protection,  which  it  extended  to  one  class  of 
industry,  as  a  correspondent  depres^on  upon 
other  classes.  '  Its  professed  object  was  to  tax 
one  part  of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of 
another.  Its  operation  is  to  impoverish  one 
class  of  laborers,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
another — or  rather  to  tax  the  laboring,  and 
more  especi^ty  the  agricultural  portion  of  tbo 
community,  to  enrich  the  capitalists — to  in- 
crease the  poverty  of  those  already  poor,  to 
enhance  the  wealth  of  those  already  rich — as  a 
system,  calculated  to  accelerate  that  state  of 
wealth,  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  wUoh  is  in- 
compatible with  the  happiness  and  liberty  of 
tlie  many — as  a  system,  the  tendency  of  which, 
is  to  infiict  upon  the  people  of  this  country  the 
poverty,  wretehcdness,  and  Tossalage,  which 
characterize  the  people  in  Governments  less 
favorable  to  liberty  than  ours. 

He  was  not,  he  said,  opposed  to  the  tariff  as 
a  system  of  revenue,  honestly  devoted  to  the 
objects  and  purposes  of  revenue — on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  friendly  to  a  tariff  of  that  char- 
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acter ;  bat  when  perverted  hy  the  ambition  of 

{)olitical  aspirants,  and  the  secret  influence  of 
nordinate  cupidity,  to  purposes  of  individn^ 
and  sectional  ascendency,  he  could  not  be  se- 
duced by  the  captivafion  of  names,  or  terms, 
however  attractive,  to  lend  it  his  individual 
enpport  - 

It  is  in  vain,  Hr.  President,  said  he,  that  it 
Is  called  the  American  System — names  do  not 
alter  things.  There  is  bat  one  American  sy^ 
tern,  and  that  is  delineated  in  the  State  and 
Federal  Gonstitntiona.  It  is  the  system  of 
equal  rights  and  privileges  secured  by  the  rep- 
resentative principle — a  system  which,  instead 
of  subjecting  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  some 
to  taution,  in  the  view  to  enrich  others,  se* 
cares  to  aU  the  prooee<l8  of  their  labor — ex- 
empts all  from  taxation,  except  for  the  support 
of  the  protecting  power  of  the  GovKimieot. 
As  a  tax  necessary  to  the  snpport  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  woold  support  it— call  it  by  what 
name  yon  please — as  a  tax  for  any  other  par^ 
pose,  and  especially  for  the  purposes  to  which 
be  had  aUnoed— it  had  his  individual  reproba- 
tion, under  whatever  name  it  might  asnime. 
■  '  It  might,  he  observed,  be  infetred  from  what 
he  hod  said,  that  he  would  vote  agunst  the 
bill.  He  did  not  wish  any  doubts  to  be  enter- 
tained as  to  the  vote  he  shoald  give  upon  this 
measure,  or  the  reasons  whicli  would  influence 
him  to  give  it.  He  was  not  at  liberty,  he  said, 
to  substitute  his  individual  opinion  for  that  of 
hia  State.  He  was,  he  said,  one  of  the  organs 
here,  of  a  State,  that  had,  by  the  tariff  of  1834, 
been  chained  to  the  car  of  the  Eastern  manu- 
foctor^v — a  {State  that  had  been  from  that 
time,  and  was  now  groaning  under  the  pres- 
sure of  that  unequal  and  ni^Jost  measure— a 
measure,  from  the  jjressure  of  which,  owin^  to 
the  prev^ing  illnsion  throughout  the  United 
States,  he  saw  no  hope  of  escape,  by  a  speedy 
return  to  correct  principles — and  seeing  no 
hope  of  escaping  from  the  ills  of  the  system, 
she  is  constrained,  on  principles  of  self-defence, 
to  avail  herself  of  the  mitigation  which  this 
bill  presents,  in  the  duties  which  it  imposes 
umm  foreign  hemp,  spirits,  iron,  and  molasses. 
The  hemp,  iron,  and  distilled  spirits  of  the 
West,  will,  like  the  woollens  of  the  Eastern 
States,  be  encouraged  to  the  extent  of  the  tax 
indireotly  imposed  by  this  bill,  upon  those  who 
shall  buy  and  wmsume  them.  Those  who  may 
need,  and  buy  those  articles,  must  pay  to  the 
grower,  or  mann&ctarer  of  Uiem,  an  increased 
price  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
the  like  articles  of  for^gn  growth  or  fabric. 
To  this  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the  consumer,  his 
individual  opinion  was  opposed.  But,  as  the 
organ  of  the  State  of  Eentncky,  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  surrender  his  individual  opinion,  and 
express  the  opinion  of  his  State. 

If  upon  this,  or  any  other  subject,  he  should 
substitute  his  own,  for  tlie  well-known  will  of 
his  State,  he  should  feel  that  he  had  been  faith- 
less to  her  interests,  and  unfriendly  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  repnblican  iustitutions.  He  had 
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no  doubt  but  the  people  of  the  State  which  b« 
had  the  honor  to  represent,  were,  like  him,  ap- 
posed to  taxation  for  any  individual  or  pvtiil 
purpose — for  any  purpose  bat  the  support  of 
the  Government  They  would  submit  to  and 
pay  any  tax  cheerftilly,  for  the  proteetioa  of 
all,  but  not  to  enirich  a  few.  B«t  Hut  s**  ^ 
duced  by  the  <^>eration  of  this  Amertou  Gjt- 
tem,  aa  it  is  fiiuely  called,  to  the  conditkiB  of 
the  planter  whose  farm,  fences,  and  boeset,  an 
endangered  by  fire  from  the  forest.  They,  lite 
him,  mast  fire  against  the  encroaching  fiie. 
The' exercise  of  wul  is  not  left  them — thcj  are 
under  the  influence  of  a  dire  Docesn^.  He 
must,  therefore,  aa  their  humble  organ,  vote 
for  this  bill ;  and  wonld,  on  the  same  {Hinciple, 
vote  for  this  doty  on  lead,  if  he  could  do  it 
without  disparaging  his  Government  Tbe 
mines  of  lead,  wil£  the  exception  of  a  fev 
Spanish  grants,  which  he  had  been  toU  Ktn 
near^  exhaosted,  belonged  to  the  United 
Btatea.  To  si^pose  that  the  GovenuneDt  to 
whose  Btrength  we  all  look  for  proteetioQ,  n 
weak  as  to  need  protection  a^unst  fiv^ 
competition  in  the  manofoctare  and  aale  of  tn 
vulgar  metal,  was  not,  he  thon^t,  very  re- 
spectful to  the  Government  He  might  be  iM 
that  the  Government  leases  its  mines,  and  tbit 
the  lessees,  and  not  the  Government,  woold  be 
benefited  by  this  duty.  His  reply  was,  thit 
when  yon  raise  the  price  of  lead,  you  raise 
rents.  This  wonld  be  inevitable.  The  cranpe 
tition  between  the  lessees  would  necessihlf 
produce  this  result ;  and  thus,  while  the  cmh 
Burners  of  this  necessary  and  useful  artide 
wonld  be  taxed,  the  manufacturer  of  it  voild 
not  be  benefited.  The  tax  woqld  go  to  tfce 
Goveniment,  and  not  to  them.  The  weabn 
secticHi  of  oar  eoontry  would  not  be  ben^tei 
It  wonld  be  nqjnst;  for  the  tax  thus  levied 
upon  tha  consumers  of  that  article,  would  be 
drown  from  that  r^on  into  the  Treasury,  aod 
like  all  the  very  large  sums  which,  under  tlie 
tariff  of  1824,  and  under  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  have  been  drawn  from  that  qnarta, 
would  be  liud  nut  upon  the  seaboard.  Vot  ib- 
tending,  he  said,  to  take  any  part  in  the  discis- 
sion of  this  bill,  he  had  taken  this  occaaon  to 
intimate  tlie  course  he  should  pursue  upon  thii 
measure,  and  to  express,  very  briefly,  some  tt 
the  reasons  by  whidi  he  was  influenoed.  fl» 
had  forborne  to  ^  into  detail.  He  bad  not 
attempted  to  depict  the  evils  which  had  been 
inflicted  upon  the  Sonthem  andWeatera  States 
by  tills  new  system — a  system  peculiar  to  ari>- 
tocrats  and  to  monarchists— kinds  of  Goren- 
ment  to  which  it  naturally  led,  and  to  Uie  lop- 
port  of  which,  it  was  as  natural  and  necessvy, 
aa  it  was  alien  from  and  abhorred  by  republics. 
He  repeated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  his  State 
was  driven  to  the  acceptanoe  of  this  ImU,  not 
as  a  good,  which  she  approved,  but  as  the  soil- 
ener  of  an  evil,  from  wnich  she  cannot  Meape, 
and  whicli,  without  tiie  mitigi^on  which  it 
tenders,  she  is  unable  to  bear. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
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The  bill  was  reported  to  t^e  Senate. 

JSt.  Bkbtok  moved  to  amend  the  biQ  hj  a 
proTinon  laying  a  duty  of  83^  per  centtun,  ad 
wUoremt  on  fors. 

Hr,  DicKSBaoN  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bknton  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  ei- 
tent  and  value  of  the  Northwestern  fiir  trade, 
and  the  neceantjr  nnder  which  the  fnr  traders 
labored  for  protection  from  Britiah  eompela- 
tion. 

Mr.  Dicimtso^  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  substituting  45  per  cent,  instead  of 
881. 

Mr.  Bettov  accepted  the  modification. 

Hr.  DiotEEBsoN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  50  per  cent  ad  valorem^  on 
foreign  manufaotnred  far  hats.  He  observed 
that,  at  present,  {Virs  were  admitted  dnty  free, 
and  there  was  a  duty  of  80  per  oenL  on  im- 
ported hata.  If  a  duty  were  laid  on  furs,  and 
the  duty  on  bats  remained  the  some,  the  manu- 
facturer must  give  up  making  tliem. 

Mr.  Benton  asked  whether  there  was  not,  at 
present,  a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign  hats  ? 

Mr.  DiccansoH  said  that  great  niiml>ers  were 
still  imported. 

The  motion  was  then  rejected,  16  to  24. 

On  Mr,  Benton's  amendment^  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 


FRmi-T,  May  9. 
TU  Tarif  BUk—Indigo. 

Hr.  Bkntok  proposed  on  amendment,  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  on  imported 
mdigo,  with  a  progressive  increase  at  the  rate 
of  25  cents  per  pound  per  annum,  until  the 
whole  duty  amounted  to  $1  per  pound.  He 
stated  his  object  to  be  two-fold  in  proposing 
this  duty,  first,  to  place  the  American  system 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  enemies,  by  procuring 
a  home  supply  of  an  article  indispensable  to  its 
existence ;  and  next,  to  benefit  the  South  by 
reviving  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  ancient 
and  valuable  staples. 

Indi^  was  first  {Wanted  in  the  Oarolinas  and 
G^eorg^  about  tiie  year  1740,  and  suoceeded  so 
well  as  to  command  the  attention  of  tiie  Brit- 
ish manufacturers  and  &e  British  Fariiament. 
An  act  was  passed  for  the  encouragement  of 
its  production,  in  these  colonies,  in  tiie  reign  of 
George  the  Second,  the  preunble  to  which  Mr. 
B.  read,  and  rec<nnmended  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate.  It  recited  that  a  re^ar, 
ample,  and  ccrtiUn  supply  of  indigo  was  mdis- 
pensable  to  the  success  of  British  manufac- 
tures ;  that  these  mannfactures  were  then  de- 
pendent upon  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  this 
article ;  and  that  it  was  the  dictate  of  a  wise 
policy  to  encourage  the  production  of  it  at 
home.  The  act  then  went  on  to  direct  that  a 
premium  of  six  pence  sterling  should  be  paid 
ont  of  the  Britlui  Treasury  for  every  pound  of 
in^go  imported  into  Great  Britain,  from  the 
VouIX.— 88 


Oarolinas  and  Georgia.  Under  the  fostering 
inflnenoe  of  this  boanty,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  cnlti- 
vation  of  indigo  became  great  and  extensive. 
In  six  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  the 
export  was  217,000  lbs.,  and  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  revolntion,  it  amounted  to  1,100,000 
lbs.  The  Southern  colonies  became  rich  npon 
it ;  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton  was  then  nn- 
known;  rice  and  indigo  were  the  stt^Ieaof  the 
South.  After  the  revolution,  and  especially 
after  the  great  territorial  acquisitions  which 
the  British  made  in  India,  the  cultivation  of 
American  indigo  declined.  The  premium  was 
no  longer  paid ;  and  the  British  Government, 
actuated  by  the  same  wise  policy  which  made 
them  look  for  a  home  supply  of  this  article 
from  the  Carolines,  when  tney  were  a  part  ot 
the  British  posseseiona,  now  looked  to  India  for 
the  same  reason.  The  export  of  American  in- 
digo rapidly  declined.  In  1800  it  had  fallen  to 
400,000  lbs. ;  In  1814  to  40,000  lbs. ;  and  in 
the  last  few  years  to  6,000  or  8,000  lbs.  In  the 
mean  time  our  manuf)u:tories  were  growing 
up ;  and  having  no  supply  of  indigo  at  home, 
tliey  had  to  import  from  abroad.  In  1826  this 
importation  omonnted  to  1,150,000  lbs.,  costing 
a  Iraction  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
had  to  bo  paid  for  almost  entirely  in  ready 
money,  as  it  was  chiefly  obtained  from  places 
where  American  produce  was  in  no  demand. 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  iSi.  B.  conceived  it  to 
be  the  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  British  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  George  II.,  and  provide  a  hom9 
supply  of  this  indispensable  artide.  Onr  man- 
ufacturers now  paid  a  high  price  for  fine  indi- 
go, no  less  than  $3  60  per  pound,  as  testified 
by  one  of  themselves  before  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  raised  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  duty  which  he  proposed  was 
only  40  per  cent,  upon  that  valoe,  and  would 
not  even  reach  that  rate  for  four  years.  It  was 
less  than  one-half  the  duty  which  the  same  bill 
proposed  to  lay  instanter  upon  the  very  cloth 
whi(^  this  indigo  was  intended  to  dye.  In  the 
end  it  would  make  all  indigo  come  cheaper  to 
the  manufacturer,  as  the  home  supply  would 
soon  be  equal,  if  not  superior  to  the  demand ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  it  oonld  not  be  con^d- 
ered  a  tax  on  the  msmi&ctarer,  as  be  would 
levy  the  advance  which  he  had  to  payf  with  a 
good  interest,  upon  the  wearer  of  ute  doth. 

Hr.  B.  then  went  into  an  ezpoution  of  the 
reasons  for  enoonra^g  the  home  prodnctioa 
of  indigo,  and  ahowed  that  the  life  of  the 
American  system  depended  npon  it.  Keither 
cotton  nor  woollen  manufactures  could  be  car- 
ried on  without  indigo.  The  consumption  of 
that  article  was  prodigious.  Even  now,  in  the 
infant  state  of  our  manufactories,  the  importa- 
tion was  worth  two  milUons  of  dollars ;  and 
must  soon  be  worth  double  or  treble  that  sum. 
For  this  great  supply  of  an  indispensable  arti- 
cle, we  were  chiefly  indebted  to  tiie  jealons 
nyiH,  and  vigilant  enemy,  of  these  very  manu- 
factures, to  Gnat  Britain  hexselt    Of  the 
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1,160,000  lbs.  of  indigo  imported,  we  bring 
020,000  lbs.  from  the  British  East  lodiea; 
vhibh  one  word  from  the  British  Govemnient 
wonld  stop  forever ;  we  bring  the  farther 

gumtity  of  120,000  lbs.  from  Manilla,  a  Span- 
ih  possession,  which  British  inflnence  and 
(Uplomacj  could  immediately  stop;  and  the 
remainder  came  from  different  parts  of  Booth 
America,  and  might  be  taken  from  us  by  the 
arts  of  diplomacy,  or  by  a  monopoly  of  the 
whole  on  the  part  of  our  rival,.  A  stoppage  of 
a  supply  of  indigo  for  one  year,  would  pros- 
trate all  our  manufactories,  and  give  them  a 
blow  from  which  they  would  not  recover  in 
many  years.  Great  Britain  eoald  effect  this 
stoppago  to  the  amount  of  three-fonrths  of  the , 
whole  quantity,  by  speaking  a  rin^e  word,  and 
of  the  remainder  by  a  slight  exertion  of  policy, 
or  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  mo* 
nopolize  for  one  year,  the  purcbase  of  what 
South  America  sent  into  the  market 

Hr.  B.  said  he  expected  a  unanimous  vote  in 
fiiTor  of  his  amendment.  The  North  should 
vote  for  it  to  secure  the  life  of  the  American 
system ;  to  give  a  proof  of  their  regard  for  the 
South ;  to  show  that  the  country  south  of  the 
Potomac  is  included  in  the  bill  for  some  other 
purpose  besides  that  of  oppression.  The  South 
itself;  although  opposed  to  the  further  increase 
of  duties,  should  vote  for  this  duty ;  that  the 
bill)  if  it  passes,  may  contdn  one  provision 
Ikvorable  to  its  Interests.  The  West  shonld 
Tote  for  it  through  gratitude  fbr  fifty  years  of 
goardiaa  protection,  generona  d^ience,  and  kind 
assietance,  which  the  South  bad  gjven  it  under 
all  its  trials ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
the  market,  increasing  tne  demand  in  the 
South,  and  its  ability  to  purchase  the  horses, 
mules,  and  provisions  which  the  West  can  sell 
nowhere  else.  For  himself  he  bad  personal 
reasons  for  wishing  to  do  this  little  justice  to 
the  Sonth.  He  was  a  native  of  one  of  these 
States  (North  Carolina) — ^the  bones  of  his 
father  and  his  CTsndfathers  rested  there.  Her 
Senators  and  Eepresentatives  were  bis  early 
and  his  hereditary  friends.  The  venerable 
Senator  before  him  (Mr.  Maoon)  had  been  the 
IHend  of  him  and  his,  throngh  four  generations 
fai  a  straight  line;  the  other  Senator  (Ur. 
Bsuron)  was  his  sdioolfellow ;  the  other 
branch  of  the  L^islatore,  tiie  House  of  Bepre- 
eent^ves,  always  showed  him  in  the  North 
Carolina  Delegation,  the  friends  of  him  and  bis 
throng  successive  generations.  Nor  was  this 
all.  He  felt  for  the  sad  , changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  tiie  South  in  the  last  fifty  years. 
Before  the  revolution  it  was  the  seat  of  wealth 
Bs  well  as  of  hospitality.  Honey,  and  all  that 
it*  commanded,  abounded  there.  But  how 
BOW  ?   All  this  is  reversed. 

Wealth  has  fled  from  the  South,  and  settled 
tn  the  regions  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  this 
in  the  midst  of  the  fact  tliat  the  South,  in  four 
staples  alone,  in  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  indi- 
go, (while  indigo  was  one  of  its  staples,)  had 
exported  produce  mnoe  the  revolution,  to  the 


[Hat.  1S2& 

value  of  eight  hundred  millions  of  dcdlars,  sod 
the  North  had  exported  comparatively  nothing. 
This  sum  was  prodigious;  it  was  ncuriy  etjul 
to  half  the  coinage  of  the  mint  of  Utiko 
since  the  conqnest  by  Cortez.   It  was  twice  or 
thrice  the  amount  of  the  product  of  the  three 
thousand  gold  and  silver  mines  of  Uexko,  fiv 
the  same  period  of  tSty  years. '  Such  an  export 
would  indicate  unpar^eled  wealth ;  bnt  vhat 
was  the  fact  f   In  place  of  wealth,  a  nniversa! 
pressure  for  money  was  felt ;  not  «aongh  for 
current  expenses;  the  price  of  all  propeitj 
down ;  the  country  drooping  and  langnULlng; 
towns  and  cities  decaying ;  and  the  fi^gal  kb- 
its of  the  people  pushed  to  the  verge  ei  vm- 
versol  seUndeoial,  for  the  preservation  of  ther 
fiuttUy  estates.  Such  a  result  is  a  strange  and 
wonderful  ])henomenon.   It  calls  upon  states- 
men to  inquire  into  the  cause ;  ond  if  tbe^  ut 
quire  upon  the  theatre  of  this  strange  met*- 
morphosis,  they  will  receive  one  universal  an- 
swer from  all  ranks  and  all  ages,  that  it  is  F«l- 
erol  legislation  which  has  worked  ^is  nun. 
Under  this  legislation  the  exports  of  the  Sontli 
have  been  made  the  basis  of  the  Federal  rer- 
enue.   The  twenty  odd  millions  annually  levied 
upon  imported  goods,  are  deducted  out  of  the 
price  of  their  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  eitb«r 
m  tho  diminished  price  which  they  receive  fiff 
these  staples  in  foreign  ports,  or  in  the  in- 
creased price  which  uiey  pay  for  the  artidei 
they  have  to  consume  at  home.  Virginii^ 
two  Corolinas,  and  Georgia,  may  be  sud  to  it- 
fray  three-fonrths  of  the  annual  expense  <i 
supporting  the  Federal  Government ;  and  U 
tins  great  sum  annually  furnished  by  tbem, 
nothing,  or  next  to  notiiing,  is  returned  totbcm 
in  the  shape  of  Government  expendiiare. 
That  expenditure  flows  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion ;  it  flows  northwardly,  in  one  nniftm 
uninterrupted  and  perennial  stream ;  it  taka 
the  course  of  trade,  and  of  exchange ;  and  thii 
is  the  reason  why  wealth  disappears  from  the 
South,  and  rises  up  in  the  North.  Tedenl 
legisli^on  does  all  this ;  it  does  it  by  the  sm- 
ple  process  of  eternally  taking  away  frMn  the 
South,  and  returning  nothing  to  it.  If  it  re- 
tamed  to  tiie  South  the  whole,  or  even  a  good 
part  of  what  it  exacted,  the  four  States  sontb 
of  the  Potomac  might  stuid  tlie  action  of  this 
system,  as  the  earth  is  enabled  to  stand  the 
exhausting  influence  of  the  sun's  duly  heat  by 
the  refreshing  dews  which  are  returned  to  it 
at  night ;  bat  as  the  earth  is  dried  up,  and  all 
v^tation  destroyed  in  regions  where  the  heat 
is  great,  and  no  dews  returned,  so  must  the 
South  be  exhausted  of  its  money,  and  its  prop- 
erty, by  a  courso  of  legislation  which  is  forever 
taking  from  It,  and  never  returning  any  thing 
to  it. 

Every  new  tariff  iuOTcases  the  foree  of 
action.  No  tariff  has  ever  yet  included  \  if- 
pnia,  the  two  Oarcdinas,  and  Georgia,  wiUiin 
Its  providona,  except  to  increase  the  baitheu 
imposed  upon  th«n.  This  one  alone  preseuO 
the,  (^iportooitgr  to  fbm  an  ezoeption,  by 
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Tiving  aad  reatoring  the  oolttvation  of  one  of 
its  anolent  staples,  one  of  the  souroes  of  its 
wealth  before  the  rerolatlon.  The  Tariff  of 
1838  oves  this  reparation  to  the  Sondi,  be- 
eanse  the  Tariff  of  1816  oontribated  to  destroj 
tlte  ooltlvatioa  of  indigo ;  sank  the  daty  oa 
the  foreign  article,  from  twenty-five  to  fifteen 
cents  per  pound.  These  are  the  reasons  for 
imposing  the  duty  on  indigo,  now  proposed. 
What  objections  can  possibly  be  raised  to  it} 
Not  to  the  qnality :  for  it  is  the  same  which 
laid  tbe  foandation  of  the  British  manufactures, 
and  sustuned  their  reputation  for  more  than 
half  a  century ;  not  to  the  quantity :  for  the 
two  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone  raised  as 
much  fifty  years  ago  as  we  now  import,  and  we 
have  now  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
and  Ulsdssipin,  and  the  Territories  of  Florida 
and  Arkwisas,  to  add  to  tJie  conntries  which 
prodnoe  it ;  not  to  the  amount  oi  the  duty : 
for  its  mazimnm  will  be  but  forty  per  cent, 
only  one-half  the  duty  laid  by  this  bdl  on  the 
cloth  it  is  to  dye,  and  that  maximum,  not  im- 
mediate, but  attuned  by  slow  degree  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  in  order  to  give  time  for  the 
domestic  article  to  supply  the  place  of  the  im- 
ported ;  and  after  all,  it  is  not  a  dnty  on  the 
manafocturer,  font  on  the  wearer  of  the  goods ; 
from  whom  he  levies,  with  a  good  interest  on 
the  price  of  the  cloths,  all  that  he  expends  in 
tbe  purohase  of  materials.  For  once,  said  Kr. 
B.,  I  expect  a  unanimous  TOte  on  a  clause  in 
the  tanfCl  This  indigo  clause  must  hare  the 
singtdar  and  nnpreceoented  &taity  of  a  unani- 
mous voice  in  its  &Tor.  The  South  must  vote 
tor  it,  to  revive'the  cultivation  of  one  of  its 
most  ancient  and  valuable  staples ;  the  West 
must  vote  for  it  throush  gratitude  for  past 
Tors— through  gratitude  ror  tlie  vote  on  hemp 
this  night — and  to  save,  enlai^  and  increase 
the  market  for  its  own  productions ;  the  Nortli 
must  vote  for  it  to  show  their  disinterested- 
ness ;  to  give  one  proof  of  just  feeling  towards 
the  South ;  and,  above  all,  to  save  their  favor- 
ite American  system  from  the  deadly  blow 
which  Great  Brit»n  can  at  any  moment  give 
it,  by  stopping  or  intermpting  the  supplies  of 
foreign  indigo ;  and  the  whole  Union,  the  en- 
tire wgislativo  bodj^  most  Tote  for  it,  and  vote 
for  it  with  joy  and  enthusiasm,  becODse  it  is 
impofluble  that  Americans  can  deny  to  sister 
Stat^  of  tfaa  Oonfederaoyf  what  a  Briti^  king 
and  a  British  Parliament  granted  to  Aese  same 
States  when  they  were  ouonies  and  dependen- 
cies of  the  British  crown. 


Satdbdat,  May  10. 

The  Tariff ^  SiU.—Tndigo. 

Kr.  BtOKBBSoir  moved  to  discharge  from  the 
special  orders  the  bill  to  alter  the  several  acts 
levying  duties  on  imports ;  which  having  been 
fl$;reed  to,  tiio  general  orders  preceding  that  bill 
were  postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dioxbbson, 
and  it  was  taken  up.  TIm  motion  of  Hr.  Bmr- 
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TON,  adding  ten  cents  to  the  present  duty  on 
indigo,  wid  Slf  cents  per  «mum  afterwards, 
until  it  amounts  to  one  dollar  per  pound,  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  Macon  addressed  the  Senate  in  a  speech 
of  two  hours  in  length,  supporting  the  provision, 
and  treating  at  large  of  the  general  policy  of 
the  bill,  and  its  operation  on  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  He  contended  that  the 
benefits  of  the  system  had  been  confined  to  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  that  the 
South  had  suffered  severely  nnder  its  influence. 

Mr.  Sjuth,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  divide  the 
question.  He  was  disposed  to  protect  the  arti- 
cle, imd  he  wished  that  the  first  part  t^hould 
succeed.  Fifty  cents  per  pound  appeai-ud  to 
him  to  be  qnite  sufficient,  and  he  thought  the 
amendment  as  it  stood  proposed  too  nigh  a 
rate  of  duty.  He  asked  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  first  part ;  which 
were  ordered. 

If  r.  DioKERsoN^  said  that  the  proposition  now 
advanced  would  add  to  the  duty  26  cents  in 
one  year,  which  he  thon^t  far  too  rapid.  The 
artide  was  not  now  produced  in  any  great 
quantity — cert^nly  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
consumption  of  the  country ;  nor  would  it  be 
in  the  course  of  one  year.  He  was  entirely 
willing  that  the  article  should  receive  an  am- 
ple degree  of  protection.  In  doing  this,  how- 
ever, common  justice  would  point  out  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  done  so  as  to  injure  tiie  manu- 
facttuw.  If  it  was  brought  on  suddenly,  in- 
Juy  must  be  sustained  by  the  manufacturing 
consumer,  which  would  not  be  felt  if  the 
progress  of  the  dnty  was  gradual.  The  aver- 
age price  of  the  indigo  imported  was  one  dolr 
lar  seventy-one  cente.  The  duties  now  pro- 
posed on  it  would  be  about  fifty-eight  per 
cent.,  while  the  duty  proposed  on  wool  would 
be  fifty-one  per  cent. ;  making,  on  tbe  raw  ma- 
terial and  the  dye,  a  chaise  disproportioned  to 
the  protection  of  the  manufactured  article.  It 
was  true  tliat  the  coloring  matter  used  in  a 
yard  of  cloth  was  very  small,  bat  it  would  1)6 
felt  very  sensibly.  The  additional  duty  on  the 
manufactured  article  was  only  forty-five  per 
cent,  and  oonld  not,  consequentiy,  bear  any 
great  decrease,  by  way  of  duty  on  the  mate- 
rials of  their  finbrics.  [Here  Mr.  D.  made  some 
statements  as  to  the  unoont  of  indigo  import- 
ed, which  our  Reporter  cannot  accnratdr 
state.]  Believing  that  the  mannfactnrers  could 
not  bear  this  duty,  unless  a  correspondent  ad- 
vance should  be  made  on  the  duty  on  doths, 
because  indigo  could  not  be  produced  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  at  present,  he  was  of  opinion 
tliat  fitly  cents  on  the  pound  would  be  as  much 
as  the  blue  doths  could  bear.  He  therefore 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking 
out,  and  inserting  five  cents,  nntil  it  arrives  at 
fifty  cents,  instead  of  one  dollar. 

Mr,  Benton  said  that  it  appewed  by  the  evi- 
dence before  the  other  Hense,  that  the  first  dye 
used  by  the  manufocturers  was  of  an  inferior 
description,  and  that  they  afterwards  made  use 
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(tf  a  flna  dye.  Three-fourths  of  the  indigo  used 
came  from  the  British  and  Spanish  East  Indies ; 
and  it  was  testified  that  the  fine  qoality  cost 
ahont  $2  60  per  pound.  That  from  Guatemala 
was  of  an  inferior  kind,  and  cheaper ;  taken 
together,  the  two  descriptions  of  indigo  im- 
ported amounted  to  a  fraction  less  than  one 
million  of  dollars.  If  the  amendment  offered 
hy  him  (Mr.  B.)  was  adopted,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  importing  the  inferior  kind, 
and  perh^a  not  to  a  great  extent,  the  best. 
27ow,  the  rate  of  his  amendment  was  far  from 
being  exorbitant.  On  the  fine  indigo,  of  which 
the  greatest  amount  was  consumed,  the  maxi- 
mnm  of  duty  was  forty  per  cent  This  cer- 
tunly  was  reasonable,  when  the  duty  on  wool- 
lens was  seventy  per  cent,  giving  thirty  per 
cent,  in  their  &yor.  By  this  new  proposition 
the  duty  on  indigo  woidd  become  twenty  per 
cent.,  lost  half  the  additional  protection  en- 
joyed by  the  woollens  on  the  passage  of  this 
Dul.  If  this  proposition  was  to  succeed,  it 
wonld  be  better  and  fairer  to  face  the  South  at 
once,  and  say  that  they  shall  receive  no  benefit 
and  no  protection  from  this  bill.  The  friends 
of  the  American  system  had  better  at  once  de- 
clare to  the  South  that  they  hare  no  lot  or  por- 
tion under  that  system.  Better  give  them  a 
direct  refusal  at  once,  that  they  may  under- 
stand the  exact  extent  of  the  American  system, 
and  whether  it  inclades  merely  that  portion  of 
the  Uni(m  in  which  its  friends  are  interested. 

ISr.  Shitk,  of  Maryland,  thought  it  was  ex- 
traordinary ^at  this  proposition  should  he  op- 
posed, and  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  ob- 
jected to.  We  are  to  do  nothing  which  shall 
not  be  for  the  benefit  of  woollens  and  Iron,  and 
aid  no  other  interest  for  fear  it  will  conflict 
with  them.  I  recollect,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I  told 
the  friends  of  the  tariff  system  in  1816,  that 
the  British  were  about  doing  the  same  thing, 
in  relation  to  their  woollen  msnnfacturers,  as 
was  proposed  by  this  system ;  and  that  it 
would  be,  in  the  end,  much  worse  for  the  man- 
n£u)tnrer  than  it  then  was;  but  they  would 
not  believe  me.  I  was  not  mistaken,  however, 
and  it  was  easy  to  come  at  the  fact  We  got 
the  papers  from  England,  in  whidi  the  matter 
was  discussed.  Then  the  friends  of  the  system 
said  that  it  was  onr  policy  to  oppose  and  com- 
pete with  G-reat  Britain.  It  does  not  now  seem 
that  the  same  doctrine  is  held,  for  they  are  not 
willing  to  extend  it  to  all  the  articles  of  this 
country's  prodaction.  He  objected  entirely  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  bill  was  got  up. 
Here  was  one  interest  opposmg  another,  and  a 
measure  proposed  which  he  did  not  think  could 
be  justly  arranged  by  Congress  in  current 
legislation.  Such  a  tariff  ought  to  come  from 
the  Treasury  Department  to  oe  well  digested, 
and  provide  for  all  the  different  interests  with- 
out u^nring  any.  It  was,  it  seemed,  qnite  sat- 
isfaotory  to  some,  so  long  as  it  did  soffioient  for 
the  woollens.  That  appeared  to  be  all  that 
was  wanted.  The  bill,  in  his  opinion,  had  not 
been  soffidently  oonddered  as  to  its  ocoue- 


qnences  on  ttie  conntiy.  In  the  other  House  it 
snould  have  been  inquired  into  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ikus. 
I  see,  sfud  Mr.  S.,  that  the  gentieman£rani  Kev 
Jersey  (Mr.  Diokbrson)  smiles  ugmficantlj,  as 
much  as  to  ask  whether  I  suppose  he  would 
trust  the  bill  in  the  hands  of  its  enemiea. 
This,  however,  is  my  opinion.  I  do  not  tluok 
that  wooUens  alone  are  to  be  prot«:ted  st  tbe 
expense  of  other  import  ant  articles. 

Mr.  Hatitb  stud  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill 
in  its  principles  as  well  as  in  its  details.  It 
could  assume  no  shape  which  would  make  it 
acceptable  to  him,  or  which  could  prevent  U 
from  openting  most  oppresuvely  and  mgnstlT 
on  his  constituents,  with  tiiese  views,  he  hsit 
determined  to  make  no  motion  to  amoid  Ha 
bill  in  any  respect  whatever ;  but  when  suii 
motions  were  made  by  others,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  them,  he  knew  no  better  role 
than  to  endeavor  to  moke  tbe  bill  consistent 
with  itself.  On  this  principle  he  had  acteii  in 
all  tbe  votes  he  had  given  on  this  bill.  Be  had 
endeavored  to  carry  out  to  its  legitimate  conse- 
quences what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  miscall 
the  "AmericMi  System."  With  a  fixed  reso- 
Intion  to  vote'  against  the  bill,  he  still  con^d- 
ered  himself  at  liberty  to  assist  in  so  arrangiDj 
the  details,  as  to  extend  to  every  great  interest, 
and  to  all  portions  of  the  country,  aa  far  a 
may  be  practicable,  eqnol  protecticHi,  and  to 
distribute  the  bnrthens  of  the  system  eqnillT, 
in  order  that  its  benefits  as  well  as  its  eriu  nu; 
bo  fully  tested.  On  this  principle,  he  Bhoold 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  (^ntleman  from 
Missouri,  because  it  was  in  strict  conf(»init7 
with  all  the  principles  of  the  bUL  As  a  Sonii- 
em  man,  he  would  ask  no  boon  for  the  South 
— he  should  propose  nothing ;  but  he  mnst  saj 
that  the  protection  of  indigo  rested  on  the 
same  principles  as  every  other  article  proposed 
to  be  protected  by  this  bill,  and  he  did  not  see 
how  gentlemen  could,  consLstently  with  their 
maxims,  vote  against  it.  What  was  tbe  prin- 
ciple on  which  this  bill  was  i>rofes8edly  foimd- 
ed?  If  there  was  any  principde  aU  in  the 
bill,  it  was  that,  whenever  the  country  had  the 
capacity  to  produce  an  article  with  which  mj 
imported  article  conld  enter  into  competition, 
the  domestic  product  was  to  be  protected  hj  a 
doty.  Now,  had  the  Southern  States  the  ca- 
pacity to  produce  indigo!  The  soil  and  cH- 
mate  of  those  States  were  well  suited  to  the 
culture  of  the  article.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution  our  exports  of  the  article 
amounted  to  no  1^  than  1,100,000  lbs.  Be 
whole  quantity  now  imported  into  the  Tnited 
States  is  only  1,150,000  lbs.;  so  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  coqntry  to  produce  a  soffiwot 
quantity  of  indigo  to  sup^y  the  wants  of  the 
manufacturers  is  unquestionable.  It  is  trae 
that  the  quantity  now  produced  in  the  conntiy 
is  not  greet 
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This  proves  that  the  attention  of  the  countrj 
Is  now  directed  to  the  Bul^ect.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  some  remarka  vhioh  he  made 
on  this  subject  yesterdar,  stated  ttut,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Amerioan  system, 
(so  called,)  protection  was  not  extended  to  any 
arUole  which  the  country  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  exporting.  This  is  entirely  a  mistake.  Of 
the  articles  protected  by  the  Tariff  of  1824,  as 
well  as  those  included  in  this  bill,  very  few  are 
exported  at  all.  Among  these  are  iron,  wool- 
lens, hemp,  flax,  and  sereral  others.  If  indigo 
ia  to  be  protected  at  all,  the  duties  proposed 
must  surely  be  considered  extremely  reason- 
able, the  maximnm  proposed  being  much  below 
that  imposed  by  this  bill  on  wool,  woollens, 
and  other  artidea.  The  duty  on  indigo  till 
1816,  was  25  oente  per  pound.  It  was  then  (in 
&Tor  of  the  mannfiwtnrera)  reduced  to  15 
cents.  The  first  ioorease  of  duty  proposed 
here,  is  only  to  pat  back  the  old  da^  of  26 
cents  per  pound,  equal  to  an  ad  tahrem  duty 
of  from  10  to  16  per  cent. — and  the  maximum 
is  only  from  40  to  68  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and 
that  will  not  accrue  for  aeveral  years  to  come. 
With  this  statement  of  facts,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
would  leave  the  question  in  the  hands  of  those 
gontlemeu  who  were  engaged  in  giving  Uiis  bill 
the  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
final  deci^on  of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  taking  any  peculiar  interest 
in  this  question,  in  any  aspect  hat  this :  that  he 
wished  nis  constituents  to  be  made  to  onder- 
Btand  whether  the  Amerioan  mtem  means  a 
system  for  tiie  exduEAve  benefit  of  particular 
employments,  and  particular  Statae^  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  carried  out  to  embrace  every  branch 
of  industry  in  the  country — whether  the 
manufacturers  were  the  only  doss  in  the 
country  who  are  to  enjoy  the  protection  of  this 
^tem. 

Mr.  Emonr  said  that  this  was  an  additional 
tax  on  the  manufacturer,  without,  as  he  con- 
ceived, any  benefit  to  anybody.  We  have  no 
evidence  that  the  article  is  produced,  or  will  be 
produced,  in  any  quantity  fit  for  use  in  this 
country — that  bo  onerous  were  the  duties  al- 
ready on  the  materials  used  in  coloring,  that 
the  British  mannfiictnrer,  with  whom  we  had 
to  compete,  was  enabled  to  put  his  colored 
goods  .mto  the  nuurket  at  12  mills  less  per 
square  yard  than  the  American  nuinnftctnrer 
can  do :  in  other  words,  that  the  duties  pfdd 
hy  the  American  manufacturer  on  materials  for 
coloring  amounted  to  12  mills  the  square  yard 
more  than  they  cost  the  British  manufacturer. 

Hr.  DioEBBSON  did  not  doubt  the  capacity  of 
the  Southern  country  to  produce  all  the  indigo 
required  for  the  consmnption  of  the  country. 
It  was  a  valnable  article,  and  its  production 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  a  reasonable  extent ; 
but  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  that  with- 
out iqjuriog  the  manufacturers.  The  reason 
why  the  culture  of  indigo  had  not  reoeiTed 
greater  attention,  was,  he  believed,  because  the 
cqiitol  of  the  Sooth  liad  been  turned  to  oot- 


[Sbnatb. 

ton ;  and  that  being  now  the  direction  of  the 
capital  of  the  country,  he  believed  no  great 
amount  would  be  immediatdy  turned  to  indi- 
go, and,  therefore,  that  the  high  dntv  would  be 
a  hardship  to  the  manufacturer,  without  a  cor- 
respondent benefit  to  the  agriculturist.  He  be- 
lieved that,  for  some  years,  the  South  would 
choose  to  sell  their  cotton  to  those  countries 
whence  the  indigo  was  brought,  to  raising  large 
crops  of  the  latter.  He  hoped  it  would  in  a 
few  years  be  produced,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it 
would;  and,  as  the  production  progressed,  it 
would  be  right  to  extend  the  duty  on  the  blue 
cloths,  and,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  upon 
indigo. 

3£r.  SviTH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  did  not 
know  but  the  proposition  was  a  fiitir  one— as 
foir  as  could  be  expected  from  the  quarter 
whence  it  oame»  Bat  the  olfject  of  the  gentle- 
man from  IGssonri  was  to  create  a  sodden  ex- 
dtement,  by  which  the  agriculturist  would  be 
induced  to  go  ^  once  into  the  production  of 
indigo,  so  that,  in  a  few  years,  no  indigo  would 
be  imported.  At  present  we  get  our  indigo 
chiefly  from  Bengal.  And  it  was  interesting 
to  know  how  it  was  purchased.  For  every 
pound  that  is  imported  we  pay  specie,  for  it 
can  be  purchased  in  no  other  way.  We  can- 
not find,  in  return,  a  consumption  of  our  pro- 
duce, which  is  an  additional  consideration  in 
favor  of  the  protection  of  the  home  product. 
Some  time  next  year  the  Bengal  ships  would 
be  on  their  return,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
e^t  of  the  exeit»nent  which  the  propositiiHi 
of  tibie  gentleman  from  Kissonri  would  have 
given  in  favor  of  its  culture,  would  have  oper- 
ated to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in  five  years 
yin  will  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
ing the  article  at  all.  Mr.  S.  moved  to  divide 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first'  on 
Btrikmg  oat ;  which,  the  question  being  taken, 
was  decided  as  follows : — ^Yeas  28,  nays  28. 

The  vote  being  equal,  the  Chair  vtrted  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DiOKKRSOH  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  ont  "one  dollar,"  and  in- 
serting "  fifty  cents,"  making  the  increase  of 
duty  proposed  by  Hr.  Bskton,  stop  at  the  lat- 
ter amount. 

On  this  moti<»i  a  question  of  orier  arose, 
which  was  debated  at  some  length  l^Uessrs. 
Kino,  Van  Bdken,  Dickebbon,  wxBstBK, 
Macos*,  Hahbisos,  Woodbubt,  Bbasoh,  and 

OnAKDLEB, 

The  question,  which  was  admitted  to  be  a 
doubtfm  one  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Manual, 
whether,  after  having  refused  to  strike  out  a 
portion  of  a  bill,  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck 
out  was  amendable,  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Chair,  and  the  question  bdng  pnt^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DiOKBBSON  then  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  WsBSTXB  said,  in  relation  to  the  duty 
proposed  on  indigo,  that  he  considered  25 
cents  per  annum  too  sudden  an  augmentation, 
and  <Hie  which,  he  thonght}  vonld  ontmn  the 
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productitHL  He  diotdd  think  five  cents  per 
aim  am  a  reasonable,  increase,  and  aecordin^lx 
moved  to  strike  ont  20,  so  as  to  make  the  in- 
crease of  duty  fi  cents  per  annum ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hakrisok  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, \)j  inserting  10  cents  for  the  first  year,  5 
cents  for  the  second  year,  and  10  cents  for  each 
soccessive  year,  until  the  dutj  shall  amount  to 
£fty  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Bbnton  moved  a  call  of  the  Ilonse,  as 
there  were  three  or  four  members  absent  from 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Chanblbr  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  had  never  been  practised  in  the  Senate; 
which  statement  was  corroborated  bj  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  waived. 

Mr.  DicKEBSON  said,  although  he  was  willing 
to  allow  the  gradual  increase  of  the  duty  to  60 
cents  per  noimd,  yet  the  amendment  was  not 
what  he  designed.  The  advance  for  the  first 
year  was  too  great,  as  ten  cents  on  the  quan- 
tity imported  next  year  would  be  more  than 
$120,000.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any 
indigo  would  be  pro<luced  in  one  year,  although 
it  might  in  two  or  three  years.  Yet^  although 
no  good  would  at  once  be  experienced  by  the 
agriculturist,  the  duty  falls  on  the  manufactur- 
ers immediately.  For  this  reason  he  should 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wedstxr  said,  tliat  his  difficulty,  in  re- 
lation to  this  proposition,  was  only  want  of 
information.  It  nod  been  introunced  last 
night,  at  a  late  hour,  and  no  time  had  been 
sfiorded  for  examination  as  to  the  quantity 
produced,  or  as  to  the  quality  of  tho  domestic 
article.  As  to  the  Bengal  indigo,  on  the  way 
to  this  country,  this  duty  will  have  tho  effe'fet 
to  raise  its  price  in  the  market,  at  once.  Lit- 
tle benefit  will  be  derived  by  the  planter,  while 
it  will  lay  a  heavy  tax  on  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Bbxton^  said  he  was  astonished  to  find 
the  Eepresentatives  of  sister  States  refusing  to 
three  States  a  protection  which  was  granted  by 
a  monarch :  for  a  bounty  had  been  given  by 
Great  Britfdn  when  we  were  her  colonies,  on 
this  article.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
was  now  endesToring  to  shift  his  ground, 
which  was  olw^  a  most  dangerona  attempt. 

To  change  one^s  front — whether  in  military 
or  in  le^slative  tnanoeuTres,  was  always  more 
or  less  dan^rous.  But  it  now  comes  out 
The  article  is  found  now,  not  to  be  of  suffi- 
ciently good  quality  for  the  American  system. 
yfe  must  have  Bengal  indigo,  which  is  brought 
from  the  British  £ast  Indies  and  Manilla,  equally 
under  the  influence  of  Great  Britain.  So  that 
it  now  appears  that  this  same  system,  in  rela- 
tion to  which  we  were  formerly  told  that  it 
was  to  oppose  Great  Britain,  is  dependent  on 
that  country ;  this  veir  Great  Briton,  which 
we  have  been  told  d«  aia  in  diem,  must  be  op- 
posed by  the  American  system,  is  to  have  the 
preference,  in  the  prodooUon  of  indigo^  to  onr 
own  citizens. 

The  genUttnan  from  Massachusetts  shows 


(Hat,  IfiXS. 

us,  by  this,  that  the  American  aystem  dqMnda 
on  the  British  Government  for  its  existence.  I 
say,  nr,  that  tills  is  a  foir  in^renee.    Far  I 

have  proof  which  is  better  than  the  opinions 
of  gentlemen,  however  high  their  statiooa,  but 
who  do  not  happen  to  be  indigo  dyers,  that 
tills  article  can  be  produced  in  j^rfcction  in 
this  country.  I  have  the  anthonty  of  iiidi^o 
dyers  for  this  assertion.  But  do  we  want  Kt- 
ter  proof  of  this,  than  that  the  bounty  was 
given  by  the  British  Government  on  Amerii  an 
indigo,  and  that  the  British  factories  were  bnilt 
up  on  American  indigo  before  the  revolution! 
The  export,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
into  Eng^d,  was  about  the  same  as  the  im- 
port into  this  country  now.  If  tho  present 
plan  is  adopted,  at  the  end  of  4  or  £  years,  the 
duty  will  be  20  per  cent.  It  is  contemptible — 
it  is  an  insult  to  the  Sonth.  It  shows  tl.cra 
that  they  can  only  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
system  far  below  the  rate  of  protection  wl.ich 
is  extended  to  the  manufacturer.  They  are  to 
be  allowed  20  per  cent,  on  the  article  in  five 
years,  while  the  cloths  of  New  England  are 
placed  at  70  per  cent,  instantcr.  Through  a 
variety  of  qnestiona  tliis  motion  liad  been  fal- 
lowed up.  Even  in  the  agonies  of  death  it  was 
hunted  down  by  the  friends  of  the  Araerican 
system.  And  now  we  are  told  that  it  will  oc- 
cnr  too  soon — ^that  it  mnst  be  deferred  to  a 
later  period.  Tliia,  then,  is  the  American  sys- 
tern,  extending  to  bnt  one  or  two  interesta,  and 
leaving  others  nntoncfaed.  I  expressed  a  lio^ 
lost  night  that  the  frimds  of  the  torifiT  bJl 
would  give  the  only  proof  to  tite  Sonth  in  their 
power,  that  they  too  were  included  in  the 
American  system.  It  seems,  however,  that 
this  paltry  boon  is  to  be  refused,  I  beg  gentle- 
men to  epojo  their  strength,  as  I  have  motions 
yet  behind  that  will  require  all  their  energivs. 
It  seems  to  me  unconscionable  that  the  n:anu- 
facturers  sboidd  desire  to  grasp  the  whole  TO 

Ser  cent  upon  their  productions,  and  refose  to 
o  a  little  for  the  agricultural  commnnity. 
Now  I  ask,  whether  the  fHends  of  the  Ameri- 
can system  do  not,  by  th^r  decision  npcm  this 
motion,  show  clearly  that  it  depends  upon 
Great  Britain  for  its  existence  t  It  is  tlie  inovi- 
table  conclnsion,  from  their  own  arguments. 
They  have  their  choice  of  the  boms  of  the 
dilemma — and  they  have  chosen  this.  Tl.e 
American  system  then  depends  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  she  will  doubtless  cheribh  it  wiih 
kindness  and  afiection. 

The  question  being  taken  on  adopting  the 
amendment  as  amended,  it  was  decided  m  the 
negative. 

Mr.  DioEXBsoN  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  a  clause  laying  an  additional  duty  of 
6  cents  per  annum  on  the  ponnd  of  indigo,  mi- 
til  it  arrives  to  GO  cents ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

ItTXNiNo  Bnsiosr. 
The  moticm  offcred  by  Mr.  SinrH,  of  Mary- 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESa 


690 


Mat,  162&] 

land,  to  lay  an  additional  dutyof  five  oento  on 
oordage,  was  discussed  hj  Messrs.  Wxbbtkb, 
DiOKERSON,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  that  it  seemed  at  first  Uiat 
the  dutj  on  hemp  would  be  of  no  importance 
to  the  agrienlturist,  because  it  conlu  not  be 
produced  in  this  conntry.  But  now  it  appeared 
to  be  of  soffioient  importance  to  swell  the  price 
tji  hemp  itself  and  oall  for  a  doty  on  cwaage. 
He  shoud  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Vfmnat  observed,  that  tha  gentleman 
mpiKMed  that  this  dn^  would  not  add  a  single 
blade  to  the  product  of  the  domestic  artide. 
Tet,  it  will  increase  the  price  of  manu£sctured 
hemp.  And  the  question  is,  whether  yon  will 
purchase  the  foreign  manufactured  article,  or 
that  raannfactored  in  this  country.  Does  he 
not  see,  that,  if  we  lay  a  heavy  duty  on  raw 
hemp,  it  will  be  a  bonnty  on  the  foreign  naann- 
factored  article,  unless  that  is  taxed  alsof 
Does  he  not  se&  that,  if  we  intend  to  keep  the 
manufacture  of  hemp  alive  in  this  country,  we 
must  lay  a  doty  on  the  foreign  manufactured 
article  ?  He  merely  rose  to  make  this  state- 
ment because  he  thoueht  tiie  gentleman  under 
a  misapprehendon  of  the  intentiott  of  his 
motion. 

Ur.  Fabrib  said,  that  the  ammient  of  the 
SenatOT  ftom  Massaohnsetta  (Mr.  WaBsns) 
is  correct,  and  ought  to  have  ltd  weight,  unless 
this  article  be  dready  protected.  To  show 
whether  that  is  the  case,  a  statement  of  a  few 
facts  only  would  be  necessary.  The  existing 
duty  on  cordage  is  $89  60  per  ton.  The  duty 
contemplated  by  the  bill  on  imported  hemp, 
will  be  $60  per  ton,  when  it  shall  have  arrived 
at  its  ultimatum;  thus  giving  the  domestic 
manufiu;tured  article  an  advantage  of  nearly 
$30  per  ton  over  the  same  article  of  foreign 
manofacture.  This  would  seem  to  be  sufficient 
protection.  If  gentlemen  think  so,  they  will 
negative  tiie  amendment.  Only  <me  other  fact 
need  be  stated.  There  is  not,  now,  nor  has 
there  been  fijr  yeturs,  a  pound  of  foreign  cord- 
age used  on  American  tonoage.  It  is  imported 
only  for  ezportatioa  as  an  article  of  trade. 
During  the  last  year,  the  importation  of  this 
article  exceeded  1,500,000  pounds ;  the  princi- 
pal part  of  which  was  from  Russia,  and  of 
oourse  encumbered  with  the  same  expense  for 
freight,  insuraoce,  &c,  as  the  unmanufaotnred 
hemp.  The  exportation  of  cordage,  for  draw- 
bacl^  during  the  same  year,  somewhat  exceeded 
that  quantity,  principally  to  Cuba,  Brazil,  aad 
Chili.  Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
increased  duty  on  hemp,  he  should  uniformly 
vote  agunst  any  additional  duty  on  manufao- 
tnree  from  that  article. 

JSr.  BovAir  said  he  rose  to  acknowledge  that 
he  had  taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  amendment.  He  was  convinced, 
from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetta,  that  the  effect  of  the  duty  on 
f»rdage  would  be  beneficial  to  the  hemp^row- 
ing  interest  of  this  country,  and,  as  he  was 
always  ready  to  admit  any  erroneous  imprea- 


sion,  he  should  now  OHiader  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amendment. 
The  moti<Hi  was  r^ected. 

Saw  Wool 

3Cr.  Bkhtos  moved  a  progressive  duty  on 
wool  on  the  skin,  to  make  it  entirely  prohibito- 
ry in  four  years. 

On  this  mo^n  a  debate  ensaed,  in  whi<A 
Mesav.  BiBTOM,  Diokkbschii,  Ohakdlkr,  and 
Habruos  partidpatad. 

Mr.  BioTH,  of  South  OaroUna,  said  that  ha 
did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  question,  but  to  show 
that  It  was  idle  to  go  on  with  the  debate 
prwnt.  Within  the  last  thirty-four  hours  the 
Senate  had  been  in  session  twenty  hours,  which 
had  been  entirely  employed  in  the  discussion  of 
the  tariff  bill — the  strikings  out,  and  the  put- 
tings in.  Such  continued  labor  might  do  fbr 
others,  bat  he  had  neither  the  nerves  nor  tiie 
lungs  to  go  farther  in  this  fatiguing  business. 
He  considered  that  it  was  too  much  for  the 
human  frame.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WoooBCXT  moved  that  the  hour  of 
a^oumment  be  noted  on  the  Journal;  and 
aH»d  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  qnestion  was 
then  taken  and  decided  in  the  afSnoativo. 


ICoNDAT,  Iby  IS. 
3%i  Thr^  MU^Sma  Wool 
The  bill  altering  tiie  acts  Impo«nng  duties  on 
-inports,  was  again  taken  up ;  and  the  motioD 
of  Mr.  Bbbton,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
raw  wool,  by  gradual  advances,  so  as  to  go 
into  effect  in  the  year  1882,  being  under  con- 
sideration, the  qnestioa  was  pnt,  and  decided 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Benton  then  proposed  to  amend,  by 
inserting  a  provision,  laying  a  duty  of  ten  per 
centum  per  annum  on  wool  unmanufactured, 
until  it  shall  amount  to  60  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  6  per  centum  afterwards,  until  U 
amounts  to  70  per  cent. 

This  motion  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Bb3iton,  Smith  of  Md.,  Hatke,  and  Diokbb- 
bon;  when  the  question  was  taken,  it  waa 
negatived. 

Molat$eg, 

Mr.  BsKTON  moved  that  a  duty  of  six  cents 
per  gallon,  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  ten  cents 
in  the  bill,  be  laid  on  imported  molasses,  to 
take  effect  on  the  80th  day  of  June,  1630,  so 
as  to  make  the  whole  duty  on  that  article 
amount  to  sixteen  cents  per  gallon  after  that 
timei  This  pnniodtimi  ne  supported  in  a 
speech  of  ccnuldfirable  length,  in  which  ha 
went  back  to  the  first  proporitiw  under  the 
Federal  Government  to  inqiose  a  doty  on 
molasses;  and  showed  that  it  was  then  con- 
sidered as  a  doty  on  sugar.  This  statement 
he  confirmed  by  a  recurrence  to  the  first 
tariff  of  1790,  reported  by  a  Committee  of  tha 
House  of  B^reeentativea,  of  which  Mr.  Madl* 
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■on  iras  Cfaainuan,  in  which  brown  SDoar  was 
dutied  at  one  cent  per  pound,  and  moLuses  at 
d{^t  cents  per  gaUon ;  and  the  twodnties  held 
tobe  equal,  as  a  gallon  of  molanes  was  admitted 
to  be  eqnal  in  weight,  and  Boperior  in  aaocha- 
line  matter,  to  eight  pom^a  of  brown  BOgar. 

Both  were  treated  as  duties  upon  sofpr;  one 
in  its  grannlai7,  and  the  other  in  its  fluid 
state;  and  the  House  of  Bepresentatires  sus- 
tained that  idea,  and  voted  the  two  duties  as 
reported.  But  in  the  Senate  this  equalit7  was 
altered,  upon  the  earnest  representation  of  the 
Kew  England  members,  that  molasses  was  used 
principally  for  distillation,  and  not  as  a  substi- 
tude  for  Bugar  in  that  section  of  the  Union; 
and  the  duty  was  reduced,  under  this  beli^ 
from  eight  to  two  and  a  half  centa  per  gallon. 
Since  that  time  thia  idea  has  prevailed ;  and  in 
t^  enactment  f)f  aabeeqnent  tariff^  mol&sses 
has  nearly  escaped  all  duty,  while  brown  sugar 
has  twice  been  subjected  to  an  advance  of  duty, 
and  each  time  to  an  advance  of  one  hundred 
per  cent  upon  its  original  amount.  The  tariff^ 
BOW  in  force,  levies  three  centa  a  pound  on 
brown  sugar,  and  only  five  cents  a  ^on  on 
molasses ;  the  tariff  now  nnder  consideration 
proposes  an  advance  of  only  five  cents  a  gallon 
on  molasses;  and  the  amendment  proposed 
only  contemplates  a  further  advance  of  six 
cents,  to  take  effect  two  years  hence. 

Mr.  B.  Bud  that  he  was  indnced  to  revive 
the  original  idea  of  taxing  molasses  as  sugar, 
bv  a  piece  of  infinmation  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Senate  a  few  nights  ago  by  the 
Senator  from  Uassachnsetts,  (Ur.  Webster,)  in 
tiie  debate  on  New  England  rum,  in  which 
that  liquor  was  treated  as  the  antagonist  of 
Western  whiskey,  and  the  foreign  mateiial 
out  of  which  it  was  made,  was  showa  to  be 
the  rival  of  domestic  grain,  and  of  course 
entitled  to  no  favor  from  a  legiEdature  profess- 
ing to  be  a  friend  to  the  American  System. 
That  Senator,  in  the  course  of  that  debate, 
declared,  upon  this  floor,  that  this  was  a  mis- 
take ;  that  molasses  in  New  England  was  need 
principally  on  the  table,  and  not  in  the  stills ; 
and  that  of  the  ten  millions  of  gallons  annually 
Imported  into  that  section  of  the  Union,  not 
more  than  two  millions  were  distilled  into 
mm.  This  would  leave  eight  milliouB  of 
gallons,  equivalent  to  sixty-four  millions  of 
pounds  of  brown  Bunr,  to  be  used  as  sugar ; 
and  ahowa  that  the  New  England  statesmen  of 
iba  year  1790,  however  correct  at  the  time, 
were  prodigioiiuy  mistaken  as  to  the  future 
distillation  of  molasses ;  and  that  this  mistake 
led  the  Congress  since  that  day,  into  a  great 
error ;  an  error  which  has  pervaded  our  legis- 
lation ever  since,  destroyed  the  equality  of  the 
sugar  tax,  and  deprived  the  Treasury  of  an 
immense  revenue.  Bat  that  mistake  is  now 
corrected.  The  important  fact  is  now  admit- 
ted, that  four-fifths  of  the  mohmoo  imported 
into  New  England,  are  oonsnmed  as  sogar ; 
and  the  knowledge  of  tUs  Cut  niggeBta  grave 
questiooB  to  Uie  American  Btateamaa  in  le&r- 


[1Ut,MS1 

enoe  to  onr  revenue,  the  e^nal  dirtribntioa  of 
onr  taxes,  and  the  preeervation  of  amaiketAr 

our  domestic  sugar  and  molasses. 

Hr.  B.  would  briefly  touch  thoBe  great  ques- 
tions, and  leave  many  of  their  renilts  to  be 
pursued  and  developed  by  the  minds  of  othen. 

1.  At  it  conctnxM  tMfi  recmm. — ^The  Treasnrj, 
he  said,  was  an  enormous  loser.  Ei^t  millioiu 
of  gallons  of  molasses  were  equal  to  64  miUiom 
of  pounds  of  sugar ;  this  quantity  of  sugar,  it 
the  present  rate  of  duty,  would  pay  $1,9SQ,- 
000;  its  equivalent  in  molasses,  under  the 
existing  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon,  has  onlj 
paid  $^,000 ;  under  the  proposed  duty  in  the 
bill,  it  will  only  pay  $800,000 ;  and  even  if 
carried  to  16  centa,  will  still  pay  bat 
000.  The  result  was,  that  the  Treasarj  had 
heretofore  lost  upon  this  item,  $1,080,000  per 
annmn ;  that  it  was  destined  to  lose  unda  tbe 
operation  of  the  bill  as  it  stood,  a  fnrt&er 
annual  som  of  $1,120,000;  and  even  if  1^ 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  annual  km 
would  still  be  $940,000.  This  loes,  thon^ 
great,  would  st^l  be  so  much  less  than  that 
now  Buffered,  that  Hr.  B.  would  be  willing  to 
compromise  upon  it,  and  leave  to  his  hev 
England  brethren  the  ^uiet  epjoyment  <^  k 
great  an  advantage  ontil  the  time  came  rocmd 
for  a  general  revision  of  the  tariff  and  u 
extensive  reduction  and  equalization  of  dntia 
consequent  upon  the  extinction  of  the  pnUin 
debt 

A»  ^  Miaena  the  tgual  dutri^utin  ^ 
the  ptMla  Com.— The  tax  npon  brown  sngar  a 
one  of  the  heaviest  that  is  imposed.  Hat 
article  is  dntied  at  three  centa  a  pound,  wkid, 
with  the  merchant's  profit  upon  that  nm, 
makes  it  cost  nearly  four  cents  higher  in  At 
pound.  The  aggr^te  tax  for  the  last  three 
years,  shows  an  average  of  two  millioos  and 
a  qnarter  of  dollars  per  annum.  Hiis  is  a  tai 
upon  a  necessary  of  life ;  it  is  a  tax  upcm  u 
article  consumed  by  the  poor;  it  is  a  tu 
chiefly  pud  by  ^e  people  of  the  Uiddk, 
Southern,  and  Western  St^«s ;  for  they  canoot 
use  molasses  as  a  Bubstituto.  Their  interior 
position  forbids  the  extensive  use  <^  an  arfidi 
which  is  ^ilt  and  wasted  ia  a  Jong  overiaod 
trannwrtation.  The  oommerdal  tudes  imm 
this  not,  fi>r  while  New  England  ahneanssslhr 
imports  ten  miUions  of  gallona  oi  mdasses,  w 
tlie  rest  of  the  Union  put  t<^ther^-the  eij^ 
teen  other  States  uid  three  territories  united, 
only  imported  three  millions  of  gallons!  This 
proves  the  fact  that  molflfisea  is  bat  little  used 
as  a  substitute  for  sugar,  ontidde  of  Ne* 
England;  it  proves  the  fact  that  iha  present 
great  revenue  derived  from  brown  sugar  is 
chiefly  paid  by  citizens  of  other  parts  U  tin 
Union ;  and  it  presents  the  question  to  the 
American  statesman,  how  far  it  is  ri^t  in 
itself  bow  for  it  is  consistent  with  the  pivi- 
ciples  of  onr  confederacy,  how  &r  it  is  joit 
towards  tlie  inhaUtants  of  the  IDddle,  Sontm 
and  Western  Statea,  to  devtdve  the  bnrtlm  flf 
the  sugar  tax  upon  them,  and  relieve  tin 
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Kew  England  pec^Ie  from  it,  br  oontinning 
the  vast  ineqaality  of  duty  upon  the  graDolary 
and  the  fiaid  Btate  of  the  article? 

Ur.  B.  here  addressed  himself  directly  to  a 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mi.  Habes,)  who 
had  allowed  his  feelings,  a  few  daya  before,  to 
carry  him  so  far  as  to  throw  ont  a  very  odious 
imputation  on  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  which  had  reported  the  Tariff 
bill  (tf  the  present  session.  That  imputation 
was  to  this  effect :  that  the  increased  duty  on 
molasses  was  put  into  the  bill  for  the  purpose 
of  poiKHiing  it;  and  preventing  the  Sew 
EnffaoA.  memben  from  voting  for  it  Mr.  B. 
repelled  tida  impotation,  as  a  satire  upon  the 
New  England  members  whose  patiiodsm  it 
would  seem  to  rate  so  low,  and  as  an  unjust 
and  disorderly  attack  upon  i^embers  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  said  to 
the  Senator  who  had  made  it,  that  he  would 
confront  him  with  very  eminent  authority 
from  his  own  Btate,  the  speech  of  Mr.  Eltzsim- 
mons,  a  distingmshed  member  of  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  '90, 
who  supported  Mr.  Madison  in  his  proposal  to 
place '  an  equal  daty  on  sugar  and  molasses ; 
and  supported  him  on  the  express  ground,  that 
tiie  people  <^  Pennsylvania  should  not,  by  hia 
TOte^  he  made  to  pay  more  tax  on  th^  sweet- 
ening than  the  people  of  New  England  ^d  oa 
theirs, 

Mr.  6.  concluded  with  a  compliment  to  the 
vigilance^  sagacity,  perseverance,  and  unity  of 
ac^on,  whi(£  baid  enabled  the  New  England 
members,  heretcrfbre,  to  appropriate  to  them- 
selves all  the  benefits,  and  leave  to  others  all 
the  burthens  of  the  different  tariff^.  He  did 
not  blame  them  for  it.  Their  paramount  duty 
was  to  their  constituents,  and  they  discharged 
that  duty  with  a  zeal  and  assiduity  worthy  of 
all  praise.  But  he  should  blame  himself  if  he 
did  not  profit  from  their  example.  His  para- 
mount duty  was  to  the  people  of  Missouri ;  and 
tl^s  duty  required  Ids  best  exertions  to  protect 
her  staples,  and  to  eqoalize,  if  pos^ble,  the 
burthens  and  tilie  benente  of  the  present  tariff. 
This  was  all  that  he  was  aiming  at,  either  iu 
the  present  motion,  or  in  the  motions  made,  or 
to  be  made  by  him ;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  so 
understood  by  all  concerned. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  BzanoH  was  decided  in 

e  negative. 

Mr.  BnrroH  moved  to  strike  out  the  duty  on 
woollen  blankets.  In  sdpport  of  this  motion 
Mr.  B.  observed,  that  blankets  were  an  article 
of  necesMty,  required  by  every  body;  but 
mostly  by  the  poorest  pewle.  They  were  also 
reqaired  for  shves,  and  udians,  and,  iadeed, 
no  class  could  do  without  them.  There  had 
always  been  a  distinction  between  the  duty  on 
blankets  and  other  woollen  goods,  in  the  various 
taiifb,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  of  prime 
necesrity.  There  was  another  reason  which 
n^ght  be  n^ed  for  remoring  this  doty.  It 


was,  that  the  manuActare  was  not  competent 
to  the  supply  of  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  as  the  duty  would  only  ^nefit  a  few 
individuals,  while  the  poorer  classes  suffered  in 
proportion — as  the  Senate  had  refused  to  put 
any  fttrther  duty  on  wool,  he  thought  it  would 
be  but  reasonable  to  take  off  the  duty  on  blank- 
ets. Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  motion, 
was,  that  blankets  were  essential  in  the  Indian 
trade.  At  present  the  British  brought  them 
across  the  lines,  while  they  also  introduced 
their  into  this  country  free  of  duty.  This 
was  very  bad  pcitej :  ibr,  had  these  fhra  been 
taxed  871^  jper  cent.,  the  revalue  wonld  have 
gained  a  mQli(m  of  doUars^  and  our  trade  have 
received  ample  protection.  If  the  duty  was 
contwned,  it  would  be  a  great  iqjury  to  the 
revenue,  and  act,  besides,  as  a  heavy  impom- 
tion  on  the  poorest  class  of  our  community. 
He  should  be  glad  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  would  give  the  amount 
of  the  manufacture  of  the  article  in  this  coun- 
try, and  its  increase  unce  1824.  The  duty  was 
not  such  as  was  given  to  the  grower,  when  a 
paltry  protection  was  extended  to  him,  which 
was  always  gradual,  but  cai^  down  intanter 
upon  tiie  consumer. 

Mr.  Sicrro,  (tf  Maryland,  wished  to  know 
whether  the  manufacture  had  increased  since 
lSi4.  AtthattimeOongpivBS  laidaduty  of  25 
per  cent,  on  the  artide,  and  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  been  its  effect 

Mr.  DioESBSON  did  not  think  the  manufac- 
ture hod  increased  to  a  very  great  extent  Bnt 
the  country  was  amply  capable  of  prodndng 
the  whole  of  the  consumption. 

Mr.  Smfth,  of  Maryland,  made  some  fbrther 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  duty  levied  in  1624, 
had  not  operated  effectually  to  increase  the 
manufacture  of  blankets. 

Mr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  and  read  a 
statement  of  a  Commissary  to  show  the  opera- 
tion of  the  duties  of  1824,  on  the  price  of  the 
article,  from  which  he  amied,  that  a  beneficial 
effect  had  been  produced  by  the  duty.  The 
priee  had  very  sensib^  decreased  witmn  a  few 
years,  which,  he  believed,  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  competition  in  our  country,  and 
the  increase  of  the  manufacture. 

Mr.  Surra,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarks 
in  reply,  attribnting  the  fall  of  the  prices,  as 
was  understood,  to  the  reduction,  by  Great 
Britain,  of  the  tax  on  wool  imported  into  that 
coontry. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Fvn.—S'emp,—Siiit. — Chtton  Bagging. 

Mr.  BmtTON  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  a 
proviuon  laying  a  duty  on  furs,  of  all  kinds,  of 
8U  per  cent,  according  to  the  value. 

Mr.  Bebton  remarked,  that,  when  he  pro- 
posed this  dnt7,  formerly,  it  was  supposed  that 
It  wonld  ii^nre  the  mann&cture  of  hats.  But 
as  one  ounce  of  fbr  only  was  now  pat  into  a 
beaver  hat,  this  dnty  wonld  make  but  6|  cents 
additton  (m  eadi  hf^  while  the  revenne  would 
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1>e  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  boped 
the  mantifaoturing  interest  wonid  not  spring 
forward  to  prevent  so  important  a  provision. 

The  qnestioh  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Jlii.  Bekton  moved  to  amend  the  bili  in  the 
8d  section,  by  adding  to  the  duty  on  hemp 
"  ten  dollars  per  ton,  annaoUy,  nntil  it  amoants 
to  ninety  dollars;"  which  motion  was  decided  in 
the  Dfffi^ve. 

Mr.  WoomnBT  moved  to  amend  tiie  bill,  by 
Inserting,  "  on  all  mann&otares  of  rilk,  from 
beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope,  80  per  cent, 
and  on  aU  manuCactares  of  silk,  from  countries 
this  ride  of  the  Cape,  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  said  the  effect  of  this  motion 
would  be,  to  leave  the  dnty  as  it  now  was,  on 
the  manufactures  of  silk  this  »ile  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  But,  on  those  from  beyond  that 
Cape,  it  raised  the  doty  five  per  cent.  At  this 
period  of  the  session,  he  would  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  only  a  few  minutes  in 
Btating  the  probable  effect  of  the  amendment, 
should  it  prevail.  By  the  change  of  dut^  the 
whole  impost  on  silkei,  annually,  would  be 
somewhat  raised  for  a  l4ine.  This  might  increase 
the  leal  already  ixdted  in  this  oonntry  for  the 
culture  of  rilk,  and  thns  tend  to  enoourago  en- 
terprise and  improve  skill.  Should  the  change 
alter  in  time  our  ilnportations,  and  introduce 
into  the  market  more  of  the  silks  of  Europe, 
and  leas  of  those  from  India  and  China,  till  the 
former  entirely  engrossed  the  market,  the  effect 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  both  to  our  agri- 
culture and  navigation.  The  commercial  men 
ih  this  body  were  very  conscious,  that  the  dis- 
crimination in  duty  of  five  per  cent  between 
silks  from  India  and  Europe,  introduced  in  the 
tariff  of  1824,  had  very  considerably  augmented 
the  importations  of  those  maanfhotnred  nearest 
home.  Without  tronbling  the  Senate  with  s 
Btatisded  detail,  the  year  ending  in  September, 
1826,  exhibited  an  importation  of  almost  five 
millions  worth  of  this  article  from  Europe,  and 
d£  otdy  a  little  more  than  three  millions  from 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  All  who 
hwrd  him,  and  had  reflected  on  the  sul^ect 
were  aware  that  the  silks  from  India  were  paid 
toT  mostly  in  specie,  and  employed  but  little 
navigation  directly,  while  those  from  Europe 
were  chiefly  obtained  in  exchange  for  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  other  staple  articles  of  agri- 
culture, and  gave  occupation  directly  to  a  much 
larger  amount  of  tonnage.  Another  effect 
would  probably  be,  that  the  duty  on  some  of 
these  articles  abroad  woold  be  low^'ed,  with  a 
view  to  reciprocate  oar  friendly  discrimination 
in  ikTor  of  European  rilks.  From  one  power 
eipedally,  and  that  was  Franco,  we  might 
not  only  hope  this;  but  it  would  give  to 
her  some  substitute  for  the  dimlnntioa  oc- 
casioned by  other  parts  of  this  very  bill,  in  our 
present  trade  for  woollens  from  that  country. 
Should  any  objection  be  made  to  an  increase  of 
^is  impost,  it  might  also  be  replied,  it  was  a 
tax  on  what  was  in  some  degree  a  luxury,  and 
4^efiy  used  by  the  wealthy,  while  this  same 
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bill  taxed  very  highly  a  great  number  tfa« 
first  necessaries  of  life,  used  by  the  humblest 
classes  of  society.  He  would  only  add,  at  this 
time,  that  the  change  now  proposed  was  in  ex- 
act conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  in  1824 ;  and  the 
experience  oi  tiiree  years  had  shown  the  bene- 
fits of  the  dlaorimlnodon  bo  foDy,  tiiat  no  Anther 
ai^foment  was  wanted,  he  though^  to  vaify 
their  rec<Hnmaidatlon  m  its  ftiUest  extent,  taA 
induce  us  to  make  the  whole  diEcrimlnatum 
then  advised,  not  only  by  the  committee,  but 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  first  com- 
mercial city  In  the  Union. 

Mr.  DicKKHsoN  said  it  appeared  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  the  dis- 
crimination. He  agreed  that  the  effect  had 
been  to  reduce  the  amount  of  silk  imported 
from  beyond  tiie  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and  he 
thought  that  the  present  duty  was  produdng 
the  change  bo  rapidly,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
increase  the  discrimination, 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  rose  to  make  a  an^e  remark, 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  dlseriminatlai,  and 
to  propose  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  fix  some  period  at  which  the  additioiul 
duty  diould  commence,  or  it  woald  operate 
severely  on  the  merchants  whose  ships  hod  al- 
ready been  sent  to  the  East  Indies  for  aSki. 
The  importers  of  this  description  of  goods  mi^ 
suffer  great  loss,  unless  the  amendment  were 
so  modified  as  not  to  go  into  effect  until  a 
period  late  enough  to  save  thdr  orders,  already 
sent,  from  its  operation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  remarkB 
in  relation  to  the  importance  of  our  trade  with 
France.  He  considered  it  to  be  our  interest  to 
be  on  the  b^  terms  with  that  country,  as  she 
took  our  articles  in  return — and  it  was  but  fair 
to  give  to  h&r  an  advantage  in  the  silk  trade, 
over  China,  where  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
specie — although  he  hod  wonderea  that  oar 
merchants  did  not  export  cotton  to  the  latter 
country,  as  the  experiment  had  been  saeGea»> 
fully  made  in  one  instance,  whidd  he 
tioned. 

Mr.  BEim>N  was  decidedly  In  favor  of  the 
proposed  amendment  He  was  in  favor  of  this 
discriminatioD,  when  it  was  proposed  in  1824, 
and  the  beneficial  effects  produced  by  the  dis- 
crimination of  five  per  centum,  imposed  at  that 
time,  encouraged  him  .to  carry  the  principle  to 
the  point  now  proposed.  At  present  we  got 
our  chief  supplies  of  eOka  from  France,  Eng- 
land, and  the  East  Indies.  From  the  latter 
plaoe,  we  purchase  for  gold  and  wlver  ;  firan 
the  two  fOTmer,  fbr  the  prodnots  of  oar  bqbL 
We  pay  for  IVench  and  English  silks  in  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco;  and  our  statistical  tabks 
show  us  that  our  exports,  in  these  artides,  to 
one  of  the  Enropean  powers,  France^  has  in- 
creased nearly  threefold  since  1824,    It  is  die 

{tart  of  a  wise  and  prudent  policy  to  keep  that 
ucrease  on  the  rise ;  and  the  donbliog  the  dis- 
criminating duties  in  favor  of  European  dlk^ 
will  oontrihvte  to  effect  that  olijject.  So  mnoli 
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for  agricaltare.  On  the  other  hand,  the  navi- 
gating interest  will  be  benefited  hy  the  same 
policy.  It  takes  bat  little  ttmnage  to  carrjr  the 
gold  and  flilver  to  Ohina,  which  brings  back, 
Bay  three  million  dollars'  worth  of  silks ;  bat  it 
would  require  at  least  80,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  freight  on  which  would  be  worth  $400,000, 
at  a  cent  and  a  half  per  pound,  to  carry  as 
much  cotton  to  France  or  EnglMid  as  would 
purchase  the  same  amount  of  silks  in  those 
countries.  Thus  the  interests  of  commerce,  of 
agricnltare,  of  the  landholder,  and  ship  owner, 
are  both  concerned  in  fostering  the  silk  trade 
with'France  and  England,  in  preference  to  that 
from  beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope ;  and 
every  interest  is  concerned  in  promoting  a 
trade  which  consumes  the  product  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  preference  to  one  that  carries  off  Its  gold 
and  sUrer. 

Vi.  WooDBTET  mo^ed  his  amendment  on 
the  suggestion  of  Hr.  Webstbb  so  as  to  make 
its  operatiim  commence  on  the  8d  day  of  June, 
1829,  and 

It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smitii,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  tlie  10th,  11th, 
12th,  and  ISth  lined  of  the  8d  section,  which 
embraced  the  duty  on  cotton  ba^ng,  for 
■which  he  gave  as  one  of  his  reasons,  the  tidl  in 
the  price  of  cotton ;  since  the  duty  had  fallen 
BO  that  it  was  felt  severely  by  the  planters. 

Ejected. 

MtBeeUanemg  ArtieU8. 

Ifr.  Taxbvxll  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  duty  on  steel,  lead,  leaden  shot,  litharge, 
orange  mineral,  and  sugar  of  lead. 

Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  had  made  the  proposition 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  single  remark  in 
opposition  to  the  duty.  All  the  lead  mines  in 
this  country,  of  any  value,  were  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  It  seemed  to  him  an  ex- 
traordinary policy  that  the  Government  should 
increase  the  duty  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
its  own  profits.  He  had  raised  the  question  in 
order  that  it  might  be  settled  whether  it  was 
proper  tiiat  the  Government  shonld  tax  the 
people  in  this  manner  for  its  own  profit. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  tiie  negative. 

Hr.  Bbxton  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
duty  on  oranges,  limes,  and  lemons,  as  he  ob- 
eerved,  to  protect  the  prodnots  of  Florida. 

Rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  amend,  by  levying  a 
duty  of  60  per  cent  ad  taloremj  on  dives, 
sweetmeats,  and  castor  oil. 

Rejected. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  ont 
the  duty  on  imported  spirits;  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  SnsBSS  moved  to  insert  a  duty  on  im- 
ported nmbrellas.  [Mr.  8.  also  presented  a 
memorial  of  manufkcturera  of  the  article,  pray- 
ing fbr  an  additional  iatj."]  The  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ul,  moved  that  the  date 


"  80th  of  June  "  be  stricken  ont,  and  the  '  1st 
of  September '  inserted,  (the  time  at  which  the 
bill  goes  into  operation  0  which  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Ur.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  a  proviso,  exempting  all 
books,  tracts,  &c.,  tor  Bible  and  other  religions 
societies,  from  the  payment  of  the  daties  on 
such  articles. 

Rejected. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  portion  of  the  8th  section, 
which  points  out  the  duty  of  the  appraisers, 
and  empowers  them  to  fix  upon  the  value  of 
importations  independently  of  the  invoices. 

On  this  motion  discussion  arose,  in  which  it 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Biokbbson,  Babnabd, 
Van  Bubxn,  and  Banfobd,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Wbbbtkr. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on 
motion'  of  Mr.  Van  Bdbbn,  the  question  was 
decided  in  tho  n^ative. 

Mr.  WooDBUET  proposed  the  following 
amendment  in  relation  to  the  duty  on  molas- 
ses :  add  at  the  end  of  8d  section  20th  line, 
the  following  words :  "  except  such  as  the  hold- 
er thereof  shall  give  sufficient  bond  shall  not 
be  distilled ;  and,  on  all  aach^  cents  per  gallon." 

Negatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  the  yeas  having 
been  ordered,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflimative 
by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Xeasrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateinan,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chase,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Hendricks,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kane,  Koight, 
McLane,  Marks,  Noble,  Ridgelf,  Rowan,  Ruggles, 
Banford,  Seymour,  Thomas,  van  Bnren,  Webster, 
Willey— 26. 

Nats. — Ifessn.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chss- 
dler,  Cobb,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
King,  UcKinley,  Uacon,  Farris,  Bobbins,  Silsbe^ 
Smith  of  Ud.,  Smith  of  S.  Carolina,  Taiewell,  Tyler, 
White,  Williams,  Woodbuty— 21. 


TuEBDAT,  May  13, 
TUIiitiff'BilL 
The  bill  making  alterations  In  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  read  a 
tliird  time,  and  on  the  question,  "Shall  the  biU 
pass? " 

Mr.  Hatnx  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  and  entered  a  solemn  protest  against  it, 
as  a  partial,  unjust,  and  unconstitutional  meas- 
ure, and  concluded  by  moving  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill;  on  which  the  qQ0»- 
tion  being  t^en  by  yeas  and  nays,  it  was  do- 
cided  in  the  negative. 

The  qnestion  then  occurring  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  the  yeas  and  n^s  having  been 
ordered^  it  was  decided  in  the  affitmaiird  hj 
the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Bei^ 
ton,  BouUgny,  Chase,  Diokerson,  Eaton,  Foo^ 
riini,  Bflndrielo.  J<riuuoa  <tf  Xy.|  Eana,  Kn* 
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UcLane,  Harks,  Noble,  Ridgelj,  Rowan,  Buggies, 
Sanford,  Seymour,  Thomas,  Van  Bureo,  Webster, 
■ffilley— 26. 

Nais. — Ueeara.  Berrien,  Branch,  Chambers,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  EUie,  Hayne,  Johnstim  of  Loiiisiana, 
King,  UcEinley,  Hacon,  Panis,  Bobbins,  SUsbee, 
Smith  of  Mairluid,  Smith  of  Sotith  Carolina,  Taxe- 
weB,  Tyler,  White,  WiiUamB,  Woodbury— 21. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  uid  retamed  to  the 
House  of  Representative  for  concurrence  in 


THTntSDi.T,  May  15. 
Preaident  Pro  Tempore. 

The  Secretary  having  given  notice  of  the  ab- 
Benee  of  the  Vice  President  from  the  Chair,  the 
Seiute  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President 
pro  tem. ;  and  a  ballot  havinff  been  taken,  Ur. 
Ua.oon  was  declared  to  have  been  elected. 

Mr.  Maoon  rose,  and  returned  thanks  to  Qie 
Senate  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him  but 
wished  to  decline  serving. 

Hr.  Tazewell  then  moved  that  Hr.  Maooh 
be  excosed  from  serving  as  Preudent  pro  tem. 
This  motion  having  been  agreed  to  another 
ballot  was  taken,  and 

Hr.  BviTH,  ofUaryland,  was  diily  elected; 
and,  having  been  conducted  to  the  Ohair,  by 
Hesns.  Macon  and  Hassison,  briefly  addressed 
tiie  Smate;  making  acknowledgments  for  the 
confidence  which  had  been  reposed  in  him,  and 
the  honor  conferred  npon  bim,  and  which  had 
been  entirely  nnexpected  on  his  part  It  was 
BO  long  since  he  had  occupied  the  Chair,  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  order  were,  per- 
haps, less  perfect  than,  from  the  length  of  bis 
sernce  in  Congress,  might  be  supposed,  and  he 
might  often  ask  for  the  aid  and  forbearance  of 
his  felloW'Senators:  bat  he  could  assure  them 
that  he  should  discharge  the  duty  ot  the  Ohair 
with  fidelity  and  impartiality. 


Fbidat,  Kay  16. 
Brevet  EtsnJe. 

The  bill  to  abollah  Brevet  rank  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  second  tune. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  the 
reasons  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  Habbibon'  replied,  and  read  a  report 
upon  the  subject.  The  number  of  Breveted 
Officers  in  our  Army  was  very  great,  so  much 
so,  that  the  system  was  conmdered  an  evil  by 
the  officers  themselves.  The  bill  would  have 
no  effect  on  officers  already  Breveted,  or  those 
who  were  now  entitled  to  Brevets.  He  oh- 
Burved,  that  the  task  which  had  berai  imposed 
on  hini  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afibirs  had  been  a  very  disagreeable  one ; 
as,  take  whatever  course  th^  might,  it  was  not 
supposed  that  tiiey  oould  give  entire  aatisfao- 
tion. 

Mr.  Websteb  s^d,  tha;t  the  subject  was  new 
him ;  and  he  thought  it  required  considera- 
As  be  understood  the  gentleman  the  IdU 
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had  the  same  effect  on  those  who  bad  served 
ten  years,  as  on  those  who  were  entitled  to  the 
Brevet  for  the  gallantry  of  their  raploits.  He 
saw  the  difficulty  of  the  subject  whicb  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  It 
might  be,  that  those  who  were  already  Breveted 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  system  should  be 
done  away.  But  what  do  those  under  them 
say  t  This  wanted  inquiry. 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


TtTBBDAT,  Hay  20. 
C?u»afeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
"Ox.  Heitdeicks  moved  to  take  np  the  bin  to 
snthoiize  the  subscription  to  stock  m  the  Ghcft- 
apeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company ;  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hendbioes,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Sontb  Carolina,  observed  that 
this  was  not  a  western  measure.  Not  one 
dollar  would  be  expended  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountuns.  So  far  from  this  being  the 
case,  by  the  express  language  of  the  bill,  the 
canal  was  to  terminate  at  Gnmberland.  This 
being  the  fact,  it  was  not  to  aigne  that 
they  were  pressing  western  measures,  la  pref- 
erence to  others,  npon  the  notice  c£  OoDgrea. 
He  ^d  not,  however,  think,  as  othne  did,  a 
long  series  of  years  would  elapse  before  it 
would  pass  the  Allegbanies.  He  beBeved  thaL 
in  a  few  years,  the  stock  of  the  com^ny  would 
become  as  valuable  as  that  of  the  £rie  Canal, 
and  that  it  would  be  snpported  by  Bubscripticms 
from  every  quarter.  It  bad  been  assmned  that 
this  measure  was  commenced  by  Congress. 
This  was  not  the  case,  as  it  had  emanated  from 
the  Legislature  of  Vir^nia,  which  passed  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  company  in  1824.  Since 
that  period  other  conflmuitory  acta  had  hem 
passed.  Hr.  H.  here  detailed  the  various  acts 
in  relation  to  Uie  olf|ect  under  conaderatioii. 
He  then  gave  a  sncdnct  histcny  of  tiie  varioos 
surveys,  and  th«r  resolta,  which  were  hi^y 
favorable  to  the  project.  He  referred  to  mb 
result  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals ;  and 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  stock  in  the 
Chesapeake  uid  Ohio  Canal  would  become  as 
valuable  as  in  those  works.  He  con^ered  it 
highly  important,  as  forming  a  Ixnid  of  mikHi 
between  the  east  and  the  west 

Hr.  Maooit  observed  that  he  had  bnt  a  few 
words  to  say  on  this  subject  He  had  said, 
some  time  since,  that  the  constitution  was 
dead  and  gone,  and  he  should  not  speak  of  the 
oonstitntionanty  of  the  measure.  He  shonld 
also  say  nothing  of  its  effect  npon  the  pnblio 
debt  because  a  public  debt  was  now  oonodoed 
a  public  bleadng.  He  looked  upon  tSus  biQ  in 
the  light  of  a  partnership  to  be  entered  into 
by  the  Government  with  a  nnmber  of  Individ.- 
nals ;  and,  said  Hr.  H^  before  I  enter  into 
partnership  vrith  a  man  I  should  like  to  know 
who  he  is,  and  what  is  his  standing.  I  should 
ask,  befbrehand,  is  he  ablet  is  he  good  at  the 
bai^tisbisrepvtatioa&ir?  But  Congress  waa 
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aboat  to  go  into  this  partnership  without  know- 
ing who  thej  are  to  be  connected  with.  He 
thought  the  oorporatiooa  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia were  now  snfBojently  taxed  without 
going  into  farther  embarramnentB.  Bat  the 
Goremment  wonld  have  to  bear  the  bnrthen, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Cumberland  road,  the  ex- 
pense CD  which  would  last  as  long  as  the 
QoTemment  itself.  He  had  offered  aresola- 
tion,  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  season,  on  the 
anl^ect  of  that  road,  bat  it  had  never  been 
reported  on.  He  wanted  to  ^  rid  of  the 
Camberland  road  altogether.  But  it  was  sud 
that  the  work  coold  not  go  on  tialess  Congress 
sabsoribed  the  million ;  so  that  it  ^peared  that 
the  whole  depends  on  getting  the  United  States 
by  the  hand.  They  had  but  a  few  days  siaoe 
passed  a  most  enormoos  tariff,  which  most  have 
some  effect  on  the  reTenoe— to  what  exteat  he 
did  not  know;  bn^  at  any  rate,  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  the  time  for  entering  Into  other  grand 
projects.  As  to  the  canal  stock  in  the  State  of 
NewTwk,  hethoo^tit  belonged  to  the  State, 
and  that  there  were  no  stockholders,  which 
made  qoite  a  different  case  from  this.  Heknew 
no  other  consideration  on  which  it  could  be 
BUppOTted,  bat  the  design  to  keep  ap  the  pnb- 
llo  debt  forever.  That  appeared  to  be  the 
object.  There  were  many  reasons  against  the 
project;  but  he  would  ouly  mention  Fennsyl- 
Tftoia  was  about  to  make  another  canal ;  Balti- 
more was  about  making  a  rulroad  which 
would  eSsct  the  same  section  of  country  through 
which  this  canal  was  to  pass;  so  that  they 
would  interfere  with  the  suDscriptions  to  stocx 
in  this  company,  and  it  would  be  a  long  time 
before  subscriptions  by  private  IndiTidoals  to 
any  great  amoant,  would  be  made. 

He  did  not  believe  in  artificial  regalations  to 
bind  together  the  different  sections  of  tiie  conn- 
try.  Thvy  most  be  bound  together  by  love. 
A  darablepublio  opinion  cannot  be  bought  The 
moment  you  cease  dealing  oat  the  price  for 
this  sentiment,  it  stops.  Good  will  and  a  fel- 
low feeling  mast  do  it.  He  was  sorry  to  per- 
ceive that  those  who  formerly  voted  with  him, 
and  were  able  to  discos^  the  snbjeot,  had,  in 
this  instanoe,  abandoned  thur  groand. 


'Wbdkxsdat,  Hay  21. 

ChMoptaJte  aad  Ohio  (kmal^ 

The  bin  was  taken  np,  to  authorize  the  sub* 
scription  to  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

The  yeas  and  naya  having  been  ordered  on 
engrossing  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  it 
vras  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 

Tub. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Batemao,  Boa- 
ligny.  Chambers,  Chase,  Eaton.  Foot,  Harrison,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana, 
Kane,  King.  Knight,  MuKinley,  HcLane,  Harks, 
Koble,  Ridgety,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
BiMwe,  Smith  of  Uarylandt  ThomasTwebster,  ^it 
ley— 29. 


Kats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch,  Chan- 
dler, Cobb,  Dickerson,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Uacon,  Farris, 
Sanford,  Smith  of  Sooth  CaroUna,  Taaewell,  Tyler, 
Yon  Bonn,  Williams,  WoodbnrT^H. 


Fbidat,  Uat  23. 

Duty  on  Wina. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imported 
wines  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole. 

Mr.  WooDBtiBT  obsored  that  he  had  made 
some  preparation  to  nve  a  fidl  view  <^  the  ben- 
efits likely  to  result  from  a  revidon  oS  the  pre^ 
ent  dnUee  on  wines,  but  this  was  not  a  period 
of  the  session  when  such  a  view  could  be  use- 
ful. The  hill  now  before  as  most  be  t^en  as  it 
is,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  resta  be  re- 
ceived without  discussion,  or  no  time  will  re- 
main for  any  change  whatever  to  be  made  hi 
the  existing  tariff.  He  would  then  merely  state 
the  material  alterations  effected  by  this  bill,and 
the  probable  effects,  from  its  passage,  on  our 
commerce  and  revenue.  It  rednced  the  duties 
on  Madeira  one-hoL^  because  it  was  now  so 
enormous  as  to  have  destroyed  a  large  portion 
of  a  valoable  commerce  with  that  island.  This 
was  fillip  dcTeloped  in  the  documents  that  had 
been  laid  on  our  tables  this  sesuon,  bat  which 
there  was  not  time  wperhaps  neces^ty  now  to 
read.  Tike  wines  of  nance  and  Germany  that 
before  p^d  the  same  duty  with  Madeira,  vera 
DOW  required  to  pa^  only  80  cents  per  gallon, 
because  the  quantity  of  that  description  im- 
ported was  small,  and  the  trade  for  them  most- 
ly a  barter  trade,  highly  advantageous  to  this 
country.  The  duty  on  claret,  in  casks,  was 
lowered  to  10  cents  per  gallon,  but  still  it  was 
OS  high,  and,  indeed,  higher,  on  the  first  cost  of 
d&ret,  than  the  duty  on  Madeira,  This  last 
wine  had  become  almost  a  necessary  of  life  in 
the  southern  part  of  our  Union,  and  an  increase 
of  the  ase  of  it,  by  a  reductiou  of  the  duty, 
would  increase  the  exchange  market  for  some  of 
our  most  valuable  staples,  such  as  cotttm,  toboo- 
0,  and  lice.  The  changes  thus  &r  cUd  not 
difibr  Tray  essential^  fiwn  those  contained  in 
the  Inn  which  passed  the  Senate  last  year.  But 
the  next,  and,  in  his  view,  one  of  the  most  im- 

Sortaint  ohai^ies,  was  in  doubling  the  present 
nty  on  non-enumerated  wines.  By  the  pres- 
ent law  It  is  16  cents  per  sallon;  last  year  13 
cents  was  proposed ;  by  the  bill  befoi'e  80 
cents  per  gallon.  These  non-ennmerated  wines 
incladed  something  like  88-40thB  of  the  whole 
importation  of  wines  into  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years.  Thns,  in  1825,  the 
whole  quantity  was  3,686,640  gulons,  of  which 
the  non-enumerated  wines  were  3,078,069  gal- 
lons; in  1826  the  whole  was  2,780,674,  andtbo 
non-enumerated  3,047,637;  and  in  1837  the 
whole  2,767,698,  and  the  non-enumerated  2,- 
048,264,  Oentlemen  will  thus  see  that  only  16 
cents  per  gallon  has  been  pidd  on  about  88-40tha 
(tf  ^  the  wine  fanported,  while,  by  the  po- 
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posed  bill,  SO  cents  per  gaUon  woald  be  paid. 
This  change  will  not  only  prevent  fraada  caus- 
ed by  bringing  in  wines  of  high  valne  at  a  low 
duty^  under  uaniefl  not  enumerated  in  the  pres- 
ent tarifi^  bnt  wiU  tend  to  eqaalize  the  duties 
mnch  nearer  than  they  now  are,  according  to 
the  first  coat  of  the  direct  kinds  of  wiD& 

He  would  say  no  more,  under  the  pressure  of 
Imsiness  now  on  our  tables,  except  to  state  that 
tlie  whole  revenae  oa  wines  would  be  increas- 
ed between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dol* 
larci  by  the  present  bill,  provided  precisely  the 
same  imptirtations  tcH3k  place  hereafter,  as  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  and  provided  the  calcu- 
lation be  made  on  the  same  quantity  of  non- 
nnmerated  wines.  The  revenue  on  wine  was 
last  year,  $711,790.  But  compute  the  duties  on 
the  same  importations  according  to  the  pro- 
posed tariff,  and  without  altering  the  quai:tity  of 
non-enumerated  wines,  and  the  revenue  would 
be  over  820,000  dollars.  But  under  this  bill, 
donbtlcEsa,  the  non-enumerated  wines  will  be 
much  less  in  quantity ;  and  yet  the  fHends  of 
this  bill  believed  the  whole  importations  would 
be  much  augmented  under  its  provisions,  and 
file  revenue  in  that  way  still  improved.  Gon- 
lidering,  then,  the  probable  benefits  to  agricul- 
ture, navigation,  and  revenue,  from  the  proposed 
changes,  and  that  it  was  now  too  late  for  any 
amendment  to  be  safely  made,  he  trusted  the  bill 
would  meet  with  little  or  no  opposition. 

Mr.  CnAKDLEB  said,  that  the  Senate  had  with- 
in a  few  days  passed  a  bill  increasing  the  duties 
on  articles  of  necessity.  As  this  was  an  article 
of  luxury,  and  was  cliie^  used  by  the  rich,  be 
was  opposed  to  taking  oa  the  duties,  either  on 
non-enumerated  or  on  any  description  of  wines. 
He  asked  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the  question  -, 
which  being  taken,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  oy  the  following  vote: 

Teas.— Uessra.  Benton,  Berrien,  Bouli^y, 
Branch,  Cbambera,  Cobb,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Har- 
rison, Ilayne,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  McLane, 
UacoD,  Ridgelj,  Robbins,  ^Isbee,  Smith  of  Uary- 
land,  TftzflB-ell,  Tyler,  Van  Burea,  Webster,  WU- 
Uams,  ■Woodbury — 26. 

Nats.  —  Messrs.  Chandler,  Chase,  Dicberson, 
Enigfat.  Marks,  NoUe,  Parris,  Boggles,  Seymour, 
^iliey— 10. 

Office  (if  Ma^.  General  and  Bretet  Seaik. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Harrison,  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  to  abolish  the  ofBoe  of  H^or  Gen- 
eral in  tlie  Army  of  the  United  States,  was  taken 
np. 

Ur.  Harbisoi7  offered  an  amendment,  in  sab- 
stance,  to  abolish  brevet  rank. 

Hr.  Webster  said  he  was  disposed  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  under  any  circumstance. 
Within  three  days  of  the  close  of  the  session,  it 
seemed  improper  to  insert  new  matter  in  a  bill 
from  the  Houses  which  they  had  not  time  to  act 
upon.  He  saw  no  difference  between  sending  a 
new  bill  to  the  House,  and  sending,  as  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  a  suljec^  which  was  en- 
tirely new  to  tb«n.  The  rule  was  adopted, 


that  no  new  bill  should  be  acted  upon  during 
this  period,  to  prevent  hurried  legislation.  Bat 
this  mode  would  be  an  evonon  of  that  rule. 
He  was  not  informed  upon  the  snttject,  and  did 
not  understand  it  snffloientiy  to  act  satisfiuitcHily 
to  himself. 

Mr.  Haeeisok  withdrew  his  motion  to 
amend. 

The  question  occurred  on  ordering  the  biH  to 
a  third  reading,  which  was  dedded  by 

Teas.— lleswrs.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Hayno,  McLane,  Macoa, 
Noble,  Parris,  Rowan,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Sonth  Car- 
olina, T&zewell,  Tyler,  Van  Baren,  WUUama,  Wood- 
bury— 20. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Baraard,  Bartim,  Ben^m,  Bate- 
man,  BouUgnj,  Chase,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  John- 
ston of  Lou.,  Knight,  HcEinley,  Maries,  IU^:flly, 
Bobbins,  Rugglea,  Seymour,  SUsbee,  Bmith  of  Mary- 
land, Thomas,  Webstet^SO. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 


Batdbdat,  Uay  24. 
On  motion  of  Vr.  Dicekbson  the  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  other  House,  relative  to  the 
printing  of  the  two  Houses,  was  considered. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  explained 
by  Mr.  DiOEBBsoN  to  be  to  economize  space  snd 
expense.  As  .the  printing  was  now  executed, 
a  whole  page  was  taken  up  in  the  title,  and 
tlie  documents  had  otherwise  much  blank 
space,  which  it  was  the  object  of  this  resolutioa 
to  save.  The  printing  of  the  yeas  and  najs  in 
small  letter,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  docu- 
ments in  consecutive  order,  would  contribute 
very  essentially  to  this  object,  etc  By  correct- 
ing this  mode  of  arrangement,  they  would  be 
rendered  more  accessible,  beudes  saving  a  con- 
siderable annual  expenditnre. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Suppremon  of  the  Slaoe  Trade. 

The  bill  for  the  mpprescdon  ai  the  dava  trada 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hatnb  remarked,  that  he  had  yesterday 
addressed  himself  to  those  gentlemen  who  had 
charge  of  this  biH,  for  information  as  to  tbs 
large  appropriation  in  the  firat  section,  of  80,000 
dollars.  That  informatitm  he  had  not  received, 
and  he  now  asked  it  ag^n. 

Mr.  EiMo  said,  that  this  sum  had  been  fixed 
upon,  after  a  full  investigation,  by  the  Gommit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  other  Homai 
On  inqoiry,  he  had  heu^,  that  the  snm  was 
mnch  lai^er  as  first  proposed;  but  that  the 
committee  had  cut  it  down;  and,  at  its  present 
amount,  was  not  sufficient  to  send  out  those 
slaves  already  in  the  country.  He  trusted  thst 
no  gentleman  would  require  an  exact  estimate 
of  the  expenses  to  occur  under  this  appropria- 
tion; because  it  could  not  bo  given,  as  they 
mast  depend  on  unforeseen  cirourastances.  The 
items  could  not  be  uiticipated,  and  the  ccnnmit- 
tee  took  the  gross  amount,  and  made  the  ap- 
,  pn^aiation  to  oover  it.  Hub  waa  thetuuTernl 
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practice,  and  was  perfeody  jmiper,  as,  if  the 
expenditare  was  over  the  amoant  given,  the 
objeotB  could  only  be  ezeonted  as  flu-  as  it 
vent;  aod  if  below,  it  would  remain  in  the 
Trensarr,  to  be  applied  to  the  next  year's  ap- 
propriation. The  monej  ooold  not  be  applied 
to  other  objects;  beoanse  proper  and  legitimate 
purposes  woald  absorb  it.  If  ^ntlemen  dislik- 
ed the  principle  on  which  this  provision  was 
made,  the  repeal  of  the  general  law  wonld  meet 
their  oltJeet.  Bat  he  uionght  this  bill  ahonld 
not  be  obstmcted.  The  providon  on  the  sec- 
ond seoUon  for  the  Maranal  of  Alabama,  was 
foanded  on  a  jnst  claim.  He  had  acted  under 
the  general  hiw,  and  be  could  not  obtain  ex- 
penses wbi<^  he  had  incurred  under  that  law, 
unless  by  the  bill.  Hehopedthatnool^eotiODto 
the  general  law  wonld  atiqi  the  progress  of  this 
measure. 

t&r.  Cdanblkb  asked  whether  a  report  had 
been  received  of  the  mode  in  which  the  expen- 
diture for  this  object  had  formerly  been  made? 

Ifr.  EiNQ'  said,  that  an  account  of  every  item 
had  been  rendered.  He  knew  that  a  certain 
sum  had  been  applied  to  the  Ooloiuzation  Society, 
which  was  considered  an  improper  apprbpriar- 
tion ;  bat  that  onght  not  to  operate  on  the  paa- 
iage  of  this  Inll. 

Mr.  HaTira  did  not  riae  to  oppose  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  but  to  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  brought  twfore 
the  Senate^  It  had  been  presented  here  with 
no  paper,  with  no  document  with  no  ntimate. 
They  had  no  evidence  to  go  upon.  This  was 
what  he  objected  to.  He  knew  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  was  not  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  which  it  was  reforrible ;  but  he 
had  endeavored,  without  much  success,  to  ob- 
tain information.  Mr.  H.  had  no  doobt  that 
the  claim  of  the  Marshal  of  Alabuna  wasa  just 
one ;  but  he  objected  altogether  to  the  method 
of  introducing  ^e  payment  of  an  individual 
claim  into  a  mil  nomuuUytDBoppress  the  dave 
trade.  This  amalgamation  <rf  otgeets  embarraas- 
•d  bim  extremely.  He  most  -vote  fbr  the  bill, 
or  he  sfaoDld  aid  to  ^prlve  the  JixeAal  of  Ala- 
bama of  a  compensation  to  wbioh  he  was  justly 
entitled.  He  repeated  his  olyection  to  this 
mode  of  legislation,  and  s^d  he  should  vote  fbr 
this  biU ;  but,  said  he,  if  I  live  to  come  back  to 
the  Senate  next  year,  I  pledge  myself  to  take 
measures  to  obtain  a  most  rigid  examination  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  expenditure  has  been 
made. 

Mr.  MiooH  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, providing  $80,000  to  restore  n^proea  to  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

JSt.  OBAMBm  said,  that  the  appnmiiiaiion 
vas  absdntely  necessary  to  carry  into  eraet  the 
olgeot  (tf  the  law.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama 
Lad  stated  ooireotiy  the  difflcol^  la  making  out 
the  estimates  for  purposes  whidi  must  be  con- 
tingent, from  their  very  nature.  It  was  not  a 
case  where  cost  and  charges  conld  be  computed 
at  tiie  otttset.  The  sum  pointed  out  by  reasonor 
ble  probability,  lud  been  flzed  i^on,  and  that 


had  been  cut  down  in  the  other  Hoos^  As  to 
the  claims  of  the  Marshal  of  Alabama,  ^e  pledge 
of  the  Government  had  been  contracted  to  pay 
the  expenses  which  he  had  incurred.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  pass. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Maoon,  it  was  rejeoteid,  and  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading; 

Miami  Canal. 

Mr.  BuQOLES  moved  that  the  Senate  take  up 
the  bill  to  aid  the  State  of  Ohio  to  make  the 
Miami  Oanal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Cobb  opposed  it,  on  the  ground  that 
there  waa  not  time  for  disonadonnpon  a  anlgect 
so  important  Congress  had  already  ^ven 
176,000  ddlars  this  year  for  roads  m  Ohio. 

Mr.  RtroeLBS  a^d,  that  the  objection  did  not 
come  with  a  good  grace,  from  the  gentleman 
from  Qeoivia,  who  had  consumed  much  time 
during  the  last  week.  He  did  not  wish  to  pn>< 
long  debate,  and  waa  wilUng  totake  tlievoteat 
once  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cobb  stdd,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  found  out  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  occupied 
much  time  during  the  week,  and  he  deserved  a 
leather  medal  for  the  discovery.  In  tlie  discus- 
sion of  the  canal  bills  he  occupied  no  more  time 
than  his  duty  made  inoumt>ent  upon  him.  If 
the  gentleman  alluded  to  the  Executive  basinesa 
of  t^e  week,  he  (Mr.  C.)  bad  certainly  not  con- 
sumed much  time  in  debate  in.  secret  session. 
He  repeated  his  objections  to  taking  iq>  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CoAKDUR  said  it  waa  too  late  to  take  np  m 
bill  of  so  much  importance,  and  which  contem- 
plated a  large  gift  of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 

Mr.  Habbison  said  that,  if  the  gentleman 
wonld  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  bill,  he 
wonld  find  that  the  gift  of  land  was  to  the 
United  StatesL^and  would  make  their  lands  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  much  more  valuable.  The 
bill  waa  wdered  to  a  third  reading,  by 

Teas. — ^Uessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bateman,  Ben- 
ton, Bouligny,  Chambera,  Chase,  Eaton,  Harrison, 
HeDdrickfl,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  UcKinlef,  Marka, 
Noble,  Bidgely,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Ragglen,  Seymour, 
Silabee,  South  of  Maryland,  Thomas,  Wille;,  WU- 
liams — 24. 

Nats.— Hessit.  Branch,  Chandler,  Cobb,  Dicker- 
son,  EIUs,  Hayne,  Kni^t,  UcLane,  Hacon,  Sanford, 
TazeweU,  Tyler,  Tan  Bnren,  Woodbury— 14. 


MosDAT,  May  26. 

Mr.  WooD&VBT  moved  that  a  message  be 
sent  to  tiie  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  to 
Inform  him  tbat  the  Senate  had  concluded  fts 
business,  and  to  asoert^n  whether  he  had  any 
further  oommunioation  to  make;  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Maoon  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  convey  tbo 
same  infiarmation;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Heasr^  Maoon  and  Woodbubt  were  then 
appointed  a  oommittee  to  Tut  upon  the  Freai- 
aeat, 

Adornment. 

A  message  was  reoeired  from  the  Honse  of 
Eepresentatives,  informing  that  they  had  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  and  Dicxbb- 
soN,  of  New  York,  as  a  Joint  Oommittee,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  irait  on  the  President 


[Mat,  1828. 

of  the  United  States,  and  infonn  him  that 
CoQgrees  was  now  read^  to  a^joonu 

The  committee  on  part  of  the  Senate 
tlien  joined  that  from  the  House,  and  waited 
on  the  President,  and,  shortly  after,  Mr.  ILloos, 
from  the  Joint  committee,  reported  that  the 
President  had  instracted  them  to  ioform  the 
Senate,  that  he  had  no  farther  communicatiou 
to  make  to  Oonereea. 

The  Senate  acyoumed^  tiM  dU, 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS.  609 

 L  ■■  ,  ...  ■■  I  ■■  -    ■■  I    I  .  I. 

Dbcbobi^  1827.]  ProcMtHnjit  m     JJohm  ^  B^rmntaibm*  [H.  or  B. 


TWEHTIETH  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


FBOGBEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.* 


MoKDAT,  December  8,  X82T. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  bj  Hatxhsw 
Sr.  Claib  Olabeb,  Clerk  of  the  Hoase,  precise- 
ly at  twelve  o'olo(i,  and  the  Roll  of  the  Hoose 
being  called  over  by  States,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  present  two  hnodred  and  seven  Mem- 
bers, oat  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  and 
two  delegates  from  Territories :  Whereupon,  the 
House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Spkaksb, 

Kr.  Spbaoije  and  Kr.  HA-nraa  b^g  named 
Tellers,  reported  the  following  as  the  result  of 
the  balloting : 

Tor  AsDBEW  STimwoH,  of  Yi^ida,  104 
For  JoHH  W.  Tatloi,  of  New  Totk,  M 
Vor  F.  F.  BAKBOint,  of  Virginia,  -  4 
Scattering  Totes^  -        -  8 

AsDBXw  SnrsNsoir,  of  Virginia,  having  re- 

o^Ted  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  number  of  Totea^ 

waa  declared  to  be  doljr  elected. 


•UBT  OFTHK  BOHSX  Or  BKPSS- 

SKNTATIVJCS. 

JfiiAuL— J<dm  Andsnoa,  Bunnsl  Batmu,  Bnftn  Ifelii- 
Ur^  JaramUl  CBrien,  Jhdm  V.  BIplcr,  Pakg  ^ngu, 
Jowph  F.  WlDgite. 

JTmp  flkmp«rM^«.— D»yid  Baikar,  Jr,  lehabod  Buttett, 
Tins  Brova,  Jo«^  Hwlqr,  JoMtkMi  Hamf,  TLoidm 

FWmn^.— Benjmmln  Bwlft,  Daniel  A.  A.  Book,  JouthSB 
Bunt,  BolUn  C.  UanAry,  Qeo^  E.  Wales. 

JfawiwIwMffi.  8»fDBd  0.  Alka,  John  Ballef,  Iiuo  0. 
Batai,  B.  W.  CrownliMhield,  John  Dtvla,  Heoir  W.  Dwlght, 

EdwsM  Krewtt,  Beqjamlii  Gortuun,  HodcM^  Joha 

IfoAe,  John  Beed,  Joaeph  Blehatdaon,  John  Tunnm. 

MMotU  /WawdL— Trlrtram  Bnigea,  Dntae  J.  Fierce. 

CbMMtiovt— John  Baldwin,  Hoyea  Barber,  Ealph  J.  In- 
(eraotl,  Orange  Menrin,  ElUha  Fhelps,  Davtd  PlaDi 

jr«io  Fori: -Daniel  D.  Bsnianl,  Oeorge  0.  Boldaii,  Bn- 
dtriph  Banner,  0.  C  Cambreleng,  Samuel  Chaae,'  Jdin  0. 
Olaifc,  John  D.  DleUnMn,  Joua  BnD,  Jr.,  Daniel  G.  Oani- 
MTiHaQiaBld  Gamnr,  Jidut  L  De  Oial(  John  HaUoeh,  Jr., 
Bolah  B.  BoHIe,  Xartin  Hottnan,  Jaramni  JOkmion,  Klehud 
K— —.Henry  M*fk«»ll.H»nryClMartlndate,DadtoyMarTln, 


On  being  conducted  to  the  Ohidr,  tiie 
Spiazib  adoressed  the  House  in  the  following 
terms: 

"  GxHTLDiKit :  In  accepdng  the  ^stingnlahed 
honor  which  you  hare  been  pleased  to  confer  npoQ 
me,  I  am  penetrated  with  feelings  of  profound  re- 
spect, and  the  deepest  gratitude,  and  I  receive  It 
as  the  most  flattering  testimony  of  tout  confidence 
and  &Tor.  The  office  of  Speaker  of  this  House  lua 
been  justly  considered  one  of  high  and  exalted  char- 
acter^^rdnoos,  In  relation  to  the  abilities  necessary 
to  its  ezeention,  and  severely  responsible  and  labor' 
ions.  Its  honor  is  to  be  measnied  by  no  ordinary 
standard  of  value.  The  individual,  therefore,  who 
shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  reputation,  and  the 
ai^rantage  of  the  House,  must  be  distinguished  alilce 
by  knowledge.  Integrity,  and  diligence ;  he  shouM 
possess  an  imparliuty  which  secures  confidence; 
a  dignity  that  commands  respect ;  and  a  temper  and 
aflkbiUty  dMt  disarms  contention.  From  his  general 
charaeter  and  penonal  qualities;  be  must  derive  a 


Jidin  Hagae^  John  Ui^Dard,  Thomas  J.  OaUeji  8.yaa  B«bs> 
ssfawt^  KsBiy  K  Bt(Mi%  Jsbms  Btnng,  Jdm  0.  Btswe, 
J<Aii  W.  TaytoE,  FUneaa  L.  Viuj,  Oidlaa  0.  TeipliBdb 
AanaWaid,  John  J.  Wood,  Bllaa  Wood,  Darld  Woodoook, 
Bllaa  Wifsht,  Ir. 

ITne  ■Arwy.—Lewla  Condi ct,  Osnge  Holcombe,  Ihum 
Plenoa,  Samael  Swan,  Hedgo  Tbompoon,  XboMSsr  IMcsr. 

Delaware,— Kensor  Johna,  Jr. 

Peftneylminta.— WlUIam  Addaraa,  Samod  Andenoo,  8t«- 
phea  Barlow,  James  Bodianan,  Ktdurd  Gon1t«r.  Channoey 
Forward,  Joseph  Prey,  Jr.,  Innea  Green,  Bamnel  D.  iDghatn, 
George  Kremer,  Adam  King,  Joaeph  lAwrenee,  Dnilel  H. 
Miller,  Charles  Minor,  John  Mitohell,  Samael  McKaan, 
Robert  Oir,  Jr.,  mUiam  Xsnsey,  J<rim  Bergeant,  James 
Stephenaoa,  John  B.  Btertgore,  Andrew  Btewar^  Joel  B. 
Sutherland,  Eepy  Tau  Home,  James  Wilson,  Oeoi^  Wolf, 

JfofylOfldl.— John  Bamejr,  Clement  Dorsey,  Lerln  Oslo^ 
John  Leeds  Kerr,  Fetor  UUlt,  Hlehael  G.  Sprlgg.  6.  (X  Worttr 
IngtoB,  John  0.  Weema,  E^uaim  K,  'Wilson. 

Flrvtater-Bohart  AUen,  Haik  Alexander,  William  B, 
Anher,  WHUam  AnnstroBg,  John  B.  Barboor,  PhlUp  P. 
BaAonr,  BnrwoU  Basset^  ThMHsNowtim,  John  Bandolpb^ 
WHUam  0.  Slraa,  John  Boano,  Hath.  H.  CUbome,  Thomaa 
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power  that  will  gire  foroe  to  hU  interpositionfl,  and 
procure  respect  for  hia  deciaioas.  He  mast  con- 
dilate  the  esteem  of  the  flnlightened  bod;  over 
whom  b»prendes. 

*"rhe8e,  geatlemen,  are  some  of  the  leadiog 
qoalifications  necessary  for  this  arduous  staUon.  I 
certainly  do  not  possess  them.  I  know  own  in- 
ability too  well  to  believe  that  t  shall  be  enabled  to 
mnt  the  expectations  of  my  fHends,  or  discharve 
the  Ugh  trust  reposed  in  me,  fa  a  manner  suitable 
to  ita  dlKDlty  and  importauoe.  Bringing  with  me 
bat  Bttle  Knowledge  or  ezperienoe,  I  shall,  no  doabt, 
often  err,  and  stand  in  need  of  your  utmost  forbear- 
ance. Z<et  me  hope,  on  such  ocoasiona,  you  win  scan 
my  conduct  with  candor  and  liberality,  and  extend 
towards  me  the  same  kind  indulffeoce  vbich  haa 
heret^ore  diaraoterized  yoor  condoct  to  the  Chur. 
AH  that  I  can  promise,  wUl  be  a  derotion  of  my 
thne  to  yonr  serrice,  and  an  independent  discluM^e 
of  my  duties  in  a  plain  and  manly  way.  U y  grati- 
tude for  a  distinction  so  Uttle  merited,  shall  stimu- 
late me  to  Bupi^y,  by  diligence  and  application,  what 
I  want  In  knowledge  and  ability ;  and,  howoTcr  I 
may  fail  in  other  respects,  I  shall  endeavor,  at  least, 
to  mtitte  myseirto  the  aatRragei  of  Mat  and  Impar- 
tialttr. 

*'X  need  not  admonish  yon,  gentlemen,  of  the 
nagnitude  of  your  trust,  nor  say  any  thing  an  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  discharged.  We 
must  all  be  sensible,  that,  in  the  deliberations  and 
proceedings  of  this  House,  the  character  and  per- 
manent interests  of  our  common  country  are  deep^ 
biToived.  It  was  in  the  organfaitlon  and  parity  <n 
ddi  Imuioh  of  the  Katfonal  OOTenment,  (endeued 
to  theb  warmest  affisctions,)  that  our  fathers  believed 
tbey  had  {vovlded  the  best  security  for  the  prinoi- 
free  Government,  and  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people.  Virtuous,  enlightened,  and  pa- 
tiiotio.  this  House  may  Justly  be  r^arded  as  the 
tftadel  of  American  liberty. 

**  Anfanated,  then,  by  a  vlrtnoni  and  eiiH^iteiied 
seal,  let  us  endeavor  to  realize  the  just  expectations 
of  our  constituents;  and  let  our  proceedings  be 
characterised  by  a  cool  and  deliberate  exertion  of 
the  t^ttta,  fortitude,  and  patriotism  of  the  House, 
as  Uie  surest  and  best  means  of  austduing  the  hoo<», 
and  fvcmoting  the  wel&re  and  happfueas  of  onr  be- 
loved  country. 


Davenport;  John  Flvjrd,  Iswo  Ltflkr,  Lswto  Ibzwsll, 
CbadM  F.  Ueraer,  millam  MeCojr,  Aleunder  Bmytb,  An- 
drew Staveiisoii,  John  TtlUBferro,  JamM  TruvNit, 

y»r1k  CbroMM.— WUUi  Alston,  Dsntel  L.  Barrtaiger,  John 
H.  Brjaa,  Samuel  P.  Canon,  Henrj  W.  Conner,  John  Cnl- 
pq>per,  Thocnas  Hnll,  Oabrlel  Holmoi,  John  Long,  L«iansl 
Bawfer,  A.  E.  Shepherd,  Daniel  Tomer,  Lewto  WllUama. 

SotA  OarcUttc—JiAa  Garter,  Wamn  B.  Davta,  WUUsm 
JhartoB,  Jamss  HsmlKoa,  Jr.,  OeoifB  HeDaffle,  WDUaia  D. 
XsrllB,  TlnmHa  B.  UtAeU,  millam  T.  Bnekolls,  8tariln( 
TnskA 

0«»V<a.— John  Floyd,  Tomllnson  Fort,  Clutriea  S. 
Hi^M,  Q«o.  E,  OUmer,  Wliaon  lanikln,  ITlley  niompara, 
[Ob*  vacanoy.] 

Xsniveiy.— Blebaid  A.  Baekasr,  Jamas  Clark,  Henry 
Danid,  Joa^  LMonvta,  Bobert  P.  LMktr,  (adtte&daa 
X^ea,  TbMMM  Heteslfc,  Bobnt  MbHbHob,  Thomis  P. 
Jtoon,  Oirisa  A.  VUklUK  J6dTaDear.-p)aa  vaauv.] 

nMuaaeo.— John  Bell,  JohaBUr,  David  CroAatt,  Bobart 
JliAa,  Jseob  a  laasdES,  Pryw  Lsa,  Jelm  H.  Xinible,  Jsass 
a  MUAaU,  JamM  K.  £^ 


The  oath  to  support  the  Oonstitiitirai  of  ths 
United  States  wu  then  administeured  by  Mir. 
Nbwion,  (the  father  of  the  Honse,)  to  th« 
SpBAKiB,  and  then  by  tbe  Sraaxxs,  sooceanve- 
ly  to  all  the  MBmbera  fhm  the  sbtwiI  Statei, 

On  motion,  it  was 

Beaolved,  tumnimoudy,  Hat  If  atthtw  Si.  Cua 
CuaKX,  QeriE  to  the  late  House  of  BepresenUtivM; 
be  appMnted  CStik  to  this  House :  and  that  Jon 
Oswald  Dojfir  be  appointed  SergeaoVatams  to 
this  Honse ;  that  BnUAinx  Bdbch  be  a^oinlsd 
prindpal  Dooi^per,  and  Omnm  Cau,  Smiittilt 
Doorkeeper  to  the  aame. 

A  message  was  reedved  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  LowBO,  tbetr  Secretary,  aoqoainting  the 
Honse  that  a  qatmim  had  been  formed,  and 
that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  proceed  to  bos- 
nees. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  ccnastiiig 
of  MeasrsL  Yas  RsNaflKLAEB  and  Etxbstt,  to 
join  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
Preadent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  qoomms  of  the  two  Houses  have  aasem- 
bled,  and  that  Oongrees  are  ready  to  leoan 
any  oommnnioattons  he  may  be  ptoaied  ti 
make. 

The  daily  hoar  to  wfaioh  ttie  Houe  didl 
■tand  a^jonmed,  was  fixed  at  twelve  o*okw^  H. 


TmoAT,  DeoembflT  4>. 
Mr.  Vav  BnneKLAiK,  from  the  oommttoi 

appointed  to  wut  on  the  President  of  the  Umt- 
ed  States,  reported  that  they  bad  perfonned 
that  dnty,  and  had  receiTed  for  answer  tint 
the  Prerident  would  make  a  oommanicatioD  to 
them,  In  writing,  at  twelve  o^cloek  this  day. 

Mr.  John  Aoakb,  the  Private  Secretary  orthe 
President  of  the  United  States,  soon  after  eamt 
in  with  the  Mess^e.  (See  Senate  Proceed- 
ings, page  46T.}  The  Message  was  read,  ud 
rraerred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  od  tl» 
state  of  the  Union.     6,000  extra  oopw 


OMol  — VordMai  'Bartley,  Philemon  Beeebu,  VSBm 
Oref^tea,  ft-.,  John  Davenport,  Jamas  Flafflar,  waUm 
llcLeaa,  WiHIam  ftmOi,  Jofcn  BKwbo,  WDltan  Mnbcir 
Joo^  Ta&o^  Samuel  F.  TinttMi,  EUaha  WhItUaHr,  Jdi 
Wood*,  John  a  Wright 

ZovMcHMi.— WUUam  L.  Brent,  Henry  H-  Ou1«r,  Ed««4 
livingitoB. 

iiuHaiia.—Thonss  H.  Blake,  Joaathsa  Joanlit^  Ollm  B- 
Smith. 

jflMM^^iniltam  HaU. 
ItttmaU.  Joaeph  PaaaaB. 

AbtftoM-Oabriel  P.  Vaon,  Jokn  ICeKaa,  Omp  % 

Ow«L 

JnMMrl--Edwmd  BslM. 


DELBOATE& 


Arkanmt  TkfrMory-— [Tacnat] 
MUUffom  nrrtfory.— Aaslln  K  Wa^ 
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thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  Me 
of  theHoose. 


Wbdnisdat,  December  5. 
The  laU  Mr.  7<ning. 
Ut.  WioEuvn  roie^  and  addrMsed  the  Ofaur 
Bt  follows : 

Ur,  SPE1.KEB :  I  have  risen  to  propose  the 
reaoIntioD  which  I  hold  in  my  band,  as  a  tesU- 
moof  of  respect  dne  to  my  deceased  fiieiid  and 
oolleagae.  It  may  be  expected  of  me  that  I 
ahoald  say  something  in  referenoe  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  man  for  whose  memory  I  ask  of 
this  House  an  expreBsion  of  their  respect.  To 
those  with  whom  he  was  associated  for  the  last 
two  yearSf  as  a  member  of  Congress,  no  com- 
mendatton  from  me  can  be  necessary.  It 
was  in  the  walks  of  private  life  I  have  known 
him  longest  and  best,  and  it  was  there  his 
Tirtnes  and  usefulness  were  most  oonspicsoua. 
I  move  yon  that  the  Honse  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resoWion. 

j£r.  W.  then  presented  a  resolution  for  wear- 
ing the  moaming  nsnal  on  such  occauons,  in 
testimony  of  r^ect  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  William  S.  Tonng ;  which  was  nnanimona- 
ly  aipmd  to. 

TsTTTBSDAT,  Dooember  18. 
Sank  <if  tA0  Crme«Z  Slaitt, 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babbovb  sabndtted  the  foUoving 

resolution : 

AcM^wd,  Thst  the  Committee  ofWa^sudHeaos 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpecuency  of  pro- 
Tiding  by  lav  for  the  sale  of  that  porUoQ  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  irhlch  is  held 
by  the  GovernmeDt  of  the  Uidted  States,  and  the 
applications  of  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt. 

In  offering  this  resolation,  Mr.  B.  sud,  he 
wished  to  accompany  it  with  a  few  remarks, 
not  with  any  intention  of  now  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  measure  it  proposed,  but  chiefly 
with  the  view  of  drawing  to  it  the  attention 
of  the  Honse,  and  especially  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Keans,  to  which  Uie  resolotion 
most  be  referred.  The  Honse  were  aware  that 
the  Goveroment  holds  at  this  time  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  sev- 
en millions  of  dollars,  which  stock  was  at  present 
worth  in  market  about  23(  per  cent  advance 
above  its  par  value.  If  the  whole  of  this  stock 
should  now  be  sold  by  the  Gkivemment,  it  would 
net  a  profit  of  one  million  and  six  hnndred 
thousand  dollars  above  the  nominal  amount  of 
the  stock.  Such  being  the  case,  he  thought 
it  deserved  the  serious  consideration  of  tbe 
House,  whether  it  would  not  be  a  prudent  and 
proper  measure  now  to  sell  out  that  stock.  It 
had  been  sud,  Mr.  B.  observed,  by  one  of  the 
best  writers  on  political  economy  with  whom 
he  wu  acOTUdnted,  that  the  pecuniary  affairs 
of  nrtkmi  OOTO  »  dose  analogy  to  those  of 


private  honseholds— in  both,  their  prosperity 
mainly  depended  on  a  vif^latlt  and  effective 
management  of  their  resources.  There  is,  sud 
Mr.  B,,  'an  amount  of  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  millions  of  tbe  stock  of  the  United 
States  now  redeemable,  and  an  amount  of  nina 
millions  more,  whidi  will  be  redeemable  next 
year.  If  the  interest  pud  by  the  United  States 
on  this  debt  Is  compared  with  the  dividend  it 
r«ceivea  on  Its  stock  m  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  be  fotmd  that  a  small  advanta^ 
would  be  gained  by  the  sale  of  the  latter  m 
this  respect ;  since  tiie  dividends  on  bank  stock 
are  received  semi-annnally,  while  the  Interest 
on  United  States  secnrities  is  paid  quarterly ; 
this,  however,  he  waived  as  a  matter  of  com- 
paratively email  moment.  It  must  be  obvious, 
he  said,  that  the  addition  of  one  million 
hundred  thousand  doUars  to  the  available  funds 
of  the  United  States-  will  produce  the  extin- 
guishment of  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  publio 
debt,  and  consequently  relieve  the  interest  pay- 
able thereon,  by  whidi  a  saving  would  acome 
of  abont  one  htmdred  thousand  d<dlars  per 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Thdbbdat,  DeeembttT  SO. 

Bank  <tf  th»  United  State$. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbodb,  of  Virginia,  moved  the 
consideration  of  tbe  following  resolution,  offer- 
ed by  him  some  days  since,  and  now  lying  on 
the  table: 

"Rnohed,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  be  Instnioted  to  Inqnlve  Into  the  expedieni^ 
of  i»«viding  by  law  for  tbe  sale  of  that  porUoa  ot 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  whieb  li 
held  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  application  of  tbe  proceeds  thereof  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt." 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Babbodb  said,  that,  at  the  time  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  presenting  this  resolution  to 
the  House,  he  had  accompanied  it  by  some 
general  remarks,  intended  only  to  convey  an 
outline  of  those  views  in  which  the  resolution 
was  founded.  Having  since  understood  that 
it  was  desired,  by  many  goitiemeii,  tiiat  the 
policy  of  the  measure  it  recommended  should 
be  discussed  without  delay,  and  presuming  tiist 
the  opinion  which  the  Honse  mi^t  express  at 
this  stage  of  its  oonnderation,  was  to  be  re- 
ceived as  deddve  of  its  future  destiny,  it  waa 
his  purpose  now  to  go  somewhat  more  at  large 
into  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
offer  this  proposition  for  conrnderatiim.  But 
before  he  presented  these  views,  be  would  take 
leave  to  make  one  or  two  paissing  remarks, 
which  lie  owed  in  jnstice  to  himself.  He  haa 
hewd  it  pretty  dearly  intimated,  since  the 
presentation  of  this  resolution — ^nay,  he  had 
seen  it  so  intimated — that  this  might  possibly 
he  what  was  denominated  a  measure  of  tlM 
oppoeitim  la  fliia  Honsew    Stme  arnHgv* 
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voices  had  readied  his  ear,  wblch  seemed  to 
imply  that,  in  VHn^i^  forward  this  propou- 
tioo,  he  had  been  mflnenoed  hj  some  motive, 
and  had  cherished  some  purpose,  other  than 
those  which  had  been  avowed ;  and  that  the 
measure  he  advocated,  was  itself  the  result  of 
concert,  and  of  an  understanding  among  those 
who  were  denominated  the  opposition  mem- 
bers. It  was  but  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to 
himself  to  declare,  that,  while  on  everj  proper 
occasion,  in  relation  to  measures  which  might 
be  viewed  as  affecting  what  were  called  party 
polities,  he  should  0]>enl7,  frankly,  and  fear- 
usaly,  express  the  opiiUoDs  wMoh  he  really 
entertuned,  and  should,  as  (^lenly,  as  frankly, 
and  as  fearlessly,  purrae  his  convictions,  whether 
they  did  or  aid  not  coincide  with  those  of 
others.  It  never  had  been  a  part  of  his  char- 
acter, or  his  course,  and  it  never  should  be,  to 
^preach  any  object  he  had  in  view  by  in- 
direction ;  IdB  motives  he  would  openly  avow ; 
^e  opinions  he  held  he  would  frankly  express ; 
what  he  did  he  would  ever  do  iu  open  day ; 
he  trusted  he  never  should  learn,  as  he  had 
not  hitherto  learned,  the  by-paths  of  eitiier 
moral  or  political  obliqnfty.  He  disdained  to 
be  influenced  by  consider^ons  which  be  was 
ashamed  to  avow.  He  despised  the  idea  of 
getting  at  the  object  he  might  have  in  view,  in 
any  way  but  by  meeting  it  in  the  face,  and 
stating  nis  opinions  or  his  purpose  just  as  it 
really  was.  Under  the  influence  of  such  feel- 
ings, he  now  utterly  and  podtively  discltdmed 
any  such  motive,  purpose,  concert,  or  under- 
staadiDjg,  as  that  which  had  been  attributed  to 
him.  80  far  was  he  from  this,  that,  as  far  as 
he  had  received  any  intimation  of  the  opinion 
of  those  gentlemen,  with  whose  general  politi- 
cal principles  he  agreed,  as  to  the  proposition 
he  was  about  to  offer,  he  knew  that  some  of 
them  were  <^n>osed  to  it.  It  was  no  more 
than  Jnstioe  to  nimsdf  to  say,  that  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  resolntion,  be  it  right  or 
wrong,  whether  salutary  or  pemiiuons  in  its 
tendency,  was  the  ofi^pring  of  his  own  mind. 
He  had  not  mentioned  it  to  more,  in  all,  than 
half  a  dozen  of  his  friends,  and  out  of  this 
number  two  disapproved  of  it. 

We  shall  have  fallen  on  evU  times,  indeed, 
said  Mr.  B.,  if  a  member  of  this  House  might 
not  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  rise  in  nis 
place,  and  offer  for  consideration  a  measure 
which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  public  weal, 
wit^iOQt  having  all  that  he  said  and  did  im- 
pated  to  some  hidden  motive,  and  referred  to 
some  aeeret  purpose  which  was  never  presents 
ed  to  the  pnblio  eye.  He  amln  solemnly  dis- 
claimed all  such  motives,  and  every  such  pur- 
pose. To  what  he  had  already  said,  he  would 
go  so  for  as  to  add,  that,  even  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  thore  was  an  allusion  to  tiie  very 
subject  which  he  had  brought  forward. 

It  will  not  be  denied  by  me,  said  Mr.  B., 
that  a  state  of  circumstances  might  be  con- 
ceived to  ezist^  -in  which  an  attempt  to  sell  this 
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amount  of  United  States  bank  stock  would  be 
productive  of  very  considerable  depre^on  of 
its  market  price.  But  the  question  now  to  be 
considered  by  the  House  is  not  what  miefat 
happen  under  a  given  posture  of  conceivable 
circumstances,  but  what  is  likely  to  lumpen  in 
the  actually  existing  state  of  things,  lue  only 
ground  of  such  depression,  if  any,  mnst  be  the 
krge  increase  of  supply,  while  the  same  de- 
m^d,  and  no  more,  oontinnes  to  exist.  Such 
a  state  of  things  would  impinge  upon  the  gen- 
eral prindtple  I  first  stated,  by  alt«ing  the 
propwtion  between  demand  and  supply.  Bat 
no  such  state  of  things  will  exist  soould  fta 

E resent  proposition  prevail;  for  there  is,  and 
as  been,  for  these  three  years  past,  a  diminish- 
ed quantity  of  Government  stock  to  be  sold, 
and  an  increased  amoant  of  means  to  buy  it^ 
both  occasioned  by  one  and  the  same  cause, 
namely :  the  paying  off  of  large  portions  (rf* 
the  pnblic  debt  by  the  redemption  of  United 
States  stock. 

During  the  yeu- 1826,  we  paid  of  the  prind- 
pal  of  the  public  debt  more  than  seven  and  a 
h^  millions ;  in  1826,  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions ;  and  daring  the  present  year,  183T,  we 
shall  have  pidd  more  than  dx  and  a  half  nul- 
Konsmore:  makiDg  in  all  an  amonnt  of  twenty- 
one  and  abont  a  quarter  millions.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  however,  informs  us  in 
his  report,  that  five  millions  of  this  debt  has 
been  paid  by  the  issue  of  a  new  stock.  It  will 
therefore  he  proper  to  deduct  this;  and  the 
result  will  be,  that,  in  these  three  years,  there 
have  been  actually  paid  off  more  than  sixteen 
millions  of  the  public  debt.  To  this  let  me 
add,  that,  according  to  the  statements  relative 
to  the  sinking  fand,  mi  the  present  conditaim 
of  the  funded  debt,  there  wQl  be  paid,  in  the 
year  1828,  seven  millions  more;  and  id  the 
years  1829  and  1830,  an  amount  even  beymd 
this,  (being  enlarged  by  the  increased  activity  of 
the  rinking  fund,  from  the  ctrcomstanoe  of  a 
large  amount  now  devoted  to  interest  becoming 
applicable  to  the  principal  of  the  debt.)  Reck- 
oning, then,  that,  during  the  years  1825, 
and  %  sixteen  millions  have  been  paid,  aoo 
that,  in  1827,  ^8,  and  '9,  twenty-one  mulions 
more  will  have  been  paid,  here  will  have  been 
an  amount  of  thirty-seven  millions  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  States  pud  off  in  six 
years. 

Have  a;iy  violent  shocks  been  produced  by 
this  operation  ?  Has  any  derangement  result- 
ed in  the  financial  arraogements  of  the  conn- 
try  f  Has  United  States  stock  fallen?  I  ap- 

Erehend  not.  And  why?  For  the  reason  I 
ave  stated,  and  which  X  now  ^ply  to  the 
propomtion  before  na,  and  from  which  very 
eicteoslve  consequences  necessarily  follow,  going 
to  ^ow  that  the  effect  of  the  payment  of  very 
lat^  amounts  of  the  public  debt  is  not  to 
diminish,  but  to  increase,  the  price  of  the  resi- 
due. "When,  in  the  British  Government,  their 
sinking  fund  was  established,  in  the  year  176&, 
it  was  held  necessary  to  fix  a  maximum  for  ita 
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operaUoo,  lest  too  great  an  amount  of  monej 
Bnonid  thereby  be  thrown  into  the  market. 
It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  show  Hbat^  with  ns 
as  with  them,  the  effect  of  paying  off  the  debt 
produces  an  abundance  of  money,  and  therein 
an  abundance  of  the  means  of  purchasing  the 
bank  stock  which  the  same  operation  has 
thrown  into  the  market.  While  the  former 
owners  of  the  pnblic  stock  have  in  their  hands 
money  which  seeks  investment,  the  sale  of  the 
bank  stock  will  famish  an  admirable  mode  by 
wliich  this  may  be  accomplished.  Applying 
the  principle  with  which  he  set  out,  Mr.  B.  re- 
marked that  it  would  be  apparent  that,  if  any 
depression  was  to  result,  it  would  Ttt&iee  be 

Erodaced  by  paying  the  debt  in  money  than 
y  exohan^ng  It  for  bank  stock.  By  redoMn- 
ing  the  national  stock,  money,  which  was  be- 
fore safely  invested,  is  thrown  into  the  market, 
and  naturally  seeks  some  new  employment. 
Now,  I  propose,  said  Mr.  B.,  while  this  is  done, 
to  carry  into  the  market  an  equal  amount  of 
stock  in  which  tliat  money  may  be  invested 
again.  Bo  gentlemen  apprehend  a  depression 
in  the  price  of  stock  f  Why  ?  Because,  say 
they,  there  will  be  too  large  an  amount  of  it 
for  the  money  which  is  prepared  to  be  in- 
vested in  it.  Bat  my  proposition,  to  its  whole 
extent,  goes  to  pay  off  so  much  of  the  public 
debt,  and  thereby  to  furnish  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing— in  addition  to  which,  seven  millions 
more  will  be  derived  next  year  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sinking  fund.  The  conclunon,  from 
a  view  of  these  facts,  would  seem  to  me  to  be, 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  a  depression 
can  be  produced  in  the  price  of  bank  stock  by 
an  operation  which,  while  it  exposes  that  stock 
to  sale,  supplies,  at  the  same  time,  the  means 
and  the  inducements  for  purchasing  it. 

Mr.  BAK:!rBT  next  rose.  He  sai^  when  It  is 
recollected  that  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
si  deration  affects  an  institution,  whose  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions  of  doDars  is  used  as 
A  cironlatinff  medium  among  the  respective 
States,  and  between  these  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  it  cannot  create  surprise  that 
a  universal  panic  should  pervade  our  commer- 
cial cities ;  for,  until  this  question  Is  decided, 
TTnited  States  bank  stock  is  valueless  as  a  means 
of  remittance,  more  especially  to  Great  Britain, 
where,  as  exchange  fluctuates,  large  portions 
of  it  are  frequently  transferred.  The  argu- 
ment, based  on  the  supposed  profit  to  be  real- 
ized from  this  sale,  will  be  found  to  resemble 
statues  of  marble  resting  on  pedestals  of  ice — 
the  moment  it  is  ascertained  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  dissolved  its  connection  with  this 
national  institution,  by  the  transfer  of  ite  stock, 
it  is  perfectly  immaterial  what  unonnt  of  capi- 
tal may  be  set  afloat  by  the  extiaotioa  of  the 

Enblic  debt — ^that  confidence  which  we  sliall 
ave  withdrawn  from  it,  wilt  pervade  all 
money  lenders,  and,  before  a  sale  of  one  share 
can  be  effected,  the  market  price  will  fall  to 
par.  The  honorable  mover  of  this  resolution 
frankly  avowi^  that  he  was  wiginally  opposed 
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to  the  charter;  and  that  h^  still  continues 
hostile  to  its  renewal:  if  his  pnmoaition 'is 
adopted,  will  it  not  be  fairly  inferreo,  tiiat  the 
policy  which  dictated  the  sale  of  the  stock,  is 
to  be  maintained  by  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter,  and,  consequently,  the  value  which  the 
stock  in  the  market  derived  from  an  impression 
that  the  Govemraent,  having  an  interest  in  its 
prosperity,  will  be  fevorable  to  a  prolongation 
of  its  existence,  ceases-  the  moment  that  sale  is 
decided  on.  It  is  asserted  that,  at  the  pres- 
ent  selling  price  of  stocks,  money  really  pro- 
duces but  8^  per  cent,  per  annum ;  admit  this 
position,  and  then  United  States  bank  stock, 
producing  6  per  cent,  on  its  cost  of  $100,  oneht 
not  to  be  sold  nnder  $180  per  share.  Mr.  B.*s 
Impressions  were,  that  as  it  is  desirable  to  pay 
of^  forthwith,  the  loans  paying  6  per  cent, 
interest,  the  amount,  oonsequeuUy,  can  readily 
be  obt^ned  at  4^  per  cent  As  the  bank 
divides  six  per  cent.,  a  sale  of  its  stock  under 
$188^  per  share,  would  be  so  much  lost  in  its 
real  value.  Mr.  B.  here  asked  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  nation  required  any  extraordinary  effort 
to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  the  amount  of 
which  was  nominally  6T  millions,  in  reality  but 
47?  Tot  this  identical  7  millions  of  bank 
stock,  which  we  hold  in  exchange  for  7  mil- 
lions 6  per  cents  issued  to  the  bank,  is  a  set  off 
against  that  portion  of  the  debt.  And  18  ndl- 
lions  8  per  cents,  (which  nnder  no  circum- 
stances, was  it  probable  the  Ghovemment  would 
pay  off,  while  a  single  internal  improvement 
remained  unexecuted,  or  any  taxes  were  levied 
upon  the  people,)  there  renudns  hot  47  millions 
to  be  discharged,  which,  by  the  regular  opera- 
tion of  the  sinking  fund,  would  be  extinguish- 
ed in  less  than  seven  years ;  and,  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  the  creditors  of  the  nation,  or  to  the 
nation  itself^  that  it  should  be  paid  off  more 
rapidly. 

Mr.  McDnmx,  Obairman  of  the  Oommitteo 
of  Ways  and  Means,  expressed  his  thanks  to 
the  gentleman  from  viivmia  for  his  fairness,  in 
proposing  this  modifioBtfon.  He  tiiought  witih 
the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  that  it 
was  important  the  miestion  should  be  decided 
on  its  merits,  and  ul-iroportant  that  it  should 
be  decided  aa  soon  as  possible.  He  thought 
that,  in  a  fiscal  view  of  the  question,  the-  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  in  laying  down  his  prem- 
tses,  had  overlooked  the  well-established  prin- 
ciple that,  even  tu  individual  competition, 
where  a  market  is  more  than  supplied  with 
any  given  commodity,  the  price  of  that  com- 
modity always  falls  in  proportion  to  the  excgss 
of. the  supply.  He  had  clearly  shown  that 
there  existed  a  surplus  capital  in  tiie  United 
States,  from  the  Gov^ment  having  pud  off 
^teen  millions  of  tiia  public  debt  This  very 
surplus  of  money  in  market,  Mr.  MoD.  argued, 
entered  into  the  price  of  the  stock.  on  tiie 
contrary,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  cash  in  the 
market,  the  stock  wonld  not  bring  its  par  value. 
As  to  the  fact  demonstrated  by  the  gentleman's 
calculations,  that  the  real  value  of  money  in 
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the  United  States  is  at  present  not  more  than 
titree  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  it  had  no  beuing 
at  idl  on  the  present  question.  Whenerer  the 
Oovemment  comes  into  the  market,  all  the 
principles  resalting  from  the  relative  state  of 
demand  and  supply,  operate  with  ten  fold 
power.  The  GovernmeDt  is  a  mammoth  seller 
or  a  mammoth  bayer.  When  the  Govemment 
comes  into  the  market  as  a  bnyer,  it  ruses  the 
price  of  stock  beyond  all  proportion^  a^  when 
it  comes  in  as  a  seller  it  depresses  it  beyond 

Sroportion.  It  was  upon  this  principle,  that 
[longh  money  be  actually  worth,  as  the  gen- 
tleman Bi^s,  only  three  and  a  half  per  cent, 
the  Gorenunent  when  it  passed  a  law  to  ex- 
change its  nx  per  cent  stock  for  a  etook  vi  five 
per  cent.,  irreaeemable  at  a  later  period,  could 
not  ^t  it ;  whilst,  if  the  Goremineut  were  to 
go  mto  market  and  borrow,  to-morrow,  the 
whole  sixteen  milUons  it  has  paid  o^  the  stock 
it  woold  Issue,  would,  in  two  days'  time,  be  at 
dffht  or  ten  per  cent,  advance. 

Mr.  UoD.  Bud  that  it  was,  therefore,  always 
to  be  regretted  that  Govermnent  should  come 
Into  market,  because  its  presence  there  invol- 
nntarily  produced  a  great  effiwt  upon  the  mar- 
ket in  eveiy  way. 

Kr.  l£oD.  then  made  aoma  Btatemonta  to 
■how  that  refined  arithmetical  calonlations 
vere  not  proper  data  in  all  oases  to  l^date 
vptm.  He  preanmed  that  it  would  be  admitted 
•a  a  general  proposition,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  certainly  worth 
as  much  to  Government  as  it  is  to  individuals. 
To  the  latter,  its  valae,  regulated  upon  prin- 
ciples which  cannot  err,  is  now  twenty-three 
per  cent  above  par.  If  it  is  of  that  value  to 
individuals,  it  is,  upon  the  same  principle,  of 
the  same  valne  to  Government  Why  ?  The 
Government  receives  six  per  cent  interest  upon 
the  stock  in  the  bank,  whilst  it  pays  only  five 
per  cent  on  the  same  amount  of  its  own  stock. 
The  difference,  therefore^  is  one  per  oent,  or, 
on  the  whole  amoont  of  its  interest  in  the  baidE, 
seventy  thousand  dollars  per  annum  clear  profit, 
besides  its  interest  in  the  balance,  whitm  the 
bank  always  reserves  to  meet  contingencies. 
It,  then,  yon  sell  your  stock  in  the  bank,  sup- 
poring  yon  can  sell  it  at  the  present  market 
price,  yon  make  according  to  tne  gentleman's 
icaloulation,  a  present  gain  of  one  million  aiz 
hundred  thonsand  dollars,  whilst  you  annihi- 
late a  capital,  which  will  produce  to  the  end  of 
time,  if  the  bank  continues  to  exist,  a  revenue 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  a  year.  But,  so  far 
from  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  stock  at  the 
present  advanced  price  in  the  market,  J£r.  Mo- 
V.  believed,  Hot,  if  this  resdntion  were  now  to 
pass,  the  stock  of  the  bank  would  be  at  once 
reduced  to  par,  in  the  market,  upon  mere  pe- 
fluniary  calculations:  And  why?  Mr.  MoD. 
here  entered  into  calcnlatjons  to  show  the  ef- 
fect, upon  the  value  of  the  stock,  from  any  in- 
timation of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  restrict  its  existence  to  the  du- 
ration of  its  present  charter,  and  traced  iia 


present  high  price  in  the  market  to  the  ffsaai 
confidence  that  ihe  charter  would  be  centiBDed. 
The  effect  of  brining  the  Government  Aim 
into  market,  Mr.  Mt$>.  resumed,  woold  be  to 
reduce  the^rice  of  the  stock  to  par,  if  not  be- 
low par.  What,  then,  would  be  the  effect  of 
this  measure  ? 

We  sell  our  stock  at  par,  sud  he :  do  we 
enable  ourselves,  by  doing  so,  to  pay  of^  aa  the 
gentleman  suposes,  any  portion  of  the  natioul 
debt !  Ko :  for  the  seven  millions  we  should 
receive  for  our  bank  stock  would  only  go  to 
pay  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  Bern 
mUlions  we  owe  for  that  stock.  The  (mlj  op- 
eration which  would  really  and  effectually  ex- 
tinguish any  portion  of  the  debt  of  the  Cuttd 
States,  would  be  a  eale  at  the  profit  (tf  one  Bul- 
lion SIX  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  Ai 
gentleman  calculates  upon,  under  the  errooeom 
notion  that  so  large  a  portion  of  stock  would 
command  the  present  market  price.  But,  if 
we  Bdl  the  stock  at  its  par  valne,  as  Mr.  HcD. 
had  assumed  that  we  should  do  if  we  sell  at  ill, 
then,  instead  of  guniog  the  sum  calculated,  we 
shomd  actually  lose  the  identical  som  of  one 
million  six  hundred  thonsand  dollars.  For  tlie 
genUeman  had  himself  shown  that  the  stock 
was  now  worth  twenty-three  per  cent  alwra 
par ;  md  if  it  wm  so  disposed  o^  as  to  jitU 
only  its  value  at  par,  the  difference  would  «e^ 
taiuly  be  lost  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dbattoh  then  rose,  and  expressed  gretf 
reluctance  to  Uouble  the  Eonse,  which  he 
should  not  have  done,  had  a  few  of  the  olgec- 
tions  to  the  proposed  measure,  which  he  «s- 
sidered  of  the  most  weight,  been  advanced  b; 
either  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him. 
He  agreed  that  the  question  was  one  of  ptst 
importance,  and  that  it  should  be  speedilj  & 
posed  of.  The  arguments  ofthe  honorable  mover 
of  the  resolution  were  certainly  very  ingeoioBSi 
but  he  tiad  not  adverted  to  what  he  tboi^ 
ought  to  be  the  primary  consideratkni  in  a  us- 
oussion  of  this  nature,  and  one  whudi  wai  (f 
much  greater  consequence  than  any  craaiden' 
tion  merely  pecnuiuy. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled  was,  wbetherir 
no  the  proposed  scheme  would  redound  tolheiH- 
cuniary  advantage  of  the  United  States!  Tut 
it  would  do  so,  constituted,  in  point  of  fact,  6i 
only  argument  of  the  mover ;  and,  if  such  wer* 
the  case,  and  there  existed  no  countervailing 
objection,  the  measure  should  doubtlesi  be 
adopted.  But  if;  on  the  contrary,  it  sfaonla 
appear  that  the  plan  was  attended  with  no  pe* 
cuniary  advantage  whatever,  then,  the  honop^ 
able  member  hunself  would  oomees  that  it 
ont^t  to  he  rqected.  The  gentleman  had 
nurae  some  calcmationa  of  profit  which  seemed 
to  him,  to  be  snre,  very  plain ;  but  it  *oiild^ 
found,  on  examinatiw,  that,  instead  of  profit 
the  reverse  would  ensue.  The  present  vato* 
of  money  is  fbur  per  oent  The  Gorenunent 
can  obt^n  whatever  amount  it  wants,  at  thia 
rate  of  interest  He  did  not  rely  uptm  the  £«* 
that  Government  could  get  money  at  a  che^ 
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nte  than  others;  bat  Canal  Oorapaniea  had 
aotnallj  Issned  stock  at  4(  per  centnm,  and  the 
premimn  on  that  stock  rc^nced  the  real  inter- 
est to  4  per  centum.  This,  then,  he  ossomed  as 
the  interest  at  which  money  conld  be  borrowed, 
where  the  security  was  good.  Kow,  if  the 
Government  received,  at  this  period,  six  per 
cent  on  its  stock  in  the  hank,  it  got  an  interest 
exceeding  the  common  rate  by  precisely  60  per 
omt  Any  other  investment  of  its  fnn^  would 
bring  only  four  per  cent.  This  brings  six,  so 
that  the  GoT«imient  gets  the  common  interest 
of  money  on  one  hnndred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
every  hundred  dollars  it  baa  invested  in  this 
stock.  By  selling,  the  Government  would  lose 
the  difference  between  twenty-three  dollars 
Mid  fifty  dollars  on  every  hundred,  supposing 
the  stock  to  remfun  at  its  present  advance,  so 
that,  admitting  the  public  faith  not  to  be  at  all 
shaken  by  the  sale,  still  a  greater  benefit  would 
be  realized,  by  continuing  to  hold  it.  But 
there  conld  bo  no  doubt  tiiab  a  very  great  de- 
pression would  be  produced  by  the  sale  of  seven 
minions  of  tlus  stock.  The  honorable  member 
ftom  Virginia  says  that  pri<w  depends,  iu  idl 
cases,  on  the  proportion  between  supply  and 
denuuuL  The  principle,  with  some  limitation, 
is,  no  doubt,  oorreot ;  but  that  is  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  The  question  for  us  to 
weigh,  said  Mr.  MoD.,  is,  whether  a  stock  which 
DOW  sells  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  per 
cent,  in  consequence  of  the  confidence  that  the 
Government  will  continue  to  be  a  stockholder, 
would  remain  at  that  rate  when  it  was  known 
that  Government  would  not  so  continue.  If 
that  is  the  cause  of  the  present  high  price,  take 
away  the  cause,  and  the  stock  must  rail.  How 
low  it  would  fsilj  could  not  exactly  be  known ; 
it  might  ikU  to  par — even  below  It.  The  con- 
aeqaenee  of  this  would  be  to  deprive  Hie  Gov- 
ernment of  a  great  amount  of  money,  on  which 
it  now  realizes  twenty-three  per  cent.,  and  by 
which  it  might  pay  a  debt  of  eight  millions,  by 
an  advance  of  only  six  and  a  huf  millions.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known,  that  when  once  pub- 
Ito  confidence  in  any  moneyed  institution  is 
shaken,  the  consequent  depression  is  not  gov- 
erned by  a  settled  mathematical  rale,  but  by 
the  feel^  and  fears  of  the  holders,  and  it  not 
unfrequeutly  happened,  that,  by  such  a  panic, 
the  stock  which  nad  before  been  the  highest 
aotoaUy  became  the  lowest  in  market  Mr. 
D.  said,  that  he  thought  he  had  satisfiustorily 
shown,  that  Government  would  not  be  a  gain- 
er, bnt  very  probably  a  loser,  by  the  operation 
now  proposed.  Bnt  it  ought  to  be  demonstra- 
lAj  ^ertauL  that  some  gain  will  result,  before 
we  went  into  a  moneyed  operation  of  such 
ma^tude  and  extent  What  possible  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  could  have  a  stronger 
effect  in  depressing  the  price  of  any  public  se- 
curity, than  that  the  Government,  within  any 
known  or  ostensible  cause,  shoold  suddenly 
withdraw  all  its  interest  in  it  It  was  a  strong- 
er case  than  had  ever  existed. 
-  Yet  the  mere  peconiary  calcnlation  of  profit 


[H.  or  B. 

and  loss  did  not  constitute  the  strongest  objeo- 
tion  to  the  measure  proposed.  It  was  a  matter 
of  far  more  consequence  that  the  character  of 
a  nation  for  fidelity  to  its  contracts,  express  or 
implied,  should  be  sacredly  preserve^  than 
that  it  should  gain  any  pecuniary  amount  what- 
ever. He  should  not  apply  the  strict  rules  of 
ethics,  or  the  dootrmes  of  a  common  law,  to  a 
case  like  this,  but  merely  the  mies  of  common 
sense  and  common  honesty.  When  the  charter 
was  givoL  aod  the  Government  asreed  to  take 
seven  millions  (which  was  one-fifth)  of  the 
stock,  to  receive  a  bonus  of  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  require  an  annual  statement 
of  accounts,  to  obtain  very  valuable  facilities  in 
the  transmission  and  exchange  of  its  f^nds,  and 
have  all  the  duties  of  twenty-four  Ck)mnus8ion- 
era  of  Loans  performed  gratis,  it  was  surely  by  no 
means  a  struned,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  neces- 
sary and  incontrovertible  conolosioD,  that  the 
Grovemment  was  never  to  place  that  institution 
in  a  worse  edtuation  than  when  its  charter  was 
granted.  It  was  under  this  impression,  founded 
on  the  mntosl  advantages  derived  tnm  the  ai^ 
rangemratj  both  to  the  bank,  and  to  the  Gor- 
erament  that  the  stock  had  risen  to  its  present 
price,  u  now  Xbo  Govranment  shall,  by  its  aot^ 
shake  the  public  confidence  in  this  institatim, 
it  will  virtually  violate  its  pledged  faith,  for 
the  problematical  and  donbtfu  purpose  of  gain- 
ing ^  trifling  Biun  of  money. 


TkoDAT,  Seoember  31. 
United  Statm  Bank, 

Mr.  ButBOVB^s  resolution  for  Instructing  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill 
authoriBng  the  sue  c£  the  seven  mimtms  of  tiie 
United  States  Bank  stock  held  by  the  United 
Stat^  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  GoBHAii  said,  the  question  now  before 
the  House  had  been  offered  and  discussed 
the  mover  m^y,  if  not  s<4ely,  on  principles 
of  mere  fluanoe.  It  bad  been  anfaed  as  a  ques- 
tion of  money — of  national  profit  and  loss.  If 
this  were  all,  it  mi^ht  soon  be  settled.  But  i^ 
as  it  appeared  not  improbable,  this  motion  was 
connected  with  deeper  and  ulterior  purposes 
and  views,  of  a  pohtical  kind,  it  ought  to  be 
settied  still  sooner.  If  tJiere  was  something 
more  behind ;  if  any  purpose  was  cherished  m 
making  the  present  pecaniary  proportion  a 
mere  introdaction  to  a  system  oc  measures  In 
relation  to  the  oooneotion  Government  irith 
the  National  Bank,  then  the  sooner  such  a  pur- 
pose snd  system  were  met  the  better. 

The  gentieman  had,  it  was  tme.  advocated 
the  sale  of  this  stock  solely  as  a  fiscal  operation ; 
but,  from  his  acquaintance  with  that  honorable 
gentleman's  character,  opinions,  and  previous 
political  course,  he  could  not  but  be  strongly 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  present  measure  had 
more  of  a  political,  than  a  financial  aspect,  and 
looked  toward  a  complete  separation  of  the 
Government  from  the  bank,  u  not  the  total 
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aboUtioQ  of  that  institTition.  As,  however,  the 
quesUon  had  heen  pnt  ou  mere  fiscal  grounds, 
be  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  while 
he  ofi'ered  hia  views  of  it  aa  a  measure  of  pure 
finance. 

The  honorable  mover  of  the  resolation  foand- 
ed  his  argament  on  the  fact,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  present  in 
the  market,  at  an  advance  of  28i  per  cent,  and 
he  proposed  to  go  into  the  market  with  the 
vbole  amount  of  the  stock  held  bj  the  Govern- 
ment, expecting  to  sell  it  at  that  price,  wherever 
the  requisite  capital  is  to  be  fband. 

In  order  to  judge  the  probability  of  his  being 
wiA»  to  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  inquire,  in 
the  first  place,  what  were  the  elements  which 
entered  into  this  advanced  price  of  the  stock  f 

The  gentleman  had  compared  the  stock  of 
the  United  States  Bank  with  that  of  the  stocks 
issaed  by  Government  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  which  bore  the  respective  in- 
terests of  three,  four,  and  five  per  cent.,  azid  in 
t^is  comparison  gone  on  the  assumption  that 
the  stock  of  the  Bank,  at  the  winding  up  of  its 
^esent  charter,  would  be  worth  its  par  valne. 

Jb.  G.  granted  that,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  charter,  ao  long  as  all  the  operations  of 
flie  bank  proceeded  ui  tiieir  ra^olar  course, 
this  basis  of  comparison  was  a  fair  one.  But 
it  at  the  expiration  of  the  limit  of  the  present 
charter,  the  concerns  of  that  institution  must 
he  finally  concluded,  it  was  wholly  unfair  and' 
lUlaciouB.  Bid  Uie  gentleman  really  believe, 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  eight  years,  (should  the 
charter  end,  and  not  be  renewed,)  the  holders 
of  its  stock  would  get  the  money  for  it  ?  This 
was,  indeed,  the  case  with  the  Grovemment 
stocks ;  as  soon  as  the  period  at  which  they 
were  redeemable  arrived,  the  holders  received 
in  cash,  at  the  Treasury,  the  full  par  value  of 
whatever  amonnt  they  might  bold.  Bat,  when 
the  vast  concerns  of  aaoh  an  Institntion  as  the 
Kational  Bank  were  to  be  woond  up,  a  very 
different  state  of  things  occurred.  There 
wotdd  be,  to  be  sure,  a  contingent  fond  for  the 
p^meot  of  a  stock ;  bnt  of  what  would  it  con- 
sist t  Of  cosh?  Far  from  it; — of  debts,  cblefiy 
bad,  of  property,  in  short,  of  all  sorts  of  shapes, 
and  which  woula  require  a  board  of  trustees  to 
s^e  it,  after  the  bank  had  ceased  its  legal  ex- 
istence. Long  before  such  a  bank  reached  the 
end  of  its  charter,  it  must  prepare  for  that  event : 
itmustcurtful,  and  gradually  terminate  entirely, 
^  its  discounts,  months  before  that  time:  and 
would  its  stock  nothing  of  the  efilects  of 
such  a  state  of  things.  When  the  old  bank  ex- 
pired, were  its  stockholders  instantly  paid?  So 
ua  from  this,  it  was  ten  years  after  before  the 
final  dividend  was  declared.  And  wonld  any 
gentleman  tell  bim  that  the  stock  of  such  an 
expiring  institution,  was  as  good  as  stock  on 
which  the  holder  was  sure  to  receive  the  par 
value  in  cash  the  moment  it  was  redeemable  1 
True,  the  property,  of  every  kind,  held  by  a 
bank,  belonged  to  the  proprietors  of  the  stock ; 
donbtleas  it  was  theirs  ^  right;  bat  it  was 


theirs,  in  fact,  aal^  wben  it  could  be  collected: 
and  experience  proved  that,  at  the  winding 
there  always  occnned  a  great  Insa  up(Hiit^ 
not  in  money,  at  least  in  time,  which,  to  most 
stockholders,  was  the  same  thing.  It  usiully 
proved  a  mere  wreck  and  remnant.  And  bo 
well  was  this  anderstood,  that,  when  it  tu 
known  that  the  charter  of  the  old  United  States 
Bank  was  not  to  be  renewed,  its  stuck,  whick 
had  stood  as  high  as  140  per  centum,  fell  to  90 
per  centum  in  market  As  to  the  condition  of 
the  present  bank,  Jir.  G.  said  it  was  impossiUa 
he  should  know  tiiem :  bnt  one  thing  he  did 
know,  and  so  did  everybody  e^  that  great 
miamanagement  of  its  concerns  had  at  one  time 
taken  place,  and  gnat  losses  hiid  consequent^ 
been  sastained.  How  snch  an  amount  of  loa 
had  been  covered  np,  so  as  to  admit  <^  the 

E resent  dividends,  he  knew  not ;  but  for  ont 
e  was  inclined  to  bdieve  that  those  losses  h«a 
not,  to  this  day,  been  recovered  from,  and  that, 
on  examination,  tt  would  be  found  there  wai 
stall  a  deficit  in  the  fnnds  of  the  Bank. 

From  what  he  bad  stated,  he  thought  it  mwt 
appear  that  the  present  dividends  made  by  the 
Bmk  did  not  oonstitnte  tiie  only  element  the 
price  its  stock  at  present  held ;  but  that  there 
was  another,  and  a  very  important  element, 
that  entered  largely  into  &  viz.,  the  expectatioa 
that  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  would  continae 
to  go  on,  and  that,  when  the  present  charter 
should  expire,  the  institution  would  still  be 
continaed  under  a  new  one.  This  was  the  gen- 
eral expectation  of  all  who  held  its  stock,  <^all 
who  bot^t  it.  And  why  should  they  not, 
said  Mr.  G.,  expect  t3iis  at  your  hands!  Ban 
you  done  notbmg  to  create  snch  an  expecta- 
tion !  To  answer  this  question,  let  ns  look  for 
a  moment  at  the  past  history  of  this  institu- 
tion. Yon  have  done,  and  yon  Iiave  undone; 
yon  have  built  np,  and  yon  have  pulled  down; 
yon  have  made  experimenta  on  the  want  and 
on  the  possesion  of  sach  a  thing,  until  it 
length,  I  bad  believed  it  was  a  point  conceded, 
an  opimon  in  which  sensible  men  of  all  paitiv 
were  agreed,  that  such  a  Bank  was  a  neoesaary 
machine  in  the  State — an  en^ne  which  entered 
as  an  elementary  part  into  uie  operati<»ia  of  a 
weU'Ordered  Government  I  know  that  doubts 
are  held,  and  have  been  loudly  expressed,  as 
to  the  constitutionality  of  a  Kational  Bank :  I 
hold  such  doubts  to  be  very  unfortunate,  and 
am  mvBelf  free  from  the  least  share  (^them; 
but  I  did  nnderstand,  that  even  those  who  be- 
lieved no  provirion  for  saoh  an  institntioa  to 
be  conttdned  in  the  constitation,  were  them- 
selves obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  e:q>erienm 
and  of  facts,  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  an 
engine,  essentially  and  indiq>enaably  neoesesiy 
to  the  application  of  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  toe  public  good. 

Mr.  Stkwabt  rose  merely  to  present  one  or 
two  objections  to  this  measure,  which  hod  not 
been  adverted  to  by  other  gentlemen.  The 
great  ol^ject  of  the  propomtion,  aa  avowed  by 
tlie  mover,  was,  to  hasten  the  extjngnidimmt 
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of  the  national  debt,  hy  selHng  the  Bank  stock, 
and  thus  increase  the  means  of  the  Treaaory  to 
accomplish  it.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
effect  of  the  Knking  fond  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  the  national  debt,  it  wiU  be  obvious  to 
every  one  that,  instead  of  increasing,  fre  shall 
be  compelled  to  diminish  the  present  sinking 
fand,  and  arrest  the  rapii  progress  we  are  now 
maldng,  which  will  afaordj  lead  to  great  finan- 
cial embarrasBments. 

"What  is  the  situation  of  the  pnblic  debt,  aa 
exhibited  by  the  Treasury  report  lud  npon  onr 
tables  a  few  days  nnce  ?  And  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  propositaon  npon  it  t 
On  the  first  of  next  month,  the  whole  of 

the  natioDol  debt  will  be  •  *  167,418,000 
Deduct  the  8  per  cents      -      -      -  18,206,000 


JMvea         •      -      .      -      -     $47, 1 17,000 

Which  oonid  not  be  redeemed  when  above 
66 — they  were  now  at  87,  and  wonld  necessarily 
OMLtinne  to  rise  in  the  market  as  the  other 
stocks  were  absorbed,  and  the  capital  sent 
abroad  seeking  investment 

By  selling  the  Bank  stock  at  its  present  valne, 
$8,600,000,  and  applying  the  proceeds,  with 
the  annual  sinking  fund  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, to  the  naticAal  debt,  it  will  be  fonnd  that, 
at  uie  end  of  the  year  1880,  there  will  remain 
less  than  $2,600,000  of  the  public  debt  redeem- 
able ;  conaeqnently,  there  mast  remain  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  of  tiie  Mnking  Amd, 

Inthe  year  1881,   aniriduof  $7,400,000 


1832,  "  "  6,061,000 

1888,  "  *'  11,896,600 

1884,  "  "  18,981,000 

1886,  "  "  28,M1,000 


These  lar^  balances  of  the  sinking  firnd  will 
annually  accumnlate  in  the  Treasury,  there  being 
no  portion  of  either  principal  or  interest  of  the 
debt  to  which  they  can  possibly  be  applied. 
These  sums  must  ^en  remain  idle  and  useless 
in  the  Treasury,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Babboub)  will  consent,  as 
I  am  quite  sure  he  will  not,  to  apply  them  to 
the  work  of  internal  improvement — ^to  the  con- 
atmetion  of  roads  and  canals. 

The  gentleman  QCr.  BABBom)  aDggests,  in 
an  undertone,  said  Hr.  8.,  the  reduction  of  the 
flfnking  fbnd.  This  will  be  necessary  whether 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  be  adopted  or  not. 

Excluding  the  Bank  stock  and  the  three  per 
oents,  it  will  be  fonnd  that,  by  the  operation 
of  the  present  sinking  fiind,  there  would,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1880,  be  only  $4,866,000  of 
the  national  debt  redeemable;  consequenUj', 
there  wonld  be — 

Id  the  year  1831,  a  sorplus  of  $5,644,000 


1882,  "  8,804,000 

1833,  "  10,138,000 

1884,  "  17,178,000 

1836,  "  21,802,000 


"When  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  will  be  piUd 
<^  and  this  vast  balance  of  the  dnking  mad 
-will  be  left  on  hand. 


[H.  OF  R. 

Such  will  bo  the  result  of  the  operations  of 
the  existing  sinking  fund,  even  should  the  prop- 
osition be  rejected.  These  large  accnmulf^iona 
of  money  in  the  Treasury  must  occur — it  is  un- 
avoidable, unless  you  reduce  the  sinking  fond 
to  $7,000,000.  He  had  made  a  calculation  b^ 
which  it  wpeared  that  the  whcde  of  the  pubho 
debt  (the  bank  stock  and  three  per  cents  ex- 
cepted) would  be  completely  extingoished  in 
1885,  when  the  last  portion  of  the  debt  became 
redeemable,  by  a  sinking  fund  of  $7,000,000, 
and  leave  a  surplus  at  l£e  end  of  that  time  oi 
$185,000  -  in  1836  seven  milHons  of  the  bonk 
stock  could  be  paid  off  if  deemed  expedient. 

By  thus  reducing  the  sinking  fund  to  $7,000- 
000,  $3,000,000  would  be  annually  released 
from  the  public  debt,  which  could  be  applied 
to  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  producing 
the  most  happy  effect  upon  the  national  pros- 
perity. It  would  not  postpone  the  final  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  but  only  throw  forward  the 
surplus  of  the  redeemable  debt  in  1828  and 
'29  upon  the  years  1881,  '88,  and  '84,  when 
very  flmall  portions  oi  the  debt  wonld  be  re- 
deemable ;  and  thus  the  whole  of  the  sinking 
fiind  wonld  be  kept  actively  and  profitably  em- 
ployed until  the  fin^  extinction  of  the  debt  in 
1835.  Hence,  Mr.  S.  contended,  whether  the 
proposition  bo  adopted  or  not,  it  was  the  dic- 
tate of  a  sound  and  enlightened  policy  to  re- 
duce the  present  sinking  fund  from  $10,000,000 
to  $7,000,000. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bas- 
bodb)  suggests  to  me  the  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties. To  this  Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  assent ; 
the  duties  were  imposed  for  purposes  of  protec- 
tion, and  not  for  revenne :  they  were  imposed 
to  protect  our  national  indnstry — to  protect 
domesUc  manufactures  from  the  ruinons  effect 
of  foreign  competition.  He  could  not  there- 
fore, consent  to  their  repeal.  He  would  collect 
the  revenue  for  one  important  object — the  pro- 
tection of  our  manufactures — and  send  it  back 
to  the  people  who  paid  it,  for  another  equally 
important  object,  the  improvement  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  Fort  said  he  rose  with  a  view  to  advo- 
cate the  resolution,  but  in  doing  so,  he  felt 
great  difficulty  and  great  embarrassment,  as  he 
must  follow  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  given  to  the  subject  the  investi- 
gation of  a  master,  and  had  presented  his  view 
of  it  in  so  ingenions  and  uoqnent  a  manner. 
He  thought  the  argument  of  that  gentleman  had 
not  yet  been  refuted ;  he  had  rested  bis  calcula- 
tions on  a  mathematical  basis,  but  they  had  not 
yet  been  met :  those  who  had  attempted  to  meet 
them  hod  not  drawn  their  topics  of  argument 
from  tlie  deductions  of  arithmetic,  that  sure, 
unerring  guide,  which  never  deceives  those  who 
rely  upon  it,  nor  leads  to  a  false  conclusion. 
The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  F.,  has  given  a  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  whole  subject — ^he  has 
treate<l  it  with  the  skill  of  a  master,  and  who 
shall  venture  to  follow  himt  The  subiect  was 
confessedly  one  of  great  obscurity :  it  has  pus* 
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ded  tbe  wise,  and  the  fool  need  not  be  ashamed 
to  confess  his  ignorance  of  it.  Yet  he  tbonght 
it  might  be  still  farther  Bimplified.  What  was 
the  nature  of  this  institution?  when  was  it 
chartered?  and  for  what  purpose?  and  what 
was  the  condition  of  the  national  currency 
when  it  first  went  into  operation  ?  The  cur- 
rency was  in  a  broken  and  confused  situation 
— the  Tariona  kinds  of  paper  were  made  paya- 
ble at  short  distances  of  time,  and  credit  was 
very  ^;eiierally  impidred.  To  remedy  this  state 
of  tbinffs,  and  to  aid  the  GoTemment  in  its 
fltumdai  operations,  a  National  Bank  was  cre- 
ated, with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millicms  of 
dollars.  This  amount  was  thought  to  be  veir 
large,  and  fears  were  entertained  that  so  mach' 
stock  would  never  find  purchasers  at  its  par 
value.  Those  who  felt  these  apprehensions 
reasoned  from  principles  which  had  been  now  so 
ably  laid  down  in  relation  to.  the  propor- 
tion between  demand  and  snpply.  To  aid  in 
the  disposal  of  this  stock,  the  Government  took 
it  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  and  received 
from  the  bank  a  lonua  of  $1,600,000.  (On  this 
subject  some  dispute  had  arisen,  hut  it  had 
finely  been  decided  that  the  bank  had  a  rl^t 
to  give  this  BQm^  What  was  the  ranlt  of  tiie 
ex^rimentt  Twenty-eight  millions  of  the 
stock  was  thrown  into  the  market  in  one  day. 
Was  there  any  difficnlty  in  finding  purchasers  ? 
Did  the  stock  sell  ?  It  was  a  time  of  great  pe- 
cuniary distress :  did  this  prevent  the  s^o  i 
The  whole  amount  was  bought  up  almost  as 
soon  as  it  was  offered  in  market.  "What  a  com- 
ment did  this  fact  famish  on  the  present  fears 
of  gentlemen  I  When  it  is  proposed  to  sell,  we 
are  told  the  market  will  he  glutted,  and  down 
goes  the  stock.  Nay,  as  soon  as  the  ^oposal 
13  heard  of,  down  will  go  the  stock.  But  can 
you,  at  this  time,  glut  a  market  with  seven  mil- 
lions, which  so  hmg  ago,  took  twentr-eight 
millions  without  the  least  difficulty  t  We  are 
told  that  the  value  of  stock  is  a  moral  consid- 
eration— that  its  value  draends  much  on  wheth- 
er the  charter  is  to  contmae ;  and  that,  if  this 
is  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  be  of  the  less 
value,  because  there  is  a  difficulty  in  closing 
the  concerns  of  the  Bank.  But  if  the  holders 
of  stock  are  under  an  erroneous  impression  as 
to  the  probability  of  the  charter's  hemg  renew- 
ed, the  sooner  they  are  undeceived  the  better. 
Is  it  not  due  to  them  at  once  to  say,  that  Qov- 
emment  is  under  no  obligation  to  renew  it  ? 
Oertainly.  When  the  period  for  its  fenewal 
comes,  those  who  shall  occupy  seats  in  this 
House  shall  judge  of  the  propriety  of  renewing ; 
not  from  any  obligation  they  are  sapposed  to 
lie  under  to  repew  it,  but  from  considerations 
drawn  from  their  views  of  the  good  of  the  na- 
tion. Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
told  us,  that,  before  the  old  Bank  expired,  its 
stock  rose  to  140  per  cent,  by  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  instifition.  If  this  be  so,  what 
security  have  we,  &&t  the  bubble  will  not  agun 
burst?  What  certainty  have  we,  that  the  pres- 
ent advance  of  28i  per  cent,  is  not  also  the 
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consequence  of  some  mismanagement?  Who 
are  the  dealers  in  stock  ?  and  why  do  stoeb 
rise  and  fall,  bo  that  by  their  fluctaatitnu^ 
whole  fortunes  are  often  swept  away?  Tin 
reason  is  plain :  There  are  a  few  persons  vho 
know  tiie  causes  of  changes  in  price,  while  tbe 
great  mass  of  the  holders  know  nothing  at  lU 
of  the  matter,  and  are  left  to  the  mere  idckj 
of  events.  But,  if  the  Bank  is  really  so  ntoated 
that  the  nation  can  know  nothing  of  its  con- 
cerns, the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  the  better. 
The  nation  is  a  mere  stockholder  in  the  Bank, 
it  has,  as  such,  all  the  rights  of  any  other  stodt- 
holder,  and  may  sell  out  its  interest  wbeoenr 
it  may  think  it  most  expedient  to  do  so.  Bat, 
what  right  have  we  to  suppose  that  thehoUen 
of  the  stock  do  not  themselves  know  its  true 
valne  ?  The  selling  off  of  our  portion  of  tbe 
stock  can  have,  if  any,  but  a  very  trivial  eStd. 
Oar  selling  out  of  our  stock  cannot  joatly  bt 
interpreted  as  a  proof  that  the  Govemmeot 
have  withdrawn  their  protection  from  tie 
Bank ;  there  is  no  gentleman  here  who  thinb 
of  tonching  the  charter  during  the  period  it  hu 
to  run — and  tiie  buyer  of  the  stock  knows  Has. 
Be  goes  into  the  market  witli  his  wits  aboot 
him.  Do  ^tlemen  suppose  that  tbe  Inyaof 
this  stock  18  in  ignorance  of  wtwt  is  tnuusetel 
heref  And  why  do  they  suppose  he  will  feir 
to  purchase  it ;  if,  while  7  mmions  of  the  path 
lie  stock  is  taken  ont  ot  it,  hf  paying  so  waA 
of  the  public  debt,  the  same  amount  is  throvs 
into  it  by  the  sale  of  our  bank  stock  t  Surdy, 
by  such  a  transaction,  the  market  will  rirtaiBj 
be  left  as  it  is  at  present.  I  am  willing;  to  al- 
low that  the  stockholders  purchased  with  the 
understanding  that  the  Government  would  con- 
tinue to  hold  its  stock  in  the  Bank.  It  ea- 
tainly  was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  the  Got- 
ernment  would  sell  out  during  the  present  yen. 
But  the  qnestion  of  its  value  is  a  matter 
ver^  simple  calculation.  AccorcUng  to  tbe  » 
curity  of  payment,  and  the  rate  of  interest  paid, 
so  will  be  the  price  of  the  stock  in  market. 
Our  citizens  are  not  going  to  be  deceived.  We 
have  thrown  enough  in  the  market  to  t«&t  ili 
valne,  and  that  valne  is  well  ascertained. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  that,  after  the  discussiai 
which  the  subject  had  received,  and  all  that 
had  been  said,  and  so  well  said,  he  should  not 
have  been  disposed  to  protract,  in  any  degree, 
a  debate,  out  of  which  little  practical  us^neA 
was  likely  to  arise,  if  some  observations,  look- 
ing to  ulterior  consequences  of  no  emsU  mo- 
ment, had  not  fallen  frcnn  some  of  the  gent]^ 
men  who  had  entered  into  the  disounicn,  vhidi 
he  thought  did  not  belong  either  to  the  crini 
or  to  the  subject  itself.  He  should,  otherwise 
have  contented  himself  with  a  silent  vote  in 
the  negative,  however  highly  he  re!f>eGted  tbe 
motives  of  uie  mover  of  tiie.  propwition,  tui 
have  rested  the  vindication  of  tbe  vote  he  was 
about  to  give  on  t^e  unanswerable  argnnifflt 
which  his  coUeagaes  and  the  gentleman  firom 
Massachusetts  Q<»ha3i)  had  presated  U 
this  stttgeot. 
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But  gentlemm  had  not  stopped  vhere  this 

Saestion  properl;^  ended;  the  conrse  which 
lej  bad  tAken  in  their  armament,  had  seemed 
almost  to  imply,  that  the  decision  of  the  pres- 
ent question  had,  if  not  a  direct,  at  least  a  re- 
mote connection  with  a  larger  and  more  im- 
portant inquiry  in  relation  to  the  policj  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  l^e  Bank  of  the  United 
fitatea.  Now,  for  one,  he  wished  this  kept  en- 
tirely out  of  Tiew ;  and  he  protested,  in  Umitu, 
against  either  the  discussion  or  vote  of  the 
House  on  the  proporition  of  the  gentleman  trom 
Vlrginift  being  considered  as  an  indication  of 
the  fiMlliigs,  much  less  a  commitment  of  the 
opinion  ofthis  body,  to  which  no  such  question 
•Ten  indirectly  belongs,  and  which  the  best  in- 
tereata  of  the  oonntiT'  requires  should  be  an 
open  question,  to  be  deraded  by  those  who  are 
to  come  after  ns,  with  a  knowledge  amplified 
and  corrected  by  the  experience  of  eight  years 
to  come.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  be 
a  large,  he  might  almost  say  a  momentous 
question,  perhaps  in  a  period  of  peace  ihe 
most  so  of  any  which  was  likely  to  agitate 
this  confederacy  for  the  next  quarter  of  a 
eentory.  He  was  aware  that  this  gigantic 
institntion,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotea, 
would  be  broujght  to  a  atiiot  account ;  Halt  it 
would  be  inquired  how  it  had  diaehaiiged  tiie 
high  purposes  for  which  it  was  created ;  wheth- 
er it  had,  indeed,  given  us  a  uniform  currency, 
copious  and  healthful ;  whether  it  had  equalized 
the  exchange  of  the  country,  and  had  applied, 
at  the  periods  it  was  roost  wanted,  a  remedy 
to  one  of  the  eeverest  evils  that  can  heiell  a 
community  at  all  advanced  in  civilization  and 
the  arts — a  decreasing  circulating  medium. 
These  were  questions  he,  for  one,  was  willing' 
to  leave  with  those  who  would  be  called  upon 
to  de(ude  them,  aa  well  as  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated relations,  constitntional  and  poliUoal, 
which  belonged  to  the  whole  topic 

It  was  true  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  HcDnv- 
ns)  had  expressed  bis  satisfaction  that  the 

Sentleman  from  Virs^nia  should  have  indicated 
is  belief  that  the  charter  of  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States  would  be  renewed.  He,  Mr.  H., 
would  not  say  that  such  a  sentiment  was  not 
founded  on  enlarged  consideration  of  national 
policy,  but  he  would  undertake  to  say  this, 
that,  without  public  sentiment  In  the  State 
from  which  they  both  came,  underwent  some 
ehangCL  before  tiiis  question  came  up  for  con- 
^erataon  if  he  and  his  colleagne  entertained 
nioh  o[^aions  then,  he  rather  thought  their 
oonititaeDta  would  be  apt  to  depute  some  other 
tpeatB  than  thonaelTes,  to  represent  th^  sen- 
tunmti  on  this  subject,  however  highly  and 
Justly  the  oonstitnents  of  his  fi*iend  and  col- 
league appreciated  his  '(Mr.  MoD's)  public 
services.  The  truth  was  not  to  be  concealed, 
that  in  all  those  States  in  which  the  income  of 
the  Government  vastly  exceeds  its  local  ezpen- 
diturea,  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  felt  with  more  or  less  severity 
and  inconvenienoe ;  on  the  other  hand,  in  those 
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States  where  the  Qorenunent  Epmda  locaUy 
a  greater  part  of  what  it  collects,  the  operati(m 
of  this  institution  ia  not  only  comparative 
innocent  but  beneficial.  Soutii  Carolina  hap- 
pens, unfortunately,  to  be  in  the  former  pre> 
dicament,  out  of  that  very  condition  of  things 
which  he  had  indicated,  and,  altitou^h  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  mere  instru- 
ment, it  was  very  natural  for  those  who  were 
writhing  under  the  exhaustion,  to  find  fault 
with  the  organ  of  suction  itself,  and  in  the 
agony  arinne  f^om  taking  the  medicament  not 
to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  its  sanative  In- 
flnenoe. 

There  was  anotliw  ix^t  in  tUs  ^sooadat 
agaiuBt  which  he  would  enter  his  protest,  and 
that  was  the  influeucea  that  were  employed 
from  abroad,  for  b^etting  an  extraordinary 
senntiveness  in  this  House  that  any  allusion  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  t^e  con- 
nection of  the  Government  with  it,  was  a  most 
serious  derangement  of  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country.  Some  gentieman  seemed  to 
think  this  subject  was  only  to  be  touched  by 
the  practised  hand  of  a  ftindholder;  that  a 
man  <tf  plain  sense  and  ounnum  hmiesty  wm 
not  to  approAoh  it;  and  above  all,  it  wai 
eminenUy  misehievons  ftv  the  BepreraitatiTCa 
of  the  people  to  entertain  snoh  a  ^wnurion, 
or  inqnire  mto  onr  interest  in  this  oo-partnei^ 
ship,  forsooth,  because  the  speculations  on 
*(Jhange  might  be  suspended  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  some  over-grown  stock  jobber  realize  two  or 
three  per  cent,  less  than  he  otherwise  would. 
He  knew  well  that  a  plethorio  fbndholder 
was  one  of  the  most  sensitive  mortals  up<si 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  that  he  considered  the 
barometer  of  'Ohonge  Alley,  of  almost  as  much 
value  as  the  scriptures ;  and  a  fall  in  the  price 
of  stock  nearly  as  severe  a  calami^  as  the 
entire  loss  of  the  sacred  writings.  Cobbetthai 
hmnoroasly  told  tu^  that  nobMy  can  tooeh  a 
mffle  in  the  brocade  of  the  Oldl^yinThrrad- 
needle  Street,  as  he  calls  the  Bank  of  England, 
without  giving  her  a  fit  (tf  hysterics  and  set- 
log  the  whole  conntrr  in  commotion.  We 
seem  to  be  coming  to  the  same  state  of  things. 
But  this  is  not  m :  my  fiiend  from  Virginia 
cannot  introduce  a  matter  involving  a  mere 
financial  question  of  profit  and  loss,  without 
being  charged  with  a  party  plot  of  the  worst 
omens. 

Now,  sir,  although  this  gentieman  has  quite 
wit  enough  to  contrive,  and  quite  fimuwas 
enough  to  carry  into  effect,  a  tburaUe  oom^' 
racy  on  all  proper  occasions,  he  has  too  much 
honesty  to  be  engi^[ed  in  anr  that  are  not  in 
harmony  with  the  purity  ana  int^rity  of  his 
whole  lifb;  and  quite  too  much  wisdom  to 
undertake  a  conspiracy,  without  previously 
providing  conspirators,  which  he  seems  to  have 
overlooked  in  this  matter;  yet,  depend  upon 
it,  that  many  an  old  fbndholder,  roasting 'his 
feet  before  the  fire,  will  tremble  in  his  flannel 
for  his  plum,  and  no  doubt  exclaim— tiiere^ 
yon  see  now  it  is  the  nuMnent  these  Jackson 


Digitized  by 


020 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 

men  have  got  possession  of  the  House ;  away 
goes  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  "sky- 
Ei^h,"  and  we  shall  next  see  the  "  militarj 
chieftain"  after  his  election,  making  his  way, 
vword  in  hand,  into  t^d  vanlts  of  the  Bank, 
and  aeiang  its  coffers  as  bis  especial  portion  of 
iho  booty  after  the  strife  and  yiotory.  Be 
quiet,  gentlemen.  Be  asenred  we  do  not  mean 
to  ran  our  heads  against  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States — and  this  our  vote  will  show. 

But,  sir,  to  be  serious,  I  am  far  from  thinking 
tiiat  it  is  an  evil  to  those  who  permanently 
invest  in  the  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
to  know  that  the  policy  of  that  Institution 
may  sometimes  be  discussed  here,  howeTer  pre- 
judicial it  may  be  to  the  Interest  of  those  who 
■peculate  in  its  scrip. 

If  our  silence  at  any  time  when  we  ought 
to  speak  g^ves  an  artificial  appreeia^on  to  this 
stocK,  it  is  the  widow  ana  the  orphan,  and 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  thdr  own  igno- 
rance and  the  knavery  of  others,  who  snffer, 
and  who  will  be  sure  to  suffer,  if  any  &Ise 
deductions  are  made  from  the  sentiments 
which  the  House  is  about  to  pronponce  on  ^e 
ringle  proposition  before  them. 

That  I  am  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman,  I  need  scarcely  repeat,  and  for 
reasons  which  are  at  once  connected  with  con* 
siderations  that  carry  with  them  somewhat  the 
force  of  a  moral  obligation;  reasons  which 
were  stated  with  nuaoswerable  force  by  my 
colleague,  ^r.  Dutton,)  which  may  be  com- 
prehended in  a  single  sentence,  to  wft :  that  it 
entered  Into  the  oonaideration  of  the  1,600,000 
dollars  which  the  Bonk  p^  the  United  States 
as  bonus,  that  this  co-partnership  should  con- 
tinue during  the  duration  of  the  charter. 

I  say,  then,  let  this  institation  go  on  unem- 
barrassed by  either  our  fears  or  prejudices ;  let 
it  enjoy  all  those  advantages  for  which  it  was 
honestly  and  faithfully  paid  a  full  equivalent. 
And  whilst  we  are  provident  of  the  present, 
let  us  be  uncommitted  as  to  the  future. 

Mr.  Wbbhs  said  he  had  yesterday  opposed 
the  motion  for  ai^ournment  from  his  anxiety 
to  see  the  question  dintosed  of,  and  hod  not 
Intended  to  say  a  word  in  the  debate;  but 
dnce  it  had  been  disenssed  to  day,  it  had  pre- 
amted  itself  to  his  mind  in  a  doable  aspect. 
One  of  these  views  had  been,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, anticipated,  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  who  had  just  taken  his  seat;  he 
would  therefore  curtail  what  he  had  intended 
to  say  on  that  head.  He  joined  heartily  in  the 
protest  against  any  pledge  being  derived  from 
the  decision  of  the  present  question,  as  to  what 
tills  House  would  do  when  the  qaestion  of 
renewal  of  the  Bank  charter  should  come 
before  it.  He  held  that  the  Hoose  would  be 
tmder  no  obligation  derived  fonn  thb  source, 
Vnt  perfectiy  free  and  unfettered  as  to  grant- 
In^  or  reftiring.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution ;  not,  however,  because  he  held  tiie  sale 
oi  stock  to  be  any  violation  of  a  contract  with 
I3w  Bank.  The  oo&traot  of  Govenmwnt  witii 


the  Bank  contained  two  specific  obligations; 
first,  that  the  Government  shall  supervise  the 
manner  in  which  its  affairs  are  conducted.  Ttiia 
BtipolatioD  was  separate  and  independeat;  it 
was  introduced  because  the  United  States  were 
to  make  all  its  deposits  in  this  Bank.  Bnt  a 
seoond  stipolatiiai  was,  that  the  GoTemmeBt 
should  have  a  dure  in  uie  directiw,  as  it  con- 
tinued bound  to  superintend  also  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  the  American  people.  Should 
a  mammoth  institution  like  this  be  left  Vitbont 
any  special  guardianship  or  control,  it  nug^ 
possibly  become  an  instrument  in  the  baoda 
of  some  ambitious  aspirant  to  pot  a  crown 
upon  his  head  and  ruin  the  freedtnn  and  happi- 
ness of  his  people.  The  next  stipulation  waa, 
that  the  United  States  should  hold  one-fifth 
part  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank.  As  a  stodc- 
holder,  however,  she  has  deaiiy  a  right  to  cell 
out  whenever  she  shall  deem  it  o^iedient  for 
her  fixed  interest  to  do  so.  "We  are  told  in  tiw 
volnme  of  truth,  "  all  tidnga  are  lawfinl  to 
bnt  all  things  are  not  expe^ent."  The  sale 
was  lawful,  but  he  was  opposed  to  it  as  not 
being  expedient — and  of  this  he  did  not  despair 
to  convince  the  gentieman  from  Yirginia  ftraa 
the  arguments  he  had  himself  employed.  That 
gentleman  had  shown  that  the  price  of  the 
stock  depends  upon  the  abundance  of  the 
means  to  purchase  it.  and  the  difficulty  of  other 
investment,  and  had  correctly  insisted  that  if 
while  United  State  stock  is  diminished  by 
redemption  of  the  Public  Debt,  the  means 
of  other  investments  are  supplied  throwing 
so  much  Bank  stock  into  mark^  no  grest 
diffinrence  in  the  state  of  the  market  was  Jostly 
to  be  q>prehended.  There  migfat  porfa^  be  a 
tempoiVy  depression  in  the  iniee  of  this  stod^ 
but  it  would  be  only  temporary  and  trandoit; 
to  BO  much  of  the  gentieman's  argument  he 
entirely  agreed.  Another  point  of  the  argn- 
ment  was,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Public 
Debt  was  pud  off,  toe  opportunities  <k  invest- 
ment enjoyed  by  the  pubhc  creditors,  ought  to 
be  increased.   This  also  was  true  as  a  general 

Sosition.  But  were  they  not  abundant,  and 
aily  increasing  ?  This  was  a  moment  cf  vast 
speculaticm  in  undertakinn  of  aU  stNrta.  The 
stocks  in  market  wei«  lumost  innumeraUe: 
Manufacturing  associations,  canal  companies, 
road  companies,  Ac,  &o.,  were  all  compeUton 
for  the  loose  and  floating  capital  of  the  nation. 
This  was,  therefore,  a  most  uopropitious  moment 
which  to  offer  our  stock  for  sale.  The 
modes  of  investments  were  already  possessed — 
and,  according  to  the  gentieman's  own  doctrine, 
in  relation  to  demand  and  snpply,  the  stock 
could  not  be  expected  now  to  hold  its  price. 
But  should  Government  wait  till  these  several 
stocks  were  in  a  good  degree  taken  up,  the 
United  States  Bank  Stock  might  be  offmA 
with  much  bettor  prospecta  of  a  profitiihle  aale. 
Instead  of  28  per  cent.,  it  might  then  bring 
50,  and  even  60  per  cent,  advance. 

"  The  Question  "  was  now  loudly  dananded 
from  all  iddes  of  tiw  Booae. 
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ib.  Babsovs  rose  to  make  some  oondading 
ranarks: 

As  to  the  general  principles  which  had  been 
advanced  on  the  other  side,  he  would  not 
detain  the  Honse  sare  hj  a  single  remark ;  and 
that  was.  that  if  he  conld  for  one  moment 
believe,  tixat,  bj  introducing  the  present  meas* 
nre,  he  was  in  the  remotest  manner  touching 
the  pledged  faith  of  the  nation,  the  resolution 
would  have  fallen  still-born  from  hia  hand. 
That  faitii  which  holds  together  the  moral  as 
well  as  the  political  world,  he  would  never 
Tiolate.  Ooiiq>I^t8  had  also  been  made,  that, 
hj  eflbcting  sudi  a  sale,  the  Government  would 
treat  tJie  Bank  nnjastljr.  This,  also,  was  what 
he  woidd  never  be  guilty  of;  but  was  this 
oomplaiot  well  founded?  Gentlemen  spoke 
vS  the  great  advantages  conferred  hy  the  Bank 
on  the  Government,  and  speak  as  though  we 
were  under  obligations  of  gratitnde  to  that 
institution.  Obligations  of  gratitude!  And 
are  we,  as  stookholders,  to  be  bound  on  this 
consideration  ?  The  benefits  have  at  least  been 
fully  reciprocated.  Nay,  the  depositee  alone 
of  tlie  immense  funds  of  the  nation  were  an 
abnndant  oompenration.  We  place  in  the 
hands  of  thia  uistitntlon  an  annual  amount  of 
twenty  mUliona  of  dollars.  Kow,  it  was  per- 
fectly well  known  to  all  persons  converaant  in 
banking  operations,  that  cash  in  the  vaults  of  a 
bank  forms  almost  as  efficient  a  fund  on  which 
to  proceed,  as  the  stock  itself.  It  is  true  this 
amount  is  liable  to  be  called  for  by  its  owners 
at  any  moment:  but  it  generally  happened 
that,  while  sams  were  drawn  out  by  some,  they 
were  deposited  by  others,  and  that  one  so 
nearly  balanced  the  other,  that  the  specie  in 
the  vaults  had  very  truly  been  said  to  change 
its  owners  much  more  frequently  thjm  its 
place.  The  Government,  too,  can  borrow 
money  at  five  and  four  aim  a  half  per  eentnm, 
and  might  even  get  it  at  four  per  centum.  The 
Bank  bad  secured  by  its  charter  the  important 
privilege  of  receiving  tax  per  cent.  Interest 
on  all  the  notes  discounted  by  it,  which 
privilege  was  secured  for  twenty  years.  And 
though  the  rate  of  stock  may  be  diminished  by 
the  mismanagement  of  the  institution,  that  is 
not  to  be  charged  to  the  Government,  and  does 
not  enter  into  the  consideration  of  gratitnde. 
Besides,  this  Bank  is  a  kind  of  monopoly  of 
the  advantages  derived  from  Government :  for 
the  Government  is  bound  to  charter  no  other 
Bank  within  the  United  States,  nnless  in  the 
diateict  (tf  Colombia.  Mr.  B.  concluded,  with 
declaring  that  though,  he  would  never  be  the 
oonsf^ons  instrnment  of  violating  in  any  manner 
the  ft^th  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Bank  could  make  any  just  coropliunt 
BO  long  as  it  continues  to  get  more  than  on 
equivalent  for  all  the  advantagea  ever  derived 
from  its  institution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  yeas  9 — ni^s  174. 

So  the  resolution  was  r^eoted. 


UoNDAT,  December  24. 
Old  Sedition  Lav. 

Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  the  following : 

Wberesfl  a  Itv  was  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  approved.on  the  14th  July,  1798,  en- 
titled "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  pnaiah- 
ment  of  certain  crimes  anintt  the  United  States  ;** 
which  lud  act  is  commo^  known  by  the  name  ftf 
the  Sedition  law ; 

Be  U  rtaolvtdj  That  the  said  law  was  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  "  abridg* 
Ing  the  ft«edom  of  the  press.'* 

Bt  it  further  molved.  That,  as  several  persons 
were  indicted,  convicted,  and  snffered  in  pecuniary 
ponalties  under  this  law,  that  the  Committee  m 
WajB  and  Means  be  directed  to  report  a  bill  wUch 
shaU  make  full  provision  for  reftinding  to  the  said 
persons  the  amount,  with  lawful  Interest,  of  the  fines 
which  they  may  have  paid  to  the  respective  Mar- 
slials  of  the  District  Courts  empowered  to  levy  and 
receive  the  same.  And  in  case  of  the  death  or  the 
absence  from  the  United  States,  of  any  of  the  said 
parties,  then  to  Uieir  legal  representatives,  or  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  b*  duly  authorised  to  re- 
ceive the  same. 

Mr.  Hawltos  s^d,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  asking  the  Honse  to  cfmrider, 
at  the  present  moment,  the  resolntions  whioh 
he  had  jnst  had  the  honor  of  rahmitting.  Hia 
objeot  was  rather  to  indicate  the  time  at  which 
he  should  ask  such  a  consideration :  for  he  was 
aware  that  the  resolutions  covered  too  much 
ground,  and  involved  too  many  delicate  con- 
siderations, both  of  principle  and  expediency, 
to  be  precipitately  discussed. 

He  hoped  that,  as  an  act  of  justice  which 
he  owed  to  himself,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
avow,  that,  in  moving  in  this  matter,  he  was 
influenced  by  no  desire  to  moke  the  past  sub- 
servient to  any  purpose  of  contemporary  exmte- 
ment.  The  reecflnums  were  introdocedhecaase 
he  believed  that  the  parties  who  had  suffered 
in  pecuniary  penalties  under  the  Sedition  Law, 
were  jnst  as  much  entitled  to  have  the  fines 
whioh  they  had  pud  reftinded  to  them,  as  an 
or^iury  suitor  m  a  Court  of  Jnstloe  was  to 
have  a  sum  of  money  refunded  to  him  whioh 
he  had  paid,  either  through  fraud  or  mistake, 
and,  in  nis  humble  opinion,  the  only  effectual 
mode  of  offering  a  fit  atonement  for  the  viola- 
tion in&icted  ou  the  constitution,  by  the  pass- 
age of  the  Sedition  Law,  was  to  moke  full 
indemnity  to  those  who  had  snffered  by  its 
enforcement 

The  question  was  one  purely  of  abstract 
jnstioe  and  etmstitutional  law,  and,  as  such, 
he  dedred  to  present  it.  He  challenged  the 
fullest  discussion  and  f^«est  opposition,  and  had 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if,  in  the  lig^t 
which  the  debate  was  calculated  to  elicit,  he 
should  he  convinced  that  he  was  sustaining,  on 
principle,  an  untenable  position,  he  would  be 
the  first  to  relieve  the  House  of  all  further 
trouble  in  regard  to  the  resolutions,  by  moving 
to  withdraw  them.  But,  believing  precisely  the 
reverse^  all  he  asked  vas  an  equal  fhmknesa 
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on  all  aides  of  the  House,  that  the  qnestton  might 
be  met,  not  blinlced  or  ahnnned,  and  finally, 
openly,  and  manfully,  set  at  rest  forever. 

He  wonld,  therefore,  for  the  present,  move 
that  the  resolutions  be  printed,  and  lie  on  the 
toble,  and  it  was  so  radered. 


Thubsdat,  December  37.  ' 
Sevolutumarjf  Zand  Warrants. 

The  following  reaolntioi^  mbmitted  by  iSr. 
lizsMB,  waa  taken  up  and  read. 

**  Rttolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  ibis  House  a  statement  of  the  number 
<^  lulitary  Land  Warrants  due  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  ReTolutioQsry  war,  which  remain  in  his 
office  uncalled  for,  designating  the  number  of  irar- 
rants  and  quanti^  of  land  due  to  the  Hne  of  each 
Bute,  respectiTely.  And  that  be  also  state  what 
number  of  such  warrants  have  issned  from  the  War 
Department  within  the  last  fire  years.** 

Kr.  CoNDiOT  BQ^iested  a  donbt  of  the  pra- 
denoe  of  sach  a  measnre  as  the  resolution  pro- 
posed. If  the  Information  sought  for  was 
to  be  published,  the  interests  of  tiiose  whom 
the  gentleman  wished  to  benefit  woold  be 
enxwed  to  injury,  and  a  scene  <^  niecalation 
take  place  snch  as  every  one  would  deprecate.. 

Hr.  MiNSB  observed,  that  the  names  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  Military  Boonty  Lands  were  not 
asked  for  by  the  resolution,  and  would  not, 
of  course,  be  ^veo.  The  information  sought 
was,  the  number  of  warrants  due  to  each  Line 
on  the  Continental  Establishment,  and  the 
number  of  warrants  issued  during  the  last  five 
years.  At  tiie  last  sesricm,  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
had  taken  oocasioii  to  draw  the  attention  of  tba^ 
House  to  this  sut^jeot;  and  on  liis  motion  * 
resolntion  waa  adopted,  anthoriziiig  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  time  for  soldiers  to  wply  for  their  war- 
rants. A  bill  was  reported,  and  a  law  passed 
for  tiiat  purpose.  At  that  time  be  learned  and 
stated  the  extraordinary  fact  that  there  were 
DO  less  than  six  hundred  land  warrants  due  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line  alone.  The  presumption 
waa  a  fur  one,  that  there  was  a  proportionate 
number  due  to  the  line  of  every  other  State, 
existing  at  the  Bevolution;  in  the  aggr^te 
ffifthiTig  some  thooBands  of  warrants,  embracing 
some  m  tiie  first  lands  in  01^  In  this  point 
(tf  view,  it  would  be  seen  to  be  a  matter  of 
oonsidenible  Importanoe.  Hy  porpose,  said 
"Mr.  ILf  in  ajAing  information  in  this  precise 
form,  was  to  attract  the  attention,  and  awaken 
the  interest  of  many  members,  to  the  subject. 
Each  gentieman,  from  the  old  thirteen  States, 
eeeing  the  number  of  warrants  still  due  to  his 
own  State,  would,  of  course,  feel  a  more  lively 
interest  in  the  matter,  than  he  would  do  to 
learn,  merely,  the  aggregate  number  of  war- 
rants due  to  the  whole  army.  As  it  regarded 
Pennsylvania,  he  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the 
sulyect;  six  hundred  milita^  land  warrants, 
distributed  among  her  old  soldiers,  or  their 
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representatives,  would  carry  comfort  to  many 
a  cottage.  It  was  their  due.  It  was  the 
price  of  their  toil  and  blood,  and  ought  not, 
m  bis  opinion,  to  be  withheld  from  them 
longer.  No  private  individual  would  feel 
justified,  if  he  had  title  papers,  or  property  ot 
another  in  bis  possession,  of  which  that  other 

Eerson  was  ignorant^  in  remaining  nient,  and 
eeping  possesrion,  because  the  owner  dm  not 
ask  for  that  which,  though  his  own,  be  waa 
ignorant  o£  No,  sir,  an  honest  man  would  take 
pains  to  inform  the  rightfrd  ownei^to  briw 
home  to  him  a  knowled^  ot  bis  rights.  Hr.  M. 
thought  it  our  duty  to  do  so.  It  could  be 
rationally  aoconnted  for,  that  such  a  large  num- 
ber of  land  warrants  remained  due,  only  on 
the  supposition  that  the  persons  owning  them, 
were  ignorant  of  their  just  cltums :  near  hall 
a  century  had  passed  away ;  the  soldiers  living 
were  old  and  poor ;  it  was  time  knowledge,  and 
thereby  justice,  should  be  brought  home  to 
them.  That  it  was  ignorance  of  their  ri^ta 
prevented  application  for  their  warrants,  was 
partial^  proved  by  &  fuit  which  had  been 
stated  to  him.  A  gaitieman  in  Ifaryland, 
highly  respectable  and  intelligent^  did  not 
obtain  a  warrant  due  him,  ever  since  tha 
Revolution,  nntil  within  three  or  fbnr  Tom 
aocident  havii^  brought  him  to  a  knowledge 
of  his  right  If  intelligent  men  were  ignoraut, 
the  poor  and  unlettered  soldier  might  be  pre- 
sumed also  to  be  uninformed  of  his  just  claima. 
Should  this  resolution  pass,  said  Mr.  M^  and 
the  information  sought  he  obtained,  it  was  my 
intention  to  propose  another  measure,  that  is,  to 
givO'  information  in  every  State  of  the  names 
of  persons  entitled  to  land  warrants.  But  here- 
tofore  the  War  Department  had,  and  -vaj 
wisely,  kept  sneh  mformation  to  itaelfl  lest 
speculators  ^ould  purchase  up  the  soldier^ 
nghts  for  a  mere  trifie,  and  obtain  all  the 
benefits  themselves.  If  information  should  be 
publicly  given,  this  must  be  efiectually  guaxded 
against  To  provide  such  safeguard,  at  the 
same  time  that  information,  without  which  the 
soldiers  could  never  obtain  their  rights,  was  a 
part  of  his  plan.  He  would  provide  by  law 
that  no  transfer  should  be  valid  for  five  years, 
nor  then,  unless  ^proved  by  the  Governor  of 
the  State  where  nude,  as  the  guardian  o^  the 
soldiers'  rights.  With  such  provision,  he 
thought  the  name  of  every  person  entitled  to  a 
warrant  miriit  safely  be  made  public  But 
this  matter  for  future  consideration.  No  snch 
publication  was  now  contemplated — no  such 
information  was  now  asked  for.  The  infonn*- 
tion  sought  by  the  resolution  could  neither 
benefit  ^e  speculator,  nor  injure  the  so^o'. 
It  would  be  general,  and  of  a  charaoter  he 
thought  use^l  and  proper. 

Mr.  MoCk>T  opposed  the  resolution,  as  Ukely 
to  be  productive  of  more  harm  than  good. 
Should  the  Secretary  of  War  publish  the  names 
of  these  warrantees,  it  woold  lead  to  something 
worse  than  speculation ;  it  would  produce  fraud 
and  forgery.  He  oould  not  see  Uw  nae  of  oaU- 
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ing  for  sach  a  list  It  maj  be  inspected  hj 
any  member  at  pleasure,  on  the  bot^  of  the 
Department.  Let  gentlemen  examine  it  there, 
and  if  they  fonnd  the  names  of  any  of  their 
own  coDstitaents,  they  would  convey  the  in- 
fbmiatioD  to  them  in  a  private  manner,  and 
tims  avoid  tJie  daiwers  vrhich  would  necessa- 
rily attend  a  publication  of  the  names  to  all 
t^e  world. 

ICr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio,  presuming  the  gentle- 
ttian  who  moved  the  reHolutiou  was  not  aware 
that  a  similar  call  had  been  made  a  few  sesuons 
ago,  called  his  attention  to  that  fact ;  and.  re- 
ferring him  to  the 'documents  then  received 
from  the  Department,  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table,  at  least  till  the  ^ntieman 
could  have  an  opportum^  d  ezamimng  them. 

The  motion  prevailed. 


Thubsdat,  January  8, 1828, 

I&.  'Bbu.  moved  the  foUowing : 

Betolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Htlttary  AHUrs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  an  armory  en  some  point  on  &ipe^ 
Krer,  in  the  State  of  Tenaessee. 

Hr.  Bbix,  of  Tennessee,  sud,  as  the  resolu- 
tion was  intended  only  to  direct  the  attention 
the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs  to  the 
m^eot  embraced  in  it,  he  did  not  present  him- 
self before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  oenwal  remarks  upon  the  expediency  of 
es^^shing  an  armory  upon  the  Western 
vatera,  nor  with  any  view,  in  detail,  of  the 
pvonds  upon  which  he  would  urge  tiie  situa- 
tion of  that  particular  district  of  ^e  West,  for 
snch  an  establishment  designated  in  the  reso- 
lution. But,  eaxd  he,  as  in  offering  it,  I  do  not 
intend  to  pay  a  mere  compliment  of  the  season 
to  the  interests  of  that  section  of  the  country 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  b^ 
leave  now  to  state,  that,  if  the  subject  ^all  be 
thought  of  sufBcient  conseqnence  to  engage  the 
serious  attention  of  the  committee,  (and,  in  my 
Judgment,  it  deserves  a  place  in  th^  delibera- 
tions,} I  expect  to  be  able  to  show,  that  the 
country  upon  the  lower  branches  of  the  Onm- 
herland,  and  upon  the  south  nde  of  it,  com- 
bines all  the  aavaatages  desirable  in  a  rite  for 
an  extensive  manufactory  of  arms,  common 
to  those  places,  which  have  hitherto  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  this  House,  under 
more  favorable  auspices.  I  expect  also  to 
show,  that  this  part  of  the  country  possesses 
other  advantages  which  are  peculiar  and  ex- 
dnsive;  and  I  will,  in  due  time,  take  the 
trouble  upon  myself  of  embodying  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  this  effect 

That  I  may  not  be  thought  too  sanguine  in 
my  estimate  ot  the  condition,  both  national 
snd  sdvraititious,  of  the  eeetion  of  ooun^  al- 
luded to,  permit  me  to  state  one  fact,  which. 
Ism  sure,  onr  Atlantic  brethren  will  not  be 
unconcerned  to  hear.  Within  tiie  last  fbur  or 
Ave  yean^  the  mannfactara  ot  bar  Iron  In  IDd- 
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die  Tennessee,  has  increased  in  such  a  devree, 
that  the  produce  of  tiie  works  upon  the  Juni- 
ata, which  formerly  found  an  extensive  and 

f>rofitable  market  in  that  country,  is  now  rare- 
y  to  be  met  with  in  our  shops,  and  the  Swedes 
iron,  which,  tiiongh  the  product  of  the  indus- 
try of  another  hemisphero,  and  bnrthened,  as 
it  is,  with  duties,  has  boon  sflbrded  in  our 
market  lower  than  the  Juniata,  is  also  fast  dte- 
appearing.  In  truth,  however  ill-adapted  the 
population  of  that  State  may  be  to  other  manu- 
faetores,  that  of  iron  must  floarish,  both  by 
reason  of  the  superior  quality  of  ore  which 
abounds  there,  and  the  diminished,  and  still 
diminishing  v^ue  of  that  kind  of  labor  which 
is  almost  exolurively  employed  in  reducing  it. 
In  the  same  tract  of  country,  water  power  sos- 
oeptible  of  application  to  all  kinds  of  machinenr, 
exists  to  every  necessary,  and  even  desirable 
extent.  FossU  coal,  too,  is  found  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Cumberland,  and,  as  the  means 
of  tnmsportation  hy  water,  to  every  point  upon 
the  Iflnitdppi  and  its  branches,  at  this  time 
aocesdble  fivm  other  quarterly  are  not  restrict- 
ed Arom  this  point,  I  am  persuaded  it  wiU  be 
found,  upon  inquiry,  that  no  greater  mistake 
could  be  committed,  than  to  suppose,  either 
that  the  principal  materiala  consumed  in  an 
armory,  or  that  all  the  essential  articles  of 
Babsistenoe  could  not  be  afforded  upon  as  low 
terms  there,  as  at  any  other  place  in  tiie  West- 
em  country.  There  are  other  conriderations 
connected  with  this  subject,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  give  this  point  on  the  Western 
waters  a  decided  preference  over  those  which 
seem  to  have  l>een  more  attended  to ;  but  these 
I  will  not  now  urge,  nor  even  mention.  Such 
a  course,  I  apprehend,  would  he  likely  to  pro- 
voke  an  immediate  disousrion,  which  would 
be  premature,  and  might  be  useless.  The  sug- 
gestions already  thrown  out,  are  derigned  not 
so  much  to  make  any  impresrion  upon  the 
House,  as  to  elicit  a  full  inquiry  on  tiie  part  of 
the  committee,  and  the  character  of  the  gentie- 
men  placed  upon  that  committee,  ^ves  me  the 
assurance  that  the  proposition  oontuned  in  the 
resolution  will  receive  a  candid  and  impartial 
examination. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Fredat,  Jannai7  4. 

Senrnal  of  /niionj, 

Mr.  Haile  said,  that  he  had  some  days  since 
lud  on  the  table  of  the  House  a  resolation  in 
reference  to  the  removal  of  tiie  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  which  he  desired  now  ti> 
call  up  for  consideration. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows : 
"  Jiaolv«d,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Albiie 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appn^riatton  to  enable  the  Cboctaws 
and  Cbickasaws  to  explore  the  country  beyond  the 
river  HiasisaippI,  and  to  provide  the  means  for  the 
si^^ort  of  •tun  IniSana  who  are  disposed  to  smt 
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grftte,  sod  are  wtUing  to  embrace  tbe  beoeTolent 
objecta  designed  b;  me  GoTeinment. 

To  this  resolution  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
offered  an  amendment,  when  it  was  before  the 
House  on  the  11th  December,  to  include  the 
"  Pattawattomie  and  Miami  Indians,"  and  the 
question  recurred  on  this  amendment. 

Hr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  (Chairmao  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affi^rs,)  stated  that  the  oom- 
mittee  had  the  sal^ect  of  that  resolution  now 
before  them,  and  were  preparing  a  report  upon 
it,  which  they  intaided  shortly  to  present  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Hails  observed,  that  bis  resolntion  had, 
be  believed,  been  offered  previously  to  any 
other,  on  the  general  subject  of  the  removal  of 
liidians,  and  he  had  been  told  by  those  gentle- 
men who  had  offered  amendments  to  it,  that 
tbey  would  consent  to  withdraw  those  amend- 
ments, in  order  that  his  might  be  considered 
separately.  The  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
fodian  Committee  was  not,  ho  apprehended, 
folly  acqoainted  with  the  situation  of  the  two 
tribes  to  whidi  his  resolntion  referred.  In 
1820,  there  bad  been  guaranteed  to  the  Chioka- 
saws  and  Choctaws,  by  the  Goveniment  of  the 
United  States,  a  lai^e  tract  of  land  west  of  the 
Mississippi;  but,  since  that  treaty,  no  steps 
bad  been  taken  to  carry  this  pledge  into  effect. 
On  the  contrary,  8,000  whites  had  encroached 
npon  their  territory,  and  were  driving  them 
back,  at  the  same  time  that  every  inducement 
bad  been  held  out  to  them  by  the  Government, 
to  obtain  their  consent  to  emigration.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  tribes  referred  to,  had 
peculiar  claims  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Indian  Affairs,  wid  he  wished  that 
c<Hnraittee  to  report  to  the  Honse,  whether,  in 
their  Judgment,  the  tract  guaranteed  by  the 
treaty,  was  to  be  given,  as  it  had  been  promised, 
or  some  other  tract  in  liea  of  it 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  having  no  objection 
to  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and  not  being 
desirous  of  throwing  any  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  its  adoption,  withdrew  the  amendment  to  it 
which  he  nad  before  offered. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Va.,  believed  this  was  the 
first  time  an  appropriation  had  been  asked 
from  this  House  to  enable  Indians  to  go  into 
tiie  wilderness  to  explore  it.  He  had  thought 
that  the  object  of  the  system  adopted  by  the 
General  Government,  with  respect  to  the  In- 
dians, was  to  civilize  those  people,  and  to  get 
them  out  of  the  wilderness.  As  uie  reverse, 
however,  seemed  intended  by  this  resolution, 
he  was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Haile  said,  that  Grovemment  had  made 
a  treaty  by  which  they  were  bound.  If  solemn 
treaties  were  to  be  considered  as  of  any  avail, 
and  the  Government  meant  to  act  in  good 
faith,  these  Indians  ought  to  receive  what  had 
been  promised  them.  It  was  witli  a  view  to  tlus 
end,  that  ho  had  offered  the  resolution. 

Xhe  resolution  was  adopted. 


[Jakdast,  1823. 

Mr.  MiTOHBLi,    Sooth  OaroUna,  off^«d  tho 

following  resolntion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
do  inquire  into  the  expedieocy  of  repealing  so  mad 
of  16th  secUon  <^  an  act  to  ^ubibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  any  port,  cv  place,  witlua 
the  jorisdiction  of  the  United  States,  etc,  as  reqniM 
that  the  owner  or  captain  intending  to  tranapMt  a 
slave,  coastwise,  tnm  one  port  to  another,  in  the 
same  State,  shall  previoasly  deliver  to  the  CoUeetor 
a  manifiBBt,  opecifying  the  name,  tge,  etc,  of  said 
slave,  and  swearing  that  the  said  dare  bad  not  been 
imported  flince  the  year  1808,  and  that  he  was  bdd 
to  service  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  MiTtsBLL  said  that,  without  some  ex- 
planation of  the  facts  referrad  to,  the  resolutioQ 
rnnat  be^  in  a  great  measure,  nnintelli^Me.  la 
180T,  Congress,  in  pursnance  of  a  danae  tn  the 
oonstitntion  on  that  snbject^assed  an  act  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade.  The  lOth  section  of 
that  act  required  that,  when  a  slave  arrives  in 
any  part  cc  the  United  States,  in  a  Teead 
more  than  40  tons  burthen,  the  captain  and 
owner  most  unite  in  an  oath  that  tho  slave  had 
not  been  imported  since  the  1st  Jannary  1808. 
This  ceremony  was  accompanied  with  fees  to 
the  collector  of  |1  60,  and  if  the  parties  ^ed 
to  comply  with  this  requirement  of  the  act, 
the  vessel  was  to  be  coimscated,  and  the  cap- 
tain to  pay  a  fine  of  $1,000.  At  the  time  this 
act  passied,  these  requirements  were  wise  snd 
proper ;  because,  at  that  time,  our  whole  oo«t 
swarmed  with  vessda  enga^fed  in  tbe  dare 
trade ;  bnt  the  oljject  of  this  and  other  acta 
bad  been  ftiUy  accomplished,  and  that  trade 
might  now  be  pronounced,  so  fiir  as  ve  were 
concerned,  to  be  completely  suppressed.  The 
last  accounts  received  from  our  statirai  in 
Africa,  declared  that  the  English  and  Ameri- 
can branches  of  the  trade  had  ceased.  AH 
those  formerly  engaged  in  it,  had,  by  the  sever- 
ity of  our  laws,  b^n  expelled  from  the  conn- 
try,  and  no  such  trade  was  now  carried  on  in 
any  part  of  our  coast.  The  act  to  which  he 
referred,  therefore,  while  it  imposed  a  very 
severe  tax  on  the  people  of  the  South,  was, 
under  the  present  state  of  things,  productive  <a 
no  benefit  whatew.  Its  operation  was  har- 
assing and  oppressive.  If  a  gentieman  wished 
to  go  with  his  servant  from  Cborlest^m  to 
Beaufort,  th«  captain  is  imder  tiie  necesaty  d 
giving,  io.  his  manifest,  an  acooont  of  th^ 
^ave.  His  oath,  and  that  of  the  owner,  most 
be  submitted  to  the  collector,  though  that  offi- 
cer shotdd  know  ever  so  well  the  fact  to  be 
substantiated;  and,  if  a  gentleman  sends  his 
slave  up  and  down,  fifty  times  in  the  coarse 
of  the  year,  the  same  ceremony  most  be  gtme 
through.  This  is  tronble  and  exp^ose,  with- 
out any  usefhl  end. 

Mr.  M.  sud,  that,  tiioogh  he  was  hfanself  a 
sUveholdw,  he  was  as  wann^  and  dnoerely 
opposed  to  the  dave  trade  as  any  gtaiiqu 
from  the  Northern  States  poadhlf  could.  T>. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATBS  07  GOKaBSSB. 


625 


ind  could  he  be  convinced  that  saoh  a  proTuion 
u  this  was  necessarj  to  the  putting  down  of 
that  traffic,  he  would  he  tiie  last  man  to  oppose 
it ;  hut  he  was  conrinoed  that  it  was  wnoUj 
nnneeeaBary,  and  as  it  interposed  a  vwutions 
embarranment  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
Soathern  States,  he  was  desiroiu  of  seeing  it 
repesled ;  but  wished  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  CTonumttee  oi  Ways  uid  Means  on  that 
sulject. 

ICr.  Mbbokb  Bud,  that,  withoat  inten^ng  to 
express  any  opimon  npoi^  tiie  inlfjeot  of  the 
inquiry  which  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
Una  was  desiroos  to  institnte,  he  conld  not  re- 
frain from  correcting  the  erroneous  impression 
which  he  seemed  to  have  formed,  that  the 
alave  trade  was  abolished.  On  the  contrary, 
he  bdieved  tliat  it  was  now  carried  on  to  as 
great  an  uctent  as  at  any  former  period  ol  its 
history ;  and  to  some  exteol^  thoa^  precisely 
to  what,  t^^  American  capital^  be  wonld  not 
undertake  to  determine. 

The  resolution  wai  then  adi^ted. 

Oarutl  in  thd  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Hi.  Wora  offered  the  following : 

Ruolvedf  That  the  Comndttee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  imtnieted  to  Inqiure  Into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  a  Bum  of  money  for  examtiuDg  and 
detenniiuDg  apon  a  suitable  rente  for  a  oanKl  across 
the  peninstua  of  Hicbfgan,  to  connect  the  waters  of 
Lake  Hlohigaa  with  those  of  Lake  Erie. 

JUtolvMt,  aUo,  That  the  same  eonmiittee  be  In- 
structed to  ioqure  into  the  expetfency  of  qipro- 
priating,  for  Uie  purpose  of  making  lud  canal, 
tractti  of  land  on  each  aide  of  Baid  route,  equal  in 
quantity  to  those  heretofore  granted  for  conatruct- 
ing  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  Canals. 

Hr.  Wnra  said  that,  as  the  importance  of  the 
resolntions  might  not  at  onoe  be  ^parent  to 
the  House,  he  would  ask  the  indo^^ce  of  a 
moment,  whilst  he  briefly  atatod  a  few  of  the 
reasons  which  have  indicated  the  propriety  (k 
the  present  inqidrr.  The  diffionlties  and  dan- 
gers which  attend  the  passage  of  our  north- 
western lakes;  tlw  exposures  to  whidi  the  Ures, 
the  health,  ana  the  property  of  indindnals,  as 
well  as  the  property  of  the  Oovemment,  are 
subjected ;  the  ireqnent  losses  which  are  sns- 
tained,  both  by  the  public  and  by  indiriduals, 
in  enconntorin^  a  navigation  of  nearly  eight 
hundred  milos  m  extent,  from  the  head  of  L^e 
Erie  to  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  is 
difficult,  if  not  dangeroos,  even  in  the  most 
favorable  sessons  of  the  year ;  indeed,  the  utter 
impracticability  of  navigating  some  of  our 
m<Mt  northerly  lakes  and  straits,  daring  the 
winter  months,  Mr.  W.  said,  all  conspired  to 
render  it  an  object  of  no  inoonnderable  mo- 
ment, not  only  to  the  inhaUtanto  ot  tlut  coun- 
try, but  to  the  Government  itseli^  to  effect  as 
spieedUy  as  possible  a  safe  channel  of  com- 
munication aorosB  the  peninsula  of  that  terri- 
tory. 

This  object  once  accomplished,  together  with 
ttiat  of  the  Illinoia  OanaL  for  the  oonitonotion 
TouXJL— 40  » 


ta  o»  B. 

of  which  the  Oovemment  has  already  made  a 
lam.  if  not  an  ample  provision,  you  not  only 
avoid  the  necessi^,  in  time  tA  war,  as  well  as 
peace,  lof  transporting  every  deemption  of 
property^  destined  we  the  supply  of  your 
noithweetwn  and  western  ports,  through  a 
long  oh^n  <A  narrow  struts,  which  bring  you 
within  musket  shot  of  the  British  shore;  as 
wdl  as  the  dangers  of  a  boisterous  lake  navi- 
gatitm,  to  wbidk  1  have  Jnst  adverted ;  hut  yon 
have  at  once  a  safe  and  easy  inland  commnnl- 
cation,  upon  nearly  tiie  whole  line  of  your 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier,  extending 
from  New  York  to  the  MlBsiBslppi. 

I  present  this  subject,  Mr.  Bp^er,  the  more 
confidently,  because  it  is  not  trammelled  by 
those  constitotional  olfjeotiona  which  have  been 
heretofore  urged  wauut  similar  propositioDa 
from  the  States.  The  whde  route  of  this  con- 
templated oanal  is  within  the  Umits  of  a  terri- 
tory, over  which  the  United  States  exerdat 
the  exclusive  sovereignty ;  and  within  which 
the  United  States  are  the  principal  owners  of 
the  soil.  To  such  as  may  not  have  adverted 
to  tiie  subject,  who  are  not  intimately  aoquaint* 
ed  with  the  gec^^phy  of  that  country,  and  tha 
facilities  wiui  which  the  object  may  be  aocom* 
pushed,  the  item  of  expense  mi^t,  at  first^ 
seem  to  be  an  objection.  Oarefol  examinations^ 
however^  have  been  made  by  a  number  of  our 
most  scientifio  and  intelligent  citizens,  who 
he^tato  not  to  say,  that  a  oanal  may  be  con* 
stracted  aorofls  tliat  peninsola,  at  less  e^enaa 
than  any  ww  of  rimilar  extent  which  has  ever 
been  attempted  in  the  Union. 

If^  therefore,  to  fiidlitato  the  intercoures 
between  tiie  diffa«it  sections  of  the  United 
States ;  if  to  render  the  transportation  of  prop* 
erty  both  ohe^  and  safe ;  if  to  enhance  wa 
value  of  the  public  domain,  by  improving  it| 
and  thereby  inviting  it  to  a  healtiunl  and  en- 
terprising population ;  if  to  give  stability  to 
yoor  frontier  settlements  in  that  quarter,  and 
add  strength  to  an  extended  and  defenceleaa 
i^ntier,  be  le^timato  objects  for  Oongreseional 
legislatiui,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  tiia 
Govemmenfe— 'then,  sir,  I  may  indulge  tin 
hope  tiiat  the  restdntions  whioh  I  have  had  tin 
honor  of  aabndtUng,  will  be  favorably  reoriTed 
by  the  House,  atid  will  obtoin  a  direction  to 
that  committee  from  whose  investigations,  not 
only  the  citizens  of  the  territoir,  whom  1  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  who  fe^  a  deep  interest 
in  the  subject,  but  the  Government  itself 
anticipate  beneficial  results. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Com  <if  Marigny  XTAuUrioe, 
The  remaind»  of  tiie  day  was  spent  in  do- 
bate  upon  a  biU  fbr  the  rdief  of  Marigny 
D'Autoive.  This  was  a  private  UU,  prorimng 
for  remunerating  the  claimant  for  thia  lost  time 
of  a  slave  impressed  into  the  servioa  of  th* 
United  States,  at  New  Orleans,  and  who  waa 
wounded,  and  also  ihr  hospital  ohargea. 
Mr.  Lmxaanor  said,  that  the  Oommittee  of 
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Olaims  assume  it  as  a  principle,  that  the  United 
States  Goremment  is  not  Dound,  in  mj  case, 
to  pay  for  daves  ligared  or  lost ;  iDecause  they 
are  not  considered  as  property.  A  principle 
like  this,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  la  one  of  the  most  seri- 
«Qs  importance,  not  only  to  my  oonstituents, 
but  to  all  those  who  are  interested  in  this 
■pecdea  of  prt^twtgr,  throughout  a  large  and 
very  important  ptulion  of  these  United  States. 
SlaTBS  not  property  I  What  are  they  thenf 
If  not  propwty,  th^  are  free :  if  they  are  not 
our  prop^ty,  we  have  no  right  to  tibeir  ser- 
Tioe :  if  they  are  not  property,  the  whole 
foundation  on  which  the  oonstttntion  of  this 
Union  rests,  is  shaken.  And  is  it  by  a  by-blow 
like  this,  that  so  important  a  principle  is  to  be 
established  1  I  trust  not  I  trust  that  the 
representatives  of  those  States  who  are  so 
h4>pyt  yes,  sir,  I  say  so  h^ipy,  as  not  to  pos* 
BBSS  any  of  this  roedas  of  property,  will  not, 
l»y  aanctiming  soon  a  principle,  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  that  diaoontent,  tor  that  jeatomiy,  for 
that  ^Tislon,  and  for  all  those  moat  aerions 
pcmseqnenoes,  which  most  result  from  such  a 
detnnon.  The  sum  in  this  bill  is  nothing ;  it  is 
not  to  be  spoken  — it  is  not  for  that  I  now 
Address  this  House ;  but  I  should  basely  betray 
the  duty  I  owe  to  those  who  hare  entrusted 
their  interests  to  my  bands,  did  I  not  protest 
against  the  admisnon  of  a  priooiple  like  that 
advanced  in  this  report.  Indeed,  sir,  it  can 
Bcarcely  be  believed,  that  the  Committee  of 
Olaims  intended  to  establish  it.  The  terms  on 
whioh  we  entered  into  the  social  compact,  and 
without  whioh  it  would  never  have  been  form- 
ad,  the  lavs  which  hare  been  passed,  and  the 
treaties  made  under  it,  must  all  have  prevoited 
tiieir  eoming  to  this  eonelnslon;  and,  inde- 
pendent of  t^Me,  the  laws,  not  of  the  Southern 
States  only,  but  in  those  very  quarters  of  the 
continent  where  such  an  opinion  seems  now  to 
be  held — the  laws  of  those  States  would  have 
taught  them,  that  this  opinion  could  not  proper- 
ly be  held.  How  lone  is  it  since,  in  Uiose  very 
States,  the  laws  which  oonudered  them  to  be 
as  much  property  as  any  other  article,  have 
been  repealed  t  in  New  York,  within  the  year 
—in  other  States,  they  still  exist.  It  would  be 
well,  therefore,  for  gentlemm  who  might  be 
faujUned  to  foivor  the  daetrinea  of  this  report, 
to  look  at  home^  and  see  whether,  by  voting 
for  it,  they  do  not  sustain  a  principle  as  much 
at  war  with  the  laws  of  their  own  States,  as  it 
ii  with  tiie  Oonstitntion  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  With  all  this  evidence  before  them,  I 
oan  scarcely  believe  it  to  have  been  the  deliber- 
ate intention  of  the  respectable  committee,  to 
declare  that  slaves  were  not  the  property  of 
their  masters ;  yel^  whatevw  may  have  been 
their  intention,  their  language  is  but  too  plain ; 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  report  admits  of  no 
other  oondnuon.  I  move  you,  therefore,  an 
amendment  to  the  biU. 

.  [The  amendmoit  of  lb.  L.  went  to  introdnoe 
a  oknse  allowing  the  daimfor  the  iqjmy  done 
to  the  dav«^  and  for  medioal  attendance  on  him.] 


[JimiR,  1S3& 

Mr.  WHrrruEBXT,  a  member  of  the  GommittM 
of  Claims,  and  who  had  reported  the  bill  vniet 
consideration,  spoke  in  reply.  He  said  he  ex- 
tremely r^retted  that',  the  gentlem&n  from 
Loui^ana  (Mr.  LnmroeroK)  had  thoaght  prop- 
er to  exhibit,  in  the  discusdon  of  tbb  qnntioD, 
BO  much  spirit  and  warmth  of  foeUng.  U  ht 
question,  said  be^  that  oujg^t  to  be  decided  &■ 
passionately,  on  its  own  intrinno  merits,  with- 
out awaking  sectional  feelings  or  jealonsa; 
and  he  trusted  that  his  (Mr.  L-'e)  appeal  io 
Southern  sentiemen  to  raUy  round  hi^  sund- 
ard,  would  not,  on  tiiis  occasion,  be  reepooded 
to  by  them.   He  might  aasoredly  have  abstun- 
ed  from  charging  the  committee  with  falsehood, 
aod  with  having  introduced  into  the  repot 
any  sentiment  or  expression,  which  has  neces- 
sarily provoked  this  debate.   The  committn 
stndionsly  avoided  toudiing  the  qncetion  vhkk 
the  gmueman  qvprehouls  is  bo  vitaDjr  is- 
portant  to  the  slaveholder.    The  whde  of  hii 
amimait  ia  based  on  flilae  prendaeaiadhii 
dMnotions  are  of  oonrae  erroneons.  at  tako 
it  for  granted,  that  Uie  committee  have  Eud 
"that  slaves  are  not  property."  In  this  he ii 
mistaken;  there  is  no  such  position  takeais 
the  report.   They  have  said,  that  "  slaTea  in 
not  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and  pud 
for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public  so- 
vice."   Can  the  gentleman  disprove  the  troth 
of  this  assertion,  by  recurring  to  a  single  case, 
where  the  Government  has  paid  for  a  elin 
lost  in  the  service  f   When  the  gentleman  ip- 
peals  to  the  passions  of  the  committee,  and 
presses  upon  its  consideration  that  the  Con- 
mittee  of  Claims  have,  in  this  instance,  id- 
vanced  new  and  alarmine  doctrines,  it  be- 
hooves him  to  look  into  nmner  reports,  aal 
ascertain  from  them  the  sentiments  of  foroKt 
committees,  when  deciding  on  similar  ques- 
tions.  The  Committee  of  Claims  gave  to  this 
subject  the  most  unremitted  attention,  and  H 
not  content  themselves  with  examiniog:  Ih* 
printed  reports,  but  they  also  carefolly  exanun- 
ed  all  the  manuscript  reports,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  war ;  nay,  they  vai 
stilt  farther ;  they  sent  to  tiie  Besister  of  die 
Treasury,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  then 
were  any  instanoes,  daring  the  BevolntiaDaiT 
war,  where  slavea  had  been  pud  for  bf  tli« 
Government,  and  the  answer  was^  there  to* 
none.   It  cannot  be  supposed  that,  dnring  thil 
long  and  arduous  straggle,  when  the  vhd« 
energies  of  the  oonntty  were  put  in  reqnisiticffl, 
there  were  no  slavea  in  the  service,  nor  thai 
some  of  them  were  not  slain  in  battle,  v 
otherwise  lost  to  the  owners. 

He  denied  the  right  of  the  Qovennnent  to 
impress  slaves,  and  stud,  therein  the  interKt 
of  the  master  was  amply  protected.  Be  siidi 
the  country  was  to  be  defended  by  free  men. 
and  he  would  advocate  no  princi(to 
wonld  «aaUe  them  to  stay  at  hom^  and  Gtad 
their  slavea  into  the  ranks  <if  the  anoy,  ar 
which  would  ocnnpel  the  Government  to  ^ 
press  them.  Slaves  oan  no  more  be  improacd 
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tiian  minora — who  are  not  Itabte  to  perfonn 
military  duty ;  bat  suppose  a  minor,  in  the  time 
of  imminent  danger,  was  in  the  service,  would 
his  parent  or  master,  if  an  apprentice,  have 
any  olum  on  the  Oovermnent  for  a  remanera- 
tion  for  his  loss,  if  snch  minor  was  killed  or 
woanded  In  battie?  No  iSne  would  pretend 
that  he  wonld ;  and  why  not,  If  the  master  is 
to  be  compensated  for  the  loss  of,  or  for  injury 
done  to,  his  slave  t  ■  The  service  of  the  minor 
ta  not  the  Imb  Talnable  becanae  he  fa  whita 
and  theparent  or  master  la  ordinarily  eatitled 
to  it._  The  disenaaion  of  t^ese  topics  is  at  all 
times  nnfdeasant,  and,  in  this  instance,  it  is 
wholly  nnneceasary  and  gratnitoos.  So  far  as 
my  informalaon  has  extended,  those  in  the 
non-slaveholdiug  States  have  for  their  breth- 
rai  in  the  South  the  kindest  feelings;  they 
ooDsider  slavery  to  be  a  national  evil,  and  are 
disposed  to  relieve  the  country  from  it,  so  far 
as  moAts  the  acquiescence  of  the  slaveholder, 
and  no  farther. 

Mr.  LivcTOBTON  said :  The  gentleman  says  I 
lave  misnndeTstood  the  committee,  and  that 
tii^y  do  consider  sUvea  as  property.  Well,  sir, 
if  so,  whjr  have  they  not  ulowed  oompniaation 
for  their  i^jnry  ?  Bat  have  I  nurahderstood  the 
committee  1  Have  they  not  carefully  employed, 
throughout  their  report,  in  every  case  (but  one) 
where  they  speak  of  the  slave  of  M.  D'Auterive 
the  word  servant,  and  carefally  avoided  the 
word  slave  f  [Here  Mr.  L.  quoted  the  report.] 
Now,  tiie  gentleman  tolls  us  that  the  committee 
have  nowhere  said  that  a  slave  is  not  property. 

But  they  have  said  expressly,  that  they  have 
not  been  considered  by  the  Government  as 
property  which  ought  to  be  ptud  for  when 
taken  for  pnbHc  use.  And  the  addition  to  the 
phrase  in  which  it  is  said  that  they  are  not 
property,  cannot  qaalify  It  so  as  to  lessen  tiie 
effeot  (n  that  all^tion,  and  the  sentonee  has 
precisely  the  same  meaning  as  if  it  had  read 
tfans :  "  Slaves  have  never  bem  coni^dered  by 
the  Government  as  property,  wid  therefore  are 
not  to  be  paid  for."  If  they  are  property,  of 
any  description  whatever,  they  must  be  paid 
for  when  taken  for  ^ublio  use.  The  constitu- 
tion makes  no  distmction.  It  embraces  all 
private  property,  of  whatever  nature.  If  Con- 
gress could  distinguish  and  say  this  species  of 
private  property  shall  be  compensated  for,  that 
ahall  not,  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
woold  be  ntigatory,  and  every  species  of  prop- 
vstj  mi^t  in  its  tnm  become  the  subject  of 
an  ozcepHon.  We  most,  then,  argue  npon  the 
r^rt,  not  npon  the  explanation  of  it  ^ven 
1^  one  of  the  members  who  made  it. 

Mr.  FoBT  B^d  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  to  tiie  notice  of  the  House  a  siogle 
fiiot  The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  had  pnt 
the  matter  on  its  true  fi^oting.  If  this  slave 
had  been  impressed  and  lost,  those  who  im- 
pressed him  must  be  held  to  pay.  This  princi- 
ple, BO  far  from  never  having  been  acknowl- 
edged or  a<;fed  upon  by  this  Government,  had 
been  e^reasly  acknowledged  and  acted  npon 


[H.  or  & 

in  a  very  memorable  instance.  The  gentleman 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims  said,  that  pay* 
ment  had  never  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  slaves  lost,  and  had  quoted  a  string  of  pre- 
cedents to  prove  it ;  but  of  all  the  cases  cited 
by  the  gentleman,  only  one  had  any  bearing 
on  the  present  bill,  and  that  was  the  case 
where  the  sickness  of  the  slave,  contracted  in 
the  service,  was  not  certainly  proved  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  his  death ;  but  it  was  this 
donbt  only  that  was  the  true  reason  why  the 
slave  had  not  been  ptud  for,  and  not  any  doabt 
whether  the  Avn  was  to  be  reckoned  as  pn^ 
erty.  But  the  instance  to  which  he  had  at  first 
alluded,  was  one  that  conid  not  be  dented  or 
doabted.  In  onr  treaty  wi&  Great  Britain, 
this  Government  openly  dums  payment  for 
slaves  forcibly  taken  away,  and  the  claim  has 
been  allowed,  and  large  sums  pud  by  the 
British  Government  on  this  very  principle.  If 
this  is  not  an  aclmowledgment  of  the  principle 
by  this  Government,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  can  be ;  and  sorely  onr  own  Government 
is  as  much  bonnd  by  it  as  Hm  Govemment  of  a 
foreign  country. 

Mr.  KcOoT  (of  the  Oomnrittee  of  Olaims) 
sdd,  that  this  was  a  delioate  saljeot,  and  ho 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  ai^ument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Lonisiana  was,  in  its  prac- 
tical tendency,  more  iqjurioas  to  the  interest  of 
the  Soothem  States  than  that  advocated  by  the 
Committee.  The  Government  (said  Mr.  McC.) 
does  not  pretend  any  l^al  right  to  tuke  ana 
nse  this  spedes  of  property,  and  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  coerce  its  employment  He  was  one  of 
those  who  would  not  willingly  have  a  single 
slave  in  or  about  the  Army  at  all.  He  thought 
oor  soldiers  should  all  be  freemen.  That  Gov- 
emment  in  its  treatment  of  staves  oonridered 
them  as  something  more  than  property.  The 
oonstitation  does  the  same — it  cooMders  them 
not  only  as  property,  bat  aa  persons  also.  The 
Government  has  no  antbori^  whatever  to  call 
slaves  into  the  publio  miUtaty  service.  There 
may  be  Justice  In  some  cases  in  allowing  for 
their  loss :  hut  he,  for  one,  had  rather  see  all 
the  slave  owners  of  the  South  snffer  some  Icm 
than  grant  citums  of  this  kind,  and  thus  sanc- 
tion the  principle  that  Govemment  has  a  right 
to  impress  slaves  into  the  service.  He  knew 
'  that  the  States  in  whioh  this  kind  of  property  * 
existed  had  their  own  laws,  by  whion  slaves 
were  made  property  in  the  most  oompleto  sense 
of  that  term.  Bat  these  were  not  laws  of  the 
General  Goverameat.  The  Govemment  has  no 
oontrol  over  slaves — and  he  would  rather  lose 
a  slave  entirely  than  admit  that  Ihe  General 
Government  had  a  right  to  take  it.  Bofta  was 
the  Govemment  from  pretencUng  to  this,  or 
admitting  the  principle  now  contended  for 
when  the  law  of  1816  made  provisions  for 
property  lost  In  the  lato  war,  a  genUeman  from 
one  of  the  Southern  States  proposed  an  am«id- 
ment,  whioh  went  to  inolade  this  species  of 

Broperty  with  other  descriptions  of  it :  bat  the 
[oose,  en  ftiU  consideration,  r^eoted  the  amend- 
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DMHt.  This  fact  bad  a  strong  inflneDoe  on  the 
decision  of  the  Oommittee  of  Glaimi.  They 
took  the  law  of  1816  as  their  guide — and  they 
foond  pieaaure  in  tbaa  being  able  to  avoid  the 
dedslon  of  the  abstract  qaestioQ.  The  aabject 
had  not  been  lighUj  considered  bj  the  com- 
mittee.  He  womd  oonclade  hj  repeating  his 
conviction  that  the  Honse  woold  do  more 
ii^niy  to  the  sUveholding  States,  by  sanction- 
ing the  principle  that  the  Omeral  Govenunent 
have  the  right  to  imiffeiB  a  aUn,  than  by 
nfiising  the  present  anMndment. 

Ur.  OwKN,  of  Alabama,  thonght  that,  instead 
of  cherishing  a  wish  to  avoid  Uie  question 
involved  in  iha  amendment,  it  was,  on  the 
oontnuy,  very  deeirable  that  it  should  be  ftiUy 

E resented  for  decision.  Let  it  be  considered 
It  it  be  folly  debated,  and  let  it  be  finally  acted 
on.  He  thoa^t  somewhat  differently  from  his 
bonwable  friend  from  Louisiana,  as  to  the 
present  case,  not  presenting  all  the  points 
necessary  to  ensnre  a  fhll  and  correct  invesdga- 
tiim :  but  if  the  facta  are  as  stated  by  the  mem- 
ber from  Louisiaaa,  and  not  contested  by  the 
member  frran  Ohlo^  then  the  case  ia  fblly  made 
ont;  bnt  he  apprehended,  having  onoe  paid 
some  attention  to  this  question,  that  the 
record  evidence  will  not  support  the  issue 
proper  to  be  made.  Bnt,  yielding  in  this  my 
opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  at  the  fitctsto 
that  of  others,  and  inaamnch,  too,  as  this  point 
is  not  contested  In  the  report,  I  will  assume, 
that  all  that  is  requisite  is  embraced ;  and  when 
the  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  conntry,  let 
it  be  distinctly  understood  tl^  all  the  material 
&ota  sustain  tiie  issue. 

I  shall,  therefore,  proceed,  not  fearing  nor 
antidpating  consequences.  And,  sir,  coold  it 
be  presented  to  Oongreas  for  aqjndtcatlon  w 
legiuative  r^;alatioii,  whether  the  slave  was 
the  property  of  the  master  or  not,  I  could 
readily  oonoeive  that  the  most  appalling  oon- 
■eqimioea  would  ever  attend  ita  progress  here ; 
«nd,  sir,  though  I  hare  all  the  confidence  that 

gatriotinn  can  demand,  iu  the  action  of  this 
Louse  or  Congress,  acting  within  its  lentimate 
sphere  of  del^ated  powers,  yet,  sir,  the  very 
act  of  its  transcending  that  limit,  would 
destroy  that  confidenoe.  It  matters  not  that 
this  step  should  be  on  a  point  connected  with 
this  partionlar  class  of  rights,  delicate  as  it  has 
ever  neen  considered,  and  on  which  thejealosuy 
of  to  lai^  ft  portion  <tf  the  people  of  this 
eonntry  is  pn^wrly  exdted,  ot  whether  it  ahould 
be  on  any  other.  The  first  act  ot  assumed 
nnoonstitnUonal  right  here,  is  in  violation  of 
the  charter  that  l^da  ns  iogeihar,  and  there- 
fore beomnes  a  nsoipation,  and  any  nsnrpation 
is  alarming,  whetbw  in  this  Gtovemment  <»■  any 
other,  but  more  specially  in  this. 

Is,  then,  the  question  to  be  raised  here, 
whether  this  dass  of  people  is  property  t  Sir, 
it  cannot,  nor  will  not,  I  hope,  be  ^avely 
asked  or  answered ;  and  to  my  mind  it  is  only 
hivolved  by  your  granting  vm  indemnity,  or 
by  your  refusal  of  it.   If  granted  inddratally, 

I 


it  is  decided;  though  intrinsically  yoa 
no  greater  validity  to  a  right  alrvsdy  pofeet 
and  complete:  hut  if  refased,  yon  witbhdd 
from  a  portion  of  the  people  of  tms  Um(m,  tbit 
which  you  have  repeatedly  granted  to  anotha 
portion,  and  prevent  the  fifth  article  of  ttw 
amendments  of  the  constitution  from  itmg 
due  force  and  execution ;  for,  with  other  Uunga, 
it  declares, "  nor  shall  private  property  be  tika 
for  public  use,  without  just  oomputssttm." 
If  yon  reftiae  this  "jnst  eompenBatiM,"  n 
must  dther  say  that  yon  violate  the  ecnitita* 
tion,  or  else  you  dedde  that  slaves  are  net 
property.  Are  yon  th^  prepared  to  mib 
such  deddon  t  I  think  not.  And,  althoi^ 
the  member  from  Ohio  mvely  innsts  thit 
slaves  are  persons;  yet  he  hais  not  deai^ 
denied  that  persons  may  not  be  property.  So, 
what  is  it  we  look  to,  to  ascertain  what  ii  or 
what  ia  not  property !   It  is  to  law. 

We  are  UAd  that  there  is  no  antiicrity  to 
impress  a  slave ;  that  it  is  in  violatitm  of  Uv; 
th&t  this  is  a  species  of  property  above  the  bv. 
I  grant  it,  nr.  and  the  very  aame  prindple  I 
d^m  aa  equally  i^licalde  to  any  descriiidoi 
of  printe  piopwty<  Can  gentlemGn  pmnt  m 
to  a  code  <n  law  regolating  impreanneatil 
None  such  exist  The  very  tenn  mdicatM  id 
character.  Its  law  ia  power,  and  its  actica 
necesdty.  It  is  not,  nor  never  can  be,  btnd 
upon  right ;  and  the  very  daoae  of  the  constitit- 
titm,  which  I  have  before  redted,  gives  not  tin 
right,  bnt  reo<^izes  the  power,  and  aifotm 
remuneration.  This  danse  was  not  ingrafted 
into  the  constitution,  to  ddegato  to  the  Federal 
Government  a  power  not  previondy  poseeMi 
bnt  to  compel  uie  fulfilment  of  the  demtndacr 
justice— a  power  inherent  in  all  GovemsMBii 
from  neoesd^  called  into  action.  All  Goren- 
mentB  dahn  the  power,  but  few  grant  tbe 
indemnity :  ours,  based  upon  principles  iten 
justice,  provided  for  the  mdemnity,  in  iti 
nmdamental  law,  bnt  left  as  it  ever  sbonld  be  1(A 
— the  regnlatioa  of  the  power  to  be  ooitndkd 
by  the  exigendes  of  the  case ;  and  these  never 
should  be  less  than  the  sternest  necessi^.  Sir, 
all  impressment  is  above  the  law  :  all  inipreo- 
ment  u  a  trespass  against  individoal  lisht; 
necessity,  therefore,  becomes  the  law,  ana  its 
operation  should  only  be,  when,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  it  becomes  necessary  to  sacrifice 
individual  interest  Sir,  in  the  case  befioe  yoa, 
I  cannot  antidpate  a  denial  of  the  existakee  of 
such  necesdty :  if  it  ever  ^d  exist  tamhm, 
it  surely  did  exist  on  this  occasion.  The  caw 
then  is  made  out ;  the  strong  arm  of  the  Got- 
emment  has  been  exerted  to  take  from  a  priTsto 
citizen  bis  Individual  property.  Can  your  jo*- 
tice  deny  the  oompensation  which  your  pover 
enables  yon  to  witiihold  I  The  imiH^ssm^t  irss 
from  necesdty ;  the  indemnity  is  from  the  law. 

Mr.  UiTOHKLL,  at  South  Oandina,  add  that 
he  had  not  fnlly  understood  the  case  for  wbidi 
this  bill  is  to  provide.  The  gentleman  fitna 
Alabama  had  expressed  some  doubts  as  to  d* 
xaain.  &ct,  which  was  the  impressment  oi  th» 
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■kve.  This  Ur.  JL  ooiuidered  u  the  point  on 
vhieh  the  deoiiioii  moat  turn.  If  Governtnent 
impressed  the  slave,  GoTemment  most  pay  for 
Lis  loss  of  time ;  bat,  if  his  master  voluntarily 
took  him  into  the  ranks,  he  mast  submit  to  the 
lou.  He  hopedf  therefore,  that  the  bill  might 
be  reoommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Olaims, 
in  order  that  fuller  teatimony  aa  to  the  mun 
point  might  be  exhibited  to  that  committee. 

Ur.  SxBONa  aaid,  that  he  had  risen  for  the 
pnrpoae  of  reoarring  to  a  fact  in  l^slation, 
which  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  notice  of 
gentlemen.  It  was  a  singular  circumstance,  in 
lelation  to  oar  alave  popalaUon,  that,  np  to  the 
jear  1814^  there  ww  no  law  which  [Hvteeted 
them  from  nutitsry  service.  Kevioos  to  that 
year,  the  law  of  enUstment  permitted  officers 
to  enrol  "effective  able-bodied  men,"  but  in 
Deoember,  1814,  the  law  was  changed,  and 
since  that  time  none  may  be  enlisted,  but  "free 
effective  able-bodied  men."  Before  that  time, 
alaves  might  be  enlisted,  bat  since  that  time 
they  caimot.  The  inference  is  of  deep  interest 
to  ^  the  daveholding  Btatea.  If  it  be  a  £!ur 
inference  from  what  be  had  stated,  that  the  in- 
tendment of  oar  previous  Legislatures  had  been 
t^at  slaves  should  form  a  peculiar  species  of 
property,  whli^  was  placed  without  uie  reach 
of  military  law,  so  that  they,  like  horses,  oxen, 
and  other  chattiBls,  might  not  he  taken  for  mil- 
itary use ;  then  the  explanatory  statute  of  1814 
womd  loee  its  effect,  if  the  doctrine,  now  ad- 
Tuoed  by  gentlMiien,  in  support  of  this  bill, 
was  to  be  a£nitted.  If  saoh  was  their  wish,  if 
fhe7  did  intend  to  pat  this  species  of  property 
over,  within  the  reach  of  the  military  power  <u 
the  United  Btates,  so  be  it  It  was  for  them  to 
jadge  of.  This  was  the  great  questton  involved 
in  uie  present  discnsaion :  Shall  slave  property, 
like  horses  and  oxen,  be  placed  without  the 
reach  of  the  arm  ot  military  government,  or 
not  t  If  the  gentlemen  take  the  former  ground 
ud  agree  to  pi?  for  Hie  loss  of  this  slave,  then 
the  wlude  mass  of  slave  population  is  pat 
within  the  reach  of  the  Government.  For 
hiiDself,  he  did  not  now  say  that  .he  did  not 
agree  to  t^e  either  of  these  oonrses, 

ICr.  HuoLTON  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  for 
tiie  parpose  of  ooutributing  to  any  excitement 
which  tne  debate  might  have  occasioned :  for, 
if  the  question  was  really  a  diffioalt  and  criti- 
cal one,  (which  he  did  not  perceive,)  it  ought 
only  to  be  approached  with  a  greater  degree  of 
oalmnesB  and  deliberation. 

Kow,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that 
Oottgresa  is  about  to  deoid^  (irttatever  may  be 
the  fito  <^  tiie  chum  beibre  yon,)  whmier 
davea  be  nroperty  or  not ;  beeanie)  so  loag  as 
fids  Oonfiioeracy  lasts,  ana  tiw  omstitation  that 
created  It,  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle  any 
nu^  question,  and  there  ia  an  end  of  tiie  argu- 
ment The  question,  therefore,  before  the 
House,  is  not  whether  slaves  be  property  or 
not,  beoaase  the  mere  statement  of  the  propo- 
itition  involves  an  absarditj  in  its  terms;  but 
Thether  tbwe  be  any  thing  ia  this  pecnUar 
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species  of  property  whidi  riioald  deprive  its 
owners  of  a  Just  (u«m  to  Indonnity,  when  in- 
jured or  destroyed  in  the  pablie  serviceb 

To  sostfdn  the  negative  of  this  qaeation,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  relied  on  several  pre- 
cedents, nearly  all  of  which  he  (Ur.  H.)  con- 
sidered as  inapplicable.  Fur  it  woald  b«  recol- 
lected, in  the  case  he  had  cited,  in  which  Con- 
gress had  refused  to  indemnify  the  owners 
either  for  the  loss  or  for  ii^ury  to  their  slaves 
in  the  public  service,  was  where  they  had  been 
taken  Dy  their  masters  iato  the  army  as  their 
servants,  for  which  their  owners  received  a  full 
equivalent  ia  pay,  clothing,  aad  aabsisteoce, 
with  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  riak  which 
t^eir  daves  were  to  enoonnter.  Bat  this  does 
not  touch  the  question  of  coercive  impress- 
ment, made  of  a  dave,  not  as  a  soldier,  bat  as 
a  laborer,  precisely  as  any  domestic  animal  or 
implements  of  husbandry  might  be  taken  for 
the  publio  use.  Claims  of  this  descriptioa 
oould,  ia  his  view  of  the  subject,  be  p^d  with- 
out  affirmiug  any  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  enlist  or  to  make  coerdve  levies,  by 
way  of  conscription,  of  the  slaves  of  the 
South.  On  the  contrary^  he  thought  the  pay- 
ment of  tiiia  claim  anatained  the  converse  of 
this  proposition,  and  ^OTed  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  DO  control  ovw  slaves  as  military 
persons ;  hnt  took  them  for  the  mere  parposas 
of  lahw,  as  property,  and,  for  th^  use  ot  in- 
jury, their  owners  were  to  be  pidd  in  this  Ught 
idone. 

Mr.  Kbubb  said,  that  what  he  had  this  day 
heard  advanced  was  so  very  extraordinary,  that  it 
called  on  him  to  say  something.  What  is  this 
case  ?  A  man  has  had  his  slave  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  Ui^ted  States,  and  em- 

Sloyed  in  its  service,  and  there  wounded,  if  not 
estroyed.  Shall  the  master  he  paid  for  it,  or 
not  ?  This  was  the  question,  which  some  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  think  so  terrible.  The  gen- 
tlemen say  we  must  not  tonch  it ;  but  they  do 
touch  it,  and  they  say  the  man  must  not  be 
paid,  because  a  dave  Is  not  proper^.  This  is 
the  logic  <^  college-learned  gentlemen.  Kow, 
for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  care  when  or  where 
this  question  ia  discussed.  I  am  willing  to 
meet  it  anywhere.  The  gentleman  from  Kew 
York  (Mr.  Stbono)  has  told  us  that  the  officer 
of  Government,  and  not  the  Government,  mast 
be  responsible.  Sir,  this  may  do  very  well  in 
a  oertun  school,  but  it  will  never  do  in  a 
school  of  justice  I  I  can  never  consent  to  such 
a  doctrine  as  that  I'm  for  patting  the  saddle 
on  the  right  horse.  If  the  sOTvant  of  the  Gov- 
ernment acts  unjastly  and  tyrannically,  the 
Government  most  pay  for  It  t  who  ever  heard 
of  mxxiii  an  araament  f  The  Qovemment  not 
responsible  t  Why,  even  in  the  most  despotic 
Governments,  such  a  notion  was  nevo*  heard 
of;  but,  iu  a  Republican  Government,  like 
ours,  it's  intolerable.  If  ever  there  was  a  just 
clum  before  this  House,  this  is  one.  And  if 
the  qaestion  is  to  be  argued  how  £ir  a  dave  is 
the  proper^  of  his  owner,  for  one^  am  will- 
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lug  to  declare,  before  the  whole  world,  that  I 
believe  a  slave  is  as  much  the  property  of  hia 
toaster  as  my  thing  else  that  he  owns. 

Mr.  Tatlob  sfud,  that  he  had  understood. 'a 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  ^Mr.  Hamil- 
ton) as  having  advanced  the  opinion,  that  the 
light  to  take  apd  employ  a  slave  for  the  pnblic 
service,  arises  out  of  the  imminent  oecesaity  of 
a  state  of  war.  There  was  a  veiy  striking  case, 
illustrative  of  this  matter,  which  took  [uace  in 
1814.  Previous  to  tiiat  time  no  uerson  had 
been  allowed  by  law  to  be  enlisted,  unless  he 
was  over  21  years  of  age,  or  the  consent  of  his 
master,  if  he  was  an  apprentice,  had  been  ob- 
tained in  writing.  Bat,  at  that  disastrous  hour, 
while  sitting  amidst  tlie  ruins  of  this  capitol, 
Congress  felt  the  necessity  of  raising  armies  to 
defend  the  country,  then  attacked  on  its  sea- 
coast,  on  its  northern  frontier,  and  in  the  ex- 
treme West.  Under  the  pressure  of  such  a  ne- 
cessity, a  law  was  passed,  authorizing  minors 
of  18  ^ears  to  be  eQlisted,  withont  the  consent 
of  their  masters,  and  the  same  law  was  after- 
wards repeated,  to  the  deatmctirai  of  the  con- 
tract by  which  a  servant  is  bound  to  his  mas- 
ter. Yet,  even  in  that  law,  the  contract  was 
■o  far  acknowledged,  that  a  part  of  the  bounty 
to  which  the  recruit  had  a  claim  was  required 
to  be  pud  to  hia  master.  The  injastiee  and 
the  oppressive  effect  of  this  act,  waa  pressed 
upon  the  House  with  very  great  force  of  argu- 
ment by  a  large  portion  of  the  members  from 
the  Northern  States.  It  was  painted  in  colors 
as  glowing  as  any  which  can  possibly  be  used 
on  the  present  occasion.  Bnt  what  did  Con- 
gress do  I  Were  they  deterred  by  these  argu- 
ments f  Not  at  all.  They  passed  the  bill  on 
the  principle  that  neoeBHl7  was  aboTe  law,  and 
they  directed  the  servant  to  be  enrolled  widi- 
ont  his  master's  consent  Some  of  these  re- 
cruits fell  in  battle,  or  by  other  casualties  of 
the  military  service.  But  was  such  a  thing 
ever  beard  of  as  the  maater  of  such  an  appren- 
tice, coming  to  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of 
his  servant^  time,  or  the  expense  of  medictU 
attendance?  Never.  Yet  gentlemen  cannot 
show  any  valid  distinction  between  such  a  case 
and  that  in  this  bill.  The  difference  depends 
only  on  tiie  degree  of  loss  or  hardship,  and  not 
at  all  on  the  principle.  But,  more :  a  servant 
with  a  team  was  fordbly  impressed,  and  in  the 
Impressment  the  servuit  was  alaia.  His  master 
had  a  rij^t  to  his  service.  He  was  taken  not 
by  law,  bat  by  the  exigences  of  war,  contrary 
to  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  yet  it  was 
never  so  muoh  as  even  pretended,  that  the 
Government  must  pay  for  his  loss.  The  pres- 
ent bill  rests  on  the  same  principle ;  and  if  you 
allow  the  clwm  of  D'Auterive,  you  must  go 
back  and  include  all  such  cases  as  those  I  have 
mentioned. 

After  an  ineffectual  attempt,  by  Hr.  Mitohell, 
of  South  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  the  committee  rose  and 
rqjwrted,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
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UoHDAT,  January  T. 
JEtemotal  of  Indians, 
Hr.  MoLkan,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the 
expediency  and  practicability  of  coDgregatil^ 
the  Indian  tribes,  now  residing  east  of  the  Vu- 
sissippi  Biver,  to  the  west  of  that  river,  and  id 
establiahing  a  Government  over  them,  Ac, 
made  a  detdled  report,  accompanied  by  the 
follow^  bill,  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted: 

"  A  bin  making  apprmntatlon  to  defray  tbe  ex- 
pense of  certun  Inalsns  who  propose  to  eid* 

grate. 

"  Se  it  enacUd,  That,  to  enable  a  deputa- 
tion of  tbe  Chickasaw  and  other  lodians,  to  be 
joined  by  such  persons  as  the  President  vf  the 
United  States  may  appoint  for  that  purpose,  to  ex- 
amine the  country  west  of  tbe  Misaisaii^  for  tbe 
purpose  of  selecting  a  portion  of  it  for  a  penna* 
D«Dt  home,  the  sum  of  fifteen  tbonsand  doUara  be, 
and  the  same  la  hereby  approjaiated,  to  be  paid 
from  any  money  in  tbe  Ifesenry,  not  otherwiac  a^ 
propriated." 

Case  of  Captured  .^/KeaniL 

The  bill  trom  the  Senate  to  anthoriM  the 
oanoelUsg  of  a  bond  therun  menticmed,  was 

twice  read. 

It  having  been  moved  that  the  biU  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 

Hr.  P.  F.  Babbodb  (Churman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary)  expressed  his  convic- 
tion that  the  reference  was  wholly  unnecessary. 
The  Committee  on  the  Jndiiuary  had  had  the 
sabject-matter  of  this  bill  alrea^  before  them, 
and  bad  reported  a  bill  to  the  House,  td  vhidi, 
he  believea,  this  was  a  tranaerint,  toHdem  veritL 
The  cireanutances  of  the  case  ne  vonld  state : 

A  vessel,  called  *'  the  Antelope,"  had  been 
captured  by  one  of  our  own  revenue  officers^ 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  with  a 
cargo  of  140  African  negroes.  The  vessel  had 
been  libelled,  and  claims  had  been  set  upon  the 
part  of  certain  Portuguese  and  fipaniarda,  for 
a  portion  of  the  slaves.  One  hundred  of  the 
negroes  had  l>een  sent  to  Cape  Hesurado,  in 
Africa ;  but  89  of  them  had  been  decreed  to 
the  Spanish  claimants.  The  case  had  beea 
some  time  before  tbe  Federal  Coorts  oi  Geor- 
gia, and  had  beoi  rraaoved  by  Sf^eal  to  Ae 
Supreme  Ooarfc  of  the  United  States.  U  had 
been  pending,  in  all,  about  eight  years.  Dar- 
ing the  whole  of  that  time,  tnese  imfortanate 
creatnres  had  been  detained  in  the  custody  of 
the  Marshal,  and  in  this  interval,  many  of  them 
had  been  married,  and  become  heads  of  £uu- 
lies — had  been  partially  domesticated  with  ns^ 
and  were  desirous  of  remaining  in  this  coon- 
try.  The  Spanish  dumants,  however,  (w1m> 
resided  in  Cuba,)  sent  an  order  to  have  the 
whole  number  tnui^rted  to  that  island ;  bnt 
a  Southern  gentieman,  {Hr.  Whhb,  o(  Geor- 
gia,) a  member  of  this  Howe,  not  now  in  his 
■ea^  in  a  ^irit  of  pun  bMuvwenoet  and  fnm 
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DO  motires,  whateTer,  of  interest  or  selfishness, 
had,  from  mere  kindneas,  boaght  oat  the  Span- 
ish claim,  and  paid  ont  all  the  expenses  in  the 
ooorta,  which  were  very  heavy.  By  a  regala- 
tioo,  however,  of  the  Court  in  Georgia,  be  is 
bonnd  to  give  a  bond,  to  tran^rt  these  ne- 
groes beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States^ 
and  his  pn^^r  ^  that  the  bond  be  oan- 
eelled.  The  effect  of  granting  it  will  be  to 
leave  these  n^roee  and  their  children  in  the 
United  States,  instead  of  having  them  tran- 
sported to  Onba,  and  he  need  submit  no  re- 
marks to  this  Honse,  either  on  the  difference 
of  treatment  thej  would  here  experience  from 
what  thej  might  expect  there,  or  on  the  pain- 
ful severity  of  breaking  those  near  and  tender 
ties  which  bind  the  hosband  to  his  wife,  and 
the  parent  to  hia  child.  If  the  bond  referred 
to  were  not  cancelled,  the  transportation  of  the 
whole  must  inevitably  take  plaoe.  Ue  pre- 
Bomed  there  conid  be  but  one  feeling  in  Qio 
bosom  of  the  Honae  as  to  ancb  an  alternative, 
especially  as  the  measure  would  be  prodacUve 
01  no  possible  evil,  while  it  went  to  mitigate 
that  load,  which,  under  any  circumstances, 
most  press  but  too  heavily.  He  had,  indeed, 
heard  a  suggestion  whispered,  that  this  bill 
was  meant  to  cover  the  infamy  of  evading  the 
law  which  prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves. 
Did  he  believe  that  it  had  the  remotest  possi- 
ble connection,  he  would  be  the  last  to  counte- 
nance it  on  any  other  occasion,  which  went  to 
increase  the  number  of  that  unhappy  popula- 
tion. But  where  there  was  no  possible  con- 
nection with  BOoh  a  design,  whfffe  the  slave 
vessel  had  been  captured  by  onr  own  ofBeer, 
and  these  unhappy  people  had  been  detidned  in 
the  country  in  consequence  <^  unforeseen  lid- 

fation,  and  where  a  gentleman,  in  the  pore 
induess  of  his  heart,  had  stepped  forward,  at 
an  actual  pecuniary  sacrifice,  to  save  them  from 
being  torn  from  eaoh  other,  he  could  conceive 
of  no  reason  why  the  House  ^onld  refuse  the 
request  that  this  bill  should  go  at  mce  to  its 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Weight,  of  Ohio,  said  a  fbw  words  on 
the  importanoe  of  the  question  involved  in  the 
bill 

ICr.  BiXBouB,  disol^ming  all  desire  of  ]^re- 
(dpttation,  and  to  idlow  time  tar  full  inquiry, 
moved  to  lay  iha  bill  <m  ibo  tMa, 

Gau     Marigny  DAvUrivt. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marigny  D  Auterive 
was  taken  up,  and  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cohdiot  in  the  ohur, 
on  that  bill — the  amendment  of  Mr.  Livrao* 
STON  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Cla£K,  of  New  York,  swd,  being  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill  under  ooosideraUon,  and  having  assented 
to  the  report,  he  would  claim  the  indulgeaoe  of 
the  committee  ton  a  few  momenta,  n^ile  he 
•■signed  the  reasons  whloh  induoed  Mm  to 
■anotion  tlw  report  I  regret,  said  Ur.  0.,  that 
It  ahotdd  have  been  thon^t  prc^  by  honn^ 
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able  gentlemen,  at  this  time,  and  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  enter  into  a  grave  diecusaon  of  the 

auestion  whether  slaves  are  property.  I  regret 
aat  a  sense  of  duty  should  have  compelled  my 
honorable  friends  from  the  South  to  start  a 
point  which  I  had  imaged  had  long  ainoe 
oeen  settled;  and  I  still  more  regret  that  this 
debate  fkimishes  an  opportunity  of  getting  up, 
with  new  dresses  end  machinery,  and  for  stage 
effect,  a  second  edition  of  a  seno-oomico  play, 
entttied  the  "  Missouri  Plot."  Is  the  ghost  of 
the  MiBsoori  Qoestion  again  to  be  mvched, 
with  solemn  and  terrific  aspect,  through  these 
halls  ?  Is  it  agun  to  "  shake  its  gory  locks  at 
us,"  and,  pointing  with  one  hand  to  the  North, 
and  with  the  other  to  the  South,  and  gazing  its 
blood-shotten  eye  on  slavery,  written  on  the 
escutoheon  of  the  constitution,  to  proclaim, 
with  unearthly  voice.  "  out  damned  ^)ot?  "  I 
had  imagined  that  this  subject  had  received  ita 

Quietus ;  that  it  had  gone  to  the  "  tomb  oi  the 
lapuleta,"  and  that  its  epitq>h  had  been  writ- 
ten "  Biquuteat  in  paee,^''  Sir,  is  there  any 
necessity,  at  thb  time,  to  disturb  its  repose  I  I 
thiDk  not.  Sufficient  for  the  day  Is  the  evil 
thereof.  Some  restiess  spirit — some  future 
Catiline — appealing  to  the  worst  passions  of 
his  countrymen,  will  be  found  ready  to  **  sound 
the  trumpet,  and  wake  its  resurrection." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Loul^ana 
seemed  to  think,  that,  to  deny  the  right  of 
compensation  iu  this  case,  would  be  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  the  constitution,  and  dissolve 
the  Union.  If  snob  is  to  be  the  result,  the 
subject  should  be  ^n)roaohed  with  great  cau- 
tion, and  dlsooased  with  temperance  and  mod- 
eration. I  apprehend  the  gentleman  is  in- 
debted more  to  his  fancy  than  his  judgment  tat 
his  fearful  forebodings,  and  that  this  question 
can  be  settled  without  doing  violraoe  to  the 
constitution,  and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve 
the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholder.  The  gentie- 
man  from  Alabama  thought  now  was  the 
proper  time  to  settie  the  question.  Sir,  the 
question  has  long  since  been  settied.  If  1  un- 
derstood the  gentieman  itom  Sonth  Carolina, 
he  seemed  to  think  that  this  Bouse  had  no 
right  or  power  to  settle  the  qoestioD,  and  could 
nc4,  so  long  as  the  oonatitnoon,  and  Confeder- 
acy under  it,  ahonld  exist  He  did  not  mean,  I 

£ resume,  that  the  oltizens  of  the  South— 
igh-minded,  gallant,  and  patriotic  people- 
would  not  submit  to  a  decision  of  this  Hoose. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood,  Z  presume, 
that  if;  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  proper  dis- 
position of  tiiis  amendment,  it  should  be  de* 
oided  that  a  slave  is  not  property,  in  the  ahso* 
lute,  unqualified  sense  of  the  term,  that  then  it 
would  be  high  time,  la  the  language  of  a 
learned  Doctor  of  the  South,  to  inquire  of 
what  benefit  to  us  Is  our  Union  f  He  undoubt- 
edly meant  that  the  question  had  long  since 
been  decided  by  &e  constitution,  by  the  slaTft* 
holding  States,  and  by  the  o[nnions  of  the  first 
men  of  Uie  South,  and,  therefino^  it  was  not  to 
be  doubted:  and  in  thiS|  sir,  I  entirely  agne. 


Com     Jfaryy  lyAwUriM, 
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B;r  ^  iitti<nial  compact,  davea,  for  certain 
purposes,  are  considered  as  persons,  and,  for 
certain  puiposea,  as  property.  It  is  a  fixed 
principle  in  the  constitation,  that  representa- 
tion is  based  on  numbers,  and  not  on  wealth. 
In  the  apportionment  of  the  representation  in 
Congress,  amongst  the  several  States,  under  tbe 
Donstitation,  this  prindple  was  muntoined,  bj 
adding  to  the  free  white  poinlation  three- fijfths 
of  all  other  "  persons,"  what  persons.  So 
nudons  were  Uie  TCnerable  framera  of  the  con- 
stitution to  avoid  offence;  so  studious  were 
tbey  to  treat  a  sobject  so  full  of  embarrass- 
ment, with  the  utmost  delicacy,  that  they  can- 
tioudy  omitted  the  word  "  slave."  So,  in  the 
•tb  aection  of  the  first  arUcle,  they  are  oaUed 
**  persons."  Would  to  Ood,  sir,  that  the  same 
toidemeas  of  the  feelings  of  others,  and  the 
lame  anxiety  to  avoid  offence,  were  more  the 
ehuacteristics  of  more  modem  politicians. 
Then  shall  we  hear  no  more  of  Sou^em  na- 
bobs and  Southon  negro-drivers — ^oamea  used 
for  the  purpose  of  party  excitement,  and  of 
arr^iag  pasuons  and  prcjudioea  ot  one 
portion  of  our  oouutiy  agunst  anoUier.  That 
■Uvery  ia  an  evil,  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinica.  But  the  constitation  found  ua  in  the 
possession  of  slaves ;  it  has  recognized  them  as 
an  effective  portion  of  our  population,  and  it  is 
enough  for  us  to  know,  as  far  as  humanity  is 
concerned,  that  Qietj  are  better  clothed  and  fed, 
and  more  happy,  than  they  woold  l>e  in  a  state 
of  emancipation.  Liberty  to  them,  under  their 
present  inability  to  ^preciate,  and  incapacity 
to  relish  its  enjoyments,  woald  be  a  corse.  No 
one  who  consnlta  their  htmpiness,  or  the  good 
of  the  BepubUo,  would  wish  to  see  them  enun- 
opated,  and  tamed  adrift  on  the  community. 
The  oonatitution,  then,  for  certain  purpoeea,  re- 
nrda  davea  as  *'  persona,"  and,  sir,  for  a  very 
nnportant  pur^KMe.  It  g^ves  to  them,  or  to 
their  masters  m  their  ri^t,  a  portion  of  our 
national  representation.  But  it  will  be  s^d 
tiiat  this  was  the  result  of  mutual  ootopromise 
and  oonoesston.  Tea,  sir,  it  was ;  bat  it  was  a 
compromise  based  on  equivalents,  and  one  of 
those  eqoivalents  resulting  from  the  principle 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  ia  the  right  of 
Government,  when  threatened  with  deatruo- 
Uaa,  to  use  slaves  for  tbe  purpose  of  national 
defence,  and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to 
be  oflUea  on  tor  indemnifioadoa. 

Sr^  the  conatitutitu  views  alavei  in  the  some 
Iicht«  iiid  the  ilaveholding  States  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption.  It  has  given  no  new  diaracter 
to  these  anomaloue  beings.  The  States  had 
always  considered  them  tub  modo  as  persons. 
They  were  considered  by  the  laws  of  the  States 
aa  a  species  of  animals,  neither  belonging  to 
the  morml  or  material  world,  but  holding  a  mid- 
dle station  between  both.  The  constitution 
having  thus  found  them,  left  them  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  States  as  property  of  a  peculiar 
character — property  so  far  as  their  liberty  and 
services  were  subject  to  tbe  uncoDtrolled  will 
of  tiieir  moBter^property  so  far  aa  they  were 


the  subjects  of  sole;  bat  personi  so  Car  aa  tbe 
lives  and  limbs  were  protected  from  violation — 
so  far  aa  the  right  of  trial,  in  some  eaaea  by 
justices,  and  in  others  by  a  jury,  vaa  ooft- 
cerned ;  and  so  far  as  they  increued  the  noi- 
tional  representation  the  States  owniitf 
them.  The  laws  of  Vir^nia,  I  think,  secured 
to  them  these  rights — n^its  which  can  onlj 
belfuig  to  persMU,  as  membns  of  the  body  ^ti- 
itio,  monu  b^ngs,  ud  the  snUecta  <tf  pamsb* 
ment.  Inmore  modem  lames  ueseri^ta  ban 
been  ralaned.  In  ICssouri  th^  baTO  Uw 
right,  in  ^  cases  of  imputed  crime,  that  a 
Grand  Jury  should  pass  upon  the  case,  to  a 
trial  by  a  Petit  Jury,  to  the  nenefits  of  counsel, 
and  are  subject  in  most  caaes  to  the  same  pun- 
ishment which  would  be  inflicted  on  a  white 
man  for  the  same  offence.  The  same  statnta 
which  declares  slaves  to  be  perstmsl  iffimjer^. 
likewise  confers  on  them  penonol  and  pci£tioas 
rights. 

This,  sir,  is  no  new  dootrine.  At  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  ooustitntion,  it  was  well 
understood.  In  the  fi4th  nomber  of  the  Eed- 
eraiist,  we  have  from  the  pen  of  lb-.  Madman^ 
whose  opinions  on  all  aubjeeta,  and  eqwdaDy 
on  this,  ore  mtltled  to  great  respect,  an  expo- 
sition of  the  views  of  the  people  of  tbe  Sostl^ 
so  &r  aa  he  understood  them.  He  says :  The 
slave  ia  no  less  evidently  regarded  by  law  aa  a 
member  of  society,  not  aa  a  part  of  the  irra- 
tional creation ;  aa  a  moral  person,  not  a  mere 
article  of  property.  The  Federal  Constitution, 
therefore,  decides,  with  great  [nopriety,  on  tbe 
case  of  our  slaves,  when  it  views  them  in  the 
mixed  character  of  persons  and  property.  Una 
is,  in  fact,  their  true  character." 

Both  humanity  and  reli^on  sanotioiis  this 
declaration,  which  dedares  that  slaves  aic^  in 
some  respects,  "  penmis."  It  is  imposraUe,  in 
this  age,  to  form  any  idea  of  the  absolute, 
direct,  and  unqualified  dominion,  as  ^tplicaUe 
to  a  human  being.  It  is  impossible  to  reoondle 
this  s(nt  of  property  with  the  fact,  that  tb^ 
are  possessed  of  personal  rights.  If  thej  are 
property,  in  the  unrestrained  sense  of  the  term, 
why  do  iJiey  not  mingle  with  the  oommoD  mass 
of  matter,  and  be  treated  like  the  "  brutes  that 
perish  ? "   Has  the  master  the  same  kind  <ii 

Sroperty  in  the  slave  that  he  has  in  his  ox  I 
[o  one  will  answer  in  the  affirmative.  This 
coDstructimi  of  the  constitution,  and  of  la-wa  of 
the  slaveholding  States,  secures  tbe  latter  in 
the  an<tisturbed  posaeerion  of  the  slave  ]vop- 
erty,  except  in  tiie  extraordinary  case  of  war, 
when  the  Govemmrat,  threatened  with  anni- 
hilation, calls  to  its  aid,  for  the  purpose  tA  «elf- 
preservation,  all  its  moral  and  phyucal  Uxet. 
Then  it  is  that  the  Governmoit  hu  a  ri^it  to 
call  upon  the  slaveholding  States  fbr  tbe  equiv- 
olent  for  an  increased  r^resentatim  in  omu»- 
quence  of  the  slaves. 

The  gentleman  from  Loniaiana  has  said,  that 
no  property  could  be  rightfully  impr^sedl 
This,  air,  is  a  novel  doctrine.  Every  writer,  in 
treating  of  the  rights  of  sovereign^i  from,  tb» 
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first  to  th«  last,  tells  70a,  that,  when  a  nation 
b  at  war,  strag^ing  for  existenoe,  H  has  the 
right  to  KvaSl  itself  of  all  its  m$m,  whether 
the  Bobjeot  is  willing,  or  whether  he  is  not. 
At  anoh  a  time,  it  does  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  its  population  be  bond  or  free,  black 
or  white ;  if  they  can  use  the  bayonet,  or  point 
tiie  musket,  it  is  their  duty  to  rally  round  the 
standard  of  their  country,  and,  if  neeesaary, 
sacrifice  their  IWes  in  her  preservation.  And 
here  there  is  no  discretion.  If  it  is  the  right 
of  the  Oovemment  to  command,  tiie  «nbject  is 
voder  a  oorresponding  oblation  to  obey. 

We  hare  been  also  tolc^  that  no  precedent 
ma  be  set  op  aninst  the  eonstitutim.  Iliis  is 
not  dlmuted.  But  practice  and  preoedent  are 
resortM  to,  with  gnat  pnKiriety,  to  ascertain 
fhe  ^ews  <a  enligntenea  poiitldans  and  states- 
DMB ;  and,  in  some  measure,  to  learn  the  pre- 
vailing seotimeut  of  the  a^.  Shall  we  r^eoC 
the  experience  of  past  times,  the  opinions  of 
the  great  and  good,  and  continue  forever  in  a 
state  of  politioal  infoncy  1  If,  sir,  there  is  no 
precedent  to  be  found,  from  the  earliest  |>eriod 
of  our  history,  where  a  slave  has  been  paid  for, 
under  circumstances  like  the  present,  it  is, 
to  me,  strong  presumptive  protn,  that,  in  the 

Siinion  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolution,  and 
e  statesmen  <»  after  times,  no  such  compen- 
wtion  on^t  to  be  allowed.  The  gentieman 
from  Ohio  has  informed  us,  and,  no  doubt, 
teoly  Informed  us,  that  neither  the  war  of  our 
first  or  second  independence  (tarnish  any  pre- 
cedents. 

Le^;islation  famishes  no  instance  of  remu- 
neration. The  aot  of  April  0th,  1616,  author- 
ized a  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  owner 
of  certain  enumerated  articles  which  had  been 
impressed  into  the  service,  and  had  been  dam- 
aged, captured,  or  destryoed,  but  is  nUeut  as  to 
slaves.  This  oould  not  have  been  an  uninten- 
tional omission,  as  it  must  have  been  known 
that  many  cases  like  the  present  existed ;  aad, 
as  I  am  informed,  notwithstanding  the  term 
propMi7,  in  one  section  the  aot,  is  used  in 
its  widest  sense,  no  dum  was  presented  to  the 
oommisnoners  nnder  that  act  for  allowance. 

Why  was  it  that  Govenimeat  clamed  of 
Great  Britun  indemnity  for  tiie  slaves  cap- 
tured and  taken  away  during  the  late  war? 
Was  it  on  the  ground  that  they  were  "  proper- 
ty t "  If  BO,  Ctovemment  has  made  an  odious 
^stinetion  between  its  citizens.  On  this  prin- 
<uple,  it  should  have  claimed  indemnity  for 
property  of  every  description,,  captured  or  de- 
stroyed. But  no  such  claim  has  been  set  up. 
The  principle  on  which  our  Government  claimed 
pay  ibrthe  slara^and  on  which  it  was  allowed 
by  the  British  Government,  must  have  been  that 
th^  were  persons,  hnmu  beings,  haring  seme 
political  rights,  and,  as  sneh,  should  have  been 
restored  to  their  country  on  the  return  of 
peace. 

From  these  oonnderatlons,  sir,  I  am  led  to 
fhe  concladon,  that  slaves,  for  certain  pur- 
poses, are  peraims ;  that  their  masters  hsTe  in 


them  only  a  qualified  property ;  that  (Govern- 
ment, in  cases  of  hi^  neoessity,  growing  out 
of  a  state  of  war,  has  a  ri^t  to  impress  them 
into  its  military  service,  without  the  Uabllity  of 
beingjostiy  called  on  for  indemnification. 

It  is  idle  declamation,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  black 
population  of  this  country,  disconnected  from 
the  political  disabilities  under  which  they  labor. 
The  phUanthropist  may  inveigh  against  slavery. 
He  may  urge  the  consideration  that  they  are  of 
tiie  same  nesh  and  blood  with  ourselves,  de- 
scended from  a  common  ancestry,  having  Uke 
passions  to  gratify,  and  faculties  to  improve, 
aotwuntable  to  we  common  Creator,  and  des- 
tined to  the  same  immortality.  This  would  all 
be  fine :  but  the  politician  must  view  them  as 
they  are,  sunk  to  the  lowest  point  of  mental 
and  politioal  degradation,  and  wait  with  pv 
tience  for  the  developments  of  fhturity. 

Mr.  Rajtoolpu,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and 
said :  Hy  motive  for  throwing  myself  on  the 
attention  of  the  House — (I  was  indisposed,  and 
necessarily  absent  when  this  question  was  last 
agitated)--^y  motive  for  throwing  myself  on 
the  attention  of  the  House,  is  earnestly  to  re- 
quest— I  could  almost  say  adjure — but  certainly 
respectfully  and  earnestly  to  ask,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  this  House  south  of  the  Ohio,  and  west 
of  the  Hisraasippi,  will  delute  this  question- 
will  deign— inll  condescend,  to  debate  the 
pdflt  whuih  has  ariien— I  mean,  whether  per^ 
sons  can  or  cannot  be  prc^terfy ;  or  will  uow 
that  the  Gennral  Oovemment  cut,  at  any  tim^ 
under  any  circnmBtances,  in  any  manner,  touch 
that  question.  I  certainly  am  obliged  to  my 
worthy  colleague  (Ur.  F.  P.  Barbouk)  tar 
some  of  his  remarks ;  but  I  should  have  beea 
full  as  much  so  if  he  had  omitted  them. 

This  is  a  question  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with.  It  never  had, 
and  it  never  can  have ;  for  the  moment  it  Ii^s 
its  unhallowed  hands  upon  the  ark  of  that 
questiiHi,  it  oeasM  to  be  a  Government.  We 
have  been  UAd  by  the  gentlanao  from  Kew 
York,  that  this  qnestiim  has  been  settled  forty 
years  since.  Sir,  it  was  settled  two  hundred 
years  since.  It  has  been  settied  from  the  d^ 
on  which  the  first  cam*  of  Africans  was  landed 
on  these  shores,  under  the  colonial  Govern- 
ment. What  new  di^inotitm  is  this,  about 
persons  not  bem^  property — as  if  there  were 
any  incompatibility  between  the  twot  Sir, 
there  is  none:  there  never  has  been  any. 
Property  is  the  creation  of  the  law.  What  the 
law  midces  property,  that  is  property ;  and 
what  it  declares  to  be  not  property,  that  is  not 
pn^>erty.  There  is  no  other  distinction.  The 
qnestioa  has  been  settied  during  tiie  Imigest 
term  of  prescription,  for  mwe  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. It  has  been  settled  erer  ance  these 
States  first  threw  off  their  aUegianoe  to  the 
British  Government. 

I  hope  the  gentieman  from  Kew  Twk  will 
pardon  me.  I  thank  him  for  much  that  he 
sdd,  especially  for  the  manner  in  which  ho 
ep6k»  of  his  Sonthem  brethren.  Hie  gentSe- 
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man  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me.  I  certainly 
have  every  species  of  good  feeling  towards 
him.  Bat  I  must  take  exception  to  one  term 
he  employed.  He  spoke  of  "  onr  second  war 
of  independence."  I  object  to  this  language, 
becaose  I  never  can  agree,  either,  that  ve  were 
davefl  before  the  first  war,  or  that  we  were  not 
independent  when  the  eecond  war  was  de- 
clared. But  this  is  aside  from  the  snbject.  I 
Bay  that  slaves  are  made  property  by  the  law ; 
and  yon  cannot  nnmake  them  so,  any  more  than 
yon  can  alter  the  British  debt,  or  the  tithes,  or 
any  thing  which  yon  choose  to  consider  as  an 
abase  in  any  foreign  country.  When  gentle- 
men tell  me  that  the  constitution  is  to  protect 
ns  in  that  species  of  property,  I  answer,  it  is 
like  the  protection  of  the  wolf  to  the  lamb. 
We  scorn  it  We  deny  it.  It  is  created  prop- 
erty by  pur  law,  and  our  own  State  Govern- 
ments are  able  to  carry  that  law  into  execution. 
We  do  not  the  aid  of  any  Qovenunent 
yrhatever. 

Th«  gentlanan  allnded,  in  one  part  of  his 
speech,  to  the  Uissouri  question.  8ir,  the  His- 
aonii  question  never  has  been  settled.  There 
vas  a  spirit  mingling  in  that  question,  which, 
as  was  once  sud  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hunpshire,  (Mr.  Bastlbtt,)  was  endeavoring 
"to  buy  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of 
men."  A  poison  was  infased  into  the  decinon 
of  that  question.  I  never  fait  it  to  be  any  tri- 
unpfa,  nor  do  I  now. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  Hoose,  whether,  under 
the  laws  of  old  B<Hne,  a  man  who  was  a  slave 
waa  uiy  the  ieas  property,  because,  f orsootlL  he 
vaa  a  pwsont  His  being  a  perKm  it  waa  uiat 
made  him  sntject  to  beocamng  pn^Mrty,  be- 
caose hia  master  had  need  of  nis  aervicea.  I 
might  ask,  too,  what  Is  the  utuation  of  other 
Governments  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  but  I 
will  not  now  pursue  that  inquiry.  We  w6re 
told  something,  I  know  not  very  well  what, 
about  humanity,  and  benevolence,  and  religion. 
Sir,  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question. 
We  are  not  to  depend  on  individual  views  of 
humanity  and  religion.  It  is  upon  the  compact 
— Ita  let  icriptu  ett — that  is  what  we  have  to 
depMkd  upon.  Ton  may  oant  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  about  whether  yoor  religion  is  that  of 
tiie  Jew  or  the  Gentile.  Yonr  rui^n  cannot 
intofere  in  the  qneation.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  say  that  it  oannot  intwfere  with  those 
Tho  are  the  ant^ecta  of  the  qneation. 

Suppose  the  iramcrs  of  the  ranstitution,  in- 
stead of  using  the  terms  which  they  have  done, 
In  relation  to  slavery,  (and  I  think  it  was  with 
much  more  delicacy  than  policy  that  they  in- 
troduced such  a  periphrasis  as  they  have  done,) 
had  omitted  the  sabject  altogether.  Supposing 
the  clause  for  continuing  the  slave  trade  for  a 
limited  time,  was  not  t£ere :  how  would  you 
have  cot  hold  of  any  pretext  whatever  to  bring 
the  snmect  under  yoor  role  or  jorisdiction. 

Sir,  nomanity  and  religion  are  very  good 
thinga  in  thetr  proper  places ;  but  we  have  no 
to  make  onr  homanity  and  onr  religion 
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the  rule  of  other  men^s  actions  within  the 
sphere  of  neither.  I  will  put  a  case — and  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood ;  that  I  shall 
be  fudged  by  my  words,  and  not  by  any  ^oss 
which  may  be  put  upon  them  here  or  «lae> 
where.  I  will  put  it  for  the  sake  of  patting  a 
case,  uid,  that  I  may  not  be  accused  of  libel- 
ling other  States,  I  will  snimoae  that  my  own 
State,  the  State  of  Virnnia,  had  made  the 
abose  of  a  alave  not  poniahabw  at  all,  and  that 
slaves  were  daily  and  cmelly  and  inhninanly 
murdered  by  the  masters,  ^a  thing  aa  ma<a 
within  the  range  of  probabihty  aa  many  state- 
ments I  have  heard,)  what  would  be  the  reme- 
dy ?  Would  it  be  found  in  this  Hoose  t  Can 
you  punish  murder  CKwamitted  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Potomac  ?  Your  jurisdiction  is  confined 
to  yonr  own  territory,  district,  forts,  and  dock- 
yards. You  may  cry  yonr  eyes  out  with  hu- 
manity, but  you  coiUd  not  touch  this  matter. 
The  thhig  is  in  its  proper  place :  it  ia  onder  the 
jurisdiction  of  men  m  aa  mooh  learning  and 
talent,  and  aa  moeh  hmnanity  and  rdlnoiL  aa 
can  anywhere  be  fonnd,  who,  knowing  uie  ras- 
ease,  know  the  remedy,  and  do  not  choose  te 
suffer  quacks  to  "  step  in  where  angels. fear  to 
tread."  Agiun,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the 
representation  of  this  description  of  perscMu  in 
the  Constitution  of  1787,  was  a  compromise. 
No,  sir,  it  was  none.  There  was  no  oompro- 
mise  about  it,  farther  than  the  whole  ctmstita- 
tion  was  a  compromise.  We  wanted  a  repre- 
sentation for  our  whole  population;  but  we 
were  weak  enough  to  agree,  that  one-lidf  U 
that  popnlation  uoold  he  repreaented  by  on^ 
three-mUia  d  that  half.  Soppoae,  now,  that 
this  had  been  a  r^olation  for  the  white  pom- 
lation,  and  not  for  the  black :  how  wonla  that 
affe<^  the  qoestion  t  It  woold  not  have  tondked 
the  righta  ot  the  whites.  A  compnHnise,  sir  I 
No ;  there  was  no  cranpromise ;  and  why  not  1 
Because,  in  1767,  t^ere  existed  not  a  man  ia 
this  continent,  who  dared  so  much  as  breathe 
a  whisper  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government  to  touch  the  question  at  aU :  nor 
can  they  touch  it  now.  This  Government  haa 
no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  £han  of  Tar- 
tary.  We  are  all  Representatives  of  respe^^ 
ble,  and  scone  of  m,  oi  ancient  and  pow^fol 
oomm<mwealths ;  and  cor  lawa  will,  may,  and 
must  exeeote  themsetvea.  There  may  be  agit^ 
tora,  and  I  know  there  is  some  real  or  aActed 
agitation  fl  mean  without  the  Soatfaan  IStidce) 
on  the  sDojeot  of  slavery;  and  the  effect  of 
this  agitation  may  be  to  mute  the  slaves  them- 
selves more  miserable,  but  that  will  be  the  aom 
total  of  its  effect. 
One  word  more,  ur,  and  I  have  done.  Sop- 

Cthst  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  who 
just  spoken  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
learned  gentleman  from  Louisiana— for,  in 
reference  to  his  professional  acquirements,  no 
man  better  deserved  the  tiUe — were  true,  then 
we  moat  lose  three-fiAha,  and  the  igngiiB>| 
for  only  two-fifths  of  the  valoe  of  uw  daTta 
carried  awi^  during  tbe  last  war,  hcciMi— 
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three-flfthfl  of  each  man  waa  person,  and  two- 
fifths  property  I  This  reminds  one  of  the  jndg- 
ment  of  Solomon,  whioh  we  see  depicted  in  the 
Tapestrj,  (and  in  that  Book  of  which  X  ever 
desire  to  speak  with  respect,)  who  ordered  the 
child,  disputed  for  by  two  mothers,  to  be  equal- 
ly divided  between  them ;  bat  his  was  a  more 
practicable  mle,  it  was  a  rerttcal  cnt  from  top 
to  bottom.  [Some  members  smiling  at  this  allu- 
sion.] I  did  not  intend,  sir,  by  tms  remark,  to 
excite  any  merriment. 

Permit  me  again  to  ask,  before  I  ^t  down, 
that  no  man  wiH  deign  eyer  to  disonas  tliia 
qimtion.  Tlus  is  not  the  aooepted  time."  If 
«Ter  that  time  does  arrive,  as  I  rincerely  hope 
it  never  wUl,  onr  bnnness,  sir,  wlU  not  be  here, 
but  at  home.  Our  bmdnras  will  be,  to  make 
our  escape  if  we  can,  for  this  House  will  then 
be  to  us  the  den  of  Oacns.  Our  business,  I  re- 
peat, will  be,  not  here,  but  at  home.  And  let 
me,  on  the  other  hand,  remind  those  gentlemen 
who  differ  from  me  on  this  question,  (and  dif- 
fer, no  doubt,  as  conscientiously  from  me  as  I 
do  from  them,)  that  it  was  jost  ten  years  from 
the  first  stirring  of  the  qnestioa  of  the  right  of 
Great  Brit^  to  tax  the  ooloniea,  until  the 
spirit  was  got  up  which  ended  in  s  sqwration. 
2t  took  ten  years  of  goading  to  bring  us  to  that 
iK^t  Sir,  the  relation  tff  the  States  to  the 
General  Government  resembles,  in  some  re- 
spects, another  sort  of  union,  more  tender  and 
more  sacred  in  its  character;  yet  even  that 
will  not  bear  continual  provocation— even  that 
near  and  strong  relation  may  be  torn  asunder, 
though  there  are  pledges  of  their  loves  to  bind 
the  subjects  of  it  together.  He  may  be  a  very 
ncnte  man — ^he  may  be  a  very  learned  man — 
and  he  may  be  in  a  triun  to  become  a  very  able 
man,  bat  he  is  not  a  man  of  observation  and 
experience,  who  does  not  see  that  a  temper  has 
been  excited,  and  is  exoiting  now  m  this  snb- 
ject,  whioh  it  is  not  less  the  dnty  tlian  the  in- 
terest of  every  member  <tf  this  HonseL  in  every 
possible  mode,  to  allay.  I  know,  and  I  speak 
**  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness "  when  I 
■ay,  that  I  know  that  the  reflecting  part  of  our 
eoontry  will  unite  with  me  in  this  sentiment — 
even  among  those  who  have  cocyured  up  all 
those  chimeras  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  whioh 
we  have  bo  often  seen  portrayed  both  by  pen 
and  pencil.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York,  that  the  slaves  are  an  nn-* 
happy  raoe.  They,  no  doubt,  are  causes  of  nn- 
happiness  to  their  owners,  sometimes,  and  no 
doubt  they  are  unhappy  sometimes  themselves : 
for  who  is  exempt  from  unb^iness  f 

But  I  believe  that,  as  a  class,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
eAgfi  and  beli^  they  are  much  hqipier  than 
their  proiMrietors  are  now,  loaded  aa  these  are 
with  the  effects  of  a  system,  whidi  I  will  not 
now  go  into  a  disonasion  of^  and  with  the  cares, 
tnd  wants,  and  difficulties,  which  this  very 
population  brings  upon  them. 

fn  r^ptrd  to  the  cleim  to  be  provided  for,  in 
the  present  bill,  I  had  thought  that  the  old 


[H.  or  B. 

maxim  was  applicable,  inter  arma  UgM  riUnt, 
This  slave  was  taken  precisely  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  horses  and  the  cart,  A  gentle- 
man has  asked  if  slaves  are  to  be  considered  aa 
oxen  and  cattie  ?  Sir,  no  man -of  common  re- 
finement, or  any  humanity,  ever  regarded  them 
in  the  same  light  as  oxen.  Yet,  geotiemen 
should  remember  that  even  the  ox  and  h<a^ 
though  they  be  but  brutes,  have,  nevertheless, 
their  rights.  Sir,  I  fear  I  have  done,  what  I 
have  ouen  done  before,  but  very  seldom  of 
and  what  I  intend  rarely  to  do  again,  tres' 
passed  dready  too  Ifrng  aa.  uie  patiuioe  of  the 
Honse. 

Hr.  Stobbs,  of  Kew  York,  aaid  he  was  s<xnT 
the  honorable  gentieman  firom  Louisiana  had 
introduced  a  (question  which  was  so  extromely 
liable  to  be  misunderstood.  I  ciumot,  scud  Hr. 
8.,  agree  with  that  g«itleman  that,  on  the  mere 
question  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
we  are  compelled  to  determine  what  is  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  that  property  whioh  a  master  haa 
in  his  slave.  But  as  tbe  question  on  tlie 
amendment  is  a  questiou  of  compensation,  we 
must  vote  on  it.  Though  representing  a  State 
which  does  not,  at  this  time,  ocmt^n  any  slave 
population,  it  is  not  my  &ult  that  this  question 
has  been  presented.  It  has  been  brought  in, 
as  I  tiiink,  unadvisedly :  I  oonld  have  wished 
the  hcmorable  gentleman  bad  forborne  to  press 
it,  lest  some  misconstruction  might  lead  to  a 
doubt  of  our  maintaining  that  relation  whioh 
the  laws  of  some  of  the  States  have  recog^- 
nized,  and  whioh  they  suat^  between  a  slave 
and  Ids  master. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Ur.  Bakdolph,)  that  the  constitution  haa 
nothing  to  do  with  tliis  matter.  That  instru- 
ment never  fixed  the  nature  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave,  nor  of  any  other  of  our  do- 
medio  rdations,  nw  of  the  persons  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  to  each  othw.  When,  therefore^ 
gentlemen  critioize  on  the  terms  "pmcm— 
population— persMU  held  to  servioe^"  so.,  used 
in  that  instrument,  tiiey  are,  in  my  judgment, 
somewhat  hypworiticaL  .  lliose  words  were 
used,  not  for  the  purp<we  of  definition,  but  out 
of  delicacy,  and  as  laying  down  a  rule  to  be 
observed  in  taking  the  census  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  this  relation  of  the  dave  to 
bis  master!  And  what  are  the  qualities  of 
that  relation?  I  hold,  sir,  that  the  right  of  the 
master  in  his  slave  is  a  right  to  bis  service  un- 
der all  circumstances  whatsoever,  and  also  to 
the  abstdute  unqualified  control  and  custody  «( 
his  pers(Hi,  so  that  it  cannot  be  taken  frtnn  1dm 
for  purposes  of  serrioe^  nor  his  actions  regft- 
latea  by  any  pow»  but  his  own,  save  <a3j 
wbm  tiie  State  lays  its  hand  on  him  for  tbe 
punishment  of  crim&  and  the  preservation  of 
the  poblio  peace.  Yon  may  debate  the  ab- 
stract  question  as  long  as  you  will,  snd  may 
discuss  metaphysically  what  is  the  exact  nature 
of  the  right;  but,  after  all,  the  question  ia, 
what  do  the  laws  of  the  State  declare  in  which 
tbe  master  and  tbe  stave  leude  I  I  have  b*- 
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itowed  Bome  little  reflection  npon  the  snlfjeot, 
uid  the  onlj  oonolasion  to  which  I  can  bring 
my  mind,  is  that  I  bare  stated.  On  maintain- 
ing this  control  of  the  master,  rests  the  securi- 
I7  of  a  very  large  and  important  portion  of 
this  Union,  and  whoevw  interferes  with  Uie 
exereise  of  it,  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  all  those  who  inhabit  the  States  where 
WM  speeiea  o!  pn^wrfy  is  held.  This  6ovem- 
ment  oanoot  do  this.  It  is  a  qneation  not  to  be 
debated.  "So  man,  I  mean  no  man  of  U17 
seofie  and  reflection,  ever  thought  d  maintain- 
ing, tiiat  I  know  o^  that  it  was  ocHnpeteot  to 
the  General  Government  to  touch  the  question 
of  right  in  the  slightest  degree. 

WhaL  thm,  is  the  case  before  us  ?  An  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  io  the  nse  of  what  he 
was  fileased  to  oonsider  as  bis  discretion,  seized 
and  mipressed  into  the  military  service  of  the 
United  State^  a  slAve,  belonging  to  a  genUe- 
man  (tf  Loaisiana.  lliat  is,  a  mere  military 
officer  undertook  to  do  vhat  all  branches  of 
this  Gorenunut  united,  are  not  able  to  do. 
Tefc,  we  have  been  tola  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  be  had  a  right  to  make  tiiis  Impressment 
What,  sir — aa  offloer,  a  mere  creature  of  this 
Govemmentf  whose  (^ial  existence  can  be 
■w^  away  in  a  moment,  has  a  right  to  do 
what  this  Government,  with  all  its  powers, 
may  not  so  much  as  attempt  I  And  now,  he 
having  done  this — having  assumed  what  he 
called  ius  right  to  sever  the  bond  Iwtween  mas- 
ter and  slave,  and  having  made  himself  the 
Judge  how  far  he  might  carry  this  right  of  im- 
pressing whom  he  pleased,  what  are  we  asked 
to  do  f  To  adopt  his  act  as  our  own — to  make 
it  an  act  of  Government^  and,  in  conse- 
qnrace  oi  so  ad<x>ting  it,  to  indemnify  the 
loser.  On  what  ^indple,  sir,  can  we  possibly 
be  hdd  bmind  to  ludnnnify,  when  the  <^oer 
deariy  transoaided  his  duty  t'  I  disagree  with 
my  ooUeagne,  aa  to  the  power  of  impressment 
in  cases  of  danger.  An  ofGcer  eoall  never 
touch  my  person  and  property,  whenever  he 
chooses  to  determine  that  State  necessity  war- 
rants him  to  do  so.  No,  sir;  whenever  he 
does  this,  he  is  a  treq>asser.  And  if  the  State 
does  not  give  me  a  remedy  against  him,  there 
is  no  longer  such  a  thing  as  freedom  in  my 
country.  Liberty  is  gone— it  exists  no  longer. 
"We  have,  indeed,  iudenmifled  the  loser  in  some 
few  cases,  where  the  pnbUo  necessity  was  so 
great,  so  high,  so  undoiiable  as  to  overstep  all , 
obtigations  ai  lower  dnty.  But,  Uien,  we  have 
bkmanified  fbr  the  act  of  our  officers,  in  the 
character  of  tre^MSsers — and  we  took  into  our 
own  bands  to  inquire  whether  any  such  necessi- 
ty e^sted.  But,  once  admit  the  right  of  a 
mere  military  officer,  whose  sole  power  is  the 
parchment  in  his  po<^et,  and  the  epaulette 
upon  his  shoulder,  to  seize  and  impress,  when- 
ever he  may  ^ink  proper,  and  you  give  to  this 
creature  of  yoora,  authority  over  every  slave- 
holder in  tiie  Southern  Stetes — ^he  may  set 
tiiem  all  at  defiance — and  I  am  asked  to  say,  I 
will  n'W"""'  his  acts.   Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 


to  do  it  Tet  I  must  do  it  if  this  ameodment 
passes ;  for  the  prinei[de,  and  the  only  princi- 
ple on  which  we  can  grant  compeBsatjon  in 
this  case,  is,  that  we  adopt  the  lawless  tet  oi 
impressment  as  the  act  of  this  GovonmeDt, 
and  pay  for  this  slave  under  the  pretence  of 
State  necessity ;  and  what  the  officer  is  pleased 
to  call  the  salvation  of  the  coontry.  Sir,  I 
cannot  even  attempt  to  run  ont  die  oooa^ 
qnenoes  <d  estaUislung  as^  a  monstrons  prin- 
ciple, and  so  vitally  nUal  to  a  large  ]p<wUoD  of 
the  Union.  If  a  Goteral  may  do  thia,  a  Colo- 
nel may  do  U ;  if  a  Colonel,  then  a  Gqitain ; 
and  if  a  Captidn  may,  a  Sergeant,  and  so  may 
every  sabaltem,  down  to  the  lowest  cotton  tas- 
sel in  the  camp.  And  if  an  officer  from  the 
Soutiiem  States  may  do  it,  so  may  an  officer 
from  the  Northern  Statea.  Sir,  if  these  doc- 
trines are  sanctioned,  it  stwll  be  done  without 
my  consent  It  is  a  dangerous  doctrine.  Ad- 
mit it  for  a  moment,,  and  yon  strike  a  Uow  at 
tiie  security  <^  the  whole  slave  pt^mlatkm  of 
the  Southern  States.  It  is  the  aame  cub  i> 
principle  as  to  allow  the  imprewmmt  of  an  in- 
fant, apprentice,  or  servant,  In  the  Kordifn 
States.  If  there  is  any  reason  in  it,  then  every 
officer  of  the  United  Stetes  may,  at  pleasure, 
(or  in  circumstances  of  which  he  is  to  be  the 
sole  judge,)  sever  the  bond  which  unites  masts 
and  servant,  which  binds  together  parent  and 
child.  He  may  enter  our  dwelling,  dra^  our 
children  from  the  fireside,  and,  regardles  of 
his  father's  wilL  or  his  mother's  cries  and  teai^ 
force  him  to  the  camp— and,  when  there,  pot 
him  under  martial  law.  He  may  do  this---aod 
when  he  has  done  it,  we,  forsooth,  are  to  vot 
nntew  him  an  indonmlty,  to  step  in  Ua  pbwt^ 
and  assume  these  deeds  as  acts  ot  the  Goren^ 
ment  Sir,  yon  never  provided  for  sadi  a  can 
—yet  you  authorized  our  apprentioea  to  be  cft* 
listed,  without  the  consent  of  their  mastery 
and  oor  children,  without  the  consent  of  thor 
parents.  You  allowed  this  tie  to  be  severed — 
(though  the  right  of  a  father  over  the  peraca 
of  his  child  is  as  perfect  as  that  of  any  master 
over  his  servant,  and  far  more  tender,  though 
I  grant  that  the  ties  of  master  and  slave  may 
sometimes  be  of  a  tender  kind) — ^but  yon  nevw 
thought  of  granting  them  compensation.  You 
are  asked  to  make  it  in  a  case  by  no  means  so 
strong.  Yon  are  asked  to  do  that  for  one  sao- 
tioo  (tf  the  Union,  wMch  yon  never  thought  of 
doing  for  the  other.  Adopt  this  {winciple  of 
hnpressmrat,  and  yon  sanetioa  what  xnay,  at 
srane  fbtnre  day,  laid  to  conseqnenoes,  in  cm 
part  of  this  Union,  I  will  not  speak  of;  nay, 
which  I  will  not  permit  myself  even  to  thick 
upon.  The  report  of  the  Cconmittee  of  Glainia 
avoided  meddling  witli  this  qnsstiia. 


TossDJLT,  January  8. 
BaOU     IPm  OrUau. 

ySr.  HuoLnnr  moved  the  followiiig  rcaoln- 

tion: 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRBSa 


Jawdait,  1838.] 


Bitlorieat  Jawriyt. 


[H.  0*  B. 


JSMo/iwd;  That  the  Committe*  on  the  Uhtwrf 
hi  instructed  to  ioquin  into  the  expediency  of 
bftring  ui  hiatorickl  picture  of  Uie  Battle  of  New 
Orleans  poiated,  and  placed  is  one  of  the  panels 
of  the  Botondo*  And  that  thej  further  inquire 
Into  the  expedieneT  of  engaging  Wasbiogton  AU- 
■ton  to  desws  and  finish  the  work,  and,  if  exi>e- 
dient  in  bou  oontingenciea,  to  ascertain  whether, 
ud  on  what  terms,  m  can  be  so  engaged. 

lb,  HjuoLtov  Mdd:  It  wu  not  necewur, 
nor  ooold  it  be  expected  at  this  Ume,  that  he 
Bhonld  Tiadlcste  the  poli(7  which  had  dictited 
an  embeUidiment  of  this  nsdonal  building 
vith  ft  representation  of  some  of  the  most 
cherished  erents  which  adorn  oar  history. 
The  policy  itself  springs  from  a  sentiment  whidi 
may  well  be  called  instinctiTe  in  the  homan 
breast  Its  elements  are  to  be  fomid  even  in 
the  impulse  which  leads  the  savage  to  oon struct 
those  mde  memorials  by  which  he  attempts  to 
tell  of  an  a^  and  warriors  Uiat  hare  oeen. 
33at  the  sentiment  becomes  irrenstibly  power- 
ful, and  of  great  moral  efficacy,  when  it  som- 
mons  to  its  aid  the  deU^itfU  art  of  painting, 
whicih  is  the  residt  of  tiw  higheat  c(»iQitioit  of 
cirilizatlon,  and  whose  lessons  are  Inonloated 

SB  mdversal  language,  and  ia  onderstood  by 
the  children  of  men,  howerer  divided  1^ 
divers  and  conflicting  tongDes. 

Whether  the  victory  <x  the  8th  of  January 
was  an  event  wluoh,  delineated  by  the  hand  <^ 
genins,  might  be  applicable  to  some  one  of  the 
purposes  to  wbioh  the  great  moral  of  this  art 
IB  snbservient,  was  precisely  the  (jnestion  which 
he  wished  the  intelligent  committee  to  whom 
the  inqoiry  would  be  referred,  to  decide.  He 
tmsted  he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  as 
we  had  a  representation  of  the  surrender  at 
Yorktown,  by  which  our  first  war  was  closed, 
there  vodld  be  «  peooliar  fltneiB  in  pladng  by 
its  ride  a  delineation  of  that  aeUerement  whidi 
BO  brilliantly  closed  onr  second  contest. 

Withont  professit^  to  be  a  connoissenr  in 
the  art,  would  those  who  were,  pardon  him  for 
eaying,  that  he  could  scarcely  oonoeive  a  finer 
subject  for  the  caoTas,  than  the  objects  which 
would  animate,  and  the  scenery  which  would 
adorn  this  picture  ? 

The  defence  of  Kew  Orleans  forms  a  beauti- 
ful eh^  Saiwort  in  the  science  of  war.  It  was 
characterized  by  circumstances  which  would 
enable  the  painter  to  place  in  high  relief  the 
boroie  steadinasa  and  gallant  devotion  of  our 
vanioTs,  and  to  exhibit  in  gwgeoos  am^,  the 
embatUed  hosts  (tf  onr  enemy,  who  niahed  on 
lUce  ft  t(wrent,  In  daring  and  danndess  valor, 
regardless  <tftbeirftte.  Nor  would  the  chivalry 
of  our  country  be  content  in  asugning  an  ob' 
scare  or  a  disparaging  spot  in  such  a  picture, 
to  the  pathetic  fate  of  the  Britidi  ocnnmander, 
who  poured  out  the  willing  streams  of  his  life 
blood  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  his  conntry. 
No;  "our oounttTmenwarnotwith tbedead." 
The  ashes  of  a  man  who  thus  fidls  are  thrice 
ocmsecrated  by  the  blearinga  of  the  generooa, 
the  feeling,  and  the  brave. 


Let  me  add,  that  the  scenery  this  plotore 
will  be  associated  witii  some  of  oar  most  inter- 
esting recollections.  It  will  be  placed  on  that 
Delta  of  Egyptian  fertility  and  tropical  magnifi- 
cence, through  which  the  nugbty  fitther  oi  onr 
Western  waters  is  pouring  the  tribute  of  his 
thousand  stieamA,  in  bis  almost  finished  jour< 
ney  to  the  ocean.  On  that  Delta,  which  be- 
longs to  that  i^orltnw  reafan,  the  first  po  see  asion 
of  which  we  owe  to  lum,  who  now  aleepa  in 
peace,  by  aD his oonntaT^s  vlehea  Ueat,"aiid 
the  to  him  "  who  has  filled  the  meanre  trf 
her  glory." 

Hr.  H.  said  he  dionld  have  fdt  great  delicacy 
in  des^nating  Kr.  Allston,  if^  by  nniTersal 
consent,  he  was  not  c<msidered  one  of  the  first, 
if  not  the  very  first  "  living  artists  our  country 
has  produoed,"  by  which  an  important  require- 
ment of  the  committee  would  ne  at  onoe  fol- 
fiUed.  Indeed,  the  profound  genius  and  un- 
rivalled ezecnti(m  <h  this  gentleman  was  so 
well  admitted,  that  he  had  heard,  on  the  beat 
authority,  that  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and 
discriminating  eritlos  of  Eorope  had  dedared, 
"  thak  if  there  was  a  raaa  liriov  who  was 
o^mble  <rf  lighting  up  anew  t3ie  |p«iea  of  tha 
Angostan  age  of  punting,  tliat  man  was  Wash- 
ington Allston.**  It  may  not  be  known  to  all 
who  heard  him,  that  this  gentiemaUj  after  pass- 
ing fifteen  years  of  his  lift  abroad,  m  studying 
the  remains  ot  ancient,  and  the  acquisitions 
of  modern  art,  is  now  engaged,  under  the  patron- 
age of  a  city  (Boston)  no  less  distinguished  for 
its  refinement  and  taste,  than  by  its  literature 
and  science,  in  ^ving  the  last  touches  to  an 
historical  picture,  (the  labor  of  ten  years,)  which 
is  probably  destined  to  form  a  new  era  in  the 
arts,  and  to  confer  a  renown  on  that  country 
which  has  ne^boted  to  cultivate  tiieoL 

If  yon  want  thb  man,  you  most  sedk  hfan. 
To  the  pride  <^  genius  be  adds  a  thriftless  di»> 
regard  of  mon»- ;  for  be  knows,  as  it  has  beat 
bwutifhlly  said  on  another  snl^Jeot  and  ooo»- 
■ion,  that  the  real  price  of  the  productims  of 
his  penoU,  "  is  immortality,  and  that  posterity 
wilTpayit." 

I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a  sugges- 
tion, somewhat  selfish  In  its  ori^n,  but  surely 
not  deserving  of  a  severe  reprobation.  Gen. 
Jackson  and  ISx.  Allston  are  botii  natives  of 
the  State  i3i  South  Carolina,  and  thwe  would 
be  a  happy  congmi^  in  the  fact,  that  the  oon- 
duet  and  valw  of  the  one  should  be  illostrated 
by  the  oeidns  and  taste  irfthe  other. 

Hr.  H.  s^  in  oaudariai,  tiiat  he  Mt  sntira 
gratification  in  confiding  his  resolutitm  to  the 
Judgment  and  patriotism  of  his  honorable  fHend 
from  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  Evkbett,)  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  great 
artist  to  whom  he  had  referred,  and  that  of  the 
gentiemen  associated  with  him  on  the  commit- 
tee, and  he  would  barely  repeat  that  he  was 
content  that  they  should  determine,  as  pre- 
liminary to  the  decision  of  the  House,  "whether 
the  period  had  arrived  for  cwinileting  the  deco- 
rations of  tlM  great  HaU  of  the  Osj^tol,"  and 
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Thetiier  he  bad  designated  "  a  jndidons  choice 
of  a  sabject,  and  a  competent  artist" 

Hr.  Ikoebsoll  Baid,  that  he  shoald  not  have 
risen,  had  not  the  resolution,  moved  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  deede- 
nated  the  name  of  the  artist  to  be  emplojed. 
When  it  was'  recollected  that  Mr.  Trambull, 
the  gentleman  who  had  executed  the  paintings 
now  in  the  Botunda,  was  a  native  of  the  State 
which  he  represented  on  that  floor,  he  trasted 
his  honorable  friend  wonld  excnse  him  if  he 
ventured  to  suggest,  that  no  course  ought  to  be 
pnrsnedf  in  tins  stage  of  ^e  basin  ess,  which 
went  to  exclude  the  emplt^ment  of  that  vener- 
able and  patriotic  individaal  in  executing  any 
puntings  which  might  be  ordered.  If  the  art- 
ist, to  which  the  gentieman  had  alluded,  was 
A  native  of  the  same  State  with  the  hero  of 
onr  second  war,  the  artist  he  himself  had 
named,  had  been  an  actor  in  his  own  person 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  had  been  a 
prisoner,  and  had  suffered  severely  in  that  con- 
test; and  he  most  be  permitted  to  say  that 
great  injustice  had  been  done  htm,  from  the 
manner  in  which  his  paintings  bad  at  first 
been  displayed.  They  were  placed  in  a  small 
and  obecure  room,  beneaUi  onr  feet,  and  the 
artist  had  had  the  mortificati<«i  to  now  that 
the  most  nnkind  and  nnfaeling  striotarea  had 
there  been  passed  npon  them,  in  consequence 
of  this  or  that  disadvantageons  location.  His 
&me  had  suffered ;  his  feelings  had  suffered ; 
and  all  his  fi-iends  who  knew  the  circnmstanoes, 
had  suffered  with  him.  It  was  with  pride  uid 
pleasure,  Mr.  I.  said,  that  he  had  witnessed 
their  removal  to  a  situation  more  worthy  of '. 
their  excellence,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  had  witnessed 
the  tears  of  joy  glistening  in  his  venerable  eyes, 
under  the  consciousness  that,  at  last,  justice 
had  been  done  him.  Mr.  I.  said,  that  he  ad- 
mitted, very  willingly,  the  high  merit  of  Mr. 
Allston,  bat,  if  Oongress  should  conclude,  in 
this  matter,  to  depart  from  ttie  class  of  our 
Bevolntionary  worthies,  there  were  otiier  native 
artists,  besides  Kr.  Allston,  who  would  desire 
not  to  be  precluded  from  a  chance  of  employ- 
ment He  therefore  moved  the  folloyring 
amendment :  to  strike  ont  the  name  of  "  Wash- 
ington Allston,''  and  to  insert  the  words  "  some 
suitable  artist" 

Mr.  Hahilton  said  that  he  had  risen  princi- 
pally to  indicate  his  acquiescence  in  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Connecticut.  He  desired,  also,  to  exempt 
himself  from  all  idea  of  the  slightest  disrespect 
towards  the  venerable  gentleman  so  feelingly 
referred  to  in  the  remarks  just  submitted :  and 
oertdnly,  if  the  resolation  -  he  had  had  the 
honor  to  move,  proposed  the  commemoration 
of  any  of  the  events  of  our  Revolutionary  war, 
that  gentleman,  both  ftrom  his  services,  and 
from  his  opportunities  of  observation,  wonld 
have  a  special  claim  to  be  preferred. 

Mr.  Erbmeb  said,  that  he  entirely  agreed  that 
it  was  proper  snob  a  painting  should  be  eze- 
ODtedf  and  that  the  illustrioas  glwy  wfaldi  had 
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beai  achieved  in  the  most  brilliant  vietorr  of 
modem  times,  ought  to  be  handed  down  to 
ptwterity.  Such  deeds  ought  to  be  kept  fresh 
m  the  recollection  of  all  generations,  and  fa« 
thought  that  it  could  not  be  put  in  a  better 
place  than  in  the  Botunda  of  this  bnildinK 
But  in  order  that  this  painting  may  be  ^nsuj 
judged  of^  (since  all  our  judgments  were  found- 
ed  on  comparison,  and  what  could  we  jndge  of 
but  what  we  know  ?  and  how  could  we  judge 
of  what  was  unknown  but  from  what  vaa 
known  ?)  he  wonld  move  a  small  amendment 
When  uiis  victory  waa  aehiere^  wbidi  ren- 
dered oar  oonntiy  so  dorioos  in  the  eyea  ot  all 
nations,  it  ez4uted  bou  pride  and  wonder ;  and 
he  wished  he  oonld  stop  there.  Bnt  be  imirt 
say  it  creat«d  envy  too.  Now,  in  order  that 
posterity  might  have  a  fair  opportunity  ci 
judging  of  that  transaction,  he  wonld  snogest 
that  another  punting  be  placed  alongfli£^  of 
the  victory  of  New  Orleans,  representing  the 
meeting  of  the  Hartford  CfHiTention,  which 
was  in  full  session  at  tbe  same  time.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  bj  add- 
ing, "and  also  the  meeting  of  the  Hartford 
Convention." 

Mr.  EvsBKiT,  CStairman  of  the  library  Com* 
mittee,  said  that  he  dioold  not  have  risen,  to 
speak  on  the  resolnticm  or  amendment,  had  not 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oan^ina  done  lum 
the  honor  to  refer  to  the  report  which  he  had 
submitted  to  the  Honse  from  the  Library  Con- 
mittee,  during  the  last  sesraon,  and  whidi 
recommended  a  course  to  be  pursued  on  thb 
subject.  In  every  thing  of  commendation  which 
that  gentieman  had  advanced  in  relation  to  the 
artist  proposed  hy  him  to  be  employed,  Mr.  & 
B^d  that  he  heartily  concurred ;  and  be  had 
been  prepared  to  pass  the  resolution,  wbidi  in 
itself  was  the  most  distinguished  compHmcait 
that  could  have  been  paid  to  that  eminent 
artist  and  excellent  man.  He  concurred,  toe^ 
in  all  the  conomendaticHis  which  bad  been 
bestowed  npon  the  great  event  which  was  in> 
tended  to  form  the  subject  of  the  painting; 
nor  waa  the  present  the  first  time  that  he  bad 
attempted  on  this  fioor  to  add  his  tribnte  to 
that  which  had  been  so  liberally  paid  by  tUi 
whole  people  to  the  great  man  who  had  achiev- 
ed that  victory.  But  he  thought  it  wonld  bs 
convenient  if  the  terms  of  the  resolntion  were 
enlarged,  and  this  idea  bad  in  part  been  earn- 
gested  by  the  remarks  of  tiie  gentleman  himaeS^ 
who  had  said,  that,  as  the  victory  of  Torktown, 
which  dosed  the  war  of  Independence,  had 
been  made  the  sul^ect  of  cme  of  our  national 
paintings,  there  was  a  peouliur  fitness  that  tba 
viotoiy  of  New  Orleans,  wUeh  gave  lostre  to 
the  close  of  oar  second  war,  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  another.  This  went  to  show 
the  expedient'  of  enlaiviog  the  terms  of  the 
resolution,  and  he  should  be  glad  if  the  honor- 
able mover  would  make  it  general,  Extending 
its  provisions  to  filling  the  empt^  panels  of  the 
Rotunda  with  appropriate  paintings.  JTfae  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Erxunt  were  in^ufeetly  beatd 
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hj  the  reporter,  who  apprefaeDds  that  tliQy 
have  been  as  imperfectt;'  reported.] 

Mr.  Stobbs  said  that  he  had  often  thought 
that  oar  naval  victories  were  entitled  to  some 
notice,  as  well  as  the  militaiy  exploits  of  the 
aituyy  and  that  Congress  conld  not  better  oc- 
oapy  some  of  the  vacant  panels  in  the  Botnndo, 
than  by  filling  them  with  commemorations 
of  some  of  those  ohiTalroiu  triomplu  of  the 
nnYj  that  had  oonfarred  bo  much  hcmor  and 
glorv  on  Uie  oomitiT-.  He  hoped  that  the  navy 
woold  not  be  altc^ther  forgotten,  and  that 
the  Eotue  would  agree  to  adopt  an  amendment 
that  he  shonld  offer  to  the  proposition  of  hia 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  If r.  8.  tiieH  moved 
to  add  the  foUowmg  words,  viz :  "  or  such  of 
the  victories  achieved  bv  the  Kavj  of  the 
United  States,  as  in  their  opinion  should  be 
■elected  for  such  national  commemoration." 

[Here  the  debate  olosed  tat  thia  dqr.] 


WKDinu>iT,  January  S. 

Mktorieal  PamHngv. 

The  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Hr. 
HuiiLTON,  together  with  tlie  sevwal  amend- 
ments, having  been  again  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  amendment  of  Ifr.  Stobbs — 

Kr.  EvsBETT  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment because,  in  his  apprehension,  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  had  no  hostility,  whatever, 
to  the  original  resolution,  bat  thought  the  in- 
quiry ought  to  take  a  more  extended  form,  and, 
at  a  proper  moment,  it  was  his  intention  to 
submit  an  amendment^  intended  to  effect  that 
object  He  did  not  wiui  that  the  House  should 
pass  any  resolution  which  might  leave  it  to  be 
inferred  that  all  public  merit  was  divided  be- 
tween military  uid  naval  achievements.  No, 
til,  said  Mr.  £.,  I  think  the  principle  was  a 
very  wise  and  patriotic  ohe,  which  was  pur- 
Bued  in  the  selection,  of  the  subjects  already  ex- 
ecuted. Two  of  these  were  of  a  military  kind ; 
two  others  were,  both  in  their  concepljon,  and 
in  the  lesson  which  they  taught,  of  a  civil  char- 
acter ;  and  I  think  that,  in  filling  up  the  re- 
maining panels,  the  same  principle  ought  stiU 
to  govern  ns.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  very  im- 
portant^ that,  in  all  tiie  details  of  this  great  na- 
tional monument,  we  keep  oonstantly  in  view 
oar  obUiMlaon  to  ieadi  aTiilaahle  kaacm  to  po^ 
terity.  we  find  enough  memorable  eventa, 
in  the  civil  history  of  this  country,  to  call  for 
all  the  aid  of  all  the  arts.  I  need  not,  I  trust, 
repeat  the  declaration  which  I  made  yesterday, 
that  I  have  no  design,  whatever,  to  break  down 
the  ori^nal  resolution.  I  am  perfectly  free  to 
say,  that,  in  any  series  of  military  exploits 
which  it  may  be  thought  necessary  or  proper 
to  commemorate,  the  victory  of  New  Orleans 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  H^jaLTON)  said  of  that 
victory,  that  it  formed  the  JinaU  of  a  series  of 
great  achievements.  Well,  dr,  on  the  gentle- 
man's own  principles,  if  this  ia  the  tormuiation 
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ctf  a  series,  is  it  not  at  least  natural  to  take, 
also,  some  of  the  aotdoos  which  composed  that 
series!  The  gentleman  also  declared,  and  I 
doubt  not  with  great  truth,  that,  in  offering 
this  resolution,  he  meant  nothing  invidious. 
But,  will  it  not  be  ^considered  as  invidious, 
when  he  himself  confesses  there  has  t)een  a 
series  of  great  actions,  to  fix  upon  one,  alone, 
for  commemoridionf  It  is,  in  part»  on  thia 
account,  that  I  wliA  to  give  to  the  resolntkni 
the  whole  extent  which,  in  my  Judgment,  it 
ought  to  embraoe. 

Mr.  BuTXBiT  exMBssed  his  agreement  with 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  BtntaiL) 
that  it  was  an  unfortunate  time  to  propose  this 
declaration,  in  compliment  to  some  of  those 
who  have  fonght  for  ns,  while  there  ore  others, 
equally  deserving,  who  remain  unprovided  for. 
Before  we  flatter  the  vanity  of  oor  heroes, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for  their 
wants  ?   Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  arisen  for  the 

Enipose  of  stating,  that  he  had  prepared,  and 
ela  in  his  hand,  a  readuticm  which  would 
cover  th«  whole  groand  both  the  amendment 
and  the  (niginal  reeolution.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Dwioht)  extends  the  inquiry,  which  was  at 
first  confined  to  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  to 
events  of  the  Revolution,  not  yet  the  subject  of 
our  commemoration,  while  that  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  proposed  to 
include  the  naval  victories  of  both  onr  wars. 
There  was  an  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  coantry,  which  was  not  touched  by  either 
of  these  amendments.  The  resolution  which 
he  had  drafted  would  be  in  order  by  way  of 
amendment,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Yoric 
would  consent  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ohusetts  (Mr.  Dwioht)  shoold  withdraw  the 
amendment  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  Dwioht  said  nothing  would  give  him  more 
pleasure  than  to  oblige  the  gentieman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Babtlbtt,)  by  accepting  hia 
amendment  as  a  substitute  for  his  own,  could  he 
do  so  without  abandoning  the  principles  upon 
which  he  had  originally  offered  his  own  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  He  was  persaaded  that  the 
gentleman  himself  would  be  satined  of  the 
propriety  of  the  refusal,  when  he  heard  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  made.  He  had,  he 
8^  long  ainoe  understood,  from  authority 
which  could  not  he  doubted,  that,  whoi  the 
artist  selected  tiie  four  subjects  embraced  by 
his  amendment,  at  the  conclosion  of  a  series  of 
historical  paintings,  that  selection  received  the 
sanction  of  Washington  and  Jefferson.  When 
he  saw  the  Botundo  decorated  on  one  side,  by 
such  scenes  as  the  Siege  of  Yorktown,  the  Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, «id  the  Surrender  of  General  Wash- 
ington's Commission,  it  was  painful  to  l>ehold 
the  other  side  of  that  splendid  room  a  blank. 
He  lamented  it  the  more  when  he  saw  how 
appropriately  it  might  be  covered  by  the  Battle 
(»  Banktt'a  ffill,  the  Attack  cm  Quebec,  and  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


640 


ABBIBOMENT  OF  THE 


a  o»  B.] 

Battles  of  Monmoath  and  Princeton.  While 
Qp,  he  would  take  occasion  to  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton.)  He  had,  in  depicting  the 
various  modes  of  legislative  hoBtilitj,  whiob 
might  be  adopted,  let  fall  expressions  suscepti- 
ble of  a  constmction  which  his  own  feelings 
towards  that  honorable  gentleman  forbid  him 
to  sappoaeconldlum  been  intended.  Heliadin- 
tinuned  that  his  own  original  reaolntion  was  to 
be  smothered  by  the  weight  of  the  amendments 
ongeneronsly  thrown  npOD  it  Whatever  w^ 
intended  by  the  remark,  he  could  not,  in  jns- 
tioe  to  himself  soflbr  it  to  pass  unnoticed.  If 
thwe  was  a  member  iiim»i  the  floor  who  did 
not  feel  his  heart  swell  with  a  prouder,  and 
more  ardent  love  of  country,  when  he  contem- 
plated the  achievements  of  Uie  general  and  the 
army  of  New  Orleans,  he  was  not  that  man. 
But  the  heart  which  was  alive  to  these  emo- 
tions could  never  be  closed  to  such  as  woto 
oalonlated  to  be  endted  by  the  Battle  of  Bun- 
]nr*s  HiU,  and  the  (^er  to  whioh  bis  amend- 
ment ^tpUed.  And  he  coold  never  ccmsent  to 
oommemorate  by  paintines,  a  scene  in  the  late 
war,  to  tbe  exclusion  of  tbose  of  equal  splendor 
fn  our  Bevidutionary  stru^le.  If  his  amend- 
ment were  adopted,  it  would  embrace  them  all. 
The  gentleman  from  8ontb  Carolina  eertidnly 
knew  him  too  well  to  snppose  that  bis  feelings 
were  of  such  a  contracted  character  as  to  in- 
duce him  to  refuse  to  call  upon  American  ge- 
nius to  illustrate  American  valor.  To  me 
genius  of  Allston,  as  an  historical  punter,  he 
would  do  all  homage,  and  he  had  the  samfac- 
tion  of  believing  that  tiie  adt^tion  <^  his 
amendment  wonld  riire  foil  scope  to  that  ^ 
both  the  artists  who  nad  been  alluded  to. 

The  qnestion  was  takra  on  the  amaklmmt 
pn^sed  by  Mr.  Siobbs,  viz :  "  or  snch  of  the 
victories  achieved  by  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  their  optnkai  should  be  selected 
Ibr  such  national  commemoration,"  and  decided 
In  the  negative — ayes  80,  noes  99. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  DwiOHT,  vis:  "to  embrace  the  batUes 
of  Btmker's  Hill,  Monmouth,  Princeton,  and  the 
attack  ca  Quebec.**  Kegatived— yeas  68,  nays 

lor. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolution  as 
moved  by  Mr/Huai.T0N, 

Mr.  EvKBSTT  moved  to  am«id  the  resdntim 
BO  as  to  read  as  fUlows : 

*'  That  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sents tivea  OS  the  Library  be  instrncted  to  inquire 
Into  the  expediency  of  taking  suitable  measures,  at 
this  time,  to  procure  a  series  of  historioal  paintings 
fbr  the  empty  panels  of  the  Botondo." 

K^^ved. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of 
Hr.  Hjuolton,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Bahdouh, 
It  was  decided  by  yeas  98,  nays  108. 

So  the  resfdation  was  i^eoted. 


(Jasunr,  lOL 

THiTBsnjiT,  Jannar?  10. 

Mr.  YsBFUNOE  submitted  the  following: 

Jit*oliMd^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflUn 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  and  report  oa  the  expe- 
diency of  raahiug  soeh  I^skUve  proviskm  aft  Hay 

be  necessary  for  reviving,  extending,  sad  carrying 
tuto  effect  Uie  act  of  February  10th,  1807,  prorid- 
ing  for  surveying  the  coast  of  the  United  fftaiea, 

Mr.  YsBFLAiroE  b^ged  leave  to  call  tba 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  brief  statement  of 
the  objects  of  this  resoluUon,  aad  of  the  Caeli 
connected  with  the  acts  it  referred  to.  The 
law  of  Febroaiy  lOtfa,  1807,  was  passed  in  the 
last  Congress  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administratioii, 
I  believe  upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson himsel£  It  certunly  was  a  favorite 
measure  of  his.  It  autfaoriziBd  and  requested 
the  President  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  taken  oi 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  dengiutiiig  fbe 
ia^nds,  shoals,  roada,  and  jdaoes  ci  ancihorsee^ 
within  twenty  leagues  of  aiiy  point  of  uta 
ooast:  also,  the  respective  courses  and  distanoM 
between  the  principal  capes  and  headlands :  in 
short,  every  thing  necessary  for  onnpleting  a 
minutely  accurate  chart  of  our  wb<^  coast,  fbr 
every  naval,  military^  and  commercial  pnrpoM, 
Another  secti(m  provided  for  such  examinations 
relative  to  St.  G!eorge*B  bank,  and  other  hanks 
and  shoals,  and  the  soundings  and  corrmta  be- 
yond the  limits  of  twenty  leagues,  to  tiie  ddf 
Stream,  as  might  l>e  subservient  to  the  uses  of 
navigation.  [The  immediate  object  of  this  act 
was  unquestionably,  to  procure  a  tbotoi^ 
knowle^  of  our  coast  jEbr  naval  pnrpoeeft  and 
for  fortificationB,  which  the  prospect  lot  m 
lision  with  the  great  maritime  pover  of  the 
world  then  pressed  upon  the  attentHm  of  Con- 
gress.] These,  however,  were  comMned  with 
iarthw  views — ^with  the  general  interest  of  our 
own  commerce  and  navigation,  as  w^  ae  with 
the  generous  wish  to  contribute  to  the  m^nl 
science  and  geographical  knowle^e — of  tiie 
whole  civiliz^  world.  The  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  was  appropriated  to  carry  the  act 
into  eifect — and  the  principles  upoa  which  it 
should  be  executed  were  settied  by  the  Presi- 
dent They  are  stated  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  with 
ttiat  InminonB  precision  which  muka  mU  the 
writings  of  that  statesman,  in  an  offidal  iMter 
to  a  distingodied  man  of  sdence^  who  was  to 
be  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  act  It  fa^ 
I  presume,  to  be  found  in  the  offidal  files  of  the 
Department.  I  have  myself  read  it  in  a  valua- 
ble paper  on  the  survey  of  the  ooast,  printed  in 
the  American  Philosophical  Transactions.  The 
plan  he  resolved  into  three  distinct  parts :  1st 
The  ascertainment,  by  a  series  of  accurate  as* 
tronomical  observations,  of  the  tnie  position  of 
a  few  prominent  end  remarkable  points  on  the 
coast,  such  as  are  or  would  probably  be  the 
rites  of  forts,  or  li^t-housea,  &c  2d.  A  trig- 
onometioal  survey,  1^  a  chain  of  trimglee,  at 
the  line  of  coast  between  these  p<Mnts,  the  po- 
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sition  of  which  had  been  thus  astrontHnlcally 
detemuned,  making  therein  the  position  of 
every  prominent  object  distinguishable  at  a 
distance.  8d.  A  naatical  Buirey  of  the  shoals 
and  soundings,  of  wluch  the  trigonometrical 
land  Burvej  should  be  the  base — to  depend  as 
little  as  might  be  on  astroncnnioal  obserratvHis 
made  on  board  dilp. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Hasler,  well  known  as  a 
Bcientifio,  as  well  as  an  raiperieuced  and  practi- 
cal matoematiclan,  was  sent  to  Europe  for  the 
pnrdiase  of  inatniments.  Ha  there  procured 
an  admirable  collection,  sdeoted  br  himself 
vith  great  care,  the  vorkmanship  <»  the  first 
artists  of  the  age,  Troo^hton  and  Dolland,  In 
London,  and  Le  Soir^  m  Paris,  well  known 
sdentific  mechanics,  whose  labors  and  im- 
provements have  conferred  higher  benefits  on 
the  world  than  maaj  men  of  more  splendid 
fame,  as  well  aa  loftier  preteodona  in  the  ranks 
of  science. 

With  these  instruments,  the  survey  was  com- 
menced, in  1817,  and  a  portion  of  the  work 
done  with  minute  accuracy.  After  a  time — I 
know  not  whj' — it  is  a  part  of  the  country  I 
am  not  aoqaamted  with— the  work  was  sns- 

?auded,  and  nautical  surveys  were  snbsUtnted. 
bese,  too,  were  finally  abandcmed,  as  a  sys- 
tem. A  vast  body  of  maps  and  charts  were 
thus  collected,  at  a  vast  expense — many  times 
the  cost  which  would  Iiave  attended  a  perfect 
executioa—I  have  been  told,  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  but  have  no  precise  authority  for  this ; 
but,  at  whotever  cost,  they  were  exceedingly 
dear,  for  they  are  comparatively  of  very  little 
value,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be  so.  The 

Srivate  navigation  has  been  left  to  guide  itself 
y  such  lights  as  may  be  famished  hy  private 
enterprise,  or  by  the  sdenoe  of  Europe.  When- 
ever any  local  interest  or  otyeot  such  as  the 
building  of  a  fort,  or  the  location  of  a  navy 
yardf  required  it,  special  surveys  were,  of  ne- 
oesntgr,  ordered  either  by  the  Navy  I>q>{ut- 
ment^  or  by  resolutions  of  Congress.  These 
were  generally  executed  by  the  officers  of  our 
navy,  always  with  very  incompetent  means, 
and  often  limited  in  time.  In  the  words  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy's  last  report,  "  they  are 
unavoidably  incomplete.  The  times  within 
which  it  was  desirable  to  make  them,  (says  he, 
speaking  of  the  surveys  made  last  year,  of  Bal- 
timore, Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,) 
and  the  means  grwted,  did  not  permit  them  to 
be  niade  so  as  to  furnish  perfect  surveys  and 
charts  ot  these  harbors." 

Indeed,  so  imperfect  are  the  surveys  In  the 
possession  of  the  Navy  Department,  that  I  have 
been  assured,  on  very  good  authority,  that  none 
of  tiiem  have  been  found  sufficiently  accurate 
to  determine  the  site  of  fortifications.  I  ought, 
however,  in  justice,  to  except  that  o(  the  Har- 
bor of  Baltimore,  made  hy  Lieut  Sherburne. 

These  partial  surve^rs,  by  separate  expedi- 
tious, are  also  necessarily  of  enormous  expense. 
Officers,  men,  vessds,  «fec^  must  be  detailed 
anew  for  each  object,  with  great  loss  of  time, 
Tob.Iz441 
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and  new  expenses  of  preparation,  at  each  oc- 
casion. "Withont  going  nirther  into  detiul,  I 
refer  to  the  nivvy  report  of  1825,  in  support  of 
this  assertion.  With  all  this  experience  before 
UBj  it  is  now  evident  that  we  must  recur  to  the 
principles  of  the  act  of  1807,  I  perceive  that 
that  law  is  printed  in  our  statute  book  as  an 
obsolete  one.  I  do  not  see  why ;  but  if  so,  it 
is  on  all  accounts  expedient  to  revive  it  I 
would  go  fiuther :  I  would  embody  in  a  new 
law,  with  the  necessary  appropriatifHU,  all  tiie 
prin^lea  lidd  down  by  Mr.  uallatin,  in  1811. 
The  neddent  should  be  empowed  to  appoint  a 
Bcientifie  oommisrioner,  with  a  decent  salary. 
The  excellent  instruments,  purchased  ten  years 
ago,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  Govemmut, 
a  little  worse  for  neglect,  and,  I  fear,  too^  a 
little  the  worse  for  having  sometimes  been  in 
ignorant  hands.  The  other  expenses  would  be 
very  trifling,  compared  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  A  tithe  of  the  annual  gain  or  saving  it 
would  yield  to  the  commerce  of  the  nation, 
would  pay  the  whole.  To  the  navy,  in  case  of 
war,  this  is  an  all-important  object.  It  is  a 
disgrace  and  a  scandal  to  our  country,  that  the 
British  navy  la  probaU}^  at  this  momsmt,  in 
possesmon  of  far  better  mtidls  of  the  diart  of 
our  coast  than  we  are. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  this  is  an  appUcatlon 
of  science  to  asefbl  purposes,  not  only  steictiy 
within  tiie  power  of  the  Qeneral  Govemmai^ 
but  directly  incombent  apon  it  as  a  guardian 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  the  direotinr  of  peace 
and  war. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wildest  CoM—i^OaftniTtAJfricam.) 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  cancelling  of 
a  bond  ^ven  \ij  Mr.  Wilde,  (tf  Georgia,  to 
transport  certain  Africans  bevond  the  limits  <tf 
the  United  States,  was  called  iq>  by  Mr.  P.  P. 
Babboob. 

Mr.  B.  moved  that  It  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

reading. 

Mr.TjLTLOB  objected  to  this  course,  as  be 
had  not  hod  time  to  examine  the  papers  in  the 
case,  and  the  bill  was  unaocompanied  by  ai^ 
report. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  (Chairman  of  the  Jv- 
diciary  Committee)  sud,  that  a  simUar  motion 
to  this  had  been  made  the  other  day,  when  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  on  this  subject  was  report- 
ed to  the  House,  and,  if  such  were  the  [deasare 
of  tiie  Honse,  he  should  cheerfhlly  acquiesoe. 
He  would  state,  however,  that  the  committee^ 
if  ordered  to  r^rt^  could  fornbh  no  othor  in- 
formation than  that  which  was  contained  in 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and  the  papers  ao- 
companying  it,  which  now  lay  upon  the  clerk's 
table ;  tiie  substance  of  which  he  had,  on  the 
former  occasion,  stated  to  the  Honse. 

ySi.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill  would  prevui  If  I  undor- 
stand  the  olgect  of  the  bill,  it  is  to  cancel  a 
bond,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Oir- 
onit  Oonrt  of  Georgia  pending  a  Btigation  oon- 
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eernicg  a  nnmber  of  Africans,  and  for  Cheir  re- 
moval beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
On  a  careful  examination  of  the  papers,  I  find 
no  evidence  of  the  amount  of  uiat  bond,  to 
whom  it  was  ^ven,  or  tiie  predae  terma  of  the 
condition.  It  seems  to  me  there  are  two  bonds, 
one  (^ven  by  the  Spanish  d^mants  of  these 
Africans  in  Ooor^  and  the  other  by  the  peti- 
tioner. The  petitioner  a^ed  to  have  his  bond 
eanoelled,  and  l^e  bill  provides  for  canceling 
the  one  in  the  clerk's  ^office ;  and  that,  too, 
without  asoertumng  its*  date,  amoont,  or  the 
twrties.  If  it  were  the  object  to  cancel  the 
bond  <k  the  petitioner,  the  bill  did  not  reach  it, 
hot  provided  for  cancelling  another.  But,  sir, 
we  are  inhibited  by  tiie  constitution  from  im- 
pdring  the  obligations  of  contracts.  Can  I  be 
expected  to  g^ve  my  vote  to  cancel  an  obliga- 
tion, a  contract,  witiiont  knowing  the  date,  tiie 
amount,  or  purport  of  the  obllgatiim,  affecting 
tiie  rights  of  parties  of  whom  I  am  wholly  ig- 
norant as  WW  as  the  extent  act  may  injure 
them  t  Can  I  be  expected  to  rote  to  cancel  a 
bond,  of  which  I  am  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be 
able  to  describe  it  t  The  bill  contains  no  de- 
Boription.  I  have  heard  none,  and  can  give 
none.  What  is  its  condition!  Who  are  the 
parties?  What  ita  obligations?  These  ques- 
tions I  think  material.  Who  was  the  obligee 
of  the  bond,  and  interested  in  it  ?  Had  we  any 
control  over  It  1  I  fear,  sir,  this  bill  exceeds 
onr  constitntional  limits,  and  affects  the  rights 
of  oUiers,  having  noknmrledge  of  oar  proceed- 
ings or  voice  in  them. 

lb.  Tatiab  Bud,  tiiat  when  he  had  reqruat- 
•d,  a  few  days  rinoe,  uiiA  the  UU  ttwa  the 
Saute  <«  this  snlject  might  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndidary,  it  was  that  they  might 
qvead  before  the  Honse,  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, the  history  of  the  facts  connected  with 
that  InU.  He  considered  those  facts  as  of  such 
moment  as  to  deserve  an  official  report.  The 
qoestion  might  be  one  which  involved  tiie  lib- 
erty of  thirty-seven  human  beings.  The  House 
la  called  upon  to  cancel  a  bond  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  89  African  persons  brou^t  into  the 
United  States  contrary  to  law.  The  original 
number  had  been  189.  One  hundred  of  these 
had  been  adjudged  to  be  a  law^  capture,  (of 
the  exact  nature  of  the  proceeding  which  had 
bm  had,  he  possesaed  no  knowledge,)  but  that 
number  had  oem  swt  to  onr  coloi^  in  Africa. 
Of  the  remaining  89,  87  were  declared  not  to 
be  a  lawftal  oi^nre,  and  were  consequently 
ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  Spanish  claimant 
These  persons  are  now  in  the  custody  of  law. 
Technically  speaking,  they  have  not  been  im- 
ported. It  was  a  subject  of  discussion,  wheth- 
er their  bringing  into  the  country  had  been 
lawful  or  Qnlawful.  So  soon  as  it  was  de- 
tfflmined  that  they  were  unlawfully  captured 
and  broDght  in,  it  became  the  duty  of  their 
owner  to  give  a  bond  to  export  them  ont  of 
the  oonntty  within  a  (pven  time.  As  tiiere 
waa  no  r^iort  to  refier  to,  he  did  not  know 
ham  kDg  it  waa  dnoe  the  JndgmeBt  of  the 


court  had  been  ^ven,  and  he  c(msequ«itly 
could  not  know  whether  a  sufficient  time  haa 
elapsed  to  enable  it  to  be  determined  whether 
the  persons  ^ving  the  bond  intended  to  violate 
its  condition  or  not.  A  very  delicate,  and 
what  might  prove  a  very  difficult  qneatioii, 
arose  as  to  the  rig^t  which  tiiese  poacms  tbcm> 
selves  may  hare  to  those  Africans.  Aa  eariy 
as  the  year  '98,  Congress  prohibited  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  sad 
declared  that  all  slaves  imported  in  violation  of 
that  law,  shoold  be  ipto  facto  free.  Now,  if 
the  persons  laying  clsim  to  these  Africans  have 
done  acts,  which,  under  the  law,  are  equivalent 
to  importation,  it  may  turn  out  that  all  Uiese 
Africans  have  a  right  to  their  freedom.  Ifr.  T. 
said  that  he  did  not  know  this,  for  the  House 
had  denied  him  the  opportunity  ti  knowing 
the  facts  of  this  case,  from  any  official  report 
oontiuDing  them.  In  an  act  passed  in  1806, 
said  Hr.  T.,  it  is  expressly  provided,  that  no 
person  in  the  light  of  an  importer,  (and.  fbr 
anght  I  know  the  proceedings  in  this  case  may 
have  been  tiansk  as  to  place  Uiese  persons  in 
that  light,)  is  capable  holding  any  r^t  of 
ownership  over  a  negro  slave,  and  if  he  ahaD 
attempt  to  sell  such  slave,  he  incurs  a  forfeiture 
of  $1,000  for  each  offence.  Mr.  T.  r^Kated 
t^at  he  did  not  know  that  the  facts  of  the  case 
would  bring  the  parties  within  the  provision  of 
this  law,  and  it  was  because  he  did  not  know 
this  that  he  had  desired  to  have  all  the  £teti 
spread  out  before  the  Honse,  by  the  r^mt 
cme  of  its  own  committees. 

Kr.  DwioHT  said  he  should  not  oppoae  Uie 
motion  for  reoaounitment ;  but  tbere  were  aone 
fuitB  in  tiie  ease  which  stood  out  in  bold  rdie( 
and  were,  ttf  themsdves,  suffident.  In  his  judg- 
ment to  recommend  this  bill  to  Uie  nnivcRal 
favor  of  the  House.  What,  asked  Kr.  D.,  waa 
tiie  policy  of  the  act  which  requires  &  bonii  for 
the  re-exportation  of  Africans  introduced  into 
this  coontry  ?  It  was  to  prevent  oollunve  cap- 
tures. It  was  to  prevent  the  snco^  of  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  a  very  easy  mode 
of  evading  the  law,  viz:  bringing  of  Afti. 
can  slaves  upon  this  coasL  and  their  consequent 
introduction  by  a  pretended  capture.  In  this 
case,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  African  pep- 
sons  had  been  captured  by  a  South  Amencaa 
privateer :  one  hundred  of  these  had  beoi  de- 
creed not  to  be  slaves;  but  thir^-nine  of  th^ 
had  been  a^udged  to  be  the  bona  Me  ^ta^atj 
of  the  Spanish  claimant.  The  decree  tk  the 
court,  however,  omitted  to  designate  which 
persons  belong  to  the  hundred,  and  which  to 
the  thirty-nine.  By  this  omission,  a  new  delay 
was  created,  and  eight  years,  in  all,  had  inter- 
vened before  the  question  was  finally  setUed. 
The  humanity,  however,  of  the  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, had  not  left  them  all  this  while  im- 
prisoned. They  had  been  put  out  on  healtfaj 
plantations,  where  many  of  them  had  acquired 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wifo,  parent  and 
child,  and  had  formed  attachment  to  the  eoon- 
try.   In  tibe  meaifwhik^  the  ^anUi 
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^pean,  and  donands  that  t^ey  ^oald  be  sent 
to  Caba,  where  they  would  be  cooai^ed  to  a 
bondage  tenfold  worse  than  any  which  exists 
in  the  United  States.  The  petitioner  in  this 
case  (with  whom  Mr.  D.  was  personally  ac- 
quainted, and  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect  and  regard)  had  been  employed 
as  counsel  in  the  case,  and,  in  his  course  of 
ofiBcial  duties,  had  become  acquainted  with 
these  flhtves.  They  came  to  him  as  their  only 
friend,  and  implored,  with  tears,  that  they 
might  not  be  sent  awtqr.  To  the  honor  of  that 
ffantleinan.  he  stated,  that  he  had  interfwed  in 
ttielr  behalf;  and  had  sacrificed,  or  at  least  put 
in  jeopardy,  a  part  of  his  own  private  fortune, 
vith  the  benevolent  pnrpose  of  relieving  them 
from  tbdr  distress.  He  did  this  from  no  selfish 
views.  He  was  not  a  i^nter.   He  owned  no 

Eluitation.  His  only  motive  had  been  pore 
umanity ;  and  Mr.  D.  concluded  with  press- 
ing his  earnest  hope  that  the  Hoose  would,  In 
some  manner,  interpose,  to  relieve  him  from 
the  unwelcome  necessity  under  which  he  now 
labored,  of  re-exporting  those  whom  he  had 
thus  nobly  saved. 

Mr.  Mkbokb  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
Etease  might  receive  a  brief  report  of  the  &Bts 
in  this  case.  The  Ookmix^oD  Society,  s^ 
Vr.  M.,  have  stated  to  ns  that  they  were  tm- 
kUe  to  comply  with  Uie  proposal  made  to 
fhem,  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Wilde,  and  this  would 
not  iq>pear  sorpriung  when  he  stated  the  fact 
that,  wnen  that  society,  in  September  lastj  had 
advertised  that  a  vessel  would  shortly  sail  for 
I^beria,  they  had  received,  within  the  course 
of  thirty  days,  nine  hundred  applications  for 
a  passage,  and  there  were,  at  this  time,  eighteen 
hnndred  persons  who  had  expressed  a  desire 
to  remove  to  Africa.  It  was  proper  be  should 
state  that  these  i^plicants  consisted  entirely  of 
free  negroes.  Ur.  M.,  however,  said  that  this 
inabili^  on  the  part  of  the  society  to  pay  the 
snm  reqaired,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  inter- 
pose an  insuperable  bar  to  the  benevolent  pur- 
pose for  which  they  had  been  ofiered  to  the 
awoAtj  by  Mr.  Wilde.  He  hoped  the  report  of 
the  comnuttee  would  state  the  precise  sum 
which  had  been  advanced  by  that  gentleman, 
in  his  purchase  of  those  people  from  their 
Bpaoish  owners. 

Ur.  WioELiFFE,  professing  some  knowledge 
of  this  case,  said  that  he  did  not  despur  of  the 
vote  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Ti.noB,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
WsioHT,)  when  the  facts  of  the  case  should  not 
be  miwonoeiTcd.  There  was  cme  idea,  which 
.he  considered,  of  itself,  snfiBdent  to  ensure 
their  snpport.  Allowing  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  Tone  to  be  correct  in  the  supposition, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  cuumants 
should  be  proved  to  have  been  such  aa  gave 
these  Afi'icans  a  ri^ht  to  their  liberty,  what 
remedy  would  be  given  by  this  House,  unless 
the  bond  should  be  cancelled  t  Shall  we  leave 
these  free  persons  here,  in  a  land  of  freedom, 
or  shall  we  compel  the  jpetitUHwr  to  re-export 


them  to  the  irons  of  the  West  Indies,  and  send 
them  into  perpetual  bondage!  Mr.  W.  de- 
clared, that  if  he  could  believe  these  persona 
rightly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  he  should  be 
prepared  to  say,  not  only  that  they  might  re- 
mam,  but  that  they  should  not  be  sent  away. 

Mr.  GiLMXB  sud  he  had  risen  for  the  par* 
pose  of  statiog  some  of  the  facts  which  gentle- 
men had  inquired  for.  He  then  read  n-om  a 
schedule,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  some 
items,  fi^m  which  it  appears^  that  the  total  of 
law  expenses  and  salvage,  paid  by  the  Spfuiish 
claimant,  had  been  $11,6S8.  The  probable 
value  of  the.  slaves,  at  a  fair  estimate  of  t^e 
market  price,  was  $11,700,  differing  but  a  few 
dollars  from  the  expense  incurred,  but  Mr. 
Wilde,  the  petitioner  before  the  Hoose,  had 
paid  to  the  Spanish  claimant  $15,000,  to  re- 
linquish his  claims.  This  he  had  done,  as  was 
most  evident,  from  no  motives  of  interest,  for 
he  bought  the  slaves  at  a  loss,  but  because  their 
case  pressed  deeply  apon  his  own  sense  of  ho- 
manity.  He  hoped  that  it  would  be  some  sat- 
is&ction  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Mkuoeb,)  to  receive  this  statement,  as  it  satis- 
fied a  pwt  of  his  inquiry. 

ttr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio,  said,  before  the  qne»< 
tion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit,  he^ 
perhaps,  owed  it  to  himseUI  and  to  the  Honse, 
after  what  had  been  siud,  to  explidn  more  fUly 
than  he  had  done,  his  views  of  the  case,  aa  it 
appeared  to  him.  He  sud,  aa  he  understood 
it,  in  the  year  1810,  a  Venezuelian  privateer, 
clandestinely  armed  in  Baltimore,  manned 
mostiy  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
commanded  by  a  citizen,  sailed  on  a  cruise 
from  that  port.  Off  the  coast  <^  Africa  she 
captured  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  from 
which  26  Africans  were  taken.  She  also  cap- 
tured several  Portagnese  and  Spanish  vessds, 
from  all  which  Africans  were  taken,  and,  among 
others,  the  Antelope,  owned  by  persons  in  the 
island  of  Cuba.  She  proceeded  in  company 
with  her  prize,  the  Antelope,  until  she  waa 
wrecked,  and  her  captain,  utd  part  of  her 
crew,  were  made  prisoners.  The  armament, 
and  the  residue  of  the  crew,  were  shifted  to 
the  Antelope,  which  was  afterwards  captured 
by  a  revenue  cutter  of  the  United  States,  hov- 
ering on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  brought  into 
Savannah  for  adjudication,  with  280  Africans. 
The  vessel  and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Georgia — claims  were  filed,  by 
the  capt^n  of  the  cutter,  for  bounty,  or  salvage 
— by  the  Consuls  of  Portugal  and  Spain  for, 
and  on  acooant  <^  whatsoever  citizens  of  ^ther 
country  were  interested — and  by  the  United 
States,  claiming  them  as  forfeit  for  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  those,  also^  taken 
from  the  American  vessel,  because  of  her  pirat- 
icsd  character.  The  Court  in  Geoi^a  decreed 
those  free  that  were  captured  from  the  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  others  not  claimed  by  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Spanish  consuls,  and  decreed  tiie 
rest  to  the  proper  owners  of  the  Spanish  and 
PortogiMse  vessels  on  their  giving  bond  to  io> 
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more  fhem  b«yond  the  limit  of  the  United 
States.  These  AiVicans  had  been  thrown  into 
the  common  mass,  many  (xf  them  had  died,  and 
having  no  satisfactory  method  of  ideotifying 
those  taken  from  each  Teaiel,  they  were  desig- 
nated by  lot.  It  so  appeared  in  the  decree, 
and  he  believed  the  whole  were  so  d^gnated. 
From  this  decree,  so  far  as  it  regarded  the  per- 
sons claimed  by  the  Portngnese  and  Spanish 
Console,  an  a^eal  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  On  hearing,  the 
fin^reme  Conrt  reversed  the  decree  of  the  Cir- 
cnit  Conrt  of  Georgia,  so  far  as  it  regarded  tbe 
elaima  by  the  Portngnese  Consnl,  and  afBrmed 
the  decree  so  &r  aa  it  regarded  claim  of  tbe 
Kpaniah  OonsuL  The  court,  however,  did  not 
affirm  the  decree,  even  to  that  extent,  by  the 
direct  action  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  but 
because  they  were  equally  divided  in  opinion 
on  the  question, 

Ur.  SpRxenx  said,  that  this  bill  provided  for 
one  of  the  alternatives  in  the  report  of  tbe  Col- 
onization Society,  but  there  was  another  alter- 
'native  in  that  report  which  he  also  wished  tbe 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  to  consider.  The 

Ement  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
Tatlob)  had  r^sed  an  inquiry  of  great 
trtauoe,  and  which  might  prove  of  some 
di^culfy ;  at  all  events,  it  conld  not  be  decided 
without  a  fall  knowledge  of  ftct&  The  obser- 
Tations,  too,  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia 
(ICr.  Iubckb)  bad  rused  an  inquiry  which  was 
not  only  highly  important^  but  one  which  had 
excited  in  him  ntter  astonishment.  It  suggest- 
ed the  posribility  that  the  liberty  of  tiiirty-nine 

r'sons  had  in  this  cose  been  decided  by  lot. 
that  had  been  tbe  fact,  tiien  a  solemn  in- 

2 airy  devolved  on  this  House,  whether,  by  the 
iws  of  tbe  land,  the  liberty  of  any  human 
being  oonld  be  token  away  by  tbe  casting  of 
lots.  As  all  these  difficulties  would  press  upou 
the  House,  if  they  adopted  one  alternative,  tbe 
Judi<nary  Committee  might  possibly  find  it  best 
to  devise  and  report  the  means  m  embracing 
the  other  alternative,  viz :  the  repaying  of  the 
snm  advanced  for  these  Africans,  and  permit- 
ting them  to  be  sent,  by  th^  society  back  to 
Africa.  He  hoped  that  the  committee  (sbonld 
the  bill  be  reoommitted)  would  pay  special  at- 
tention to  that  part  of  the  recranmendation  of 
the  society. 

Ifr.  QiLMBB  said,  that  be  rose  to  present 
some  additional  information  on  this  subject. 
The  facts  of  this  case  were  not  such  as  some 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  seemed  to  suppose. 
Tbe  District  Court  of  Greoi^a  had  declared, 
Ih  their  decree,  that  the  identity  of  these  thirty- 
nine  slaves  has  been  snfficientiy  asoertained. 
Hr.  G-.  said,  that  be  knew  of  no  such  thing  as 
a  lot  having  taken  place  in  the  matter.  He 
then  quoted  the  decision  of  the  Oourt. 

The  question  on  rec(Hnmitment  was  about  to 
be  put,  when, 

Mr.  HniEa  moved  to  amend  the  instructions 
to  tbe  committee,  by  adding, 
"And  that  the  said  committee  inquire 
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wheUier  it  would  comport  with  the  {nterasts 
of  humanity,  the  prindples  of  justiee,  and  the 
honor  of  t^e  Government,  to  adopt  ^dent 
measures  to  restore  the  Afticans  to  the  coun- 
try and  home  from  which  they  haw  been 
:  cruelly  and  illegally  separated." 

Hr.  M.  in  offering  this  amendment,  observed, 
that,  if  be  understood  the  matter  correctly,  the 
Africans  whose  case  was  involved  in  tbe  bill, 
had  been  captured  on  board  a  slave  ship  ;  tbcy 
were  subjects  of  the  slave  trade ;  tbey,  at  home, 
were  as  free,  and,  perhaps,  as  happy,  as  we  are, 
and  bad  as  much  nght  to  freedom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  you  or  I  have.  By  the  ruthless  hand  oi 
slave  traders,  they  had  been  torn  firom  tbrir 
home  and  counti^,  and  chance  had  tlirown 
them  npon  our  ehores. 

Mr.  BuTLKTT  accepted  the  amendment  af 
Hr.  HnrxB  as  a  modification  ctf  his  motion. 

Mr.  GiuiEB  Bud  he  would  ask  on  what  aa- 
thority  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Hihxb)  bad  assumed  tbe  fact  that  these  thirty- 
nine  Africans  bad  been  cruelly  and  illegally 
taken  from  their  own  country.  He  would  ask, 
further,  on  what  ground  it  was  assumed  that 
this  Government  Las  a  right  over  the  private 
property  of  one  of  ita  citixens  ?  And  also,  bow 
this  House  was  gmng  to  titer  a  sfrfemn  decisai 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States  f 
That  court  baa  dedded  that  tiiese  alavea  bdong 
to  a  foreign  claimant  By  what  mode  eaa 
Government  control,  or  in  any  way  aflfoet  that 
decifflon  ?  He  knew  of  none.  If  the  court  of 
last  resort  haa  fixed  tbe  right  of  prop«ty,  the 
Government  has  no  control  or  jurisaictHm  in 
tbe  case.  These  two  diflSculties  were  open  and 
glaring.  He  could  not  but  think  that  the 
amendment  had  been  accepted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire,  without  doe  con- 
sideration.  These  persons,  for  aught  that  ap- 

fieared,  might  have  been  slaves  in  their  own 
and.  There  were  many  slaves  in  Africa)  hdd 
in  bondage  by  the  laws  oi  that  conntry.  The 
property  of  the  Spanish  daimantL  if  any,  ma 
transferable,  and  might  be  as  wdl  held  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  as  a  citixen  of 
Spain.  There  was  hut  one  condition  attached 
to  the  tenure,  viz :  the  re-exportation  of  the 
slaves.  Gentiemen  were  greatly  mistaken,  if 
they  supposed  that  it  was  not  as  valuable  an 
object  to  the  soatfa,  aa  it  could  be  to  the  nortii, 
that  African  slaves  ahould  not  be  imported  into 
this  country. 

Tbe  people  of  Georgia  had  a  deep  and  pe- 
culiar interest  that  no  snch  importation  should 
take  place ;  and  he  could  say  with  great  trnth, 
that  there  were  no  persons  in  tite  worid  who 
held  the  slave  trade  in  deeper  detcstatifw,  or 
would  do  more  to  rerist  it  In  every  possiUe 
way.  It  was  the  people  of  Georgia,  and  tiicy 
alone,  who  were  to  esy  whether  they  ctmsent- 
ed  that  these  Africans  should  rem^  witUn 
their  territory.  They,  aud  Mr.  G.,  are  the 
only  sufferers,  and  if  Georgia  saya  they  may 
remun,  then  the  right  of  the  Spanish  claimant 
(now  pnrdused  by  Mr.  Wiu»)    pecfsctiy  on- 
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assailable :  and  it  is  eqnaUy  bo,  if  he  performs 
the  conditioD  of  this  bond,  and  exports  them 
within  the  specified  period.  Out  of  motives  ai 
mere  humanity,  this  geoUeman  has  expended 
more  than  $11,000,  but  he  Los  not  divested 
himself  of  his  right  to  hold  these  slaves ;  be 
cannot  divest  himself  of  it,  nor  will  he  yield  it  to 
any  arbitrary  power  attempted  to  be  exercised 
on  the  part  of  this  Governmeat.  It  is  true,  he 
offered  these  slaves  to  the  Colonization  Society, 
BO  that,  if  they  would  pay  the  eneose  he  had 
inourred,  the  slaves  should  be  placed  at  their 
di8p<wal.  This  was  his  own  act,  and  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  evei7 
one — bn^  owing  to  the  want  ctf  rands,  their 
removal  could  not,  in  this  manner,  be  effected, 
and  there  the  matter  ended.  Ur.  Wilde  has 
never  oSbred  these  slaves  to  the  United  States, 
on  the  same  terms,  or  on  any  terms ;  and,  if  he 
bad,  the  United  States  Government  has  no  an- 
thonty  to  expend  $11,000  belonging  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  for  any  such  object. 

Mr.  Randolph. — I  now  say,  sir,  without  in- 
tending the  least  disrespect,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur. 
Mmss,)  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Ur.  Baht- 
uttJ  affirms  as  a  Uct,  what  the  petition,  imd 
the  decree  of  the  Oonrt  of  Geoi^la,  do  posi- 
tively deny.  And  it  is  certainly  on  becoming 
of  this  House  to  say  to  one  of  its  committees, 
as  a  fact,  that  which  all  the  evidence  before 
the  Honse  proves  not  to  be  a  fact,  that  these 
people  had  been  taken  illegally.  The  resolu- 
tion in  its  present  form  affirms  that  thesd  slaves 
have  been  "inhumanly  and  illegally"  taken 
from  Africa.  They  may  have  been  taken  "  in- 
humanly," but  of  this  we  have  no  proof— bet 
as  to  their  having  been  taken  illegally  we  have 
the  most  positive  evidence  to  the  contrary,  be- 
cause they  were  claimed  (and  the  oltum  was 
established  by  the  tribunal  in  the  last  resort) 
^  ib»  Spanish  and  Portngnese  owners,  the 
GoTdrnment  cf  both  of  whose  countries  legalize 
the  traffic.  They  conld  not,  therefore,  have 
been  taken  oontrsry  to  law.  They  were  taken 
according  to  the  utWL  usages,  and  customs  of 
Africa,  and  of  the  nations  to  which  the  claim- 
ants belong.  They  were  as  lawfally  taken,  prob- 
ably, 03  any  slaves  who  were  brought  Into  South 
Oarolina  and  Georgia  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  under  that  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  permitted  the  traffic  in  slaves  for  a  lim- 
it^ time.  The  taking  and  bringing  of  these 
was  legal,  according  to  the  laws  of  America, 
and  by  the  customs  oi  Africa.  We  are,  there- 
fore, asked  to  affirm  that  the  slaves  mentioned 
in  this  petition  were  taken  "  illegally,"  when 
all  the jtfoof  is  to  the  oovAnxj. 

Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stroot  Tliat  man  has  a  hard  heart,  or  at  least 
a  narrow  understanding — ^yes,  and  a  narrow 
heart  too,  who  would  justify  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract. But  that  man,  although  he  may  have  a 
hetft  aa  capacious  as  the  Atluitic  Ocean  itself 
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has  a  narrow  and  ccmfined  intelleot,  who  un- 
dertakes to  make  himself  and  his  country  the 
judge  and  the  standard  for  other  men  and  other 
countries.  Sir,  this  very  principle  of  inter- 
ference with  the  conduct  of  other  nations  was 
one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  revolutionists 
of  France,  and  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  ob- 
jections  taken  to  the  conduct  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  at  IHlnitz.  We  have  no  right 
to  prescribe  laws  for  other  countri^  Godior- 
bid,  Mr.  B.  sud,  that  he  should  ever  defend 
slavery,  or  ever  should,  in  any  case,  r^se  his 
voice  e^ainst  the  cause  of  liberty.  Though, 
said  he,  I  might  r^nd  the  House  that  slavery 
existed  a  lo^  time  ago.  The  mother  ctf  the 
lahmaetites  was  a  bond-wcmum;  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  abont  whom  we  hear  so  much 
were  slave  owners.  Bit  Thomas  More,  one  of 
the  wisest,  and  one  oi  the  most  benevolent  of 
men,  conld  not  complete  bis  £utopian  Com- 
monwealth without  the  ud  of  slavery.  That 
it  has  existed,  does  exist ;  that  it  is  an  evil,  no 
one  will  deny.  Bnt  we  have  no  right,  on  that 
account,  to  make  laws  for  other  nations,  and  in 
this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court^ 
to  whom  the  case  was  submitted,  is  positive 
evidence  that  these  persons  were  not  illegally 
taken,  and  oonBeqaenUy  were  not  illegally 
brought  into  the  United,  States.  I  am  now 
bottoming  myself  upon  law — ^npon  sheer  law. 

Sir,  sfUd  Mr.  B.,  there  has  a  spirit  gone 
abroad — both  in  England  and  here — it  is  now 
raging  in  England,  perhaps,  aa  much  as  ever 
fanaticism  raged  there  in  the  time  of  the  Cov- 
enant of  the  Bound  Heads — it  Is  raging  here, 
and  I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  does  not  exist 
even  in  Virginia.  It  is  the  spirit  of  ne^ 
lecting  our  own  affairs  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  affurs  of  our  neighbors.  Sir, 
this  spirit  takes  the  plodder — ^yes,  the  plodder 
from  the  field — to  become  a  plodder  in  the 
pulpit.  It  has  taken  the  shoemaker  from  his 
last— and,  what  is  worse  thui  all,  it  takes  the 
mother  from  the  flrende  and  from  her  ohildreo, 
into  a  sort  of  rdigiona  dissipation,  in  which 
the  Church  is  made  as  much  a  Theatre  oa  the 
Grand  Opera  at  Paris,  or  as  Drury  Jjme  or 
Oovent  Garden  iir  London.  This  spirit  renders 
home  too  dull  a  place,  and  renders  it  (if  I  dare  to 
use  a  French  word  in  this  House,  or  a  Latin 
one,  without  the  certainty  of  being  misrepre- 
sented) the  very  seat  of  ennui. 

Sometimes  our  humanity  is  up  for  the  Greelcs 
— ^it  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I  know^  been  asked 
for  the  Tcojans— it  may,  very  possibly,  be  some 
day  np  for  the  Trojans — and  we  are  called  to 
r^oice,  in  a  victory  of  the  three  first  powers  of 
£urope  over  a  handful  of  semi-barbaria]i&  in 
the  harbor  of  the  ancient  Fylos.  Sir,  instead  of 
any  triumph,  in  my  opinion,  that  victory  was 
a  stigma — a  at^n — upon  the  naval  glory  of  all 
those  nations  concerned  in  it — I  mean  of  those 
who  had  any  glory  to  lose.  With  immense 
odds  in  their  favor,  they  attacked,  and  killed, 
and  murdered,  hand  to  hand,  as  brave  a  set  of 
men  as  the  sun  ever  shone  upon.  Ami  what 
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are  we  to  assist  the  Greeks  for  ?  To  huild  up 
s  nest  of  pirates  in  the  M^m !  Thej  were  so 
of  old—yes,  sir,  of  <dd-^oQg  before  the  time  of 
JJaz  ami  Agaznemaon — piratea  they  are — ^pi- 
ntea  tiiey  ever  hare  been — and  pirates  they 
ever  wiQ  be.  Why,  sir,  our  force  will  not  be 
able,  even  in  fiiat  small,  placid — ^that  halcyon 
aea,  I  might  call  it — to  protect  onr  own  com- 
merce from  their  row-boats  and  their  corsairs. 

In  saying  this,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  knew  that  he 
was  nmning  against  the  prejudices  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  philanthropy  which  was  so  much 
in  vogue.  But,  said  he,  what  was  I  sent  here 
for  bat  to  oppose  those  prejudices  whenever  it 
la  practicable  1 

[Here  the  Chair  interposed,  and  reminded 
Ur.  B.  that  the  discussion  ought  to  be  confined 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Baktuett,  which  was 
to  atrike  oat  iho  laat  words  of  Mr.  Hineb's 
amendment  to  his  resolntion.] 

Mr.  B.  resnmed.  If  I  am  out  of  order,  I 
mbmit  to  the  decision  of  the  Chur — what  I 
said  was  only  intended  as  illustration,  in  refer- 
«Doe  to  the  part  of  the  amendment,  which  goes 
to  assume  that  the  slaves  were  illegally  taken, 
when  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  decision  of 
the  court  in  the  last  resort  to  the  contraiy. 
8ir,  said  he,  I  will  put  a  case,  which  wfll 
fhrther  iUostrate  this  controversy.  Suppose 
ttiat  the  British  Government,  instead  of  being 
anxiooa,  as  they  are,  to  vomit  forth  the  Laza- 
roni  of  Irelandr— that  wretched  popnlatitm  who 
are  rednoed  to  the  minimum  and  the  ^«w^uf» 
too,  of  human  existence — to  the  potato,  ihe 
whole  potato  and  nothing  but  the  potato — was 
deirtrous  of  detuning  them  in  Ireland — would 
it  be  *'  inhnman  "  in  the  captain  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel — it  certainly  would  be  "  illegal,"  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  England — ^but  would  it 
be  "inhuman"  to  bring  a  nnmber  of  that 
wretched  peasantry,  ground  down  to  the  last 
turn  of  the  screw  of  despotism,  so  that  one 
turn  more  must  rescae  them  entirely  from  it — 
the  human  family  could  not  multiply  under  a 
feather  more  of  weight — to  bring  a  Dumber  of 
these  miserable  beings  to  this  country  1  Sir, 
I  will  not  say  how  much  hmiyuiity  and  reli^cm 
I  have^I  will  81^,  in  the  words  of  a  very  great 
man,  on  another  occasion, "  none  to  speak  of ; " 
bat  it  would  be  humanity  to  bring  them  aU 
here.  Tet,  as  regards  the  interest  of  my  coun- 
try—of the.  State  of  Yirpnia — ^I  would  hang 
any  man  who  brings  one  of  them  into  it  Yes 
nr,  I  would  make  it  death ; — for  it  woold  be 
inflictiojg  a  serious  evil. 

Sir,  if  this  amendment  be  adopted,  it  goes  to 
touch  not  only  the  legal  right  now  under  con- 
sideration, but  the  legal  right  to  every  slave  in 
the  country  previously  imported :  for,  if  these 
thirty-nine  uaves  were  inhamanly  and  illegally 
taken,  then,  according  to  the  reasoning  of  the 

gmtlanan,  aU  the  rest  which  were  brought 
to  this  connby  from  Afticaj  whilst  con- 
stitution admitted  their  introdactioD,  were  in- 
humanly and  illegally  taken. 
I  will  not  trespass  farther  on  the  patience 


[Jasujut^  lass. 

and  indulgence  of  the  House,  but,  as  a  south- 
ern man,  f  will  not  suffer  this  matter  to  go  any 
further,  withont  making  a  solemn  protest 
against  any  such  prefierenoe  as  this,  on  the  part 
of  any  branch  of  this  Government,  gcmig  to 
tonch  this  qaestiion,  or  affect  that  right  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  I  protest  asidnst  it  as 
one  of  the  humblest  and  lowest  of  the  Yirginia 
Delegation — and,  sir,  I  never  will  Mt  silent  here 
as  long  as  any  thing  is  brought  before  the 
House,  which  touches  it  in  tiie  dlgfatest  or  the 
remotest  degree. 

Mr.  Miner  be^ed  gentlemen  to  remember  that 
he  had  no  hand  m  bringing  this  subject  befora 
the  House.  The  case  of  these  peraons  was 
brought  here  by  others,  la  ^>eaking  of  the 
slave  trade  as  illegal,  I  did  not  mtend  to  speak 
in  the  precise  terms  of  the  lawyer,  nor  to  em- 
barrass the  qneeUon  with  legal  technicalities. 
The  honorable  gentleman  mn^  pardon  me,  but, 
because  Spain  and  Portugal  may  legaUze  this 
traffic',  I  cannot  regard  it  as  legal,  nor  consent 
to  speak  of  it  as  legal.  This  point  is  not  to  be 
settled  for  as  by  S}Miin  or  Fortngal.  "We  shoold 
regard  and  speak  of  it  as  statesmen,  and  the 
question  of  its  legality  should  be  determined 
by  the  higher  laws  of  God  and  humanity. 
Tliose  are  the  laws  to  which  I  referred.  • 

Mr.  MiNBB  withdrew  hia  amendment. 

And  the  qoestion  being  pnt  on  lb*.  Bast- 
Lett's  original  resolution,  viz.,  to  have  the  1^ 
recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  to  the 
HoQse  the  acts  of  the  case,  it  was  adt^itcd 
without  a  division. 

Cms  qfMarigny  jyAvUrhe. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occnpied  hi 
the  consideration  of  the  biU  for  the  relief  of 
Marigny  D'Auterive. 

Mr.  Dbatton,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  he 
concnrred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Clabe,)  who  last  addressed  the  conomit- 
tee,  in  the  wish  he  expressed,  that  the  necessity 
should  never  occur  of  discussing  the  question 
now  before  the  committee.  Bat  the  neceeeity 
has  occurred,  stud  Mr.  D.,  and  the  gentienua 
fhmi  New  York  baa  contributed  at  least  as 
mnoh  towards  it  as  any  one  who  has  engaged 
in  the  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Virgraia 
^r.  Bandolpo)  requested  that  no  member 
n-om  certmn  parts  of  the  Union  would  conde- 
scend to  discnss  the  mun  question  which  bad 
been  raised.  With  the  most  unfeigned  per- 
sonal respect  for  that  gentleman,  I  shall  rather 
imitate  his  precept  than  his  example :  for  aftjer 
the  course  which  he  had  recommended,  in  a 
manner  the  most  solemn  and  impr^sive,  he 
afterwards  entered  into  an  argument  which, 
perhaps,  exhaasted  the  subject.  I  undertake 
to  say  that,  if  it  should  ever  here  be  smondy 
discussed,  whetiber  the  master  has  a  right  « 
jffoperty  in  hia  stave,  that  no  members  wonld 
remain  In  this  HalL  who  represent  the  people 
of  the  States  in  which  slaves  are  poasessed. 
Bights  which  are  secured  by  the  constitution 
mast  endure  as  long  as  that  oonstitatiMk  existib 
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If  it  not  an  arHole  of  the  otnutitataon  tliat  pri- 
Tate  proper^  shall  not  be  taken  for  pnblic  use, 
without  compensation  ?  1b  it  not  another,  that 
the  dticens  of  each  State  are  entitled  to  all  the 
priTileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens  of  the  ser- 
eral  SUtes?  Are  these  articles  respected,  if 
his  property  is  ravished  from  the  sonthern 
oimer,  and  applied  to  the  pnblic  nse,  without 
remuneration?  Is  he  alone  to  be  deprived  of 
that  which  is  enjoyed  by  every  other  citizen  ? 
Are  these  infhictions  of  legal,  and  moral,  and 
oonstitational  rights  to  be  even  justified  by  re- 
sorting to  abstract  snbtleties  and  sophistdoal 
Tenements  f  I<et  me  entreat  tiie  oomndttee 
to  look  at  the  real  qnesUon  vhich  Is  before  it. 
It  is  ^ply  whether  an  individoal,  whose  prop- 
erty has  been  impressed  into  the  public  service 
is  to  be  pMd  for  the  damages  he  has  suBtained 
by  that  act  Would  the  committee,  a^pnAxvaAr 
ing  clearly  this  question,  ponder  for  a  moment 
as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  T  If  it  pauses, 
upon  the  ground  that  slaves  are  not  property 
—if  it  panses  to  investigate  and  decide  what 
Congress  has  no  power  to  sit  in  Judgment 
upon — the  pause  would  resemble  that  which 
precedes  the  whirlwind  and  the  tempest:  it 
would  be  followed  by  tiie  rocking  of  the  fabric 
^oor  constitution  to  its  base,  and  its  prostra- 
tion  in  the  dost.  Sir,  when  I  listened  to  the 
sentiments  which  were  e^ressed  by  some  who 
have  addressed  the  committee,  partionlarly  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (}It.  Olabk  ;) 
when  I  heard  Uiem  utter  opinions  pregnant 
with  such  baleful  consequences,  I  shuddered. 
"When  I  heard  doctrines  advancMl,  the  recogni- 
tion of  which  would  dissolve  th&  bonds  of  onr 
confederacy,  I  trembled  for  my  country.  It 
has  been  openly  avowed,  that  the  United 
States,  in  virtue  of  the  compromise  in  the  con- 
stitution,  by  which  slaves  were  represented, 
are  entitled,  in  every  military  emereenoy,  to 
take  these  uaves  into  the  public  service,  with- 
out the  consent  or  remuneration  of  thor  own- 
era.  Do  the  inhabituite  of  the  South  h<Jd  their , 
property  at  the  will  ofthe  United  States  f  Are 
their  slaves  at  the  mercy  of  the  Gkivemment  t 
Oan  &eir  proprietors  when  it  shall  please  this 
Government,  be  reduced  to  destitution  and 
bes^puyt  When  such  principles  are  promul- 
g^M,  will  our  citizens  calculate  upon  the  value 
of  tiie  Union  !  If  I  know  my  countrymen,  they 
would  sooner  peHsh;  bnt  they  would  perish 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  dyed  in  the  blood  of 
those  who  would  attempt  to  rivet  upon  them 
so  degrading  a  vassalage.  Did  they  submit  to 
such  degradation,  they  would  deserve  it :  they 
would  M  fitter  for  daveiy  tiisn  freedom.  And 
^at,  rar,  whilst  professing  doctrines  leading  to 
the  ^rest  issaes,  to  the  snbverdon  of  the  oon- 
federaoy,  to  bloodshed,  and  civil  war,  the  gentie- 
man  (Mr.  Olabk)  talked,  in  impassioned  terms, 
of  justice,  and  benevolence,  and  religion.  Sa- 
cred inajesty  of  justice  I  are  these  thy  dictates  ? 
Pore  fbunttun  of  benevolence  I  do  these  pre- 
oopta  ^w  from  thy  sonroe}  Is  this,  O  God 
ofjferctyl  is  tUa  ute  rdlj^  thoa  ei))<rfne8tl 


{H.OF& 

Thonfi^  stHnewbat  drawn  from  the  even  t«ior 
of  the  discussion,  by  giving  utterance  to  feel- 
ings which  conld  not  be  suppressed,  L  will, 
nevertheless,  now  endeavor  to  argue  the  quea- 
titm  before  us  calmly,  or  rather  those  parts  of 
it  which  admit  of  argument.  As  several  gen- 
tlemen have  spoken,  to  whom  I  wish  to  reply, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  committee  I 
wUl  compress  the  substance  of  what  they  have 
sidd  in  a  few  propositions,  and  trust  that  I  shall 
demonstrate  that  Uiey  rest  upon  foundations 
vhich  are  utterly  untenable. 

Upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  as  connected  with 
its  eidstenoe  in  the  Southern  States,  I  hoped 
never  to  have  uttered  a  syllable  in  tfau  House ; 
but,  as  it  has  been  forced  upon  me,  and  as^  in 
its  discussion,  much  feeling  la  neeessarily  min- 
gled, in  order  ttwt  sentiments  may  not  be  as- 
cribed to  me  which  I  do  not  entertain,  I  will 
make  some  few  remarks  upon  the  eobjeot. 
What  I  have  hitherto  said,  has  been  founded 
upon  i^ht,  upon  strict  and  inalienable  rights 
a  right  which  belongs  to  my  constituents  and 
to  myself  which  it  is  both  my  duty  and  my  in- 
clination to  defend  and  preserve  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability.  Slavery,  in  the  abstract,  I  con- 
demn and  abhor.  I  know  no  terms  too  stnuu 
to  express  my  reprobation  of  those  who  would 
inteoance  it  into  a  naliM.  I  know  no  Isnguage 
of  <fftininati(HL  too  nnqnaUfied  to  be  qip&d  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  African  slava 
trade.  An  African  slave  ship  is  a  spectacle 
from  which  all  men  woold  recoil  with  horror, 
unless  the  vilest  lust  of  lucre  had  steeled  their 
hearts  against  every  feeling  of  humanity.  But 
when  we  live  in  States  in  which  slavery  existed 
before  we  ^d,  where  it  has  grown  with  our 
growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strength,  it 
has  become  so  inseparable  from,  and  inter- 
woven with,  our  condition,  as  to  be  irremedia- 
ble— or,  if  remediable,  can  only  be  so  by  the 
sUnr  pri)oes8  oi  time.  Onr  oonsc^atioii  is  that 
we  did  not  wi^nato  it;  when  a  ocdoi^,  we 
stm^ed  against  it;  we  fbond  it  at  onr  births; 
it  was  a  part  of  our  inheritance — from  which 
we  oan  no  more  deliver  onrsdves,  tiian  we  on 
from  the  miasma  of  our  swamps,  or  the  rays 
of  onr  burning  son.  However  ameliorated  by 
oompasnon — however  corrected  by  religion — 
still  slavery  is  a  bitter  draught,  and  the  ^alioe 
which  contains  the  nanseons  potion  is,  perhaps, 
more  frequently  pressed  by  the  lips  of  the  mas- 
ter than  of  the  slave.  All  we  can  do^  is,  for 
our  safety,  to  retain  the  slaves  in  a  due  state  cf 
subordination,  and,  for  their  aakes,  and  for  the 
sake  of  humanity,  to  treat  them  with  ail  the 
consideration  and  mildness  whloh  thrtr  con^ 
tion  pavdta.  Bnt  whatever  we  do,  most  be 
tiie  work  of  ourselves.  To  undentand  how 
slaves  ooc^t  to  be  treated,  we  most  be  among 
Uiem — must  be  acquainted  with  their  minds, 
temperaments,  and  habits.  One  not  living 
among  them,  would  be  as  unfit  to  establish 
rules  for  theb*  government,  as  could  be  an  ig- 
norant enn^rio  to  presoribe  a  remedy  for  a  dis- 
ease whion  he  knew  only  by  name.  We  not 
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only  are  alone  arable  <tf  devisiiig  the  best 
practicable  mode  to  be  obflerved  tovarda  onr 
aUvea,  bnt  we  will  suffer  none  others  to  med- 
dle wiQi  them.  Slavery  is  a  mtmicipal  ioatitu- 
tion,  as  mio(nmected  with  aaj  control  of  the 
United  States,  as  our  corporations,  oar  colleges, 
or  oar  public  charities.  We  would  as  soon  per- 
mit others  to  invade  t^e  sanctuary  of  our  dwell- 
ings as  to  touch  it.  We  would  as  soon  permit 
Congress  to  dictate  to  us  in  our  domestic  oon- 
oema, — in  our  social  intercourse — to  prescribe 
to  us  a  system  of  reli^on,  or  a  code  of  morals. 
We  should  receive  any  extrinsic  interposition  as 
an  injniy,  and  resmt  It  as  ui  iusolt.  Knob  aa 
we  value  tiiia  Union,  we  would  rather  see  it 
diaadTed  tiian  yidd  to  saoh  a  Tiolation  of  oar 
rights.  Hnch  aa  we  lore  oor  oonntry,  we 
would  rather  see  our  cities  in  flames,  oor 
pliuits  dr^ched  in  blood — ^rather  endure  all  the 
oalamities  of  civil  war,  than  parley  for  an  instant 
i^n  the  right  of  any  power  than  our  own  to 
interfare  with  the  regnktion  of  onr  slares. 
{Ban  the  debate  dosed  for  to-day.] 


Feidat,  January  11. 

Cate  <if  Marigny  B'Auterite, 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
"WlM^e  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uarigny 
D'Anterive,  the  question  being  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  LmHQsroN. 

Mr.  BnmiBB,  of  New  York,  sidd:  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  individaal,  coming  from  my 
part  of  the  country,  to  hear  dispassionately  and 
coolly,  the  language  which  has  been  used  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  South.  We  hav^  all  of 
us,  certfun  habits  of  thought,  certain  feelings 
and  associations,  inseparable  from  onr  nature, 
which  educatioD  renders  indelible,  and  which 
abonld  be  mutually  respected.  We  ought  to 
remember  that,  so  fallible  is  human  reason,  and 
aomnohnnder  the  dominion  of  theoiromustances 
wMch  sarroui^  it,  and  impart  to  it  their  own 
character,  tiuA  I2ie  same  exact  qnantom  of  rea- 
aoo,  as  it  exists  nwth  or  Booth  of  tiw  Potomac, 
vxweised  upon  certain  subjects,  may  perform 
peeiBely  converse  operations;  and  it  therefore 
beoomea  us,  when  disousBiug  any  topic  which 
thos  alters  tiie  character  of  onr  rational  nature, 
to  practise  a  lesson  of  mutual  toleration,  of  mn- 
toal  forbearance.  When  our  Boutiiem  brethren, 
therefore,  giving  utterance  to  the  unbiassed 
dictates  of  their  own  judgment,  on  this  irritat- 
ing question, forbid  us  to  touch  or  approaoh  it; 
when,  La  their  language  of  strong  and  indignant 
feeling^  they  warn  us  ag^nst  the  hazard  of  in- 
curring the  last  and  worst  of  political  evils — 
th^  forget  this  peouliarity  of  our  relative  posi- 
tion. They  do  more,  Mr.  Chairman ;  for,  ar- 
riving at  the  eonolndon  thai  this  Hoose  haa  no 
power  to  dedde  whether  a  slave  be  property 
by  virtne  of  thur  own  natural  reason,  and  in- 
hibitio|;  us  from  even  an  approach  to  that  ques- 
tion, t£ey  claim  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of 
reason,  and  the  expression  of  oi^nion,  which 
Um^  reflue  to  HI. 


[JaauMT,  ISSl. 

There  are  two  great  dividona  of  pro|>eiij, 
in  respect  to  their  natures,  that  ere  s^iarated 

from  each  other  by  a  line  as  clear,  and  marked, 
as  light  and  dorknees.  The^  are— (bat  prop- 
erty which  has  no  rational  will  and  that  which 
has.  Both  have  been  the  subjects  of  owner- 
ship from  the  earliest  ages,  and  the  right  <rf  ex- 
clusive ownership  over  ooth,  is  of  an  orijnn  co- 
eval with  the  history  of  the  world.  The  na- 
ture, however,  of  this  exdunve  right,  is  differ- 
ent, vastiy  different,  in  each ;  and  the  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  nature  of  the  subject 
No  man  who  has  the  slightest  g^immmng  cf 
reaaoncanotHifinindlliun.  No  Iwisiativ*  bo^ 
ever  has  onifonnded  them.  Toe  eonlbBiiiD, 
whenever  it  arisee,  haa  its  root  in  pasmm, 
jndioe,  or  ignoranoe.  Oor  natural  feeUng  ia 
this,  as  in  many  other  matters,  overmatches  all 
the  sophistries  of  reason.  For  what  man  can 
view  the  death  of  his  ox  and  bis  slave,  with 
equal  indifference?  If  such  a  man  there  be 
that  man  is  not  to  be  found  north  or  south  of 
the  Potomac,  We  exercise  over  the  one  sobject 
(however  uncontrollable  our  political  right  and 
power  inay  be)  an  accountable,  a  re^wnffible, 
a  moral  agency ;  if  not  responsible  here,  at 
least  hereafter.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  the 
framers  of  our  oonstitntion  intoided  to  Uatd 
these  two  snl^eota  together  in  this  their  pro- 
vision!  Let  me  ask,  if  both  had  been  in- 
tended, wonld  not  each  have  been  as  distinctly 
pointed  out  by  words,  as  they  are  different 
in  their  natures?  Let  me  ask  agun,  what  is 
this  right  of  property  which  the  master  has 
over  his  slave!  What  but  a  right  to  his 
services,  the  right  to  his  bodily  and  inteUectoal 
labor,  eitiier  for  life  or  for  years,  accompanied 
by  the  duties  of  protection  and  sustenance! 
If  for  either  life  or  years,  what  difference  can 
the  ^ntieman  from  Louisiana,  the  first  civilian 
of  his  country,  among  the  first  jurists  cf  any, 
point  oat  betwem  the  servitude  of  the  dave, 
and  that  of  a  minor  \ij  the  civil  law,  w  aa 
apprentice  by  onr  common  law  sj^Lem  t  fte 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  l^al  dotkM 
of  protection  are  the  same  m  each,  and  the 
legal  right  to  the  services  is  the  same.  I 
know  well,  tiiat  there  is  an  important  dif- 
ference in  their  respective  conditicRis ;  but  this 
is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  present  dia- 
onssion. 

I,  for  one  at  least,  am  free  to  acknowledge^ 
what  I  religiously  believe,  that,  guarauteed  as 
the  claimants  and  possessors  of  these  rights 
are,  by  prescriptive  nght  and  by  oonstitatimal 
compact,  they  can  expect  noUiing — they  can 
hope  nothing— they  must  lose  every  things 
if  we  attempt,  by  direction  or  indirectitm,  to 
make  or  meddle  with  this  subject  of  their 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  This  is  a  topic  upon 
which  we  of  the  one  side,  may  q>ecalate 
coolly ;  because  one  common  conseqnenoe  of 
evil  to  North  and  South  is  remote ;  the  other, 
peculiar  to  the  South,  is  present,  presang,  aiM 
CHuful.  It  is  an  evil  of  wluch  the  OMistitntaoiL 
haa  made  them  the  only  Jodgw,  as  byStaaatiin 
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ihey  ought  to  be — the  only  persons  empowered 
and  competent  to  alter,  to  soften^  or  to  eradicate. 
The7  well  know  that  any  experimental  tamper- 
ing on  our  part,  most  be  made  at  their  sole  risk, 
cost,  and  suffering.  Is  it  strange,  then,  that, 
with  the  pledged  ftuth  of  the  nation,  and  the 
prescriptive  right  of  ages  for  the  guarantees  of 
their  title,  thej  should  be  Jealous  of  our  inter- 
forenoe !  This,  however,  u  a  partial  eonsidera- 
tion.  There  is  the  other  ownmon  danger  to  us 
both,  orlaiiig  out  of  it,  and  its  neoeasaiy  oon- 
■eqnenoe,  to  which  I  have  distinotlj  aunded. 
Tbi6  dissolution  of  this  Union  is  an  event  which 
no  American  citizen  can  contemplate  without 
the  most  intense  feelings  for  the  national 
Interest  and  national  glorj.  I  need  only  allude 
to  it.  Other  causes  may  hereafter  endanger 
or  destroy  th»  fSunily  of  free  republics,  but 
this  is  the  present  danger,  imminent  and  fear- 
fnl.  Mr.  B.  then  insisted  warmly,  and  at 
length,  upon  the  injurious  effect  produced  on 
public  sentiment,  and  the  patriotic  sympathies 
of  the  whole  nation,  by  those  ill-judged  and 
iU-tinked  appeals  to  oerttin  fedtngsi,  and  those 
menaces  of  ^reftil  oonseqaences ;  in  their 
proper  time  uid  place  susceptible  of  producing 
powerfhl  Impressions  uid  probably  salutary 
effects ;  but  if  used  on  an^  other  occasion,  only 
wearing  out  and  Mttermg  their  own  power 
and  weight.  He  then  proceeded.  Let  me, 
then,  entreat  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  to 
forbear  pressing  the  discussion  of  this  question 
upon  every  idle  occasion.  Let  not  the  braia- 
siok  theories  of  speculative  men,  in  this  House, 
or  oat  of  it,  provoke  them  to  it.  Let  them  not 
start  np,  on  every  inconsiderate  resolution 
which  may  apiiear  to  involve  it,  to  protest 
against  its  being  considered,  thought  o^ 
approached,  or  touched.  Let  them  rest  upon 
their  title  to  the  snlject  as  property.  It  is 
founded  npon  the  same  prescriptive  right,  upon 
the  same  pledge  of  national  faith,  with  our 
own.  Do  the  gentlemen  if  the  South  suppose 
tiiat  we  can  sanction  an  attack  apon  their 
rights,  which  must,  in  its  principle,  endanger 
our  own?  If  we  respect  not  tbe  rights  of 
property,  as  secure  to  them,  do  we  not  know 
that  the  time  will  come  when  others  will  cease 
to  regard  or  respect  our  parchments  and  muni- 
ments? But  they  have  a  stronger  hold  upon 
us  than  even  this.  We  cannot  forget  the  blood 
that  was  prodigally  shed  by  the  g^lantry  of 
the  Sooth  in  securing  that  independeoce  which 
the  united  wisdcna  m  all  has  establistwd  upon 
its  present  ba^  We  remember  who  it  was 
from  the  South  that  led  us  to  conquest  and  to 
glory.  Let  tiiem  trust  something  to  our  gen- 
erous feelings — something  to  the  tie  thaA  bmds 
US  tc^ther.  het  them  wait  until  the  evil  is 
real,  and  not  distant,  contingent,  imagin^y. 
When  some  bold  bad  man,  for  mean  and  selfish 
purposes,  shall  attempt  to  make  this  contest 
the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  whether  upon 
nnsoond  notions  of  political  expediency,  or  the 
pretences  of  impracticable  benevolence,  they 
vill  then  find  that  the  North  wiU  be  true  (I 
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speak  the  language  of  exprienoe)  to  them,  true 
to  itself  true  to  the  Union.  The  gallant  i^irita 
from  South  Carolina  may  then  pour  forui,  in 
tbe  strong  language  of  passionate  eloquence^ 
those  truths,  the  toroe  of  which  the  coolest 
men  will  acknowledge,  and  the  dullest  will  feel 
Let  the  ^ntleman  from  Yir^nla  then  raise  his 
dear,  distinct,  and  thrilling  voloe^  let  bira  put 
forth  his  great  energies  npon  a  snlfjeet  woraiy 
at  Uieni--^e  will  find  a  respondent  feeling  in 
the  North.  He  will  then  discover,  when  the 
danger  is  real,  thi^  the. sympathy  is  common. 
Men  of  all  classes  and  all  descriptions  will 
answer  to  his  call.  The  danger  of  this  Union 
will  then  become  a  natural  object  of  religious 
dread  and  reverence  to  both  North  and  South. 
Embracing,  as  it  does,  recollections  and  events, 
which  have  both  instructed,  astonished,  and 
appalled  the  Earopeau  world,  we  will  stamp 
with  infiuny  the  man,  or  combination  of  men, 
who  attempts  to  hazard  it  by  an  attack  upon 
this,  one  of  its  vital  principles. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentieman 
from  Louisiana  goes  to  Indemnify  the  master 
of  a  slave  Impressed  into  the  pnbho  Bervice,  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and  wounded  by 
the  enemy  while  thus  in  the  public  service,  for 
the  deterioration  in  his  value  cimsed  by  the 
wound  thus  received. 

This  amendment  is  resisted  by  the  gentiemen 
who  have  argued  in  opposition  to  its  adoption, 
upon  various  grounas.  It  is  resisted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Whittlbskt,)  npon 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  as  illustrated 
by  various  precedents  recogninng  the  principle 
that  slaves  are  not  put  on  the  footing  of  prop- 
erty, and  paid  for  when  lost  to  the  owner,  in  the 
public  service.  By  the  gentieman  from  New 
York,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Clwms^ 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  the  right  of  the  Qor- 
emment,  when  threatened  with  destruction,  to 
use  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  n^tonal  defsnccL 
and  that,  too,  without  being  liable  to  be  called 
on  for  indemnification.  By  another  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  upon  the  ground, 
that  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  a 
right  to  his  services  under  all  circumstances 
whatsoever,  and  also  to  the  absolute,  nnqnalifled 
control  and  cnstody  of  bis  person ;  so  that  it 
cannot  be  taken  from  him  for  pnrposes  of 
service,  nor  his  actions  regulated  by  any  power 
but  his  own,  save  when  the  State  lays  its  hand 
upon  him  for  the  panlshment  of  crime,  and  the 
preservation  of  public  peace.  By  all  these 
gentiemen  npon  the  analogy  between  master  and 
servant,  and  master  and  ^iprentdee.  The  clidm 
is  farther  resisted  upon  the  ground  of  political 
inexpediency. 

The  gentieman  from  Ohio  has,  for  a  Icmg  time, 
been  a  distinguished  and  laborious  member  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Claims.  He  knows  full  well 
the  great  weight  which  the  decisions  of  pre- 
ceding committees,  and  the  opinions  of  en- 
lightened statesmen,  have  on  the  judgment  of 
tiiose  called  to  act  npon  analogous  questions. 
He  has,  therefore,  with  great  mdnstry,  culled 
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from  the  Journals  of  this  House,  reports  of 
Tarioas  comniittees  oq  questions  of  the  like 
^aracter  with  the  one  nnder  discussion — estab- 
lishing, as  he  argnes,  the  correctness  of  the 
position  which  he  has  assnmed  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment;  and  from  which  he  ai^es 
that  the  practice  of  the  GioTemment  has  been 
to  withhold  indemnitj  for  slaves  injured  when 
called  into  the  tmblio  aerrioe,  as  D'AnteriTe's 
fibTe  was.  ^ta  great  deference  to  the  jndg- 
meat  of  that  gentleman,  the  reports  referred  to 
reoognize  no  snoh  principle.  The  principle 
retwgnized  in  these  cases  presented  to  the  cotn- 
mittm  is,  that,  when  a  slave  is  volontarilj 
'oarried  into  the  military  service  of  the  country, 
by  his  master,  being  an  officer,  and  sabstituted 
by  the  assent  of  the  officer  commanding,  for  the 
servant  which  the  Government  was  bound  to 
provide  the  master  with,  that  then  the  Gkivem- 
ment  is  not  bound  to  indemnify  the  master  for 
t^jory  sastained  by  the  servant  while  thus  em- 
ployed. The  oases  referred  to,  are  oases  of 
iabstitation  by  agreement.  The  first  ease  is 
file  report  of  Uontgomeryf  who  wai  a  liea- 
tenant,  who  earried  with  mm  his  serrant  as  a 
T^ter,  who  waa  killed.  The  committee  in  that 
rwort,  say,  if  the  Government  shonld  be  com- 
pdled  to  pi^  for  the  negro,  fhey  would  stand 
as  tbe  warranter  of  the  valoe,  instead  of  nuk- 
ing a  reasonable  allowance  for  htm  as  a 
w^ter — placing  the  remstance  to  his  applica- 
tion for  relief  npon  the  ^irit  of  the  implied 
agreement,  which  waa  not  ona  ot  warranty  bat 
of  compensation. 

In  accordance  with  t^is  principle,  recog- 
nized in  this  first  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  reUef  for  alaves  ii^nred  in  the  pubUo 
■ervioe,  the  olidma  ct  I*wrence,  Evans,  Mid 
Suw,  were  r^eoted,  Inasmnoh  aa  all  of  those 
olaims  were  for  indemnity  far  &e  loss  of  their 
slaves,  who  were  sabstitnted  in  the  place  of  the 
waiters  which  the  Government,  by  its  army 
r^nlatims,  had  itself  promised  to  these  officers, 
to  oe  taken  from  the  ranks.  The  application 
now  made  for  compensation  comes  not  within 
file  rule  of  snbstitntion,  for  it  is  a  case  of  im- 
pressment, where  the  Government,  bonnd  with 
the  obligation  of  the  general  defence,  omitted 
to  provide  the  means  essential  to  protect  the 
country  against  the  invasion  of  the  enemy,  im- 
preasea  or  takes,  without  the  consent  of  the 
oitlsen,  his  slave^  and  employs  Um  Ibr  the  gen- 
enl  wel&re. 

Hie  not  rmort  roferred  to  by  the  chairman, 
li  the  ease  of  Pnrkill,  who  waa  impressed  by 
the  order  of  General  Jackson,  and,  when  the 
men  were  called  to  man  the  lines  on  the  8th  of 
January,  was  sent  to  throw  up  entrenchments, 
in  the  doing  of  which  he  contracted  a  con- 
Bumption,  of  which  he  died.  The  committee 
that  reported  on  this  case,  were  of  opinion 
that,  as  it  was  a  case  of  conseqnential  injury, 
the  Government  was  not  bonna  to  indemniiy 
the  owner;  and  when  the  committee  report 
adverse  to  this  ohdm,  l>eoause  the  injory  was 
ooDsequential,  it  does  i^pear  to  me,  Itu.  Otu^- 
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man,  that,  if  the  injury  had  been  direct  and 
immediate,  in  oonseqitence  of  a  wound  received 
in  battle,  they  would  have  reported  in  ftvcw  of 
PurkilVs  claim.  Indeed,  it  does  t^^ear,  from 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  committee,  that 
they  admit  the  liability  of  the  Government  fior 
indemnity  for  immediate  and  direct  injury,  bat 
not  for  remote  or  eonseqnentjal  ii^niy.  If^  is 
their  opinion,  the  Government  waa  ezenipt 
fhmi  the  obl^ialaon  of  indemni^  for  ii^jwici 
done  to  slaves  while  impressed  in  the  pnblic 
service,  I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  dwtinction 
assnmed  by  the  committee  between  direct  and 
conseqnential  i^Jory,  upon  which  this  report 
reposes.  Thus,  sir,  it  does  appear  that  this  is 
the  first  cose  in  which  this  House  has  been 
called  on  to  decide  if  there  be  any  claim  on  tlie 
justice  of  this  nation  to  indemnify  a  master  for 
an  immediate  and  direct  injury,  resulting  from 
a  wound  received  from  the  enemy  by  bis  slave, 
while  impressed  into  the  public  service.  The 
whole  power  of  precedoit  is  thus  removed. 
There  is  no  practice  of  this  House ;  no  prind- 
]de  recognized  by  the  treafy-maUng  power; 
no  act  or  tdie  General  Govemmw^  wmdi  le- 
jeota  this  claim. 

Let  ns  then  see  how  it  stands  on  princiide. 
The  ^ntleman  from  New  York  says,  that  the 
constitution,  for  certun  purposes,  regwds  slaves 
as  persons,  and  for  a  very  important  paipose. 
It  ^ves  to  their  masters,  in  their  right,  n  por- 
tion of  our  national  representaticnif  and  the 
equivalent  yielded  for  this  increase  on  tlus 
floor,  ia  the  right  of  this  nation  to  call  those 
slaves  to  the  general  defence,  in  times  of  great 
national  emergency,  and  thiU;,  too,  without  in- 
curring any  reaponribili^  on  the  part  ot  the 
;  Government,  to  indemn^  fiieir  mastery  ftr 
tiieir  loss  in  battle.  It  is  a  snl^eet  of  consra^ 
uladouj  At,  that  no  other  ^ntleman,  in  debaie^ 
has  relied  upon  this  constitutional  doctrine,  in 
resistuice  to  the  proposed  amendment.  'Who- 
ever this  House  shall  recognize  in  the  National 
Government,  the  right  claimed  for  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Tork,  it  will  carry  alarm 
and  dismay  throngfa  the  sonthem  sections  of 
this  Bepublic.  If  this  nation  is  vested  with 
this  implied  power  of  taking  this  species  d 
private  property,  upon  any  great  politieal  exi- 
gency, ror  the  common  defence,  wifiioat  mak- 
ing Just  compensation  to  the  owner,  the  <atizea 
hM  no  etnuQtntional  security  fw  the  aoqnb^ 
tions  of  his  labor ;  and,  if  Uiia  dlrtfai^oa  is 
recognized  by  this  House,  between  daves  and 
other  kinds  of  property,  it  will  engender  in  the 
minds  of  our  peoi^e,  jealondes  and  distrost. 
They  will  be  led  to  beheve,  that  that  qiedee  of 
private  property  which  is  most  common  in  the 
South,  will  be  placed  within  the  gra^  o€  the 
national  arm,  without  just  compensation  to  the 
owners ;  while  the  property  and  the  'm^l^o'' 
the  non-slaveholding  States  is  shielded  ag^!4 
its  power  by  the  restrictions  imposed  by  tlie 
oonsHtntion  in  protection  of  private  property. 
A  reof^ition  of  suoh  a  distineljon  wiU  i>4 
highly  mvidions,  and  oanse  nmch  jost  diasatls- 


Cam  ff  Mar^/Kf  jyAvtariie. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBBSa 


661 


faction.  Bat  this  branch  of  the  prerogative 
claimed  for  the  Federal  Government  hj  the 
gentleman  from  Hew  York,  alarming  as  it  maj 
be,  ia  nothii^  when  contraated  with  the  ter- 
rmo  power,  which  be  also  says  was  yielded  np 
by  the  Sontbem  States,  at  the  adoption  of  the 
oonstitation,  as  the  equivalent  for  an  increased 
representation  on  this  door.  This  power,  he 
Bays,  thns  yielded  to  the  General  Government, 
was  the  power  to  embody  oar  slaves,  to  dis- 
cipline, to  arm  them — in  fine,  the  power  to 
place  we  lives  of  the  master  in  the  hands  of 
the  slave  1  It  cannot  be  that  the  South  ever 
consented  to  yield  such  a  prerogative  to  the 
Kattonal  OoverDment.  The  magnitude  of  the 
grant  is  of  too  ^palling  and  temflo  a  charac- 
ter for  this  House,  for  the  gentlenuui  from  New 
York,  upon  deliberadoa,  to  beUeve,  that  the 
eompromidng  temper  of  the  oonstitiitioD:,  in : 
relanon  to  representation,  eTentnated  in  arm- 
ing the  National  Gorerament  with  snch  an  un- 
restricted control  over  this  species  of  property, 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman's  views,  not 
only  may  be  taken  without  equivalent,  but 
which,  when  taken,  may  be  so  used  as  to  pro- 
duce the  most  horrible  results  t 

I  forbear  pressing  any  ftirtber  this  aspect  of 
bis  position.  My  oqect  is  not  to  prodaoe  ex- 
citement. 

Mr.  Ijtinoston,  of  Louisiana,  bad  not  the 
least  idea  that  such  a  spirit  could  have  been 
excited  as  bad  been  manifested  in  the  House ; 
and,  so  far  from  having  deserved  tiie  reproach 
of  nnneoessarily  stirring  an  important  and  deli- 
cate question,  toe  amendment  be  had  proposed 
oould  not,  as  he  thought,  hurt  any  honest  pre- 
Judioe,  or  give  tbe  slightest  shock  to  the  most 
sensitive  mind ;  on  the  contrary,  in  itself,  it 
involved  nothing  but  a  question  of  plain  obvi- 
ous justice.  He  had,  however,  with  deep  re- 
gret, perceived,  that  it  bad  been  made  the  oc- 
casion of  introducing  the  most  dangerous  and 
destructive  doctrine ;  and,  having  no  desire  to 
prolong  or  to  increase  the  excitement  growing 
out  of  tide  debate,  it  was  bis  intention,  before 
be  resnmed  his  seat,  to  withdraw  tbe  amend- 
ment be  bad  oflbred.  Jostioe  to  bbnsetf,  bow- 
ever,  required  that  be  should  state  bis  reasons 
for  so  doing. 

It  had  been  sidd  that  the  excitement  had 
been  unnecessarily  raised  by  those  who  had  in- 
trodnoed  and  supported  the  amendment,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims  which  in  any  wise  called 
for  it  It  was  on  this  point  alone  that  Mr.  L. 
said  he  wished  to  be  heard.  Gentiemen  have 
Biud,  "  Ton  have,  without  reason,  raised  a  com- 
motion, which  the  subject  did  not  coll  for; 
yon  have  grown  warm,  and  have  insisted  that 
this  is  A  most  serious  question,  but.  If  it  ia  a 
serious  qnettion  on  your  side,  it  is  no  leas  so  on 
onn.**  This  was  what  be  wmed  to  examine. 
He  held  tiiat,  while  t)ie  principle  involved  in 
the  amendment  was  a  most  serious  one,  indeed, 
to  the  slaveholding  States,  it  was  at>solutely 
liothing  to  those  States  where  alavee  were  not 
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to  be  found ;  and  so  oertun  was  he,  that  it 
would  be  so  ocaisidered,  that  he  wotud  have 
been  willing  to  submit  it  to  WilUam  Wilber- 
foroe,  or  to  the  Apostle  of  Abolition,  Caleb 
Lowndes  himself.  Gentiemen  from  the  Nortb- 
em  States  might,  witii  some  reason,  have  bed 
their  feelings  of  homanity  roused,  had  it  been 
proposed  either  to  increase  tbe  number  of  per- 
sons in  slavery,  or  in  any  manner  to  aggravate 
the  hardships  of  their  condition.  So  far  as 
this,  he  ftdly  entered  into  their  feelings,  he 
agreed,  and  he  felt  with  them.  But  wn&t  is 
the  case  here !  A  man  has  had  his  slave  in- 
ured, while  taken  by  force  to  labor  in  the  pub- 
ic service.  The  &cts  are  settled,  and  the 
amount  of  damages  ascertained.  Tb?  only 
question  is.  shall  we  pay  the  demand  I  Now, 
stf,  asked  ut.  L..  bow  are  tbe  feelings  (tf  bu- 
msnity  involved  in  such  a  qnestiiHil  MfiXl  the 
miseries  of  davery  be  any  fighter  if  ve  do  not 
pay  it,  than  if  we  do!  Will  the  number  of 
persons  in  slavery  l>e  increased  by  our  paying, 
or  diminished  by  our  refh^ng?  What  gowl 
feeling  will  he  gratified  by  onr  refrisal  ?  None 
that  I  can  conceive  of.  Sir,  is  this  a  fair  view 
of  the  case,  or  is  it  not  ?  Be  the  pr^ndices  of 
^ntiemen  ever  so  inveterate,  even  pnyndice 
itself  cannot  be  injured,  by  doing  an  act  of 
manifest  justice.  And  gentiemen  must  pardon 
me  for  saying,  Ijecause  f  state  what  is  the  fact, 
that  I  have  not  heard  so  ranch  as  the  shadow 
of  a  reason  for  reftidng  the  payment. 

Our  slaves  have  never  been  employed  as  sol- 
diers— never  have  been  impressed  as  such — onr 
foes  are  to  be  repelled  non  tali  auxilio,  nee  dc- 
feMoribua  Uti$.  To  defend  our  oonntry  is  too 
honorable  an  employment  to  be  trusted  to,  or 
divided  with  slaves.  We  claim  that  function 
for  ourselves.  The  same  gentieman  asks.  Shall 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  because  he  has 
epaulettes  on  bis  shoulders,  and  a  sword  by  his 
side,  be  permitted  to  take  the  dare  from  his 
master,  and  shall  we  indemnifjr  him  for  the 
illegal  act  f  Sir,  this  is  not  a  bill  of  indemnifi- 
cation, and  the  act,  though  an  invadon  at  pri- 
vate property,  ia  one  ctf  those  cases  in  wuoh 
racb  invadon  Is  allowed  by  tiie  constitnticm, 
under  the  obligation  of  giving  compensation — 
which  obligation  it  is  the  intent  of  tbe  amend- 
ment to  folfil.  It  is  not  an  illegal  act,  done 
with  a  good  intent,  agtunst  the  consequences  of 
which  Congress  have  generally  thought  it  right 
to  indemnity  their  officers;  but  is  in  case  of 
property  taken  for  tiie^  use,  and  lost  in  their 
service,  by  their  act  It  was  not  beoaase  the 
ofiScer  had  epaulettes  on  his  shoulders  that  he 
took  this  property,  but  because  he  had  a  head 
thereon  that  had  formed  the  nnltending  resola- 
tion  to  use  all  tiie  means  in  his  power  to  deftod 
his  oonntry;  becanse  be  bed  a  heart  in  bis 
bosom  that  oonld  feel  and  jnxMde  for  ihb 
wounded  soldier,  whom  this  negro,  and  the  cart 
which  he  drove,  were  employed  to  convey  from 
the  field  where  their  blood  was  shod  for  th^ 
oonntry. 

This  is  the  case  wbidh  mj  tmendment  wm 
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Intended  to  provide  for;  one  that  could  excite 
ititb  propriety  no  warmtb,  and  could  hart  no 
p«))adioe;  bat  it  had  been  encountered  with 
arguments  that  were  indeed  dangeroua,  and 
could  not  foil  to  produce  the  greatest  excite- 
ment. Seeing,  therefore,  a  dieposition  to  pro- 
tract the  debate,  and  delay,  by  the  discussion 
of  this  item  in  the  daim,  the  lai^r  amount  to 
vhich  it  was  acknowledged  the  petitioner  was 
enUtled,  be  thought  be  would  be  serving  his 
iuterot  in  withdrawing  the  amendmrat  with 
the  intent  of  renewing  it  when  the  cower  re- 
fleetioss  ofmembers  should  ahoir  the  Jnsdce  of 
tiiis  claim,  or  of  others  depending  on  the  same 
principle.  In  doiDg  this,  (sddd  Mr.  L.,)  I  yield 
to  the  request  of  friends,  for  whose  opin- 
ions I  have  the  highest  respect;  but  I  yield 
DOtbiug  to  the  dangerous  dootriuefl  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  which,  I  trust,  a  considera* 
tion  of  their  conseqaences,  and  their  ioinstice, 
will  indace  those  who  now  support  tnem  to 
abandon. 

Kr.  GuBLET  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
oolleagae  had  withdrawn  the  amendment.  It 
was  now  too  late  to  prevent  excitement;  and 
as  h«  apprehended  uiat  a  m^ori^  of  die 
House  was  prepared  to  paai  the  amendment, 
and  as  other  cases  resting  on  the  same  prin- 
dple  wonld,  in  all  probability,  arise,  be  felt 
himself  boand  by  duty,  and  he  did  it  with 
relnctance,  to  renew  the  motion  for  amendment 

Hr.  Randolph  said,  that  lie  rose  with  the 
intention  of  making  another  motion.  As  (said 
he)  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Liv- 
iNoeroN)  has  done  ua  the  favor  to  take  away 
this  bone  of  contention — for  it  is  but  a  bone — 
from  the  House,  I  tmst  we  shall  have  no  more 
trouble  from  that  qnarter.  But  I  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  state,  with  regard  to  the  eentle- 
uan  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bumheb,)  who  has 
spoken  to-dur,  but  whom  I  do  not  oow  aee  in 
h»  [dace,  ana  whom  I  ^cwely  tbsak  for  his 
ninarka,  that  it  was  not  the  amount  in  dispate, 
.Imt  the  inliioiide  involved^hioh  brought  ^ut 
that  ountest  with  the  British  Gtovernment, 
which  ended  in  oar  Indepoidence.  For  that 
gentlemen  I  have  every  kiodly  feeling.  I 
xnew  him  (and  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
disagreeable  subject — and  that  is,  how  old  I 
am)  when  he  was  hardly  more  than  an  infant : 
bat  if  that  gentleman  had  been  as  long  or  even 
half  as  long  as  I  have  been,  a  member  of  this 
Hoose,  he  wonld  have  seen  the  necessity  of 
acting  on  iJheold  maxim,  ^^pHneipm  etnta^ 
tmtimti  oeeurrite  mori^" 

I  remember  the  firsttime  this,  qnastion  was 
atirrad.  I  was  in  the  lobby,  and  was  an  atten- 
tive anditoF — ^it  was  under  we  first  Congress — , 
and  my  venerable  fnend  from  Korth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Haoos)  woidd  support  me  in  the  recol- 
leotion — ^he  was  a  member  of  that  Oongreea — 
no— he  was  not  at  that  time — ^for  Korth  Carolina 
heroelf  was  not  then  amember  of  the  Union~it 
was  in  the  first  Congress — and  I  believe  I  re- 
member almost  every  time  it  has  been  bronght 
|i[>rwsrd  einoe — for  this  baa  not  been  attempted 


once — or  twice—bnt  a  thouaaod  Umes — not  by 
storm — ^but  by  tap.  Sir,  we  ooght  to  remem- 
ber the  sentiment— -nm  aed  tape  eadtndo, 
and  not  permit  it  ever  to  pass,  no  matter  in 
how  demure  and  appamdy  trivial  aa  aspect 
it  may  be  presented. 

I  do  not  intend  to  abuse  the  indolgenoe  so 
kindly  accorded  to  me  by  the  committee,  both 
now  4nd  on  a  former  occasion— but  I  most 
remind  the  gentleman,  (Ur.  Bubhkb,)  that 
when,  in  the  words  of  Hotqmr— or  rataer  of 
his  nncle  Iforcester—  "  this  heat  waa  struck 
np  "  -4ome  gentlnnen  were  draag  here — ^what 
has  been  tried  dsewhere — to  estabUsh  the 
principle  that  there  is  a  law  of  Ood,  whkh 
snpersedes  the  laws  of  the  fonotionarieB  of  the 
land — that  the  legality  or  illegality  of  a  measore 
is  to  be  judged  not  by  oor  socaal  compact,  bat 
by  some  other  code — of  which  there  are  as 
many  different  interpretations  as  there  are 
sects.  With  a  view  to  allay  the  exdtemoit 
which  has  been  produced,  I  now  move  to  laf 
the  amendment  od  the  table. 

The  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  no  such 
motion  oo^d  be  received  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ottbut  said,  tiiai  he  regrrtted  «xoeed- 
in^y  tihat  his  oolleagne  should  haTe  been 
iudaced  to  have  withdrawn  his  amendmeDt. 
It  was  now  too  late  to  prevent  the  axeitemeat 
tliat  he  appeared  to  deprecate.  That  be  be- 
lieved the  amendment  was  in  accordance  with 
the  opinions  of  a  minority  of  the  oommittce; 
and  as  other  cases  rested  on  the  some  prin- 
ciple, would  in  all  probability  arise;  and  as  it 
proposed  merely,  an  act  of  strict  joftioe  to  the 
petitioner,  he  felt  bound  by  a  sense  of  duty 
(although  he  did  it  under  existing  cireom- 
stances  with  reloctaoce)  to  renew  the  motaan 
that  had  just  been  withdrawn.  In  d<nng  this, 
he  oonld  assure  the  House  and  hia  hooomliie 
colleagne,  Otr.  LmsasTON,)  that  the  excite 
ment,  if,  indeed,  any  existed,  should  no  looger 
continue  by  his  agency. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show,  said  Mr.  O., 
Uiat  the  amendment  I  offered  ought  to  be 
adopted.  It  appears  from  the  testimony,  thai 
daring  the  invauon  of  Lonbiaoa  in  1814,  a 
cart,  horse,  and  slave,  the  property  of  the  pe- 
titioner, were  impressed  into  the  pablio  sarviee 
by  order  of  the  commanding  geheraL  The 
Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  bill  under  cod- 
eideration,  propose  to  pay  for  the  cart  and 
horse.  The  amendment  prcmoees  to  pay  fin* 
the  ii^Jary  sustained  by  the  uave  from  wonods 
reo^ved  while  in  service,  and  vspaa  medical 
attendance  eonseqaent  for  timee  wounds. 

On  the  2Sd  of  December,  when  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  bonks  of  the  Missi^ppi,  with- 
in six  miles  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  number  of 
three  tiiousand  men,  the  flower  of  the  Jbiti&h 
Army,  and  the  boasted  invincibles  of  Lord  Wel- 
lington, you  had  not  a  breastwork,  nor  a  forti- 
fication of  any  description — not  a  solitary  can- 
non planted  to  sound  an  alarm,  or  check  their 
ptt^ess  to  that  peat  and  all-ia^Ktrtant  en- 
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poriam  of  the  west.  The  whole  of  the  diaposa- 
t>Ie  force  of  General  Jackson,  at  this  time,  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  mm^  and  more  than 
half  of  tliat  numt>er  were  militia  men  who  had 
had  never  seen  a  field  of  battle.  What  was  to 
be  done  t  Delay  was  ruin,  and  an  attack  al- 
most certain  defeat.  Under  these  trying  dr- 
onnuUnoee^the  commanding  general  did  not 
hesitate.  He  inatanttjr  resolved  to  meet  the 
enemy ;  and  this  small,  bat  gallant  band,  eo^ 
lected  at  the  beat  of  the  dram,  were  led  by 
him  to  the  field  of  battle.  The  contest  was 
long  and  bloody.  The  combatants  were  at  last 
separated  by  the  darkness  of  the  night;  and 
the  remnant  of  tbis  little  corps  were  planted 
on  that  memorable  line  which  was  destmed  to 
be  illumined  by  the  glory  of  the  8th  of  Jan- 
nary.  This  sadden  uid  desperate  attack  spread 
oonstemation  and  alarm  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  He  resolred  to  wait  for  reinforce- 
ments from  his  fleet.  General  Jackson  knew 
well  the  importance  of  this  delay,  and  he  lost 
no  time  in  strengtbening  his  position,  and  for-- 
ti^ring  himself  in  the  best  manner  time  and 
<uronmstanoe8  would  permit.  Breastworks 
were  to  be  thrown  np,  fortifications  erected, 
and  the  whole  means  of  the  country  were  re- 

aainte  for  these  operations,  on  which  depended 
le  salvation  of  the  city.  It  was  nnder  these 
oiroomstances  of  high  and  pressing  necessity 
the  property  in  this  case  was  taken.  I  now 
submit  the  question  to  the  committee,  whether, 
nnder  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  im- 

groeooment  was  not  justifiable.  If  there  be  one 
idividoal  in  the  nation  who  doubts  ft,  I  envy 
him  not  his  oandor  or  patriotism. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  likoa  the  case 
of  ahiTes  to  that  of  apprentices  and  mhiors; 
bat  Uiere  is  no  ana](^  whatever  between 
them.  The  mnitaiy-  power  ct  this  nation  is 
confided  by  the  oonstitntion  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  the  authority 
to  enlist,  to  arm.  and  to  organize  the  militia. 
Apprentices  and  minors  are  citizens;  they 
form  a  part  of  society,  and  are  etUiated  by  the 
delegated  authority  of  the  whole.  They,  like 
others,  must  consent  to  part  with  a  portion  of 
their  natnral  rights ;  ana,  like  other  freemen, 
are  bound  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
country ;  but  this  is  not  the  cose  with  slaves. 
Blaves  are  no  part  of  the  militia;  and  if  the 
Ctovenunent  have  tiie  power  alleged,  (me  thing 
is  oert^  they  have  never  exerted  it 
When  tiie  gentleman  from  New  York  (Hr. 
Olobk)  will  show  me  on  atA  of  Oongress  fior 
the  enlistment  of  slaves,  I  will  show  him  an  act 
which  he  wUI  admit  to  be  a  dissolution  of  this 
Union.  But  there  is  no  sadi  act  Apprentices 
ore  taken  aoc<»diDg  to  law ;  slaves  are  not,  and 
cannot  be. 

Qentiemen  deceive  themselves,  therefore,^in 
supposing  that  this  slave  was  token  as  a  part  of 
the  military  force  of  the  oountry.  He  was  no 
more  taken  as  such  than  was  the  other  prop- 
erty i  ooA  there  U  no  power  in  thia  Govern- 
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ment  that  could  anthorize  the  em|^ymeat  cnP 
slaves  as  soldiers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  briefly  my 
views  on  this  subject,  and  the  motives  that 
induced  me  to  offer  the  amendment ;  and  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  due  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
d^mant — it  is  due  to  the  ofaoraeter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment—to the  transactions  with  whieh  it  is 
connected — and  more  especially  it  is  due  to  the 
r^otatkm  of  that  gaUont  and  distinguished  in- 
dividual, who,  In  the  most  ^oomy  period  of 
the  war,  and  nnd«  the  most  pressing  and  de- 
sponding circtunstonoes,  had  the  mwal  cour- 
age in  defence  of  his  ooontry,  to  exercise  the 
power  which  produced  the  individual  injury 
proposed  to  be  compensated  by  the  amend- 
ment. By  rejecting  the  amendment  we  Tir> 
tnolly  declare  this  meritorious  act  a  wanton 
exercise  of  nsurped  authority. 

ICr.  Inoham  ^d  :  My  object  in  rising  at  this 
time,  has  been,  if  posuble,  to  narrow  the  ground 
of  discussion.  ForI^>|Hehend,  withallrabnu^ 
uoo,  that  the  tine  pcnnt  in  this  oaae  has  not  yet 
been  touched  at  alt  If  I  noderstand  the  eUm 
intended  to  be  provided  for  by  this  amendment 
it  is  for  the  loss  of  time  and  expense  of  medical 
attendance  of  a  slave,  who  was  impressed  short- 
ly before  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  de- 
mand was  opposed  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
on  the  ground  that  slaves  do  not  constitute  a 
species  of  property,  which  is  to  be  paid  for  at 
the  publio  expense,  when  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States ;  and  farther,  that 
slaves  are  not  liable  to  impressment,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  pud  for  when  impressed. 
The  fallacy  of  the  moment  embodied  in  the 
r^mrt  haa  led  to  all  the  embarrasament  as 
well  as  to  all  the  excdtemwt,  which  has  taken 
place  w  tlus  ocoa^n.  I  think  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  war-making  power  la  an  at> 
tribute  of  sovereignty,  (if  there  be  any  sover- 
eignty in  Government  at  all,)  in  order  that  all 
may  be  preserved  for  whose  sake  the  Govern- 
ment was  instituted.  And  if  this  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  in  the  Government,  shall  a  city, 
threat^ed  with  capture,  pillage,  conflagration, 
and  the  violation  of  women,  not  be  defended 
till  those  chained  with  the  defence  come  down 
and  diafi'er  with  perhflM  a  disaffected  partisan, 
whether  his  cart,  and  horses,  and  slave,  may 
not  be  used  in  the  construction  of  a  breast- 
work for  the  defence  of  that  eity  i  Yes,  Or. 
Whether  the  public  demand  a^cts  his  cart,  or 
his  horsast  ot  his  dave,  or  his  son,  or  his  Iwoth- 
er,  or  himaeU^  all  must  be  surrendered,  and 
the  oonntry  must  be  defended.  But  we  are 
told  that,  though  his  horse  and  his  cart  may  be 
impressed,  end  if  injured,  must  be  paid  for, 
that  slaves  are  not  that  species  of  property  for 
which  compensation  is  ever  to  be  made.  Bnt, 
sir,  do  we  read  any  thing  al>oat  species  in  that 
article  of  the  oonstitution  which  declares  that 

Srivate  property  diall  not  be  taken  for  the  pub- 
0  use,  withont  just  oompensoticnit   If  I  un- 
derstand ths  wwd  property,  it  Is  a  generis 
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term.  The  coostitation  does  not  saj  that  a 
certidn  Bpecies  of  private  property  shall  be  paid 
for,  if  taken,  bat  it  says,  "  that  private  property 
mast  be  paid  for,  if  t^en  for  the  pahlio  iiae." 
It  was  also  a^d,  that  apprentices,  minors,  and 
persona  held  to  service  constitute  a  kind  of 
property  that  onght  to  be  paid  for.  Kow,  my 
prinapal  object  is  to  satisfy  thia  committee, 
that  tuese  two  descriptioai  of  property  may  be 
brooght  under  the  same  rule,  and  justice  done 
withont  any  difficulty. 

The  right  of  property  to  a  slave,  and  to  an 
^>prentice,  if  not  identically  the  aame,  are  as 
nearly  alike  as  two  things  can  pos»bIy  be,  and 
Uiey  shonld  be  piud  for  under  the  same  oircom- 
atancea,  and  in  the  same  way.  There  ia  no  in- 
congruity whatever  between  them.  I  main- 
tain, that  the  right  of  impressment  is  a  perfect, 
and  not  a  qaalined  right ;  that  it  is  a  necessary 
attribute  of  sovereignty,  and  applies  equally  to 
a  slave,  an  apprentice,  a  brother,  or  a  son. 
But  when  this  right  is  exerted^  what  is  to  be 
tiie  rule  of  compensation }  Thia  is  the  g^st  of 
the  qnestion.  The  ooiutitutiDit  mjb  that  when 
private  property  ia  taken  for  the  pablic  use, 
Jost  compensation  shall  be  made.  Now  what 
Is  just  compensation  ?  It  ia  a  payment  for  the 
services  of  the  person,  or  for  the  use  of  the 
things  Impressed.  If  a  horse  ia  taken,  you 
mnat  pay  for  the  use  of  the  horse ;  if  a  dave  is 
taken,  you  must  pay  for  the  services  of  the 
slave ;  there  is  no  distinction  iu  principle. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  are  contending 
for  a  principle — a  principle  which  deeply  con- 
oems  them,  and  lience  the  excitement  which 
has  been  produced.  To  test  that  principle,  let 
me  put  a  case.  An  officer  is  charged  with  the 
defence  of  a  atj  threatened  by  the  enemy.  To 
effeot  that  olgect  he  ia  bound  to  exert  all  the 
powers  of  tibe  GoTemment,  so  far  as  they  are 
entmsted  to  his  hands.  In  the  neighborhood 
of  that  city,  there  are  two  different  persons, 
both  owning  slaves :  he  applies  to  both  for  the 
use  of  their  slaves,  to  be  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic defence.  One  of  the  slaveholders  willingly 
consents ;  he  says  to  the  officer,  take  my  people 
in  welcome ;  it  is  true,  I  expect  her^Lfter  to 
be  compensated,  but  I  will  not  chaffer  now. 
They  are  wonted,  and  lei  them  go.  The  other 
slaveholder,  traitorous  in  heart,  or  having,  per- 
haps, a  mistaken  notion  of  his  rights,  ref^ises  his 
slaves,  and  they  are  taken  by  force.  What  is 
to  be  the  rule  of  your  compensation  to  these 
two  persons?  The  rights  of  the  general  ex- 
tended alike  over  both.  Vill  yon  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent rule  of  compensation  in  one  case,  from 
what  you  ad<^t  in  another!  Is  not  one  en- 
titled to  the  same  rate  of  pay  with  the  other  ? 
7111  you  acknowledge,  that  yon  were,  in  the 
one  ease,  a  trespasser,  and  will  you  tlierefore 
pay  the  last  slaveholder,  snA  not  the  first! 
barely  not.  The  rule  of  compensation  miist  be 
the  same  in  both  cases:  for  the  constitution 
requires,  in  both,  that  you  make  just  compen< 
sation?  And  what  is  just  compensation! 
Need  I  discuss  it  farther  I   Whether  the  gen- 
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oral  contracts  for  the  slaTes  or  takes  them  with 
the  consent  of  the  ovrner,  withont  s[»ecial  con- 
tract, the  rule  of  compensation  must  evidently 
be  to  pay  the  same  price  as  would  be  pud  for 
the  same  services  in  a  transaction  between  man 
and  man.  Can  there  be  any  other  role  t  In 
private  contracts,  the  employer  is  bound  to 
conjperL»ate  according  to  the  kind  of  snfice 

Eerfonned,  and  the  length  of  time  dnring  whkh 
e  emplOTs  it.  It  is  precisely  so  with  imprees- 
ment.  The  GoTemraent  fanpreanng  is  bomid  to 
compensate  the  owner  for  all  deseriptioaa  of 
property  whatsoever,  and  according  to  the  time 
during  which  it  was  employed  in  the  publie 
service ;  this,  I  think,  is  too  clear  to  be  diqinted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  r^iorted  progress 
and  obtidned  leave  to  sit  again. 

UoNDJLT,  January  14. 

Kr,  WioKLiFFB,  fW)m  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  committed  tJbe  bill 
fh>m  the  Benate,  "  to  authorize  the  canceUing 
of  a  bond  therein  mentioned,"  with  instmctioDS 
to  report  the  facts  npon  which  the  bill  was  re- 

EDrt^,  made  a  repent,  which  was  ordered  to 
a  on  the  table. 

Amendment  of  Rule* — Slmographen. 
Mr.  Randoi^ B  Bud,  that  like  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  Qtr.  Wickuffe,)  he  came  hen 
with  the  hope  that  nothing  would  be  intro- 
duced to  disturb  the  harmony  or  intermpt  the 
business  of  the  session.  I  had  come  to  the  un- 
derstanding with  myself,  (stud  Hr.  R.,)  that  I 
woald  introduce  no  measure  which  might  in 
any  d^ree  retard  or  impede  the  execution  of 
that  business.  But  I  am  constrained,  by  pe- 
culiar cironniatfuioes,  to  throw  myself  iqtOD  um 
attention  of  the  House  on  the  snlgeet  of  it> 
mies  and  orders.  Without  some  altemtioii  in 
them,  we  shall  not  get  through  the  session  vith 
that  convenience  and  despatch  which  the  pnb- 
lio  interest  requires.  We  have  adopted  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  preceding  Congress— 
but  we  have  power  to  alter  them.  I  bad  in- 
tended to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houne  to 
the  subject  before  the  difficulty  which  arose 
this  morning,  and  I  shall  now  move  a  rafweno* 
of  the  rules  andorderaof  this  House  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

[The  Chair  here  pronounced  sach  m  moCtoo 
to  be  oat  of  order  at  present.] 

I  rose  (said  Mr.  B.)  only  to  ^to  notice  of  the 
motion  which  I  intended  to  make^  We  hmn 
voluntarily  placed  ourselves  in  a  aitnatioa 
which  enables  a  few  members  of  the  House  to 
forestall  any  suoject,  whether  they  are  for  or 
against  it. 

[The  Speaker  here  said  that  Mr.  R.  might 
get  at  the  olt}ect  he  desired  by  moving  to  post- 
pone the  orders  of  the  day,  die.,  with  a  Tiew  to 
take  up  this  subject.] 

Well,  ar,  said  Mr.  B.,  then  I  make  yon  that 
motion. 

{The  orders  of  the  day  and  bnsineis  on  tbe 
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Speaker's  table  were  then  postponed  vpoa  Jir. 
B.'8  motion.] 

When  first  I  was  acqntunted  with  this  As- 
eembly,  udd  Mr.  Randolph,  the  rales  and  or- 
ders hung  np,  in  fair,  large  ronnd  text,  on  a 
single  placard ;  bnt  now  uey  are  grown  to  a 
volume.  I  was  at  that  time  aoqnainted  as  per- 
fectly with  the  roles  and  ordws  as  witib  the 
Alphabet,  and  I  shoold  as  soon  h«n  made  a 
mistake  in  the  one  as  in  tiie  other.  Bnt  I  have 
grown  gray  in  the  hndness  of  this  House ;  I 
nave  been  a  member  of  this  Hoose  until  I  have 
grown  out  of  all  knowledge  of  the  roles  of  onr 
proceedings;  and  why?  Because  they  are 
complicated  in  the  extreme,  and  highly  unpar- 
liamentary. Now,  sir,  as  on  taking  that  chair 
70a  have  restored  one  good  old  rak,  the  prac- 
tice of  which  preTiuled  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Mahlenbnrgs,  the  TrarabuM  the 
Di^tons,  the  SedgwicksL  the  Maoona,  and  the* 
Yaraums — under  every  Speaker,  I  believe,  but 
cne — that  of  calling  ns  over  by  onr  Chziatian 
names,  as  well  as  onr  surnames,  which  enables 
ns  all  to  blow  ea^  other,  so  I  hope  to  see  re- 
stored some  other  good  old  rules.  I  shall  at 
present  confine  myself  to  two  items  in  the  fkc- 
Gonnt.  The  first  is,  the  practice  which  has  just 
occurred — it  is  unheard  of — that  a  motion  shall 
be  snipped  off  in  this  way ;  and  it  never  was 
practised  until  the  chanse  in  the  roles.  The 
other  role  to  which  I  wiU  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  is  one  on  the  ooosideratioa  of  which 
the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  home,  as  well  as  abroad, 
materially  depend.  I  will  read  the  rule  as  it 
now  stands. 

'*  SteBOgr«ph«n,  wishing  to  take  down  the  de- 
bates, BUT  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  Bh&ll 
assign  suob  places  to  tbem,  on  tho  floor  or  else- 
where, to  effect  their  object,  as  shall  not  iaterfere 
with  the  convenience  of  the  House." 

This  may  he  a  preeomption  so  strong  as  to 
the  wUl  of  the  House,  that  no  Speaker  of  this 
body,  having  a  due  reverence  for  public  opin- 
ion, will  reuiae  an  application  made  under  it 
for  admission — mi^ht  say,  can  refuse.  Bat 
then,  by  adopting  this  rule,  we  make  whatever 
tiiese  stenograptwrs  may  chose  to  publish,  our 
own :  we  stamp  it  with  at  least  a  semi-<^cial 
authority.  I  h^>pen  to  know — was  informed 
of  it  but  yerterday — I  was  informed  of  it  by  a 
distingni^ed  foreigner,  attending  the  debates  of 
this  House,  that  the  gallery  is  a  better  place 
for  hearing  tban  any  other  |)art  of  the  House— 
and  that  he  had  retired  to  it  for  that  purpose. 
I  know  that  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Com- 
xoons  are  taken,  and  faithfiilly  taken — ^for  though 
they  are  compressed,  it  is  a  miniature  likeness 
— ^by  persons  whose  seats  are  in  the  gtdlery. 

The  public  mind,  at  present — ^it  would  l>e 
folly,  and  worse  than  foUy  to  deny  it — is  in  a 
state  of  great  uoitement.  A  reaction  of  puh- 
lk>  sentiment  is  fondly  predioated  in  some  quar- 
tws,  and  as  fondly  Iposed  for  a  new  advent — 
ud  tids  House  Is  made— I  do  not  say  by  the 
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members  of  it — that  would  be  disorderly, — and 
;  more,  it  would  be  indecorous — ^but  it  is  made 
the  theatre  of  electioneering.  And  I  ask  you, 
sir,  what  more  powerful  lever  would  you  de- 
mand— what  firmer  fulcrum  would  you  have 
for  sach  a  purpose,  than  to  give  to  the  people  of 
this  ooontey  tne  debUee  of  this  House  in  such 
ft  manner  as  to  throw  a  shade  im  000  sidcj  and, 
at  the  same  tinu.  to  oast  a  Ik^t<m  the  other? 

I  shotdd  not  hftve  stirred  in  thi&  did  I  not 
feel  myself  pMsonally  aggrieved.  I  have  no 
pun)ose,  whatever,  of  entering  into  a  contest 
with  the  press— I  have  not  lived  to  my  time  of 
life,  without  Icnowing  how  vain  a  thing  that  is 
— ud  with  what  feuf  ul  odds  it  is  un(wrtakea. 
I  only  use  my  privilege  to  rescue  myself  as  far 
as  Z  can,  from  misrepresentation — nor  is  this  at 
all  on  my  own  account.  I  could  bear  it — as  I 
have  bore  a  thousand  misrepresentations  from  the 
same  quarter :  it  is  only  because  it  injures  the 
can8e--the  good  cause,  with  which  mv  humble 
name  has  been  very  humbly  aasoeiatea.  I  s^, 
dr,  and  I  bottom  myself  .on  what  we  have  aU 
seen — that  it  does  not  comport  with  the  digni^ 
of  this  House,  or  the  interest  of  this  people,  to 
lend  even  a  semi-offloal' sanction  to  that  which 
is  notoriously  fiilse. 

For  what  purpose  are  stenographers  admitted 
to  the  places  assigned  them  ?  It  was  not  surely 
that  we  might  figure  in  the  newsp^rs,  or 
rather  be  disfigured  in  them,  but  it  was  for  the 
information  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  country, 
the  good  people  our  constituents.  Now,  when 
a  member  feels  himself  misrepresented,  and 
asks  for  a  otoTection  of  the  oror — after  mnoh 
slow,  reluctant,  (but  not  amorous)  delay,  he  la 
told^  that  if  he  will  send  his  representations, 
they  shall  be  adnutted  into  a  certain  book, 
which  these  persons  happen  to  be  publishing. 
Sir,  do  we  admit  stenographers  on  this  floor, 
that  they  may  first  sell  us  in  detail,  and  then  -  * 
sdl  ns  wholesale  ?  Or,  do  we  admit  them  for 
the  information  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ?  I  ask,  for  which  of  these  two  purposes 
that  I  have  mentioned,  are  they  admitted? 
Sir,  I  have  seen  that  book — and  I  have  seen 
myself  caricatured  in  it.   I  have  seen  these 

Erints  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic — and 
ave  there  seen  words  put  into  my  mouth, 
whidi  I  never  could  have  uttered,  onless  when 
I  was  adeep.  I  have  seen  them  on  the  tables 
of  the  most  respectable  dub  houses  in  England 
— I  have  seen  tnem  at  Galignani's  in  Paris, 

In  the  debate  of  Friday  lost,  I  did  say  that  I 
would  puoish  with  death  any  man  who  should 
violate  the  law  forbidding  the  introduction  of 
Africans  into  the  State  of  Vii^nia.  In  the  re- 
port of  what  I  said,  as  "  the  learned  gentleman 
from  Louisiana"  was  transmuted  lato  "my 
learned  gentleman  from  I^ouisiana," — (there 
never  has  been  any  hostility  between  us — but 
there  has  been  no  particular  friendship — and  as 
I  said  in  another  i»ace,  I  will  not  permit  frtend- 
^ips  to  be  made  for  me  by  any  one — I  dioose 
to  make  them  myself— I  was,  and  I  take  pride 
in  Sluing  it,  a  homUe  ooa^utor  with  that  «»- 
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orable  ^ntteman — the  yonngest  in  the  corps — 
Sn  putting  down  an  administration  thirty  years 
ago,  and!  ahonld  be  happy  to  aid  in  doing  the 
same  now — and  I  should  be  proud  of  what  I 
am  Bure  I  should  receive,  his  aid  and  comfort 
in  the  process) — so  these  blackamoors  have 
been  whitewashed — and  they  are  all  converted 
into  Irishmen!  A  more  mischievous,  or  a 
more  wicked  misrepresentation  was  never  sent 
abroad  than  that.  We  all  know  there  is  an 
immense  popnlation  of  Irish  and  descendants  of 
Irish  among  u»-HUid  why  do  we  know  itf 
ffir,  we  have  felt  it ;  they  have  fonght  our  bat- 
tles In  ttte  field — tbey  hare  filled  the  ranks  of 
our  army ;  they  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  oar  Revcdnlitni,  at  Brandywine,  and  else- 
where; and  these  men  are  to  be  insulted,  and 
their  feelings  lacerated,  tiiat  this  House  may  be 
made  an  electioneering  theatre,  and  the  cause 
on  one  side  may  be  put  down,  and  that  on  the 
other  side  may  be  propped  up. 

I  regretted  to  see  the  proposition  introduced 
hy  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the 
other  day,  against  which  I  was  compelled  to 
Tote;  and  I  regret  now  to  see  a  proposition  in- 
trodnoed,  whidt  must  lead  to  effects  oi  which 
I  will  not  now  speak.  X  oame  here  thoroagb- 
\j  convinced,  that  ^is  was  not  the  hoar  for  re- 
form ;  that  uie  disease  must  mn  its  course — 
and  that,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1839,  the 
doctor  or  the  patient  must  die — the  safety  of 
the  one  implies  the  dissolution  of  the  other.  I 
feel  constrained,  however,  to  endeavor  to  have 
the  rules  and  orders  altered,  in  the  one  point  I 
mentioned,  and  in  some  others. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  rule,  which  I  wish  to  see  altered. 
[Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  following :] 

"The  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the 
journal  before  it  is  read.  He  shall  bare  a  general 
direction  of  the  HalJ.  He  shall  have  the  right  to 
name  any  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  but  such  subatitatiOD  shall  not  extend  be- 
yond au  a^oumment." 

The  adoption  of  this  rule  was  contempora- 
neous with  the  change  in  the  manner  of  calling 
onr  names. 

This  is  a  dispensation  which  the  Mnhlen- 
burgs,  the  Daytons,  the  Sedgwicks,  the  Maoons, 
the  Varnums,  never  cliumed  or  enjoyed,  nor 
was  it  ever  enjoyed  by  Chairmen  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  I  remember  that  I  saw  John 
Cotton  Smith  sit  in  the  chair  for  seventeen  or 
twenty  honrs — don't  recollect  which — and  I 
have  been  ^nH  to  see  that  yon,  nr,  are  content 
not  only  to  receive  the  aalaiT,  and  enjoy  the 
patronage  and  honor  of  your  high  office — ^for 
hi^h  it  is — but  deign  also  to  perform  its  duties. 
This  rule  also,  I  wish  to  see  altered. 

I  thank  the  House  for  their  politenera  and 
attention,  and  I  conclude  with  moving  that  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  thia  Honae  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Ooomiittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Old  SeditiM  Law, 

Hr.  Hamilton  said,  that  he  had  some  tame 
since  given  notice  t^at  he  woold  on  thia  d^ 
call  up  the  reeolntiaa  he  had  had  tlie  hoDM-  to 
submit  on  the  sul^eetof  flie  AHem  and  Seditioa 
laws;  but  in  consequence  of  having  learned 
tjiat  the  appropriation  bills  introduced  by  bis 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Ifr.  McDuftix) 
wonld  be  taken  op  on  Wednesday  next,  doC 
wishing  to  impede  the  course  of  those  import- 
ant biUb,  be  would,  for  the  present,  postpone 
his  resolution,  but  would  embrace  the  eariieat 
opportmiity  of  calling  it  up  after  those  bills 
should  be  disposed  of. 

Cumberland  Boad, 

Mr.  BuoBAiTAN  said,  that  it  wonld  be  recol- 
lected by  many  gentlemen  upon  this  flocw,  that, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  tbe  biD 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road,  which  provided  for  tbe  erection  of 
toll-gates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
through  which  it  passes,  was  before  tbe  Honae, 
the  ses^on  was  so  far  advanced,  that  time  did 
not  remun  to  discuss  and  settle  tbe  important 
principles  wbioh  it  contained.  Some  days  aftw 
that  wX  had  been  reported,  I  presented  aa 
amendment  to  it,  which  I  nve  notice  I  in- 
tended to  ofibr,  when  it  shonld  come  befim  tbe 
House  for  discusrion.  This  amendnnent  pro- 
vided for  tbe  retrocesaon  of  the  road  to  the 
States  through  which  it  passes,  np<m  conditica 
that  they  should  keep  it  in  repair,  and  exact 
no  more  toll  upon  it  than  might  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose. 

As  the  Cumberland  road  then  required  im- 
mediate repairs,  there  was  a  general  ander- 
standing  throughout  the  House,  that  a  smplo 
appropriation  would  pass  foe  that  jmrpoee; 
and  that  the  decision  of  the  qnestion  whidi 
would  have  arisen  upon  the  bill,  as  reported, 
and  upon  tbe  amendment  which  I  had  pro- 
posed, shonld  be  postponed  until  the  presmt 
session.  Tlie  same  bill  for  the  erection  of  toll- 
gates  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  wbtdi 
bod  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Beads 
and  Canals,  at  the  liut  sestion,  has  been  again 
reported,  at  this  session,  by  the  committee. 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  whole  snl^eet 
fairly  before  tbe  House,  and  of  preventing  any 
unnecessary  delay,  I,  therefore,  again  prwent 
the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  offn*,  at 
the  last  session,  and  move  that  it  may  be  {Mint- 
ed; and  I  give  notice  that  I  shall  olfer  it^  when 
the  bill  for  the  preservatton  and  rqiair  cdT  tbe 
Comberhmd  road  shall  oome  before  the  Hoos*;. 

Mr.  BnoHANAH  submitted  to  the  Hoose  a 
paper  containing  an  amendment  to  the  IhU  for 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
road ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TuuDAT,  January  16. 
Tht  Captured  4fHean$. 
Ur.  Haix  submitted  the  following : 
Smiwtd,  That  the  Comnfittes  <n  tbs  Jo&kiy 
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he  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
settling,  b;  law,  under  what  mlea  and  reguletions 
private  property  (if  to  be  takeu  at  all)  ahall  be 
taken  for  publio  uac 

Kr.  H.,  in  explanation  of  the  object  of  hie 
resolntioi^  said,  I  have  risen  to  present  a  reso- 
lution to  tiie  House  which  has  been  suggested 
to  me  by  a  debate,  some  tim&nearly  a  week 
or  ten  days,  carried  on  in  this  Honse,  upon  one 
of  the  simplest,  most  pl^  and  eircnmscribed 

anesttCHis  which  I  hare  eT«  known  to  engage 
le  attentam  cf  any  deliberative  body,  for  any 
length  of  time.  I  am  still  more  astooiahed  that 
the  deb«te  should  have  been  so  protnoted, 
after  hearing,  from  all  sides  (if  my  memory 
serves  me  rightly)  the  admiariou,  that  the  arti- 
cle in  contestation  was  property.  After  this 
admission,  I  oonceive,  the  door  was  closed 
a^nst  debate,  beyond  the  mere  question, 
whether  that  whl*^  was  sanctioned  by  tlie 
oonstittttion  and  law,  should  be  done  in  this 
case  1  I  am  not  certain  that  legtsUtion  on  this 
salgeot  is  aeceasary  or  ^raotioable.  I  should, 
however,  suppose  that  it  was  competent  for 
Congress,  by  some  declaratory  act,  explicitly  to 
recognize  we  prindple,  that  what  tiie  State 
laws  decide  to  be  pro|)«rty,  shall  be  so  recog- 
nized by  this  House  in  its  legislation  in  rdation 
to  property.  It  is  a  question  which  pecniiarly 
belongs  to  liie  States.  But,  as  things  now  stand, 
ve  are  placed  in  this  most  anomalous  utna- 
tioQ .  Acts  expressly  recognized  by  the  con- 
stitution, or  within  its  contemplation,  may  be 
performed  by  oertun  persons,  and  yet  snob 
acts  are  contrary  to  law,  and  the  actors,  or  per- 
forraere.  sui^ect  to  punishment  for  them. 

Mr.  Tatlob  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  would  not  press  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolntion  this  morning.  Daring 
the  1^  war,  a  resolation  of  neariy  the  same 
tenor  had  been  introduced  into  the  Honse.  It 
had  been  decided  at  that  time  with  great  nna- 
nimity,  that  impressment  was  a  violi^on  of  all 
right,  and  could  only  be  excused  by  the  ex- 
tremest  necessity.  It  was,  therefore,  not  a  fit 
snl^ect  for  r^ulation  by  law.  It  did  not  be- 
come Congress  by  a  lew  to  provide  for  the  vio- 
lation of  all  law,  nor  to  provide  for  the  exer- 
cise of  rights,  if  rights  they  were,  when  all  law 
is  silent 

Mr.  Hall,  in  reply,  said,  I  do  not  know,  Mr. 
Swakf^t  whether  I  perfectly  understand  that 
duise  in  the  6th  amendmcoit  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  be  taken  fbr  pabUo  use,  without  Just  com- 
pensation. It  i^>pears  to  mo  to  mean,  that, 
under  certun  circumstances,  private  property 
may  be  taken  for  public  use.  But,  if  taken, 
most  be  paid  for.  These  are  circumstaaces 
which  must  necessarily  sometimes  occur.  They 
did  occur  in  our  last  war,  in  every  war  we 
ever  had,  and  in  all  probability,  they  will  oconr 
in  any  future  war  in  which  we  may  be  en^^aged. 
If  this  interpretation  of  the  constitution  is  cor- 
rect, then,  as  I  said  before,  the  country  is  in  a 
strange  and  anomalous  utoation.    Ilie  aelf- 


same  act  is  allowed  by  the  constitntion,  and  Ifl 
nevertheless  punishable  by  law.  The  resolu- 
tion proposes  a  mere  inquiry,  and  is  introduced 
solely  wi^  that  intention.  My  past  oondno^ 
^nng  been  so  long  in  this  House,)  I  think, 
mmisheB  a  snffident  pledge,  that  X  have  no  dii- 
pontioea  nnnecessarUy  to  conaome  its  time.  I 
hope  the  reaolation  will  be  pmnitted  to  go  to 
the  ewnmittee. 
The  resolntitm  was  then  agreed  to. 


WsDHisDAT,  Janoary  16. 
MiUHa  CmirU  MartiaL 

The  Honse  resamed  the  ooniideratlon  of  the 
resolution,  moved  by  ftoAin,  of  Obio^  on 
the  11th  instant: 

Mr.  WioxxiFFB  Bud  he  had  risen  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  gentleman's  resolution  as 
now  modified.  It  is  to  strike  ont  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  calls  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  copies  of  any  orders  made  by  the 
President,  under  the  discretion  taven  by  the 
aot  (tf  ISl^  by  which  the  length  of  Mrvioe  of  the 
Tennewee  militia  was  extended,  and  also  coplee 
of  the  correBpondedce  between  Goremor  Bloont 
and  the  Department  of  War,  upon  the  length 
of  time  which  the  militia  of  Tennessee  were 
bound  to  serve. 

The  mover  of  this  resolution  avowed  his 
object  to  be  a  desire  to  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation in  the  Department  of  War,  connected 
with  tiie  court  martial  and  the  nx  militiamen. 
His  resolution,  if  modified  as  proposed  by 
me,  win  give  him  all  the  documents  wbidi 
belong  to  that  subject.  He  desires  a  copy  of 
**  any  order  or  regulation  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, under  the  aot  of  1614,"  by  which  the 
term  of  senrioe  of  the  Tennessee  militia  wia 
extoided  to  six  months.  I  am  satisfied,  and  ao 
must  be  the  gentleman,  that  no  sndi  <nder 
ever  was  made,  either  as  relates  to  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  or  any  other  State,  save  to  the 
requisitions  which  mar  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  upon  the  Executive  of  the  respec- 
tive States,  by  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  caUinjir  upon  them  to  detail  their  qnota 
of  men.  Why  then  call  for  a  copy  of  a  paper 
which  we  believe,  and  which  the  public  have 
been  assured,  does  not  and  never  did  exist  t  If 
such  an  order  were  on  file,  would  we  have  tlie  call 
for  it  ?  I  will  not  answer  the  question.  If  it  is 
not  there,  I  am  to  be  told  uie  Secretary  la 
colled  opoa  "to state  the  fiwts."  We  ask fbr 
a  thing  which  we  know  we  cannot  get;  and  if 
we  could  get  it  we  would  not  ask  it. 

The  oldect  avowed,  or  seemed  to  be  avowed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  is  to  ascertain 
the  main  fiiot,  how  long  these  men,  I  mean  the 
six  militiamen,  were  bound  to  serve.  To 
obtiun  this  object,  can  it  be  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  Secretary  to  inform  as  that  Presi- 
dent Madison  and  the  Secretary  of  War  ftuled 
to  discharge  their  duty  in  omitting  to  enter 
upon  the  records  of  the  Offloo  of  War,  that  the 
militia  called  into  lervioe  from  the  State  of 
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TenneaBee,  sbonld  serre  bIz  months,  thrm 
months,  or  any  other  term  of  timet  I  repeat^ 
the  important  fact  in  this  investigation  is  to 
know  whether  the  detachment  of  militia,  of 
which  the  az.  shot  for  mnttoj  and  deBertdon 
were  a  part,  were  called  into  servioe  for  six 
months.  An  answer  to  this  qaestion  taH  and 
oomplete,  mast  be  given  in  responding  to  the 
resolntion  as  proposed  to  be  mmified.  If  the 
gentleman's  o^ect  was  a  reformation  of  the 
ndlitia  law  of  the  last  war,  which  has  perform- 
ed its  ftmctions ;  if  he  designed  to  arraign  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
SeorMary  of  War,  for  a  dereliction  of  duty, 
perh^w  the  infbnnation  foi^t  might  be  prop- 
er ss  a  imliminary  st^  No  soch  porpoee  is 
intended  or  expected.  I  do  not  nnderstsnd 
this  resolution  to  be  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  distingnlahed  dtizen  who  thai  filled 
the  Preridential  diair, 

TToless  gentlemen  will  close  their  eyes,  it  is 
fmposMble  not  to  see  its  tendency.  It  is  in 
TiUn  to  di^ise  it  Why  has  this  bnsinees 
slept  so  long?  Why  has  it  not  excited  the 
patriotic  sennbilities  of  the  statesmen  who 
hare  filled  this  hall  for  the  last  fifteen  years? 

Is  there  a  member  on  this  flow  who  does 
not  believe  the  effect  at  this  resolntion  is  most 
anzionsly  looked  to,  as 'appalling  to  the  hopes 
of  the  gentleman  whose  fiune  has  been  assailed 
by  every  art  which  Intrigne  and  falsehood 
oonld  inveotl  Z  will  not  ny  ttMt  soch  is  the 
deaire  of  the  gentleman  frmn  Ohio,  or  those 
here  who  act  with  him. 

I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Ifr.  W.,  to  strip 
this  sDbJeot  of  all  extraneons  matter.  I  wish 
to  present  it  naked  to  the  pnblio  eyfe  The 
man  whose  character  has  been  sauiled  on 
account  of  the  exeontion  of  ^  militiamen,  seeks 
no  oonoealment  His  oondnot  on  this,  as  on  all 
otiier  oooa^ons  when  engaged  in  the  servioe  of 
his  oountry,  will  stand  the  test  oi  human 
■omtinr  and  of  time. 

Ifr.  Sku.  Slid,  it  would,  perhaps,  not  be  in 
order  to  enter  into  any  general  disouadon  of 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  nor  of  the  objects 
'Intended  to  be  attained  by  it,  further  than 
might  be  neoesiarj  to  express  his  views,  brief- 
ly, of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky, 
so  for  as  it  proposed  to  strike  out  those  words, 
which,  if  adopted  as  part  of  the  resolution, 
would  give  the  Secretary  of  War  any  latitude 
of  remark,  upon  what  may  not  be  found  upon 
leoord  in  his  D^[>artment  I  oertunly  would 
not  think  of  intruding  myself  fot  one  moment 
vpaa  Ae  indulgence  (n  the  HonM,  said  Mr.  B., 
•e^ng  so  many  ablw  men  around  me  ready  to 
take  up  titte  sulject,  if  I  did  not  pwc^e  that 
the  purpoee  of  the  resolntion  may  be  to  arraign, 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  public,  the  character 
of  a  distinguished  citizen  who  rendes  iu  my 
own  immediate  neighborhood.  Under  this 
impresrion,  I  feel  myself  called  upon,  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  notice  an  attack  mode  on  him, 
■rhioh  I  ooooeive  to  be  unmerited  and  w^nst, 


for  the  same  reason  that  I  would  feel  it  my 

duly  to  defend  the  reputalicm  of  every  other 
private  citizen  of  the  district  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  and  who  could  not  be  heard  in  his 
own  defence  on  this  floor.  I  acknowledA 
however,  that  I  may  possibly  do  injostioe  to  Um 
intentions  of  the  mover  d  the  resolution,  in 
supposing  that  the  conduct  (tf  the  distangmshed 
individual  I  have  alluded  to,  is  alone  to  be  the 
subject  of  investigation.  Jud^ng  from  what 
f^pears  upon  the  face  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
imperfect  avowal  of  the  mover,  as  to  what 
may  be  his  motive,  it  is  left  donbtfo]  whether 
one  or  all  of  sereral  gentlemen  ai  disttnetiM^ 
we  intended  to  be  the  ol^t  at  attack.  It 
may  be  intended  to  diMurb  the  repose  of  a  late 
Preddent  <^  the  United  States:  for,  if  it  shall 
torn  out  to  be  true,  that  Mr.  l^iscm  did 
permit  a  Secretary  of  War  to  invest  the 
Ccovemor  of  a  State,  during  tiie  late  war,  with 
important  discretionary  powers,  without  his 
authority,  and  suffered  a  large  aetacbment  at 
militia  to  be  called  into  service  for  the  purpose 
of  manning  several  important  posts,  sitnated  at 
a  great  distance  from  the  States  tnm  whence 
they  were  drawn,  without  ^ving  any  instroe- 
tion  for  retaining  them  in  service  for  ax 
months,  whm  it  is  evident  that  the  duBter 
term  of  three  months  must  have  been  chiefly 
oousumed  in  distributing  them  among  t^e  ports 
to  which  th^  were  ordered,  then  was  he  gnil^ 
of  a  most  gross  and  criminal  omiKion  of  duty. 
If  a  late  Secretary  of  War  proceeded  to  exxr- 
else  such  extensive  powers  without  the  sane- 
tion  of  the  President,  or  failed  to  renew  Ids  in- 
structions to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  ac- 
cording to  the  requisitioDs  of  the  law,  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  war,  then  was  he  gnil^  a 
usurpation  of  authority,  or  a  n^lect  of  an  im- 
portant datj.  I  confess  I  am  not  ready  to 
admit  that  a  late  Governor  of  Tennessee  could 
be  charged  with  any  gross  impropriety  of  coo- 
duct,  in  proceeding  to  act  under  diamtionaty 
powers,  conferred  without  any  other  lin^  as  is 
the  time  in  which  they  were  to  he  considered  op- 
erative, than  the  termination  of  the  war,  even 
the  fact  be  that  his  instructions  were  not  re- 
newed in  the  Spring  of  1814.  But  how  a 
charge  of  improper  conduct,  or  respMuibiBty 
for  the  blunders  and  omissions  of  others,  if  any 
such  there  were,  can  be  fixed  upon  the  mere 
instrument  and  organ  appointed  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  his  snperims 
in  office ;  how  such  a  charge  can  be  fixed  upoo 
the  distinguished  individual  to  whmn  I  have 
man  than  onoe  alluded,  for  retaining  in  aenine 
the  detachment  of  miUtia  refuted  to  in  the 
resolution,  during  a  term  of  dz  months,  and 
treating  them  accordingly,  when  it  is  known 
that  he  ordered  out  that  detachment,  acting 
then  as  Mig'or  General  of  militia,  and  that,  in 
doing  so,  he  obeyed,  as  he  was  bound  to  do,  an 
order  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, expressly  stating,  upon  the  face  of  it, 
that  the  detachment  was  to  serve  six  months, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  anthoiuid 
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that  latitade  of  the  oalL  is  to  me  most  inoom- 
preheiuible.  But  if  it  be  against  him  that  this 
resolntioD  is  intended  to  operate,  then  I  would 
remind  gentlemen  that  they  begin  their  attacks 
at  the  wrong  end,  and  that  there  is  but  little 
magnanimi^  In  striking  at  the  tail,  instead  of  ^ 
the  head,  <^  the  c^bndiDg  series  of  public ! 
agents.  | 

Mr.  OuLPEPEB  sud,  that  he  did  not  know  the  i 
motires  of  other  geatlemeo,  and  he  thuaght 
that  the  Honse  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mo- 
tives of  anr  a!  its  members.  Their  oondnct 
•lone  was  we  propor  saUect  of  anhnadTersion. 
What  I  want,  said  Mr.  0.,  in  this  oase^  is  the 
tmth,  and  nothing  bat  the  truth,  and  I  intend 
to  more  to  lay  the  resolntion  and  amendment 
on  the  table,  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may 
consult  together  and  agree  npon  titie  proper 
form  of  this  call,  without  further  dispute  on 
this  floor.  I  want,  I  repeat  it,  nothing  bat  the 
truth.  I  have  no  wish  to  get-  rid  of  the  sab- 
ject,  bnt  a  very  strong  wish  to  get  dear  of  this 
very  disagreeable  debate. 

Mr.  Polk  said :  The  ostensible  object  of  the 
res<dation  seemed  to  be,  to  obtain  information 
from  the  Department  of  War  in  relaUon  to  the 
detachment  of  militia,  oi  which  the  "six 
militiamen,"  executed  at  Mobile,  under  sen- 
tence of  a  oonrt  martial,  for  the  crime  of  mnti- 
nj  and  desertion,  in  1814,  were  a  p&rt ;  and 
jet  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes,  by  the 
rescdatjon,  to  call  for  the  whole  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  not  only  in  relation  to  this 
particular  detachment  of  militia,  but  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  in  1812,  until  its 
termination.  The  gentleman  was  not  content 
to  have  the  corre^ndence  in  relation  to  this 
particular  detachment,  which  was  already  em- 
oraced  in  another  part  of  his  resoloticm,  but 
deured  all  the  oorreroondence  which  erer  took 
place  between  the  Seoretarr  of  War  and  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee,  durmg  the  whole  war, 
in  relation  to  other  detachments  called  into  the 
pnblic  service  from  Tennessee,  at  different  pe- 
riods. He  could  not  perceive  the  purpose  to 
he  effected  by  calling  for  a  lengthy  correspond- 
ence, which  had  no  connection  with  the  main 
object  of  the  inquiry,  unless  it  was  to  obscure 
and  cover  up  the  material  facts  of  the  case,  by 
a  mass  of  documents  which  had  no  relation  to 
it.  Why  had  not  the  gentleman  likewise  called 
for  all  the  correspondence  with  the  Governors 
of  o^er  States,  whose  militia  were  in  the  pub- 
lic service  dnring  the  war  I  It  would  have  inst 
as  mnoh  to  do  with  the  "  six  militiamen,"  as 
that  part  of  the  oorrespondenoe  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  which  does  not  relate  to 
the  service  of  the  "  six  militiamen,"  or  the  de- 
tachment to  which  they  belonged.  He  wished 
the  information  called  for,  when  received,  to 
stand  naked  before  the  public,  and  to  be 
stripped  of  all  extraneons  matter. 

Mr.  Bandolph  said,  that  no  possible  modifi- 
cation could,  in  anywise,  affect  the  course  he 
had  chalked  out  to  himself,  and  for  reasons 


which  he  would  now  briefly  state.  I  wiH 
promise,  sidd  Mr.  B.,  if  I  throw  no  light  npon 
the  subject,  that,  at  least,  I  will  not  (to  borrow 
a  word  used  by  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
Maine)  "  obfuscate  "  it. 

I  concur  most  heartily  with  the  gentieman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cdlpspbh,)  in  his 
view  of  this  matter.  Before  he  made  his  mo- 
tion, I  had  expressed  a  similar  opinion  to  the 

feoUemon  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Livinqston.) 
am  sorry  he  withdrew  it.  I  think  the  House 
ought  not  to  act  in  this  matter  at  all.  And 
why  t  Because,  sir,  disguise  it  as  much  as  we 
will— as  much  as  we  can— it  is  a  matter  (as 
was  said  in  another  body,  on  a  very  different 
occasion)  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon-day, 
that  the  state  of  public  feeling  throughoot  this 
country,  (and  what  are  we  but  the  pulse,  the 
artery,  which  shows  the  action,  the  sanity,  or 
the  unsoundness  of  the  heart  f )  is  such,  that,  if 
this  game  is  once  commenced,  there  will  be  no 
end  to  it.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  gen- 
tiemen's  motives.  I  am  bound,  not  only  by  the 
Boles  and  Orders  of  this  House,  and  by  a  sense 
of  decorum,  which  ought  to  be  a  still  stronger 
restraint  on  erery  gentieman,  but  I  am  bomid 
hj  evidence  before  my  senses — to  believe,  1^ 
the  motives  of  the  gentionan  from  Ohio  can- 
not be  such  as  have  been  imputed  to  him. 
And  why  ?  It  is  notorions,  that  yon  affect  a 
balance  as  much,  by  taking  oot  of  one  scale,  as 
by  putting  into  the  other ;  and  after  what  I  have 
seen  in  Uie  pnblic  prints,  under  his  name,  he 
can  never  surely  mean,  by  taking  oot  of  the 
scale  A,  to  give  preponderance  to  the  scale  B. 
I  wonder,  sir,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  the 
very  acute  and  astute  perception  of  the  gentie- 
man from  Maine,  (Mr.  SraAoux,)  that  there 
was  another  occasion  for  this  information,  be- 
sides the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  militia  laws.  This  Hooae,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, may,  by  the  constitution,  be  called  upon 
to  decide  that  question  on  which  the  publio 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  so  great  and  so  justifiable 
inflammation.  Now,  as  we  may  be  called  upon 
the  next  session,  to  decide  that  question,  and 
good  managers,  all  people  of  forecast,  like  to 
be  beforehand  with  their  business,  it  is  no 
doubt  highly  proper  that  we  should  proceed 
now  to  get  all  the  information  we  may  need  in 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  But,  sir,  it  is 
time  to  dimiss  this  style  of  treating  ue  subject 
— it  demands  a  graver  tone.  A  bill  from  the 
Senate,  affecting  the  militia  laws  d  the  United 
States — well,  shv— a  bnll  shall  I  call  it,  or  an 
anathema  got  up  by  some  of  those,  under 
whose  order  certain  mflitiamen  were  shot  at 
Norfolk,  is  thrown  in  contemporaneooaty— not 
with  the  bill  from  the  Senate — no,  sir--that  is 
a  different  affair,  but  with  this  motion ;  an 
anathema,  sir,  has  been  issued  from  the  laborar 
tory  of  the  modem  Vatican,  and  comes  to  us 
via  Eichmond — ^yes,  Mr,  via  Bichmond— and  a 
nnncio  has  been  despatched — (I  believe  I  must 
drop  the  metaphor,  or  it  will  drop  me) — welL 
sir,  an  agent,  then,  has  been  deqwtxdied,  and 
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has  tonched  at  this  port,  on  his  way  to  Rich- 
mond, for  instmctions — yes,  eir,  id  mercantile 
phrase,  cleared  ont  for  Cowes  and  a  market — 
to  Cowes,  and  wait  for  instnictions  from  Lon- 
don. Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
deserves  oar  thanks  for  having  torn  the  mask 
off  this  thing  yesterd^.  It  is  the  curse  of  this 
age — tibe  owrobriom  of  this  country,  in  its 
J^lalation,  tiiat,  in  grave  ooncema,  requiring 
the  deliberation  of  stateranen,  and  the  decision 
of  common  sense,  a  system  is  pursued  of  artifi- 
cial reasoning,  and  of  special  pleading,  drawn 
from  the  forensic  school,  (where  it  may  be  very 
right  and  proper,)  and,  while  we  are  debating 
about  the  danger  of  having  our  heads  chopped 
off  by  the  myrmidons  of  a  usurper,  we  are 
durselves  chopping  lope.  [By  the  way,  sir,  I 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mi.  Btobbb,)  who  spoke  to  us,  the 
other  day,  about  Cicero,  did  not  favor  the 
House,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  dissertation  on 
the  snUect  of  the  Roman  coaches,  out  of  one 
of  whidhf  be  told  us,  with  great  good  breeding, 
that  Oicero  stretched  his  neck,  that  it  might  ^ 
struck  off,*  Sir,  I  should  greaUy  like  to  see  a 
model  of  one  or  those  coaches — I  would  send 
it  to  Longacre,  by  way  of  specimen — yes,  sir, 
not  as  a  model,  but  as  a  curiosity.]  Great 
public  mischief  is  produced  by  bringing  into 
this  House  the  system  of  wonl-catching,  and 
watcliing,'  and  quibbling,  and  quirking,  from 
the  Court  below — it  willhardl^  do  even  there. 
Sir,  this  practice  is  as  notorious  as  another, 
confessed  to  prevtil  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  a  subject  of  the  most  vital  interest  to  the 
Hberties  of  En^iahmen— it  is  as  "  not<H4oas  as 
the  sun  at  noon-day."  We,  sir,  are  country 
gentiemen,  phun  planters,  or  fanners,  some- 
times st^jrlea  clodhoppers — we  have  not  a  fiiir 
ehance  under  snch  a  system;  and,  what  is 
worse,  our  constituents  have  not.  Sir,  it  is 
time  we  had  done  with  this  practice,  of  look- 
ing one  way  and  rowing  another.  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  view  presented  to  as  in  the 
speech  of  the  gentieman  from  North  Carolina, 
QSi.  Cclpepbb) — I  hope  I  may  say,  without 
offence,  the  Reverend  gentieman  from  North 
Oarotina.  Sir,  I  applaud  him  for  preaching 
peace — not  peace,  sir,  with  the  enemy,  in  time 
of  war — "  Blessed  are  the  peaoemdcers  I " — 
but  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  preach  the  love 
of  enemies  in  time  of  war.  Let  me  ask  of  this 
House,  if  they  can  imagine  a  case  in  which,  by 
bringing  forward  a  molion  in  this  House,  every 
part  and  any  part  of  the  public  conduct,  (for 
we  shall  hardly  invade  the  sanctuary  of  domes- 
tic life,)  but  the  public  conduct  of  either  or  any 
one  of  the  parties  now  most  prominent  before 
the  nation,  may  not  be  attacked  1  Sir,  cannot 
we,  too,  bring  motion  after  motion,  to  bear  on 
one  of  thera  f  We  can :  and  I  will  tell  the 
gentleman  &om  Haine  how-^he  doea  not  need 
to  be  told— but  I  speak  tar  the  infinrmation  of 
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th(»e  out  of  this  House — a  resolutMm  can  be 
inta-odoced,  bringing  a  charge  against  the  Min- 
ister— another  motion  can  be  brought  against 
the  conduct  of  some  of  our  diplomatic  agmts — 
and  then  we  shall  discuss  it  here  pro  and  com 
— such-a-one  versos  such-a-one — and  then  we 
most  have  another  "blow-ont" — and  thfn 
again  the  same  thing  may  be  done  on  the 
propriatiouof  money.  Sir,  it  is  endless;  and, 
therefore,  I  think  we  ought  to  remember  the 
old  doctrine— a  doctrine  1  have  long  preatdked 
in  this  House,  and  which  I  ever  riuiu  preach, 
obtta  jirineipiu.  Occasion  enongh  can  be 
given  for  every  man  to  show,  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  how  much  he  is  or  is  not  a  parti* 
Ban.  And  where  will  it  end  f  With  thie  ex- 
ception of,  perh^s,  the  necessary  appropriation 
bills,  scarce  any  thing  else  will  be  done  this 
session.  For,  do  gentiemen  believe,  if  this 
thing  is  done  on  one  ude,  it  will  not  be  dam 
on  the  other  I  Do  old  and  practise  statesmen 
suppose  that,  if  they  trump,  their  advenaries 
wUI  not  trump  toof  Why,  ear,  I  thoaght  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.  Yes,  nr,  that 
Hoyle  had  taught  them  better.  Sir,  we  shall 
have  our  tables  flooded  with  such  resolntionK. 
Ko,  m,  let  ns  do  what  all  men  cannot  at  all 
times  do,  and  some  at  no  time — let  us  do  right, 
sir,  fearless  of  the  consequences.  I  know  vesy 
well,  what  a  bugbear — what  a  ghost  win  be 
conjured  u^,  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  talde 
sh^l  prevail  Yes,  sir,  it  will  be  said,  we  are 
about  to  *'  put  out  the  light,  and  then " — and 
then,  sir,  to  smother  the  constitution ;  to  cnt 
the  throat — ^not  of  Cioero,  rir,  no,  or— but  <tf 
poor  half-soflbcated  DesdenKma— <tf  the  oonsti- 
tution.  Sir,  this  is  a  responsibili^  I  am  will- 
ing to  meet ;  if  I  was  not,  I  wonfd  not  show 
my  face  here.  When  inquired  of,  I  dtonld  aay 
to  my  constituents,  "  A  motion  was  made  in 
this  House,  calling  for  information  aboot  the 
six  militiamen — the  public  papers  and  the  Rich- 
mond manifesto  are  full  of  the  subject.  It  has 
been  worn  threadbare.  We  were  called  npoo 
to  second  the  Anti-Jackson  meeting  at  R>cb- 
mond.  It  must  have  led  to  recrimination.  We 
should  have  had  the  same  game  played  over 
and  over  agun,  itmm  iUrumgve.  It  would 
(mly  have  led  to  iU  blood  and  calling  names, 
and,  ther^bre,  I  andeavored  to  pnt  an  «id  to  it 
at  its  commencemeDt."  Sir,  if  the  milltialawa 
want  maiding^  they  wiH  not  get  it,  take  mj 
word  for  it,  t^is  session.  Our  militia  laws,  tar, 
are  like  some  reprobates — always  about  to  re- 
form, or  to  be  reformed.  We  do  not  want  this 
information  to  act  on  the  bill  firom  the  S«iate, 
and  as  for  the  other  object,  most  of  ns,  I  be- 
lieve, are  pretty  well  prepared  to  act  on  what 
we  have. 

I  promised,  when  I  rose,  that,  if  I  ahed  no 
light  upon  the  subject,  I  would  at  least  en- 
deavor not  to  make  it  more  obscure.  J  canoot 
promise  «  Jwmo  dor*  luetm,  bnt  I  wiH  not  Iraid 
my  aid  to  raise  a  smoke  to  obeoure  the  jod^ 
ment  and  to  inflame  the  mind'a  c^ye  of  tlua 
House.  Without  wUiii«  in  the  laart  to  ton- 
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stall  debate,  or  put  it  oat  of  the  power  of  anj 
gentleman  to  reply  to  me,  I  shall,  before  I  take 
my  seat,  renew  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Culpepbb.)   I  shall 
move  that  tbe  resolnUon  and  the  amendment 
be  1^  to  lie  upon  the  table.    Bat  I  shall 
withdraw  the  motion  if  mj  friend,  or  if  any 
adverwy — ^for  I  trost  I  have  no  eaemj  here — 
shall  request  it  It  is  a  ease  In  which  I  would 
yield  more  readily  to  Hui  request  of  an  adver- 
sary than  of  a  friend, 
tf  r.  RANDOtPR  so  moved  accordingly :  when 
Mr.  Wbbus  said,  I  reqnest  the  genueman  to 
withdraw  the  motion. 
Mr.  Randolph  retaining  his  seat, 
Mr.  Webus  B^d,  I  call  npon  the  gentleman 
to  comply  with  the  promise  he  has  jiut  ^ven. 
Mr.  Randolph  still  keeping  his  seat, 
Mr.  Wbbus  said,  I  call  upon  the  gentleman 
to  folfll  his  promise. 

Mr.  Randolph  now  rose,  and  said:  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  comply  with  it,  I  promised 
that  if  any  friend,  or,  much  more,  any  adver- 
sary, shoold  make  the  request,  I  would  with- 
draw my  motion.  I  have  never,  thank  God, 
refused  to  keep  my  word,  nor  shall  I  now  break 
my  promise.  But,  as  that  honorable  gentleman 
stands  to  me  in  the  relation,  neither  of  a  friend 
nor  of  m  adversary,  I  shall  not  withdraw  my 
motion. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Randolph's 
motion, 

Mr.  Sloans  requested  that  it  be  taken  by 

£ias  and  nays.  It  was  so  ordered  by  tbe 
ouse,  and  were — ^yeas  42,  nays  ISO. 
Mr.  Webms  said  he  felt  very  madh  gratified 
to  find,  by  the  vote  just  taken,  that  so  lai^  a 
majority  of  the  Hoase  thought  with  him,  that 
a  Butyeot  of  such  importance  ou^ht  not  to  be 
smothered  or  nipped  m  the  bud  (if  he  might  be 
^owed  to  use  the  expression]  at  the  instant 
suggestion  of  any  member,  and  more  especially 
BO,  when  the  vote  Beemed  almost  to  Justify 
what  be  was  about  to  offer  as  advice  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vii^lnia,  who  had 
thought  proper  to  qnoto  the  same  authority  as 
it  regards  peacemakers :  *'  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,"  was  his  remark.  "  Let 
tiiat  man  who  esterawth  that  fae  knowetb  all 
things,  remember  th«t  he  knowelli  nothing  yet 
as  be  onsfat  to  know."  I  have  no  idea,  sir, 
8ud  Mr.  W.,  of  any  one  in^vidual  member  of 
this  House  undertaking  to  suppose,  when  he 
has  made  a  speech,  that  every  one  is  to  be 
hushed  by  bis  shutting  the  door  upon  them, 
because,  forsooth,  he  may  suppose  that  they 
cannot  or  dare  not  introduce  a  word  In  reply 
to  bin}.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  member 
from  Virginia  bad  voluntarily  promised  to 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  if  any  gentleman  suggested  a  desire 
to  be  heard  on  tbe  subject,  upon  ri^ng  and  r»- 
questing  hbn  to  suspend,  or  withdraw  bis  mo- 
tion, to  have  fbnnd  lum  wilUns,  at  once,  to 
oom[dy ;  finding  this  not  to  be  disposition, 
I  expressed  a  hope  that  the  gentleman  would 
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comply  with  Us  word ;  and  whether  that  gen- 
tleman considers  me  as  standing  in  the  relation 
of  friend  or  enemy,  or  neither,  towards  him, 
sir,  was  neither  asked  nor  cared  about.  [Here 
the  gentleman  from  Viivinia  asked  permission 
of  weKentI«mui from  Matrland  to  apologize.} 
1&.  Af^Eifs  said  he  asked  no  spolt^,  but 
would  ^ve  the  gentleman  from  Vlri^nia  an  op- 
portunity to  explain ;  when 

Mr.  Randolph  stud,  nothing  was  frirther 
from  his  intentions  than  to  say  any  thing  nn- 
oourteons.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
s^d  Mr  R.,  had  caUed  on  him  in  so  imperative 
a  tone,  that  that  happened  which  often  hap- 
pens in  similar  cases.  We  often  refuse,  what 
we  should  otherwise  grant  with  willingness^ 
when  we  conceive  ourselves  to  be  rather  more 
enforced  tban  we  like  to  be.  But,  the  candor 
of  that  gentleman  will  indnce  bim  to  acknowl- 
edge that  I  stated  neither  more  nor  less  than 
w&di  is  the  actual  fiwt,  when  I  s^d,  that  ha 
stands  to  me  in  neither  of  the  relations — either 
of  adversa^  or  friend.  I  can  assure  him,  how- 
ever, that  X  shall  never  again  offend  the  gentle- 
man by  noticing  him  in  that,  or  in  any  other 
way. 

Mr.  yfszm  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  trifle 
with  the  time  of  the  House,  or  to  attempt,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  to  discuss  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  subject  to  which  the  proposi- 
tion i>efore  the  House,  barely  calling  for  infor- 
mation, pointed.  But  he  rose  to  offer,  first, 
bis  thfmks  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  in- 
troducing the  resolation,  in  any  shape  that 
would  eventually  obtain  all' the  information 
immediately  relating  to  the  subject.  He  oared 
not  alwut  uie  form,  or  phraseology,  provided  it 
resulted  in  laying  before  the  nation  the  truth, 
and  nothing  bat  tbe  truth.  He  agreed,  to  the 
fullest  extent,  with  t^e  gentleman  from  Maine, 
"  that  it  was  not  our  privily  to  Judge  men's 
motives and  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed 
to  offer  another  qnotetion,  as  it  seemed  fashion- 
able to  do  so,  from  the  volume  of  truth,  with- 
out incurring  the  appellation  (sarcastically,  or 
otherwise)  of  reverend  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land :  "  Who  art  thou,  oh  man,  that  jndgest 
another  man's  servant!  before  his  own  master, 
he  standeth  or  fidleth."  Su-,  said  Mr.  W„  this 
subject  has  now  been  iDtroduced,  and  for 
one,  am  nnwQling  to  return  home  to  the  high- 
minded  freemen  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  and  say  to  them,  I  voted  agt^nst  this 
inquiry,  because  I  feared  to  trust  my  strong 
prejudices  and  partialities.  That  might  answer 
for  the  gentleman  from  Virg^ia,  but  it  would 
not  answer  for  me.  Mr.  W.  protested  against 
being  governed  by  any  such  influence.  Tbe 
sovereign  people  of  Maryland  felt  anxious  for 
information,  and  would  not  be  content  without 
it,  and,  for  himself,  he  could  with  truth  declare 
that  he  wished  it,  and  would  receive  it  any- 
how, rather  than  not  have  it,  although  he 
would  prefer  having  it  widioat  any  thing  like 
that  musive  weight  that  aocompanied  some  erf 
our  dooamrats:  for  instance,  the  tteor^gia  tf- 
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l^r — the  immenBe  bulk  of  which  deterred 
almost  every  man  from  attempting  to  wade 
through  it.  No,  sir,  smd  Mr.  W.,  that  man 
whose  character  and  conduct  are  to  be  affected 
by  it,  will,  like  pure  gold,  seven  Umes  refined, 
be  found  more  pare  the  oftener  his  conduct 
or  patriotinn  shall  be  scratinized.  I  shall  not 
troable  the  House  further,  at  this  time,  sfud  Mr. 
W.J  from  a  hope,  sir,  that  the  geudeman  from 
Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will 
be  able  so  to  modify  the  proposition  as  not  only 
to  agree  themselves,  but  to  produce  an  accord- 
ance throughout  the  House. 

Mr.  WuioBT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  but  a  few 
words  to  say,  and  wonltl  trouble  tiie  House  but 
a  ^ort  time.  If  I  nnderstand  the  question, 
Ur.  Speaker,  sud  Hr.  W.,  that  part  of  the 
resoloUon  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  by  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentudsy,  Qti. 
WiOKLiFFK,)  embraces  a  call  for  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  GovemmeDt  of  the 
ITnion,  with  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  time  the  drafted  militia  of  that  State 
should  be  oontinned  la  the  service  of  the 
United  States — for  copies  of  any  prders  of  the 
President,  directing  such  drafted  militia  to  be 
retained  under  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
for  a  period  beyond  three  months ;  and  if  no 
Buoh  order  existed,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  certify  that  fact  to  the  House.  Such  is 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
to  refnse  the  call  so  fiur  as  I  have  specified. 
Bat,  sir,  how  is  the  motion  siq>ported  by  the 
•rgameat  of  the  mover,  and  by  the  argument 
of  the  gmtleman  over  uie  way  t  They  all  tell 
TOO,  we  want  all  the  facts — all  the  documents ; 
but  we  would  shut  the  door  upon  the  opinions 
of  the  Secretary,  or  his  arguments.  I,  too, 
want  the  /acts  and  documentt,  and  no  opinion* 
or  ayumeiitt;  and  will  not  any  gentleman 
perceive,  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  reed 
over  that  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
struck  out,  that  these  ailments  are  directed 
a^inst  matter  which  has  no  existence  in  fact  ? 
Sir,  is  it  argument  or  opinion,  to  furnish  ns 
with  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee  f  Is  it  argoment  or 
<^iuon  to  ftimish  a  copy  of  the  Executive 
OTder  to  continne  the  miutia  in  service  longer 
than  tiiree  numtbs  t  Or  will  it  be  said  to  be 
ailment  or  opinion,  if  no  Executive  order 
•xuL  to  certify  that  single  &ct  to  the  House  ? 
Barely  no  gentleman  will  pretend  it  is  either ; 
yet  we  have  heard  much  of  a  desire  to  give  all 
the  facta  and  documents,  and  to  withhold  only 
opinions.  Let  us  have  all  the  documents,  and 
all  the  facts.  How  will  the  case  stand  before 
the  country,  if  the  motion  previul  and  gentle- 
tarn  deny  the  infonnation  sought?  We  may 
be  told,  if  the  infonnation  obtuned  bears  hard 
on  any  individual,  that,  if  the  whole  oorre- 
mondence  between  the  War  Department  and 
to«  Governor  of  Tennessee  had  been  published, 
the  oonntry  would  have  found  ample  evidence 
to  justify  either  the  Governor,  or  any  militia 
officer  acting  under  him,  for  retuning  the  mili- 
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tia  in  question  for  six,  instead  of  three  months ; 
and  if  we  have  not  an  express  certificata  from 
the  proper  officer,  that  no  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent euats,  it  may  be  sud  it  has  been  with- 
drawn. I  therefore  want  the  whole  inliDmia- 
tion,  correspondence,  and  docnmeno.  I  wish 
an  opportunity  of  judging  for  myself  what  they 
contain — to  have  the  lignt  shed  upon  my  own 
mind,  that  I  may  foim  an  opinion  mjselC.  I 
do  not  believe,  sir,  for  I  could  not  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  there  can  be  a  single  gentleman 
on  this  fioor,  who  would  withhold  the  informa- 
tion sought  for,  if  he  understood  the  subject. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Yiivinia,  bad  heard  it  declared, 
on  all  udes  of  the  House,  that  genUemen  want 
information ;  that^they  seek  the  truth,  the  whole 
tmtli,  and  nothing  but  the  tmth.  J  wish  tlua 
as  strongly  as  any  one ;  and  because  I  want  thi^ 
Id<m't  want  any  ^MeohesfrmntbedepartmeaL 
The  sentiemen  who  profess  to  want  toe  eon«- 
spondence  most,  ^ve  to  me  the  strongest  evi- 
dence, by  their  speeches,  that  they  are  pMrfed^ 
conversant  with  it.  I  shall  not  dive  into  their 
motives:  that  belongs  to  anothw  power — a 
power  from  which  l^is  Administration  once 
churned  its  right  to  rule.  I  had,  like  othoa, 
hoped  that  we  should  have  met  to  tranaaet  the 
public  business ;  and  that  we  should  have  agreed 
to  leave  this  question  to  the  people ;  bat  tt  is 
in  vain  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  this  House  ii 
intended  to  be  made  an  arena  on  which  to  ex- 
cite the  passiona  of  the  people.  We  eee  an  in- 
dividual Wanded  with  r^rtMcb,  for  having  con- 
sented to  the  exeontion  of  sevoal  militiamea — 
we  who  are  nursed  by  the  pap  4if  the  T^eaaniy 
— ^it  is  no  expression  of  mine— pq>— it  oomes 
from  the  Treasnry,  of  course  it  must  be  good — 
we  are  told  that  ^ese  are  the  propor  aoenes  to 
engage  the  minds  of  men,  and  not  the  Tolgar 
scenes  of  bloody  war.  At  the  same  tinw  we  do 
see  a  General  of  the  United  States  trying  stA- 
diers  at  Norfolk,  and  shooting  them  too,  for  de- 
sertion. I  know  It  to  be  a  fact:  for  I  was  aa 
eye  witness.  A  gentleman  near  me  saja,  that 
these  were  not  militiamen.  I  believe  two  oi 
them  were.  I  derive  my  infonnation  from  a 
soaroe  entitiedtoat  least  as  much  cre^t^  as  if  it 
was  drawn  from  hired  and  pendoned  Ifltter-wsi- 
ters  in  one  of  the  Departments.  Bnt,  if 
th^  -wen  not  milltiMnwi,  they  were  nm; 
and  is  not  the  life  of  man  dear?  And  are 
we  now  to  be  told  that  no  r^pud  is  to  be 
shown  to  the  life  of  a  common  soldier  f  Mj 
information  goes  still  further.  An  ordw  was 
issued  by  a  United  States  commander,  to  go 
in  pursuit  of  a  deserter,  and  if  he  conld  not 
be  taken,  to  shoot  him,  and  he  was  ahot. 
Why  was  not  the  same  noise  made  then,  that 
there  is  now,  and  why  was  not  infOTmatioo 
of  that  fact  laid  before  the  House,  by  the  same 
gentleman  or  his  frienda,  who  have  atirred  this 
Inqairyt  It  ia  true  I  bdoog  to  the  odnunitM 
on  the  militia,  hot  I  have  not  been  oalled  vpon 
to  attend  it,  nntil  this  momii^ 

Mr.  WicKLim  now  signified  his  agreement 
to  the  proposal  of  the  g^eman  frtm  Tensca- 
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■ee,  (ICr,  Bnx,)  to  modify  bis  ameodmeDt  in  Boch 
a  manner,  as  to  retain  the  call  for  the  whole 
oorrespondenoe. 

Mr.  Sloans  also  ezpreesed  his  willingDess  to 
modify  hia  resolation,  hj  striking  out  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  and  if  no  snch  order  exists  on 
the  fifea  of  the  War  Department,  to  state  that 
&ct  to  tbia  House.  ** 

}b.  BuBQxas  ezwessed  hia  regret  Aat  a 
simple  rraolution  oaDingfi>rini(n>maUonshoDld 
have  taken  the  torn  this  had.  He  understood 
that  copies  of  docnments  could  not  be  obtained 
from  the  pnblic  officers  withont  a  legal  order, 
and  he  thought  the  regulation  a  good  one. 
Under  that  regulation,  it  was  impossible  that 
the  record  called  for  hj  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sloahb)  should  ever 

St  to  the  public  unless  by  the  direction  of  this 
ouse,  or  of  the  Senate. 
The  question,  sud  Mr.  B..  for  as  to  settle,  la, 
whether  this  information  snail  be  laid  before 
the  House,  and  thejpnblio  be  enabled  to  know 
the  truth  aa  it  Is  1  What  the  ulterior  hitentions 
of  the  mover  may  be,  is  nothing  to  me;  Ishall 
Tote  for  myself  according  to  my  own  views  of 
propriety — so,  I  presume,  other  gentlemen  will 
Tote;  aaodj  even  if  the  rules  of  the  House  did 
not  restnun  me  from  a  violation  of  decomm,  X 
hope  I  shoidd  have  civility  enough  not  to  im- 
pute,  without  evidence,  to  any  gentleman  in 
this  House,  motives  hostile  to  Uie  public  peace 
and  to  the  safety  of  individual  repatation.  It 
cannot  he  denied  that  much  curiosity,  to  give 
it  no  other  name,  exists  in  the  public  mind,  in 
referdhce  to  these  papers.  I  have  seen  the  evi- 
dence of  it  in  ttkoee  records,  which,  from  onr 
ohildhood,  we  are  accustomed  to  cunsult — 
mean  the  c^ironloles  of  the  day. 

It  is  ocanmonlr  said  that  certain  militiamen 
have  been  ezecnCed,  and  it  is  e^d  by  some,  that 
that  their  execution  bad  no  legal  sanction. 
The  qaution  whether  that  execution  was  legal 
or  not,  is  one  on  which  great  anxiety  prevfdls. 
The  person  under  whose  orders  it  is  said  to 
have  taken  j>lace  is  a  person  of  great  conse- 
quence in  this  nation.  He  fills,  at  this  time,  a 
great  space  in  the  public  eye,  and  occupies  much 
of  the  public  feeling,  and  I  ask  if  it  be  courtesy 
in  this  House  to  interpose  before  the  facts  of  the 
present  case,  any  ot«tac1e  which  may  dUap- 
iKnnt  tile  public  curiosity,  (if  it  is  to  receive  no 
better  name,)  quickened  as  that  curiosity  now  is, 
and  anxloas  as  the  most  unmanageable  appetite. 
What  oonrtesy  will  it  he  to  lay  your  hand  on  a 
part  d  the  documents  inquired  for,  and  to  say, 
they  shall  not  go  to  yonr  constituents  t  Why 
will  yon  withhold  fVom  them  what  either  tlie 
friends  of  that  diatingaished  individual,  or,  if 
you  will,  his  foes,  may  desire  to  lay  before  this 
House?  For  myself^  I  should  be  satisfied  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Sloaks)  should 
select  one  portion  of  the  documents,  and  the 
gentleman  from.  Kentucky  (Mr.  Wioeuffk) 
sliould  select  another  portion.  I  should  he  satis- 
fied with  their  discretion,  and  would  call  for 
the  whole.  I  would  sot^  at  least,  transmute 


this  hall  into  an  arena  for  gladiators.  I  think 
better  of  my  country — of  this  Honse — of  those 
opposed  to  me  and  those  who  are  with  me,  than 
to  apprehend  that  the  sword  of  the  gladiator, 
or  the  pistol  of  the  assasun,  is  in  any  danger  of 
being  used,  whether  here  or  elsewhere,  in  con- 
sequence of  oar  dedaion  on  a  resohiUon  like 
1^18.  If  there  is  any  thing  in  this  matter  to 
produce  exsqwration,  it  most  be  the  withholdiDt^ 
it  cannot  be  the  granting,  of  this  oalL  The 
gentlemen  who  spoke  with  so  muoh  ardor  of 
their  illustrious  friend,  spoke  only  as  a  man 
should  speak,  when  he  supposes  the  character  of 
his  friend  is  in  danger.  Bot  their  zeal  might 
well  have  been  spared.  The  character  of  that 
illustrious  man  is  not  impugned.  Nobody  here 
has  iniared,  or  wishes  to  injure  him.  Why  then 
should  his  anxious  friends  endeavor  to  forestall 
poblio  opinion,  or  keep  back  from  the  puhlio 
ear,  the  voice  of  truth!  Wh^  will  they  refuse 
to  satisfy  public  snxiety  ?  Why  do  they  strive, 
with  so  maoh  eamestnesi^  to  strike  out  frmi 
the  resolution  a  oall  for  the  orders  of  the  Vn^ 
ideut,  copies  of  whioh  ore  said  to  be  in  the 
War  Department?  Why  do  they  dread  so 
much,  if  such  copies  are  not  there,  that  the 
Secretary  shall  say  they  are  sot  there  t  What 
would  gentlemen  have  ?  The  public  will  be- 
lieve the  signature  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War ;  for, 
prostrated  as  he  has  been,  at  least  in  the  wishes 
of  his  enemies,  still  the  American  public  will 
believe  him,  without  an  oath,  while  they  re- 
member that  he  belongs  to  the  State  of  Vir^- 
ia,  although  he  be  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a 
member  of  the  Administration.  May  he  not  be 
permitted  to  say,  if  the  fact  be  so,  that  he  can- 
nut  ftimish  copies  of  any  such  (Hrders,  because 
they  are  not  in  his  office?  We  want  no  oom- 
mentaries,  no  (^k»ses.  no  labored  an>laQatioDa. 
We  want  tiie  reoora  alone,  and,  if  it  Is  not 
there,  we  want  him  to  certify  tiiat  it  is  not 
there.  Sir,  what  will,  what  must,  the  publio 
think,  if  you  prevent  him  from  giving  this  cer- 
tificate! I  do  suppose  there  are  abnodanco 
of  our  citizens  who  know  what  the  usual  form 
of  a  certificate  is,  and  if  you  put  forth  to  the 
world  a  certificate  in  some  nnnsnal  form,  they 
will  have  too  much  acuteness  not  to  perceive 
that  yon  deny  them  the  knowledge  whioh  they 
desire  to  have.  I  might  beg  gentlemen  for 
their  own  sakee,  not  to  excite  such  irresistibia 
Busidf^oiu  in  the  pubKc  mind. 

Mr.  Bloahs  stgDi0ed  bis  acceptance  of  the 
addition  proposed  by  Hr.  Wioeliffe,  and  the 
resolution,  as  thus  modified,  was  finally  adopted, 
in  the  following  form : 

"Jiuotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  flimisb  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  Conrt  Hartial,  vhich  commenced 
its  dttings  at  or  near  Mobile,  on  Uu  ftiUi  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fbni- 
teen,  for  the  trial  of  certida  Tennessee  Xilitfamen, 
together  with  a  cop;  of  all  the  orders  for  the  or- 
ganization of  said  Court,  at  well  aa  those  sabs»> 
queotly  issued  in  relation  to  its  decinoos. 

"  And,  also,  to  furnish  oepies  of  all  papers,  let-. 
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ten,  uiil  dooumeDts,  relaUog  to  satd  Coart  Mar- 
tial :  copies  of  all  orders,  geocnil  or  special,  made 
or  issued  bj  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
hj  the  Seoretar;  of  War,  coDceming  or  relating 
to  tiie  kngth  of  serrice  of  the  detachment  of  the 
TtanetteeMilltia,  detdled  nnder die  order  of  the 
Governor  of  said  State,  issued  od  the  twentieth 
day  of  ICajr,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, and  afterwards  placed  under  the  imme^ate 
•ommand  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Pipkin ; 
also,  eo[dea  of  such  order,  and  of  the  muster  and 
pay  rolls  of  said  WHItiamim,  wUch  may  be  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  War. 

**  And  to  furnish  copies  of  any  orders  of  the 
]h«rident  or  SecreUry  of  War,  by  which  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  discretion  vested  in  the  President  by 
the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  18th  of  April,  1814, 
the  term  of  service  of  Uie  Tennessee  HiliUa  may 
have  been  extended  beyond  three  monthi;  ateo, 
copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  Governor  Kount,  dated  the  11th  and  Slat  Jan- 
wy,  1814. 

*'  And,  also,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  coreapond- 
iDoe  in  the  War  Department  between  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  during  the  late  war,  oh  the  subject  of 
tbotime  which  the  drafted  militia  of  said  State 
dicmld  be  nqnirad  to  Mtre  in  the  umiea  of  the 
United  Statea." 

Fbidat,  Jaawrj  18. 
Gate  4tf  Marigny  jyAuUriM. 

TbB  HoTue  resnmed  ttie  oonnderation  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Uarigny  D'Anterive:  and 
Ibe  qaesticm  recarring  on  Hr.  Wbittubbt'b 
motion,  pending  when  the  bill  vras  last  before 
tiie  Honse,  to  reoommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  OIoimB;  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Gdblkt  moved  to  amend  the  Inll,  by  add- 
ing the  following: 

"And  that  the  further  tam  of  tiU  be  paid  to 
Ae  B^d  D'Auterive,  for  the  injury  done  to  Us  slave 
vUle  In  the  service  of  the  United  Sbrfea;  and  for 
ne^oal  attendance  on  said  slave." 

Mr.  Kkbs  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  se- 
rioofl  aspect  in  which  this  sotiject  is  now  pre- 
sented to  the  whole  natioQ — notwithstanding 
the  opinions  first  entertdned,  that  It  was  of 
minor  importance— -I  feel  myself  onder  a  sort 
of  m<H»l  necesdty  of  assi^ing  reasons  for  the 
TOte  I  shall  glTO.  I  am,  nr,  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Lonisiana.  Although  I  was  not  very 
sdidtons  to  obtmde  myself,  the  other  day, 
npon  the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole,  when  I  moved  its  rising,  and  when,  after 
^Ting  way  for  the  explanation  of  a  gentleman 
from  New  York,  I  was  intercepted  from  the 
Obidr  by  the  precipitancy  of  gentlemen  who 
rose  to  speak,  yet  I  confess  that  I  did  feel  a 
desire  to  declare  my  opinion  npon  the  qnesUon 
in  debate,  inasmuch  as  my  oonatitnenta  as  well 
as  those  of  others,  who  had  delivered  their  eenti- 
m«ita  at  lai^  had  a  direct  interest  in  it. 

Oar  local  sttnatim — dwelling  aa  we  do  on  the 
mtara  of  the  Chesapeake,  late  tihe  scene  of  a 
moat  Texatloos  predatory  warDm,  and  always 
c^poMd,  in  tlmft<tf  war,  to  the  lo«  of  that  ve^ 


riea  of  property  which,  in  the  ewe  before 
Honse,  is  attempted  to  be  refined  away — 
gives  as  an  interest  in  the  qnestion  not  &r 
short  of  that  of  Boathern  men.  I  am  not,  sir,  a 
Southern  man — strictly  so  called — but  I  fe«d,  and 
my  constituents  feel  drawn  towards  the  peofde 
of  the  South,  by  chords  of  Brmpathy  in  nMun- 
respects;  and^inthatpartienurmterwt,  wludh 
has  now  become  Uie  sntfjeot  of  coatroveny, 
even  on  thU  floor,  we  have  a  common  Etak& 
Although  our  concern  in  the  subject  is  not, 
perhaps,  so  important,  yet  the  interest  we  feel 
in  it  is  scarcely  less  vivid  than  that  of  the 
Sondiem  planter.  Sir,  since  the  last  meecb  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  wjiich  he 
has  portrayed  the  conseqnenoe  flowing  from 
the  premises  which  he  had,  himseli^  most  kind- 
ly assumed  for  the  advocates  of  thia  measore — 
as  leading  to  the  destruction  of  all  civil  liberty 
in  this  country — I  oannot  content  myself  with- 
out an  humble  effort  to  refhto  the  fiiUacies  hj 
which  it  is  attempted  to  bUnd  this  Hons* 
against  Uie  tme  import  of  the  question  Won 
them. 

Gentlemen  now  say,  (some  of  them  at  levtj 
that  they  do  not  deny  the  general  propodtioa 
that  slaves  are  prwerty ;  yet  they  do  contend 
that,  pro  hoc  vice,  uiey  are  not  property,  and 
they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  soch,  when 
taken,  or  lost,  or  injured  in  the  public  service. 
Here  then  is  iJie  issue :  We  aver  that  slaves 
are  property  so  declared  by  law,  and  so  hdd  in 
the  view  of  the  constitutdon.  It  is  the  rtpoit 
of  this  committee  with  the  bill  which  will  make 
up  the  record  of  our  judgment  here ;  and  ii  yon 
had  permitted  this  amendment  to  be  dropped, 
because  of  the  indgnificant  amonnt  ctf  the  datm 
of  Marigny  D'AntwiTe,  or  now  reject  it,  ro« 
establish  a  precedent,  to  be  quoted  on  all  fbtnre 
occasions,  against  the  most  important  claims 
and  agunst  redress  for  the  ma«t  serions  indt- 
Tidnal  losses :  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be 
set  up  by  some  as  a  solemn  decision  on  record, 
that  slaves  are  not  property. 

Many  observations  have  been  made  by 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  to  do  away  an  im- 
pression that  they  would  in  any  manner  im- 
pugn the  rieht  of  property  in  slaves ;  and  it 
has  been  said  that  such  a  question  will  neTcr 
be  starred  until  "  some  bola,  bad  nun,"  shaQ 
ndse  it  fbr  the  pnrpose  of  his  own  amlntian. 
I  feel  happy  in  believing  that  this  bold,  had 
man  has  not  yet  found  his  way  into  this  House; 
but  I  have  made  some  note  of  the  opinicms  and 
dispositions  of  men  in  different  quarters  upon 
this  subject.  Not  alone  in  the  East,  nor  in  the 
north,  but  in  the  Middle  States — aye,  in  the 
South,  even  without  the  instigation  of  that  am- 
bition which  has  been  assumed  as  the  onlj 
motive  to  it—bold,  bad  men,  have  had  the 
folly,  or  the  wickedness — call  them  fools,  <x 
knaves,  if  you  please,  (as  they  have  been  so  de- 
nounced by  a  gentleman  from  Vii^:inia,)  to 
avow  and  maintain  that  slaves  are  not  property, 
and  that  all  sach  pretended  rights  oi^fht  to  be 
abolished,  t  tmat  that  men  of  thia  daeripQoa 
niU  he  kmg  kept  from  thia  plaoe ;  bat  thare  fa 
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no  qnestion,  they  hare  been  ae^ing,  hj  stealthy 
steps,  to  make  their  way  into  the  State  L^is- 
latures,  for  the  express  purpose  of  stirring,  by 
slow  degrees,  the  qaestiou  of  slavery,  and  in 
dae  season,  t)ie  solemn  one  of  nniversal  eman- 
cipation. Yon  may  call  saoh  people  fanatics, 
hypocrites,  or  knaves,  or  by  whatsoever  other 
epithets  of  reprobation  you  pleaae,  bnt  all  the 
while  the  fatal  consequences  of  their  principles 
and  their  movements,  may  spread  and  be  felt 
in  every  pftrt  of  the  oonutry.  If  enoh  a  cfaar- 
Mter  should  ever  show  his  fiioe  in  this  House, 
I  trast  there  will  be  always  here,  men  of  firm- 
ness and  talent,  to  make  him  toe  the  twig,  and 
avow  himself  clearly  so  that  he  may  be  held  np 
to  the  scorn  and  d^estatlon  of  every  good  man 
in  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  here  saj  that  they  do  not  deny 
the  right  of  property  in  slaves ;  bnt  the  report 
of  the  committee  does  give  color  to,  and  in 
effect  declares  the  doctrine  to  a  great  extent, 
and  in  so  much  destroys  the  rights  of  owners. 
They  aver  in  effeot,  that,  as  to  tiie  purpose  in 
view,  slaves  are  not  property,  or  are  not  to  be 
80  eoiuUdered.  [Ur.  K.  here  read  the  report  of 
the  conmiittee  of  the  present  session,  and  pro- 
ceeded.] I  will  not  tronble  the  House  with 
reading  the  report  of  January,  182fL  referred 
to  by  the  present  committee,  and  adopted  by 
them,  as  it  must  be  familiar  now  to  every  mem- 
ber; bnt  X  will  assert  that  the  foundation  of 
the  report  is  an  acnud  denial  of  the  right  of 
property  in  slaves.  They  say  that  daves  have 
not  been  put  on  the  footing  of  property,  and 
paid  for,  when  lost  to  the  owner  in  the  public 
service,  and  they  report  that  this  petitioner 
ought  not  to  have  relief.  Ko  matter  how  yon 
dt^ise  it,  common  language  will  be  under- 
stood by  tne  people,  and  they  will  oonridw  a 
rq'ection  ot  this  amendment  as  a  decdnon 
against  the  right  of  property  to  this  extent ; 
for  the  committee  do  aver,  that,  as  to  any  claim 
to  compensation  for  ii^ary  done  to  a  slave 
taken  for  public  purposesL  snob  slave  is  not 
oonsidered  as  property,  and  therefore  not  to  be 

faid  for.   Now,  sir,  this  is  the  very  reason  why 
now  would  decide  at  once  that  they  are  prop- 
erty, and  so  to  be  considered,  and  settle  the 

auestion  forever.  I  stand  upon  the  ground 
tiat  slaves  ore  property  to  all  intents  and  poi^ 
poses,  and  should  be  paid  for  as  such,  like  every 
other  species  of  property.  I  will  not  take 
npon  myself  to  lay  censure  on  an  honorable 
committee  of  this  House ;  bnt  I  must  aaj  that 
an  the  excitement  which  has  been  exhibited  on 
this  occasion,  Is  owing  to  tiie  mistaken  views 
of  their  report 

If  slaves  are  property,  as  admitted,  why  shall 
they  not  be  considered  as  snch  ?  I  will  put  the 
absurdity  to  this  House :  What  is  that  which 
is  proper^,  and  not  to  be  considered  eacht 
Such  refinements  are  not  for  ns,  rir.  If  gen- 
tlemen knew  how  this  kind  of  thing  is  felt  by 
those  more  immediately  concerned,  they  might 
excuse  my  earnestness.  If  slaves  be  property, 
why  ahoold  they  not  be  so  considered  t  These 


[H.  o9  R. 

are  convertible  propositions ;  and  they  are  prop- 
erly at  a  kind  the  most  valuable  and  most  ex< 
porad.  Has  any  direct  reasoning  been  offered, 
on  general  principles,  or  fh)m  the  constitntion, 
to  prove  that  though  slaves  are  property,  they 
are  not  to  be  conudered  such  ?  Not  a  scintilla 
of  reason  has  been  presented  to  support  the  po- 
sition. The  only  thing  like  argument  which 
has  been  attempted,  is  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Wbittlbsbt,)  that 
it  has  not  been  the  usage  of  the  Government  to 
pay  in  snoh  oases ;  but  all  the  instances  he  has 
cited,  have  been  shown  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  present.  If  tbey  were  applicaUe,  I  would, 
on  that  account,  call  upon  the  House  now  to 
come  to  a  correct  decision  in  this  case,  and  seb* 
tie  the  true  principle.  It  has  been  urged  thai 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
with  certain  views,  conside4d  slaves  as  per- 
sons, they  are  but  a  qualified  property,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  paid  for.  You  may  seize 
the  property  for  the  public  use-— deprive  th« 
owner  <n  the  services  of  his  dave,  and  carry 
him  into  danger  even  of  the  loss  of  his  life, 
and  if  he  be  injured  or  destroyed,  yon  will  not 
p^r  1  I  will  tell  the  gentlemen  in  s  word  why 
slaves  are  property :  They  are  sudi  in  respect 
of  tiie  ri^t  of  the  owner  to  sell  them ;  not  lilw 
Hie  relation  between  master  and  apprentice,  or 
father  and  son,  where  there  is  a  contract  or  a 
right  to  the  temporary  service — ^but  it  is  the 
absolute  power  of  disposing  of  the  slave  alto- 
gether, tnat  makes  nira  property.  Again, 
sir,  the  owner  of  the  slave  pays  a  tax  on  him, 
as  has  been  before  enforced  in  this  debate; 
and  that  is  the  peculiar  badge  ttf  private  prop- 
erty in  relation  to  Oovemment.  The  slave 
was  property,  sir,  before  this  Crovenunent  waa 
formed — was  such  under  the  laws  of  the  States, 
and  was  so  declared  by  them,  as  he  had  been 
held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  before. 
This  General  Government  found  daves  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  its 

Sower  cannot  impugn  the  right.  It  shall  not 
efine  property  but  must  take  it  as  it  was,  and 
construe  the  constitution,  which  ei^oins  com- 
pensation for  it,  when  taken  for  public  use, 
with  reference  to  what  is  property  in  the 
States.  If  this  Government  takes  daves  for 
the  public  use,  in  any  emergency,  it  can  only 
touch  them  as  the  property  of  the  owner ;  not 
as  citisens,  for  they  are  not  m6h\  and  th^ 
cannot  be  enlisted  as  soldiers,  or  enrolled  in 
the  militia.  They  cannot  be  listed,  beoanse 
they  are  slaves,  and  cannot  contract ;  and  they 
cannot  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  because  the 
fundamental  militia  act  of  1793,  excludes  all 
but  free  white  males.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  do  away  this  right  of  property,  by 
comparing  slaves  with  apprentices;  bnt  they 
are  citizens,  and  participate  in  the  rights  and 
burthens  of  the  Government,  and  are  not  prop- 
erty. The  force  of  this  su^^estion,  however, 
has  been  triumphantly  put  down  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  by  tba  brief  answer,  that 
if  there  were  any  analt^,  it  might  prove  that 
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the  master  of  an  Miprentlee  was  alra  entitled  to 
remoneration  for  his  loss,  bnt  not  that  the  own- 
ers of  Blares  are  not  so  entitled. 

Mr.  SoTHEBUND  Said  he  wonld  advance  his 
ieas(ni8  in  &Tor  of  the  amendment,  making 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  slave,  oconr- 
ling  from  his  working  at  the  entrenchments  at 
Kew  Orleans.  In  the  coarse  of  the  argument, 
tome  gentlemen  had  urged  the  propriety  of 
paying  for  the  time  the  slave  was  in  the  ser- 
vice, bnt  did  not  feel  disposed  to  go  any  further. 
Be  was  willing  to  pay  Uie  loss  the  master  had 
anstained.  ^d  it  was  a  matter  of  no  con- 
seqneoce  to  him,  so  ftr  as  related  to  bis  vote, 
whetiier  the  man  was  impressed,  or  was  vol- 
nntaiily  sent  by  his  master.  To  ^y  the  owner 
for  the  hire  of  Uiis  slave,  was  not,  in  his  tH>inion, 
"  ftill  compensation.^'  He  said  he  wonld  sns- 
tun  the  propric%  of  his  argnment  from  the 
that,  although  a  soldier  receives  his 
monthly  pay,  yet  if  he  should  die  in  the  ser- 
vice, a  pension  Is  allowed  to  his  wife.  This  is 
a  matter  of  reparation.  It  is  intended  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  an  ecpivalent  for  the  loss  of  one's 
■ervioea,  upon  which  the  wife  looked  for  sup- 
port. He  said,  if  ve  apfdied  tills  principle  to 
the  owner  oi  the  dave,  who  has  lost  his  ser- 
viees,  there  can  be  but  little  ^fficulty  in  eomtng 
to  a  oorreot  oonolnrfon  upon  this  supject.  Ana 
that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  by  voting  for  the 
amendment  before  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Etkbsr  said :  In  the  first  place,  in  reply 
to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  "Wood,)  which  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  (Mr.  Litinqbton)  professed  himself 
unable  fuUy  to  answer,  I  would  observe,  that 
it  appears,  from  the  original  papers  of  the  case, 
that  the  slave  impressed  sustained  an  injury 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy;  that  be  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  eye,  and  In  the  left  arm,  deprived 
of  his  eye.  and  permanentir  weakened  in  his 
Hmb ;  so  that  the  iqjur^  suffered  was  the  direct 
and  not  the  oonseqnenttal  effect  of  tlw  impress- 
ment In  answer  to  the  other  demand  of  the 
same  gentleman,  viz:  for  a  measure  of  dam- 
ages, Iwonld  farther  observe,  said  Mr.  E.,  that 
a  tribunal,  which  I  take  to  be  the  usual  one  in 
■noh  cases,  two  or  three  neighbors  had  testified 
that  they  conceived  the  owner  of  the  slave  to 
have  Bufi'ered  an  injury,  to  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  now  claimed.  This  testimony 
may  be  seen  among  the  original  papers  of  the 
ease;  which,  though  too  long  to  be  convenient- 
ly readf  mi^  be  oonsiUted  by  any  gentleman, 
at  the  clerk's  table. 

The  real  merits  of  the  qnestion,  sdd  Mr.  E., 
may,  in  my  opinion,  be  reduced  to  narrower 
limits  than  might  be  supposed,  from  the  wide 
range  of  the  discusdon.  The  claim  arises  under 
that  provision  of  tlie  constitution — the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution — by  which  it  is  gnar- 
anteed  that  "private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  pubho  use,  without  just  compensa- 
tion." Now,  sir,  by  r^eoting  this  amendment, 
we  virtnally  introduce  into  this  provision  of 
the  constitntion,  the  qualification  excepting 
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slaves."  We  make  it  read,  "  nor  sbaD  printa 

property,  excepting  slaves,  be  taken  for  the  pab- 
lic  use,  without  Jurt  compensation."  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say,  without  scruple,  that  if,  at  the 
time  of  discussing  and  adopting  this  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  it  bad  been  propoeed 
to  insert  such  a  quslification  of  it,  it  wonld  have 
been  fatal,  not  merely  to  the  amendment,  but 
to  the  constitution  itself.  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  to  the  candor  and  common  sense  of  evetx 
genUeman  in  the  House,  whether  a  propori- 
tion  going,  in  effect,  to  say,  that  "priT^  P'^'Sl' 
ertj  in  uaves,  might  be  taken  finr  the  pabfie 
use,  without  pnst  compojsation,"  would  hare 
been  entertained  for  a  moment,  "whea  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution  were  ad<^>ted. 

There  is,  I  own,  continued  Mr.  one  view 
of  the  matter,  which  struck  me  with  some  foroe^ 
as  an  objection  to  the  allowance  of  this  claim. 
Admitting  the  principle  that  property  impren- 
ed  into  the  public  service  is  to  be  paid  for,  the 
measure  of  compensation  is  to  be  sought,  in 
what  wonld  have  been  the  terms  of  a  ctmtract, 
had  the  property  been  taken  under  oontract 
witii  the  owner  and  not  impressed.  Now  it 
m^  be  said,  that  no  pawn  Urlnj;  a  dsv«^ 
wtnild  insure  bis  Hlb,  which  we  TirtaaUy  do 
if  we  pi?  thia  claim.  This  ot^ectitm,  however, 
seems  to  me  only  plausible.  Snppoee  tiie 
mayor  of  New  Orleans,  instead  of  impressiiig  a 
slave,  had  come  to  his  owner,  and  proposed  to 
hire  him,  would  not  the  owner,  in  muiiig  his 
terms,  have  said,  "  this  is  no  common  case  ei 
service ;  you  want  the  man,  not  to  work  in  your 
garden  or  plantations,  bnt  on  the  lines,  where  he 
is  to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  from 
morning  to  night.  I  cannot  yield  him  at  the 
usual  rate  of  wages ;  I  must  be  paid  aco(»dh^ 
to  the  pecoliariy  dangerous  nature  of  Uie  ser- 
vice." Such  would  be  the  langoage  of  the 
ownor;  and  the  least  he  wonld  demand  woaH 
be  indemnity  against  the  dam^  actnaiUjr  ana> 
tained ;  on  the  common  principle  of  contracts 
he  ought  to  have  more ;  he  onght  to  be  indon- 
nified  agiunst  the  risk  of  the  total  loss  of  the 
slave.  I  therefore  know  of  no  bettor  measure 
of  the  compensation,  to  which  DAuterive  is 
now  entitled,  than  that  which  is  found  in  tliese 
documents — the  judgment  of  the  Phyridai^— 
the  opinion  of  the  neighbors,  that  a  loss  to  the 
amount  clumed  has  been  sustuned :  for  it  was 
sustained  by  the  direct  efi'ect  of  exposure  to 
danger,  known  to  exist  when  the  man  was  anb- 
jeoted  to  it,  and  against  whudihiaafwiier  wonld 
have  stipulated  in  a  eontoact 

I  cannot  admit,  s^d  "itx.  fliat  the  naftnra 
of  the  right  of  impmsment,  or,  if  yon  l^eass^ 
the  quality  of  the  act  of  impressnent  neces- 
sarily comes  into  discussion  here.  We  are  not 
now  called  to  legalize  (if  I  may  use  that  word) 
the  act,  by  whi^  this  property  was  impressed. 
We  did  that  at  the  last  sesraon  of  Gongress. 
We  paid  DAuterive  for  his  other  pK^>erty, 
taken  at  the  same  time.  On  the  passage  of  the 
bilL  making  appropriation  for  bun,  I  do  not 
find  that  a  div^ton  took  plaoe.  The  yeas  aod 
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nays  do  not  ^>pear  to  have  been  asked.  I  can- 
not find  the  name  of  either  of  my  friends 
from  New  York  (Messrs.  Wood  and  Stobrs)  on 
record  against  the  allowance  made  to  Marigny 
D'Aaterive  last  Winter.  It  is  therefore  not 
now  a  qnestion,  whether  we  shall  adopt  the 
act,  by  which  this  man's  property  was  impress- 
ed into  the  pnhlic  service ;  Ijpt  whether,  having 
pud  him  for  a  part  of  it,  and  with  a  report  from 
the  Oommittee  of  Olauns  in  &vor  of  anothw 
inrt,  ire  diall  r^hse  to  paj  this  remaining  pot- 
tion.  If  we  do  refase,  It  moat  be  on  strong 
gronnds,  applicable  to  this  particolar  part  of 
the  property.  The  preliminary  question  has 
been  settled. 

Mr.  E.  sMd  he  should  not  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  precedenta.  Among  all  which 
had  been  <uted,  there  appeared  to  be  bat  one 
of  an  impressea  slave,  and  that  one  was  not  a 
case  fally  in  point;  because  the  injary  sos- 
tuned,  althongh  probably  the  effect  of  Ihe  ex- 
posure, was  not  certainly  so.  Granting,  how- 
ever, that  it  were  folly  in  pointy  it  would  stall 
make  bat  a  single  precedent  hitherto  prodaoed, 
agiUnst  snoh  an  allowance  as  is  now  asked :  an  in- 
sufficient groond  eertdnly  for  refbsing  to  pay  for 
a  part  of  the  property,  while  you  pay  for  the  rest. 

The  argument  a^inst  this  clum  drawn 
from  the  analogy  with  the  case  of  minors 
and  apprentices,  who  might  die  in  the  military 
service  of  the  country,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  heard 
with  some  pain.  There  seems  to  me  no  resem- 
.  blance,  scarce  a  shadow  of  likeness,  in  the 
cases.  What,  sir,  shall  we  adopt  an  analogy, 
which  ^ould  make  the  free  citizen  of  the 
country,  hecanse  be  lacks  a  year  or  two  of 
the  tenn  of  1^^  minority,  the  [nvperty  of  his 
master!  The  most  t£st  can  be  said  is,  that  his 
master  or  father  has  a  quslifled  property  in  his 
BMrioes ;  and  this  is  balanced  oy  obligataons 
essentially  redaeing  the  valne  of  ^at  property 
in  a  pecnnlary  view.  Besides  this,  the  analogy 
supposes  what  cannot  happen.  The  minor  and 
apprentice  cannot  be  impressed  into  the  service 
of  the  country.  If  they  eater  it  at  all  it  must 
be  after  an  act  has  been  passed  by  the  supreme 
l^slative  autbortty  of  the  country,  emancipat- 
ing the  son  from  the  patria  potestaa,  making 
the  f^preutioe  mi  ^rit,  and  thenceforward 
competent  to  fbrm  with  the  oonntry  the  con- 
tract of  military  aervice.  When  he  has  thus 
entmd  by  eontraot  into  the  militw^  service  tjf 
the  country,  he  is  there  for  himself,  for  his  own 
rights  as  a  citizen.  Ko  doubt  such  a  law  is 
on  invasion  of  the  interest  of  the  ^rant  or 
master,  in  the  minor's  services.  The  law, 
which  has  been  referred  to,  recognized  tliis,  in 
assigning  them  a  part  of  the  bounty  money ; 
bnt  it  is  a  kind  of  interest,  which  if  extended 
to  a  olium  for  an  indemnity  in  money,  for  the 
loss  of  the  life  of  a  free  citizen,  would  be  in  op- 
position to  tiie  spirit  of  all  our  institutions. 

The  case  of  the  slave  impressed  is  totally 
different.  The  analogy  fails  in  the  most  im- 
portant points.  He  does  not  enter  into  the  mil- 
itary aervice  of  the  oonntry  by  contract.  He 
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cimpot  contract.  His  master  has  not  contracted 
for  his  slave.  On  the  contrary,  at  a  moment, 
when,  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
conntiy,  he  is  the  property  of  his  owner,  the 
Government  comes  by  force,  takes  him  aw^, 
and  destroys  him  in  the  public  service.  To 
make  the  case  parallel,  we  must  suppose  an  act 
of  the  Government  emancipating  the  slavea, 
and  enabling  them  to  ennst  in  the  army. 
Would  any  Government  think  of  pwnn^  a  law 
rimply  emancipating  the  alaves  its  oitiiens, 
witumit  making  any  compensatimi  to  their 
owners !  Such  an  act  would  indicate  a  tyranny, 
as  absolute  as  any  that  ever  oppressed  a  people. 
It  had  lately  been  objected,  with  justice^  by 
Lord  Howell  to  the  views  of  those  DMievolent 
persons  in  England,  who  were  contemplating 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  they  looked  too 
much  to  the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  too  tit- 
tle to  the  rights  of  the  master ;  and  that  the 
ideas  of  emancipation  and  compensation  ought 
to  go  hand  and  bond. 

Mr.  AuEN,  of  Massaohnsetts,  said  he  ocmud- 
ered  that  the  right  vt  the  master  in  tiie  slave 
was  founded  solery  in  the  monidpal  law  of  the 
place,  and  he  was  bound  to  respect  the  right, 
as  assured  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  this 
relation  is  recognized,  and  disclaimed  all  right 
to  interfere  with  it  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Government.  The  sulgeot  was  exdosively  with- 
in the  competence  of  the  States  where  slavery 
exists,  and  this  Government  has  no  authority 
or  power  over  it.  Still,  there  was  a  distinction 
between  the  right  of  the  master  in  his  slave, 
and  that  of  the  owner  of  other  subjects  of  prop- 
erty. The  right  of  the  master  rests  solely  m 
the  municipal  law  of  the  place,  and  is  limited 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  If  the  slave, 
therefore,  pass  ont  of  that  jnriadiction,  and  into 
a  Government  which  does  not  recognize  this 
kind  of  property,  the  right  of  the  master  falls, 
there  being  no  law  to  sustain  it.  Not  so  with 
other  property.  This  is  founded  ia  a  principle 
of  universal  law,  and  the  right  of  the  owner 
is  recognized  and  protected  in  every  civilized 
country.  It  was  on  account  of  this  distinction 
that  the  holders  of  daves  thought  an  express 
provision  necessary  in  the  Federd  constitution, 
m  order  that  they  might  reclaim  them  when 
found  in  States  where  the  mnnidpsl  law  does 
not  anthorize  this  kind  of  prq>er^.  If  this 
property  had  rested  on  the  same  foundation  as 
other  property,  no  snoh  provienon  would  have 
been  necessary.  The  owner  might  have  taken 
it  under  the  nniversal  law,  as  he  might  other 
property,  or  might  have  found  redress  in  Uie 
courts  in  the  like  manner.  It  belongs  to  the 
municipal  law  to  settle  relations  between  indi- 
vido^^to  regulate  the  rights  between  private 
men.  The  right  of  the  Government  over  the 
person,  and  to  the  property  of  the  citizen,  per- 
tains to  the  public  law,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  the  law  of  empire. 

Mr.  Hailb  said  he  rose  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  urging^  at  this  lato  hour,  a  decision 
of  the  question,  as  be  was  satisfied,  In  his  own 
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mind,  that  the  opiQion  of  every  gentleman  was 
made  op ;  and  that  there  are  other  and  great 
interests  to  be  consnlted,  that  are  now  delayed 
by  this  protracted  discussion.  He  would  ask 
if  any  gix>d  result  is  expected  to  grow  out  of 
the  discussion  of  matters,  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  have  no  reference  to  it  f  He  re- 
membered that  when  the  memorable  Missouri 

aaestion  was  agitated,  and  discQseed,  with  all 
le  excitement  that  grew  out  of  it,  that  the 
liopea  of  the  davea  ft^  tnoAam  were  strongly 
excited— exdted  in  some  States  even  to  relMl- 
lion,  of  which  melancholy  examples  were  the 
oonseqaenoea.  He  woold  not  say  that  some  of 
the  language  used  and  uttered  in  this  debate 
might  spread  Gxe  same  contagions  infinence 
abroad,  even  to  that  region  of  -  country  in 
whose  peace  and  welfare  he  should  always 
feel  a  lively  interest.  To  avert  a  calamity  like 
this,  was  his  principal  inducement  for  trespass- 
ing on  the  time  of  the  House.  Sir,  the  hopes 
of  the  daves  for  freedom  may  be  inspired  by 
gentlemen,  without  knowing  that  they  only 
add  another  link  to  the  chain  that  fetters  this 
population ;  they  only  add  to  that  qoantum  of 
misery  that  the  people  of  the  Sontn  have  at- 
tempted to  mitigate  by  kindness. 

No  gentleman  has,  be  believed,  pretended  to 
denv  uie  validity,  and  the  sacred  and  unqual- 
ified right  of  the  slave  owner.  This  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  rides.  But,  in  order  to  resist  the 
claim,  ^ntlemen  say,  and  so  do  the  committee, 
that  this  "  species  of  property  "  is  not  a  fit  sub- 

iect  for  indemnity ;  and  that  the  Government 
lave  never  regarded  slaves  as  property.  I  will 
not  oondescend  to  argue  on  such  a  proposition ; 
I  will  not  condescend  to  argue  the  fact,  whether 
slaves  are  property  to  the  master,  or  ever  were 
zcwded  by  the  Government  aa  such.  . 

The  oalj  true  question  seemed  to  blm  to  be, 
whether  the  officer,  under  the  exigencies  of  a 
state  of  war,  may  not  impress  tiie  private  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen  ?  I  place  slaves  on  the  same 
fboting  as  other  property.  Ton  can  make  no 
distinction,  and  all  the  arguments  in  the  world 
oonld  not  weaken  this  position — a  right  con- 
secrated by  the  constitution — protected  and 
defined  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  several 
States.  On  this  question  no  reasonable  man 
can  heritate  for  one  moment  The  right  of  im- 
pressment has  been  admitted  by  this  House  for 
many  years,  in  the  payment  of  various  claims 
of  individuals  for  property  impressed.  Will 
we  stop  to  inquire  into  the  motives  that  op- 
erated on  the  ndud  ot  a  military  eominander, 
invested  and  clothed  with  all  that  power  that 
springs  fivm  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm,  that 
power  that  originates  from  necessity,  that  knows 
no  law — will  we  stop  to  ask,  at  such  a  moment 
of  danger  as  that,  whether  the  impressment  of 
property  for  the  public  service,  to  contribute 
to  the  generd  g<K)d,  was  Jnstifiable  or  nott 
What  I  when  that  city,  which  is  the  key  of  all 
our  western  States — I  might  say  of  this  empire 
— was  at  stake,  threatened  with  the  most  terri- 
ble evils  from  an  invading  foe,  was  it  an  hour 
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to  cavil  about  lawt  Keoesril7  dictated  km 
for  that  occasion,  and  the  resnlt  conrlneed  tba 
world,  that  the  means  employed  wen  1kiiih<- 
able. 

Sir,  said  Kr.  H.,  I  will  not  go  home  u>d  teD 
my  constituents  that  I  denned  their  ri^ts  of 
property  so  precarious  as  to  justiiy  me  in  thdr 
defence.  I  would^as  soon  discuss  a  qnestioD, 
whether  the  wool  which  grows  on  the  shetpof 
our  northern  brethren  (about  which  we  am 
lately  heard  so  mudi,  and  shall  soon  hear  am) 
belongs  to  the  &nner  who  rears  it.  This  ri^ 
of  property  is  sacred  In  every  State,  ItonuHt 
be  tonohed  by  this  Honse — it  cannot  be  resdied 
in  its  legislative  capacity.  It  is  beyond  the 
jurisdiction,  not  only  of  Congress,  but  of  the 
Federal  Government.  It  is  a  soWect  ezdosin- 
iy  of  municipal  relation— and  if  the  State  d 
Loaisiana  declares  that  slaves  are  prc^it;,  tliii 
House  must  recognize  them  as  sucn.  If  a  Fed- 
eral officer  has  seized  upon  the  property  fcr 
public  use,  the  owner  can  demand  conpcB- 
sation,  nnder  that  clause  of  the  constitatiai 
which  says,  "private  property  shall  not  be  tika 
for  public  Qse,  without  just  oompensatirat," 

Battbdat,  Jannary  19. 
Death  <tf  Oeo.  Holtomhe^  E»q. 
As  soon  aa  the  Journal  of  yesterday  WM 
read, 

Mr.  Swan,  of  New  Jersey,  rose,  and  addrw- 
ed  the  House,  to  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  baa  become  my  painlul  doQ 
to  announce  to  the  House  melanclKrij  is- 
telligfflice  of  tiie  death  of  Gbobqs  Tlauxtga, 
late  a  Representative  flrom  Kew  Jersey. 

To  the  members  of  this  House,  and  enieciillr 
those  who  have  had  the  ssdisfisotion  of  a  per- 
sonal acqnaintance  with  the  deceased,  no  wlo- 
gium  can  be  necessary  from  me. 

Exhausted  by  the  pressure  of  a  protracted 
but  unyielding  disease,  he  sunk  into  the  os- 
braoe  of  death,  wi  the  moraing  of  the  l^is- 
stent. 

To  his  family,  sir,  the  loss  is  irreparable— 
the  affectionate  husband  and  the  kind  psreot 
is  no  more. 

Kr.  S.  then  moved  the  following: 

StMlved,  That  the  members  of  tbe  Hoom  d 
Reprcsentatires,  from  a  siacere  desire  of  abovins 
every  mark  of  respect  dne  to  the  menory  of  dt 
Hoa.  Gkoboe  Holcohbb,  late  a  member  tbeKoC 
will  go  into  mourniag  one  month,  by  tbe  nn*l 
mode  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Setolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  thia  House  be  iir 
reeled  to  notify  the  Executive  of  New  Jersey  of  (ke 
vacancy  ia  tbe  representation  of  that  State,  by  tk 
death  of  Georoi;  Holcoube. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  ad<^ted; 
And  tbe  House,  thereupon,  a^onnied. 

TcxsDAT,  Jannary  2S. 
KetrenehtMHt. 
Mr.  CmtTOV  moved  the  fi^knriiig  niob^ 

tions: 
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1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedent  to  discharge 
tbe  Natlooat  debt,  without  unavoidable  delay ;  to 
accompUah  which  desirable  object,  a  reaort  to 
a  general  system  of  retrenchment  is  necessarj. 
This,  It  is  coQcelTad,  can  only  be  effected  by 

first.  A  jntUdooB  redaction  of  the  nambera  of 
officers  receiring  salaries  or  pay  from  the  General 
Gorernment,  and  of  the  saluies  of  such  as  are  ne- 
cesmrily  retained  in  public  service :  avoiding,  in 
each  instance,  the  adoption  of  any  measure  which 
vould  be  imKranpatibte  with  our  national  dignity. 

Seeood.  By  aToIdiw  each  and  every  appropriap 
Hon  or  ezpendltnre  of  public  money  which  1b  not 
imperiously  demanded  by  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
or  the  ne^ssities  of  the  Government,  with  a  view 
to  its  effident  operation  in  a  s[urit  of  rcpubUcan 
dmidicity  and  ecooomv. 

2.  JUiolved,  That  the  matters  and  things  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  resolution  be  refbrred  to 
the  Committee  of  ways  and  Means,  with  instmc- 
tiona  to  report  to  tlus  House  what  offices,  in  their 
o^ion,  may  be  most  advantageously  discontinued, 
what  salaries  will  reasonably  bear  reduction,  and 
such  other  means  of  retrenchment  as  to  them  may 
seem  necessary. 

Ur.  HoDuTFiK  (Obainnan  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means)  said  that  he  should  be 
glad  to  hear  some  Bpecifications  of  the  objects 
to  which  the  mover  of  the  resolationa  wished 
to  direct  the  committee's  attention.  He  should 
be  sorry  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
should  be  obliged  to  revise  the  whole  system 
of  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Civil 
Department,  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The 
abstract  propositions  in  the  resolution  were 
oertdnlyjust  It  was  very  de^able  that  the 
unneoessary  expense  of  Government  should  be 
rednced ;  that  the  public  debt  should  be  paid ; 
and  that  economy  in  the  public  expenditures 
sbonld  be  promoted.  But  really,  as  the 
resolution  now  stood,  he  would  feel  at  a 
loss  where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end.  If 
the  honorable  gentleman  wished  to  diminish 
the  number  of  military  officers,  he  ought  to 
have  directed  an  inquiry  by  the  Committee 
on  ITilitary  Aflfaira.  If  he  was  desirous  of  re- 
ducing the  number  of  officers  in  the  Navy, 
or  r^er,  of  preventing  their  unnecessary  in- 
crease, the  resolntdon  ought  to  hare  been  sent 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  bnt  it  did 
not  appertain  to  the  Oonnaittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  say,  whether  the  several  branches  of 
the  public  establishments  were,  or  were  not^ 
too  large. 

Mr.  Chilton,  in  reply  to  iSx.  MoDuffib'b 
inquiry,  and  in  support  and  explanation  of  his 

Sroposition,  rose,  uid  addressed  the  House  as 
)Uow8: 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  resolutions  which  I  have 
just  had  the  honor  to  submit,  contemplate,  in 
the  first  place,  the  establishment  of  one  grand 
national  truth — a  trutii,  indeed,  of  axiomatic 
character,  to  wit :  that  a  national  debt  is  a  na- 
ticnul  onrse,  and  sboold.  heooe,  be  Hqtiidated, 
and  dischai^ed  with  all  convenient  despatch. 
This  doctrine  is,  indeed,  not  only  unlike,  bnt 
the  nverBO  ai  uat  wluoh  has  bem  again  and 


agun  contended  fot  by  some  members  of  this 
community;  and  which,  to  some  extent,  it 
would  seem,  has  received  our  sanction,  by  our 
conduct;  but  experience,  the  most  tnisty  of 
all  monitors,  has  at  last  exploded  the  heresy, 
and  the  American  people  begin  to  took  with 
fond  concern  to  that  shrine,  npop  which  they 
will  be  aUe  to  proclaim  themselves  poUUcaUy, 
civilly,  reUgionNy,  and  morally  free. 

The  remainder  of  my  proposition  divides 
itself  into  three  parts.  The  two  first  are  mere 
specifloations  under  the  general  maxim,  first 
attempted  to  be  established,  and  designed  to 
dc^goate  the  means  by  which  its  object  can  be 
accomplished.  The  third  relates  merely  to  the 
committee  of  this  Honse  to  which  the  whole 
snbject-matter  should  be  referred.  To  each  of 
these  considerations  I  shal]  attend ;  but,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  constrained,  by  a  remark  which 
feil  from  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  McDdpfie,)  to  invert,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  order  in  which  I  should  have  consid- 
ered thrai,  and  first  to  n>eak  ol  Uie  committee 
to  which  tbe  reference  should  be  made. 

Sir,  I  am  conscious  that,  as  a  young  man, 
and  a  new  member  of  this  honorable  body,  to 
its  lenity  alone  I  shall  be  mdebted  for  the  do* 
votion  of  a  few  moments  of  its  time  to  a  view 
of  this  subject,  which,,  when  submitted  by  me, 
must  stand  or  fall  upon  its  intrinsio  merits  or 
demerits.  A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that, 
in  submitting  a  resolution  of  this  character,  I 
should  specifically  name  the  officers  whose  ser- 
vices I  would  dispense  with,  the  salaries  I 
would  reduce,  and  the  expenses  I  would  onr- 
ieil.  All  this  would  I  do :  and  more  if  in  my 
power.  But,  sir,  if  I  were  able  to  do  thi^~ 
the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  reference  at 
all,  would  be  altogether  superseded.  I  could 
then  move  on  wim  a  bill,  directly  embracing 
my  views — buL  in  the  present  case,  I  am  situ- 
ated as  is  the  physician,  who  knows  his  patient 
to  be  diseased — ^yet  knows  not  where  the  dis- 
ease is  loofl^fid,  nor  the  reoiedy  which  will 
heal  it. 

Mr.  Speaker :  In  relation  to  that  part  of  my 
resolution  which  supposes  the  existence  of  a 
greater  number  oi  <Hmoers,  who  are  receiving 
pay  or  salaries  from,  the  Government,  than  are 
necessary  to  attend  to  its  concerns,  I  am  guided 
and  inflnenced  by  the  long  list  which  is  annu- 
ally presented  to  this  House.  I  am  farther  inr 
finenced  in  the  formation  of  my  opinion,  by 
infonnation  received  from  various  souroea,  en* 
.titled  to  my  confidence  and  to  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  that  there  are  many  dnecures  in 
office ;  men,  sir,  who,  to  give  the  pliun  English 
of  the  matter,  ore  feasting  and  fattening  upon 
the  Treasuiy :  rendering,  in  the  mean  time,  no 
services,  nor,  indeed,  having  any  to  render  to 
the  country.  If  gentlemen  seek  for  specifica- 
tions under  this  general  remark,  (as  it  may  be 
con^ered,)  I  would  observe,  that  I  am  in- 
formed our  Kavy  list  ia  crowded;  that,  at 
West  FfHUt,  neilums,  from  thir^  to  fifty  oadeti 
luTe  been  ecmoated  at  tbe  ej^ense  of  tbe  Got- 
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enunent  who  are  wholly  destltnte  of  employ- 
ment ;  tnat  a  fifth  auditor  was  appointed  for  a 
time  which  has  of  coarse  passed  away,  and  un- 
der circumstances  which  exist  no  more,  nor 
longer  require  his  intervention  or  aid ;  and, 
indeed,  that,  in  most  of  the  public  offices,  more 
clerks  are  employed  than  are  necessary  to 
transact  the  businesB  of  them  respectively — 
some  receiving  pay  from  public  appropriations ; 
others  from  the  "  Contingent Fund.  If, 
upon  Hiese  sal^ects,  I  am  correctly  informed,  I 
cannot  hedtate  to  say,  that  reform  or  rain  will 
constitnte  with  ns  the  closing  scene. 

It,  in  the  next  place,  becomes  my  duty  to 
allude,  at  least,  to  salaries  which,  in  my  pin- 
ion, would  reasonably  bear  redaction.  Bure, 
sir,  though,  I  hope,  with  honest  moHves,  I  am 
situated  differently  from  some  of  my  friends 
Upon  this  floor.  They  insist  that  they  know 
not  where  to  seek  a  beginning  point^  nor  in 
what  region  to  look  for  a  salary  upon  which  to 
Ooromence  the  work  or  operation  of  reduction. 
ly  on  the  one  hand,  know  not  what  part  of  the 
body  politic  is  most  infected,  and  demands  the 
most  roeedy  remedy.  If,  however,  sir,  I  am 
oconpeUed  to  particalerisa,  I  present  tiie  long 
list  of  salaries  as  fit  subjects  for  amputation. 
Amongst  the  rest,  I  must  not  n^Iect  to  bestow 
a  more  specific,  though  a  passing  notice,  upon 
the  pay  received  by  members  of  Congress,  who 
are  sitting  here  at  their  ease,  receiving  eight 
dollars  per  day  for  their  services,  and  eight  dol- 
lars for  each  twenty  miles  travelled,  in  reach- 
ing and  returning  from  the  seat  of  the  General 
Government.  This,  sir,  is  the  last  modification 
of  the  ever-memorable  "  Compensation  Law." 
Frerions  to  the  passage  of  that  act,  members 
ot  Congress  reoeivedLfor  tiieir  services,  only 
fix  AoUaxa  per  iaj.  we  had  then  councils  as 
wise  and  dignified  as  at  present ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  we  should  again  see  our  Legislative 
Halls  filled  with  honorable  and  intelligent  men, 
if  the  compensation  were  reduced.  A  reason, 
and  a  strong  one  too— for  this  reduction,  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  our  country  is  oppressed, 
and  that  the  fmits  of  domestic  industry,  in- 
etead  of  price,  command  a  mere  pittance ;  not 
half  so  much  as  when  a^irants  for  seats  in 
Congress  filled  the  ranks,  as  mere  volunteers, 
witiiout  the  formalities  of  a  draH:. 

The  only  remaining  branches  of  this  subject 
which  I  am  bound  to  notice,  relate  to  the  im- 
portance of  amding  mmecessary  expenditures 
of  public  money,  for  our  own  accommodation, 
and  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  ezer- 
<»se  of  caution  and  prudence,  in  making  ap- 
propriations to  meet  the  claims  of  others.  If 
it  be  demanded  of  me  to  know,  what  departure 
from  the  rules  of  republican  simplicity  and 
economy  I  have  witnessed  here,  and  which  I 
conceive  to  fall  subject  to  the  first  of  my  two 
last  divisions,  by  way  of  answer  I  can  only  re- 
quest yon,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  cast  your  eyes 
around  this  spacious  Hall,  each  morning,  upon 
entering  it— see  upwards  of  200  tables  piled 
with  printed  documents — private  or  local  mat- 
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ters — interesting,  perhaps,  only  to  one  soHtary 
individoal  in  the  whole  Union — a  string  of  affi- 
davits, certificates,  letters,  or  depositions!,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  as  long  as  the  Hcml 
Law ;  yet  all  must  be  printed  I  This  matter, 
which  gentlemen  may  con^der  unimportaia, 
is,  to  my  mind,  a  crying  evil.  Uembera  from 
the  Eas^  and  North,  and  South,  may,  from  the 
circumstance  of  their  having  been  rocked  a 
cradles  of  luxury  and  ease,  think  H  a  aotH 
matter  to  expend  small  sums  of  public  money. 
But,  sir,  the  Western  people,  particularly  that 
portion  of  them  whom  I  represent,  have,  npoo 
the  subject,  but  one  voice ;  it  is,  so  fiar  as  I  un- 
derstand i^  that  which  I  have  nwken.  They 
have  Uberall^  contributed  to  the  enpport  ai 
your  Government  in  peace — they  have  nobly 
defended  it  in  war — and  are,  therefore,  entitled 
to  their  weight  npon  this  floor.  I'  say,  in  their 
name,  that  we  are  gliding  imperceptibly  down 
the  smooth  and  deceptive  current  of  extrava- 
gance and  prodigality,  and  steering,  without  a 
change  of  course,  directly  to  the  port  of  Na- 
tional Bankruptcy  and  ruin.  This  argmncnt, 
sir,  gentlemen  may  attempt  to  answer,  by  in- 
sisting ^t  my  picture  is  too  gloomy — that  we 
are  pr(wperotts--that  universal  peace  prevail— 
that  onr  nation  is  poweifrd — and  that,  there- 
fore, we  may  indulge,  to  some  extent,  in  extrav- 
agance. Permit  me,  sir,  to  su^^est,  that  indos- 
try  and  frugality,  not  indolence  and  prodigahiy, 
are  the  legitimate  parents  of  national  prosper- 
ity ;  and  that  financial  ability  preserves  peace 
— and  that  the  worst  of  all  independent  condi- 
tions, in  either  peace  or  war,  is  that  in  which 
a  nation  is  placed,  "  having  nothing  to  d^cnd 
upon." 


Weditesdat,  January  28. 
Setrenekmmt. 
The  House  resnmed  the  connderation  ot  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Chiltos,  yesterday. 

Ht.  Babnst  desired  not  to  be  considered  at 
wanting  in  courtesy  to  the  honorable  member 
from  Kentucky,  when  rinug  in  oppoEition  to 
the  reference  of  the  resolutions  to  me  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  inasmuch  as  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  had  expressed  his  un- 
willingness that  they  should  be  thus  referred, 
and  their  merits  could  be  tested  by  the  discos- 
don  which  would  be  thus  didted. 

The  printing  for  this  House  is  the  first  item 
in  the  list  of  extravi^ances.  I  grant  ycm,  rir, 
that  it  does  involve  a  large  expenditure;  bat 
how  is  it  to  be  corrected?  How  r^nlatedl 
Shall  a  purveyor  of  public  printing  be  em- 
ployed, especially  charged  with  the  duty  of 
designating  what  shall  and  what  shall  not  be 
consigned  to  the  press  ?  Tlie  task  would  be  as 
invidious  as  it  would  become  irksome  and  aido- 
ous,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  disappoint- 
ment nnd  dissatisfaction.  Sir,  I  hesitate  not  to 
say  that  every  printed  document  submitted  to 
this  House,  voluminous  as  they  are,  are  inter- 
estang  to,  and  read  by,  8<Hne  of  its  member^ 
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and  manj  of  their  constitaeats.  Thej  are  in- 
diq)eD8&ble  to  a  general  and  correct  knowledge 
of  each  partionlar  case. 

It  is  contended  that  the  salaries  ^onld  be 
redoeed.  Whenever  Oongress  ia  aatisfied  that 
more  is  allowed  than  ia  saffioient  fbr  a  mere 
subsistence,  then  saoh  a  pr<n)omtion  maj  find 
favor.  If  the  Government  aeaire  tiie  services 
of  futhfal  and  intelligent  men,  they  can  only 
obtain  them  by  allowmg  Bach  compensation  as- 
will  enable  them  to  live  free  from  the  appre- 
hension that  the  wants  of  to-morrow  may  be 
miprovided  for.  'While  griping  pennry  stores 
them  in  the  fiice,  and  a  helpless  family  are  dee- 
titate  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  the  en- 
eigtea  of  neither  mind  nor  body  can  be  devoted 
to  the  public  weaL  A  cursory  glance  at  the 
(Rations  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  will  satisfy  the 
gentleman  that  the  pnblio  debt  is  amply  pro- 
vided for.  Probably,  befbre  he  retires  from 
pnbUo  life,  and  eert^nly  before  the  expiration 
of  another  Presidential  term,  it  will  not  exist 
even  in  name. 

Thirty  or  forty  ofBoers  are  supposed  to  be  at 
this  time  unemployed  at  the  Hihtary  Academy 
at  West  Point  The  bill  fh>m  -the  Milittuy 
Oommittee,  now  on  our  tables,  authorizing  the 
^)pointment  of  additional  professors,  does  not 
sanction  this  idea.  Having  recently  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  acqn^ted 
with  this  valuable  institution  in  all  Its  detfdls, 
I  can  safely  affirm  that  thwe  are  neither  snper- 
nnmerariea  nor  idlers  connected  with  it  Pre- 
senting a  most  Interesting  spectacle  oi  strict 
order,  and  high  state  of  discipline ;  every  duty, 
whether  of  the  soldier  or  the  student,  is  per- 
formed at  its  appointed  time,  without  the  least 
coafbsion,  and  every  hour,  from  reveille  to 
tatoo,  has  its  appropriate  employments.  Ko 
American  can  view  snch  a  scene  without  strong 
emotions  of  pride  and  gratification — he  beholds 
the  germ  of  future  greatness  to  his  country ; 
for  those  whose  capacity  and  diligence  enable 
them  to  attain  the  proud  eminence  to  which 
they  all  aspire — present  themselves  to  the 
world  the  ad<^tea  children  of  th^r  oount^, 
qoalifled  to  he  nseftd  in  aur  utnation  in  lin. 
either  oivil  or  military.  TbA  impartial  and 
equal  administration  of  justice  is  one  of  the 
hrightest  attributes  in  its  republican  character; 
for,  while  the  son  of  a  sergeant  has  received  its 
highest  honors,  the  descendants  irS  Governors, 
members  of  Congress,  and  other  prominent 
men,  are  sent  home  with  a  diploma  of  inca- 
pacity. 

And  now,  sir,  last,  not  least,  I  come  to  our 
noble  selves.  Our  compensation,  surely  not 
greater  than  our  deserts,  must  be  reduced.  I 
can  approach  this  subject  with  a  clear  con- 
science, and  hold  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  a 
pure  and  spotless  right  hand,  when  declaring, 
that,  during  many  years  a  pnblio  servant,  not 
one  dollar  of  the  people^s  money  has  enriched 
my  private  coffers.  The  average  pay  of  a 
member  of  Congress  is  about  $1,100  a  year, 
out  of  which  must  be  defrayed  all  expenses 


[ELovlt 

here  and  elsewhere.  In  the  Western  and 
Southern  States,  the  people  require  to  know 
personally  the  candidate  who  afKS  their  confi- 
dence :  hence  it  becomes  his  dnty  to  make  a 
tour  wroagh  his  District;  and,  for  at  least 
three  months  previons  to  an  election,  he  is  em- 
ployed in  riding  his  circuit,  cultivating  their 
good  will ;  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
recreation :  bo  iadnstrionaly  have  I  pursued  it, 
that  there  are  but  few  persons  to  whom  X  am 
unknown ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  a  good  old 
horse,  who  has  accompanied  me  in  two  cam- 
paigns, would,  if  a  saddle-bag  was  fixed  on  his 
back,  and  the  whip  occasionally  applied,  pre- 
sent himself  in  regular  succession,  at  every 
fanner's  door  in  Baltimore  Connty.  In  a  large 
double  district,  the  cost  of  about  100,000  tick- 
ets forma  a  oonsiderable  item  of  expense ;  from 
which  it  is  indiqtensable  that  seven  or  ^ht 
thonsand  votes  should  find  thdr  way  Into  the 
ballot  boxes  to  aeonre  a  seat  hers:  a  laige 
allowance  must  be  made  for  wear  and  tear,  for 
many  are  literally  torn  up.  The  benign  spirit 
of  universal  relipona  toleration  prevails  through- 
oat  this  happy  land,  and  numerous  temples  of 
worship  to  the  Great  Supreme,  rearing  their 
modest  heads,  even  in  the  wilderness,  pro- 
claims the  increase  of  piety  and  religion.  To 
these,  contributions  are  liberally  made;  for 
charity,  like  mercy,  oovereth  a  multitude  of 
sins,  and  the  Lord  loves  a  cheerful  giver. 
Thos.  the  people's  money  is  returned  to  the 
people;  and  as  pecuniary  emdament  never  en- 
tered into  my  con^eration  when  seeking  the 
honor  of  a  aUt  in  this  House,  I  have  not  de- 
sired to  enrich  myself  by  compensation.  And 
there  are  many  membera,  livit^  more  remote 
than  myself^  whose  happiness  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  their  domestic  circle,  who  are  in- 
duced to  assent  to  a  separation  from  their 
famiUes,  and  expend  here  thousands  more  than 
they  receive.  Once  convinced  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  do  require  that  our  per  diem 
be  reduced,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  go  Ceuiiher 
than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky— will  vote  for  R  bill  which  shall  de- 
prive us  of  all  compensation,  from  this  day  to 
the  expiration  <^  my  term ;  hat  will  never  ^ve 
my  assrat  to  a  resolution  pronouncing  sentence 
of  condemnation,  until  proof  shall  m  adduced 
that  prodigality  and  extravagance  have  existed 
in  our  Bepublic. 

Mr.  Kkbicbb  stdd,  that  it  had  been  with  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  heard  this  resolution 
when  it  was  first  offered.  He  had  rcgoiced 
that  at  length  a  member  had  risen  in  his  place, 
and,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  had  presented  such 
a  resolution.  He  had  himself,  for  three  years 
past,  urged  it  upon  those  who  were  better 
qualified  than  himself  for  the  task,  to  bring 
forward  such  a  propositi^.  It  waa  with  no 
small  surprise,  he  said,  that  he  heard  this 
proposition  now  assailed.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion 7  The  whole  ftnoonnt  of  it  might  be  con- 
tained in  tiie  compasB  of  a  unt^bdL  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueana  are^  1^  tUa 
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resolatloD,  oiJled  to  inqaire  urbether  a  re- 
trenchment  may  not  be  mode  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  this  Government,  without  detriment 
to  the  public  good.  If  they  inquire  and  report 
to  the '  House  that  no  retrenchment  can  be 
made,  be  it  so.  But  the  impression  has  gone 
abroad,  that  we  old-fashioned  BepntdicoDS  are 
getting  corrupt,  and  are  eztraTagant.  I  want 
to  know  whether  ai^  evil  can  result  frtmi 
wderim^^  such  ftn  inqniry  as  this)  Who  are 
we  f  we  are  but  men ;  and  the  most  exalted 
of  oor  specieB  are  stamped  with  imperfection 
and  frailty.  It  is  well  known  that  unlawiiil 
longings  too  ft^qnently  mark  the  character  of 
men  in  power.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  the 
public  expenses  may  be  too  great,  when  they 
look  at  tne  march  of  private  extravaganoe  1 
When  they  consider  the  evils  that  are  exhibited 
in  these  ten  miles  sqnare  ?  I  feel  regret  tltat 
such  an  example  should  be  set  at  the  seat  of 
Government.  If  it  were  confined  to  the  ten 
miles  square^  he  should  not  so  much  regret  it, 
but  the  force  of  example,  in  this  Beprasenta- 
tive  Bepublic,  was  most  pernicious.  Hembers 
of  this  House  witness  continually  the  extrava- 
gance which  is  engendered  here — they  insensi- 
bly imbibe  it,  and  carry  it  home  to  their  own 
neighborhoods,  A  Bepublican  Government 
may  be  safe,  so  long  as  its  main  stream  iii  kept 
in  purity.  Bat  when  the  main  stream  is  cor- 
rupted, (dl  the  tributary  streams  partake  of  its 
poliution,  till  at  length  it  spreads  like  an  incu- 
bus over  the  whole  land.  We  are  told  that  the 
salaries  of  oar  public  officers  are  not  too  hish. 
I  wish  to  see  them  reduc^,  and  I  want  that 
the  officers  themselTes  shonld  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  their  dotr  within  their  offices.  I  don't 
want  to  ftamlsh  them  with  cash  to  travel 
through  the  land  and  make  dinner  speeches.  I 
would  give  them  what  is  ihir  and  reasonable, 
but  would  encourage  no  extravagance.  I,  for 
one,  trast  that  the  resolution  will  at  least  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that 
we  shall  have  the  report  of  that  committee  as 
to  what  officers  can  have  their  saliu'ies  cur- 
twled ;  and  then,  I  trust  that  there  will  be  vir- 
tue and  firmness  enough  in  the  House  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  all  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  BcoHARAN  said  he  could  not  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Babzist,)  that  no  necessity  for  reform  ex- 
isted at  the  present  time.  On  tlie  contrary,  I 
believe  it  is  necessary  that  all  the  public  ex- 
penditures should  be  subjected  to  a  most  ri^d 
examination.  That  abuses  do  exist,  which 
ought  to  be  remedied,  I  do  not  entertain  a  par- 
ticle of  doubt.  Whilst  tliis  is  my  deliberate 
conviction,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Bakdoiph,)  that  this 
is  not  the  proper  period  for  reform.  Our  duty 
at  present,  is,  to  transact  the  necessary  public 
business  c£  the  country,  and  to  go  home  as 
soon  as  we  can.  I  will  say,  however,  to  the 
gentl^nan  from  Kentucky,  ^r,  Cnii.TON,)  that 
whoever  shall  undertake  the  work  of  reform, 
eannot  aowm^Ush  his  purpose  by  andh  a  reso- 


lotion  as  that  now  before  the  House.  He  most 
go  to  work  systematically.  He  mnst  patiently 
and  laboriously  ferret  out  one  abuse  after  thi 
other,  himself,  instead  of  imponog  that  Itbor 
upon  otliers.  Such  a  task  cannot  be  pcrfanned 
by  referring  a  general — an  unlimited  and  bii^ 
fined  lesolntion,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  utd 
Means  at  this  period,  when,  I  trust,  half  the 
sesnon  has  elapsed.  I  should  not  have  rim, 
up<m  the  present  occanon,  to  aay  cne  vwd,  u 
I  not  believe  that  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  imperiously  de- 
mands of  me  to  make  an  explaimtion  ttf  the 
duties  which  that  officer  performfi.  The  gatr 
Ueman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Chiltos)  nercr 
could  have  investigated  the  subject,  what  he 
informed  the  House,  that  office  nad  be«i  ofr 
ated  for  purposes  which  no  longer  exist.  Thii 
office  was  created  in  March,  1817.  Its  diitia 
originally  consisted  in  auditing  and  settling  aS 
the  accounts  connected  with  the  Dcjnrtmentof 
State.  These  duties  embraced  all  the  aceuoDti 
relating  to  onr  intercourse  with  foreign  natiuu 
Since  uiis  office  was  created,  those  duties  nntt 
have  been  doubled.  The  indepeodnice 
South  America  has  since  ^ven  birth  to  a  oev 
Bwann  of  Foreign  Ministers,  Diplomatic  Agen^ 
and  Consols  along  the  shores  both  of  the  sosilh 
ern  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  ftoooonli 
must  all  be  audited  by  this  officer. 

The  same  observation  is  applicable  to  the 
accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Thii 
officer  is  the  auditor  of  all  the  accounts  ol  iH 
the  postmasters,  and  all  the  mail  contncton, 
in  the  United  States.  The  new  energy  infised 
into  this  Department,  by  the.  noeUent  offiw 
now  at  its  head,*  has  greatly  extended  the  du- 
ties ^  tiie  Fifth  Auditor.  Thi&  however,  ■ 
&r  ft-om  being  the  aggregate  of  his  serrim 
He  has  been  made  a  kind  of  residuary  legat«t^ 
of  all  the  duties  which  other  officers  5  tb« 
Oovffliunent  could  not  conveniently  perfom. 
When  the  office  of  Oommiasinner  of  toe  Bcve- 
nue  was  abolished,  in  1819,  the  Fifth  Auditor 
was  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office.  Al- 
though, rince  that  time,  there  have  heea  no  in- 
ternal taxes  to  collect, .  yet  those  gentlanen  who 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  wind  up  an  old  con- 
cern, will  readily  believe  that  the  dnties  im- 
posed upon  this  officer  have  been  neariy  « 
arduous  as  they  would  have  been,  had  intenul 
taxation  continued.  This  branch  of  hb  ba»- 
ness  has  entailed  upon  him  an  extensive  eonv- 
spondenoe  with  all  the  collectors  in  the  United 
States,  who  have  not  finally  closed  their  x- 
counts — and  the  number  of  sooh,  even  at  thia 
day,  is  not  smalL  But  the  most  extraordinaiy 
of  all  the  duties  which  has  been  imposed  upon 
this  officer,  is  that  which  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  devcdved  upon  him  in  1821. 
Although  never  bred  to  the  laws,  yet  be  was 
appc^tod  to  discha^  dnties  which  strictly 
and  properly  belong  to  the  cSLet  of  AttonMy 
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General  of  the  United  States.  Ever  siDce  that 
time,  he  haa  Erected  and  saperintended  all  the 
lawsuits  throQghoat  the  Union,  in  which  the 
Government  have  been  concerned ;  and,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  United  States  have  up- 
wards of  three  thousand  lawsuits  depending. 

To  show  the  extent  and  tiie  arduous  natare 
of  this  duty,  I  would  remark,  that  the  then 
Secretary  m  the  Trearary,  who  was  never  sus- 
pected of  a  want  of  proper  economy — an 
officer,  upon  the  parity  and  wtodom  of  whose 
official  conduct  the  people  of  tiiis  country  have 
passed,  and  who  is  now  revered  in  his  retire- 
ment by  every  patriot,  recommended  that  a 
person  should  be  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  attending  to  these  anita,  with  a  salary  of 
$2,500  per  annmn. 

If,  therefore,  there  be  any  <Hie  officer  in  this 
Government,  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky ought  not  to  have  designated  as  useless, 
that  officer  is  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  am  just  now  reminded  by  gentlemen 
around  me,  that  this  officer,  in  addition  to'other 
burdens  imposed  upon  him,  has  the  charge  ct 
an  the  light-bouses  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  a  word  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Babnbt)  before  I  take  my  seat, 
I  am  prepared  at  this  time,  and  at  all  times,  to 
act  upon  the  subject  of  reducing  our  own  jiay. 
In  relation  to  this  question,  I  formed  a  deliber- 
ate opinion  six  yeors  ago,  whicli  my  experience 
over  since  has  served  to  strengthen  and  con- 
firm, that  the  per  diem  allowance  of  members 
of  Congress  ought  to  be  reduced.  As  a  com- 
|>en3ation  for  oar  loss  of  time,  it  is  at  present 
wholly  inadequate.  There  is  no  gentleman  fit  to 
be  in  Congress,  who  pnrsnes  any  active  bun- 
ness  at  home,  who  does  not  Hostiun  a  dear  loss 
by  his  attendance  here.  If  we  consider  onr 
pay,  wil^  reference  to  oar  necessary  indindoal 
expenses,  it  is  too  much.  It  is  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  cover  our  expenses.  I  believe  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  require  that  it 
shoold  be  reduced  to  a  sum  no  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  live  comfortably  whilst 
we  are  here.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Babxbt,) 
give  away  to  my  constituents  my  per  diem 
allowance.  I  receive  it,  and  use  it  for  my  own 
benefit.  It  seems  that  sentleman  uses  the  sur- 
plus of  his  pay,  in  displaying  his  liberidity 
to  his  eonsdtaents;  by  m^ng  donations  to 
dhnrches  and  charitable  institations  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  In  this  manner  he  may  use  it 
most  efiEbotoally  for  his  own  advantage;  but 
fltill  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  his  constituents, 
as  well  as  mine,  would  be  quite  as  well  satis- 
fied, if  the  surplus  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  If 
the  Government  of  this  coantry  should  ever 
want  to  employ  almoners  to  distribute  their 
bounty,  the  last  men  whom  the  people  should 
desire  to  employ  in  this  office,  would  be  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  It  might  be  dangerous  to 
trast  them  with  the  penormanoe  of  aneh  a 
duty. 


[H.  or  B. 

I  Mr.  UcBirFFiB,  Chairmah  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  retrenchment,  as  a  member  <A 
that  committee,  he  felt  wholly  incompetent  to 
express  any  definite  opinion,  bnt  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  that,  if  he 
desired  to  efiisct  any  really  beneficial  object  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  the  proper  course  would 
be  to  introduce  a  series  of  resolutions  spj^ying 
systematical^  to  tbe  various  retrenohmento  he 
wished  to  effect)  and  have  than  refaraed  to  the 
appropriate  commltteee.  The  Oommittee  ci 
Ways  and  Means  were  already  encumbered 
with  basinese,  and  it  would  be  out  of  the  qaea- 
tion  for  them  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to 
such  an  inquiry,  which,  indee^  he  did  not  con- 
sider as  ^ipropriate  to  that  committee.  Should 
the  resolution  pass  in  itspresent  form,  it  would 
send  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery,  without  chart  or  compass. 
It  was  out  of  the  question  to  expect  that  that 
committee  are  to  go  severally  to  the  different 
Departments,  and  there  make  minute  investi- 
gationa  aa  to  the  duties  «id  aalaries  of  all  the 
officers  dt  the  Goremment. 

Georgia  and  Florida  Bovndari/  Line. 

The  followiiu  Keaswe  was  received  from 
the  Fraddent  of  the  United  StiUea : 

3b  M«  SuuU  mtd  Hmue  of  Jieprmntathm  ^  tite 

JJn\itd  Siatet. 

WisBiHQTOK,  22d  Jan.,  1838. 

By  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
documents  from  tliat  Departmeut,  exhibited  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  their  present 
session,  they  were  advised  of  the  measures  taken 
for  carrying  into  executiou  the  act  of  4th  May, 
18S6,  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  run  and  mark  a  line  dividing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  from  the  State  of  Georgia  ;  and  of 
their  oiuuccesBful  result.  I  now  transmit  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  communications  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Oeo^a,  relating  to  that  subject. 

JOHN  QUINCT  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Hatito,  of  Geowa,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WmTE,  of  Florida,  said  that  the  qnestitMi 
submitted  to  Congress  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  just  referred  to,  was  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  United  States,  aoA  of  still 
greater  to  the  Territory  of  Florida.  It  in- 
volved a  qnesdon  of  boundary  which  they  sup- 
posed had  been  settled  long  rinee,  and  never 
expected  to  see  revived  a«ln.  Since  it  was 
introduced  here,  however,  »  must  be  dlqKMed 
of,  and  under  the  rules  of  the  House  it  was 
difficult  to  say  what  committee  bad,  appropri- 
ately, the  cognizance  of  it.  The  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  in  the  learning,  ability,  and  in- 
t^rity  of  which  he  had  the  utmost  confidence, 
were  charged  with  the  consideration  of  all 
questions  mvolring  Judicial  proceedings.  It 
was  obvious,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  there  was  no 
question  of  tiiat  nature  involved  in  this  matter. 
The  qnestifms  to  be  investigated  had  arisen 
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tinder  three  treaties,  that  of  178S — of  17'96, 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  that 
of  the  22d  of  Febroary,  1819 ;  and  although 
there  was  now  no  question  immediately  in 
r^rence  to  oar  foreign -relations,  it  neverthe- 
less referred  itself  to  uie  Degotiations  and  rela< 
tions  of  this  OovemmeDt,  at  the  respective 
periods  of  l^e  ratifications  of  these  treaties; 
ind  the  rights  of  each  party  growing  out  of 
them,  natarally  InTolTed  soeh  inquiries  as  were 
genenlly  made  by  the  Committee  of  TamUga 
Affairs.  That  committee  have  less  btuinesB 
before  them,  and  are  entirdy  oompeteut  to  pre- 
sent an  enlightened  and  8Bti8&(&ory  view  of 
the  subject  He  should  not,  however,  move  a 
reference  to  either  of  the  Standing  Commit- . 
tees,  for  two  reasons :  First,  because  it  did  not 
legitimately,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  belong 
to  either,  and,  secondly,  because  they  were  so 
much  occupied  by  subjects  previously  referred 
to  them,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain 
A  report  as  early  as  it  was  desirable.  He  pre- 
ferred that  it  should  go  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  he  thoiwfat  that  the  magxdtode  of  the  ob- 
ject justifiearaoh  a  dispodtion  of  It  The 
claim  of  Georgia,  now  set  up  in  the  ofHmnnni- 
eationa  of  the  Executive  of  that  State,  and 
transmitted  by  the  President,  embraces  a  tract 
of  country  south  of  Elticot's  line  including  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  acres,  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  territory  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  1810  with  Spain ;  about 
vi^t  hundred  square  miles  of  which  has  been 
nirveyed  and  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
the  money  deposited  in  the  public  Treasury. 
The  amount  of  property,  the  subject  of  juris- 
diction,  the  nnonrtiunty  of  tities,  and  the  sos- 
penslon  of  the  sales,  all  imito  to  reader  it  de- 
rirable  tliat  the  qnestMm  shoald  be  speedily  aet- 
lled.  The  bill  which  passed  at  the  last  aession 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands. 
Ur,  W.  expressed  his  satisfaction  that,  in  mov- 
ing for  a  Select  Committee,  be  was  not  ani- 
mated by  any  desire  to  obtain  any  garbled  or 
one-sided  view  of  it.  It  was  known  he  could 
not,  and,  if  he  could,  would  not,  sit  npoD  it. 
If  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  send  it 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he  did  not  doabt 
but  that  the  rights  of  Florida  and  the  United 
States  would  be  ably,  faithfully,  and  impartially 
investigated,  and  to  whatever  committee  ro- 
ferred,lie  should  be  satiafled. 

Ur.  WiLDB  Bud  he  shonld  always  trouble 
the  Honae  with  great  reluctance,  and  his  reluc- 
tance was  inoreaaed,  in  consequence  of  being 
obliged  to  differ  from  the  gentleman  from  Flor- 
ida, in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 

Eosed  r^eroace.  Such  subjects,  he  believed, 
ad  nsoally  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  A  question  of  similar  character 
took  that  course  during  the  last  session.  He 
was  sure  the  gentleman  from  Florida  desired 
only  what  he  himself  and  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Geoma  tim  desired,  that  this  question 
shonld  be  fiuiy,  patiently,  and  impartially  ex- 
juoined,  and  ju^  deeded.    Their  feelings 


were  all  in  favor  of  the  proroerity  of  Flaridt; 
tbeir  interests  led  them  to  wish  her  early  sdmit- 
sion  into  the  Union  at  the  earliest  period.  Id 
any  event,  the  titles  acquired  by  in^ridDaib 
from  either  Government,  within  the  dtqmted 
territory,  would,  he  presumed,  be  respected, 
and  jurUdiction  alone,  though  a  relinqnisbment 
of  it  was  forbidden  by  State  pride,  of  which  he 
had  as  much  as  any  one  rise,  woiud  not  be  ii* 
sisted  on,  if  not  shown  to  be  the  right  of  G«a^ 
^a.  She  took  more  pridsL  he  trtuted,  in  btr 
Jnsdce,  than  in  ho*  jarbdlctton. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Belalions,  he  would  ob- 
serve, that,  in  all  questions  of  this  desmptica, 
it  is  not  only  important  that  justice  ehoiud  lit 
done,  but  that  those  who  are  interested  dionU 
believe  it  has  been  done.  In  ^at  view  of  the 
subject,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  a  reference  to 
that  committee.  A  report  from  th^  qotfter, 
upon  another  matter,  did  not  satisfy  ue  peo- 
ple of  Georgia,  nor  increase  their  disposititn 
to  submit  any  questum  connected' wim  tbeit 
interest  to  that  committee. 

He  did  not  propose  now  to  inquire  how  fir 
their  distrust  was  well  or  ill  founded — it  vts 
enough  for  his  purpose  that  it  existed.  As  to 
a  reference  to  a  Select  Committee,  he  con^ 
ered  objectionable  such  a  motion,  when  tba 
conflict  was  between  the  State  and  the  Vmoa,  it 
was  suspicions.  It  was  like  a  motion  for  a  tpc- 
cial  jury,  in  a  case  where  the  crown  was  eoa- 
oemed.  He  had  the  most  entire  confidena 
that  no  advantage  in  the  selection  of  a  com- 
mittee was  sought  by  the  gentleman  from  IV- 
ida.  He  was  sure  none  would,  in  any  ereot, 
be  obtained,  as  n<me  was  de^ed,  on  ntber 
ude.  The  snl^ect  came,  he  oonndered,  withii 
the  proper  duties  of  the  Judiciary  Committct^ 
Their  zeal,  ability,  industry,  and  impartial^, 
commanded  entire  confidence,  and  neither  K- 
quired  nor  admitted  of  eulc^um  from  lum. 
Why,  then,  diould  this  inquiry  be  wUhdnws 
from  them  9 

Vr.  Whitk  was  not  unwilling  the  mitta 
shoald  go  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  bat 
three  days  since  that  committee  had,  at  tbeir 
own  request,  been  dischai^^  from  the  coiL«id- 
oration  of  a  quration  involving  the  hoondir? 
between  Michigan  and  Illinois.  Ifr.  W.  hid 
considered  the  question  as  virtually  settled  hst 
year,  when  it  had  gone  to  the  Committee  « 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbovb  (Chairman  the  Coai- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary)  made  some  stateiDcnt* 
in  reference  to  the  bnsiness  before  that  com- 
mittee  being  already  sufficiently  oneroos. 

Mr.  GiuiEB  advocated  at  some  length  the 
reference  of  the  Hessage  to  that  committee. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  any  bnrrr  in  the 
case,  and  it  might  turn  oat  that  the  ultimi^ 
question  would  go  at  all  events  to  that  aNneoit- 
toe.  He  deprecated  any  but  the  usual  coorse 
in  this  affair — denied  that  tlie  subject  had  a&i 
relation  to  our  correspondenoe  with  fore^  nt- 
tions,  and  insisted  on  the  propriety  oi  avcuding 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATX8  OF  GONOBBSgT 


675 


Jaxdabt,  1828.} 

vvvj  thing  that  might  excite  saspicira  of  aaj 
pottialitj  m  the  conrse  which  shonld  be  token 
on  Uttia  memoriaL  It  was  yery  well  known,  he 
said,  thst  mnoh  excitement  had  grown  oat  of 
the  relations  l>etween  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past  This 
very  einsamstance  made  it  th&  more  important 
that  any  business  in  which  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia wsB  interested,  should  take  the  osnal  coarse 
m  this  House.  He  was  opposed  to  any  refer- 
ence bat  to  a  Standing  Ocmmittee,  and  to  any 
partial  operation  which  might  be  prodaced 
npon  the  decision  of  the  sa^eot  by  its  refinr- 
ence  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Hr.  Hatnks  remarked  that,  although  the 
goestion  embraced  by  this  controversy  did 
arise,  as  stated,  ont  of  the  treaty  between  iba 
United  States  and  Spain,  yet,  the  United  States 
now  occupy,  as  to  Georgia,  the  position,  in 
reference  to  this  question,  which  Spun  former- 
ly did:  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  sort  of 
propriety  in  giving  the  subject,  as  now  pre- 
sented, a  direction  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  referring  the 
Ifessage  to  the  Committee  on  tlu  Jiulicnary, 
and  dmnded  in  the  afflrmatave. 


Teubbdat,  Jtaaascj  24. 
Batrmehmmt. 

Hie  Honse  resumed  the  eaa^ietw&m  of  the 
nsolations  moved  by  Ur.  Ckiltoh  on  the  Slot 

January. 

Kr.  Randolph  said,  when  the  gentlemui 
from  S.  Carolina  withdrew  his  motion  yester- 
day, to  lay  this  resolnUon  on  the  table,  I  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  it.  Bat,  ander- 
Btanding  that  be  had  not  withdrawn  it,  I  did  not 
because  I  could  not  renew  it  The  gentlemen 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  with  that  courtesy  and 
comity  whicli  we  all  ought  to  show  to  one 
another,  did,  subsequently,  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
gentleman  who  moved  it,  and  who  has  now  Just 
taken  his  seat^  to  make  ezpluiationB.  That 
<^p<Hrtanlty  having  been  ample,  I  ahoold  be 
content  to  let  the  matter  pass,  but  that  I  feel 
myself  pledged  (to  use  an  expression  which, 
though  parliamentary,  is  not  strictly  gram- 
matical) to  the  cause  of  retrenchment.  I  shall 
Bay  a  few,  a  very  few  words,  in  order  to  explain 
the  course  I  am  about  to  take,  and  which,  other- 
wise, mif^ht  appear  to  militate  agtunst  that 
cause.  Sir,  I  do  believe,  that  retrenchment  is 
required,  both  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  by  the  voice  of  the  public  I 
concur  heartily  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
eyWania,  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Buohanak,)  in  alt  he 
fldvamwd,  as  far  as  th^  went)  I  am  deariy 
of  opinion  that  this  is  a  case  in  which  reforma- 
tion, like  charity,  (I  mean  modem  charity,) 
begins  at  home--ftt  least  It  ought  to  begin  at 
home.  I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  no 
ecancmuoal  Government  could  ever  inhabit  such 
a  Hoose  aa  this ;  I  do  believe  wa  nenr  ihall 
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have  an  economical  Government  In  such  an 
establishment  as  the  present  This,  however, 
may  be  a  pecoliar  opinion  of  mine.  Yes,  sir, 
refbrmaUcni  most  be^n  at  home.  I  do  not 
mean  in  our  own  oases  as  members — am  not 
going  to  start  the  per  diem  question — God 
forbid  I  We  had  enough  of  that  when  we  sat 
in  the  brick  building,  over  the  way,  (where  I 
should  be  very  glad  we  sat  now.)  I  believe, 
sir,  that  whatever  abases  may  exist  elsewher^ 
we  can  go  with  them,  paripassti,  at  home,  ana 
show  an  equal  case  of  abuse.  But,  sir,  this  i« 
not  *'the  accepted  time" — and  in  saying  this.  I 
do  not  speak  in  the  words  of  some  of  the 
orators  over  the  watei^  who  never  will  find  an 
"  accepted  time  "  for  parliamentary  or  ©oono- 
mical  reform.  Every  effort  that  is  made  now, 
will  only  reoml  on  tiiose  who  make  it — ^will 
ii^ure  the  cause,  not  further  it  One  of  the 
greatest  men  and  best  patriots  that  ever 
lived,  I  mean  John  De  Witt,  when  asked^  how 
he  managed  to  get  through  so  much  bunness, 
replied,  that  he  managed  it "  by  doing  one  thing 
at  a  time."  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  we  have 
"  one  thing  needfal"  to  do,  and  I  am  for  doing 
it  I  will  not  indicate  further  than  I  have  done, 
what  that  "  one  thing  "  is.  I  say,  let  us  bring 
to  bear  upon  tiiat  object  the  whole  of  our 
strength,  all  our  rays,  light  and  heat,  into  one 
focus.  Sir,  we  know  that  even  Ifr.  Jefiiarson,  in 
his  highest  and  most  palmy  state,  oonld  not 
snooeed  in  oert^  reforms  fae  wished  to  intro- 
dnoe.  And  why,  sirt  Because  there  was  a 
countervailing  nnder-ottrrent,  too  strong  even 
for  him  to  stem. 

}£r.  Speaker,  I  wish  not  to  add  another  to  the 
number  of  resolutions  which  are  to  be  taken  up 
regularly  every  mofiiing  — debated  for  an  hour 
throughout  the  session,  and,  at  the  end  of  it 
left  anfinished,  with  the  unfinished  speech  of 
some  gentleman  by  the  side  of  them ;  and  thle 
resolution  will  infallibly  take  that  course,  unless 
you  revise  your  rales  and  orders,  or  anless  the 
House  will  join  me  in  a  motion  I  am  going  to 
make.  Sir,  I  will  not  enter  npcm  one  of  the 
snljeets  referred  to  in  the  rewlDtion,  farther 
than  to  Bw  one  word  in  nepenA  to  the  sehotd 
at  West  Point  Sh*,  that  school  ia  a  omtrir- 
ance  to  educate  the  sons  of  the  rich  at  the 
expense  of  the  poor.  Bat  I  will  not,  by  farther 
entering  into  the  subject,  bring  all  that  force 
to  operate  against  me,  which  I  know  to  be 
enlisted  in  defence  of  that  Institution.  I  am 
for  doing  one  thing  at  a  time — bat  it  is  never* 
tbeless  true,  that  every  poor  man  in  this  country 
who  buys  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  peck  of  salt,  or 
as  muc^  iron  as  will  point  his  jrtoughshare,  can 
proudly  say  to  any  one  of  the  cadets  from  West 
Point,  *'you  were  educated  at  my  exp^ise." 
Tes,  sir,  he  can  say  this,  and  hov  woidd  the 
young  man  feel  under  each  dronnutuioeBt 
Cert^nly  as  I  would  not  fled  fbr  any  omddera- 
tion  that  can  be  named. 

I  had  rather  that  a  son  of  mine  shotdd  be 
obliged  to  make  his  mark,  for  want  of  knowing 
how  to  write^  than  that^  while  hia  flitiier  waa 
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capable  of  bearing  all  the  neoeasarj  charges,  he 
should  be  educated  at  the  publio  expense.  Sir, 
I  make  no  refiectiona :  for  the  only  man  I  ever 
knew,  vho  was  educated  under  suoh  circumstan- 
ces, is  as  estimable,  as  worthy,  and  as  Irue  a  man 
as  any  that  lives.  I  never  knew  but  one.  Sir,  it 
is  just  as  easy,  that  two  bodies  should  occupy 
the  same  q>ace,  as  that  all  these  irons  should  be 
tn  the  fire  at  the  same  time,  and  none  of  them 
should  hum.  As  long  as  we  have  this  dead 
w^ht  against  ua,  reformation  is  impossible. 
I  Anj  the  committees  to  accomplish  any  thing — 
yon  may  turn  them  all  into  the  Departments 
and  they  will  do  nothing ;  and  when  I  say  this, 
do  I  mean  to  cast  any  personal  reflections  f 
Certainly  not — not  at  all,  ur — I  have  already 
aud  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  even  in  his  highest  and 
most  palmy  state,  was  baffled  in  the  attempt 
Sir,  there  are  certain  interests  here  which  were 
too  strong  for  him — they  are  stronger  than  the 
Freaideut,  and  stronger  than  the  people. 

Jii.  OcLPBPEB  sua  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
heeanae  it  does  not  go  to  the  fall  extent,  if  any 
Tefbrm  he  necessary :  bat  he  ihonld  vote  for 
the  reaohition  of  the  gentleman  tram  Een- 
tnoky,  with  the  hope  that  he  voold  not  stop  at, 
or  be  content  with  t^e  reference  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  pursne  it  to  some  practical  result. 
And  I  will  pledge  myself  (bbsA  Mr.  C.)  to  go  with 
the  gentleman  the  fbll  length.  As  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  we  should  begin  with  a  redaction  of  oar 
own  compensation,  I  do  not  agree  with  him. 
He  says  that  the  per  diem  allowance  to  mem- 
bers  is  too  low  to  compensate  for  our  loss  of 
time,  though  more  than  sufficient  for  our  sup- 
port while  hare.  Sir,  (aaid  Mr.  0.,)  I  have  not 
patriotism  enough  to  devote  my  time  to  the 
pablio  iot  a  bare  support  My  family  are  to  be 
provided  for,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  compensa- 
tion I  deem  just,  and  nee  my  wages  to  support 
myself,  to  pay  my  debts,  to  sni^rt  my  family, 
Ac.,  jnst  as  I  would  the  av^ls  of  my  labor  on 
my  farm,  or  anywhere  else :  and  I  deem  eight 
dollars  about  a  proper  compensation,  and  I  shall 
never  vote  ifor  less,  for  fear  that  that  compensa- 
tion may  end  the  8d  March,  &c  But  the 
gentleman  expresses  a  hope  that  we  have  passed 
the  middle  of  the  session.  Passed  the  middle 
of  the  session t  And  what  have  we  done} 
We  have  passed  one  bill  to  appropriate  money  to 
pay  our  own  salaries ;  and  if  we  are  to  progress 
IB  the  same  vrajf,  Jn^ng  (tf  our  progress  in  fbture 
from  the  post,  we  shall  pass  one  more  hillj  and 
vhat  bill  is  that  to  bet  Hot  the  tariff;  I  pre- 
some :  for  tiiongh  many  gentlemen  are  anxious 
for  the  passage  of  that  mil,  yet  the  resolution 
authorirang  the  committee  to  send  for  persons, 
&0.,  has,  I  expect,  put  the  passage  of  that  bill  out 
of  dii^nte,  if  we  are  to  nse  the  8d  of  March. 
Yes,  rir,  the  bill  on  that  subject,  if  not  defunct, 
is  rocked  to  sleep  for  the  present,  if  we  are  to 
have  a  short  session.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  will 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  if  he  desires  reform, 
to  amend  his  resolation,  aiid  refer  the  sul^eot  o£ 


it  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  not  to  the  Conm^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  the  committee  hm 
informed  us,  and  no  doubt  honestly,  that  Haj 
cannot  have  time  to  make  the  inquiry.  Send 
sir,  to  a  Seleot  Committee — ^let  the  subject 
be  fully  investigated,  and  I  will  go  ali  lengtbi 
with  the  gentleman  in  his  progress  tovudi 
reform  and  retrenchment,  if  any  dull  bt 
proved  to  be  neceasaiy. 

Mr.  Baxdolph  saidj  as  this  thing  is  to  In 
gone  into,  so  fiir  from  having  reached  the  mid- 
dle o£  the  ses^on,  I  fear  we  have  only  begn 
it   I  had  hoped  th^  instead  of  beiog  hidf 
way,  we  were  two-thirds  through  it  I  do  not 
know  what  more  the  public  good  imperioid; 
requires,  that  is  now  attainable^  than  thst  w« 
should  pass  the  other  appropriation  bills,  srA 
then  adjourn.   I  shall  vote  against  the  axaoA- 
ment  proposed  by  the  genueman  from  Kev 
York,  (Mr.  Tatlos,)  but!  shall  not,  tberef*^ 
vote  in  favor  of  the  resoluticms  of  the  grade- 
man  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Grilton.)  I  cuuut 
agree  in  sending  the  resolution  to  the  Cont- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  one  reasoD  h, 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  has  t«t 
truly  told  us,  that  he  would  lye  seait  withoa 
chart  or  compass,  upm  ft  voyage  of  disoTo;, 
to  find  out  a  terra  mMgniia ;  but,  if  adopted, 
I  will  join  in  sending  it  to  a  Select  CommittM, 
knowing  from  what  has  passed,  how  that  con- 
mittee  will  be  ^pointed — should  not 
knowing,  but  rather,  being  able  to  antidpiH 
from  the  usage  of  the  House  in  all  such  aea. 
If  this  subject  is  to  be  brought  up,  I  Ik^  it 
will  be  thoroughly  probed ;  and  the  only  tij 
thoroughly  to  probe  it,  will  be,  to  have  the 
discussion,  first,  here,  on  the  g^ieral  princii^ 
of  reform.   Let  gentl^en  here — in  thisHiMH 
—determine  whether  they  will  retrench, 
then  p<^t  out  what  offices  can  be  spared,  and 
what  salaries  can  be  reduced.   Sir,  any  nore- 
ment  at  this  time,  affecting  great  Interests  and 
classes  of  men,  was  what  I  deprecated  wba 
my  very  worthy  and  most  respectable  coDesfM 
(Mr.  P.  F.  Babboub)  brou^t  in  his  resolntiia 
on  the  subject  of  the  Government  Stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United   States;    and  which, 
although  the  Hoose  refused  to  put  upon  the 
table,  finally  obtained  bat  nine  votes  in  its 
favor.   I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  here  in  m; 
place,  that  the  expenses  of  this  Govenmoentiw 
too  high,  that  they  ought  to  be  redored,  and 
that,  as  soon  as  sudt  a  thing  is  practicable,  I  am 
ready  to  join  heart  and  hwd  in  its  aocomplif^ 
ment   Sir,  I  w  ill  speciiy  one  or  two  paiticuisn. 
The  present  salary  of  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  hope  no  gentleman  viD 
understand  me  as  wishing  to  have  it  increased 
has  remuned  where  it  now  is  ever  nnee  it  vh 
appointed,  hard  upon  forty  years  ago.  That 
other  salary  under  this  Govemment  is  in  the 
same  situatiwl   Is  there  one  other  T  Wb«a 
by  the  improvidence,  imprudent  conduct,  of  ih* 
men  who  were  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasuiy,  and 
of  the  Councils  of  this  House,  nndw  their 
BoqiioeBi  the  vhc^  ooDntry  was  deloged  with 
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gaper  money — wliea  the  people  of  the  United 
bates  were  brought  to  this  pass  that  their 
tmfltees  ezob&Qffed  their  notes,  Dottomed  upon 
every  foot  of  Taod  an^  tipon  every  flhilling's 
worth  of  prodnctire  labor  of  the  oonntry, 
against  the  notes  of  certain  corporations ;  yes, 
exchanged  their  own  notes,  bearing  interest,  for 
the  notes  of  those  oorporattona,  bearing  no 
interest — when  they  agreed  to  allow  a  bonui  on 
the  nominal  amount  of  these  bank  notes,  equal 
to-  nearly  twenty,  certainly  exceeding  ten  per 
cent. — when  tobacco  was  worth  forty  dollars 
per  bnndred,  for  choice  crops — when  cotton 
was  worth  tiiirty  dollars;  and  for  a  single 
slave,  a  common  field  hand,  were  ptud,  to 
my  certun  knowledge,  twelve  hundred  dollars 
— ^when  land  was  at  a  price  which  beggars 
all  belief,  (if  that  price  had  not  been  pud  in 
worthless  trashy  for  the  land  was,  in  fact, 
cheaper  than  it  is  now)— then,  sir,  tho  salaries 
of  all  the  officers  of  this  Government  were 
raised.  I  will  point  to  one,  (ahntinaidia,)  that 
of  the  Attorney-General.  Tt  commenced,  I 
believe,  with  {1,200,  because  it  was  considered 
that  the  very  office  itself  was  a  great  remaner- 
ation.  Since  then  it  has  been  raised,  I  know 
not  how  often.  So  all  the  salaries  have  been 
increased.  Sir,  have  any  been  diminished  i 
I  believe  not  one — not  one  to  my  knowledge. 
It  is  easy  to  talk  abont  '*a  certain  style  of 
living,"  and  about  the  dignity  which  becomes 
the  omoers  of  this  Gh>Temment  Sir,  we  may 
swell  like  the  poor  frog  in  the  &ble,  till  we 
burst,  bnt  we  cannot  equal  tiie  style  or  splendtv 
of  tiiose  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  And 
we  never  shall  be  able  to  equal  them,  until  our 
people  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same  state  of 
misery  with  their  people.  Dignity  consists  In 
adapting  the  style  of  oar  living  to  the  means 
we  have  to  live  on.  It  never  did  consist  in 
expense  and  pageantry,  especially  in  a  Govern* 
ment  having  even  the  semblance  of  Republic- 
anism. Dignity,  like  happiness,  resides  in  tbe 
mind — it  is  in  tiie  man,  and  you  cannot  give  it 
by  any  station.  Sir,  there  was  as  much  true 
dignity  in  Fabridos— -there  is  now  as  mndU  tme 
dignity  in  Fabridus,  as  then  ever  was  in 
liOuU  XlV. — the  grande  monaimut  who  was 
never  seen,  even  by  bis  valet  ds  ehambn,  with- 
out the  paraphernalia  of  his  enormons  wig — 
eomptis  Curium  eapiltU  ;  yes,  sir,  there  was  as 
much  dignity  in  the  American  Cnrins  Dentatus, 
I  mean  Roger  Sherman,  as  in  any  of  the  Am- 
bassadors which  his  most  Christian  M^esty 
thought  fit  to  send  to  us,  then  his  very  great, 
dear  allies. 

Sir,  whenever  money  is  plenty,  and  every 
thing  is  at  the  highest  price,  that  price  forms 
a  very  good  reason  why  salaries  must  be  raised. 
And  when  all  things  have  fallen,  and  the  price 
is  depreciated,  for  aught  I  know,  90  per  cent., 
why  then,  sir.  the  times  are  so  hard  that  salaries 
cannot  be  reduced,  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  shonld 
be  raised.  So,  in  reference  to  the  emolnment 
of  GhovemmenL  that  happens  which  happens 
in  certain  other  uutitations  where  tiie  Dire«t<»S} 


{H.  or  K. 

the  Oashiers,  and  the  Presidents,  take  good 
care  of  themselves,  but  are  anite  regardless  of 
the  Stockholders.  Sir,  in  this  Oovenunent,  the 
people  are  tibie  Stockholders,  and  all  I  look  at,  in 
any  public  man,  is,  whether  he  is  for  the  StMik- 
holders,  or  for  the  Directors,  This  is  my  teet, 
my  touchstone.  Yes,  sir,  when  kll  Uiings  are 
dear,  salaries  must  be  rused  because  they  are 
dear ;  when  all  things  are  cheap,  still  salaries 
must  be  raised,  because  the  cheapness  of  every 
thing  shows  the  scanuty  of  money,  and  tbt^ 
the  times  are  hard.  So,  sir,  to  use  one  of  my 
homely  phrases,  and  that  language  is  understood 
by  Uie  people,  and  is  the  only  language  I  will 
ever  use  when  speaking  to  them — the  game 
amounts  to  this:  Cross,  the  people  lose;  and 
^le,  their  rulers  win.  Sir,  I  wian  to  know,  if 
the  offices  of  this  Gorenunent  were  filled  with 
less  able  men,  when  Jefferson  was  in  the 
Deparbnent  of  State,  Hamilton  at  the  head  (tf 
the  Treasury,  Sjio:^  »e,  nr,  Knox,  in  tha 
Department  of  War,  and  Bradford  was  Attor^ 
ney-General,  than  (^ey  are  now  ?  Were  our 
officers,  with  about  one-half  the  present  salary^ 
less  dignified  then,  than  they  are  now,  with 
double  the  amonnt  t  I  wish  to  know  if  that 
(I  was  ^ing  to  say)  unrivalled  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  has  any  more  dignity  now, 
when  his  salary  is  $5,000,  than  he  had  when  it 
was  t^iOOO  ?  Or  whether  his  associates  are 
more  ^gnified  now  they  get  $4,000,  than  th^ 
werewhenthesalary  wB5oat$8,500?  They  are 
the  same  men,  they  perfbnn  the  same  servu»s. 
and  with  the  same  ability  and  int^rity.  Sir,  I 
did  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the  noase  so  long 
as  I  have  done,  but  oat  of  the  fulness  of  my  heart 
I  have  spoken.  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  country  I 
live  in  is  quite  as  well  ofi"  as  any  of  these  a^aoent 
to  it,  and  this  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  the  foot 
of  its  being  too  Cfu-  removed  from  any  Bank, 
from  this  Paodora^s  box,  for  as  to  receive  our 
full  portion  of  its  blessings,  which,  like  those 
of  the  evil  spirits,  are  curses.  But,  sir,  there  is 
hardly  a  man  in  the  sphere  of  my  knowledge, 
who  makes  one  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  his 
plantation  and  stock.  For  om  socb,  I  can  show 
you  twenty  persons  whose  aoounnt  of  profit 
and  loss,  if  they  keep  sny,  will  exhibit  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Ledger.  Sir, 
the  country  is  in  lui  unexampled  state.  I  can 
remember  nothing  like  it,  though  I  remember 
well  when  Lord  Ckimwallis  passed  triumphantly 
through  the  South,  carrying  all  before  bim, 
before  the  battle  of  Guildford.  I  remember 
well  the  peace  of  '88,  and  even  then,  when  we 
had  nothing  like  this  state  of  tbings,  although 
the  paper  money  of  that  day  did  Its  office,  we 
had  a  forty  shilling  year  for  tobacco,  and  fifteen 
and  twenty  shillings  years  for  many  years 
thereafter ;  and  yet  even  then  the  Umes  were 
not  like  these.  Sit,  there  ia  not  a  planter 
within  the  sphere  of  mj  knowledge,  or  not  a 
farmer  if  yon  please,  vim  no  other  resource  but 
his  farm,  who  has  one  shilling  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  even  though  ho  may  not  have  spent,  in 
the  ooarae  of  i^  one  shUliiig  <m  himself  Hie 
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expenses  swallow  up  &U  the  profits,  and,  in 
moat  cases,  far  exceed  them.  And  whj  is 
this)  Sir,  we  hare  been  legidated  into  this 
thing— would  to  God,  we  could  be  legated 
cot  of  it  again— ;fa0i7t9  dMseTutu  Avemi.  A^e, 
iir,  bnt  the  retam  rstoeare  gradttm  rt^percuque 
tnadere  ad  aurtu  hie  labor,  hoc  opiu  eat  Sir, 
we  have  been  impoTerisfaed  till  we  have  scarce 
enough  of  spirit  left  to  act  like  men.  Yet  we 
hear  that  the  expenses  of  this  Government  are 
mdj  sQch  as  comport  with  the  dignity— jea,  air, 
the  dignitr  oi  a  poor  man  with  &  sheriff  at  hia 
bade— each  as  oomport  with  the  dignity-  of  this 
great  Metropolis.  The  ^gnity,  rir,  of  vainly 
•udeaToring  to  rival  the  Representatives  of 
Antocrata  and  Kings,  instead  of  exercising 
bidnstry  and  Economy..  But  when  I  say 
eooQomj,  I  do  not  mean  merely  the  economy 
of  lopping  off.  I  know  very  well,  sir,  that 
•oonomy  is  one  thing,  and  parsimony  is  qnite 
another.  Bnt  I  woold  conple  industry  with 
frngality,  and  associate  it  with  all  the  domestio 
Tildes,  Bat  no,  sir,  our  sons  mnat  be  educated 
at  the  pablio  expense,  and  when  the  people  are 
In  distress  we  mnst  look  from  their  own  or  onr 
SmprorideiHW  for  some  canal,  or  some  road,  or 
some  woollen  manufactory,  to  uiy  thing  for 
nlief— hat  Industry  and  self-denial — and  to 
■scribe  the  disease  to  any  thing  bnt  the  true 
cause,  nowise  legislation  and  prodigality.  And 
when  I  say  this,  sir,  X  doot  mean  to  exempt  the 
States  from  the  charge.  Ho,  sir,  not  at  all.  I 
do  not  mean  to  exempt  Virginia,  and  I  will 
never  vote  fbr  a  man  to  represent  me  in  her 
Legislature,  who  will  not  there  vote  for  short 
sessions  and  low  taxes.  And  if  it  becomes 
necessary,  as  it  never  yet  has  l>een,  I  will  turn 
cat,  nr,  and  electioneer  against  bim  upon  these 
very  grounds. 

That  is  a  good  Oovenunent  which  takes  from 
Ihe  pe(^Ie  nothing  that  it  oan  spare.  I  mean 
nothing  that  the  Government  can  do  without 
I  would  always  give  the  requisite  supplies. 
Yes,  sir,  I  would  not  stop  the  supplies  unless 
the  Government  reftjsed  to  redress  grievances ; 
hut,  if  it  did,  I  would  follow  the  example  of 
those  very  ancestors  who  are  now  quoted  on 
the  other  Bide.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  then  stop  the 
•upplies.  I  would  not  hesitate  to  vote  agunst 
$ny  item  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  yes,  air,  and 
against  the  appropriation  bill  itself,  if  I  oonld  get 
at  my  object  in  no  other  way.  Sir,  we  are  the 
keepers  of  the  people's  money,  and  what  other 
Amotion  can  be  so  important?  If  yon  let  me 
have  the  keeping  of  yonr  money,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of 
yonr  person  and  the  protection  of  your  wife 
and  children.  Such  a  state  of  things  would 
benefit  me  much  more  than  if  yon  were  an 
Ethiopian.  Sir,  look  at  the  condition  of  other 
people.  Look  at  the  state  of  the  Irish,  that 
brave,  honest,  ^lont,  warm-hearted  people, 
(too  warm-hearted,  I  grant  you,  sometimes, 
when  their  hearts  sail  too  fast  for  their  heads.) 
They  are  ihe  most  oppressed  of  the  human 
race.  I  make  no  exception,  nr;  no,noneatalL 


Bnt  do  I  take  part  with  th^oppreeacvsT  Far 
from  it.  Lookatthe]^pleof£D^aiid.  lask 
the  House  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  sea-girt  isle. 
And,  sir,  I  hesitate  no(  to  acknowledge  thai  I 
feel  towards  that  conn  try  as  a  Greek  of  Syracuse 
would  feel  towards  Pel<^nnesna.  The  Ficnch, 
indeed,  are  not  so  badly  off,  yet  many  of  them 
are  extremely  wretched,  if  that  can  be  called 
an  extreme  whicli,  like  Milton's  fire,  hae  an 
extreme  still  more  fieroe  bejond  it.  You 
see  there  tiie  same  empirieum,  the  sanw 
OharUaoMHe  that  we  see  here.  There  is^  M 
this  moment,  within  three  miles  St.  Stephen's 
Ohapel,  more  misery  and  more  vice  than  exists 
on  the  whole  of  Korth  America,  the  "Vfttt 
Indies  included.  And  what  is  the  cure,  sir  I 
The  philanthropists,  instead  of  ferreting  out  that 
whidi  is  immediately  under  their  noaea,  fs 
rather  which  they  are  glad  to  stop  their  noses 
to  avoid,  occupy  themselves  in  takinc  care  of 
the  slaves  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor,  Mr.  Beckfoid, 
Mr.  Hibbert,  and  other  West  India  genliem^ 
whose  condition,  in  comparison  with  the 
eanaiUs  of  St.  Giles's,  SL  Paul's,  Westminster, 
and  other  quarters  of  London,  is  a  condition  of 
independence,  virtue,  and  hap^neaa.  The 
misery  before  their  eyes  they  cannot  aee—tbdr 
philanthropy  acts  only  at  a  distance.  (T  wiD 
not  say  only,  for  there  are  some  very  good  men, 
no  doubt,  who  do  relieve  the  sufferings  at  honie.} 
Their  phihuithropy  acts  only  throof^  ^btir  mzs, 
and  not  through  their  eyes — they  reverse  the 
Horatian  maxim,  that  what  a  man  sees  affects 
him  more  than  what  he  hears.  Sir,  there  are 
laaaroni — I  used  the  word  because  they  are 
so—there  ore  lamironi  all  over  Europe,  «iid  I  am 
far  from  sore  that  we  shall  not  have  some  of 
them  here — they  were  lagtttroni  cnly  who  took 
up  anna  in  defence  of  Na{de6 — sturdy  beggars, 
if  yon  please— sturdy  dogs— bnt  as  &r  above 
the  condition  of  the  oppressed  peaaantry  of 
Ireland  in  food  and  raiment  aa  a  alare  htfe  it 
above  the  condition  of  a  slave  in  tiie  West 
Indies.  . 

Sir,  I  am  very  senuble  that  I  have  wandered 
somewhat  fnmi  the  point  in  debate— -seduced, 
probably,  by  that  very  kind  attesition  which 
the  House  has  accorded  to  me.  If  there  ia  any 
gentieman  who  thinks  I  have  said  too  much— 
that  I  have  said  what  I  ought  not  to  say,  or,  txA 
as  I  ought  to  have  said  it — let  such  gentle^nan 
remember  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  nte  that 
this  subject  is  here.  For  myself  I  ahovld  bs 
satisfied  if  we  could  pass  Uie  othor  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  thrai  go  home.  I  hap*  we  shaD 
pass  upon  snch  salaries  as  are  to  be  aboUdied  or 
retrenched  here,  in  tins  Honse,  and  not  anffer 
the  subject  to  go  to  a  committee  at  all,  until 
we  shall  have  settled  the  princii^e.  I  am  in  favor 
neither  of  the  amendment,  nor  of  the  rcaola- 
tion.  I  shall  vote  against  both.  If  we  are 
of  opinion  that  any  officer  of  the  Govemmoit 
receives  too  much  salsry,  why  mnst  we  ecatd 
one  of  our  oommittees  on  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery, or  rather  of  undiscovery-Hfor  tit^  can 
and  will  discover  notiiing. 
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8iTf  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present.  I 
have  many  and  heavy  things  to  8»— high  mat- 
ter, sir — when  the  proper  tune  shall  come ;  bat 
I  reserve  it  nutil  then. 

Hr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  said:  If  I  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  mover  of  the  resolntion, 
it  is  to  abolish  useless  offices,  to  rednce  extrav- 
agant salaries,  and  to  apply  the  savings  to  the 

Eayment  of  the  debt  That  object  is  msdnotty 
ept  in  view  by  my  amendment^  withont  en- 
oonntering  the  ol^eetionable  features  of  the 
original  reaohitioii.  'Whatever  shall  be  saved 
by  retrenchment  nnder  the  existing  laws,  mnst 
be  Implied  to  pay  onr  debts.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  the  party  which  bad  declared  it,  and 
bid  carried  the  coontry  saccesfyiUy  through  ite 
■  perils,  considered  its  work  but  half  done,  until 
provision  was  made  to  relieve  the  oonntry  from 
the  burden  it  had  left  on  our  shoulders.  Onr  debt 
at  that  time  exceeded  120  millions  of  dollars. 
For  the  pnnatual  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
the  gradual  reimbursement  of  the  principal,  a 
ffinfcing  fbnd  WAS  established,  which,  in  its  rw- 
nlar  operation,  has  pud  the  ii^eres^  and  al- 
ready rednoed  the  {winoipal  of  that  debt  to 
06  milliona  ot  dtdlars.  Not  only  have  the 
pledged  ten  millions  been  thns  applied,  but  also 
all  the  surpluses  which  remained  in  the  Treas- 
ury, over  and  above  the  sum  limited  by  law. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  period,  said  Ur.  T., 
during,  the  last  Admimstration,  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  Treasury  was  such,  that  it  could 
not  regularly  pay  to  the  Commisuonera  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  tiie  annual  ten  millions.  The 
appropriations  remained  a  charge  upon  the 
l^easory,  and  although  loans,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions^were  authorized,  and  n^otiated, 
ttie  Treasury  stdl  renuuned  debtor  to  the  Oom- 
mlsrionera.  It  was  in  tbia  ooodition  of  the 
oonntry,  wfam,  on  the  one  hand,  we  were  in- 
oreasing  onr  debt  by  loans  from  banks  and  in- 
dividous,  and,  on  the  other,  not  paying  our  debt 
to  the  Smking  Fnnd,  that  the  reformers,  the 
mndi-abnaed  radicals,  of  whom,  sidd  Mr,  T.,  I 
was  one,  snooeeded  in  reducing  the  anny  rank 
and  file,  from  10,000  to  6,000  men,  and  dis- 
banding useless  officers.  This  operation  saved 
about  a  million  a  year,  which  has  already 
amounted  to  seven  or  eight  millions,  without 
the  least  injury  to  'the  pablic  service.  Since 
then,  the  condition  of  uie  Treasury  has  been 
more  floorishing.  Within  the  last  three  years, 
it  has  pnd  the  balances  it  owed  to  the  Sinking 
Fnnd.  The  ^ndpal  of  the  paUio  debt  has 
been  extlngnuhed  to  an  amoont  exceeding 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  and  nearly 
twelve  millions  paid  tor  interest.  The  speedy 
extingnishment  of  the  remaining  debt  can  only 
be  arreeted  by  some  unlooked-for  national  ca- 
lamity. It  has  been  steadily  and  most  success- 
fully porsued  by  the  present  and  preceding  Ad- 
ministrations. It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Government,  in  which  all  men  of  all  parties 
unite.  Why,  then,  is  it  now  brought  for- 
ward, as  if  it  were  some  new  discovery T  Bure- 
Ijf  it  cannot  be  necessary,  for  the  porpoae  of 
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confirming  onr  courage,  to  abolish  useless  offices 
or  reduce  extravagant  salaries.  I  have  been 
no  advocate,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  raising  salaries. 
Most  of  the  laws  increasing  them,  both  in  the 
Legislative  and  Exeoative  branches  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, have  been  passed  in  opposition  to  mj 
vote.  When  the  Secretaries  at  the  head  of  Ex- 
ecutive Departments  had  smaller  salaries,  they 
lived  less  expendvely.  They  were  not  required 
—it  was  not  expected  of  them— 4hat  thqr 
should  keep  open  house,  imd  entertain  all 
members  of  Conmss  and  strangers,  who  might 
visit  the  seat  of  Grovemment.  Most  of  them 
could  not  do  it  witiiont  ruin  to  their  private 
fortanes.  When  yon  raised  their  salaries  to 
six  thousand  dollars,  you  did  them  no  service. 
You  imposed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  living  in 
more  splendor,  bnt  in  less  comfbrt.  Puttbesuar 
riee  back  to  the  old  standud,  and  they  will  have 
more  time  for  private  study  and  public  duUaa; 
and  I  doubt  not  you  will  have  their  thanks. 

Mr.  Bttobakak  said,  that  if  the  House  should 
determine  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  the  suV 
jeot  of  nfonn,  at  the  present  time,  it  ought  to 
oontMn  a  ^aUnct  proposition,  that  it  was  vx^ 
pedient  to  dlsoharae  the  national  debt  as  aooa, 
as  poetiUe.  For  tfiis  reason,  he  ooold  not  vote 
for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tatloe.)  When  that 
gentieman  moved  an  amendment,  which,  if  it 
should  prevail,  would  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  original  resolntion  which  related  to  the 
extingnishment  of  the  public  debt,  he  expected 
to  hear  some  reasons  ui^^  for  such  an  onua* 
rion.   In  this  he  had  been  dis^pointed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  know  it  baa  become  very 
fashionable  in  the  present  day  to  say,  that  we 
are  discharging  tiie  public  debt  too  rapidly. 
Many  deplore  that  it  is  nultlng  away  so  fiwt : 
and  although  it  has  not  been  openly  avowed 
that  a  public  debt  is  a  pnblio  blemng,  yet  sneh 
is  the  necessary  tendeiu^  of  the  remwa  which 
we  o^u  hear.  Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  the 
House  to  recur  to  the  past  history  of  the  eoun-  * 
try.  What  was  the  amount  of  onr  debt  before 
the  late  war  t  It  had  been  so  much  reduced 
that  a  very  wise  and  a  very  great  statesman  felt 
himself  at  a  loss  to  know  how  our  surplus  rev- 
enue could  be  expended,  after  the  debt  shoold 
be  entirely  extinguished.  To  accomplish  this 
parpose  amendnmits  to  the  constitution  were 
recommended.  But  war  came,  and  in  less  than 
three  years,  the  publio  debt  Increased  from  forty- 
five  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dM- 
lars.  It  was  a  maidm  ttf  the  Father  of  his  eonii* 
try,  that,  in  peace,  it  was  our  dnty  to  prepare 
for  war.  How  can  we  better  prepare,  than  Xty 
paying  our  debts  t  Aooording  to  Uie  system 
which  has  been  pnrsoed  byutis  Government 
from  Its  (»igin,  we  have,  oompvatively  speak- 
ing, no  resource  left,  in  time  of  war,  but  a  re- 
sort to  loans.  They  and  they  alone  must  sup- 
port onr  credit  in  the  day  of  trial ;  and  yet  this 
resource  had  nearly  been  exhausted  before  the 
dose  of  the  last  war.  What  has  once  been, 
exporieuoe  teaches  ue  may  be  again.  A  war, 
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1^  ii^nrlQg  oior  foreign  trade,  would  cot  off 
many  of  ihe  sonrces  of  our  revenuei,  and  we 
shoidd  be  compelled  again  immediately  to  resort 
to  loana,  I  wish,  then,  if  possible,  to  be  olear 
ofdebt,  when  another  war  shall  commeoce.  Our 
debt,  rednced  as  it  has  been,  is  still  much  larger 
than  it  was  at  the  declaration  of  the  late  war. 
A  future  war  would,  in  a  very  few  years,  rtuse 
it  higher  than  it  erw  has  been.  I  am,  there- 
five,  In  &Tor  of  htubaading  all  onr  refloorcea, 
and  applying  the  whole  sarplus,  not  absolutely 
necessary  for  other  objects,  to  the  extingoisfa- 
ment  of  the  national  debt  If,  therefore,  we 
shall  pass  the  resolution,  I  trust  that  this  ol^ect 
will  staud  in  the  front  rank. 

I  know  that  the  process  of  extinguishing  the 
debt  has  been  rapidly  advanciug  for  several 
years,  and  I  do  not  complun  that  the  present 
Admhiistration  have  not  fairly  applied  the  sink- 
ing fond  to  this  purpose.  Although  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  their  fnend,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
admit,  they  have  gone  on  to  carry  into  effect 
the  law  creating  that  fund,  which  was  so  wisely 
flnaoted  by  onr  predeotewrs.  This  rapid  ex- 
tingnishment  of  the  jmbUc  debt  has  been  pro- 
dnoUve  of  much  good  to  the  country.  Among 
o^er  benefits  it  has  essentially  promoted  do- 
mestic manufactures,  by  farcing  capital  into 
that  channel  of  bnuness,  which  would  never 
have  been  thus  employed,  could  it  have  re- 
mained in  the  pnblio  stock.  I  shall  vote  for  no 
amendment  which  shall  not  embrace,  in  dis- 
tinct terms,  the  position  that  the  public  debt 
ought  to  be  extinguished  as  speedily  as  possible. 

If  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina  (Mr. 
OcLFKPEB)had  reasoned  upon  tibe  fact  which 
he  stated,  and  had  drawn  the  Hair  deduction 
from  it,  he  would,  I  think,  feel  the  foroe  of  the 
runaxka  which  I  intend  to  make.  He  says  that 
but  oae  Inll  baa  passed  into  a  law  during 
the  present  aeasiou,  and  that  tme  is  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Congress. 
I  would  ask  trtat  gentleman,  why  is  this  the 
case  I  Why  has  not  more  business  been  done  t 
H  he  had  asked  himself  these  questions,  he 
would  probably  have  disoovered  the  true  origin 
of  my  remarks.  I  wish  to  speak  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  members  of  thia  House,  when 
I  say  it  is  my  desire,  by  reducing  our  wages,  to 
niake  it  our  interrat,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  do 
the  business  of  the  country  as  it  arises,  and  go 
home  as  soon  as  poasitile.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
in  a  hurry — I  do  not  wish  to  act  without  due 
ddibwation ;  and  yet,  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
imbUo  badness  mimt  be  better  transacted  than 
It  is  at  present,  in  little  more  than  half  the  pe- 
riod of  onr  long  sessions.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  "  on  aged  gentleman ; "  but  yet,  upon  this 
mlgeot,  I  can  speak  in  the  langu&ge  of  expe- 
rience, and  am  glad  that  there  are  many  ^n- 
tiemen  around  me  who  can  correct  me  if  I 
should  fall  into  error.  I  would  ask,  what  has 
been  the  course  of  legislation  which  we  have 
heretofore  pursued  (  Wbat  have  we  done 
during  the  first  half  of  every  long  session  ?  I 
answer,  comparaUvely  nothing.  The  faot  stated 
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by  the  gentleman  from  Nortii  Carolina,  (Ur. 
CuLPBPES,)  in  regard  to  the  buoness  wbidi  has 
been  transacted  during  the  present  eemoa,  is 
substantially  true  of  those  that  are  past.  But 
I  do  not  complmn  of  the  waste  o(  time  altme. 
The  necessary  consequence  this  mattneral 
proceeding  is  to  foroe  the  whole  bunness  Of  the 
session  in  a  solid  mass  upon  the  Honao  near  hi 
dose.  Then  we  have  so  much  to  do  that  we 
oando  notbiiwwelL-  There  is  ndther  time  nor 
opportunity  for  inveatigaticoL ;  and  mewnres 
are  adopted,  the  natnre  and  duraeter  of  wbaA 
cannot  be  understood  by  the  House.  Imme- 
diately before  the  close  of  the  session,  we  ase 
employed  in  passing  bills  until  13, 1,  S,  and  i 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  have  been  apcm  tfab 
floor  at  a  late  period  of  the  night,  when  im- 
portant amendments  were  arriving  eT«r7  few 
minntes  from  the  Senate,  which  were  adopted, 
when,  I  believe,  there  were  not  more  than 
thirty  or  forty  members  present.  I  do  .know 
that  it  was  then  in  the  power  of  any  in- 
dividual, by  merely  calUng  for  «  divisKm,  to 
defeat  any  of  these  measures.  This  would  han 
famished  official  information  to  the  Speaker 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  and  tbm  no 
business  could  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  MrroRKLL,  of  Tennessee,  aaid,  I  dtaB 
vote  for  the  resolution.  It  was  with  pain  1 
8&W  the  apparent  laugh  and  amusement  which 
the  resolution,  and  the  remarks  which  accom- 
panied it,  afforded  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  House.  Their  feelings  towards  a  new  man- 
her  most  be  very  different  from  mine.  I  view 
such  a  member  as  coming  fresh  from  tJie  peo- 
ple, and,  therefOTe,  not  long  enough  here  to  be 
contaminated  by  bad  prin^i^es,  or  evil  exam- 
ple. He  is  frean  from  the  oven  of  public  t^an- 
lon ;  Andjje  sudi,  bearing  the  im^ess  ot  the 
people.  The  gentleman  mnn  ^ntmd?  ^>e^ 
I  do  not  doubt,  tiie  sentiments  of  sevoi-eigfaths 
of  the  honest  and  int^igent  people  wbcxn  we 
represent.  What  he  speua  is  not  lus  own  lan- 
guage ;  it  is  the  language  of  the  people.  And 
while  I  listened  to  nim,  I  felt  an  emotion  of 
shame  that  I  should,  in  any  dwree,  doring  the 
little  time  I  have  been  here,  have  weakened 
my  feeling  of  reverence  for  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  will  of  my  constituents.  The  constitn- 
tion  itaelf^  by  appointiDg  a  periodioal  term  for 
our  service  here,  reminds  us  of  the  wineipls 
that  the  representaives  in  tins  hall  on^t,  firon 
period  to  period,  to  come  fresh  from  4^  peo- 
ple, reflecting  tiieir  aentlmenti^  and  Mfomag 
their  ' language.  And,  he  who  disrenards 
this  principle,  will  most  certainly  fall  a  victan 
to  his  own  folly ;  and,  in  saying  this,  I  do  not 
speak  the  dreams  of  ima^atron,  bat  the  laa- 
goage  of  fact.  It  has  been  said,  in  this  diaciK^ 
sion,  that  we  have  the  cheapest  Government 
on  earth.  Have  we,  art  I  can  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  one  which  has  ontlired  all 
the  republics  of  the  world — of  Ath«is,  of  Spar- 
ta, ana  all  the  other  republics  f>f  Greece.  There 
is  not  one  among  them  all  which  is  eqoal  in  this 
reqteot  to  the  Uttle  r^ubUo  of  Sw  Knina^ 
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vhioh  has  endared  now  for  foarteen  bQDdred 
years.  60  long,  ur,  as  a  republic  oontinuos 
simple,  its  €k>Temment  cheap,  and  its  people 
virtuons,  it  will  perpetnate  their  happiness; 
but  OS  soon  as  the  Government  becomes  splen- 
did, and  its  officers  grow  into  rulers,  it  will 
surely  be  of  short  conUnaanoe.  Now,  sir,  what 
is  the  present  situation  of  this  cheap  Govem- 
ment?  Why,  sir,  would  it  be  believed  that  the 
number  of  persona  aotaally  engaged  in  it 
amounts  to  double  the  number  of  our  military 
force  ?  Yet  such  is  the  fact  at  this  moment 
The  number  of  officers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  this  Government^  civil  and  military, 
amM>unt  to  no  leas  than  nine  thoosaod.  Oau 
they  all  be  really  uaeftdf  No,  sir,  it  is  impos- , 
inble.  I  have  been  informed,  said  Ur.  IL,  and 
believe,  that,  in  Uie  Ordnance  Department,  the 
disbursement  of  about  three  hundred  thoasand 
dollars  costs  the  Government  nearly  seventy 
thousand.  Sir,  in  this  there  must  be  something 
wrong.  There  most  be  something  rotten  in 
Denmark. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  on^ht  to  have  poioted  out  the  par- 
ticular mischief  which  he  wished  to  remedy. 
But  this  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  individusJ, 
nuless  he  cob  devote  the  whole  of ^jhis  time  to 
the  int^airy.  And  I  therefore  hope  this  resoln- 
tion  wilt  not  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  ICeans,  but  will  be  confided  to  a  Select 
Committee,  who  may  be  employed  ex<dc^vehr 
in  this  investigation.  And  I  have  enUre  oonfi- 
dence  in  the  discretion  of  the  Chair,  that  such 
members  only  will  be  put  upon  it,  as  are  not 
already  burdened.  I  hope  they  will  go  iuto 
the  numerous  departments,  and  search  every 
thing  to  the  bottom.  I  repeat,  there  are  now 
9,338  persons  employed  in  these  various  depart- 
ments. Sir,  is  this  like  a  Repnblic  ?  It  is  like 
any  thing  else  in  the  world.  Within  the  small 
neriod  I  have  eqjoyed  a  seat  on  this  floor,  I 
nave  witoeaaed  a  very  strong  deidre  to  multiply 
offlcws,  but  no  movement  oi  reform.  It  has 
been  said  by  a  gentleman  more  aged  in  ezpe- 
rlence  tiian  I,  (Mr.  Bakdolpo,)  th^  is  not 
the  accepted  time.  Sir,-  I  cannot  agree  with 
that  gentleman.  It  is  always  the  Urae  to  do 
good.  Now  is  the  accepted  time.  A  continual 
drip  will  at  length  wear  a  hcAn  in  a  stone,  and 
so  will  continual  perseverance,  in  attempting 
retrenchment,  eventually  succeed ;  and  I  have 
been  delighted  to  see,  in  so  many  members  of 
this  House,  a  disposition  to  carry  forth  this 
measure  to  the  good  of  the  conntry.  Look, 
sir,  at  the  vast  expenditure  of  this  Government, 
and  compare  that  expenditure  with  the  simple 
form  of  the  Government  itself.  This,  dr,  is  ue 
true  principle  of  comparison,  and  not  to  com- 
pare our  ez^nses  with  the  expenses  of  Eoff- 
land,  of  Buasia,  of  Austria,  or  of  France.  Sa^ 
a  comparison  is  manifestly  unjust  Oar  own 
Government  stands  alone,  and  the  parallel  will 
not  apply.  When  we  look  at  the  simplicity  of 
its  machinery,  we  shall  find  the  Government 
of  Greftt  Britam  a  very  nnfiaithfal  monitor.  It 
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will  be  worse  if  we  go  to  that  of  Bnsna,  and  it 
will  not  be  better  if  we  look  at  any  Kingly 
Government  whatever.  How  many  new  offices 
have  been  created  since  the  days  of  our  pros- 
perity i  And  when  I  speak  of  the  days  of  pros- 
perity in  this  Republic,  I  refer  to  the  first  days 
of  Hr.  Jefilerson's  Administration.  Those  were 
the  days  of  its  glory.  The  Republic  has  been 
deteriorating  ever  since,  and  will  soon  slide, 
unless  carefully  restrained,  into  the  ocean  of 
profligacy.  The  gentleman  told  us  that  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  did  not  con- 
fine its  benefits  to  the  sons  of  the  well  bom, 
and  the  rich.  But,  sir,  I  ask  what  orphan  sou 
of  a  widowed  motbu*  is  ever  recommended  to 
that  institntifm?  No,  sir;  we  recommend  a 
boy  whose  fiuher  is  abundantly  aUe  to  ednoate 
him,  and  we  do  it  beoanse  taat  &ther  is  also 
able  to  aid  us  in  our  election  to  this  House. 
The  gentleman  says  the  school  is  conducted 
wiUi  the  greatest  BepubUean  sunpUcity.  Sir, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  idea  the-gentlemaa 
att&Dhes  to  those  terms.  If  ever  there  was  a 
monarchical  institution  on  the  fuse  of  the  earth, 
the  military  school  of  Prance  not  excepted,  this 
certainly  is  one.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  the  very  crea- 
tares  of  royalty.  But  we  have  been  told  that 
we  most  not  stop  here ;  that  we  must  have  a 
naval  institution  also,  in  which  young  men 
from  the  first  circles  may  receive  their  ednoap* 
tion  also,  at  the  public  expense;  and  I  veutnre 
to  say,  when  tney  have  got  it,  tiiey  will  be 
morS  useless,  if  posnble,  than  b«ore.  But  it 
is  with  these  that  our  navy  is  to  be  filled. 
Then,  to  crown  all,  we  are  to  have  a  national 
university,  intended,  no  doubtj  to  prepare 
young  men  for  filling  seats  on  this  fioor:  then, 
sir,  things  will  be  going  on  beaatifally, 
and  the  poor  people  will  be  run  down  under 
our  feet.  God  save  me  and  my  posterity 
from  any  such  Republican  instltntions.  Sir, 
we  are  misled  by  names.  A  spade  Is  not  called 
a  spade.  We  call  these  B^blican  institii- 
^ODs.  But  I  say,  let  the  States  edacate  th^ 
own  sons.  Let  us  have  that  cradle  whidi 
brought  forth  a  WashiDctiHi  and  a  Jackson,  to 
bless  their  conntry.  When,  dr,  did  gent^ity 
do  any  thing  for  the  public  good  ?  When  did 
pomp  and  show  prolout  the  date  of  a  Reijub- 
licf  Remember  how  Thebes  mooldered  into 
rains  when  her  people  sought  to  outvie  the  Per- 
sians. Remember  what  became  of  Sparta  when 
she  forgot  the  simple  laws  of  Lycurgns.  So 
will  this  Government  crumble  into  ruin,  before 
twenty  years,  unless  we  stop  the  wheels  of  its 
downward  coarse  in  profiigaoy  and  extrava- 
gance. We  come  from  our  nomes,  many  of  us 
at  least,  poor  and  pennileaa— we  look  at  the 
magnificence  of  thia  Hall — ^wa  learn  to  attend 
iQKm  lereea,  and  to  Jwv  to  those  who  are  in 
fact  oor  aervants,  ud  we  soon  disdain  to  own 
that  we  were  poor.  We  are  dressed  at  the 
public  expense,  and  soon  cut  a  fine  figure,  but 
this  coarse  will  soon  destroy  ns  onless  we  stop 
midway  in  oar  mad  career. 
Mr.  Dakul,  of  Kei^od^,  said :  the  adi^ 
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tion  of  this  measare  wordd.  in  his  opioion, 
prodace  mneh  good.  It  would  eet  on  loot  an 
Inqairy  whether  the  public  expenditures  are  not 
exorbitant,  and  ought  not  to  t>e  reduced.  In 
any  general  attempt  to  reduce  the  public  ex- 
penditures, it  was  nighly  expedient  that  Con- 
gress Bhoold  set  the  example.  Let  us  (said  he) 
begin  by  redadng  our  own  compensation,  and 
tiwii  other  paldio  officers  wiU  have  no  reasonar 
ble  gronnd  of  oomidahit  if  we  should  reduce 
their  salaries,  which  measure  might  otherwise 
be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  us.  It  is  my 
opinion,  that,  wi^  proper  prudence  and  econ- 
omy, a  man  may  l>e  paid  for  his  services,  and 
Uve  very  well  on  six  dollars  per  day;  and 
when  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  two  dol- 
lars saving  per  day  is  not  worthy  of  the  delib- 
erate consideration  of  such  a  dignified  body  as 
Oongress,  tbey  ought  to  consider  that  the  sav- 
ing a£  two  dollars  per  day  on  the  pay  of  each 
member  would  amount  to  hundreds  of  doll  are 
per  day :  and  toe  the  nnmlw  of  di^  in  each 
wariMi,  would  amount  to  an  immenBe  saving. 
Sooh  voidd  be  the  tSteiA  of  reducing  the  pay 
of  mMttbera  frMu  dtdlars  per  day,  to  six, 
or  five,  or  four  dolivs  per  day ;  and  members 
might  live  oomfbrtab^  for  less  than  the  latter 
■um,  the  expenses  of  living  in  this  dty  being 
nothing  like  what  he  anticipated  and  expected 
when  he  left  home. 

In  our  own  State,  where  the  members  of  the 
legislature  receive  two  dollars  per  daj'  for 
their  services,  they  live  well  during  the  annual 
session,  and  return  home,  at  the  end  of  it,  with 
SO  or  60  dollars  in  ibsit  pocket,  Ac  Anotiier 
reason  which  induced  Ur.  D.  to  ftvor  a  reduc- 
tion of  tlie  pnfcGo  espenditnres  was,  that  it  was 
iwopoaed  to  increase  the  duties  on  woollen 
goods.  Ac,  to  Euch  an  extent  as  to  operate  as  a 
prohibition  on  their  importation,  the  conse- 

Saence  of  which  would  he,  that  the  people  must 
e  taxed,  by  a  direct  tax,  for  the  support  of  this 
Clovernment :  and  gentlemen,  who  were  in  favor 
of  what  was  called  the  tariff  principle,  ought 
to  consider,  if  they  meant  to  press  that  meas- 
ure, tliat  it  was  indispensable  that  the  expenses 
<tf  the  GovMnment  sbonld  be  retrenched.  To 
this,  he  presumed,  a  portion  of  the  public  offi- 
cers could  have  no  great  objections ;  and  es- 
pecially the  Secretary  <x(  the  Treasury,  who 
was  so  dedrouB  that  the  import  duties  on  oer- 
artkto  should  be  augmented. 


FuDXT,  January  26. 
Setrmehment. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Chil- 
ton. The  following  amendment,  moved  by 
)Cr.  Tatiab,  of  Kew  York,  being  under  eonsid- 
envtion: 

"  Retolwd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keans  be  iostnicted  to  inquire  into,  and  report  to 
this  House,  what  ofBcera,  hi  their  oiunion,  may  be 
most  advantageously  discontinued;  what  salaries 
will  reasonably  bear  reduedon;  and  such  othst 


means  of  rettendmwnt  as  to  tbem  nay  be  matm- 
eary. 

Mr.  FtOTO,  of  Va.,  said  that  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because,  in  his  judgment,  it 
was  not  likely  to  result  in  any  thing  beneficial 
either  here  or  elsewhere.  It  amounts  in  sub- 
stance to  this,  that  a  committee  shaD  be  direct- 
ed to  tell  ^is  House  that  which  tbe^  obcady 
perfocUy  know— that  there  is  prodigality  and 
waste  in  the  expenditures  of  this  Goverammt; 
uid  becwiae  that  very  thing  on  which  the 
whole  nation  has  so  long  felt  tiie  greatest  anx- 
iety, is,  by  this  amendment,  to  be  stricken  oat 
of  the  resolution.  I  mean,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  ex- 
pediency of  dischaiging,  as  speedily  as  poerable. 
the  national  debt.  Tbe  time  has  now  arriTed 
when  this  House  is  bound  to  do  something  de- 
cisive in  its  character.  Heretofore,  the  opera- 
tion of  this  Government  has  been,  in  a  great 
degree,  beyond  our  limits,  and  confined  to  ob- 
jects of  a  oonstitutional  character ;  but  now  a 
new  era  has  opoied  moa  us,  and  W6  are  abtmt 
to  feel  all  th<we  calamitous  oonaei^enoes  wfafdi 
its  measures  and  pcdii^  are  destined  to  iHing 
upon  the  people.  It  is  very  true  that  the  doc- 
trine advanced  under  the  elder  Adams,  tbat  a 
national  debt  is  a  national  blessing,  has  not 
now  been  distinctly  avowed;  but  the  same 
doctrine  b  substantially  advanced  in  a  different 
shape.  We  have  been  told  that  a  national  debt 
;  for  which  stock  is  issued  by  the  Government, 
is  benefia&l  and  desirable,  because  it  enables 
capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  the  United 
States  securities,  and  then,  if  death  overtakes 
them,  a  permanent  provision  is  made  for  th«r 
wives  and  families.  The  interest  on  their  in- 
vestment, though  not,  peib^M,  so  great  as  that 
arising  from  outer  stocks,  is  sore,  and  can  be 
recei^  with  oert^ty,  bong  free  frnn  a& 
those  risks  and  changes  which  arise  fnm  tbe 
inalconduct  of  Bank  Directors,  and  other  con- 
tingencies to  which  it  would  be  liable,  if  in- 
vested either  in  commerce,  or  In  the  stork  ol 
turnpike  roads,  steamboats,  canals,  which 
seem  to  be  the  mania  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Stkwabt  rose  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Buchaxait,)  and  the 
gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bakdolph  and 
Mr.  Ftx)TD,)  who  had  spoken  against  tbe  reeolu- 
tion.  Theobjectof thisresolntionistoinstitiite 
an  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  abosea  eztrt  in 
tlie  public  expraditures ;  whethertbereareany 
unnecessary  offices  and  salaries :  and  whether 
retrenchment  may  not  be  beneficially  resorted 
to.  Fw  his  own  part  he  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  the  resolution.  Let  the  doors  of  inquiry  be 
thrown  wide  open ;  let  every  one  enter  and  see 
for  himself.  He  would  vote  for  it,  whether  re- 
ferred to  a  Standing  or  a  Select  Committee ;  or 
whether  the  amendment  now  propoeed  was 
adopted  or  not ;  he  would  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, becanse  the  preamble  propoeed  to  be 
stricken  out,  seemed  to  him  to  contain  an  as- 
sumption of  the  very  facts  which  it  was  the 
end  and  object  of  the  proposed  inqoity  to  as- 
certain. Hr.  B.  was  decidedly  in  &vor  of  eveij 
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inquiry  into  sDi^Kwed  abnaes;  and,  if  fonnd  to  ex- 
ist, be  wonld  go  with  him  who  dares  go  fiuthest 
in  l^>|d7inff  the  oorreotlre.  The  gentleman 
who  introduced  this  proposition,  who  comes 
immediately  from  the  people,  aod  ftom  a 
highir  ezcit^ed  political  contest,  tells  ns,  what 
is  nndonbtedlj  tnie,  that  the  public  mind  is  ex- 
cited on  this  snbjeot;  that  the  people  believe 
the  GoTerument  has  become  wasteful  and  prod- 

r',  that  abuses  exist,  of  the  most  alarming 
racter:  and  so  strong  was  the  popular  senti- 
ment  on  this  subject,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  a  pledge  to  his  constituents,  before  he  left 
them,  to  bring  this  subject  immediately  before 
the  Honse— it  was  then,  in  his  Judgmrat,  alike 
doe  to  public  opinion,  and  to  the  oliaraeter  of 
the  Govemmoit,  that  this  inquiry  shoold  be 
promptly  instituted.  If  the  alleged  abnaes 
exist,  let  them  be  eroosed  and  remedied.  If 
not,  let  these  clamors  he  silenced  by  the  report 
of  a  oommittee  of  this  Uoose— 4et  the  public 
ear  be  diaaboBed  and  the  publio  mind  pot  at 
rest. 

If  abuses  exist ;  if  there  are  too  many  offices; 
if  salaries  are  too  high  or  too  numerous ;  if  the 
public  money  is  wastefuUy  and  prodigally  ex- 
pended— wliere  is  the  fault  ?  At  whose  door 
lies  the  sin  of  these  offences  ?  The  fault  is  in 
this  Ilouse,  sir.  We  hold  the  purse  strings  of 
the  nation,  and  we  are  responsible,  and  we  will 
he  held  tesponrible,  if  we  apply  not  the  remedy 
promptly  and  effldently.  Public  offices  were 
not  obIj  co-eated,  but  the  salaries  fixed,  and 
their  payment  annually  provided  for,  by  law. 
Every  appropriation  of  money  for  every  object 
of  expenditure,  down  to  the  lowest  derki^ip 
in  the  Departments,  had  to  pass  under  the  no- 
tice and  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  afterwards  of  this 
House.  He  therefore  hoped  the  inquiry  wonld 
go  on — ^its  postponement  wonld  be  a  disregard 
of  public  duty  on  the  part  of  those  who  be- 
lieved in  &e  existence  of  the  evils  and  abuses 
oopi|dained  of.  His  colleague  had  said,  that 
he  oonddered  it  too  late  in  the  sesdon ;  that 
half  the  session  had  now  gone  by.  If  half  the 
session  were  gone — what  have  we  dom?  It 
had  been  sud,  and  said  truly,  that  but  one  hill 
had  yet  become  a  law,  and  that  was  topro- 
Tide  for  the  payment  of  onr  own  wages  I  What 
would  become  of  the  tariff  if  half  the  session 
was  gone,  and  no  bill  yet  reported  to  the 
House  ?  Bat,  for  ime,  if  abases  existed,  as  had 
hwa.  alleged,  he  would  stay  here  (however  re- 
luctant) till  midsummer,  if  necessary,  to  expose 
and  correct  them,  and  fulfil  the  other  dnties 
which  we  owe  to  the  ooautry  and  onr  conatit- 
nents.  Bnt,  gentlemea  a^  we  most  go  to 
W(^"syatemalieaUy;"  let  each  individual  go 
to  wwk  and  ferret  out  abnses  and  expose  than. 
Expose  them  where  t  In  the  pnbUc  prints  1 
For  what  purpose,  and  with  what  view  ?  This 
could  lead  to  no  practical  reealt.  No,  let  the 
resolution  be  adopted,  let  the  subject  be  refer- 
red to  a  oommittee  of  this  House ;  if  abnses  ex- 
ist, let  them  report  a  bill  for  their  correction ; 


[H.OVB. 

if  aoL  let  the  fact  be  stated,  and  let  the  tongae 
of  misrepresentatim^be  rilmced;  let  the  in- 
jurious reports  now  abroad  upon  tiie  wind,  and 
wafted  to  the  remotest  parts  of  onr  country,  be 
exposed  to  merited  reprobation.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  says,  we 
will,  by  adopting  the  resolution,  send  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  not  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery,  bnt  of  "  uudiscovery ;"  this  consti- 
tated  no  objection  to  the  measure.  The  gentle- 
man had  alleged  the  existence  of  many  and 
great  abuses.  If  so,  does  the  gentleman  doubt 
the  ability  or  disposition  of  the  able  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ferr^ 
oat  and  ezpoee  themt  He  {ffesnioed  not 
This  duty  is  imposed  <hi  the  Oommittee  <^ 
W^  and  Means,  by  Hie  rules  of  the  House;  it 
was  s  duty  for  wmoh  they  were  partioulvly 
qualified,  by  their  familiarity  with  the  whole 
range  of  ^oblio  expenditures  constantly  present' 
ed  to  their  view.  He  would  be  fsM  to  see  an 
annual  report  from  that  committee,  preeenting, 
in  one  clear  and  comprehencive  view  to  the 
country,  an  exhibit  of  all  the  expenditures 
the  several  Departments  of  Oovemment,  civil, 
military,  commercial — with  the  condderations 
which  recommend  their  continuance  or  dis- 
continuance: thus  public  attention  would  be 
attracted  to  abases  tf  they  existed,  and,  if  not, 
misrepresentalion  and  unfounded  oosnplainta 
wotda  be  ailenoed. 

Mr.  Bt  AKB  said :  Mr.  Spea^,  the  question  li 
not  whether  the  national  debt  Bhoold  be  extin- 
guished, but  whether  the  presmt  Administration 
is  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  one  or  not.  Be- 
fore I  left  my  constituents,  to  discharge  the  du^ 
they  had  been  pleased  to  asdgn  me  in  wis  House, 
I  had  beard  repeatedly  ood  frequently  that  the 
patronage  of  tne  Administration  had  become 
alarmingly  extenEuve — that  tiie  officers  in  va^ 
rions  Departments  onder  tiiem  received  hif^er 
salaries  than  their  servioes  entitied  them  to,  and 
that  the  disbursements  of  the  pnblio  money 
were  prodig^  and  menacing  to  the  libMty  vi  tiie 
country.  These  oomplunts  were  not  mada 
generally  witJiont  assigning  a  respon^lnUty,  but 
they  were  all  charged  upon  the  Adminisb«tion ; 
they  helped  to  swell  the  catalogue  t^minepre- 
aentation  and  comi^unt  against  the  vrtmat 
incumbents  in  the  high  offices  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Those  distinguished  individuals  wen 
represented  as  setting  an  example  of  extrava* 
gance,  of  nourishing  and  extending  the  evil  to 
the  community  aronnd  them  at  the  pnblio  ex- 
pense ;  and  their  conduct  generally,  it  was  em- 
phatically sfud,  was  incompatible  with  the  true 
character  of  a  Bepnblio,  suatuning  and  reoom- 
mendiuK  the  notion  that  this  Government 
should  be  splen^  and  |mrftas»  Uke  the  <dd 
Governments  of  the  other  boniq^here.  That 
the  gentleman  ftrom  Eentndqf  faw  introduced 
his  resolution,  and  presented  the  subject  snioaa* 
ly  before  the  House,  is  therefore  matter  for  re- 
joicing. I  shall  support  an  inquiry  into  these 
charges  most  willingly.  Let  the  resolution  bt 
adopted,  let  the  investigation  be  j^rooeeded  iui 
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and  poshed  thoroughly — ^let  the  gentleman  and 
tiiOBO  who  may  be  assi^ed  to  aid  him,  have 
every  assistance  from  this  House,  so  that  the  in- 
qniry  may  be  conducted  to  Hxe  greatest  advan- 
tage. If  it  be  the  fact,  that  this  is  such  a 
wicked  and  unprincipled  Administration  aa  it 
is  represented,  let  that  fact  be  mode  appearand 
reported  to  us,  and  let  every  member  of  it 
tremble  for  the  consequences  that  will  await 
him  from  a  betrayed  and  indignant  jpeople. 
But  if  It  be  mere  fiction,  originating  in  the 
heated  minds  of  political  zealots,  let  that  fact 
^Bo  appear,  and  let  a  generous  aclcnowledgment 
be  made.  And,  sir,  I  trust  that  there  is  in  tiiis 
House  a  sense  of  ^neroeity,  a  spirit  of  (^ival^, 
vhidi  under  all  ourcumstanoes,  will  support  its 
honor,  and  induce  it  to  redress  the  calumniated 
and  the  injured.  Sir,  I  cannot  vote  for  all  the 
nsolutions  offered  by  the  gentlemau  from  £en- 
tDoky,  but  for  that  one  which  is  retained  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  which  contemplates  an  inquiry 
whether  any  retrenchment  be  neceseary  or  not 
The  other  resolutions  which  precede  it.,  state  it 
as  a  fact  that  abuses  do  exist,  andlamunwilluur 
to  sanction  such  an  admission  by  my  vote,  until 
I  have  some  evidence  that  they  do  exist.  So 
ftr  as  he  contemvlatea  an  inquiiy,  I  will  go  with 
the  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  but  I  cannot 
admit  any  loose  and  unsupported  charges ;  nor 
am  I  as  yet  prepared  to  say  that  retrenchment 
U  necessary — that  the  salaries  of  officers  are 
exorbitant,  and  that  abuses  exist  in  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money.  Sir,  we  were  told 
yesterday  about  the  West  Point  Academy,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  supported  was 
a  reflection  on  the  present  Adminiatratiou.  It 
is  true  that  the  Administration  has  sustmned 
and  nourished  that  Institution.  And  why  so  ? 
IHd  the  Institution  ori^ate  with  the  present 
Administration  T  No,  sir.  It  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  illustrious  Washington,  so  frequently 
and  deservedly  called  the  Fautw  of  his  Country, 
was  established  by  Congress  in  the  secraid  year 
<tf  the  administration  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  and, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  protected  and 
cherished  by  every  Administration.  If  it  be 
an  improper  establishment,  and  one  calculated 
to  undermine  the  political  institutions  of  the 
oonntry,  let  not  the  blame  be  attributed  to  the 
present  Administration,  hot  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  it.  We  are  told  by  the  gentlemau 
from  Tennessee.  (Mr.  MiTcnBLL,)thatitisaplace 
for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  rich  men,  and 
that  the  sons  of  poor  men  do  not  participate  in 
its  Iwiefits.  Since  the  remark  was  made  by 
the  gentieman,  I  have  inquired  particularly  into 
the  nets,  and  I  have  learnt  enou^  to  satisfy 
me  that  tJie  gentleman  has  been  miunformed — 
that  he  is  mistaken — ^that  the  appointments  are 
distributed  without  regard  to  the  pecuniary  dr- 
onmstanoes  of  the  parent  of  the  applicu[it^that 
the  sons  of  tlie  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  have 
received  them — that  it  is  enough  to  know  that 
the  youthful  candidate  is  one  of  promise,  and 
that  the  district  in  which  he  resides  has  not  re- 


o^ved  its  fldl  complement ;  and  these  frds  be- 
ing established,  the  Secretary  appmnts  witfuiit 
regard  to  the  exploded  qoa^eation  iA  baSj 
rank. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  thati 
general  retrenchment  is  absolutely  necesBSiy— 
that  there  are  more  officers  employed  here  dm 
are  required  by  the  public  interest  If  eoch 
was  the  case,  I  am  IncUned  to  believe  that  the 
distinguished  individuals  at  the  head  of  tbe 
Government,  would  have  recommended  tbe 
measure.  My  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  )> 
very  difibrent  from  that  which  the  honorable 
genUeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Floyd)  appetnto 
entertain  of  them.  I  believe  them  to  be  si 
intelligent,  as  hones^  as  patriotic,  as  any  sAd 
men  the  head  of  any  Government  in  Ha 
world,  and  tlut  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  that 
they  are  our  countrymen,  and  have  been  placed 
atthehehn.  If  justice  should  not  be  d<aie  them 
now,  posterity  will  do  them  justice ;  but  I  hope, 
and  trust,  and  believe,  that  the  present  age  vill 
do  them  Justice,  notwithstanding  the  many  pre- 
dictions and  appearances  to  the  contraiy ;  and, 
sir,  as  it  relates  to  my  humble  fortnqea,  I  ttua- 
fuUy  and  feariessly  peril  them  in  the  sum 
barque,  and  am  wiUmg  to  rink  or  swim  litii 
the  cause  of  the  present  Adminiatra&m. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  said  he  owed  it  to  the 
subject  to  express  his  satisfaction  that  tlui 
matter  had  been  introduced  into  the  House ; 
and,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  may  be  permitted,  1  itape, 
to  congratulate  the  country  on  the  ausjncioM 
prospects  which  now  appear  to  attend  the  pro- 

SDsed  inquiry.  So  long  ago,  sir,  as  tbe  I8tn  of 
[ay,  1820, 1  presented  to  the  Honse  a  propoa- 
tion  having  in  view  the  same  object  with  thit 
avowed  by  tbe  gentlemau  from  Kentucky,  Qli. 
Chilton.)  A  reference  to  the  Journal  of  thtt 
day  will  show  a  proposition  introduced  by  tot, 
to  amend  the  rubs  of  the  HoasB,  so  as  to  rvai 
a  standing  committee  on  retrenchment,  wboai 
express  duty  it  dundd  be  to  examine  hito  tbe 
mode  and  manner  in  which  btuinesB  was  tnu- 
acted  in  the  Tarions  pnUio  offices,  to  meertm 
any  abuses  that  existed,  and  suggeet  the  proper 
remedies,  and  propose  measures  ealculsted  to 
promote  economy  in  the  transaction  of  paUie 
affaim  The  proposition  met  with  littie  fsvor 
then,  and  I  was  unable  to  get  it  off  from  tbe 
table.  I  am  glad  to  see  many  gentlemen,  from 
whom  I  then  received  neither  aid  nor  oouale- 
nance,  anxious  to  promote  the  measure  now.  I 
then  preferred  a  general  Standing  Committee, 
because,  in  looking  over  tiie  duties  assigned  to 
the  viunons  committees  <rf  the  House,  I  wit 
afraid  that  tiiis,  as  I  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  important  su^eot  would  be  neglected  bj 
oomnuttees  charged  with  so  many  other  dvUes. 
At  l^e  last  session  of  Congress,  rir,  thinking 
that,  if  I  directed  my  efforts  to  one  «nde  snl^ 
ject,  I  might  be  more  successftil,  I  offered  e 
resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  contingent  fund  of  this  House.  In 
looking  over  the  it^ns  of  expenditure  ocHmected 
with  it,  I  th<Hight  many  of  them  extraT^ant 
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■od  nnoecessary,  oondnoing  more  to  the  cod- 
Tenience  of  members  than  to  the  advanoemeiit 
of  the  public  interest.  I  thought  retrenchment 
onght  to  be  made,  and  that  it  was  proper  the 
work  should  begin  here,  in  this  House.  This 
project  failed,  as  did  the  other.  I  am  really 
gratified  that  the  subject  is  now  here  under 
different  auspices,  and  that  the  present  pro- 
positioQ  meets  much  more  favor  uan  eitiier  of 
mine  did. 

I  have,  sir,  still  anoUier  oanse  to  congratiilate 
mjself  that  tills  snliject  is  introdnoaa  in  the 
House  at  tlus  time^  and  mider  the  present  aos- 

Slow.  The  present  Present  of  the  United 
tates  has  recommended  it  to  yonr  oonridera- 
lion  in  hts  two  last  messages.  This  shows  the 
subject  is  not  a  new  one,  brought  forward  for 
the  first  time  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
The  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  in 
December,  1828,  says :  "  It  is  well  for  us,  how- 
ever, to  be  admonished  of  the  necessity  of 
abiding  by  the  maxims  of  the  most  vigilant 
economy,  and  of  resorting  to  all  honorable  and 
naefal  expedients,  for  pnrsning,  with  steady 
and  inflmUe  perseverance,  the  total  discharge 
of  the  debt"  In  the  MMsue  of  December, 
1837,  he  says:  "  The  deep Bolicltnde fbit  by  all 
dassea  throoghout  the  Union,  for  the  total  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debt,  will  aj>ologize  for  the 
earnestness  with  which  I  deem  it  my  da^  to 
urge  topio  upon  the  oonsideration  of  Con- 
gress ;  of  recommending  to  them  again  the 
strictest  economy  in  the  application  (tf  the  pnh- 
Uc  funds." 

Sir,  "if  we  really  wish  to  retrench  the  public 
expenditures,  and  reform  existing  abnsM,  we 
have  reason  to  felicitate  ourselves  on  the  pros- 
pect of  doing  something ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
be  ntisfied  that  a  measure  whidi,  when  brought 
forward  by  me,  wholly  fiuled  to  find  fovor,  and 
which,  when  earnestly  and  repeatedly  recom- 
mended to  our  consideration  by-cnr  present  ex- 
cellent and  vigilant  Chief  Magistrate,  under  the 
ii^nnotions  of  the  constitution,  could  not  attract 
the  attention  of  the  House,  or  draw  out  one 
fi*iend  of  economy  and  reform  in  its  favor,  has 
now  drawn  to  its  support  the  aid  of  many  gen- 
tlemen, from  different  sides  of  the  House.  I 
hope  something  will  now  be  done.  I  have  sup* 
posed  that,  in  some  of  the  many  public  offices 
to  which  the  business  of  the  nation  is  con- 
signed, their  is  exta'avaganoes  and  abuses  that 
need  remedy ;  bat  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say,  I 
am  unable  to  aj  preoiaely  where  tiie  extrava- 
ganoe  or  the  abuses  can  be  found.  I  want  the 
subject  inquired  into  by  a  competent  oconmittee, 
and  fully  probed  to  the  bottom.  Oive  ns  in- 
formation and  light,  and  if  reform  be  needed, 
Irt  us  reform.  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  this 
duty  would  be  better  performed  by  the  able, 
experienced,  and  diligent  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  than  by  any  Select  Committee  which 
may  be  raised,  composed,  probably,  of  new 
members.  Gentlemen  must  be  more  fortunate 
than  X  have  been,  i^  in  visiting  the  offices  on 
bwhuaa,  they  can  find  their  way  through  the 


[H.  or  B. 

different  oflBcial  ramifications  of  the  offices; 
and  they  will,  I  fear,  make  slow  progress  in 
searching  for  abuses  where  they  are  ignorant 
of  the  routine  uf  bn^ness.  If  gentlemen  will 
advert  to  the  duties  devolved  by  the  rules  of 
the  House  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  will  find  that,  among  other  things, 
that  committee  is  reqnired  *'  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  public  debt,  of  the  revenue,  and  of 
the  expenditures,  and  to  report,  from  time  to 
time^  thrir  opinion  thereon;  and  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  pnUio  Departments, 
and  particularly  into  the  lawa  making  appro- 
priations of  moneys,  and  to  report  whmier  the 
moneys  have  been  disbursed  oonfDrmablv  witih 
those  laws ;  and  also,  to  report,  frtnu  time  to 
time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  De- 
partments, and  the  accountability  of  their 
officers."  This  committee,  then,  is  the  proper 
committee ;  its  members  are  familiar  with  the 
whole  subject,  many  of  them  are  old  members ; 
they  have  ton^  contemplated  the  whole  routine 
of  public  husiness  in  the  offices,  and  cui  act 
speedily  and  effioientiy.  They  know  where  to 
strike;  from  them  I  should  expect  sometlung; 
but  I  should  not  fed  the  same  confidence  in  a 
Select  Committee.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  ref- 
erence will  be  to  that  committee ;  but  if  that 
is  refused,  I  will  vote  for  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  it  has  become  f^ionable,  in  various 
parts  of  the  House,  for  gentlemen  to  rise  and 
to  proclaim  their  desire  to  do  the  public  bufaness 
and  go  home ;  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  this 
occasion,  lest  I  should  not  be  favored  with 
another,  to  say,  that  it  is  also  my  desire  to  do 
the  public  business  and  return  home,  I  am 
willing  to  engage  in  doing  the  public  bnnness, 
and  work  at  it,  and  when  donje,  to  go  home. 
But  I  am  not  wUliog  to  ao  home  before  we  have 
made  some  effort  to  do  tbepnblic  business,  even 
if  we  fiul  in  accompliding  it.  What  have  we 
done  ?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Bcohanah)  has  told  us  the  ses^oa  ia  half  over. 
We  have  passed  a  law  appropriating  money  to 

Eay  ourselves,  but  what  else  have  we  done  I 
et  gentlemen  examine  into  the  bunness  done, 
and  they  will  find  we  have  passed  no  other  act 
Let  us  not  go  home  and  leave  the  public  busi- 
ness, but  do  it,  and  then  talk  of  going  home. 
If  I  understand  the  gentleman  right  {^Q^  I  ^- 
waya  listen  to  him  with  pleasure,)  he  avowed 
himself  fovorable  to  retrenchment  and  reform, 
but  thought  it  not  the  accepted  time  to  engage 
in  that  work.  Why  is  it  not  the  accepted  time  ? 
If  I  seek  an  answer  in  tlie  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman, I  find  nothing  but  the  observations  al- 
luded to,  that  the  session  was  half  through,  and 
we  ought  to  do  tiie  public  business  and  go  home. 
Is  the  gentleman  content  that  we  infer  from 
this  that  retrenchment  and  reform  is  not  the 
public  business  ?  Surely  he  would  not  admit 
that  We  have  done  nothing — there  most  be 
some  public  bn^ess  done  before  we  go  home. 
What  arc  we  to  do  ?  This,  sir,  is  public  busi- 
neoo  let  ns  engage  in  it  Let  us  retrenolt— 
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ferret  out  abuses,  if  any  ezfet — and  refbna. 
The  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  is  no  Mend 
to  the  AdministratiiHi.  I  declare  I  am  a  friend 
to  the  Adminiatration ;  and  I  am  for  engaging 
In  thia  measare — which  has  been  repeatedly 
preased  npon  as  by  the  President — and  correct- 
ing any  abases  that  afaall  be  found  to  exist.  I 
will  go  with  the  gentleman  in  this  work.  Be- 
gin the  inquiry ;  and  if  we  are  unable  to  accom- 

Flish  onr  object  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
will  go  farther,  and  empower  the  committee 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  allow  them 
to  sit  here  daring  the  whole  recess  of  Congress, 
if  necessary,  Uiat  we  may  have  the  information 
at  the  commencement  ot  the  next  seasion  of 
Oongrees,  in  time  to  act  on  it  then.  Let  na  go 
to  work,  and  stack  to  it  from  morning  to  nigfat, 
and  try  to  do  some  of  the  bnnness  before  as. 

The  Chief  Magistrate  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election ;  the  people  should  be  informed  if 
these  charges  are  tme.  An  issao  is  mode  np 
and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  p&>ple, 
and  before  they  are  called  on  to  pronounce  the 
goilt  or  innocenee  of  this  officer,  they  should 
be  famished  with  the  evidence — all  the  evidence 
on  the  subject.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
entirely  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  supposes  the 
friends  ot  the  Admbustration  are  opposed  to 
reb^nohment,  and  to  the  redaction  of  tlie  pub- 
Ue  debt.  Sir  I  know  of  no  raoh  t^ipoutioii  of 
the  fHenda  rathe  Adminlatratlon.  No  one  has 
avowed  any  such  feelings.  The  supposition  is 
groundless,  altogether  gratuitous.  The  friends 
of  the  Adiulnistratioa  are  friendly  to  retrench- 
ment :  but  if  they  were  not,  if  any  friends  were 
opposed,  I  have  shown  in  the  extracts  I  have 
read,  that  the  Cabinet  and  Flreaident  are  in  ffr- 
Tor  of  both. 

Sir,  we  have  been  told  of  great  extravagances 
and  of  many  abuses — but  no  one  has  been 
^)ecified.  I  regret  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
Tell  us  where  the  abuses  are  to  be  found — what 
efflcera*  aalaiy  ahould  be  reduced.  Is  it  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General  t  Will  any  gentleman 
say  hb  aalary  is  too  great  a  compensation  for 
the  rarious  and  arduous  duties  devolved  npon 
him  {  If  he  does,  let  him  satisfy  me  of  the 
ibot,  and  I  will  unite  to  reduce  his  pay.  But 
how  can  the  Administration  be  chargeable  with 
waste  and  extravagance  f  They  can  expend  no 
money  except  on  the  appropriations  of  Congress; 
and  what  laws  have  we  passed,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  Administration,  to 
increase  expenditures  or  salaries,  except  that  of 
the  Postmaster  General!  I  recollect  none. 
If  then,  there  is  waste  and  profligacy,  and  ex- 
travagance, it  originates  and  continues  here. 
Point  out  the  extravsMut  olgect,  and  withhold 
the  appropriatitHi.  We  are  to  uame— we  hold 
tide  purse  strings  <tf  the  nation,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  surrender  them,  and  we  can  close 
ana  open  the  purse  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman 
from  Vii^nia,  (Hr.  Flotd,)  speaks  of  visionary 
and  extravagant  projects,  Does  he  rank 
among  the  visionary  and  extravagant  projects 
that  inlfodaoed  by  himael^  to  eatabliah  a  new 


Oorranment  at.  the  month  ai  the  Ccdnmbia,  or 
Oregon  Biver  !  I  formetly  wait  with  hin  ia 
favor  of  that  bSl,  but  he  sftys  so  much  of  iriskn- 
ary  schemes,  that  I  begin  to  doubt  if  that  be 
not  one, 

Kr.  HoDdffib  moved  to  amend  the  am«d- 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tatlob  yesterday,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  that,"  with 
which  It  commences,  and  inserdug  aa  follows: 

"  The  Committee  on  Public  Expenditare*  be  £- 
rected  to  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
moneys  appropriated  to  defray  the  cxpeBsea  of  for- 
eign  bitercourse  bnve  been  expended,  and  that  tfae 
Committees  on  the  several  Executive  Depaitnnui 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  maooer  in  which  tbe 
moQcya  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenscscf 
those  DepM-tments  have  been  expended;  and  that 
the  said  aevcrai  committees  do  make  special  report 
to  this  House,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain  the  &cU 
touching  the  matters  before  stated." 

In  support  of  tbis  amendment,  Mr.  KcDrrni 
said,  it  was  with  no  affectation  he  declared  bii 
sincere  regret  at  the  introduction  of  this  matter, 
and  at  the  oourse  the  discussion  of  it  had  takeo. 
I  was  fuUy  convinced,  from  the  banning,  siH 
Mr.  MoD.,  that  no  subject  could  be  stirred  in  tbii 
House,  bearing  either  directly  or  indirectly  oa 
the  two  great  parties  militant  now  in  the  fi^ 
of  political  warfitre,  that  would  not  inteftn 
mostiqjurionsly  with  the  appropriate  lepsbtivi 
bn^esa  of  Oongresa.  It  was  this  oonvictiOB 
that  caused  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  ponr 
to  arrest  tbis  debate  at  its  conuuencement  ao^ 
to  regret  that  the  motion  of  the  honmrnble  fea- 
tleman  from  Vir^nia,  (Mr,  BAKDOi.pn,)'to  la? 
the  resolution  on  the  table — a  r^ret  in  which, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  House  must,  by  this  time, 
participate — did  not  prevail.  But  we  have  now 
fully  got  into  the  discussion.  All  attempts  to 
avoid  it  have  been  defeated  by  the  ooncarrenee 
of  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and  so  far  as  it  can 
be  considered  a  party  question,  a  portion  d 
both  parties  appear  to  have  mabed  into  it.  So 
far  as  my  oonduct  la  eoneenied — wbetbor  as  it 
relates  to  my  dutiea  as  a  BepresentatiTe  ci  tba 
people,  or  as  a  member  <a  a  party — I  wonU 
have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  shall,  ia 
this  matter,  act  npon  my  own  gronnds  and 
upon  my  own  opinions. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  I  think  it  ]Htiper  to 
say,  that  I  do  not  regard  it  as  becoming  the 
dignity  of  this  House,  or  as  consistent  with  tba 
public  interest,  which  it  is  onr  special  datr  to 
promote,  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  any  ques- 
tion which  is  either  intended  or  calculated  to 
have  a  political  bearing  upon  either  of  the  tvo 
pfuties  tliat  now  diviie  the  eoimtiy.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  public  mtnest,  we  have  too  nincli 
reason  to  apprehrad  the  undue  and  in^n^r 
infliaion  of  party  politics  into  the  disensnoD  of 
those  lenslative  measures  wMch  it  is  oiu"  doty 
to  oonsider.  Under  this  impression,  I  entered 
upon  the  business  of  this  Congress  with  a  fixed 
purpose  of  avoiding  any  reference  to  this  Ad- 
ministration,  farther  than  was  indi^>eDsabIy 
neoeaaary  to  the  yrtrget  disohaise  of  nj  du^ 
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in  rdfltion  to  those  pablic  measares  which  be- 
long to  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Bat,  sir, 
I  presume  I  shall  obtain  credit  when  I  say  that, 
if  it  shall  ever  become  my  daty  to  make  any 
moTcment  here  tending  to  implicate  this  Ad- 
ministration, I  shall  openly  and  distinctly  avow 
my  purpose.  Believing  it,  however,  to  be  in- 
compatible with  the  interest  of  the  country  to 
carry  on  tltis  discnssion,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  inculpating  or  exculpating  the  Administra- 
tion, I  smoerelj  hope  it  wiU  be  speedily  ter- 
minated :  for,  as  to  aaj  other  object,  it  must 
evidently  end  in  nothing.  No  practical  result 
can  possibly  grow  out  m  it  tiie  present  session. 
With  regard  to  the  number  of  officers  aiating 
under  this  Government,  and  the  salaiies  they 
now  ei^oy,  I  would  remark^  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  present  Adm^alstration  cannot  be  Citirly 
made  responsible,  but  to  a  very  small  extent, 
for  the  one  or  the  other.  The  offices  were 
created,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  their  sala- 
ries fixed  by  law,  before  this  Administration 
came  into  power.  A  proposition  to  limit  the 
nomber  ot  these  officers,  or  to  curtail  their 
salaries,  ooght  not,  therefore,  to  be  debated  aa 
a  question  affecting  the  present  Incumbents  of 
the  Executive  Oovemment.  That  certainly 
not  the  point  of  their  responnbilitj.  On  the 
Bubiect  of  the  proposed  retroichments,  I  dififer 
entirely  from  the  mover  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion. The  true  mode  of  effecting  reforms  really 
and  extensively  beneficial  to  the  country,  is  not 
by  lopping  off  public  officers  with  an  indis- 
orimiuf^ing  hand,  and  curt^ling  salaries  without 
a  dne  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  duties  for 
■which  they  are  paid.  This  is  at  beat  but  a  very 
small  bnainess.  No  saving  worth  the  discussion 
could  be  effected  by  it.  If  any  thing  salutary 
is  to  be  done,  it  must  be  a  general  and  sys- 
tematic reform  of  the  system  which  regnlates 
and  controls  the  ^bnrsement  of  the  public 
money.  An  effective  mtem  Of  responsibility 
mi^t  save  nuUlons  in  the  public  expenditures ; 
I  make  this  general  remark  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  actual  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the 
present  Administration.  But  I  will  state  for  '■ 
the  information  of  the  gentieman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Ohiltos,)  and  for  the  purpose  of  il- 
lustrating the  view  I  am  presenting,  that  there 
are  two  of  the  Executive  Departments,  as  well 
organized,  both  with  reference  to  the  efficient 
performance  of  the  duties  belonging  to  them, 
and  to  the  strict  observance  of  economy  in  the 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,  as  any  De- 
partments ever  were  organized  in  any  Grovem- 
ment  on  earth.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  Department 
of  War  and  that  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
Tes,  sir,  it  is  sasoeptible  of  the  tdearest  demon- 
stration, the  system  of  strict  accouDtabUity  in- 
troduced into  the  War  Department  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  War,  effected  an  annual  saving  of 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  expenses 
of  the  Military  Establishment,  independent  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Army.  The  improvements 
introduced  into  the  Post  Office  Department, 


[H.OFB. 

have  added,  in  a  manner  not  less  striking,  to 
its  usefulness  and  economy.  Since  that  D^mrt- 
meot  was  committed  to  the  management  of  the 
excellent,  and  able,  and  faithful  officer  who  now 
presides  over  it,  an  increase  of  half  a  million  of 
dollars  has  been  added  to  it8  annual  revenue, 
while  the  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  in- 
telligence by  the  mail,  throughont  every  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  have  been  increased  two  or 
three-fold.  And  how,  sir,  were  these  signal 
improvemmts  effected?  By  diminishing  the 
number  ot  the  officers  connected  with  those 
Departments  ?  So  far  teom  HM  hmng  the  ease, 
the  number  of  ofBcers  waa  aa  much  increued  aa 
was  necessary  for  a  proper'distribuUon  of  duties 
and  division  of  re^ionsibility.  To  each  officer 
was  assigned  his  q>propriate  duty,  and  the  officer 
whose  duty  it  waste  control  and  oheck  the  die- 
bursing  officers,  had  no  agency  in  making  the 
disbursement.  To  the  complete  success  of  Uiis 
system  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  clerks  has  been  indispen- 
sable. And^  was  informed  the  other  day  by 
the  PostmasfR'  General,  that  one  single  clerk 
had  been  the  means  of  saving  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  I  think,  in  the  postage  of  newBpq>era 
alone.  What  are  we  to  infer  from  these  ihda 
on  the  sntjjeot  we  are  disenssiDg  t  I  will  teQ 
you,  sir.  As  it  is  ^parent  th^  no  benefidal 
reforms  have  ever  yet  oeen  introduced  tiiat  did 
not  proceed  from  the  chief  officers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Departments,  so  may  we  justly  infer, 
that  no  important  iraproveme^  ever  will,  or 
ever  can  be  made,  without  at  least  the  ud  and 
co-operation  of  those  officers.  If  we  have  not 
at  the  head  of  those  Departments,  able,  efficient, 
and  practical  men — men,  sir,  who  have  a  telent 
for  business — will  not  say  for  action,  lest  I 
should  be  misconstrued,  aa  on  another  occasion, 
to  mean  nuliUry  action — unless,  in  a  word,  we 
have  men  eminently  quaUfled,  not  anij  to  talk 
about  public  business,  but  to  do  it  BDOoeasflilly, 
it  will  be  in  vam  for  this  House  to  attempt  any 
thing  like  a  beneficial  reform  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  pubUo  money.  It  mnst  be 
obvious,  I  think,  from  these  views  of  t^  sutject, 
that  it  will  never  answer  any  good  purpose,  to 
go  blindfold  into  the  business  of  reform,  cutting 
off  indiscriminately  this  officer  and  that,  with- 
out a  thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  whole  system,  and  the  relation  which 
the  officers  in  question  bear  to  that  system.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  proposes  a  reduction 
of  officers,  or  a  decrease  of  their  salaries,  and 
that  seems  to  be  its  principal  aim,  I  wpeat  my 
opinion,  that  the  inquiry  must  end  in  nothing, 
We  should  only  send  a  committee  of  this  House 
a  tilting  against  shadows.  Wjth  what  connst- 
ency,  sir,  could  any  cmnmittee  of  this  House 
recommend  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  when,  at  the  very  last  session, 
Congress  authorised,  by  law,  an  increase  of  the 
number  employed  in  almost  every  one  of  the 
Executive  Departments !  I  cannot,  therefore, 
consent  to  indulge  the  peculiar  views  of  any 
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member  on  either  side  of  the  Honse  so  far  as 
to  consame  the  time  of  this  House,  which 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  session,  in  what  mast  evidently  prove  to  be 
an  anprofitable  inquiry,  and  tvorse  than  an  nn- 
profitable  discassion.  I  have  no  idea,  sir,  of 
converting  this  hall  into  an  arena  for  conducting 
a  political  canvass.  A  few  words,  sir,  with  re- 
gard to  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 
It  appears  from  the  very  lar^  vote  recently 

£>en  against  laying  the  resolntiononthe  table, 
etndiog  botii  parties,  that  the  Honse  deem  an 
inquiry  necessary  and  proper.  The  fHenda  of 
the  Administration  seem  to  r^ard  aneh  an  in- 
qniry  necessary  to  exonerate  the  Administration 
from  the  imputations  supposed  to  be  cast  upon 
them.  Kow,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion,  that, 
if  we  go  into  nn  inquiry  at  all,  it  shonld  not  be 
mere  children's  play.  If  we  are  to  prosecute 
an  inquiry  into  the  alleged  or  the  possible  abases 
of  the  Government,  let  us  direct  that  inquiry, 
specifically,  to  those  parts  of  the  system  where 
snob  abases  are  most  likely  to  oupr.  Though 
I  will  never  sanction  the  i^jnsnce  of  making 
this  Administration  re^Hmnble  for  the  extent 
of  the  peace  eatabliahmest,  civil  and  military ; 
ret  the  application  of  the  varioas  contingent 
nmds  placed  at  tiieir  disposal,  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent matter.  I  perceive  the  gentlfflnen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Honse  are  very  prompt 
to  meet  this  as  an  attack  -on  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, and  to  insist  upon  an  inquiry,  with 
a  view  to  ther  defence  and  excnlpation.  I 
would  suggest  to  those  gentlemen,  that,  if  their 
object  is  to  whitewash  the  Administration,  they 
can  accomplish  it  only  by  giving  the  inquiry  a 
direction  such  as  I  have  proposed.  All  the 
Other  points  of  inquiry  that  have  been  sa^est- 
ed,  are  perfectly  immaterial,  so  fiu-  as  this  Ad- 
ministration  is  omoeraed.  Bnt  if  there  has 
been  any  thing  extravagant  or  improper  in  the 
application  of  the  contmgent  fbnd,  tliey  onght 
to  be  held  responsible  for  it.  I  ^ave  no  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  fund  has 
been  employed,  particularly  as  relates  to  diplo- 
matic agents  and  messengers  sent  abroad.  I 
have,  however,  seen  it  repeatedly  stated  in  the 
public  prints — and  I  can  make  the  matter  no 
more  notorious  by  stating  it  here,  or  I  would 
not  state  it — that  a  distinguished  editor  of  & 
new^per  in  Virginia,  received  from  the  con- 
tingent fmid  about  1,700  dollars,  for  going  to 
Buenos  Ayres  on  public  bnsine^,  when,  in  fact, 
he  went  to  Europe  on  his  own.  Abuses  of  this 
kind,  if  they  exiat,  ought  surely  to  be  exposed 
and  oorreoted.  If  they  do  not  exist,  it  is  due 
to  tha  officers  implicated,  that  the  truth  should 
be  presented  in  an  authentic  form  to  the  public 
I  think  the  con^gent  fond  a  very  proper  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  without  any  reference  to 
alleged  abnses.  There  should  be  an  annual 
scrutiny  by  the  committees  of  this  Honse  into 
the  application  of  all  the  contingent  funds,  and 
the  scratiny  cannot  be  too  minute.  Sir,  I  was 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  subject  altogether  ; 
but,  as  it  has  been  forced  npou  as  fnmi  lOI  udes 
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of  the  House,  I  cannot  consent  to  it  only  in  tie 
specific  and  practical  form  indicated  in  the 
amendment  I  nave  submitted. 

Mr.  Bandolph  addressed  tlie  Chair.  Thit 
has  arrived,  (said  he,)  which  most  have  Wn 
foreseen  by  every  member  yesterday,  whetbs 
he  voted  for  or  against  the  motion  to  lay  this 
resolution  on  the  table.  This  House  is  coo- 
verted  into  an  electioneering  arena.  I  sboidd 
not,  permit  me  to  say,  before  I  go  any  lanha, 
have  inquired  of  the  gentleman  trim  (Mw 
"  over  the  way  " — I  will  not  say  oat  the 
way — at  which  of  the  t^o  gentlemen  fion 
Virginia  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  ba 
levelled  his  remarks,  if  he  had  not  responded  to 
the  inqmry  of  my  colleague  that  be  did  not  in- 
tend them  for  him :  and,  as  at  my  call  he  de- 
clares that  be  did  not  intend  them  forme, I 
leave  it  to  that  other  gentleman  frwn  Virginii, 
whoever  he  may  be,  who  has  spoken  on  this 
debate,  to  take  them  to  himself. 

[Here  Mr.  "WBionT  asked  permission  to  ex- 
plain—-but  Kr.  Raki>olfh  refused  to  yield  tbe 
floor  for  that  pnrpoeej 

But,  (oonunned  Mr.  XL,)  if  the  gentlona 
meant  my  colleague,  {Wr.  Flotd,)  to  ny  col- 
league I  relegate  the  gentleman,  being  we2 
satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  in  better  fasndf. 
Yes,  sir,  with  this  thing  I  have  done  forerer. 
I  will  not  be  provoked,  nor  will  I  suffer  mj-sttf 
to  be  induced  to  enter  into  personalities  with 
any  man  upon  this  floor ;  but  I  do  know  tbt 
the  newsp^ers  have  it  in  their  power,  mi. 
whether  designedly  or  not,  they-  do  exerrife 
that  power,  of  giving  to  my  remarks  a  pnit- 
gency  and  an  application,  which,  as  made 
me,  they  were  divested  of— I  refer  now  to  a  laU 
and  notorious  occasion. 

And  now,  ur,  let  me  call  the  attention  <rftbe 
Hotise  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Garolioa,  and  the  peculiar  state  of  thhw 
in  which  we  are.  I  will  vote  tor  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentieman  from  South  Cardini. 
hot,  if  it  is  adopted,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution,  as  amended.  I  was  sent  here  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Representative  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  for  the  good  of  those  whom 
Irepresent;  and  that  dutylshall  discharge,  mt- 
deterred  by  calls  of  yeas  and  nays,  and  by  the 
bugbears  and  hol^blins  which  may  be  con- 
jured up  of  any  supposed  responsibility — nn- 
dismayed  by  any  fear  of  imputations  of  eop- 
pressing  inquiry,  or  d  conniving  at  pnblic  abases 
— ^insensible  to  any  impntations  of  tiirowing 
oat  against  Government  charges  which  I  sm 
not  prepared  to  establish.  I  shall  vote  agunst 
the  resolntion,  fisarless  of  conseqaencea,  and 
the  motives  upon  which  I  vote  I  avow 
to  my  constitaents,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world. 
I  have  never  yet  refused  to  do  so,  under 
much  more  trying  oircamstaoces  than  the 
present — ^for,  in  proportion  as  the  atmosphere 
presents  nothing  bat  clouds  and  dwkness  to  the 
view  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
Blajcb,)  so  to  me  the  aspect  of  it  exhibits  iodi- 
caticms  of  retaming  snnshine.  No,  ur,  I  shall 
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not  be  deterred.  I  shall  do  whatever  I  think 
right — and  when  I  aay  bo,  I  do  not  mj  l^at 
ouiers  will  not — ^far  from  it — I  will  not  vote  for 
anj  proposition,  whether  from  friend  or  from 
foe,  which  I  think  oalcnlated  to  i^are  the  great 
cause  of  the  pe(^le  of  theee  United  States. 
"So,  sir,  no  gloss  that  can  be  given  to  mj  words, 
no  coloring  whatever  that  may  be  put  npon  mj 
oondnct,  luall  Indaoe  me  to  eaj  ajre  when  I  am 
indined  to  saj  no,  or  no  when  mj  faelings 

Eompt  me  to  say-  af  e.  I  may  stand  alone,  I 
ve  been  in  small  minorities  under  the  first  of 
the  present  dynasty,  and  I  have  been  in  a  mi- 
nority nnder  the  sec&nd,  and  it  Is  very  possible 
I  may  be  in  a  minority  now — bot  that  will 
make  no  difference  to  me. 

Sir,  it  is  a  received  maxim  of  tiie  common 
law,  drawn  from  the  only  fountain  of  wisdom, 
expenence,  (and  the  experience  of  ages,)  that  no 
man  shall  oe  trusted  to  try  his  own  cause,  or  be 
a  witoess  in  his  own  ease.  It  in  on  tfje  ^pli- 
cation of  that  wiae  uid  salutary  maxim  to  our 
TffeBent  ritaation,  tiiat  I  say  no  to  this  inquiry. 
I  say  no.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  told 
OB  that,  for  his  part,  he  is  willing  to  sink  or  to 
Bwim  with  the  Administration.  He  has  nailed 
his  colors  to  the  mast.  Sir,  I  admire  his 
gallantry^  but  he  mnst  pardon  me  if  I  have  no 
■wish  to  sink  along  with  him,  or,  what  is  worse, 
to  sink  the  cause  in  which  I  am  embarked 
agfunst  him,  by  agreeing  to  any  measure,  pru- 
dent or  imprudent,  concerted  or  onooncerted, 
matured  or  precipitate,  which  any  new  or  any 
old  member  may  throw  into  this  House.  I  say 
to  that  g^tlemsjo,  and  to  others,  that,  as  soon 
as  they  mve  us  the  helm,  we  are  responsible, 
and  not  before,  fortibesafe^trfthesmp.  Bnt 
I  wOl  not  consent  to  inflate  her  sails— I  will  not 
consent  to  impel  her  canvas — will  not  ocnsent 
to  work  like  a  galley  slave  at  pulling  the  oar, 
whUe  she  has  a  helmsman  who  may  at  any  time 
he  pleases  ran  her  on  a  shoal,  and  make  me 
respoosible  for  the  result  No,  sir,  I  will  be 
content  to  wait.  I  will  wait,  sir,  until  a  fac- 
tious m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  returned  a  factious  majority 
to  the  other  House,  and  as  I  hope  to  this  idso, 
shall  have  elected  a  fiiotious  lYesident  Sir, 
you  had  scarcely  taken  your  seat  in  that  chair, 
before  me  of  the  master  spirits  of  the  times 
■neerinfl^  said  to  na,  I  wish  yon  joy,  yon  are 
now  the  mqjorify  in  both  Houses^  and  yoa  are 
reqiaauible  for  the  measores  of  Govermnent 
I  ory  yoa  meroy,  Uaster  St^hen,  I  cry  you 
mercy — we  are  not,  and  do  not  mean  to  he  Ums 
TC^KOinble;  and  for  that  very  reason,  because 
we  do  not,  I  shall  vote  against  this  measure, 
and  ogdnat  any  other  out  of  the  ordinary 
routine  of  business,  that  may  be  brooght  up. 
Sir,  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
(Mr.  KoDuFFu)  I  am  for  masks  off.  Ami  now 
vhat  do  you  mean  to  do  ?  Do  yon  mean,  as 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said,  to 
•end  to  a  man,  who  is  both  witness  and  judge 
in  Us  own  ease— and  in  udng  tins  language,  it 
tOMj  be  said  tiiat  I  am  maUng  impficaUons 
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agunst  iUostrious  and  great  men,  to  whom  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  a  just  pos- 
terity, and  even  the  present  age,  will  not  Sail  to 
do  justioe.  Sir,  I  do  no  such  thing— I  make  no 
other  implication  than  that  which  every  free  and 
wise  people  make  ag^nst  our  common  nature 
— ^I  do  say,  it  would  be  requiring  more  of  par> 
ties  implicated,  than  can  fostly  he  demanded 
from  honuin  nature,  and  therefore  at  least  ae 
mndi  as  can  fUrly  be  dconuided  of  them,  to 
ask  them  to  decide  in  this  case.  Yon  are  re- 
quiring men,  whose  political  existence  hangs  by 
a  single  hair,  and  who  have  ^eady  the  rtws 
Sardonietu  of  political  death  upon  their  coun- 
tenance—for it  was  with  a  Sardonic  sneer  that 
we  were  told  that  we  had  become  responsible 
for  the  measures  of  the  Government ;  yon  are 
required  to  call  upon  them  to  do  any  thing 
which  may  have  an  effect  to  hasten  that  evenC 
Sir,  I  will  do  no  such  thing.  I  will  not  call 
upon  them.  And  why  not  I  Because  I  may, 
by  poBslbili^,  by  that  call,  pntf  it  in  th^ 
power  to  protract  a  liule  longer  their  politioal 
lives.  I  say  by  posribility ;  and  tiiat  is  a  poai^ 
bility  which  I  am  determioed  to  avoid.  Ko^ 
sir,  if  this  House  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
politicai  arena,  and  I  shall  be  accused  as  one  of 
the  gladiators,  whether  the  man  with  the  tri- 
dent or  him  with  the  net,  I  do  not  say,  I  am 
clear  that  we  should  so  speak  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  in  the  United  States,  shall 
be  able  to  understand  our  drift.  I  then  ahall 
call  upon  the  present  men  in  power  for  nothing 
that  can,  directly  or  indirectly,  enable  them  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  affect  the  great  question 
which  is  now  at  issue  between  them  and  tin 
people  of  the  United  States^  In  which,  as  ia- 
terested  parties,  I  will  take  none  of  timr  evi- 
dence that  I  can  avoid. 

I  iwlieve  I  have,  by  this  time,  pretty  well 
explained  my  object.  Sir,  what  shoidd  we 
have  Boid^  thirty  years  ago,  of  one  of  that  par- 
ty, to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  belong,  as  the 
youngest  and  most  humble  member,  if  he  had 
brought  forward  a  proposition,  onconsulting 
and  unoonsolted,  which  might  give  the  adverse 
party  some  color  to  their  sinking  cause,  and 
put  it  in  their  power  to  live  one  more  term  t 
But,  sir,  I  have  anotiier  objection  to  the  reso- 
lution. The  public  mind  is  in  a  state  of  exdte- 
ment,  such  as  must  ever  exist  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  pditical  battle.  And,  lir,  I  should  as 
soon  look  for  perftet  caboness  and  oompomtre 
on  the  eve  a  battie  of  another  sort,  or  ratbw 
after  the  fight  has  begun,  as  that  such  an  Invee- 
tigation  should  now  be  ocmdncted  with  that 
patience  and  deliberatitnn  which  it  demands. 
Sir,  the  adverse  party  would  gladly  catch  at 
such  a  resolution.  In  the  time  to  which  I  have 
referred,  the  rulinir  party,  for  they  held  their 
m^fority  in  both  Houses  to  the  last,  did  catch 
at  some  saoh  straws:  th^  were  drowning 
men-— drowned  they  are.  I  had  intended  to 
have  said  sometbiiig  as  to  the  challenges  so 
boldly  mode,  to  point  out  the  offices  that  ou^t 
to  be  obdished,  and  tlw  ^enditures  wb^oh 
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ought  to  be  retrenched.  Bat  I  feel  mj  strength 
nneqaalto  mjr  pnrpoBe.  But  I  most  say,  that 
bi  the  affftir  of  the  Panama  (ituoe  called  the 
Taoabaya)  miteion,  not  only  new  offloee  were 
created,  bnt  saw  doctrines  were  started  in 
reference  to  the  Ezeeatire  prerogative,  which 
were  whoUj  unknown  to  the  conatitntion  and 
to  the  praofeioe  of  the  predecessors  of  the  pres- 
ent Ohlef  Hagistrate:  and  I  wUl  tell  mj  wor- 
thy coUeagne,  (Mr.  Sxotd,)  if  he  will  permit 
zne,  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  on  his 
phm  of  sending  Ministers  abroad,  and  bringing 
them  back  when  they  have  finislied  their  busi- 
ness :  for  they  are  now  aeait  abroad  on  sleeve- 
less errands,  that  they  may  come  back,  re  in- 
/eota,  to  powet  their  emolomente.  Is  not  this 
the  ftctf  Sir,  we  haveliad  (to  say  nothing  of 
Tafflibi^)  two  mittioiiB  to  Bnglaod  under  this 
AdmiDiBbratton ;  one  of  than  was  a  complete 
aborttott ;  and  as  to  the  other,  what  has  It  otme 
tot  the  pnUfo  good  t  what  olgeot  has  it  acoom- 
jdished  1  Vf^  WW  told  by  the  very  accurate 
gentleman  fhxn  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BtroHAsrAH,) 
whom  X  always  hear  with  pleasure,  that  these 
misBions  were  Justified  on  tbe  ground  that  the 
acquisition  of  South  America  had  created  a 
swarm — X  brieve  that  was  the  word— of  Diplo- 
matic appointments.  So  much  ^e  worse  for 
■a,  tiT.  Are  we,  whenevw  a  nation,  great  or 
small,  changes  its  relations  to  another  nation, 
and  becomes  independent  of  that  other  natitHi, 
butanUy  to  send  off  Ambassadors  to  it !  Are 
m  to  make  use  of  the  incident  as  a  pretext  for 
ioorearing  that  patronage  whioh  all  profess  to 
wish  to  diminisbt  But  we  are  tcM  that  the 
Pnrident  htm  recommended  to  ns  economy  and 
retrenchment.  Yes,  sir,  he  did  recommend 
them,  in  one  of  thoee  lefty  generalities  with 
which  all  sermoos,  political  or  raigions,  abound, 
whioh  might  be  ptinted  in  blank,  like  law  pro- 
eeas,  and  filled  as  occasion  might  require.  But 
L  m>,  am  for  looking  at  the  practices,  and  not 
the  precepts  of  the  parson,  political  or  r<>Ii- 
(rions.  I  suppose,  sir,  our  good  friends  tbe 
Gre^s — ^yes,  sir,  supp<»e  that  the  Greek — ^who 
la  OrtBeulut  murima^  the  same  animal  now  that 
be  was  in  the  time  of  Juvenal,  except  that  he 
la  lees  enlightoied  and  rellned---shoiud  snooeed 
in  throwing  off  the  Turkish  yoke—"  the  &ith- 
keeph^  Turk  "~I  suppose  we  mnst  have  an 
Ampassador  sent  to  every  Idet  and  nest  of 
idrates  in  the  JGgean,  air — we  must  send  one 
to  Hydra— one  to  tbe  Oontinent — and  one,  I 
presume,  to  ea(A  of  the  Oycladee.  So  that,  if 
my  friend  from  Tii^ia,  who  is  a  medical 
man,  will  permit  me  the  phrase,  the  disease, 
histead  of  being  contagions,  will  be  moradie — 
as,  indeed,  it  now  is— and  h%hly  malignant. 

Sir,  I  have  nerer  seen  bat  one  Administra- 
tion, which,  seriously,  and  in  good  faith,  was 
^RMwed  to  give  up  its  patronage,  and  was 
vuUng  to  go  farther  than  Congress,  or  w&x 
the  peopte  tihemselvea,  so  far  as  Oongrees  repre- 
■ents  melit  feelings,  desired  and  that  was  the 
flnt  adminiiMton  of  DKMnaa  JTeflferson.  He, 
was  ttie  «bSj  man  I  aw  knew  «  heard 
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who  really,  truly,  and  honestly,  not  oolj  end, 
**n«lo  wtte^mrif'"  but  actndly  rehsed  fti 
mitre.  It  was  a  part  of  my  dn^,  and  oos  «f 
the  most  pleasant  parts  of  puUic  dutj  thtt  I 
everperfomed,  imderhis  TeoommendatioD-Bot 
beoanse  he  reoomm«ided  it,  Hiank  QcdMo 
move,  in  this  House,  to  relieve  tbe  pnblie  it 
once  from  the  whole  burden  of  that  Bjrtem  of 
internal  taxation,  tbe  practical  effect  of  widdi 
was,  whatever  might  have  been  its  object,  to 
produce  patronage  rather  than  revenoe.  Be, 
too,  had  really  at  heart,  and  showed  tthjik 
conduct,  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
and  that  in  the  only  mode  by  which  it  enr  i 
can  be  reduced,  by  lesaeninj;  the  ezpencs  of 
the  Government  till  they  are  htiow  its  n- 
ceipts.  Sir,  there  is  no  witchcraft  in  that— bo^ 
EEUv-no  witdiersft  at  aB— no  mere  in  psfiagi 
publio  than  a  private  debt.  You  nuj  Ban  j 
sinking  fbnds,  as  many  as  you  tdease,  and  am  I 
so  vast  4  financial  apparatus;  but,  if  ymtfvA 
more  than  you  have,  you  will  be  in  ^bt  to  tti 
end  of  the  w<H-ld.  Sir,  so  far  from  fearing  nj 
injurious  effect  from  tiie  too  rapid  payment  a 
tbe  national  debt,  I  would  pay  the  uuw  p« 
cents  now — ^Tea,  sir,  I  would  pay  them  it  pa; 
if  necessary—for  it  could  only  prove  tha 
money  is  worth  but  three  per  cent.  Sir,  I  n 
the  bumble  instrument  of  introducing  tbt  fint 
efficient  sinking  fund,  by  setting  aput  t  gim 
sum  of  tT,800,000,  which  «v&  opiated  to  re- 
dnoe  the  natitmal  debt.  When  that  debt  n 
increased  by  the  aoqnidtioii  of  IjOidsiBBa-^ 
rir,  the  a^oi^tioii  of  Lmdstaoal— and  vin 
was  for  and  who  was  against  it  then!— wk 
pronounced  the  aoquiution  nncoDstitotio&id. 
and  declared,  in  the  other  House,  that  vebd 
no  right  to  tax  the  people  of  that  oonstiT^ 
the  smking  fond  was  then  r^sed  to  ei^tsiS- 
lions.  Since  that  time,  owing  to  the  debt  m- 
ated  by  tJie  expenses  of  the  war,  it  has  bta 
raised  to  ten  millions.  The  gentleman  frm 
New  York  (Mr.  Tatloe)  himself  admitt«d- 
and  I  thank  him  for  it— (he  was  obliged  to  ni- 
mit  it,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  my  debt  of  got- 
itude  is  the  leS8)~-that  the  sinking  fnud  has  sol 
1)een  faithAiUy  applied  to  its  object.  Sir.  1 
sidd,  in  snne  hasty  remarks,  when  ^  gad*- 
man  intenrnpted  my  coUei^e,  (Mr.  FlothI 
that  Inlying  surplus  balances  to  make  up  iktf 
had  berat  piUa^d  from  tbe  sinking  fond,  im 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  No,  sir,  it  is  so 
such  thing — it  is  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Pe- 
ter— ^it  is  robbing  the  sinking  frmd  to  pay  ttM 
sinking  ftrad :  for,  as  it  has  been  ortr  nd 
over  again  said,  the  sinking  ftind  has  not  <»tj 
a  right  to  its  own  modicum  oi  $10,000,000.  bat 
it  is  residuary  l^tee  besides ;  it  takes  sU  tlit 
surplus,  whatever  that  may  be,  ae  its  own,  ssd 
you  never  can  give  it  any  thing  in  return  hr 
that  of  which  yon  rob  it,  except  out  tbit 
surplus  which  was  already  its  own.  CsnH 
it  dnj  more.  Your  gMag  surplaa  halanocsto 
out  the  aliftiiis  nmd,  is  nothing  m«e  tta 
Uke  the  febe  guarSan,  who,  whan  he  eomsto 
settle      Kwimti,        off  hia  dcMs  to  to 
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ward  with  th«  money  out  of  whidi  be  has 
ffiiqut^  him. 

We  an  asked  hj  the  gentlemen,  wh;  do  yon 
not  i^eoify  I  Partioafame  1  partionlarize  I 
Show  us  the  particalanl  Yea  give  km  a  sum 
total  without  any  itema,  as  Kr.  Sterling  says  in 
the  play,  'WiSL  the  gentleman  have  one  t  Sir, 
I  wul  give  yon  one  of  them.  The  Hoase  will 
give  me  that  credit  which  I  demand.  It  is 
only  my  due.  I  did  state  that,  if  we  begin  this 
system  of  reform,  it  ooght  to  begin,  like  mod- 
ern cbari^,  at  home.  Sir,  I  never  pretended 
that  the  House  was  not  «uwerable  for  abases 
as  well  as  any  other  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now  for  one  item  of  them.  Sir,  at  the 
first  session  I  was  on  this  floor — it  was  the  last 
OoDgresB  of  the  first  Kr.  Adams— whether  this 
will  M  the  last  of  the  seoond  I  oaimot  say— I 
find  this  item  in  the  list  of  q>[aropriati(ms :  For 
the  expenses  of  fire-wood,  statifmery,  printing, 
and  all  other  oontingent  expenses  of  Oonnees, 
twenty-one  thonsand  ax  hundred  and  wxty- 
four  dollars  and  forty  cents.  This  snm,  ur, 
covered  the  expenses  of  both  Houses,  and  in- 
cluded, besides,  the  extraordinary  expense,  and 
furnishing  each  member  with  a  complete  copy 
of  the  Journals  of  the  old  Oongress.  This 
Honae  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  two 
members,  one  only  of  whom  I  see  now  left, 
(ICr.  LiTiscwTON.)  Now,  we  have  218  mem- 
bers. Then,  according  to  tin  mie  which  has 
been  Introdaoed  into  thii  Hoase — nr,  by  the 
simple  role  of  three,  if  108  gives  so  much, 
what  ought  S18  to  ^ve  ?  This  item,  be  it  re- 
membered,  included  the  expenses  of  tiie  other 
body,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  now  to  the  ex* 
pensee  of  this  body  alone.  For  the  present 
year,  the  total  estimate  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  this  House  now  differs  but  a  trifle 
from  mnefy  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  I  am 
Justified  in  saying,  fifty  thousand  is  for  ]>rinting 
alone ;  and  I  have  no  hewtatton  in  saying,  sir, 
if  the  British  Paiiioment  paid  for  tbeir  print- 
ing by  the  same  rule  that  we  do,  it  is  not  five 
huidred  thoiuand  dollara— whitm  we  are  told 
«xoeeds  the  whole  aaanal  «pena68  oS  Ocmgreas 
— bnt  that  is  not  my  statement,  regoBonber — 
that  will  defray  their  printer's  bill.  No,  sir, 
and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  what  will  defray  it. 
J  Iiappra  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
a  good  deal  of  the  printing  of  the  British  Par- 
liunent  It  is  not  made  up,  like  onra,  ot  title 
pages  and  blanks,  and  broadsides  of  every  tiling 
and  any  thing — motions,  petitions,  btUs,  re- 
ports, resolutions,  amendments,  and  every  mat- 
ter which  can  be  broaght  into  the  House  of 
Commons.  No,  sir,  they  go  on  and  print 
closely ;  and  where  one  line  ends,  another  be- 

g'lna,  (I  make  no  allowance  for  the  high  rates  of 
ving  and  wagea  in  that  oonntry  ;)lint  I  will 
l«t  tiu  House  into  the  fiwt,  that  when  the  rata 
of  printing  far  this  body  was  settied,  a  pAatec 
— a  worthy  and  honest  man,  as  I  brieve— was 
a  member  of  Oongress.  I  speak  firom  the  in- 
formation o(  one  of  the  first  men  In  the  coun- 
try. Tha  rate  was  fixed  during  the  depreda- 


tion of  fBiper  money,  whidi  I  described  yester- 
day, when  every  tUiig  brou^t  ten  prices,  and 
it  has  renudned  not  unsettied.  Ko,  nr ;  for  it 
has  been  regularly  settied  and  p^d  ever  sinoob 
It  has  remuned,  from  that  time  to  this,  at  the 
same  rate — though  one  lollsr  now  will  buy  as 
much  of  land,  slaves,  every  article  from  which 
we  draw  subsistence,  as  four  dollars  would  buy 
then.  To  illustrate  this,  I  will  state  a  fact.  A 
gentieman  whom  I  knew,  owning  a  fertile, 
but,  as  he  thonght,  an  nnhealthy  tract  of  land, 
on  the  Roanoke,  sold  it  snd  parobased  a  smali 
tract,  on  which  he  built  a  bouse  that  cost  him 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  sum  will  boild 
what  is  otmridend  a  first-rate  house  in  my  part 
of  the  country.  The  land  itself  waa  not  good, 
nor  was  it  bad.  It  was  what  la  oaHed  filr  land. 
The  state  of  his  afli^rs,  like  tiiat  <tf  many  of 
his  neighbtHiL  soon  obliged  him  to  sell,  uid  ha 
sold  the  land,  wtthont  any  allowanoe  fw  tha 
improvements,  for  three  dollars  an  acre.  An 
acquaintance  of  mine  was  tempted,  by  the  low- 
ness  of  price,  to  purchase  the  farm ;  thus  veri- 
fying the  maxim  of  Poor  Richard — that  ha 
who  buys  what  he  does  not  want,  always  buys 
it  dear :  snd  so  it  turned  out  in  tliis  case..  If 
he  wished  to  sell  it  now,  he  could  not  get  h!i 
money  baok.  This  nnglefaot  was  worth  all  the 
dedamation  in  the  worid.  In  tiie  same  quarts 
of  the  country,  land  (some  of  it  good  woodr 
land)  has  sold  for  one  wtllar  per  acre  I 

Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  this  snl^eot  of  tba 
public  printing,  and  the  price  paid  fbr  it.  I  do 
not  mean  to  worry  the  House.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  members  of  this  House  (and  I 
hope  what  I  now  say  will  be  taken  down  ver- 
batim, if  posnble) — ^that  the  public  printers  of 
this  House  are  also  the  editors  of  the  most  ex- 
tennve — ^1  mean  in  point  of  superficial  content 
— ^the  most  extensive  joomal  in  the  United 
States,  and  one  which,  from  having  been  hith- 
erto considered  as  possessing  a  sort  of  at  least 
demi-official  chankcter — something  like  th* 
Koniteur,  in  Paris,  but  not  exaotiy — and  from 
observing^  or  rather  profeaung  to  obserreu  a 
strict  neutrality,  had  obbdned  a  most  extensiTtt 
circulation  at  home,  and  by  far  the  most  exten- 
sive abroad,  ot  any  p^>er  in  tiiia  ooantiy. 
Now,  sir,  we  also  know,  that  this  Journal  ia 
our  m^n  stay  and  reliance  for  the  reports  at 
our  debates,  and  the  proceedings  <rf  this  Hanse. 
Sir,  I  make  no  inference,  farther  than  t»  say— 
I  do  not  say  that  the  political  extstaaoe  o( 
these  people  hangs  upon  the  event  of  the  next 
election — tite  thread  of  their  existence,  like 
that  of  the  gentieman  from  Indiana,  is  con- 
nected with  that  election — they  sink  with  the 
Administration,  having  abandoned  their  pro- 
fessed neutrality,  if  it  sinks ;  and,  if  it  does 
not,  tbey  will  eertalnly  swun.  I  make  no 
more  impntations  oa  tmm  than  that  they  have 
$60,000  per  annum  itakad  on  the  eveDi— on  a 
dnf^e  card. 

u  the  amendment  of  tiie  gentlMDan  from 
South  Carolina  shall  prevail,  if  I  understand 
tba  matter  of  it,  this  item  ot  e^enditure  o«|^ 
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to  be  inclTided,  as  one  over  which  we  hare 
complete  control.  I  beg  pardon,  I  shoald  have 
suggested  this  before,  but  I  knew  that  there 
was  a  committee  of  the  House  whose  duty  it 
was  to  andit  its  accounts,  and  to  see  that  no 
improper  itenu  are  admitted.  I  have  pointed 
out  one  abase,  and  I  bare  done  It  where  it  was 
proper  to  point  it  onl^  at  home.  Sir.  I  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  these  erib  for  a 
long  time.  They  were  no  secret  to  me,  nor  did 
I  make  a  secret  of  them  to  any  body ;  but  I  do 
know,  that  a  man  might  calculate  on  as  much 
success  in  going  a  tilting — not  at  ^adows,  aa 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says — not 
like  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  at  sheep  and 
windmills — but  ra^er  at  a  Sock  of  mod  cattle, 
pent  up  in  a  narrow  lane,  as  to  attempt  to  fer- 
ret out  the  abuses,  without  having  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  ^ose  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  Departments:  end  that  co-operation  it 
wonid  be  worse  than  folly  to  pretend  to  look 
tar.  On  that  subject,  sir,  I  declare  the  pleasure 
that  it  nvea  me  to  bear  my  testimony,  such  as 
it  is,  along  with  the  gentlemm  from  South 
Carolina,  to  the  public  services,  the  intelli- 
gence, the  integrity,  and  the  indefatigability  of 
the  officer  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.  I  voted  against  increasing  his 
salary.  It  is  the  only  one  of  the  Departments 
whi(^  I  have  lately  had  any  thing  to  do  with, 
and  whenever  I  had  occasion  to  go  there,  I 
have  always  found  him  in  his  office,  and  at  nis 
business.  Sir,  there  was  a  time  when  I  often 
had  to  Tint  the  Departments,  (which  does  not 
however,  affect  the  wesent  Administraticm,) 
and  then  I  seldom  had  the  honor  to  find  any  of 
their  high  mightinesses  at  home— I  mean,  in 
their  offices.  Sir,  we  cannot  expect  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
In  such  an  inquiry  as  is  now  proposed.  They 
are  pleading  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion 
for  their  lives,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the 
Btrong  evidence  before  the  jnry  of  their  guilt. 

I  shall  vote,  however,  for  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina, 
and,  if  it  prevuls,  I  diall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution as  so  amended.  And  let  me,  before  I  sit 
down,  give  one  warning  to  all  concerned.  This 
ooont]7,  as  we  all  know,  is  divided  into  two 
adversary  parties;  and  we  must  ahnt  onr 
eyes  to  the  fact,  if  we  do  not  know  that 
this  House  is  nearly,  or  quite,  equally  divid- 
ed between  them.  Feu  at  oi  Aoste  doeeri. 
I  see  one  of  these  parties,  perfectly  will- 
ing, no  donbt,  with  the  very  great  man  to 
whom  I  have  before  alluded,  to  uirow  upon  ns 
the  responsibility  for  whatever  is  done  here, 
ntting  perfecUy  still,  steadfast,  silent,  and  de- 
mure, bringing  forward  no  proposition  what- 
ever. I  see  the  other  party  throwing  out 
proposition  after  proposition.  The  opposite 
party  never  eommits  itself  until  i^r  a  night's 
reflection.  And  what  is  the  otnueqnence? 
Thouf^  I  believe,  a  minoritty,  th^  so  manage 
^matters,  as  on  every  question  to  constitute  an 
.flffeotive  iaiO<>"^  ^       House^  and  thai 


throw  on  us  the  responribility  of  tbeir  own 
measures.        this  is  a  new  sort  of  po^ed 

justice. 

Again,  I  see  most  plainly,  with  the  grade- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  that  this  inqiniy  wiD 
end  in  smoke — and  I  am  not  one  wlw  will  liriit 
the  fire,  or  help  to  nose  a  smoke  by  vldu  i 
retreating  adversary  may  cover  and  protect  hii 
retreat,  I  wiU  afford  them  no  fadHtiestoirtRb 
victory.   I  stand  here  pledged  as  their  adt^ 
sary,  gwKtd  Twc,  and  I  will  add  another  pledge 
to  oppose  any  and  every  party  who  wonld  im- 
pose on  this  country  any  man,  as  its  Cbief 
Magistrate,  besides  him  who  rec^ves  the  grut- 
est  number  of  its  votes.    Sir,  if  we  mut 
amend  the  constitution,  I  ahfdl  not  vote  for  i 
hereditary  Chief  Magistrate — I  do  not  1)el(»g 
to  that  privil«red  class — the  Fresidoit  of  i 
minority  is  hardly  less  odious  than  a  kii^-^ 
I  warn  the  House  against  any  attempt  at  reftra 
while  the  President  is  not  with  uil  b  A( 
Seventh  Congress,  in  spite  ct  all  Mr.  Jeffmoa 
did,  his  measnres  were  thwarted;  and  irbra 
was  an  Administaratlon  stotmger  ?   Then,  vitk 
a  House  of  Representatives  so  eqnally  bahuKcd 
aa  this,  (and  I  take  the  vote  for  the  dectioti  d 
Speaker  as  the  indication  of  its  state,)  widt  tbt 
scale  vibrating,  nearly  in  equUibrio^  it  is  ahnoflt 
impossible  to  be  cer^n  of  a  mi^tmly,  let  our 
measures  be  ever  so  well  concerted.  Hof 
could  we  get  along,  even  if  the  ExecntiTe  ts 
on  oar  ude,  acting  agunst  a  solid  phalanx  rbo 
hold  together— so  perfectly  united  that  w«  cut- 
not  cut  off  a  sbigle  straggler,  -white  we  va- 
sdves  act  more  like  raw  undisoiidined  mililiil 
Sir,  I  speak  from  eezperienoe.   ui  the  Sercnft 
Congnas,  sir,  we  never  could  Imve  got  ^oi^ 
with  the  aid  of  the  most  popular  Preodest 
that  ever  lived,  (except  one,)  without  eoDsalt- 
ing  before  we  acted.   We  were  obliged  to  hdd 
—I  will  not  use  a  barbarous  word  which  b« 
become  common  thronghont  the  conntrr,  aod 
which  I  first  heard  in  this  body— but  ve  ireit 
obliged  to  act  in  concert. '  And,  sir,  if  we  do 
not  act  in  concert  now,  it  is  not  we  who  vtH 
be  responsible  for  the  consequeooee.  And 
.  how  ought  we  to  act  in  concert  ?   Sir,  by  leav- 
ing this  Qovemment  just  in  the  course  vhwe 
we  found  it.   We  ou^t  to  observe  that  prK- 
tioe  which  is  the  hardest  of  aD— eq>eeially  for 
young  phyndans — ^we  ought  to  throw  in  do 
medicine  at  all — to  abstain — to  obeerre  a  wise 
and  masterly  inactivity.*  I  am  afrud,  air,  sud 
Mr.  B.,  on  resuming  his  seat,  that  I  have  act, 
on  this  occasion,  added  to  my  prec^t  my  ex- 
ample. 

[Here  the  debate  oloaed  t<ca  this  di^.] 


fi^XDBDAT)  January  26. 
BmtfmekmnU, 
The  House  resumed  the  oonrideratioo  of  tlu 
reaolotions  heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  Guntos, 

•xprewton  of  Lord  Chrtham,  o(Un  iwfmXtA  bj  Ki_ 
BuMiA,  ud  (UMiallr  H  ft  qnotettoB  bom  that  mgnm 
amtM  ta  tto  mft  at  ths  Bntfih  Uinuns. 
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together  with  the  modificationa  proposed  by 
UeBtra.  Tatlob  and  HoDurriB. 

the  qneation  beiog  on  the  amendment 
snbinitted  hy  Ux.  TtaDwrnm  to  the  ameD^DflDt 
of  Ur.  TxTLOB— 

Mr.  OuMN  Bud:  In  that  part  of  the  roles 
of  the  Hoose  presoribiog  the  datieB  of  the  ser- 
eral  oommitteea,  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pnblic  Ezpeaditores  is  partioolarly 
directed  to  this  snbject,  and  it  is  made  their 
duty  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 

Eublte  departments,  and  particularly  into  the 
bws  making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to 
report  whether  sach  moneys  have  been  dis- 
bursed conformably  with  such  laws. 

We  find  tliis  duty  in  the  65th  mle  of  this 
House,  as  follows : 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Fnb- 
Uc  Ezpenditares  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
sereru  pubUc  departments,  and  pcrticuUrty  iato 
laws  making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  con- 
formably with  such  laws ;  and  also  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  suofa  proTisions  and  arrangements  as 
msy  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  de- 
partments, and  the  accountability  of  their  officerB.** 

Xow,  I  did  believe  that  the  duties  of  that 
committee  being  of  this  nature,  precluded  the 
necessity  of  tiie  resolation  which  was  offered, 
and  I  farther  thought  that  this  was  a  very  im- 

E roper  time  for  its  introduction — th^  it  oould 
e  attended  with  no  beneficial  result  to  the 
community,  and  that  its  only  effect  would  be 
to  waste  the  time  of  this  body,  and  prodooe 
electioneering  speeches  on  this  floor.  I  was 
miataken,  as  has  since  been  shown  by  the 
progress  of  the  present  debate.  It  appears 
that  even  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  a  dis- 
position to  transact  the  public  business  and  re- 
tam  home,  have  nevertheless  been  actuated  by 
an  anxiety  of  a  political  kind,  to  torn  this  mat- 
ter to  the  benefit  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
great  parties  which  now  divide  this  country. 

He  had  explained  himself  on  this  subject,  to 
a  gentiemwa  from  Ohio,  tn  the  folding  room 
attached  to  this  House  a  few  days  ago,  where 
he  was  Justified  in  saying,  that  fae  saw  tbon- 
sands  of  the  celebrated  Vii^nia  Address,  writ- 
ten by  Ohapman  Johnson,  folding  to  be  sent  to 
the  North  and  to  the  West,  and  even  to  the 
Sonth;  and  the  hope,  I  understand,  is  enter- 
tained, that  the  old  State  of  North  Carolina, 
among  others,  is  to  be  revolutionized  by  the 
effect  of  this  address  of  Clii^man  Johnson. 
Bnt,  sir,  I  can  tell  those  gentlemen,  who  expect 
t^is  to  be  the  result  in  North  Carolina,  that 
they  will  find  themselves  completely  defeated 
in  all  their  efforts  to  produce  such  a  resalt. 
Sir,  North  Carolina  has  repeatedly  been  tried, 
and  in  every  instance  she  has  been  true  to  her- 
self^ and  d<Hie  her  daty.  I  mentioned  to  that 
gentleman  that  all  snoh  attempts  were  perfectly 
nseless,  and  the  reply  1  received  wss,  "  Though 
the  ohances  are  now  fbr  yoo,  yet  a  reaction 
will  speedUy  be  tHrooght  about,"  and  this  sub- 
ject is  seized  nixm  as  one  means  to  aid  in  pro- 


[H.orR. 

ducing  that  resnlt.  Bir,  I  do  not  care  fur  this. 
No  eveot  in  future  ia  more  certain,  according 
to  my  judgment,  than  the  election  of  Generu 
Jackson ;  but,  let  tiiot  be  as  it  may,  I  wish  to 
see  no  diacnwons  on  this  flo<»^,  except  such  as 
are  calculated  to  advance  the  good  of  the  com- 
mnnicy,  and  th^  we  may  do  the  pnblic  bua- 
ness  and  go  home,  instead  of  remaining  here, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BaN' 
dolph)  has  sud,  to  feed  upon  the  publio 
Treasury. 

Speaking  of  the  establishment  at  West  Point, 
permit  me  to  make  one  remark.  Among  the 
Items  in  the  estimates  for  that  institution,  I 
find  the  foUowing :  "  For  compensation  to  20 
supernumerary  Second  Lieutenants,  $16,100." 
Here  are  twenty  young'  men  who  have  been 
educated  at  the  public  expense,  and  who  are 
now  supported  at  their  own  homes,  at  an  an- 
nual expense  of  |16,000.  Sir,  is  this  econo- 
my ?  I  know  that  that  institution  was  got  np 
under  a  different  Administration ;  but  t^s  ep^ 
plication  of  the  pablio  money  has  been  made 
by  the  present  Administration,  and  it  is  one  (tf 
those  expenditures  which  onght  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  present  inquiry. 

Mr.  Babnet  said :  While  we  confine  omv 
selves,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  legitimate  duties  de- 
volved on  OS,  we  continue  to  be  the  representa- 
tives of  40,000  freemen ;  but  that  moment  we 
GondeBCend  to  become  ekctioneering  partisans, 
we  resolve  ourselves  into  units,  one  in  die 
great  mass  of  onr  oonntrymen,  possessed  of 
eqasl  rights,  and  equally  onnpetsnt  irith  onr- 
selves  to  judge  and  dedde  on  the  important 
question,  who  shall  become  onr  next  Chief 
Magistrate.  I  have  resolved  to  steer  dear  of 
all  party  strife,  but  seek  not  to  conceal  my  sen- 
timents. I  believe  the  present  to  be  an  honest 
Administration,  ably  administered.  In  Mr. 
Adams  I  behold  a  plain  unpretending  republi- 
can, who  has  ei^oyed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  confidence  of  all  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sors ;  incessantly  devoting  the  ener^es  of  his 
vigorons  intellect  to  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  his  coontiy ;  while  the  distin- 
guished serricee  of  Gen.  Joekson  have  mtAr- 
oled  his  brov  with  a  wreath  of  never-fhdin^. 
glory,  and  embalmed  him  in  the  affections 
a  large  portion  of  his  countrymen.  It  remuns 
with  the  only  sovereigns,  the  people,  to  decide 
between  their  respective  claims.  It  is  not  for 
me,  nor  for  ns,  to  interfere.  We,  too,  are  pub- 
lic servants,  and  have  other  important  duties 
assigned  to  us.  My  maxim  ever  has  been,  and 
shall  be — 'may  the  Administration  of  my  coun- 
try be  always  right,  and  while  right  may  it  be 
supported. 

liie  gentieman  from  Tennessee  has  steted 
that  Uiere  are  twoily  snpemnmeraries,  gradu- 
ates at  West  Point,  now  at  their  homes,  unem- 
ployed. It  is  true^  nr.  Those  yoong  men.  in 
four  years  devoted  to  study,  are  pen^tted  but 
once  to  visit  their  famiUes.  After  obtidninc 
their  degrees  they  generally  receive  a  fiirlou^ 

two  or  three  months,  wl^oh  enables  th^ 
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to  renew  that  interoonm,  and  rekiudle  that 
glow  of  affeetion  to  their  parents  and  Mends, 
which  too  long  a  sepuatioQ  might  entirdy 
alienate.  Will  any  &ther  my  that  this  ia  ex- 
bavagant  indulgence  t  It  ia,  however,  proba- 
ble, that  at  this  present  moment,  there  are  not 
Taoanoies  in  army  to  offer  them  immediate 
employment,  bnt  in  a  very  short  time  they  be- 
come merged  in  the  Register,  and  cease  to  be 
aupernameraries.  HaTing  seen  and  known  at 
West  Point  the  destitute  orphan  son  of  a  wid- 
owed mother,  who  was  thue  edncated,  and  ia 
now  one  the  moat  distingnished  Professors, 
I  mention  the  hat,  to  conTinoe  my  friend  from 
Tennessee  tlkat  its  beneflta  are  not  mooopo- 
lized  by  tim  children  of  the  affluent  and  inflo- 
antiaL 

The  gentleman  from  Yii^^ia  expressed  great 
repugnance  at  the  idea  of  a  son  of  his  receiv- 
ing an  edaoation  at  West  Point  He  wonld 
rather  be  shoold  make  his  mark,  and  not  be 
able  to  read  or  write.  Sir,  were  this  a  charily 
school,  BO  wonld  every  man  who  had  the 
means  to  educate  his  children  out  of  his  own 
pone.  Do  not  thoee  young  men  repay  tibe 
debt  of  gratitude  due  to  the  nation  t  A  well- 
organizra  army,  well-oonstrooted  fbrtifioalions, 
■re  necessary  to  Its  defence.  The  elements  of 
military  aolence  imparted  to  them  become  the 
^merty  of  their  country,  and  are  called  into 
Muve  requisition,  in  the  construction  of  its 
fortresses  and  resistance  to  its  enemies;  and 
even  shoold  they  return  to  the  paths  of  civil 
life,  in  imparting  their  science  to  the  militia, 
our  nation's  beat  bulwark,  they  thus  contribute 
more  essentially  to  its  advantage  than  while  in 
the  tented  field.  I  have  never  ranked,  Mr. 
Speaker,  among  the  radicals.  I  hope  I  shall 
not  be  deemed  a  prodigal,  when  dedrin^  to  be 
fonnd  among  those  liberal  politicians  diqKtsed 
to  cherish  the  ezisUng  institntions  <rf  our  ooon- 
try,  and  by  anqde  appropriatioDS,  commensn- 
nte  witli  her  resonrcwa,  advance  internal  im- 
provements,  oheaiflh  your  Army,  yonr  Navy, 
BMrease  y<Mir  national  defences  of  every  de- 
•oripticm ;  and  tbns  accelerate  the  speed  m  the 
Bepnblio  in  her  march  to  the  him  destinies 
which  await  her,  and  which  can  only  be  arrest- 
ed by  a  system  of  injadicions  and  wasteful  par- 
simony. 

Kr.  Daittkl  sud :  All  resolutions  of  this  de- 
stniptton,  whenever  they  are  introduced,  pro- 
duce much  good.  They  awaken  all  concerned 
to  diligence  and  faiquiry;  abuses  are  searched 
vat,  and  the  cause  «  economy  promoted.  Yet, 
It  oaa  Mmeared  strange  to  me,  that  gentieman 
on  this  floor,  while  ur^g  eveiy  argnuent  they 
can  think  of  against  the  resolntiim,  tell  ns,  at 
the  same  time,  that  they  are  stimgly  in  fhvor 
of  it  They  declare  that  they  are  very  mnbh 
in  favor  of  searching  out  abuses,  though  thrae 
are  no  abuses  in  the  Government  to  search  out, 
and  though  they  are  certun  it  will  end  in 
nothing,  yet  that  they  support  it,  and  will  vote 
for  it  'niia  course  of  argument  i^jpears  to  me 
strange.  That  abases  do  exist,  I  have  not  the 


least  doubt ;  if  they  do  not,  why  do  geatloMs 
oppose  inquiry  ?  Can  any  injury  r^t  from 
it  I  If  the  Administration  be  indeed  as  para 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine,  it  ooght  to 
be  their  boast  and  prido  that  the  8e«rch  uoold 
be  made,  let  it  resiut  as  it  will.  They  call  npoo 
us  to  point  out  the  abuses.  Many  have  alreadj 
been  pointed  out  But,  is  this  uie  time  to  oJl 
out  for  a  detail  of  the  abuses,  when  we  are  jvtt 
appointii^  a  committee  to  inquire  if  any  atmsea 
ftziBtl  lliey  make  a  question,  and  ansva  it 
themselves.  Th^  tell  ns  all  is  weU.  Everj 
thing  is  as  it  should  be.  nr,  if  w 

the  inquiry  go  on.  Let  us  see  if  the  Adaihai> 
tration  is  as  pure  as  they  would  have  as  be- 
lieve. I  acknowledge  that  I  am  incompetent  to 
point  out  the  various  abuses  that  may  exist  ia 
a  Government  so  complicated  as  oars.  It  is 
only  from  newspaper  ramor  that  I  derive  mj 
knowledge  of  it  And,  if  I  am  to  believe  vbit 
I  see  there,  then  I  can  have  no  doubt  tikst  tbere 
ought  to  be  an  inquiry.  I  ooold  name  Eome 
offices  which  have  been  created  under  this  Ad- 
ministratioo.  The  Panama  miseitm  has  cost  oi 
somewhere  about  $80,000  or  |100,00a  Has  it 
resulted  in  any  great  benefit  f  A  IGnister  wu 
sent  to  England,  who  was  perfectly  sopenn- 
nuated,  and  wlwliy  unable  to  pGrf«m  id; 
duty,  and  it  was  through  this  that  we  lost  tb< 
West  India  trade,  and  tbLs,  in  my  opiuon,  vii 
a  great  loss,  then  was  another  great  tJam 
of  power.  This  man  was  known,  at  the  time^ 
to  be  incompetent,  and  his  miwion  cost  « 
$80,000  or  $40,000.  We  have  had  aootkr 
Minister  sent  out  since,  who  has  returned  vot 
out  much  benefit  There  hare  been  otkd 
abuses.  Men  have  been  paid  for  taking  oat 
despatches  to  our  Ministers,  who  went  out  in 
the  very  ship  with  the  Ministers  tbenwdTM. 
I  should  certainly  have  thought,  that  Un  Mis- 
istais  might  have  so  &t  oondesoended,  as  u 
take  oha^  (tf  these  dooomenta  themielm. 
Another  instance  of  abuse  is  to  be  fonnd  in  tb 
outfits  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  $1^000 
annum  as  aalarrj  I  ^ould  think,  was  an  anrii 
provision,  without  $9,000  outfit,  espeeisllj 
when  we  furnish  a  vessel,  and  bear  all  the  ex- 
penses of  their  transportatiw  to  the  spot. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  an  item  which  calls  fcx 
retrenchmrat,  and,  under  the  resolution,  it  caa 
be  reached.  But,  we  not  only  give  oar  Miiiit- 
ters  outfits  when  they  go  out,  but  we  must 
them  homefits  when  they  come  home.  Wai 
not  this  the  ease  with  young  Vt,  Kiwt  H* 
had  an  ontfit  d  $4^600,  and  yet  bis  homdt 
was  paid  him  within  rirtf  daya.  b  time  aay 
example  of  this  under  otbw  AdminiatraCiouI 
Sir,  it  is  enormous.  It  may  appear  a  littk 
sum,  bnt  it  is  very  much  if  rightly  ofmndered. 
The  expenditure  of  the  pnbl^  money  in  tht 
Goverfflnent  at  home,  has  been  made  the  snV 
^Bct  of  equal  abuses.  In  the  Qttartenitaft«''i 
Department  of  the  Army,  the  didburaeraeot  of 
$800,000  is  attended  with  an  eipensa  of  $60,000 
or  $60,000.  Is  there  ai^  on«  vba  naonaa  sss 
that  this  is  an  ahnae  f 
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Mr.  Olaek,  of  Kentnokj',  etiA :  I  am  now 
glad  to  see  a  prospect  of  excitement  being 
allayed  by  means  of  the  rcBolntion  introdacea 
hj  my  fiiend  from  Kentucky.  I  preferred  the 
original  form  of  the  resolnnon,  however,  sinoe 
I  tfiink  that  the  Oommittee  of  and  Keam 
is  the  proper  organ  through  whom  this  inquiry 
shoold  be  made.  It  will  be  recolleoted  that,  at 
the  last  seflsioD,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaaiy 
earnestly  recommended  the  exchange  of  the 
sixteen  millions  of  the  present  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States  for  other  stock,  of  a 
later  date  of  paymoit,  at  five  per  cent.,  by 
which  operation,  had  it  been  adopted,  tbere 
woald  hare  been  effected  a  clear  annual  saving 
of  160,000  dollai^  and  I  consider  it  well  wor- 
thy of  oonBiderati<Mi  by  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
uid  Means,  whether  each  an  exchange  cannot 
■till  be  eflboted.  I  preferred  the  first  rescdn- 
tton,  beeaoae  it  refSaiTed  the  inqoiry  to  a  com- 
mittee which  may  jnsdy  be  entitled  the  first  in 
this  Honse,  and  of  which  I  am  free  to  say, 
that,  in  its  wisdom,  mpliof^on,  and  integri^,  I 
entirely  confide.  I  think  the  snbject  onght  to 
be  referred  to  liiat  committee,  and  to  no  other. 
It  is  one  of  the  peculiar  snbjeots  over  which 
that  committee  is  called  to  preside,  by  the 
Bnles  and  Orders  of  this  House ;  and  although 
I  should  be  loth  to  burthen  the  committee  with 
unnecessary  labor,  yet  I  consider  it  of  vital  im- 
portance to  call  forth,  in  this  inquiry,  the  first 
tdeoti  ot  the  oonntry.  It  is  an  investigation, 
which,  from  its  own  natiure,  cannot  properly 
be  emeuted  unless  1^  an  iitdividnal  Ultimately 
aoquainted  wiUi  all  the  operations  of  the  De- 
partments of  this  Qovemment.  The  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  ragolar  dis- 
eharge  of  uieir  duty,  have  be«i  compelled  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  rontine  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Departments.  They  hare  the 
knowledge  and  are  fkmihar  with  it,  and  they 
ooold  prosecute  the  inquiry  with  one-third  of 
the  labor  that  would  he  required  by  any  other 
oommittee  of  the  Honse;  and  when  they 
•ho^  present  a  report,  it  wonia  have  tu  more 
of  the  ocmfldeaoe  of  this  Houh^  than  if  pro< 
oeding  from  any  other  quarter. 

Sir.  I  have  regretted  to  witness  the  charac- 
ter of  tills  debate.  SarcAy,  HAb  is  a  c^uesUon 
which  does  not  oharacterixe  party  m  this 
House.  Snrely,  we  have  not  yet  arrived  at 
that  degree  of  mutual  ill-will,  and  that  disre- 
gard of  all  public  justice,  which,  when  abuses 
•re  to  be  lurestigated,  arrays  the  members  of 
tills  House  in  compact  and  oppoate  ranks,  for 
and  against  any  Administration,  or  for  and 
•gainst  any  Presidential  candidate.  Such  a 
state  of  things  were  beneath  the  dignity  of  this 
House.  Surely  it  becomes  us  all  to  do  strict 
Jnatiee  to  him  who  administerfl  the  ooncems  of 
the  oonntry,  be  that  indiTldnal  whan  he  may. 

on  the  one  hand,  it  Is  important  to  the  wel- 
iu»  at  this  people  that  th«r  Bemeeentatives 
•hall  drag  forth  into  pnbUo  view  that  man  who 
Titrates  their  trust,  and  expose  him  to  the  in- 
ftmy  whioh  he  dawrrw^  it  is  «q|iuU7  impor- 
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tant,  on  the  other,  that  they  should  measnre 
ont  to  him  who  has  discharged  that  trust  with 
laborious  fidelity,  a  just  reward. 

I  did  not  volantanly  mieuuderstand  the  gen- 
tleman, ^Ir.  MnoHxLL,  of  Tennessee,)  but  the 
oonrse  of  his  remarks  indnoed  the  oelief  that 
Boch  had  been  his  inteuticHL  The  gentleman, 
however,  must  allow  him  to  make  a  nngle  re- 
mark on  the  manner  in  whioh  cadets  were  in- 
troduced into  the  Military  Academy.  He 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  existence  of  that 
institution  ifomiBbed,  in  itself  an  evident  proof 
of  the  correctness  of  his  remarks,  that,  ever 
since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jeffwson,  the  state  of  the 
country  aua  of  the  Government  had  been 
growing  worse.  He  spoke  of  the  days  of  Mr. 
Jefibrson  as  emphf^icauy  the  days  <tf  our  proa> 
perity,  but  the  gentleman  surely  knew  that  the 
Uilitaiy  Academy  was  organised  during  those 
very  days.  When  the  gentiemaa  said  that  ita 
benefits  were  confined  exclusively  to  the  sons 
of  the  rich  and  of  the  "  well-lxmit'*  I  do  not 
know  that  I  perfectly  understood  him.  I  had 
always  supposed  that  all  were  well-bom,  who 
oame  of  honest  parentage.  We  have  in  this 
country  no  priril^ed  orders.  But  the  gentie* 
man  says,  that  none  are  admitted  into  that 
school,  but  the  sons  of  the  **  well-bom  and 
the  wealthy."  In  this  opinion,  the  gentiemaa 
is  certainly  mistaken.  Unless  I  am  greatly 
misinformed,  (and  I  have  my  infomiatioa 
throng  a  very  direct  and  creditable  ohanneL) 
nine-tenths  of  tiioee  who  have  been  admittoo, 
and  are  now  there,  are  not  the  sons  c£  wealtiqr 
parents.  I  admit,  however,  that  they  are 
"  well-bom for,  not  only  are  they  the  sons 
of  honest  parents,  but  a  large  proporti<m  of 
them  are  the  sons  of  officers  and  soldiers  who 
fell  in  the  revolution  and  in  the  last  war.  If 
these  are  not  fit  sabjeots  to  receive  the  beneflta 
of  that  institution,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conoeire 
who  ought  to  be  BO  considered.  Their  parenta 
were  indeed  poor,  but  they  were  honest  and 
patriotic,  and  they  shed  their  best  blood  for 
that  libera,  and  all  those  wAtioal  Ueadi:^ 
whioh  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  now  at* 
j<rf8,  and  whidli  I  hope  he  may  Imig  oontinne 
to  eqjoy.  In  the  oham  he  made,  he  was  C6r> 
tainly  mistaken,  and,  u  he  will  take  the  troubia 
to  inquire,  he  will  be  satisfied  nil  the  fact. 

Mr.  MrroHKLL,  of  Tennessee,  said:  I  rise 
merely  to  support  the  aUegaticm  whioh  I  mads^ 
whidi,  to  my  mind,  is  as  irrefragable,  as  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar  is  immovable.  I  said  that 
the  benefits  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point  are 
given  to  some  of  the  well-bom,  and  as  the  gen- 
tleman professes  not  fully  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  that  expression,  I  will  treat  him 
with  a  dissertation  upon  it  None  can  abhor 
the  word  more  than  I  do :  Ibr  this  is  a  Oovem- 
ment  where  merit  ought  to  ria&  ftom  whatever 
station  it  may  prooeed.  But  the  QoTemment 
has  converged ;  the  poor  and  humble  ara 
looked  upon  as  "  eanatUa^^*  to  use  an  ezprea- 
sion  of  the  honoiable  gentieman  frran  Yirpnia, 
(Mr.  Rumoi-PiO  ^  ^  sun  poaaeaaed  of 


Digitized  by 


806 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.OVB.] 

thonusndfl  of  dirty  acres,  (no  matter  how  he- 
may  have  gal  than,)  is  regarded  as  a  person  of 
oonseqnenoe  and  consideration  I  It  is  the  sons 
of  these,  and  such  as  thrae,  who  are  called  the 
wdl-bom.  Bat  there  is  a  ^>ecies  of  people 
amonff  ns  whom  t^e  GovemmoDt  has  fostered, 
even  on  this  floor,  who  esteem  wealth  more 
than  they  do  aU  the  knowledge,  talent,  and 
Tirtae,  of  a  sage.  I  acknowledge  that  proper- 
ty is  a  great  blessing  when  bestowed  by  the 
monificence  of  Heaven  upon  men  of  talents 
and  integrity,  who  consider  themselves  aa  stew- 
ards for  the  benefit  of  society ;  bat  there  are 
others,  in  whose  hands  property  is  one  ot  the 
gresteat  of  oorses.  I  hopie  Uiat  tiie  genUonan, 
%iy  this  time^  has  a  full  view  of  what  I  meant 
liy  &9  term  well-bom.  Bir,  I  know  of  no  sach 
tning  as  personal  distinotion,  nnder  this  Gov- 
ernment I  see^  indeed,  an  attempt  at  it,  bat 
that  attempt  ia  odiooa  to  me,  and  to  all  who 
tiiink  as  I  do. 

Kow,  sir,  who  are  in  this  West  Point  Acad- 
emy t  One  gentleman  tells  us  that  there  is  to 
be  fonsd  the  son  of  a  widowed  mother.  Sir,  I 
thoold  be  glad  the  gentleman  woold  name 
))lm.  X  oeitainly  never  heard  of  sach  a  one 
before.  [The  faonoraUe  member  here  named 
•Mne  of  the  yoatba  who  were  at  the  Academy, 
whose  names  and  parentage  the  reporter  was 
not  able  to  catch  with  safficient  distinctneaa  to 
embody  them  in  this  report,  commenting  upon 
ihem  as  he  went  ^ong.j  Sir,  I  feel  no  enmity 
whatever  towards  those  who  oondaet  that  in- 
■tltatjon.  God  bless  th«n — they  are  in  what 
Qiej  believe  to  be  the  coarse  of  their  duty,  and 
It  ia  not  with  them  that  I  And  any  fault.  It  ia 
tiie  institation  which  I  hate,  and  I  hate  it  for 
tibe  reasons  I  have  stated.  From  a  district  ad- 
jcdnii^  that  of  my  colleagae,  there  is  a  young 
man  of  wealth  and  mlendor — but,  sir,  this 
provd  eoul  of  mine  shall  be  bent  as  low  as  that 
pf^t  of  degradaticHi  to  which  the  Goreniment 
■eems  likely  to  bring  ns  all,  before  a  scm  of 
mine  shall  be  broof^t  there.  Notwithstanding 
I  have  the  same  privilege  with  other  membws, 
I  should  deem  myself  unworthy  of  the  coafi- 
denoe  of  the  honored  thousand  souls  who  have 
sent  me  here  as  their  Representative,  if  I  could 
Dse  that  privilege  in  &Tor  of  any  son  of  mine. 
Sir,  my  colleague  did  me  no  more  than  justice, 
when  be  said  that  I  usually  speak  with  caution 
in  this  House,  Sir,  I  never  speak  unadvisedly ; 
neither  is  it  my  defdre  or  intention  to  hurt  any 
one.  I  am,  it  is  true,  the  son  of  a  corrupt  and 
fUIen  race,  but  my  conscience  does  not  re- 
proaoh  me  with  ever  dengning  to  speak  what 
u  wrong,   la  what  I  said  of  this  Academy,  I 

Soke  from  data,  as  I  hope  the  gentleman  also 
d  when  be  tola  as  about  the  son  of  a  widow 
who  bad  been  received  there.  I  know  him 
not,  and  I  protest  before  Heaven  aud  this 
EoQse,  that  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that  no  son 
a  forlorn  and  destitute  widow  has  ever  been 
received  there.  But  when  I  speak  of  a  forlorn 
and  destitute  widow,  I  do  not  mean  a  woman 
who  has  merely  lost  her  oompaoion  in  life ;  by 
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that  desoiiptiiHi  I  nnderrtaiid  a  vomsa  d»> 
pressed  by  poverty,  who  has  a  family  to  man- 
ttun,  and  who  is  compelled,  by  neeesritj,  to 
drudge  frcnn  the  morning  to  uie  night,  Qi^  the 
unwearied  ant,)  for  her  offlspriog.  She  is  a  for- 
lorn widow,  and  I  never  yet  hMrd  of  the  Ma 
of  such  a  one  being  recommended  and  adm^Oti 
to  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Ifr.  Andrbsok,  of  PenDsylvania,  said :  The 
supposed  prodiguity  and  extravagance  of  tk 
Government  for  some  time  past,  had  afforded  i 
rich  theme  for  dedamation  tbrooghoat  eTciy 
part  of  the  United  States.  Newew^  tmj' 
ists  bad  been  clamorona  on  the  sntyect  Aad 
where,  he  would  ask,  have  we  been  told,  ve 
should  find  ev^ence  of  this  prodigal  expoi^ 
tare  of  the  pablle  revenue  ?   In  the  snbndi- 
nate  offices  oi  the  Treasury  Department  f  So^ 
sir.   Where,  then,  are  we  told  we  shoold  find 
itf   In  the  East  Boom.    There,  it  has  beea 
iKtldly  asserted,  would  be  found  the  ^tterinf 
and  costly  representatives  of  thonsands  npoD 
thousands  of  the  public  money.  There,  sr,  ve 
have  been  informed,  we  shoidd  find  the  moBt 
inconteetable  evidences  of  the  extravagance  ud 
prodi^ityofthepresent AdminiatniticHif  Asd 
what  IS  the  &ot  1  After  being  led  by  eorioritv, 
or  by  the  glariu;  li^t  of  this  igni»  /oteai,  ts 
its  preteaded  locanoD,  what  do  we  fiadt 
Nothing,  except  a  few  cbair&  ^tparently  of  do> 
mestic  manumcture,  and  ch  Uttie  value.  B> 
would  beg  leave  to  uk,  what  had  gone  with 
all  this  OMtly  fdmiture,  if  It  ever  was  Uienl 
As  that  oonatitated  a  very  important  put  of 
the  duties  of  the  Oommittee  of  Wajs  and 
Keans,  which  devolved  upon  them  by  a  Sole 
of  the  House,  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  in- 
form us.   For  the  purpose,  then,  of  ascertus- 
ing  whether  snob  an  unpropitlons  stale 
ttdngs  did  exist,  hi  relation  to  the  managemoit 
of  oar  financial  concerns,  he  was  wiUing  tbt 
the  inquiry  should  be  made,  and  that  the  fict 
of  their  existence  or  n(m-e]ddenoe  should  be 
disclosed.  If  a  disease  so  alaimini^  and  so  aii- 
llgnant  in  its  otiaraoter,  existed  in  the  body 
politic,  let  a  pronmt  mA  efficient  remedy  to 
applied,  lest,  by  delay,  the  disease  shonld  b^ 
come  incurable.   If  reform  was  neceesaiy,  M 
as  go  to  work  promptly.   If  retrendunent  ia 
all  or  any  of  ^e  Departments  was  required,  kt 
the  fact  be  speedily  asoertuned,  and  the  reme- 
dy applied.   Ifj  on  the  oootrary,  it  should  be 
found,  on  inquiry,  that  no  reasonable  groan^ 
of  complaint  existed,  that  all  the  subcmiasi* 
offices  were  indispensably  necessary  for  the  d^ 
spatch  of  the  public  bnrinoss  that  tiie  salaiiei 
of  the  officers  and  derka  were  not  extrsvagiBt 
— let  the  pubUo  know  it. 

Ail  his  deliberations  on  the  saUect  had  led 
to  tiie  OMudusion,  that,  as  all  thoee  office^ 
about  some  of  whioh  so  mneh  had  been  said, 
liad  been  established  by  le^alative  acts— tlls^ 
as  the  s^ariea  of  the  officers  and  darts  wen 
fixed  by  law,  and  graduated,  no  doabt,  bj  i 
due  regard,  as  wdl  to  the  public  interest,  as  to 
Uie  nature  and  importance  of  the  services  to 
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be  rendered — ^it  wonld  be  unchftritaUe  in  him 
to  chai^  the  Gtovemment  with  extravagance, 
unless  he  had  better  in&rmation,  and  stronger 
evidence  of  the  fact,  than  ooold  be  derived 
from  newspaper  essajs.  He  ahoold  not,  be 
ihonght,  be  pasnng  a  yetj  handsome  compli- 
ment on  the  very  able  and  highly  distinguished 
predecessor  of  the  preaent  honorable  Cbairman 
of  the  Committee  oi  "Wajs  and  Ueans,  sboold 
he  be  indaoed  to  make  a  ohaive  so  illiberal. 

ICr.BuoBAVAiTflaid;  As  the  rbmaeifipears  de- 
termined to  pass  arane  reaolnticHi  upon  the  anb- 
ject  now  before  them,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  making  a  aa^^estion  in  relation  to  the  Uil- 
itary  Aculemj  at  West  Fuiat.  It  ia  obiefly  in- 
tended for  the  oonmtfttee  who  may  havk  ohtrge 
of  the  resolntion. 

I  cannot  agree  with  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  hare  addressed  the  Honse,  that  the  Hili- 
tary  Academy  shoold  be  abolished.  On  the 
contrary,  this  Govenmient,  poeaessing  the  pow- 
er of  making  war,  and  being  under  a  solemn 
obligation  to  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
owe  it  to  thenufllTea  and  to  the  peo^e  of  this 
ooimtry,  to  fbnudi  tiunn  with  the  means  4^ 
militaiy  imtxnetion.  War,  eqmdally  in  mod- 
em timei^  has  become  in  art,  nay  a  sdenoe,  so 
ttxtennTe  and  so  complex  in  its  nature,  that  its 
tiheory  can  <MiIy  l>e  acquired  after  years  of  ap- 
plici^on.  A  Solitary  Academy  is  tbe  b<»t 
plan  which  has  ever  yet  been  devised  of  com- 
manioating  nulitary  iDstraotion.  It  is  tme, 
that  a  few  men  of  brilliant  genins,  have  ap- 
peared in  the  worid^  who,  wiuiout  a  military 
education,  by  mere  mtaition,  have  excelled  in 
the  art  of  war.  These  splendid  exceptions 
ooght  not  to  detract  from  the  general  mle  that 
a  military  education  is  necessary  to  malu  a 
ddUtal  and  efficient  ofRoer. 

Qentlemen  have  complained,  and  I  believe 
vith  joatice,  that  there  now  are  several  snper- 
nmnerary  cadets.  I  would  suggest  the  source 
of  this  evil  to  be,  that  the  Military  Academy  is 
too  large  for  the  Army — or,  if  any  gentleman 
will  have  it  so,  the  Army  is  too  small  for  the 
Military  Academy.  A  just  proportion  does 
not  exist  between  them.  The  supply  of  offi- 
cers which  the  Academy  fdmlshee  is  too  great 
for  the  demand  oi  an  army  not  amounting  to 
6,000  men.  This  state  of  things  gives  birth  to 
aooUier  evil.  No  man  who  now  enlists  as  a 
^vate  soUUer  in  the  .Army,  no  matter  what 
nay  be  his  c^woi^,  or  what  may  be  his  oon- 
doety  can  ever  expect  to  bepromoted  above  the 
tank  of  a  petty  officer.  a»  can  never  Indulge 
the  hope,  whitm  the  pdioy  and  the  praotice  of 
the  wwMt  nations  nave  sanctioned,  that  he 
may  one  day  become  a  general  officer.  Every 
avenue  to  promotion  is  dosed  against  him  by 
the  gradnatea  at  West  Point,  who  alwm  have 
tiie  preference  and  are  more  than  snffident  to 
fliniish  the  army  with  officers. 

Whethw  the  Government,  in  addition  to  far- 
nishing  the  means  of  a  military  education, 
cof^t  to  feed,  and  clothe,  and  pay  the  cadets, 
whurt  tii^y  an  rec^ving  it,  is  a  qpMti/a.  well 
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worthy  of  tbe  attention  of  the  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  may  be  referred.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that,  whatever  other  sina  may  be 
furly  chai^i;eable  against  the  present  Adminia- 
tration,  they  cannot  be  justly  ohai^^ble  with 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy. 

Jjimcnitiim  and  Ssthortaiien  to  Order. 
The  Speaker  (Asdbbw  SnvxmoN,  Esq.) 
roee  and  addressed  t^e  House.  He  fdL  he 
aiud,  veiy  deep  regret  at  the  personal  and  un- 
pleasant character  which  the  debate  bad  a»* 
smned,  and  whidi,  if  con^ned,  was  calculated 
to  have  a  baneftil  effect  upon  the  character  and 
ddibwationa  Uie  House.  The  Speaker  oe^ 
tainly  eonld  have  no  wish  to  restrict  iraprop* 
eriy,  the  freedom  of  debate.  He  had  never 
attempted  it ;  he  never  should ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  it  a  duty  that  be  owed  tbe  House, 
the  nation,  and  himself^  to  interpose  the  au- 
thority of  the  Chair  in  mfdntaioing  the  order 
and  dignity  of  the  House,  and  in  repressing 
persontdities  and  recriminations,  whiim  ooula 
produce  no  other  effect  than  deep  excitement 
and  pers(mal  altercations.  In  the  easemeaa 
of  MmtrovOTsy,  and  the  commotion  of  deoata,  it 
was  often  very  difficult  fbr  the  C9udr  to  inter- 
pose sncceasfblly  its  airthority  in  preserving  or- 
der, and  limiting  debate;  in  cases  of  great  or 
unusual  excitement,  it  could  never  be  done 
without  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  co-op- 
eration of  the  House.  In  making  these  re- 
marks, the  Cfadr  intended  no  allusion  to  uiy 
particular  member  of  the  House.  He  bad 
risen  to  impress  upon  tbe  House  the  necessity 
of  enforcing  order,  and  sustaining  the  Ofatdr, 
and  to  entreat  gentlemea,  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  mingle  in  the  debate,  to  refrain  from 
peramial  and  recriminating  remarks  towards 
each  otiier,  and  to  confine  themselveB  to  the 
snbject  under  con^deration.* 

MovoAT,  Jannary  28, 
Sttretuilimmt. 

When  the  House  a^oumed  tm  Saturdi^,  a 
motion  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Dobsst  to  lav 
the  resolutions  of  Mr.  OsaToiT,  together  with 
the  amendment  thereto,  on  the  tahle.  On  the 
opening  of  tbe  debate  this  morning,  '}Sx.  ISobbex 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  question  then  re- 
curring on  ^e  amendment  of  Mr  Blaes — 

Mr.BvcENER,  of  Kentucky,  said:  I  have  said 
that^  when  offered,  I  was  prepared  at  once,  and 
willmg  to  aid  the  proposed  inquiry.  Yet,  can- 
dor compels  me  to  declare,  uiat  such  a  vote 
would  not  hare  been  founded  on  any  belief^  or 
even  snroicion,  that  there  were  such  abuses  as 
those  pomted  out  They  may  be :  If  so,  they 
are  not  within  my  knowledge.  As  a  friend  ot 
the  Administration,  there  was  no  option  al- 
lowed me,  as  to  my  vote.  We  ocoapy  an  en- 
tirdy  diflermt  attitude  from  gentlemiBn  of  the 
oppotitlon.    If  tiiey  will  exhibit  accusations, 

•Krary  Uili>«  U  omlttml  In  tUa  abttdgiMBt  vUoh  M  to 
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and  get  op  debates,  bowever  aselees,  bj  wbicb 
that  time  la  oonsomed  wliioh  i^nld  be  devoted 
to  important  bnffloeaH,  it  is  not  our  &ait  Sit- 
uated as  we  are,  it  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected that  we  would  refuse  to  me^t  them. 
What  was  the  resolution  in  substance,  as  orig- 
inally offered  t  That  the  national  debt  should 
be  q»eedily  pfdd  off;  that,  to  effectuate  this,  a 
genearal  retreuohment  oS  public  eroenditorea 
Should  be  resorted  to ;  that  the  nnm  W  of  offi* 
oers  employed  in  the  pnblio  Bonrioe  should  be 
lessened,  and  the  salaiiea  of  those  retained, 
diminished.  In  support  of  this,  it  was  said  by 
the  mover,  that  tnere  iren  sinecure  offices, 
th&t  we  had  departed  from  the  republican  sim- 
plicity of  our  ancestors;  that  the  public  money 
had  been  uselessly  squandered,  &c.  Kow,  sir, 
whilst  I  admit  tb^  the  public  debt  ought  to  be 
discharged  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible, 
without  detriment  to  other  great  national  in- 
terests ;  and  whilst  willing  to  vote  for  an  in- 
Teeti^ation  of  the  allied  prodigally,  I  neither 
sanotioQ  it  as  oorreot,  nor  concur  in  the  gentle- 
man's argument  After  all  that  was  said  by 
him,  in  genial  terms,  about  profusion,  national 
bankmpt^^,  wiuA  were  nis  specifications? 
That  the  servicee  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  might 
be  dispensed  wit^  the  oocaaaon  for  vhidi  that 
<rfloa  was  <veated  having  loi^  idnoe  passed 
away.    That  our  tables  were  every  morning 

EUed  with  useless  documents,  and  reports  as 
>ng  as  the  moral  law.  Whilst  he  seemed  to 
imi^ne  that,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  and 
the  North  "  rooked  in  the  cradle  of  ease  and 
luxury,"  this  would  be  considered  as  a  matter 
of  littie  moment^  in  the  West  there  was  but  one 
voice  ooncercing  It.  Wbatevw,  air.  there  may 
be  of  i«odigality  <^  puUio  money  in  this  mat- 
ter, it  savors  more  M  any  Oung  else  than  hix- 
vry.  But,  if  the  geotleiiian  so  estimates  it,  let 
me  assure  him,  uat,  throughout  the  session, 
he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  indulge  his  ap- 
pe^  in  the  loxonr  ot  a  most  delectable  va- 
riety. Reports,  and  the  testUnony  upon  which 
tiiey  are  founded,  must  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore us,  to  enable  us  to  determine  correctly  such 
dsoms  as  are  presented  to  Congress.  They  are 
oases  in  which  redress  can  be  obtained,  and  jus- 
tice done  nowhere  else.  Many  of  them  are  for 
TOTT  large  amounts  of  money  or  property.  In 
snJi  cases,  are  we  to  act  blindfolded,  and  at- 
tempttodispenseju8tieeatbq>-hazard?  Bnrely 
sot  in  any  particnlar  caw,  any  gentleman 
believes  that  it  would  be  useless  or  improper  to 
print  them,  when  the  motion  is  made  to  have 
them  prfaited  is  the  time  to  oppose  it. 

Yet,  sir,  I  am  not  not  at  all  disposed  to  cen- 
sure the  ipsntieman  who  iutroduoea  the  resolu- 
tions. He  did  BO,  no  doubt,  under  honest  con- 
victions of  their  propriety — ^he  had  seen  these 
charges  of  extravagance,  of  corruption  in  the 
disbursements  of  public  money,  repeated  so  fre- 
quently, in  a  thousand  different  shapes  in  the 
newspapers,  by  editors  in  various  parts  of  the 
UnitM  QttAn,  from  some  of  higa  standing, 
down  to  the  cura  of  the  very  lowest  degree, 
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until  he  began  to  believe  there  most  be  torn 
truth  in  it.  However  zealous  a  man  mj  U 
in  his  pursuit  of  truth,  even  folsebooda  mj  be 
repeated  in  his  hearing  so  ft^nently  and  eoi> 
fidently,  that  at  last  they  are  received  as  tntla. 
Hay  I  not  now  be  allowed  to  induce  the  hope, 
that  my  colleague  has  become  satistied,  thit  ha 
entertuned  most  erroneous  couceptiooift  of  tbcss 
matterst  Else,  why  haa  he  so  entirdy  alaa- 
dened  hie  original  resohitzon  I  Sinecure  office^ 
hi|^  salaries  of  offloera,  tbe  nnneceaaaiy  BBBiba 
of  them ;  the  high  per  diem  allowanoe  to  w» 
bers  seem  to  have  been  forgotten,  and  we  m 
now  invited  to  inquire  as  to  the  macner  ia 
which  the  money  appropriated  for  forogn  ia- 
torcoursB,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Executive  Departments,  has  been  q^ilicd 
since  18S4 — ^yes,  sir,  since  18S4.  There  lis 
the  secret.  All  errors,  if  any,  committed  be- 
fore that  period,  are  not  worth  investigatioc. 
They  would  shed  no  valuable  light  <hi  t£e  nb- 
ject.  The  occurrence  has  passed  by,  and  iiio 
longer  of  any  moment.  It  would  be  of  no  N^ 
vice  in  aoggestinff  the  jm^riety  d  any  Augt 
in  the  law (m  l£e snl;|ect  Very  w^ letda 
inquiry  be  so  limited.  I  am  villiiig  to  go  bsck 
as  far  as  they  please ;  to  cmumenoe,  and  to 
stop,  where  they  please.  Should  there  be 
thing  wrong  in  the  management  of  the  afUn 
of  this  nation,  by  tiiia  Administratitm,  let  it  k  : 
made  appear,  u  it  be  en  error  of  the  bead,  ■  j 
magnanimous  and  generous  public  will  sconi  to 
punish ;  if  it  proceed  from  oormptitai,  it  wiD 
show  that  they  ou^ht  no  longer  to  be  tmited. 
When  proof  of  this  is  produced,  none  will  ba 
more  ready  than  myself  to  pronounce  a  verdkt 
of  guilty.  But  idle  snspicimi,  and  worse  tha 
idle  rumor,  shall  never  inflnence  my  Jodgncit. 

We  were  tdd  by  the  gentleman  from  Viigiin^ 
Qtr.  BAHDOLrE,)  that  he  would  oppose  any  ud 
every  party  who  would  impose  on  this  emataj 
any  man  as  its  Chief  Hagistrate,  bendes  bim 
who  receives  the  greatest  number  of  its  votes,  i 
Is  our  constitution  then  a  dead  letter  t  Caai  i 
man  ofmsoientionsly  discharge  a  duty  derolviDf 
on  him  in  the  electioD  of  a  PrMident,  violstiiv 
neither  the  letter  or  s[urit  of  that  aacred  iuitn- 
meoitf  and  yet  be  subjected  to  censure  f  Tbat 
must  be  the  geiiti«nan 'a  opinion :  for  no  ma 
elected  by  Congress,  can  have  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  the  people ;  <^erwiie, 
the  tteotitm  would  not  have  devolTed  on  Coo- 
greas.  I  was  tmly  forpriaed  to  hear  mA  sai* 
timents  avowed;  and  the  more  eqpeeial];* 
coming  from  such  a  quarter.  When,  on  the 
last  eleoti<m  ot  Preddent,  that  matte-  wu  be- 
fore Congress,  I  understiood,  and  still  undo^ 
stand,  that  every  member  from  Yiiginia  rotad 
fw  Mr.  Crawford,  exc^t  two,  of  which  tvo 
the  gentieman  (Ur.  Bakdolfh)  was  not  «>& 
It  is  to  be  Dresumed  that  he  did  not  vote 
one  man,  ana  wish  another  to  be  sleeted.  Be 
was  iu  earnest  as  to  the  vote  which  be»^ 
and  was,  no  doubt,  aii:dous  for  Mr.  CrawKW' 
eleetion.  And  yet,  aooording  to  his  I*^^ 
declarations,  he  would  then  have  fanpoaed  ob 
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thU  ooontiy  »  nun,  as  its  Chief  Hagistrate, 
who  had  not  receivea  a  mfljoritj*  of  tiie  votes 
of  the  people :  jea,  aad  he  would  now  upon  titte 
MUne  pnoclpiM,  bad  he  been  eleeteo,  been 
found  oppofl«d  to  his  administralion,  fw  that 
reason  only,  if  not  for  other  reasons. 

Itr.  WjLaaiKQTOH  s^d:  When  the  resoln- 
tion  was  offered  hj  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tnckj,  (Ur.  Chilton,)  I  had  resolved  to  vote 
agfunst  it — not  that  I  was  opposed  to  re- 
trenchment or  the  reform  of  any  abuses  which 
might,  by  possibility,  exist  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  General  Government,  bnt  beoanse  I 
did  not  beUere  that  any  valoaUe  resnlts  to  thU 
iiati<m  could  grow  ont  of  such  inquiry,  and 
beoanse  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now  imagine, 
that  any  abases  exist,  which  require  the  inter- 
vention of  this  House,  or  which  this  inquiry  is 
caloulated  in  any  manner  to  reform.  I  consid- 
ered it  merely  as  the  red^ption  of  a  pledge, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  informed 
ns  he  had  given  to  his  constituents.  Bat  in 
the  latitude  which  has  been  allowed  in  this 
debate,  sentiments  have  been  expressed  by  gen- 
tlemen distinguished  for  their  talents,  high  in 
the  estunation  of  the  public,  and  high  in  the 
confidence  of  their  party.  What  are  uie  deolar 
rations  they  hara  made,  air  1  That  tiiis  is  not 
the  time  for  reform ;  that  the  clouds  which  now 
obscure  the  political  horizon  must  he  chased 
away,  by  the  rising  of  another  and  a  brighter  sun 
•—an  evident  allusion  to  the  election  of  another 
Preudent — ^that  you  have  nothing  to  hope  for 
or  expect  from  the  present  AdministraUon,  in 
aid  of  your  patriotic  exertions  to  effect  reform. 
Sir,  the  imputation  has  gone  forth  to  the  world, 
under  the  sanction  of  high  autiiority,  that 
abases,  if  not  corruption,  do  exist,  and  that 
any  attempt  at  their  exposure  would  prove  un- 
availing, as  you  coald  expect  no  oo-operation 
from  tbe  rulers  of  this  nation,  who  are  thus 
pronounced  too  corrupt,  too  mnoh  wedded  to 
their  own  nnister  views,  to  make  any  saoifioe 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.  So  far,  sir,  we 
liave  heard  nothing  but  allegation^  without  the 
semblance  of  proof :  for  all  the  eviduioe  which 
lus  been  attempted  to  be  prodnced,  has  been 
ably  met,  and  triumphantly  refuted,  without 
the  aid  of  any  inquisition. 

Sir,  I  believe  this  Administration  to  be  as 
pure,  as  patrotic,  as  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
the  nation,  as  far  removed  from  the  suspicion  of 
corruption,  as  any  which  ever  has,  aye,  nr,  and 
as  ever  will  preside  over  the  destinies  of  this 
Bepublio ;  and  that,  like  gold,  the  oftener  as- 
■i^red,  the  bri^ter  it  will  shine.  Sir,  the  Ad- 
znuistretim  no  inquiry  or  scrutiny,  how- 
ever tiipA,  nther  in  relation  to  the  difr- 
iHirsements  of  public  money,  or  the  discharge 
of  _  the  duties  appertaining  to  their  offices ; 
neltiier  do  timr  friends  entertun  a  fear  on 
their  aooonnt.  On  the  contrary,  we  invite  and 
challenge  the  fullest  and  freest  investigation : 
and,  in  accordance  with  this  belief,  I  would, 
with  great  deference,  suggest  to  my  friends— 
politiMl  friffiids  I  mean— for  I  have  the  pleas- 


 [H-  or  R. 

nre  of  oluming  many  personal  fHaida  on  this 
floor,  with  whom  I  am  not  pcditioaUy  assoidated 
— that  every  amendment  should  be  withdrawn 
which  has  been  ofEured  by  them,  and  that  we 
afford  to  the  gentleman  firam  Eentuoky  every 
focility  he  can  deure,  by  adopting  his  orinnal 
resolution,  or  the  modification  offered  by  imn, 
as  he  may  pr^er.  This  is  not  an  inquiry  of 
our  seeking,  and  let  us  not  put  it  in  the  power 
of  gentlemen  to  say  that  we  frittered  down,  or 
in  any  way  embarrassed,  the  inquiry  they  had 
proposed.  Let  the  whole  reqwnsibility  rest 
where  it  should.  For  my  own  part,  I  will  vote 
ag^nst  every  proposititm,  taHher  in  the  w^y 
«l  amendment  m  anbstitate,  which  does  not 
oris^nate  wiUi  Hbo  gentleman  from  Emtookj, 
or  his  political  Menflw. 

One  word,  sir,  in  reply  to  the  (^Ueman 
from  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the  institution  at 
West  Point,  and  I  am  done.  Having  recently 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  an  examination 
at  the  Kilitary  Academy,  I  wul  take  the  liberty 
of  stating  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by 
that  visit.  Without  having  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  foreign  travel,  and  of  making  a 
comparison  of  this  with  similar  institutions  of 
otiier  nations,  I  will  vNitore  to  assert,  that,  in 
regard  to  disdpline,  .and  indeed  tlw  whole 
economy  of  its  arrao^mmta  and  oonducl^  H  ia 
not  excelled  by  any  institution  in  the  world. 
Sir^  it  is  a  noble  monument  (tf  the  liberal  and^ 
enlightened  policy  of  this  nation.  It  richly  de-* 
serves  instead  of  reprohaticm,  the  fostering  core 
and  protection  of  the  Government  Young 
men,  from  every  State  of  this  widely  extended 
empire,  are  broaght  together  at  West  Point. 
They  there  form  friendships  which  remain 
through  life;  local  jealousies  and  prtfjudicea, 
which  unh^pUy  exist  among  ns,  are  conquer- 
ed ;  and  the  associations  growing  out  of  this 
friendly  intMoonrse  have  a  most  mipoatng  in- 
fiaence,  In  a  pcditioal  respect,  by  drawing  more 
closely  the  ohun  whion  tnnds  together  tlds 
great  Ocmfederacy.  It  is  true,  ur,  the  selectioa 
of  cadets  is  not  oooflned  to  any  {wrtioidar  liam 
of  society ;  nor  can  I  perceive  tnj  jnst  reaatn 
why  it  should  be :  for  this  institution  was  cre- 
ated for  the  ben^t  d  the  whole  community. 
Yet  the  gentleman  asserts  that  none  but  the 
well-bom  are  allowed  to  participate  in  its  ad- 
vantages, to  the  exclusion  of  the  sras  of  Revo- 
lutionary fathers  and  widowed  mothers;  bnt 
one  fact,  nr,  is  worth  a  thousand  such  asser- 
tions :  For  I  myself,  within  the  last  year,  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  procuring  for  the  deserving 
son  of  a  ^OOT  widow  In  my  district,  a  warrant 
of  adndsaion  to  tiiat  Behool;  and  I  eould  in- 
stance to  the  gentlraian  frran  Tennessee,  many 

S>p<^tinents  of  a  rimilar  eharaotw— one  par- 
inilarly,  in  tlids  district,  of  the  son  of  an  old 
Bevolownary  officer  and  poor  widow,  to  whom 
the  present  Secretary  of  War  promptly  gave 
a  warrant.  But,  air,  no  censure  can  attadi  to 
this  Administratis  in  relation  to  that  establish- 
ment, it  being  almost  co-eval  with  our  Govwn- 
mwt.  I  tharafwe  will  not  omianme  the  tima 
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ct  the  Hotiee  hy  way  fiutiier  refieiraiwe  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentlomui. 

If r.  Ikohaii  sud :  The  resolation  before  the 
House  simply  proposes  a  retreachmeot  of  pob- 
lic  ezpenditnrea,  vithoat  reference  to  the  pe- 
riod when  sQch  a  meosnre  became  proper  or 
necessary,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  some  re- 
trenchment miritt  be  effected;  bnt  it  by  no 
means  follows  uiat  the  AdmUufltratkn  would 
be  assailed  by  soch  a  measure.  AnoUter  part 
(tf  the  inqairy  propose*  a  specific  inquiry  as  to 
tiie  ezpenditare  of  oertun  snma  of  money 

Slaoed  at  the  ^Uspoaal  of  the  President  and 
[eadfl  of  Departmenta.  We  all  know,  that, 
when  the  law  prescribes  the  special  application 
of  pnblio  money,  there  cannot  be  mnon  danger 
of  a  misapplication ;  bnt  where  large  smns  are 
disbarsed  at  discretion,  it  is,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  a  fit  snbject  for  the  scmtiny  of  this  Honse, 
and  may  mirly  be  done,  and  has  been  done 
over  and  over  again,  without  any  imputation 
againat  the  Adminiatrationa  who  have  made 
aaofa  disbnimnents ;  if  all  baa  been  d<»ie  right, 
they  can  have  no  iuat  ot^eeUon  to  the  scru- 
tiny ;  if  any  thing  nas  been  done  wrong,  we 
have  a  right  to  know :  for,  in  tMher  case,  the 
information  may  be  nsefnl  to  direct  ftitnre  leg- 
islation. Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  into  the 
amount  of  the  snma  that  are  placed  at  the 
discretionary  disposal  of  the  President  and 
^Heads  of  Departments.  The  proposed  inquiry 
goes  back,  I  believe,  three  .years.  The  sums 
appropriated  for  the  contingencies  of  foreign 
intercourse,  for  that  time,  are  as  follows :  1825, 
$40,000  ;  1826,  $40,000 ;  1627,  $30  000— $110,- 
000 :  this  is  the  ftmd  oat  of  whidi  the  Presi- 
dent may  by  law,  cause  to  be  pud  what  amount 
he  pleases,  and  il^  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
fatereat  reqnirea  it  to  be  oonoealed,  he  ew^ea 
tiiat  ftot  to  the  aooomiting  oflkera,  and  they 
settle  the  account  withont  spedfioation,  or  any 
other  voucher  than  the  certificate  I  have  men- 
tioned. It  is  proper  that  we  should  know  what 
Bums  have  been  thns  settled  at  the  Treasury, 
I  wonld  not  invade  any  r^nlation  which  may 
have  been  found  expedient,  especially  in  times 
of  war  and  difficulty,  but  the  resolution  does 
not  call  for  the  specification,  it  only  asks  for 
the  amount  so  expended.  The  remainder  of 
this  fund  and  the  appropriations  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  foreign  misdons,  and  the  contin- 
gent enenses  of  the  several  Department^  are 
required  by  tlie  reaolotions,  to  be  specified, 
and  to  taia  there  can  be  reascmable  otjeotion. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  "  contingen- 
(des  of  miaaions  abroad,"  for  the  last  three 
yearn,  is  970,000,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  die  Departments  $211,645,  making  a 
total  sum  of  $891,646,  including  the  foreign  in- 
tercourse fund,  which  is  disbursed  very  much 
at  discretion.  Now,  sir,  if  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  should  be  adopted, 
it  will  exclude  us  ftom  any  knowledge  of  these 
large  disbursements.  But  let  us  consider  what 
his  amendment  proposes  to  do  iu  place  of  the 
inquiry  contanpLated  by  the  reaolutiona  oi  the 


gentleman  from  Kentuc^.  TIm  &st  ivti|i«i- 
tion  of  tiic  amendment  is  to  inquire  nm&et 
any  abuses  have  been  committed  by  the  Pitsi- 
dent  or  Heads  of  Departments,  and  That  ca 
that  end  in  ?  Shall  we  send  a  committee  to  tbt 
President,  to  ask  him  what  abuses  he  has  ooiih 
mitted  ?  ne  will  tell  them  in  the  first  plan 
that  he  does  not  confer  with  conmiittceG,  nd 
in  the  next,  that  he  is  not  conadoua  of  liltaaf 
his  trust,  and  is  not  bound  to  answer  that  qott- 
tion.  Win  you  aend  a  committee  to  flw  ^idi 
of  Departments,  to  ^t  the  same  questioa  to 
them  1  Will  they  give  yon  any  soch  inJom- 
tion  after  you  have  thus  characterized  the  ob- 
ject of  your  inquiry?  But  perhaps  it  ma^tie 
said  your  committee  might  go  to  the  Clerk 
Do  we  not  know,  that,  at  the  last  seeaou,! 
certain  transaction  leaked  ont,  whi(^  eiolid 
some  attention  both  here  and  abroad,  and  af- 
terwards became  the  subject  of  a  motion  in  ttii 
House — I  mean  the  payment  of  $4,600  to  John 
A.  King,  for  a  homefit,  as  it  has  been 
called.  I  never  knew  nor  inqidred  how  it  pt 
out;  but  eoott  after  It  waa  noticed  hen^  n 
heard  it  aa  a  lact  of  oranmon  ccmvenaiica  b 
this  city,  and  for  myself,  I  cannot  doubt  it,  tbs 
the  Hea4  of  one  Department  snmmoned  ik 
trembling  oletks  before  himi,  and  menaced  mdi 
immediate  ^smiarion  whoever  could  be  pronl 
to  have  made  the  disclosure.  In  each  a  dat 
of  things  what  conld  be  expected  from  u  u- 

Suiry  i^r  abuses  f  It  baa  been  weQ  said 
le  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  otlxi^ 
that  it  must  end  in  nothing.  The  next 
embraced  iu  the  amendment  ia  an  inquirjii 
to  the  reduction  of  salaries,  and  aa  to  nhit  oS- 
oea  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  it  any  sdaiia 
are  found  too  hi^b,  under  what  Administrani 
they  wwe  eetabluhed  t  And,  according  to  tlx 
form  ot  the  iaane  made  up  by  the  geatkmn 
from  Indiana,  the  decision  of  these  p(Mots  ia  u 
try  the  character  of  the  Administration !  'Wbat 
sir,  test  this  Administration  by  the  asoertaia- 
ment  of  a  fact,  which,  no  matter  wliat  it  mn 
be,  cannot  affect  the  Administration  in  tbi 
slightest  degree  ?  It  was  certainty  an  ingenko 
contrivance  of  the  gentleman  to  put  the  trill 
on  such  grounds.  If  the  salaries  shocld  not 
be  deemed  too  high,  nor  any  (^fices  to  b«  dia- 
pensed  with,  the  Administration  would  be  ac- 
quitted and  entitled  to  our  support ;  bat  if  ■(■■> 
reduction  and  diminution  should  be  thaa^ 
proper,  then  liie  next  point  presented  by  the  ^ 
tlnnaa  is,  when  were  theae  offices  and  aahuiet 
estobliahed?  And  if  it  should  befoood  tbH 
they  were  estabUshed  before  this  Admini^ 
tion  came  into  power,  which  we  may  all  biov, 
by  looking  into  the  statute  book,  then  the  Ad- 
ministration would  be  acquitted.  I,  for  wt 
will  not  consent  to  any  such  a  trial,  and  «i3 
here  admit  that  the  Administration  are  not  R- 
sponsible  for  the  amount  of  the  salaries— tbs* 
were  established  by  law — nor  for  tiie  Dunher 
of  officers,  whose  offices  are  created  l^la»: 
nor  for  the  time  when  they  were  estabiishw- 
If  the  gentleman,  by  hia  ingenuity  owld 
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noh  a  trial  ai  he  has  proposed,  he  would  get 
his  Administration  ont  of  their  difficulties  most 
eainly  indeed,  I  am  not  disposed  to  he  drawn 

into  the  diacnssion  of  that  question,  nor  to  any 
trial  of  the  Administration  before  this  House. 
We  might  indeed  be  compelled  to  put  public 
officers  upon  their  trial,  iii  some  events,  but 
we  have  no  right  to  try  them  onrselvefl,  but 
most  especially,  I  would  not  take  the  great  po- 
litical trial  now  going  on  before  the  people  out 
of  their  hands.  It  would  be  mosl  unwise,  as 
well  as  insular,  for  this  House  to  entertain 
jurisdiction  of  any  question  upon  an  appeal  from 
the  people.  I  came  here  to  assist  in  traa&act- 
Ins  the  legidative  banness  of  the  country. 
This  House  is  not  competent  to  decide  that 
great  political  question  by  any  act  which  can 
grow  out  of  these  resolutions.  Why,  then, 
bring  this  disonssion  heret  Let  it  remain,  I 
beseech  gentlemen^  before  an  intelligent  people, 
where  some,  perhaps,  of  the  most  intelligent 
bodies  of  men  ever  convened  for  such  occasions, 
are  disonssing  the  subject  with  eminent  ability. 


Tdxsdat,  January  29. 
Sttrtnckment. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideniUoa  of  Kr. 
,Ohiltchi's  resd^otions,  with  the  amendments 
{voposed  tberetOL 

MX.  Vmksxm  uii :  In  the  zeal  of  gentle- 
men to  retrench,  the  Military  School  at  West 
Point  has  occupied  their  attention,  and  violent 
hands  have  been  l^d  upon  it.  I  did  hope,  that 
this  institution,  which  is  more  creditable  to  this 
Government  than  any  other  in  it,  and  which, 
I  had  supposed,  was  the  favorite  child  of  the 
nation,  would  have  been  spared.  I,  also,  Mr. 
Speaker,  have  attended  one  of  the  annual  ex- 
aminaUons  of  that  sohooL  and  can,  with  other 
^ntlemen  who  have  spoken,  hear  witness  to 
its  merits,  if  its  merits  are  not  generally  known. 
Until  the  commencement  of  this  debate,  I  had 
supposed  they  were.  We  are  told,  sir,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Hr.  Mttohbll,)  that 
it  is  the  nursery  ttf  Aristocracy,  created  for  the 
education  of  the  rich  man's  son,  and  a  place 
where  the  widow's  son  or  the  orphan  boy  can- 
not enter ;  or  if  he  does  enter,  cannot  long  re- 
main ;  established  for  the  education  of  the  sons 
of  members  of  Congress,  and  those  who  are 
high  in  office.  I  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
irom  Tennessee,  that  he  is  mistaken — ^that  he 
has  be«i  misinformed — ^tbat,  although  I  shall 
not  question  what  he  has  smd,  in  relation  to 
the  sons  of  those  coming  from  his  own  State, 
his  remarks  will  not  i^>ply  to  those  who  have 
been  educated  at  th^  uhool,  t^tixens  of  the 
State  which  I  repreaent  Let  the  gentleman 
examine  the  catalogue  of  graduates,  and  he 
will  find  that  tib^  are  men  who  have  had  the 
benefits  of  this  school,  and  shaied  in  its  hon- 
ors, who  were  not  scois  of  meiAers  of  Ckmgrees 
or  those  in  power.  Let  the  gentleman  examine 
^e  Anny  Begister,  and  he  will  also  find  that 
the  best  and  most  meritorious  of  our  officers 
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are  gradni^  oi  this  school,  who  were  the  sons 
of  widows,  or  orphan  boys,  the  sons  of  those 
who  had  nothing  hut  pov^ty  to  leave  to  thdr 
children  for  an  inheritance,  and  are  indebted 
to  this  institution  alone  for  tiie  education  which 
they  received.  To  avoid,  if  posable,  the  re- 
cit^  of  names,  who  is  the  gentleman,  who  has 
now  the  principal  superintendence  of  your  for- 
tifioattons,  and  who  aischatges  his  duties  with 
90  much  credit  to  himself  mi  justice  to  the 
nation  ?  Who  is  the  aid  of  your  Commander- 
in-Chief?  Who  is  now  the  assistant  to  the 
Chief  Engineer !  And  I  might  extend  the  in- 
quiry to  a  very  ^at  length,  of  men  who  are 
omamente  to  their  country,  ud  men  who,  but 
for  this  school,  would  never  have  received  the 
edacation  and  advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it.  I  once  entertained  the  opinion — an 
opinion  formed  without  much  reflection,  that 
the  doors  of  this  institution  ought  to  be  opened 
to  the  poor  only,  and  the  sons  of  the  wealthy 
should  be  debarred,  and  stated  my  views  to 
the  Vied  President  of  the  United  States,  In  the 
first  conversation  I  ever  had  with  that  distin- 

Kished  man,  and  learnt  from  bim  that  others 
d  exprrased  the  same  opinions ;  but,  said  he, 
to  make  this  a  school  for  the  indigent  would 
render  it  less  Tiduable  to  them,  as  thspy  would 
not  be  eztdted  by  the  same  s^rit  of  emulatiim; 
that  genius  was  to  he  Ibnnd  in  9Sk  grades  of  so- 
ciety, all  classes  and  ranks  of  men;  and  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  enlist  into  its  service  the  best  talents, 
whether  found  among  the  rioh'  or  the  poor. 
Further  reflection  has  satined  me  that  the 
views  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  were  cor- 
rect. Genius  is  not  confined  to  any  grade  of 
life ;  it  is  found  among  children  of  the  asylum, 
and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  princely  palace. 
At  this  institution,  a  soldier's  son — ^yes,  sir,  the 
son  of  a  Sergeant  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  receives  the  first  honors,  white  the  sons 
of  two  gentiemen,  who  have  beeu'Speakers  of 
this  House,  are  unable  to  pass  through  the  or- 
deal of  an  examination.  nr,  favoritism  ex- 
ists in  other  inatitutimia,  it  has  no  abiding  place 
in  this :  for  here  tiiey  all  rise  or  fall  by  their 
merits  or  demerits,  and  there  are  none  who  are 
the  sons  of  &e  poor,  and  none  who  are  the 
sons  of  the  rich :  for  no  such  distinctions  are 
kept  up  by  the  officers  ot  that  institotion.  The 
students  tiiemselves  soon  find  of  how  Uttie  use 
they  are.  Sir,  if  I  had  a  son  old  enoi^h  to  be 
admitted  into  that  Academy ;  if  I  had  any  in- 
fluence with  those  in  power — know  I  have 
Qonfr— if  my  friends  had  any,  it  shonld  be  ex- 
erted and  called  into  operation,  if  necessary,  to 
procnre  tar  that  son  an  admittance;  thia  I 
woidd  do  wltihout  property.  If^  on  the  other 
hand,  I  had  the  wealth  of  my  friend  from  New 
Torl^  (Mr.  Yah  Behsbiusb,)  (and  I  may  be 
permitted  to  call  him  so,  whose  philantlmmio 
spWt  makes  him  the  friend  of  mankind,)  the 
most  wealthy  man  in  this  House,  if  not  in  this 
nation,  I  would  not,  Uke  that  gentieman,  send 
my  son  to  a  {oivate  school,  where  the  same 


Retrendrntemt, 


Digitized  by  Google 


T02 


ABRIBQUENT  OF  THE 


E.  or  R.] 

BtnenOM  are  tao^t ;  but,  if  inflaenoe  were  ne- 
oeasarf,  I  would  resort  to  it,  to  procure  for 
him  a  place  at  this  school.  'WW  greater  ben- 
efit could  yon  confer  upon  the  son  of  the  rich, 
BB  well  as  poor,  than  by  teaching  both  that,  in 
this  count^,  tne  road  to  preferment  is  open 
to  both,  and  the  highest  honors  are  with- 
in the  reach  of  all — that  poverty  is  no  em- 
barrassment, and  wealth  furnishes  no  facilities  ? 
What  better  practical  lessons,  what  more  nse- 
fdl,  or  which  are  better  tests  of  the  excellence 
of  onr  form  of  GtoTemment,  and  the  blesungs 
wliieh  our  ft«e  in8litatt<m8  oonf^,  than  those 
which  are  tanght  at  this  inaitationt  What  bet- 
ter plan  to  fire  the  ambition  of  the  poor,  and 
excite  the  emulation  of  the  rich,  than  the  sys- 
tem in  force  at  this  school,  where  the  Senator's 
■on  and  the  widow's  son  are  placed  upon  an 
equality,  and  both  are  told  that,  in  this  conn- 
tiy,  that,  at  that  school,  the  "  mind  is  the  meas- 
ure <d  the  man  f "  So  long  as  that  nsefol  and 
distdngaished  officer,  now  the  Superintendent 
of  this  institution—an  officer  whose  taleots  and 
acquirements  are  such  as  to  qndify  him  to  dis- 
chai^  the  duties  of  any  p<Mt  or  office  in  this 
GoTMnment,  or  reooffnlced  by  our  laws,  and 
who  has  peculiar  quaiificatatniB  for  the  office, 
fhe  dntiea  of  which  he  now  diacharaes  in  a 
maimer  as  creditable  to  himself  as  satisfactory 
to  the  nation — shall  preside  over  this  institu- 
tiott,  so  long  will  the  great  advantages  which 
the  nation  has  derivea  from  it  be  dispensed, 
and  so  long  will  the  nation  continue  to  realize 
them.  In  Justice,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  bead  of 
the  War  Department,  and  that  responsibility 
may  rest  where  it  belongs,  I  hope  to  be  in- 
dulged with  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  in 
•which  appointments  are  made.  There  is  allot- 
ted to  each  State  as  many  Cadets  as  there  are 
Bepreeeutativea  and  Senators;  and,  in  those 
States  which  deot  by  dlatriets,  one  to  each 
Otrngrewional  district.  Id  manng  the  seleo- 
tton,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  recom- 
mendations of  members  have,  with  the  Secre- 
tary <tf  War,  great  weight.  Then,  nr,  suppose 
that  those  abuses,  refetred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Mttohbix.)  have  existed 
—let  it  not  be  understood  that  I  make  any  ad- 
missions— who  is,  or  ought  to  be,  responnble  for 
these  abuses?  And  on  whom  should  the  oen- 
Bare  fall  t  Not  upon  the  President  or  his  Sec- 
retary, but  upon  the  members.  In  justice  to 
the  nsefol,  as  w^l  as  distinguished  officer  now 
at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  I  will 
tnrther  state,  what  I  know  to  be  tme,  when 
«Tery  thin^  else  is  equal,  it  has  heea  his  nnt- 
fimn  practice  to  give  tiie  preforcnce,  in  the  se- 
lection to  be  mwe,  to  the  son  of  him  who  is 
poor.  Having  met  some  of  the  objections  to 
this  institution,  and.  In  fact,  all  th^  I  have  dis- 
tanctiy  heard,  and  shown  that  It  is  not  such  an 
institntion  as  it  has  been  represented  to  be; 
that  neither  this  Qovenmient  nor  Administrap 
tion  onght  to  be  censured  for  its  foetering  care 
towards  it ;  that  the  present  Administration  h  as 
pnrmed  the  sama  oonrse  toward*  it  that  otiiers 
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have  done ;  that  the  expenditures  are  the  oat 
— for  I  did  understand  the  gentleman  Inm 
North  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Casson,)  to  withdraw  tiw 
objection  he  made  on  account  of  the  fifUn 
thousand  dollars  paid  the  supemnmeraiy  )ieii> 
tenants,  or  to  admit  that,  under  former  Admit- 
Istrations,  similar  appropriations  were  nude, 
the  same  amount  paid— it  becomes  Btcemanto 
inqaire  what  was  the  object  of  the  GovenuiKiit 
of  the  United  States  in  the  establishment 
this  institntion  ?  What  are  the  benefits  vbidi 
are  derived  fnm  itt  And  whetho*  the  objeca 
eontemtdated,  have  been,  or  will  be,  attiimil 
It  has  been  stated,  and  tmly  stated,  by  those  vbo 
have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  that  thit  indi- 
tution  was  projected  by  Washington,  and  fotoid- 
ed  by  Jefferson.  I  woold  add,  that  tt  befrm  u 
flonrish  under  the  auspices  of  John  C.  Calbora, 
to  whom  it  seems  to  nave  been  as  dear  uttR 
apple  of  the  eye,  who  was  devoted  to  it,  md, 
on  all  occasions,  evinced  his  devotimi.  Tbe 
moment  we  declare  by  any  act  or  vote  of  oun 
that  this  institution  is  a  useless  one;  thitits 
liable  to  those  imputations  which  have  b«a 
cast  upon  it,  that  moment,  sir,  your  Yics  Pres- 
ident, if  not  shorn  of  dl  his  beams,  is  deprived 
of  huf  his  glory.  Look  into  the  cwK^oai^ 
ence  between  Washington  and  the  Oontineflt^ 
Congress,  and  you  will  find  him  eonttnullr 
urging  upon  that  body,  prosing  upon  tbeta 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  the  emj^- 
ment  of  skilful  engineers.  They  were  im>i  w 
be  found  in  the  ooontry,  for  there  were  no  niE- 
itary  schools;  recourse  was  had,  and  nte» 
sarily,  to  foreign  countries,  as  has  ance  b«i 
had,  for  that  military  skill  which  wis  not  M 
be  found  at  home ;  and  military  science  w 
then,  as  it  has  since  been,  imported,  but 
then,  nor  since,  so  as  to  answer  all  the  reqiss- 
tions  of  the  OovMnment;  and,  knowinf  tbe 
necessity  for  sadi  schools,  its  estaUiibmat 
was  among  the  first  recoramendatims  of  lbs 
first  President  of  these  United  States.* 


•  WuhlngtoB  l>  eomUnthr  ■ddnoftd  m  tbt  ktbtr  ai 
fimndn  of  the  present  MUltarr  Aeademr.  Na  addsttM 
eoold  be  tavn  lUbdonfl.  He  nerer  ooonselled  wd  l»" 
atttntloD,  nor  U17  thing  like  ft.  The  A«demjirfUid*F** 
•  pkea  of  ItntracUon  In  the  two  hlf  her  bima^e*  tt* 
Itu7  •rt^-uttllerr  uid  eagineerinr-Aiid  motUaf  am :  Ot 
esAet  <rf  hi!  diqr  WM  ft  Touir  eoldlBr,  sttadMd  to  »  enpiBn 
■adMnli«w1ttaltlatlMflaldHidln  tbe 
piQr,d«diliw,siidimtloaefftMice«it;"(A«l<(lTM:)w'^ 
tiiB  Interval!  of  aetlTe  Mrrlee,  If  he  M  ibm  •■  MImM 
for  the  prolbealoo  after  n  trU  of  lU  dittl<i9,and  a  eafMdlj  M 
Ita higher bmncbea, then  hara  aent,  "In  the  diamllMrf 
the  Preddent,"  to  Weat  Point,  to  take  inatmodta  Mi*  * 
gineer  and  artlUeTjr  oOean  In  thoae  two  higher  ba»M 
aadaotUncelaa.  AUtbedrUlabothofoOearnadpHntr- 
allthotralDtBplathalubatrr.thecBnlir  andOeiU^i^ 
the  Mmpdu^-veietiieB  left  t» be  tannin  theMdMl 
the  oamp— a  better  aehool  Ibr  sneh  ieadiing  Oaa  in^ 
emy,  and  under  oScen  who  wore  to  lead  them  Into 
better  teaehew  than  any  eobool-room  pnAnon.  AaJ^ 
without  any  adtlHlonal  ezpenae  to  the  United  S'*'*^ 
teaehera  being  offleera  under  pay  not  oth«*wi»»  wi*^" 
and  the  eadeU  being  part  of  the  xnUltary  lam,  tmf^ 
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Let  tis,  Jtr.  Bpealcer,  for  a  moment,  torn  to 
the  oontingeot  faad^  or  money  annually  wprcH 
priated  to  meet  the  contingent  expenaee  of  this 
Government:  for  this  ia  the  ftmd  which  is 
liable,  if  I  understood  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, to  snoh  gross  abnaet,  and  from  wbi(^, 
as  one  would  tnppoM  from  the  t«ior  of  his 
vgnmestg,  a  good  shar*  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Admlniatntioa  la  derived.  How  stands 
the  easel  By  ihb  ouutitatioDf  no  mraey 
■ball  be  drawn  from  the  Tnasnry,  hot  in  oon- 
aeqnenoe  of  ap|»<o|niad<n»  made  by  law :  and 
a  regolar  statement  and  aoconnt  of  tike  reodpta 
and  ezpeDditnres  of  all  pnblio  monw  shall  De 
published  from  time  to  time."  No  moneys 
can  be  drawn  wltiiont  ^>propriatioDs.  And 
vho  makes  the  appropriations  f  Not  the  Freai- 
dent  and  his  Secretaries,  but  Congress.  A 
referenoe  to  the  Treasary  estimate  for  the 
current  year  will '  perhaps  best  explain  the 
nature  of  the  oontLDgent  expenses,  and  the 
fond  provided  for  defraying  of  them.  The 
whole  amount  asked  far,  is  $8,M0,880  i4~ 
and  of  this  sum,  the  foBowii^  snnu  to  defrn- 
the  oontingeut  ezpenaes  (tf  th*  Department  m 
State: 

For  Books,  ....  |a,000 
Binding  Books,  ...  -  SOO 
Stationery  and  Parchment,  -  *  1,600 
Uediterraoean  FasfiportB,  -  -  1,500 
Blank  Personal  Pasaports,  C^nlus,  to.  1,000 
Fuel  and  CuMlea,  •  •  •  900 
Newspqwrs  fbr  the  Ofloe  and  Agents 

abroad,  ....  SOO 
Translations  of  foreign  Laognages^  .  860 
Forage  for  HeMngers's  Hones,  200 
Sxpensea  In  disti^ating  Congressional 

DocumenbB,  ...  -  800 
Wages  of  a  laborer,  -  800 

Miscellanies,  ....  ],000 
Extra  Copying  of  Papers,  •  •  1,000 
Nntiog  In  Nempapera,  and  In  ^mpUet 

Form,  the  Laws  of  the  first  Besritm  of 

20th  Congress,  -  -  -  18,500 
IHstribution  of  the  Acts  of  Congress 

tiirongfaout  the  States  and  Territories,  8,000 

$27,660 

Kow,  of  the  whole  of  this  sum,  amounting  to 
twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  nfty 
dollars,  not  one  cent  of  it  is  at  the  command  <xF 
the  President,  nw  can  one  cent  of  it  be  paid  or 
expended  in  a  way  to  escsfw  onr  examinattoD, 
nra  not  to  be  open  to  oar  inspeotion.  Let  the 
committee  ascertain,  if  the  standing  oommittee 
on  enienditnres  in  tlie  Department  erf' State  has 
not  already  done  to  their  eatis&otion,  whether 
ibis  sum,  the  usual  appropriatian,  has  not  been 
^qdied  to  the  nsoal  and  ordinary  purpoaa^  and 
settlements  made  in  tbe  common  and  ordi- 

d«tadted  fbr  loatnictloii,  bat  ncelving  nothlnfr  la  addttfon 
to  a  aerKeaafa  pay,  lation,  and  dotUna.  Tba  present  mli- 
Itair  aeadainj  bagaa  to  take  Its  Airm  In  tba  yaar  ISU;  uder 
Uia  a«t  of  tliBt  J9$t,  aftsr  Washiagtoii  had  bean  a  doMD 
jtm  d«ad ;  and  bas  bMa  bsllt  Bp  \tj  amatniatloos  aad  ng> 
nlaUona  nndar  that  act,  amttttUBr  aliamlBi  It  A«m  wbat  It 
waslatoDdadtoba. 
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nary  form — whether  vouchers  hare  not  been 
taken  for  all  the  money  paid,  and  whether  se- 
crecy veils  any  part  of  this  expenditure.  An 
examination  of  tne  acts  of  Congress  will  show, 
that  this  is  the  usual  amount  appropriated  for 
that  Departaioit,  and  the  other  Departments  and 
officers  have,  to  defri^  aunilar  expenses^  annual 
appropriationa.  I  have  referred  to  the  State 
Department,  becanaa  it  was  the  first  mentioned 
in  the  Treasury  estimate.  In  ad^tim  to  thaae 
appropriations  for  the  Departments  and  offioes^ 
a  sum  of  money  has  heretofore  been  a^ed  for^ 
and  appropriated — s<Hn«timaB  fifty  tfaoaaand  dol- 
lars, but  seldom  less  than  half  that  snm,  to  de-  • 
fray  the  contingent  ©xpensea  of  foreign  inter, 
course;  hut  this  extravagant  Administration 
require  for  the  year  1826,  no  appropriation 
whatever  to  defiray  this  expense. 

Mr.  BsLL  sud :  When  the  original  re8olnti(»ui 
were  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken-  ' 
tuoky,  I  saw  in  their  ill-digeated  form  (and  whoa 
I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  oonld 
have  ^ven  tiiem  a  better  shape)  the  snbatanoe 
of  a  proposition  for  a  general  retraachment  in 
the  expendituresi^  the  Govwrnnent.  To  a  wdl> 
timed  proportion  of  that  nature,  I  beg  leave  ta 
say,  I  would  never  be  opposed.  Inquiries  iato 
supposed  exoeesee  in  the  regnlar  and  ordinaiy 
i^ropriations  for  the  support  of  Groverumen^ 
or  into  the  abtises  supposed  to  attend  their  dia- 
bursement  by  its  officers,  will  always  be  produo> 
tive  of  some  good  in  Government,  ooostitated  on 
whatever  principles  it  may,  although  no  immedi- 
ate  legislative  enactment  <^a  remedial  nature  may 
be  the  result  of  them.  Tbe  very  discnssicHis 
which  attend  propositions  for  such  inquiries^ 
serve  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and  watoh- 
folness  in  the  people  in  regard  to  that,  wliiolk 
properi?  managed  OMutitutes  tb^  strengtti,  and 
which,  under  evil  audioes,  may  be  o(»iverted 
into  the  material  of  their  weakness.  For,  in 
the  estimate  of  a  nation's  strengtii,  this  paraooK 
intnides  itself— that  which  forma  the  diief  sinew 
of  its  power,  may,  at  the  same  time,  become 
the  source  of  its  greatest  debility.  M^ational 
wealth  (if  I  may  be  permitted  a  commonplace 
argument)  can  nowhere  be  as  safbly  and  prop- 
erly exhibited  as  in  tbe  hands  of  tbe  pec^le 
who  created  it ;  and  there  it  should  remain,  ex- 
cept such  portion  of  it  as  may  be  abaolately 
necessary  for  the  protection  and  free  ei^joyra«it 
of  the  balance.  When,  therefore,  a  nation 
shall  have  arrived  at  that  pc^t  in  its  (H^faniaa* 
tion,  when  it  delibcvatea  upon  the  expedianory 
of  abolishing  certain  institntions  as  uadesa  or 
improper,  and  of  curtailing  certain  expenditorea 
aa  extravagant,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  annuu  modicum  of  the  people's  wealth, 
which  is  absolutely  ueeeaeaiy  to  be  drawn  tnm 
their  pockets,  is  alreadv  large  enough,  and  that 
no  new  institntions  will  be  created,  and'  no  ad- 
ditiouid  exactions  enforced.  But  I  go  fsrtber. 
I  would  have  supported  a  well-timed  propo^ 
tion  of  this  nature,  for  a  better  reason.  I  have 
entertained  the  opinion,  as  I  do  now,  that  the 
e^wnditoree  inaome  brandteeof  the  public  aer* 
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Ties  would  bear  retrenohment  witliout  ii^ary 
to  the  intereats  of  the  oountiy,  and  to  the  very 
great  relief  of  the  people.  I  have  thought  that 
the  Mreer  of  this  QovemmeDt,  during  a  late 
Administratioiif  iras  marked  with  a  wasteftil  ap* 
propriadoD  of  the  pnblio  revenne,  and  that  the 
present  Admioistration  has  entitled  itself  to 
still  higher  distinction  in  the  same  prodigal 
eoorse.  I  believe,  too,  that  tbe  present  Admin- 
istration contemplated,  at  one  time,  still  greater 
eminence  in  this  Tray,  than  they  have  since 
tfaooght  it  prudent  to  attun.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that,  for  a  part  of  this  extravagance,  the  £xecn- 
tiT«  officers  of  tbe  Government  are  alone  re- 

rntdble,  and  that  Oongress  may  well  come  in 
the  balance  of  the  ren|>ODBibUity.  How  this 
le^on^ilitj  shoold  be  divided  betwe^  those 
two  departments  of  the  Oovemment,  I  will  not 
undertake  to  determine;  nor  will  I  at  this  time, 
be  drawn  into  a  specification  of  instances  of  the 
extravagance  in  the  Executive  officers  of  the 
GoTemment ;  nratber  will  I  be  forced,  upon 
tiuB  occasion,  into  an  argoment  of  the  specifica- 
tions that  others  have  bought  proper  to  make 
in  the  conrse  of  this  debate.  In  speaking  of  tbe 
extravagance  of  the  Government,  I  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  my  opinion,  if  it  may  be  r^arded 
as  of  any  consequence,  has  been  formed  upon 
facts  which  I  have  never  heard  disputed ;  and 
what  I  may  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  say 
of  the  oondoot  of  the  present  Administration, 
will  be  foand  to  be  baeed  upon  asoertaiaed  &ata, 
about  whioh  I  expect  to  speak  freely,  without 
tiie  imputation  ot  joining  in  a  hne  and  cry 
merely  for  par^  purposes.  I  demise  a  senseleas 
elamor  as  much  as  any  man,  bat  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  this  is  one. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  seeing  that 
it  must  wear  a  party  livery,  because,  witii  my 
approbation,  (and  I  trust  gentlemen  will  give 
me  credit  for  sincerity,  when  I  make  the  decla- 
ration,) no  inflammable  matter  of  that  kind 
would  be  thrown  into  this  House,  to  retard  and 
obstruct  the  ordinary  bnsinws  of  Oongress,  or 
to  interrupt  tiaa  decorum  of  debate  during  the 
preaent  sesdkm.  I  desired,  as,  indeed,  I  thought 
ererr  other  member  of  this  House  did,  from 
the  frequent  profbsdons  I  heard  upon  all  rides, 
that  we  riioidd  deq)ateh  the  more  important 
business  confided  to  our  care,  and  return  to  our 
homes.  I  deprecated  the  consequences  of 
bringing  tbe  Presidential  canvass  into  this 
House,  and  making  this  floor  an  electioneering 
Oampus.  We  have  already  had  a  specimen,  in 
the  two  last  days*  debate,  of  the  oonsequence 
of  introducing  such  matter  into  this  House. 
We  have  alrmdy  had  a  match  exhibition  of 
reciprocal  attack  and  reply.  We  have  already 
reached  the  very  verge  of  order  and  decorum. 
Ferh^w,  sir,  we  have  advanced  one  step  beyond 
their  bonndaries.*'  To  what  end  will  a  frirther 
indnl|;enoe  of  this  course  lead  in  the  disonssiott 
of  this  or  any  other  measure  of  a  like  inflam- 


•  Of  ooarM,  tad  keocwiUag  to  iU  plan,  all  theaa  panoaal- 
SlHndliidaeoraiM  hm  baaa  ontttad  Is  tUa  ■bridgnunb 


mable  character  ?  As  the  pasnooa  of  tbe 
opponte  parties  kindle  by  coJlinon— «  Hkj 
will — we  may  expect  to  hear  from  cue  ode  of 
tiie  House,  a  riowing  deacHption  c^thednKOi 
oS  miliUry  despotism,  while,  fnnn  the  oner, 
we  will  preeent  the  picture  of  a  great  natioa 
sinking  by  corruption.  When,  frnn  the  other 
side,  ^all  be  held  up  to  pnbtic  view,  tbe  enh 
to  be  apprehended  from  Uie  elevation  of  a  MiE- 
tary  Ohieftun ;  on  this  side,  yon  shall  hear  of 
the  ills  that  will  ensue  from  estaUisfain;  ■ 
succession,  by  adhering  to  the  line  of  safe  pre- 
cedents. When  we  shall  have  carried  this  wit 
of  crimination  and  recrimination  to  the  higkA 
pitch  to  which  party  feeling  can  asoend,  aU  n 
shall  be  aUe  to  aooompliah  wfll  be^  perbqe,  to 
decade  tiie  oharaeto:  of  the  Congress  <h  tbt 
United  Btstea,  ooosume  ourselves  in  the  liot 
of  ccmtrovOTsy,  and  vomit  forth,  throngb  ^ 
ohaimel  of  the  newqiapera,  upon  the  peojde  of 
this  Union,  the  poison  our  own  gsjl,  to  oi- 
bitter  and  stir  them  up  to  a  like  usdesa  nge. 

If  I  do  not  mistake  the  allusion,  or  ovetntt 
the  apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  trtm  £(b- 
tncky,  (Mr.  Bvoxms,)  I  vrill  aay  to  hhn,  lliit 
I  know  he  will  not  forsake  his  coon  try  at  tbe 
approach  either  of  a  domestic  or  foreign  fo&  Ob 
the  contrary,  if  I  am  not  greatiy  mistaken  io 
him,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  preseDU  of 
a  tyrant,  even  in  his  stronghold;  woA  wbea 
"the  accepted  time"  alludea  to^  sludl  bin 
arrived,  I  predict  tiiat  that  gentieman  retonuiig 
to  his  post  here,  with  the  numly  ptnposs  of 
guarding  his  country's  rights  will  then  beeoM 
convinced  how  greatly  he  had  miBconceired  thi 
true  character  of  the  individaid  so  oAoi  aUsde4 
to.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  find  tiiat  great  mm, 
though,  perhaps,  not  perfect — as  no  man  is— jrt 
so  nobly  redeeming  any  slight  faults  he  ni? 
have,  by  bis  generous  devotion  to  tbe  interest  a 
bis  country,  by  his  tact  in  civil  govemnMnt  u 
well  as  in  military  command,  that  even  the  moA 
unrelenting  of  bis  opponents  wU)  fed  sodh 
regret  that  they  ever  felt  it  their  dn^  to 
encourage  apprehensions  which  turned  oat  to 
be  so  demtate  of  any  foondation. 

The  Tariff  has  fbnnd  its  way  into  tbb 
eussion.  Upon  a  subjeoi  <tf  so  nmcli  difficvl^ 
and  importance,  I  woud  at  no  time  feeltnrielf 
competent  to  manage  the  argument,  ntber  icr 
or  against  it  I  am,  thenabro,  at  this  tiEM 
wholly  indisposed  to  enter  into  any  examinstioa 
of  the  questions  connected  with  it ;  but  I  do 
trust  in  God,  that  no  gentleman  on  tliis  flow— 
I  must  be  permitted  to  express  a  further  hops 
— that  no  friend  ot  his  country,  will  be  found 
here,  or  anywhere  else,  who  will  seek,  for  $bj 
purpose,  to  connect  a  sn^eot  of  such  inttiuie 
interest,  with  a  oonteet,  invtdving,  in  my  opi^ 
ion,  separate  and  distinct  prinMptos  and  <dgeda 

Mr.  Speaker,  althoni^  owMsed  to  tiw  rerali- 
tion  originally  for  reasons Ihava  atteoipted  to 
make  intelligible  to  the  House,  yet  I  fear  n 
have  advanced  too  flar  now  to  reoede.  Expecta- 
tions are  created,  that  sinnething  will  be  ion^ 
wiHumt  brlher  aelafi  In  tiu  wtvk  of  xetrtBch* 
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meoL  At  all  events,  an  inqniry,  a  riffid 
inquiry,  most  be  prosecated — and  I  hope  for  uie 
best  reaalts.  I  am  free  to  declare,  for  myself, 
altiiougb  I  wonld  lop  off^  without  oompnnotion 
or  regret,  every  institation  and  offioe,  which 
may  be  opposed  in  its  tendency  to  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  or  which  may  create  nnneoes- 
sarr  bnrdens  npon  their  honest  giuns,  yet  would 
I  fiHrbear  to  touch  either  one  or  the  other, 
Thioh  may,  upon  inquiry,  wpear  to  be  eseen^ 
tither  to  Uie  liberty  or  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  And  ainoe  it  has  beoome  necessary 
that  this  inquity  must  be  gone  Into,  I  rejoice 
that  so  lar^  a  m^ority  are  of  opinion  that  this 
is  the  anspicioasperiod.  and  that  so  much  oi  the 
talent  of  the  Honse  has  beoome  pledged  to 
as»Bt  in  it.  I  look  npon  the  vote  taken  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  this  resolution  upon  the  table, 
as  a  pledge,  not  only  of  the  perseverance  with 
whton  the  work  of  retrenchment  will  be  prose- 
cnted,  but  ot  the  saooess  which  will  attend  it. 
And  I  trust  that  we  shall  all,  exercising  a  spirit 
of  mntoal  forbearance  upon  those  points,  upon 
vhioh  the  interests  and  feelings  of  parties  may 
be  oonneoted,  Bealonaly  co-operate  in  effecting 
■ometlung  for  the  good  of  our  common  oomitry. 
Fwrny  ownpart^  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will 
tai  in  the  enterpvise,  by  working  as  a  oommon 
labcvnr  in  tlie  trenches,  if  it  be  ueoeaaazy. 


WsDsnsDAT,  January  80. 

Setrenchment. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Ohilton  oq  the  subject  of 
retrenchment,  and  tiie  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Hr.  Buu,  (virtually  a  substi- 
tute for  the  other) — 

Hr.DonnTsaid:  In  sGoveninMnt  like  outs, 
predicated  on  law,  confldenoe  must  be  reposed 
•omewhere.  Our  oonstitntioiLrmoees  it  tn  the 
Sxecutive  Department.  From  its  analogy  td 
monarchy,  it  is  always  an  object  of  distrust  and 
jealonsy.  It  is  presumed  to  affect  the  splendor 
of  royalty,  to  stretch  its  prerogative ;  to  extend 
its  patronage,  to  sustain  its  power ;  to  lavish 
the  reeonroes  of  the  nation,  to  reward  its  parti- 
sans. This  jealoiuy,  invigorated  by  our  devo- 
tion to  our  republican  simplicity,  to  a  restricted 
executive  prerogative,  to  the  purity  of  our 
institntUHU,  and  hatred  for  a  profuse  expendi- 
ture of  that  money  drawn  from  onr  labor,  lias 
been  oonstantly  invoked  in  erery^  struggle  for 
political  power  that  has  distracted  the  American 
people. 

The  first  administration  of  the  illustrious 
Washington  had  not  jfMuaed,  before  it  was 
charged  on  bis  Administration  that  its  policy 
was  devoted  to  an  a^imilation  of  the  praotioe 
of  our  Government  to  the  most  corrupting 

Sorts  of  the  British  Government ;  that  the  war 
ebta  of  the  Revolution  were  funded,  and  the 
pnblio  debt  created,  to  bring  strength  to  the 
usurpations  plotted  by  the  Federal  Government 
on  State  rights ;  that  the  array,  raised  to  chock 
the  savage  mcursions  on  the  frontier  settiementa, 
Vault— « 


[B.  or  B. 

was  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  policy  of 
creating  a  standing  army;  that,  having  a 
funded  debt,  and  army,  the  piratical  depreda- 
tions of  the  Algerine  corsairs  were  greedily 
seized  on,  as  an  apol<^  for  creating  a  navy ; 
that  the  excise  on  whiskey  was  introdooed  to 
add  to  the  support  of  the  Qovemment  a  swarm 
of  officers ;  and  that  thus  a  public  debt,  an 
army,  a  navy,  the  excise,  the  four  ^romment  fea- 
tures and  engines  of  the  patronage,  corruption, 
and  expense-,  of  tiie  British  Grovernment,  were 
grafted  on  the  American  poUcy.  The  mo- 
narchical tendencies  of  tiiese  national  measures, 
were  not  the  only  accusations  made  against  tiiia 
iltusti-ioos  man.  He  was  oliarged  with  affectina 
the  splendor  and  folly  royu  audiences ;  ana 
the  levees  which  were  h^d  at  his  house,  to 
gratify  the  anxious  and  laudable  curiosity  ot 
his  countrymen,  to  see  the  great  benefactor 
the  American  people,  were  traced  to  a  disposi- 
tion, on  his  paj-t,  to  imitate  royal  levees.  He, 
too,  was  charged  with  on  encroachment  on  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  assoming  that  it 
came  witiiin  his  oonstitn&mal  oranpetouiy  to 
give  insbnotions  to  his  lunirters  abroad;  to 
negotiate  treaties  with  famaga  powers,  without 
firrt  submitting  his  instractions  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Senate :  he,  too,  was  charged  with 
drawing  the  public  money  for  his  own  private 
purposes ;  and  it  was  published,  that  the  day 
on  which  he  sboold  retire  *'  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  national  jubilee ;  for  from  that  day, 
would  the  name  of  Washington  cease  to 
legalize  corruption."  And  such,  sir,  was  the 
acrimony  of  party  spirit  in  his  day,  that  there 
are  now  distinguished  political  oharacters,  high 
in  tiie  confidence  of  this  people,  who  have 
recorded  opon  the  journals  of  this  House,  t^at 
their  ooDfidence  in  him  was  diminished. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  popularity  which 
Ur.  Jefferson  acquured  by  the  repeal  of  the  war 
tax  of  the  preceding  Administration,  and  the 
prostrate  condition  of  his  poUtiud  rivals,  there 
soon  sprung  op  men  who  had  contributed  to 
elevate  him  to  power,  who  denounced  his 
Administration,  He  was  charged  with  an 
nndignified,  unpatriotic  attachment  to  France ; 
with  a  hatred  against  England,  that  could  onlj 
be  satiated  by  her  prostration  at  the  feet  of  the 
French  Eagles ;  with  shaping  his  whole  oooree 
of  foreign  policy  with  an  eye  to  the  gnd^cation 
of  these  fedings  of  attadunent  and  hatred. 
(We  all  reooUeot  tiie  oelelwated  saying  imputed 
to  a  ICnister  ol  his  cabinet  whm  it  sooght  to 
parohase  from  SpMn  the  Floridas^  "^nco 
wants  money.**)  With  a  wasteful  prodigality 
oi  the  pnUtc  money ;  for,  ur,  a  gentleman,* 
then  of  distinguished  influence,  the  bitterest 
political  enemy  of  the  first  Adams,  as  he  now  is 
of  the  second,  the  most  zealous  of  those  who 
toiled  for  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  re- 
marked, on  the  floor  of  this  House :  **  .A^inst 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  I,  in  common 
with  many  others,  did  and  do  yet  entertain  a 


DEBATES  OF  CONGEESS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


706 


ABRIBOMBNT  OF  THB 


H.WB.] 

tentiment  d  hoetilify,  and  have  repeatedly  < 
cried  out  ag^st  it  for  extravagance,  and  for  | 
profbnon,  and  for  waste,  and  wanton  waste,  of  : 
the  ^ublio  resonroes.  I  find,  however,  npon  j 
consideration,  whether  from  the  natnre  of  man,  | 
or  from  the  nature  of  things,  or  from  whatever  ' 
eaaM,  that  that  Administration,  grossly  extrava- 

r at  as  I  then,  and  still  believe  it  to  liave  been, 
tried  hj  Hke  oriteiitm  of  the  sooeeeding  one^ 
was  a  pattern  of  retrenchment  and  economy.** 
These  hiatorioal  facts  are  bronght  into  view 
to  the  end  that  the  public  may  appreciate  the 
motives  which  give  currency  to  ttiMe  clamors 
ag^st  those  who  administer  the  Goveroment, 
and  to  ahow  tliat,  at  all  times,  and  by  aU  parties, 
the  same  charges  which  are  now  made  agunst 
the  GovemmeDt,  have  been  made  and  are  instm- 
ments  nsed  for  party  triamph :— cormption, 
prodi^^ty,  and  a  fondness  of  splendor,  are  the 
practised  weapons  of  the  Opposition ;  they  may 
infloenoe  sentiment  for  a  time,  bat  a  spirit  of 
free  inqoiry  and  correct  information  will  banish 
tiiese  delosons,  dononatrating  the  innocence  of 
the  acooeed,  and  <lie  daring  and  sdflsh  motives 
vhidi  prodnce  theimpntanons.  Becolleetfliat 
these  I^^dents  were  the  fonnders  of  the  Be- 
pnbUo,  that  they  had  an  active  agency  in  the 
establuhment  of  yonr  constitntion,  that  tbey 
liTod  and  toiled  for  the  Repablic  at  home  in 
liie  gaze  of  the  American  people ;  and  above  alL 
that  they  came  into  power  by  the  majority  of 
the  votes  of  the  American  people;  put  even 
thns  Bostained,  and  thos  elected,  they  escaped 
not  the  fell  spirit  of  detraction.  The  present 
Ohief  Magistrate  came  not  into  power  snstained 
by  BQch  powerAil  appeals  to  the  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  American  people.  His  life 
had  been  spent  principally  in  the  service  of  his 
country  abroad,  in  watching  its  hiteresta  and  its 
ri^te  in  foreign  conrta.  When  at  home  he 
presided  over  a  Department,  of  none  or  very 
umited  patron^e,  and  which  addresses  itself 
ordy  to  the  patnotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
people.  He  had  three  competitors,  of  dis- 
tinguished reputation,  and  alike  endeared  to 
the  conntry.  A  gentleman  of  splendid  tal- 
ents, *  the  bold  and  nndisgnised  advocate  of 
those  oonstitntional  doctrines  which  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  Federal  action,  retired  teom  the 
straggle  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  unexpected 
movements  of  a  State,  npon  whose  powerfril 
SDpport  bis  calealations  on  anooess  were  predi- 
oiUed.  Ko  dection  was  made  in  the  primary 
ooUegea — and  this  House,  exercising  its  oonstitn- 
tional contingent  power,  called  the  present 
incombent  to  tiie  Presidency.  In  forming  his 
cabinet,  he  called  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Btate,  that  disttngnished  citizen  who 
now  presides  over  that  Department,  and  it  is 
understood  that  he  offered  to  another  competi- 
tor, the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 

From  this  moment,  a  spirit  of  oppo»tion, 
detraction,  and  misrepresentation  appeued.  It 
was  charged  that  the  election  was  effected  by 
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**baTgtdii,  management,  and  intrigoe;*'  wA 
the  nation  has  been  convnlsed  by  a  more 
state  of  political  hatred  than  it  ever  experieoeed 
before.  History  informs  n&  that,  aQ  tbs 
parties  or  factions  which  divide  a  natson,  those 
are  the  most  angry,  which  are  fomided  os 
personal  considerations.  The  parties  berctofim 
existing  in  this  conntry  had  their  origb  ia  i 
difference  of  ratnlon  anwnr  the  peo|il<^  as  to 
onrfordgn  ana  domeslie  prntey.  Laso^iiBiBi 
ot  realBtuiff  tiut  pcdicy,  rival  poGtidai 
addressed  UienuelTeB  to  tlie  reason  ud  aBde^ 
standin^r  of  the  nation.  An  nDprecednittd 
onanimity  existed  among  ns  all,  as  to  the  gnat 
and  fhndamental  policy  which  the  pronKritr 
of  this  country  required  to  be  pnrsued  by  iti 
rulers.  The- present  parties  o€  this  country  are 
therefore  formed  upon  the  preference  of  om 
individual  to  another.  In  all  our  attempt!, 
therefore,  to  proselyte,  a  review  of  their  cbar- 
acter  and  of  their  talents  is  taken.  In  tliii 
review  much  is  said — much  will  be  sud— of  u 
irritating  and  offenrive  character.  These  in 
tite  causes  of  our  disunion. 

The  atnictnre  of  our  insUtationa  is  attaekfd, 
and  the  Military  Academy  ia  sought  to  b« 
rendered  an  object  of  pablio  jealousy,  and  tb« 
seeds  of  disomon,  between  ue  rich  and  tk 
poor,  between  the  plebeians  and  tbe  patridsu, 
18  scattered,  with  more  than  Tribonitian  in- 
dustry. The  West  Point  Academy,  ttmM 
by  Jefferson,  is  now  described  by  his  fr)ei.di  ' 
as  an  institution  in  its  very  princq>le9  srif- 
tocratic.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  nn 
that  none  but  ti^e  children  of  the  wealthy  m 
educated  there.  It  is  not  so ;  in  its  priiici|^ 
it  wmtidns  no  exdndon  gradnated  cm  tuL 
That  there  may  be  children  of  the  wetUhr 
eduoated  there  u  irae :  and  abaUitnotbe  w! 
Who  oontribntea  to  it  I  Do  not  the  weahl^l 
And  shall  they  b«  excluded  who  do  notcoatiib- 
«te  to  it?  But  the  children  of  the  westtb;  i 
are  not  sent  there  from  considerations  of  ecos-  I 
omy,  but  to  prepare  their  children,  by  ■  pn-  ! 
vious  course  of  study,  to  enter  into  the  annKi  ' 
of  their  conntry :  and  it  must  be  bo,  or  tlw 
children  of  the  wealthy  will  be  excluded  froa 
the  Army  Register.  This  theory  is  confinntd 
by  one  single  illustration.  An  honorable  men- 
b^  of  this  House,  who  has  expended  tlKO- 
sands  in  giving  to  the  poor  the  UesoDgs  d 
intdleotnu  Ugb^  has  now  at  tJiat  sdietd  a  jondi, 
who  pr^leri  to  serve  his  country  in  her  snnr.  i 
The  gentleman  has  enumerated  many  iostmMa,  i 
from  his  own  Btate,  in  which  the  Represesta- 
tives  in  Congress  have  had  diildren  edneaie^ 
there.  If  this  be  an  abuse  of  the  power  nd 
influenoe  of  the  members,  they  are  respmuibte 
to  their  constituents.  The  War  Departmeot 
most  act  upon  recommraidationB.  The  cqd^ 
tutional  implication  that  the  members  <^  God- 
gress  are  deserving  confidence,  must  inflnenn 
that  Department,  and  the  sin  of  the  abiM 
the  disoretiiooary  dioioe  must  rest  on  tlinr 
head.  I  can  only  say,  tliat  so  as  nj  «* 
pttkaioe  goes^  the  setemons  in  the  6tttsfl<o 
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whence  I  come,  has,  ia  every  instance  fallen 
npoD  those  TiQioat  parents  and  withoat  prop- 
erty—except the  son  of  a  gallant  General, 
whose  blood  moistened  the  field  of  Eataw,  and 
whose  anxioQs  wish  is,  that  one  of  his  descend- 
ants might,  if  a  war  sboold  ever  again  retnm, 
display  the  same  pafariotasm  and  the  same 
daring  as  his  father.  A  principle  of  distribu- 
tive Justice  regulates  the  selection  now,  and  I, 
with  others,  can  say,  that  the  claims  of  the 
friendlesB  and  the  poor  are  listened  to  with  a 
sympathizing  heart,  and  a  disposition  to  foster 
and  protect  those  whose  genius,  it  is  presumed, 
fit  them  fur  military  oommand.  The  general 
utility  d  this  Insdtation,  till  the  power  of  a 
aelectioa  was  exerdsed  by  a  political  rival,  was 
admitted  aU.  If  its  abnaea  have  weakened 
tiie  pablio  confidence  in  it,  this  Administration 
bas  not  to  answer  for  it ;  it  commenced  in  other 
di^s,  when  the  late  Secretary  of  War  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  But  why  deal 
in  this  general  accusation?  Bring  forth  a 
direot  propontion  to  pull  it  down. 


Thubsdat,  Jaanary  81. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions of  3£r.  OsiLTOK  on  the  subject  of  retrench- 
ment, and  the  lunendment  of  Mr.  Bukb. 

Mr.  Lbtohu  aiUd:  I  have  witnessed  this 
debate  with  more  pain  and  regret  than  any  that 
lias  ever  occurred  in  this  Hoose  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat.  One  more  unprofit- 
able, more  intolerant,  and  less  likely  to  effect 
any  good  for  the  country,  has  never  occurred 
here  or  elsewhere.  Sir,  as  the  Bepresentatives 
of  a  free  and  enlightened  comnmiUty,  disposed 
to  muntain  the  dignity  and  utility  of  debate, 
upon  correct  principles,  we  should  pause, 
seriously  pause,  before  we  determine  to  pros- 
ecute this  ibrther.  Where,  when,  and  how  is  it 
to  be  ended  ?  What  profit  will  be  derived  from 
it  t  What  valuable  object  attuned  f  Is  our  time 
Justly,  correctly,  and  &irly  employed,  in  refer- 
ence to  tl^important  interests  of  the  conntrj^,  to 
be  tbns  exclasively  occupied  in  this  digressive, 
angry  debate  ?  if  a  debate  it  can,  or  on^t  to  be 
caum.  I  had  always,  sir,  until  brought  to  a 
different  conclusion  by  the  present  discussion, 
been  led  to  believe,  that  a  debate  was  only 
necessary  where  a  difference  of  opinion,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  existed,  and  that  its  miun 
object  was  to  enlighten,  to  convince,  or  to  per- 
Boade.  Such,  however,  sir,  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  character  or  design  of  this.  Its  ol^ect,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  its  tendency,  is  not  to  illustrate 
any  particular  proposition,  or  to  convince  us 
upon  any  matter  of  disputed  policy.  It  i^  if 
not  for  the  nobler,  at  any  rate  for  the  obviona 
and  gratifying  purpose,  of  abusing  and  censur- 
ing some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
the  country,  Tli^  on^t  to  he  no  discussion 
upon  the  resolutions  as  offered,  because  there 
is  no  disagreement  of  opinion  among  us  as  to 
the  direction  which  they  ought  to  take,  and 
nuut  taktt.  Tet^  fir,  without  any  disagreement 
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whatever,  as  ftr  aa  I  know,  or  beSeve,  in 
reference  to  the  antject-matter  befbre  na^  we 
present  ourselvea  before  the  nation  in  an  atti- 
tude truly  lamentably  singular,  to  speak  in  no 
stronger  terms.  What  is  it  t  Why,  sir,  a  sub- 
ject is  offered  for  the  con^eration  of  the 
Hous^  in  the  vanal  mode  of  resolutions, 
inquirmg  Into  the  manner  in  which  the  pecu- 
niary concerns  of  the  country  are  conducted 
by  those  to  whom  we  have  confided  these  high 
trusts ;  also,  of  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of 
lesseninf^  the  number  of  our  officers  in  service, 
of  curtailing  their  salaries,  and  of  reducing  the 
pay  of  the  members  of  this  and  the  other 
House.  To  these  resolntitma  every  one  almoet, 
with<rat  exception,  seems  to  yield  a  rea^ 
assent.  Indeed,  ot,  we  appear  to  atm^^ 
severely  with  each  other  for  the  honor  of  moat 
admiring  them.  We  all  profesa  to  be  willing 
yes,  anxious,  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  exceeding^ 
anxioua,  ^et,  from  some  cause  or  other,  we 
can't  get  mto  it.  To  profess  to  be  willing  to 
make  an  inquiry,  is  one  thing — ^to  make  it,  is 
another.  Talking,  and  doing,  are  very  different 
matters.  If  we  are  really  and  nnoerely  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject,  we 
must  speak  leas,  and  do  more.  We  should 
engage  m  the  business  of  the  conntry  with  the 
detenniuation  of  doing  it  speedily,  and  gdng 
home.  How,  sir,  ioea  it  happen,  that  we  can^ 
get  the  qaestion,  and  bring  the  debate  to  a 
close  t  The  answer  to  this  question  will  not, 
and  cannot  be  denied.  It  arises  from  too  mnoh 
zeal,  and  too  much  sensibility,  upon  the  Presi- 
dential qnealion.  Ah  I  That's  the  whole  secret. 
The  people  understand  all  our  movements; 
they  are  cool,  deliberate,  and  intelligent,  and 
will  very  qniokly  comprehend  the  design  of  an 
dectioneering  speech  delivered  in  this  House, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  For  my  own  part — I  speak,  how- 
ever, with  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others — I  do  not  think  it  either  ocanpllmentafy 
to  the  members  of  this  Honse,  or  to  the  people 
of  this  nation,  to  make  the  Representative  Hall 
tiie  arena  of  electioneering  strife,  and  tarmoil, 
and  hustle.  It  should  be  exclusively  appro- 
priated to  the  lesntimate  purposes  of  le^slation, 
and  no  other.  The  people  will  attend  to  the 
election  of  President  themselves,  if  permitted 
to  do  so.  They  are  the  proper  tribunal  to 
make  the  decision  between  the  two  contending 
parties  which  now  divide  the  conntry  and  thia 
House.  In  their  decision  I  have  anlimited  con- 
fidence. They  will  reflect  coolly,  and  decide 
wisely,  and  that  decinon  will  be  madcj  if  not 
accoraing  to  the  wishes  and  feelioga  of  all  In  tiiia 
House,  at  any  rate  according  to  th^  own  sober 
jndgment,  uninfluenced,  I  hope,  by  any  and 
every  attempt  to  excite  them  on  the  me  ride  or 
the  other.  The  truth  is,  sir,  and  I  speak  my  un- 
disguised opinicoiwhen  I  say  so,  the  importance 
and  consequence  which  some  geotiemen  seem  to 
attach  to  what  they  may  say  in  this  Hall,  tending 
to  bear  upon  the  Presidential  canvaa^  la  Tery 
greatiy  overrated.  It  is  a  mistake,  which  results, 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


JRetitmekmmt. 


708 


ABBIDGHSNT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.] 

like  moat  other  miBtakeo,  from  tblnkiDg  too 
highly  of  their  own  speaking  powers,  and  too 
little  of  thejndgment  and  diaorimination  of  those 
irho  send  ns  here.  Sir,  we  may  declaim,  aod 
rave,  and  rant,  and  read  newspaper  squihs,  and 
reassert  stale  and  long  since  related  charges,  and 
even  desoend  to  personal  inTOCtiTee  aguost 
each  other,  or  to  persraal  riolence,  until  we 
become  exoanited,  ind  ezhanat  the  Treasniy 
too,  witfaont  being  able  to  inftise  into  the  pnUio 
ftat  degree  of  ml  which  political  ealenliitiDg 
Mrtisana  feel,  or  In  anj  material  nnanner 
indnee  any  pwti<m  of  them  to  snirender  their 
Judgment  to  politicians  straggling  for  power. 
I  am  very  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discover 
aroand  me,  the  most  formidable  preparations 
for  a  continoatioQ  of  the  debate.  One  gentle- 
man is  covering  his  table  with  books,  another  is 
taking  notes,  whilst  aboat  a  dozen  others  are 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  opporta- 
nity  of  getting  tlie  floor.  I  did  not  rise  with  a 
view  of  saying  any  thing  which  woald  be  the 
means  of  prolonging  the  discossion,  bat  princi- 
pally to  express  my  earnest  desire  that  Gm 

aoesUon  may  be  Immdht  to  a  condnricm.  With 
le  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  (Mr.  Bnx,)  I 
desire  to  get  the  Hoaae  rid  ttM  i^aestion,  by 
referring  the  resolations  to  a  cranmittee.  It  is 
T«y  easy  to  dispose  of  tlu»  matter  should  we 
choose  to  do  it.  Bat  one  says,  with  great  force 
and  energy,  I  did  not  commence  ^is  discus- 
sion :  another  says,  I  did  not  One  party  says, 
you  began  it :  the  other  says,  No,  it  was  yon. 
who  did  b^n  it  f  Sir,  nobody  began  it,  yet 
it  is  here.  Instead  of  dispatmg  who  com- 
menoed  the  discussion — 'for  uiat  fact,  it  seems, 
never  can  be  ascertained — let  ns  straggle  who 
ahall  be  the  first  to  get  clear  of  it ;  ana  at  once 
proceed  to  the  transaction  <tf  bonness.  Wby, 
titj  the  scene  is  really  ladicroas.  It  is  more  like 
children's  play,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
than  the  part  of  grare  legidation.  The  original 
resolQCum  offered  by  my  oolleagae,  (Mr.  Chil- 
ton,) was  not  of  an  anosual  or  extraordinary 
character.  I  was  very  glad  when  he  introduced 
it.  I  little  anticipated  the  irritation  it  bos  pro- 
duced, or  the  length  of  time  it  has  consumed. 
The  inquiry  proposed  is  a  necessary  one,  and 
may  prove  asefiu  to  the  country. 

In  a  Grovemment  constitated  as  ours  is,  too 
much  vigUsnce  cannot  exist  upon  the  part  of 
tiiose  in  whom  the  people  have  placed  coq- 
fidenoe,  in  watching  the  public  expenditares. 
I  am  not  for  making  false  clamors,  or  exciting 
the  pnblio  withost  any  just  apprehensions, 
merely  tor  my  own  purpcoes;  bu^  apon  princi- 
ple, I  am  now,  and  always  have  bc^  in  favor 
of  observing  a  systom  of  rigid  economy  and 
strict  accDm[itabUity  in  every  Department  of 
the  Government.  Frequent  inqniriea  and  ex- 
aminations ought  to  take  place.  Honest,  able, 
and  faithfal  officers,  such  as  I  believe  compose 
the  Administration,  have  nothing  to  fear  irom 
the  strictest  soratiny  into  all  their  official  acts. 
On  the  contrary  it  has  a  good  efiect.  It  satis- 
fies the  country,  and  it  is  particularly  proper 
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.  at  this  period  in  refisrenoe  to  what  has  brai 
'  said  out  of  this  Honse  for  some  time  pi«t. 
I  The  inquiry^  sir,  is  demanded  by  the  people: 
I  they  expect  it,  and  are  anxiously  wutins  to  we 
,  how  it  will  progress.  Give  it  to  na.  Let  the 
i  examination  bethorouch  and  complete.  If  o&e 
dollar  has  been  applied  improperly  by  the  dk> 
bursing  officers,  ascertun  the  fact,  and  make  it 
known.  If  nothing  be  wrong;  if  censures 
,  have  gone  abroad  without  any  just  canae;  it 
wonld  be  bnt  an  act  of  sheer  jnstioe  to  tboK 
wbo  have  been  implicated,  as  wdl  is  to  tha 
country,  to  say  so,  after  this  inquiry  is  com- 
pleted. It  requires  no  great  intelleeinal  effixl 
to  create  sospicions,  and  to  give  them  emrencT, 
whether  they  be  directed  ag^st  public  w 
pri  vate  cliaractor.  So  far  as  any  thing  has  been 
sud,  in  this  deliate,  having  for  its  object  a 
design  of  casting  any  impntation  upon  tbe 
AdmiDistration,  m  its  management  of  tlie 
moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  its  fiTcnds 
now,  and  at  all  times,  challenge  the  ireest  ud 
fullest  investigation;  but,  at  the  same  tiise, 
protest  against  the  right  of  thor  of^mnenta  of 
trying  them  under  the  doctrine  of  Revoli- 
tionary  France  "  of  lal>oring  under  a  sn^iidoii 
d  being  suspected,"  and  taking  vpaa  them- 
selves tiae  ezclnsive  right  of  aocosing  and 
deciding.  If  any  fact  whatever  exists,  npoo 
which  to  predicate  a  chai^  even  by  iroplics- 
tion,  the  accusing  party  have  it  completdy  is 
their  powv  to  expose  it  to  the  natim  in 
glowinff  colors— the  nation  b  fblly  oon^Ktent 
to  decide  upon  its  merits. 

Bat,  sir,  I  am  not  about  to  pursue  thatooniM 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  so  freely  to  con- 
demn in  others,  by  discussing  the  relative  meriu 
and  demerits,  fitoess  and  unfitness,  of  the  tiro 
distinguished  candidates  now  hefon  the  peqile 
for  the  first  office  within  tbar  gift  No,  sir.  If 
my  vuiity  even  prompted  me  to  sappose  I  ws» 
qoolified  for  such  a  task,  I  would  not,  at  thia  time, 
upon  this  occasion,  in  tiiis  House,  allow  mjseK 
even  under  feelings  of  excitement,  to  engage  in 
it  The  topic,  if  persisted  in,  I  fear,  sir,  will,  in 
some  degree,  impair  that  dignity  which  has 
heretofore  characterised  the  proc4ldings  of 
this  body.  I  have  not  taken  the  floor  with  a 
design  of  answering  charges  on  the  one  side, 
or  making  them  on  the  other.  It  was,  sir,  for 
a  very  different  purpose,  as  I  have  already 
intimated.  During  this  discussion,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, which  has  taken  a  most  extensive  rang?, 
from  what  was  s^d  by  my  friend  from  Ohio, 
(Mr.  Yaitcb,)  an  impremon  was  made  ^wn  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen,  that  his  dengn  was 
to  impeach  the  purity  and  inte^^  of  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House,  in  his  appoint- 
ment of  committees.  Sir,  I  was  very  gad  to 
hear  that  honorable  gentleman  frankly  aii<l 
volnutsrilyi  disclaim  every  idea  of  the  sort.  1^ 
would,  sir,  in  my  estimation,  not  only  have 
been  unkind,  bnt  ui^ustu  to  that  officer,  to  hare 
expressed  or  entortamed  a  different  eentimenL 
Though  not  elevated  to  that  honorable  station 
with  my  consent,  I  will  take  this  ocemon  to 
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U7,  without  Bopponng  mj  o^ion  is  s  matter 
of  the  slightest  consequence  to  my  one,  as  far 
as  my  feeble  judgment  extends,  he  presides 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  with  ability 
and  dignity.  As  to  his  appointment  of  com- 
mittees, he  has  a  right  to  aelect  and  organize 
them  as  he  chooses — he  and  they  being  respon- 
sible to  the  country  for  doing  harm,  or  for  not 
doing  good. 

As  to  myself^  I  do  not  think,  after  two  par- 
ties have  been  straggling  for  power,  and  one  of 
them  Buooeeds,  it  oaa  reasonably  be  expected, 
that,  in  the  dtotributitm  of  the  houoralue  sta- 
tions in  this  House,  the  Tictorioua  party  shdQ 
select  their  adversaries.  This  ought  not  to  be 
required.  If  they  look  for  the  qualifications 
Tbidi  fit  individuals  for  those  stations,  and  find 
such  qoalifioations  in  men  of  their  own  party, 
it  is  natural,  and  right,  that  they  should  put 
those  who  possess  them  at  the  head  of  the  lead- 
ing committees.  I  should  never  object  to  such 
ft  course.  If  the  party  which  has  now  the 
minority  here,  has  placed  its  friends  in  stationfl 
where  they  can  be  useful  to  the  country, 
while  they  do  honor  to  themselves,  I  hope  we 
who  are  of  the  minority,  will  never  complain 
(tf  it.  If  thej  have  the  nonor,  they  hftve  the 
respondbility  too ;  and,  I  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  EoitQcky  who  has  Just  taken 
oia  seat,  and  who  has  made  some  complaints 
agunst  Hr.  Adams  about  patronage,  that  I 
would  go  farther  tlian  merely  i)rotecting 
friends.  Patronage  onght  to  be  dismbuted  in 
the  first  place,  with  a  constant  view  to  the 
public  good.  That  object  being  kept  in  sight, 
the  Admioistration  has  a  right  to  look  first  to 
its  friends — I  mean  its  prudent,  enlightened, 
and  capable  friends,  and  those  who  have  done 
the  most  to  place  it  in  power,  by  ^ving  support 
to  &ir  and  just  principles.  It  ought  to  look 
next  to  friends,  whi^  though  not  quite  so 
zealoaa  and  efficient  in  its  behalf^  are  equally 
fiUthftil  in  their  attachment  to  its  principles 
and  their  country.  In  the  next  place  it  ought 
to  look  to  intelligent  neutrals ;  still,  as  I  stud 
before^  keeping  its  eye  upon  the  public  good, 
and  upon  suitable  qualifications ;  and  then,  if 
there  is  any  thing  left,  let  them  give  it  to  open, 
but  able  and  magnanimous  adversaries.  This  I 
take  to  be  a  rule,  right  in  itself  and  one  which 
has  always  more  or  less  governed  every 
Admimstration,  but  particularly  Mr.  Jefferson's. 
It  is  true,  in  wming  at  this  rule,  an  Administra- 
tion mi^  make  neat  mistakes.  Hiey  may 
Bometimes  select  Tor  imprntuit  stoUona,  men 
who  bring  no  force  to  their  cause,  bnt  then, 
this  arises  only  from  defect  of  judgment  or 
information.  They  intend  to  strengthen  their 
own  party  while  they  serve  the  country,  and  if 
they  fail  to  do  so,  it  is  from  the  causes  I  men- 
tioned. Sir,  look  to  all  Governments  which 
ever  existed.  You  never  find  one  which  gives 
all  its  fiitvors  to  an  enemy  that  would  have  pre- 
vented its  success,  and  would,  at  any  moment, 
prostrate  it.  The  gentleman  says,  this  Ad- 
ministration has  been  very  impmdenl^  and  has 


[H.  cvH. 

committed  great  blunders  in  the  distribution  at 
its  patronage.  That  may  be,  but  I  tetl  that 
gentleman,  that,  if  his  favorite  candidate  evw 
gets  into  power,  he  will  most  infallibly  protect 
his  friends,  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  pre- 
sent Administration  has  ever  done.  Sir,  I  believe 
this  Administration  has  been  a  little  culpable 
in  this  matter,  although  they  have  incurred  the 
censure  of  the  gentleman  for  a  difilerent  course. 
I  think  tbey  nave  not  stuck  to  their  friends 
quite  as  much  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  Ko ' 
gentleman  will  suspect  me  of  saying  this  with 
any  personal  reference.  I  never  was  an  appli- 
cant for  any  office,  and  I  never  eq>ect  to  do, 
and  for  a  very  good  reason,  sir.  t  never  can 
succeed,  if  I  should  apply ;  there  are  too  many 
ahead  of  me,  of  both  parties,  who  excel  me 
in  seal  and  ability,  and  anxiety  to  obtain  offioe. 


I^nuT,  Febnufy  1. 

The  resolutions  of  Ur.  GmtTOX  with  Ifae 
amendment  of  Mr.  Blau,  fas  proposed  to  be 
modified  by  Mr.  Dobsit,)  D^ng  again  under 
oonsidenition — 

Mr.  EntBRT  said,  he  be^ed  leave  to  return 
his  sincere  thanks  to  the  House  for  according 
to  him  the  indulgence  of  an  at^oumment.  At 
this  stage  of  the  discussion,  (sud  Mr.  £.,}  noth- 
ing but  physical  inability  to  proceed  should  have 
induced  me  to  ask  this  indulgence.  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  requite  it,  by  the  only  means  in 
my  power ;  that  is,  by  introducing  no  matter 
into  the  debate,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to 
protract  it  I  took  the  liberty,  yesterday,  to 
observe,  that,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bandolph,)  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  I  voted  in  the 
amrmatiTeuponthatqaestion.  Ididso,thinkii^ 
I  foresaw  the  character  of  the  debiU»  which 
was  Ukely  to  arise^  if  the  resolution  remained 
before  tiie  House.  To  a  resolntion  for  inquiry, 
of  this  nature,  I  could  have  no  objection, 
except  that  of  some  little  crudity  in  form, 
which  has  been  obieeted  to  this  resolution  on 
every  side  of  the  Honse.  With  that  exoeptionj 
uid  could  it  have  passed  without  debate,  I 
should  oheerfally  have  voted  for  it. 

The  House  was  not  pleased  to  m^e  that  dis- 
position of  the  resolution.  The  debate  has  been 

Csued ;  and  the  ground,  in  my  judgment, 
entirely  shifted  ^neath  onr  feet.  It  is  not 
now  an  inquiry  into  the  practicability  of  re- 
trenchment, with  a  view  to  the  more  rapid  pay^ 
ment  of  the  pnbUo  debL  I  do  not  say  that  no 
allusion  to  this  matter  is  left  in  the  res(Aution ; 
it  may  remain  there  in  form ;  but  the  substance 
is  changed.  The  topic  now  put  forward,  is  the 
expenditure  of  the  contingent  funds,  particular- 
ly that  for  forei^  intercourse ;  and  taking  the 
debate  as  an  indication  of  the  charscter  of  the 
resolution,  it  is  one  of  general  crimination  of 
the  measures  of  the  Administration. 

I  a^n  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  am  friend- 
ly to  inquiry,  in  any  and  every  form — I  care 
not  witii  what  severity  and  strictness  it  be  in- 
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Btitat«d.  I  know  that  all  haman  establisbments 
(e^eoially  so  vast  and  complicated  an  establish- 
ment as  that  of  a  GoTemroent)  are  liable  to 
abase.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  on  these  general 
prinoipleB,  that  there  may  be  abuses  in  the 
Government  as  at  present  administered,  al- 
though thej  are  as  likely  to  be  abuses  of  re- 
striouon,  as  of  extravagance ;  especially  aa  the 
me  generally  leads  to  the.other.  lU-timed  and 
misplaced  reduction  often  leadi^  in  the  end,  to 
more  lavish  expenditure ;  and  a  judicious  ez- 

Esnditure,  (a  memorable  instance  has  been 
tely  stated  to  this  House  in  relation  to  the 
Post  Office,)  as  often  proves  to  be  tmeecooomy. 
But,  retrenchment  is  a  popular  theme,  and  the 
pmning  knife  has  sometimes  been  so  fully  ap- 
plied to  our  establisbmeots,  that  their  vital  sap 
has  flowed  out  of  the  wounds.  Still,  however, 
•ir,  I  would  never  oppose  an  inquiry  into  the 
abiuea  that  may  exist :  and  whether  they  be 
those  of  redflndanee  or  deficiency,  X  am  equally 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Fermk  me  to  make  one  other  gmeral  remark. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bbxl)  in 
Us  lib««l  and  eloquent  address  to  ^e  House, 
made  a  remark,  which  he  justly  offered  as  soond 
in  itaeU^  however  paradoxical  in  its  terms,  that 
there  were  states  of  tilings,  in  which  t^at  which 
is  naturally  the  health  and  strength  of  a  people 
becomes  a  sonrce  of  decline  and  decay.  The 
gentleman  applied  this  wise  remark  to  a  profnse 
expffliditure  of  public  money.  There  is  another 
application  of  it,  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
equally  just  and  pertinent.  This  branch  of  the 
Government— tiie  Legislative  branch — is,  has 
been,  and  ever  most  be,  the  great  centre  of 
power  in  the  Republic.  It  u  the  heart  of 
the  political  system,  ont  of  which  all  life  and 
power,  aa  they  have  been  imbibed  from  the 
people,  most  flow  back,  through  the  various 
ohannels  of  administration,  to  them.  There 
are,  however,  other  branches  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment, which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  for  the 
public  good,  and  these  must  be  upheld,  in  their 
proper  spheres  and  Auctions.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
tremendons  power  of  this  House  be  brought 
to  bear  unduly  and  disproportionately  on  ot£er 
branches  of  the  system ;  and  espedaJly  if  it  be 

Fit  into  an  extra-legislative  action,  (by  which 
mean  an  action  wholly  disoonneoted  from  its 
Auctions,  dtti^r  as  a  branch  of  tiie  Legislature, 
or  tbe_  grand  inqnest  of  the  nation,)  then,  also, 
what  is  naturally  our  strength  and  safely-,  be- 
comes a  source  of  weakness,  decay,  and  ruin. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  prominent 
point  of  the  inquiry,  as  now  before  the  House, 
Las  become  the  foreign  service  of  tiie  conntry, 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  ftmds  appropriated 
for  deftaying  its  expense.  The  resolution  puts 
forward  that  as  the  leading  topic,  and,  in  its 
very  terms,  (and  this  objection,  I  must  confess, 
Implies  also  to  the  amendment  as  modified,) 
gives  a  character  to  the  mode  in  which  that  part 
of  the  service  baa  ever  been  admboistered  un- 
warranted by  the  eonslitution,  the  law,  and  the 
usage  under  it.   We  are  to  inqidre  Into  the 


amount  of  the  earns  paid  ont  of  the  eonflngtst 
fund  for  for^gn  intercourse,  and  settled  sttbe 
Treasury  without  specification ;  and  ilso  into 
the  amount  paid  out  of  the  same  fund,  and 
settled  at  the  Treasury  in  the  usual  mode,  acHK^ 
ing  to  law.  Bo  it  seems  tbat  there  are  twotiali 
of  settiements — one  usual,  and  according  to  kr; 
the  other  by  specification,  and  impliedly  D«ther 
neual  nor  legal. 

This,  sir,  to  an  important  topic.  The  foiwgn 
service  of  the  country  is  an  exceeding  re- 
sponsible branch  of  the  public  s^rice.  Unles 
we  adopt  the  Chinese  policy,  we  caouot  but 
stand,  in  relaticms  with  foreign  nations,  ia^j 
important  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  peace,  we  stand  m  the  relation  of 
an  extended  and  profitable  commercial  intfs^ 
course,  depending  upon  its  proq>^ty,  to  a  good 
degree,  on  the  character  we  sostwn  abroad. 
When  peaceful  relations  give  WW  to  war,  i& 
duration  depends  not  a  Httle  <m  the  ebinetv 
with  which  we  embark  in  it.  The  estime 
which  other  nations  fbrm  of  our  character,  ii 
affected  by  the  manner  in  which  we  are  repn- 
sented  abroad.  The  subject  of  our  foreign  m- 
terconrse  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  too  l^tl; 
dealt  with.  It  is  one  for  which  the  constita- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  country  have  made  pecs- 
liar  provision  —  a  provision,  as  I  concan, 
overlooked,  or  misstated  by  the  terms  of  tbt 
resolution. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  il 
is  provided,  that  the  Present  "shall  Dwii- 
nate,  fuid,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonsent 
of  the  S«aate,  shall  appoint,  Ambasaadon, 
other  public  Ministers  and  Consnb."  Overtbe 
exendse  this  power,  no  control  is  given 
the  constttuti<m,  to  Congress ;  nor  have  the? 
undertaken  to  exenrise  any  othei^  than  that  d 
limiting  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  sod 
oflicers  for  their  services  and  the  exp^ues  i> 
curred  by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
How,  then,  was  this  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion reduced  to  practice,  in  the  original  ornni- 
zation  of  the  Oovemmentt  In  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  first 
Congress,  Premdent  Washington  broo^t  the 
subject  before  the  two  Honaes,  in  the  fiuoriiv 
terms: 

"  The  interest  of  the  Uidted  States  lequret  Ibt 
onrlnterooQiM  with  otiier  naUons  sboald  be&d^ 
tated  by  soch  provisions  as  will  enable  ne  to  fidfl 
my  duty  la  that  respect,  io  the  manner  in  vhifh 
drcamstuices  may  render  most  condudre  to  Uk 
public  good :  and  to  this  end,  that  the  eompcnsatioBi 
to  be  made  to  the  persons  who  may  be  emplojei 
should,  according  to  the  natoie  of  their  amwiu- 
mcnts,  be  defined  by  lav ;  and  a  etwipeteat  tod 
dengnated,  toe  defiayine  the  axpenaes  inddot  M 
the  conduct  of  our  Foreign  -AJfkir*." 

With  the  subject  thus  presented  b>  tbeta, 
what  did  Congress  do  t  Did  they  pass  a  la« 
creating  suc^  and  BDoh  missions  I  No  sir. 
they  appropriate  mma  of  mon^  for  sMih  asd 
such  salaries  and  expenffitorest  Na  Ihelsv 
passed  is  brU^  and,  bearing  strongly  on  ^ 
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ftud  other  matters  of  interest,  I  beg  leave  to 
(»te  it.   It  bears  date  first  of  July,  1790 : 

**Se  it  maeUd,  Thtt  the  Praddent  of  the 
UDited  States  ^lall  be,  %ad  he  is,  authorized  to  dnw 
from  the  Treasury  of  tb.9  United  States,  a  sum  not 
exoeeding  forty  thousand  dollars,  aanually,  to  be 
psid  out  of  the  moneys  arisiag  from  the  duties  oa 
unports  and  tonnage,  for  the  support  of  such  per- 
eoDS  M  he  shall  commiasion  to  serre  the  United 
States  in  foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  business  in  which  they  may  be  employed. 
Provided,  That,  excluaire  of  an  outfit,  irhich  Bball, 
in  no  case,  exceed  the  amount  of  one  year's  full  sal- 
ary to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  or  Charg£  des 
AflUrea,  to  whom  the  aime  may  be  aUowed,  the 
President  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all 
his  persoDal  serrioes,  and  other  expenses;  nor  a 
greater  sum  for  the  same,  than  four  dionsand  five 
hundred  doUan  per  aonnn  to  a  GhaigA  des  AffiUres ; 
nor  a  greater  ram  for  the  same,  than  oae  tboosaad 
three  hundred  and  tSlj  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
Becretarr  of  any  Minister  FlenipotenUary.  And 
provided,  alto.  That  the  Prestdenl  shall  account,  spe- 
cifically, for  all  such  expenditures  of  the  said  money, 
as,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  made  public,  and  also 
for  the  amoant  of  such  expenditures  as  he  maj  think 
It  adrisable  not  to  Bpecify,andoaiuearegulBrsMte- 
ment  and  acconnt  thereof  to  be  lud  before  Con- 
gress, annually,  and  also  lodged  in  the  proper  office 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  b$  it  farthtr  enacted,  ThMX  thif  act 
shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  ib.9  space  of  two 
years,  and  from  thence,  until  the  end  of  the  next 
sesaion  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no  longer." 

There  is  one  phrase  in  the  law  to  which  I 
invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  Honse, 
("  as  he  shall  commission  plirase  throwing 
light  on  qnestions  not  long  since  mach  agitated 
here  and  elsewhere.  There  were  those  who 
took  great  alarm  at  the  nse  of  the  expression 
to  "  oommisrion,"  when  employed  by  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  indicate  one  of  th« 
l^Kontire  functions  in  the  appointment  of  a 
foreign  Minister.  They  probably  did  not  ad- 
vert to  the  fact,  that  the  President  made  use  of 
nO'<>ther  language  than  that  of  the  earliest  legis- 
lation ander  the  oonstitatton,  and  meant  no 
more  than  the  lav  meant  by  the  same  expres- 
sion. 

The  next  law  on  the  snbject  was  passed  9th 
Febmarr,  1798.  It  continued  the  act  of  July, 
1790,  for  another  year,  and  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Oongresa  thereafter,  and 
amended  it  to  the  following  effect : 

"  See.  8.  And  U  U further  enacted,  Tbst,  in  all  cases 
where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  issued,  or 
shall  herMfter  issue,  from  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur> 
pose  of  intercourse  or  treaty  with  foreign  nations,  la 
pursvanoe  of  any  law,  the  President  shall  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authoriied  to  cause  the  same  to  be  daly 
settJed,  annually,  with  Uie  acconnting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  by 
eansinK  the  same  to  be  aeeounted  for,  spwdncaUy* 
in  all  instances  wherein  the  expendltim  thereof 
Bay,  In  his  judgment,  be  made  pabUc,  and  by  male* 
lag  a  ewrtiMata  cr  otrtifioatcii  or  cutfag  the  Sec- 


retary of  State  to  make  a  certificate  or  certificates, 
of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures  as  he  may  think 
it  adrisabk  not  to  spedfy;  and  erery  such  certifi- 
cate shaU  be  deemed  a  snffident  voucher  for  the 
sum  or  sums  therein  expressed  to  have  been  ex< 
pended." 

This  is  the  first  full  enactment  of  the  mode 
of  settlement  by  certificate,  or  without  specifi- 
cation, althongh  the  elements  of  the  proviuou 
exist  in  the  law  of  1790. 

By  the  law  of  March  20,  1794,  the  large  sum 
of  one  million  of  dollars  was  appropriated,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  forty  thousand  dollars,  to 
defray  any  expenses  which  might  he  incurred, 
in  relation  to  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations ;  to  he  applied,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President,  who,  if 
necessary,  was  authorized  to  borrow  the  money ; 
and  an  account  of  the  expenditure,  as  soon  as 
might  he,  was  to  be  lud  before  Congress.  This 
large  approprifdion  was  designed  to  meet  the 
expense  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers. 

Several  similar  acta  were  passed,  at  snbse- 
qnent  sesuooa  of  Congress,  till,  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1600,  a  law  passed,  giving  to  the  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  a  somewhat  modified  form. 
The  law  is  entitled  An  act  to  ascertun  the 
compensation  of  public  Ministers."  It  contuns 
no  appropriation.  It  re-enacts  the  former  limi- 
tation upon  the  compensation  of  Ministers  Pleni- 
potontiary,  ChargS  des  Affaires,  and  the  Secre- 
taries of  Ministers :  the  second  seotioa  directs, 
that,  where  any  mm  oi  money  shall  he  drawn 
from  the  Treasuiy,  under  any  law  making  tp- 
propriadon  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
terconrse  betvera  the  United  States  aod 
foreign  nations,  the  Preadent  shall  cause  the 
accounts  to  t>e  settled  by  certificate,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  9Ui  February,  1798 ; 
omitting  the  aul>stitutioa  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  President  This  year,  for  the  first 
thne,  the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse with  fore'^n  nations,  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Govefnment,  for  the  year  1800. 
Brides  several  large  specific  itoms^  fifty-two 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated,  m  addition 
to  the  annual  forty  thousand. 

1^  May,  1810,  an  act  was  passed,  fixing  the 
compensation  of  public  Ministers,  and  of  Con- 
suls to  the  Barbary  States.  By  this  law,  the 
compensation  of  a  Minister,  and  Charg^  dee 
Affaires,  was  fixed  as  before ;  that  of  a  Secre- 
taiT  of  Legation,  at  two  thousand  dollars,  &c. : 
uid  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  President  to  allow  to  a  Minister  Fleni- 
potentian|,  or  Charge  des  Affaina,  on  going 
from  the  United  Stetea,  to  any  foreign  country, 
an  outfit,  which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  one 
yearns  full  salary  of  such  Mioister  or  Chargi 
des  Affdres ;  but  no  Oonsnl  shall  be  allowed 
an  outfit,  in  any  case  whatever,  any  usage  or 
onstom  to  the  contrary  notwithstamung.  The 
third  secUoa  of  this  law  was  the  same,  verba- 
lim,  with  the  second  of  the  law  of  1800. 

Up  to  t3us  time^  the  impropriation  acts  had 
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coDtained  one  item,  -viz :  for  the  expenses  of 
foreign  interoonree.  From  1810  to  1814,  there 
were  two  items  of  appropriation,  one  for  the 
expenses  of  foreign  intercoms,  and  one  for  the 
contingent  expenses'  of  foreign  intercourse. 
The  first  of  these  snms  was  applied  to  pa;  the 
salaries  of  the  Hinistera,  ChargS  des  Affures, 
and  Secretaries ;  the  second  was  placed  entirelj^ 
at  liie  discretion  of  the  President,  to  discharge 
contingent  expenses  arising  from  the  foreign 
interconrse,  aa  he  ehonld  think  jnst  and  eqaita- 
lile. 

Jjx  the  general  appropriation  act  of  1814,  the 
item  which,  till  ttien,  had  been  expressed  in 
general  terms,  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
teroonrse,  was  made  more  apecifio — "for  the 
Balarle&  allowances,  and  oontingent  expenses, 
of  Ulnuters  to  fore^  nttims,  and  Secre- 
taries of  Legation ;  after  which  waa  added 
the  other  item,  for  the  contin^t  expenaea  of 
interconrse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations. 

la  April,  1618,  the  general  appropriation  bill 
oontuned  one  item  for  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
at  the  several  foreign  courts,  specified  bj 
name,  and  their  severS  Secretaries  of  Legation ; 
an  item  for  two  outfits  of  Ministers,  to  London 
and  St.  Petersbnig ;  an  item  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  mismons ;  an  item  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  preceding  year ;  and  the  naiiu  item  for  the 
contingent  expensee  <tf  foreign  intercourse. 
Similar  speoifloationfl  have  been  made  in  sJl  the 
aiumai  general  appropriaticni  bills,  since  tiiat 
time. 

From  this  view  of  the  lefrislation  of  the  snb- 
ject,  it  appears  that,  originally,  the  whole  fund 
for  foreign'  intercourse,  and,  since  1814,  the 
rams  appropriated  for  t^>e  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intercourse,  have  'been  placed  en- 
tirely at  the  direotiou  of  the  President.  And, 
ftirther,  that  a  settlement,  by  certificate,  with- 
oat  apecificaUon,  is  coeval  with  the  Govera- 
mnt^  and  in  oonfonnity  boUi  with  wage  and 
law. 

I  bftTe  been  induced  to  make  these  state- 
menta,  not  merdy  for  the  sake  of  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  poiutL  in  the  resolution,  on 
which  it  bMTs,  but  also  in  order  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  satisfactory  answer  to  some  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  his 
compensation  and  allowances,  as  a  foreign 
Minister.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  I  enter 
with  much  reluctance ;  it  is  not,  perhaps,  of 
tiie  class  which  I  should  select  to  discuss  on 
this  floor.  It  does  not  belong,  strictly,  to  this 
debate ;  but  it  has  been  introduced,  on  the  pres- 
ent oooaaion,  with  strong  emphans;  and  to 
file  effect,  no  donbt,  of  giving  sanction  to  what 
b  said  more  at  laige  on  the  same  topic  dae- 
where.  This  is  an  important  point:  for  the 
illations  have  extended  not  merely  to  a 
charge  of  exteavaganoe^  but  of  illegality,  and 
even  fraud. 

High  Balariee  are^  I  know,  a  popnlar  aal^feot 
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of  comment,  and,  as  those  of  the  foreign  Min- 
isters are,  with  a  ungle  exc^rtion,  the  h%bert 
paid  ander  the  Govmiment,  H  is  natoraithat 
they  should  be  obnoxious  to  complaint.  Bit, 
sir,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that,  nigh  sa  tbey 
may  be  thought,  ^at  as  their  aggregate  nmj 
seem,  for  the  service  of  a  long  series  of  yews, 
they  are  yet  too  small ;  and,  but  for  the  extra 
allowance  by  which  they  are  eked  out,  would 
be  wholly  inadequate  to  their  object.  It  is  not 
long  since  that  a  most  respectable  member  of 
Congress,  opposed  to  the  Administration,  ex- 
pressed to  me  his  concurrence  in  this  o|Hnioa, 
and  his  willingness  to  join  in  raimng  them.  1 
speak  of  the  salaries  of  the  three  mwt  expen- 
sive misaiona— to  Lcndon,  Vana,  and  St  Peten- 
barg.  It  is  a  anfOieient  confirmation  of  liie 
tinth  of  this  remark,  that  the  ctHnpenaatKm  c£ 
foreign  Mimaters  is  smaller,  by  one-fifth,  than 
it  was  in  the  Bevolntionary  war.  It  was  then 
fixed  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  with  an  allowance  of  expenses.  "We 
are  told,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Flotd,)  that  he  approved  the  Republican  eun- 

f)licity  in  which  a  Franklin  and  a  Livingston 
ived,  at  the  conrt  of  France.  Dr.  Franklin's 
simplicity  was  kept  up,  for  about  ei^t  years 
and  a  half^  at  an  a^regate  expense  of  one  hnn- 
dred  and  twenty-two  tbousand  dollars,  (money 
being  then  twice  as  valuable  as  now,)  ai^ 
Ghanodlor  livuigston,  as  I  am  infonned,  dnxing 
his  abort  residence  at  Paris,  in  addition  to  Ins 
allowance  from  tbeOovemment,  sunk  an  estate 
of  one  hundred  thousand  doUars.  I  repeat  it, 
sir,  that,  but  for  the  extra  allowances,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  our  Ministers,  at  the  courts  I 
have  named,  to  remain  and  support  themaelves ; 
and  the  weight  of  necessary  expenditure  over 
the  utmost  allowance,  has,  to  many  of  them, 
proved  the  cause  of  utter  ruin.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  specify  the  namee  of  the 
living  or  of  the  dead. 

Another  remark,  Mr.  Speaker:  The  allow- 
ances to  the  Preddent,  be  the^  w  nail, 
were  the  acts  of  other  Adnunutratttnu— of  tl» 
Administrations  erf  Heesrs.  Madbon  and  1C<hh 
roe.  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do  In  wrtaMMi- 
ing  the  offic^  fixing  the  compensati<m,  or  seek- 
ing the  employment.  For  a  third  of  a  centuzy 
passed  in  the  public  service,  he  never,  neither 
himself,  nor  his  friends  for  him,  with  hb 
knowledge,  nor  without  his  knowledge,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  solicited  any  office.  The  compen- 
sations and  allowances  to  the  foreign  Ministers 
were  fixed  by  General  Washington,  under  the 
limitations  of  acts  of  Congress,  and  were  p^ 
to  Mr,  Adams,  aa  they  had  been  ftiA  to  lua 
predecessors. 

Farther,  ur,  Mr.  Adams  had  nothing  to  do 
with  aucUUng  his  own  aoconnta,  or  controlKng 
the  eet^iement  of  them ;  altliongh  Uiia  haa  been 
alleged,  out  trf  doors,  and  intimated,  as  I  thinly 
in  this  debate.  The  stani^g  in^motions  to 
our  foreign  Ministers,  require  them,  ooce  a 
quarter,  to  make  np  and  trannnit  an  aoeonat  to 
tiie  Truanry.  Thu  was  done  by  Mr.  Adam; 
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and  in  all  hifl  aoocnmbi  there  wu  but  one  Item 
Thich  the  acoonnting  offieen  of  the  Treasnrj 
dedined  eettling  themselTes.  That  one  item 
•was  referred  to  thb  President,  \tj  Jlr.  Adams, 
trhile  Secretarj  of  State ;  and,  on  leffal  advise- 
ment, ordered  hj  the  President  to  be  settled. 
To  this  I  shall  presently  reonr.  With  this  ex- 
ception, Mr.  Adams  had  no  more  to  do  with 
the  aettlement  of  his  aocotmts  than  7011  had, 
Sir.  Speaker.  He  ooald  bare  no  more  to  do 
vith  it,  if  the  officers  of  tiu  Treaanry  were 
fiuthful  to  their  tmst. 

I  win  add,  sir,  that,  takuig  into  eonatderation 
the  nnmber  of  years  paased  by  Mr.  Adams  in 
the  foreign  service ;  the  nature  of  bis  nipoint- 
xneots ;  tne  variety  and  importance  of  toe  mis- 
fdons  with  which  be  has  been  entmsted,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  no  foreign  Minister  has  re- 
ceived less  tlian  he ;  while  many  have  received 
more.  For  the  four  years  and  eight  months, 
oommenciug  in  1812,  when  the  first  question 
of  hia  accounts  arises,  and  ending  at  his  return, 
be  received,  in  all,  atwut  $7G,0^.  For  a  like 
term,  Mr.  Monroe  received  $82,000 ;  for  one 
year  and  eleven  months,  Mr.  Knckney  received 
941,000. 

To  place  this  matter  in  a  clearer  ll^t,  per- 
ndt  me.  rir,  to  enter  into  some  detidl.  In  Jalyj 
1809,  Mr.  Adams  reoeired  bis  ^ipoiDtmrat  as 
Minister  to  Bnasia,  with  tihe  usuu  salary  and 
outfit,  and  repaired  with  bis  family,  to  St. 
PetersbuTfi :  a  reudence,  I  believe,  as  expen- 
sive as  any  in  the  world.  No  exception,  as  I 
understand,  is  taken  to  any  thing  in  his  accounts, 
till  the  commencement  of  the  misuon  for  the 
negotiation  of  peaoe  tmder  the  mediation  of  tlie 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  mediation  was  of- 
fered in  the  &11  of  1812,  through  the  agency  of 
Mr.  Adams ;  and  I  believe  it  is  not  too  much 
to  sa^,  that  it  was  munly  owing  to  the  &vor- 
ftble  impression  of  the  Amwioau  character  oon- 
oeived  oy  the  Emperor  Aleunder,  during  the 
misritm  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  offer  was  made. 
Tbia  offer  was  accepted  by  Uie  American  Gov- 
ernment, and,  in  April,  181S,  aoommissiou  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  Jointly  with  Messrs.  Gal- 
latin and  Bayard,  to  negotiate  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britun,  under  the  proffered  mediation. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  nnder  Mr.  Madison, 
on  iaforming  him  of  his  appointment,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  gentlemen,  said,  as 
70a  will  all  be  exposed  to  considerable  expense, 
an  outfit  has  been  allowed  to  eadi."  It  may 
bere  be  observed,  that,  in  employing,  as 
one  of  the  three  negotaatora,  the  resident 
Minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  a  saving  of  $9,000 
aeomed  to  the  Government.  The  ootfit  al- 
luded to  was  allowed  and  ptUd,  at  the  time, 
to  Mr.  Adams. 

Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  arrived  at  St 
Petersburg  in  July,  1813.  Tlw  ISmpwot  was 
absent  on  the  eventfbl  oampugn  agunst  the 
Frennh ;  but  the  conferences  of  the  Oommis- 
aionera  were  opened  with  Count  Somaozofi^ 
Ohanoellor  of  the  Empire.  The  expenses  which 
the  outfit  was  int«ided  to  oover,  inoidutt  to 


the  arrival  of  a  new  misrion,  actually  amnned 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  were  incurred  the 
more  freely  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  the  very  reason 
that  he  had  been  allowed  and  paid  an  outfit  for 
that  purpose.  England,  however,  it  is  well 
known,  refused  to  accept  tiie  mediation  of  the 
Emperor,  Mid  the  mission  under  it  closed,  by 
the  departure  of  Messrs.  Bayard  and  Gallatin, 
in  Jaaaary,  1814.  Mr.  Adams  was  then  left 
as  the  resident  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg. 

In  refusing  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation 
of  Russia,  Great  Britain  offered  to  treat  directiy 
with  the  United  States,  at  Qottenburg  or  Lon- 
don, and  this  c&«r  was  acoepted.  Mr.  Adama 
was  appointed  in  joint  oomnusmon  with  Messrs. 
Bayanl,  Olay,  and  Russell,  to  whom  was  after* 
wards  added  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  negotiate  for 
peaoe  at  Gottenburg.  Mr.  A.  received  this 
commisnon  at  8t.  Petersburg,  in  April,  1814^ 
with  the  iuBtnictioDS  to  repair  to  Gottenburg. 
His  commission  as  Minister  to  St.  Petersburg 
still  remained  in  force,  and  he  was  directed  to 
leave  Mr.  L.  Harris,  as  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  L^^ion  during  his  absence.  Of  hia 
family,  he  bad  with  him  at  that  time,  at  Bt. 
Petersburg,  his  wlft^  in  very  ifl  health,  and  a 
flon  under  aevoi  years  of  1^  In  travailing 
from  St.  Petwabnrg  to  Gottenburg,  it  waa 
neeesaarr  to  go  by  water  passage,  upon  the 
Oul&  of  Finland  and  Bothnia,  or  by  crossing 
five  passaj^  from  ten  to  fifty  miles  iu  extend 
over  the  isluids  of  the  latter  of  those  Golfs — 
which  passages,  at  that  season  of  the  year,  by 
the  broking  up  of  the  ioe,  were  rendered  im- 
practicable, and  were,  at  their  first  opaiing^ 
extremely  dangerous. 

There  was  little  expectation,  in  any  quarter, 
that  the  n^otiation  would  be  sncoessfni ;  and 
there  was  every  reason,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Adams,  to  believe,  that,  after  a  short  absence^ 
he  would  be  obliged  to  retnni  to  St.  Patc»> 
burg.  He  tbenfore  left  hia  fiunlly  and  estab- 
lidument  there,  which  ocmtinued  at  nearly  the 
same  expense  as  before.  Taking  passage  by 
water  at  Revel,  in  the  first  vessel  which  smled, 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  and  after  re- 
peated delay,  and  detention,  and  great  risk, 
m»n  the  same  cause,  Mr.  Adams  arrived  at 
Stockholm  on  the  26th  of  May.  He  there 
learned  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
Mesara.  Bayard  and  Gallatin  (who  were  In  Lon- 
don) with  the  British  Government^  by  wbitdi 
the  seat  of  negotiation  had  been  transferred 
from  Gottenburg  to  Ghent,  in  Flandm.  An 
American  sloop  of  war  waa  then  at  Gotten- 
burg, having,  aa  a  cartel,  emveyed  Mesara. 
Clay  and  Russell  to  that  idaoe.  It  was  twdered 
to  the  Texel,  there  to  await  the  Airther  direo- 
ticm  of  the  American  Ministers.  Mr,  Adams 
accordingly  prooeeded  to  Gottenburg,  em- 
barked with  Mr.  Russell  on  board  the  vessel, 
landed  from  her  at  the  Tezel,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded hj  land  to  Gh«it,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  24th  of  June.  Six  months  from  that  daj^ 
on  the  24tii  Decemtw,  1814,  the  Treat;  oi 
Peace  wasaigned. 
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For  this  miasion  to  Gtottenbnrg  and  Gbuit, 
Mr.  A.  never  (oa  has  been  Sieged)  reoeived 
either  salary  or  oatfit.  And  yet  it  was  a  mia- 
rion  different  in  its  looolity  and  the  expense  in- 
cident to  it,  from  that  under  the  mediation. 
The  outfit  for  the  latter  waa  not  intended  to 
cover,  and  could  not  cover,  the  extra  ezpeoBes 
for  tbe  former.  Accordingly,  Hesars,  Oallatin 
tnd  Bayvd,  eaob  of  had  receiTad  an 

outfit  and  the  fixpenae  of  tiieir  oonveyaiioe  to 
St.  Feterabarg,  on  the  miasion  of  mediation, 
were  yet  allowed  all  their  traTelling  expenses 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Ghent.  On  the  aame 
principle,  and  on  the  established  precedents  in 
the  cases  of  Hr.  Thomas  Pinokney,  in  1785,  and 
Kr.  Monroe,  in  1806,  who  were  allowed  all  the 
«xtra  expenses  of  their  mission  to  Spun,  while 
th^  retained  their  commissions  &nd  salaries  as 
rendent  Plenipotentiaries  in  London,  Mr.  A. 
retaining  his  commission  at  8t  Petersburg, 
was  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  Minis- 
ter there,  the  necessary  expenses  incident 
to  the  miauon  extraordinary  to  Gottenbnrg 
and  Ghent  The  reasonabtonew  (tf  the  allow* 
noe  to  th«n  ^as  never  donbted.  In  ISr.  Mon- 
roe's case,  it  received  the  direct  sanction  of 
Oongreas,  not  two  years  ago.  It  could  not  be 
more  questionable  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Those  gentlemen  had  to  provide  for  their  &mi- 
lies  in  their  absence;  Mr.  Adams  waa  com- 
pelled to  leave  his  at  St.  Fetersbnrs,  with  a 
necessary  continuance  of  almost  all  the  ex- 
penses of  bis  establishment.  The  extra  expenses 
incurred  were,  therefore,  fairly  oharoeable 
opon  the  extra  service.  The  period  during 
which  this  service  continued,  indoding  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a  oommereial  oonvoition  with 
ureat  Britain,  was  fifteen  months,  from  April, 
S6,  when  Mr.  A.  left  St  Petersburg,  to  8d 
Jidy.  Bat  the  ohai^  made  by  him,  and  al- 
lowed to  him,  were  confined  to  the  period  from 
hia  departure  from  St  Feterabui^  to  the  time 
when  his  fanuly  joined  him  at  Paris,  about 
eleven  mtrntba. 

Mr.  Adams  had  been  infonned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State|,  at  the  time  he  was  appointed  on 
the  commission,  nnder  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  it  was  the  intention  of 
President  Madiaon  to  nominate  him  as  Minister 
to  Loudon.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Paris, 
and  directed  hii  fudly  to  fain  nim  there,  with 
a  view  to  receiving  the  order  of  the  Premdent 
either  for  Ida  transliar,  or  liia  recall  to  America. 
They  arrived  at  Peria,  March  £0, 1S15.  On  the 
7th  of  May,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  informing  him  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  Minister  to  London.  This  was  m  the 
midst  of  the  period  in  France  which  has  l)een 
colled  the  Hundred  Days;  between  the  arrival 
of  Napoleon  from  Elba  and  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo. The  ordinary  communications  between 
France  and  England  were  interrupted ;  and  the 
passage  of  Mr.  A.  and  his  family  to  tiie  lattw 
country  was  attended  with  diffioolty  and  delay. 
He  arrived  in  London  on  the  ICtii  of  May,  181ff, 


[AnauiT.iaa 

and  the  next  day  reoeived  his  eonuniMon  laL 
credential  letters  to  England,  and  letter  of  n- 
call  from  Ruaaia. 

According  to  the  mle  oAffpUA,  as  esriy  u  tie 
Adminiatration  of  General  Washington,  Mr.  A. 
would  have  been  authorized  to  con^der  lu 
mission  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Boi- 
sian  Government  as  termmating  w  the  dftrn 
which  he  reecdved  his  letter  of  reolL  B« 
might,  also,  on  Ute  same  rale,  bare  dinpd 
his  extra  expenses  to  the  atioonnt  (tf  tbe 
oommiadon  for  negotiating  t&e  OMnmenial  t» 
vention  with  Great  ftitain.  He,  bowenr, 
considered  his  mission  to  St  Petenbo^  h 
terminating  when  the  expenses  inodnit  to  it 
terminated,  viz:  the  arrival  of  hia  bmDjrt 
Paris,  and  regarded  the  special  nusaioB  tiirm- 
gotiating  a  commercial  convention  as  merpd 
in  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Englud, 
for  which  he  received  a  full  ont£t  Accorfinf- 
ly,  from  the  30th  of  March,  1816,  be  made  w 
charge,  and  received  no  alknranees,  foe  ibe  a- 
penses  of  a  special  miarion.  His  oo]]«agM 
received,  for  their  part,  in  tbe  nrnee  of  nep^ 
tiating  tiie  oommereial  convention  of  Jvij  i 
1815,  each  a  half  outfit  Mr.  A.  has  reeeinl 
no  corre^nding  allowance. 

In  this  way,  tiio  time  for  which  Ifr.  Aim 
was  allowed  tlie  necessary  expenses  of  tlw  Ep» 
oial  miasion  to  Gottenbnrg  and  Ghent,  k  r^ 
duced  to  t>etween  ten  and  eleven  montlc- 
about  the  same  epaoe  of  time  which  was  ocn- 
pied  by  tbe  ^>eoial  miasion  to  Spain  of  Mr.  T.  | 
Knckney,  in  1796.  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  IKt-X 
The  allowance  to  those  gentiemen  for  tb«rei' 
penses  waa,  to  Mr.  Fin(dmey  about  nine  dioB- 
sand  dollars,  and  to  ib.  Monroe  npwirdirf 
eleven  tiioosand  dollars.  Tbe  wbm  aooBri 
of  ezpoues  allowed  to  Mr.  Adama  wbs$M^ 
—less  than  was  ever  claimed  or  allowed  ia  a} 
parallel  ease,  ainoe  tiie  fmrndalion  the  Go^ 
emment. 

Sir,  there  were  otiier  topics  on  which  I 
meant  to  have  touched,  but  I  have  exhaoittd 
the  littie  strength  which  I  brou^t  into  tbi 
House.   In  the  part  I  have  taken  in  thedifcn- 
sion,  I  have  acted  on  the  defensive.   I  on 
that  I  have  been  a  little  surprised,  that  it  tm 
even  been  made  a  question,  whether  the  Ad- 
ministration was  assailed  or  not    Why,  A> 
there  has  not  been  a  day,  nor  an  hour,  noM  tt 
was  fitrmed,  that  it  haa  not  been  asnuled.  I» 
not  now  ocnnplain     tUs—I  do  bat  atatetbr 
ISiot;  and  the  gentleman  tram  Pams^Inmi 
I  tells  ns  now,  what  we  wn«  told  two  years  «ga 
by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  thit 
the  very  existence  of  the  Administratioii  vui 
political  felony ;  that  they  have  burst  nnli^ 
fully  into  the  offices  of  State,  and  thit  » 
would  no  more  make  terms  with  them,  tbit 
no  more  "judge  them  by  their  acts,"  than  villi 
I  the  robber,  who,  having  broken  into  his  prw- 
i  ises,  should  promise  to  behave  himsdf 
{  One  genUeman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Mmn>^ 
}  Bays  they  are  already  too  much  won  cot  to  w 
I  attacked ;  and  the  gentkmaa  from  TmnMC^ 
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(Ur,  Bku^)  that  they  are  run  dovu ;  and  yet 
ve  are  accused  of  kindlhig  at  fancied  charges, 
and  bristling  ap  in  the  defraoe,  when  nobod;  Qas 
attacked  us. 

Sir,  such  an  assault,  in  mj  limited  acquaint- 
ance with  the  history  of  the  country,  I  have 
nowhere  found.  A  Chief  Magistrate,  of  more 
than  ordinary  Bimplicity  of  lire,  and  purity  of  | 
oharaeter,  is  denounced  at  one  moment  as  the 
imUatoT  of  oriental  pomp ;  and  at  the  next,  as 
the  iHwfiigate  corruptor  of  the  yonth  of 'the 
nation.  As  able,  faithful,  and  patriotic  a  Cab- 
inet as  any  ever  formed  snce  the  first  Adminis- 
tration of  Washington,  and  abler  than  almost 
every  other  which  has  followed,  is  denouaoed 
as  weak,  inefficient,  and  corrupt.  An  Admin- 
istratioo,  which,  in  three  years,  has  applied 
thirty-three  millions  to  the  payment  of  the 
pnbU'o  debt,  and  expended  ten  or  twelve  more 
ID  objects  of  public  utility,  is  proclaimed  to  be 
profuse  and  extravagant.  An  Administration 
which  oame  into  power  avowedly  on  the  prin- 
^ple  of  seeking  out  the  best  talents  of  the  na- 
tion, for  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  and  which, 
if  it  has  erred,  has  nred  in  neglecting  its 
friends,  is  charged  with  proscribing  and  perse- 
cating  its  opponents.  And,  after  all  this  has 
been  repeated,  year  after  year,  till,  in  its  effect, 
gentlemen  flatter  themselves,  and  tell  us  that 
we  are  wasted,  worn  out,  and  run  down ;  and 
after  each  and  every  one  of  these  topics,  and 
namerons  others,  have  been  touched,  in  this 
very  debate,  we  are  then  told  to  keep  very  cool 
— nobody  has  attacked  us. 

Bat  I  am  willing,  for  one,  dr,  to  take  these 
declarations  of  gentlemen  as  the  indication  of 
tiie  course  whieh  tiiey  approve,  and  are  willing 
to  porsne.  It  is  time,  for  the  honw  of  tlw 
country,  that  the  war  of  extermination  should 
cease.  In  laying  waste  the  characters  of  those 
who,  under  uie  constitution  of  the  country,  are 
dotiied  with  the  administration  of  its  wurs, 
we  we  wasting  that  which  is  a  part  of  the 
most  valuable  treasure  of  the  nation.  Above 
all,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  is  time  the  vehe- 
mence with  which,  within  these  waUs,  the  war 
has  been  waged  against  the  Adnunistration, 
should  cease.  In  addition  to  its  necessary  and 
Unavoidable  evils,  the  waste  of  time — the  sac- 
rifice of  dignity — ^the  kindling  of  the  worst 
passions;  ttls  accompwued  wiua  the  still  great- 
er evil,  that  it  lends  a  kind  ot  sanction  to  that 
ferocity  of  the  press,  which  has  already  reached 
the  pout  at  viadk  many  of  the  most  valuable 
citizens  of  the  community  shrink  back  into  re- 
tirement, before  the  storm  of  obloquy  that 
awaits  every  one  who  appears  before  the  pub- 
lic. Ilefore  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  must  ask  leave  to 
say,  that  if  every  member  had  spoken  in  the 
tone  of  the  gentieraan  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  I  should  probably  not  have  troabled  the 
House.  To  almost  every  remark  that  fell  from 
him,  I  yielded  a  hearty  asnent.  I  feel,  not  less 
strongly  than  he,  though  I  may  be  unable  to 
express  it  with  that  manly  force  which  en- 
cbuoed  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  this 


warfare  is  mali  exempU,  without  our  even  be" 
ing  able  to  plead,  in  excuse,  that  the  bad  exam- 
ple sprang  from  a  good  one.  The  gentleman, 
with  a  liberality  which  I  could  not  but  admire, 
however  littie  I  might  be  willing  to  sanction 
the  consciousness  of  political  strength  with 
whidi  he  spoke,  told  us  that  the  joy  of  the 
huntsmuL  is  in  the  cha8&  and  that  when  the 
game  is  run  down,  he  calls  off  the  pack,  and 
wiU  not  let  them  mangle  the  carcass.  Hie 
gentieman  ouinot  expect  me  to  agree  with  him 
tiiat  the  game  is  run  down,  hut  ne  will  agree 
with  me,  tibat,  of  the  pack  which  sprang  at  the 
throats  of  tUs  Administration,  there  were  some^ 
whose  fangs  were  already  fleshed  in  other 
game.  And  is  the  law  of  the  chase  altered  1 
WiU  not  what  has  been,  again  be!  Believe 
me,  air,  it  will ;  the  fate  of  Aotsaon  is  no  fable 
here :  and  scarcely  will  the  gentleman's  gallant 
huntsman — (unless  some  rare  felicity  of  fortune 
shall  elevate  him  above  the  lot  of  his  predeces- 
sors,) scarcely  will  he  have  wound  his  horn  in 
triumph,  when  he  will  find,  to  bis  amazement, 
that  he  is  the  game,  and  some  of  those  who 
have  shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  chase  will 
turn  and  spring  upon  him. 

lite  f\igit  per  qon  ftierst  Iocs  anpe  seoutus. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  will  pardon  my  allusion, 
as  I,  most  cheerfully,  accepted  his.  I  make  it 
not  insidiously,  nor  with  the  slightest  shade  of 
personality ;  but  in  some  measure  in  conudera- 
tion  of  the  well-known  composition  of  the  two 
great  parties,  and  stUl  more  on  the  immotable 
principles  of  our  nature,  by  which  it  follow^ 
of  stem  necessity,  that 

 in  these  eases. 

We  stiU  have  jndgmeut  here,  that  we  but  teach 
Bloody  instructions,  which,  being  tuagbt,  return 
To  pl^ue  the  inventor :  Ttiis  even-huided  justice 
Commends  the  ingredients  of  our  poisoned  chalice 
To  our  own  lips. 
Mr.  Randolph  then  rose,  and  said :  I  cannot 
make  the  promise  which  the  gentieman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  made  at  the  outset  of 
his  address — but  I  will  make  a  promise  of  a 
different  nature,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  it  wiU 
be  in  my  power  to  perform — I  shall  not  say 
with  more  good  faith  than  the  gentieman  Arom 
Massaohnsetts — ^bnt  more  to  the  letter — aye, 
sir,  and  more  to  the  spirit  too.  I  shall  not,  as 
the  gentieman  sud  be  would  do^  act  in  mere 
self-defence.  I  shall  cany  the  war  into  Africa. 
I  shall  not  be  content  with  merely  parrying— 
no,  sir — if  I  can,  so  help  me  God,  I  will  thrust 
also — because  my  right  arm  is  nerved  by  the 
cause  of  the  people  and  of  my  country.  I  lis- 
tened  to  the  gentleman  with  pleasure — mean 
to  the  general  course  of  his  remarks.  Hot  for 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  alluuon  to  newspaper  publi- 
cations,* I  should  have  begun  in  at  least  as  low 
a  key  and  as  temperate  a  mood  as  he  did.  To 
that  key  I  will  now  pitch  my  voice.  I  have 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  several  days. 
1  n^uested  my  colleague  (Mr.  Alexasbicb)  to 
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state  the  cause  of  that  absence,  which  he  did. 
Yet  even  this  could  not  bo  reported  correctly. 
Afi  this  may  be  the  last  act  of  public  duty 
which  I  aboil  be  able  to  perform — at  least,  dur- 
ing the  present  session — and  as  I  have  given 
.up  myself  a  sacrifice  to  its  performance,  I  re- 
spectfully ask  the  House  to  give  their  attention 
to  what  I  have  now  to  say.  I  anderstaad  that, 
dnring  my  absence,  I  have  been  replied  to  by 
varioDS  gentlemen,  (some  of  whom  I  have  not 
the  honor  to  know  by  person,)  on  different 
sides  of  the  House,  in  a  manner  which  I  do  not 
doubt  was  perfectly  satisfactory — at  least,  to 
the  speakers  themselves.  I  certainly  do  not 
wish  to  disturb  their  self-complacency,  de  mini- 
mts  turn  curat,  whether  of  persons  or  of  things. 
The  gentleman  irom  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance,)  with 
that  blnnt  plainness  and  candor  which,  I  am 
told,  belongs  to  him,  and  which  I  admire  in 

Sroportion  as  they  are  rare  qualities  in  these 
ays — I  like  him  the  better  fbr  his  surly  hon- 
esty— I  hope  he  will  take  no  offence  at  the  term, 
fbr  I  can  assure  bim  that  none  is  intended — 
charged  me,  in  my  absence,  (so  my  friends  have 
informed  me,)  with  what  I  believe  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  have  chained  to  my  face,  and  to 
which  I  have  no  ol^jection, 'except  to  the  au- 
thority on  which  he  relied  ;  but  I  protest 
againfft  any  gentleman's  producing,  as  proof  of 
what  I  have,  at  any  time,  said,  a  newspaper,  or 
any  thing  purporting  to  be  a  Register  of  De- 
hates,  unless  I  endorse  it,  and  more  particalar- 
ly  remarks  drawn  from  the  debates  of  another 
body,  which,  in  regard  to  me,  are  particularly 
nnfaitbfal.  I  ^tdl  show  to  the  House,  not 
such  matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetts  stirred,  to  the  ujory  of  every  moral  sense, 
of  every  moral  b^ng.  I  shall  rwer  to  a  mat- 
ter of  recent  notoriety :  that  will  test  the  cor- 
rectness of  these  reports.  In  the  debate  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Hauiltoit,)  respecting  a  picture  of 
the  battle  of  Kew  Orleans,  I  did  state,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  I  could  articulate,  that  I  had  seen  a 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Andre, 
the  British  Spy,  in  Westminster  Abbey ;  that 
it  was  mutilated — the  bead  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  arm  (I  think)  of  Andre,  having 
been  broken  off.  The  General's,  most  proba- 
bly, by  some  Tory'  boy  from  the  neighboring 
school  of  Westminster,  and  that  of  Andre, 
probably,  by  some  Whig  boy,  in  retaliation. 
The  name  of  Hamilton  did  not  escape  my  lips. 
I  thought,  indeed,  of  Hamilton,  but  it  was  of  a 
living  Hamilton— the  gentleman  fnnn  SoutAi 
Carolina — but,  Uien,  parliamentary  nsoge  does 
not  permit  as  to  speak  of  one  another  by  name. 
Now,  sir,  I  can  show  you,  on  the  same  author- 
ity which  was  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio — though  I  acknowledge  l^at  the  reports 
of  that  paper,  so  for,  at  least,  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, have  generally  been  more  accurate  this 
year,  than  I  have  for  a  long  time  known  them 
to  be  before — ^that  I  am  represented  as  saying, 
tliat  the  monuments  in  Westminster  Abboy 
were  mutilated  in  the  same  manner  as  the 


tombs  of  Hamilton  and  Washington  hsd  bea 
mutilated  here.  The  word  tomb  never  mtfd 
my  lips  on  that  occasion.  Sir,  this  vontd  kre 
been  a  palpable  falsehood.  Where  ie  the  tcmb 
of  Washington  t  There  is  no  such  thing  ia 
this  country,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  s  tunb 
has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  HsmilUiii; 
but  I  suppose  that  the  next  thing  we  sIiaU  bat 
will  be,  that  the  Quarterly,  or  aome  otha  Re- 
view, comes  out,  and  olwerves  with  a  ma, 
that,  as  Roger  Sherman  aaid  the  vote  tbs  tba 
monument,  so  a  gentleman  ftora  Yirgima  bid, 
by  a  speech  in  Congress,  bnilt  up  a  tomli  for 
Washington— a  "  constmctive  "  tomb,  that  ei- 
isted  nowhere  but  in  his  eccentric  imsginatkML 
Sir,  the  tombs  of  Washington  and  of  mmihoo 
might  stand  anywhere  in  this  country  dikb- 
closed — they  might  indeed  be  liable  to  iujnrj 
from  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  from  some  in- 
vidious foreigner,  but  the  hand  of  no  Americm 
would  ever  mutilate  them.  Sir,  in  the  coiir» 
of  another  debate,  it  seems  that  I  rendered  to  t 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Stosk)  H* 
homage  which  his  abilities  deaerved— end  God 
forbid  that  the  time  should  ev^  arrive  vbtnl 
refuse  to  do  Justice  to  an  advenary— vha  1 
shall  disparage  any  merit,  because  it  b  fimud 
in  the  person  of  an  opponent  When  tliil 
time  shall  arrive,  may  I  never  receive  merrr 
from  that  fountain  of  it  to  which  alone  vt  li 
must  look,  if  we  hope  for  forgiveness  Lereafttf. 
I  said  that  I  would  not,  like  him,  prononntti 
palinodia,  neither  am  I  now  going  to  proDOimct  i 
palinodia  in  respect  to  the  gentleman  from  Ne* 
York.  I  shall  not  take  back  one  jot  of  pra<e 
bestowed  upon  him.  With  whatever  riev:  be 
introduced  it,  the  doctrine  has  always  bea 
mine — ^the  strict  subordination  of  the  miliui; 
to  the  dvil  authority — scripture  ia  scripton, 
by  whom,  or  for  whatever  purpose  it  mj  la 
quoted.  I  know  nothing  of  the  private  hibit! 
of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Stobbsi,)  bnt  I  bo* 
that  he  has  too  much  good  taste  not  to  tgnt 
with  me,  that  time  may  be  much  better  ^ 
than  in  reading  the  Documents  piled  np  bert 
Yet,  in  the  report  of  that  debate,  I  was  roprt- 
sented  as  saying,  that,  like  the  gentlemao  fnn 
New  York,  I  did  not — what  1  pronounce  i 
palinodia  ?  No,  sir,  not  at  all— but,  that,  like 
him,  I  did  not  read*the  Documents.  Sir,  no- 
body reads  the  Documents,  for  this  plsin  ^ 
son,  that  no  man  can  read  them— tnd  if  be 
could,  he  could  hardly  be  worse  anplofc^ 
Sir,  with  a  f^w  exceptions,  the  Docnmeatf  m 
printed  that  they  may  be  printed,  not  tlut 
they  may  be  read. 

And  now,  sir,  comes  another  charge  abort 
the  miserable  oppressed  inhabitants  of  Ireland. 
This  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  me,  no 
gentleman  on  the  other  side,  except  a  nicmt^ 
from  Maryland — from  the  eastern  show  w 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Kebe,)  who  is,  not  only  bj 
courtesy  of  this  House,  but  is  in  fact,  a  gentle 
'  man.    He,  in  Committee  on  the  Rnies 
Orders  of  the  House,  expressed  to  n»  bie 
I  tonishment  that  what  I  said  on  that  omsskii 


Sail  nrlmml. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATES  OF  CONaREBS. 


717 


FnnuBr,  1828.] 

ooald  have  been  so  mooh  misunderstood  and 
miBrepmented — diat  he  heard  me  moat  dis- 
tinctly. I  nor  call  on  any  member  who  on- 
derstood  me  differently,  at  the  time,  to  rise  in 
his  place  and  aay  so.  [Here  Mr.  B.  paused  for 
reply.  Kone  being  given,  and  some  friends 
having  said  across  the  seats,  that  no  member 
could  or  would  say,  that  he  had  understood 
Mr.  B.  as  he  had  been  misrepresented,  Mr.  R. 
went  on,]  "Without  meaning  to  plead  to — ^that 
is,  without  meaning  to  admit,  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  press,  in  the  extent  which  it  arrogates 
to  itself,  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  no  man  is 
above  public  opinion.  God  forbid  that  any 
man  In  this  country  shall  ever  be  able  to  brave 
it — and  I  regret  that  any  one  should  have  sop- 

Sosed  me  capable  of  uttering  such  sentiments. 
0  far  from  it,  I  have  been  the  steady,  Arm, 
constant,  and  strenuous  advocate,  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  ability,  of  the  oppresuied  people  of 
Ireland.  And  why  f  For  the  reason  I  stated 
on  a  former  occasion.  They  fought  onr  bat- 
tles, sir.  I  have  known  and  esteemed  many  of 
them.  Some  of  them  have  been — they  are 
dead ;  and  others  are  living,  among  my  warmest 
friends  and  best  neighbors.  In  iho  course  of  a 
not  uneventful  life,  I  have  seen  many  things,  but 
I  have  yettoseetnat  foraaetfiAftfrru — I  have 
Been  a  black  swan — an  Irish  Tory.  I  have 
knovn  tories  of  every  description.  Yea,  sir, 
and  some  even  In  Yirginia^-even  we  had  a  few 
of  them  during  the  revolution,  bnt  too  few  to 
^ve  us  any  trouble  or  alarm — ^bnt  I  never  have 
yet  seen  an  Irish  Tory,  or  the  man  who  had 
Been  one.  Sir,  I  don't  read  the  newspapers — I 
don't  read  gentlemen's  speeches,  and  then  come 
here  to  answer  them.  But  I  am  extremely 
pleased,  nay,  flattered,  in  the  highest  degree,  at 
being  told  by  my  friends,  that  the  gentleman 
&om  Ohio  attributed,  in  bis  speech,  so  much  to 
my  efforts  in  bringing  the  Administration  to  its 
present  lank  and  lean  condition.  The  gentle- 
man conld  not  have  ideued  me  better— I  only 
fear  that,  with  all  his  bbintnees  and  frankness, 
th.B  gentleman  was  not  qnite  mnoer^  and  was 
only  adonung  me  witii  fillets  and  garluda^  like 
the  priests  of  the  sacrifice  of  yore,  previous  to 
knocking  me,  and  with  me,  the  party  whom  he 
■trives  to  wound,  tbroo^  my  rides,  on  the 
head.  He  was  pleased  to  place  me  at  the  head, 
of  what  has  been  denominated  the  Oppmition 
party  in  this  House ;  bnt  at  ite  head,  or  that  of 
any  other  party  in  this  Hoose,  he  will  never 
find  me,  for  reasons  which  I  could  state,  but 
"which  are  wholly  annecessary.  Times  are  in- 
deed changed  with  the  gentlranan  and  his 
friends,  when  they  hold  this  language  concern- 
ing me.  Bnt  a  Uttle  while  ago,  and  the  friends 
c£  the  Adndnistration,  nay,  the  members  of 
the  Administration,  affected  to  c<mddw  me  as 
one  of  th«r  firmest  proin.  They  oould  not, 
Uideed,  vote  for  me — they  wore  men  too  nice 
in  their  principle  for  that :  but,  conndering  the 
great  braieflt  which  they  derived  from  my  op- 
position, they  oould  not  (except  for  the  honor 
of  the  country)  regret  my  re-election.  Amift* 


Jertxwdnwf.  [E.  w  R. 

ble  and  excellent  men  I  But  they  now  sing  to 
a  very  diffment  gamut.  If  any  gentieDUtn  will 
bring  against  me  any  allegation,  from  a  clean 
and  re^ieotable  source,  I  will  do  one  of  two 
things — will  either  draiy  it  or  admit  it,  and 
defend  it  upon  my  views  and  principles.  Sir, 
it  seems  I  committed  a  great  offence  in  not  vot* 
iog  for  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into 
the  Union,  and  especially  <^  Ohio.  Yet,  sir,  if 
the  thing  were  to  do  over  ag^,  I  should  act 
precisely  in  the  aune  manner,  and  past  experi- 
ence would  teach  me  I  was  right.  What  were 
the  new  States?  Vast  deserte  of  woods,  in- 
habited by  the  aborigines,  to  whom,  if  we 
come  to  the  question  <»  right,  th^y  did  of  rif^t 
belong ;  and  it  was  a  question  whether  sound 
policy  would  dictate  that  we  ought,  by  crea- 
ting these  States,  to  encourage  spwse  settle- 
ments,  and  thereby  to  weakw  our  frontier.  X 
thought  this  was  bad  policy.  Not  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  very  dense  population.  I  am  against 
the  rabble  of  your  great  cities,  bnt  I  am  equal- 
ly opposed  to  having  a  land  without  inhab- 
itants. But,  rir,  I  had  other  reasons — gratiora 
man«ni— Does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  with 
all  his  laudable  prejudice  and  partiality  towards 
his  own  State,  think  that  I,  as  a  Virginian,  feel- 
ing at  least  equal  prtijudice  and  partiality  to 
my  native  land  wiui  that  which  he  feels  for 
his  State,  would  lend  my  sanction  to  an  act  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  which  be^ars  every  in- 
stance of  fatuity  and  folly  extant  in  the  hwtorj 
of  nations  ?  Why,  sir,  the  knight  of  La  Man- 
cha  himself,  or  poor  old  Lear  in  the  play,  never 
was  guilty  of  a  grosser  act  of  fatuity  than  was 
the  State  of  Virginia,  when  she  committed  that 
suicidal  deed— the  surrendering  of  her  immense 
territory  beyond  the  River  Ohio,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  of  excluding  her  own  citizens 
from  its  benefit,  when  the  country  (yielded  for 
the  common  good  of  the  Confederacy)  should 
come  to  be  settled.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  an  act  of 
suicide— of  politioiil  auidde— the  effects  of 
whidi  she  has  fait,  and  wiU  eontiinie  to  fad,  so 
long  as  i^e  haa  any  political  e^stence  at  alL 
Sir,  this  was  one  of  those  amiable  and  philan- 
thropic acta  oi  lefj^alation,  which,  however 
good  in  point  of  intention,  lead  to  the  most 
disastrous  and  ruinous  consequences.  Can  the 
gentieman  from  Ohio  conceive  that  I,  a  Vir- 
ginian, could  further  this  cut-throat  policy! 
Sir,  I  thought  the  Ohio  a  well-defined  natural 
boundary,  and  that  we  oui^t  not  to  weaken  by 
extending  our  frontier.  The  late  war  verified 
my  foresight.  Whom  have  I  ii^nredt  The 
native  savages  and  the  trees,  or  the  Stetes  that 
have  been  dr^ed  of  their  population  to  fill 
out  Ohio  t  I  offered  no  wrong  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio :  WT  there  were  then  none  to  in- 
jure. Th^  hare  gone  there,  or  haie  been 
bom  since.  this  was  the  "  head  uid  Amnt 
oi  my  offiending,**  and,  if  the  gentieman  has 
his  apparatus  ready,  I  am  prepi^ed  to  undergo 
any  form  of  ezecntioD  which  his  humanity  will 
allow  him  to  inflio^  or  which  even  Ids  Juetiee 
mi^  award. 
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gentleman  from  IfaBsaohueetts  oaonot 
espeot  that  I  shall  follow  him  through  his  elab- 
orate detiUl  of  the  diplomatto  expeoBes  of  this 
Goverament  The  House,  however,  will  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  that  there  was  a  hiatas— 
valdg  deflendtia,  I  do  not  donbt.,  bnt  certatDly 
not  deeply  lamented  by  me — a  hiatus  which 
embracee  the  whole  period  of  the  Administra- 
tion of  itr,  JefiersoD.  I  am  not  soing  into  the 
question  of  these  expenses ;  I  wilt  stit  no  such 
matter.  Demands  which  have  dogged  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  so  long  and  so  persever- 
ingly  as  that  they  have  been  at  length  allowed, 
aome  from  motives  of  policy,  others  to  get  rid 
of  importunate  and  sturdy  be^ars — aluiongh 
they  were  disallowed  under  Ur,  JeffarBcm's 
Administration.  But,  sir,  if  every  claim  that 
nts  throDgh  this  House,  or  is  allowed  by  this 
Government,  ^ter  years  of  importunily,  (some 
of  them  of  thirty  years'  standing,)  is  for  that 
reason  considered  by  tlie  gentleman  as  a  just 
cimm,  and  fit  to  be  drawn  into  precedent,  my 
notions  of  justice,  and  of  sound  precedent,  dif- 
fer greatly  from  his.  I,  too,  sir,  am  as  much 
opposed  as  he  can  be  to  what  is  truly  called 
the  prodigality  of  parsimony.  The  gentleman 
thinks  the  salaries  of  oor  foreign  Ministers  are 
too  low,  and  therefive,  that  they  must  be  eked 
ont  by  these  allowBnoes  from  the  contingent 
fhnd— out  of.  what  is  called  the  secret  service 
money.  The  gentleman  is  right  as  to  the  ez- 
iatence  of  such  a  fund.  It  was  appointed,  and 
perhaps  propa-ly,  for  Washington  was  to  be 
the  first  who  was  charged  with  its  dlsbmrse- 
ment.  But,  sir,  onr  early  Presidents  always 
made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  return  this  fund 
nntonched.  They  said  to  the  nation,  Yon 
trusted  me  with  your  purse,  I  have  had  no  oc- 
casion to  use  it,  here  it  is ;  count  the  money ; 
there  is  as  much  by  tale  and  as  mndi  by 
weight,  as  I  received  txom  yon— ^nt  was  it 
ever  dreamt,  that  such  a  fund  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States,  to  flimish  him  with  the  means  of  re- 
warding his  favorites f  Ko,  sir;  it  was  to  pay 
those  writers  and  chambermaids,  and  eves- 
.droppers,  and  parasites,  and  panders,  that  the 
gentleman  told  us  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water — and  there  it  might  be  dl  very  right 
and  proper — ^but  not  here,  sir,  because  we  flat- 
ter ourselves,  that  the  state  of  morals  in  this 
oonntry  is  such  as  to  save  us  from  any  such  ne- 
cessity. Ko  gentleman  would  understand  him 
as  speaking  of  the  srnns  which  had  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  different  Presidents,  to  a  vast 
amount,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  &o. ;  bnt  m  that  amount 
set  apart,  and  generally  known,  as  secret  ser- 
vice money,  lir.  Jefferson  need  a  small  por- 
tion of  this  fund  one  year,  to  pay  some  expense 
in  relation  to  Burr's  conspiracy,  which  was 
not  allowed  at  the  Treasury.  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  old  billiard  table,  which  is  said  to  have 
cost  some  fifty  dollars,  it  is  a  sut^ect  I  should 
never  have  mentioned.  I  consider  that  game 
•8  a  healttiy,  manly,  rational  mode  of  ezwoiae^ 


when  the  weathw  is  socb  as  to  oonftM  v 

within  doors.  I  shall  certainly  never  join  is 
any  cant  or  clamor  against  it.  I  look  upon  it 
as  a  suitable  piece  of  furniture  in  the  hcmse  flf 
any  gentlemafi  who  can  afford  iL  where  it  is 
allowed  by  law,  as  it  is  here  and  throngbont 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  I  should  be  sorry 
if  we  were  to  proscribe  that  manly  and  inno- 
cent amosemenL  If  I  have  any  objection  to 
that  item,  it  is  that  such  a  pitiful  article  should 
have  been  bought.  I  would  have  given  him 
one  that  cost  five  hundred  dollars,  and  I  would 
have  voted  the  appropriatiiHi  with  cheerfid* 
ness.  Ify  objection  to  such  a  charge,  is.  that 
it  is  a  shabby  affair,  and  looks  too  mnch  like  a 
Hieaking  attempt  to  pro^tiatei,  by  the  cihov- 
nesB  of  the  thing,  popular  displeasure.  Ins 
attempt  to  keep  the  thing  out  of  sight,  only 
makes  the  matter  still  worse.  I  do  not  charge 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  wi^  any 
such  intention,  but  this  seems  to  me  to  be  too 
small  a  matter.  I  would  strike  at  higher  game. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  saya  that 
Franklin  received  a  higher  compensation  than 
Mr.  Adams  and  other  Ministers  of  these  tunes. 
He  did,  sir ;  and  what  was  the  answer  wfakh 
that  direwd  and  sendble  man  gave  (for  Pocr 
Richard  had  always  an  eye  to  the  main  chmee) 
when  his  aooonnta  were  sontinised  into^  nd 
his  receipts  were  deemed  exorbitant  T  It  was 
this,  sir :  Thou  ahalt  not  muzde  the  ox  that 
treadel^  oat  the  corn.  The  very  answer,  sir, 
that  I  myself  gave  hi  Morrison's  Hot^  in  Dub- 
lin, to  a  squireen  and  an  agent  For  a  descrip- 
tion of  these  varieties  of  the  plagues  of  Ire- 
land, see  Mira  Edgeworth — delightfiid,  ingenioas, 
charming,  sensible,  witty,  inimitable,  thoagk 
not  untmitated,  Miss  Edgeworth.  When  de- 
scribing the  misery  of  the  south  and  west  of 
Ireland,  that  I  had  lately  travelled  ovte,  I  was 
asked.  And  what  would  yon  do,  prav,  sir,  fior 
the  relief  of  Ireland  I  with  an  air  that  none 
bnt  Miss  Edgeworth  can  describe,  and  that  m 
one  that  has  nut  been  in  Irdand  can  ocmonvc^ 
My  reply  was,  X  would  unmuzzle  the  ox  that 
treadeth  ont  the  corn ;  and  I  had  like  to  have 
got  myself  into  a  sod  scrape  by  it,  as  any  one 
who  has  been  in  Ireland  will  readily  nnder- 
stand.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  disposed  to  give  to  the 
houseless,  nak^  shivering,  half-etarved  Iriab 
laborer,  something  like  a  fair  portitm  of  the 
product  of  his  toil,  of  the  produce  of  the  land 
on  which  he  breathes,  bat  does  not  live,  to  pat 
victuals  into  bis  stomach,  dothee  npon  his 
bock,  and  something  like  a  house  over  his  head, 
instead  of  the  wretdied  pig-sty,  that  is  now  his 
only  haUtation — shelter  it  is  none;  and  this 
was  just  the  last  remedy  that  an  Irish  agent  or 
midue  man^  or  ^the-proctor,  or  absentee^ 
wotdd  prescribe  or  submit  to. 

But,  ur,  to  return.  "  These  salaries  are  too 
small,"  I  cannot  agree  with  the  genUeman. 
There  is  one  touchstone  of  such  a  question — it 
is  the  avidity  with  which  those  situatioDS  are 
sought— I  will  not  say  by  members  erf  this 
Honse— we  are  hardly  deemed  of  nifikneBt 
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rank  to  fiU  tbem.  Sir,  so  long  as  these  foreign 
missions  are  sought  with  avidity — so  long  as 
members  of  Congress,  and  not  of  this  Boose 
only,  or  chiefly,  will  bow,  and  cringe,  and 
dude,  and  fawn,  and  get  out  of  the  way  at  a 
pinching  rote,  or  lend  a  helping  hand  at  a 
pinching  Tote,  to  obtain  these  places,  I  never 
will  consent  to  enlarge  the  salsfy  attached  to 
them.  Small  as  the  gentleman  tells  ns  these 
oalaries  are,  I  will  take  it  on  me  to  say,  that 
they  are  three  times  as  great  as  the  net  pro- 
oeeda  of  his  estate  made  by  any  planter  on  the 
Boanoke.  Bat,  theOf  we  are  told  that  they 
live  at  St.  P6ter8lnlI^g  and  London,  and  that 
living  there  is  very  openaive.  WeU,  sir,  who 
sent  them  there?  Vmo  pressed  them  to  go 
there !  Were  they  impressed,  sir  ?  Were  they 
taken  by  a  press  gang,  on  Tower  Hill,  knocked 
down,  hanocoffed,  chocked  on  board  of  a  ten- 
der, and  told  tiiat  they  most  take  the  pay  and 
rations  which  his  Uigesty  was  pleased  to  allow  f 
Ko  Booh  thing,  sir.  I  will  now  qoit  this  snb- 
Jeot,  and  say  only  this,  that  our  Minister  (Ur. 
Adams)  was  paid  for  a  constmotive  jooiney — 
that,  I  think,  is  the  phrase — ^whieh  means  nei- 
ther mwe  nor  less  than  a  Journey  whioh  was 
aerer  performed. 
FHere  Ur.  Everbtt  made  a  gesture  of  dissent.] 
The  gentleman  shakes  his  head.  Sir,  we 
shall  see  more  of  this  hereafter,  bnt  I  will  rea- 
son only  hypothetioally.  If  tlM  gentleman  in 
question,  while  he  remained  at  St  Peters- 
bni^,  could  make  the  Joomey  impated  to  him, 
it  beats  the  famoos  joomey  from  Mexico  to 
Taoubaya,  as  far  as  some  distance,  however 
email,  exceeds  no  distance  whatever.  Sir,  if  a 
gentleman  from  Washington  goes  to  George- 
town^  or  to  Alexandria,  yes,  sir,  or  to  Bladens- 
bnrg,  I  will  acknowledge  that  he  performs,  at 
least  in  some  aense,  a  sort  of  journey.  Bnt  not 
If  he  remahu  In  uiis  city,  and  never  atira  out 
o£  it  HoweTOT,  I  wm  not  now  press  this 
matter  fiirther — otliers  will  do  more  jnstioe  to 
ib~-de  miitimia  non  curat, 

FaqIo  majora  canamas. 

There  was  one  remark,  which  I  took  down 
vhile  the  gentleman  was  speaking,  and  which 
I  cannot  pass  by.  Who  that  gentleman  was, 
described  oy  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
who  proposed  to  him  that,  if  he  would  move 
to  nuse  these  salaries,  that  gentieman  would 
Jmn  with  him  and  support  him,  I  oannot  con- 
jecture or  divine.  Be  he  who  he  may,  I  will 
venture  to  si^  this  much.  He  is  some  gentle- 
man  who  expects  to  be  sent  vptm  some  nus- 
don  himsdf;  and,  with  great  foreoast  uid  pru- 
dence, he  was  calculating  to  throw  upon  the 
present  AdmluistratioD,  beforehand,  all  the 
odium  of  the  increase  of  the  salary  which  he 
hoped  to  finger.  I  am  disposed  to  be  more  just 
to  the  gentleman  and  to  the  Administration, 
because  I  believe  that  he  will  get  full  as  much 
as  he  may  deserve,  and  they  have  fall  as  much 
weight  as  they  can  oaxry,  without  adding  to 
it  another  feather. 


[H.  ov  R. 

The  gentleman,  witii  much  gravity,  witit 
some  d^terity,  and  with  great  plausibility,  but 
against  certain  principles  whioh  I  have  held  in 
this  Hoose,  ab  mo,  and  which  I  shall  continue 
to  hold,  vaqw  ad  taala,  till  I  leave  the  feast, 
spoke  of  the  headlong  commencement  of  the 
Oppontion,  before  the  Administration  could 
give  reasonable  cause  of  discontent.  Sir,  I 
have  now  no  palinodia  to  sing  or  to  chant 
upon  that  suqeot  I  drew  my  conclnriona 
fjrom  that  fountain  which  never  failed  an  ob- 
serving and  a  sagacious  man,  and  whioh,  even 
tlie  simple  and  inexperienced  (and  I  among  the 
rest)  may  drink  at — it  is  nature  and  human  lifs. 
I  saw  distinctly,  from  the  beginning,  that  if 
we  permitted  ^is  Administration — if  we  lis- 
tened to  those  who  cried  to  us,  "  Wait^  wal^ 
thero  is  a  lion  in  the  path,"  (and,  sir,  there 
^ways  is  a  lion  in  the  path,  to  the  sluggard, 
and  to  the  dastard,)  and  which  cry  was  second- 
ed, no  doabt,  by  many  who  wished  to  know 
how  the  land  lay  before  they  ran  for  a  port — 
on  which  side  victory  would  incline,  before 
they  sounded  their  horn  of  trimuph — ^Ix  we  had 
thus  waited,  dr,  the  idtuatiiHi  <S  the  oountay 
would  have  been  very  diffenoit  from  what  it 
is  now.  Sir,  there  was  a  great  raoe  to  be  ran 
— ^if  you  will  permit  me  to  draw  an  illnstratitm 
from  a  sport  to  which  I  have  been  much  ad- 
dicted—one in  which  all  the  gentiemen  in  Vir- 
ginia, when  we  had  gentlemen  in  Virginia,  de- 
lighted, and  of  whidi  I  am  yet  very  fond — 
mean  from  tiie  turf— and  it  must  be  lost,  or 
won,  as  the  greatest  race  in  the  country  was 
won — mean  the  race  on  Long  Island,  which  I 
saw,  and  that  was  by  running  every  inch  of 
the  ground — by  going  off  at  score — by  follow- 
ing the  policy  of  Rirdy.  Pordy,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  sound  sense,  and  practical  knowledge — 
a  man  of  oommon  sense,  I  mean,  and  worth  a 
thousand  of  your  old  and  practised  statesmen, 
and  "premature  "  gentlemen,  who  never  arrive 
at  m^ority — and  who,  meaning  to  ride  with 
^  next  Administration  in  case  of  our  suooessi 
were  nevertheless  resolved  to  get  all  they 
could,  in  the  mean  time,  out  of  this.  Sir,  to 
one  of  these  trimming  gentry,  it  is  worse  than 
death  to  force  him  to  take  sides  before  a  clear 
indication  of  victory,  and  hence  the  cry  of  its 
being  "  premature  "  to  stir  the  question  of  the 
next  Presidential  election.  Sir,  if  we  had  set 
off  one  session  later,  we  should  not  have  had 
ground  enough  left  to  run  upon,  to  overtake 
and  pass,  and  beat  them,  before  they  would 
have  pateed  the  winning  post,  and  pocketed 
the  stakes.  Such  would  have  been  the  efibot, 
if  we  had  delayed  our  posh,  and  I  know  no 
one  that  would  have  ^oyed  fiie  result,  and 
chuckled  at  oar  folly  vith  more  hearty  ^le& 
than  one  of  these  same  old  and  practised 
statesmen.  [Here  something  was  said  which 
oor  reporter  did  not  hear,  and  to  which  Ur. 
EvxBBTT  was  understood  to  reply,  that  he  had 
not  stated  it  as  his  sentim^t,  bnt  as  a  fact]  I 
beg  the  gentieman's  pardon ;  I  never  was  mis- 
repreeented  by  him,!  never  will  misrepresent 
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him,  unless  I  misunderstand  him.  Bat  I  won- 
der it  never  occnn-ed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  what  conld  be  the  cause  whj 
such  a  hue  and  cry  should  be  raised  against  an 
Administratioa  so  Tcry  able,  (permit  me  in 
this,  however^  to  differ  from  Uie  gentlemen,  eU 
ffuttibuM  Tum  t»Q  what,  I  aay,  could  have  Men 
the  cause  why  Acteeon  and  all  his  hounds,  or, 
rather,  why  the  dogs  of  war  were  let  sltp 
against  tbia  wise,  and  able,  and  virtuous,  and 
loving  AdministraUon ;  these  patterns  of  politi- 
cal friendship  and  consistency ;  and  have  con- 
tinued to  pursue  them,  till  they  lie  panting  and 
gasping  for  breatb  on  the  highway — ^until  they 
realize  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  hare  and 
many  friends.  The  cause  of  all  this  is  to  be 
found  in  the  manner  in  which  they  came  into 
power — the  cause  of  this  "  premature  "  oppo- 
Bition  Ues  there,  and  there  mainly.  I  wonld 
defy  all  the  public  presses  in  the  world  to  have 
Ivoa^t  them  to  ttus  pass,  had  there  not  been 
a  taint  of  ori^al  sin  m  their  body  politic,  and 
which  cleaves  to  them  even  as  the  sin  of  oar 
first  parents  ttunts  onr  follen  nature,  and  cleav- 
eth  to  as  all.  The  gentleman  refers  to  those 
who  compose  the  party  c^ed  the  Oppofdtion, 
and  says,  it  is  formed  of  very  discordant  mate- 
rials. True,  sir ;  hut  what  are  the  materials  of 
the  party  which  apholda  the  Administration  % 
Nay,  of  the  Administration  itself!  Are  they 
perfectly  homogeneous  ?  I  know  one  of  them 
—who  has  been  raised  to  a  higher  station  than 
most  men  in  this  country — was  that  because  he 
opposed,  or  because  he  eqionsed  the  election 
m  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  ?  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  from  UasMohasetta,  what  TOold 
cause  the  old  Bepnblican  party  in  New  Eng- 
land— ^the  worthy  sucoessors  of  John  Langdon 
— ^to  he  now  found  acting  with  us?  They 
know — ^but  perbaps  some  in  this  House  do  not 
know — they  know  that  the  Southern  interest  is 
as  macb  their  natural  ally,  in  protecting  them 
against  an  overweening  oligarchy  at  home,  as 
^gland  is  tbe  natural  ally  of  Portugal,  against 
the  power  of  8p^  and  France ;  and  though 
they  left  us  for  a  time,  yet  now,  apprehending 
danger,  and  seeing  through  the  artifices  of  their 
betwyer,  they  have  returned  to  us,  their  old, 
natani,  and  q)proved  allies,  filr,  have  not  the 
Administration,  as  well  as  the  Opposition,  ways 
and  means  and  funds  in  their  hands,  to  obtain 
influence  and  buy  success?  Have  they  not  the 
whole  of  the  great  mass  of  patronage  in  their 
hands  f  But  the  gentleman  says  that,  so  fat 
firom  taking  care  of  their  adherents,  they  have 
been  too  liberal  in  bestSwing  this  upon  their 
enemies:  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  this. 
An  ancient  apothegm  tdls  us  that  it  is  better 
to  jndge  between  two  of  your  enemies  than  be- 
tween two  of  your  friends.  In  the  one  case 
70a  are  almc»t  sure,  by  your  decision,  to  make 
a  fHend,  and  in  the  oUier,  to  lose  one.  Kow, 
sir,  oar  able  and  praodsed  statesmen  know, 
that^  by  giving  a  loaf  and  a  fish  to  an  enemy, 
th^  make  a  mend,  when,  giving  them  to 
one  of  their  friends,  tbey  might  disobuge  onoth- 
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er,  who  mi^ht  think  his  cliums  di^iangtd— 
and  that,  sir,  is  the  whcde  secret  of  tbeir 
neglecting  their  friendsw 

Permit  me,  sir,  ^ain  to  ask,  how  ooma  it 
that  this  Adminiatratirai  are  brongbt  into  tiirir 
present  very  cnrioas  and  anprece^ted  ya&t- 
amentt  How  happens  it  uiat  they  alMW^  A 
all  the  Administrations  which  have  been  ii 
this  country,  find  themselves  in  the  nunority  is 
each  Honse  of  Congress,  when  the  very  wont 
of  their  predecessors  kept  a  mi^orit^  till  nud- 
night  on  the  8d  or  the  4th  of  March,  wlucbem 
you  may  please  to  call  it  1  Why,  sir,  under  tbe 
Administration  to  which  I  allode,  there  wen 
none  of  those  oompanctious  viutings  of  ns- 
ture,  at  the  attacks  made  on  private  characttf. 
We  hod  no  chapter  of  Lameatati<ws  then,  oa 
the  rava^ng  and  desolating  war  on  the 
fame  of  all  the  wise,  virtooasi,  and  good  U  oat 
land.  The  not<»ioafl  Peter  Porcupine,  noes 
even  better  known  as  WilUam  Ooobett,  v« 
the  especial  prot^  of  that  AdmimstratioiL  I 
heard  them  say — I  do  not  mean  tbe  head  of 
that  Administration,  but  oae  of  its  lesdm— 
that  he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  worid; 
and  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that,  in  point  of  sheer 
natural  endowment,  he  was  so  very  fitr  wroi^ 
Tes,  sir,  it  was  that  very  Cobbett,  who,  if  tbe 
late  publications  may  be  trusted,  now  saye  tlist 
Mr.  Adams  has  fifteen  hundred  slaves  in  \> 
ginia.  Sir,  was  there  any  slander  too  Tile,  too 
base,  for  that  man  to  fabricate  t  I  remember 
well  the  nick-names  under  which  we  pased— 
yes,  sir,  I  can  proudly  say,  we,  althoo^  tb* 
humblest  in  the  rankB.  Mr.  Gallatin  wm 
CiTOTON  GuiLumnB^  with  U  pettX  /enitn  as- 
tional,  at  his  back.  Hy  excellent  and  ible 
colleague,  Mr.  Nicholas— one  of  the  onrest  ud 
most  pious  of  men,  who  afterwards  remored  to 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  a  model  d 
republican  virtue  and  simplioity  that  miglit 
have  adorned  the  best  days  of  Sparta  or  Binnt 
— ^he,  sir,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  an  exe, 
was  held  up  to  ridicule  as  Poi-TPnnrus.  Yoo 
are  shocked  at  this,  air,  bat  let  me  tell  yoo  ihit 
it  was  only  a  littJe  innocent,  harmless,  fedenl 
wit — and  the  author  was  the  eepedal  prot^ 
of  "Government"  and  its  adheranti. 
chnokled  over  the  Ponmpine.  To  that  paitr 
tbe  present  incnmbent  tiien  belonged— and  in- 
other  member  of  this  pure  Afflninistndco. 
My  venerable  friend  from  North  Carolina,  tm 
MoNsnuB  Maqov,  wHh  a  eediUa  under  the  ft 
to  mark  him  the  more  for  a  Frenohmau.  I 
forget  the  ct^omen  of  &e  learned  gentlenuui 
from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LtvutosionO  I 
that  he  was  never  spared :  I  remember  wdl 
my  own ;  I  wish,  sir,  it  was  ^>plicab]e  do** 
for  I  was  then  a  boy.  Every  sanctaary  w 
invaded.  As  to  ib.  J^erson,  every  ^tlwt  of 
vitnperalicm  was  ezhansted  upon  hm.  B* 
was  an  athdat^  a  Frenchman :  ve  wen  aO 
atheiata  ud  trtitors;  oar  xuunea  and 
assocnated  with  the  cannibals  and  oanoibali^ 
of  the  rertdatitauuy  tribnxul,  and  all  tM 
atrodttoa,  the  most  afcrooiona  ud  xefoUiiV" 
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which  has  this  day  been  presented  to  the 
Hoase  hj  the  imagination  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  Yes,  sir,  then,  as  now,  a 
groap  of  horrors  was  pressed  upon  the  public 
unaginatioQ  to  prop  the  unking  caoso  of  a  des- 
perate Administration.  Religion  and  order 
were  to  be  subverted ;  the  national  debt  to  be 
sponged ;  and  the  oountrj  to  be  drenched  in 
its  b^t  blood  Dj  Hr,  Jefferson  and  his  Jacobin 
ttdhereats.  Even  good  men,  and  not  unwise 
men,  were  bronght  to  beUeve  tbiB.  lb.  Jeffer- 
Mm  was  elected— end  we  know  what  followed. 
But  this,  sir,  it  may  be  said,  was  not  done  hy 
onr  own  people — it  wasdone  07  foreien hirelings, 
meroenaries.  Sir,  tt  is  not  onlj  of  tnis  descnp- 
ti<ni  of  persons  that  I  speak.  It  was  done  m 
the  glonoos  days  of  the  Sedition  Law  and  the 
black  cockade,  when  we  found  in  General  Shee 
and  his  legion,  protection  against  the  Protorian 
bands  of  the  Administration.  These  brave  fel- 
lows were  many  of  them  Irish  or  Qerman,  and 
most  of  them  of  Irish  or  German  parentage, 
chiefly  from  the  Hortbem  Liberties,  then  Uie 
Btroiwlu^  of  repahUcaniam ;  and,  therefore, 
branded  with  the  c^probrioos  name  of  the 
Fatizhoar(f  8t  Antoine,  the  most  JacoUn  qaar- 
ter  of  Pans. 

Sir,  I  have  much  to  mjj  which  neitiier  my 
own  weakness,  nor  my  regard  to  the  politeness 
of  this  HoDse,  will  permit  me  now  to  say.  As 
I  have  exonerated  the  principal  in  that  weighty 
affair  of  the  billiard  table,  I  also  ezoneratenim 
and  his  lieutenant  from  every  charge  of  oolla- 

sion  in  the  first  instance ;  and,  if  it  is  in 

order,  I  will  state  the  reasons  for  my  opinion. 
When  the  alliance  was  first  patched  up  be- 
tween the  two  great  leaders  of  the  East  and 
West,  neither  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
had  ue  promotion  of  the  present  incumbent  at 
all  in  view,  ffir,  I  speak  knowingly  as  to  one 
of  these  parties,  and  with  the  highest  dmee  of 
moral  probalnlity  of  the  other.  Can  itl»e  ne- 
cessary that  I  prove  this?  The  thing  proves 
itself.  The  object  was  to  briag  in  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  compact,  whom  the  constitution 
sobsequentiy  excluded,  and  of  course  to  pro- 
vide ior  the  other.  A  gentleman,  then  of  tiiis 
Bonse,  was  the  candidate  who,  to  the  last  hour, 
cast  many  a  longing,  although  not  lingering 
look,  wiUi  outstretched  neck,  towards  Lou- 
ia^Tis^—jiigulo  muenta  negatur — to  discover 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  one  apou  the  list. 
8ir,  it  is  impossible  that  he  coold  in  the  first 
instsQoe  have  looked  to  the  elevation  of  an- 
other, or  hare  designed  to  pnHnote  the  views 
of  any  man  but  in  snbservieney  to  his  own. 
Sir,  common  sense  forbids  it  But,  sir,  all 
these  calculations,  however  skilful,  and  De- 
HoivBB  coold  not  have  made  better,  utterly 
failed.  Hr.  Crawford  most  obstinately,  and  un- 
reasonably, I  confess,  refused  to  die.  It  was 
certainly  very  disobliging  in  him.  I  saw  him 
before  I  went  abroad,  and  I  thonght  it  was  a 
hundred  to  one  that  he  conld  not  sarvive  the 
summer :  he  was  then  dead  to  every  purpose, 
pablio  or  private.  Lonitiana  refiued  to  vote 


as  obstiuatdy  as  Mr.  Crawford  refused  to  die ; 

and  so  the  gentieman  was  excluded.  It  was 
then  that  Mr.  Adams  was  first  taken  up,  as  a 
pit  aller,  which  we  plantera  of  the  South 
translate,  a  baud  plant 

Sir,  there  never  was  a  man  who  had  so  much 
cause  as  General  Jackson  has  had  to  say,  "  Save 
me  from  my  friends,  and  I  will  take  care  of  my 
enemies."  Yes,  sir,  he  could  t^e  care  of  his 
enemies — from  them  he  never  feared  danger ; 
bat  not  of  his  friends,  at  least  of  some,  whose 
vaaity  has  prompted  them  to  couple  their  ob- 
scure names  with  his  ;  and  it  is  beoaose  he  did 
take  care  of  his  enemies,  who  were  bis  country's 
enemies,  and  for  other  reasons,  which  I  coold 
state,  that  his  cause  is  now  espoused  by  tiiat 
grateful  country.  But  Gteueral  Jackson  is  no 
statesman.  Sir,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  instance 
on  record,  ip  history,  of  a  man  not  having  mili- 
tary capacity,  being  at  the  head  of  any  Govern- 
ment, with  advantage  to  that  Government,  and 
with  credit  to  himself.  Sir,  there  is  a  great 
mistake  on  this  subject  It  is  not  those  t^ents 
which  enable  a  man  to  write  books  and  make 
speeches,  that  enable  him  to'  preside  over  a  Gov- 
ernment The  wittiest  of  poets  has  told  us,  tibat 

"All  a  Bbetoridan's  Rules 
Teach  only  how  to  name  his  Tools." 

We  have  seen  Professors  of  Rhetoric,  who 
conld  DO  doubt  descant  fluentiy  upon  the  use  Mf 
these  said  tools ;  yet  sharpen  them  to  so  wiry 
an  edge  as  to  out  their  own  fingers  with  these 
implements  of  their  trade.  Sir,  Thomas  & 
Bccket  was  as  brave  a  man  as  Henry  the  Sec- 
ond, and,  indeed,  a  braver  man — ^less  iofirm  of 
purpose.  And  who  were  the  Hildebrands,  and 
the  rest  of  the  papal  freebooters,  who  achieved 
nobny  after  nctory  over  the  proudest  mon- 
arehs  and  St^es  of  Eorope  I  These  men  were 
brought  np  in  a  doistw,  perhimB,  bat  th^  were 
endowed  with  the  highest  of  ul  the  gifts  of 
Heaven,  the  capacity  to  lead  men,  whetiier  ia 
the  Senate  or  m  the  field.  Sir,  it  is  one  and 
the  same  facolty,  and  its  successful  display  has 
always  received,  and  ever  will  receive,  the 
highest  honors  that  man  can  bestow ;  and  this 
wUi  be  the  case,  do  what  you  will,  cant  what 
you  may,  about  military  chieftains  and  military 
domination.  So  long  as  a  man  is  a  man,  the 
victorious  defender  of  his  coxmtry  will  and 
ought  to  receive,  that  conntry^s  suffrage,  for  all 
that  the  forms  of  her  Government  allow  her  to 
bestw. 

Sir,  a  friend  said  to  me  not  long  ^noe, 
'*Why,  General  Jackstm  can't  write"— "ad- 
mitted." (Pray,  sir,  can  you  tell  me  of  any 
one  that  can  write  f  for,  I  protest,  I  know  no- 
body that  can.)  Then  turning  to  my  friend,  I 
said.  It  is  most  true  that  General  Jackson  can- 
not write,  (not  that  he  can't  write  his  name,  or 
a  letter,  &c.,)  because  he  has  never  been  taught 
But  his  competitor  cannot  write,  because  he 
was  unteachable :  for  he  has  had  every  advan- 
tage of  education  and  stndy.  Sir,  the  Dnke  of 
Marlborough,  the  greatest  captain  and  negutia- 
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tor  of  his  a^e — wMch  wu  the  age  of  Lonis 
XIV. — and  who  may  rant  with  the  greatest 
men  of  anj  age;  whose  irre«stible  manners 
and  address  trinmpbed  over  every  obstacle  in 
ootm<^  as  his  military  prowess  and  oondnct 
did  in  the  field — sir,  this  great  man  conld  not 
even  spell,  and  was  notoriously  ignorant  of  all 
tiiat  an  nndergraduote  must  know ;  but  which 
it  is  not  necessary  for  a  man  at  the  head  of 
ftETairs  to  know,  at  all.  Would  you  have  snper- 
Beded  bim  by  Bome  Scotch  schoolmaster  f  Sir, 
gentlemen  forget  t^at  it  is  an  able  helnumian 
we  want  for  uie  ^ip  of  State,  and  not  a  pro- 
fessor oi  navigation  or  aatrouomy. 

Br,  among  the  vakar  errors  that  oog^t  to 
go  into  Sir  Thomas  Brown's  book,  this  0D|^t 
not  to  be  omitted ;  that  learning  and  wisdom 
are  aynonymons,  or  at  all  equivalent.  Knowl- 
edge and  wisdom,  as  one  of  oar  most  delightful 
poits  rings — 

**  Eaowtedge  and  wisdom,  f&r  from  being  one, 
Have  oftumes  ao  connection — knowledge  dwells 
In  heads  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  moch ; 
Wlsdmnu  humble  that  he  knows  no  more. 
BoiAb  an  not  seldom  talismans  and  spells, 
By  which  the  mscle  art  of  shrewder  mts 
dolds  tiie  nntbhuung  mnUitode  enefaalDed." 

And  not  books  only,  sir — speeches  are  not 
less  deceptive.  Sir,  f  not  omy  consider  the 
vant  of  what  is  called  learning  not  to  be  a  dls- 
qnaUficadon  for  the  command  in  chief  in  civil 
or  military  life,  but  I  do  consider  the  posees- 
rion  of  too  much  learning  to  be  of  most  mis- 
chievous consequence  to  such  a  character;  who 
is  to  draw  &om  the  cabinet  of  his  own  saga- 
dons  mind,  and  to  make  the  learning  of  others, 
or  whatever  other  qnalities  they  may  possess, 
mhservient  to  bis  more  enlarged  and  vigorons 
viewB.  Sudi  a  man  vas  Cromwell — saoh  a 
man  was  Waahin^on.  Hot  learned,  but  wise. 
Their  nnderstanmnga  were  not  elonded  or 
cramped,  but  had  fidr  play.  Their  errors  were 
fhe  errors  of  men,  not  of  schoolboys  and  ped- 
ants. BO  far  from  the  want  of  what  is 
called  education  being  a  very  strong  objection 
to  a  man  at  the  head  of  affurs,  over-education 
oonetitutes  a  still  stronger  objection.  [In  the 
ease  of  a  lady  it  is  fatal.  Heaven  defend  me 
from  an  over-educated,  accomplished  lady. 
Yes,  sir,  accomplished  indeed,  for  she  is  fin- 
ished for  all  the  duties  of  a  wife,  or  mother,  or 
unstress  of  a  family.]  Sir,  we  hear  much  (rf 
miHtary  usurpation,  of  military  dwpotism — of 
the  Bword  of  a  conqueror — of  Caesar — and 
Cromwell,  and  Bonwarte.  What  Uttle  I  know 
of  Roman  history,  has  been  gathered  chiefly 
from  the  surviving  letters  of  the  great  men  of 
that  day — of  Cicero  especially — and  I  finely 
confess  to  you,  that,  if  I  had  then  lived,  and 
been  compelled  to  take  sides,  I  must,  though 
very  reluctantly,  have  sided  with  Crosor,  rather 
than  take  Pompey  for  my  master.  Sir,  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  hoose  of  Stnart — and  they 
were  long  euon^  in  power  to  do  ib— to  tdaok- 
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en  the  ciharaeter  ctf  Ot»nwelI— 4faat  great,  nd, 
I  must  add,  bad  man.  Bat,  mr,  the  devil  him- 
self is  not  so  black  as  he  is  sometimes  painted. 
But  who  would  not  ralher  have  ob^ed  Crom- 
well, than  that  self-styled  Parliament,  wUd 
obtained  a  title  too  Indecent  for  me  to  nuiM^ 
but  by  which  it  is  familiarly  known  and  mtn- 
tioned  in  all  the  historians,  from  that  to  Uds 
day.  Sir,  Oromwell  fell  under  a  temptatioa, 
perhaps  too  stroi^  for  the  natnre  of  man  to  n> 
sist—but  be  was  an  angel  of  light  to  either  if 
the  Stnarts — the  one  whom  he  IntMii^t  to  flu 
tdock ;  or  his  ton,  a  yet  wone  man,  the  Uaek- 
est  and  foulest  of  mlsoreanta  that  ever  ptrftatod 
a  throne.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  bow 
of  Stuart  and  their  snooessors— it  is  tbepoBrr 
of  kings — ^to  vilify  and  bhu^en  the  000017 
and  character  of  OromwelL  Bnt  the  cloud  h 
rolling  away.  We  no  longer  consider  Hnme  ii 
deserving  of  the  slightest  credit  Cn»iivd 
was  guiltless  of  his  country's  blood."  Hii 
was  a  Uoodless  nsurpation.  To  doubt  his  m- 
cerity  at  the  outset,  from  his  snbseqaoit  M, 
would  be  madness — ^religious  fervor  was  the 
prevuling  temper  and  fashion  of  the  tim 
On»nwell  was  a  usotper,  'tis  granted;  botbi 
had  scarcely  any  chtnce  left  bim.  ffis  twaj 
was  every  in^iunble  to  that  maenik 
corpse  of  a  Paniament,  that  he  tnnied  out,  11 
a  gentleman  would  turn  off  a  drunken  bnikr 
and  his  fellows,  or  the  pensioned  ^raot  ibt 
succeeded  him--«  dissolute,  depraved  bigot  lod 
hypocrite,  who  was  outwardly  a  Frotestta^ 
and  at  heart  a  Papist.  He  lived  and  died  ou, 
while  pretending  to  be  a  son  of  the  Chnrdi  of 
England,  aye,  and  swore  to  it,  and  died « pe^ 
jnred  man.  Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  master,  pre 
me  one  whom  I  can  respect,  rather  tiian  s  bwt 
of  knavish  attorneys.  Sir,  Bonaparte  wis  1 
bad  man ;  but  I  would  rather  have  had  Boo*- 
parte  than  snoh  a  Bet  of  owmpt,  intrigoiq; 
public  plnndererB  as  be  turned  adrift  Tm 
Senate  of  Bome — the  Parliament  of  ED^aod- 
"the  Ooan<n]s  <tl  Elders  and  Yonngsters"— 
the  L«nalature  of  France — all  made  tbemsefres 
first  omons  aiud  then  contemptible ;  and  tbco 
comes  a  usurper :  and  this  is  the  natural  end 
of  a  corrupt  civil  Gk)vemment 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  possess  greil 
learning,  combined  with  inveterate  profcedaul 
habits,  and  who  are  (ipto  facto,  or  perbqis  1 
should  rather  say  faetu^  for  I  most 
accurately,  as  I  speak  before  a  Professor)  di^ 
qualified  for  any  but  secondary  parts  anywbm 
— even  in  the  Oabinet  (Ordinal  Ric^t^ 
waa^  what  t  priest  Y^  rir,  bnt  what  a 
prirati  OzMistiem  was  a  chanodlor.  Heb 
was  who  sent  his  son  abroad  to  see—fvM 
parva  tapifititia  regituT  mundut — ^with  ho« 
nttle  wisdom  this  world  is  govenwd.  Tto 
Administration  seemed  to  have  calculated  tital 
even  lees  than  that  little  wonld  do  for  us.  The 
gentleman  called  it  a  strong,  an  able  Gabinet— 
second  to  none  bnt  Washington's  first  Cabinet. 
Sir,  I  could  hardly  look  at  him  fen-  Unsbui^ 
What,  sir,  U  Gallatin  at  the  head  of  the  Tmi- 
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tiry — Madison  in  the  Department  of  State? 
The  mind  of  an  accomplislted  and  an  acnte  diar 
lecticiao,  of  an  able  lawyer,  or,  if  you  please, 
of  a  great  physioian,  may,  by  the  long  continu- 
ance  of  one  porsnit — of  one  train  of  ideaa — 
have  its  babits  so  inveterately  fixed,  as  effectn- 
ally  to  disqualify  the  possessor  tor  the  com- 
mand of  the  coancila  of  a  oonntry.  He  may, 
neTertheless,  make  an  admirable  chief  of  a  bu- 
reau— an  excellent  man  of  details — which  the 
chief  ought  never  to  be.  A  man  may  be  capa- 
ble of  making  an  able  and  Ingenioas  argament 
on  any  subject  within  the  Bphere  of  his  knowl- 
edge ;  but,  sir,  every  now  and  then  the  master 
soph^  will  start,  as  I  have  seen  him  start,  at  the 
monstrous  conclusions  to  which  his  own  artificial 
reason  had  brought  himself.  Bnt,  this,  sir,  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  candor  and 
fumess  of  mind.  Sir,  by  words  and  figures  you 
may  prove  Just  what  yon  please ;  bat  it  often 
and  most  generally  is  the  fact,  tliat,  in  proportion 
as  a  proposition  is  locally  or  mathematically 
tree,  it  is  politically  and  common-sensically  (or 
rather  nonsensically)  false.  The  talent  which 
enables  a  man  to  write  a  hook,  or  make  a 
speech,  has  no  more  relation  to  the  leading  of 
an  army  or  Senate,  than  it  has  to  the  dressing 
of  a  dinner.  The  talent  which  fits  a  man  to 
head  a  Government,  is  the  talent  for  the  man- 
agement of  men — a  mere  dialectidan  never 
had,  and  never  will  have  it :  both  requires  the 
same  d^n^  of  courage,  though  of  different 
kinds.  The  vuy  highest  d^ree  of  moral  cour- 
age is  required  for  the  dnties  of  government. 
I  have  been  amused  when  I  have  seen  some 
dialecticians,  aftw  assorting  their  words — "  the 
counters  of  wise  men,  the  money  of  fools  " — 
after  they  had  laid  down  their  premises,  and 
drawn,  step  by  step,  their  deductions,  sit  down, 
completely  satisfies,  as  if  the  conclusions  to 
which  they  had  bronght  themselves  were  really 
the  truth — as  if  it  were  irre&agably  true.  But 
wait  mitil  another  cause  is  called,  or  till  another 
court  sits — ^tiJl  the  bystanders  and  jury  have 
had  time  to  forget  botii  argument  and  conclu- 
sion, and  they  will  make  yon  just  as  good  an 
argument  on  the  opposite  side,  and  arrive,  with 
the  same  complacenoy,  at  a  directly  oppoute 
oonclnnon,  and  triumphantly  demand  your  as- 
sent to  this  new  truth.  Sir,  it  is  their  business 
• — do  not  blame  them.  I  only  say  that  sncli 
a  habit  of  mind  unfits  men  for  action,  for  de- 
cision. They  want  a  client  to  decide  which 
side  to  take;  and  the  really  great  man  per- 
forms that  ofSce  for  them.  This  habit  unfits 
them  for  government  in  the  first  degree.  The 
talent  for  government  lies  in  these  two  things 
— sagacity  to  perceive,  and  decision  to  act. 
Genuine  statesmen  were  never  made  snob  by 
mere  truning ;  education  will  form  good  busi- 
ness  men — Tuueunier  nmjlunt.  The  maxim 
(naaeiUr  non  fit)  is  as  true  of  statesmen  as  it  U 
of  poets.  Kr,  let  a  house  be  on  fire,  yon  will 
soon  see  in  that  confusion  who  has  the  talent 
to  command.  Let  a  ship  be  in  danger  at  sea, 
and  ordinaiy  snbordinatlfm  destrc^r^  and  yon 
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will  immediately  make  the  same  discovery. 
Tlie  ascendency  of  mind  and  of  character  exists 
and  rises  as  naturally  and  as  inevitably,  where 
there  is  ft^e  play  for  it,  as  material  bodies  find 
their  level  by  gravitation.  Thus  a  great  diplo- 
matist, like  a  certain  animal,  oscillating  be- 
tween the  hay  on  different  sides  of  Idm,  wants 
some  power  from  without,  before  he  can  decide 
from  which  bundle  to  make  trial.  Who  be- 
lieves that  Washington  could  write  as  good  ft 
book  or  report  as  Jefferson,  or  make  as  able  a 
speech  as  Hamilton?  Who  is  there  that  be- 
Ueves  that  Cromwell  would  have  made  as  good 
a  judge  as  Lord  Hale  ?  No,  sir ;  these  learned 
and  accomplished  men  fiud  their  proper  place 
under  those  who  are  fitted  to  command,  and  to 
command  them  among  the  rest  Such  a  man 
as  Washington  will  say  to  a  Jefferson,  do  yon 
become  my  Secretary  of  State ;  to  Hamilton, 
do  ^ou  take  cha»e  of  my  parse,  or  that  of  the 
nation,  which  is  the  same  thing ;  and  to  Kno^^ 
do  you  be  my  master  of  horse.  Sir,  all  bistoiy 
shows  this,  but  great  ^plomattrts  and  great 
scholars  are,-  for  that  very  reason,  unfit  to  be 
rulers.  Sir,  would  Hannibal  have  crossed  the 
Alps  when  there  were  no  roads — with  ele- 
phants— in  the  face  of  the  warlike  and  hardy 
mountaineers — and  carried  terror  to  the  very 
gates  of  Rome,  if  his  youth  had  been  spent  in 
poring  over  books  ?  Would  be  have  been  able 
to  muntain  himself  on  the  resources  of  his 
own  genius  for  sixteen  years  in  lisHj.  in  spite 
of  tiie  Action  and  treachery  in  the  Senate  of 
Carthage,  if  he  had  been  deq>  In  oonio  sections 
and  flnsdona  and  Uie  different  colcnlns— to  say 
nothing  of  botany,  and  mineralogy,  and  chem- 
istry ?  "  Are  yon  not  ashamed,"  said  a  philoso- 
pher to  one  who  was  bom  to  rule,  *'  are  you 
not  ashamed  to  play  so  well  upon  the  flute  ?  ^* 
Sir,  it  was  well  put.  There  is  much  which  it 
becomes  a  secondary  man  to  know — much  that 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  know — that  a  first- 
rate  man  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  know.  No 
head  was  ever  clear  and  sound  that  was  stuffed 
with  book-leamlDg.  You  might  as  well  at- 
tempt to  fatten  ana  strengthen  a  man  by  stuff- 
ing him  with  every  variety  and  the  greatest 
quantity  of  food.  After  all,  the  ohief  must 
draw  npon  bis  subalterns  for  much  that  he  does 
not  know,  and  cannot  perform  himself.  Sir, 
my  friend  Wm.  R.  Johnson  has  many  a  groom 
that  can  clean  and  dress  a  race-horse,  ana  ride 
him  too,  better  than  he  can.  But  what  of 
that  ?  Sir,  we  are,  in  the  European  sense 
the  term,  not  a  military  people.  We  have  no 
business  for  an  army — it  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
ujwn  the  nation— officers  and  all.  Sir,  who 
rescued  Braddock  when  he  was  fighting,  m- 
eundem  artem,  and  his  men  were  dropping 
around  him  on  every  side  ?  It  was  a  Virginia 
militia  U^jor.  He  asserted  in  that  crisis  the 
place  which  prop^ly  belonged  to  him,  and 
which  he  afterwards  filled  in  the  manner  we 
aUknoT. 

Sir,  I  mi^,  without  any  mock  modesty,  ao- 
knowledge  what  I  tetH,  uiat  I  have  made  an 
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unsaooessfal  reply  to  the  geDtleman  from  Mas- 
MtchosettB.  There  are  some  anbjeots  which  I 
could  hare  wiflied  to  hare  toaobea  upon  before 
I  sit  down  now  and  forever.  I  had  tbe  mate- 
rials in  mj  possession  when  I  came  into  this 
House  this  moriiiiig,  bat  I  am  dragged  down 
hj  phy^cal  weakness  from  the  most  advan- 
tageona  use  of  them. 

Bin  what  shall  we  sa;  to  a  gentleman,  in 
this  House  or  out  of  it,  occupjing  a  prominent 
BtatioD,  and  filling  a  large  space  in  the  eje  of 
his  native  State,  who  should,  with  all  the 
adroitness  of  a  practised  advocate,  glosa  over 
tJlie  acknowledged  encroachments  of  the  men 
in  power,  upon  the  fur  eonstmotion  of  the 
constitntion,  and  then  present  the  appalling 
picture,  glaring  and  flaming,  in  his  deepest  col- 
ors, of  a  bloody  military  tyrant — a  raw-head 
and  bloody-bones — so  that  we  cannot  sleep  in 
our  beds — who  should  conjure  up  all  the  images 
that  can  scare  children  and  frighten  old  women 
— I  mean  very  old  women,  sir — and  who  oflTers 
this  wretched  caricature — this  vile  daub,  where 
brick  dust  stands  fco-  blood,  like  Feter  Porcu- 
pine's Bloodt  Buot,  as  a  reason  for  his  and 
our  support  m  Virginia,  of  a  mati  in  whom  he 
has  no  confidence,  whom  he  dunna  with  faiut 
OTaise — and  who,  moreover — tell  it  not  in 
QathI  had  zealously,  and  elaborately,  (I  can- 
not BOj  ably,)  justified  eveiy  one  of  these  very 
atrocious  and  bloody  deeds-— yes,  sir,  on  paper 
—not  in  t^e  heat  of  debate,  in  the  transports 
of  a  speech,  but — as  the  author  of  the  Rich- 
mond Anathema  full  well  knew — and  knew 
that  we,  too,  knew — deliberately  and  officially. 
Sir,  if  we  did  not  know  that  lawyers  never  see 
but  one  side  of  a  case — that  on  wbich  they  are 
retuned,  and  t^at  they  fondly  hope  that  the 
jury  will  see  with  their  eyes — what  should  we 
say  of  Bodk  a  man?  His  client  having  no 
character,  he  attacks  defendant's  character, 
upon  a  string  of  charges,  in  every  one  of  which 
(suj^wnng  t£em  to  be  tru^  his  client  was  self- 
avowed  particepa  vrminM — having  defended, ' 
adopted,  and  made  each  and  every  one  of  them 
his  own.  Sir,  such  a  man  may  be  a  great  law- 
yer, (although  this  is  but  a  poor  specimen  of 
his  skill  in  that  line,)  or  a  great  mathematician, 
or  diemist ;  but  of  a  man  guilty  of  such  glar- 
ing absurdity,  it  may  be  fearlessly  pronounced 
that,  in  the  management  of  his  own  concerns, 
and  in  the  afiMrs  of  men,  he  has  not  "  right 
good  common  sense.'*  And  here,  sir,  we  come 
to  that  great  and  all-important  distinction, 
which  the  profane  vulgar — whethw  they  be 
the  great  vulrar  or  the  small — too  often  over- 
look; and  ^ich  I  have,  lamdy,  I  fear,  en- 
deavored to  press  upon  the  House — mean  the 
distioetioii  between  knowledge  and  learning, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  sense  and  judgment,  on 
the  oUier.  And  there,  sir,  lies  the  great  defect 
of  the  gentleman  in  question.  £ar,  I  have 
heard  it  sud  of  him,  by  those  who  know  and 
love  him  well,  "  that  he  can  argue  either  nde 
<rf  a  question,  whether  of  law,  of  policy,  or  of 
c<Huatntioiiai  oonstmotion,  with  great  ingenn- 
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itj  and  force ;  but  he  wants  that  ssgsritr  in 

political  affairs,  which  first  discerns  the  proper 
end,  and  then  adopts  the  most  aj^ropnile 
means :  and  he  is  deficient  in  that  knoTledgt 
of  mankind,  which  would  enable  ini^ 
(much  his  inferior)  to  perceive  that  his  \m& 
disinterestedness  is  played  upon  by  those  vIm 
are  conscious  that  he  prides  himself  upon  h. 
It  is  the  lever  by  which  he  is  on  all  ocwHot 
to  be  moved.  It  is  his  pride,  an  honest  vA. 
honorable  pride,  which  makes  him  deEgbt  to 
throw  himself  into  minorities,  because  he  ^^ 
joys  more  self-gratification  from  raaoifbstiBg  & 
independence  of  popular  (pinion— than  h 
could  derive  from  any  thing  in  the  of  the 
people.  His  late  production — the  Adams  eon- 
vention  manifesto,  is  iht  feeblest  jaiodiictimor 
the  day.  The  reason  is,  his  head  and  hart  £1 
not  go  together." 

Sir,  this  picture  is  drawn  by  the  band  of  i 
friend.  As  we  have  had  billiard  tables  and 
chess  boards  introduced  into  this  debate,  I  hope 
I  may  be  allowed  to  borrow  an  illnstratiois 
from  this  lost  ^ame.  Sir,  one  of  these  STgniif 
machines  remmds  me  of  the  bishop  at  checi 
The  black  or  white  bishop  (I  use  tbe  tens  ix< 
in  reference  to  the  color  of  the  piece,  but  i 
that  of  the  square  he  stands  npcm)  is  a  semcc- 
able  piece  enough  in  his  way ;  but  be  lilm 
under  this  defiect :  that,  moving  in  the  ^iigoni 
only,  he  can  never  get  off  hU  cai^mal  idIct. 
He  con  scour  away  all  over  just  Mie-half  cf 
the  board ;  but  his  adversary  may  be  en  tbt 
next  square,  and  perfectly  safe  from  his  stiatt 
To  be  safe  from  the  bishop,  you  bare  oni;  lo 
move  upon  any  one  of  the  thirty-two  maw 
that  are  forbidden  ground  to  him.  But  noin 
tbe  irregular  knight,  who,  at  suceesare 
can  cover  every  square  upon  the  boird,  lo 
whose  check  the  king  can  interpose  no  ffuri. 
bat  mnst  move.  Even  the  poor  pawn  tt«!i 
privU^e  which  the  bishop  has  not:  for  he  nc 
dnde  his  mitred  adversary  by  moving  ftm  i 
white  square  to  a  blade  one,  or  Ikom  a  1^ 
square  to  a  white  one,  and  finally  reach  tbe 
highest  honors  of  the  game.  So  even  i  potr 
peasant,  of  sense,  may  instruct  the  philoso- 
pher, as  the  shepherd  did,  in  that  tteantifnl  ii>- 
trodnction,  the  finest  of  Ur.  Gay's  fabla  ba 
one,  who  drew  all  his  notions  of  men  aod 
things  from  nature.  Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  ton 
over  musty  folios,  and  double  down  dog's  ean- 
it  does  very  well  in  its  place — in  a  TsTrer'i 
office— or  a  bureau.  I  am  forced  to  use  tb» 
word  for  want  of  a  better :  but  it  will  not  sup- 
ply the  place  of  that  which  books  nerer  ga^e, 
and  never  can  give— of  judgment  and  expcR' 
ence.  Sir,  who  wonld  make  the  better  ki^ 
in  a  period  of  great  public  emergency— <» 
Roger  Sherman,  or  a  certain  very  learned  pfr 
tleman  from  New  York,  whom  we  once  h* 
here,  who  knew  every  tung  in  the  wwM 
which  man  bas  no  occasion,  and  nothing  in  w 
world  for  which  man  has  occasion  f  Sir, 
people,  who  are  always  unsophisticated— tf^ 
though  they  may  ooc^oually  be  misled,  v* 
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always  right  in  their  feelioffs,  and  alwajs  judge 
correctlj  in  the  long  run— iave  taken  np  this 
thing.  It  is  a  notorioos  fact,  in  Virginia,  that, 
in  Oounty  Oourts,  where  men  are  admitted  to 
sit  as  judges,  who  ore  not  of  the  legal  profes- 
•ion — ^plain  planters,  who  hare  no  pretentions 
to  be  considered  as  lawyers — tba  decisions  are 
much  aeldomer  reverBed  than  in  those  coarts 
There  a  barrister  presides :  his  reasons  may  be 
more  plausible,  bat  his  deoision  will  be  oftener 
wrong.  Yes,  sir,  the  people  have  decided  npon 
this  thing. 

Sir,  I  will  suppose  a  case:  I  will  suppose 
that  the  late  convulsive  struf^les  of  the  Ad- 
ministration may  so  far  sncc&^  as  that  they 
will  be  able  to  renew  th^  lease  ^br  another 
four  years.  Now,  sir,  if  a  m^ority  of  this 
Honse  can't  get  ^ong  with  snch  a  minority 
hanging  on  their  rear,  outUng  off  snpplies,  and 
beating  up  their  quarters,  what  will  m  the  sit* 
nation  of  the  Administration  lUien. !  Sir,  what 
is  it  now  ?   Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  a  vioto- 

Sf  obtained  by  the  Execative  power,  whUe  a 
eoided  muority  of  the  Legislatnre  wai  agunst 
itt  Sir,  I  know  of  no  such  victory,  but  one — 
and  that  was  the  parricidal  victory  of  the 
younger  Pitt  over  the  Constitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  guned  that  only  by  the  imprae- 
trable  obstinacy  of  the  king,  which  then  gave 
indications  of  ^e  disease  uiat  was  lurking  in 
his  constitution,  and  afterwards  so  nnhappily 
became  manifest. 

Sir,  the  king  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  much 
alder  man  than  he  ever  had  oredit  for.  Bnt  he 
was  Inonrably  obstinate.  He  had  Jnst  lost  the 
colonies.  No  matter— he  would  risk  the  crown 
of  England  itself  and  retire  to  his  hereditary 
States  in  Germany,  rather  than  yield :  and,  sir, 
bnt  for  a  barefaced  coalition,  he  would  have  so 
retired,  and  have  supplied  a  most  important 
defect  in  the  act  of  settl^ent — the  separaUon 
of  Hanover  from  England.  But  the  corrupt 
bcu^ain  of  Lord  North  and  Ur.  Fox,  to  share 
office  between  them,  disgusted  the  people — 
tbey  took  nde  even  against  their  own  liberties. 
But  her&  sir,  the  ooslition  is  not  on  the  side  of 
tba  people's  rights,  bnt  agtdnat  them.  Ur.  Pitt 
fthe  wown  rather)  trinmphed.  Knaves  cried 
Hosanna;  and  tow  revved  the  ery.  Eng- 
land reeovered  by  tibe  ehstid^  which  belongs 
to  &ee  institutions,  and  Ur.  Pitt  attuned  a  de- 
gree  of  power  that  enabled  him  to  plun^  her 
into  the  mad  vortex  of  war  with  revolutionary 
France.  Nine  hundred  millions  of  debt ;  tax- 
es, in  amount,  in  degree,  and  mode,  unheard 
of;  pauperism,  misery,  in  all  posnble  forms  of 
wretchedness — attest  the  greatness  of  the  heav- 
en-born Minister,  who  did  not  weather  the 
storm,  but  was  whelmed  beneath  it,  leaving  his 
ooantry  to  that  Providence  whom  it  pleased  to 
rescue  her  in  her  ntmost  need,  by  inflicting 
madoess  on  her  great  unrelenting  enemy,  and 
sending  tiiis  modem  Hebnohadnezzar  to  grass, 
Bir,  Mr.  Httis  as  stroog  an  instanoa  for  my 
purpose,  as  I  ooold  have  wanted.  He  was  a 
rlutoticuD,  a  9eeoh<nuker;  a  man  of  word% 
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and  good  words  too,  at  will ;  a  dexterous  de- 
bater— and  if  he  had  continued  to  ride  the 
western  circuit,  he  might  have  been  an  emi- 
nent wrangleT  at  the  mr.  and,  in  due  time,  a 
Chief  Jnstioe  or  Lord  Onanoellor.  Bnt,  for 
the  sins  of  En^and,  he  was  made  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  at  fire  and  twoity  too.  Sir,  Mr.  Pitt 
no  more  saw  what  was  ahead  of  him,  then  the 
idiot  in  the  parish  workhouse.  He  no  more 
dreamt,  when  the  war  began,  to  what  point  he 
would  be  able  to  push  his  system,  if  system  it 
may  be  called,  than  any  derk  In  his  office. 
The  productive  powers  of  a  people  like  the 
English,  where  property  is  perfectly  secure  and 
left  free  to  act,  and  where  the  Industrious 
classes  are  shut  out  from  almost  any  participa- 
tion in  public  affurs,  is  incredible ;  is  almost 
without  limit.  Two  individuals  discovered  two 
mines,  more  pre(»ons  and  productive  than 
Gnanaxoato  or  Potod— that  fhmished  the 
means  for  his  prodigality^  that  astonished  even 
Ur.  Pitt.  These  were  Sir  Bidiard  Arkwright 
aai  Mr.  Watt — the  spinniiw  machine  and  the 
steam  engine.  And  this  imbedle  and  blunder- 
ing Minister  has  been  complimented  with  what 
is  due  to  the  unrivalled  Ingenuity  and  industry 
of  his  countrymen.  So,  sir,  in  like  mumer, 
this  yoQog  Hercules  of  America,  who,  if  we 
can  keep  him  from  being  strangled  by  the  ser- 
pents of  corruption,  must  grow  to  gigantic 
strength  and  stature — every  Improvement  which 
he  makes,  in  spite  of  the  misrule  of  his  gov- 
ernors, th^  very  modeetiy  arrogate  to  them- 
selves. 

We  have  been  told,  offitislly,  that  the  Presi- 
dent wished  the  great  question  to  have  been 
referred  back  to  the  people,  if  by  the  forms  of 
the  constitution  this  could  be  done.  Sir,  if  I 
were  the  friend,  as  I  am  the  undisguised  enemy 
of  t^e  Administration,  I  would  say  to  them, 
Yon  may  be  ionooeot — your  intentions  may  be 
upright — bat  you  have  brought  the  country  to 
that  pass,  that  you  can't  oarry  on  the  Govern- 
ment. As  gentlemen  possessing  the  least  self- 
respect,  you  ought  to  retire — Cleave  it — try  an- 
other venue — yon  can't  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment without  us,  any  more  than  we  can  act, 
while  every  thing  in  the  Execative  Govern- 
ment is  against  ns.  Sir,  there  are  cases  in 
which  suspicion  is  eqnivalent  to  proof-— and  not 
only  equal  to  it,  but  more  than  equal  to  the 
most  damning  proof.  There  is  not  a  husband 
here  who  will  not  ratify  this  declaration — ^there 
may  be  suspicion  so  agonizing  tliat  it  makes 
the  wretch  cry  out  for  certojiity  as  a  relief 
from  the  most  damning  tortures.  Such  suspi- 
cions are  entertained  with  respect  to  these  gen- 
tlemen—and though  they  are  making  a  convul- 
sive effort  to  roll  back  the  tide  of  public  opin- 
ion, they  can't  allay  the  feeling—the  suspicion 
rests  upon  the  facts — and,  do  what  they  may, 
&cts  will  not  bend  at  their  bidding.  Admit  it 
to  be  suspicion — it  is  equally  fatal,  as  rogu^ 
them  and  the  pubUc  service,  with  the  reality. 
Jir.  B.  would  not  go  in  pnrsnit  of  the  al^i$ 
and  aUam  of  the  aocuied  -of  the  tubs,  wheth- 
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er  with  false  bottoms  or  doable  bottoms, 
thrown  OQt  to  amnse  the  public.  The  whole 
oondnct  of  the  accused  had  displayed  Dothing 
(tf  the  dignity  of  innooence ;  bat  all  &6  rest- 
lessnees  of  giiilt.  Every  word  of  Ife.  Clay's 
late  pamphlet  might  be  tme,  and  yet  the  ao- 
oosed  he  gnilty,  notwithstanffiog. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachnsetta  warned 
US,  that,  if  the  individaal  we  seek  to  elevate 
aball  succeed,  he  will,  in  his  turn,  become  the 
object  of  public  pursuit,  and  that  the  same 
pack  will  b«  unkennelled  at  his  heels,  that  have 
nm  his  rival  down.  It  may  he  so.  I  have  no 
hesitation  to  say,  that,  if  his  conduct  shall  de- 
serve it,  and  if  I  live,  I  shall  be  one  of  that 
pa<^ ;  because,  sir,  I  maintain  the  interests  of 
Btockholders,  against  presidents,  directors,  and 
cashiers.  Aiid  here,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  notice 
an  objection  niged,  as  I  have  heard,  against 
me,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ibr.  Vabob.) 
He  Bays  that  I  have  been  opposed  to  all  Ad- 
miniBtraUoQs.  Sir,  I  deny  it  to  be  fact.  I  did 
oppose  the  elder  Adams,  because  he,  attacked 
the  liberty  of  the  press  and  of  the  subject ; 
because  his  opinions  were  at  war  with  the  ge- 
nius of  our  institutions.  He  avowed  them 
openly,  and  I  liked  him  the  better  for  his 
frankness.  But,  sir,  I  supported  the  Adminis- 
tration of  his  SQCcessor,  I  did  for  it  what  I 
could — little  enough,  God  knows.  The  first 
case  in  which  I  differed  from  &at  Administra- 
tion, was  the  ease  of  the  Tazoo  chdms,  which 
I  thought  a  case  of  flagruit  corruption.  I  do 
not  mean,  and  I  never  did  believe,  that  there 
was  corruption  in  the  Preddent,  or  his  two 
Secretaries ;  and  it  did  not  cause  me  to  sepa- 
rate myself  from  them.  I  separated  from  that 
Administration  three  years  afterwards,  ifith 
pain  and  sorrow,  and  not  without  some  anger, 
too ;  for,  sir,  I  have  no  idea  of  that  extreme  of 
candor  and  meekness  which  denounces  the 
measures  of  a  Government,  as  Bottom  says  in 
the  play,  "  and  will  roar  you  as  gently  as  any 
sucking  dove."  It  is  not  my  nature  to  do  so, 
and  it  would  be  criminal  and  ridicalous  in  me, 
because  it  would  be  hypocrisy  to  affect  it.  8ir, 
when  the  former  restrictive  system  was  first 
commenced,  I  thoo^^t  I  saw  what  I  now  know  I 
did  then  see — the  fatal  and  ruinons  conse- 
quences that  would  then  grow  out  of  it.  I 
told  Jefferson,  cuididly  and  frankly,  that 
if  he  expected  support  in  a  certain  qaarter,  and 
did  not  find  it,  he  need  not  blame  me.  Sir,  I 
will  not  repeat  what  he  said  on  that  occasion, 
but  he  deplored  the  separation.  But,  permit 
me  to  remind  yop,  sir — for  you  were  then  too 
young  to  know  qinch  of  these  matters — that, 

{>revioasly,  but  nearly  at  the  same  time  of  my 
eaving  that  Administration,  a  certfun  wise 
man  from  the  East  joined  i^  who  soon  after 
went  off  to  Canwla,  tinder  strong  suspidon  of 
felony ;  and  this  was  soon  followed  by  a  cer- 
tain gentleman's  giving  his  adhenon,  who  bad 
before  been  violently  opposed  to  it,  and  to  all 
its  bwt  measnres.  Sir,  I  have  not  Uie  least 
ol^ection  to  its  bong  aud  of  me,  that  I  sepa- 


rated myself  from  Hr.  Jefferson,  when  Barna- 
bas Bidwell  and  John  Quincy  Adams  Jmsed 

him. 

Some  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  ^sooni- 
ant  materiaU  of  the  present  Oppo8iti<Ki.  Sir, 
they  are  somewhat  discordant — at  kast  they 
have  been  so.  Bnt  are  tiiey  more  so  tituai  tM 
adherente  of  the  present  Administration,  or  the 
materials  of  the  Administration  itself?  Sir,  I 
well  remember  almost  the  first  propitiatioD  (the 
first  was  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus)  which  be 
who  is  now  the  President  of  the  United  States 
made  to  Hr.  Jefferson  and  his  party.  It  was 
an  attempt  to  run  down  the  present  Chief  Jos- 
tjce.  The  right  of  John  Smith  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  was  .made  the  peg  to  hang  it  on.  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  tne  whole  reason  why  I 
have  opposed  the  Administration  since  that 
time,  and  may  again,  if,  accor^ng  to  my  judg- 
ment, they  shall  not  consult  the  good  o€  tM 
country.  It  is,  sir,  simply  because  I  am  for 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders — of  whom  I 
am  one — as  opposed  to  those  of  the  pres^doit, 
directors,  and  cashiers ;  and  I  have  the  ri^^t  <j 
speaking  my  opinion,  and  shall  exercise  % 
uionsh  It  happen  to  he  against  the  greatest  and 
prondest  names. 

Sir,  I  am  no  judge  of  human  motives :  that 
is  the  attribute  of  the  Kamo  which  I  will  not 
take  in  vain — the  attribute  of  Him  who  rules 
in  heaven,  or  who  becomes  incarnate  apon 
earth— mere  man  can  claim  no  snch  exemption. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  my  own  motives  do  not 
partake  of  their  full  ^are  of  the  infirmity  o< 
onr  common  nature— bat  of  those  infimutiea, 
neither  avarice  nor  ambition  form  one  wto  in 
the  composition  of  my  present  motives.  SSr^ 
what  can  the  country  do  for  me  t  Poor  as  I 
am — for  I  am  much  poorer  than  I  have  be«n — 
impoverished  by  unwise  legislation — I  still 
have  nearly  as  much  as  I  know  how  to  use — 
more,  certainly,  than  I  have  at  all  tiines  made 
a  good  use  of — and,  as  for  power,  what  chaims 
can  it  have  for  one  like  me  t  Sir,  if  power 
had  been  my  object,  I  must  have  been  lesa  sa- 
gacious than  my  worst  enemies  have  represent- 
ed me  to  be,  (unless,  indeed,  those  who  would 
have  kindly  shut  me  up  in  bedlam.)  if  I  had 
not  obtained  it.  I  may  appeal  to  all  mj  fHoids 
to  say  whether  "there  have  not  been  timet 
when  I  stood  in  such  favor  in  the  closet,  that 
there  must  have  been  something  very  extrava- 
gant and  unreasonable  in  my  wishes,  if  tbey 
might  not  all  have  been  gratified."  "Was  H 
office  t  TVhat,  sir,  to  drudge  in  yonr  laborato- 
ries in  the  Departments,  or  to  be  at  the  tul  of 
the  eofft  diplomatiqve  in  Europe  f  Alas,  sor, 
in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  water  would  be 
more  acceptable.  Sir,  what  can  the  country 
{^ve  me  that  I  do  not  possess  in  the  oonfidmee 
of  snoh  constitnents  as  no  man  evw  had  be- 
fore! Sir,  I  could  retire  to  my  own  patiim»- 
nial  trees,  where  I  might  see  the  nm  rise  and 
set  in  peace.  Sir,  as  I  was  retunfing,  the  other 
evening,  from  the  Capitol,  I  saw — what  has 
been  a  rare  sight  hen  this  wint«v-tfae  sbb 
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dipping  his  brcwd  diao  among  the  trees  behind 
those  Yirgiuia  hills,  not  allaying  his  glowing 
ule  in  the  steep  Atlantic  stream — and  I  asked 
myself  with  this  Book  of  Katnre  nnrolled 
b^ore  me,  I  was  not  the  most  foolish  of  men 
to  be  Btroggling  and  scaffliog  here,  in  this  heat- 
ed and  impure  atmosphere,  where  the  plaj  is 
not  worth  the  candle;  bnt  then  the  tnith 
rushed  upon  mj  mind,  that  I  was,  rainlr,  per- 
baps,  bnt  honestly,  striving  to  apbold  the  lib- 
erties (tf  the  people  irbo  sent  me  nere— yea,  sir 
— ^for  can  those  liberiies  oo-exist  with  oormp- 
tionl  At  the  very  worst,  the  qnestion  recora, 
irhich  will  the  more  effectually  destroy  them, 
oollnsion,  hargiun,  and  cormption  here,  or  a 
military  despotism !  When  can  that  be  estab- 
liiJied  over  os  ?  NoTer,  till  the  Oo  ogress  has 
become  odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people — sir,  I  have  learned  from  the  high- 
est of  sJl  anthority,  that  the  first  step  towards 
pQtting  on  inoomiption  is  the  putting  off  eor- 
rnptioo.  That  recollection  nerves  me  in  the 
present  contest;  for  I  know  that,  if  we  snc- 
oeed,  I  shall  hcdd  over  the  head  of  those  who 
Bocceed  the  present  incumbent,  a  rod,  which 
they  will  not  dare,  even  if  they  had  the  inoU- 
nanon,  to  disob«r.  They  will  txemUe  at  the 
ponislunent  of  their  predecessors.  Sir,  if  we 
enooeed,  we  shall  restore  the  constitution — we 
iAtall  redress  the  ii^ury  done  to  the  people — we 
shfdl  regenerate  the  countiy.  If  the  Adminis- 
tration which  ensues  shall  be  as  bad  as  the 
character  of  the  oppo^g  candidate  (Gteneral 
Jacksou)  is  represented  by  his  bitterest  foes  to 
be,  still  I  baa  rather  it  were  in  the  seat  of 
power  than  the  present  dynasty,  because  it  will 
have  been  fairly  elected.  The  fbuntun  of  its 
Authority  will  not  have  been  poisoned  at  the 
source.  But,  sir,  if  we  perish  under  the  spas- 
modie  efforts  of  those  now  in  power  to  rein- 
state tlmmsdves  on  the  throne,  onr  ftte  will  be 
a  aaored  on»— and  who  wonld  wish  to  sorriTe 
it? — there  will  be  notiiing  left  in  the  country 
worth  any  man's  possession.  If,  after  such  an 
appeal  as  has  been  made  lo  the  people,  and  a 
majori^  has  been  brought  into  this  and  the 
other  House  of  Congress,  this  Administration 
shall  be  able  to  triumph,  it  will  prove  that 
there  is  a  rottenness  in  onr  institations,  which 
ought  to  render  them  unworthy  of  any  man's 
regard — air,  my  "  churchyard  cough  "  ^ves  me 
the  solemn  warning,  that,  whatever  part  I  shall 
take  in  the  chase,  f  may  £ul  of  being  in  at  the 
death— I  shonld  think  myself  the  basest  and 
the  meanest  of  men — caze  not  what  the  opin- 
ion of  the  woiid  n^ht  be— I  shonld  know  my- 
self to  be  a  Booondra),  and  should  not  oare  who 
else  knew  it.  if  Z  oonld  permit  any  motive, 
connected  with  the  division  of  the  spoil  to 
mingle  in  this  matter  with  my  poor,  but  best 
exertions  for  the  welfare  of  my  country.  If 
gentiemen  suppose  I  am  ^ving  pledges,  they 
are  mistaken — I  ^ve  none — they  are  entitled 
to  none — and  I  give  none.  Sir,  I  shall  retire 
npon  my  own  resources— I  will  go  back  to  the 
bosom  of  mj  oonatitnenta— to  such  constitn- 
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«its  as  man  never  bad  before,  and  nerer  will 
have  again — and  I  shall  receive  from  them  the 
only  reward  that  I  ever  looked  for,  but  the 
highest  that  man  can  receive — the  universal 
expression  of  their  approbation — of  their  thanks. 
I  snail  read  it  in  uieir  beaming  faces — I  shall 
feel  it  In  their  gratulating  hands.  The  venr 
chUdren  will  climb  around  my  knees  to  wel- 
come  me.  And  shall  I  give  up  them,  and  thist 
And  for  what  f  For  the  heartless  amusements, 
and  vaidd  pleasures,  and  tarnished  honors,  of 
this  abode  of  splendid  misery,  and  of  shabby 
splendor  ?  For  a  clerkship  in  the  War  Office^ 
or  a  Foreign  Mission,  to  danoe  attendanoe 
abroad,  instead  of  at  home — or  even  for  a  De- 
partment itself?  Sir,  thirty  years  make  sad 
changes  in  a  man.*  When  I  first  was  honored 
with  their  confidence,  I  was  a  very  young 
man,  and  my  constituents  stood  in  almost  pa- 
rental relation  to  roe,  and  I  received  from  them 
the  indulgence  of  a  beloved  son.  But  the  old 
patriarchs  of  that  day  have  been  gathered  to 
their  fathers — some  adults  remain,  whom  I  look 
upon  as  my  brethren ;  but  the  far  greater  port 
were  children — little  children — or  have  oomo 
into  tiie  world  nnce  my  public  life  began.  I 
know  among  them  grandAtiiers,  and  men  mus> 
ter-firee,  who  were  Doys  at  school,  when  I  fint 
took  my  seat  in  Congress.  Time,  the  mls^tir 
reformer  and  innovator,  has  silently  and  uow- 
ly,  but  surely,  changed  the  relation  between 
OS ;  and  I  now  stand  to  them,  in  loco  parentity 
in  the  place  of  a  father,  and  receive  from  tiiem 
a  truly  filial  reverence  and  regard.  Tes,  sir, 
they  are  my  children — who  resent,  with  the 
quick  love  of  children,  all  my  wrongs,  real  or 
supposed.  To  them  I  shall  return,  if  we  are 
defeated,  for  ail  of  consolation  that  awaits  me 
on  this  side  of  the  grave.  I  feel  that  I  hang  to 
existence  bnt  by  a  sin^e  hair — that  the  sword 
of  Damocles  is  soqiended  over  me^ 

If  we  sneoeed,  we  shall  hare  given  a  new 
lease  to  the  life  ctf  the  constitution.  Bn^ 
should  we  fall,  I  warn  gentiemeir  not  to  pour 
out  their  regrets  on  General  JacJkson.  He  will 
be  the  first  to  disdain  them.  The  object  of  onr 
cause  has  been,  not  to  ridse  Andrew  Jackson  to 
the  Preeddency — ^be  his  merits  what  they  may 
— its  object  has  been  the  signid  and  condign 
punishment  of  those  public  servants,  on  whom, 
if  they  be  not  gnilty,  the  very  strongest  Bosgi' 
oion  <ff  goilt  mnst  ever  justly  rest. 


Batusdat,  Febroary  8. 
Sgtrenehmsnt, 
The  Qoose  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resfdutioni  of  ICr.  CmLTOv,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Hr.  Blaxi,  as 
modified. 

Ifr.  SxBGSANT  said  he  should  be  sorry  to. 
have  it  known  how  much  difficulty  he  had  had 
to  overcome  the  repugnance  he  felt  to  make  any 
demand  npon  the  time  and  attention  of  tJ^e 
House  in  this  debate.  If  known  to  others,  to 
tiie  extent  he  had  felt  it  himself  he  was  afireid 
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It  wonld  be  denned  an  nbeolnte  veaknesB.  He 

had  beeiL,  for  some  time,  he  said,  oat  of  the 
House.  Great  changes  had  taken  place  in  its 
oompontion  during  that  period.  There  were 
man;  members  to  whom  he  was  a  straoger.  It 
seemed  to  him  also,  that  there  was  a  change  in 
the  kind  of  demand  thej  made  on  each  other. 
Ifothing  appeared  to  him  likely  to  engage  the 
attention  of  tiie  Honse— Jnd^g  from  what  he 
had  witnessed — nnless  it  was  piqaant,  bighlj 
seasoned,  and  pointed  with  individual  and  per- 
sonal allotion.  For  this,  he  was  neither  pre- 
pared nor  qnalified.  He  would  Uk^  np  as  little 
time  as  ponible,  and,  as  &r  as  he  oonid,  would 
avoid  all  topics  that  were  Ukelj  to  irritate  and 
inflame.  He  would  not  here  treat  of  the  great 
qveetion  which  u^tates  the  people  of  this  na- 
non,  and  npon  which,  as  one  of  the  people,  he 
had  a  dedded  opinion.  If  tonohed  at  all,  it 
would  be  incideDtally,  as  the  nataral  consa- 
cpence  of  remarks  upon  the  sabjeet  before  the 
Honse,  and  of  the  facts  he  shonla  have  to  state, 
and  not  as  a  principal  point. 

It  was  one  thing,  he  said,  to  offer  a  resola- 
tioD  like  tiiat  under  consideration,  and  another 
to  Tote  npon  it  after  it  had  been  offered.  The 
genUeman  from  Kmtackj,  hoped,  wonld 
oonddor  Um  aa  speaking  with  entare  respect 
fttr  his  motiT«s  and  Ti«w&  Ba^  for  Mmself, 
he  most  say,  that  he  Qb.  S.)  would  not  have 
oflbred  the  resolution  {  jet,  being  brought  for- 
ward, he  wonld  not  Tote  to  lay  it  npon  the 
table,  nor  to  make  any  other  disposition  of  it, 
tiiat  woald  prevent  the  proposed  inquiry  fivm 
having  a  fttl  disonsn<m  and  ft-ee  coarse.  The 
reasons  for  both  these  ooiiolunons  appeared  to 
lum  to  be  perfeetiy  satis&ctory. 

He  would  not,  he  said,  have  proposed  suoh  a 
resolution,  because  he  thought  it  must  be  un- 
availing. It  was  too  extenrive  for  any  practi- 
oal  purpose— it  aimed  at  too  maoh.  It  «m- 
hnuwd  the  iriiole  buriness  of  Congress.  It 
VM  our  dQfy,  he  said,  to  take  care  that  the 
pnUlo  aflUra*  wen  carried  on.  Id  the  most 
profitable  manner  for  the  people,  and  with  the 
least  pnblio  burthen.  And  this  was  not  pe- 
culiarly the  du^  of  Oongrees  at  any  one  time, 
bat  at  all  times.  It  was  the  great  end  and  ob- 
ject of  our  labors  and  our  care,  and  on^t  to 
be  of  daily  application  by  all  of  us.  He  thought 
it  too  much,  to  devolve  upon  a  sinrie  commit- 
tee the  whole  of  that  which  was  the  common 
concern  and  care  of  Congress. 

He  thought  it  unnecessary.  Every  inquiry 
proposed  by  this  resolution,  was  already  pro- 
vided for,  in  accordance  with  the  dnbr  of  the 
House,  by  tiie  appointment  itf  commutees,  to 
rive  effect  to  the  great  guards  of  the  constitn- 
tikm,  within  th^  respective  spheres.  Ho  mon- 
ey can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasni?,  but  in  pur- 
snanoe  of  appropriations  made  by  law.  Ko 
officer  can  be  appointed,  but  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  constitution  or  the  laws.  Ko  salary 
can  be  affixed  to  an  office  but  by  the  same  war- 
not  The  Oommlttee  of  Wajs  and  ICeans— « 


standing  oonmtttoe  of  the  House— «cts  upoo 
estimatM  fiimished  by  every  department  of  tbi 
Government.  "When  cdled  upon  to  report  ^ 
propriaticms,  th^  compare  these  estimates  in& 
fflristing  laws  and  existing  exigoieies,  and  re- 
port only  such  as  are  justified  by  law.  Vbca 
they  report  the  appropriation  bills,  each  item 
of  them  is  subject  to  the  revision  of  eraj 
member  of  this  House.  The  annual  approfwik- 
tion  bill  brings  every  thinf^  under  review.  Tbe 
House  itself  is  to  examine  xa  detail,  and  see  that 
all  is  in  conformity  with  the  law.  Hare  we 
not,  too,  committees  on  the  expcDditorw  «f 
each  Departmentt  And  a  Oranndttee  on  the 
Pnb^  £xpenditiirea,  to  make  a  Uttuud  exsnh 
ination,  and  see  that  the  mraen  have  beta 
faitlifiiuy  iqwlied,  according  to  uie  ap^Rvpris- 
tions,  and  iuUy  accounted  fort  He  wonld  not 
speak  at  present  of  the  manner  in  which  Coo- 
gress  makes  appropriati<His,  nor  how  the;  in 
to  be  accounted  for,  partienlariy  the  contingnt 
fond  of  this  House,  or  of  any  of  the  Deptrt- 
mente.  But  he  would  say  thi^if  there  be  m; 
appointment  not  authorized  by  law,  or  any 
ary  paid,  which  the  law  does  not  antiioriie,  kC 
the  specific  abuse  be  pointed  out,  and  traced  t« 
its  source,  so  that  the  offence  and  the  offender 
m^  be  known.  He  knew  of  none  sndi. 

There  was  stfll  anotiier  reastm  why  bs  abodd 
not  have  brou^t  forward  such  a  nsdutiu— 
he  apoke  nneerely,  and,  after  listening  to  tlu 
debate,  as  well  as  making  some  examinatioe 
for  himself—there  was  no  bans  laid  for  the 
resotation,  as  there  ought  to  be^  by  diovii^ 
thst  there  was  abuse  or  extravagant  expendi- 
tnre,  or  such  a  state  of  things  as  rendered  i 
general  inquiry  necessary,  eitber  for  the  par- 
pose  of  immediate  C(»Teoticm,  or,  as  had  beea 
mtimated,  to  procure  materials  for  a  more  pro- 
pitions  moment.  The  stmctare  of  this  Gov- 
ernment was  not  the  work  of  a  d^y.  He  did 
not  n>eak  of  the  otHotttatitHi,  but  of  the  ftbiit 
whion  had  been  oonstrncted  under  the  eoufi- 
tution,  for  eflbetuating  its  great  purposes.  B 
bad  not  been  bnilt  up  at  one  time,  but  by  nw- 
cesnve  and  oonttoned  exertiims  of  saeaenfe 
Legislatures.  It  was  not  the  work  of  one  pir^ 
but  of  all  the  parties  which  had  existed  in  the 
United  Btates.  Begun  by  one,  extended  sod 
enlsi^^  by  another;  at  one  time,  perli^H^ 
carried  too  far,  and  tiien  somewhat  reouoed,  eo 
as  to  adapt  it  to  the  state  of  the  ooontiT.  Bat 
in  such  reduction,  always  following  uia  onlj 
course  that  can  lead  to  any  practi<»l  result- 
that  of  examining  it  item  by  item,  mod  piece  lif 
piece.  It  was  not  now  the  possession  of  ob» 
set  of  men,  nor  of  one  party,  but  (tf  the  wbolt 

Seople  of  the  United  States,  by  whose  imm^ 
iate  Representatives  it  had  thus  been  con- 
stracted.  The  L^slature  was  created  hj  fhe 
confititution — ^its  pay  and  expenses  are  regu- 
lated by  itselt  TtiQ  Executive  too,  was  estil)- 
lished  by  the  constitotion.  The  saboadisite 
facers  have  been  created  by  GoDgrees,  asd^ 
oreased  acoording  to  the  growing  wants  cfdoa 
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ezpandiog  nation.  Their  pay  and  emoloments 
hare  been  fixed  hj  Oongress.  Eren  the  nom- 
ber  of  clerkt  in  each  Department,  and  the  paj 
of  every  clerk,  is  regulated  and  aseertuned  hj 
law.  It  had,  indeed,  been  remarked  bj  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that 
the  contiogent  expenses  of  this  Honse  bad  in- 
creased in  a  mnoh  greater  ratio  than  its  n um- 
bers ;  that,  in  twent/  years,  the  numbers  of 
the  members  had  only  doubled,  and  the  ex- 
penses were  nearly  qnadmpled.  Thu  mattw 
is  entirdy  under  the  regnbuoa  of  the  House. 
If  the  expense  be  too  great,  let  it  be  checked 
and  controlled,  by  limiting,  if  it  be  possible, 
those  branches  of  service  which  occanon  the 
expense.  But  he  did  not  believe  the  numerical 
argument  precisely  correct,  or  that,  in  this 
case,  2  and  2  wonid  necessarily  only  make  four. 
When  it  was  considered  that  this  confederation 
now  embraced  twenty  four  States,  and  three 
Territories ;  when  we  considered  the  extent  of 
the  country,  and  the  space  through  whidi  in- 
fonnatiim  was  to  be  diffused;  he  thought  it 
wonld  be  a  great  error  to  suppose  the  expeDses 
would  increase  onlr  according  to  tiie  increase 
ui  the  number  of  Representatives.  He  rather 
thought,  that,  Uke  tlie  price  of  plate,  glass,  or 
diamonds,  they  would  increase  in  somewhat  of 
a  getnnetrioal  ratio.  The  greater  part  of  the 
expense,  bowever,  it  was  obvious  was  incurred 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  information,  and  this 
was  an  object  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
sacrificed  for  the  purpose  of  savmg  expense. 

The  establtshmento  of  the  country  had  been 
formed  in  the  same  way — the  Army,  the  Navy, 
the  foreign  Interconrse,  On  what  basis  do 
they  stand  i  Each  on  the  footing  upon  which 
it  has  been  deliberately  placed  by  Congress, 
after  oareftUly  oonridering  what  die  public  ser- 
vice required,  and  what  uey  were  respectively 
worth.  There  may  have  been  error — nothing 
bunum  U  exempt  feora  liability  to  error.  Some- 
times, however,  it  is  imputed  with  uqjust  se- 
vnily.  But,  if  there  be  error,  let  it  be  pointed 
ottt,  examined,  and  corrected.  There  let  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  ajpply  the  remedy,  at  tb» 
point  where  the  evil  exists. 

There  was  an  additional  reason  why  he 
wonld  not  have  offered  mok  a  resolution,  and 
especially  at  the  present  moment.  He  would 
state  it  freely.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  say,  that  be  had  no  donbt  the  reso- 
Innon  was  flur^  and  honestly  meant,  and  for 
the  direct  porpoae  for  wlucb  the  mover  bimsdf 
bad  stated.  He  (the  mover)  thought,  and  some 
of  his  constitaents  thought,  that  there  were 
points  In  which  reform  was  necessary,  and  that 
they  might  tie  embraced  by  a  gene^  inquiry. 
Bnt  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  objection  to  mmself  bringing 
forward  such  a  resolution  was  this :  a  generu 
allegation  of  extravagance  and  abuse,  snoh  as 
the  resolution  seems  to  apply,  cannot  be  ac- 
curatdy  and  satisfactorily  met  It  Is  Impossi- 
ble, whatever  may  be  the  foot,  to  give  it  a  d»- 
mnutmtivft  xeflitatlon,  beoann  it  preaflota  no 
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specific sulfjeotfordiscnsmon.  Itmaydoharm: 
it  is  caloulated  to  spread  abroad  an  opinion  that 
abuse  and  extravagance  exist,  and  are  allowed 
here,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  under  the  very 
eye  of  Oongress.  It  was  calculated  to  weaken 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Qovem- 
ment — not  to  the  Adminisbittion — ^he  did  not 
mean  that — not  to  this  set  of  men  in  power,  or 
to  that  set  of  men — ^but  to  the  Government  it- 
sdf ;  and  to  ^ve  point  to  an  inquiry  be  bad 
seen  in  a  new^>^>erwi1b  great  regret— of  what 
advantage  or  use  is  tbis  Government  to  the 
people  f  — This  is  etpetaaUj  the  ease  where  the 
auction  includes  ourselves. 

There  was  one  part  of  the  reacdntion  to  which 
he  had  the  strongiest  rnnignance  as  a  8ut({ect  ctf 
discus^on.  He  never  had  discussed  it,  and  be 
did  not  think  be  ever  would.  He  referred  to 
the  inquiry  about  our  own  pay.  The  amount 
of  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  has  never 
been  altered  but  once  ^ce  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  (Mr.  Randolph — Twice.)  Twice 
altered  the  mode  of  oomp«isation,  the  amount 
bnt  onoe.  ^e  per  diem  now  allowed  was  In- 
tended to  be  abont  equal  in  anbstance  (be  had 
no  exact  calculation)  to  the  per  anaom  allowed 
by  the  oompensatitm  law.  Two  dfdlors  a  dar 
and  no  more  bod  been  added  to  tiie  pay  fixed 
at  the  organization  of  the  Government  This 
could  not  be  deemed  an  extravagant  or  exor* 
bltant  addition.  He  looked  back,  he  said,  to 
the  perio<l  of  that  law  (compensation  law)  with 
great  regret.  Not  tiiat  he  thought  the  per  an- 
num compensation  injurious  in  principle,  or 
wrong  in  amount,  bnt  he  regretted  extremely 
that  the  public  mind  should  have  been  agitated 
as  it  was  by  such  a  question.  He  would  rather 
have  foregone  any  advantage  to  Mmself.  Ko : 
the  odnntage  was  not  worth  estimating — he 
would  rather  bave  foregme  the  whole  toe 
the  time,  than  bave  been  instmmental  in  Auv 
oiahing  such  a  caaae  for  r^ret 

Matters  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  neoo^ 
sarily  sounded  in  figures.  He  wonld  not  ooo.- 
tradlct  tbose  who  seemed  to  think  that  even 
figures  might  deceive ;  but  he  would  say  that 
he  did  not  know  bow  such  a  subject  could  be 
understood  without  resorting  to  them.  It  was 
a  matter  of  calculation  after  all ;  and  nothing 
but  calculation,  however  tedious  tiie  process, 
would  read  to  sure  results.  He  did  not  intend 
to  restrict  binudf;  in  this  inqoiry,  to  the  term 
of  tbe  present  Administration.  Bwinninc 
with  the  peace,  when  tiie  nation  was  liberated 
from  the  extraordinary  demands  of  war,  he 
would  embrace  the  whole  period  of  the  last  Ad- 
ministration, (which  one  geotieman  bad  said 
he  thought  was  wasteful  and  prodigal,)  and  aa 
muoh  of  the  time  of  the  present  Administration 
as  had  already  expired,  in  order  to  show  thai 
there  had  been,  and  still  continned  to  be,  a 
wise  and  economical  management  of  the  aflEtira 
of  the  country.  What  had  been  aeoCHnidiBhed 
during  that  period? 

IVuu  the  Tkeaniy  report  of  1618,  ai^peart 
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that  the  pnbUo  debt  was  then  eatimated  <80tb 
September,  1815)  at       -      $110,685,1»8  46 

"  Snl^ect,"  the  reports  adds. 
'*to  considerable  ohanges  and 
ftdditlona,'*  eatimated  at  -         7,000,000  00 

Hakbg  a  total  of  -      tl26.685,658  46 


There  were,  berides,  large  floating  cl^ms 
srowiag  out  of  the  war,  for  which  Congress 
naa  beoi  oUioed,  from  time  to  time,  to  make 
^OTiuon.  The  publio  debt,  therefore,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1818,  was,  in  roond  nmnbers,  one  hnndred 
and  twenty  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
What  is  it  now  1  Kominallj,  siztj-seven  mil- 
liona.  But,  of  thia  aggregate,  seven  mlUiona 
were  the  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  we  have  the  same  amount  in 
■tock  of  eqnal  or  of  greater  value.  Deduct  that 
■am,  and  the  total  debt  ia  but  sixty  millions. 
So  that,  during  the  period  of  about  twelve 
years,  beginning  immediately  aftier  the  war, 
there  hiu  been  an  extingaiuiment  of  debt  to 
the  amount  rather  more  ttun  ^y-nx  mil- 
HonB.  Bat  tiiia  ia  not  all.  There  has  been 
oreatedf  during  the  aame  time,  a  debt  of  five 
milliooa  of  doflan  to  purchase  Elorida— t^iat  is, 
to  pay  the  daims  of  our  own  citizens,  atipnlated 
by  the  treaty  with  Spun  to  be  paid  as  the  price 
<M  that  pnrebase.  This  sum  being  added,  aa  it 
ought  to  be,  then  Is  an  aggregate  of  seventy- 
one  milliona,  or  nearly  tix  millions  of  dollars  a 
year,  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  besides 
paying  the  interest  of  the  debt,  the  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  making  liberal  provisions 
for  the  public  servioe.  This  is  something.  But 
much  more  had  been  done.  For  what  be  was 
abcmt  to  say,  he  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  Ways  and  Means  in  the  year 
1810.  At  the  head  of  that  oommittee  was  a 
gentleman  who  oould  not  be  remembered  with- 
out fedings  of  deep  regret  at  the  public  loss 
nstained  by  his  early  luath.  He  possessed,  in 
an  uncommon  du^ree,  the  confidenoe  of  this 
H<}nfle,  and  he  well  deserved  it.  With  so  much 
knowledge,  and  with  powers  which  enabled 
him  to  delight  and  to  instruct  the  Houm,  there 
was  united  so  much  gentleness  and  kindness, 
and  such  real  unaffected  modesty,  that  yon 
were  already  prepared  to  be  subdued  before  he 
exerted  hia  commanding  powers  of  argument. 
He  spoke,  he  sud,  of  t£e  public  loss.  As  to 
the  individual  himsdfl  (the  late  WilHam 
Lowade%  of  South  Oarcdina,)  he  had  lived 
long  enough  to  aoqoire  the  beet  possible  repu- 
tation— a  reputation  earned  by  a  well-nient 
lUb.  But  to  return  to  the  immediate  subject. 
It  appeared  from  the  report,  that,  at  the  period 
referred  to,  (1816,)  there  was  a  direct  tax  of 
more  than  five  millions  and  a  half;  there 
were  internal  taxes,  consisting  of  licenses  to 
distillers,  tax  on  carnages,  licenses  to  retailers, 
auction  dntaea,  tax  on  furniture,  on  manufac- 
tures, excise  on  distilled  spirits,  and  increased 
postage  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  mak- 
ing an  aggr^ato  of  more  than  twelve  milliona 
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and  a  half  of  didlara.  f^mn  all  thia  weiglitcf 
burOien,  the  people  of  tlua  country  had  been 
reUeved.  Above  twelve  milliona  and  a  liilf 
of  revenue  had  been  surrendered.  Yet  tbe  in- 
terest of  t^e  pnblio  debt,  amoanting,  at  tlte 
beginning  of  the  period,  to  more  than  ni  mil- 
Uona  of  dollars  per  annum,  had  been  duly  paid; 
the  claims  growing  out  of  the  war,  of  TCty 
large  amount,  had  been  paid ;  the  Army  estai»- 
lishment  supported ;  toe  Navy  maintained 
and  augmented ;  a  system  of  fortifioatioDs  e>- 
taUiahed  and  proaeonted,  commenaurate  with 
the  wants  of  the  oountiy;  Uie  daima  under  the 
treat7  with  Spidn  had  been  satisfied ;  the  rej<- 
ular  operations  of  the  Oovemmeoit  carried  on; 
and,  besides  occasional  f^propriatiuis  by  Coo- 
gress,  a  permanent  provision  (a  heavy  draof^t 
on  the  Tt^asury  but  well  applied)  had  been 
made  for  adding  to  the  comforts  of  the  de- 
clining years  of  &e  veterans  of  the  Revdutioo. 
Someuiing,  not  inconsiderable,  too,  had  beeo 
done  in  internal  improvement.  Ajid,  dttri^ 
the  same  period  as  he  had  already  stated,  ser- 
enty  millions  had  been  paid  off  of  the  prindpal 
of  tiie  public  debt.  Of  this  amount  be  thoa^t 
it  proper  to  add,  more  than  sixteen  miOioBi 
(pnnoipal  of  the  public  debt)  bad  been  pud 
during  the  present  Administraticm. 

A  Government  which  has  effected  thi^  ha 
said,  wonld  seem  to  be  entitled  to  the  praisa 
of  being  wise  and  eocmomical,  at  least  until  the 
contrary  appeared  by  some  proof  <tf  experieiMKb 
And  what  is  oar  position  now  f  There  is  no 
internal  tax,  no  direct  burthen — the  expeaw 
of  our  Government  are  entirely  defrayed  by 
the  indirect  taxation  of  the  customs.  We  are 
in  tlie  fall  enjoyment  of  civil,  reli^ous,  and  polit- 
ical liberty,  to  an  extent  without  example ;  and 
last,  not  least,  thaw  la  as  mnoh  abatlttam  oo 
the  part  of  the  Government,  the  exerriseef 
its  powera  over  individuals,  as  can  posably  be 
observed :  much  greater  than  any  known  Gov- 
ernment ever  did,  or  now  does  observe.  Te 
enjoy  under  it  ample  protection,  and  yet  ve 
never  feel  its  preasnre.  We  know  of  its  exist- 
ence only  by  the  benefito  it  confers. 

Out  of  the  income  and  revenue  of  the  comt- 
try,  ton  milliona  a  year  are  irrevocably  destined 
as  a  sinking  fund,  to  extingnish  the  public  debt 
The  process  is  rapidly  going  on.  He  would 
repeat  the  accurate  and  satisfaotoiy  statemeot 
which  bad  been  made  by  his  colleague^  (Ur, 
dnwABT.)  The  annual  af^ropriatatm  is  BHct 
than  soffif^t  to  cff  the  debts  at  the  period 
when,  by  the  tenna  of  tbe  aereral  loaut  it  is 
redeemable.  The  whole  may  be  paid  <tf  hi  tbe 
year  1886,  and  a  large  surplus  accumulated  in 
the  Treasury,  After  that  period,  the  present 
revenue  will  exceed,  by  at  least  ten  miltiMtf  at 
dollars,  the  wonte  of  the  Govemmeoti  and  may 
be  accordingly  reduced.  Such  is  our  oon& 
tion,  and  suui  our  prospects. 

But  there  is  other  proof,  more  predae,  and 
some  respects,  more  Batiahotm7,  upon  tbis 
point  of  wise  economy.   What  are  the 
expenditores  of  the  Government,  the  pslifio 
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debt  inohided  t  Let  as  take  the  year  1828.  It 
affords  a  better  basis  than  the  year  jast  ended, 
because  it  is  all  matter  of  exact  knowledge,  and 
DO  part  estimated.  The  whole  ezpeDditore  is 
aboat  twentr-foar  millions  of  dollars.  The 
population  of  the  United  States  at  the  present 
moment  is  not  exactly  known.  Bat,  npon  the 
lowest  estimate  that  can  be  reasonably  formed, 
this  ezpenditare  is  less  than  two  dollars  for 
each  individaal  composing  it  How  then  can 
it  be  sapposed,  as  it  seemed  to  be  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vii^ia,  (Mr.  ThotoS  that  the 
comparison  with  other  ooontries  woald  be  dtaad- 
Tantageoos  to  asl  There  is  no  eonnmrisoii  in 
the  case.  Take  the  Government  of  En^and, 
for  example.  /The  taxation  there,  accordmg  to 
the  latest  statement  I  hare  seen,  taking  an 
average  of  five  years,  ending  in  183S,  is  no  less 
than  fifty-three  millions  sterling,  and  the  pa- 
rochial taxes  are  stated  at  seven  millions  more, 
making  a  total  of  sixty  millions.  This  is  eqnal 
to  three  pounds  sterling  a  head  of  the  whole  pop- 
ulation, or  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  fif- 
teen dollars  a  head.  Bat  he  anderstood  the 
member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  say,  that 
we  mnst  add  tbe  expense  of  oar  State  Govern- 
ments and  local  chai^ies,  uid,  these  being  added, 
oar  Government  vonld  appear  to  be  an  ex- 
pendve  one.  In  the  State  which  he  (Ifr,  S.) 
Aad  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  there  were 
no  taxes  for  the  snpport  of  Goveniment.  The 
only  State  taxes  existing,  were  some  which 
had  been  recently  imposed,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  a  great  system  of  beneficial  im- 
provement, which  conld  not,  with  any  pro- 
priety, enter  into  the  calcolation.  The  proper 
expenses  of  the  State  Government  did  not,  ac- 
cording to  his  recollection — he  spoke  merely 
from  memory — exceed  ten  or  fifteen  cents  for 
each  of  the  people.  As  to  local  charges  of 
Tftrioas  kinds,  it  woald  be  aaiflment  to  say, 
Ouat,  if  they  were  to  be  added  on  one  ride,  they 
moat  also,  for  the  parpose  of  compariaon,  be 
added  on  the  otiier.  They  existed  everywhere. 
If  we  pay  in  oar  citi«  and  towns  for  paving,  Wght- 
ing  and  deanring^  are  they  exmipt  from  rimilar 
c^i^es  in  England  t  If  we  pay  for  water,  do 
not  they  pay  too  ?  These  charges  are,  in  fact, 
only  eqaivalents  for  comforts  we  obtain,  and 
which  are  better  and  more  cheaply  obtained 
by  common  oontrihation.  No  one 'is  exempt 
from  them.  He  who  lives  in  the  ooantry  mast 
either  forego  these  things  (some  of  them  he 
eannot  dispiaDM  with)  or  prooore  thwn  at  his 
own  expense.  He  miut  nnk  hia  own  wdl  to 
get  water,  and  it  wiU  cost  him  more.  He  most 
go  mtlif^ted  in  the  dcrk,  or  he  mast  carry  his 
own  light.  He  mnst  make  his  own  path.  If 
he  come  to  a  place  where  he  oannot  pat  down 
hia  foot,  he  mast  himself  lay  down  a  1(^  or  a 
stone  to  step  upon.  He  repeated,  therefore, 
that  these  chaivea,  local  ones,  were  only  eqaiv- 
alents for  oonuorts  which  coald  not  be  too 
cheaply  had  in  any  other  way.  They  were  no 
part  <i  the  present  calcnlation.  He  then  said 
thU  was  far  tiie  oheiyeBt  Qovemment— it  made 
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less  exaotiona  of  any  8<Hi  from  ihe  citizen. 
This  was  a  fair  gronnd  for  preeazning  that  it 
was  not  wasteful  or  extravagant. 

Nowj  sir,  siud  he,  let  os  see  how  this  annaal 
expenditure  is  distribated.  That  will  be  coming 
nearer  to  the  very  point  in  qaestion,  and  will  af- 
ford sattsfactory  information.  The  total  expen- 
diture, rejecting  fractions,  was  twenty-fonr  mil- 
lions. Ctf  this  amount,  nearly  one-half,  that  is, 
eleven  millions,  were  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  priDci]Ml  and  interest  the  public  debt, 
Fot  the  military  establishment,  including  forti- 
ficaticau  and  mlitur  pennons,  milUou  two 
hundred  thoaaoDd  dollars,  for  the  navy  torn 
millioDfl  two  hundred  thoosand  dollars.  All 
these  are  expenditores  neoessaiy  for  cariTing 
into  effect  laws  made  npon  delibmite  oonnder- 
ation,  and  they  will  wmtinne  to  be  necessary 
until  Congress,  npon  the  same  deliberation,  shaU 
think  proper  to  redace  these  establif^ents.  or, 
(which  will  speedily  arrive,)  the  pnblie  debt 
shall  be  paid  off.  When  that  day  comes,  the 
necessary  expenditore,  and  of  coarse  the  requi- 
site revenne,  will  be  rednced  nearly  one-hal£ 
For  the  civU,  di[domatio  and  miscellaneous  «• 
penditure  of  the  Gomnnient,  it  q>pear8^  there- 
fore, that  there  is  left  oo^  abont  two  miUioos 
mx  hunted  tbouumd  d<^ar8,  or  a  little  mm 
than  one-tenth  part  of  the  whole  eipendltare. 

This  expenditare,  a  little  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  or  rather  more 
than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  expeniUture,  pro- 
vides for  Uie  following  objects :  The  wbMe  of 
the  Le^slatare  of  this  Union  of  tw^ity-four 
States,  contingent  expenses  iooladed :  the  whole 
of  the  Executive,  inclading  the  State,  Treasary, 
War,  and  Kavy  Departments ;  the  expenses  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  covering  a  greatw 
extent  of  temtfnj,  and  diffusing  a  greater 
amount  of  acooumMdation  than  any  otherknown 
establishment  of  that  kind :  ihe  snrreying  (tf 
the  pnblio  lands  f  tiie  Hint  eetablishment  ot 
the  United  States;  the  Governments  of  three 
territories :  the  whole  Judiciary  of  the  United 
States:  the  light-house  estaUishmoit :  the 
whole  of  tbe  expenses  of  our  for^gn  inter* 
course,  and  some  misoeUaneoos  items,  which, 
not  belonging  pr(^>erly  to  any  other  head,  an 
placed  andw  this. 

Is  it  not  rather  «m»*^Tig  that  a  Govemment| 
extending  over  twenty-four  States  and  three 
Territories,  embracing  so  large  a  space,  and  so 
great  a  population,  and  provi^ng  adequately 
for  an,  shoold  be  carried  on  at  so  small  an  ex- 
pense? In  other  parta  of  the  woM  it  would 
scarcely  be  oretUted.  Itdoeethehif^esthonw 
to  the  Government,  Coc^ress  in^nded.  It 
seems  to  me  to  show,  most  satisfaetorily,  that 
the  Government,  instituted  by  the  peoiue,  and 
for  the  people,  has,  np  to  this  moment,  bera 
true  to  its  appropriate  and  oharaoteristio  prin- 
oiple,  of  promoting  the  public  welfare— and 
tlutt  instead  of  being  surrounded,  as  some  have 
appeared  to  ima^ne,  by  extravaganoe  and 
abuses,  we  are  still  in  the  ptire  days  of  the 
BepuUio.  If  hereafto',  abases  should  occur ) 
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if  oomiptJons  ahoold  grow  up,  and  our  institn- 
tions  be  perverted  and  overthrown,  the  patriot 
— for  even  then  there  will  be  patriotB — will 
look  back  to  our  time  with  mingled  admiration 
and  regret,  as  a  portion  of  the  happy  and  hon- 
•stperiod  of  onr  history. 

He  Bud  he  had  been  very  mnoh  stntck  with 
a  remark  made  by  a  gentleman,  whom  he  was 
obliged  to  dedgnate  as  one  of  the  OppoaiUon — 
that  thia  was  not  a  favorable  time  for  retrench- 
ment If  retrenchment  were  neeeoBary  he  (Ifr. 
8.)  thonght  that  there  ooiild  be  no  more  &vor- 
able  time.  The  people  could  never  have  higher 
aecnrity  than  they  now  have.  For  we  are  sure 
that  this  Administration  will  be  cloaely  watch- 
ei  and  that  no  error,  however  slight,  will  be 
left  undetected  and  miexposed.  There  is  the 
moat  onceasiDg  vigilance.  There  has  not  been, 
there  will  not  be,  a  single  particular,  that  will 
escape  the  watchful  attention  of  Congress.  He 
did  not  mean  to  nay  that  its  vigilance  ever 
slumbered.  But,  assuredly,  it  can  never  be 
mora  wide  awake  and  active  than  when  stima- 
lated,  18  it  now  is,  W  tdie  feeling  which  are 
admitted  to  exist  There  is  all  the  ordinary 
vigilance  and  something  more.  How  then  can 
abuse,  always  obnoxious  to  the  censure  of  Oon- 
gress,  ho^  at  thia  time  partioalarly,  to  escape 
examination  and  exposure?  How  can  it  be 
believed  that  it  has  so  ^aped  ! 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  why  he 
would  not  have  felt  himself  bound  to  offer  such 
a  resolution.  They  were  not  reasons  for  op- 
posing it  when  offered  by  another,  but  rather 
for  jpving  it  the  fullest  and  freest  course.  If, 
in  any  quarter  of  the  country,  there  is  an  im- 
presuon  of  extravagance  or  abuse,  let  it  be  re- 
moved. J£,  said  he,  any  member  of  this  House 
desires  to  institute  a  general  inquiry,  however 
unpromising  I  may  think  it  on  aooount  of  its 
aiming  at  too  much,  I,  for  one,  will  not  with- 
hold from  him  the  opportnni^  tiioug^  the  mere 
inquiry  seems  to  mi^y  a  censure  upon  the 
Government  or  upon  some  Inaneh  of  it  Such 
an  investigation  is  a  very  weighty  oue.  It  re- 
quires a  carefhl  examination  of  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  the  Government,  and  of  all  its  parts. 
But  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, that  it  requires  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  Executive,  nor  any  oo-operation  at  all. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Ouolina  who  last 
addrmsed  the  House^  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  says  the 
keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Exeoutive,  and  he  speaks  of  the  Executive  as 
occupying  a  fortress  icaccessible  to  ns  without 
his  leave.  Sir,  the  keys  of  the  Treasury  are  in 
the  hands  of  this  House,  lodged  there  by  the 
constitution.  The  keys  of  every  Department 
are  in  the  hands  of  this  House.  Not  an  av- 
enue, part,  or  place  in  the  Government,  that  is 
not  open  to  us,  when  we  comm^d  it  to  be 
open.  We  have  an  unlimited  power  to  enter, 
examine,  and  inquire .  We  are  not  obliged  to 
trust  to  what  any  one'  may  tell  us,  nor  to  adopt 
the  representation  of  any  Head  of  a  Depart- 
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ment.  I  acknowledge — and  if  the  Administra- 
tion were  to  be  changed  to-morrow,  I  would 
make  the  same  acknowledgment — I  do  ac- 
knowledge that  one  concession  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  made — a  very  humble  conces- 
sion, indeed,  to  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  elevated  character  of 
the  men  who  fill  those  elevated  places — the 
concesuon  that  we  may  rdy  nput  uie  troth  of 
what  Ihey  tell  us,  in  matters  of  &ct.  As  tA 
opinion,  w«  can  form  it  for  oursdresL  Lea 
than  this  cannot  he  supposed  or  conoeded. 

There  were  other  reasons,  he  said,  why  ba 
had  not  voted  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table  and  would  not  do  so.  Such  a  vote  might 
be  interpreted  into  evidence  of  a  dispoaUom  to 
prevent  inquiry.  But,  especially,  he  could  not 
consent  to  such  a  vote,  when  tiie  motion  was 
accompanied  with  a  remark,  often  since  repeat- 
ed as  Qie  ^ond  of  it,  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  inquiry,  retrenchment,  or  reform. 
What  does  this  argument  amount  tot  What 
does  it  meant  It  means,  I  suppose,  what 
others  have  said — that  it  is  not  a  prw^dooi 
UHHuent;  that  we  cannot  expect  a  "otwual  eo- 
operation  "  on  the  part  of  the  Execndve ;  it  is 
pointed,  therefore,  directly  at  the  presoit  Ex- 
ecutive ;  it  is  a  charge  of  a  serious  nature,  cal- 
culated to  prejudice  the  Executive  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people,  and  to  bear  upon  the 
pending  election  of  President,  to  the  iqjnry  of 
one  of  me  candidates.  He  could  not  give  it  his 
sanction,  because  he  knew  notliiug  to  warrant 
it.  If  reform  and  retrenchment  were  proper 
and  necessary,  he  believed  the  present  Execu- 
tive would  give  us  his  aid  as  cheerfully  and  as 
effectually  as  tmy  we  could  have, 
'  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  Qb. 
Hamilton)  haa  ret^  fiwokly  ^ven  anotber  ver- 
sion  to  the  snggestum  that  this  is  not  the  tiuMb 
He  would  be  wilUng  now  to  collect  materials 
for  reform  and  retrenchment,  but  be  wmdd  not 
be  willing  now  to  make  reform  or  retrench- 
ment And  why  ?  Because  he  did  not  wish 
to  ^ve  the  merit  of  such  a  work  to  the  present 
Administration,  but  to  reserve  it  for  a  future 
Administration.  This  is  candid,  undonbtedly, 
but  it  is  unsound  doctrine.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolioa  will  be  obliged,  upon  re- 
flection, to  abandon  it.  Is  it  consistent  with 
the  duty  we  owe  to  the  people,  to  pos^KHie 
the  reform  of  abuses,  if  we  really  believe  it 
necessary,  in  order  that  we  mi^  strip  wie  Ad- 
ministration of  the  merit,  and  bestow  the  grace 
of  it  upon  another!  Is  it  not  our  first  dn^  to  do 
what  is  required  for  promoting  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  to  do  it  at  tbe  time  when  it  is  re- 
quired t  Can  we  justify  ourselves  in  delaying 
it  for  an;  consideration  whatever,  much  less 
for  such  a  one  as  that  which  had  been  stated  I 
He  thought  not.  It  would  be  entirely  at  va- 
riance with  every  notion  he  had  of  the  premier 
functions  of  Congress.  He  would  thercnnre 
say,  that,  so  fkr  as  tbe  motion  to  lay  upon  tbe 
table  was  calculated  to  do  ii^nry  to  the  preseDt 
Admiuistratton,  he  was  opposed  to  It  itt  dut 
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ground.  And  with  thie  declaration  he  was  rare 
the  ^tleman  from  SoQtb  Oarolina  was  too 
candid  to  find  any  fault.  80  far  as  sach  a  mo- 
tion was  calcnlated  to  prevent  or  to  retard  in- 
qnirj  or  reform,  or  had  the  appearance  of  being 
so  calculated,  be  was  opposed  to  it,  becaase  be 
woold  not  wUlini^  place  any  obstruction  in 
the  way. 

He  said  he  was  not  going  to  enter  into  the 
contest  of  elimination  and  recrimination  which 
had  been  carried  on  here.  He  felt  himself  en- 
tire^ unfit  for  it.  Some  topics  however,  had 
been  introduced,  having  somethmgof  a  speoiflo 
Bhape,  upon  wUch  he  wonld  trouble  the  Honse 
with  a  few  observations.  The  diplomatic  kt- 
teroourse  of  &e  country  has  been  chained  with 
extravagance  and  mismanagement;  and  with 
what  may  perhaps  be  termed  want  of  taste  in 
its  style.  He  understood  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  to  contend,  that 
whole  character  of  onr  foreign  interconrse 
ought  to  be  changed.  If  the  aUowance  to  our 
Hmisters  was  too  low,  he  (Mr.  Flotd)  would 
agree  to  raise  it ;  but  they  should  come  home 
when  the  business  was  done.  There  should 
be  no  permment  mis^ons  in  other  countries — 
no  Hiuisters  remaining  abroad.  This,  said  Mr. 
S.,  would  be  an  entire  change  of  the  system 
acted  upon  by  the  Government  ever  unce  its 
foondation.  It  ought  not  to  be  adopted  with- 
out being  thoroughly  considered.  He  would 
appeal,  then,  to  the  House  whether,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  any  civilized  nation 
was  at  liberty  to  withhold,  or  refose  tlie  ordi- 
nary and  established  duties  of  courtesy  and 
hospitality  ?  It  she  claim  to  be  of  the  family 
of  tivilized  nations,  and  wish  to  maintun  the 
relations  of  peace  and  commerce,  is  it  in  her 
power  to  withdraw  herself  from  associating 
with  them,  upon  the  terms,  and  in  &e  manner, 
which  the  common  oouTenience.  has  settled  1 
An  individual  may  shut  himself  up  in  his  house 
— ^may  refose  to  visit — ^may  determine  that  he 
will  neither  give  nor  receive  invitations :  if  he 
do,  it  will  not  only  be  at  the  expense  of  much 
innocent  gratification  to  himself,  and  at  the  ex- 
pense, too,  of  many  great  advantages  to  himself 
but  it  will  be  a  positive  injury  and  wrong  to 
society ;  for,  as  far  as  his  example  goes,  it  must, 
if  adopted,  cut  up  society  by  the  roots.  It  is 
the  same  with  nations.  No  one  can  shot  her- 
self up.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  nation, 
from  the  beginning,  to  penbrm  her  part  in  this 
mtem  of  mutual  and  friendly  jutercourse. 
Ay,  dr,  satd  he,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one  of  Uie  first  and  highest  gratifications  this 
country  ever  received,  was  the  reception  of  her 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  France — an  act  which 
pobliely  owned  her  aa  one  of  the  fSomily  of  in- 
dependent nations,  and  increased  her  moral 
power  both  at  home  and  abroad.  If  the  sys- 
tem is  to  be  changed,  Congress  must  do  it.  As 
long  as  it  continues,  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
is  to  give  it  effecA ;  and  no  blame  can  attach 
to  the  Administration  for  executing  the  provis* 
icma  of  the  oonstitntdMi  and  the  laws. 
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It  was  true,  he  saiA,  that,  within  a  few  yean 
pasL  onr  diplomatic  mteroourse  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  its  expeiwes  increased.  The  family 
of  nations  had  been  enlarged  by  the  interesting 
addition  of  the  new  States  of  this  hemisphere. 
It  was,  in  every  view,  particularly  interesting 
to  us.  The^  were  new,  near,  and  valuable 
neighbors,  with  whom  we  must  have  relations, 
and  with  whom  there  conld  be  no  doubt  it  was 
desirable  that  these  should  be  the  relations  of 
peace,  of  friendship,  and  mutual  good  under- 
standin{^'  Upon  this  point,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  in  advance  of  Oongreas~he 
^d  not  spealc  hastily — the  public  sentiment 
was  in  advance  of  Congress,  and  Congress  was 
in  advance  of  the  Executive.  The  missions 
were  not  instituted,  until  this  House,  by  a  reso- 
lution, passed  with  almost  unexamined  una- 
nimity—-(but  one  member  voted  against  it,  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  not  now  a  member,) 
— until  this  House,  stimulating  the  Executive 
to  open  the  intercourse,  pled^d  itself  to  sap- 
port  him  in  the  measure,  and  offered  a  liberal 
provision  for  the  expense.  There  has  been  no 
expression  since  of  a  wish  to  abandon  or  to 
limit  that  intereonrae.  Whatever  may  be  the 
expense  of  those  nussions  to  the  new  States,  ^ 
who  read  the  newspapers,  and  know  any  thing 
of  the  nature  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  them — all  who  know  how  they  are  so- 
licited, courted,  and  caressed,  by  the  European 
powers,  and  thj^  stm^Ie  that  la  carried  on  for 
their  favor — to  say  nothing  of  other  and  more 
general  considerations — wiiU  see  the  importance 
of  cultivating  good  feelings  and  muntaining  a 
good  correspondence  with  them ;  and  that  we 
cannot  u^lect  these  things,  without  risking 
the  loss  of  valuable  advantages.  His  own  clear 
opimon  was,  that  we  ought  to  admit  no  ftdr 
exertions  to  preserve  them,  and  that  the  mia- 
riouB  ought  to  be  maintaiued.  He  thought 
them  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Bemarks 
had  been  made  upon  the  style  of  our  foreign 
Ministers,  their  dress  particularly.  Why,  said 
the  ^tieman  from  Vii^ia,  (Mr.  FtOTU,)  not 
let  him  appear  with  the  nmplicity  of  Franklin 
and  Livingston  ?  The  Honse  would  excuse  a 
word  in  reply.  He  (Mr.  S.)  knew  nothing  of  ■ 
the  simplicity  of  Mr.  Uvingston.  That  gentle- 
man was  not  near  to  the  time  Franklin.  He 
was  appointed  to  France  soon  after  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son became  President,  he  believed  in  1801. 
But  this  he  did  know,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion, that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  hu^  fortiine, 
and  liberal  disporition,  accustomed  everywhere 
to  a  liberal  way  of  life,  aai  that  the  liberal!^ 
his  style  of  living  in  France,  was  such  as  most 
materially,  as  he  had  understood,  to  encroach 
upon,  and  reduce  his  private  fortune.  In  what 
dress  he  appeared -at  Court  he  conld  not  say; 
but  he  took  it  for  granted  he  accommodated  hiin- 
self  in  that  respect  to  the  fashion  of  the  Court. 
Aa  to  Franklin,  he  said,  consider  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  appeared  in  France. 
The  Representative  of  a  young  republic,  just 
conaa  into  existence,  and  in  its  very  cradle  ex- 
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hibiting  Herculean  etrength,  by  maintaining, 
sinele-handled,  a  contest  for  it«  independence 
■wiui  one  of  the  strongest  nations  that  existed ; 
attracting  the  earnest  attention  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  especially  engaging  the 
attention  and  tke  good  wisboa  of  France,  be- 
oanse  the  contest  was  with  her  habitual  enemy, 
uid  promised  to  diminish  his  power.  When  a 
nation,  so  circnmstanoed,  shall  have  a  Franklin 
for  her  envoy,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  very 
material  to  inquire  what  dress  he  wears.  To 
that  state  we  snail  never  retnm.  And,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add,  we  have  not  Franklins  to 
■end.  He  fsarried  with  him  the  fmits  of  more 
than  seventy  years,  devoted,  with  the  aid  of 
extraordinary  nataral  genius,  and  especi^y  of 
tiie  most  uncommon  sagacity,  to  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge,  and  with  the  great  reputation 
he  had  justly  acquired,  by  diffusing  the  treas- 
nres  of  his  wisdom  and  observation.  He  was 
known  for  bis  examination  before  the  House  of 
Commons:  he  was  known  for  the  fierce  and 
virulent  obloqny  that  had  been  heaped  upon 
him  (for  he,  too,  was  visited  with  obloquy)  by 
Wedoebunie,  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough, 
before  the  Privy  OonncU;  he  was  known  as  a 
man  of  letters,  as  a  sdentifio  philost^faer,  'and, 
what  is  more,  as  a  practical  philosopher,  too ; 
and  be  was  known  as  a  statesman  and  as  a 
patriot.  His  fame  had  gone  before  him — it 
shed  a  lustre  upon  his  country,  wherever 
there  were  men  who  could  appreciate  his  mer- 
it, and  that  lustre  is  still  undiminished.  I  do 
not  exactly  know  what  coat  he  wore.  It  is 
somewhere  recorded,  that,  in  French  society, 
his  straight-combed,  venerable  locks,  and  sim- 
pie  dress,  were  admired  by  the  ladies,  who  then 
gave  the  tone  to  society.  It  was  something 
strange,  ont  of  the  common  way,  and  if  it  bad 
hem  even  uncouth,  it  might  have  attracted  still 
more  attention.  How  he  appeared  at  Court,* 
as  to  dress,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
particularly  stated.  He  was  a  long  time  in 
France  before  he  was  received.  His  public 
reoepticoi  was  not  till  about  the  time  of  the 
treat;^' 

This  livery,  however,  as  it  had  been  reproach- 
,  fully  called — I  cannot  say  I  have  worn  it — ' 
but  I  know  what  it  is — and  have  heard  some- 
thing of  his  history.  Our  Ministers  abroad  are 
very  poorly  paid.  They  cannot  bear  tlie  ex- 
pense of  C!oort  dresses.  If  borne  by  the  Treas- 
ury, as  a  contingent  expense,  it  is  so  much 
money  thrown  away.  If  borne  by  Uinisters, 
it  makes  an  unrrasonable  charee  upon  their  al- 
lowance. The  salaries  of  our  Ministers  abroad 
were  higher,  by  above  twenty-six  hundred  dol- 
lars in  we  time  of  Ftanklin,  titaa  they  are  now, 
though  the  expenses  of  living  were  then  prob- 
ably not  more  than  half  -of  what  they  are  at 
this  time.  The  present  rate  of  allowance,  was 
fixed  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1784,  by  an  act  of 
the  old  OongresB.   How  then  does  the  matter 

*  It  la  believed,  upon  good  anUioritir,  that  he  appeared  In  a 
tail  roart  dreu.  Th«  charaoter  at  tbu  «infneDt  man  wonld 
kad  na  to  beltova,  that  bt  would,  1b  tbia  napeet,  conform  to 
tb«  onfM  of  tha  Oout-jr«to  fty  JTr.  A 


stand  ?  The  House  will  recollect,  from  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentieman  from  Maasachii- 
setts,  that  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  (Mr.  ilos- 
BOE,)  was  engaged  in  four  missions  in  the  course 
of  little  more  than  a  year.  Cluma  growing 
out  of  that  employment  have  lately  been  al- 
lowed by  Congress.  He  was  led  in  ra|Md  soc- 
oesnon  to  different  Conrte^  and  probably  oUiged 
at  each  to  conform  to  the  mode  estghU^ed  by 
etiquette.  The  expeaaa  would  be  a  nng^ 
occasion.  There  are  instances  of  charges  al- 
lowed by  the  Government,  for  the  dresses  of 
Ministers  for  particular  occasions.  Whoi  Mr. 
Madison  was  President,  and  Mr.  Monroe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  present  plan  was  adopted  as 
a  relief.  It  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  Minis- 
ter. He  may  dispense  with  it  if  he  think  fit. 
It  is  no  expense  to  the  Treasury,  for  the  JGn- 
ister  must  pay  for  it  himself.  Bnt  he  has  the 
sanction  of  his  country  to  wear  it.  As  long  as 
it  lasts  he  need  make  no  change.  TPberever 
he  goes  he  is  in  the  drees  of  his  own  country, 
and  stands  npon  his  own  ground,  '"^^fi^  of 
being  obliged  to  conform  to  foreign  ftsbioaa. 
It  has  been  spoken  of  as  costing  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  That  is  too  high.  It  costs 
somethmg  more  than  half  that  sum ;  but  the 
Minister  p^ys  for  it,  not  the  Treasury.  "Why 
call  it  reproachfully,  livery !  It  is  no  more  ot 
a  livery  than  the  coat  of  an  officer  of  the  Army 
or  the  Navy — it  is  probably  not  finer  than  the 
coat  of  a  general  officer.  If  it  be  a  livery,  is 
there  any  disgrace  in  wearing  it !  We  are  all 
servants  of  the  people — they  are  our  masters — 
the  livery  worn  by  their  servants  is  one  whidt 
no  man  need  be  ashamed  to  wear.  It  is  the 
livery  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This 
is  understood  to  he  the  histoty  of  the  ooat.  If 
any  one  within  Uie  sound  of  my  voice  aboiild 
hereafter  be  appointed  a  truster — my  advice 
may  be  of  little  value — but  I  reoommeDd  him 
to  put  on  the  livery  of  his  country. 

Of  that  mission,  he  said,  which  had  also 
been  alluded  to,  in  which  he  had  the  honor 
to  have  a  part,  the  mission  to  Panama,  he 
should  always  have  difficulty  in  speaking,  for 
very  obvious  reasons.  At  this  time,  it  was  im- 
possible he  should  enter  into  the  subject,  be- 
cause the  misiou  was  still  pending,  in  the  hands 
of  our  Minister  at  Mexico.  He  wonld  say,  how- 
ever, in  reply  to  the  allegations  which  had  been 
made  against  It,  that  the  mis^on  had  tbe  dear 
sanction  of  all  the  branches  of  the  GovetnmMit. 
What  has  since  occurred,  could  neither  make 
it  right  or  wrong:  it  stood  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  at  first.  If  it  was  right  then,  it  cannot 
be  wrong  now.  But  he  would  say — and  fae 
said  it  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  it  was  bnt  the 
humble  opinion  of  an  individual — ^he  would  est, 
from  all  that  he  had  seen,  and  all  that  he  bad 
heard,  that,  if  the  Congress  should  assemble  at 
Tacubaya,  or  elsewhere,  it  was  of  the  createst 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
that  we  should  be  represented  in  it.  He  was 
not  about  to  debate  the  matter.  He  merely 
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gave  this  as  his  own  humble,  petfaops 

Talaeless  opinion. 

[The  House  a^joomed  to  ICond^r.] 


ICoNDAT,  Febraary  4. 
Ettrenchment. 
The  HoDse  proceeded  to  the  oon^eration 
of  the  raolntions  <tf  Ur.  Chilton,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended  hj  Hx,  Bun,  and  Hx.  Bamii^ 

TOW. 

Kr.  BuoHAiTAir  said,  perhapait  wonld  be  ndn 
to  inquire  by  whom  this  debate  was  introdnced. 
It  is  certain  that  we  have  now  ^t  into  it,  and 
no  gentleman  oan  predict  when  it  will  close.  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Hassa- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  Etkbbtt,!  that  the  Opposition 
are  justly  chargeable  with  Its  introdDCti<m  in 
the  party  form  which,  it  has  aBanmed,  lun*  for  ita 
protracted  character.  Vj  ftiend  uom  £ea- 
tDckj,  (Mr.  Lktchbh,)  has  truly  stated  vfaat 
would  have  been  the  probable  course  of  the 
resolutions,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interference 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Babitst.) 
The  mover  of  them,  who  is  a  young  member 
of  the  House,  would  have  made  a  speech  in 
favor  of  their  passage,  and  they  would  have 
then  rested  quietly  with  the  numberless  resola- 
tioufl  which  have  gone  before  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  however,  opposed  their 
passage,  upon  the  groond  that  no  cause  existed 
even  to  saspect  the  present  AdmiQistration  of 
any  abuses.  From  that  moment  the  debate 
iwumed  a  party  complezi(m. 

This  debate  would  nave  ended  on  Thursday 
last,  after  the  solemn  appeal  for  that  purpose, ; 
which  was  made  to  the  House  by  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  LrviNosTON,) 
had  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  him- , 
self  prevented  it,  by  moving  an  adjournment. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  £iow,  that  he  can 
never  throw  himself  into  any  debate  without 
giving  it  fresh  vigor  and  importance. 

It  IS  true  that  a  single  straggler  from  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition  introduced  these  reso- 
lutions, but  without  the  least  intention  of 
bringing  on  a  general  engagement.  When  he 
was  attacked,  ae  defended  himself  in  gallant 
style,  and  we  were  obliged  both  by  duty  and 
by  policy  to  sustain  him.  It  is  for  that  purpose 
I  have  risen.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Everett,)  andmyfriendand  colleague 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbbount.)  bavo  en- 
tirely changed  the  character  of  the  debate,  and 
have  gone  into  an  elaborate  vindication  of  the 
present  Administration.  It  is  my  purpose  to  re- 
ply to  their  arguments. 

Liberty,  sir,  is  a  precious  gift,  which  can 
never  long  be  enjoyed  by  any  people  without 
the  most  watchfal  jealousy.  It  is  Hesperian 
fruit,  which  the  erer-wakeftUjealousy 0f  the 
people  oan  alone  preserve.  The  very  posses- 
non  of  power  has  a  strong— a  natonl  tendeniT^, 
to  oorrupt  the  heart  The  lust  of  dominion 

rwB  with  its  posseadon ;  and  the  man  wha 
humble        was  pnre^  and  lunooent,  and 
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just,  hu  often  been  transformed,  by  the  long 
possession  of  power,  into  a  monst^.  In  the 
Sacred  Book,  which  contuns  Iwsona  of  wisdom 
for  the  politician  aa  well  as  for  the  Christian, 
we  find  a  happy  illustration  of  the  oomipting  in- 
fluence of  power  upon  the  human  heart.  When 
Hazael  came  to  ccauult  IHlsha,  whether  his 
master,  the  King  of  Syria,  would  recover  from 
a  dang;erou8  illness,  the  prophet,  looking  through 
the  vista  of  fiiturity,  saw  the  crimes  of  which 
Ute  messenger  who  stood  before  him  would  be 
guilty,  and  he  wept.  Hazael  asked,  ^'Why 
weepeth  my  Lord  ?  "  Tfae  prophet  then  re- 
counted to  him  the  murders  and  the  cruelties 
of  which  he  should  l>e  guilty,  towards  the 
children  of  Israel.  Hazae^  in  the  spirit  of  vir- 
tnoue  indignation,  replied — "Is  thy  servant  adog 
that  he  shoald  do  this  thing  ?  "  "  And  Elisha 
answered,  the  Lord  hath  shewed  me,  that  thou 
Shalt  be  king  over  Syria."  This  man  after- 
wards became  kins,  by  the  murder  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  was  guuty  of  enormities,  the  bare 
recital  of  which  would  make  us  shudder. 

llie  nature  of  man  is  the  same  under  Bepub- 
lics  and  under  Monarchies.  The  history  of  the 
human  race  proves,  that  liberty  oan  never  long 
be  preserved,  without  popular  jealousy.  It  is 
the  condition  of  its  enjoyment  Our  rulers 
must  be  narrowly  watched.  When  my  col- 
league advanced  the  position  which  he  ^d,  he 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  oonsequences  to 
which  his  doctrine  would  lead.  I  know  that 
he  never  oould  have  intended  that  it  should 
reach  thus  ftr;  but  yet  my  in&reuoe  is  per- 
fectly ftir  when  I  declare  that  it  is  a  doctrine 
whiiui  cmly  suits  the  calm  of  despotism.  It  is 
the  maxim  of  despots,  that  the  people  should 
never  inquire  into  the  concerns  of  Government. 
Those  who  have  enslaved  mankind,  from  OsBsar 
to  Bonaparte,  have  always  endeavored,  by  pre- 
senting them  with  amusements,  and  by  every 
other  means  in  their  power,  to  attract  the  atten- 
tiott  of  the  people  from  the  conduct  of  their  rul- 
ers. I  therefore  differ,  toto  ecslo^  from  my  col- 
league upon  this  point.  If  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  CmtTON.)  shall 
have  the  efibet  of  more  earnestly  and  more 
closdy  dtreoliiig  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  concerns  m  the  Government,  the  result 
will  be  most  fortunate.  If  the  Government 
has  been  administered  upon  correct  principles, 
an  intelligent  people  will  do  justice  to  tUtsir 
rulers;  if  not,  they  will  take  care  that  every 
abuse  shall  bo  corrected. 

My  colleague  used  an  arguments  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  the  present  Administration, 
which  I  should  not  have  expected  from  that 
quarter.  He  has  stated  that,  since  the  year 
1816  tiie  national  debt  bad  been  reduced,  from 
126  to  66  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  very  true ; 
and  from  tiie  argument  of  the  gentleman,  one 
who  irm  ignorant  of  the  subject  might  be  in- 
duced to  believe,  that  a  la^  portion  of  thia 
reduction  mtqr  be  &irly  attribatea  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration.  He  evidently  endeavored 
to  make  this  impressUn  vgm  the  House, 
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I  would  ask  the  gentleman  what  agency  had 
the  present  Administration — nay,  what  agency 
conld  they  possibly  have  had,  in  the  reduction 
of  the  pubho  debt  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  the 
least  credit  upon  that  acconnt  t  Certainly  not. 
It  was  a  sabject  over  which  they  had  no  control. 
The  laws  wliioh  bronght  the  revenue  into  the 
Treasury,  out  of  which  the  debt  was  paid,  ei- 
isted  long  before  they  came  into  existence. 
Commerce  wafted  into  our  ports  wealth  from 
all  nations,  and  the  duties  which  were  collected 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise, 
they  were  bound  to  apply  to  the  eztingnish- 
ment  of  the  demands  which  existed  afwnst  the 
country.  The  Administration  only  did  that, 
which  they  conld  not  have  avoided  doing. 
The  money  flowed  into  the  Treasury  without 
their  agency,  and  they  applied  that  portion  of 
it  which  they  were  bonnd  by  law  to  apply,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  I  have 
hitherto  admitted,  that  they  applied  it  fairly. 
The  ancient  British  monarch,  who,  to  show  his 
people  the  impotence  of  human  power,  com- 
manded the  tides  of  the  ocean  not  to  flow,  had 
no  more  anthority  orer  the  laws  of  nature,  than 
the  present  Administration  could  have  had,  in 
preventing  the  tide  ctf  wealth,  out  of  which  the 
public  debt  has  been  reduced,  from  flowing  into 
the  country.  Men  can  never  be  entitled  to  credit 
for  doing  that  which  they  could  not  have 
avoided.  The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  gen- 
tieman  wishes  to  bestow  upon  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, for  paying  national  debt^  is 
certainly  not  their  due. 

It  is  true  that,  in  times  like  the  present,  the 
Republic  is  always  most  in  danger.  When  the 
clouds  of  adversity  are  lowering  over  the  coun- 
tiy,  and  when  direct  taxation  becomes  neces- 
BB17  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the 
people  are  watehml  and  jealous,  and  will  then 
attend  striotiy  to  their  own  concerns.  It  is  in 
the  halcyon  days  of  peace  and  prosperity,  when 
the  jeuousy  of  the  people  slumbers,  that 
abuses  are  most  likely  to  steal  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  your  Government.   I  charge  not  Uie 

f resent  Administration  with  corruption ;  but 
do  moat  solemnly  believe,  that  several  of  their 
measures  have  had  a  strong  tendency  towards 
it.  I  thank  Heaven  that,  in  these  days,  a 
"  Military  Chieftain  "  has  arisen,  whose  name 
is  familiar  to  the  lips  of  even  the  most  hamble 
dtizen  of  tiiis  oountrr,  because  bis  services 
Uve  in  tiidr  hearts,  woo  will  be  able,  by  the 
snffiro^  of  the  people,  to  wrest  the  power  of 
this  GoTemment  from  the  hands  of  m  present 
possessors.  Ko  odo  else  could,  at  this  time, 
nave  successfully  opposed  the  immense  patron- 
age and  power  of  tne  Administration. 

I  think  I  have  shown,  that  the  present  Ad- 
ministration have  not  the  least  claim  to  merit, 
for  the  payment  of  the  pnhlic  debt.  It  is  a 
claim  which  has  no  foundation  upon  which  to 
rest.  It  is  one  of  the  splendid  generalities  to 
which  my  coUeagne  has  resorted,  which,  when 
yoQ  come  to  ezwdne  minntelf,  vanishes  from 
the  tonch. 
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I  shall  now  leave  my  colleagoe  from  Penn- 
sylvania, but  with  the  intention  of  retnroiog 
to  him,  after  I  shall  have  disposed  of  some  ot 
the  arguments  of  the  gentieman  from  Mas»- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  £vsnsTT.)  Before,  however.  I 
commence  my  reply  to  that  gendenian,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  a  few  observations  open  the  bet 
Preudential  election.  I  shall  purposely  pass 
over  every  charge  which  has  been  made,  that 
it  was  accomplished  by  bargain  and  sale,  or  by 
actnal  cormpticoi.  If  tltat  were  the  ease,  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  &ot ;  and  shall  Htm- 
fore  say  nothing  about  it.  I  shall  argue  thu 
question  as  though  no  such  chaises  b^d  eve 
been  made.  Bo  rar  as  it  regards  the  condoct 
which  the  people  <tf  the  United  States  onght  to 
pursue,  at  the  approaching  election,  I  agree  en- 
tirely with  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  RANiWLpn,)  (I  cannot  with  prepri^ 
call  htm  my  friend,)  that  it  can  make  no  difier- 
enee  whether  a  bargain  existed  or  not.  Xay, 
in  some  aspects  in  which  the  subiect  may  be 
viewed,  the  danger  to  the  people  would  be 
the  greoter,  if  no  oormption  had  existed.  It  b 
true,  that  this  ciroomstance  on^t  greatly  to  in- 
floe^oe  our  individual  opiidons  of  the  men  who 
now  widd  the  destinies  o!  the  BepnbUc ;  hat 
yet  the  precedent  would  be  at  least  eqaaflr 
dangerous,  in  the  one  ease,  as  in  the  other.  If 
flagrant  and  gross  CMTUption  had  existed, 
every  honest  man  would  start  fi^m  it  with  in- 
stinctive horror,  and  the  people  would  indig- 
nantly hurl  those  men  from  the  seats  of  power, 
who  had  thus  betrayed  their  dearest  intereiitB. 
If  the  election  were  pure,  there  is,  therefore, 
the  greater  danger  in  the  precedent.  I  believe, 
in  my  soul,  that  the  precedent,  which  was  es- 
tablished at  the  last  Presidential  election,  oo^t 
to  be  reversed  by  the  people,  and  this  is  one  ot 
my  principal  reasons  for  opposing  the  re-dectka 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 

Let  us  examine  this  sul^eet  more  ckMriy. 
General  Jackson  was  returned  by  the  people  of 
this  oonntry  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
with  a  plurality  of  electoral  votes.  The  distin- 
guished individual  who  is  now  the  Secretary  of 
State,  was  then  the  Speaker  of  this  Hmiae.  It 
is  perfectiy  well  known,  that,  withont  his  rote 
and  influence,  Mr.  Adams  coold  not  have  been 
elected  President.  After  the  eIecti<Hi,'  we  be- 
held that  distinguished  individual,  and  no  man 
in  the  United  States  witnessed  the  ^>ectaeie 
with  more  regret  than  I  ^d,  deseendiiw, — ^yea, 
sir,  I  say  descending— from  the  devatea  alaitioB 
which  you  now  occupy,  into  the  cabinet  of  the 
Fre^dent  whom  he  had  elected. 

"  Quantum  mutatus  ab  iHo.** 

In  the  midnight  of  danger,  during  the  daikeet 

Seriod  of  the  Tate  war,  "his  thrilling  tramp 
ad  cheered  the  land."  Although  am<mg  the 
great  men  of  that  day  there  was  no  acknowl- 
edged leader  upon  this  floor,  yet  I  have  been 
informed,  upon  the  best  authori^,  that  be  was 
"prmtM  fntm-pan$,"  I  did  wish,  at  a  fiotun 
time,  to  see  him  derated  still  hi^ier.  I  am 
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one  of  the  last  men  in  the  conntry  who  could 
triumph  over  his  fallen  fortunes.  Should  he 
ever  return  to  what  I  believe  to  be  correct 
political  principles,  I  shall  willingly  fight  in  the 
same  panics  with  him  as  a  companion — ^nay, 
after  a  ^ort  probation,  I  should  willin^r  ao- 
Imowledge  him  as  a  leader.  What  briUiant 
prospects  has  that  man  not  sMirifioed  I 

This  precedent,  shoold  it  be  oonflrmed  by 
the  people  at  the  next  election,  will  be  one  of 
most  dangerons  character  to  the  Bepublic.  The 
election  of  President  must,  I  fear,  often  de- 
volve upon  this  House.  We  have  but  little  rea- 
son to  expect,  that  any  amendment,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  will  be  made  to  the  consti- 
tution in  onr  day.  There  are  so  many 
oonflicUng  intereste  to  reconcile,  so  many 
powers  to  balance,  that,  when  we  consider  the 
Urge  minority  in  each  branch  of  Congress,  and 
the  still  larger  minority  of  States,  reqaired  to 
amend  the  oonstitntion,  the  pKwpeet  ot  any 
change  is  almost  hopeleaa.  Lbeheve  it  wiU 
long  remain  Jnst  as  it  is.  What  an  example, 
then,  will  this  precedent,  in  the  pnre  age  of  the 
Bepablio,  present  to  future  times  I  The  people 
owe  it  to  themselves,  if  the  election  most  de- 
volve upon  this  House,  never  to  sanction  the 
principle  that  one  of  its  members  may  accept 
from  tne  person  whom  he  has  elected,  any  high 
office,  much  less  the  highest  in  his  gift.  Such 
a  principle,  if  once  established,  must,  in  the 
end,  destroy  the  purity  of  this  House,  and  con- 
vert it  into  a  corrupt  Sectoral  conclave.  If  the 
individoal  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  conld  elect 
a  Praddent,  and  receive  from  him  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State,  from  the  purest  motives, 
other  men  may,  and  hereafter  will,  pursue  the 
same  policy,  from  the  most  corrupL  If  they 
do  t^ese  things  in  the  ^reen  tree,  what  shall  be 
done  in  the  dry  ?  "  This  precedent  will  become 
s  cover,  under  which  future  borguns  and  cor- 
rnpt  otonbinations  will  be  sanctioned;  under 
which  the  spirit  of  the  constitatioa  will  be 
'sacrificed  to  its  letter, 

I  shall  now,  Hr.  Speaker,  enter  upon  a  more 
particular  reply  to  uie  arguments  of  Uie  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Etsbiit.)  I 
iriah  I  were  able  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
gentleman  from  '^rginia,  (Mr.  lUimoLPH,)  and 
to  take  tiie  general  and  oomprehenrive  views  of 

r>litioaI  snlgeota,  which  he  recommended.  As 
cannot  porsae  ^t  course,  I  must  enter  into 
detul,  and  make  such  a  speech  as  he  woald 
attribute  to  a  lawyer. 

What  was  the  first  important  act  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration  ?  No,  not  the  first,  bat 
the  first  after  that  message  which  certainly  par- 
took much  more  of  the  spirit  of  Uie  '*  States- 
man of  40  years,"  who  had  been  bred  in  fbreign 
courts,  than  that  of  the  pl^  simple  American 
Bepnblican.  The  President  claimed  the  power, 
find  mere  courtesy  prevented  him  .from  exer- 
cinng  it,  of  oommissioning  ITmisters  to  attend 
the  Gwigress  of  Panama,  without  "  the  advice 
snd  consent  itf  the  Senate,**  Uy  fHeod  fhun 
ITwtb  Oarolina,  (Kr.  Guainrj  waa,  in  mr 
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opinion,  correct,  when  he  declared  that  one  of 
the  first  important  acts  of  the  President  had 
been,  to  claim  a  power  in  direct  violation  of 
the  constitution.  That  instrument  declares  that 
the  President  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
point  ambassadors,  other  pnbllo  ministers,  and 
consuls,  judges  of  tiie  Supreme  Ooort  and  all 
other  offleers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
This  is  a  dear,  plain  provision.  Upon  what 
authority,  then,  aid  the  President  claim  the 
right  to  send  Ministers  to  this  Ckmgress  wlthoot 
the  consent  of  the  Senate?  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Evxrett)  has  answered 
the  question,  and  has  sustained  this  claim  of 
power,  by  a  most  novel  argument.  He  has 
read  to  us  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  1,  1790, 
which  provides  "that  tne  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  -he  hereby  is.  an- 
tliorized  to  draw  fhnn  the  Treaaary  of  the 
United  States,  a  snm  not  exceeding  forty  thon- 
sand  dollars,  annually,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  for  the  support  of  such  persona  as  he 
shall  commission  to  serve  the  United  States  in 
foreign  parts,  and  for  the  expense  incident  to 
the  business  in  which  they  may  be  employed." 
How*commissionf  Witliout  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate t  Certainly  not;  unless 
yon  can  suppose  that  the  very  first  Congress 
under  the  constitution,  deliberately  intended  to 
destroy  the  power  which  the  constitution  had 
wisely  conferred  upon  the  Senate.  Thelan^fuage 
of  the  act  of  Congress  is  perfectly  consufcent 
with  the  ptiwer  of  the  Boiate;  beeanae  the 
President  does,  in  fact,  always  commission  pub- 
lic Ministers  and  other  officers  of  the  Govem- 
meot,  after  the  Senate  have  advised  and  oon- 
sented  to  their  appointment,  TUs  phraseolMy 
was  continued,  in  the  severid  acts  providing  t£e 
means  of  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations,  until  the  year  1800,  when 
the  act  of  the  19th  of  March,  1798,  the  last  in 
which  it  had  been  used,  was  snfi'ered  to  expire. 
Since  that  time,  no  such  expression  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  any  of  the  subseqnent 
acts.  And  yet  this  phrase,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  acts  that  nave  long  ceased  to  exist, 
was  lidd  hold  of  by  the  Prendent  to  Jnstifr  this 
utraordlnary  cUdm  of  power.  Whilst  it  a& 
fords  no  ground  for  its  justification,  it  shows 
how  desirous  men  in  power  are  to  wy  hold  of 
every  pretrat,  no  matter  how  trifling,  to  ex- 
tend their  anthorit^.  This  is  a  law  of  nature 
which  can  never  be  abolished  by  any  law  of 
man.  It  proves,  conclusively,  the  wisdom  and 
the  necessity  of  watching  over  our  rulers,  with 
a  jealous  eye. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  assail  another  positicm 
of  the  genUeman  from  Massachu8et^  (Mr. 
£v>BETT.)  He  ai^ed  against  including  in  tbe 
resolations  befortt  the  House  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  fiHwgn  interconrse.  ^e  gentleman 
dukes  his  head.  He  oertoinlj  did  aaj^  that  it 
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looked  like  trenching  upon  the  prerogativee  of 
the  Ezecutive.  The  gentleman  believes  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fimd  for 
for^ra  interconrBe,  is  a  prominent  point  before 
the  House.   I  think  so  too. 

The  application  of  this  entire  fund  is  left  to 
the  fionnd  discretion  of  the  Executive,  and  is  to 
be  aocoouted  for  at  the  TreaBnr7,  in  a  twofold . 
manner.  It  is  his  duty  to  account  speoiall;, 
and  produce  regular  Touchers,  "  in  all  instances, 
where  the  expenditure  thereof  may,  in  Mb 
Judgment,  be  made  public."  When  that  is 
not  the  case,  he  settles  the  acconnt,  "  by  making 
a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  snch  eiqKDditures 
as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  spedfy." 
This  last  is  called  the  secret  service  money. 
This  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  fbnd.  It  is  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  se- 
cret service  money  is  expended,  should  not  be 
made  public  If  the  names  of  those  persons  to 
whom  it  is  ^ven  were  not  kept  secret,  the 
Government,  m  times  of  peril,  might  be  pre- 
vented  fhnn  setting  important  uubrmation, 
whioh  the;y  oonld  otiierwise  obtun.  But,  Vr. 
I^ieaker,  give  me  the  Adminiatrataon  which  re- 
quires but  Uttle  secret  service  money,  especially 
in  time  of  peace.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  none  is  then  necessary.  A  Bepubli- 
cao  Government  ought  to  be  open  in  its  con- 
duct, and  have  as  few  secrete  as  posAble. 
Upon  one  occasion,  Jefferson  returned  the 
entire  contingent  fbnd,  whidi  had  been  appro- 
priated for  foreign  intercourse,  untouched.  I 
am  just  informed  by  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
nnia,  (Hi.  Randolph,)  that  Washington  did 
uie  same.  These  are  examples  well  worthy  of 
imtti^n  in  our  day. 

I  do  not  wish  to  Know  tibe  manner  in  which 
the  present  Administration  have  ^>plied  the 
secret  service  money.  I  shall  never  know- 
ingly invade  a  ungle  right  which  belongs  to  the 
Executive.  These  resolutions  contain  no  such 
principle ;  but  one  great  reason  why  they  have 
round  any  favor  in  my  eyes,  is,  that  I  wish  to 
ascerttun  the  a^e^te  amount,  not  the  items, 
of  the  secret  service  money  whioh  has  been 
expendedsince  the  present  Administration  came 
into  power,  and  I  wish  to  have  a  special  ac- 
count laid  before  this  House,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  reaidae  of  the  contingent  fund  for 
foreign  intercourse  has  been  expended.  This 
will  be  an  invanon  of  no  prerogative  which 
belongs  to  tiie  Preudent 

I  now  approach  the  nuun  arenment  of  &e 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  Qir,  ETXBvrr,) 
and  in  the  commencement,  I  dball  lay  down 
a  position  broadly,  which  I  believe  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove  conclnstTelj — that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  did  receive  an  outfit  of 
$9,000,  whilst  he  was  a  Minister  abroad,  in  di- 
rect and  palpable  violation  of  a  law  of  tlie 
United  States ;  and  that  at  this  day  he  retains 
in  his  pocket  one-half  of  that  sum,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  declared  opinion  of  the  Congress  of 
itio  United  States.  If  I  shaU  not  estabUah  this 
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proposition,  I  have  never  been  more  nditika 

in  my  life. 

In  relation  to  outfits  to  be  granted  to  jmliie 
Ministers,  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  [ve- 
ceded  that  of  the  1st  May,  1810,  qwke  tiie 
same  language.  The  gentleman  from  ICaan- 
chnsetta  (Mr.  Evebett)  gave  us  an  hirtmietl 
sketoh  of  these  laws ;  but,  as  they  are  all  tbe 
same  in  regard  to  the  question  I  am  now  abotf 
to  aigue,  I  shall  only  r«br  to  the  aetoffitelOlk 
May,  1800.  It  was  tiiat  act,  wfaidi  aseertuui 
tlie  oompenaation  of  pnblio  ICnistan;  fivn  iti 
date,  nntil  It  was  repealed  by  Uie  actttf  U 
May,  1810.   I  shall  read  its  first  section. 

**Seit  enaeUd,  dbe.  That  exdnslve  of  u  mlit, 
which  shall,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  uDOunt  of  tit 
year's  salary  to  any  Hloister  Plenlpoteiitiv;,  or 
Chargj  des  AffiUres,  to  whom  the  same  mar  be  it- 
loved,  the  Frendent  of  the  United  St^  ehaH  not 
allow  to  any  Kiaister  Plenipotentiar;  a  greats  boo 
Uian  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand  dollars  peransBB, 
as  a  compensation  fbr  all  bisserTicesandezpeiia: 
nor  a  greater  stun  for  the  same,  than  four  ttuwHol 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  a  Cbargi  daif- 
fairefl ;  nor  a  greater  sum  for  the  same  than  m 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  doUais  per  una 
to  the  Secretaiy  of  any  llinistar  Flen^MKentiuj." 

From  the  origin  of  the  Govemmeirt,  until  Ha 
year  1810,  the  ^^ident  clearly  bad  the  right  to 
allow  an  outfit  to  a  Minister,  whom  he  mi^t 
think  proper  to  transfer  from  one  £un>p«m 
Court  to  another.  The  language  of  the  aft  of 
1800,  and  of  the  previous  acts  is  general  and 
indefinite.  Whether  they  would  have  justified 
him  in  making  such  an  allowance,  to  a  UinH- 
ter  whom  he  might  have  employed  uponaoe* 
misuon,  the  functions  of  which  were  to  be  ei- 
ercised  at  the  court  where  he  redded,  is  a  <fieh 
tton  npon  which  I  shall  express  no  opinioo. 

The  act  of  1810  limited  the  general  hagatp 
of  tiiat  of  1800,  and  confined  the  discretiofi  of 
the  Fteudent,  in  the  allowance  of  outfits,  totbe 
case  of  a  Mimster  "  on  going  from  the  VmKi 
States  to  any  foreign  country."  The  first  «f- 
tion  of  that  act,  after  fixing  the  annual  ctm- 
pensation  of  foreign  Ministers,  Charges,  and 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  contaitis  the  foUoiring 
enactment :  "  Provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  allor  to 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Charge  da 
Affaires,  on  going  from  the  United  States  to 
any  foreign  cotmtry,  an  outfit,  which  shall  ia 
no  case  exceed  one  year's  full  saluy  of  soft 
Minister,  or  Gharg6  des  Affairea."  Xliis  act,  ii 
express  terms,  limits  the  general  expns^oDsd 
former  laws.  It  authorizes  the  Preeident  to 
allow  an  outfit  to  every  pnblio  Minieier,  upon 
his  first  appointment,  for  the  purpose  <rf  estab- 
lishing him  abroad.  After  he  has  received  ow 
outfit,  and  has  gone  from  the  United  SUtes  to 
the  Government  to  which  he  has  been  sent  it 
case  he  should  be  transferred  from  it  to  anotbtf 
Government,  the  President,  nnoe  the  act  U 
1810,  has  not  had  the  power  of  allowing  hio 
a  second  outfit. 

I  un  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Jb» 
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obnsetta  Qb.  Evbbktt)  dted  the  eases  which 
he  has  done,  of  the  allowance  of  oatfits  to 
ICinisteri,  by  the  Executive,  upon  transferring 
them  horn  one  Eanqtean  court  to  another.  If 
the  gentlenuui  liad  not  done  so,  we  misht  have 
been  at  a  losa  to  acconnt  for  the  change  of 
phrue<dog]r  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  the  differ- 
ence between  it  and  all  former  aots  upon  the 
same  sabjeot,  The  ease  of  the  ontfit  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  from  his  transfer  from  England  to 
France,  and  all  the  other  cases  bronght  into 
the  view  of  the  House  hj  the  gentleman,  were 
determined,  nnder  former  laws  which  clearly 
gave  to  the  President  power  over  the  qaestion. 
These  cases  are  authorities  as^nst  the  gentle- 
man ;  because  tiiey  exdusivelj  show  the  rea- 
son which  guided  fho  L^iri^nre,  in  1810,  in 
ohan^ng  the  law,  and  in  mniting  the  power  ot 
the  PruideDt  In  the  aUowanoe  <tf  ontftts  to 
the  case  of  Ministers,  on  their  departore  flxmi 
the  United  States  to  a  foreign  country. 

I  may  be  asked,  did  Congress  mean  to  de- 
clare, that  no  outfit  should  ever  be  allowed 
upon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister  from  one  Ckiurt 
to  another !  I  answer,  by  no  means.  They 
intended  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of 
deciding,  in  each  particular  case,  whether  any 
new  outfit  ought  to  he  allowed,  and,  if  bo,  what 
should  be  its  amount.  If  a  Itinister  should  be 
transferred  from  one  extranity  of  Europe  to 
another  —  firom  Usbon  to  St.  FetersMire,  a 
new  ont&t  ct  |9,000  might  be  tweesuir.  But, 
in  the  ease  of  a  transfer  from  Lisbon  to  Mad- 
rid, there  might  be  no  occasion  for  any  new 
outfit ;  and,  if  there  were,  the  one-half  of  a  full 
outfit,  or  even  less,  would  probably  be  snfficient. 
Tde  present  Adrainietratum,  in  the  estimates 
which  they  submitted  to  this  House,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  asked  a  second  outfit  of 
(9,000  for  our  Minister  at  Mexico,  because  they 
intended  to  transfer  him  from  the  City  of  Mex- 
ico to  Tacnbaya,  a  distance  of  only  eight  or 
nine  miles.  Although  I  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  allow  a  full  outfit,  in  such  a  case,  yet  I  was 
riad  that  the  reqnert  had  been  ma^ ;  because 
ft  showed  that  toe  Enontire  were  retaming  to 
a  oorreot  consfemotion  of  the  law,  in  relation  to 
this  sulideot  It  showed  tiiatthe  President  was 
nnwilling  to  follow  tbe  precedents  which  ex- 
isted heretofore,  upon  the  transfer  of  a  Minister 
fitnn  one  court  to  another;  or  otherwise  he 
would  have  allowed  him  an  oatfit,  vithont  con- 
sulting Oonoress. 

In  my  judgment,  the  aot  of  1810  is  so  plun, 
that  he  who  runs  may  read.  It  is  a  nniversal 
rule  of  construction,  that  when  a  law  delegates 
a  special  power  to  an  individual,  and  confines 
its  exercise  to  a  particular  cause,  that  it  neces- 
sarily excludes  him  from  the  exercise  of  gen- 
eral power  over  all  other  cases.  The  aot  of 
Congress  Ave  to  the  Prerident  the  qwcial 

Eower  of  wlowing  an  oatfit  to  a  Ifinister,  when 
e  was  lea^ng  tiie  United  States  and  going  to 
a  foreign  couutry;  but  yet,  tiiat  act  has  re- 
ceived such  a  coustruotion,  that  the  Executive 
Lave  daimed  and  exendsed  the  power  of  allow- 
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ing  outfits,  in  all  coses,  without  limitation,  and 
witiiout  restraint.  For  this  purpose,  the  con- 
tingent fund  is  used,  in  violation  of  the  law. 

It  will  not  <Hily  be  curious,  bnt  instructive, 
to  mark  the  nadual  progress  of  the  Ezeontive, 
until  at  lengui  they  repealed  the  act  of  1810. 
In  the  monm  of  April,  1818,  the  present  Presi- 
dent, tiien  being  our  resident  Minister  at  Rus- 
sia, was  appointed  one  of  the  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary, under  the  joint  commission,  to  treat 
with  England.  As  this  oommisnon  owed  its 
origin  to  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  the  seat  of  the  negotiation  was  to  be  at 
St.  Petersburg.  A  short  time  after  the  ap- 
pointment, Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
trauNuitted  to  Mr.  Adams,  $9,000,  ami  on^t: 
althoogfa,  at  the  time,  it  was  not  oontemploted 
that  Mt.  Adams  should  (diange  his  restaenoe. 
The  Hfflue  will,  thuefore,  obserre,  that  this 
was  not  even  the  case  of  a  trandbr  fimn  <»» 
court  to  another ;  but  it  was  the  ^owanoe  of  a 
fiill  oatAt  to  the  same  Minister,  while  he  con- 
tinued at  the  same  court.  The  then  President, 
when  he  directed  the  money  to  be  sent,  no 
doubt  expected  that  Congresss  would  sanction 
his  conduct.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  an  a/^ 
propriation  was  asked  to  cover  this  outfit.  The 
question  was  then  brought  before  the  Oongrees 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  determination, 
and  was  deliberately  decided.  A  legislative 
oonstraction  was  (^ven  in  Aogost,  1816,  to  the 
aot  of  1810,  wainst  thisontat;  but  Oongresi, 
exercising  a  liberal  discretion,  allowea  Hr. 
Adams  $4,600  Instead  of  $9,000. 

Some  time  after  this  determination  of  the 
question,  (too  long  perhaps,)  on  the  38d  Jnne^ 
1614,  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  tbe 
following  words :  "  It  is  necessary  to  apprise 
yon,  that,  although  a  full  outfit  was  transmitted 
to  you  by  the  Neptune,  and  intended  to  be  al- 
lowed yon  by  the  Executive,  as  a  member  of 
the  extra  misuon  at  St.  Petersburg,  yet  the 
Le^sloture,  on  a  reference  of  the  subject  to 
them,  for  an  appropriatiMi,  dedded  the  princi- 
ple by  the  amount  appn^mated,  and  Uie  oisens- 
sion  wUdi  took  plsoe  at  the  time,  that  half  an 
outfit  only  cotdd  DO  allowed  to  a  Ministerf  un- 
der circomatances  applicable  to  your  case.  In 
your  drafts  on  the  bonkers,  and  in  your  fntnre 
accounts,  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  this  deduc- 
tion in  view."  After  the  present  Prendent  had 
thus  diseovered  that  the  money  was  sent  to  him 
by  mistake,  did  he  snbmit  to  the  decision  of 
Congress  t  No,  sir.  Although,  within  the 
period  of  eight  years,  Iwfore  his  return  to  tiiis 
couutry,  he  had  received  $116,000  from  this 
"  penurious  Government; "  yet  he  still  continued 
to  persist  in  retaining  the  whole  outfit  in  his 
pocket.  Congress  gave  a  construction  to  tiieir 
own  law.  Tb«y  beliered  it  had  been  Tlolated, 
when  an  outfit  of  $9,000  was  sent  1)j  the  Fran- 
dent  to  Mr.  Adams ;  yet  they  Hbenlly  allowed 
him  $4,600.  Instead  M  accepting  that  sum  with 
gratitude,  he  made  a  complaint  against  this 
"penurious  Government,"  and  denied  the  right 
of  the  Lepslatore  of  the  Union  to  int«rfine. 
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He  declared  "  that  the  prioeiple  which  Oongreaa 
would  settle,  hj  an  ultimate  refoaal  to  tUlow  the 
wpropriation,  oonld  be  no  other  than  e  prinin- 
ple  to  confiscate,  without  anj  all^^  offence." 

The  next  year,  however,  conveyed  him  good 
tidmgs  from  this  coontry.  On  the  19th  No- 
vember, 1816,  Mr.  Monroe  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams,  marked  "  private,"  fVom  which  the 
following  is  an  •extract;  "It  was  doubted 
whether  tbe  inhibition  of  a  greater  smn  than 
one  year's  salary  as  an  ontfit,  contained  in  the 
terms  on  going  from  the  United  States,  might 
not  be  oonstrued,  as  predading  an  allowance  by 
of  oatfit,  to  any  Minister  who  not  go 
from  the  United  States.  Mr.  Irving^i  ai^xnnt- 
ment  to  Spain  inrtdved  the  same  question.  It 
was  wished  to  reserve  the  point  for  more  de- 
liberate oonsideration,  than  oonld  he  bestowed 
on  it,  when  the  letter  of  March  15tii  was  written 
to  yon.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
you,  that  the  subject  has  been  maturely  weigh- 
ed, and  that  the  resnlt  has  been  in  favor  of  the 
onffit,  on  the  principle  that  those  restrictive 
terms,  if  applicable  to  Ministers  already  in 
Europe,  are  no  further  so,  than  to  confine  tbe 
allowance  to  them  within  the  same  limit" 
This  letter  communicated  to  him  that  construc- 
tim  of  the  ExeontiTe  Department,  which,  since 
it  was  made^  has  entirely  repealed  in  practice 
the  limitation  upon  the  allowanoe  of  outfits, 
oimtBioed  in  the  act  of  1810,  and  secured  to 
him  his  full  outfit,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of 
the  Legislature,  which  had  been  clearly  ex- 
pressed in  1818.  From  1810  till  November,  , 
181S,  this  act  was  obeyed  both  in  its  letter  and  : 
in  its  ^irit.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  it  sink 
under  Executive  construction. 

The  accounts  of  Hr.  Adams  continued  on- 
settied  at  the  Treasury,  a  balance  appearing 
against  him,  until  after  the  passage  of  the 
gOMral  rapropriation  bill,  in  April,  1822.  That 
act  provided  *'  that  no  money  appropriated  by 
tbe  said  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his 
compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  saoh  person  shall  have  accounted- 
for,  and  p^d  into  the  Treasury,  idl  snms  for 
which  he  may  be  liable."  In  conseijnence  of 
the  existence  of  this  salutary  provision,  the 
0<HnptroIler  of  the  Treasury  refused  to  pay  Mr. 
Adanu  his  salary  as  Secretaiy  of  State,  until 
hb  acooont,  as  a  Foreign  Minister,  should  be 
liquidated.  He  (^pealed  from  this  decision  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  President,  and,  in  sup- 
'port  of  his  appeal,  cited  the  private  letter 
which  Mr.  Monroe,  vhea  Secretary  of  State, 
had  written  to  him  in  November,  1615,  as  oon- 
olusive  of  the  question.  In  thb  appeal,  he 
says,  "  that  the  Preddent  was  antiionzed,  by 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  1st 
May,  1810,  to  make  this  allowance,  cannot  be 
questioned,  under  the  oonstmction  which  has 
uniformly  been  given  to  it,  a  construction 
applied  npon  Aill  deliberation  and  advisement, 
uid  whicn  has  been  admitted  in  other  oases 
m>on  the  settiement  of  accounts  at  the  IVeasnry. 
For  this  oonatmotion,  I  rc^er  to  the  copy  ^ 


your  letter  oi  Uie  19th  Norember,  1816,  hm- 
with  sabmitted." 

This  snlject  was  referred,  by  the  Prcddent, 
to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  Statci 
and  the  construction  which  had  been  jAmA 
upon  the  act  of  Oongresa,  by  the  AdmiDtsln- 
tion,  in  1815,  was  fully  sustained,  in  the 
broadest  terms,  by  that  officer.  In  his  0|niu(n, 
dated  June  5th,  1822,  he  declares,  that  th« 
qnestion  of  outfit  is  given  to  the  Pre^dent, 
exdosively,  and  without  limit,  save  only  lis  is 
not  to  exceed  a  whole  year's  salary."  And 
thtts^  yoQ  peroeive  in  what  manner  a  lav, 
which,  in  express  tenna,  lindted  Uie  exercise  of 
the  disoretaon  of  the  Prerident,  in  the  sIIot- 
anoe  of  outfits  to  Ministers  on  gtnng  frns 
the  Uidted  States  to  a  foreign  conntiy,**  hu 
become  unlimited;  and  how  the  exdnan 
power  over  the  question  of  ontfit  has  been  coo* 
ferred  upon  the  President.  Notwithfltandiiig 
this  high  authority,  however,  I  think  I  bsve 
maintained  my  proposition,  and  established, 
conclusively,  tiiat  Mr.  Adams  now  retains  in 
his  pocket  $4,500,  in  violation  of  the  act 
1810,  and  in  violation  of  the  solemn  legislstin 
construction  which  it  received  in  1813. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massaehiu^ 
(Mr.  EvBBXTT,)  even  if  there  were  any  tbisg 
wrong  in  the  settlem«it  of  the  aoconnts  Hr. 
Adams,  he  is  not  to  blame.  He  did  not  inter- 
fere— he  left  all  these  matters  to  the  aceoonliiii 
officers  of  the  Treasury.  Is  this  the  fact  t  Did 
he  not  receive  the  money,  and  does  he  not  still 
retain  it  f  Did  he  refuse  to  refund  it,  when  it 
was  demanded  by  the  Comptroller  t  Did  be 
not  appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  officer  to 
the  I^ideut  of  the  United  States?  And  ym 
not  his  refbsal  to  comply  with  the  dectsion  of 
Congress  the  cause  why  the  act  of  1810  ha 
received  that  construction,  which  has  given  to 
the  Preadent  **  exdorively,  and  vitiboutliin^'^ 
the  power  over  outfits! 

There  is  one  matter  of  fact  wfaldi  I  wish  to 
pat  right,  before  I  proceed  fhrther.  Mr.  Adam, 
in  his  account,  on  the  SOth  June,  1814,  charged 
the  sum  of  $886  66,  the  expenses  of  a  jonmej 
from  St.  Petersbuiv  to  Ghent.  It  is  bat  joct 
to  him  to  say,  that  he  had  left  his  fiunily  bebind 
him,  at  St.  Petersburg.  He  nev<v  did  retorn 
from  Ghent  to  St  Petersburg ;  hut,  yet,  then 
was  allowed  to  him  tbe  sum  of  $886  86,  for 
his  expenses  in  returning  to  that  oapitaL  Tbii 
is  what  has  been  so  often  called  his  cooatmctin 
joniney.  The  construction,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  After  this  allowance  had  been  made, 
it  was  diaoovared  thai  the  travdUng  eqwasci 
of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  Awn  8L 
Petersburg  to  London,  and  fhmi  thence  to 
Ghent,  amounted,  for  oaidi,  to  the  ram  of  $1,551 
54.  Tbeir  journey  was  aoomnplished  diie^ 
by  land.  In  tbe  final  settlement  of  tHe  aocooBt 
of  2St.  Adams,  instead  of  $886  86,  which  bad 
been  at  first  allowed  to  him  for  the  expeoss 
of  a  journey  which  he  never  made,  he  wis 
allowed  the  sum  of  $1,656  54.  The  reason  for 
this  change  which  is  qpread  i^on  tha  ftos  of 
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the  accoant  itself,  is,  that  be  was  at  first 
allowed  but  |886  86  "ander  an  impression 
tbat  tbe  same  sam,  chat^d  bj  him  for  the 
jonmey  from  St.  PeterBborg  to  Ghent,  would 
be  equal  to  the  expenses  of  his  return,  but 
which  now  appears,  would  not  have  been  tbe 
case,  as  that  journey  was  mode  chiefly  by 
water,  but  his  return  must  have  been  by  land, 
and  by  the  same  roate  as  that  taken  by  Messrs. 
Ctallatiu  and  Bayard,  and  equally  ezpensire." 

These  are  the  facts.  I  snail  not  argue  this 
point,  bat  will  leave  it  to  my  colleague  and 
friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Inohajc,)  mi 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  I  do  not 
say  that  some  allowanee  ought  not  to  have 
bMU  made  to  Mr.  Adams,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, is  oertun ;  that  be  did  receive  $1,S66  64^ 
for  the  expenws  ^  a  Jonniey  whidi  he  never 
made ;  because  he  never  did  retain  fhnn  Ghent 
to  St.  Petenbarg. 

[Here  Vr.  Bandolph  ulEed  ICr.  Buohaitak 
to  define  what  was  a  constructive  joarney.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  cannot  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  If  he  cannot 
define  it  himself,  no  man  in  this  House  can. 

But,  it  has  been  urged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Etebktt,)  that  prece- 
dents sanction  the  allowance  of  l^e  outfit  to 
Mr.  Adams.  I  admit  there  have  been  prece- 
dents in  abundance  since  1816 ;  but  it  is  acainst 
this  very  doctrine  of  "  safe  precedents,^'  that 
I  am  now  contending.  On  the  fourth  of  March 
uezlL  it  will  be  leven  and  twenty  years  rinee 
the  iaaaguration  of  Mr.  Jettvnon.  What  has 
been  our  history  ever  since  f  Each  President 
has  nominated  his  successor  as  r^larly  as 
though  the  oonstitntion  conferred  upon  him 
that  power.  During  this  period,  each  President 
has  been  called  upon  to  sanction  that  which  he 
had  done  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  line  of 
"  safe  precedents  has  been  unbroken,  uid  the 
first  office  in  the  world  has  passed  as  regularly 
to  each  succeeding  Secretary  of  State,  as  the 
imperial  crown  ever  descended  from  father  to 
son.  How  is  it  posrible  thi^  abuses  can  ever 
be  corrected,  Under  anch  eireamstancesf  A 
trifling  departare  frtnn  th^  law  to-day  becomes 
a  premd«it  far  a  greater  riolalion  to-morrow ; 
and  wUlst  power  continaes  to  flow  in  one  an- 
broken  line  abases  must  still  continue  Increas- 
ing. There  is  no  remedy  for  the  people,  but 
breaking  this  line  of  safe  precedents.  It  is 
tiiia  regular  course  of  succession,  which  in  the 
lapse  of  time  destroys  monarchies.  The  abuses 
which  the  father  introduces,  are  sanctioned  and 
extended  by  the  son,  until  at  length,  after  a 
few  generations,  the  whole  Government  be- 
oomes  tainted  with  corruption,  and  there  is 
nothing  left  for  the  people,  but  the  dreadfhl 
remedy  of  a  revolntion.  It  is  tbe  principle 
a^nst  which  I  am  now  contendtt^,  without  a 
metdal  reference  to  any  partionlar  Adminiitra- 
tMHi.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have  at 
length  determined  to  break  this  line  of  Cabinet 
■oeoeMioii,  and  to  rereree  tbe  dootrine  of 
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precedents ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  they  wHI 
accomplish  their  pnipose.  Rotation  in  office — 
that  salutary  principle  in  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment, which  purifies  the  political  atmosphere, 
and  causes  the  successor  to  view  with  a  jealoos 
and  scrutiniziug  eye,  the  acta  of  those  who 
have  gone  bnbre  him — ^has  had  no  real 
existence,  in  the  Pederal  Government,  ^ce 
the  d^  of  Thomas  Jefi'erson.  There  has  been 
a  r^i;nlar  succession  ever  since.  Is  an  abuse 
now  pointed  out  ?  We  are  at  once  told,  it  is 
sanctioned  by  a  precedent ;  tbe  Monroes  and 
the  Gallatins  have  done  the  same  thing,  and 
why  shall  we  not  do  so  too?  I  answer,  when 
the  law  forbids  it,  precedents  ought  to  be  dis- 
regarded. All  the  precedents  which  have 
existed  since  1816,  although  they  have  vifdated 
can  never  repeal  uie  act  of  1810. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  argoment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maasaohasetta,  Qtr.  Era- 
KBTTj)  which  relates  to  the  luUiard  table.  T 
ahonid  not  have  said  one  word  upon  this  sab- 
Ject,  did  I  not  differ  entirely  In  relation  to  it, 
from  the  gentlemen  from  Virgioia  and  South 
Carolina,  Q£r.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Hamlton.) 
I  admit  that  tbe  expenditure  of  fifty  dollars  ia 
a  very  little  matter  and  this  has  ever  been  tiie 
opinion  of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Cabbon,)  who  has  been  so  often  introduced 
into  the  debate.  If  there  be  any  gentleman  in 
the  House,  who  regards  fifty  dollars  less  than 
he  does,  I  do  not  know  tbe  man.  The  question 
worthy  of  our  consideration,  is,  not  whether 
the  price  of  the  billiard  table  was  paid  out  of 
the  public  Treasury,  or  out  of  the  private  purse 
of  the  Prendent;  but  whether  tiie  bUliard 
table  ongbt  to  be  set  up,  as  an  article  of  Aimi- 
ture,  in  the  House  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  f  I  ara  free  to  say,  I  think  it 
ought  not.  In  the  State  of  Virginia  biUiard 
tables  are  prohibited  even  in  the  mansions  of 
private  gentlemen  nnder  very  severe  penalties. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  therefore  cannot 
indulge  in  this  game  at  home :  for  I  know  him 
too  well  to  believe  that  he  would  violate  the 
laws  of  his  own  State.  Thia  shows  the  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  that  ancient  and  resect- 
able Commonwealth  In  relati<»  to  tbe  game  of 
billiards.  To  use  a  famiUar  ezpresrion  of  their 
own,  they  do  not  go  agiunBt  either  tbe  ocerciae 
or  the  amusement  of  the  play ;  but  they  know 
the  temptation  which  it  presents  to  gambUnj^ 
and  the  consequent  ruin  which  must  follow  in 
its  train.  It  has  a  direct  tendency  to  corrupt 
the  morals  of  our  youth.  Indeed,  I  doubt 
whether  there  be  a  single  State  in  the  Union 
which  has  not  prohibited  the  game  of  billiards. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  generally 
a  moral  and  religious  people ;  a  proper  regard, 
therefore,  for  public  opinion,  for  the  scruples 
of  the  pious,  ought  to  have  prevented  the  first 
Magistrate  of  the  Union  frtnn  aeUing  auoh  an 
example.  [Here  Hr.  RAimoira  observed  there 
was  no  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ag^nat 
playing  billiards.]  Mr.  Buohasan  then  said  the 
Freddent  of  tiie  United  States  ia  not  mily  the 
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Fteeddent  of  the  District  of  Colombia  but  of  the 
whole  American  people ;  and  tbej  condemn  this 
and  every  other  ^cles  of  gambling.  Ought, 
then,  the  man  whohas  been  elevated  to  the  most 
exalted  Btation  upon  earth,  and  whose  example 
most  have  a  most  powerful  and  extensive  infln- 
ence  upon  the  morals  of  the  youth  of  our  coun- 
try, to  set  np  a  billiard  table  as  an  article  of  furni- 
ture. Id  the  house  which  belongs  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  ?  He  certbinly  ought  not  to  keep 
such  an  article  of  furniture  in  that  house,  nor 
ought  he  there  to  play  at  the  ^ame.  I  should 
never  have  invaded  his  domestio  retirement  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  whether  he  kept  a 
tulUard  table  ox  not  I  Bhould  Dever  have 
been  the  first  to  bring  this  matter,  either  before 
the  House,  or  the  country.  It  has  been  brought 
here  by  others,  and  I  felt  It  to  be  my  duty  to 

Tees  my  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
shall  now  approach  another  branch  of  my 
ooDeagae's  argument.  I  fully  assent  to  his 
genou  proposition^  that  it  is  both  our  duty  and 
our  interest  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with 
every  civilized  nation ;  and  for  that  purpose  we 
should  interchange  with  them  Ministers  and 
diplomatic  agents.  Our  Ministers,  'when  sent 
to  a  foreign  court,  should  remain  there,  and 
not  return  home  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 

ntion  upon  which  I  would  say,  I  should  join 
with  the  gentieman.  did  this  expresuon 
not  "  nnell  of  uie  ahop,"  is  In  what  manner 
ought  our  Ministers  to  appear  abroad?  Ours 
1b  the  only  pure  Bepublican  Government  upm 
the  earth.  All  our  habits  and  our  manners 
ought  to  be  congenial  to  the  mmplicity  and 
dignity  of  our  institutions.  Among  men  of 
sense  abroad,  our  Ministers  attired  in  the  style 
of  country  gentlemen,  would  be  more  respect- 
able, and  more  respected,  than  if  they  were 
beduened  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow. 
In  every  attempt  to  ape  the  splendor  of  the 
representatives  of  monarchical  Governments, 
we  must  USL  The  veriest  menial  of  the  most 
oontemptible  eonrt  in  Enn^  who  appears 
Abroad  in  the  charaoter  of  a  foreign  Miiuster, 
will  be  able  to  eclipse  In  dress  and  finery,  tiie 
representatives  of  the  American  people. 

What  was  the  example  of  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans ?  In  the  days  of  Uieir  purity  and  their 
greatness  did  they  ever  attempt  to  vie  with  the 

3)leDdor  of  the  Asiatic  despots  whom  they  sub- 
uedf  Did  they  send  ambassadors  to  the 
East,  dothed  in  gor^us  apparel?  Ko,  they 
went  in  the  simple  dignity  of  Soman  citizens, 
dothed  with  the  majesty  and  power  of  the 
Soman  people:  and  they  carried  respect  for 
the  Boman  names  wherever  they  went.  It 
was  upon  this  model  that  Dr.  Franklin  acted, 
when  ne  appeared  as  our  Hinister  at  die  donrt 
of  France,  In  the  plain  dress  of  a  country 
gentleman.  He  would  have  deserved  immor- 
tality for  tiiis  act  alone.  He  set  an  example 
from  which  his  successors  ought  never  to  have 
departed. 

What  is  DOW  the  case  ?  The  last  Administra- 
tion have  prescribed  a  uniform  to  be  worn  by 


our  foreign  Ministers.  It  oonusts  of  a  nuliuix 
coat,  oorered,  and  glittering  with  goMlac^tlii 
.cost  of  which  is  not  less  t£an  500  ddlai^  ui 
a  chapeau  and  small  sword,  correspondiugwidt 
it  in  splendw  I  And  this  dress  is  wh^  mj 
colleague  has  called  the  livery  of  the  Amcriea 
people,  which  our  Ministers  oufdit  to  be  pmod 
to  wear  1  I  protest  against  this  dress  braf 
called  the  livery  of  the  American  pet^k.  It 
is  not  so.  It  is  the  livery  of  the  last,  and 
present  AdminiBtration.  No  gentleman  vbo 
valued  his  standing  with  the  people  of  tLa 
country,  would  ever  appear  before  tiiem  in 
such  a  garb.  The  people  of  the  United  Statu 
do  not  even  know  that  sndi  *  dreas  has  ben 
prescribed  fw  thdr  Ministers  abroad.  In  buqt 
instances  it  must  make  us  appear  ridiailom  in 
the  eyes  of  foreign  nations.  Imagine  to  joat- 
self  a  grave  and  venerable  statesman  who  iKTer 
attended  a  militia  truning  in  bis  life,  but  vbo 
has  been  elevated  to  the  Btati<m  of  a  foreigD 
Minister,  in  consequence  of  his  civil  attainiiwot^ 
appearing  at  court,  arrayed  in  this  militair 
coat,  with  a  chapeau  under  his  arm  sod  ■ 
small  Bword  dangUng  at  his  rade  I  Is  not  sodi 
a  man  compelled,  by  conforming  to  this  regula- 
tion, to  render  himsdf  ridiculous?  "A  m&- 
tary  chieftain,"  who,  in  early  life,  had  received 
his  education  at  West  Point,  not  the  old  '*dii- 
zen  soldier"  who  rerides  vpoa  his  ftrm,  ni^ 
sport  a  dress  of  this  kind  with  some  d^resrf 
grace ;  but  what  a  ridiculous  spectade  would  a 
grave  lawyer  or  judge,  of  sixty  years  of  sg^pra- 
Bent,  arrayed  in  such  a  costume  ?  If  the  siuar;  at 
our  foreign  Ministers  be  not  suffioient  to  enaUe 
them  to  exercise  that  liberal,  but  pluo  bos- 
pitality,  which  bdongs  to  the  character  thai 
country,  I  say  again,  let  it  be  increased;  Int 
let  them  never  forget  in  their  dress,  or  in  tlieir 
manners,  the  simple  grandeur  which  bdongs  to 
the  character  of  Kepublicans.  I  trust,  thd, 
ere  long,  the  days  o£  Jranklin  will  sgna 
return. 

The  gentleman  has  informed  na^  fbat  it  i>  Ui 
opinion  we  ought  to  be  r^veacDted  at  tbe 
Congress  of  Tacubi^a,  shoidd  it  over  aasenUn 
Whatever  I  may  have  thought  of  tlw  MinoQ.  I 
moat  heartily  approved  of  the  sdertiOP  of  t^ 
Minister.  For  one,  I  shall  never  sandioi  sbj 
improper  alludons  made  upon  this  floor  to  that 
gentleman,  in  relation  to  this  Misnon.  Tba«is 
no  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  AdministratioD,  wboa 
I  should  rather  see  promoted,  nor  is  there  iBj 
man  among  them  more  deserving  of  promotion. 
If  he  should  ever  again  go  to  Taeobajt,  I 
should  r^pret  to  see  nim  in  any  dress,  Iwt  ia 
that  of  an  American  gentleman.  In  that  cea- 
tume,  he  will  infinitely  bettw  reprnsBnt  his  ova 
character,  and  that  of  the  Amwiean  people^ 
than  if  he  were  decked  out  in  all  the  iplmdid 
uniform  preaoribed  by  the  Administration.  Be 
will  then  set  an  example  of  plainness  and  «&• 
plicity,  which  may  be  nsefol  to  the  BqnUics 
of  the  South. 

The  gentleman  has  awarded  the  laurd  cro«i>i 
to  deck  the  brow  of  the  Military  dueftaiai 
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bnt  has  decreed  the  dvio  wreath  to  the  atates- 
man  ripened  by  the  ezperience  of  40  years. 
He  has  informed  ns  he  was  no  pibphet ;  and  I 
believe  the  Cites  will  never  confirm  his  decree. 
I  trust  and  believe,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  elevate  the  "  citizen  soldier  " 
to  the  supreme  magistracj  of  the  Union.  In 
that  event,  and  after  he  ^oU  have  been  tried 
hy  them,  I  venture  to  predict,  that  their  award 
will  entwine  the  <nvio  wreath  with  the  lanrel 
crown ;  and  that  Jackson  will  live  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  country,  as  the  man,  of  the  present 
age,  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  in  the  hearts  of  his  conntrymen."  I  believe 
that  the  annals  of  the  human  race  will  furnish 
but  few  examples  of  men,  who  were  endowed 
by  natore  with  rare  and  distingnished  military 
tuents,  without,  at  the  same  time,  possessing 
the  capacity  for  civil  command.  It  woidd  be 
easy  to  quote  a  splendid  catalc^e  of  names,  in 
proof  of  this  assertion ;  but  I  shall  only  mention 
those  of  Perides,  Cincinnatns,  Charlemagne, 
Alfred,  Henry  the  fVtii  of  France,  Napoleon — 
and,  above  all}  onr  own  uneqnallea  Wash- 
ington. 


TuasDAT,  Febmary  5. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  resolutloa  on 
Betrenohmeut. 

Mr.  KiTXB  said,  tiiat,  In  embarkiiig  upon  the 
vide  ooean  d  debate  which  lay  before  nim,  he 
hardly  knew  from  what  point  to  take  his 
departore,  or  in  what  direction  to  steer  his 
course.  But,  as  some  chart  was  indispensably 
necessary,  on  so  extensive  a  voyage,  he  woald 
endeavor  to  take  the  resolutions  upon  the  table 
for  his  guide,  with  no  other  deviations  than  the 
stress  of  antecedent  debate  should  unavoidably 
force  him  into.  In  purging  this  oourse  of  dis- 
cussion, he  should  very  much  regret  if  any 
thing  he  might  say  should  excite  a  single  un- 
pleasant sensation  in  the  bosom  of  any  member 
of  the  House,  or  be  considered,  In  any  degree, 
Indeoorons  or  dlsrespectflil  towards  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Qovenunent  I  may  truly  affirm, 
said  Hr.  R,  that  X  entert^  none  other  than 
the  kindest  feelings  for  every  gentleman  with 
whom  I  have  the  nonor  to  be  associated  npon 
this  fioor;  and  towards  the  members  of  the 
Administration,  however  much  I  may  t>e  politi- 
cally opposed  to  them,  I  have  never  harbored 
the  slightest  sentiment  of  ill-will  or  personal 
antipaUty.  Bnt,  as  guardians  of  the  publio 
weal,  and  sentinels  of  the  public  liberty,  it 
sometimes  become  our  duty  here  to  speak 
unpalatable  truths.  In  doing  so,  I  have  always 
endeavored  to  separate  the  private  from  the 
pnblio  cbaraetera  of  persons  in  office;  and 
while  I  reserve  to  myself^  at  all  times,  erery 
le^timate  freedom  of  remark  npon  their  offieiad 
conduct,  I  hope  I  shall  never  say  any  t^lng 
which  would  be  a  Just  caose  of  personal  offence 
to  them  or  their  friends. 

In  this  spirit,  I  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  reaolnticma  upon  the  table.  There  are 


[H.  or  B. 

two  featured  common  to  all  the  propositions. 
They  all  oontemplate  an  inquiry  into  the  e^ie- 
diency  of  retrenehins  the  futore  expenses  of 
the  Govemmenti  and  an  examination  into  its 
past  disbursements.  Sir,  I  am  deddedly 
friendly  to  both  of  these  objects.  But  as  a 
means  of  efiecting  tbera,  I  prefer  the  resolution 
recently  submitted  by  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  C^-  Hamilton,}  i>ecause  it  is  more 
specific  and  practical  in  its  character,  and  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  employ  the  instrumentali^ 
of  a  special,  instead  of  a  Standing  Committee. 
Sir,  I  am  persuaded,  fh>m  the  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  inqairy,  that  it  cannot  be  satisfao- 
torily  conducted  by  any  of  the  Standing  0<nn 
mittees,  already  burthened  with  jo^zisting 
duties.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  i»tipodtioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  will  re- 
ceive ue  support  of  eveiy  one  who  has  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart 

Though  it  is  rather  old-fashioned  doctrine, 
ICr.  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  the 
cause  of  retrenchment  really  at  heart.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  great  occasion  for  it.  It  is  now 
twenty-five  years  since  there  has  been  any  sys- 
tematic reformation  in  the  organization  tmi  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, "nie  reformation  I  allude  to,  was  at 
the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Admin* 
istn^on,  when  it  was  thonmgh  and  complete. 
Oon^denng  the  tendeni^  of  all  Govemmenta 
to  abuse,  to  the  aooomnlatum  of  nnneoessary 
expenses,  and  the  incombranoe  of  nselesa  offices, 
I  cannot  doubt  that  there  has  arisen  much  unoe 
that  period  which  requires  correction.  TIu 
tree  of  Executive  patronage  is  oontuiaalljr 
throwing  out  new  shoots  and  branches,  which 
as  cons^tly  call  for  the  application  of  the 
praning-ltnife. 

Whi»  the  gentieman  from  Hassachusetts 
(Ur.  Evebett)  assented  to  the  general  tendency 
of  all  Oovemments  to  abuse,  he  said  that  the 
abuse  to  which  this  Government  was  most 
prone,  was  the  abuse  of  parsimony.  Sir,  this 
idea  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  history  m  the 
operatitHU  of  the  Government;  and  a  little  re- 
flection wilL  I  think,  satisfy  the  gentieman 
himself  that  his  notion  is  fallacious.  How  are 
the  expenses  of  this  Government  supplied!  By 
direct  impositions  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
people  ?  No,  sir,  if  this  were  the  case,  it  would 
be  some  check  upon  the  extravagance  of  the 
Government.  In  the  State  Governments,  when- 
ever a  new  ezpenditnre  is  authorized,  the  means 
of  meeting  that  expenditure  most  i>e  movided 
by  direct  taxation  upon  the  people.  The  tax- 
gatherer  goes  annually  to  the  citixen,  and  exacts 
from  him  his  share  m  the  pol^  oontributiona. 
If  he  finds  that  share  greater  ttian  it  was  £he 

Sear  before,  he  knows  by  whose  act  it  la  so ; 
e  demands  of  his  Bepresentatave  the  reason 
for  it;  and  unless  that  reason  Is  satisfactory, 
he  dismisses  him,  and  chooses  another.  It  is  tins 
direct  and  undisguised  operation  of  the  system 
of  publio  revenue,  under  the  State  Govern- 
ments, which  renders  the  B^resentative  prao- 
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tioallf  and  constoDtlj  responsible  to  his  con- 
stataenta,  and  this  reroonnbUi^  is  a  soffioieat 
■ecorit;  agaioBt  prodigally  in  the  Govern- 
ment. 

But,  in  this  Government,  the  revenue  which 
nipplies  the  public  expenditures,  is  not  drawn 
into  the  Treasury  directly  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  although  they  nltiniatelj  pay  it. 
Thej  pay  it,  however,  in  the  sh^te  of  an  in- 
ereued  price  for  the  commodities  they  consume ; 
and  instead  of  tracing  that  increase  of  price  to 
an  aot  of  the  GoTeniment,  they  Kenerally  look 
no  farther  than  the  merdiant  with  whom  they 
deal  In  this  way,  the  imporition  is  disguised, 
and  the  Representative  is  screened  from  re- 
sponsibility. Hence  it  is,  that  we  vote  millions 
ta  doUars  here,  with  not  so  much  hesitation  or 
compunction  as  we  vote  thousands  in  the  State 
LegislatnreB.  It  is  for  this  reason,  tiiat  the 
tendency  of  this  Government,  so  long  as  the 
national  revenue  is  derived  prtnoip^y  m>m  ex- 
ternal duties,  will  be  to  profusion  and  extrava- 

SQoe ;  and  not,  as  the  gentieman  from  Massa- 
naetta  supposes,  to  parsimony. 
These  gmeral  considerations  sufficiently  in- 
dioate,  to  my  mind,  the  necessity  <rf  some 
revision  of  the  expenses  of  die  Government, 
irith  a  view  to  retrenehment.  But  the  gentie- 
man from  Pennsylvania  Qlr.  Sbbgbakt)  sfod, 
(hat  some  basis  ought  to  be  lud  for  the  inquiry, 
^niat,  sir  I  does  the  gentleman  require  actual 
proof  of  the  existence  of  abases  1  This  proof 
cannot  be  had  without  Inquiry.  then,  we 
can  take  no  initiatory  measure,  for  the  correc- 
tion of  abases,  without  previous  proof  of  their 
existence ;  as  that  proof  cannot  be  had  without 
Inquiry,  and  as,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 

Sntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  no  inquiry  on 
e  ml^eet  ooght  to  b«  made  vithont  prot^, 
aboM  mmt  ever  rem^  without  ever  being 
oorreoted.  The  «^fect  of  the  doctrine  is  to 
■belter  tlie  abnaea  ot  Oorermimit  vith  an  in- 
vk^le  aanotoary. 

Bat,  rir,  the  honorable  gentieman  suggested 
another  reason  against  this  inquiry,  whi^  sur- 
prises me  no  less.  He  said  he  wonld  not  move 
such  an  inquiry,  because  it  was  calcnlated  to 
weaken  the  affections  of  the  pecmle  for  the 
Government,  (not  the  Executive  Department 
merely,  but  the  whole  Government,)  by  ^ving 
■anction  to  the  idea  that  there  are  abuses  here. 
Sir,  I  would  re^ectfnlly  submit  it  to  that  gen- 
tieman, whether  the  affections  and  confidence 
of  the  people  wiU  be  most  weakened  by  the 
Boppremon  of  inquiry,  and  thereby  producing 
upon  the  paV&o  mind  tiie  impression  that  we 
are  ^powd  to  connive  at^  and  acquiesce  In, 
abases,  or  by  pursuing  inquiry  to  show  a  deter- 
mination either  to  punfy  the  Government  from 
abns^  if  they  exist,  or  to  clear  it  of  the  odium, 
and  suspicion  of  them,  if  they  do  not  exist. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
took  still  bolder  ground.  He  not  only  said  that 
'^ere  was  no  sufficient  proof  of  abases  calling 
for  reform,  but  he  attempted  to  show,  that,  m 
fact,  there  are  no  abases,  and  that  the  adminis- 
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tration  of  the  Government  is  distin^mdied  bj 
extraordinary  economy.  Sir,  bow  did  be  auks 
this  oat  t  By  reviewing  the  fiscal  open&m 
of  the  Government  for  the  last  twelve  Tein, 
from  181S  to  1827,  and  exhibiting  thdr  sees- 
mulated  results.   He  told  as  that,  within  tint 

Kriod,  seventy  nuUions  of  the  public  debt  hid 
en  paid  off,  besides  maintaining  the  Amy, 
the  Kavy,  the  Oivil  list,  and  all  the  oUierbnmclMS 
of  the  public  service;  and  seemed  to  rely  upon 
this  as  a  conclasive  proof  of  the  econcnueal 
administration  of  our  finances.  Sir,  the  fint 
remark  whi(di  oocars  upon  thia  statement  'n. 
that,  admitting  Its  suffidenc^  as  evidoioe  of 
eoooomy,  it  does  not  prove,  what  is  the  odIj 
matter  with  which  we  nave  any  concern,  thit 
the  administration  of  the  Govenunoit  is,  st 
the  present  time,  an  economical  one.  It  conM 
prove  only,  that,  in  times  past,  there  has  beta 
economy  I 

But,  sir,  I  waive  this  objection,  and  wiD  go 
back  with  the  honorable  gentienum  in  his  re- 
trospect la  it  not  a  littie  singular,  that,  wbik 
the  gentieman  was  telling  us  of  the  amooat  of 
debt  which  had  been  paid  of^  and  the  expcoss 
which  hod  been  met  by  the  Govemmoit,  m 
evidenoe  of  its  eeontmiy,  itdidnotocenrtoluia 
that  he  ongfat  to  have  told  ns  something  of  tbe 
means  which  had  been  put  at  its  di^ioeal,  ftr 
the  accomplishment  of  these  objecto  ?  'Ecaamj, 
sir,  ia  a  relative  thing ;  it  depends  on  the  pro- 
portion between  the  results  which  havebea 
accomplished,  and  the  resources  which  have  beet 
famished  for  aocomplishiiuf  them. 

Now,  sir,  what  were  ue  resources  o(  ibe 
Government  during  those  twelve  years,  from 
which  the  honorable  gentieman  has  colIecUd 
the  results  he  so  fondly  displayed  to  the  sdmin- 
tion  of  the  House  t  Why,  tir^  more  than  300 
millions  of  dollara.  During  aevmd  yean 
the  period  included  in  the  honorable  gaifl»- 
man's  retrospect,  we  had  direct  taxe^  and  a 
system  of  internal  revenue ;  and  from  tboat 
sources,  added  to  the  customs,  the  sales  of  pob- 
llo  lands,  and  the  bank  bonus  and  divideodi, 
the  whole  revenue  which  flowed  into  the  pnbSc 
Treasury,  from  1816  to  1827,  connderabV  ex- 
ceeded 800  miUiona  of  dollars  I  Now,  sir,  with 
such  a  fund  as  this  at  its  disposal,  is  it  proo^ 
eitiier  of  extraordinary  frugality,  or  of  con- 
summate financial  skill  in  the  Goveimneat,  to 
have  pud  off  70  millions  of  the  debl^  aad  de- 
frayed its  current  expenses  1 

The  aver^  annual  receipts  ol  the  Oonn- 
ment,  during  this  period,  amounted  to  more 
thao  25  millkus.  We  will  suppose  that  abcnt 
10  millions  were  annually  applied  to  the  jHiod- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  pubuc  debt  Tbe  onii- 
nary  current  expenses  of  the  Government  wij 
have  amounted  to  about  another  sum  of  10 
milliona  annually;  and  there  then  remained s 
sum  of  6  millions  to  be  expended  ad  lilMvn. 
How  the  honorable  gentieman  can  deduce,  fro&> 
these  facts,  an  evidence  of  the  eccmomy  of  tb* 
Government,  I  cannot  conceive. 

Bat,  air,  the  gentlemw  frwu  Penn^nM 
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exhibited  another  view  of  thia  subject,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  ua  how  lightly  we  are  taxed 
for  the  support  of  our  institations.  He  told  ua 
that  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Qovemtnent, 
for  the  year  1826,  was  24  nuHions  of  dollars, 
which,  assessed  upon  our  twelve  millions  of 
popttlatioD,  produces  a  charge  of  only  two  dol- 
lara  a  head,  while^  aooording  to  a  statement  he 
made,  the  tazatMm  of  the  British  people 
amoonts  to  fifteen  dtdlara  a  head.  Oburring, 
(in  passing  merely^)  that  the  nnUeman  has 
Btated  the  amonnt  of  publlo  burthens  in  Great 
Britun,  enormous  as  they  certainly  are,  at  a 
higher  rate  than  I  have  ever  seen  an^  authority 
for,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  him,  that 
lie  has  pat  onr  own  much  too  low.  His  state- 
ment pretermits  several  important  itons,  which 
undoulitedly  enter  largely  into  our  oompllca- 
ted  system  of  public  burthens. 

He  seemed  to  assume  the  amount  of  duties 
paid  to  the  Oovernment,  as  the  fell  measures 
of  American  taxation.  But,  rir,  this  is  not 
BO.  It  is  tme  that  Uie  proceeds  of  the  dnties 
are  all  which  the  Government  receives,  bat 
tJiey  are  not  all  that  the  people  pay.  The  mer- 
chant, who  pays  the  duties  to  the  Government 
in  advance,  must  have  hie  profit  upon  that  ad- 
vance inoladed  in  the  price  of  the  eoods ;  and 
this  profit,  repeated  and  mnltipliea  through  a 
series  of  exchanges,  amounts,  at  last,  to  a  heavy 
tax  upon  the  consumer,  over  and  above  the 
amouot  of  duties  paid  to  the  Government.  The 
ordinary  amount  of  duUes  is  twenty-odd  mil- 
lions, and  the  nsual  mercantile  profit,  of  from 
881-,  to  60  per  cent,  upon  that  sum,  would  riuse 
the  whfde  oha^e,  imposed  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  abont  thirty  mlUions  of  dollars. 
But  to  ascertain  the  ftall  amount  of  public  bur- 
thens sustained  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
yon  must  also  take  into  the  aoooant  the  taxes 
imposed  by  the  State  Govemmente,  with  all 
dieir  subordinate  local  jurisdictions,  compre- 
hending, besides  the  general  revenue  of  the 
State,  the  county  levies,  the  pariah  rates,  and 
nameroDS  other  pablio  exactions  of  one  sort  or 
another,  which  have  been  estimated  by  a  most 
able  statist,  as  well  as  statesmao,  (Col.  Bbhtoit, 
of  the  Senate,)  at  a  round  stun  of  twenty  inU- 
lions  of  dollars  more. 

We  have  thus  a  grand  total  of  fif^  millions 
oi  dollars,  instead  of  twenty-odd  millions,  for 
the  amount  of  pubHo  oontribations  levied  upon 
the  people  of  tiliis  conntry,  which,  dedacting 
fhim  our  population,  two  mUIions  for  slaves, 
who  pay  nothing,  makes  a  charge  upon  the 
residue,  of  five,  instead  of  two  dollars  ahead. 
Kow,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  me  to  be  an  enor- 
mous load  of  taxation,  even  for  a  much  older 
people  than  we  are ;  and,  accordingly,  one  of 
the  most  profound  politicians  of  the  old  world, 
the  celebrated  Talleyrand,  (as  has  been  stated 
elsewhere  by  the  gentieinan  to  whom  X  have 
already  allnded,)  in  gradnating  the  actual  taxa- 
tion of  diflbrent  countries,  has  placed  ns  upon 
the  scale  in  a  middle  position  between  Great 
Britdn,  the  mostheaTi^  taxed,  andEVanoe,  the 
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next  most  heavily  taxed  country,  (but  for  the 
exception  he  makes  of  as,)  in  the  world. 

But,  sir,  the  comparison  which  the  ^ntleman 
from  Pennsylvania  made  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  relative  moderation  of  our  pnblio  barthens, 
is  obviously  un&ir,  in  many  respects.  The 
British  Government  is  now  nearly  eight  centu- 
ries old,  and  durioa  tlmt  time  has  been  engaged 
in  a  long  snooessum  of  wan,  frarelgn  or  do- 
mestic, woioh  have  aocnmnlated  upon  it  an  im- 
mense mass  of  public  debt  To  pay  the  inter- 
est of  this  debt,  and  wliatever  portion  of  its 
principal  it  may,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sup- 
port the  cumbrous  and  expensive  establishments 
which  results  from  its  political  oi%anization,  It 
most  impose  upon  its  sut^jects  awMghtof  taxa- 
tion eqtul  to  their  utmost  capacity  to  bear. 
But  our  sitaation  is  altogether  different.  Onr 
national  existence  hurdly  extends  beyond  half 
a  century,  and  the  simplicity  of  onr  republican 
institutions  neither  reqaires  nor  tolerates  the 
costly  i4>pendagea  which  belong  to  other  Gov- 
enunents.  The  public  debt  of  Great  Britain 
amounts,  at  thia  moment,  to  between  three  and 
four  thousand  millions  of  dollars ;  an  amount 
more  than  fifty  times  greater  than  our  national 
debt.  Now,  as  the  burthens  imposed  by  every 
Government,  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
charges  existing  upon  it,  I  would  ask,  with 
what  propriety  a  comparison  can  be  m^e  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  this  country,  under 
these  widely  different  circumstances,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  economy  of  onr  Government  I 

But,  sir,  I  protest  altogetiier  against  com- 
parisons with  fordgn  Governments.  Onr  in- 
stitutions, onr  sitiiation,  moral  and  phyrical, 
the  genius  and  habits  of  onr  people,  are  all  pe- 
culiar. They  are  «ut  geMrit.  In  having  the 
freest  Government  in  tiie  world,  we  are  enti- 
tled, by  the  favor  of  Providence,  to  the 
greatest  share  of  public  blessings ;  and  among 
uiem,  that  we  should  not  he  subjected  to  a  re- 
lenUess  taxation  which  takes  "from  the  montii  _ 
of  labor,  the  bread  it  has  earned.^'  In  what 
conaists  the  value  of  a  free  Government,  if  it  is 
not  that,  by  the  constant  infiuence  and  control 
of  the  will  of  the  people  over  their  rul^  the 
Government  is  reatruned  from  oppression,  pe- 
cuniary as  well  as  personal}  l^r,  taehoDoram 
gentieman  from  Pennsylvaida  did  not  tell  ns  to 
what  a  situation  the  people  of  Great  Brit^ 
had  been  reduced  by  their  pablio  bnrthens—of 
the  number  of  their  paupers  and  starvelings — 
that  two-fifths  of  the  whole  population  of  that 
country  were  kept  olive  by  twing  billeted  upon 
the  constrained  charity  of  the  rmaining  three- 
fifths. 

Would  the  worthy  genti«nan  have  us  esteem 
ourselves  happy,  and  without  any  cause  to 
complun  of  governmental  exactions,  as  long  as 
we  can  keep  within  the  limit  of  this  extremity 
of  wretchedness  t  I  h(^  not,  sir.  I  have 
long  thought,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  may  venture  to 
ezpreaa  such  an  opinion,  that  there  la  too  great 
a  oi^oeition  among  some  of  onr  diBtingnUhed 
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Statesmen  to  bring  our  affidn,  our  policy  and 
our  prindple^  to  toe  Btandard  of  foreign  Oot- 
emments.  A  prominent  featore  in  the  cele- 
brated first  message  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  Oongress,  was  its  porpetoal  fond  re- 
currence to  the  proceedings  of  Foreign  Govern- 
menta,  as  the  lesson  of  our  political  dnties,  and 
the  measore  of  oar  political  powers.  He  told 
QB  what  France,  what  Kassia,  what  Great 
Britain  bad  done,  and  gave  us  to  understand 
that  we  should  go  and  do  likewise.  Now,  sir, 
to  all  tfaifi  I  object,  as  anti- American — as  anti- 
Bepnblican.  Oar  circumstances  and  our  insti- 
tutions are  pecoliar,  and  so  too  ^oold  be  our 
policy. 

Bat,  At.  to  retain  to  the  aaljeot  of  oar  pnb- 
fie  expenditures.  I  wonld  eay  to  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  A*om  PennsylTania,  that  the  tme 
mode  of  testing  the  economy  of  oar  Gorem- 
ment,  at  any  given  period,  is  not  to  compure  its 
expenses  with  those  of  a  foreign  Government, 
but  with  its  own  at  some  antecedent  period. 
Now,  sir,  if  we  do  this  we  shall  find  that,  dur- 
ing MX.  Jefierson's  Administration,  in  1803,  for 
example,  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, exclusive  of  the  payments  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  amounted  to  $3,737,907;  while  the 
same  clitts  of  expenditares  danng  the  year  1826, 
according  to  Uie  last  Treasary  report,  amounted 
to  $18,009,816.  Here,  then,  we  have  an  in- 
oreaie  of  expe&ditnre  equal  to  860  per  cent  in 
less  than  26  years,  which,  after  making  everr 
flliowanoe  for  the  growth  of  the  connfery,  and 
the  en>andon  of  its  institutions,  does  aeem  to 
me  to  be  disproportionate  and  extravagant 

Sir,  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  apon  these 
views,  because  I  have  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
viotion^  that  economy  is  a  cardinal  virtue  in 
every  Repnbliean  Government.  It  is  not  mere- 
ly for  the  peonniary  saving,  and  the  consequent 
relief  to  the  indostty  and  resources  of  the  peo- 

Ele,  wbioh  it  Inrings  witli  it,  that  I  esteem  it 
b  la  sUU  more  for  its  poltticil  effiaeta.  It  is 
not  railj  Hie  dose  ally,  but  the  rarest  guarantee 
d  the  paUio  liberty.  It  is  the  gr^  instru- 
ment tn  restraining  that  dangeroas  principle  of 
Xxeeative  influence,  which  u  perpetually  un- 
dermining and  assailing  the  falmo  of  free  Gov- 
ernment everywhere,  and  of  our  own  not  leas 
than  othera.  This  influence  exerts  and  enlarges 
itself  through  the  disbursements  of  public  mon- 
ey, ultimately  under  one  shape  or  another. 
Diminish  the  public  expenditure,  then,  and  yoa 
at  the  same  time  diminish  Executive  influence. 

Sir,  I  may  have  fears  upon  this  sub^'ect,  which 
firmer  minds  can  and  do  repel ;  but  it  lias  long 
been  my  opinion,  that  there  is  a  dedded  ten- 
dwioy  in  oar  Goverament  to  a  dangeroas  and 
disproportifmate  aocumnlataon  of  power  ia  the 
Executive  brandi,  and  that  l£<marchy  Is  the 
eutbanana  of  our  poUtical  ^stem.  Gentlemen 
who  treat  these  fears  as^utt^ther  visionary, 
and  those  especially,  who,  like  the  distinguished 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  consider  patronage 
a  disadvantage,  rather  than  an  ^d  to  an  Ad- 
ministration, have  not,  I  am  persuaded,  ex- 
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plored  Hie  foil  extent  and  range  of  this  mtm^ 
fbl  enf^e,  in  the  mt^tude  which  it  hai^ 
present,  attained.  Having  been  led,  by  para^ 
ular  oircunistanoes,  during  the  last  sc«sioa  <f 
Congress  to  look  into  this  subject,  I  will  nftai 
here  the  result  of  an  investigation  then  toj 
carefolly  made.  Many  persons  have  hasStj 
supposed  that  the  patronage  of  the  Execatin 
consisted  exclusively  in  appointments  to  offin. 
But  an  equally,  V  not  more  important  bnndi 
of  patronage,  consists  in  the  di^xmtlon  ofpo^ 
lie  moneys  through  the  medium  of  contneb 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  ExecntiTc. 
Both  of  these  branches  were  included  in  a 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  Executive  patroiuc, 
made  by  ICr.  Gallatin,  in  '99,  and  1  took  tbt 
list  of  items,  enumeratM  by  him,  as  Hw  bw 
of  my  calonlation. 

In  doing  this,  I  found  that  the  "  snDDil  jt; 
of  the  officers  in  the  several  Departmoib  of 
the  Treasury,  State,  War,  and  Kavy,  snd  llxir 
dependencies ;  of  the  Attomey-Goieral,  aad 
Postmaster  General,  Judges,  Marshals,  md 
District  Attorneys,  Officers  of  the  Ciutow, 
Poetmasters ;  of  Diplomatic  characters,  Cost- 
merci^  Agents,  ^exclnsive  of  Consols,)  Cob- 
misaioners  under  Treaties,  Territorial  Of&em^ 
Indian  Agents,  Surveyors,  Registers,  ReceiTea 
&c ; "  in  fine,  the  pay  of  all  (Svil  Offiot^ 
whose  fl4>pouitments  depend  imon  the  Extra- 
tive,  added  to  the  oonumssioDea  <AcerB<f  Ac 
Army  and  Kavy  amounted  to  about  $S,500,OOB; 
and  that  the  amount  of  moneys  di^osed  of  1? 
contracts  made  under  the  direction  of  the  £i- 
eoutive,  including  Fortifications,  Docks,  Nstt 
Yards,  Internal  Improvements,  Li^tbouts. 
transportation  of  the  Mul,  supplying  the  pro-  I 
visions,  clothing,  ^ns,  cannon,  &c,  fx  ibt  \ 
Army,  building  ships  and  fbmishiog  sopplie  j 
necessary  for  the  Navy,  was  about  $^600,000;  I 
making  an  a^egatc  of  eight  millions  aniiaillr: 
four  timSs  the  amount  of  Executive  patrougt^ 
as  estimated  by  Hi.  Gallatin  in  *99. 

Now,  sir,  when  the  honorable  gentkmn 
from  Pennsylvania  comes  to  anrroy  thb  im- 
mense field,  so  productive  in  ridi  revsrds.  In 
<»n  DO  longer,  I  am  sure,  ctmdder  its  pusMWDa 
a  disadvantage  to  those  who  enjoy  it  He  iriH 
see  Uiat,  aluiough  the  hopes  of  an  expectint 
may  be  sometimes  diaappotnted.  in  rehncm  to 
a  particular  office,  yet  that,  in  the  mahiplic^ 
01  other  boons  and  fovors  to  be  disposed  <^ 
ample  means  are  afforded  to  ret^  his  liddi^, 
and  to  console  and  indeumiiy  hhn  fx  Hm 
disappointment. 

Believing  this  immense  force  of  Execntin 
patronage  to  be  dangerous  to  the  pubUo  libett^i 
and  aa  tne  diaboraeinentsof  pnbUo  moe^  niA 
necessarUy^  be  made  hj  the  Exeentlve  Drams 
of  the  GovemmenL  that  evexr  increase  of  a- 

Sdnditure  tends  direotiy  to  increase  the  ib- 
□enoe  of  that  Department,  I  am  for  embrsci^ 
every  fit  occasion  to  reduce  the  pnl^o  exp«ai- 
ture  to  the  real  demands  ot  the  public  Mrvicc. 
It  is  with  reference  to  this  great  politinl 
ject,  thatl  attaoh  so  much  importance  to  s  tin  | 
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eoonomjr  in  the  admims^titHi  of  our  public 
affiuTB.  When  ilc.  Bnrke  propoMd  his  great 
■cheme  d  eoonomicsl  reform,  he  did  not  look 
niei«l7  to  the  be  ring  of  moDey,  tfaongh  that  was 
aomeUiiDK  to  a  people  groaning  beneath  the 
freight  of  their  publio  burthens — bat  he  looked 
beyond,  to  t^e  higher  object  of  dimiaishing, 
throagh  the  instrnmentality  of  peouoiar;  re- 
trenchment, the  dangeroun  and  growing  infla- 
enoe  of  the  crown.  When,  iA  the  same  mem- 
orable year,  Mr.  Dnnning  sobmitted  his  cel- 
ebrated rMolatioD,  aflSnoing  that  the  "  inflncDce 
of  Hm  Crown  had  inoreased,  was  Inoreasing, 
and  onght  to  be  diminialied,"  he  salHnitted  by 
the  Ma  of  it  another  reatdntion,  affinning  it  to 
be  tbe  ri^t  and  the  doty  trf  the  House  of  Ck«n- 
mons  to  examine  intt^  and  correct  aboseB,  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  pnblio  revenne,  and  de- 
clared that  both  propositione  stood  upon  one 
great  principle.  Bir,  there  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  oar  own  country,  when  these  doc- 
trines were  not  only  avowed,  but  practised.  I 
aUnde,  rir,  to  the  Presidency  of  Hr.  Jefferson, 
which  I  have  ever  looked  back  to  as  the  purest 
era  d  onr  Government— as  the  era  of  sound 
^ndpleawideoiTeatprMiUoea.  Aal  hope  the 
dootrioee  of  that  day  will  onoe  agidn,  at  no  very 
lemote  period,  come  into  fiivor,  and  as  th^  are 
particnilarly  f^plicable  to  tbe  anl^eot  of  onr 
present  delibera^ons,  I  muat  beg  pemlsNcn  to 
read  a  beantifiil  development  ^  them  in  the 
words  of  tJieir  great  teacher. 

In  his  first  official  communication  to  C(m- 
greaa,  he  held  the  foUowit^;  laognage  : 

**  These  views  are  fbrmed  on  the  expectation  that 
a  senmble,  tod,  at  the  same  time,  a  salutary  redac- 
tion, may  take  place  in  our  habitual  expenditures. 
For  tUt  puipoie,  those  of  tbe  (Svil  Government,  the 
AiinT,and  Navy,  wUl  need  raviial.  When  we  eon- 
rider  diat  tUs  Oovemment  is  charged  whh  the  ex- 
ternal and  mutual  relaUons  only  of  these  States; 
that  tbe  States  themselves  have  tbe  jninoipal  care 
of  our  persOTis,  our  property,  and  our  reputation, 
constituting  the  grent  field  of  human  concerns,  we 
maj  well  doubt  whether  onr  orgsniKation  is  not  too 
complicated,  too  expensive— whether  offices  and  of- 
fieers  have  not  been  multiplied  unnecessarily,  and 
someUmea  fafjuiiondy  to  the  service  they  w«re 
meant  to  promote.  I  win  cause  to  be  \iid  before 
you  an  essay  towards  a  statement  of  those  who, 
under  the  puhlic  employment  of  various  kinds,  draw 
money  from  tbe  Treasnry,  or  from  our  eitixena. 
Time  has  not  permitted  a  perfect  enumeration,  the 
tamifloations  ol  office  being  too  multijdied  and  too 
remote  to  be  completdy  traced  in  a  first  biaL 
Anung  those  who  vn  dependent  <m  Executive  i3»- 
creUoo,  I  have  begun  the  reduction  of  what  was 
deemed  unnecessary.  The  expenses  of  diplomatic 
agency  have  been  considerably  diminished.  Tbe 
Inspectors  of  internal  revenue,  who  were  found  to 
obstruct  tbe  accountability  of  tbe  institution,  luvo 
been  discontinued.  Several  asendea,  created  by 
the  XxecuUve  authority,  on  warfea  fixed  by  that 
also,  have  been  euppresMd,  and  should  suggest  the 
expediency  of  regulating  that  power  by  law,  so  as 
to  subject  lu  exercise  to  the  legislative  inspection 
and  sanction.  Other  reformations  of  the  same  kind 
vfll  be  pwauedt  with  that  oaatioii  wbieh  la  leqaisiie, 
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in  removing  useless  tldnga,  not  to  injure  what  is  re- 
tained. But  the  great  mass  of  public  office*  is  es- 
tablished by  law,  and,  therefore,  by  law*  alone  can 
be  abolished.  Should  the  Legislature  think  it  ex> 
pedient  to  pass  this  roll  in  review,  and  to  try  all  Its 
parts  by  the  test  of  public  utility,  they  may  be  as- 
sured of  every  aid  and  light  which  Executive  infor- 
mation can  yield.  Consi&ring  tbe  general  tmdency 
to  multiply  officers  and  dependencies,  and  to  increase 
expense  to  tbe  ultimate  term  of  burthen  whicli  the 
citizen  can  bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves 
of  every  occasion  which  presents  itself  for  taking  off 
the  surcbarge ;  that  it  never  may  t>e  seen  here,  Hiat, 
after  leavi^  to  labw  the  amaUest  portitm  of  ita 
earnings,  on  wbkb  It  oan  anbrist,  Government  shall 
itself  consume  the  residue  of  what  it  was  Instituted 
to  guard.  In  our  care,  too,  of  tbe  public  contribu- 
tions entrusted  to  our  direction.  It  would  be  prudent 
to  multiply  barriers  against  their  dissipation,  by  ap- 
propriating specific  sums  to  eveiy  specifio  pnroose 
susceptible  of  definition ;  by  disallowing  all  apiittcaF* 
tiona  of  money  varying  from  tbe  appropriation  In 
object,  or  transcendiw  it  in  amount  j  by  redocing 
the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby 
circumscribing  discretionary  powers  over  mmey; 
and  by  bringing  back  to  a  smgle  department,  all 
acconntabiliues  for  money,  where  tbe  examination 
may  be  prompt,  ^kadoos,  and  nnifbrm.** 

I  a^  Hr.  Speaker,  that  I  bad  dwi^a  n- 
garded  ttie  Administration  of  Ifr.  Jeflferwm  m 
the  pnreet  and  bri^test  era  ot  our  Govern- 
ment. Is  not  the  pregnant  extract,  which  I 
have  Jost  read  from  his  first  message  to  Con- 
gress, snffident  evidence,  in  itself,  ttf  the  just- 
ness of  this  pruse?  Is  it  possible  to  conceive 
a  nobler  spectacle  than  he  presented  od  that 
occasion  I  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation 
volontarily  divesting  himself  by  his  own  act, 
where  it  was  competent  for  him  to  do  so,  of 
every  attribute  of  bis  power,  which,  however 
advantageous  to  himaelt  he  deemed  to  be  in- 
coodstent  with  the  pnblic  interest;  and  in 
oases  where  it  was  not  oompetMit  far  him  to 
apply  tbe  remedy,  caHing  npta  the  togtriative 
suttuni^  to  do  80,  by  TMumng  bis  patronage, 
circumscribing  his  discretion,  and  defining  his 
powers  I  Sir,  the  spectacle  is  rare  as  it  waa 
noble.  If  it  was  not  presnmption  in  me,  I 
would  ventnre  to  reoommend  it  to  the  imita- 
tion of  the  distinguished  individuals  who  now 
preside  over  the  administration  of  onr  public 
affairs.  They  nd^t  find  it,  perhaps,  tbe  most 
effectoal  means  of  acqniring  present  popolarity, 
as  it  oertunly  would  be  of  earning  true  glory 
for  the  fhtnre.  Bnt  they  seem  to  have  taken 
a  different  view  oi  what  became  tbeir  sita»- 
tion.  - 

Their  whole  oonrse  has  been  in  strikbg  con- 
trast with  the  self-deioing  repnUioanism  ^Ifr. 
Jefferson.  Instead  d  rmonneing  the  exennse 
of  power  wbiiA  the  laws  and  tbe  oonstitntion 
had  ^v«L  them,  we  have  seen  them  luring 
claim  to  powers  which  are  sanctioned  by 
neither ;  instead  of  the  suppression  of  unneces- 
sary oflSoea,  and  the  curtailment  of  Executive 
patronage,  we  have  seen  them  rapidly  multi- 
plied and  increased,  ondo-  th^  aospioes;  in* 
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Stead  of  recommending  the  limitation  of  Eieo- 1 

ntire  discretion  over  the  public  disbursements, 
ve  have'  seen  them  asking  for  large  grants  of 
pablio  money,  to  be  expeinded  at  their  mere 
will  and  pleasnre.  To  descend  a  little  more 
into  detail — let  me  ask  if  "the  expenses  of 
diplomatic  agency  have  been  considerably  di- 
mmished  I "  It  is  notorious  that  they  have 
increased,  and  I  shall  presently  attempt  to  give 
some  idea  of  the  extent  of  that  increase.  Have 
"  any  a^ncies,  created  by  Executive  authority, 
on  salanea  fixed  by  that  also,  been  sappressed  1 " 
Let  the  secret  history  of  the  Execanve  Bepart- 
ments  ^ve  the  answer. 

What  respect  has  been  paid  by  the  present 
Administration  to  those  great  maxims  <n  fiscal 
responsibility,  inculcated  by  Hbr.  Jefferson? 
Have  they  been  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  doc- 
trine of  "  appropriating  specific  sums  to  every 
qiecifio  purpose  susceptible  of  definition  ? " 
For  an  answer,  I  refer  to  an  estimate  of  one  of 
the  Departments ;  in  which,  to  effect  a  survey  of 
roads  and  canals  of  national  importance,  which 
may  surely  be  defined,  if  any  thing  be  sascep- 
tible  of  definition,  we  are  asked  to  appropri- 
ate a  snm  of  $60,000— it  was  |30,000  last  year 
— ^for  the  survey  of  such  routes  as  the  Presi- 
Haat  may  think  proper  to  denominate  national. 
Have  they  shown  more  respect  for  anoth»  of 
those  maxims,  that  which  eqjoins  a  disallow- 
ance of  all  applications  of  maoey  varying  from 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it 
in  lunonnt?  "  There  is  now  a  communication 
npon  onr  tables  from  the  head  of  another  of 
the  Departments,  seeking  to  be  emancipated 
from  this  restraint,  and  a^ing  for  the  privilege 
of  transferring  appropriations  from  one  object 
of  expenditure  to  another.  Has  there  been  a 
disposition  manifested  in  the  estimates  of  any 
of  the  Departments,  to  "  reduce  the  undefined 
field  of  contingencies,  and  thereby  cirenm- 
soribediaorelionary powersovermoney ! "  Sir, 
It  will  he  fonnd  that  this  "field  of  contin- 
gencies," instead  of  being  reduced  by  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  has  been  greatly  extended, 
and  that  '*  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  the  public  money,"  have  been  pro- 
portionately enlarged.  Some  of  the  items  in 
this  increase  <rf  **  contingencies,"  X  shall  have 
occasion  to  bring  more  pwticnlarly  to  the  notice 
of  the  Hooae. 

As  I  have  thus  ventnred,  2Ir.  Speaker,  to  pre- 
sent myself  in  the  unfashionable,  if  not  invidi- 
ous character,  of  an  economist,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  state,  somewhat  more  in  detiul,  what 
are  my  notions  upon  this  snlffect  Though  the 
advocate  of  eoonomy,  I  am  not,  the  advo- 
cate of  a  idggardly  piU«im<Hiy.  I  would  do 
sway  with  aUsineonre  places ;  all  superanme- 
raiT  offices,  which  serve  no  other  purpose  than 
to  be  snug  receptacles  for  court  favorites,  and 
channels  of  Executive  influence.  But,  in  re- 
lation to  ofBcers  who  are  really  necessary  to  the 
public  service,  I  would  give  them  liber^  com- 
pensations. I  know  not,  at  this  moment,  a 
soUtsry  officer,  whose  salary  I  woold  rednise. 
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1 1  would  touch  the  sslaiy  only  throng  tiie 
office ;  and  by  one  and  the  same  act,  wherever 
I  found  a  unecure,  or  a  mere  nominal  employ- 
ment, I  would  sweep  both  the  salary  and  the 
office.  In  regard  to  those  great  pablic  estab- 
lishments essential  to  the  security  of  the  coon- 
try,  I  would  maintain  them  au  in  a  state  of 
salutary  vigor  and  efficiency ;  but  as  the  best 
means  of  doing  that,  I  would  endeavor  to  free 
them  from  incumbrance,  and  to  pnrge  then 
from  abase  in  every  branch  of  their  admimi- 
tration.  This,  nr,  is  my  idea  of  pnblic  econ- 
omy. 

Sir,  I  have  been  verj  much  snrpiiwcd  thik 
thu  proposition  .of  retrenchment  has  bees  so 
[ffomptiy  met  as  an  attack  npon  the  piestsi 

Administratitm.  Are  they  not  fHoida  of  ecoa- 
omyl  The  President  has  given  ns  the  taofiiM 
profesi^ons  upon  this  subject — even  of  s  "  strict'* 
and  "  vif^ant "  economy.  Do  his  ftiends  dis- 
trost  his  sincerity,  or  does  their  sensitulitT,  no 
the  present  occasion,  arise  from  the  proposed 
inquiry  into  the  disbursements  of  the  Govern- 
ment t  Sir,  this  is  made  our  dn^  annuallT, 
by  the  stuiding  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 
It  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  na  b^r  s  still  bighsr 
authority  —  that  of  tJie  oonstitiiti<m  itself; 
which  req^res  that  "a  reenlsr  ststemcDt  sal 
account  of  the  recdpts  and  expeaidttnres  of  s3 
public  money,  shall  be  published  from  tins  to 
time."  Now,  sir,  to  make  thia  pnUisbed  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  of  pnblic  money 
what  it  was  designed  to  be,  a  check  on  extrava- 
gance and  abuse,  it  must,  sometimes  at  ksrt, 
embrace  particulars  and  detjuls  which  can  be 
elicited  only  by  special  inquiry. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  frtun  Maasscha- 
setts  (Mr.  Evbbett)  seemed  to  think  that  ve 
had  no  rightful  authority  to  inqnire  into  tbe 
expenditure  of  one  of  the  fhnds  embraced  by 
the  proposed  inqniiy — the  fkind  tbe  oastia- 
gent  expenses  of  foreign  interoomse^  He 
seemed  to  think  that  this  fiud  was  put  into  tiw 
bands  of  tbe  Preddent  as  the  eonstitutwiMJ 
orgnn  of  onr  intercourse  with  foreign  natioa&. 
and  that  as  such  he  had  a  right  to  dintose  of  it 
In  any  manner  he  pleased,  without  aiscloeiag 
the  particulars  of  ite  expenditore  to  any  ose. 
and  that,  by  the  proposed  inquiry,  w«  should 
invade  s  high  prerogative  of  tbe  PreRdentasl 
office.  Sir,  I  will  fir^t  remark  that  tha  ol^eo- 
tion  proceeds  from  a  misapprehenaon  in  pont 
of  fact  None  of  the  resolutions  call  for  the 
particulars  of  the  expenditures  out  of  this  fund. 
They  only  ask  for  the  respective  amounts  of 
what  has  been  expended  out  of  this  fond  and 
settled  at  tiie  IVesaury,  without  any  q>edfiej^ 
tion  of  the  nature  of  the  expenditure,  and  of 
what  has  been  expended  and  settled  in  the 
usual  way,  upon  ^^ifio  vouchers.  Tlie  lav 
authorizes  the  President  to  cause  the  expeidi- 
tures  out  of  this  fund  to  be  settled  at  the 
Treasury,  "by  specially  accounting  for  the 
same,  in  all  instances  wherein  the  exp^dittue 
may,  in  his  judgment,  be  made  pnblio ;  "  end  is 
other  instaaoes  by  merely  making  s  oectificals 
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of  the  amount  of  each  expenditure  as  be  m&j 
think  it  ftdvisable  not  to  specify."  Now,  sir,  the 
resolntions  nader  consideration  ask  only  for  the 
aggregates  of  these  two  classes  of  expenditures ; 
ana  do  not  seek  a  disolosnre  of  the  particular 
itema  of  either.  There  is,  therefore,  no  foan- 
daticm,  in  point  of  fact,  for  considering  these 
resolutions  as  invading  any  prerogative  of  the 
Preddent)  even  if  tiw  dootruw  m  the  gentle- 
man  from  Kaasachosetts  were  correct. 

Bnt,  SB  I  con^der  that  doctrine  alt(^tber 
errooeonB,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
legitimate  fbnoUons  of  this  House,  I  beg  leave 
here  to  protest  against  It.  It  was  once  con- 
tended in  England,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons bad  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  oivu  list  revenue,  because  that  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  private  and 
personal  grant  to  the  Kioe,  subject  exclusively 
to  his  own  discretion.  There  was  a  plausible 
ground  iac  that  olaim  in  England,  inasmuch  as 
the  dvil  liat  rermne  is  always  settled  upon  the 
Kinf^  at  his  acoesumi,  for  life.  But  even  there, 
it  has  been  long  ^noe  repudiated,  and  abandon- 
ed by  Ministers  themselvea,  ana  the  ctvil  list 
ravenne,  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of  the 
public  revenue,  is  held  to  be  a  trust,  in  the 
bands  of  tiie  sovereign,  suttJect,  at  all  times,  to 
examinatimi  and  control  by  tiie  Representatives 
of  the  people.  If  this  be  the  acknowledged 
doctrine  in  England,  in  relation  to  a  monarch 
holding  his  power  independently  of  any  express 
act  of  consent  on  the  part  of  uie  people,  how 
much  more  applicable  is  it  to  a  Government 
like  ours,  where  the  Chief  Kagistrate  is  the 
immediate  creature  and  servant  of  the  public 
Till  andre^KHiriblefor  all  his  acts? 

This  ides  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Pred- 
dent,  in  regard  to  the  aisbursements  of  what  is 
oommooly  oalled  *'the  secret  servioe  "  ftand,  is 
founded  npon  a  total  misconception  of  the  act 
of  Oongreas,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
That  aet  oi  Congress,  properly  considered,  does 
not  vest  any  right  in  the  President.  It  only 
conveys  an  authority  to  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  and  empowers  them  to  credit 
^borsements  of  public  money,  in  certain 
cases,  without  speoifio  vouchers,  which,  other- 
wise, they  would  not  have  been  autiiorized  to 
credit.  Hence,  the  oonoloding  declaration  of 
the  law,  that,  in  cases  of  secret  service,  tiie 
mere  "eertifloate  of  the  PrendMit  shall  be 
deemed  a  snflBdentToncherfbrthe  sum  or  snms 
therein  expressed  to  have  been  expended."  The 
true  purpoee  and  effect  ci  the  law,  is  to  protect 
the  President  from  disclosing  the  nature  of  his 
expenditures  out  of  this  fund,  totheaeconnting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  and  not  from  com- 
municating them  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  in  their  high  offioial  character,  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  ibe  nation,  if  they  deem  it 
expedient  to  call  for  them.  This  power  of  Con- 
gress i»  aa  inherent  and  fhndamental  rif^t  of 
the  people,  and  can  never  be  abandoned  in 
principle,  without  betraying  the  interests  and 
privil^ea  <tf  onr  wniatitaenta.  How  &r  it  may 


be  safe  and  prudent  to  exercise  it,  is  another 
question — one  of  mere  discretion,  which  nmat 
depend  upon  the  particular  outnimstances  oi 
each  case,  as  it  shall  arise. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  right  and'the  duty  of 
this  House,  at  all  times,  to  institute  any  in- 
quiries it  may  deem  necessary  into  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  money,  I  should  vote  for  the 
loesent  inquiry  upon  general  prinoiides  alone. 
But  I  confess,  sur,  I  have  a  fiirther  reason  foe 
giving  my  assent  to  the  proposed  investigation, 
m  the  presmt  instance,  I  find  that  mnoh 
lai^er  sums  have  been  famished  to  the  present 
A^ninistration,  on  account  of  all  the  fbnds  em- 
braced in  the  scope  of  this  inquiry,  than  were 
Aimished  to  the  Administration  which  preceded 
it ;  and  hence  it  seems  to  me  to  be  particularly 
proper,  that  we  should  inquire  what  has  created 
the  necessity  for  these  increased  supplies,  and 
in  what  manner  they  have  been  disposed  of. 
For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  this  difference 
more  distmctly  to  the  House,  I  have  compiled 
fh>m  our  appropriation  laws,  a  comparative 
statement,  stiowing  the  roms  appropriated  for 
the  eontingent  expenses  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments, and  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse,  during  the  three  last  years  of  uae 
last  Administration,  to  wit^  182^^  1828,  and 
1824;  and  the  sums  ^ropriated  for  the  same 
objects  during  the  three  years  of  the  present 
Administration,  to  wit,  1825,  1826,  and  18S7. 
(Here  Mr.  R.  exhibited  a  table.) 
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From  this  exhibit,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the 
total  amount  of  appropriations  for  each  of  the 
contingent  fands  m  question,  for  the  three 
years  of  the  present  Administration,  baa  greatly 
exceeded  tiie  total  amount  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  same  ftands,  dnring  the  last  three  years 
of  the  preceding  Administration ;  preaenttng, 
in  the  aggregate^  aa  inereaae  of  Uttie  less  tiiu 
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60  per  cent.  To  this  table,  I  have  subjoined  a 
atatemeDt  of  the  appropriations  for  the  whole 
expenses  of  foreign  interoonrse,  both  regular 
ana  ooatingeDt,  for  tiie  same  periods,  exhibiting 
an  inoreaae  bf  corresponding  extent,  in  that 
branoh  of  the  pablio  serrioe,  under  tiie  present 
Administration.  I  have  indnded  the  appro- 
priation for  foreign  intercourse  graerallj,  be- 
oanse  that  is  a  sabjeot  particnlarlj  referred  hj 
the  oonsiitntioQ  and  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  discretion  of  the  Execntive ;  and 
for  tiie  regulation  of  its  expenses,  therefore, 
the  Executive  is  partionlarlj  responsible. 

Some  gentlemen  ma7,  npon  the  first  blu^ 
account  for  the  great  difference  in  the  appro- 
priation for  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
nnder  the  present  and  li^  Administrations,  hj 
referring  it  to  the  opening  of  our  diphHuatic  in- 
teroonrae  with  the  South  Amencan  States. 
Bnt  it  Bo  happens,  Uiat  that  intercourse  was 
opened  several  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  present  Administration;  and  that,  in  the 
very  first  year  embraced  by  the  statement,  to 
wit,  in  1822,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated,  by  a  separate  law, 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  missions  to  the  in- 
dependent nations  of  South  America.  The 
comparison,  then,  is  altogether  fur,  embracing 
two  equal  periods  of  time,  when  the  circum- 
Btances  of  the  country,  in  its  foreign  relaUons, 
wereasflimilaraath^welloonldbe.  Theother 
Buligeota  of  comparison  in  the  for«;oing  table, 
are  confined  to  contingent  appropriadouB,  be- 
oaose,  in  the  disbnraement  of^chem,  the  Execu- 
tive and  its  officers  have  an  unlimited  discre- 
tion, and  must,  therefore,  be  hdd  exclusively 
responsible  for  excessive  or  improper  expendi- 
tures. 

B^ore  I  take  my  leave  of  this  table,  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  fact  dis- 
closed by  it,  in  connection  with  a  vaunting  re- 
mark made  by  a  friend  of  the  Administration, 
(Hr.  PxAJtoB,)  a  few  days  ago.  He  claimed 
great  credit  for  the  Administration,  that  they 
asked  no  ^propriation  for  contingent  expenses 
of  fore^  interoonrse,  during  the  present  year ; 
and  eit£er  he  or  8<mie  other  Mntiemau  gave  na 
to  understand  that  snob  a  wing  had  not  hap- 
pened before,  since  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Certain  it  is  that  I  have  seen  this  state- 
ment made  in  a  tone  of  great  confidence  and 
self-applause,  in  several  leading  journals  devoted 
to  the  support  of  the  Administration.  Now,  sir, 
we  are  not  nnder  the  necessity  of  travelling 
very  far  back  for  a  refutation  of  this  assertion ; 
for  it  so  happens,  that,  in  two  out  of  three 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  embraced  by 
the  statement  I  have  exhibited,  there  was  no 
sudi  appropriation.  The  years  1822  and  1823, 
it  will  be  seen,  present  peifect  blanks  as  to  this 
apM(q>riation.  If  we  go  further  back,  we  shall 
find  long  tracts  of  time,  dnring  which  there 
was  no  snoh  appropriatifm.  For  four  or  five 
eucoessive  years  of  iSr.  Jefferacm's  Administra- 
tion there  was  none. 

I  aud,  J£r.  Speaker,  that  t2ie  large  Inoreue  In 


the  supplies  granted  hj  Congress  to  the  pr^ 
ent  Amuinistration,  for  these  objecta,  resMCRd 
it  partionlarly  pr{^>«r  that  ireahoaUl  ii^[aire 
into  their  disbursement.  I  do  not  meas  to  mj 
(becadse  I  have  no  knowledge  upon  the  sal^eet) 
that  there  has  been  any  thing  wrong  in  that 
bnrs^ent;  nor  do  I  mean  to  aay,  that  the 
actual  expenditure  has  been  eqaal  to  the  ap- 
propriations. But  as  we  all  know  that  the  Mp- 
proprlations  made  by  Congress  are  fonnded  npon 
estimates,  famished  by  the  several  Departments 
of  what  they  will  require  for  their  respective 
operations,  the  appropriations  made  must  be 
r^^ded  as  a  fair  criterion  for  approximatiiig, 
at  least,  the  actnal  expenditnree  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  the  increase  of  expenditure,  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  pablie  service,  em* 
braced  by  the  statement  I  have  ezhilnted,  has 
not  kept  equal  pace  with  the  increase  of  apfvo* 
priations,  I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me  that 
that  increase  has,  at  least,  been  very  crasidn^ 
able,  under  the  present  Administration. 

The  ^gregate  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  notoriously  increased.  I  here  spetk. 
of  its  ordinary  current  eipenditarea,  by  wfaieh 
I  mean  all  expenditures,  except  paymenta  on 
account  of  the  public  debt,  and  demands  arising 
from  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Those  ex- 
penditures, in  1822,  were  $9,827,642;  in  1823, 
19,784,162;  in  1824,  $10,448,779,  making  a 
total  sum,  dnring  the  three  last  years  of  the 
last  Administration,  of  $80,060,678.  In  18SS, 
the  same  class  of  expenditures  unoonted  to 
$11,416,682;  in  182S,  to  $18,063,816 ;  1887.  to 
$12,286,630 ;  making  a  total  som  dnring  the 
three  years  of  the  present  Administn^on,  «f 
$36,764,428.  The  increase  of  the  ordinal?  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  nnder  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  compared  with  m  com- 
sponding  period  of  the  last  Administration,  has 
amounted,  then,  to  an  annual  sum  of  $2,234,618. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  hold  the  Execu- 
tive responsible  for  the  whole  of  this  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures ;  bnt  as  their  friends 
are  ever  ready  to  dum  for  them  the  credit  of 
whatever  good  has  been  done  since  tti^  came 
into  power,  it  is  but  fair  that  th^  ^ooM  bear 
a  porUon  of  the  blame  for  tiie  evil  whieli  may 
have  been  committed.  We  are  perpetnaUj  told 
of  the  sixteen  millions  of  the  principal  of  the 
publicdebt,  which  have  been  extingni^ied  nnder 
the  present  Administration,  as  an  evidence  oi 
their  good  management,  and  as  if  the  merit 
belonged  personalty  and  exclusively  to  them. 
If  tliey  are  to  have  the  whole  credit  of  this 
operation,  they  must  submit  to  bear  a  portion, 
at  least,  of  the  blame  which  may  be  impnted 
for  not  doing  more.  The  statement  which  I 
have  jnst  made,  shows  that  if  the  expenditares 
of  the  Government  under  the  present  Adinuais> 
tration,  hod  been  kept  within  tiie  ^it  aatkfaei 
to  tliem  by  the  last  Administration,  a  ftotber 
sum  of  near  seven  mill1<ms  of  doners  n^to 
have  been  applied  to  the  extingtrislunent  <rfme 
public  debt;  and,  instead  of  rixtem  BliUiMl^^ 
twen^-three  mUliona  of  it  ori^  have  Imcb 
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discharged,  since  the  present  Administration 
oame  into  office.  Considering  "  the  deep  solici- 
tnde  "  which  the  President  himself  informs  ns, 

is  felt  hy  every  class  of  onr  citizens  for  the 
total  discharge  of  the  public  debt"  and  the 
earnest  desires  professed  by  himself  upon  the 
Balked;  it  waajnstiy  to  have  been  ene<ded  that 
he  would  use  all  bis  influence  and  all  his  vio- 
lence to  hasten  a  "  consammation  so  dfivonuy 
to  be  wished." 

Now,  sir,  with  such  facts  as  these  before  onr 
eyes,  is  it  very  surprising  that  some  of  us 
should  entertain  and  Tcnture  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  whatever  other  merits  the  pres- 
ent  Admini^ration  may  possess,  an  exemplary 
fingality  is  not  one  of  them  I  There  are  many 
persons  in  this  coantry  who  have  not  redded 
the  last  Administration  as  a  model  of  public 
economy.  If  they  were  obnoxious  to  the 
chai^  of  extravagance,  what  most  be  said  of 
the  present  Administration  ?  And  yet  the  bon- 
oraUe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  his 
pathetic  snnunary  of  Uie  wrongs  and  persecu- 
tions of  the  present  Administration,  specially 
complained  of  the  charge  of  exbvva^noe.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  a  very  hard  case  that  those, 
whom  he  oontidered  such  good  stewards  of  the 
pubUc  resources,  should  be  r^^arded  by  others 
as  ratJier  deficient  in  some  of  the  attributes  of 
that  chuaoter.  He  complained,  too,  that  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  whom  he  eulonzed 
for  their  distinguished  talents,  their  wisdom, 
tJieir  virtues,  their  public  services,  bad  been 
viewed  and  spoken  of  wiOi  less  admiration  by 
others;  and  set  all  this  down  to  theaoooant 
of  a  persecuting  spirit. 


'Wkdhudat,  Jehniarj  6. 

The  House  took  np  the  Tewdntion  on  Re- 
trenchment. 

ICr.  DiUTTOir  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  res- 
olutions moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Eeo- 
tuclcy,  (Mr.  CmLTOK.)  and  of  the  amendments  to 
thetn,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  (Hr.  Hamilton,)  it  appears,  that  their 
objects  are  to  inquire  into  the  expenditares  of 
this  Administration,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
they  cannot  be  diminished.  To  one  of  these  ez- 
peoditores,  that  relating  to  what  has  been  term- 
ed **  the  secn^t  service  niud,"  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Dobbbt,) 
exdosively  applies,  and  is  amendatory  of  an 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Cwo- 
lina,  upon  the  same  subjecL  No  other  excep- 
tion, then,  could  be  ni^fed  against  t^e  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  than 
that  it  was  saperflaous,  being  embraced  within 
the  scope  of  me  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  Admitting  this  tu  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  worth  an  argament,  or  rath- 
er the  time  which  the  argument  would  consume, 
to  show  that  the  amendment  is  superfluous; 
because  its  reception  wilt  not  interfere  with,  or 
em^rraes  the  proceediogs  of  any  committee, 
to  which  the  pending  resolations  may  be  refer- 
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red.  But,  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  is  calculated  to  render  more  foil 
and  perfect  the  information  sooght  for  by  my 
colleague,  then,  of  course,  it  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed ;  that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  that  effect, 
seems  to  me  to  be  manifest.  The  mere  specifl- 
cation  of  the  amount  of  moneys  disbaned  hy 
the  preaent  Sxeontive,  out  of  tne  secret  aervioe 
flind,  nnoooneoted  with  the  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  expended,  out  of  the  same  ftod,  by  his 
predecessors,  wonld  be  useless.  Without  com- 
paring together  the  amonnts  tljus  disbursed  by 
the  President  and  by  his  predecessors,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  times,  and  the 
aitnation  of  the  oountry,  in  its  internal  and  ex- 
ternal relations,  we  can  arrive  at  no  eondnsion 
approaching  to  satiE^aotion.  Theee  comparisons 
are  imposeible,  unless  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  be  acted  upon,  and, 
therefore,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  With  all 
possible  offidal  Ughts,  we  shall  still  be  at  a  loss 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  or  imp 
propriety  of  disbarsementa,  related  by  Execu- 
tive disoretioD,  often  exercised  upon  delicate 
transaoticma,  which  both  policy  and  good  fiuth 
require  to  be  kept  secret.  It  has  been  suggest- 
ed, that  the  committee  without  this  amend- 
ment would  make  the  investigation  it  calls  for; 
but  they  might  not.  By  the  tenor  of  the  reso- 
lution, relating  to  the  secret  service  fund,  they 
would  not  be,  necessarily,  lent  to  that  extended 
investigation,  as  the  language  of  the  resolution 
limits  the  inquiry  to  the  disbarsements  by  the 
{Resident  in  office.  To  guard  against  any  omis- 
sion, and  to  obtain  the  facts  required,  we  there- 
fore give  to  oar  committee  the  instructions  we 
think  proper  for  its  guidance.  Ownmitteea  are 
the  organs  of  this  House;  and  'tis  the  right  and 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  give  them  such  direc- 
tions as  it  thinks  best  calculated  to  attain  its 
objects,  and  leave  to  inference,  what  may  be 
rendered  definite  and  certain.  'Tia  also  desira* 
ble,  whenever  an  inquiry  is  instituted  into  the 
conduct  of  a  public  onicer,  that  every  semblance 
of  pr^udice,  or  party  spirit,  should  be  avoided. 
In  moving  his  amendment,  my  friend  and  col- 
league was  influenced  by  fair  and  honorable 
motives;  but  if  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  throw  light  upon  the  oondnot  of  this 
President,  by  compjaring  it  with  that  of  other 
Presidents  under  similar  circumstances,  should 
be  Fleeted ;  then  tiie  inf^noe  might  be  drawn, 
tiiat  the  resolution  of  my  coUeagne  was  framed 
with  the  view  of  exduding  necessary  and  im- 
portant information,  and  a  character  be  thus 

g'ven  to  it  at  variance  with  what  he  intended. 
.  conducting  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a 
public  officer,  we  ought  not  only  to  have  all  the 
evidence  before  us,  which  we  think  is  calculat- 
ed to  enlighten  our  Judgments,  but  which  the 
friends  of  that  officer,  upon  this  floor,  may 
deem  necessary  f(>r  his  instiflcation,  unless  what 
is  required  should  t>e  plainly  iudative.  Whether 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
be  important  or  unimportant,  may  admit  of  a 
diAwenoe  of  <^iion:  that  it  is  not  indative^ 
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will  be  conceded  by  every  one.  For  these  rea- 
sons, I  am  in  favor  of  the  aniendmeat  which 
has  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  were — yeaa 
178,  n^  8. 

The  qaestioD  was  put  to  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  ib.  Ohiltok,  as  amended,  and  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative  nnanimotuly. 

So  the  resolntions  passed  in  the  following  form : 

**  Retplved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appoint' 
ed,  whose  duty  it  afeali  be  to  inquire  and  report  to 
tfa^  House,  if  any,  and  what,  retrenchment  can  be 
made,  irith  safety  to  the  public  interest,  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  the  Ooverameiit  of  the  United 
States,  and  In  the  amoimt  of  salaries  whidi  they  may 
re8pe<^Tely  receive ;  more  espedaily,  to  report  ipe- 
dflcally  on  the  following  heads  : 

"  l8t.  What  redactions  of  expense  con  be  made  in 
the  State  Department,  in  the  number  and  salaries  of 
the  ofBcers  and  clerks  attached  to  this  Department, 
in  the  expenses  regulating  the  foreign  intercourse, 
and  in  the  minting  and  distrilnition  of  the  public 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

**  2d.  What  reductions  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  whether  an  effective  system  of  aoeountablUty, 
and  for  the  collection  of  the  public  dues,  is  there 
established. 

**  8d.  What  redactions  of  expense  can  be  made  in 
the  Kavy  Department,  in  the  clerks  and  officers 
now  acting  subordinately  to  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Kavj. 


[FnasABT.un 

"4tb,  What  reductions  of  expense  can  be  mds 
in  the  Department  of  War,  in  die  Indian  Dtpirt- 
ment,  and  in  the  clerks  and  officers  now  sdisg  at- 
ordinately  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War. 

"6th.  WhatredQCttiMU  of  expensecanbentdtii 
the  number  of  officers,  and  the  amount  of  cmjim' 
satlon  which  they  may  receive,  in  tlie  Ponmuut 
Qeneral'a  Department. 

"  And  that  the  committee  be  further  inatnctcd  to 
examine  the  several  eoaiingent  funds  of  cad  d 
these  Departments,  and  to  report  the  smosnt 
objects  for  which  disbursements  have  been  mde, 
from  these  funds ;  and  that  they  report  the  ■axnsti, 
vouched  and  unvouched,  which  have  been  psid  fan 
the  secret  service  fund,  since  the  first  day  of  Jolr, 
1790,  or  the  fund  regulating  the  coDtingeoocs  ol 
foreign  intercourse,  and  of  the  fond  for  the  expeM 
of  the  Intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Foweit. 

*'  And  that  they  further  report  whether  the  ea» 
pensation  of  members  of  Congress  should  be  n- 
duced ;  and  whether  the  fixed  salaries  of  the  sImb 
of  this  House  and  its  contingent  expenses^  cas,iiA 
propriety,  be  lUminished. 

"  And  ^rther,  that  they  inquire  whether  any  noi 
iScation  of  the  unking  fund  act  can  be  made, 
a  view  of  prodneiu  a  men  qieedy  extii^idifeBat 
ofthepnt&debt'^ 

Kr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Inqham,  Ur.  Snmir, 
Ur.  RivBs,  Mr.  Evbbbtt,  Mr.  Wicxum,  lad 
Mr.  Wbioht,  of  New  York,  v««  ^pcrinMd 
committee. 
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oar  neighbor,  640 ;  If  tUa  amendment  is  adopted,  It  goes 
to  tMMh  tbo  legal  itfgb.i  to  evorr  slave  In  thta  cooDti7 
prevtooalr  fmported,  646;  bm  ireeommlttod,  641^ 

Beaolntlon  of  Inqnlrjr  respecting  regulations  npon 
which  private  pn^rtf  shall  be  taken  tot  pnbUo 
use,  606;  oecaelon  of  the  reaoloUon,  65T;  a  sluilUr 
resolntton  fonnerl^  introduced  Into  the  Honse,  657; 
fifth  amendment  to  the  constttntlon,  tSI. 

dme,  vol.  6,  Stam^ry. 


A^ricvihtrt,  OommUU*  OM.— As  Indme,  toL  6. 
AuxAKDia,  Manx,  Kepresentattira  ttvm  Tbglnla,  01ft  Am 

Indtcf,  vols.  0,  T,  8. 
AlffeHnt  War.—SeeIndeK,To'L1, 

AUtffUineM,  JTorMffn^Bu  Ihdtm,  toL  1;  olsp  JwUat,  Tola. 

2,5,  6,  SkpaMatbM. 
ixLXK,  KoBxrr,  Representative  fKmi  Ylrglnia,  009.  AsA- 

dtK,  T<^  6, 7,  a. 
Aluck,  SAinm  d,  Ropresenlatlve  fhmi  IfsssBOhnsetts,  0OB ; 

on  the  case  of  Iforigny  D'Autorive,  66T.  jSm  JndMy 

vols,  a,  7,  & 

AuTOM,  Willis,  Bepresentative  f^om  North  Candlnai  610. 
S9«  Indta>,  vols.  2, 8,  4,  5,  S. 

AaulUi  Jttand,—Set  Indea,  vd.  0L 

Afit4Hdvt«i%t  <(fa«  OmsMMton.— In  tbo  House  a  reoolntlon 
Ibr  the  amendment  of  th«  eonstttatloB  oonsldered,  8; 
nneonstttottonal  to  make  the  amendments,  4;  eontt» 
dlotor7  to  experience,  4;  secnrltf  provided  sgalnst 
amendments,  from  light  and  trivial  causes,  by  the  mode 
of  raaUng  them,  4;  proviso  of  the  fifth  ardele  of  the 
constitution,  4;  powers  trf  the  President  deemed  not  to 
be  the  proper  object  of  much  Jealousy,  4 ;  the  Ihthers  of 
the  revotntlon  thonght  dUBmntlj,  4;  a  ftw  ot  bis  eon- 
■Utntkmal  ntttflmtes  ozamlMd,  4;  the  powen  of  tho 
Preriden^  altbon^  great,  are  neeemary  lor  the  snfetf 
<^  the  Kepubllc,  4;  befws  any  amendment  la  adopted 
Its  adaptabtlltj'  to  the  spirit  and  genlns  of  onr  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  ascertained,  5;  the  frameis  of  the 
constitution  well  knew  that  the  States  were  the  best 
goatdlans  of  SUto  rl^ta,  6 ;  whenever  the  State  legisla- 
tures have  appointed  the  electors  Instead  of  designating 
the  mode  of  their  electloa,  tboj  have  vliriated  the  eon- 
aUtnthn,  S;  refcreae*  to  tha  Fadmllat,  »;  what  hH 
been  the  opentton  of  tboomstlt&ttoB?  6;  thaadcfpUon 
of  the  district  sTstem,  and  a  direct  vote  In  distrioto  fbr 
President  and  Tleo-Presldent,  would  cure  the  most 
alarming  of  these  evils,  6;  Intention  <rf  the  eonatltntlon 
in '  Interposing  the  electoral  oolleges,  6;  tho  voting 
directly  and  Immodlately  tor  tho  man  of  their  choica 
wonld  be  productive  of  lively  satlsflurtlon  on  the  part  of 
tho  people,  T;  Uw  freehold  viva  ooos  snlhsge  of  Vlr> 
giBia,  7;  this  amendment  Horn  not  Inlarfbt*  with  Btato 
rights  T;  tha  power  of  Oa  Hon*  m  onrdsed  In  tbis 
election  is  the  only  purely  fbderatlve  ftetnra  that  now 
remains,  7 ;  if  the  defbrmed  features  at  corrapUon  have 
been  here  manifested.  Is  there  do  uode  of  expelling  tho 
monster  but  by  digging  19  tta  inmdatloiH  «t  tho  oon- 
BtltDtionaledlflcer  6. 

A  qneetlon  of  vast  Interest  to  the  people  trfUda  ceva- 
try,  S ;  a  question  of  aoracaigi^  InrolTod,  6;  la  pnA> 
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tlM  how  does  tbt  torenAgatj  of  Um  p*ojAe  op«ntt«  in  i 
tlucImtlanortheCailef  MagbtnteoftlMiMtlonTS;  It] 
U  Mid  tint  It  MTer  «u  Intendad  hj  the  fMmeis  that 
tba  peopl*  ihoDld  ezereUa  thia  Importuit  fbnctloD  of 
•Uettng  tha  Prwldant,  S ;  Tie  v  taken  of  the  qoeatlon  by 
nrloGB  qwskers,  8;  wu  It  never  intended  that  the  peo- 
ple ahonUeleet  the  Fraddent  ft;  what  ii  the  lufnage«f 
the  preamble  to  th«  eonsUtntimi  f  9;  evtdenow  drawn 
flmn  th«  eoutitatloB,  V;  an  then  •rldeneesl  9;  o^alou 
of  KadlaoB,  Hamlltmi,  J^,  V;  Vo.  «B  of  the  IMertUn, 
S;  wbatwere  the  opinions  entertained  In  theeonren- 
tlon  of  Virginia  to  which  ttits  constlttitloD  waa  snb- 
tnlttedf  0;  remarkaof  Honroe,9;  will  anjonehaiard 
the  opinion  that  hereafter  this  election  will  but  eeldom 
doToive  on  Congreiar  10;  two  proporitlou  ooniidered, 
10;  theeonatltntlanahenldbewamondodthat'thoelM* 
tlDB  of  Preddant  and  Ttee-PmldoBt  ihall,  In  no  tmttt, 
dandra  npon  th*  rupeflttn  Hooiea  ttf  Coagma,  10; 
daftets  of  tha  oonitltntlDn,  10 ;  why  Uili  eleetlen  ihoiild, 
In  BO  event,  devotve  on  Congreaa  T  10 ;  it  ma^  baHMS 
thftt  a  minorltr  may  elect  a  Preddent,  11;  Is  there  no 
danger  that  even  the  Bepreaantetlvea  of  ftaemen  maj'i 
In  an  evil  honr,  be  tempted  to  depart  from  the  path  Df 
inijt  IS;  is  immaenlate  porlt;  to  be  found  witUu 
tbeas  walls,  and  In  no  other  ooner  of  tho  earthf  18; 
H  la  said  tliat  ftr  tiw  hmot  of  tUa  House  a  sn^ldon 
shooid  Dot  be  Indulged  that  Its  numbon  eonid  be  cor- 
nptod,U;  If  tUs  oloetloit  shall  froqnontlr  dtrriTo  on 
Oongress,  a  door  will  be  opened  to  corruption,  Intrigna, 
■Bd  to  olBoa  bnnteiB,  through  which  the  erll-doer  my 
««ao  day  sap  the  ftrandatlotu  of  tho  Bepabllc,  13; 
when  the  electioa  oomes  to  thla  HoaM  It  Is  calculated 
to  InterAre  with  and  Impede  tbe  onlloary  business  of 
IsglslaUon,  18. 

Tho  pn^ositiOB  that  each  Start*  In  the  Union  shall  bo 
divided  Into  as  nmnj  dlatriota  as  tiwn  are  Benators  sad 
B«prsMatatlT6BfaiOoBgreaBft«maaohStat«,18;  ottfcct 
^  the  propodtlon,  18 ;  do  tho  pec^Ie  In  STerjr  saetion  of 
tho  TTnloB,  In  Awt,  poeaeag  and  exercise  their  equal  rela- 
tlve  weight  in  tho  election  f  18;  a  bare  midorlty  of  the 
people  of  the  six  laiger  States  might  elect  a  President, 
U ;  the  dilemma,  14 ;  wUl  the  smaller  autea  object  to  that 
part  of  the  resolntion  whidi  ozdodes  the  election  ftom 
OwgrcasTK;  will  the  larger  Btates  obJectF  14;  a  ml- 
Borl^  In  one  of  tho  laigor  Statea,  whoaa  voice  Is  entirelr 
M^TMSod,  nutr  be  flva  Umeo  as  large  as  a  mafoKty  In 
onoof  the  smallorBtatea,  16;  Delaware  and  New  Toric, 
16 ;  an  occnrrenee  in  ihib  of  the  dlatriota  of  Maryland, 
16;  the  people  require  no  such  agency  aa  the  electors,  18; 
It  Is  said  that  when  we  approach  this  constltDtion  we 
stand  on  holy  ground,  19;  the  amendonent  does  not  pro> 
post  to  dlaturb  tho  pilnetide,  bat  Iobtcs  It  when  tho 
Miistitatlonpdaoodlt,10;  the  subject  of  slnvory,  17;  it 
]•  said,  that  In  tU  olaotlons  tba  minority  have  no  rights, 
sad  mnat  submit,  IT;  It  la  thongfat  the  gensnl  ticket 
^item  woold  moat  elfoctuaUy  ornsh  the  caaciu  at  the 
oentre  of  the  State,  17 ;  it  Is  objeeWd  that  the  amend- 
ment Interferes  with  BtaU  rlghta  and  tends  to  consolida- 
tion of  the  Union,  IT ;  by  this  iJan  it  is  proposed  to  take 
from  Cwgreas  the  eontlngent  power  of  eteeting  the  Fro- 
ridaut  and  Tle^-PMUan^  and  to  (Ito  It  to  the  people  of 
tho  Stntai,  18;  Is  this  ^odnd^  oonMlldstloA r  IB; 
does  this  plan  tsk*  fh>m  the  latgo  States  any  of  their 
tlghtsf  IB;  It  Is  ssldtbatanyattompttopropoae  amend- 
ments to  the  oonstitation  wss  onoonaUtutlonal,  18;  we 
ara  admonished  that  we  ahoold  be  cautions  fn  touching 
this  charter  of  our  liberties,  18 ;  the  contest  between 
Burr  and  Jeflsrson,  19. 

A-qnesUonofgroatimportanee  to  the  small  States,  19; 
tho  twaoty^oM  pnposlttOM  that  boro  been  mbinittod, 
Iti  oxlitlif  dMBmstsMSi  and  tho  presant  time  do  not 


jQstuy  any  >moiidmoDts  wh«tmr,»;  ttm  wot  la- 
tended  that  tho  eoDstitotioa  ahoold  bo  aAetod  by  owy 
wind,  iO ;  no  caU  from  tho  pec^e  that  on^t  to  be  taodsd 
In  relation  to  the  propositions  now  under  dla<  iimIw.  li ; 
the  amendment  made  in  18M,  90 ;  that  amendment  faxk 
from  the  Bnall  States  an  inflnenoa  in  the  primary  dM- 
tloa,  wbldi  they  might  have  exerdsed,  and  which  Ihsy 
oaunot  now  exerdse,  SI ;  oxtnet  fivm  Um  spaech  tt 
Oov.  Orlswdd  of  COn&eotlont,  tl ;  iiiiiinailliiii  ths 
Oonrrntlon  wUehlbfmedfhoeonntltnUDn  tm  tUspoM, 
SS ;  an  election  by  the  Honao  was  not,  to  tbo  fraoMRi  «t 
tho  coDstitotlon,  by  any  means,  an  uDoxpeotod  ovaa^ 
;  the  different  modes  of  ^pcrintfng  olactors  emdnei 
99 ;  HadlsoB's  opinion  that  tho  Stete  L^Wotnao  omU 
^>point  eleetoia,  S3 ;  the  axerdse  of  this  power  In  aano 
osses  may  be  JnstlBed  from  naeesd^  oad  polky.g; 
iwsnwi  iijsliisl  till tliii iiii mil  fluni nisla T  iglslnlw. 
tt;  tbo  eleetloB  by  districts  Bdifet  In  m«7  CMOS  ndidn 
tho  power  of  Isfga-Btatea,  sad  Usaon  ttefr  Ibnoaadl*- 
flueBee,S8;  O*  pfamUty  modo  of  deoUng  momhnatf 
-Congress,  SI 

The  pTopodtien  to  remove  the  eleotlon  from  Qte  Hoase, 
and  the  Ioib  whldi  the  amall  Statea  will  anataln,  11 ;  ex- 
tract  ftam  the  letter  of  Washii^lon,  U;  IT  tho  esHll- 
tntlon  was  ibrmed  in  the  tm*  ifilrit  of  omnpnwilse  B 
may  not  bo  Improper  to  Inquire  Into  the  rdatlve  hm 
and  gdn  botwera  tho  fawge  and  ■oall  Btnt«a,M;  As 
nnrepreoented  fmotions  of  small  States,  SB;  tho  rftd 
of  this  fraction,  conddertng  the  nsngcs,  sa  weQ  aa  ms^ 
of  tba  eatebllBhed  rules  of  the  Qovemment,  K;  tW  ta- 
flnenca  and  poIIUcal  power  of  some  of  tbo  larg^  Strta 
have  IncTeased  beyond  the  cslcolatlons  of  the  ftnca 
of  tbo  constitution,  S6;  shall  one  portion  c^Joy  aO  b 
bmellla  of  tho  oonstltntloB,  lADe  nothor  pocttea  <f 
the  Btataa  an  doprtrad  of  what  It  wao  taiwded  thsf 
should cqJoyfM;  psedlar  popaUthMoraeSaua- 
onBtntes.M;  aBeprMmitatlv«itf  tho  ■oDoBo^lto 
be  oonaldered  as  sab  an  agent  as  a  naomber  ef  a  Sats 
Leglslatnre,  87;  the  member  tKm  Nsw  Tott  I'li—t 
support  the  Administration,  87 ;  while  soow  hmn  coo- 
tonded  that  the  removd  of  the  election  frvm  the  Bbch 
is  necessary  to  prevent  the  operation  of  tha  ccaOd 
power,  othen  bavo  contended  that  it  to  ni  iKssaij  t>  » 
store  regular  nomlnatioDft,  27;  Imprt^ety  •<  thr  pM- 
poead  aJtsnttona,  and  importanoo  of  that  ffuaiMO  in  Ihs 
ftdoratlve  system  to  small  Btates  whldi  It  la  ptopassd 
to  teke  ftom  them.  28 ;  Rhode  Islaad  not  baUad  km 
sister  States  In  the  lateatmggie,  S8. 

Qoestlon  Involved  in  some  f>b*eurtty  by  net  ffis- 
tingulahing  dearly  between  the  olijecti  of  the  Ocoond 

aad  State  Oovemmenta,  99 ;  h Wwy  of  onr  O  lanioi. 

SB ;  why  wan  tha  powonitf  sorerdgnty  divided  bccaoH 
the  two  OoTsramenlaf  99;  the  peoplo  cf  sack  State  Aal 
q>point  eloetors  in  such  manner  as  they  In  thdr  trrft 
rate  capadly  ehall  see  flt,  80;  the  power  to  ngnlata  Ihs 
mode  to  ^>polnt  dectors  in  each  State  is  ■  State  ri^tk 
80;  the  resolntioDS  propose  to  take  from  ths  Sttta 
all  manner  of  ctwtrol  over  the  elecUoR  of  Freddeot,  in- 
cipient or  final,  to  destroy  lU  fedora]  dtaracOer.  sad 
aiakeltB8tloBal,80;  thecxtandonef  thopowemof  As 
General  OorentmMit  to  any  anhfeet  orMoady  wttia 
the  oogabanoe  of  the  BtstsB,  remoTM  one  bnnlcr  agnfast 
the  Inroads  of  tb^  Oovenment  npon  the  oewetcigs^ 
and  Independence  of  the  Statea,  81 ;  it  is  aatd  thnt  th* 
decUon  by  the  Honae  violatea  the  maxim  whkh  laKMi 
tha  division  of  power  betweenthe  Exeentiv*  and  I>acto- 
lative  departments,  81;  It  la  add  the  etecthm  by  As 
HooBs  expoaes  the  members  to  be  diverted  ftmm  Aak 
duly.SS;  thoprlnd^  Oat  ooastitnto  Iholnatsda 
of  ftae  States^  M,  sa 

Oltfeetlmis  to  the  nnlirtiflM  eondtea^  M;  aal  n 
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^p«r  Urn*  to  ut  oa  th«  unendiDMita,  U ;  the  nDmtMT  J 
of  th«  TOKdatloiu,  and  vulety  of  tbe  pUu  propowd,  S4;  | 
tlu)  propriety  uid  emtitUl  right  ot  «  Bt»t«  to  rots  m- 
Gording  to  the  (atMnl  ticket  pUn,  80;  what  adTa&tige 
on  the  mode  ot  eltctlaf  bjr  gwenl  tkkat  bo  to  nj 
BtoUtU;  ItliHldthatvlttDthaflaMnlti^qjatrai 
lMadapM.br  on,  it  Mts  m  •  kind  of  Bwnl  eoudoii 
upon  til  to  adopt  It,  W;  thapopodtloHtodlipoiiwirltli 
etecton  ■Iti^tfaer,  and  pennlt  the  pMpIn  to  Tote  direct- 
ly for  Preatdent  aod  T ice-Piesldeat,  80 ;  the  prtvoattlon 
to  ameod  the  oooatttatloii  In  avoh  manner  as  to  prerent 
the  election  from  devolving  on  CongreaaiiUt;  baaOon- 
graMabaaedthlflpowerTn;  extract  bom  the  SlghU  (tf 
lIa>,S7;  attanvt  to  dlrert  oar  attentloK ftvm  Um  de- 
fMa  at  tha  eonrtltatlon  by  eipieaalag  t«T«faMa  tot  Ita 
flmiMn,S7;  tlw  eonatltatlOB  pnmd  dafeotlTe  1b  mm 
TOT  Impmtaat  patttonlai^SS;  Itaeeuaatoutliari^t 
of  ameodmeat,8e;  It  makM  no  certain  prorictoD  for  the 
election  of  Prealdent  aa  It  ctanda,  86;  dreomataiicea 
connected  with  the  late  Presidential  eleeUOD,  89. 

The  plan  proposed  more  liable  to  abnae  than  the  preo- 
eot  ■fatem,aadaiaentiaU7  Impiaclleable^M;  the  prcft- 
■Bt  (RB*idxatlos  of  tba  alaetonl  qratom  to  MMBttally 
f 'fw'f'H  to  ooooeBlnto  pnblle  t^nlOB  «b  thoM  who 
daaarre  public  coolldenoe,  St ;  artfully  oonteiidod  the 
pMplo  wonld  have  more  power  In  the  election,  89 ;  Im- 
practloahiltty  of  the  plan  propoeed,  40 ;  the  dedgn  of  the 
eonatltutloa  erldenUy  was  that  the  President  ahould  be 
ehoaen  by  the  people  of  the  States  In  thetr  eolleotlre 
oapaolty,  as  distinct  Independent  eommnnltlea,  40 ;  the 
ln«Tllable  roenlt  of  the  proposed  change  la  not  only  to 
msltlpty  cBBdMat<»,  bat  to  bring  forward  oaadldatea  of 
BdUbreBtfllaiBOT  order,  41;  what  baa  been  tboapera- 
tloa  e(  tba  present  ayatemt  tt;  error  from  the  political 
Tlew  takaB  of  the  people  of  thla  oonntry,  49 ;  the  cob< 
■tmtloB  prasorlbes  that  this  power  ahonld  be  exerdied 
by  the  States,  4S ;  we  hare  no  rl^t  to  amend  by  destroy- 
ing a  great  radical  power  of  the  States,  4S, 

Tbla  qnestioB  one  of  the  greatest  oonseqiUBoe  to  the 
peo^e  of  the  United  Sutea,  48;  Itla  aald  we  nnst  not 
Bttampt  to  loiprara  by  czparla&oe  iB  the  mareh  of  ttma, 
44;  tlMExoeatiTahaaalreadraamnehpowarglnBtalm 
aa  any  fHeod  of  hla  oonntry  would  wish  him  to  hare,  44 ; 
the  flramen  of  the  oonsUtDtton  were  not  poasesaod  of 
iuplntlon,44;  when  yoqarelnpnranltof  thefederatlro 
principle  yon  moat  look  to  the  Benate  bianch  of  the  Ka- 
tlonal  LegiaUtare.  46;  It  is  satd,  the  IlttU  Statca  wU 
nerer  agroe  to  any  sach  amendment,  It  will  be  taking 
from  then  their  aoTtfrcign  equality  without  giving  an 
oqnlTahfflt,4ft;  It  tonidthodlatrietiystMnwlUUndlo 
BeoMoUdatiaDofth6  8tatea,45;  It  la  aeU  the  Msnmetit 
reqnlrea  the  Urea  votora  la  all  the  States  to  be  put  on  a 
footing  of  equally,  46;  a  eaueoa  la  the  creatare  of  Ikc- 
tlon,  M ;  It  la  aald  a  caacoa  la  naeeiaary  for  eolleotlng 
aad  BBlUng  the  pnbllc  will,  46;  the  dltferenee  between 
a  caootts  at  this  plaee  and  elaowbera,  44;  the  Ineormp- 
UUllty  of  thli  Honaa  not  to  be  beHand,  4i;  the  people 
ongbt  to  vote  lot  ProaUcnt  wlthont  tha  Interposition  of 
aledora,  47. 

Look  at  the  rasaU  tf  tlw  gmoiri  Uekat  7ataaB,47; 
BOttOcation  to  Ur.  Adams  of  hla  clcettMit  48 ;  how  even 
hi*  friendi  oppooe  the  resolntton,  18. 

Amendment  olhred,  T7;  It  has  been  said  that  this 
amendment  owes  its  birth  ta>disappolntedambttloB,7T; 
It  la  aald  that  ao  Ikr  aa  the  choice  ot  ■  Chief  HaglatnU 
depended  on  nnlformlty,  w«  era  wltbont  any  eonsttta- 
tlonal  rale  whatever,  IT;  want  of  anttirmlty  la  by  no 
BMUi  tho  BHMtsariow  niadiW  that  Invaada  Uw  prea- 
•ntBj>t«B,I8;  UitMycf  tbaStatoalB  tbtonMar,TB; 
«aam  of  TliglBla,  18;  U  la  mU  b»  Winn  has  ownnwd 
la  tha  ojMmtioBa  of  the  exIatlBg  •jatwo,  n;  ttBdanay 


of  the  propoelOon  to  treneh  on  the  power  of  tba  Btataa, 
T9;  anlformttyofanyktndintheopetntlonaof  tUaa«T> 
enment  most  encroach  upon  tha  power  of  action  In  the 
States,  yet  nnlfonnlQ'  to  ntd  to  be  greaUy  wldiad,  78. 

Seflectlona  on  the  claim  of  power  tar  the  State  Leglf 
ktarM,80;  tbeaiaterlalaetlcHior  theeiataaln  tha 
•nlpliui,89;  diatrlbalion  of  elaetoral power  praaeatad 
■  eMiq>Ueeted  qneathn,  00 ;  wbeaever  aa  eceeatlTe 
eoBua  Into  otBee  by  an  appointment  of  this  Honae^ 
dangerona  oonaeqnencea  InevltaUy  reanlt,  80;  the  raao- 
InUona  as  flrat  iatrodaccd,  81 ;  the  saoeeiafhl  operation 
of  onr  Oovemment  thnsforshoald  not  lead  na  to  believe 
It  ao  aattled  and  permanent  that  we  may  venture  safely 
to  teat  It  wUhall  aorta  at  aobemea,  St. 

<&at«eteroftbaa(gnneBtlBc^paaUion,8a;  It  la  add 
to  be  oneoaatltiitioaal  to  aound  tha  eoaatUntko,  81; 
*'Aota  tad  InforaBoee,"  88;  trowed  plnei^ea  ef  Hi; 
Adama  while  a  candidate,  88;  change  of  oplnkm  on  thia 
aalfteet  by  the  Prealdent  and  hla  Menda,  88;  origin  of 
the  dlotrfct  ^tem  propodtlon,  88 ;  It  la  aald  that  by  tho 
dlatrict  oyatem  yon  Increase  the  canons  evU  by  molti- 
^Ing  the  nnmber  of  caaeoaaa,  68;  examination  of  tba 
ol^eetloaa  nigad  to  tto  dlatilat  ^atoa  tta  anppaaad 
tendancgr  to  l^aifore  with  Ike  asamtlBl  ilghto  of  the 
8tatoa,andtoleadtooiMiaoHdatlon,88;  Ithasbeaneall* 
ed  a  emolble  In  which  the  Statea  were  to  be  Braalgn> 
mated,  84 ;  how  can  It  be  said  we  violate  the  prlnclplen 
of  the  oonetltutlon  by  making  thoae  prlndplea  mora  ef- 
focttref  84;  It  Is  nrged  aa  an  argument  against  taking 
the  election  from  the  Hoose  that  we  are  compelled  to 
■  duMMeoaeof  thettveehlgheet,aud  Itls  of  Uttlelmpor- 
taaee  whfaih  ire  ebooae^  84;  tefomias  to  tbeUetory  of 
oiireoaiitry,85;  ramark  of  Ur.  Crawford,  89;  r^y  to 
anoltfeetfon  of  tawonatottn^,  8S;  law  of  the  Looriaai^ 
88;  admitted  en  all  hand*  thrt  the  Btataa,  In  nd<^ng 
the  dliCrlet  tystom,  would  have  to  snrrender  aoma  po^ 
tton  of  their  power  over  tho  election,  88 ;  the  great  ob- 
Jeotion  against  the  preeent  mode  of  election  Is  the  Im- 
proper use  that  mey  be  nuide  of  power  and  patronage 
to  eoimpt  tha  members  and  control  their  volea,  86;  Im- 
propflety  of  glvtag  the  election  1b  the  last  reaort  to  tha 
State  Legtolatuea,  ST ;  the  people  are  the  aaftat  deposi- 
tory of  everjr  powei  which  It  la  praatleabto  for  them  to 
wlold,  87;  eomalttee  riae,  87;  aaieadBMnta  olbred  In 
the  House,  81 ;  vote  on  the  reaoluttona,  86 ;  f&rther  rea- 
olatlona,  91.  Set  IndM,  vols.  1,  8, 8,  ^  7,  & 
jiMoiidnMfif  ^  Jduntal  «f  tSt  HomtiS—  Indm,  veL  6L 
Axsxiaov,  Jonr,  Bepreaaatotlve  fkam  Mol,  MBl  Am 
<fs(^voL8. 

Amnaoir,  Jomr,  the  ease  oC  Aa  iiwl«es  voi  &  Mrtbtrff. 
AmnMox,  SucvKt,  Bepreaentntlve  than  Penn.,  809 ;  mi  the 

relief  of  revdntlonary  oiDoera,  188;  on  retrenehment, 

ML 

Appointm*nU,  Sr4cvUv«.—8e4  Mm,  vol.  6. 

ApprapHaiiont.—S»»  JwfM^  vols.  1,  9,  8,  C;  T,  8. 

AnoHd,  WiLLTAif  B.,  KepresenUtlve  team  009 ;  on  the 
Panama  MIssIob,  908 ;  on  anlhrers  by  Hre  In  Alexandria, 
887;  on  Meade's  claim,  447.        /iKtaD,  vols.  6,  T,  & 

Arkanaat  Tunttrf^—St* Jitdmt,  vol.  81  Ttrritoritt. 

ArtoMM  WaHtm  BomiUUuy.-^M  Adse,  vols.  7,  & 

AiMRBOMS,  ViuzAM,  BepranDtattTe  from  Ta^  608.  Al 

AdM,  voL  S. 
Army.—Ste  Meet.  vola.  1, 8,  4,  S,  7. 
Army  dwrtlo*,  prtvenUon  i^.—8f  Jndm,  voL  8. 
AsuKiTK,  Dr.,  account  of  tho  capture  of  a  Spanlah  veeael  at 

Monro Tia,  884;  da  deatraeUoa  of  a  slave  foetory, 


Mama  JtaO^  4a-Ia  ths  How  reaolntUma  tetattn  t» 
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eouideKd,  SB9 ;  tuUm  sf  part  of  tit*  Maad  of  Abaco 
for  «  Ught-kouo,  ;  kdrantoiiM  <rf  Umm  meuvNo,  S88 ; 
bao  mj  pnignsi  boon  nado  to  obtala  •  cesiknit  tSt; 
the  Double  Hudod  8hot  Ktjt,  S3B ;  reaolatloiu  apeed 

to,  238. 

B^iLKV,  Jom,  Bei^eMataUvafMni  UawacbusetteiWW.  Sm 

Jndeat,  toIl  T,  & 
BiLDirra,  JoaK,  BepraoontatlTO  from  Couiectkat,  609.  iSm 

AdM^  vuLS. 

Jfaftib  y&U  IMUd  SlatM.— In  th«  Ho(u«,  a  r««oliiti(m  r«U- 
tlre  to  th«  aale  of  a  porUon  of  tho  atock  In,  ite^  eon- 
■Meied,  611 ;  pnflt  to  the  gOTemmeat  from  Its  sale,  at 
tbe  pres«iitpraiDlDiii,<U;  reasooiof  ther«soliitloii,011; 
iDtlmated  that  the  resolation  la  a  meaeure  of  the  opiK>- 
•itlOD,  611 ;  all  such  motives  disclaimed,  619;  at  some 
times,  ao  attempt  to  sell  tble  stock  mig^t  prodaoe  de- 
preaeloD  la  the  market,  61S;  pajmsnt  of  the  poUlo 
debt,  61fl ;  baa  aay  Ttotent  Aoek  beoo  prodnoed  1^ 
tbtarnS;  paste  prodnoed,  nS;  tho  itoefc  Talodeai^  aa  a 
means  of  remlttsnee  to  Great  Britain,  nntll  this  qneetlon 
la  decided,  61ft;  the  question  should  be  decided  on  lis 
merits,  618;  the  preseoos  of  Gorernment  In  the  market 
prodDces  a  great  effect,  614 ;  refined  arithmetical  oalcn- 
latlons  not  a  proper  data,  In  all  cases,  to  leftblato  opon, 
n4;  do  w«  anaUe  onndrea  to  paj  tdf  aaj  portion  of 
tbe  debt  r  614. 

Win  tUa  MihaiM  be  of  peenaUttr  adTutaga  to  tho 
United  Btataet  614;  tbe  naio  peeuiair  eabsnlathm  of 
profit  and  loos  does  not  oonstltato  tbe  strongsat  objec- 
tion to  th^  meaanro,  lU;  tUs  motton  oonaeoted  with 
deeper  and  altertor  pnrpoees  snd  views  of  a  pollUeal' 
kind,  91S ;  more  ut  a  political  than  a  flnancid  aspect,  In 
the  present  measure,  61S ;  the  present  dlrldendi,  made 
hj  the  bank,  do  not  eonstltnte  tbe  only  alanant  <tf  the 
present  prieaof  Ita  stock,  616;  obJo«t  to  batten  tho  ez- 
tlngnlahment  of  the  paMle  debt^  61T{  what  la  tho  dtaia- 
tln  of  the  paUlo  dobtT  617;  rednotlon  of  tha  dnUng 
fand  saggestod,  61T ;  what  wsa  tha  oonditlon  of  the  na- 
tional cnrrencj  when  tbe  bank  went  Into  operation  t 
9IB ;  rise  of  the  stock  of  the  old  bank,  618 ;  implied  that 
the  decision  ol  this  question  bas  a  eonneotlon  with  tbe 
inqalrjr  relatlTo  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
619;  belief  that  tha  oharterwlU  bavsBawed,619;  pro- 
teat  against  the  inilneaoes  emplojed  from  abroad,  for 
bagettlng  an  oztraordlnaiy  asnrftlTenasB  Is  this  Eonsa, 
that  anf  allnalon  to  the  bank,  and  the  connMtlon  at  tbe 
OoTemment  with  It,  was  a  derangement  of  tbe  flnanelsl 
eondlUon  the  eonntrx,  619;  let  na  be  nnoommittad 
as  to  the  futnre,  680;  the  sale  Is  not  expedient,  6!0; 
resa^aUon  rejected,  621.  iSse /ndev,  v(ds.  1, 8, 4,  0,  8^  7. 

Bank  NoU*    Poymmt  i^JhM4t.—B»4  /ndsa^  toL  7. 

tantrupt  Aetj~-BM  Stdeu,  rok.  ^  i;  T. 

Sank*  (^J>fpoM.S44  Mtm,  toL  T. 

BiU>n,MoTai,Bvnioiitattvefk«aOoaBeetloiit,n>.  Aa 

/lWlMkTOla.t,B. 

Basmvb,  Jqhv  &,  BtpreientatlTa  Aim  Tliglnla,  109 ;  on 
an  amendmant  to  tlM  oonstltiittM,  77.  Bt»  ItidM, 
ToU  7,  & 

Basbouk,  Pbilif  p.,  BapresenuUve  from  Virginia,  609 ;  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  611-691 ;  on  the  oase  of 
csptored  Afrieana,  680;  relatlTo  to  espttired  iftrtcan^ 
64L  «MA4«^T0la.^6,T,8L 

BuKxn,  Datid,  Ji.,  Bepresantatlre  from  Hew  Hsmpjilre, 
609. 

Baklow,  Bnrsn,  BepresentstiTO  tntm  Pennsjlrsnla,  009: 
Baxitaks,  Ibaao  D.,  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  46T;  m 

the  paymeat  of  Interest  to  BUtes,  072. 
Babicaed,  DAnnL  D.,  BepresenUtlve  from  New  York,  609. 
BAXinT,  JoBK,  Bepreaentatlre  fhim  Usiylsnd,  609 ;  on 

■Inrorr  In  tbe  Diatrlet  of  ColomUa,  416;  on  tba  Bank 


of  tba  TJnUod  Btatas,  <U;  on  MtimekM^  Wn,m 
AaAtts^ToLa 

Barraeka  at  yew  Orleans— In  tba  Sawte,  ■  MB  t*  pa- 
ebsse  a  dte  fbr,  considered,  MO ;  tbe  force  reqntred  at 
Hew  Orlesns,  540;  needless  tor  Cod  gross  to  lateifa*  la 
the  details  ot  tbe  Department,  040 ;  tba  nnboalthlMs  tl 
the  climate  at  New  Orleans  an  addlUonal  Aiguiuesit  ■ 
fovorofthlsbUl,Ml;  MH  ordered  to  be  eagroend.  ML 

BAsnnrau,  Davui.  JU,  Saprcaentadvc  bom  Kotth  Chi*- 
llna,<ia 

Babtutt,  Iobasod,  BapraecntatlTa  from  New  Bampabirt, 
609;  on  an  ameadmeat  to  tba  oonstltntlnn,  SI ;  oa  ibs 
Panama  mission,  910;  on  Interns]  improTement*,  Sfi: 
OB  the  New  Creek  Treaty,  968;  on  a  Navy  Tard  at 
Philadelphia, 369:  ool>earsDdJ>iunbAJ7huiia,4»l-«t; 
on  tbe  relettons  of  the  United  Statas  and  Georgia,  4U; 
on  a  painting  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleaaa,  6Mi  As 

Bamtlbt,  UoBinKAi,  BqmaaBtettTo  ftom  OUo^  CW.  A* 

Indtm,  vols.  7,  & 

Babtok,  Davis,  Senator  from  Mbaoorl,  4<I ;  on  the  safe 
reaerred  lead  mines,  SSI ;  on  tbe  relief  of  aaStrera  a* 
Alexandria,  8S6;  on  school  Unds  In  Indiana,  473;  m  iba 
powers  of  tbe  Tlce  President,  010;  on  a  grant  of  land  t* 
Eenyon  College,  060.  Sm  Jmdm,  vols.  T,  & 

BAaacrr,  Btrnwiu,  fiepreaentatlra  from  Tl^lnla,  699.  6m 

Bathuk,  Epbsaim,  SenatOT  from  New  Jeraey,  46T. 

Batb,  Edwabd,  Bepresentatlve  from  WtooDil,  CIOl 
Bath,  Isaac  C,  BepresentatiTS  from  Massacbnactta,  4M. 
SaOura  a*  JfM  OrUatu.—SM  Indtm,  toL  A.  Da.  «t  a. 

LauU. — See  /fuf m,  voL  6l 
Batlt,  Uomrrjor,  8ergrant-at-Arma  of  tba  Beaate,  <7^ 
SioumarohoU,  Cbrfma  MM,  vola.  1^  1^  ^  T,  & 

BnoBBB,  Pbiudiok,  BepresOBtatlTa  tnat  OUa^  Bt.  Sm 

JUSB^T0|B.^7,& 

Bnu>Bir,  Oaman  O.,  Bcpresentattra  from  Xew  Tofk,  Ml 
BxLi,  Jomr,  Bepresentatlve  from  Tenaeasea,  lift 
BxLL,  SAMtrxL,  Senator  ftam  New  HampaUra^  4W;  ea  Oe 
poweis  of  the  Vice  President,  Oil.  On  anrvtvlng  Be*^ 
Inttonary  officers,  641;  on  a  Weatrm  armorT.  99;  «« 
mOiUa  eonrta  martial,  68;  on  retrenchraeBt,  TU.  M 
Ade>^T(ria.7,& 
BnrroM,  Tmnua  H.— On  the  mad  In  Arfeanssa  T«fiito»y. 
S79;JRitonf;  on  tbe  sala  of  noarTedlaadiBtM,M; 
on  the  nwd  In  MlohlgBn,  SS8 ;  on  the  t«Uef  of  saSmn 
at  Alexandria,  S87 ;  reports  relsdve  to  tbe  CrMk  Indlnta, 
644;  Senator  from  Ul8sonrl,467;  on  IndemBllleaiicai  u 
forelgoeia,474;  on  the  powers  ct  tbe  Tlee-Preeii**t, 
B06;  on  tbe  pnblic  debt,  OU;  on  tbe  offlcv  <g  X^roe- 
Gensral,  ttt9;  relatlvo  to  tbe  barra^  at  Hew  ftrirans. 
Ml;  onagntntof  landtoKanjoB  drfteg^aat;  an  tka 
gradnntlut  <rf  the  pflea  of  pnUlelaDd^  SI3;  «b  wpstia 
of  the  Onmboriand  mad,  689;  on  the  dnty  on  aastaM 
«aO-«09;  oRthedii^oBTannleelll,S90;  eatbedntyea 
Iead,S90;  on  the  dnty  on  Indigo,  CW-OSO-aiS;  cb  ibc 
dnty  on  raw  wocd,IM;  on  tbe  dnty  cm  wckoUen  Uaakria, 
601 ;  on  tbe  dnty  on  silks,  609.  5m  IiuUk,  vela.  X  S. 
BuBixx,  JoBK  M.— On  tbe  message  relative  to  tbe  CnA 
Indiana,  800 ;  on  tbe  Oolonlxatton  Society,  807 ;  «■  piy- 
mt  of  d^orted  itera^M;  OB  tba  Ohio  laia]^ka  rail, 
Stt;  Sanator  frMaOeo^la,4Vr;  «■  taftand  — i 
477;  on  the  powers  of  the  Ylee-Preriilant,  SIC;  an  tha 
bUI  (br  the  relief  of  Ifta.  Brown,  SOS;  on  tba  anvlisn 
oftheBevolatlon,&89.  A« /nrfse,  vol  & 
Satt,  MOMtf.  Sm  Mm,  voL  1. 

Blaib,  Jokh,  Bepresentatlve  from  Tiansme^  619;  oa  th* 
appointment  of  Charges,  871 ;  on  the  T^anbayn  adaOt^ 
48&  Aa/iiifeBSVola.7,8. 

Blakb,  Tbokai  H.,  B^noantatln  ftmlBdlHi%<t«:  a 
ntmwhnMti  6ML 
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iBan£  BalloU,  ihaU  &•  eovnUd  t—St«  /ndwD,  toL  4. 
JSiu*  lAgKU,  CM  Slgnatt  to  tts  EMmjf.—Se«  Inder,  vol.  b. 
BoiruaKT,  Domdikktb,  Senator  from  Loulalana,  407. 

BftUtLST,  WnxiAH  (1,011  Am  negroM  In  tha  Oiitrlct  ttf 
ColomblA, SSa ;  on  a  N«ral  Aj%iiwaj, 4M.  SetMm, 

Tob.  ^  r.  s. 

.  Bxxncn,  Jobm,  S«natOT  from  North  OBroItiu,4<T;  o&tlta 
nUry  of  the  PostmMter-Oenenl,  SS4,  28B ;  on  tha  ivtj 
on  salt,  295-298 ;  on  tbe  French  oolonlsl  trndo,  (W4  Sm 
TndoB,  Tols.  7,  8. 

Braach  qf  PHvaevt.—St»  lnd«t\  toIo.  %,  4. 

MraakuaUr  m  (IU  2)elawar«.— Sm  Indtos,  toI.8. 

Bun,  Wiuua  1^,  on  free  sagroei  In  Ui«  Dtatriet  of 
CoIsmUa,  851, 89S;  on  BnSbnn  br  An  In  Akundiln, 
8SS;  ontheTaeti1)i^mlMlon,4ffi~485;  K«pr«s«nUt]re 
from  Louial&ai,  610. 

Srmet  ilani;— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  abollab  conridered, 
DM;  reaaone  for  the  meunre  desired,  6(M ;  efltetOifiM; 
laid  on  the  UbU,  6H ;  to  abolbh  the  ofllee  of  lA^or- 
Qeneral  ileo  considered  and  lost,  tOC 

JBriib^n/.—SM  Indtx,  vol.  0^ 

SHHA  Aggrmiont  o»  Obmmerea,—8t0  fiidm,  roL  & 
BrlKA  OatoMial  7>adA— In  the  Hutue,  an  traandment  to 
the  bill  eotuldered,  4Sl ;  olijeet  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  bill  to  narlgaUon  hj  Ma,  vlthont  lotorfbring  with 
the  naTl^tlon  on  the  lakea,  4S1 ;  whenever  the  BrlUah 
interdicted  atradelnonrTestel9,weahoiildlnterdiet  tho 
eorreaponding  trade  In  their  Teeeels,  401 ;  not  ft  lafe  pol- 
1^  to  Invite  Great  Britain  to  new  reatrlcUons,  431 ;  we 
place  oar  Weat  India  Interosta  on  preoiselr  the  suae 
footing  they  were  on  nnder  the  act  of  ISiO,  40S ;  shall 
we  adfam  to  the  pollcj  of  ISK^  or  brinf  n  new  point 
Into  the  oontroversff  4S8;  Canadian  exports,  49ft. 

Snbstanoe  of  the  bill,  450;  result  of  Iti  passage,  4H; 
the  SOthfleptomber  the  best  period  for  the  prohibition  of 
the  bill  to  take  effect,  456;  the  measnre cannot  be  Jostlj 
odfenslTO  to  Great  Britain,  457;  difference  between  the 
bill  of  the  Senate  and  that  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  45T;  not  material  which  of  the  two  pny 
positions  the  Uouw  ahonld  accept,  498;  bettor  to  have. 
BO  blU  at  aU  than  take  that (tf  the  Senate. 4W;  Ineonds- 
teogr  Into  which  tha  Honce  would  be  betrqred  by 
adopting  the  amendment,  400;  amendment  agreed  to, 
4W. 

Disagreement  of  the  Senate  annonneed.  461 ;  motion 
that  the  House  Insist,  461 ;  tbe  bill  had  better  bil  alto- 
gether than  pass  without  the  amendment,  461 ;  material 
dllllereaeo  between  the  two  propooitlDnB,  461 ;  action  of 
tlio  CoDunittee  of  Commerce  defended,  MS;  erroneooa 
Impreadon  as  to  the  supposed  Ineffleleucy  of  the  bill; 
4CS;  onr  fcfosal  to  meet  the  legislative  tender  of  Great 
Britain, 46S;  regnrdedaas dlBreapeetAil tamperingwilh 
tbelrd^Dl^br  Groat  BiltBlB,469;  adheronoo  CMTled, 
464. 

BrUiA  JttiiUUr,  eondttct  <if.—SM  IndMf,  vol.  ^ 

BrUiA  I»Mgut*.—Se9  Adeov  toL  4^ 

BHUAWfH  India  TVoAi-^  InOm,  ftA.  0. 

Bbowx,  lIuos-Qxi>nAL  JicoB^In  the  Senate,  hb  de* 
cease  announced,  526;  a  bad  precedent  to  go  Into  mourn- 
ing for  other  than  a  member,  tW6. 

Bill  fbr  relief  of  the  widow  considered,  593 ;  sltnatlon 
of  tha  affklrs  of  the  deceased,  KU;  entitled  to  a  fhll  pen- 
alon,  654 ;  public  opinion  in  advance  of  the  Legtslatara, 
554;  the  deUcacj  of  the  ease, 694;  when  people  talk  of 
economj  they  ought  to  practise  It  here,  55C ;  forthei  de- 
bate, hsa ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engroMod,  BBS, 

Bbowk,  Tim,  Bepreientatlve  ft«m  H.  607.  BuHtdtm, 
ToLS. 

Bktajt,  JoBX  n.,  Bepresentative  from  N.  C,  610;  oa  the 
British  Colonial  Trade,  4M.  8«»  IndeK,  voL  8. 


I  BucSAKAit,  Jjtincs,  on  South  American  relations,  60,  68;  on 
I  the  Psnuna  HIaalon,  18T;  on  the  relief  of  revolutionary 
officers,  SS9;  on  the  appointment  of  Charges,  ST9:  oa 
thePoUraxpedlUon,414;  on  the  British  Colonial  Trade, 
MS;  ondntlee  on  wool  and  woollens,  6M;  Bepresenta- 
tlva  firom  Pen  a,  Mft ;  on  the  npalr  of  tho  Cnmberiand 
road,  <08;  os  ntrendunent,  sn.  As  Indttt,  vols.  T,  8L- 
Buck,  Damiki.  A.,  Bepresentative  trom  TL,  009.  Seelndw, 
vols.  T,  8. 

BocKMER,  BicsAKD  A.,  on  the  Panama  lUssIoB,  118;  Eepro- 
■entativ*  fhim  Kentaoky,  010;  on  retrenchment,  tUt, 
a*»  Index,  vols.  7,  a 

Bumn,  GnDOLTK,  Beprossntnttn  from  Now  Tork,  W; 
OB  tho  eaae  of  Uarigsy  D*ABtartv^U& 

BcMxs,  Tnarux,  BopHMntaUve  fIrom  Ehodo  Island,  009; 
on  tbenurlvlngriHoeia  of  tho  nvolntlon,  MT;  onanl^ 
ferenby  AniB  AlozaBdrln,8SA;  ob  tho  Taonb^a  mlK 
alon,  4Sa;  on  mlKUa  coiuts  martUl,  668.  Sm  Imdtn, 
VOLS. 

Burning  ofiht  Ltbrarjf  qf  OonirrM».—St4  Jtufoa),  vol  flL 
BnncAX,  Bam  obl,  Bepreeentntive  from  Ualne,  009, 

C 

QAateba  IfavigatUm  Oompamig.—la  the  Honse,  a  bill  rel- 
ative to,  considered,  4T8 ;  ordered  to  be  engrotsed,  4T8. 

CALHOttir,  JoBir  G..  presides  in  the  Senate,  966 ;  letter  to 
Senate  relative  to  an  investigation  of  his  oonduct  as  Seo- 
retBiy  at  War,  Slfi;  memorial  oi;  to  tho  Uonse,  MS; 
praddeaia  the  Senate,  467;  report  on  tha  memorial  of; 
410;  pqwr  aeeompanylng  tho  npar^  418l  Bt»  ladrnt, 
«as.4,8,M,8. 

C^HBKBLiKe,  C.  G,  on  the  Panama  mlssloo,  n4;  on  duHaa 
on  wool,  881 ;  on  sufferers  \>j  fire  in  Alexandria,  8S9 ; 
on  duties  on  wool  and  woollens,  899;  Seprosentatlvo 
fivm  New  York,  009.  Sm  Indme,  voL  & 

Oamadtan  R^fttgtM^Stt  Indao,  vols.  8,  & 

Oanai  around  3iu»eU  thaaU. — In  the  House,  a  resoluUoB 
relative  U>,  considered,  486;  Importance  of  the  measure, 
488. 

Caaua  te  /BtaofA— In  tbo  Honse,  a  UU  relative  to,  oob- 
sldered,  400;  moved  to  recommit  and  Inquire  Into  tho 
expediency  of  the  United  States  subscribing  for  tho 
stock,  460;  reasons,  460;  motion  lost,  460;  blll  passed, 
461. 

Oapt*rtd  JiJHcant.—ln  the  Senate,  bill  oiHistdend,  477. 

Caraceaa,  BMqf  tjf.—^  IndtK^-wilLl. 

Camoit,  Samuil  p.,  on  the  Punma  mission,  lOS;  on  tofr 

finon  by  &M  In  Alazaadrlo,  nO;  on  tbo  TaoBbayaflila- 

■lon,4IM84;  B«pnoeBtstlveft«mNDrtliGarollaa,aO; 

on  retrenehment,  698.  8d»  Indtm,  voL  8. 
Caktkb,  Johk,  Bepresentative  from  South  Carolina,  CIO; 

on  the  Panama  misdon,  107.  Sm  Ind^  voL  8. 
OawsM,  Congr—aonal.—Se«  Index,  voL\  and  Adsa^  vtd.  T. 

AmMdauntttttHtOimttUvUvn. 
CuHsn^  EasEiu,  Senator  tma  Uaiylaa^  407.  Bh  A> 

dM^ToLB. 

OaiiiBKBa,  HainT,  Senator  from  Alabama,  OCT ;  ob  th* 
Colonization  Society,  807-806 ;  on  tbe  ColonUaUoa  So- 
ciety, SIS;  OB  tbo  payment  of  Interest  to  Sutee,  570. 
iSss  IndM,  ToL  B. 

CBAirDLKn,  Jomr,  on  the  sale  of  reserved  lead  mines,  283 ; 
on  the  rood  In  Hichlgan,  S88-88S:  on  the  relief  of  snf- 
ftrers  at  Alexandria,  ISO;  on  repealing  the  duty  on  salt^ 
S96 ;  on  the  gradual  improroment  of  the  navy,  829 ;  on 
the  Ohio  tarnpike  road,  848;  Senator  from  Ualne,  407; 
«B  tho  Hirvivlnf  offlean  of  fha  BavolntloB.OBO;  on  tha 
oflioe  of  M^or^Geaeral,  0ST ;  ob  tbo  dstans  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  689 ;  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Urs.  Brown, 
664;  on  the  survivors  of  the  Bevolutlon,  668;  on  the 
sarrlTOM  of  tha  BevolntloB,  061  Sa*  Indma,  voL  a. 
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OkarffM  Om  4gMrf,  AppeiHOmuA  nf.—'SM  Qm  Howe,  % 
rMolaUoB  relsHT*  to,  ooBridwad,  STl ;  oljMt  of  tb« 
rMolaUon,  811 ;  osiul  pnetfaw  of  tb*  QoTomnMBt,  STl ; 
dlpIomatl«  qipolBtiaenU  ua  not  regnlAted  \>j  sUtate, 
878 ;  the  ohftrge  nude,  8TS ;  wigla  of  %  mlnltter  In  the 
Uw  of  Dktiona,  STS;  reoogulEed  br  tb«  CoDBtltiitioii, 
Sn ;  wbeii«Ter  there  la  a  snggetUon  of  en  abnae  of 
power  bf  the  JEuontlTO,  It  U  a  dnty  to  eostalD  iDqulrf, 
8T8. 

CSIarffoMe  ^  AkTm^  toL  L 

Okub,  Ditbw,  Senator  from  Tennonf,  «T.  <Ste  /imImi, 
Tol.  8. 

Gh&u,  SAnun,  BqmMntatiTo  fhim  Kew  Toilc,  609: 
Chas^  Jcnoa,  (J^Wol  «DMliio(  and  IrM  Jhdev, 

ToL  a 

Oma-pwikt  Fri^aU,  AOact  on.— 5m  Jiuf«D,  toI  8. 

Ck—apMka  and  Ohio  QiMdL—la  the  Senate,  a  Utl  to  an- 
tb<»liem]MalptlontothaBtoeko(Mnaldmd,0H;  not 
■  western  iiiaMnre,<M;  emanated  from  tb«  LegUIatnre 
of  Tlrghila,  6M ;  the  Conatltntlon  dead  and  goMs  8M ; 
tills  bUI  a  partnerihlp  oooeern,  6M ;  deeUed  la  tbe  af- 
flrmaUre,  60B.        Tndta,  toL  8. 

Oioetav)  Land*,  Siieroaohim»tU»  on,— In  the  Honse,  a  reso- 
lution relatire  to,  considered,  847 ;  amendment  moved, 
84T ;  the  Oovemment  shonld  Interfore,  to  protect  the 
Indians  from  fluiher  eneroaobment,  M7;  these  things 
b»TO  b«d  flMlr  Inflnene*  an  tbo  bi^u^  UT;  oltfeot  of 
tbo  amendment  848;  Nsotntloo  adopted,  84& 

Choetato  Aultfinu.— DebaU  nlatlTa  to  nmonl  M9. 

Olubouik,  Natkaitixl      BepnsontatlTO  from  VIrgtida, 

60t.  «MjfUl«B,TOl.& 

CUBB,  JAMtB,  SepieeontatlTe  from  Eentookji  810 ;  «t  r»- 

trenebment,  806.  8m  Indtct,  toLS. 
Cuts,  Jon  On  Ba^wentatlre  fl«m  How  Tork,  <09 ;  on  the 

ttM»  of  HaiigDr  D'Anterire,  681 ;  on  retrenebment,  OSS. 
Cuu^  ICAxnmr  Br.  Cunt,  Clerk  of  Uie  Honae,  845; 

dwsan  Clerk  or  tlioHonae,  810.  Am /ikfec^  toU  T,  & 
flMSt  Amsf  .— In  the  House,  a  reaolntlon  rohtttre  to  maUi^ 

prorliloii  Im^  oonaidered,  640;  objeot  of  the  rosolatlon, 

HO;  a  fhTorlto  meanre  of  Mr.  JeSi>non%  MO;  oom- 

roenc«m«Bt  0^841;  feaolatloa  agreed 841.  Acindcn, 

ToL  8. 

OOBV  Thomas  W.,  Senatw  from  Qeorgta,  467;  on  Internal 
in^oTODMnt,  047 ;  on  the  paTment  <tf  interest  to  Stotes, 
BTt;  on  the  doty  on  Mlt,sn;  am  the  snrrlTora  at  the 
Terohttlon,  tH;  on  the  Miami  canal,  907.  Bt  Indteo, 

ToL  «,  7. 

Oocxx,  JoBF,  OB  relief  to  the  Florida  Indiana,  137;  os  the 
New  Greek  Treaty,  SM;  on  tbe  Qaapav  Indiuu,  846; 
cm  ■  'Western  JLrmorjr,  8U;  on  the  memorial  of  Cal- 
boon,  868;  on  tbe  removal  of  tbe  Choetaw  Indians,  870 ; 
«■  preaerration  of  live  oak  timber,  877, 

CM  TMeHsa.— 5M/Mf«B,  Tola.  1,  i,  and  AMm  o»  Im- 
pertt,  Td  BL 

Collection  DittrioU,  WuUm.—Bt*  Ind4m,  toL  & 
OolonlaaHon  SooMj/.—la  the  Senate  a  memortal  ot,  pre. 
seated,  800;  reference  to  aqwoial  eommlttee  moTod, 
808;  potaetagalnst  the  rlghtof  the  Federal  goremmftnt 
to  appTOpr(at«  the  money  of  the  people  tot  tho  pnrpose 
of  estabWahlng  ook>nles  abroad,  or  itf  tm^rtlng  any 
portloB  «r  the  Inhabitants  to  the  ooMt  of  Africa,  808; 
propoBltlonBoftlM8adety,aai;  ageatsoftlMSodo^oB 
tho  ooast  nro  engaged  la  wuUka  •nterprtsea,  804;  ao- 
•onnt  6f  Dr.  Ashmnn,  804,  SOS;  other  expeditions,  805; 
other  points,  806;  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy, 
807;  U  It  proper  Ibr  the  Senate  to  refer  to  a  oommtttee  or 
eren  retain, for  amoraent,  sndiapetlUonf  801;  nosig- 
natares  sttMbed,  807;  the  peUtton  of  a  bod^  of  persons 
who  bavo  lagiffly  no  real  existonoe,  aOT ;  00  mis  oi^  the  B«n- 
Rts  oncU  to  ezitedo  oar  dUMa  or  bedj' of  oltlMH  fioBt 


I  presootlqg  their  wishsa  to  tkoStnMo,  808  ;ttbbrfk< 
I      the  Senate  witboot  any  solid  tana,  868;  papa  «&» 

drawn,  806. 

Uemotlal  signed  by  tho  PrMldent  of  tho  Society,  U; 
the  Society  Indulges  in  no  views  hostile  to  tbe  tcane  ly 
whioh  citisena  of  the  Soathem  Statea  hoU  their  pnret^ 
ty,  8iS;  this  is  denounced  as  a  vlalonary  and  cfaliDcrial 
project,  818;  the  coudnet  of  the  ^ent  am^ned,  811; 
deMnwtloBof  Oo  Spanish  AotoiT.SU;  dwUncUoa 
the  Frendi  betoi7,818;  deatrnetlra  of  Tndo  TowB,8t4; 
how  does  this  aiEeet  the  qaeafimi  Mbn  tho  flswf«,t14: 
the  oonstltaUonal  otjeetlaiivW;  Mid  to  be  too  late  la 
the  leasion  to  mature  any  measure  onl  <rf  this  aaeaoria^ 
819 ;  Is  the  Senate  prepared  to  unite  with  tbo  Saaaior 
in  denuunolng  a  system  thus  reeommendDd  T  S1& 

BosolutlDnirftheSociety,S17;  al^vct  of  the  Sodctyte 
Indooe  Congreea  to  establish  a  eolwjr  on  the  eoast  itf  Afit 
CO,  or  to  ag>^ii^>rlato  moawj  ior  that  ettfcct,  S17;  OKlact 
from  Qie  memoilal,  818;  Hi:  JeftiBoo's  nuno  ban  bea 
quoted,  as  If  he  had  sanotloued  this  Society,  SIS;  leak 
at  the  olject  expressly  avowed  in  this  petiUon,  tlf;  If 
this  policy  Is  ever  adopted  by  this  Qovenunmt,  th«y 
will  go  dlreotly  Into  the  market  aa  the  pnivhaears  otaa 
slaves  for  the  pnrpose  of  emancipation,  S19 ;  the  dangar- 
ous  tendency  of  the  measure,  819 ;  the  meaaa  by  which 
this  ottJect  is  to  be  attained,  880 ;  what  an  w«  to  any  u 
ibla  aa  a  remedy  fbr  auoh  an  evil  1 880;  wanlts  of  tobka, 
m;  peUthmlaldonthetBbKSSL 

la  tbe  HonaO,  a  res<datloD  relatlTc  to,e(miidor«d.4i:: 
these  reaolntlons  private  p^rs,  487;  r«femd,48S;i«- 
apoct  dne  a  sovereign  State  demands  its  rcsolstion  ahosM 
be  heard,  4S8;  further  debate,  483;  fluttaer  debate.  461 
OobatMa  Sivtr,  ooeupaUon  ^.—Se*  J»d«x,  vola.  7, 8» 
Oommtreet^ti*  Tisltod  Aote^-fM  Adea,  Tola.  1,  S. 
'Oomp«n»aiU>n  qf  PruUUnt  amd  Pioa  Fr«aUmU.~Sm  A- 
4m^toU.1,S. 

Cbn^penMiNois  i/  Mmitn,-  Js*  Adtm,  -wvL  ft.  Fag  ^ 
JTemierS. 

CoKsioi,  Lxwa,  BepresentatlTft  from  K.  J.,  SSfc  As 
deas.  Tola.  4,  K,  7,  & 

CoitKU,  HuiKT  W..  BepresentatlTe  from  N.  C,  SUL 

CbfOMtedJSAiMon.— iSM/Mden,  vols.  1,  ^  0,1 

Oimti»ff&iit  XiiiptMat.—Su  Indtu,  nliiS,  S. 

OantraelM,  Go9*rmm*nL—Se*  Indieo.  toL  t. 

OoHtrowttM  Mtossts  SUUtt.—S»»JMim,  nd.  SL 

CbmBog  Si/ttam,—8M  Indm,  toL  4 

CoirwaT,  Hkxst  W.,  on  nim-resldeatt^  land  In  Hrfrs—^ 
854;  on  the  Qnapaw  Indians,  846;  on  encraachineatB ec 
Choctaw  lauds,  848;  on  Indian  tand  titles  In  Aitaaaa^ 
STS ;  on  I>eaf  and  Dumb  Aaylunu,  40»-^ ;  reladn  to 
the  duties  of  Governor  of  ArkaDsas,  48^  Sm  fm^m. 
vols,  7,8. 

Cook,  Dakiki.  P.,  on  tba  Sontti  AnMfeaa  ralsffcrnSiBt-gl; 
en  amendment  to  tbo  Constltotlon,  81-87 ;  onttaSisw 
CioekTrerty.SSl;  oBtbeTaenbi^mlsdon,<l»;  oatbe 

Liberia  Agency.  44t  Sm  Indtas^  rol  6. 
Oardagt,  arawbaek  on.— 3m  Indtu,  toL  T. 
Ootit  qftua  bv  PaUniM».—SM  Indta,  riA.  T. 
O0U1.TKK,  BiOHAXit,  BepreeenUtlTa  from  Penn.,  OOlL 
Cr**i  Indian  J/effetialion.—iSM  Jndeec,  toL  & 
CBsioBToir,  WitUAV     B^voentulTe  fton  Wfo,  Oft. 
CrimMagai»tta»UHM8latM.~SMlmdm,^9.  A- 

nal  fates  qf  lAe  VtMtdSUdM. 
CMnnfDnmiLD,  D.       SepresentatlTo  from  MassL,  8M; 

reports  on  Invitations  to  Panama,  48.  Sm  ^uUa,  rok. 

7,8. 

CxoouTT,  Datii^  BeprsoentatlTO  frmn  Tana,  8Ul 
Cuba,  iU  impcrlanot  (0  He  V»M  Aafsn— SM/teoM 
JHssfoH. 

(Mo,  emfffroats  >>viik-^  Adsa;  voL  4. 
(Mo,  Boa^oUMUthA  to  «  £niopeaa  poww;  UflL 
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Ocumi,  JoBX,  X«pT«MnUU.Te  ftom  N.  fX,  UO;  on  mllltU 

ONSMiMMlJBpad:— 1>  tha  B«ute,ftbUlftir  tlwpKMmf 
tImMidnpafrollaoiuldandifiSS;  tud  Mito  of  npsii  o( 
wHwaeetlMu,B88;  Ohm  emum  might  baUken,  888; 
the  Benato  liu  no  power  to  orl^nete  ft  bill  for  lajiBf 
tat«t,  C69 ;  lau  period  at  whleh  the  bill  bm  bo«n  Uk«it 
np,  SS0;  1>  the  Senate  competent  to  A«nie  an  act  on  a 
UU  or  thia  kind,  080;  a  ConitituUonal  point,  S8» ;  quutlon 
■nbmlttod  to  the  9*n«U,  IW;  bUl  laid  <n  the  tabU.  Oe>. 
A»  4lVnvr<alloii^  nln.  T,  8,  (md  Adfl^  Toli.  %  4,  ft. 


D 

Sasiu,  Hbuxt,  BepreseutatlTe  from  KontookT,  UO ;  on  r*- 

tnachment,  004. 
SAnnon,  Jmoc,  BeprewntatlTa  from  Ohio^  HOi 
DiTmrpoBT,  Thovu,  Beprceeatatlre  from  TUginla,  UO. 

Ah  Atf«a,  toL  & 
Dath,  Jobm,  KepresentatlTfl  from  MaMaeboMtti,  610;  aa 

the  IbauchsKtts  Mllitln  Clalnu,  ftl ;  on  dotUn  on  wool 

and  wooUeos,  W6.  8e*  Indta,  toL  8. 
Sath,  Wuutn  B.,  BepmttntntlT*  from  Sentli  OuoUnn, 

m. 

bfll  to  piovUo  Cmt  tho  hmUon  of  oartnln  fiuti  <rf  land 
WBtfderod.  m;  otijMt  of  tlw  blU,  S7> ;  movod  to  itrifca 
oat,  te,  nv ;  (hall  the  Bennta,  beeuiM  an  error  ht> 
thrown  the  losUtntlon  Into  their  power,  take  back  their 
bonn^f  iH;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  STB. 

In  the  HoDM,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  ot  the  Kew  Ymk 
and  PenniylTanU  InsUtutlou  considered,  401 ;  amend- 
ment that  the  land  granted  ahouM  be  aold,  401 ;  the  tit- 
nation  of  thew  InaUtntlona  wonld  Indnea  them  to  a 
apeedTMic,4in;  If  wlthbald  from  narkat  Itwllllqjnre 
tba  tanitoijr,  401 ;  ao  reaaui  wbf  Umm  (tnlaa  ahonld 
bare  a  preftrenaa  In  the  matter,  409 ;  on  whatanthority 
flan  Congreas  make  gnnta  of  mone;  or  land  f  409 ;  do 
great  li^ostioe  to  Florida,  402 ;  the  Uad>  ahonld  not  be 
aold  wiUiln  lire  7eara,  403 ;  amendment  to  extend  the 
bill  to  other  ■Ut«^  408;  objectlona,  408;  praeedent,  404; 
Consectlcnt  and  Kentocky  baTO  loceiTod  gmntai  404 ;  no 
grant  called  for  from  other  statea,  404;  appeal  made  In 
tabalf  of  tho  poor,  406;  plan  of  tha  InsUtnthrai,  400; 
win  th«  Houae  do  any  thing  for  the  deaf  and  dnmb,4a6; 
on  what  prindplo  are  tbeae  grants  wrong  f  403;  prlvato 
meana  hare  proved  InsniBclonli  400 ;  motion  to  raoommit 
tha  bUl  wTied,  400;  ftirther amendment, 40ft.  &aA»- 
d«r,  Tola.  O^ft. 

DebaUt,  reporHHff  q/.—S«»  Jndm,  toL  3. 

JMaif,  B^gitter  ^  reaolntton  to  subaorlba  to,  oanled,  464. 

iMoHfw,  JTn^  at  «am  q^— In  Boom,  a  bill  to  omopen- 
nto  eooaidoied,  tS8;  pntTldoiis  of  the  bill,  S88;  eom* 
penaation  to  tbo  ofDeera  and  crew  of  the  aehooner  In- 
trepid, S88;  hnndred  thontaud  dollan  moved,  28S;  the 
fti^te  Fblladelphla  coold  have  been  remoTod  after  her 
Teesptare,  hadoottheperemptorjr  order*  <rf  Commodore 
FraUa  pievented  the  attempt,  S83;  aa  a  prise  they 
would  haTa  been  entitled  to  naarly  three  hnndred  thon- 
Mod  dollara,S8»;  preoedenta  fi»  tha  bUI,  SSB ;  albetbf 
this  eapton  «m  tha  Baibair  pewon,  940;  dajnlttoa  of 
tba  word  ^017,  SW;  tlMaa  carton  «•  catltlod  to  rama- 
seratlonfromtheextraardliiaTygallantrrofthalraehleT*- 
ment,  S41 ;  what  effect  la  the  passage  or  r^reUon  of  tbU 
blU  calcnlatad  to  hare  on  the  highest  Interaita  of  the 
uaTT,  941 ;  Uank  lllled  with  one  hundred  tbonsand,  849 ; 
debate  on  the  principle  of  the  bDl,  949;  no  togal  elalm 
vested  for  prise  money  becania  tha  prtia  law  requires 
that  tha  Taasal  ■hoold  be  onndemnad  aa  a  lawful  prUe, 


948 ;  the  elnim  ahonld  bare  baan  presented  long  ago^  942. 

Di  OKsnr,  Jou,     X^taaantaUT*  Ann  New  York,  000. 

Jtttawan  ana  CTwiyaafca  Ctawii.— JSm  JhdM,  toL  & 

DUtQuUafivm  nrrtloHtt.—Sf  Indtm,  toL  1. 

ilMMiy  Pttuiop^  eatt  Indta,  vol  S. 

Dff*n*if!«  mtatuif  offcUrut  Gr*at  Britain  imd«r  Mm 
Adain4.—See  Indta,  toL  9, 

J>ewUrt,  Iwvnty  to.St*  Tndtu^  rol.  S. 

pMtrUon,  privMtUotk       In  the  Senato  a  bUl  relatlre 
considered  and  ordered  to  be  angioaaifl,  M6,  iM& 

Owj,  Boaxn;  SepieaantatlTe  fhm  TeBnaasaa,  QQ, 

D^OKMiaoM,  llAHLDit,  Senator  from  New  Janey,  467 ;  ob  tb» 
deoeaaa  Joaeph  Hollrilne,  906 ;  oa  the  dIatribntloB  of 
rerenne,  SSS;  tn  the  powers  of  the  Vice  President,  BOO; 
on  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  081;  on 
the  duty  on  molasses,  689;  on  the  duty  on  Termlcalll, 
000;  on  the  duty  on  fare,  008;  on  the  duty  on  Indigo* 
0i8,HT,W3;ontbedntyDnsUks,009.  ,SM/iMls(B,Tola. 
^6,T,8. 

DiCKimoir,  Jobk     Bepreaeatatlra  from  Kew  T«fc,  W. 

Diplomatic  Jiddrtttu.— la  the  UoDse  a  resolution  ealUng 
fbr,  Ao.,  eoBitdered,  80;  aoflb  addroasfla  nnoanal,  88;  « 
fall  Tlew  of  onr  relations  with  Spain  desirable,  60 ;  oeeik 
slons  when  Ministers  present  addresses,  BO ;  no  bearing 
In  the  papers  ssked  for,  upon  any  snbjeot  likely  to  oema 
before  the  House,  89. 

ZHptomaUa  /tUeivoitrss,— <5m  Indea,  toL  8. 

Dttmat  Steamp  Gunai, — In  the  Hoase  an  engrossed  bill  to 
aatboriMenbaoriptlona  to  the  atoofc  o(  10;  jaai  and  naji 
oalled,  19;  ordoiyd,  10;  oallof  the  Hooaemorelaad 
negatived,  19;  bUlpasaed,  19:  Ae /wlaBi,  toL  & 

IHttrUm$ton  tflkt  J{e«MH(&— BUl  to  provide  for.ooasld- 
ered,sa8. 

DlMHat  <^OohuiMa.—SM  Indtm,  vols.  S,  8, 6,  T. 
JMooroM  te  Us  JHtlHct  q^  Ooiumbia.-^  Indm,  raU. 

DomtMa  Jfonif/betaret;— Aa  Jndtm,  roL  5. 

DoMiTt  OuHsiiT,  KapnsantatiTa  from  llMTlaad,  008 ; 
fro*  BegroeaiB  the  Dtetriet  of  Colombia,  8efi,«08;  en 
■lareiy  In  the  IHstriet  of  C<riumbia,  416 ;  on  ratnndi* 
ment,  705.  S»6  Indtg,  vol.  8. 

Drmobaet4.—S6«  Index,  toL  1,  JhMst  on  JmporU, 

DsAnov,  TiLUAM,  BepresentatlTe  from  South  Carolina, 
610;  on  Booth  Americas  reUtlons,  60;  on  the  reUof  ef 
Borolatlanu7«aMn,n8;  oa  Mfoera  by  Are  la  Alas- 
■Bd(la,808;  on  r^ort  rdattra  to  the  Ualtod  Stataaaad  . 
Georgia,  469;  on  the  bank  of  the  Unlt«l  StatM,  6M; 
on  the  case  of  Hartgny  D'AoteriTS^  OM;  am  ntna^ 
ment,  T51.  £M  Indm,  vol  8. 

DutUi»if.-~SM  Indma,  vol  & 

DmroAK,  JoenPH,  Bepresentatlve  from  Illinois,  610: 
ihiMes  I>iMarimiiuiUmir.-~Si»  Ind^  vol  & 
i>Htfa«oi»/mpor(i,&iUI,«tc— In  the  Senato  a  bill  toiepMtl 

a  part  of  the  da^  OB  salt  flooaldamd,  880 ;  It  wlU  daittor 
the  bonnty  now  given  to  llahermen,  SSO;  BOte,888|  ba- 
porUot  to  retain  tiie  bovaty,  880;  repeal  asked  In  order 
to  remove  the  frauda  said  to  have  been  committed  ob 
the  duty  on  salt,  800;  mannihetnre  In  "'irftTthTttt^ 
890 ;  It  has  been  said  we  eould  very  well  dlspenaa  with 
the  duty  on  salt,  801 ;  not  a  time  to  reduce  the  Inoome, 
801;  bill  not  Intended  to  Iqjnre  the  flsberiea,  801;  it  wtU 
ahl tha  Oshermaa  la  oommmi  with  all  the  oonsnmeraef 
mlt,  801;  time  whea  the  tax  wm  impend,  881 ;  hasbaaa 
deemed  a  mere  war  tax.  888 ;  It  began  In  Knglaad  latht 
aama  way,  803;  Ita  mannhetore  la  tUs  eouatiy,908t 
duty  Imposed  by  New  Tork  on  her  aalt  aumnAatan^ 
898 ;  thia  point  no  bearing  oa  the  qnestlon,  894;  reasoa 
of  the  dn^  in  New  Tork,  394;  the  agriooltnrfsU  do  not 
fonetaily  want  asslBtoaea,  880;  bill  ordered  to  bo  aa* 


Digitized  by  Google 


760 


INDEX. 


groMed,  29S;  oondlUon  of  Uie  OtuacM,  3H;  ought  taj 
of  our  rcMnrcea  to  be  cut  off  undor  tbeir  present  coa- 
dlUon,  SIM;  ulotary  omtimuc*  ibr  tbe  flnuoM  the 
mum  try  to  gat  ooeaslonally  Into  dUDcoltr,  MM ;  th*  inty 
■wm  ImpoMd  nntter  drcunutsocos  tturt  did  not  aflktrd  s 
asetlos  Airltt  eoottuuDM  nnUI  Oil  period,  US;  the 
fliherfet  Mid  nuBiilketHtci,  9H;  the  auto  trftha  ooiurtir 
rKjulrea  rather  an  Inerease  than  a  deereaw  of  revenne, 
ttT;  not  eqnilable  to  remoTo  tho  protection  now  gtren 
without  aume  prerloas  nottre,  29T;  tbe  present  dcflclen- 
ej,  E9S;  It  waa  neter  inteoded  tlile  tax  should  remaiD 
after  the  occaslou  eeaaed,  898;  this  bill  has  a  elolm 
founded  en  Jnittea  and  tbo  equal  rights  of  the  eltliens, 
tn ;  the  treatiuy  waa  orerflowtng  at  the  opening  of  the 
■aalhniiSn;  q>prai>flate  tbonaHads  Ibrforelgn  ohjeeta, 
tmt  it  la  difllcnlt  to  obtain  aaaiatanee  fbr  tha  labwing 
eommnnltf  at  home,  EOS :  bill  passed,  39BL 

A  htll  to  reduce  the  duty  on  nalt  conalilered,  519;  In- 
deflntte  poatponemeat  moved,  ST8 ;  a  tax  on  a  neeuaary 
of  life  Is  In  utter  hostlllt/  to  the  principles  of  our  itot- 
emnient,5TS;  a  beaTj  tax  on  agrlcnltare,  6T8 ;  It  may 
be  aakod  hov  anch  a  tax  coaldever  have  been  laid,  BT4 ; 
vbr  •honld  not  the  dut^  be  redneed,  0T4 ;  tb»  principle 
■rproteetloB  haa  batn  ennlad  too  Ihr, 

Jfirfaaaat^HoTed  to  rtrika  out  ten  Md  Inaert  aeTen 
and  a  half  oenta  per  galloB,  fiSO ;  the  duty  an  odious  tax 
on  a  nee e  wary  article,  588 ;  lead  to  the  production  of  the 
article  In  this  country,  580 ;  an  indirect  enconrafcement 
to  the  Auining  Interest,  699 ;  a  death  to  the  West  India 
trade,  tM ;  extends  to  tbe  Weat  Its  share  of  protection, 
DIO;iiiottoaloat,eM;  an  additional  doty  of  six  oentsper 
laDoB  mored,  9M ;  tho  flfat  pr^MetUon  to  impoae  a  doty 
on  molaaaea  waa  eonaidered  a  duty  on  sugar,  SH ;  both 
treated  aa  dntlea  on  angar,  one  In  its  granulary  and  the 
other  in  Ita  fluid  state,  600 ;  New  En^and  rnm  treated 
as  the  antagonist  of  wMtern  wbtakcy,  000;  molaaaea 
need  as  sngnr,  600j  effect  on  tbe  rerenne,  600;  on  the 
equal  distribution  of  taxea,  600;  it  Is  said  the  Increased 
dnty  OP  molaaiea  was  put  into  the  bill  tor  the  pnipoae  of 
polHmiivIt,  aoi ;  mot  km  tost,  601. 

FerniAMHC—UoTed  to  inert  •*on  Tannleellt  W  per 
eent"  B90;  large  qnantltloo  exported  fhim  Nov  Jersey, 
590;  a  story,  590;  amendment  rejected,  090. 

Ls^d, — Moved  to  lay  a  certain  duty,  690 ;  an  article  of 
domestte  production,  600;  reaaona  fur  gnuting  this  In- 
creased dnty,  601 ;  mlnenl  distrlat  of  Missouri  at  pres- 
ent langnlahtnK  Oil;  the  tariff  ottJeotlonahle  as  a  sya- 
t«iiofboniitles,Wl;  Is  rain  ttut  tt  k  called  the  Ameri- 
au  vstom,  W9;  nmHktoiitbeAjiMileHi«7iteiii,Bn; 
amendmont  adcvted,  BH. 

Ara.— M«Tadtoli7ndnt7rf8Stper«eiit,6M;  ex- 
tent of  the  tnde,  BBS;  aiiinBiliiieiila  will  ii  oil.  HOT .  notion 
loat,69e. 

Indigo.— Jiaty  W  per  eent  mored,  698 ;  first  pro- 
duction of  indigo,  M;  its  hlatoty,  608;  reaaona  for 
•neonraiclng  the  boma  production,  BW ;  unanimous  vota 
expected,  6H;  wealth  haa  fled  from  the  south  and  set- 
tled north  of  the  Potomac.  694;  eflMof  MarallaKlih- 
tlOB,0M;  moTtd  to  diTlda  tbe  qiuattOB,NB;  tha  tOr- 
dmon  to  the  duty  too  rapid,  695;  qnallties  of  the 
article,  606;  extraordinary  that  this  propositi  on  should 
be  oppoaed,  696;  the  amendment  In  striot  conform- 
ity with  the  prlneiplM  of  the  bill,  696  ;  the  atten- 
tlra  of  the  country  is  now  directed  to  the  snhject,  697 ; 
HI  additional  tax  m  tbe  aanoftetnier  wltbont  benefit 
to  anybody,  607 ;  eapadty  of  Am  ■Dathera  oomitry  to  pro- 
dnoe  all  required,  DOT ;  ob)oet  of  tiie  morer  of  tiie  amend- 
UMit,  60T ;  Tariona  amendnienta  offered,  B9T ;  little 
benefit  to  tbe  planter  bnt  a  heavy  tax  on  the  mannlketn- 
rer,  60S;  the  Amerlcanaystem  dependsupon  the  British 
gOTenunentforitaoilatence,608;  ameodmftnt  toot,  60 J. 


Ctorda^e^HoTed  to  lay  an  additional  duty  ef  flfv 
oenta,  69B;  abound  to  the  foreign  maaulhctnrednrtid^ 
690;  Matement  of  a  frw  fhetsy  699;  mod  on  rejected,  9H 

Bav  Voo^.— A  progreeslve  duty  mored,  MO;  Idle  u 
go  on  with  tbe  debate  at  prcaa&t,  6M;  motka  M, 

m. 

WwOtm  Astdtato— HoTcd  toatrike  oil  tke  dn^aa, 

flOl ;  an  article  of  neeeaiity  required  by  ererybody,  M ; 
the  manufocture  la  not  competent  to  supply  Uw  re- 
sumption, 601 ;  mannlhctnre  not  inereaaed  aiutt 
601;  a  benefleUl  effect  prodaeed  by  tbo  dntf.  Ill: 
amendment  lost,  601. 

iSUts.— Mored  to  amend  tlie  iatj  on  tllka,  Mt:  adds 
five  per  cenL  to  the  doty  on  rflka  from  the  other  iMe  «f 
C^M  of  Good  Hope,  lOS;  eldect  i^peaia  t*be  to  ia- 
ereaae  dlserlnrinatloo,  60S ;  oarialeresttalw  oaOebm 
terms  with  France,  OOS ;  benefit  of  an  inaeaae  of  dBQ*. 
«»;  ivject«d,  808. 

MitctOaneout  arUote^.—Hovd  to  strike  oot  tbe&ly 
on  steel,  lead,  leaden  ahot,  litharge,  MS ;  loat,  M; 
duty  on  orangea  and  lemons  mored,  668 ;  loot,  OSS;  imtj 
on  Imported  spirit*  moved  and  loot,  608 ;  blllatdmdt* 
n  third  reading,  608;  paaaed,  MIL 

IFAies;— Bin  to  reduce  tho  dn^es,  ttB;  aftcnttsu 
produced  by  the  Mil,  085 ;  Its  oAct  ea  tbo  laraaue. 
606;  ordered  to  be  engroased,  60& 

In  ibe  House  a  bill  to  alter  the  acts  Imposlnc  a  dnty 
on  Imports  oonsldered,  879;  forty  million*  InreMedla 
woollen  mannbcture,  879;  value  of  the  aprieiiltnnl 
Interest,  879 ;  amount  Involved  In  tbe  question  of  pce- 
taetlBswooIleni^STO;  iBtereMorotber  branebcaflfagri- 
enlture  besides  tboae  engaged  In  aheep  nlsiac  set: 
fbretgn  export*  of  flour,  S80 ;  the  featnraa  of  the  hQI, 
880;  first  minimum  placed  at  forty  oeats,  tSO;  othv 
mintmnms,  881 ;  motion  that  the  oommitteo  rise,  fe3 : 
reoscois  for  the  motton,  SSI ;  not  a  time  to  tamper  with 
onr  tariff  when  the  revenue  waa  docllnlog,  SSS;  wafiiw 
carried,  SS2. 

Theproteetivebfllttf  1824,894;  thlabill.lf  itbscsMW 
a  law,  will  eSbetnally  piAIbit  tbe  f mportnUoa  ef  aaarir 
an  tbe  woollen  gooda  In  commoa  vat,  irtooo  valM  at 
the  plaoc  of  exportation  shall  not  exceed  thfc*  aad  a 
half  dollars,  804 ;  It  embraces  pecultariy  artfdea  wen 
by  the  poor  and  middle  ciawM  of  aodaty,  SM;  the 
question  la  whether  our  decision  on  the  propoetd  la- 
crease  of  duty  on  woollen*  ought  not  to  be  postpoaei, 
S96;  have  we  any  tnlbnnatlon  as  to  its  opcratioa  on  ik* 
revennef  S96;  (BA  not  the  tariff  nt  18S4  afaako  tte 
ITnloB  to  Ita  eentref  89B;  tbo  oolyoltlect  of  tbe  UB 
was  to  give  to  maaaihctarers  of  woolleM  tbo  protoeUaB 
that  waa  Intended  for  them  by  the  act  of  ISM,  bat 
which  they  had  foiled  to  roeelve  by  Its  evasla^as; 
the  motion  to  discharge  tho  committee  was  aabmlned 
with  tbe  single  view  to  ascertain  whether  tbe  Hooaa 
were  prepared  to  disense,  at  this  aeeiion, "  tbe  prladpUa 
andtbepoUcy  oTtbe  tuUT,"  SH;  do  ganflOMB  beHeva 
a  nbject  of  tfab  oharaeter  wUl  be  pemltled  ta  fam 
without  alUl  andfreo  dtseuBloBr  8M;  «)^  af  tbe 
uemorlallstm  SVT;  some  better  naderataadiBff  tm  be 
made  between  tbefHendaandcqiponentsof  tbe  blQ,m; 
reasons  against  discharging  the  oommlttoe,  89T ;  giaaada 
np«m  which  the  present  oonalderaUon  of  tbe  bIB  is 
retlstod,  898;  otiject  of  the  committee  mi  manoftctnna 
to  apply  a  reme^  to  tbe  franda  nt  tbe  cnatom  biiin. 
908;  It  Is  due  to  the  nemoriallatB  to  laqafaa  vfaelbsv 
tbe  statonentB  tbey  have  made  are  true,  199;  what 
snt^ect  of  greater  moment  Is  on  tbe  table*  999;  If  this 
debate  goes  on  one  week,  speenlatlons  will  take  plaee  ia 
woollen  good*  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  doUars^MO; 
it  is  said  the  committee  were  Imposed  upon,  390; 
gronnda  iq>on  wblcb  the  bUl  waa  fowled,  899;  predfl* 
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Uaoy  of  the  TiM«rir«,4M;  do  soeli  oppodUon  or  alum 
■gklBit  tho  muura  axtsti  *a  bu  b«aii  fttumpted  to  ba 
•hown,  400 ;  no  one  caiiwlr«d  tbat  this  meMara  would  be 
Mrionalr  agltfttad  at  tlila  waslon,  MO ;  atnonnt  of  bnilneM 
befoM  tbe  HoOM  nnactttd  on,  MO ;  the  Mends  of  the  bill 
WtBeoeaurilj  protnetfng  the  debate,  Ml ;  the  bUl  pre- 
mta  two  prliNlplM  whfeh,  If  adopted,  will  eompLetelj 
■Iter  oar  Internal  and  oztental  poUtgr,  MI ;  bill  pasted, 
414  ^/lu^«t!,TOl■.Ul,a,4tS,^T,8. 

JhatM  OK  To»nafft.  St*  Imdam,  jcl  1. 

PwtoBT,  lIiNKT  W.,  BepresenUtfre  from  Uaae.,  SOS ;  on 
the  MaaaachuMtta  mlUtla  dalnu,  119 ;  on  the  new  Cr«ek 
Tn«t7,  SW,  860;  on  dnU«e  on  wool  and  woollenB,  S09; 
on  tb«  Taenbays  miulon,  MO;  on  Meade's  claim,  440; 
on  a  painting  of  the  Battle  of  New  Oilenni,<89;  relttlve 

S 

Kuix,  JoHAB,  Jr.,  RepreaentatlTo  from  New  Tork,  0W. 
Eatoit,  Jobs      Benator  from  Teoa,  46T;  on  the  Deaf  and 

Dnmb  Asflnm  In  Kentucky,  STB;  on  Indemnification  to 

fbrelgnora,  4T4   £m  IndSB,  vola.  S,  T,  8. 
Xbwum,  NiniAM,  addreM  o(  to  the  Honie.  Set  /n^MB, 

AeetfM  ^  iVw<tf«iil-A«  iiida^  TCd.  1,  and /ndeai^  Tol  B, 

Pr**idtMtial  XUatiom. 
JBtgOatif        rutdmt^WdMnfflon  to  AMa«»A« 

Sammfivm  ManaehmtU.~Si»  IkdtB,  rA  T. 
Euts,  FowuTijc,  Saiutor  from  Ua^  4ST.  Am  iMio^ 

T0L8. 

JRnftarvo.-^ /lUfMV  ^  ^  ^  8k  ud  JMm^  m.  1,  «rwf 

JMWflMrUt,  maouragtmaiU  ttf.—Se»  IndtK,  toL  S, 

Xmcn,  Edwaxd,  Beprcsentative  from  Hau.,  <09;  on 
■raendmeBt  to  tiw  eonitltatloa, »;  on  the  relief  of  re- 
TOlnUonaiy  offleera,  S89 ;  on  the  appointment  Cbargei, 
STl;  on  the  Polar  expedition,  414;  on  Ifeode'a  claim, 
4M;  on  a  painting  of  Uie  battle  of  New  Orleani,  08; 
on  tho  case  of  Marlgnf  D'AuteriTe,  8U;  on  retnneb- 
mant,  T0«.  Sm  Indtx,  yoL  a 

Jbokantre  tfStodc$~-SM  Initn,  toL  T. 

AwfM  o»  Z^fiwn.— Ae  JMm^  vols.  1,  EL 

JBeoomMw  J^parfmenft.— JIm  /mf«ai,  toL  1 

AeeiiHM  Ammtk^-iSm  iiuta\  ToL  Sl 

AvoMoffM.— i8W /Mmb,  nil.  fl,  B,  & 

JbpedWon  agaixit  Porto  Bteo.—Sts  Indict,  to],  T. 

SBpHndUurtt,  rtduoUo»  <tf,—SM  Indtm,  toL  T. 

Btp^tnyi»g  Me  Jinu-nal     Me  ,S«>m(«l— S^m  iiMfeas,  toL  8. 

F 

AderaJJiKttreiL— >5M/i»(lMVTob.9,a,am«i»i2tMiU»to  filo 

oomMnMom,  and  /mImb,  toU.  4,  & 
roroLAT,  Jamm,  Ee|»eMnfattlTa  from  OUo^  UOi  &•  A> 

det^  ToL  S. 

JTotri/fiU  tInUtd  StatM.—Sts  Indeai,  roL  1. 

ilorido,  ((^<r<  fn.— ^  /ncte^  toL  7.  Canal.— Set  /ndtu, 
ToL  B.  ffoMnwnenf  <!C— &e  /ndeo^  toL  &  SpaiUA 
Trtaly  ;  oceupation  ^.—8et  Indem,  vol.  4.  PurMote 
(/.—Sm  IndMf,  ToL  5.  ITreaterj;— 5m  /ndra,  toI.  8i 

Viom,  Joox,  EeprMOfitAtlTe  from  Va.,  810 ;  on  the  Panama 
mlMion,  no ;  onfroa  Mgroea  In  the  Diatriot  of  Colnrobla, 
198;  OB  tbe  memorial  of  CU]tonn,Sa;  mikee  minority 
report  on  the  Vlea-Preetdent's  appool,  4S8 ;  on  remoral 
of  the  Indiana,  9U;  on  mllltla  coarta  martial,  W8;  on 
retrenchment,  CS9.  Se«  Indtm,  Tola.  0,  T. 

Floto,  JoHK,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Oeorgta,  010. 

twt,  Bahubl  a.,  Senator  fh>m  Conn.,  MT;  reUttre  to  the 
powers  of  the  Tlee-PiMld«n^  W;  on  the  nrTlTCn  of 
tbe  roToIutlon,  tea. 


j  Fob*,  ToKUmoir,  SepnNontsttTo  from  Oaoigta,  «10;  on  tbo 
I      Bank  of  the  United  Btat«a,  eiT;  wi  tho  case  of  Itelw 

D'Autarire,  m. 

Kaiftffn  JNnWere,  abift  ^  PrMUff».—Se»  Indtm,  vol  flL 

JTorttgn  SetaU€MU,^Set  Indtw,  voIb.  4,  S. 

Fbr«tffnt)'«,pttMontfivtn.—Stt  Ind«e,  vol  8L 

Fowns,  JoBX,  on  Bonth  American  reUtloas,  49, 14,  TB ;  on 
the  Paoama  mlaalon,  90;  on  the  Panama  mtedon,  ITS; 
on  the  Grade  Tres^,S48,H8,8W;  relnUre  totho  Bsb» 
^Bu banks, 808;  onOeorgta  DilUUs  dalma,848;  onfreo 
uogToes  In  the  District  of  Columbia,  806 ;  on  the  appotnt- 
ment  of  Chargu,  STl ;  on  grants  to  the  Quapaw  Indians, 
406;  relaUve  to  the  Chickasaw  sod  ChocUw  Indiana, 
408 ;  on  the  relatione  of  the  United  BUtea  and  Geoigla, 
411, 4U;  oneommereial  Interconrae  with  Sweden,  428^ 
4n;oBtlwTBcaba]mBdad<m,M9,48D;  on  claims nider 
the  Florida  Tr«Uy,  444, 418, 450;  on  tbe  British  Colo- 
Blsl  Tnd^  4»t,  4fiT,  Ml ;  OB  tbe  Uborin  AgcMv,  Ml 
As/M(e^Toti.fi,i;T,8. 

Fonwans,  Cbauhoct,  Beprcsentstlve  from  Penn,  80S. 

Francs,  rttation*  with.— Set  Indtas,  vols.  S,  5, 

Franking  Privatff*.—Sf  Indtu,  toIb.  1, 9. 

Fr—  Maeit  in  Dittrict  (/  Ooimttbia,  bill  relatlro  SKL 

Frttdom  qfeontcitnee.— St4  Indtm,  roL  1. 

Frtnch  Colonial  TVodA— In. Uw  Senate,  a  bin  itbUn  tOb 
considered,  U8;  oxpUnatkmof  thaoT4{fnaBdopaatloii 
<rf  tbe  bill,  fiSB;  oanae  of  the  dolay  In  nclprocatlng  the 
French  ordinance,  S68 ;  the  ordtnaneo  a  temponttT'  act, 
rerokable  at  the  pleaanre  of  the  French  Goremment, 
688 ;  the  pnbUanUon  of  the  decree,  068 ;  why  haa  tUi 
new  tariff  of  dntlea  on  the  ttado  of  Onadaloupe  and 
Uartlnlque  been  withhold  ftom  the  American  Conyreesf 
004;  will  not  tho  bill  initapreaent^pe  repeal  tboeon- 
stmotlon  which  the  XxeontlTC  has  glron  to  tb*  law 
rognlatlog  the  commercial  Interoonrss  ttetwoea  this 
coontry  and  FranoeT  Hi;  amoadment  movod,  6U: 
Franco  should  bo  condDated,  MB;  tboUU  Is  solely  ap. 
pllcable  to  the  regolatlcm  of  tbe  colonial  trade,  SOS ;  eon< 
stmcUon  byonr  GoTerament,6a6;  It  goeea little fluthar 
than  AiUy  reciprocating  all  that  was  granted  by  ths 
French  decrcea,  069;  the  amendment  it  nnnoooasary, 
B66;  manner  IB  whloh  the  direct  tnde  la  regulated,  SM; 
amendment  withdrawn,  066;  have  not  tbe  dntlaa  on 
AmerloaB  prodaoa  to  theae  Uaads  boea  rodnoedf  DM; 
it  this  Tory  moment  tho  ordinance  is  probaUynpanlo^ 
B>7;  hlstotyoribe  tnwsaotloB,  SCT;  blU  ordandtoba 
engrossed  u>d  passed,  08T. 

JVeneft  Ji^mgttt.—Stt  Indtr,  iiA.  1. 

Frtnok  Spoltatknu.  ~Stt  Indtx,  toU.  2, 8,  7. 

^r*nA  J)tertf.—Set  Indtm,  roL  S. 

F»T,  JOBBPB,  Jr.,  BepreasDlaUro  from  PennaylTa&la,  108; 

FronUtit,  ProtteUon  t/.—St*  Imdtm,  vol.  L 

n^iUvMAM*  JifiHwb  S»$  Mitm,  wtL  "L 
Fmr  TroiUtfVt*  VsA-As IiiAm,  toL  T. 

O 

Oaii,  Lxtik,  BeproaentatlTe  from  Harylsnd,  009. 
QaU»  db  Btaton  tltcttd  printtr$.—8tt  Indtx,  rola.  I,  T. 
GxuraBT,  Damikl  G.,  on  the  Panama  Hlaslon,  189;  B«fn> 

seotattTO  from  New  Toric,  Ml  Stt  Indtm^tn\.%, 
Oabbow,  NAnurati«  KepruintatlT*  fhNB  How  To^  MMl 
ffensrol  V«(ffar«— As  Mea^  ttlL  1. 
fftorgia  Land  Clatma.-Stt  Indtm,  toL  & 
Otorffia  UOiUa  Claima.—lii  the  House,  mothn  to  dtatuffk 

theCommlttee,S48;  property  bsre  no  cognlasnoe  of  Ibaaa 

claims,  8M;  debate,  818;  motion  lost,  819;  ameodBwat 

moved,  48&  Stt  Indtm,  vols.  8,  S,  T,  & 
Otrman  Lanffvofft,  Lovn  in.— Stt  Indtm,  vol.  fi. 
QiuiDi  OaoBOB  Sh  BepreaentattTo  from  Georgia,  610;  relv 
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ttve  to  captuMd  AMoum,  6U;  on  the  OaoisUboiiBdur 
lhU>,6T4. 

Goiuv,  Bn/Ainir,  ItopremttattTa  from  IfMWiilHiinttn. 
Mi  <«Uufiuk(tfth«UnUadBtatM,«ft.  S$4Jndtot, 
VOLT. 

OOTAx,  AxDUW  B.,oaI}flafand  DombAtrluiuiiiOa.  3m 

Indem,  toL  T. 

Grtett,  aid  to  tht. — Sm  Jndw,  rt>\  7. 

tfrMb,  At^nnir,  r«M4^ to.— In  the  IIoDM,  areeolntlMDUik- 
ing  u  approprUtloo,  ftc,  oonaldei«d,U8;  tllii  iIIiIhm. 
MB;  pneedeata,  8U ;  ■  geneml  pleton  of  honor  esd 
doiotetloii  IB  Gneee,  Stti;  dbet  whteh  thU  meuiin 
ironM  hftve  on  the  rditkiw  of  tUa  oottntiy  with  the 
belllBereat  powers,  8N;  thtowoaldbe  a  dlrMtvloIatloii 
of  ODF  acatrelltj  onder  the  Uw  of  natfona,  M4;  it  i«  a 
•apply  to  the  nocanitoos  In  the  nation  at  Urge,  and  not  k 
•abeidf  volnntaiiljr  offered,  845;  provislana  affl  net  eon- 
tntband  ot  warexoept  when  goiof  to  »  beeteiied  pUee, 
MB;  Unot  tUetdtatiaetioBwlthontadllhrawr  MB; 
iwolntlon  laid  on  the  t•hl^  U6. 

asKXR,  Ibxd,  BepreaentntlYe  from  PvuHjlTiab,  WML 

ffwafaoMifo,  JRteloie  to.—SM  I»dm,  t<A  8. 

Owi»>oaU.—S»*  IndtiB^  toL  L 

0II1UT,  EuTBT  IL,  Bepreeeotttir*  froiB  LovblUM,  no.— 
H 

AiftwM  Cbr^HM,  jAifpeMtM  (!ft--^  A<ta^  Tok.  8;  8l 

Haili,  anenoroachmenteoD  Gho«taw  lands,  84T ;  on  the 

remoTnl  of  the  Choctaw  Indians,  8T0;  on  dntlesonwool 
end  woollens,  400 ;  on  the  Chlckasair  and  Choctaw  In- 
diBDS,  411;  on  the  reUUooe  of  the  United  States  and 
OeorgU,  418;  on  remora]  of  the  Indians,  034;  on  the 
case  of  Harlgn7  D'AntailTO,  HT. 

Hum,  Wtu-uH,  Bepreeentntlve  tnm  UiaelaalppI,  UO. 

Hall,  Tboiui,  Eepreeentatlv  from  Horth  CMoUm,  €10; 
nlattTo  to  M^tared  AMe«iii.  W.— iSw  /ndM,  Tok.  T. 

Hallook,  Johx,  Jr.,  Bepreaentntlve  from  New  Tork,  409. 
8m  IndM,  ToL  & 

SamiUon,  Alwtndsr,  npoH  ^,  at  Aeretary  ^th»  7V«o*- 
w^.—Set  India,  toL  1.  Dtanry. 

BAWiiToir,  Jabib,  Jr.,  on  Uasseofansette  Militia  Oalms,  61 ; 
on  fionth  American  relatlon^  64,  SS;  on  the  Pananui 
Ulielon,lS8;  «b  remonl  <tf  the  remalne  of  Commodore 
pM!t]r,968;  MifrMBegioMlntbeDlstrietofOalnmMn, 
SB8;  <m  the  soffnlnt  Oreflka,8tt;  onanflimn  bjflre 
In  Alexasdrls,  SS>;  on  dntlea  on  wool  and  woollens, 
<M;  ontheLiberlan  Agenor.  441;  on  the  Bank  of  the 
tJnIted  States,  418;  on  the  case  of  Mailgnr  D'Anteriv*, 
OtS;  on  a  painting  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  887;  on 
the  old  sedition  law,  m-tSi.  8m  Indmt,  toL  9l 

Barvwny  in  Indiana,  SooUtf/  <tf.  8m  Indttt,  vol.  8. 

HABBisoir,  WiLUAH  on  the  relief  of  safferen  at  Alexan- 
dria, S8K ;  on  pi^itimrt  of  deported  ^th,  SIS;  <m  n 
UTalM»d«m]r,  887;  B«Batocfh>mOUfl^4S7;  on  report* 
ers  to  the  Senate,  478 ;  on  the  deoesse  of  U^or  Qeneril 
Brown,  C26 ;  on  the  olBoe  of  Hi|}or  QenenU,  6ST ;  on  the 
claims  of  South  Caroline,  689 ;  relatlTS  to  Qie  barracks 
at  Ne#  Orleans,  MO;  (m  the  prevention  of  desertioB, 
546;  on  the  bUI  for  tbo  relief  of  ifrs.  Brown,  ess ;  on  the 
dntj  on  salt,  6TS;  on  the  surrtvora  of  Uw  Berolntlon, 
684,685;  on toovet rank,  Wt. 

Habtbt,  JoBAnua;  BaprosaatatlTO  from  K«w  BMB^aUra, 
<O0.  S64  Indtoi,  vol  8. 

BATniBoBmTqOBtbelotterrlbrtheasle  of  Jelbreon's 
«itat«,  887;  on  the  Colon:aaUon  Sodctr,  808-817;  on 
the  gradual  Improvement  of  the  Navy,  824-889;  on  a 
naval  academf,  8SS-ftlS ;  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
Ml;  m  IndraulAoattoB  to  fteeignei^  474;  mi  the  «ap- 


ton  of  the  FhlladelphlB,  4M ;  oa  the  pema  of  tte  Tlsn- 
Pmhletit,  610 ;  on  the  oOee  of  Major  Oenscd.  an;  «■  tta 
daiiMoreoatb  CH«Una,a9 ;  onngnatof tei  to  Kaairea 
OiAW«,6«;  OB  thergBaAOotonlaHiBJai.BOI;  — ^ 
pajmont  of  Intmat  to  Btats^  On;  oatboda^oa  b- 
dlto,OH;  on  the  snppreartoo  of  the  Blave  tnd^CD^  ttt. 

HAnraa,  Ckablm  E.,  B^ieaentBtlveflrein  Geoesla,  CUi 

Hbalbt,  JoavH,  Bepraeentatlve  frnm  New  BBmpetdfa^  M. 
^7n<fea^vaL& 

Reai^tn,  propagating  tA»  Go^pti  amonf. — fl«e  Jmdtm,  toL  I. 

BmH^  AaitHcai%.—8»»  IndtB,  nd.  T. 

Hnmnuq  JoantB,  on  tha  iMti  of  Smlnttonrr  9Utun, 
SlB;«itb«PMUB«Btatoii,UL  AaAte^T«la.«,7.& 
.  ISnoBHOii;  FuxoN,  Jin  7iU«aas«:— As  Adis^  voLT. 

HsinnucKa,  Wiuiam,  on  the  road  in  IfidhlpB,  18S;  oa  tha 
nadlnATksnaaa,SS8;  on  the  Ohio  turnpike  nMl.sa; 
Senator fhun  Indiana,  487;  on  pobUo landa, 478 ;  oath* 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  604.  AiMaa^ToLa 

Hbhxy,  Bobbbt  p.,  deeease  Dt,  849. 

Hmbkk,  EaaKXzxx,  on  soiEerarB  taj  fln  In  AlazaaSil^  IBl 
HOXBIX,  BitAH  E.,  SepreeentattTO  from  New  Tork,  M8l 

HoDSM,  ,  Bqraeutatlve  from  TtfissaDhnaeHi^  Ml 

HoDOaoB,  BBBaoCA,  JPtUfion  i^.—Se4  Indtx,  -raL  3L 
HomtAV,  MiCBABL,  on  the  New  Creek  Tren^,fll9;  mn 
.  Naval  Acodemy,  405 ;  on  Deaf  and  Dnmb  AbjIbbi^  408; 

Kopreeantativo  from  New  York.  609.  SM  Jnd^  v«L& 
HOLOOHBli  OaoxSB,  on  the  case  of  Ifra.  Decatur,  9SS; 

resentattv  frnn  Now  Jersey,  009;  dwBBass  o^  M8L 
Houn,  fiimn*  on  tha  hIbit  aT  tho  rnatmaatw  Qaaswfc 

964;  on  the  sale  of  rewrvad  lead  minea,  S81;  «■  Oo 

dntjr  on  salt,  SS9 ;  on  the  meeaage  restarting  the  Omk 

Indians,  80S ;  on  paTment  of  deported  alavamaOS^; 

Bepreeentatlve  from  North  Cvolina,  C1<L    S»»  Imim, 

voL  8. 

.ffotMiXejMirlmeMfc— <SM/ndec,vol.L  JtoecaJJoe  Ji^arl 

nWBt,  and  IndM,  vol  & 
Som*  JTtHMtffwfMrse  won*  is  Uu  P~ru    ffrf  fnrfna,TTJ  t 
Aaort  to  tta  Avoft^-Ae  Adaa^  ToL  C 
Horut  iotl  in  t*«  S^minoU  Wan—JSmAdaB.rAl. 
HoutTox,  8awtxl,«u  the  MaaaadiBsetta  militia  dataa^A 

Se»  Indaoi,  vols.  7, 8. 
ITiiiiii  iirtjniiiiiii  111  iliiin  nf  fiiit  innsliin  nf  ITtHi  riiiifissa.  Ml. 

convenes  at  second  sesiion  of  19th  Conffeaa,  80;  eA- 

Joams  at  close  of  second  session  of  19th  Piiiniss^  IH; 

convenes  at  first  session  of  SOth  Congieaa,  8W;  a^faMI 

Bt  dose  of  flrat  sessfam  of  90th  Coiyresa,  m 
EuimnST,  Cbabui^  on  the  raBaf  of  ITiiiilallUBBij  A 

asr^m  AsAM^voLSL 
Hmii^  JdMACTAi^  BopwaaBtaaTO  ftwa  Twaaal,  t. 

I 

lUinoU,  Admtmton  ^.See  Indeas,  voL  I, 
/mjMacAment.— iSm  /xdeo,  voL  8. 
lmporU.—S»*  DatiM  on  Imporia. 

SHprUoanmajbr  /NM— In  tha  Benat^  lasra  aAal  8* 
brlnff  ta  B  bm  to  aboUih,  t74;  no  doabt  of  tbo  (tlae^d^ 

or  expedlencj  of  the  measnre,  974 ;  Imprlsaamaat  la 
debt,  horrible  ai  the  Spanish  Inqnisltku,  9t4;  n  rtele- 
tlon  of  the  Declaration  Independence,  and  of  the  ooa- 
etitation,  9T4 ;  the  barbarons  custom  had  Its  ortftB  IB 
nsorped  power,  974;  appeal  to  the  wisdom  and  panted 
ism  of  the  Senate,  to  aid  in  aholishlng  e  divaerfri 
featura  of  tha  Uw^  876;  learo  ttantad,  aad  hill  Istiv 
diiesd,*I&  &aiiuta\ Tola. T,& 
Indmnn{/haiioi%  ^Jbrs^a««^Xn  tbo  Seaata^  •  pedttM 
retetive  to,  presented,  474 ;  tho  qnostion  can  bo  oetflsd 
otherwiae  than  hy  reference,  474;  a  caae  out  of  the  seofa 
of  the  general  rule,  474 ;  the  petition  from  n  British  s^ 
Jeot  should  be  presented  officially  to  Congreas^m:  cM- 
lena  of  other  eoontilsa  have  BO  right  to  patltloB  OeqpMi 
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tn  Om  wUnrtoMat  of  tWr  dalma,  4U;  peUUrat  laid  on 

Jnd4mn4tffor  SpoHuM<m$.-S44  ItuUa,  roU  1,  Or<«t  Brlt- 
alB. 

AdtaM,  mMMm  «!- Am  JMms  T«L  & 
JMIawaawiat— lattoHwiMyBMll  to  aatboflH  Indfaow 
to  looAto  ft  ««m1  oonddnad  ud  odand  to  1w  «iigiaMd, 

4H.  ' 

JudUuta  AffiHr*.—Stt  Indeas,  toL  4. 

Jndtcm  DepariiMiU.-~iSM  UvU^  toL  7. 

JM<M  IM«  *Mi«  4^  liU  jBMty  JKwnMiM-iaM  /iMtei, 

TOL& 

Tribt*.-^  Indict,  Tol  8. 
JiiJtoH  CkicJeawe  and  CtocAiw.— In  th*  Hoom,  » icio- 
Intton  eoBiIdered,  40T ;  ao  aeeawlty  for  puiiDf  meli  ft 
nftolation,  40T;  why  esU  for  the  Inttractlona  In 
thl«  cftM  alone  f  407;  exoepUona  taken  to  tli«  prooeed- 
Ingi  of  the  CommMonen,  407 ;  were  the^  in  fact  true  T 
401;  it  la  nid  thftt  tlM  OnounbaloBen  addreMcd  the  lo- 
dlftia  !■  the  langBags  Umata  ud  «owolon,408;  ex- 
traot  from  OeftddreaaertlMCVnnmtaaioaaa, 408;  latbU 
the  langaage  4rf  eoerelonf  406;  otjeetlonabla  pftrts  of 
the  reaelutloDa,  400;  Indian  treatlei  of  late  7«an,409; 
•B  attempt  to  Cftrrr  into  effect  a  polfoj  with  the  In< 
dlana,  wUeh  should  moat  the  reprobation  of  tho  Hooae, 
Mi  ItlsiaU  that  the  reaolntlofli  ta uaanal and axtift- 
owUnary  In  Ita  ahanwtw,  410 ;  tha  laftnuiatlon  aalled  Ibr 
Mnbaof  M  aarrlee  when  oUala0d,41O;  thaeSbrta^rf 
thn  rnmrnMnnnn  harnlriiii  imanrriarflil.  Mil;  inrtlm 
Uii^  410;  tba  poU^j  tha  CommlaaioaMi  have  utteftTsred 
topromote  baa bftan aiweBwlTelr reoomni ended hy Mon- 
roe,  Calhoon,  and  Barboor,  411 ;  raaohiUai  laid  as  the 
tabK^l* 

KeaoIotioQ  relatlTe  to  the  remoTal  «f  Uw  Chootawa, 
Ac^  otmatderad,  018;  blU,  030. 
Iitdian*,  floridA,  RiU*f  ^— In  the  Howa,  ft  UU  eonald- 
erad,  1S7 ;  part  vi  flta  btdlaaa  in  a  atoto  of  atamtioa, 
UT ;  dreunataMaa  of  tba  caae,  U7 ;  tha  qaaatfam  of 
eolootslBc  tha  Indiana  la  tha  weataia  eoutrf  r«t  to  be 
deddad,  128;  amended  by  intertlng  a  anIBelent  anm  to 
relieve  the  pieaent  ezlce&ejr.  IW;  Congra—  luu  no  power 
to  make  the  Treaaoij'aeliMl^box.lSt;  ordaredtoa 
third  reading,  186;  tha  UU,  Itt ;  laad ft  third  tlni^ftDd 
paved,  141 

Ammo!  q^In  tba  Honaa^  ft  taaolHtloa  lilatlTa  to^ 
ecauidered,8M;  DegotUttea  with  tha  ladlaa  Mbaa,  fbr 
the  eaadonof  their  land,  a  mere  brD^  860;  the  United 
Stataa  have,  b^  statute,  disfranchised  OTeiy  nation  of 
Indians  within  their  bonndarlea,  860 ;  it  has  been  asked, 
what  brought  these  people  to  their  present  abJeot  eon- 
dltionf  861;  the  Indians  expected  to  ba  repof ad, 861 ; 
the  ii()arles  and  losses,  bj  the  oonUnoanee  of  thaaa  In* 
dians  in  tbelt  present  abode,  867. 

JiJiawn  tfiMfpoHv— In  the  Hoosa,  bU  ralatlre  to  eonstd- 
«nd,4D6;  motion  to  1^  on  tba  table,  406;  arttdeoftha 
treatj  with  the  Indlaos,  406 ;  a  queaUoa  relative  to  eon- 
Tejing  the  lands  in  fee,  400 ;  motion  carried,  400, 

InnaOLi,  Rutb  L,  on  the  British  Colonial  Trade,  4B1 ; 
Bepresentfttlve  tct>m  Cooneeticnt,  609 ;  on  a  pain  ting  of 
tha  Battle  of  Now  Orleans,  838.   iSM/istfsa^ToL  8. 

Xmbxm,  8AinriLDi,ai  the  Panama  mission,  ISO;  onpreser- 
vattoa  of  Uva  oak  timber,  877 ;  on  tha  TkonbAja  mla- 
481;  BaprMaatfttlTa  ftom  Penmg'l'nwb,  608;  on 
tha  eaaa  af  Maiignr  D'Antotiva^  IBS;  «b  ntmiduneB^ 
m  jlsa /fMf  ea^  Toll.  6;  7, 8. 

iWsr«o«ras^OMiu>Mraf(d;da,i'br<<^;do.,ir(Mk  AaJii- 
dm,  Tol.4. 

JnUmai  Improttmwt.— In  the  Hooac,  a  resolatlon  to  la- 
'   (tilia  iftto  tho  axpedleacj  <tf  illsifiMitlnntin  the  appiopd- 


ftticHi  for  nireTa,  and  anbstltutlng  apedfle  i^pro" 
Illations,  860;  the  propriety  of  transferring  to  tha 
SxaentlTe  this  large  diaereUon  over  tha  pnbUo  monej, 
haa  nerer  roedrad  separate  eonaideratien,  800;  Internal 
Improreraents,  legitimatalj,  are  eonflned  to  ol^taeta  of  a 
national  eharactar,  860;  Important  to  call  tha  attentioB 
oftbeHonaa  to  the  manner  in  whloh  appropriations  are 
made,  861;  amendment  oflbred,  861;  reaolation  laid  on 
the  Uble,  86S. 

In  the  Sonate,  a  blU  to  grant  certain  nnqipra^rlated 
lands  in  Alabama  to  tha  Btate  for  pnrpoaea  of  Internal 
Improvement,  oonakiered,  640;  ordered  to  hti  niifrnaaai. 
S4T.  AsaJiulsai^  Tola.7,& 

InvaUd  Corp€.-~Se*  Indmt,  roL  B. 

iBAAon,  Jacob  O,  ob  an  amendment  to  the  conatltntloa, 
84;  on  Sovth  American  rebtloBa,  80;  Bapnaeiitatln 
from  TennOMee,  61&   S»t  Indtee,  vols.  7, 8. 

MAmut  Panama,  a  reeolntlon  relative  to  eatabUahlng 
oommnnieatlo*  «f tb,  oonaldored,  OBOi 

J 

Jail$qfStata.-~SMlndeas,  voL  OL 

J^trmm't  LoUery  Bili,  aoUon  in  tbe  Honae  on,  414. 

JxMHaaa,  Jav^raui,  Sepreaeotatlre  ftom  Indiana,  noi 

£M£Kfet^  volft4,0k7,a. 
Jonm,  ExMUT,      BepreaantatlT*  fhiu  DaUwafs^  lOfc 
JoHBBon,  FnaKoiB,  on  the  Fanaa»  Uarfon,  187;  on  6otrth 

American  relations,  tO-T8;  on  aaHbraial^fln  In  Alas- 

andria,SS6-601.  &« /ndars  vola.  7,  8. 
JoHXBon,  Juina,  oBm  a  resolatlon  on  a  Vestcm  Armory, 

47;  on  the  Panama  Mlaaion,908;  doooaee  of,800L  Sm 

IitdM,  voL  S. 

Josinojt,  Jnaovus,  Be[aeaentattv«  ftom  Hew  ToA,  60BL 
j8t«AA^ToL& 

JoHxa(H^  BwBABP  11,  <at  ImplaoiuDant  tor  deb^  n<;  OB  lha 
sale  of  r»s«rT»d  Lead  Mines,  S88;  on  tba  salary  of  the 
Featmastor  Oenentl,  884;  Senator  ftom  Eamtoeky,  467; 
on  rq>orters  to  the  Senate,  476;  on*  the  gradantlon  Ib 
the  price  of  the  pnbUo  lands,  A6T;  on  tepain  of  tha 
CnmberlftDd  road,  fiSS.  iSi«  Jiwfeai,  vols.  8, 4,    6,  7,  & 

JoBMSoif,  JoeiAB  on  tha  dnty  on  salt,  298;  on  payment 
of  deported  alavea,  809-81S;  Senator  from  Lonlslanv 
667;oBthapowan  of  thaTloa  Pi«l^t,BU;  oa  tha 
pnUle  debt,  884;  tvlatlTa  to  tba  bannekB  at  Haw  Or- 
leana,  040, 541.  ^  AdstB,  relL  7,  & 

JovnuU  qftlit  Federal  Opnaenttofc— .Ssa  Indtae,  toL  T. 

Jvumai  ^tte  Old  Ooikgr—.—St»  Indtee,  vol.  6. 

Judffta,  J'ediral,  rmitowal  i^f.—Stt  IwIm,  vols.  9^  4, 

JwUetajy,  Th».~-la  tho  Senate,  ft  biU  to  eataUiah  Jndieial 
pToooea  In  tho  Statea  admitted  Into  tho  Unkui  sinca  1781^ 
618;  tbe  bill  In  lU preaent  shape  wiU  deatrt^  all  aqollr 
proeaaalBmaayortbaoldfltala^AU;  axaaatlM lawiof 
EaBtn^,816;  defl!Bdad,S19;  KaBtnoUaBB a biara and 
ebivalrotts  people,  018;  tha  faordlilBta  laana  af  bank 
per,6M;  effect  of  nowise  meaaw  of  tha  Bank  of  the 
United  eutoa,0a0;  la  Kentnoky  tha  imly  Btato  that  at- 
tempted dnring  the  war  to  anit  her  oodo  to  her  oondl- 
UonT  690;  the  Circuit  Jndga  declared  the  replevia 
law  to  be  nnconsUtntional,  681 ;  what  coastltotea  a 
despotism,  691;  how  much  mora  beeoming  in  the  Jiidgai 
to  have  BorrendeFod  thdrjadgmant  to  that  of  thepeih 
pie,  until  Congress  eoold  hftva  passed  oa  the  sobject,  691; 
tiie  power  to  anaet  lamadlal  laws  mBataxistBomawher^ 
«8;  ItlBBtfdtheJoOalftrriBiheiiMwttaDportaatdapart. 
ment  In  oar  Oovemmeot,  618;  whenever  the  moat 
vigilant  scrutiny  of  the  people's  lepreaastativea  shall 
be  wlthdawn  bom  that  department,  the  libertiee  of  the 
people  will  be  endangered,  684;  the  Judicial  charaeter 
Is  <m]j  valuable  when  ltdoaaUadntr,0S4:  ftportaatoao 
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IndlArenee  dUl^ajed  hj  the  BUtca  in  nUtlon  to  the 
Tlotation  of  ttM  great  principles  upon  whlcb  thdr  righti 
depend,  1189 ;  motion  to  reconalder  carried,  0S4. 
JiMUefanr  i^vCMh-riSM  Adt^  Tola.  S,  8L 


K 

KANi,EuAiR.,antIisTuoopi]Tchase.8Tt;  Beutor  from 
IlllB<da,  «T;  on  the  powen  of  tb^a  Tlco-Preatdent,  M5; 
OB  *  gnai  of  lud  to  Eenyon  CoUefo,  C6flL  Stt  JMm, 

ToLa. 

X'mtfon  O>0tg&.—ln  the  BeiMtoKUUto  gnnt  *  towtublp 
ot  land  to,  considered,  SH;  amendinenta  offered,  fiU; 
object  of  the  bill,  SH;  persona  connected  with  the  In- 
■tltatlon,  KT;  their  activltf  in  iU  behalf,  fiST;  luUtu- 
ttoDs  Indebted  to  priTkte  donations,  669;  it  utaj  be  con- 
sidered the  prapoftltlon  ^foro  the  Benale  was  of  little 
oonseqnenee,  fiW;  objection  to  dogglngtho  bill  with  a 
new  provision  when  it  was  ripe  for  action,  5»;  OTBrr 
bill  Bhonld  bo  left  to  tu  own  merita,  639 ;  the  bUl  should 
embrace  other  otjeets  beside  this  portlonlar  InstltnUon, 
060;  wo  cnnnot  make  this  grant  to  Ohio  and  rrfliMltto 
ether  Btalea,SW;  Ohio  has  noeUlm  to  this  donation, 
MO;  It  loTolvos  one  of  the  most  Important  prindples 
wh]eh  eonld  potslblf  be  submitted  to  our  condderatloo, 
600;  are  gentlemen  unwilling  to  have  exposed  to  view 
the  magnltode  of  tbe  question  Involrod,  560 ;  shall  the 
Fedemi  OorenmeBt  take  theral^eot  t4  edaeatlon  Into 
Its  ovn  hands,  la  ttie  questhm  lavolTed,  000;  protest 
■gainst  Uie  extension  of  tin  Jnrisdletlon  and  an  appro- 
priation of  tlioftanda  of  the  Federal  OOTemment  to  par* 
poses  of  education  within  the  States,  Kl ;  our  &atj  to 
exert  a  vigilant  control  over  everj  department  oT  the 
govemmcnt,  and  to  resist  every  temptation  to  overleap 
the  bounds  of  our  authorltjr,  561 ;  this  government  hM 
•IreAdj'  gone  too  llir  In  aasnmlog  jarUdlcUon  over  ob- 
Jeots  whieh  do  not  belong  to  them  at  nit,  or  which  they 
oonid  exercise  only  UmlUtlana,  061 ;  under  the  eonsUtn- 
tlon  yon  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  subject,  OOS;  If 
you  begin  with  this  institution  wheie  wUl  yoa  endf 
003;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  passed,  S6^ 

Kmx,  BiORiBD,  Beprescntative  from  New  York,  009. 

Km,  John  Lexds,  Kepresoutatlve  from  Maryland,  609 ;  on 
the  ease  of  Hsrigny  D'Autertve,  004.   See  fndem,  voL  EL 

Kne,  ViLLiAx  S.,  on  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylnm  In  Ken- 
tael7,n9;  on  deported  slnTeaiSDS;  Benntw  ftomAla- 
bunn,  46T ;  rel stive  to  tbo  powen  of  the  Tiee-Presldent, 
C04-008;  on  the  sn^mifilon  of  the  slave  trade,  600 ;  on 
the  inppresslon  of  the  slan  trade,  607.  See  Atfed^ 
vols.  4,  9,  0, 7,  & 

Kmo,  Adah,  Snpresentatlve  from  rennsylvanla,  609, 

KmtKA,  ,  OS  deaf  and  dumb  asylnma,  400 ;  on  Meade's 

etalra,  400. 

KsioBT.  HnmciAa  R.,  Senator  frxnn  Bhode  Isluid,  491 ;  on 
the  payment  of  Intorsatto  Bt»tei,sn;  ob  the  dn^oB 
iBdlgo^  9lt.—8u  /ndem,  vols.  T,  & 

Emis,  OzoKOB,  on  the  Taenbays  mission.  4S6 ;  on  the  Li- 
beria agency,  448;  B^presentatlre  from  Pennsylvania, 
009;  on  the  esse  of  I^rlgny  D'AnteHvn,  0S9.  St4  fn- 
doB,  voL  8. 

Kbbbmab,       onretnndimOBt,  6n. 


I. 

IqfayMs,  graUMtto^SH  Mut,  vol&  1,  ^T,  & 
ZaJfcs  Buptrtor  Copp«r  Jnn«t.~SM  Atfsav  vtds.  &  T,  8. 
Land  Ctatme  in  Ohio,  dotaHs  respecting  oertslB,8n;  bill 

for  thoir  rellnqalshmeot  eonsldered  in  the  nont^  8T8; 

debntod,  S78, 874 


Land  TUIm     LouUiann,  do.  3fi-tmH.~Se*  Imd^  -niL  1 
Lattdefof  Sdueaiiffn.—Su  Imdtm,  voL  T. 
Xands;  WUUni,—Be*  If»Atm,  vok.  1.     <  6^  T.  AAKs 
Zand*. 

Ijorvmom,  Jomph,  KcpresoiUriiv*  Draoi  Fb»u^1hi<^ 

600.  8—  Inde^  voL  & 
IdU,  PEToa,  KepresentaUve  from  Tennesaeo,  610. 

X«ad  JRnot,  retervtd  tale  qf:— In  the  Sensto,  the  biH  re- 
ported, considered,  ISO;  Indefinite  poatponement  nwvc^ 
S80 ;  the  bill  had  onee  received  the  bvoraUo  deejtf  on  <f 
the  Senate  upon  it,  S80;  the  extent  of  the  rosmnttna^ 
ISO;  provisions  of  the  bill,  S80;  recurraiee  to  flnt  pite- 
elples,  SSt ;  not  expedient  to  anthmtw  the  aslo  ^  |n» 
«Bt,  esi;  oblectioni  to  the  U11,CSI;  reports  ando  a 
the  subject  of  mlnlBg^  S$l;  CoBgnai  ■boald  M 
FresldeBt  know  what  behndio  sril  before  It  bnlmi 
the  anthorlQr  opon  him,  SSI;  a  plan  and  proper  disw- 
ings  should  be  made,  183;  this  not  nrcfsssiy.lM;  Ul 
laid  on  the  table,  882-  iSse  Indeai,  vol  7. 

lAberia  Agtney/.—lT^  the  House,  an  spproprlatloB  ror,  tarn- 
rtdored,  480;  Items  exunlnod,  440;  the  flnt  oefotiatlw^ 
440;  neeording to  Oe  BtntoBMBt irf  tiw  ngnt,  bcviaf  Igr 
nllttlo  addreM  and  raaBacement  connected  •oniaelw 
with  thb  sodefy,  we  most  new  send  onta  uDttBiyanl 
naval  foree  to  defend  the  eolonlats,  440;  on  what  prind- 
pie  are  we  going  to  send  ont  certain  Africaasf  441 ;  A 
appropriation  to  carry  an  existing  law  Into  efliret,  441; 
whose  voice  was  first  raised  In  this  house  "7"'Tt*  the 
slave  traffic  f  44S;  amendment  explained,  443;  wiD  not 
eolonlxlng  the  coast  of  Africa  bs  the  best  plan  to  step 
tiie  atom  trader  44S;fkirthar  debat^ -Itt  Se»  Imimt, 
toLBl 

LxcoMRit,  JoatPB,  on  an  amendment  to  the  cumtltalk^ 

8S ;  Bepresentatlve  from  Kentucky,  OlOi 
LxmitB,  Isaac,  Repreeentative  from  Virginia,  SIO. 
Lbicuxx,  Eobut  p.,  on  South  American  relatioaa,  M;  ea 

free  negroes  In  the  District  of  CotnmbU,  SM; 

sentatlve  ftx>m  Kentodty,  610;  on  tvtmeliBMBi,  W- 

8m  Index,  vol  7. 
L4m  Oat  Timber.— la  the  House,  a  naolntfaiB  rdtf  to  to 

considered,  876;  an  important  laltject,  tT6 :  most  nh- 

able  ship  timber,  877;  growth  extiemelj  TOfU,  Kit 

amendment,  877 ;  passed,  878.   See  Index,  vol  T. 
Libranf  of  Oonfrreee,—See  IiUUm,  vol  *. 
Library  <tf  Mr.  Jef^reoii.—3ee  Jndm,  vtd.  5l 
Lieutenanl-Getieral.—See  Indtm,  toL  6. 
LieiUenanU  tn  (Ae  JTovy,  bill  to  Increase  paf  <!& 
Ziffht  ffmfe  DtiUetj—See  Index,  vni  8. 
£<mlfaM»M^  iStoMes  «^-AH  ^dsc.  Tola.  9;  4 
LiTTLB,  Pbtbb,  BqireaeBtBtlvo  from  Harytan^  M;  on 

the  Colonization  Society,  489:,— .Sse  Ja^et^  voh.  4^  It 

7,& 

LrrinosToir,  Edvakd,  on  Sonth  American  relations,  76;  «• 
the  Panama  mission,  146;  on  the  aceonnts  of  MOnno, 
900;  relative  to  the  Bahama  Banks,  SS8;  oa  the  anAr- 
log  Greeks,  868. 864;  on  land  claims  in  Obht,  874;  Bep- 
resantative  from  LonWana,  010;  on  the  ease  fl^Harigay 
ITAnterfvn,  au,  601.  SeeMea,TvlM.l,t,*,i. 

Loan  BOL—See  Indm,  voL  5. 

LOOKB,  JoBK,  KepreaenUtlve  from  TMssnsfthnaetfa,  601.  Bm 
Index,  vol  & 

LxvT,  Jomr,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  NorUi  CsroUno,  Ofi  As 

Index,  vols.  7,  & 
Lote,  PMie,  in  WuAtiiffton.—See  Index,  roL  7. 
louUlana,  /WoAsm  i^.~8u  Index,  vols.  9,  8l  Itexlf: 

See  Index,  vol  8.   TerrOmyf  Sh  Index,  vote  t.  4. 

Slata  ;  See  Atfia^-Tol & 
LowBtB,  WunBiOhoaanSsorotBiToraeSenato,  Al.  Sm 

Indtsp,  ToL  8. 

Lfmfbi!*,  Wilsox,  Bepresentatlve  from  Oeorgia,  Hft 
Ltor,  Ckrbkdbb,  Boprcsentatlvo  ftom  Kentucky,  WL 
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MAOOti,  NAnunt,  OmM  TnMnA  pro  tmit,.  at  titt  8ui- 
■to,  >»;  on  ft  nsTil  Midainr,  S41 ;  on  th*  Ohio  TBra< 
pIlM  bU,  8tt;  Soantor  fiwn  Kosth  Cknlliia,4n;  mi 
tho  Burvivlnr  oflloen  ef  th«  BflTolntton,  4H;  on  the 
poven  at  tho  yiM  Pruident,  SOS;  on  th«  offlce  of 
U^oi^eoanl,  52S;  on  k  gnot  of  Und  to  KeD/on 
OoUcge,  MS ;  on  tha  p&]nnent  of  Intenst  to  Statei, 
013 ;  on  tha  doty  on  Mlt,  KT4 ;  on  tbo  gndomtioD  ot 
prleo  of  tho  pnbllo  Unda,  MS ;  <»  the  larrlrors  of 
tba  BevolnUoB,  688;  on  repairs  of  tho  Ganbarlud 
road,  680;  on  th«  dntf  on  Indigo^  6tS;  on  th«  ObM- 
«peake  and  Ohio  Canal,  «04;  claetod  FnsMoBt  pro 
tm.  of  tba  Senate,  601  St»  Indme,  v6lM.lt  %»,  4,0,  t, 
T,  8. 

Macttrtt  FiAtry,  hill  reUUTO  to,  448. 

HAon,  JoKM,  BoprasentatlTa  from  Nov  Toric,  8». 

MaU  ThffU.—ae*  Indmt,  toL  7. 

MaUon  S<mg»  Claim.— Se4  JntUx,  toL  & 

Mauakt,  BoLLii*  on  South  Ameriean  relations,  82-T6; 
on  duties  on  wool,  STB ;  on  the  British  Colonial  Tnda, 
4S4;  BepreaenuUvo  from  Termoat,  HN.  A«  Ad«a, 
Tola.  T,  8. 

ILuABui,  JoHx  n.,  BepreaentatlTo  from  ToDneaaao,  6ia 
£m  IndM,  ToL  & 

JftHB«jr  zr^iiteWM,  oooa  «'^In  tho  Hona^  a  UU  prarU- 
Isg  Itor  remnnaraUn;  the  elalmant  for  the  loat  tlUM  of 
•  bUyo  impnawd  Into  the  BfTTlea  of  the  United  Btateo 
oonaldeTed,  0S5;  priadplo  asaamed  that  the  Unitod 
States  la  not  bound  In  any  case  to  pay  for  alavea  Iqjnred 
or  loat,  becauae  they^  are  not  conaldered  aa  proper^, 
<2S;  a  prlnciplo  of  most  serlooa  importance,  6M;  if  not 
property,  ttaer  are  f^  686;  amendment  allowing  fat 
the  injury  done  the  riara  and  nedlenl  Bttendanoe  on 
Um,  6U;  a  qneatloD  that  ahonld  be  deeided  on  Ha  own 
merita,  without  socUonal  IbeUng,  «S«;  baa  the  aoTani< 
meat  laaiingle  eaao  paldttoailaTO  toal  InaarrleaT  Kt; 
light  of  the  Ooramment  to  impreaa  alavea  denied,  and 
therein  the  Intereat  of  the  master  ta  protected,  fl2«;  the 
flanaUtutlon  m^ea  no  dUtlnetlon,  but  embraoas  all  pri- 
vate piopeitr,  827 ;  the  principle  has  been  aeted  upon 
In  Dumerons  caaes,  SST ;  a  delicate  aahjeet,  687 ;  action 
<tf  tha  Hoaao  la  1816^  «T;  Is  the  queaUon  to  b^  raised 
berewhatberthlBdaM'<tf  peo{deUpropert7T638;  It  la 
■aid  tharo  la  bo  anthoritf  to  Imprau  •  shiTe,  658;  If 
OoTemment  Imprewed  tha  ilara  It  nut  pay  fbr  bb 
Joes  of  time,  699 ;  blstorr  of  the  law  relattre  to  alare 
property,  699;  Intendment  of  prevloaa  Leglalatnra, 
CSS ;  the  great  qaeetlon  Is,  aliaU  slaro  property  he  plaead 
without  tha  reach  of  the  arm  of  the  military  Gotmh- 
XQent  orsotf  Qtt;  Congress  has  no  power  to  settle  the 
qnasttan  of  property,  8S>;  atata  of  the  case,  «S9;  the 
ilghttotakaaadeiqdoyaalaTe  fbr  the  puUteanrleo 
arlaes  out  of  tba  Imminent  nBeaarily  of  a  atala  of  war, 
•89;  eaao  In  point,  680l 

Is  the  ghoit  of  the  Hlasonil  qoetdoB  again  to  be 
marched,  with  solemn  and  terriflo  aspect,  throogh  theae 
halls,  681 ;  tho  qneation  has  long  ^ce  boon  settled,  681 ; 
tha  eonatltutlon  has  reoognlsed  alarea  as  aa  etfectlre 
portion  of  oar  population,  639 ;  tha  oonatitntlmi  tIowb 
■IsTtaln  thaaamell^taadld  th*  akre^KAttnc  Statea 
•t  the  time  of  Its  adtftloa,  689;  U  la  m  new  doetilae, 
689;  alaraa  regarded  tn  the  mixed  oharaoter  of  pavsona, 
both  homantty  and  religion  aaoedoBs  this  deolaistlon, 
688;  a  novel  doebrlne,  that  no  property  can  borightAiUj 
Imprceaed,  689;  it  la  aald,  no  preeedaat  can  he  set  np 
against  the  oonstltotioa,  CSS;  leglalatloB  ftunlahea  no 
inataoee  of  remnaeratlOB,  688 ;  why  was  It  that  Oor- 
•nuBsnt  claimed  Indomnltyof  Oraat  Britain?  688;  a 


qoeatloB  tha  United  States  OoTemment  has  nothing  to 
do  with,«M;  the  hOaaoari  qoestlon  nsrer  hM  be«n  set- 
tled, 884;  BBder  tba  Boaan  law  was  a  alaT*  any  leas 

property,  becaose  he  was  a  ponoBT  684;  bo  right  t» 
make  oar  hnmanlty  and  letiglMi  the  role  of  other  men^ 
aetlona  within  the  sphere  of  neither,  684;  no  eompro* 
mise  about  thia  daacriptlon  of  peroons  ftirthar  than  tho 
whole  eonstltutton  was  a  eomprootise,  684;  let  no  man 
deign  ever  to  dlscnas  this  qnestton,  S80 ;  this  alare  was 
takM  pnebely  In  tha  saaie  nunner  as  the  hones  aod 
oart,a8& 

Tha  soudtntkn  has  ttothfiy  to  do  wllb  this  matte?, 
68S;  what  la  the  oase  before  nat  686;  OB  vhatprfBdpla 
can  we  be  held  bound  to  iBdemnIfy,  when  the  oOlesr 
ole^y  traoaeended  hla  dutleaf  S86;  the  same  easa  iB 
priadplo  aa  to  allow  tbe  impreeemont  of  aa  Inlsat,  ap- 
praatiee,  or  aerraat,  la  the  Korthem  States,  686. 

Tha  aeoesslty  of  dlaouaalng  the  qoeatloa  hM  ocearred, 
6M;  Is  tboBontbemdttioB  atone  to  be  deprived  that 
wUebb  atOoysdhyaroiycUlssBr  641;  dotbelahaU* 
taati  at  the  Booth  ta<M  XMt  proparty  at  tba  vUl  ^  tba 
VtAM  Btatesr  64T;  sUTery  la  the  abatmet,  «1T;  two 
great  dlTisloas  of  property  la  respect  to  tbelr  natiiras, 
separated  ftom  each  other  by  a  lino  aa  olear  aod  marked 
aa  light  and  darkaeaa,  64S ;  it  Is  an  otU  of  wbloh  tho 
oonstltntloB  has  made  them  tbe  only  Jndgea,  as  by  Ite 
aatua  tbar  to  ba,  «4S;  4o  gentleB«a  of  tbe 

BoQtk  think  wa  cu  sanetloii  an  atlaek  tipoB  thair  ilgbtai 
irtdeh  most  in  Bs  pilDdpla  eodai^  tbalr  own,  6tt; 
gronnds  npon  whldi  tba  ansaadmeBt  Is  laslstad,  648; 
tba  prlBefplereeogalxod  by  fintmer  reports,  KO;  elalma 
npon  which  reports  haTs  been  made,  400 ;  this  the  first 
case  of  the  Und,  650;  fiiree  of  the  oonsUtutlon,  600;  It 
has  been  said,  that  the  exdtement  has  been  nnneoea- 
sartly  raised  by  those  who  hsd  Introdaced  and  anpported 
tha  amendment,  661 ;  the  &ets  are  settled  and  the  amoont 
ofdamagesaseertalned;theoB]yqDeatloaiak  Shall  we  pay 
thadstuutdT661;  to  defend  oar  eogntiyis  too  boaoi^ 
able  amploymeat  to  ba  dtTUad  wlUi  skTostat;  fh* 
first  time  thia  qaestlon  was  stbred,  659;  amendment 
withdrawn  and  renewed,  669;  reasons  fbr  It,  659 ;  aa  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  llkea  tba  case  of  slarea  to  that 
of  apprentices  and  minors,  668 ;  mistake  to  snppoae  this 
sUve  was  taken  as  a  part  of  the  military  force  of  tho 
eovntry,  698 ;  daase  of  the  consUtutlon  reUtiTs  to  pri- 
vate pr^er^,  668;  right  of  pn^er^  In  aa  ^rantka 
and  a  stave  Ideatleal,  6M;  eommlttee  rlaa,  6M. 

AmsndmsDt  moTad,664;  ItlsoMtiaQdadtbstslaras 
are  not  te  be  eoasldored  as  pn^korty  whoa  taken,  or  lost, 
or  Injured  la  the  pnbllo  servioe,  664;  a  qneatjoa  which 
an  attempt  haa  bean  made  te  atlr,  666;  It  la  said  tha 
report  gives  oolor  to  the  denial  of  prt^rty  In  elavea,  665; 
If  alavea  are  proper^,  why  ahatl  they  not  ho  ooaatdered 
aasneh.  666;  wl^davsa  are  property, 665;  raasons ftw 
maUDgG(»Dpensathwlbrlbe^ve,686;  whatlsahowB 
by  tha  pi^ai!^  666;  growid  apon  wbloh  tbo  claim  Is 
fbuaded,  666;  one  ftmfUe  otjeetton  to  admitting  the 
claim,  666;  qoaUty  of  the  act  of  UnptassmoBt  no*  In 
dlacassion  here,  666;  preoedents,  867;  aiguneat  firm 
analogy,  667 ;  right  of  the  maater  In  hla  slaves,  667;  only 
qoeatioa  whether  the  offloer  under  the  exlgeaeiea  of  a 
atato  of  war  aiay  not  tn^reas  the  private  property  of 
tbedtisaQr  66& 
Mabxbli,  Hbmbt,  S^resaiitativ«  fkoo  Kaw  Tok,  608. 

ICAasa,  Wiuuv,  SoBator  tnm.  PaaB.,40T;  on  r^ata  <tf 

theGambailaUni«d.B6a  AsA<te^Td.a 
ICabtut,  WixjJUkJi  D.,  BapraaantatlTe  frwn  Booth  Carolina 

61& 

UAxnxDaia,  Hnxx  0.,  BepressBtattTa  ten  Kav  Tok 
W.  AtsAifs>VTfllli7.a. 
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ICuTUT,  DoDLBY,  Oil  anStors  br  fin  Is  Almmdria,  898;  | 

H«wToik,609.  AHAdM,TOli.T,& 
Man^and  MMWriat,  on  (A«  <te(«     JToMmof  ^^Mr*;— 

MatmuAimttt  XtmoHdt  on  tlU  War  ^ISti.— A«  Indtas, 

JfoMiuAwMtff  JHiOia  Ctaima.— la  the  Honae,  the  bill  to 
oompeiuftte  UaaBMhoMtfai  fbr  oerUht  mUltla  eerrlcea 
dorlnf  thoUU  wwr,  51 ;  proTistoni  of  tbe  report  <tf  the 
infUtur  ootnmittoe,  St;  HrvfcM  of  tha  UaiwduiMttB 
niUtla,61;  Tlewiof  Qm  oommlttM,  U ;  htatorj of  tbo 
tnuHotloM  eooaeeted  with  the  qneatlon,  61 ;  dllhrenoe 
of  opinion  botwoen  tbo  Executive  of  the  State  mnd  of  the 
United  8t«t«s,  5i;  the  qaestlon  which  ulsee  ia  whether 
the  Unltod  BUtee  esc  drmw  the  mllltU  of  ■  8t*te  Into 
public  Mrrioe  without  Us  offloora,  W :  the  oonstltation 
poliitemittha«ovM,n;  rouoB  glTcn,  that  thejr  were 
toba^tribatod  ok  Am  M«eowtflwganfaoBdat|]r,fiai 
totUa  ■  mfflclMit  TMSDit  Ol;  no  ooiiitttiitloul nwr- 
tncj  existed  at  the  time  of  the  oall  wUA  JnattOed  U, 
6S;  If  ftdooIaratloncrf'war]aatUledth«eaninKOiit<rftba 
miUSa,  It  would  be  In  the  powor  of  the  Unltod  8tst«a  to 
Donvert  the  nllftla  at  onoo  Into  a  standing  army,  08 ; 
vhat  did  the  Xxeestlve  of  the  State  do  T  U ;  how  br 
WMW  tbe  United  fitetaaaffaetad  brthe  doeUunof  the 
SzaoitlVa,  U ;  whrt  Uta  Bxaeatin  dtd  do,  W;  tiw 
elalm  aika  relmburaement  fbr  moaej  adraneod  tba 
Btat«  to  IbrnwtaiiooBaaaTTloaa,  or  thoaa  perllmnad 
imdor  tte  aathwftr  oTtba  Btata,  H;  whjrhaa  It  not 
baeiia4]natedrU;aoonatItatioDaldiaeiilt7,M;  otjee- 
tlone,  M;  refrilea,  N;  ftota  eonnocted  with  the  tranaae- 
tiona  of  1814,  AS;  aathoritf  tar  the  demand  of  Oeneral 
Dearborn,  00;  It  la  aald  that  the  oonree  pnrsned  hj  the 
EzootttiT*  Impaired  tbo  phjalcal  fbroe  of  the  United 
8tatM,M;  aJIbot  oCtba  i^aloMatid  H^oCtkaOor- 
Haor,Se;  wbora  la  the  nDQunf ^  br  vUdk  m  8Mb  la 
madavaapooiibtoltartkeo^nloDaaf  ItsoffleanTffT;  who 
la  It  that  danaitda  nlmbanamantf  ST. 

The  aervleaa  upon  which  the  dalm  la  fMinded  were 
not  performed  nnder  the  Conetttntlon  of  the  United 
Statoa,  BT ;  wbare  waa  the  neceaaltr  fbr  the  detail  of  a 
H^for-OeneralT  66;  the  militia  of  Bfanaohusetta  were 
oalled  out  to  deftud  their  own  frontier,  68;  example  of 
jMdtnfftkoadqnottaof  mllltU7niik,88;  ltlaHtd,aU 
the  ngnlar  troop*  of  Maaaaahuetti  ware  laanbad  to  the 
BWtheia  ilnmtlar,  0>;  it  U  aakod,  whm  b  tb«  power  of 
tha  Ooramor  to  ttinnt  Umaalf  batweea  Oia  phyaical 
powarof  theBtatoaodthatof  the  Oeaeral  OovammentT 
69 ;  an  excnae  could  be  (bund  tor  the  Ooremor  If  he  had 
acted  nnknowlnglj,  89;  uanraneee  i^ren  to  the  Oot- 
omor,  69 ;  If  Maaaachnaetta  had  aeted  aa  the  exigenolea 
of  the  ease  demaodod  of  her,  the  remune radon  wonld 
have  boen  ftrndy  vvtad.  60 ;  what  waa  onr  dtnatl<Hi  when 
Haaaaehnaetta  ttun^t  lit  to  roalat  Ih*  nthority  of  the 
Qaneral  aoTcnment,  M ;  Am  q>e«ch  of  Gonmor  Strong 
to  tbo  LagleUbm  of  Haaiaehnaatts,  61 ;  areitthaMm- 
mlttea,  with  all  th*  Ihota  ataring  them  in  the  ftoa,  aaj 
that  Maanehuaetta  la  entitled  to  the  allowaMa  of  thla 
alalni,61;  shall  we  pajeUlnu  becaoee  Maaaachnaetta 
wOl  be  daHftal  hereafter  1  tl ;  the  Hartford  Oonrentlou, 
n ;  it  la  aaid,  that  tho  good  people  oogfat  sot  to  be 
mulcted  lot  the  oondnot  of  their  offleara,  ;  lat  Waaia 
dnaatta  haraaltor  mak«  oommoD  eanao  la  the  Mteoa 
at  ma  republlcaa  laaUtntloiia,  and  no  AfleslUaa  cao 
affae  In  the  |iaymeot  of  bar  tm^a,  61. 

The  claim  raialta  fMm  the  redproed  ilgbta  and  datlea 
oonoeded  to  the  Statea,  and  guaranteed  bjr  the  General 
GoTemment  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  oonstl- 
tatlon,  119 ;  oonatractlon  of  the  powers  <tf  the  Govem- 
n«tt  over  the  militia,  who  are  la  oflbot  the  people  of 


the  Statea,  119 ;  beftire  any  actaal  InTaalon  the  Oofg^ 
BMDt  Of  MaaaacbBaatti  had  praetieaDj  abaadaaad  a* 
•Onulva  eoutitalioiMl  doetrinoa,  lU;  lliiiiwiiifc  » 
«nlMd,iai^lU;  detalla  of  tho  praeaadtaip  fin  Ibna- 
diiiaatta,  1»;  prorUoBsttf  the  UU  wader  fleaManUal, 
1S8 ;  this  claim  ihonld  be  allowed  beeano  it  to  Ja^ 
itaelC  and  beoauae  eimllaj  claims  hare  bc«  allow  wj. 
138;  the  bill  is  firanded  on  theae  principles  nd  tbsaa 
precedents,  128;  what  are  tiie  ot|}aotiona  niged  agsimt 
ttrU8;  brpaaalBgthabUljnaonsdoBbtedlrq^vaontf 
tita  inlUtta  aarrleaa  IbrwUdi  it  makaa  p^MMtUi; 
prooeadliiga  of  tho  Bzarattre  of  MMaachntta.  m;  H 
la  to  be.remwnbered  that  by  the  ooaatltaUoa  the  Pnri- 
dent  baa  no  power  to  call  fteth  the  mUltla  in  nnj  event 
wbaterer,  184 ;  the  power  of  Oongreaa  to  prwrMa  ftt 
calling  forth  the  mlUtU  ia  a  oompleto  power.  1M;  tt  la 
aald  that  no  offlcerof  tlio  mlHtla  la  to  be  eonuoMdad  bf 
an  Inferior  ol&eer  of  the  army  of  tho  Unilod  Statea,  at; 
Maeucbuaetts  waa  eompellod  to  defend  hawalt  US;  bat 
MM  laatanee  ia  wUeh  nay  want  cf  praa^Mtada  ia 
pelUng  the  anamr  haa  bsen  tmnd  la  tha  rawdart  af 
Ibaaaehaaetta,  U6;  there  waseMtoert  and  arraageaaaat 
between  the  offloera  of  the  General  and  Stale  Gwm- 
aanta  In  their  exertions  to  defend  the  aoll,  189 ;  aetka 
of  the  OoTcmment  of  Masaachnaetts  bImm  the  war  in 
renonntiag  thoae  arroneoDS  doctrlnea,  ISI ;  the  prtadplm 
of  this  UU  are  moat  lafb  Ibr  dw  national  treaanr,  IM; 
■11  th»  airora  af  Uaaaaehiiaatts  havo  bera  paitinjad  fm 
•ombre  aoten,  whlla  bar  marita  ban  baea  paMl  ia 
allanea,lM;  Halaa  hM  baea  ttte  firm  and  aBdnla^ 
aapportn  of  the  eonntir,  Itt.  Sm  Tndm,  voL  & 
Maxwell,  Lcwn,  EopreaeotatlTe  from  Ttrginln,  61 SL 
Hatwakd,  Johs,  RqtresenUtlTa  from  New  ToA,  ML 
UoCor,  William,  on  aoflbrera  hy  fire  In  Alau»lila,lE6; 
on  J>eaf  and  Dnmb  Aaylama,  408 ;  <a  the  Tncnbay*  ria- 
alM,481;  Bapreaentatfra  ftom  TligiiOa,  CIO ;  aaSeT»- 
latloaafT'  I^ad  Wamata,  689 ;  <m  tho  caaa  of  Harfgaj' 
ITAntaHTa,  88T.  Aaa  JMsa^  toIs.  4,  B,  6,  T,  a 
ViiDmtE,  GaoaoB,  on  Booth  Amerleao  rdatfons,  7J;  nb. 
tlT«  to  an  amendment  to  the  eonatitntlan,  ?i;  31 ;  «■ 
the  Panama  mission,  S18 ;  on  free  n^roca  in  the  Tlialilil 
of  Colvmbia,  896;  on  the  safftarlng  Qiwefca,  ai4;  «a 
Blaverr  In  the  District  trfCoInmbla,  415;  on  the  British 
Colonial  Tnde,  468;  B^resentatlTe  from  Soath  Ctaio- 
Una,  610 ;  on  tha  B«ik  of  th«  United  Blalaa,  CU;  aa 
TObraBdunaat,  6a&  iSsa  Atfsai^  nrisi  7,  & 
UoBattoi^  Bonn,  m  daaaaaa  of  Jamea  Ateaoi^  Sit ;  aa 
ft  Vo6t«maniof7,8B9;  HepraaeatatlTaftwa  gualailj, 
610. 

MolLTAim,  JoeBFB.  decease  a(  96S.  iSm  Ind4m,  nta.  t,  ft, 

HolNTiWi  Rirm,  KapreaaiilatlTo  tma  iS»^  tn. 

ICoKn,  JoHK,  BepreaentaUn flftm  Alabama,  iUL  AaJ^ 

(f««%  ToL  8. 

McKkait,  SunFai,BapraaBBtaUT«fl«BaPaiiB.6ilL  Smi^ 

dtoB,  Tola.  7, 8. 

HeKiirLBf,  ^  en  Uia  powers  «f  tha  Tleo  PraaMoBt,M; 

on  Intmal  ImprvTament,  OM;  oa  Oa  giadBaBwi  af 
the  price  of  pnblte  land,  519l 

UcLamb,  Lotm,  reports  an  appropriation  tw  tha  Paaaaia 
mission,  48 ;  on  the  Panama  mlaalon,  tl ;  on  tb«  Ckwak 
Treaty,  843;  on  dntles  oa  wool  and  wooUana, 897;  m 
the  CulonlsadoD  Soetety,  488;  on  Headed  (Um,4«; 
Saaator  fhnn  Datawara^  467;  oa  tha  powers  of  the  XU* 
Preatdeat,  SOT;  on  Oa  daima  of  Soath  Oat«Baa,M; 
on  ft  grant  of  land  to  Kaayoa  OoUagCk  888;  mm  Oa 
French  OrioBlal  trade,  (M&  «m  Mas;  Tola.  <,t,fl. 

ICcLbav,  'Wiluam,  on  the  emigration  of  Indian^  SIS;  sa 
the  Chickasaw  and  CboeUw  Indiana,  410;  Bapriatata 
tire  ftam  Ohio,  610;  reports  a  bill  rebtlTe  to  tha  f  urn  nal 
of  the  Indians,  680.  As  htiem,  roL  8L 

Mtadft  (Strim  muUr  tiU  Xlorida  3V«a%.— Ia  tta 
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«  Ult  maklDf  pioTWoa  A>r  tiu  p^maat  of  nnitor 
dating  0MiiM»»d,4M;  umiKUMiitiiwnd,4M;  objMt 
to  omU  •  triboDsl  tot  rach  cbdmi  as  itom  in  com*- 
Qunee  of  th«  non-ftilfllmeDt  ^  the  tmtjr  wtth  Spain  In 
1810, 4M ;  the  Bonae  ougbt  not,  at  tlio  dose  of  th«  seoBfoD, 
to  be  oaIl«d  apon  to  legColata  upon  thU  claas  of  dalma, 
443 ;  tUi  claim  of  a  aacnd  ebancter,  445 ;  Inclndod 
In  Ui«  proTlilona  of  tba  titmtj  of  oCMion,  446;  bets  n- 
q^oetlng  th«  olaitn,  446;  la  this  iQonniaeiit  UaUs  to 
Buik*  (ood  eWna  on  Spain,  oat  of  other  Itmda  than  tha 
fiwamilonaaiBbnMd  In  tha  tiM^t  446;  flwaqnln' 
lent  for  thaae  dslma  has  already  bew  raoalvad,  449; 
oonne  paranod  bjr  Heade  on  the  condoaloD  ot  the  tieaty, 
440 ;  the  objection  of  the  OommlailoneR  Tested  in  points 
vhdlr  dUtlnot  from  the  testimony,  44C;  It  Is  a  elaUa 
that  bad  been  preaeBted  prior  to  the  date  of  the  treatj, 
and  allowed  tj  the  olSoen  of  the  Spanish  SoTemment, 
44T;  Teasonswhj'wsanbonnd  to  paj  tUs  (Mm,  448 ; 
the  dieamBtaacM  of  the  case  are  most  extraordinary, 
448;  tetB,44B;  If  the  OoranntMit  ores  Ok  moiwri  U 
oogUtobe  piail,4tf;  nasoH  In  ftror  of  the  aaMiKl- 
niant,44t;  drcnmstanoaa  of  the  caae,  449 ;  the  delay  at- 
tending the  dalms  of  pnbllo  eredltora,  400 ;  the  claim  Is 
embraeed  Id  the  tnUy,  400;  If  the  ftind  la  dbtribnted, 
to  the  ezdodon  of  Ur.  Heade,  shall  he  lose  his  debt  t 
400;  amendment  an>olntln(tbiMandltorB of  the Treas- 
my  toezamlne  the  erldaoee,  adopted,  4S0;  thannfltneas 
or  Ooograes  to  boeMUo  n  Jndge  la  tfcft  eaaa  of  prirate 
ekima,4B0;  bill  ordered  to  be  angroaeed,  4U. 

JMOarrantan  2>«  A.— fiss  Jiidsai^  toL  1 

JKMiftsn  4^CiMSffreSi;  oppoMniMfa  i^,—8m  Adsa^  toL  & 

Vnon,  Chaum  F.,  on  the  Hew  Greek  Tteaty,MB;  on 
land  claims  la  Ohio,  8T4 ;  on  the  Liberia  agenoy,  441 ; 
B^naentaUvo  Inm  YirglolB,  910;  nlattre  to  c^tnred 
Afrlaaaa,M8.  ^iadsai,  toL& 

ICxxwm,  Oauran,  KepiassnlaMTO  from  Oommecticot,  flW. 
St4lntUa»,ji)l  a. 

Mtmag*  tm  Kew  Ctoek  TntlTi  SM;  at  •eenid  asarion 
of  IDth  CongTeaa,SM;  with  a  letter  from  the  Creek  In- 
dians, SB9;  at  the  first  aesalonoftheSOtb  Congress,  467; 
reUtlre  to  the  Georgia  boundary  line,  878. 

Xrcamv,  Thomas,  on  decease  of  Bobert  P.  Henry,  819; 
KeproaentBtlTo  from  Kentaclcy,  fftO.  iSm  Indt^ 
Tds.  6, 7,  a. 

MdUgatt,  Oanat  1m,  OS  Urrtiory       Sesotatlon  rekUre 

to,  considered,  t3&. 
jrUttopy  Aeaa»mr  wul  Aoad»miM.—8H  Imdm,  ftda  % 

B.7. 

MiUUsry  JtoacU.-»e  Ind^m^  toL  7. 

JtUUia  Oovrts  MarUak—la  the  House,  an  amendment  to  a 
resolution  moved,  607;  object  of  the  resolntlon,  why 
ealt  for  the  copy  of  a  paper  which  noTer  did  exist?  667; 
ottJeetoTtba  tail,  607;  ImpoaalbU  to  dbgnlaa  the  ten- 
dency of  tUsmorement,  608;  lalltndeofnmaAltglves 
the  Secretary,  upon  what  may  be  Iband  en  record  in  the 
departnaent,  608 ;  implication  of  Uadlson,  653 ;  nothing 
but  the  truth  wanted,  6B9;  otiject  to  obtain  informatlou 
KSpectlDg  the  detachment  of  mtlltia,  of  which  the  six 
mtlidamen,  exeented  at  Uoblle,  were  a  part,  6W;  the 
HoQseooght  not  toactln tbisti]atterKtaU,6S9;  manner 
of  rsasoDing  in  the  House,  600;  a  sntt)ect  ct  snch  Im- 
portance oo^t  not  to  b«  anotberod,  or  nipped  In  &a 
bod,  661  i  the  part  of  ths  naohitlon  proposed  to  be 
striokan  ont|  669;  tba  whole  Information  and  eorre- 
^Mndenee  wanted,  S6B:  ahsll  this  Information  be  laid 
before  the  Hoose,  and  the  public  be  enabled  to  know 
the  troth  as  it  Is  ?  MS ;  the  question  whether  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  mllltlameB  waa  legal  or  not,  is  one  on 
which  much  anxiety  pnTaIla,66S;  tbe  Taaelattons^  668 ; 
adopted,  668. 


HiUJta,  Savibl  BL,  BapwaanlatlTe  from  PoBDsylranla,  601; 

AtA(lM^Tda.7.8. 
Ibiu,  Swab     on  tbo  Tnm  pntdias^  Ilfi  As  iMaa^ 

ToLS. 

HiKXK,  CnAKUS,  on  free  negroes  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, B04;  on  ftae  negroea  in  the  Distriot  of  Colombia, 
867;  on  a  caad  In  Hllnds,  460;  on  snfl^ra  by  lire  la 
Alexandria,  888 ;  Bq«eaentatlTe  f^mn  FeaosylTaaia,  606. 

Jflnt,  JWoNMiMat  «^-dM  AdM^  Tola.  1.  S. 

JOnmtf Jh!pnfMMh--<iM  JtuiMB,  ToL  4. 

JBsaiis^grf  AosfV  >M  «M<0uNef»  q^-^  Mmv  & 

JMasiss(j^«nl&— 0ImJMs«,toL&  Tirraeiy.r^X*- 
^  ToL  4,  TmfUoHu.  ■ 

JnsMwK-^SssAdsa),  Tola.  4,  S,  6, 7. 

MiTCKxix,  Jamb  C,  on  an  ameadment  to  the  ouastltaUoB, 
48;  BeprcaentattTO  fhwi  Tennessee,  610;  on  Totnndf 
meat,  6S6-68tL  As  .Aidwv  toIs.  7.  8l 

UmmLL,  Joav,  HapraaantatlTa  froa  PanaaylToila,  lOlk 

UmmLi,  TsMua  S.,  «i  an  amandment  to  the  oooatt- 
tntlon,  86;  on  <kitlea  cm  wool  sad  wocUens,  401 ;  Eep- 
reeentatlTO  from  South  Carolina,  610;  on  tba  oosrt 
transportation  of  slaTee,  6B4 ;  on  the  ease  <rf  Ibaigaj 
D'Aut•riT^tta  As  7iMf«ai,  ToL  & 

Monroe  I>octnns.—ChUed  SiaUt  and  SotUh  AtMriea,  rs- 
latttm  Mteesn.— In  the  UoQSs,aresolatlon  Instracting 
thaOommlttaeooForetgaBelatloas  to  inquire  and  report 
on  wbat  Batborftyoar  mfarister  to  Hexloo  stated  Uut 
tbe  Ualted  Btatas  boTo  ^cdged  flmnaelTee,  te,  em- 
aldned,48;  cxpIanatieD  of  the  naohitlon,  48;  statement 
ta  the  American  mlnlstor  at  Mexleo,  49 ;  It  Is  ssld  thla 
dedsratlon  is  an  sssaranoe  of  the  Cabinet  here,  49 ;  If  so, 
it  should  be  known,  49;  the  only  known  authority  la  the 
assertion  of  President  Uonroe,  49 ;  the  committee  nn- 
i^Ie  to  glTO  any  Infonnatlon,  49;  declarations  made  la 
obedience  to  lostruetlona  of  tbe  OoTarnment,  49;  the 
aatborlty  ta  tbe  PraaUeat  of  tbe  UMted  Statea,  49;  tbia 
mnld  be  the  teaalt  <rf  tbe  Inqnliy,  49l 

The  motion  of  an  eitraerdlnary  obatacter,  49 ;  oMaaba 
of  the  remariES  the  Minister,  49 ;  to  tbe  object  of  tbe 
resolatloB  to  And  out  If  such  tnstrnctioas  had  been 
given  r  49 ;  the  object  U  to  direct  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  people  to  the  question  whether  sny  such 
pledge  had  b«eD  authorised  by  our  QoTemment,  60;  the 
avowal  of  tbe  pledge  to  tbe  Hexlean  Ooremment  ta  well 
onlaalatod  to  alann  tbe  ftars  and  Jealonay  of  the  people, 
09;  sader  wbat  eiranaataneaa  waa  the  pledge  arowed, 
ead  wbat  was  tbe  lehOlTe  sitiiatlon  of  the  two  eoaatriea  ? 
00 ;  If  Mexhw  graats  no  priTllegcs  In  conseqnenee  of  tbis 
dedaratfon  shoalA  we  not  be  bound  In  honor  aiid  good 
fUthtocarry  It  Into  effect?  60;  thto  knowledge aU4m* 
portant,00;  ths  pledge  can  mean  nothing  more  than  ths 
declaration  of  the  Uonroe  dootrfae,  AO. 

Ameadaaeat  <Aied,6S;  aceqitad,  99;  Ugbly  a^ett- 
ent  that  tbs  flwts  of  tbls  case  sboald  be  known,  61; 
nothing  so  Tery  alarming  vnleas  It  be  eoaaldersd  as  pre- 
paring the  way  for  a  ftitnre  war,  99 ;  It  might  be  aseriona 
question  of  Inquiry  how  fsr  we  ought  to  tske  tbe  ground 
intimated  by  Mr.  Monroe,  if  all  the  European  Oaram- 
ments  ahoold  InTade  tba  Bonth  Amerioau  States,  98; 
amendment  offbred  to  call  upon  flie  Preddeat  for  the 
hifonnatlon,  98 ;  Important  to  know  whether  tbe  ceon- 
tif  doaa  <v does  not  ataad  pledged  la  tbls  inaBiMr,6k; 
^irtiBtlBliHnatSoBWllIaeaU  nUwpraUent  glTOf  68; 
otdMtlitoeafc  wbetber  tbe  Minister  bad  aathnf^ftir 
tbalaBgu«abana>d,98;  better  to  go  to  the  pltb  ef  tbe 
thing,  64 ;  amendment  to  the  last  amendment  offsred,  64; 
It  dellsats  the  end  In  Tiew,  61 ;  the  reply  of  the  Secretary 
of  Stato  to  tbe  Minister  In  Mexico  may  not  answer  our 
Inqniry,  64;  let  both  proposttlons  stand,  06;  Mr.  Poin- 
sett wonU  not  boTe  need  snob  langnage  without  tba 
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anUMrftj  of  tb«  OoremtiMot,  <S ;  cxtnet  fmm  a  Istter 
of  Ur.  Clsj,  60;  remark*  upon  It,  65;  ertdcnt  no  uaeh 
pledge  has  beea  giren  ta  mMny  kappuae,  A6 ;  dKonuUB- 
OM  at  the  tim«  tb«  declaration  of  Mr.  Uonroe  was  nude, 
M;  what  will  the  people  of  the  United  Stat«s  eaj  to  the 
language  of  Ibe  atUod  aoverelgiu,  H ;  the  Prealdont  Is  the 
pnper  Boarce  tor  tho  InfonnaUon  umght,  <T. 

Ajpeet  of  tta*  question  before  the  HoqpOi  47;  import 
of  the  laipuge  naed  bjr  Ur.  PoUuott,  87 ;  reftn  to  the 
mimagt  of  Prcrident  Moni!O0,CT ;  <d{fMtof  tbeea]l,S7; 
the  present  motion  regretted,  as  U  mar  Implj  a  oenmre 
osan  officer  of  the  Qovernmont  abroad  where  no  oensore 
wa*  Intended.  6S;  eabatance  of  the  deolaratlun  of  Hon- 
roe,  68 ;  the  Executive  must,  on  proper  occaslona,  ex- 
press the  views  and  wishes  of  tho  Qovemment,  68 ;  the 
belief  of  Mitliorltjr  on  the  part  uf  our  Minister  to  make 
that  deelantloB  rests  upon  the  unlflnm  poUcj  of  the  Ex- 
Motive  bitaeli  of  this  Ooverainent  tar  sevenl  montha 
pMt,n;  ooarssef  Mr.P(rinBett,W;  leUeroftbeBeore* 
taij  Important,  6S ;  evldenee  In  the  docnmenla  befbre 
BS  that  onr  Minister  waa  not  mistaken  In  the  potley  of 
the  Ooverninent,  60 ;  letter  of  Mr.  Salazar,  60 ;  the  great 
danger  of  the  mission  to  Fsoame  Is  that  our  Qovem- 
ment will  puiaue  this  pollqr,  60 ;  this  country  has  bad 
snilictent  experienee  of  tho  danger  of  entangUug  allian- 
em,  V> ;  too  tot«  to  make  otjMtloos  to  the  declarations 
Uoonw,  70 ;  tltno  when  the  dodantkm  wu  made^  10 ; 
no  pMga  to  mj  Government  or  to  aaj  nation,  71 ;  whjr 
la  this  Mtd  to  be  the  pollcj  of  the  lost  three  months  In- 
stead of  the  last  three  years  f  Tl ;  Mr.  Poinsett  has  given 
BO  anoh  pledge  as  is  statod,  TI ;  what  can  the  President 
do  ?  71 ;  the  Inqnbjr  shuuld  cover  the  wbde  ground,  Ti ; 
•mondmcnt  Bwdtfied,  71 ;  the  dedanOon  does  not  pledge 
no  to  anybody,  hot  It  waa  mad*  undnr  a  aanae  (rf  onr 
rl^Lta  and  that  othen  sbouU  nmember  th«n,  7i ;  the 
pladgo  of  Mr.  Monroe  should  be  raeogclwd  and  adhered 
to,  n ;  the  qneatlon  la,  whether  the  Inqnlry  ahdl  go  to 
the  Committee  of  tbe  House  or  to  the  President,  78 ; 
where  la  tbe  power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  give 
any  such  pledge  T  78 ;  say  to  these  Oovemments  that  be- 
yond a  declaration  tbe  Executive  has  no  right  to  go,  78 ; 
It  may  be  a  very  proper  ocoaslon  fiir  this  Uonse  to  ex- 
press its  views  oa  the  posture  itf  tbe  eonntry  In  relation 
to  both  eontlnents,  78 ;  If  any  sneh  pledge  has  been  given 
hr  tite  preaent  Ezoentlvo,  il  Is  oontraiy  to  Ua  vary  last 
■at  la  rotation  to  tbe  Bontb  Amerfoai  BepoUIes,  H; 
why  goto  tbe  president  f  74 ;  the  Secretary  of  State  usee 
tba  aamo  language,  74 ;  how  often  have  we  been  told  that 
the  mere  report  ot  a  branch  of  the  Exeentlve  Depart- 
ment bound  this  Honse  f 

Tbe  real  point  of  Inquiry  waa  by  what  aathority  oui 
ICUdater  had  made  this  deelsratlon,  7S;  tho  committee 
have  no  report  to  make,  76;  the  only  conatltotlonal  way 
to  give  a  pledge  la  1^  tiea^,  71;  we  ask  If  a  eoDsUta- 
ttonal  pledge  has  baea  given,  and  tho  only  anawar  t%  No  I 
7<;  tba  resolaUoa  as  anoMidod,  T«;  adopted,  T& 
Panama  MUdon,  and  ««« IiuUm,  vol  8. 

IConoi,  JiMtB,  accounU  In  the  House,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe,  considered,  8S0;  objactlona  to 
Items  ofthe  bill,  SUitnteiortstniok  oat,  SW;aotionto 
strike  oot  the  som  appropriated,  aSO;  aervlesa  of  Hon* 
toe,  S50;  stato  of  tbe  aegoUatioi  with  Fianoo  on  hU 
arrival  there,  800 ;  mode  ofapplloatton  to  the  First  Con- 
sal,  360 ;  result  of  thU  appU<>^on,801 ;  tbe  aeqalsiUun  of 
Lonislank  S61 ;  motloa  to  strike  ont  loet,S61;  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  disagreed  to,  93S.  SetlndM,  Yol.  8. 

lIooBB,  Tbomju  y.,  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ST ; 
on  the  canal  round  Muscle  Shoals,  4SS;  Beprasantativo 
from  Kentucky,  610.  Stt  JwUa,  voL  7. 

Uoom,  Oabbibl  Pi,  BapnatntatlTO  Aom  Alabama,  610. 
^/iid«^v«L  7. 


JGNMlsd  ZVwyM.— Aa  JMlsa^ToK. 


IT 

JfaturaUaaUan  Late«.—SM  Indt^  vote.  1.2,4. 
Saml  JttlailUAmeni,  gradual  inpr«**m^  4^ — In  the 
Senate,  a  Mil  to  provide  for  ttM  gndnallBcreaaa  «r  Ihe 
Navy,  emsidered,  8S4 ;  policy  of  setting  ^Mrt  a  fbnd  fcr 
the  Improvement  of  the  Navy  has  betm  estabUabed  kr 
eleven  years,  804 ;  the  amount  of  apprt^riatlon  haa  va- 
ried but  tho  principle  has  been  held  saemd,  8H;  eariy 
views  req»eetlng  the  Navy,  821;  ^nlona  at  the  cob- 
mencementitf  the  lato  war,  S2S;  shown  that  a  uvt  wm 
the  oheopest  and  safoat  defonoe  of  the  «onn  try,  SIS ;  anb- 
Jeot  of  Docks,  896 ;  azpensa  of  eoqatncfion,  m  ;  tho 
oontamidated  Improramenta  at  Kavy  Tarda,  ML 

2fmal  .loadsmjr.— AdvaatagM  of  edaeatlM,  8>7 ;  asow  C 
doubt  if  naval  men  require  theoe  advantagea,  Kt ;  «IM 
of  elevating  tbe  charaotera  and  Improving  the  ntlndi  af 
offloers,  827 ;  examples  of  Perry,  Decatur,  and  tho  ctew 
of  tbe  Adonl^8]i7i  ottjeotof  the  Naval  Acadeny,  SB; 
pkm  of  lnstnumoB,828;dotaIlaof  thaq9iopriatlna,ai; 
la  It  expedient  fax  the  Tidted  Btatca  to  utaUUt  s  3Sa*d 
Aoadomy  f  ttO ;  It  may  be  aid  that  tho  Nsvy  ia  n  nanl 
school,  880;  the  day  U  ooming  when  the  Unltod  Stntaa 
will  be  obl^ed  to  dispute  for  the  supremacy  of  tbo  nnssa. 
880 ;  resemblsnce  of  the  bill  to  tho  Alkonn,  SM;  this  is  ' 
not  snfflciently  understood,  SSO;  sonrco  of  i^Juy  la 
heaving  vcttels  down,  S81 ;  able  and  car^l  [a 
which  the  bill  haa  bean  drawn,  881 ;  reaaooa  for  jiasriiin, 
tho  bin  aa  It  Is,  881 ;  an  academy  aa  mneh  roqnlred  tola 
attached  to  tho  2Tavy  as  to  the  Army^  881 ;  oar  slater 
mea  have  come  back  to  tho  naval  poUcyof  John  Iflsaa. 
889;  the  portion  relating  to  an  academy  shoold  be  soock 
out,  888 ;  not  a  new  prapoaUIon,  883 ;  probable  coataTtha 
establishment,  883;  not  sappDacd  the  aehooi  wooU  ba 
expensive,  838. 

Moved  to  strike  ont  the  sectlona  relatUig  to  a  naval 
academy,  888;  moot  Insuperable  ol^jecUons  to  this  pn^ 
Ject,  fonnded  not  only  on  Uiaoretleal  veenlaaaaa.  bat 
upon  practical  experience,  888 ;  vlowa  lelntlv*  to  tta 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  888;  to  what  bat  ex- 
perience and  hctscan  the  question  be  referred?  881; 
names  of  distinguished  men  not  learned  In  a  mllltaiy 
academy,  881 ;  who  goes  to  this  Inadtntion?  SM;  vbs 
from  tbem  goes  into  the  army  ?  881 ;  why  carry  milltsry 
education  beyond  the  necessity  for  Its  application,  nalcaa 
It  waa  Intended  to  make  onr  cltlxens  all  soldlcnl  SSS; 
En^and  haa  never  eataUlsbed  a  naval  academy,  885; 
where  were  onr  eminent  offloors  educated  T  X35 ;  Uw  ca- 
tabUshment  would  be  Oltedby  sons  of  rich  men,  898;  m 
man  could  be  made  a  good  aeaman  at  aa  academy,  881; 
the  endeavor  to  establish  a  naval  academy  likdy  to  Jea^ 
ardlse  the  safety  of  the  essential  prindtJes  upoa  vhidk 
the  Navy  Li  founded,  88T ;  It  Is  asked  If  the  evonts  of  tba 
late  war  do  not  show  a  military,  academy  to  be  Bsdeai, 
867 ;  It  is  said  that  tbe  so  as  of  rich  men  alMM  wwtto  tba 
mllltaiy  academy,  887;  error  is  remarks  rdatlva  to  cer- 
tain naval  officers,  88S ;  does  it  follow  that  edaeatla*  la 
of  no  utIUtr  beeaoae  some  men  have  raised  themaelvoa 
hy  the  fores  of  natnnl  genlos,  SSS ;  the  Ull  pfconfbea  { 
who  shall  go  to  tbe  naval  school,  880 ;  if  the  Uutltatieo 
Is  governed  like  that  at  Weat  Point  It  will  be  no  place  «f 
amusement,  880 ;  answer  to  rapUes  to  ot^ectlon^  W,  iM 
this  aeadsmy  wanted  at  this  time!  841;  have  oar  naval 
offloen  ever  shown  a  want  ^  aoleiwe  In  the  knovledga 
of  their  proftoaionT  81 1 ;  aaeedoto  of  Un.  Ttyna,*!!; 
ozampleof  Sn(Und,S41;  further  debate, 861;  ttwaan 
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defiolSMT  of  olBoMi  thrt  wofgrnM  Um  Um  of  %  Nml 

In  tbe  Hmm,  motion  to  itrlko  ont  tlM  unl  flind,  car- 
Tl«d.49B;  UU  puMd.Mt  Am  .AmIm^  nU.  1,  ^  fl;  4t  <k 

JVavdl  ZSrpIoti*.— iSm  A<f«<i,  vol  T. 
Jfaeal  PmHon  Fund,— St*  IiuUa,  toI.  T. 
JTaiiat  SohooL—SM  yawl  XitabUtkmml,  ud  /iMtaiv 
T0L8. 

JFaHgatton  Lavit. — S*4  Ind^K,  toL  1 
Jiraify  rord  of  PkOadUphta,  debate  rcUtire  ti^ 
JFtgnet  Fi^  ozportatlan  of;  to  libeiU,  ntdntton  orndd- 
•nd,8TA 

Jf6ffro4t  Fr*»  In  Ou  DMrM  <^  CW««Z><a.— In  aeHonse, 

%  TMolntloti  of  Inqnli;  rcJatlTo  to  tbe  ImpriMiunent 
■nd  nlfl  of  peTsons  of  color,  eonridered,  SH ;  the 
caae  of  UDbert  Hortnn,  SS9 ;  an  old  Uw  Uatrlaod, 
802;  DDoonstltctlnnal,  S59 ;  Ita  oonUnaaiiM  In  this  Di>- 
trlflt  ImpoUUe,  8BS;  It  Is  nqjoat,  808;  wb^  urge  an  in- 
qnliT'  OB  %  rabilMt  of  thto  peenllsr  duneter,  whtdi 
wonU  load  onlj  to  Inltatind  pdnftal,  and  nade*  dl»- 
enialontSSt;  as  extraordiiiaiT  doetrlne  that  the  Qov- 
emoT  cf  one  StAte  mar  rlghtflUlr  be  called  on  to  protect 
dtlient  of  that  State  whan  In  other  Stataa,  8B8 ;  no  eort 
of  neMeilt7  fin-  reference  to  a  eommlttee,  SM ;  motion 
to  U7  oa  the  table  lott,  854 ;  the  law  probably  In  fbree 
In  the  IHatrict,8S<;  amendment  moved,  8ES;  lav  fbr 
the  aalo  of  mnawaja  for  prison  fees,  SOS;  Its  history, 
Wt;  oowH  pnpoMd  bf  the  i«oobitlo&  la  nanal  and 
proper,  SOB;  the  reeolatloa  merely  one  of  Inqnlrjr,  800; 
no  opposition  to  the  reeolntlon,  SOt ;  otjeotloa  to  the 
reEolatloo,  8M ;  the  proposed  Inqnlry  oo^t  to  be  Instl- 
toted  00  prineiptee  of  the  most  obrlons  Jnatlee,  806 ;  we 
have  the  same  control  here  that  the  States  have  within 
their  Jarlsdlotlon,  8ST;  the  Federal  prisons  and  their 
keepers  era  exteudvelr  need  for  carrying  on  the  do- 
mostle  slave  trade, SOT;  resolution  of  ICr.  Bandolph  tn 
lUfl^  SST;  aaoh  ststanMnla  may  lead  to  enonMua  tn- 
presslone  elsewhere,  868;  the  tana  of  the  resolntioo  and 
the  aeoompanyinf  remarks  ealonUted  to  prodnoe  es- 
dtement,  808;  if  sneh  a  law  Is  In  operation,  every  one 
would  sgree  that  It  ought  to  be  repealed, 800;  reeola- 
tloa carried,  809;  report  of  committee,  wlthahlUi  875. 

JVivroes^  Hdnappinff  {^.—Stt  Indtea,  voL  8. 

ir^utrai  BtlatiOfU.—3M  Indta,  vols  8,  4,  fi,  8^  T. 

JTeu  JTearfeo  and  lO—owri,  inland  irodO  b«UD*en.—8et  In- 
(feasToL& 

jr<w  OrUamM,  d^fmet  9!— iSw  Atfi^  toL  8L 
ITiWTOK,  Tboiuc,  Bepossntatlve  fiom  Tliglnli^  W;  ad- 
mlnlatera  the  oath  to  the  Speaker,  810,  £m  A4faK^  voh. 

JSiagara  8i^f^trt.SM  I»d«e,  vola.  5-8. 

SoXL^  Jaub,  oa  the  mad  In  Michigan,  SS8 ;  on  the  grad- 
ual Improvement  of  the  Navy,  88S;  Senator  from  In- 
diana, MT;  on  school  lands  In  Indiana,  418;  on  the 
dsMaaa  of  Oenetat  Brown,  888 ;  on  tiie  appraprift> 
tton  for  the  rlsltor*  at  West  Point,  688;  on  Intennl  Im- 
provement, OIT ;  (U  the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Urs,  Brown, 
690.  A« /n<f  sas  vols.  5,  «,  T,  & 

yon-Eb^M»iatton  in  foretgn  bottom*— Bi*  AdtB,  toL  4. 

Jfon-Jmporlatt<m,—S»4  IneUtt,  vols.  8,  t, 

Jfim-/i)Xercowrs«.— iSse  JnUrccurie. 

Xi»-Btta^nW  Zand  bt  ^pfcuMos:— In  the  House,  a  bill 
reUUfe  to,  oouldered,  SH;  thU  Uw  wlU  derange  the 
wh<do  ramu  system  of  AAansa^  804;  and  tmmaa* 
tbo  whola  tax  on  non^ealdents'  landa,  854;  th«  law  of 
Arkansas,  S54;  festnrea  of  this  tdU,  S64;  other  o^ee* 
Hons,  2S6;  postponement  moved  and  lost,  885;  UB  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  SOOk 

JMAer»  3(nmdarf  umdtr  A«  IVm^t  4^  OhmiL—BH 
Mra,ToL8. 
Toi^IZ.— 49 


JTorO-  rest  Oxut,  tiplmraMon  itf.—St*  Ind*K,  vols.  T,  8L 
HtroxOLin,  WizxuK  T.,  BeprMsntattn  from  Booth  Ou*> 
)las,8ia 


O 

Oakut,  Tsoxas     Bepresentatlva  from  New  Toik,  80tL 
Oa<A«.-A«  Ind^  vol  1. 

03Bm,  JckmitAB,  Beprweatatlv  from  lUna,  H8; 
(^la»t  aatf1aiii,4ii««i<iy  re^pMNnff.— i8MA<fiHVT0L& 
OeewpirAHr  CbrtauMl  Zotet.— Am  Adw,  toL  & 
Qgletn^a*  CMoM— Am  JnOm,  voL T. 
Osteon  of  Ue  Bmolutton,  debat>  on  rettcf  to^  SST. 
Cgteart,  rmoval  iif.—Stt  Indeu,  vol  L 
QgleM,piitr<a4tt  eif.—St6  IndM,  vol  a 
OAfo  Atote  0dMnMt«iU.-AM  Adeai,  voL  1 
OrtUnauM  ^  1TB7.~Am  Attas TOla.  8^4,aBd  iKdM,ToL 
JflsaovK 

Orltam*  lkrr1l9nf.r-8»»  Jkdm,  voL  4,  nrrUoHtt. 

Osn,  Konnci,  Ji..  HspreaanUUTo  from  F«Dn«ylTaal«,  Mfc 

AM7ftdeB^  voLl 
Owns,  Qbomb  W.,  on  the  emigration  of  Indians,  840;  on 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylums,  408;  on  the  Cdonlcatlon  Bo- 
dety,  487;  Kepreaentadve  from  Alabama,  810;  on  th* 
caaeof MailgnyD'Attt«ilTe,4B8.  AMiMMB,ToL8L 


P 

PainUnf^a*  pHnalpai  omaM  ^ file £eiioM6Hs,r-&« 
Adeo^  toLSl 

PainUn^  mtorieal-la  the  Honae,  a  reeolntlon  relattn 
to  a  hiatoricd  pdutlng  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans, 
eonddered,  888 ;  the  poll^  of  embelUdttng  the  natlcmal 
building.  887;  the  Battle  of  Vaw  Orieana  fcnnaab«*B- 
tifka<Av'd'«MMr«  latlw  •Bleim  of  war,  887;  Mr.  At 
■ton  (VidgiMted, 88T ;  no  rsnaon  whyTmabail  ahonid 
baodnded,  888;  aDMiidiBent  made,  888;  arsprsaeBt*- 
tbn  of  the  Hartftird  Convention  In  fbll  seadon  should 
be  placed  by  the  dde  of  this  painting,  888 ;  remarka 
relative  to  the  artist,  68S;  oor  navd  victories  entitled 
to  some  notice,  090 ;  amendment  moved,  888 ;  other  vle- 
tortes  and  expldta  shonld  also  be  oommemMatad,  888; 
motfOB  to  anbraoo  navd  vlotorlea  los^  648;  otiwr 
smendments  kat,  840;  reeoiatlon  lost,  840i 

AMMxa  JHssfoK^^  tba  Hona^  ab&l  reported  maklBC  aa 
^r^rfatlon  to  carry  Into  eflbettba  mlasloB  to  Panama, 
48;  ivortfraaithaConnilttMonForelgBBelatloBs,dB; 
readntfam  tetlt  blae^edleat  to  ^pn^rlate  the  fknida 
neeaasaiy,  48. 

Besolndim  that  It  la  tnespedlent  to  ^proprlate,  eom- 
ddered,  W ;  amendments  propoeed,  M ;  debate,  91 ;  the 
measure  to  whieh  the  resolntioD  relates  Is  wholly  Bovel 
and  nnptceedented,  91;  a  sabfeot  mi  whkh  tbe  Hooaa 
eaanotbalafttoofrM  lBlta  -delibantloM,tt;  the  Urns 
has  BtriTod  la  wUc&  this  Ansa  la  called  npoB  to  sxprssi 
an  opinion  npon  some  of  the  topics  oonnected  with  this 
mlsdon,  M ;  it  will  net  do  to  treat  this  message  as  de- 
dgned  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  the  opinion  at  this 
nation  Into  the  cause  of  these  governments,  92 ;  the  re- 
sistance Implied  in  that  threat  is  now  to  be  a  matter  of 
fiirmd  and  public  dlscoadon,  98 ;  Qte  flnngrms  at  Pana- 
ma, 98;  the  aettled  poUoy  of  tUs  oonntry  has  bean  aot 
on^  padfla  and  Bential,  bat  to  anld,  aa  frr  aa  poaslMa,  all 
partldpatloB  In  the  eoBeema  of  other  powen,  all  poUli* 
ed  connections  and  entangling  dliasces,  98. 

The  efltet  of  thia  amendment  is  to  give  Instructions  by 
this  House  to  a  foreign  minister,  M;  the  House  Is  not 
callod  on  to  act  beyond  making  the  aj^iropriatlon,  94 ;  If 
tbe  Hoosa  waa  of  optnloa  that  a  wrong  eouise  had  baaa 
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glTMi  toi>tufor«lgD?riftUMHit  oii^ttoMj-io,B4;  this 
jMvlaUan  It  taUog  tbe  prop«r  naponslbUl^  bom  tbe 
XnentlTe,  09 ;  when  m  Hipluoutio  mUslon  boa  been  n- 
eommeiutod  by  tba  Praaident,  and  )i»  rwelTod  tbe  aMW- 
ttm  of  tk«  Baut*.  It  ought  to  b«  an  txXreme  cue  that 
woaU  mnwt  or  Jastl^  tb«  Home,  In  reftaaloc  idmiu 
to  euir  tha  mlttloit  Into  rtbet, »;  If  tlia  Unttod  Btitaa 
ftot«d on aeUU and  Interaated motlTcs  mxbuMlj,tm 
policy  mold  bars  been  to  parpatnato  tho  moral  and  po- 
BUcaI  degndatloa  of  Spanish  Mjoetim,  W;  we  stood 
foremoat  tn  reeogtdxiiig  them,  99 ;  an  we  preparad  to  ad- 
mit that  thl*  sot  wai  the  reault  of  tnaalent  feoUng  T  09 ;  It 
maj  be  aald  b^dea  ve  to  ha  dLMmted  at  Panama  which 
IU7  ecmprontMtho  Ugh lnt«reats  of  tbU  nation,  H;  la 
not  tUa  mlarion  demanded  high  and  important  o«i- 
■Idmtlou  bearing  directly  oo  the  speeiat  Interaataof 
tbenattoBf  M;  tbmmnlw  bat  om aentlmoBt  on  Ok 
aubjeot  In  this  Union,  06 ;  la  not  tha  miedon  abaidntelj 
demanded  by  a  dn»  regard  to  oDnafttjaudlntetasta? 
H ;  daflciwioy  of  the  meeaage  on  this  topio,  07 ;  tbe 
oommittee  la  called  upon  to  give  an  axpreaakm  of  Ita 
iq>lBlau  H  to  the  expedlenej  of  this  miMlon,  99 ;  inty  of 
thia  HoQM  «pon  all  fit  oocaalona  to  (ronoonoe  the  Jndg- 
»at  of  the  pM^  upon  meannapeifeotod  or  eoatem* 
^■tod,  tonohtos  the  fmlgii  lafaMbM  of  the  Uidtad 
BtatMbSS;  ttoftdopUonof  tha  amaiidmeBtwoiiU  goto 
dunge  the  whole  oonne  of  our  dlploaiaey,  and  }<artien- 
Uriy  the  poUey  ot  the  United  States  with  regard  to  Cnbe ; 
not «  member  tm  this  floor  la  bold  enon^  to  wish  these 
nttleeta  to  be  dlseojaed,  oouildered,  and  the  alUsnoe 
llBrBied,OB;  Ulaaaid  thatltts  nneoBstitattoiul  Cor  this 
Honss  to  Interfere  In  this  tem,  with  tbe  exeeotlTe  powers 
of  fltegofuuMB^Ot;  to  the  flail  nd  patmanant  no- 
MM  of  a*  nntatlDB  in  tbe  Spanish  Odmlei,  tUa  OoD- 
gtMBOf  balligeraBtnstlnMinwaeeMMiT,99;  whatorer 
may  be  oar  notions  of  this  memorable  pledg«,  the  Spftn- 
lah  Amertoan  States  nnderstand  and  bellore  ns  oommlt- 
ted  on  the  anbjeot,  leave  the  goTemment  of  the  United 
States  free  to  aet,  00 ;  suppose  the  omw  JbtdarU  bad 
oofound,  wonld  gentleman  now  decdaie  war  In  detsnee 
cTBoathAaMilMa liberty 1 100;  the  poUttenl  oontftbm 
irf  Hnytl  la  to  tern  tho  nltfwt  of  diHiwton,  ud  la  to  bo 
Mtaad,UO;  ottfeoli  of  0ds  Cngrm  |hw  oOdallr  by 
thagoTomment  of  Oolombia,UI0;  the  pfaelpto  ofeid- 
onlation,  100 ;  what  Is  the  resolntlon  now  before  as  bnt 
tnstmetione  or  semi-lnstraetlona  for  our  ministers  that 
are  togo  to  the  Oongreas  at  Panamftf  101;  If  tbe  House 
have  the  ri^t  to  Instroet,  they  hare  the  rlglit  to  Im- 
pssob  for  dlsobedlsaoe  of  Instraotton^  litl ;  th«  House 
hacnotMy  pertldpatloa  In  tbe  treatr«ial(ing  power, 
191;  ooattmetfam  gtven  to  the  eonstitatiou,  IQl;  this 
resolntton  ooght  not  to  be  oonpled  with  eonstltatloos 
vblobwab«T«»o«(wdltImM  tolmposa,  lOB;  ItltiaM  to 
be  Important  that  we  should  be  represented  at  Panama 
as  regards  our  political  and  oommerolal  Interests,  109; 
tbs  plenlpotonttaries  ean  entor  into  no  negotiation  on 
behalf  at  their  dUhreat  goremments  as  regards  their 
relations  with  foreign  powers,  108 ;  artioto  of  the  treety 
between  CobMnbin  and  ChlU,  108;  what  ot|Jeata  veto 
b*  Mttiiaed  by  arading nlalatof*  to  Panunnt  106;  In 
whnt  fliysolty  and  wltta  wbet  poweta  are  they  to  attend  t 
lOB;  where  us  we  tolotdt  fbrthe  powers  thsy  are  to 
possMSf  US;  the  trcntlea  are  their  eharter,UM;  It  la 
said  we  ua  to  MSd  ow  MlnUtwn  to  advise  and  flumlt, 
104. 

Amendment  olfered,  104 ;  tbe  condition  of  the  IsUnds 
ttt  Cuba  and  Porto  Bloo  to  be  dlaoossed,  la  a  moat  im- 
pcrtMitsnbleettona,10B;  nppoie  the  Independenoe  <tf 
OnbntobeaOtoted  iritbootui  attempt  «(*  psrt<tf  Us 
papaUlqn  to  attain  the  aseeodoo^,  would  not  that  part 
cf  Itt  pqpiUnHu  be  dsi|lM«d  ftei^  H  la  the  SonOk  Amail* 


canrepnbUceT  100;  not  a  Tolee  ftom  Am  Soofk  oo^le 
be  raised  against  tUs  mlMlon,106;  riews  in  the  Mas- 
ssge  relatlTe  to  Cube,  109 ;  the  real  motlree  wbicik  pr- 
om. In  this  case,  106;  the  measure  propoeed  is  an  so- 
knowledged  departure  from  the  uniform  sod  eeOM 
poli^  pursaed  by  tlils  OoTenmenC  in  times  pest,  IN; 
It  beoomea  ns  to  weigh  this  incanre  weD  beSm  w  gist 
It  tbe  liTCToeable  sanetlon  of  onr  Tetos,  lOS ;  la  ill 
the  qneetlon  beforo  ns,  we  must  look  exdudTsdy  to  tki 
Intilnsie  merits  of  the  measure  lleeU;  or,  la  other  w«H^ 
to  the  character  of  the  objects  to  be  aeeompUAcd,  IK; 
If  Ministers  are  sent  to  the  Congress  at  PaBaom,  ser 
Goremment  la  committed  to  take  part  In  Its  deSbcn- 
tknsrdatlTe  to  obfaets  In  the  badgrovad.  U! ; 
the  teomt  of  the  invitation  sent  to  ss^  and  tbs  totmetd 
Its  Meeptanoe,  106;  tbsee  subfeets, bowsTax  m^y 
have  been  kept  «nt  of  right  reeontly,  ne  tbe  petadpti 
If  not  the  only  snl^Jeots  'ln  wUeh  onr  parUefpnttoa  wsi 
desired  by  the  States  who  invited  onr  attends  aes  st 
nsms,  108;  theresnltt^  onr pertidpetion  la  theae  se^ 
Jeets  at  tbe  Congress  will  be  the  sdoptioa  of  iiiiienein 
endangering  the  fbtare  peeee  of  the  ooantry,  IM;  tfct 
prindfdeof  reslstanee  byforeeU  atradj apved  wgm, 
109;  In  onr  diplqDwtle  Intneonw  with  the  n|iiiM 
AmarieuBtstesthe  Bemta^  of  State  bM  trentadMd 
held  ont  to  them  oertaln  vague  end  oiaealar  mMfn^&m 
In  a  message  of  Oie  lato  President,  as  a  pledB*  «■  tta 
part  of  the  United  States,  not  to  permit  taj  liiliiftsiiia 
of  tbe  European  powers  In  tlie  war  between  them  aad 
the  mother  country,  100;  statement  of  onr  M''^ii*tr  to 
Mexloo  to  that  OoTemment,  100;  what  wUl  fKobabfy  he 
tha  nature  and  eflbot  of  these  stlpnUHnma  witk  rcgmd 
to  tbe  United  States,  110;  what  an  Ihavtows  oTew 
own  Oovaramantt  110;  what  the  PresMeat  loggaa^li 
febrenee  to  tliesn10«et  of  Interferenee  ftom  at  re  ad  wtt 
the  sAIrs  of  Spanish  America,  110;  It  may  be  said  than 
is  no  reason  to  apprehend  the  Intorforenee  whU  it  k 
proposed  to  denounce  to  the  world.  111 ;  It  may  be  mU 
the  Prealdent  does  not  express  a  positive  opinloa  ttot 
tbsse  measnree  ought  or  wOl  be  adopted  br  the  Coapaa 
atPanan^Ul;  aqnletusIsibandforaUflnr^tntoi- 
■kmi^lntbe  aasDzaneea  of  tbe  Pratdent  tbat'aa^ 
anoeswill  be  oontrseted,"  and  In  geaetal  **  nothing  wS 
be  done  tooompattble  with  onr  neatiali^,*'  111 ;  taiats 
the  advice  of  Vaahington,lll;  one  would  think  shit 
language  so  plain,  so  dear,  so  nneqnirocal,  ooaldn«t,by 
any  ingenuity  of  eonstmction,  be  tortured  Into  a  rsoim 
mendation  or  ap^val  (rf  "polltieal  mnBeetteas  with 
foreign  nations;"  the  Toiy  thing  sgslnet  whldRwamsd 
QS,1IB;  another  argmacat  niged  la  &v«r  of  Oil  peBB> 
eal  ooniwaUoa  with  Spaatsb  Ameriea  la,  tbat  w*  owa  It 
to  tbs  caose  of  liberty,  118 ;  tbat  by  dotog  ao  we  wSl  ae- 
onre  their  good  wQl,  which  is  highly  In^ortaat  ts  ns, 
both  la  a  oommereisi  and  pcditieal  view,  IIS;  the  lesalt 
of  onr  past  eflbrts  to  oonclllato  the  good  wU  and  aAe- 
tion  of  thess  new  States  sflbrds  bat  littlegronad  t»  hope 
for  BUCoeH  in  tbe  experiment  now  propoeed,  114;  caa 
the  elementa  of  disorepanoy  be  mittyried  or  hanMtosA 
byany  vstamef  poUtlBalooiuneltoar  11^ 

The  amendntento  are  aottdng  mora  aar  iHi  thn 
strieUoDS  attempted  to  be  Imposed  npaa  tb*  eoasUta- 
tiunal  power  the  President,  11&;  It  is  nawtae  that  we 
ahonld,  by  an  Interferenoe  in  the  form  of  advice^  dh 
minish  that  responsibility  whieh  the  cuasUUUea  has 
placed  on  the  Executive,  and  on  flwBBnate,Ma  aditn 
115;  tfltbeproperfortts  to  axpreaioaroplalaaaBalht 
details  of  tUi  mission,  ban  wa  not  a  il^  Co  Asowid 
all  the  Information  npon  whlob  the  President  ktmerif 
bMaetod,llS;  oonsUsrtbanataN  ofdMlaTiBitta  «s 
^TaiooelTad  ftom  tbe  npabUeaof  Sonib  Amrieato 
be  r^niutod  In  tUa  OoDgiMli  U«;  fhs  lU  Mw 
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4ma  Into  «Btiii^liiC«llUiieM,  116;  hoimwBrilinltAd 
the  powers  of  Uw  MUdtten  who  eompoM  thkCoBfriM, 
tM;r  >o  tMma  Ibr  u,  llfl;  It  luu  Iwts  lutot«d 
Uttt  If  w*  Mad  MIiilitenw»ci«eDmioltt«dtotik«put 
U  th«  ddlbentloDi tbe  Congran  ooBMialiig  u  ■lU- 
•BM,  IIT ;  proof  Uut  thoM  GoTernmentt  Iwto  no  rfglit 
tobopoft)rBnaffi9iu^T«andd«fuulTea]]Uiiee,lIT;  tliOM 
BapnbUcs  wIU  Imt*  bo  canae  of  oompUlat  agaliut  tu, 
lit ;  tlie  ot^ectloii  to  sneb  ft  oonrw  of  ■greoaeut  U  tbU 
It  would  b«  dopMtiiig  from  Um  poller  wUoh  Waahlng- 
toD  Taeommended,  ud  to  whkh  wo  ban  rtrietly  ad- 
fcmd  ft«m  the  Tei7  oonuDeneatMst  tf  tbft  OommiMiit, 
UT;  !■  then  one  who  wonU  h«r«  Mid  Um  thut  Mr. 
Voaroo  In  l^or  who  wonid  now  wrlewt  118;  tho 
condition  of  the  Ulmaia  ot  CoH»  and  Potto  Eleo,  11& 

KvratlTe  of  the  clrannutancea  Inddent  to  thli  mes»> 
nre  from  the  moment  the  Invltittlon  wee  tendered  to 
this  Goremment  to  send  Ministers  to  Puuuns  down  to 
the  period  when  the  Pioslde&t  thought  flt  to  tnnsmlt 
UameaMge  to  this  House,  188;  Uie  President  sttempts 
to  prove  tint  onr  vnltlnc  In  the  dellbenUons  of  tliia 
Oopgrees  does  not  Import  u  elUueo  with  the  powers 
time  tobe«MOrabled,m;  It  nowsppean  Out  we  are 
togo  to  Panama  fttr  tiieporpoM  of  msklngadeelaiation 
that-^ln  application  to  our  own  territory,  we  will  per- 
mit no  colonization  on  the  part  of  any  foreign  power," 
UD;  remarks  of  the  President  reUtlTe  to  the  slare 
tnde,  180 ;  to  Ilsytl,  181 ;  probabUttf  that  bf  onr  connseta 
p— eandtranqirflli^nylwweBredtnOBboaad  Potto 
Hoi^ltt;  tUaAdmlniatratloD  has  abandoned aU right 
and  pretext  Iter  lataiforenee,  188;  the  danger  Is  not  snlB- 
deat  to  nntborise  onr  going  to  war  to  prevent  an;  Knro- 
pean  nation  bnt  Spain  holding  Onba,  188 ;  we  had  better 
ita;  awajr,  and  act  likdependentl;  nt  the  Congress  of 
Putama,  184;  has  the  President  been  mlndfol  of  the  ad- 
-rieeof  Washington  r  184;  this  ad vloe  and  the  decIantloB 
of  Honroe,  18&;  this  wb(de  sadienie  of  qolttlBg  oat  own 
to  ataad  oa  flwelgB  gnoad  la  *vpoMd  to  the  sattUd 
poHor  vi  the  enantrT',  tBB, 

TUs  Hoose  Is  monUlj  bound  to  Tote  the  salaries  of 
Ministers  who  hare  been  oonstltatlonallr  created  \>y  the 
President  and  Benate,  nnless  In  extreme  cases,  18T ;  the 
constttntlonal  obligation  to  prorlde  Ibr  a  Minister  la 
oqaaUy  strong  as  that  to  carrr  Into  eSlset  a  treaty,  187 ; 
a  historical  view  of  onr  relations  with  the  Sonthem  Be- 
pnbtlea,  188 ;  the  docomenta  show  salBclent  reasons  P» 
aeadi^tloBoftbeBiiMiidniaBt8,1M;  thePrealdenthaa 
thought  It  better  this  eonntry  should  incur  the  danger 
of  baeomtng  eventnally  a  party  to  this  alUanee  than 
■taad  alone,  140;  he  deems  It  within  the  oonsUtntlonal 
competence  of  the  Executive  to  send  Ministers  to  Pana- 
ma, 140 ;  ho  put  the  seal  of  eonfldenee  npon  the  proceed- 
tngi  of  the  Senate,  141 ;  he  statea  one  otjeet  of  aeoeptlng 
the  InTltotlon  was  to  ladnee  the  Sonthem  natlMts  to 
change  their  religion  and  Introdnee  toleration,  Ml ;  tt  is 
Mid  that  thesoameadmenta  Implj  a  want  of  eoafldaaoe 
lBtheBxeeatlve,Ul;  thovaat  Importaaoe  of  Onba  to 
the  United  States  may  not  be  generally  knowa,  141 ;  It  Is 
■tm  more  Important  In  a  polltleal  than  a  eommerola] 
Tlew,  Iti;  the  ^eetacle  that  Coba  would  preeeot  If 
Colombia  and  Mexico  should  attempt  to  revolntlonlie 
It,  la ;  the  queetlon  of  slarery,  148 ;  It  Is  Mid  the  ob- 
Jeota  of  this  CongreM  an  traperfeetij  known,  and  Ita 
powen  ladbtinctly  deflnod,  148;  no  grMter  danger  of 
a&  being  formed  throogh  *Ke  medium  of  thla 

mlasloa  than  throogh  the  medium  of  oar  Mlnlstei*  In 
South  America,  US ;  the  Monroe  doctrine,  144 ;  tbe  fcto 
of  the  Uand  of  Cuba  as  oonnected  with  this  question, 
144;  lU  nltlmsto  destiny  is  of  vast  Importaaoe  tons, 
145 ;  who  llist  oonnected  Cuba  with  this  mission  f  14B. 

lie  flnt  fiiestlMt  ia  the  oonstltnUosal  power  of  tUa 


HouM  to  grant  or  reftue  the  qiproprtation,  148;  tho 
pTMoat  oaw  la  aot  OM  of  a  demand  on  as  Ibr  the  exoail- 
tloD  of  a  trtatr,  aor  la  It  predsely  that  of  an  ofdlnair 
appropriation  Ibr  the  payment  of  the  aaliriM  of  pn> 
«ilstaatoaeer^l4T;  ItwlQ  caaM  the  caltlTadmi  ofa 
spirit  ot  aailty  aitd  good  baling  between  na  and  neigh- 
bors with  whom  we  must  necessarily  be  on  good  or  bod 
torma,  14T ;  be  who  dose  not  feel  with  patrlotle  exulta- 
Hon  the  prond,  the  dlgnUUd  plaoe  that  we  shall  ooenpy 
on  this  occasion,  can  never  be  convinced  by  atgameat^ 
14T;  who  are  tihey  who  have  glvea  «•  tUi  invKattant 
UT;  the  advantage  to  liM  woild  ftora  the  dlsoaasloB  of 
Ubwnl  prIndplH  of  imeraaaoBBl  Uw,  148;  the  otfoot 
of  goaofalaatnre  tobedliea«ed  at  tUa  moottng  la  tha 
protection  of  prfvaU  property  on  the  ocean,  148;  the 
dlscnssloBS  on  the  decUratlons  <tf  Mr.  Monroe,  14S ;  tbe 
acknowledgment  of  France  and  Great  Britain  reboot- 
ing onr  dedaratlou,  149 ;  the  sul^ect  ot  the  moat  vital 
Importance  of  all  Is  the  oo&ditloq  of  Cuba. 

The  main  qoestlon  prseented  tor  the  dellberatlga  of 
the  ooBualttee  li^  aball  wa  make  the  vpnprialta  to 
deftaythe  expense  of  amlssloa  to  PaaamatlBO;  the 
amendments  propneed  an  hostile  to  tbe  q)Irit  of  tbe 
oonsUtntlon,  and  at  variance  with  tbe  nnilbrm  nsage  cf 
the  Honse,  ISO;  some  embarrassment  hss  been  fbttfrom 
the  manner  in  which  the  snbJect  hM  been  presented  to 
n%  IM;  the  report  and  reeolutlon  of  the  oommlttoOt 
100;  the  money  shall  be  appropriated  provided  It  la  ez- 
padlent,  and  it  ft  oapadloat  pravMed  the  anendineatB 
an  adopted,  181;  dianeler  of  Oe  mbrioa,  161 ;  llio^ 
]eets,m;  some  ol^ect  Mt  aeeoont  of  the  novdty  of  tbo 
mission,  IBS;  others  eomplitfn  that  It  la  a  departnn  from 
former  usage,  102;  tbe  message  and  documents,  108; 
tbe  subjects  of  discussion,  lU ;  what  is  their  plain 
neanlngT  104;  tbe  resisting  of  tnterftreace  from  abroad, 
104;  the  principle  of  colonliatlon,  164;  other  subjects 
of  dlsensBlon,  100;  in  adopttag  a  astern  of  sonthwa 
poll  ties  we  should  observe  tbo  most  ^ofcond  csntksi, 
100;  the  wanlngi  of  WaahiagtMi,  108 ;  an  the  poopio 
of  this  eoantiy  willing  to  enter  into  alUanoea  wtOi  tha 
republics  of  South  America  on  those  two  points,  108  ; 
what  ground  Is  there  ftir  these  fbars  of  entan^ng  alli- 
ances t  lOT ;  why  sbonld  they  desin  an  alUance  offcndve 
and  defensive  with  ns  T  107 ;  they  seed  no  aUIanoa  with 
tt,  107 ;  It  Is  alleged  that  one  language  has  been  bold  oa 
the  other  side  ot  the  water,  aad  another  mi  this  side,  la 
\rsfardtoCttba,U8;  theTlewipreinit«dtoBnaria,lM; 
polnte  ap<n  which  negotlatfciu  ft*  peaee  hare  boeaooBp 
dncted,  108 ;  It  Is  our  iatorest  that  Caba  shoold  remain 
as  It  Is,  100. 

Only  two  qnestlons  &ir  onr  decision;  first,  whether 
this  House  will  BBBome  the  responsibility  of  wlthholdlnc 
the  ordinary  appropriation  Ibr  eanying  Into  effect  aa 
executive  measure  which  the  Executive  Department 
has  ooBstitatloaally  iasUtnted;  second,  whether,  if  it 
wHl  not  withhold  the  appropriation.  It  win  yet  taka  the 
te^oadbfllfy  of  Intetposinc  with  Its  own  o^atoas,a> 
rectloBS,  or  InstmctionB,  M  to  the  maBBor  la  wUoh  tUs 
particular  execnUve  messnre  shall  be  oood noted,  US; 
by  voting  the  salarlea  la  the  ordinary  way  we  assoao 
no  responsibility  whatorer,  160;  If  we  withhold  the 
ordinary  meana  do  we  not  Inear  a  heavy  reeponsiUllty  t 
168;  it  is  nseleM  labor  to  dlseuM  the  kind  of  power 
which  the  Honse  holds  In  then  cases,  180;  it  Is  onr  Jb^ 
tOBO  to  be  caDed  apea  to  aet  oar  part  at  a  most  imUa^ 
•■ting  an  la  haataaaMn,  160;  this  la  a  nlgfafy  ravo- 
lutloa,  160 ;  In  many  respects  the  Enropeaa  aad  Ameri* 
eannaUonsan  alike,  181;  it  la  said,  that  the  topic  of 
BoBtb  American  independence  la  wora  oat  and  thread 
bare,  101 ;  a  lingering  and  lK^»eleet  war  ft  k^npaplast 
tbeee  Slates  by  Spain,  141 ;  It  la  asked,  if  It  la  net  a 
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tnadh  of  Bantndltr  ftir  na  to  Mud  MlnWoi  to  ■  Ou- 
ina  eompoaetf  wbollf  of  baUlgeieati,  ISS ;  the  Repr*- 
MDbiUTM  of  the  Bontk  Ameriou  8tat«a.  u  t>«two«n 
tlMtOMlTIt, -win  poMMt  ^plonuUo  powent,  1S3:  th«  do- 
danttoD  of  the  President  io  1838,  US:  the  Importut 
P^tlcal  ereat*  th«t  led  to  that  deeUnitiiHi,  or  Moom- 
pontedlt,  IBS;  IthuboeaMtd  toharo  be«:Klo>}w  and 
Tifu*  doelaratloB,  168;  the  aoBtinunt  irhloh  U  lAtpired 
waa  not  ooDfinod  to  eniaeln^  188 ;  It  mat  bo  eonaUond 
Mfraitded  OBonr  rlghta,  aad  to  tpnng  malnlj  fraaaaro- 
gard  to  their  preMrraUon,  18t;  that  mesaage  Amnod  a 
Mffht  page  In  onr  blatory,  IM;  how  doea  It  h^ipen  that 
there  ahonld  now  besaehaBewfearonthoniltJetf  of  thia 
declantlonr  IH;  reniarka  on  thanitOeet(rfCuba,lM;lt 
iaaold,  that  If  epaln  should  mahea  roliuiUry  tranaler  of 
thla  iaUud  to  aauther  power,  we  ahonld  hare  no  right  to 
Inteifere,  IH;  the  groond  of  exception  ta  aelf-preaerra- 
ttoo,  1«;  the  Praaldent  ia  ehatgod  with  IneoMlatai^r, 
and  in  order  to  make  thta  oat  pnbHe  deppatoboa  nro 
nad,  whleb  militate,  It  la  aald,  with  each  other,  ISS; 
what  are  the  AkU  1 100 ;  pains  hare  been  taken  to  prore 
that  the  measure  now  In  oonsideratlon,  and  Indeed,  the 
whole  poticf  irf  the  Qorentment  respeotlDg  South 
America,  Is  the  ntifaappr  reaalt  of  the  iafluonca  of  a 
■omieman  Ibrmerir  flUliV  *^  ^i^'  ^  *Us  HouM,  IM ; 
we  are  told  that  the  oooatrj  la  deluded  and  dooelred  hj 
eaballallo  words,  IM;  these  States  are  oalled  to  meet 
dittenltlea  moh  aa  Mithor  we  aor  «ar  lUlien  enooon- 
tered,  1ST;  a  da^  of  aolemn  retrlbotloii  now  rUta  the 
once  proud  monarchy  of  Spain,  1ST. 

To  the  Ezeoatire  has  the  oonstltntlon  ooallded  the 
aolo  and  excluslre  soporlatondeaee  of  oar  foreign  rela- 
ttonsi  ICT ;  groat  dlrerel^  of  opinion  as  to  the  oljeets  of 
this  Coiipeaa,U7;  it  ii  aald,  the  mere  not  of  aonding 
npiesentatlraa  cunot  eouinll  the  tMntrallt7  of  the 
oonntr]',  168 ;  Congresses  of  Independent  powera,  meet- 
ing la  times  of  profound  peace  to  eonoert  polltloal  meas- 
wes,  hare  lately  oome  Into  Ikshlon,  IW ;  aro  we  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  powers  of  EaropeT  1S8;  we  bare 
Ualateis  alreadj  residing  at  moat  of  tbe  Courts  whose 
Oorenimeats  are  to  be  represented  at  FanamA,  1S8 ;  the 
ohaige  oxteaded  to  those  wlio  hare  snffldeat  ladepend- 
mee  to  think  foe  thMoselTea,  of  being  a  foetioaa  osjfM- 
tton,  170;  the  wise  and  pradeat  cantloa  which  was  to 
lutTe  been  ktoked  for  fhna  Hr.  Aduni,  111 ;  tbe  snl^ect 
tsavrronadedbrlUajtoaawhlch  reader  It  difficult  to  de> 
aide  correctly,  ITS;  a  oiore  daagerous  illnslon,  as  It  Is 
flattering  to  onr  self-loTe,  Is  that  of  sappuslng  that  all  the 
morcmeata  of  oar  Qore id meot  In  bror  of  the  South 
Amerieaaa  l»re  been  pmdoatlf  regalated  with  a  rlow 
to  promoto  tlie  aataUlahiMat  cf  fkee  GoremmaiU  and 
liberal  inaUtatfaw,  ITS;  the  flnt  naolatloii  on  the  aab- 
Jeot  of  Spanish  Ameriaa,  was  proposed,  while  all  Spanish 
Ameriea,  except  Boeaoa  ^rrea,  jet  owned  at  least  nom- 
inal obedteaoe  to  Spain,  ITS ;  dronmstaaoes  nnder  which 
the  aecond  resoluttoa  was  proposed,  1T8 ;  coarse  of  onr 
Oorerament  daring  the  contest  with  Bpeia,  1T4 ;  ia  the 
reoogaltlon  of  Spanish  America  we  did  not  more  la  obe- 
dtoBce  to  the  lore  of  Uberqr,  or  with  a  view  to  promoto 
the  ezteadMi  of  BepraasEtatlTe  OoTerMDenls,  114 ;  lot 
OS  see  what  the  Freatdent  propooes  on  the  other  great 
subject  with  which  the  principle  Is  remotelj  cOnneoted, 
the  great  ■at{)ect  of  European  Intorforenee  with  the  do- 
meatlo  concems  of  Amerlcaa  OoTemmeats,  ITi;  It  Is 
allfged  that  oar  Minister's  langaage  In  Mexico  waa  nsed 
wlthoat  Instmcttona,  ITS ;  It  Is  asMrtod  that  his  language 
referred  alone  to  a  pledge  to  ousel  rea  aad  to  poaterltf, 
178;  if  we  hare  glrsa  any  ple^  It  haa  bean.glven  to 
power  or  poweia  who  h»va  a  right  to  hidd  It  itatil  ra- 
deenied  onraelTask  1TB;  what  waa  origlnallr  the  Ita»> 
aage  of  Ur.  HonroeT  lT*i  what  haa  It  bseoBM  ttodarth* 


handarf tUa  AdmlnbtiatioBt  ITT;  ma  i 
of  the  right  of  the  allied  sovereigns  to  d«  all  that  ha 
been  done  bj  them  In  Europe,  and  the  aoaertlm  ti  the 
right  of  aof  Ameriean  alliance  to  do  what  It 
thIsooaUBent,lT7;  we  most  not  fo^et  that  tbe  1 
of  the  President  does  not  exdnde  the  Idea  femtaga 
treat;'  on  this,  as  well  at  on  the  other  baais  oi  tbo  ftiaa 
loan  ajitem— eelonlxatioB,  ITT;  on  this  aubjeet  at  Ae 
tarn  it  the  Oorenmenta  oa  this  aide  of  tlia  Atlnda  a* 
error  more  Altai  to  tbe  Itatara  prosperity  of  this  paafis 
conld  be  otmimitted  than  that  of  belle^li^  that  onr  Ib- 
torests  reqnlre  ua  to  set  oa  different  priadplea  Ihaa 
those  which  hare  nsnallj  regulated  our  OoTcmmcal. 
178;  the  deatin;  of  Cuba  aad  Porto  Kieo  la  also  to  be 
fixed  at  the  Iathmoa,lT9;  what  ahallwedo*  181;  glee 
t^aae  Btatce  to  aadeatwd  that  we  win  not  wattt  Oa 
•eaaos  of  Bt  Domingo  to  bo  enacted  In  Cobo,  180;  aaaao 
tloBi  of  tha  ProBidaat  181 ;  tbe  EnentiTe  most  look  « 
thin  AHembly  aa  the  organ  of  a  great  coaftdentta,  in ; 
if  snoeessfbl  la  acquiring  a  oompleto  aaoeadancr,  ^ 
wielding  at  will  the  whole  nvwsl  aad  physical  power  «f 
the  North  and  South  Amerieanii,  what  advant^e  hat* 
we  to  gain  bj  It  T  183;  bow  for  ma?  this  House  eonatiia- 
tlouslly  Intorfcie  la  tbe  foreign  dlidomatte  aHUia  «f  the 
ooantry  1 192 ;  from  what  foaataln  of  the  oonalitntiaB  dn 
gentlemen  propose  to  draw  this  power  of  laatmettoa  and 
coafer  It  oa  thla  Hoose  r  183 ;  the  ameadmeat  *™*«'™ 
lastructtons  to  tbe  President  la  what  manner  he  ahall 
condnct  the  acgotiatloas  at  Panama,  168 ;  the  tigfet  to 
oommaad  and  the  obllgatloa  to  ohtj  an  oorrelaUre,  191; 
If  the  House  haa  the  anthorltf  to  prescribe  to  the  Preal- 
deat  lastractlons  be  Is  to  giro  to  foreign  Mlniateia,  It 
raaat  have  some  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  Its  mn- 
dates  on  tlda  head,  188 ;  tbe  propoaltfona  bow  andsr  m»- 
•MoratlOB  deaoead  to  pattlealara  and  an  oooMctod  wlA 
this  mission  and  make  part  of  it,  184;  It  Is  sold  the  Piee- 
Ideat  has  a^d  the  House  for  its  opinion  as  to  the  peB^ 
of  this  measure,  181;  he  haa  ao  power  bf  the  eonsdta- 
tlon  to  require  or  demand  of  tills  Honae,  Its  optaloaa  oa 
any  of  Its  measnrea  beftm  they  are  carried  Into  sAst, 
184;  IMaree  of  the  amendment,  185;  bare  wo  bea 
always  so  panctiUoos  In  relation  to  onr  nen^nlltyt  19; 
U  la  aald  forma  are  nothing,  It  |a  the  aabstanea  we  at*  la 
regard,  IBS ;  the  Qonstitiitloaal  forms  cf  tUs  Govwmwal 
are  every  tUng,  180 ;  what  neceesl^  is  there  lor  adoptlig 
the  amendment  f  16S ;  somethiag  has  been  said  on  the 
anl^ect  of  Eseeuttre  confidence,  18S ;  the  powen  cf  the 
Coagreas  of  Panama,  18T;  onr  oommerclal  ooaneetloa  with 
the  South  Amottcan  Slates,  18T ;  fcy  the  emaadpatian  ef 
the  Soath  Anieriean  States,  and  the  eonseqaent  dfoB 
tloB  of  the  flpanUi  oolonlal  syatom,  we  bare  a  leady  aad 
ooavealent  market  opened  for  all  onr  maanfoatniaa  aad 
tbe  pTOdaoto  of  oar  agrioaltnro,  18T ;  what  waa  thaaas- 
dltlon  of  the  world  when  the  dedantlM  ot  IbniDo  was 
madef  1S8;  the  call  of  thla  Honse  for  the  treaty  af  tlH 
168;  this  nation  calls  tondly  for  a  ^eedy  approptiatton, 
180 ;  geaeratioaa  to  oome  will  approve  our  acta,  19Il 

It  la  said,  that  by  adoptlBg  thtsameadmeatwaaaHMa 
aa  uaooaatltntloaal  ezerdae  of  power,  liiasmaiib  aa  the 
treaty-making  power  la  Tested  la  anoAar  bo4y,  aal 
heaca  we  have  no  right  to  laatraet  tlia  Prcaidaa^  W; 
fow  oecastone  wtU  be  likely  to  arise,  wbataln  ft  woaH  bn 
expedient  or  neeetaary  for  this  Uonee  to  dedare  Ita 
opinion  on  such  sntjjecta,  191 ;  the  law  of  tlte  third  of 
Uareh,  iBlH,  191 ;  our  object  la  to  declare  oar  ^^Intoa  on 
a  great  measure  of  national  policy,  not  In  the  hna  of 
oflldal  lastmetloas,  bat  with  «  view  to  maUac  known 
that  opinion  H  wdl  to  the  other  bfanchesef  6am*- 
mest  as  to  the  world,  189 ;  la  Oils  Hooaa  wlthoat  *  power 
to  oompd  the  Preafdenft  IH;  aeasa  anpfaaad,  HI; 
whenarer  the  Gonstltatlm  baa  given  aa  4e  powa^ 
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out  ^nallfieatloii  to  do  uj  kct,  w«  most  be  TMtod  with 
ft  diientlaiuuy  power  to  detarmtne  Dpon  it>  ezpedleacy, 
193;  It  wilt  not  be  pretended  tbftt  eTer7  Datioo  tlut  hu 
eatftbtlshod  free  Inatltatlbiia  will  elweys  ict  with  Jostlee 
liilledlvntes,lM;  If  Utemi^^  oTtUt  BwoMsboohl 
MgrtlTB  this  raaolatlon,  would  not  the  nation  think  this 
Heme  wu  In  Ikror  of  eominomUiic  the  ftttnie  nentnl- 
l^oftheeountr]rT194;  whf  te  It  proposed  tostipnlete 
with  Ue  South  Americas  Goremawtita  tbet  we  wlU  Dot 
penult  eeloiiltttlon  on  odt  territory  1 195 ;  the  Preddent 
■ends  ■  proposition  invltlngourlVeedatenntnatloQupon 
It,  ud  wa  ere  told  hj  hU  eoafldentlel  Mends  tlut  we 
tnwt  not  look  Into  the  detail,  19B ;  Is  this  flree  determl- 
iMtto&tl9S;  principles  tre  «rei7  filing  in  polities,  196; 
an  aj  one  doobt  thst »  pdltloil  eonneetlon  Is  eoatem- 
fbted  with  the  coolbde  rated  Ooremmentj  of  Booth 
Amerien  dlffsrent  from  the  eonnection  wo  have  with 
any  other  Ovrenunentf  106 ;  whet  can  be  seld  lo  defcnoe 
•f  the  pledge  at  Panamaf  10T ;  do  gentlemen  perceive 
what  nets  are  spread  fbr  lu  f  19T ;  we  have  been  forbid- 
den to  look  Into  the  doonmenta  on  onr  table  for  evldenee 
«f  the  flicta  In  relation  to  this  sabjeet,  198 ;  extract  from 
aa  oSdal  iiewq>q»er,  198;  eomments  at  WashlnKtoo, 
IN;  aouree  uf  the  artloU^  199 ;  tannsof  tboeonoapotKl- 
woe  rdaUng  to  this  CongraM,  MO ;  the  Pieeldent  thinks 
he  has  rendered  the  measnre  harmleaa,  and  promises  not 
to  *'«immlt  onr  nentrallty,"  900;  the  material  qnesUon 
to  be  dediled  la  whether  we  will  approve  of  the  pur- 
poeee  avowudlf  Intended  to  be  effected  at  Panama  at  the 
hazard  of  an  entanglement  of  whlidi  no  one  can  see  the 
end,  901;  the  doctrines  assented  to  defeat  this  amend- 
ment are  the  seme  IdeoUcal  dooMaes  which  prevailed 
ImsMl  were  the  cause  of  tbe  irign  of  terror,  SOI;  Is  It 
not  true  thst  some  gentlemen  are  looking  ibr  a  roTlnl 
tf  the  principles  which  predomliuted  In  that  dar  f  901 ; 
an  Incident  never  to  be  forgotten,  906. 

What  does  the  Prealdent  ellege  as  the  primary  Indnee- 
mentto  the  depntatlon  oT  the  mission  T  908;  the  slave 
trade  sad  the  Island  of  HartI,9M;  Cuba  and  Pwto  Rico, 
904 ;  oar  pollej  shonld  varj  aooording  to  drenmstancea, 
9U;  the  transfer  of  the  Islands,  904 ;  we  stand  nnoom- 
mltted  on  aU  sidea,  904;  this  mission  wlU  be  worse  than 
nMlei^  SOB;  we  have  »  Congrem  of  onr  own,  let  ns 
attend  to  that,  and  wa  shall  have  enough  to  do,  906;  * 
decent  excose  agalnat  the  aoecptanco  of  this  Invitation 
woDld  have  aatlsfled  those  powers  who  made  lt,M6; 
•bjectlone  to  the  mission,  906;  oetenslble  ol^ect  of  the 
Holf  Alllane^  SOT;  this  dedantloa  ongfat  not  to  hare 
been  viewed  as  a  pledge,  90T ;  the  Ifeztean  Government 
flBBiMt  View  It  In  that  light  after  the  explanaUon,  906; 
Air  what  do  we  eome  to  this  fdnoe?  909 ;  ol^eot  of  the 
dsduatlOBof  Ho&fO«,S0t;  wUtUs  Honseamnme  to 
(It*  iMtmetloas  to  oar  foreign  UlnlstersT  910;  win 
mf  Ma  pretend  to  tho  right  of  annexing  conditions  to 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Hlnlstersf  810;  what 
■hoald  be  our  course  were  France  or  any  other  great 
nation  of  Europe  to  attempt  to  subjugate  and  plant  its 
power  either  In  Mexico,  Cnba  or  Porto  Rlcof  911 ;  dr- 
onmatanees  onder  which  they  would  be  placed,  211 ; 
wonU  not  snch  an  attempt  Jostuy  ns  la  tsllag  decided 
nwasnm  to  prorentlt?  SIS;  the  deelaratloa  which  It 
Utrnqtoeed  to  consider,  913;  It  la  oar  Interest  that  the 
Unad  of  Cuba  should  be  owned  bf  a  weak  nation  or  re- 
main a  oolony,  918 ;  the  H0I7  AUIanee,  918 ;  the  dream- 
stances  attending  onr  invitation  to  send  ULnlsters  to 
Panama  discloses  on  oar  part  a  want  of  delloaej',  S18; 
the  deetlnr  of  Onba,  914;  the  pledge  of  Monroe,  S14, 
tU;  70a  commit  an  act  of  war  Bflidnat  Sp^  tbenuH- 
Mnt  joar  Hlahrtors  Join  In  the  dlaeaaabms  ef  that  Oon> 
(TMa^SU;  lawbid  nttltade  doaatUs  Panama  aMon 
ptoeanil  Sll;  Ada  maaaanngkt  to  bo  araUtd  If  pas- 


sible, 916;  Great  Britalawill  be  eompelled  to  wage  « 
war  against  ns,  91T ;  resointlon  of  Oe  oommlttee  loot, 

91T;  bin  passed,  US. 

In  the  Senate,  nomination  of  Poinsett  In  plaoe  of  An- 
derson, doosased,  SSt;  rcMilutlon  that  it  Is  Inexpedient 
to  appoint,  los^  SIS;  mpolntnuat  erallnnadini.  Am 
Jtuf«SToL& 

pABua,  ALnioK  Baaator  from  Ualna,  4SI;  on  tlw  aai^ 
rlring  ofBeara  of  the  IteT(datlon,4TB-48l;  on  a  giufc 
of  land  to  Kenjon  Coll^ce,  658 ;  on  the  da^  «m  nw 
husos,  090;  on  the  Avtj  on  oordage,  090. 

Pay  of  3llnUtert.—8M  Indtm,  vols.  6^  6. 

Paymwi  <tf  Jntertt  to  AoIsa— In  the  Senate,  bill  for  fit* 
p^fment  <rf  interest  on  money  expended  In  the  late  war 
by  the  Btateii  eonddand,5T0;  moTedtomakethapay* 
nanls  heretofore  mads  ^vUeabla  la  tt*  flrat  laataaoa 
to  oxtlngalsh  the  Interest,  571;  Uatorytf  thedatma^ 
ftrred  by  the  Statea,  bJl ;  motion  aarrled,  OTl ;  motloa 
to  fix  the  rate  of  Intereat,  571 ;  carried,  071 ;  prtndpio 
upon  which  the  Government  has  hitherto  reftised  to  pay 
Interest  on  advances,  8T1 ;  time  when  Interest  shonld 
oammcnoe,079;  the  onlform  custom  of  the  Oovemmeni; 
679;  error,  5T8;  eaose  of  the  delay  In  settling  the  a*- 
ooanto,  S7S;  othar  oanas^  678;  Mn  ordered  to  be  aa- 
gnaeed,  078. 

Pautos,  Dirm  J.,  on  an  amendment  to  the  cansUtittlBn,  19  ( 

on  retrenchment,  701.  Sm  Jndtss,  voL  & 
P»%ai  Cod*  Of  lAo  TJnUti  3ta1m.-844  Ind^  vol  8. 
i>«fti^nMaryi»tU2>MpM,bmt«latiTato,»a  AaJM^ 

vol.8. 

PsfMMylpania  Initrff€*U.—S»»  Ipd«m,  toL  1. 
Pmt»Un  £01,  BmtaiuUonary.—Bf  InOtu,  toL  7. 
PmtlimHomimdadC^loirt^llu  mr  q^l81&— As  A- 
Om,  vol  & 

Ptrry,  Cbnmedore.— la  the  Honae,  a  vescdntloa  relatiTt  t* 
the  removal  of  the  remains  at,  eonsldered,  SOB;  letter 
frwn  the  widow,  SS8 ;  within  the  oompetency  of  tti* 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  order  a  veasal  to  tonch  at  Trini- 
dad, 968 ;  ol^ect  not  to  have  the  removal  done  In  seereey* 
968;  that  the  grave  of  Perry  may  become  one  of  the 
ahrines  of  the  eonntry,  964;  resolution  agreed  to,  961 

Pana,  Oioao^  oa  removal  of  the  nmalna  of  Oommodof 
Fen7,96a.  Bm  Mm,  vol  S. 

PttUiotu,  rtceptton  <if.—See  Inden,  t<A.  %  and  Indtsa,  voU. 
1  and  0.  Siavary. 

PBxin,  Elisba.  BepresentatlTe  from  ConneoUeat,  009.  Am 
Adez,  vols.  7,  8. 

PMiadUpUa  ^rigata^  eaptort  qfi—la  tho  Senate,  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Snaaa  Decatur  and  others,  eonddered,  400; 
a  statwaaat  of  the  fccta  and  of  the  gronads  npoa  which 
the  eoauntttoo  proceeded,  490;  aztraet  of  a  letter  from 
Commodtm  Stewart,  400;  of  Capt  Bpeaee,600;  de^ 
of  Commodcnv  Cbaim^,  BOb;  do.  ot  Cqita.  Comae  and 
Bidgeley,  600;  Decatur  orlgtaMted  the  daring  sehma, 
600;  ftirther  foots,  BOl ;  eonteqseaOM  of  this  victory,  601; 
statement  4^  Doctor  Bidgeley.  601 ;  statement  of  the 
American  Consol  at  Tunis,  60S;  is  any  peeanlary  reward 
now  due  to  the  captors  <rf  the  PhlladelphlaT  609;  the 
amonnt  whleh  oa^t  to  be  graated,  BOB;  motion  to  fill 
the  hUnk,  carried,  004;  bUl  passed,  0O4. 

Pmeoa;  Isaao,  Bepreeeatatlve  from  New  Jeraay,  BOO: 

Hract  in  «U  WM  /imUm— AM  Mn,  jtOa.  7,  a 

Pun.  Datid,  Bepresentatlve  from  Connectloat,  600: 

Polar  Expedition,  memorial  relative  to,  8T8;  debate  reladva 
to,  In  the  House,  41& 

Pou,  Jahh  on  the  aaMBdoiaat  to  tha  ooastltatlon,  8; 
itfaUve  to  tba  Chiekaaaw  and  Cboelatr  IndUas,  407; 
Bepresentatlve  from  Tenneaea,  610;  oa  mUWa  Jsaila 
.  BMitlal, «BBi  AaAMta^ToLa 

mtmffti,  aeinrfli  laML— Jm  Mm,  vol.  T. 


Digitized  by  Google 


774 


INDEX. 


PtttmaaUr  Qtnural,  taiary  In  tho  B«ute,  ft  blU  to 
anally  eoiutdered,  284;  dqtlw  ud  Te««iitUIlttM  of  the 
PwtiiHitor  eqnaUf  recpoHtbla  with  thoH  of  the  He*d  of 
uj  othor  DtputiMirt,  S84;  tUi  olBeor,  In  tho  imnga- 
nMBtofnUriM,fcMbMB  left  behind  hl«ebM,2B4;  tbit 
bOl  la  an  InnoTatlon,  38i;  ezeepUooftbla  In  the  mode  of 
brlnglnK  forwud,  SM;  It  pbc«a  hU  seUry  above  that  of 
the  Ylee  President  and  Chief  Jnatloe,  S85;  bill  paaiad, 
S80;  Proceedings  In  the  HoDse,48L  AsAdM^T<d.& 

Pott-Qfie*  PatronaQ&^-Sf  InOmt,  ToL  K. 

rointti,AiJ«inH^onBonthAin<ric«a>6laa<aM,M,<^  W; 
OB  Um  Panama  UIu1ob,W(;  tm  ftoe  nefroea  In  the  IHs- 
triet  of  CotambU,  SH ;  on  the  appointment  of  ChargAi, 
8T8 ;  reports  on  ftae  bUoka  In  the  Dletrlct  of  CtdiunbUt 
nS ;  on  KiAren  \tj  Are  la  Alexandria,  888 ;  on  SlaTer^ 
In  the  District  of  Columbia,  41IIl  ,8m  Ind^a,  Ttd.  & 

i>r«-Mn|iH(M,  tlU£^iU      Ae/ndeo),  toL  T. 

JVtMnte  |0  JHtUMrc-As  JMm^  VOL  S. 

Fr*ManM<U  Sh^Um  in  lAa  B<nt9«.—8et  Xndm,  ToL  & 

iXMto  ZoHM  in  tertiet^Ss*  IniUee,  toL  & 
JWeotMra.— 5m  /ntfsas  vols,  i,  S. 

J'ropagaUng  tin  ammg  Ou  BMOm^—^  JnOtm, 

ToL  T. 

iyo<M«w  ZMfoK-^ /Mfsov  vtd.  1,  and  JtutMB,  v<>l^  1^ 

JWfa  ArfUinffftr^  Ad«n,  TOla.  Bk  T. 

MHo  J7vb«tter&-^  AdM,  voL  T. 

.ntUio  i>ootMnen<s,  at^prMsiM  4ft->SM  /ndsA  toI-  T. 

JPkWo  i>a&l— In  the  Senate,  a  reairiatlon  reUtlT«  to,  oon- 
■Idered,  OSS ;  qaesUon  of  error  In  the  oonstractlon  of  the 
BlaUug  Fond,  089;  fioCa,  080;  nature  and  amoont  of 
onexpended  balances,  680;  the  proposal  to  repeal  the 
reaerraUon  of  two  mlUiom,  681 ;  the  anthoritj  given  to 
the  Oommladoneni  by  the  6th  seotlan  of  the  BlnUng 
Fnad,  tfSt;  ahall  this  aoeomDlatloa  of  money  go  to  the 
buk  for  nothing,  or  be  lavtshed  npon  unknown  and  nn- 
knowable  obteets,  or  be  qtplled  to  the  rednetlon  <tf  the 
pnbllo  debtl  fiSl;  who  ob]eot  to  eonlbtrim  antlioritf 
npon  the  Commissioners  f  St3;  on  the  probable  time  In 
which  the  debt  wlU  be  paid,  CSa 

No  error  In  theaotofMareh  8, 1617,  either  in  principle 
or  oonstmotloa,  084;  reaaon  why  two  miltloaa  was  dl- 
notod  to  be  reaerradi  OH;  fkirther  debate,  085;  are 
these  objeots  of  more  pmaslnj  Importance  than  the  pay- 
ment  of  this  additional  two  miHIona  to  the  pnblio  debt  T 
OU;  balanee  In  the  bank,  fiW;  further  renuuka,  D8I; 
res<riDtlon  agreed  to^  fiST. 

AiMfo  Zantfa,  ffrodtfoMon  in  fh*pTic»  ^— In  the  Senate, 
the  blU  relatlre  to,  oonsidend,  MS ;  Interest  fblt  by  the 
peoplo  of  AJftbama,  In  the  bill,  548 ;  rights  acqofred  bj 
the  United  Btatea,  by  eonqneet,  IMS ;  the  ooaTftjanoe  of 
TitgUda,  MS;  aU  tho  States  entitled  to  theb  waato  Imd 
at  tho  okM  of  the  war,  040;  a  new  en  oeouved  belbre 
any  new  States  were  admitted,  MS ;  conld  any  Btatea, 
by  eompact,  confbr  their  sovereignty  npon  the  United 
Btatea,  550  \  the  prindples  of  the  law  of  nationa,  051 ; 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  SxeontlTe,  throo^  tho  Bee- 
ratat;,  to  prevent  emigration  to  the  new  States,  001 ; 
It  la  said  the  graduating  principle  of  tho  bill  will  prodnee 
*  npM  d^HwiIatloB  In  the  ^ee  of  tiie  pnbUelaiid,0U; 
the  filenda  of  tba  present  land  aystem  an  the  last  that 
«a|^t  to  s^aar  tunc  about  ipaoiilaUoa,OM;  Ulaadd 
to  ba  daagenoa  and  Immoral,  to  eaeonnge  »  vatem  of 
9Wnlatl«  among  oar  dtixen*,  008. 

A  meaaore  oalenlated  to  give  every  man  a  home,  Aoidd 
find  an  advocate  In  every  patriot  and  phllantluoplat, 
BS7 ;  eight  States  and  TcnttorUa  have  mamerlaUted 


CoogresaonthlaaBtdeotiMT;  dUtaent^yataniaadapleA 
by  Ooogieaa  fto  tho  dl^onl  oT  ltft4oBiln%  Mft; 
of  gndnaUon  propoaed,  on;  aaoBBt  of  laad  oMni  b 
■ila,m;  the  popolaUon  willing  to onhlTatotheMlaaAs 
086;  the  moat  inflexible  vlitne  found  ameaig  tho  mart 
pennrioos  of  our  dUiens,  M9;  the  popolatlon  veal 
the  Alleghanlea,  680 ;  objeoted  that  the  msMwi  wM  b- 
dnce  emigration  ttasa.  the  older  States,  6M ;  tt  to  aatd  a 
rednetlon  of  price  will  encourage  q>eovIail(w,ffn;  cAct 
npea  the  flnancea of  the  eonntry, OTB;  the  praTlBlM It 
propeaaa  to  make  U  ftm  ef  tiw  aetnal  aattla^  Om 

(HOaeta  flf  the  bin,  OlS;  amoBBt  of  land  Md  Ir  Oa 
OoTsrament,  6T5;  natore  of  the  prorialaBa  ef  tto  WO, 
ere ;  their  practical  eflbot,  STB ;  objections  to  tfaa  WO,  sn ; 
the  price  of  all  tho  land  held  by  ladivldnaK  vrffl  be  auk 
to  the  scale  of  prices  fixed  In  the  bill,  OTT;  mom  will 
bny  nntU  the  lands  ftU  to  (heloweetpricr,  S77;  sfipaa 
heniion  of  specnlatoro,  STB;  the  FedemI  riiisinmiint 
will  not  get  the  valne  of  ita  lands,  078;  tha  lliiiilln 
dame,SI8;  extrwit  from  the Brltkh  QiMrtaoly  Kcrtaw, 
OTt;  Ita  llbdhMU  ebaneter,  0T9;  tbeoesAa  dsMS^m; 
ftarther  debate, 081 ;  bUl  r4eeted,Bn;  gMttoatonen- 
aider  laid  on  tho  table,  661.  &v9  isdeos.  voL  & 
iW<e  XMdft-Aa  AdMv  v«l>- If  >•  *•  <»  T. 


^iMito^  memorfal  q)!— iSm  Jiidsa^  Tola.  1,  ^  a. 
<?war«inaiaifsi''«  Hapitrtmert— Jm  Adea,  voL  4. 


» 

RxxtAT,  TTiiLUM,  SepreaoitatlTe  from  PeDntylvaak,  ML 
Bavdolfb,  Johk,  on  the  salary  of  the  rusliiimlni  flsawil. 
fi8«;  BepT«asBtatlTe  from  ^iginia.«W:  oa  the  esaasf 
ICarlgny  D'Anterivo,  eaMCft;  nlaUve  to  oi^tDol  AU- 
"""■""^  —•**•" "'""*~™*"'**^~'t. 'I:  irrnfff*^ 
eonrti  martial,  8W;  cai  retrentihineat,  HH  Ml  jlfc  As 
/Ntfaa^  vols.  1,8, 4,0, 8^7.8. 
BunuM,  CBxisToranx,  deoesM o( 8i.  £MJM«%TCln^l 
Jfonapm,  proM&fiim       ^M  /iMfea^  voL  fi. 
RtfA  ^taU  and  SlavM,  valuation  ^.—St»  Adee,  toL  A 
RxED,  JoBM,  on  Booth  American  relatlooa,  IS;  tm  the  Pas- 
ama  Ulaskm,  100 ;  BepreaentatlTt  htm  HaandMttk 
m.  fiMAdeBi,TOlB.0,T,& 
StpoHtft  to  tlUStmate,  ordned,  ATBl 
AgrsaenfaMois  roMo      iSii  Adae,  Tola.  1,  %  4 
S«prmmtati€M,  qtial^leailoK  t^.—Bt*  Imdm,  ToL  C 
Rtttgnation,  does  U  eaiu»  a  vaooMof  t—Set  Ad«a^  toL  1. 
AesofwKon  relattvo  to  the  deocaac  of  Chrielopfaer  KaaUo. 
81 ;  relative  to  a  weatem  armory,  47 ;  tolatlvo  to  r«lo- 
tlom  of  the  United  States  with  SoaU  AoMricaa  SUtoa, 
48-80;  ealllagfcr  InfiamatlonnlatlratoSoatkAMi- 
oaB  niatlo«tT<;  itiallTa  tonnattonnl  SoBtham 
T7;  nUtlTO  to  cargoeaof  itoWTamala,M;  rdsflr*  «• 
amandment  of  the  eonatltntlo^  U;  on  On  ajgrafria 
tion  for  the  Panama  Ulsrion,  90,  Si;  relatlvo  to  Oa  m»> 
alienation  of  Caba,  118 ;  relative  to  the  renudns  «f  Cesa. 
Perry,  908 ;  on  decease  of  NIeholas  Tan  Dyka,  Ml;  ok 
decease  of  Joeejdi  UoUvalne,  106;  on  appolntBaeat  «f 
oommlttees  in  the  E)enate,tI8;  rdattvotothe  emtpn 
tlon  of  Indiana,  840-848;  rdntlTO  to  iiimiaaiilinisal  n 
tho  Choelsw  lands,  847;  on  daasn  of  Babart  P.  Hamy. 
848 ;  OB  dsataaa  of  Jamaa  i<ikmm,  IDt,  on  daoaaaa  af 
Hanr/P.  iniBoii,  IBO;  «b  a  waatea  aiaasij.  MO;  oa 
free  negroea  In  the  Dlstriet  of  Columbia,  808;  nktlva 
to  the  Isthmna  of  Paasna,  188;  on  Interaal  hafwwve- 
ment,  880-S81;  relaUve  to  the  BsOaring  Qre^  888; 
nlatlve  to  the  Florid*  Indiana,  868;  relaUvo  to  nBavy 
Tatd  at  PhOadelpUiH  888;  on  nmoTslef  Cketiawla* 
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dUiu,  8flB;  OB  ezpoitstloii  of  fre«  p«ople  of  color,  8TO; 
on  the  appointment  of  Charge  des  AflUm,  871 ;  relftttn 
to  Berolntloiiftiy  pensioners,  810;  reUtlTo  to  preserva- 
tioD  of  Ut«  oak  timber,  8T0;  relative  to  land  titles  In 
Arkanaaa,  ST8 ;  on  the  aedlUon  law,  88S ;  reUtlre  to  snf- 
tsran  b7  fire  In  Alexandria,  S68;  relaUre  to  deaf  anil 
dnmb  aajinma,  408;  rolattra  to  0«orglA  and  Uu  Greek 
IwUmu^  US;  nlattn  to  a  maal  mond  Unaela  shoal^ 
d88;  reIatlT«totetrltoilalQ«T«niora,  W;  of  tiunksto 
the  Bpeaker,  4H ;  on  anbeeriptliat  to  a  EcfUter  of  De- 
bates, 4M;  retatlTe  to  Geo^  and  the  United  8Utes, 
4M-465 ;  relaUre  to  reporters  for  tbe  Senate,  4TS ;  rela- 
tlre  to  pnbUe  lands,  4T0 ;  relatire  to  sarrlvlDg  offleen 
«ftbe  BeTolatIoB,478;  onthedeeeaaeofUaJor-General 
Stown,M;  relatire  to  th*  public  debt,SS9i  TalaUTe 
toa^JonnmottiSeS;  rcUtlTe  to  th*  Bank  of  the  United 
fltatoii,611;KbtlT»toIaBdwainBti,a»;  leUttn  to 
«wegt«D  aimorf,  ttB;  ralatlT*  to  remorcl  of  the  In- 
diana, 029 ;  relattve  to  the  ooaat  tnaq)ortatlon  of  alavei, 
024;  reUtlre  to  a  oanal  In  Michigan,  68S;  relattre  to  a 
p^nUng  of  the  battle  of  Hew  Orieana,  tSl  \  relaUre  to 
the  ooast  snrre;,  640;  relatlTe  to  captured  Africans, 
«6;  rdatlTe  to  milttia  oourta  ourllal,  V0S ;  relative  to 
tha  deeeaao  of  O«oi|e  Holeonba,  888;  lelattv*  to  re- 
fnaehmmt,  088. 
JMfWuAnenl— Ib  tho  Honaa,  reaohithna  oouldend,  808; 
tk^  eontemplste  Qie  estabHahmant  «f  a  grand  natloul 
tmth— that  a  naUonal  debt  la  a  national  enrse,  and  shoald 
be  dlseha^ed  with  eonvenlent  doepatoh,  se> ;  other  prop- 
oalUoBs,  on ;  the  anneoeaaair  nnmber  of  oflIeer^  060; 
■alarfea  to  be  rednoed,  CTO;  nnneoeesary  expendltares  of 
pobllo  monejr,  970 ;  printing  la  the  flnt  Item  In  the  llat 
of  «traTagB0Ges,  670 ;  It  ti  said,  salaries  shonld  be  ro- 
daeed,  671;  nnemi^c^ed  mlHtaiy  oSeera,  871;  onrowa 
MoiponntlaD,  811;  eaa  any  otU  result  ftom  tadeilBK 
Oialnqnliyf  878;  aQ  tbe  pnblle  ezpandltarea  should  ba 
•ol^ected  to  a  moat  rigid  examination,  672;  thU  neoht* 
tion  cwnot  aooompliah  the  reform,  878;  dntlea  of  fifth 
andltor,  67S ;  the  inbjeot  of  oar  own  pay,  678. 

This  reform,  a  case  which  ooght  to  begin  at  home,  670 ; 
parUoolaia  in  which  tbe  expeuaa  of  the  Government 
are  too  high,  876 ;  whenever  money  la  plenty,  and  ever; 
thing  la  at  the  highest  prioe,  that  plea  forms  a  good 
Tsason  whjHtariea  most  be  Talasd,67T;  that  Is  a  good 
goverament  which  takes  from  the  people  nothing  that 
It  oan  spare,  678 ;  oltjeet  to  abollth  naelasa  (rfDoes^  rednoe 
•xtravagaut  salaries,  and  apply  the  savings  to  the  pay 
stent  of  the  debt,  OTO;  occasion  when  the  army  was  ro- 
dneed,  079;  bshionable  to  say,  we  are  discharging  tbe 
national  debt  i^idly,  070;  extlngnlahment  of  tha  debt 
has  been  n^U)/  aAvaMing,  680 ;  only  ou  UQ  passed 
tUa  sfsrion,  and  that  to  provide  pay  for  the  tMmben, 
BBO;  tbe  isntleman  from  Eentoeky  speaks  tha  honest 
optiilaD  of  aevni<al^tha  of  the  voten  of  the  country, 
ISO ;  It  la  aald  the  pattienlar  mlMihlef  shonld  be  pointed 
oat,  whieh  It  was  intended  to  remedy,  081 ;  the  adop- 
tloa  of  this  measore  wonld  do  good,  0S2 ;  let  na  begin 
by  rednefng  onr  own  compensation,  688;  amendment 
moved,  088;  not  reault  In  any  thing  beneficial,  069 ;  ob- 
Joot  to  Heartatn  If  abuas  uM  In  the  pabOo  expendl- 
taioa,0a8;  tf  abnaaaulat,  where ta tha  ftnltf  888;  the 
^lesUoii  ii,  whether  Oie  present  admlnistntioD  Is  • 
prodigal  and  wviteflil  one,  ornot,  688;  lfltlBso,Mthe 
ftot  be  made  to  iro^i  ■'■d  be  reported  to  oa,  and  let 
evoty  member  tremble  for  the  cunseqneDces  that  will 
Bwalt  him  from  an  indignant  pabllc,  084;  West  Point 
Academy,  084;  prevloua  propodtlon  presented,  084; 
laeommended  by  the  President,  680 ;  a  prospect  of  do- 
ing aonetUng;  685 ;  deair*  to  do  th*  paUlo  bostDCB, 
■ad  tatnni  home,  6a;  so  •xtnvagaMe  ta  nbnae  has 
feaaB  lyeaUUd,  088 ;  aineBdnwBt  to  the  ameiidnieBt  ot 


foied,8B6;  aot  consistent  with  the  dignity  cf  this  Hoos* 
to  entertria  JarlsiUctlon  of  any  qneetlon,  which  Is  either 
Intended  or  ealenlated  to  have  a  political  bearing  est 
either  poUtleal  party,  680 ;  InoompatlMe  with  the  Inter- 
ests of  the  ooantry  to  carry  on  this  discnaslon,  0B7 ;  two 
D^artmenta  of  the  OoTwnment  well  orgaalied,  087 ; 
how  were  these  ImprovenaeBts  eSlwt«d,88T;  Invalsto 
attempt  hanefielsl  reforms,  valess  proper  men  u*  el 
th*  bead  of  Departmeats,  68T;  the  Hoaae  apptm  to 
deem  the  Inqniry  necessary  and  proper,  668;  Adminls- 
traUoB  reapoBsfble  for  the  ^plication  of  the  Tirioa 
contingent  tnnia  placed  at  their  dispoaal,  688. 

This  Hoose  U  converted  Into  an  electioneering  arena, 
666;  the  amendment  and  the  pecnllar  state  of  things  la 
which  wears,  688;  no  nan  shonU  be  tmrted  to  try  hla 
own  case;  for  this  reason,  the  amendment  shoald  Bot 
paai;889;  tha  pabllc  mlad  In  a  atato  of  saidteneat  anek 
a*  most  ever  exist  oa  th*  ere  of  *  pt^ltloal  batUe,  88i; 
never  bnt  one  AdmlnlstTation  which  was  seriotuly  die- 
posed  to  give  np  Its  patronsge,  600 ;  we  are  asked  why 
do  yon  not  specify  f  601 ;  the  poblle  printing,  091 ;  other 
abnses,  80S ;  this  Inqnlry  will  end  In  smoke,  008 ; "  msster- 
ly  Inactivity,''  09S ;  noU,  6DS ;  dn^  of  the  Gommlttee  ob 
PabUe  Kxpeadltares,  808;  aeeeatlty  of  the  rseolntlon  pre- 
«Iiidod,688;  oldect  of  the  dUooadon,  688;  Vest  Polnt,G08; 
tbe  present,  an  boueat  AdmlnlstratiOB,  aMy  administered, 
698 ;  rapemnmeraries  at  West  Point,  608 ;  strange  eoona 
of  argnmen^  804;  let  as  se*  If  the  Administration  la  aa 
pure  as  they  wotUd  htT*  as  believe,  004;  abnses,  004;  • 
prospect  of  the  excitement  being  allayed  by  means  of 
the  resolntlon,  06O ;  this  Is  a  qneetlon  which  does  not 
eharaotoriie  party  In  this  Honse,  605;  numBer  Ib  which 
Oidets  were  Introduced  at  West  Poiat,  696;  boneflte  of 
the  Hllllaty  Academy  ire  given  to  Uie  woU-botn,  680; 
who  arein  tide  aeademyT  086;  tbesappoeed  prodiipiIHr 
and  extmraganoe  of  the  Qoverament  has  allbrded  a  rhfc 
tbome  for  declamation,  806;  uncharitable  to  make  tUs 
ehaige  vlthont  better  Information,  600;  this  Ullltaiy 
Academy  shonld  not  be  abolished,  807 ;  It  Is  complained 
tliat  there  are  now  aereral  sapemnmnaiy  oa^eta,  007 ; 
admonition  to  order,  OBT. 

What  waa  the  nigbial  reaoiuHon  f  OOS ;  the  Introdn^ 
tton  of  die  reeolntlan  not  ecasnrable,  008 ;  a  PreaUent 
not  leeelvlag  the  greateat  BBmber  of  votea,  608;  what 
deelaratloDB  have  been  made f  699;  the  AdmlnUtratloa 
ftar  BO  InqnIryor  scnitlny,  000;  a  word  In  regard  to 
Wast  Point,  600;  amount  of  the  snms  placed  at  the  dla- 
cretlonary  disposal  of  the  President,  700 ;  object  of  the 
flnt  proposition  of  the  amendment,  700;  the  next  in- 
qniry, TOO :  West  Point  more  eredltable  to  this  Govern* 
meat  than  any  other  Institution  In  It,  701 ;  Ito  whom  tt 
shonld  be  made  a  sehool,  701 ;  flirtber  rsmarka  relatlra 
to  West  Folat,  TOf ;  iuft4, 7DS;  Waahlagton  adduoed  m 
thefoaudsr  ofWeet Point, 708;  the  oOBtbigaBt Aiad e( 
the  GoremnuBt,  708 ;  a  well- timed  propoaltloB  for  re* 
tienelmientnotob}ecUonable,708;  ennseqaencesofbrlnf- 
Ing  tbe  Presidential  canvBiaIntothlsHuaae,tobedepre* 
cated,  704;  enbjecte  brought  nnder  disensslon,  704;  tbe 
AdmlnlitmtloB  of  WaahlngtoB  and  party  spirit,  705;  Ad- 
ministration of  JolbraeB,  TOS;  obiJeets  of  Mnglaf  theaa 
bets  forward,  708;  ibastnietare  of  our  laatltntloaa  a^ 
taek»d,700;  whaprofltwrnbedorivedhoraUdsdabatik 
187;  oTeT7«ne,almoetwlthoataxoq^tlon,eeemsto7leId 
assent  to  these  resolutions,  707;  tbe  people  win  attend 
to  the  election  of  President  themselves  If  permitted  so 
to  do^  707 ;  moat  formidable  prrparatloaa  Ibr  oontlnatBg 
the  debate,  708 ;  too  much  vigUanoe  cannot  exist  on  tho 
part  of  the  aatborlttes,  In  watching  the  pnblte  expendl- 
torea,  706;  can  not  expect  the  vtotorioas  party  to  seleet 
their  advenarlca  la  the  dlstrlbatkm  of  patronage,  TOOL 

Hie  ptomlBeat  polat  of  Inquliy  haa  now  bsestne  ft* 
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fiiNign  Mrrln  the  eonatrj,  uid  the  ezp«ndltnn  t>f 
tluftuuUsppnprlitvdfbrdefhkrInglta  ezpau*,T10;  an 
Importent  topic,  TIO;  lunrorderod  bftlia  oon»tltntloii, 
TIO;  tbelMrnlKtlTatli0Nto,711;  tlielawof  F«1>nuiT, 
1TBS,T11;  sabwqnent  wt%  711,711;  tiw  allomnow  to 
the  Pr«afd«iit  wera  tiM  Mil  oUier  Adnliilatratfanu, 
712;  Mr.  Adanu  had  nothiiig  to  dowlLh  lettllng  hli  own 
aeoouDts,  719;  no  foreign  Hinlaterbas  reooWed  less  than 
he,  TIS;  hlH  aerrleea,  TIS;  tlie  allowance,  718,  714; 
cbargea  npon  hia  friends,  TI4 ;  catrjltig  the  war  Into  Af- 
rica, 71fi;  a  matter  (tfre«untnotoriet7,71S;  charges,  717; 
diplonuttoexpuuMofOieOovemiiient,  718;  amall  al- 
lies, 718;  "valt,  walt,t&era  laaUon  In  the  path,"  710; 
parody,  719 ;  what  could  cauae  the  old  Bepnbllcan  party 
of  New  En^tknd  to  be  now  acting  with  naT  720;  Feter 
Porcnpine,  730;  MoD8ieDrUacon,T!0;  alliance  between 
two  great  leadera,  East  and  West,  721 ;  Gen.  Jackson's 
talenta,  781 ;  Tnlgar  error  that  learning  and  wisdom  aro 
S7B0ByiniHia, '72S;  Cromwell,  722;  Washington,  722; 
ttw  preaent  CaUnat,  722;  peooUariUei  of  talen^  728; 
fkutber  remark^  7Si-7S7. 

One  thing  to  oOln-  a  roHlathm  llks  th*  proient  and 
■sother  thing  to  voto  on  It,  788 ;  reason  wbr  the  resolu- 
tion should  not  have  been  brought  forward,  728 ;  points 
of  theresolaUon  considered,  729;  payment  on  the  debt, 
780;  how  is  the  annaal  expenditure  dlstribnted,  781 ;  if 
letreaohmeiit  wen  necessary  there  could  not  be  a  more 
IbToraUe  time,  78! ;  reasona  fbr  not  voting  to  lay  the 
iH^nUon  on  the  toble,  788;  the  diplomaUo  intoreoune 
of  the  ooontiy  has  been  eharged  with  mismanagement 
and  eztraraganee,  788 ;  this  point  considered,  T88, 784; 
Liberty  Is  a  pradons  gift,  78S ;  the  nature  of  man  la  the 
mma  ander  Bepnbllca  ivod  Uonarchles,  78S ;  the  Eepab* 
lie  is  always  in  moet  danger  In  times  like  the  present, 
788;  thepresent  Administration  have  not  the  least  claim 
to  mertt  for  paying  the  pnblio  debt,  786 ;  obserratlaas 
on  tlie  last  ProaMentlal  ekcdon,  TOC;  the  precedent  of 
tlM  last  eleetloDi  If  eonflimed  by  the  people,  will  be 
SHMt  daa(erou^  787;  what  was  theflmtimportantMtor 
the  present  Admtnlttration,  7B7;  tiie  oonUngent  e^ 
penseaofforeignInteroouise,7S7, 783;  did  Congress  erer 
muu  the  outfit  should  be  allowed  upon  the  transfbr  <rfa 
UlQlster  lh>m  one  oourt  to  another,  780 ;  aeooontsof  Hr, 
Adam^  789,  740;  constmcUTe  Joamey,  741;  UUIard 
tnble  in  the  Preddent's  Honae,  741 ;  In  what  manner 
ought  our  WnlrtaiB  to  q^paarnbroad)  70;  eampleof 
the  Bomana,  741. 

Two  ftatnraa  oommon  to  all  Um  propoaltlona,  Ttt; 
reaaoQs  lot  %  rerlafon  of  tho  axpensea,  T4i;  It  to  sold  the 
Administration  is  dlstlngnlshed  for  eztntofdinary  econo- 
my, 744;  examined,  744;  amonnt  of  oontrlbutions  lerled 
on  the  people^  740;  true  mode  of  testing  the  economy  of 
the  QoTenunent,  74C;  extract  from  Jefferson's  Heaaoge, 
T4T;  what  re^Mct  haa  been  paid  by  the  Adininlstntion 
to  tboae  giaat  maxima  of  llsoal  responsibUity  Inonlentad 
1)yJeSlH»OB,748;  whyla  the  propoaltiw  of  retrraeh- 
ment  met  as  an  attaek  on  the  Administration  748;  sums 
ftiraished  the  preaent  Administration,  749;  Increase  In 
the  aggr^te  expenditnrea,  750;  EzeCDtlre  reeponsltde, 
TOO;  further  debate,  761 ;  resolutions  adopted,  lOL 

Snmut  CutUn.—Set  /ndee,  vol.  ^ 

JlMenwe,  CollteUo»  <^.~S»t  I%da>,  toL  S. 

fMenue,  Bill  for  the  dIstrtbaUon  oi;  SSGL 

JKwoImHmi,  AiroMntr  Q^leartqf;— iBtho  Houa,Bblllfor 
tba  relief  of;  eonddared,  218;  the  offleers  <rf  the  amy 
Independent  of  their  military  ooonpatlons,  had.  In  com- 
mon with  their  fbllow-elttiens,  to  bear  loaaea,  S18;  let- 
ter of  Washington,  210 ;  manner  In  whieh  the  offlcers 
were  paid,  819;  proceedlnga  in  relation  to  the  offlcers 
•Bhaequenttol788,930;  after  the  l^pse  of  so  many  years, 
th^  dlHonlty  In  BettUng  the  oialina  of  the  uffioen  on  any 


aeonrate  piindple,  280;  the  coarse  porsoed,  ttl;  the 
right  of  the  elalnianta  ia  founded  i^cnnaolama  aawti^ 
dalUwmtely  entered  into  between  the  ofiem  ud  their 
Ooremment,  211;  drcnmstaans  whkft  pnoodad  aat 
lad  to  Ua  adiqitloB,  292;  what  engifeaicnt  motm  •Wt|»- 
toryf  what  oontnet  ooold  create  n  dearer  «r  fas- 
pose  a  stronger  obligation  T  221;  haa  the  fl-TTrmmant 
performed  Its  part  of  the  contract  T  233 ;  the  obtlguka 
a  contract  can  only  be  dissolved  by  the  same  power  that 
created  it,  282;  wbkt  is  the  cause  of  their  centLued 
poverty  and  diatreasf  228;  the  CommuLaUoa  Act  ef 
1788;  S88;  ita  operation,  228;  shall  wa  set  ^  tfane  la  tar 
of  Oieir  daim,  and  say  we  bold  you  to  the  ntrietaBt  let- 
ter of  the  eontrnot,  284;  did  tiMy  arer  rafkM  to  vtatA 
and  meet  the  enemy  becanse  tb^  wore  not  paid  aa  the 
Qovemment  promised  T  224;  not  more  than  Mie  then 
sand  dalmants  under  this  act  of  every  dosertptloii,  Ifi; 
the  claim  of  tbeee  offlcen  dote  not  rest  upon  gntl- 
tode  alone,  225;  the  history  of  this  claim,  8Sft;  actfau  ctf 
CongreM  in  1779,  289;  the  batf-pay  reeolnCioa,  £K; 
bow  was  this  connaet  perfbrmedf  286;  bow  did  the 
offlcen  aetf  188;  did  the  Ooremment  em  porfoem 
Its  second  atlpulaUon  to  the  offlceraf  23d;  tba  m^ 
murlalists  ask  for  the  equitable  performance  ot  a  ees* 
tract,  226 ;  what  wore  the  terms  of  the  contract  betwean 
the  Qovernment  and  the  memorialists  f  228 ;  it  Is  '''""il 
needless  to  say  that  the  opinions  of  Qen.  Waahlngtan  ea 
this  subject  are  entitled  to  tmpUdt  oonfldenoa,  £27;  ac- 
tion of  Congress,  227 ;  bow  was  the  contract  pufonnad 
on  the  part  of  tho  Ooreramentr  227;  otte  tothooa- 
oera,t87;  no  peT^nnonce  of  this  new  eontnot,  tSS;  they 
abandoned  the  power  of  compelling  a  redraw  of  tbdr 
individual  grievances,  283. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  provide  n  eompcnenika 
for  a  lues  the  surviving  ofBeers  of  the  SevolotlMt  hna 
snstained  In  consequence  of  tbdr  oot  recetvlng  wim 
they  were  entitled  to,  8SS;  what  wen  theyoBtltled  tol 
S2S ;  statement,  229;  the  government  to  bmutd  to  make 
good  any  loss  that  oeeuired  In  eoaaeqnenc*  of  M  U- 
flUlng  Its  eontraet,  829;  the  soldlen  of  the  Sercdoiiea, 
280 ;  their  wagea  280 ;  Independently  of  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  paper  we  have  never  paid  tbe  ftiil  f^-iw  ef 
the  paper  or  certlfleates  which  we  compelled  tba  seller 
to  receive,  280;  the  soldier  had  a  right  to  decaaad 
money  of  us,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  bo  was  In 
the  Qtmoat  need  of  it,  280;  eiatma  which  rhain  auldien 
might  present  npon  na,  8S1 ;  dlstreas  of  tbe  aimy,  XU ; 
grounds  upon  which  Iqjnstlee  haa  been  done  to  tbe  sal- 
die  re,  881 ;  who  are  the  men  whom  we  hare  tbns  gitev 
ously  wronged  f  282;  sUtements  of  the  Hewbnix  let- 
ters, 282 ;  it  Is  said  the  dda  of  the  ofBeen  is  one  not 
of  Justice  but  of  gratitude,  983 ;  bow  wns  this  aceonnt 
paid  which  It  is  wished  to  oondder  as  dosed  f  28V;  It  it 
•old  that  other  daaaes  suffsred  as  much  as  ibaw  te 
whom  relief  U  now  ■oBght.tSS;  it  la  hM  that  tbo  nBaf 
wbidi  tUs  Un  providea  Is  a  premium  m  old  wg»,  W; 
tbe  standing  debt,  239 ;  now  is  the  time  for  tba  perform- 
ance  oftUsact  if  it  iserer  tobemade,  988. 

In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  provide  for,  coosldeied,  CIS; 
object  to  provide  both  for  tbe  offioen  and  soMiera,  4T9 ; 
If  any  discrimination,  It  abonld  be  In  Ihvor  of  tbe  toJ- 
dlen,479;  Importance  and  deUcAcy  of  the subjeot,  C%\ 
difflculUee  whidt  attend  ■  iatlBaMtoiy  determinatien, 
dT9;  tba  MUiaa  in  vhtoh  th^  wen  Mgagad,  dSO;  tba 
pnnalse  made  by  Oongreas,  MO;  naalto  aubmlttod  \j 
the  ehalrman  cS  the  committee,  480 ;  Anther  foots,  4S1 ; 
orgnmenta  advanced  by  the  opponenta,  4S8;  system 
puxsned  to  tbepurcbasersof  public  lands,  4S2;  not  been 
the  practice  of  Qie  government  to  act  tbe  part  of  Bhy- 
hMkwIth  Ita  dtlHoa,488;  the  petltloiwn  eomplaiMd 
that  tbdr  panoMl  ii^«m  not  mndttodapoidw 
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thdr  IndlTldiul  oouuit,  488;  it  to  Mid  the  tmsItIiic  of 
flte  OBiBBnitithn  aerUflMtcB  inut  be  preanned  to  be  «a 
MMnt  to  tbdr  being  eonildered  ■  fall  nttdkotlM  at 
thdr denude M;  Ittould  thto ootnmatstlon ozdted 
sodiMattaflutloB  Kttbe  tiiiM,4U;  was  OuMttf  e«n> 
mntktloii  Jiut  In  Iia  ezHutloar  489;  objectlou to  tha 
axA  ot  oommntatloii,  4SS;  Impoelng  cbusotei  of  the 
Moment  In  &vot  of  the  soldlar,  480;  cutnae  of  appre- 
ItanBion  tmn  thla  bU]  artalag  m  a  preeedant,  480 ;  tha 
■trongett  objectton  agalut  the  paaaafa  of  tbo  bill,  4ST ; 
what  an  tha  gnmnda  on  which  penstoiia  bar*  bean 
gca&tad,  488;  aikad  If  OwMial  TaabiDftM,  wbUat  at 
the  head  <tf  tha  goranimMt,  avar  laeominaaded  tUi  to 
the  notlee  of  OoDgrais.  4i8a. 

Hninbar  of  dalmantt,  480 ;  fhnilllea  of  deoaasad  offiears 
have  aa  strong  claims  as  tha  snirlrara,  490 ;  tha  prorolta 
suidft  In  1781,490;  oar  gratitude  has  been  inrokedon 
this  oecaalon,  491 ;  an  error  that  the  Indapandanoa  of 
tUa  conn  try  was  aohlarad  801017  ^7  ragolar  umj, 
491;  devotion  of.  the  offieata,  491;  Marlon  and  Somter, 
493;  anfleili«i  of  dttaans  ot  South  Carolina,  49S;  tbo 
flist  eback  to  British  amu,  498;  It  haa  baan  Mdd  that 
tha  regolar  moj  defended  the  Senthem  States,  491;  It 
to  aald,  that  In  eatabUahing  the  finding  a^rstem  Congresa 
bad  done  IqjDstlce  hj  defrrrlng  a  portion  of  tha  Intareat 
fbr  ten  fears,  494;  the  offlcera  of  the  Bavolotlonaiy 
armj  have  been  more  Uberallj  proTlded  for  than  aaj 
other  daaa  of  men,  494;  ftirthar  debate,  49iM98. 

The  turrMng  offloers  «C  tha  BoTolntlonair  armjr 
<jUEn  the  parftmnanee  of  a  pomtoa  <tf  half'paj  fbr  Ufa, 
8U;  the  direct  eTldenee  of  a  Tolnntarr  aooaptaoM  of 
tto  OMnmotatlon  bj  the  offleera,  la  of  the  moat  oondn- 
alra  eharaetar,  048;  satlsfoctorr  beyond  a  reasonabla 
doobt,  049 ;  tha  motlre  of  Congresa,  MS ;  eliJin  adrooa- 
ted  on  oominon  tow  prlnclplea,  also  on  principles  most 
Ubaral  and  oqnltable,  K48 ;  annnl^  tablea,  U4 ;  tha  in- 
Talld  pension  roll,  M4;  t&rther  debate,  W;  tdlltotdon 
thotaUe^B4&  * 

In  tiia  Senate,  a  bill  to  prorlde  far,  eonildered,  B88; 
aome  of  them  wealthy,  068;  no  plodgo  glTon  that  the 
claim  sbonld  not  be  further  nrged,  988 ;  It  to  mU  this 
bin  vIU  swell  the  pension  list,  082 ;  tbalr  nnmber,  088 ; 
their  pride  rerolta  at  the  Idea  of  being  placed  as  pension- 
era,  088 ;  no  danger  of  frauds,  083 ;  no  dllBoolty  In  ascer- 
taining the  iodlTldiiato  entitled  to  the  beneflto<tf  the 
Un,  088;  to  whom  the  bill  ^>pliaa,  088;  an  approach 
towaida  the  payment  of  a  debt,  088;  noTor  waa  a  ttme 
whan  the  dtotroMea  of  the  people  wore  giaatn^  W8; 
peenUar  natnre  of  the  claims  of  these  ofBoers,  084 ;  object 
of  the  bin,  081;  Airther  remarka,  664;  wiU  the  Senate 
adopt  a  prindple  wbleh  has  never  been  acknowledged, 
In  &Tor  of  theaa  offloeraf  085;  these  persons.  In  soma 
reqteota,  peenllarly  nnfortnnate,  080 ;  it  to  said  the  peu- 
sion  system  baa  already  been  carried  too  Ihr,  086;  what 
are  the  oltfeetlau  against  thto  bin,  080;  It  tosrid,  itwlll 
iBTtdre  m  In  a  charge  of  unknown  eztent,06B;  to  it 
well  (bonded,  089;  It  to  said  the  i^eratlai  of  the  bm 
will  be  nneqnal,  068 ;  that  the  present  time  to  not  tns- 
pldons,  088;  that  It  onght  sot  to  pass  becaose  those 
who  hare  spoken  In  Its  ftvor  hare  placed  It  on  dUbrent 
grounds,  630 ;  the  bill  baa  been  before  the  BcDate  ander 
peculiar  ciroumstanoea,  667 ;  these  clalnia  cannot  be  ee- 
tabltobed  to  a  court  of  equity,  POT ;  If  it  was  an  equitable 
dalm,  Ulo  legal  r^voantatfvea  had  anaaqnal  right  to 
dalm  the  proTtotoa  aa  tha  ■nrrlTliig  oOean^  087;  laid 
Ml  the  Ubie  and  he  printed  068;  anfroiaadfar  athird 
reading,  088. 

SwvobaUmarif  BontUy  LandM,~-SM}ndt»,  toL  S. 
BnoMtofuirjf  Land  WarraKU.—ln  the  Hona^  a  teaola- 

tlon  of  ioqairy  relative  to  the  number  iasoad,  aouddw- 

ed^OL 


itMe  ialoMlL  <idmM««^,-Aa  AdM,  Ttd.  1. 

SicumaoK,  Joasrai  BijwaantatlTa  tnm  JlWi,  6O61 

BiMKLT,  Bb»t  IL,  on  rapadUv  Oe  duty  on  aalt,  990-498; 
Senator  from  IMawan,  487. 

SiTLBT,  Jahub  W.,  BepraaentatlTC  from  Heine,  009.  * 

Birn,  WiLUAJi  (i,  on  the  Panama  Mlaslon,  104 ;  on  Inter- 
nal Improrcment,  800-869 ;  on  suftsrers  by  fkie  In  Alex- 
andria; 891 ;  Sepreaentatlre  from  Virginia,  008;  en  re- 
trenchment, 748k  jSss  Indea,  vols.  7,  6i 

Road*  and  Caaaia,  nrvegiJbr.—SH  iadm,  vol  T. 

Boada,  I^—Saalndtm^  Ttda.  8, 7. 

ilockfi,  Pott,  repair  vf,  i%  JBtttttf^LSta  Indmi,  ToL  8. 

Boad  from  Detroit  to  Chteoffo.  Itoadfiiom  Ptnaaeeia  to 
Bl.  AttguilUta.  Soad  firom  G4orffta  to  2fi»to  Oritaitt. 
—8t»  IndM,  T0I  & 

Boad  Me  Tbrrtiory  qf  Artanmu.—ln  the  Senate,  a  bill 
to  anthoriie  the  President  to  oonstraet  a  road  from  Fort 
Smith  in  ArViimai  to  Natdiitoohca  in  Louisiana,  oinisld- 
ered,  9TS ;  amount  appropriated,  STt;  the  tonda  throngh 
wUdt  It  runs  are,  almeat  ezalnalTdy,  the  proper^  of 
the  United  Btatea,  979;  motion  towder  the  bOi  tobo 
aagnias0d,loat,879;iMi(i,9T8;  raeOBaMarad,  998 ;  pamad, 
S8»;fkrt«,S89. 

liW  TarHtofV  1/ JHeA^rofh—In  the  Senate,  a  bin 
to  proTide  tor  laying  oat,  eonaidered,  98S;  the  Improre- 
monta  of  most  vital  Importance,  S39 ;  impoitanec  of  the 
road  fbr  militair  porpoaea,  ;  the  prtnelpU  wdl  ea- 
laMkhed,  S88;  Aeta  retotlve  to tta  imporiaaea,  988;  peo- 
ple ot  the  Waat  more  thas  any  otboii  of  equal  nnm- 
ber for  the  Bupport  of  the  l^eaaory,  988;  a  new 
otjeeUon  to  the  road,  that  it  runs  through  one  of  the 
Stetea  of  the  Union,  288;  tdU  laid  on  the  table,  S88; 
Aoto,S88. 

Boad  Statf  or  TirrUorUt,  d^irtnco  ftstoean.  JTofo, 
ST9,S88,98Sl 

SoAXM,  JoE»,  SeprsfientatiTe  from  Tiii^a,  909.  Sao  In- 
daa^ToLfi. 

Ihoum,  A•Hln,WltlleTawop1lrAaB^ST5;  on  the  grad- 
ual improrement  of  the  Bavy,  899;  Senator  ftam  Rhode 
lalaod,  487;  on  the  anrrivlng  offlcera  of  the  Bevolu- 
tlon,  480;  on  the  duty  on  molasaaa,  689.  Bto  IttdM, 
vol.8. 

Boons,  Jun  A.,  letter  to  Got.  Tionp  on  Oroek  Indians, 

sua. 

BowAX,  JoKir,  Senator  from  Kentnekr,  467 ;  on  the  powwa 
of  the  Yiea  Prarideat,nS;  on  the  blU  relative  to  the  Jo- 
dldal  pro  earn,  (08;  oa  the  doty  on  lead,  091;  on  tha 
duty  on  cordage,  OM.  jSss  IndeCB,  waL  & 

BiraouB,  Bukajcdt,  on  the  road  in  wt^higm,  tS8;  on  the 
duty  on  salt,  BB7 ;  Senator  ftom  Ohio,  487 ;  on  a  gnnt 
oflandtoEenyonCoUege,  000.  fis« /ndeai,  vtd.  & 

jettfst  and  (Trderii— In  the  Honse,  remarks  upon,  W. 

Btn^su,  VtuuH,  Bepraaantattvo  from  QUa,  WK 

S 

SaUDuti/andnMi»fBotMfy.~SeoIfKioB.t6LS.  DhUm 
on  Importo. 

SAnromo,  Nathax,  on  the  duty  on  salt,  990;  Senator  from 

HewToA,4e7.  ^  Ad«n,  vcda. 0,  0, 8. 
SAVWDaaa,  BomrLin  U.,  m  titeaeooutta  ti  Ksnioe,  9SQ. 
AiwhimA,  riK^  9!— Aa  Ate^  ToL  1> 
BAwm,  Lmnm.,  oa  tha  Panama  Uasloi^  SOS;  on  a  aanl 

academy,  406;  Bopraeentatlre  from  North  (brcdlna, 

001.  A•A(IsB^V(ds.8,4,^7,a 
5bAooI  XoMds  4f» /(wUtmo,— In  the  Senate,  a  bai  lelatlra  toh 

considered  and  ordered  to  be  eagroaaed,  470, 
Soamon,  protteUon  ^.—S»t  Indm,  vols.  8. 4. 
Stamon,  F&rtign  Mmhani^Su  Indoa,  toL  0. 
Acrt  ^  ffevef Mwnl.— Ae  A(f«iH  Tola.  1, 9, 8,  & 
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Bt4Mo»  X<M0.— In  th«  Honae,  ruoIutlvaB  relattr*  Dt,  889; 
ft  pMAmbto  wd  raadatloQ  reUtire  to,  anbmlttad,  Ml; 
M«I4Mttoaulct  flw  part  aalMonlaBt  toujrpoipoM 
of  mtaaiponTrazdt6DMiit,ai;  »  quMtlonpni^^tf 
stMtTMt  JtwtlM  ud  oonfOtatloBal  U«,  «n ;  UdmOe 
taM«,  OL 

S»a4Mo»  Low  o/im— Am  Ate^rda.  ud  Mat, 
T<d.  S.— i}^ftm«XiP»  Mta*trM  and  SmMMtm  AwNm 

&n«<»(>Z«  For.— <Sw  /imIm^  toL  & 

Bmata  ooiiTanM  tX  Meond  SMrfon  of  19th  CongrsM,  M8; 
ft^lonnntf  elow  of  SMxntdBeMton  of  Itth  Oongnea,  9U; 
•oavesMfttflartiMibnor  9athCoii(raM,MT;  uSianm 

■t  doW  of  flnt  MHlOB  of  SOttl  CoBgfMi^  MSi 

SnnuT,  lomr,  Bcpw^aUUTO  from  PeBDSjlTuU,  M; 

on  retnoobmaot,  787.  Bt»I»d»m,vf^t,i,'l,  & 
ftmiovB,  Hoii.no,  Senator  tnm.  Termont,  MT.  Stt  A- 

dff^  Tob.  T,  8l 

SUMPUUi,  A.      BepnMBttttro  from  Haiti)  OuoUna,  410. 

Snx,  Tboxu      BapreHBtatlTe  ftom  PemMylvuda,  SB. 

Snum,  HAmunxL,  on  payment  of  deporl«dd»TM,S09; 
Binator  fkom  IfMiiiiliiiwtra  447;  on  the  Fnadk  Oolo- 
aMTna«,5a-6l&  AmTMmb, toIl <,r. 

Aim  2V«d(^  ^f^-tMM.— /A<f«9,  Ttdi.  ti  4;  t; 

Aw«  r«tMfn  Moolntttm  reUtlTe  to  turpm  Vt,  ifc 

iSZooM,  ooHm  ^  /fMHotui.— iSm  /fufM,  ToL  A. 

AwM  jD^mtMIL— In  tlM  Senate,  tlie  blU  to  piovtde  for 
Um  MtUement  of  dalma  nndar  the  lint  ■rtlole  of 
Uie  tnaltf  Ot  Ohen^  eowldered,  806;  nrlons  ob> 
Jeetlone  olhMd,  80B;  tbo  blU  «nfi«eea  upon  the 
United  States  the  ■ItoiMUnof  alflMt  tnUas  the  mobef 
ud  gMiig  Amv  per  «ent  IbUtm^  or  of  tainittBg  It  in 
ftu  par  eaot  itM^  SN ;  irii J  not  M  the  OomodMloiiera 
gin  the  IntAMBt  and  ptoflt  on  tUa  awn  dne  flia  claim* 
■atatotiwmTSOB;  two  ^ana  snggaated,  one  tod^Malt 
In  the  Treaani7  and  emptoj'  It  aa  well  aa  poaalble,  and 
tba  otbar,  to  tnveat  it  In  aome  prodnettTO  stoek,  8M; 
ftuther  ol^eeUona  to  the  tonth  aeetton,  809, 810 ;  amend- 
vaoli  moved,  ni;  ordored  to  a  third  leadlnf,  SU;  r»- 
«ommttted,niL  AwiMM^nLl  Do, fl«MT«-^A« 
MtB^TCla.  flt  fl^  T.  Ihk,  importrtton  aC-A« 
ToL  6,  and  Adea^  toL  8;  dotlea  «i  tanporta.  Da,  In- 
domnltjr  for.— ^Sm  Zitd^n,  toL  6.  Do^  migration 
iSm  Adeo,  ToL  &  Do.,  patitlona.— Sm  Jiidae,  Ttdi.  1, 
8,  4,8. 

SoMt,  ooatt  iramporiaUon  ^  eonaidered,  M4 

AtoM  Trad*,  mpprt—ion  qf  (Aa.— In  the  Senate,  ■  bin  oon- 
ildeird,  «•;  olfeet  of  the  larfa  wpn^rlatton,  106;  any 
nport  on  ftwBK  eipandltiiraa,  Wx  protest  asalBSttke 
mauwrlnwUeh  It  Is  broo^  Mta«  the  BMMta^  WT. 
Am  ind«,  voti.  S,  T. 

ffnvery  Me  iNatrM  ({^  OMwhMo.— In  the  Hoaa^  a  me- 
morial, that  all  dklldren  hereafter  bom  In  the  DIrtrlot, 
of  Blare  parents,  ahall  be  ftee,  eonaidered,  416;  ire  are 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  JMstilot,  IIS;  the^ 
have  noTolee,41&;  they  bare  not  petltloaad,iU;  print- 
ltt(  opposed,  110;  motirea  of  the  p•tltlraoI^  41S;  the 
paper  abooU  not  ba  promnlcaled  la  order  of  tUs 
H(rass,4M;lsldonthstabk,4I6i  fiMAtf«^T<d.B. 

Stemrji,  rssoMVoM  rsftiMae  to,  f»  Maw  Sofa.— iSm  JimIm, 
Tols.  8, 6,  and  /xda^  voL  S,  TvrritorUa. 

Rawv,  Ntgra,  *n  AwM  AtmH^—S**  Indm^  ToL  8. 

BLOun,  Jonir,  Bepresentattre  tnm.  OhlOt  OIOl 

Stfovptnf  Vaf,— ^  Adsa^  ToL  7. 

Bun^  J«B«,  tha  eaao  o£--i8to  Acta,  vd.  & 

AMB^nned  resarfu  JIm  Aden  vol  & 

Bum,  Bamdu^  on  tha  irtlsf  of  landattoMrr  aOeai^  IBl; 
M  the  toad  to  HMIgaBiItt;  oa  Oe  relief  of  anSteeis 
at  Alezandrta,  988;  on  the  dntf  OB  salt,  SS>^;  on 
payment  of  deported  darea,  808 ;  on  the  sradnal  Im- 
proTemeat  of  the  H8Tr,881;  Senator  ftam  Ifaiyland, 


487;  on  IndemnUeatkn  to  fot»lgaa»a,  4T4 ;  «■  tta 
en  of  the  TIm  Frsddsnt,  09T;  on  the  pabHe  Mt,  M; 
OB  the  VVeadt  Colonial  trade,  W;  on  tbe  <tatf  anMlt, 
918;  onfheavrvlTaisaf  tbeBevolntlaiB,  Wi;«anp^ 
«f  the  OnmboriSBd  road,  868 ;  ea  Ibe  dm^  OB  vnaia^ 
BB8;^thedatr«ntodlgOtiBB,BI^SR;«  On 
•n  mxdlan  Uanketa,801;  m  the  da^  m  A%MB^ 
^  Aden,  Tob.  t,  8,  i,  Bs «,  7,  & 

Bun,  Wouut,  m  the  dntr  on  salt,  989 ;  oa  tka  f^''™*" 
tton  8oelet;r,  818;  oa  the  pi^Bient  for  deported  riam^ 
808;  oBtheKmdnallmpnmmoatof  thoNaTj,  I8i,fl8; 
oa  the  Ohio  TnniiAe  UU,  M8;  fleaater  ttwm  Boaft 
0Br«UH,48r;  MtheaarrM^oSaen  oTtha  Bento* 
tloa,4a8;  tmtlio  powers  of  ftsTlaaPRaMcat,S8r-<U: 
en  the  oOee  of .SIit)or4totnl,  011;  sa  tba  aaiiliwa 
of  theBeTohitlea,88l;  ontfceda^oanwwel^lli. 

Siirni,  Oum  H.,  Bupi  ustalslhu  ftem  r-^i— ^ 

Shttb,  Auxuroan,  BeprsHBtatlTa  ftsn  Ttaiialit  MIL  At 
Adeas,  Tok.  fl,  7,  & 

BMiertoftX*  £wofcitio«.— As  Adeai,  Tob.  %  %. 
.JflMrfod*  .SKatec-^  Adsa^  Tda  1;  T. 

A«A  airaMaa,eMss(y:-lBtkoBeaBl^nlffi  Ar^si. 
Jnstnaat  ef  the  eUiM  Boatt  Oui^a  viart  ih* 
United  Btatss,  eoastdered,  BSfc 

Bpo*»^rotiJloatitmqf  (As  aVsB»<i^iai«;-JlMA*H¥Ai: 

^^Me<s  AvimmIs.— As  Adsa^ToLOL 

i^pee«^  JpoMporlttflsii  «;  to  9i«Ma  MHtf  ailiili  fci 
Jndtm,  voL  T. 

BnASirB,  PiLBO,  on  the  MaMe(ilnipi«s  mlHttft  Btota^  W; 

ontbsreUef  ^revolntloaaiyolBeeiikMt;  XcpsasMto- 

ttvaftamlUaatMI.  As  AdlM^'ToL  B. 
BFnaa,  MiOKAat  ft,  BsprsssatstlTB  ftam  llaiylsad,  Wfc 
BrmsnnT,  Wiuxuc,  BepresentattTa  from  fJUn,  till 
AdHMHiiff  OfnmMMt*  <i/'  Hs  besots.— The  moda  «f  «A 

appointment  dlBeDssed,  978, 
atatt  BaianC9».—8M  Indtm,  toL  1 
at.  I>tniUtifO.—Sa6  ^^dea,  Ttda.  S,  T. 
St0i>ograplurs,  In  the  Honse  debate  relatlre  to,  aOBL 
Stsramsoa,  Juam  8.,  BepreaentatlTo  Ataa  Pcaaa^iM^ 

808;  on  the  Creek  Tna^,M7;  oaaaflkraia  fcrln  la 

AleiEandrIa, 868.  AsAdsB,ToL& 
BTKTsmon,  Axinxw,  on  duties  on  wool  ud  woolkaa,  MC; 

remaAs  on  a  vote  of  thanks,  480 ;  eleetad  Speaker,  801; 

remarks,  809 ;  BepresentaUre  from  Tbglnla,  <H  Sm 

Adee\  vol.  & 

Bmiasna.  Josa  B.,  BeprsssntatlTe  from  PcBni9traala,8K 
Btswabi^  Ahbssw,  em  reUsf  to  the  FlarUa  lafiw^  IS^  M.i 
BepreeentstlTe  fkom  PMin^^nnia,  MV;  «b  the  if 
tha  United  States  no;  «B  rsAmckBM^aSt.  AaA- 
dsa^Td.BL 

,«toal;  net  MUUmi  JTsml-As  AdM,  tsL  6l 
Stous,  HottB^  on  Baffereia  byflra  in  Al«xaadrfa,8eS; 
on  the  FoUr  expedition,  418;  on  the  Brfdah  Oataatal 
Trsde,  498;  on  lire  oak  timber,  454;  IltpiusMtaiUs 
from  New  York,  <0»;  on  the  cose  ef  Harigar  JTAmm- 
We,  685;  on  a  patntliw  of  the  battia  of  Kow  Ot^a, 
888.  AsAdsar,Tiris.8;T,8. 
SaowMt  Joan  O.,  BepresentattT*  fkom  Now  Toifc,  Ml 
Bnoaa,  Jau,  on  graata  to  Os  Qn^air  ladiai^  dH; 
resentatire  from  Hew  Toric,  909;  oa  llie  lasa  iif  Mai|| 
ay  D'ADterire,  699. 
S>ijr«rer$  otAtmuidria,  rtO^i^f  the,— In  the  Seaata,  laare 
Mked  and  obtained  to  bring  In  a  bU  for  the  tMrf  ef  tk 
Indigent  snlferera  by  lire  to  Akaaadria,  tat;  a  M»art  ■ 
irideh  it  wonld  be  Inpnpor  aad  lasipedleattolaglriM% 
186;  these pe<^ under  tiMoamof  tlM  Ualtad  8l*ik 
186;  Bballar  relief  glrea  It  Osagrsm,  9BS;  eanot  |Bd 
oar  hands  Into  tits  poAots  itf  oar  eaaadtaeam  who  hsd 
•offared  eqnslly  hy  the  ssme  dSToorlag  elw  sat,  986; 
bill.  987;  In  the  HonseareeolntloateiTO«*P**a*aa— 
forthsrslisfoteoasldatad,888;  better  to  wlthdnw  ths 
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TMcriaUoD  till  extent  vt  th«  iniary  ean  b*  known, 
888 ;  qoMtion  of  nfbraaoo  dlacnawd,  868;  bUl  mpocM, 
88<;  «ct«Bt«ftlMAra^884;inoTedtoflUtli«U«ikirtt]k 
9Mjm,  Ki;  ptMmbl*  oAnd  to  the  bm,  864;  am  of 
Imaa  Foil,  885;  Ooiip«M  paemwi  ae  poirer  to  veto 
awajr  the  pobUe  taootf,  ezoept  for  pnblle  pnrpoaM,  886 ; 
whtn  WM  It  wntonded  before  thet  Con^reH  had  not  the 
power  embtkoed  In  the  bill,  880 ;  pieMdenls,  985;  ftu^r- 
It7  pretended  to  be  deitred  bom  the  d«ue  giving  ex- 
diialre  jDrlidletjon  orer  Uie  Dlstriot,  885;  aet  giving 
relief  to  CtnocM  read,  888 ;  the  power  wUch  mart  b« 
ioitained  b7  tbie  HooM  before  ttdi  bill  oosU  pua  to  MM 
at  glgwitle  ud  Oimiag  exton^  888;  after  wttneali 
ttetoetieof  drtreM  It  b  bnpoMlUe  to  leAus  Biwt  to 
this  bill,  888;  powers  of  the  Genend  and  Btato  Oorem- 
mesta,  88T;  preoedenti  of  no  entboritj,  88T;  we  area 
I.egUiitiire  for  the  IHatrict  as  well  B8  for  the  Union,  88T ; 
we  hafe  power  to  talu  the  money  of  the  people  of  thla 
DMrfctbr  tsx,  and  U  the  power  denied  ne  to  retnnt  them 
the  whole  or  taj  portion  of  itf  SST;  where  Is  the  gn- 
preme  legtatatlTe  power  over  tkle  district,  and  In  whom  T 
888;  wtoua  aeta  Coiigww  nlatliig  to  the  Dlatile^ 
888;  wehidd  noihireof  the  euHier  In  the  Tyearaij  a* 
the  memtj  of  the  Btataa,  and  uotber  in  our  eharaetor  aa 
the  laglsUtnre  of  the  Dletriot,  888;  what  were  the  dr. 
ODmatueeaT  888 ;  the  anthority  fbr  the  ezoloalTe  legta- 
latta  eonld  Ihlrlf  embrace  all  the  exerdse  of  power 
mniwaij  for  the  meaanie,  888 ;  eooatltatlOB*^  otrfeotioiM 
da  not  vplr>M*;  tta  power  «l  apprapilnting  pablio 
BMDer  in  thla  dkMet  InaepBBbl*  to  amhialTe  lagiaiatloD, 
880;  ttlaa&OTdlMiyfkmatleiiQf  unai«lpalpawer,ae0; 
sooid  not  CvBsraw  MHwt  poor  Uwi  Ibr  the  dMriat  f  880 ; 
no  ematttotlonal  qneatlon  InvtdTed  In  the  ceee,  8M; 
ooaaUtutlonal  dat;  of  protection  and  an  act  of  homaalty, 
881 ;  If  the  power  to  giro  tUg  mouej  do«e  not  ertee  ont 
of  the  Tight  of  exdoalve  legMatlon,  then  It  la  admitted 
webeTeitnot,8»l;  whatlathia  bllirsai;  does  It  eon- 
tdn  tuf  tUng  moro  than  •  atmiri*  |lftr881;  witbont 
nfersoee  topabUe  neaa  or  pabUo  serrleee,  88L 
A  qneatton  tsveeUnc  the  gsnt  of  ntUonal  laada, 

•n ;  whenee  do  wo  deriT*  ou  power  to  mtae  moBor  ■bA 

apply  ltT88l;tfsni^pllcatlon  of  the  poblle  mono]',  like 
this,  esn  be  eovered  under  the  power  of  excInelTe  legls- 
Utton  for  this  Dtatilet,  the  oonstltntlon  has,  In  vain, 
■onght  to  fix  a  pracUoel  limit  to  onr  powere  orer  the 
pnbUe  pwaa^SSS;  the  general  and  partlcnUr  powers  of 
Ooagraa^aW;  the  power  la  glvan  withont  limitation,  It 
esn  therefore  only  be  limited  by  dlieretloB,8a8;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  rewUng,  808 ;  paNod,  8>i. 

A||tnre4i»  Vbr.;— A*  AIIm^ 8. 

Stmdaf  MaiU.-~StiTitdte^  vols.  7. 

ScTBKBLuro,  JoKL  Bepreeentstivo  from  Pennaylnnlai 
809 ;  on  the  cue  of  Marlgny  D'Anterive,  W. 

BMbtUtjf  ^J3MM.-~St  Zndtm,  vol  i. 

Bwix,  SutVEL,  Bepreeemtatty  from  New  Jersey,  800.  <Sm 
Atta^TOLB. 

AsselM  r«Hiii^  debate  on  dbartanlnatiagdntlea  on,  888. 

dflwJeo,  OtmmartUU  InUrvewrMteUi^la  the  Howe,  a  Mil 
to  exempt  Swedish  and  Norweglaa  rewsla  from  dlMrim- 
!uatingdntles,4K8;  the  ease  does  not  «mie  within  the 
expreia  prorlafons  of  the  treaty  of  ISM,  ASS;  rehrred  to 
Congress  by  the  Preeldent,  439;  amendment  offered, 
429 ;  the  nsTigaUou  law  at  this  eonotry  ^unly  dlsre> 
garded  as  well  as  laws  Imposing  <n««wimiMHm.  datlee, 
408;  but  ordered  to  a  third  nadlng,418L 

Bwtrr,  BswAMiM,  BepreeentaUre  from  Tonma^  808, 

T 

Sbeti^afa  JflMfon,— In  the  Honscv  an  Item  appropriatlttg 
••lOODaaoQUUtonlUaMwtoaaTMRb^  Oongraaa, 


eonaldered,^;  fkirther  tpproprUdon  at  money  nnn** 
eeaaaiy,  490 ;  the  Prealdent  anthorlied  to  detsTmlna  tha 
amooat  ot  ontflt,  480;  otdeetlan  to  the  eppropriaUon 
eonaUered,  480;  aet  expadle&t,  480;  la  It  latandad  to 
qnaattn  the  rl^t  of  the  Mn  of  He.  Andamm  to  aa 
Datfltt480;  the  fanner  ftjq>roprtatlon  expended,  480;  a 
balanoe  i-enuiiu  from  the  approprlatloa  <f  last  aeatoa, 
481 ;  the  oommlttee  most  s^lsiy  the  House  that  their 
ealcolaUon  la  eorreet,  4Vl ;  the  oommittee  havo  dona 
their  duty,  489 ;  a  ^poritloa  to  give  a  gentleman  88,800 
ftw  trardling  alaa  maea,4aa;  tmflK  already  a^oiloa 
«t  tUa  abordTo  ailarioa.48a;  It  b  saU  tba  Fraridant 
and  Senate  have  InBlllatod  tha  mbrion,  and  wo  art 
bonad  to  carry  It  oat,488;  wo  an  not  tnrltad  to  tUoaaw 
Congress,  488 ;  delay  ooeasloaed  by  the  opposition,  488; 
object  ot  the  spproprlatloa,  488;  tUs  flind  already 
eharged  with  two  ontflti,  484;  oorreetlon  ol  statementa, 
4M ;  object  ot  the  oommittee  to  sapport  the  important 
diplomatie  ralaUoos  of  the  eonntry  ateood,  488;  the  u> 
ttpaaded  ippreprbtbii  cf  bat  year  axaulaed,  4S(;  an 
wa  now  latiiaad  that  sneh  hardAlp  «Atad  la  lb 
PolZMtt'i  eaaeas  to  jnstliy  the  Indirect  repeal  of  tha 
let  of  ISlOt  488;  Oat  ^^opilattai  ka^  48T;  MtOO 
earried,48r. 

TALLunxao,  Joh>,  Rspreaaatatlw  from  TlifU^  61Ql 

8u  /Mtes  vols.  S,  4, 8. 
Tatikul,  Eowasd  F..  on  the  Creek  Treaty,  lU;  on  tha 

New  Creek  Treaty,        £m /iidMS  TOla.  7,  & 

dtOtfoLt. 

Tatioi,  Joaa  V.,  Spaakor  of  tha  Hoqae,  848;  Btpwiwto- 
tlTo  from  Now  ToA,  808;  ODthaeaMoflfarignyD'An- 

terlve,  880;  rebtlTe  to  o^tnred  Africans,  819;  OB  re- 
trenchment, 870.  j8m  India,  toIs.  K,  0^  7. 

Tasxwxu;.,  Ik  v.,  on  payment  of  departed  sUrei^  810-819; 
Senator  from  Tlrgii^  447 ;  on  the  powers  of  the  Tico 
Fresldent,  COi,  000 ;  on  the  offioe  of  Major-Oeaeral,  888; 
oa the FMidiOolaiblTnda, 084-887.  AeAtta^ToLB. 

Ihanaestst  Admlmtim^j—Bu  ludrn,  -vA.  1. 

TmrUariat  GcvtfimnU.—ae»  Indtm,  vd.  4, 

TirrUoHal  tfovemorft— In  the  Honse,  a  reedotloB  ottnd 
rebtlre  to  the  Ooreraorahlp  tX  Arkanaas,  480. 

TirrUori**.~S6e  Indtm,  toU.  1, 8, 8,  4,  ft. 

Thomas.  Jebbi  B.,  Benat<»  from  IUinol^4B7.  BttJhdim, 
ToU  T,  8. 

TaoiiPsoK,  ALXXUOin,  of  Feaa.,  on  the  Panama  Uastoo, 

189.  SMMM,-nLS. 
Tmudooit,  WiLH,  on  Oft  Now  Crook  "neaty.m;  labad 

clainu  la  Ohio,  878, 8T4 ;  BepreeeataUve  fttun  Geat|b, 

a&  AeAdeo,  Tols.7.a 
THONnoM,  Hxvos,  Bepresentatlre  from  New  Jersey,  008. 
TiiUtifi*r«Hdt»t.--6M  JndM,  toL  1. 
ToKuitsoN,  GiDBOK,  on  discriminating  dntles  on  Swedish 

vessels,  868;  on  oommerdal  Intereonrse  with  Sweden, 

488;  on  the  British  Trade,  4H-4H.   As  Jndmt,  rok. 

Torptdo  Atpsrtowiit— iSm  Indtm,  roL  T. 
TrtatoK  and  StdOUm  dsftinad.—S6»  Indteo,  voL  8, 
TVeasoM,  Ain4aA»MtU  qf.Ste  Ind«t,  vol.  i. 
Trtaiury  J/otM-SM  /ndsav  vol  S. 
TVeaewry.^iSM  indee,  vols.  1, 8. 

TVwUy,  Jfw>  (Vsef— In  the  Honae,  a  Ueasago  from  the 
President,  S80 ;  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  reoom- 
mending  an  appropriation,  U9 ;  now  aaked  to  sppropri- 
ate  money  for  the  oxeontkm  of  a  oontnet  whooo  avowed 
object  la,  at  an  aUtttoaaloxpoma  of  near  half  aaflUon 
of  dollars,  to  set  aside  a  prevlona  eon  tract  made  ante 
the  authority  of  the  Dstted  Btatee,  MS;  thb  oMtnMl 
has  been  ^>prDved  and  radflod  by  the  Senate,  the  aaaio 
as  the  one  to  bo  let  aside,  948;  ground  for  setttag  It 
aside  b  tha  trfttaal  flf  one  of  tha  pattlsa  to  axaeila  tt  aft 
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tlMBllegftUon  tlut  U>«.penomwh»nuul«lt  hsdnittooin*  I 
p«t«nt  Mtthorttf ,  HS ;  huw  stood  tha  qnMtlon  wh«n  tli«  | 
Oitt  etmtnct  wu  audef  MS;  Coagnas i^tpropdated 
moDcr  td  uUnpilali  the  Cnek  tide  to  lud  In  GmtrU; 
the  twgottation  wu  fin-  ill  t&»  lend  occupied  by  Uwm 
lit  Oeorgtk  and  Alabama,  and  nearly  ^1  tn  botb  Statei 
was  ceded,  S4S;  what  exertions  bave  been  made  to  exe- 
cute a  contract  thus  made  ?  8M;  proceedings  taken,  244; 
difference  between  the  two  contracts,  34A ;  controTeray 
between  Ooorgia  and  the  ExecutiTe  of  the  United  States, 
US;  no  serious  obJecUon  to  the  passage  the  bills  if 
the  coBstltutloual  dlfflcnl^  -were  removed,  SM;  tbe 
Btnts  of  Georgia  w»  prepared  to  exemta  the  old  tres^, 
SM;  tbe  sal^teet  baa  B  bearing  on  the  whole  i)atl<Hi,UT; 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading^  347 ;  protest  in  behalf  of 
the  delegation  of  Oeoi^a  read,  84S ;  the  protest,  £48 ; 
leeoluUon  to  enter  It  on  tbe  Joamal  offered,  949 ;  merely 
■  detail  of  reasons  by  the  minority  for  their  votes  on  tbe 
^Vropriatlon  bill,  24V;  mcdstien  adopted,  SSO. 

Beport  of  the  Commltte  ofCoDfarenee  on  the  dlsagree- 
uent  of  the  two  Hooses,  oonrideted,  SW ;  a  sUpendou 
finod  Intended,  It  aeema,  by  the  MigMlon  -who  had 
fbimed  with  tbe  Secretary  Tar  the  new  eontmot^  S5D ; 
Um  chleb  had  combined  to  pnt  into  their  pockets  and 
those  of  a  few  select  Mends,  three-fonrtiis  of  the  first  pay- 
ment, 255 ;  the  flute  are  perfectly  anderatood  at  the  War 
Department,  S59;  tbe  only  matter  which  can  bear  dlsens- 
lioa  Is,  how  shall  tbe  treacbeiy  be  pnnisbedf  856;  state- 
ment of  the  Indian  Borean  shows  bow  the  daim  would 
•tand,  S06;  tbe  transaoUon,  SM ;  details,  S»;  tbe  Chie' 
Mcintosh,  m;  statements  In  the  report  of  the  Com' 
ulttM,  SB7;  ooounenti  mi  OiellHtor  wfathiee  ahd  the 
priee  to  be  paid  to  each,  fi98 ;  Inflnence  of  the  Chero- 
keei  In  the  Creek  nation,  S5& 

The  Honse  Is  now  sabetantially  debating  whethsr  It 
will  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  oonstltatlonally  made 
h7  the  President  and  whether  It  would  or  vonld  not 
Invade  the  limits  itf  the  trea^MDaklng  power,  US;  the 
•tapendona  ftaad  said  to  h»vs  been  contemplated,  SW ; 
the  Seeretaiy  of  Tar  la  not  chargeable  with  Hoy  improp- 
er omdnet,  W;  what  has  been  the  charge  against 
Georgia  T  8CS ;  no  snppreaslon  or  eoneealment  has  been 
designed,  860 ;  those  who  originated  the  abnse  of  Oeo^la, 
the  Administrators  of  the  FedenU  Ooverment,  are  abont 
to  raflbr  the  reooil,  200 ;  the  funieat  hand  has  been  com- 
mitted by  some  Indivldnals,  MO;  ftirtber  debate,  SSI, 
Ml;  the  qneetlon  now befim  the  Honse  dues  not  Inrolve 
the  qnestton  <tf  the  trea^  or  the  dumater  (tf  Indl  vldnali, 
M ;  tbe  Govanmcnt  ou^t  to  pnme  literally  tbe  stip- 
nlatlou  of  the  treaty,  868;  Oe  avUenoe  of  ftand  ex- 
hibited In  the  doooments,  SM;  qnesUoD  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  Conferenne,  oarrled,— Ae  Oitei 
Ikdian  NtffoUatUm,  toL  & 

SVeoty  wtIA  ffnat  Britain.— 8m  Indm,  ToL  L 

IZVaaQr  vAOt  Spain.— Sm  Indma,  toL  f. 

,7)-eafy  of  Ohmii,  Ck>mmii^o»»r  vndtr.—Sn  Mtm,  nA.  & 

TnxTAXT,  Jajin,  Bepresentatlva  flrom  Tlrglnls,  VUt.  Bt* 

TniiBU^  David,  on  South  Ameriean  relational  M;  on 
amendment  to  the  oonsHtatloii,  8&  See  Indtn,  vols. 
9,1,8. 

Thovp,  Q.  IL,  letter  relsUve  to  the  Greek  nation,  809. 
T*AOT,  Phutbas  L.,  Bepresentative  from  Kew  Tork,  009. 
TvoMM,  EanBEX,  BepreeentatiTe  from  New  Jersey,  009. 

Ae.fiMfe0,  voL& 
Tvcaa,  BnnLnia,  Bepresentative  ftom  Bonth  Candlna, 

•la.  Be»Mdm,T0la.%7,i. 
IVmna,  Dum,  BepreeentatiTe  turn  Iferth  OaroUna,  nO. 
TkpChihtrtU  V0U.—8M  InAeia,  voL  4. 
Tnn,  JoHir,  Benator  from  Tirginta,  407 ;  en  the  powers  of 

tiMTlea  FreBld4^t,01T;  on  a  grant    land  to  KeoTon 


CeUego,55a;  on  the  payment  of  loteiaat  t«  Stata^  83. 
Set  htdmtt'viL7. 

V 

EMoM,  MseoMllMS  VOL  4 

VnUed  Statu  and  Oeorgia.—tjx  the  Bettete,  a  Heesagetam 
the  President,  relative  to,  S99 ;  moved  to  refis  t»  tha 
Jndldary  Committee,  800 ;  stateuenta  at  the  Hassafa, 
800 ;  oertain  ofScers  of  the  State  of  Georglai  aettng  witb- 
In  thellmltsofthatSUte  and  under  the  anttaori^efita 
laws,  have  violated,  aecodlng  to  Us  cwHtracUoat,  an 
aet  of  Congress ;  ha  Is  aatbDrised  to  aivaat  tbaee  BMseri 
and,  probably,  has  dUMao,  no ;  doasthecaoo  itatadU 
nnder  tba  prorUona  of  tbe  Aet  <rf  Ooagiesn  ataiad  1b 
the  Message  T  801 ;  Is  the  reeort  to  mOltair  Avecbeta 
Jadldsl  inqolry  is  had,  an  qipropriate  mode  trf  dete^ 
mining  the  rights  at  one  of  tbe  aoverelgn  Statca  of  this 
Confederal^  T  801 ;  has  not  the  Btalo  of  OetHgia  aa  e^ad 
right  to  such  inqnlryTSOl;  moved  to  r^er  l«  a  sale* 
omunlttee,  801;  lafterad,  SOS;  ftartbar  doraman^Ott 
In  tha  HoBse^  a  MosBsge  fkom  tba  Prcddent  pauM- 
•rsd,4U;  tha  drcnmstaneea  nowpreasatcd  iaandtaa 
as  to  reader  a  deeUon  between  tha  Ezacatlve  asd  the 
State  of  Georgia  necageaiy,  411 ;  tba  State  antbecilies 
have  done  nothing  in  vloUtlon  of  the  oanatf tntioB,  til ; 
no  legislation  anticipated,  4U;  nothing  to  fcar  If  tha 
General  Government  did  not  IntetAre  and  art  waists 
tbe  lAdiana  to  reeistanee,  419 ;  two  sides  to  this  quiMcm, 
^;  If  tbe  Indians  have  rights  wbi<A  tha  United  StaM 
an  bonnd  to  protect,  th^  will  be  protected,  4U;  Isl 
the  case  have  a  lUr  tfivestlptloit,  41S;  aavwral  SlaUs 
have  already  exercised  thdrrl^ts  over  flialafflsa^aad 
others  Intend  to  do  sii,  418;  Uuae  giaat  qnaatleas  ■»• 
volved,  418;  laid  on  the  taUe,  <18;  aamuiiinlirtiai 
relative  to,  4W;  r^rt,  464. 


VacoiiuUlo»j—8§»  Ikdm,  tdL  T. 

TurBtrm,  Uanar,  on  the  dnly  an  mI^  IM-lfT;  SsmObt 

ttom  New  To^  467 ;  on  the  sarvlvlng  ofBeen  of  ths 
revolution,  479;  on  the  powers  of  the  TIee  PrtHidiut. 
606;  on  thesorvivorsof  theBeToIatlon,688L  Sm  I»dm, 
vols.  7,8. 

Tamox,  Josbpb,  on  amendment  to  the  censtltntioa,  87;  a 

Oeo^  UUtla  Clalma,  848;  on  roads  In  lOdlgaa,  869; 

en  lud  Claims  In  Ohio,  816;  BepreaantatlvaftvaOtaiSh 

010.  SuJMem,  T0la.T,8. 
TAVoxwiHTsa,  C^  Ua  oommudeatlan  to  tLa  Hoaaa,  dSS, 
Taw DTXs,HioaoLU, decease o(M&  8tBAitm,ytJU.%,7,t. 
Tar  Honn,  Espt,  Beprcaaatativa  ften  Penn^vs^  M 

St»  Indaa,  voL  & 
Taii  Bxkssxlakk,  8-,  BapreaealattTa  tnm  Haw  TaA,  ttk 

S00  /ndsa^  v<^  T,  8. 
Taxkuii,  Jo■l^Bq■«isnt•tlT«ftom]l■Hnehaaan■,•■k  &a 

/Md«e,ToL& 

Txnrtiira^  Guuuc  a,  on  Boath  Amartaa  nlattto^  IMS; 
Bepreeentatlva  fhnZreTTofk,6D0;  on  tha  cuastani 

vey,  640;   SmUUIm,  toL  & 

r««s«b,  BtffttUrtttg  and  CUartnff.—Se*  Jftdso^  toL  1. 

Floe  Preaidmt,  fWers  1^  Usl— In  the  Senate,  tbe  repsat 
of  the  committee  to  revise  tbe  nlea,  eoaaldered,  804; 
the  Tloe  Pre^dent  has  no  power  to  call  a  flanstnr  to 
order,  for  words  spoken  in  debate,  CM;  b«  ahonU  bkve 
this  power,  w  Jefferson's  Haaaal  abonld  bo  ftUawa^ 
006;  if  he  Inipnperiy  calla  to  ori«^  to  whom  ata  wa  t« 
appeal!  008;  yon  dotha  bim  vtth  a dangaraoa  pawo^ 
606;  could  pat  a  member  down,  B06;  most  have  power 
to  preasrve  order,  600;  the  oflloe  doeo  aot  comfcr  the 
>l^  to  aall  to  ordai^  006;  tbe  two  Heaasa  haw  tba 
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ylgbt  to  nuke  tbeit  own  rnlM,  S06 ;  would  h»  m  aoon- 
moUtlon  of  nnaeewaiy  power  In  Im^onilbl*  hudi, 
fiM ;  b«  luj  abOM  thU  powtr,  and  the  B«ute  b«  with- 
mtnawdr.OOe;  pMtaonM,NI;  driMtaa  la flie  BrlUah 
PaiUanMBtilMH;  Ui  da^  to  dodd*  ■grtnbly  to  rach 
nloi  M  ue  nuulo  A>r  his  gnldaaoe,  MT;  ho  bolda  Us 
oOealBdependeDtof  the  SflUte,COT;  an  sppesl  U worth 
nothing,  60T;  Vlee  President  Is  not  s  member  of  the 
Senate,  fi07;  power  not  gtvcn  him  the  coosUtntioii, 
006;  privileges  of  the  Senate,  006;  the  question,  006; 
the  Senate  have  the  ilefat  to  flTO  tUi  power,  SOS;  all 
ofeJeottonB  to  the  hare  a  hesriiig  on  the  omi- 

■tltntioaal  questton,  009;  the  right  of  every  Senator  ad- 
mitted, bnt  that  of  the  {maiding  officer  dented,  009;  has 
the  Tloe  President  any  power,  by  virtue  of  bis  office,  In 
relation  to  queatlona  of  order  t  MO ;  the  only  power  to 
make  rnlefl  of  order,  BIO;  how  the  oonstltntlon  desig- 
nates the  Vice  President,  010;  farther  debate,  OU-OIS; 
power  co&tarred  npoa  the  Tie*  Pnddent,  SIB ;  right  of 
^ped  gnnted,  018. 

TVoa  i>«sftfeiir«  itpjMot.— Sepott  of  fho  mlnori^  ot  the 
eommlttee,^ 

Ties  and  R*ar  AdiiUraU.—3M  Indeta,  toL  S. 

TntTOir,  Samcxl  F.,  on  relief  to  the  Florida  Indhuu,  ISO ; 
on  lands  for  school  purposes,  iST ;  on  the  Qoapaw  In- 
dians, 844 ;  on  land  olalms  In  Ohlo^  8T4;  on  deaf  and 
dsmb  asylums,  4QS ;  BeprMontattn  from  OUoylia  3e» 
indss^  ToU.  7,  e. 

TSrvMa  JfiUorr  ZcmdS^nSio  JM«,  nil.  4, 8. 

TSrvMsZMd  WarTaiiU,r~Sm  Autta,  voL  T. 

TMt  ^AfpnMkm^-JBtt  Mtf,  toL  4 


IMaA  and  Jflaorf  OkuL-Sm  ladta,  voL  & 
'WAUN,OMHiS.,Bepnae&t«tlTeftamTermont,000.  S»* 

/isd^ToL& 
War,  Ooitdiia^a*^-8MliidmB,yiiLi. 
War,  DeetaraUM  of  in.  1811.-iSh  Indtai,  toL  4 
"Wamo,  Auok,  on  tnt  negroes  In  the  District  of  OolombU, 

609 ;  BepreMntattve  from  New  York,  919. 
WaMngton  dtif,  Qipturt  <^.—3e«  Jndta,  toL  OL 
iraaBiiieToir,  XquttlHa*  por^att  <^.--Sm  Indm,  toL  & 

Do.  JfiHMwmit— iSm  InStm,  T<ds.  ttt,X. 
VamMSOK,  addneed  aa  the  ftondor  of  West  Pirfnt,  TOl 
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the  Panama  mission,  04,  ISO ;  on  the  Creek  treaty,  948 ; 
on  the  appointment  at  Chargte,  879 ;  on  laud  claims  In 
Ohio,  SU,  87S ;  on  the  reUtlons  of  the  United  SUtM  and 
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the  payment  of  Interest  to  States,  671 ;  on  the  surrlTora 
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on  the  Florida  Indiana,  866;  on  preservation  of  Uve  oak 
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dent,  016 ;  reUtlve  to  vUtora  at  West  Point,  OSSL  Sh 
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dam,  voL  8. 
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WMinttft  iVKMrt  JN^->8m  Mm,  yoL  4 

WamuHiBT,  XusBA,  Bepresentatlve  from  Ohio.  8m  Jt^ 
dtm,  vols.  T,  &. 
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elalm,  416^  446;  Beptwentallve  from  kentncky,  610; 
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Widtnot  and  OrpftMt,  PmtMon  io.—S«4  Mtee,  toL  6. 

WiLLKT,  Calvin,  Benativ  from  Connoetloat,  467.  j8mA> 
dtx,  ToL  8. 

WiLUAHB,  WiLXT,  letter  to  Gov.  Troop  respecting  the  Oreak 

Indians,  809. 

WiLLLuis,  Thomu  H^  Senator  from  Wmlmlffei,  411.  Sh 

Indtm,  vols.  6, 7,  SI 
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sentatlve  from  New  York,  609.  See  JMea^  vols.  ^  ^  & 

Wood,  Joa»,  Jr,  Bepreaantatlvo  from  Now  Turk,  600. 

Woods,  Joim,  on  free  n^roea  In  tho  District  <tf  CoIiinU% 
050;  on  the  Chickasaw  and  Choetaw  Indiana,  400 ;  B^ 
reeentative  fi«m  Ohio,  610.  8t»  Jndtm,  voL  & 

WoopBuax,  Lxvi,  on  the  dnty  on  salt,  991 ;  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  46T ;  on  tho  powers  of  the  TIce  Pieal- 
dent,  010;  on  snrrivlng  revolutionary  officers,  048;  on 
the  French  Colonial  Trade,  668;  on  the  survivors  of  tho 
Bevolutiou,  082-064;  on  the  duty  on  sUks,  609;  oa  Oo 
duty  on  wines,  000.  As  Indme,  toL  &, 

WooDOOOK,  T>irm,  Bepreaentativa  frnn  New  Toik,  M8L 

WoxTHinoToii,  Jomi  C,  oa  Bevolntlonary  Pension sza,  8T6; 
on  the  Panama  Mission,  906;  on  a  Polar  SavedftkOt 
878 ;  BepresentatlTe  from  Maryland,  009. 

WxiouT,  JoHX  0.,  Bepresentatlve  frwn  Ohio,  610 ;  relatlvo 
to  csptnred  Africans,  041-048  ;  en  mlUtla  oourta  wairtlal, 
669 ;  on  retrenchment,  634  S«4  Indtm,  voL  8. 

Wbiobt,  Biu%  Jr.,  on  South  Amerleaa  rdattrats,  67-75;  on 
ralltf  to  ^Florida  InUuMtlBT;  on  f^  n^roea  In  th* 
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■t  FhOidelpUA,  tn ;  oa  DMf  tai  Bnmb  AayloiM,  «01- 
MB;  on  Hwde^  ofarim,  MS;  on  the  Biltlih  Colanlal 


YurozT,  JoiL,  S«preMiitaUTe  from  Kentnckr,  Clfli 
TOMOO  ArcAoM— In  tlie  B«iutt«,  ft  bill  for  the  nUsTof  ew> 
tal>p6noni,A«^  oansIdored,S75;  groandafbrtbolkTor- 
ibUi«portof»nutoi1^oftli«ooounlttM,sn(:  the  d»- 
eM<»  Uut  the  Utl»  to  ozw-tenth  of  Um  kadnlaowd  to 
Am  United  SUtfli  wu  not  good,  b  ^ahilj  omBMiw,  m ; 
ftoniidofthUdodston of t]ie Board, 8T6;  Snpmne Court 
doddodlttob«good,tTa;  UwdecUIonoftlio  Board  na 
niadeflnalalnc«thQto«oftlMpetlttoii«n,STt;  thequM- 
tloa  not  ft  neiroQ«,STB;  roported  isiliutlniasSitTfl; 
all  tho  dftlm  or  tltlo  «( tbo  puohnnv,  nndar  tlu  Afit  of 
Qoontat  to  Yftioo  IftBdft,  mast  bo  looked  npon  m  proper- 
^obUlMd  la  ooBMonnweoralkftudalontadTatittco 
mrtlu  tawv  of  the  land,  ne;  tho  Inblnda  Jsitl«»«r  tbo 
datn,  STS;  vpnpilatloB  ^  Gmgnm,  HT;  tkioo  Mta 
of  claim*,  STT;  ComnlMtaMra  dedded  In  Ikvor  of  tha 
Unlt«dStBtaa,SR;  tbodalnuof  thaHawEn^andCoio- 
purMiild  bo  pat  OB  M  batter  f 90  tl^  than  thoao  of 


tlMlr  gnaton^  «8;  vohuter  aonlfciilaa  ti  tko  fm^, 
Umatl^SnL  dtMMMvnk.St& 
Y§Gt  md  iTaya^Ii  BaM^roktlra  to  tka 
of  eomadtteaa,  ITS;  lohUv*  to  aalaij  of  F« 
aanaral,  185;  on  nUaf  of  Alexandria  anflbnn,  SI;  an 
tLednfyM  aalt,a»-SW;  i^va  to  thoPnaaaHk- 
aion, 881,828;  on  landa  foraeonal  In  lBdlaBn.«n;  a 
dn^  <»i  taaa,  &U ;  on  pof  of  UeatonaDta  In  Oa  navj. 
4T8;  M  motlMi  to  ro-eonwtttha  Mn  ftr  tlM  roHcT  if 
Jin.  I>MBtBr,  fiM;  nhttn  to  tka  pomn  of  ^  Tloa 
Fnaltait,  U8;  num  to  iBtaiMl  tovramoate  In  A> 
abHD«,H8;  ontiMUntettafdlartf  lin.BMvn.SH: 
on  tho  paTinent  of  latercat  to  Btatoa,  0TS ;  oa  tlta  grade- 
ation  of  prfoe  of  pnUlo  Uoda,  DSI;  latatlva  to  tha  tcr- 
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■wiaea,  MS;  on  bnrok  nak,  4W;  on  tU  UiaaBl  CMal, 

aor. 

Zn  tha  HoMB,  on  Ksaatant  to  Oa  WMttttfan, »: 
anthePananalCBdMunS;  oaaugMwa  fcyflia  la  Jl- 
aradria,  M;  on  Uta  dnUat  «b  vnonaaa^dtt;  « 
^>proprUtlon  for  tha  Taoabaja  IflMlnn.  dn ;  on  tha 

Britlah  Cobndal  Tiada,  488L 
Yopna.  Wmmi ft,  aaomi  at  KL  Am£hI«%toL& 
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